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PBOHIBinOH  ON  CERTAIN  MAGNETOS  IN  ATTSTSALIA. 
The  importation  into  Australia  of  magnetos  befiring  the  name 
"Bosch"  IS  prohibited.  Such  magnetos,  whether  incorporated  in 
oars  or  motorcycles  or  packed  separately,  will,  however,  be  admitted 
if  dispatched  from  factories  for  shipment  to  Australia  before  June 
20, 1918.  and  the  invoice  is  certified  to  that  effect  by  the  Official  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Australian  Department  of  Trade  and  Customs. 
The  Representative,  Mr.  Ernest  Hall,  from  .whom  the  Bureau  re- 
ceived notice  of  the  ruling,  has  offices  at  44  Whitehall  Street,  New 
York. 


GOLD  BESEBVE  OF  "  NOBGES  BANX,"  CHEISIIANIA. 
[Vice  Coniul  IL  E.  Carlson,  Cbrlstianla,  Norway,  May  28.] 

At  the  befdnning  of  the  year  1917  the  gold  reserve  of  "  Norgea 
Bank,"  of  Christiania,  Norway,  amounted  to  184,000,000  crowns 
($49,312,000),  This  amount  increased  during  the  first  two  months  of 
the  rear  so  that  on  March  1.  1917,  the  maximum  for  the  year, 
201.000,000  crowns  ($53,868,000),  was  reached. 

The  reserve  then  commenced  to  sink,  fulling  in  August  (o 
198.000,000  crowns  ($53,064,000),  and  in  September  to  180.000,000 
crowns  ($49,848,000).  Bv  the  end  of  the  year  it  had  fallen  to 
176,000,000  crowns  ($47,168,000).  The  average  holdings  of  gold  for 
the  years  was  190,002,402  crowns  ($51,081,433). 

It  is  not  easy  to  state  all  of  the,  causes  to  which  this  decline  of  the 
gold  reserve  may  be  attributed.  It  is  asserted  by  some  that  tlic  decline 
IS  due  to  the  fact  that  the  surplus  of  the  exports  and  of  shipping  is 
not  so  great  as  it  was  during  the  first  two  yciirs  of  the  war,  while 
expenses  of  all  kinds,  and  especially  insurance  rates,  increased  con- 
siderably. During  the  year  a  numtter  of  embargoes  went  into  effect, 
which  also  tended  to  reduce  exports.  Exports  were  still  further  re- 
duced on  account  of  the  lack  of  (onnncc  and  import  regulations  i 
passed  by  other  countries,  so  that  Norway  was  not  able  to  export  as 
82281''— 18  -,    1 
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much  wood  and  wood  pulp  as  it  coukl  have  ilonc,  Tliese  factors, 
with  the  fact  that  the  price  of  all  of  the  artielcN  that  Noiway  has 
been  able  to  import  has  iiici-oased,  have  i-esnhed  in  a  less  favorable 
trade  balance  than  that  at  the  close  of  lf>16. 


WAGES  Am)  OTIIFUT  IN  BRITISH  IBON  INDTTSIRY. 

[C'utiKiil  K.  lliiliieman  DcnnlKon,  HlrmlDELam,  June  5.1 

In  a  report  of  the  tiixk-s  of  iron  uiutle  by  17  selected  firms  for  the 
moiilhs  of  ilarch  and  April,  1919,  it  is  shown  that  the  avemge  net 
selling  price  was  £15  13s.  ($76.16)  per  long  ton,  or  Is.  ($0.24)  more 
than  in  the  preceding  two  months.  The  output  in  March  and  April, 
however,  was  only  ;W,.)42  tons,  a  decrease  of  711  tons. 

The  following  table  gives  the  different  chissi-s  of  iron  sold  and 
the  average  net  selling  price  per  ton  of  each  dnss  during  March  and 
April : 
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AnBoauoement  of  PaddtcTi'  Wagei. 

It  is  announced  that  in  accordant*  with  the  sliding-scale  arrange- 
ments the  wnftea  for  puddling  during  June  and  July.  1918.  will  re- 
main at  19s,  ($4.62)  per  (on,  and  that  all  other  forge  and  mill  wages 
■will  remain  unchanged.  _  The  19s_.  ($4.02)  is  made  up  of  IS:^.  ($4.3S) 
per  ton,  in  accordance  with  the  sliding  scale,  and  Is.  (24.Jj;i  cents)  per 
ton  on  puddling,  or  10  per  cent  on  all  other  forge  and  mill  wages  as 
the  equivalent  of  subsidies  on  pig  ii-on.  Iii  addition  to  tlie  puddling 
rate  of  19s.  per  ton  there  will  be  the  usual  tid.  (12  cents)  per  ton  given 
to  puddlers  by  resolution  of  the  wages  board  which  met  on  July  16, 
1912,  and  this  applies  to  puddlers  only,  uiid  will  make  the  puddling 
rate  193.  6d.  ($4.74)  per  ton. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK  CHOPS  DAUAGED  BT  FROSTS. 

IConsiil  K.  Vorre  RLchardson,  Montlon.  Npw  ItriiiisKick,  Cauada,  Juno  2S.1 

Heavy  frosts  over  wide  agricultural  areas  in  New  Brunswick  on 
the  nights  of  June  20  and  21  did  extensive  damage  to  young  growing 
crops.  In  some  districts  the  temperatui'c  fell  to  2S  degrees  and  ther- 
mometer readings  of  30  and  31  were  noted  at  many  points.  From 
practically  eiery  section  of  the  Province  come  reports  of  serious  con- 
sequences of  the  unexpected  cold  weather.  Potatoes  and  beans  have 
suffered  severely.  Of  the  latter  an  unusually  large  acreage  had  been 
planted.  Available  supplies  of  seed  beans  wcro  almost  exhausted  by 
the  heavy  demand  for  first  planting,  and  it  is  feared  difficulty  will 
be  experienced  in  jirocuring  sufficient  for  a  second  seeding.  Tomato 
and  cucumber  plants  are  repoitcd  Icillcd  in  many  gardens. 
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WOOL-aSADINO  KESULTS  15  NEVT  BBUNSWICE. 

ICoDBol  E.  Terne  BlebardsoD,  MoDctoD,  New  Bruniwlck,  Canada,  luue  22.] 

Referring  to  the  report  transmitted  by  this  consulate,  dealing  with 
the  establi^ment  of  a  system  of  wool  grading  and  cooperative  sell- 
ing in  New  Brunswick  (see  Commehce  KEPORra  for  June  20],  results 
of  the  grading  and  vaHiation  of  the  wool  already  in  the  stores  at 
Moncton  and  Fredericton  have  now  been  made  public. 

The  wool  at  Fredericton  has  been  classified  ns  follows:  Fine 
medium,  5  per  cent;  medium,  51  per  cent;  low  medium,  33  per  cent; 
coarse,  3  per  cent;  rejects,  4  per  cent;  tags,  4  per  cent-  Its  appraised 
value,  expressed  in  cents  per  pound,  is  given  class  by  class,  thus: 
Fine  medium,  81  J;  medium,  t8|;  low  medium,  73^;  coarse,  G7i; 
rejects,  54 ;  tags,  28|. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  major  portion  of  this  wool  has  been 
graded  as  low  medium  and  medium,  and  that  the  price  ranges  from 
73^  cents  to  78J  cents,  with  81}  cents  for  fine  medium.  These  prices 
are  less  freight  to  Boston,  which  will  amount  to  about  one-half  cent 
per  pound. 

The  wool  accumulated  at  the  Moncton  warehouse  has  graded 
slightly  higher  than  at  Fredericton;  consequently  the  wool  growers 
in  the  Moncton  district  will  receive  a  higher  average  price. 

The  two  warehouses  at  Fredericton  and  Moncton  will  continue  to 
take  in  wool  during  the  entii'e  month  of  June,  thus  giving  wool- 
growers  who  have  held  their  wool  an  opportunity  to  market  through 
the  cooperative  association. 


TAHHIHa  XATEKIALS  ON  LIST  OP  BESTBICTES  IHFOBTS. 

Tanning  materials  have  been  placed  on  the  list  of  restricted  im-  ' 
ports  by  a  new  ruling  of  the  War  Trade  Board  (W.  T.  B.  R.  154). 

Hereafter  no  licenses  for  the  importation  of  tanning  materials 
will  be  issued  for  the  remainder  of  the  calendar  year  1U18,  except 
as  to : 

1.  Shipments  from  any  source  of  any  tanning  materials  not  other-  ■ 
wise  restricted,  where  ocean  shipment  is  made  on  or  before  July  10, 
1918. 

2.  (a)  Shipments  of  tanning  material  of  Canadian  or  Mexican 
origin  not  specifically  restricted,  when  coming  forward  from  those 
countries  by  other  than  ocean  transportation,  (i)  Shipments  of  any 
tanning  material  not  otherwise  specifically  restricted  when  coming 
from  Europe  when  shipped  from  a  convenient  port  where  loading 
can  be  done  without  delay. 

3.  Shipments  of  a  limited  quantity  of  solid  quebracho  extract,  of 
mangrove  bark  from  Central  and  South  America,  of  divi-divi,  and 
of  wattle  bark. 

The  allocation  of  tanning  materials  covered  by  the  last  paragraph 
will  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Tanning  Materials  Section  of  the  Chemical  Division  of  the  War 
Industnes  Board.  This  restriction  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the 
regulations  now  in  force  regarding  the  importation  of  quebracho 
logs  or  wood. 

If  yoD  bn;  War-Savings  Stamps,  yoa  also  help  your  connti;. 
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CONSUlCFTIQIf  ANB  COST  OF  KAILVAT  TISB  IH  CASASA. 

[Consul  B.  Venie  RlcbardKiD,  MonctoD,  New  Bnuuiilek;  Jdd*  IT-l 
According  to  the  official  statistics  of  the  Canadian  Government 
Bailnays  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1917,  there  were  consumed, 
apart  from  construction  work  on  new  mileage,  S,852,SG1  railway  ties 
in  the  12  months  indicated,  and  in  the  preceding  12  months  6,386,464. 
For  the  two  periods  the  total  cost  of  ties  was  $4,368,124  and  $3,1&4,- 
472,  respectively. 

The  average  cost  per  tie  in  the  1917  fiscal  year  with  comparisons 
for  1915  is  shown  below: 
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KRinSH  OOTERNlfEHT  COHTROL  OF  THE  WOOL  TBA9E. 


To-day's  Yorkshire  Post  contains  an  excellent  review  of  the  de- 
velopment of  the  gorerninental  scheme  of  wool  purchase  and  control 
of  the  wool-using  industries  of  the  United  Kingdom,  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  system  now  in  operation,  its  constitution  and  scope. 

"Pi'obably  in  none  of  our  principal  industries,"  says  the  I'ost,  by 
way  of  introduction,  "  have  the  urgent  necessities  of  this  war  brought 
about  so  vast  a  revolution  as  in  those  trades  of  which  wool  is  the 
foundation.  Prior  to  the  war  the  spirit  of  individual  rivalry  and 
enterprise  was  not  keener  in  any  other  department  of  commerce,  yet 
there  exists  to-day  an  organization  built  up  by  officials  of  the  War 
Office  which  has  entirely  eliminated  individual  competition  from  raw 
wool  and  tops  and,  so  fur  as  Government  requirements  are  concerned, 
right  through  to  the  fully  manufactured  material,  while  it  distributes 
what  wool  and  tops  can  !»  spared  among  those  engaged  in  the  civilian 
and  export  trades,''  The  Post  then  goe.s  on  to  say: 
Present  Coatrol  OTEUdzfttlcn. 

From  time  to  tiote  various  Army  c-CuiicIl  ordfi'x  have  been  made  Id  relation  to 
wool,  so  tliot  at  the  present  time,  to  all  Intents  and  purpose's,  all  wool  In  tliis 
country,  wliellier  Uontestlc  or  iniportiMl.  suvp  En-!t  IiHllfln,  la  ownwl  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, nnil  the  •■'iile  of  by-prmhicts  in  the  form  of  wnsle  and  noila  ts  under  Gov- 
cm  men  t  control.  (Eastlndlnn  wool  Isdeiilt  with  Ina  different  manner.^  •  •  • 
It  was  from  tlie  first  obvious  that  Governnieat  control  could  not  slofi  at  the  pur- 
cha»i>  of  tlie  raw  mtiterial  and  the  sale  «£  It  ut  Hxttl  prices  to  consumers,  aud 
floon  fh''  trailc  w.nw  fnriil  witb  a  iiroiHisnl  u<  limit  Ibe  pi-oflts  on  Government  con- 
trncls  by  ostabllshtns  fixed  conversion  msts  for  (he  various  pro<'e*!s«i  of  niann- 
fncture.  Power  to  do  thlt*  was  (dven  to  the  Admiralty,  the  Army  (^mncll,  or  flic 
MinlHter  of  Munitions.  Umkr  ttwe  r^nilationa  the  Goverauient  ofileiats  were 
able  also  completely  to  monopolize  the  woolconibinE:  industry  and  to  fix  the  rute 
of  rcmanorali'iii  for  cmiverdiis  tlie  rnin  material  Into  topn.  TIic  (limciilly  of 
fixins  the  rate  of  reninncration  for  the  various  procesws  of  manufacture  will  be 
BpprpclnteO  when  ft  U  staled  that  not  R  per  cent  of  tliose  enpiged  in  the  wool- 
using  Industries  had  any  definite  syKlem  of  costings. 

It  niny  be  well  here  to  point  out  that  the  private  capital  of  traders  Is  not  em- 
ployed in  the  wool  trade  to-rtny  up  to  ilic  stafe  of  topmaking,  for  tlic  Governiiicnt 
buys  ami  pays  for  the  raw  mntrrtnl,  nn<l  supplier  the  wool  which  passes  through 
the  combs.    Woolen  flntis  have,  liowever,  to  pay  for  what  wool  they  need,  and 
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worsted  spinners  for  the  fops  tliey  rwitiiro  asninst  novernnipnt  contracts,  na 
Lave  manufacturers  for  the  yarns  tlicy  need  ncoinst  Guvernnn'iit  orders, 

Tliougti  the  bulldiuK  up  of  iJic  f!;lKiiDtlc  orgaulzatlon  uecesfinry  tn  ilenl  with  the 
purchase  of  tlie  <Ioiuestic  and  Australasian  wool  clip  was,  in  the  flrtt  liistiince. 
cutuiiwuced  by  oflliiuls,  the  time  oventiinlfy  arrived  when  Hie  full  iiolky  of  the 
Covernnient  department  had  been  disclosed,  and  it  wax  pusHihle  tn  Home  nit^»ure 
to  nixee  to  the  demand  that  a  in'eater  degree  of  control  sliouhl  he  K'ven  to  repre- 
sentatives elected  t)y  traders  tlieinseh'es.  Thus  It  utnie  alK)Ut  that  in  August  of 
last  year  the  deimrtnienla  were  reorganized.  First  conii's  the  Itaw  Materials 
(Wool)  Department,  having  full  control  of  wool  and  tops,  which  Is  e»seatluUy  a 
Ciovemment  department,  because  the  material  it  handleH  Is  national  property. 
This  department,  however,  has  the  assistance  of  o  nominnteil  raw  wool  advisory 
ooiuttilttee  conslsttnf!  of  those  with  expert  knowledge  of  wool  and  tops,  and  there 
Is  also  a  wool  statistical  conmiittee.  Additional  (wwers  were  at  the  some  time 
delegated  to  the  Department  of  Wool  Textiles  In  Bradford,  which  U  responsible 
for  the  supply  of  all  cloth  anil  hosiery  required  by  the  British  and  atlleil  (Juvern- 
ments.  Then  there  Is  the  t>oard  of  control  of  wool  textile  prmluctiim,  which  has 
control  of  th.e  civilian  trade  and  assists  the  director  of  wool  textile  pr<jduction  In 
hla  work.  This  board  conaistB  of  representatives  of  the  Slate,  eniployerji,  and 
work  peot>ie,  in  equal  proportion,  wltii  tlie  director  uf  wool  textile  production  as 
chairman. 

Extent  of  tlie  Indnstry — Standard  Clotha. 

In  pre-war  days  the  dllTerent  Government  deportments  placed  their  own  con- 
tracts, but  all  these  have  now  l>eeu  centralized,  and  tlie  tJovernnient  orders  for 
textile  fabrics,  manufactures  of  wool,  hosiery,  etc.,  are  placed  through  tlie  De- 
partment of  Wool  Textiles  in  Bradford,  and  the  wool  is  provlde<l  by  the  Raw 
Material  (Wool)  Department.  The  nature  of  the  goods  arranged  for  by  the 
department  In  Bradford  Is  of  great  variety,  ranging;  from  material  to  wear  to 
shell  clotlis,  blankets,  heavy  felt  sheets  for  the  Admiralty  for  men  to  sleep  on, 
and  horse  rugs;  all  manner  of  hosiery  and  knitted  goods,  table  covers,  blinds, 
bill  I  aril  cloths,  and  cummerbunds. 

The  ordinarj-  render  will  have  no  difficulty  in  appreciating  the  work  Involved 
In  purchasing  the  whole  of  the  wool  grown  at  home  and  In  Australasia,  the 
bringing  of  the  raw  material  to  the  centers  of  consumption,  and  its  distribu- 
tion and  allocation  among  users,  though  It  will  doubtless  he  information  for 
moxt  people  that  in  Australia  it  was  necessary  to  draw  up  a  price  list  con- 
taining no  fewer  than  848  separate  classes.  It  will  be  necessary  to  give  statis- 
tics to  indicate  the  Imiwrtaiice  of  wool-using  Industries  In  this  country  whose 
operations  are  at  present  so  largely  under  governmental  control.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  there  are  about  400,OUO  persons  employed  in  the  various  processes 
of  manufacture  In  the  wool-using  Industries  of  the  UuUed  Kingdom,  and  that 
1,500,000  people  depend  upon  the  wool  trade  for  their  livelihood.  So  far  as  the 
woolen  and  worsted  Industries  proper  are  concerned,  exclndliig  hosiery,  the 
number  of  work  people  eraployeil  in  connection  therewllh  on  January  24  of  the 
present  year  was  258,454,  of  whom  62  i>er  cent  were  women  and  girls  and  38 
per  cent  men  and  boys.  In  terms  of  inanufiictui-ed  materlnl  and  articles  the 
following  details  will  at  a  glance  show  the  development  of  the  Department  of 
Wool  Textiles,  the  figures  repn'seuting  the  pre-war  deumnd  of  the  department 
(1.  e..  annual  average  for  three  years  ending  March,  181-1)  compared  with  the 
position  to-day:  Cloth— Normal  year  requirements,  i;W0,i»R3  yards;  this  year, 
85,000,000  yards.  Flannel— Xornm I,  l,aS3,7«7  yards;  this  year,  100,000,000 
yards.  Hosiery— Normal,  1,308.707  articles;  this  year  K2,412,000  aillcles. 
Blankets— Normal,  IC^CuO  pairs;  this  year.  lfl,ori«,000  pairs. 

The  total  value  of  the  supplies  arranged  for  Is  over  fl.ilO.OOO  ($C,OS3,000) 
weekly,  and  the  total  admlnlstratJve  cost  is  less  than  live  oue-hnndre<lths  of  1 
per  cent  of  the  turnover.  Including  rent  of  offices  at  Itriidford,  I'Zdlidmrgh, 
Leicester,  Dublin,  Manchester,  and  London.  In  Ih'cemlH<r  hist  the  consniH]ition 
of  wool  for  Oovernineiit  purpose.;  was  at  the  rate  of  11,000,000  iwanuls,  clean 
scoured,  per  fortnight,  whilst  for  civilian  i)ur|«'scK  the  hijrhi'st  H^ini-e  was 
e.7.'il),0IXl  pounds.  Tin;  Government  dmmiiid  uiHiii  (he  w.mi  tnide  was  iipnii  to 
6S,l.i  per  cent  of  tlic  total  wool  consuniLil.  anil  incliiiUng  ail  inaierials  (nigs, 
shoddy,  etc.)  C-">.85  per  <eiit. 

The  diminished  proUnction  of  materials  for  civilian  consnmi>tlon  consci|iicnt 
on  tlie  immense  Government  riiiniivments  (I'll  ti>  ;i  niphl  ii<lv:in<->'  In  pilrfs. 
while  the  quality  deteriorated,  and  in  some  iiistnnccs  (bkmkeis  and  diiiiiiela,  for 
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Instance)  there  Is  on  actual  sbortnge.  By  way  of  protecting  the  clvtllan  con- 
sumers against  profltcorlng  and  tlie  Inferior  quality  at  goods,  the  Board  ol 
Control  some  months  ngo  made  nrrangomonts  for  the  production  and  distribu- 
tion of  suits,  overponts,  blankets,  flannel,  and  hosiery  of  Dtandard  qualities  and 
prices,  althougli  of  various  patterns  and  designs,  for  the  civil  population.  The 
total  value  of  these  standard  gowls  tiius  iai  orraiigeil  for  Is  aiiout  £15,000,000 
sterling.  No  puhllc  money  Is  Involved,  however,  as  the  traders  are  ilnancing 
the  whole  of  the  scheme.  The  control  exercised  is  synipatfietic,  the  department 
hoving  brought  the  rariotis  sections  of  the  trade  togetlier,  and  they  have  volun- 
tarily made  arrangements  fov  supplying  articles  of  standard  qualities  at  fixed 
prices  from  ttie  producer  to  tlie  (■onsumer,  [See  Commerce  Reports  for  Slav  7 
and  18,  191R.] 
Solvine  the  S^e  FrobUm — RatloninK  Snppllet. 

It  haa  iK.'m  found  necessarj-  to  wet  np  a  siiecinl  section  for  the  coordination 
of  demands  for  dyewares,  oils,  adds,  and  other  necessary  commiHllI iea  I'equired 
in  the  mnnuCacture  of  wool  textiles,  becnuse  In  many  instances  inferior  ar- 
ticles were  l>eing  produce<l  and  prices  ivere  prohlhlttve,  white  no  guaranty  of 
Adequate  enntinuons  supplies  could  be  obtained.  In  conjunction  with  expert 
committees  uf  traders  technical  tnvesttgntions  have  lieeu  made  by  tlie  depart- 
ment's officers  to  discover  the  liest  substances,  and,  if  necessary,  tlie  best  sub- 
stitutes, for  these  commodities.  The  demands  have  been  i-oordinntwl  and  ar- 
rangements made  for  production  In  hulk  of  dyes  siipcifte<l  in  tlie  cbrth  con- 
tracts, and  their  allocation  over  doQnlte  periods  nt  fixed  prices  ngret^l  ^i-ith  (lie 
protlucera  A  number  of  dyewares  preWonsly  used  hiive  ijecn  rejected,  and 
over  100  dj-estnffs  have  been  sulmiittod  by  various  color-iiroduclng  Arms  and 
examined  as  to  their  suttability  for  ilyelng  Oo^'ermnent  service  cloths.  Ship- 
ping dlfflciiitles  have  neeessltatetl  the  elimination  of  certain  dyetvares,  ami  syn- 
thetic dyes  ot  equal  fastness  have  been  mnnufactured  In  this  country'.  Owing  to 
tlie  exceedingly  htfth  price  of  imUgi)  and  other  bine  coloring  nmtlei's  extremely 
Inferior  dyes  were  being  suppllnl  to  the  Admiroliy  and  other  Gnvj-rument  serv- 
ices. It  was  found  necessary  to  requisition  certain  ilyes,  and  to  sthnulnle  the 
production  and  use  of  certain  other  coloring  niatters  which  hiive  since  come 
nnder  the  control  of  llie  I>epurtment  of  Wool  Textiles.  Practically  all  supplies 
of  blue  coloring  matters  are  now  Issued  to  the  trade  through  this  department  at 
fixed  prices. 

One  of  the  most  dlfllcnlt  pnil>Ienis  has  been  the  yield  of  wool  for  the  puritose 
of  calculatlnii;  the  clean -scoured  weight  and  tliei-eby  knowing  the  precise  con- 
sumption vnlno  of  slocks,  whi<rh,  of  course,  hns  an  Imporiant  l>earing  on  Ihe 
policy  of  dtslrlbuHon  to  the  civilian  trade,  f 'onsunijil Ion  ciint!nue.«  to  I>e  re- 
stricted by  a  rntionlng  system  originally  de^ise^l  for  what  was  called  a 
priortt)'  scheme,  a  method  to  encourage  es|>nrtation  even  at  the  expense  o(  the 
home  trade,  with  the  <*Ject  of  inlluencing  the  rate  ot  exchange.  Tlie  eiitiy  of 
the  United  Slates  Into  the  war  rendered  this  unnecessary,  hut  the  I'atinning 
sysiem  has  been  continued  to  divhtc  on  n  more  or  les^  equitable  basis  the  sup- 
plies of  wool  nnd  loiw  available  for  civilian  trade.  This  ralloning  not  only 
deals  with  the  civilian  ti'ude  In  this  ci>untry.  but  also  with  the  neeils  of  our 
allies  nnd  colonies  In  association  with  the  Coniniissinn  Internationale  de  llevl- 
talllement,  an  organization  set  up  to  enable  each  aiilod  Oovernnient  to  obtain 
without  c<inipetitli)n  from  the  other  the  .supplies  of  manufactureil  good.s  it 
needs  from  this  cbuntry. 

Tlie  intiMdiictlon  of  Government  control  has  also  been  accomimnled  by  a 
rapid  developnieLii  of  trade  organization  for  iKith  enii>l<iyers  and  enii>loyed.  The 
operative  trade  unions  are  for  tlie  most  i>art  now  fiilerate<l  In  the  National  As- 
Sioclatioii  of  Unions  in  the  Textile  Trade,  while  various  nB.=ocla(ions  of  traders 
engaged  in  diffei'cnt  processes  of  manufacture  and  merehnntlng  have  been  caile<l 
into  esisteni'e  for  the  purpose  of  looking  offer  lliclr  .sectional  interests.  As  yet, 
employers  have  not  lietvjuie  fcdci'ated  so  closely  as  ihe  workers,  but  It  is  now 
posslBle  in  almost  every  deportment  to  secure  an  expression  ()f  organized 
opinion,  which  was  not  the  case  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  wnr. 

AmeTican  Fimu  in  China. 

A  list  of  Amcriciiii  firms  in  Tientsin.  Hankow,  nnd  Hongkong  can 

be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  of  P'orcign  and  Domesiie  Coinmerce  or 

its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  tlie  file  number  as 

follows:  Tientsin,  20073;  Hongkong,  20074;  and  Hankow,  20075.     i 
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psomrcTiOH  of  tubfentiiie  on.  akd  rosin  in  india. 

lBu[letln  of  the  Imrerlal  Inatltule.J 

In  India  turpentine-yielding  trees  are  numerous  in  the  forests  of 
the  Himalayas,  in  the  United  Provinces,  in  Assam,  Burmii,  nnd  the 
Punjab.  Turpentine  oil  and  rosin  have  been  proJuced  in  India  on  a 
emajl  scale  for  some  years.  The  oil  and  rosin  obtained  are  used  locally, 
but  the  quantity  produced  is  by  no  means  sufficient,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  amount  of  these  products,  particularly  rosin,  annually  imported 
from  the  United  States  and  elsewhere. 

The  chief  source  of  Indian  rosin  is  the  chir  pine  {Plnu^  lonf/ifoUa, 
Eoxb.),  a  species  ivhich  must  be  distinsnished  from  the  American 
P.  longifolia,  Salisb.,  now  usually  known  as  P.  paluntris,  Miller. 
The  latter  is  the  long-leaf  pine  of  the  southern  United  States  and  is 
the  chief  source  of  American  turpentine  oil  and  rosin.  The  principal 
localities  in  India  where  tapping  is  now  carried  on  are  the  West 
Almora,  Naini  Tal,  and  East  Almora  divisions  of  the  Kumaun  Circle, 
United  Provinces.  At  Bhowali,  in  the  Naini  Tal  division,  there  is 
a  Government  factory  for  preparing  turpentine  oil  and  rosin.  An- 
other locality  producmf;  rosin  is  the  Punjab,  where  a  new  distillery 
has  recently  been  erected  at  Jalloo. 

The  rosin  manufactured  at  Bhowali  is  largely  taken  by  the  paper 
mills  in  India,  for  use  as  rosin  size ;  the  turpentine  is  consumed  mainly 
by  the  railways. 
SecUne  in  Imports. 

In  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  tl>e  quantify 
of  rosin  imported  into  India,  with  the  exception  of  1915-16,  when 
receipts  were  6,442  hundredweight  (hnndredweight=112  pounds] 
larger  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  still  much  below  thosw  of  1913- 
14  and  1912-13.  (As  a  matter  of  fact,  imports  in  1912-13  were  them- 
selves 5,749  hundredweight  less  than  in  1911-12.) 

Turpentine-oil  imports  have  likewise  dropped  steadily  during  the 
half  decade.  1915-16  being  no  e.xception,  as  was  the  case  with  rosin 
that  year.  The  quantities  of  these  two  products  imported  during  the 
past  five  years  were: 


ArtlclH  and  orleln. 

1912-13 

m.-u 

i9U-.0 

.m->6 

19>fl-17 

^. 

4r,,9M 

<,H16 

i»,fiii 

14,249 

BL,017 

4),7M1 

U.3ii 

30.76,1 

CnlWSU-e,               '"W"™"  o"^- 

5:i 

7,014 

■^1 

!1.77*|  19,050 

"'^ 

7,2ai 

These  figures  credit  the  United  Kincdom  witli  the  bulk  of  turpen- 
tine oil  imported  by  India,  but,  as  in  the  case  of  the  rosin  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  it  must  be  mainly  American  or  Fi-cnch  in  origin, 
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as  no  turpentine  oil  or  romn  is  produced  in  the  British  Empiro  ex- 
cept in  India  itself. 

The  quantity  of  Indian  rosin  exported  is  small,  average  only  56 
hundredweight  per  annum  in  the  hve-year  period  from  1911-12  to 
1915-lC:  but  in  1916-17  it  amounted  to  1,492  hundredweight,  most 
of  which  went  to  Java,  The  reexports  of  rosin  (foreign  merchan- 
dise) from  India  amounted  to  700  hundredweight  in  1916-17,  468 
hundredweight  in  1915-16,  614  in  1914-15,  1,329  in  1913-14,  and 
l,'ir>3  in  1912-13. 

Distribution  of  Pine  Forests  in  India. 

Fine  forests  occur  in  the  mountains  of  India  from  Afghanistan, 
througli  Kashmir,  Punjab,  and  the  United  Provinces  to  Bhutan  and 
Assam,  and  in  Upper  and  Lower  Burma.  Five  species  of  pine  arc 
indigenous  to  India,  and  their  distribution  Lsas  follows: 

Pinus  hnglfolia  Roxb.,  the  chir  pine,  occurs  in  the  Outer  Himalaya 
and  Siwalik  Range,  and  also  in  the  valleys  of  tlic  principal  Hima- 
layan rivers,  at  an  altitude  of  1,500-7,500  feet.  It  extends  westward 
to  Afghanistan  and  eastward  to  Bhutan. 

P.  excelsa  Wall.,  the  kail  or  blue  pine,  is  found  in  the  temperate 
Himalayas  at  6,000-12,500  feet.  It  has  a  similar  range  to  P.  longi- 
folia  but  is  not  indigenous  in  central  and  northwestern  Kumaun  and 
Sikkim, 

P.  khojiija  Royle,  tlie  dingsa  or  khasia  pine,  occurs  at  elevations  of 
3,000-7,000  feet  in  the  Khasi  hills  and  hills  of  tlie  Lushai  country  of 
Chittagong  in  Assam,  and  in  the  Shan  hills  and  hills  of  Martaban  in 
Burma. 

P.  merkusii  Jungh,  and  do  Vriese,  the  tinyu,  is  essentially  a  Bur- 
mese species,  and  i»  found  in  the  hill  foi'ests  of  the  Shan  States  and 
Tonasserim  at  elevations  of  500-3,500  feet, 

P.  ffcrardiana  Wall.,  the  neosia  or  Himalayan  edible  pine,  is  found 
in  isolated  areas  on  the  inner  dry  and  arid  West  Himalayas  from  the 
Niti  Pass  in  Garhwal  (United  Provinces),  westward  to  north  Af- 
ghanistan, 
Araa  ot  fine  Forests. 

So  far  as  the  commercial  production  of  turpentine  and  rosin  in 
India  are  concerned,  the  most  important  special  is  P.  loiiffifoUa, 
smaller  quantities  being  derived  from  P.  exceUa  and  P.  kh^isi^a.  It 
is  not  possible  to  state  accurately  the  areas  covered  by  these  pines  in 
India,  as  many  of  the  forests  have  not  been  fully  surveyed.  Accord-^ 
jng  to  Trouj),  the  area  in  which  P.  longlfoUa  is  more  or  less  gregari- 
ous amounts  to  2,068.530  acres  (exclusive  of  the  forests  in  Siltkim, 
Bhutan,  Nepal,  Mnndi,  the  Frontier  States,  and  Afghanistan).  The 
principal  localities,  with  the  aiea  of  P.  loiiffi folia  forests  in  each 
case,  are  as  follows: 

Gnlirwal  ami  Kainaun  Himtilnj'a,  Uiiltod  Proviiicps 6")8,  T:a* 

Tehri-Oahrwal  Stnte  forests,  Unliol  I'lovlnccs 3««,G(!T 

Cliakratn    Division    {Jnuiisar,    wllli    Tuliri-liulirwal    Icasfil    forests). 

United  I'lwiiu-es .-* .1^.95.". 

Knufcrn.  Nortliwist  Puiijnb lOfi.OiT 

Cliniulm  Stulf,  Xortheust  I'unjiib 10,0(til 

Kulu,  Notthenst  Punjab 4,029 

Baslinlir,  Kortlu'ast  I'liii.iiili-. 11,  :;t;> 

Simla  Hills.  NortlitMSt  Vwjah 37,401 
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Bawalplodl,  Nortliwest  Punjab „    41, 000 

Hasara,  Northwest  Frontier  ProTlnco iiS.OOO 

KosIimLr,  including  Jammu  aod  I'oonch 092,480 

Of  the  above-named  regions,  the  tapping  of  pine  trees  for  resin  on 
a  commercial  scale  is  being  carried  on  at  present  only  in  the  Kumaim 
division  of  the  United  Provinces  and  in  Rawalpindi,  Punjab.  In 
the  case  of  all  the  species  of  pine  referred  to  the  ai-ea  wliicli  can  be 
profitably  worked  at  present  lor  the  production  of  rosin  and  turpen- 
tine is  considerably  less  than  that  given,  but  no  figures  of  the  avail- 
able atea  appear  to  have  been  published. 
KetliodE  ot  Tapping  and  Distillation. 

Many  of  the  forest  officers  who  started  the  oleo-resin  indnstry  in 
India  were  trained  in  the  French  forestry  schools,  and  tho  "cui)  and 
lip  "  method  of  tapping  pines  in  use  in  France  was  naturally  adopted 
in  India.  This  method  is  usually  rcpavdect  a^  betti-r  than  liie  Ameri- 
can "box"  system,  as  the  best  possible  yield  of  oleo-rcsin  is  obtained 
with  the  minimum  risk  of  injury  to  the  tree. 

In  Kiimnun  tapping  commences  about  Match,  and  the  cut  is  fresh- 
ened abont  every  0  or  7  days  (five  times  a  month)  throughout  the 
stimmer.  The  tapping  continues  for  4  or  .'>  years  and  the  ti"ees  are 
then  I'csted  for  10  years,  so  that  only  one-third  of  the  total  area  of 
pine  foreet  in  actually  being  worke<.l  at  any  one  time.  Mo^^t  of 
the  areas  in  Kumaun  jire  being  tapped  li^'htly.  one  channel  being 
put  on  trees  between  3|  and  -H  feet  m  girth,  two  channels  on  those 
between  4^  and  C  feet,  and  three  chaiiiielH  on  tlio.sc  <»vei'  G  feet  in 
girth.  Those  trees  which  are  to  be  felled  within  five  years,  however, 
are  tapped  heavily,  as  many  as  11  channel  beinp  put  on  them  in 
some  cases.  A  group  of  :i,000  trees  which  wei-e  "tupped  to  death" 
gave  a  yield  of  4r»0  hundredweight  of  olco-ie^in  during  ll>i;t.  whilst 
under  light  tapping  not  moi*e  than  I'iO  hundndwcight  could  have 
been  expected. 

The  methods  of  tapping  adopted  in  the  Pimjub  airrc_'  essentially 
with  those  in  Kuiuaun.  Experiments  have  shown,  iiowovcr,  that  a 
short  freshening  period  is  economically  sound,  mid  en  interval  of 
four  days  between  successive  tappings  is  tlie  standard  now  adopted 
in  the  Punjab. 

Troup  (The  Work  of  the  Forest  Depai-lmcnt  in  India.  11>1( )  states 
that  "it  was  in  the  factories  and  in  the  selection  and  devising  of 
manufacturing  methods  best  suited  for  the  ilistillation  of  tbe  Indian 
pine  resin  that  the  Forest  Department  found  its  hardi-^t  task,  a  task 
in  which  the  Forest  Research  Institute  at  l>e!iia  Dun  and  the  im- 

?eriai  Institute.  Ijondon,  pave  much  licl|)ful  advice  mid  assistance." 
t  was  found  tliat  the  comparatively  i)riniitivo.  din-ct  lire-heat  ap- 
paratus used  in  the  distillation  of  the  .Vnierienn  oleo-rcsin  was  un- 
suitable for  Indian  oleo-resiii,  and  in  order  to  procmo  turpentine  and 
rosin  of  good  quality  it  was  necessaiy  to  employ  steam  distillation, 
as  i^  done  in  France. 
Practice  at  the  Jalloo  Factory, 

The  following  descrijttion  of  llio  process  of  di^lilhition  adopted 
at  the  Jaloo  factory  in  the  Punjali  is  taken  from  Troup's  nuhlication 
previously  referred  to.  The  iiiclbiids  fiiit>]<.yed  at  tlm  Bhowali  fac- 
tory in  the  United  Provinces  arc  boniei^  liat  similar,  but  the  plunt  is 

;lc 
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not  quite  so  modern,  a  defect  which  it  is  hoped  to  remedy  at  the  close 
of  the  war. 

The  nleo-resln  ni5  recolvetl  from  the  forests  la  first  melted  by  steam,  a  little 
turpentine  from  a  jtrevious  illKllIintloii  belnR  ailileil  to  fnctlltnte  the  process. 
Oil  BtaiKtin;:,  the  nntev.  ilirt,  and  iitlier  Impurities  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  vat, 
and  the  clean  oleoresiii  Is  drnwn  off  Into  stora^ie  tanks,  whence  a  measured 
quanlty  Is  passed  into  the  still.  The  hitler  is  stenm  Jacketed  and  kept  hot 
by  steam  under  pressure,  so  that  any  desired  lemperature  may  he  nttulaed. 
Steam  is  inJei'tPd  Into  the  still,  and  the  turpentine  and  -water  va|)ors  which 
distill  over  are  first  pnsswl  inio  a  trap  still  to  catt-h  any  oleo-resln  that  may 
Imve  come  over  and  then  Into  a  condenser,  tlie  liquid  turitentlne  and  water 
belns  nest  separated  in  a  mechanical  separator. 

To  Insure  standard  qualities,  the  turpentine  Is  redistilled  In  a  subsidiary 
still,  and  passed  throueb  linie  water  to  remove  any  traces  of  resinous  acids. 
It  was  formerly  dehydrate*!  by  filtration  tJirouRh  ar)hydrous  sodium  sulphate, 
but  as  this  process  is  thought  to  bo  n  possible  source  ot  contaniiiiallon,  the 
Inst  traces  of  water  are  now  removed  by  storiTig  the  turpentine  for  a  time  in 
bulk.  In  order  to  dispense  with  retlistlliation,  exiieriments  are  In  progress 
on  fractionating  the  iliHtillnte  diirin;;  the  primary  distillation.  The  turpentine 
Is  put  up  for  sale  in  5-gallon  drums  bearlnc  distinctive  stencil  murks,  bun};- 
hole  disks,  and  labels  to  prevent  tamperinj;  liy  retail  traders. 

The  hot  rosin  In  the  still  is  drawil  off  by  means  of  a  vnlve  and  trani^ferreil 
to  (he  rosin  shed,  wbere  It  Is  filtered  througb  a  layer  of  cotton  wool  an<t  then 
run  Into  casks.  baRs,  or  tins  while  still  moderately  hot  and  fluid.  The  rosin 
Is  graded  according  to  American  standaixl  into  pale,  medium,  and  dark  shades, 
Fntnre  Position  of  the  Industry. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Bhowali  faetoiy  will,  in  a  few  years' 
time,  be  in  a  position  to  supply  about  60  per  .cent  of  the  total  Indian 
consumption  of  turpentine,  and  well  over  80  per  cent  of  the  rosin 
consumption.  In  addition,  tlie  distillery  which  it  is  proposed  to 
erect  at  Tanakpur  will  have  an  approximate  output  of  2.),000  gal- 
lons of  turpentine,  while  the  departmental  operations  in  the  Punjab 
will  ultimately  give  a  further  50,000  gallons,  making  a  total  of 
200,000  gallons  per  anmim  and  4,000  tons  of  rosin.  This  will  al)sorb 
practically  all  the  workable  forests  of  chir  pine  under  the  Forest 
Department. 

To-day  India  is  protlucing  about  1,800  tons  of  rosin  and  112,000 
gallons  of  turpentine  toward  its  annual  reqiiiremenLs.  Troup  points 
out  that  at  present  the  industry  is  practically  in  the  position  of 
having  to  retard  or  accelerate  its  expansion  with  direct  reference 
to  the  speed  with  which  the  remaincler  of  the  Indian  market  can 
be  secured  and  outside  markets  stich  as  Java  and  China  developed. 
It  is  here  that  closer  cooperation  with  the  trade  interests  of  India 
is  necessary,  and  more  active  measures  have  to  be  adopted  to  ad- 
vertise Indian  rosin  and  turpentine.  It  may  be  added  that  if  trans- 
port were  improved  and  cheapened,  the  cost  of  Indian  turpentine 
and  rosin  might  be  materially  reduced  and  the  postiible  markets 
greatly  increased. 

As  regards  the  financial  aspect  of  the  resin  industry  in  India,  E.  S. 
Smythies  state.s  in  Ihe  Indian  Forester  for  April,  191G,  that  a  nor- 
mally fully-stocked  chir  foiTst  nnder  favorable  conditions,  such  as 
obtain  near  Xaini  Tal.  may  be  expected  to  produce  a  net  annual  reve- 
nue of  16  to  20  rupees  f$;V.20  to  $0.50 1  per  acre.  In  areas  which  are 
not  so  favorably  situated  and  from  which  only  one-third  of  the  gross 
receipts  may  be  taken  as  net  profit  (and  this  would  apply  to  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  forests  at  present  being  worked),  the  finan- 
cial result  from  the  industry  alone  would  still  amount  to  6  or  7 
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rupees  [$1.60  to  $2.25]  per  acre  per  annum  net  profit.   Mr.  Smythies 

estimates  that  the  industry  in  India  should  in  coiirsp  of  time  produce 

a  gross  annual  revenue  of  80  to  35  lakhs  of  rupees   [$97S,000  to 

$1,135,000]. 

Suitability  of  Indian  Turpentine  and  BoEln  for  British  Haiket. 

There  is  an  aiu^Ie  luarliet  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  any  surplus 
of  either  turpentine  or  rosin  that  may  be  available  for  export  from 
India.  Whether  any  will  bo  available  for  shipment  in  the  future  re- 
mains to  be  seen,  "the  production  of  adequate  quantities  of  turpen- 
tine of  goHxl  quality  in  India  may  atimulato  the  domestic  varnish 
and  paint  industries,  so  that  the  whole  supply  may  be  tal^en  up  in 
the  country,  and  in  any  case  it  is  likely  that  the  nearer  markets,  such 
as  Java.  China,  and  Australia,  will  be  supplied  fii-st.  Further,  com- 
paratively little  is  de&nitcly  known  as  to  tho  quantity  of  oleo-resin 
that  may  be  available  for  distillation  in  India,  particularly  as  regards 
/*.  exceha,  which  yields  the  best  oil- 
There  seems  no  doubt  that  if  supplies  should  be  available  for  ex- 
port to  tho  United  Kingdom,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  disposing 
of  them  there.  Although  Indian  turpentine  derived  fmm  Pinue 
lon(/ifoU'i  differs  from  the  American  and  French  oils  in  certain  re- 
spe<'ts  (and  it  is  this  oil  which  is  produced  in  commercial  quantities), 
it  can  Iw  used  in  place  of  either;  tlip  quality  of  the  oil  now  being  pro- 
duced, iis  a  result  ot  the  experience  gained  and  the  improved  distilla- 
tion methods,  is  greatly  superior  to  that  formerly  put  on  the  market, 
and  British  varnish  makers  who  have  had  the  opportunity  to  try  it 
on  a  fair  scale  are  well  satisfied  with  its  quality.  In  fact  thel^  is 
good  iTason  to  believe  that  Indian  turpentine  would  now  bring  in 
England  as  good  a  price  as  American.  The  prospects  of  finding  a 
market  in  Great  Britain  for  Indian  nisin  are  equally  favorable. 


EXTENBIlf G  THE  BACK-HAUL  PEIVIIEGE. 

The  War  Trade  Board  have  by  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  E.  155) 
extendetl  the  back-haul  privilege  under  the  general  policy  of  re- 
stricted impoi-ts.  hitherto  applying  only  to  convenient  ports  in- 
Eumpe.  to  apply  under  the  same  conditions  to  convenient  Mediter- 
ranean jMirts  in  Africa.  The  Shipping  Control  Committee  will 
determine  what  ports  are  to  be  considered  as  convenient  within  the 
meaning  of  this  regulation. 

Furthermoi-c.  in  int«rpreting  the  list  of  convenient  ports  for  ship- 
ments from  Euro]>e.  auy  Spanish  or  PortiiL'uose  port  may  be  con- 
strued to  include  adjacent  islands  in  the  Mcdileminean  Sea  or  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocenn  north  of  the  (Jrand  Canaries,  belonging  to  those 
countriea.  West  Italian  or  Sicilian  ports  may  be  construed  as  includ- 
ing ports  in  Sardinia  and  other  Itidian  Islands  lying  to  tlie  west- 
ward of  the  west  coast  of  Italy. 


Slaughter  of  Cows  and  Heifers  in  Brazil  Regrolated. 

Vice  Consul  Richard  P.  Mimisen  reports  from  liio  de  Janeiro, 

Brazil,  that  a  decree  has  been  issued  prohibiting  the  sliiughter  of 

cows  and  heifers  suit^ible  for  re]iroduction,  ami  providing  a  fine  of 

$25  per  head  for  all  such  animals  killed  fi)i'  consumption. 
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FROFOSES  BEVZSION  OF  NETHEBXANDS  BAHE  CHASTEB. 

[(.'ommeicliil  Atlai^b^  Paul   I..   Edwards,  Tbe  Hague,   May  2.] 

The  charter  of  the  Xetherlands  Bank,  ivhieh  was  last  renewed  in 
1903,  will  expire  on  Apiil  1,  1919,  and  tlie  Government  has  proposed 
a  law  wliidi  would  renew  the  chsirter  on  that  date  for  another  period 
of  15  years.  This  newly  proposed  law  differs  in  many  respects  from 
the  present  charter;  some  of  the  modifications  are  important  antl 
sifrnificant,  wliile  others  are  purely  formal  or  of  local  importance. 

It  is  expected  that  the  new  charter  will  be  approved  by  the  legis- 
lature during  the  present  session  without  any  important  alteratiims. 

Among  the  most  important  modifications,  which  are  the  direct 
re™lt  of  war  conditions,  are  the  following  proposals: 

The  law  now  in  force  provides  that  the  snm  of  money  which  the 
bank  loans  on  paper  payable  abroad  may  not  exceed  the  so-called 
metal  balance  for  a  longer  period  than  1+  consecutive  days.  This 
balance  conplsis  of  the  gold  and  silver  holdings  over  and  above  the 
metal  "  cover,"  which  is  required  to  be  20  per  cent  of  the  demand 
liabilities — banknotes,  credit  balances  in  accounts  current,  and  local 
checks.  (The  required  metal  cover  was  I'educed  from  40  per  cent 
early  in  the  war.)  The  new  charter  will  remove  this  restriction  and 
thus  permit  the  Netherlands  Bank  to  advance  money  on  foreign 
paper  witb  more  freedom. 
SiteonDtin^  Forei^  Paper — Begerre  Fond. 

At  present  the  Netherlands  Bank  is  permited  to  discount  bills  of 
exchange,  drafts,  and  notey  only  when  they  bear  two  approved  in- 
dorsements, providing  also  the  period  of  their  currency  is  not  longer 
than  the  custom  of  the  trade  requires  and  in  no  case  longer  than  six: 
months.  The  new  law,  which  is  much  less  restrictive,  simply  states 
that  such  paper  may  be  discounted  if  its  period  of  currency  is  not 
longer  than  the  custom  of  the  trade  requires.  At  present,  other  evi- 
dences of  indebtedness  may  be  discounted  if  they  are  payable  in  Hol- 
land within  throe  months;  it  is  proposed  to  extend  this  period  to  six 
months. 

Probably  the  principal  purpose  of  the  above  modifications  is  to 
enable  the  bank  more  freely  to  accommodate  exporters  of  Dutch 
goods,  who  are  continually  forced  by  their  foreign  creditors  to  ac- 
cept paper  in  payment  for  purchases  on  account  of  the  high  rate  of 
exchange  on  Holland.  rNormally  tbe  Dutch  florin  is  worth  $0,402 
gold :  the  United  States  Treasury  circular  for  the  April,  1918,  quarter 
places  its  value  at  $0.457;5.1  The  fact  that  the  paper  which  is  taken 
in  discount  by  the  bank  will  not  liave  to  bear  two  approved  indorse- 
ments does  not  imply  that  the  bank  will  permit  a  lowering  of  the 
standard  of  tbe  paper  which  it  accepts:  it  still  has  the  right  to  reject 
paper  which  it  docs  not  think  desirable  from  the  point  of  view  of 
national  interest,  and  to  require  security  for  piiper  which  it  does 
accept. 

Another  important  proposal  is  that  the  reserve  fund,  which  was 
formerly  i-estricted  to  5,000,000  florins  (being  '25  per  cent  of  the  share 
capital),  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  may  be  en- 
larged by  a  -Special  reserve  fimd.  Since  eaily  in  the  war  the  bank 
has  folt  the  need  of  (bis  meat^ure.  A  ])ension  fund  for  employees 
of  the  bank  will  also  be  established.     Ililherlo  the  reserve  fund  could 


Goot^lc 


COaiMSBOX  KBPOKtS.  IS 

be  hivtstod  onWin  NethM-Iands  State  debts  and  in  s«^tirities  quoted 
on  the  Amsterdam  wad  oUier  important  European  stock  ezchiinges. 
According  to  the  proposed  charter  this  fund  may  bo  invested  in 
any  way  that  may  \x.  approved  by  the  directors  and  managers  of 
the  bonk. 
Cathior  vf  HTldcnd  Tam^ti  PreUUtcd — Otber  Cbanscs. 

During  the  war  the  Nethcrlanils  Bunk  h»s  developed  to  a  very 
important  degree  the  business  of  cashinfl  or  ctJleetins  coupons  and 
dividend  warrants  of  securities  held  by  HoIhuKlera.  The  amoimt  of 
this  business  alone  during  the  year  ending  March  31,  1917,  was  over 
600.000,000  florins.  The  Minister  of  B''inKnce  pr^MJses  in  the  new 
charter  to  prohibit  the  bank  from  carrying  on  this  business,  on  the 
grounds  that  tlie  go^emmentiJIy  chartered  bank  of  issue  {i.  e-,  the 
Xetherlands  Bank)  has  an  undue  advantage  over  the  provincial 
banks,  and  on  the  further  ffroitD<l  that  such  activities  are  not  pri- 
marily irithin  the  province  of  a  bank  of  issue.  This  proposal  set'ms 
generally  to  be  meeting  with  popular  approval. 

S(Hne  of  the  less  important  proposed  revisions  of  the  new  charter 
arer 

The  period  of  notice  which  the  State  must  give  before  it  may  de- 
prive the  Netherlands  Bank  of  flte  right  of  issuing  paper  money  is 
lengthened  from  one  year  to  five  years.  This  is  at  the  special  re- 
quest of  the  bank,  which  intends  shortly  to  construct  a  new  buildinjj 
in  An^erdam  which  can  not  bo  completed  within  a  short  space  of 
time. 

The  profits  of  the  bank  are  to  be  divided  according  to  a  new  sys- 
tem so  that  the  State  (which  has  received  an  average  of  about 
3^00,000  florins  during  the  past  12  vears  as  its  share  of  the  profits) 
■will  probably  receive  some  600,000  iiorins  more  per  annum. 

A  rather  radical  departure  in  the  internal  organization  of  t)ie 
bank  will  he  the  institution  of  a  special  committee  of  advice,  coiu- 
pdbed  of  men  engaged  in  business,  as  a  constdtative  boi.ly  whicli  will 
assist  in  the  foi-mation  of  the  bank's  policies. 


NSW  VOLVKE  OF  COMHEHCUL  STAnSTICS. 

CoBBplete  foreign-trade  statistics  for  tlw  liscal  year  1917  are  now 
avmilftble  hi  a  single  volume  entitled  "Commpi-ce  and  Navigutinu  of 
the  TTnited  States,  1317."  This  is  the  original  and  only  source  of 
yearly  American-trade  statistics. 

The  new  number  contains  056  pages  of  statistical  tabloid  uf  our 
foreign  commerce  in  1917  and  5,1  pages  of  summary  tables  in  most 
convenient  form.  In  the  full  tables  the  figures  are  comparcvl  with 
those  of  191C,  1915,  ISH,  and  1913;  iu  the  summary  tablc^i  a  compari- 
S(Mi  is  made  with  1&16.  There  are  a  number  of  miscellaneous!  tables 
soch  as  those  showing  the  dipping  at  American  ports. 

The  whole  is  handsomely  bound  in  red  cloth  and  makes  a  vuhiublo 
additon  to  any  reference  library.  Copies  can  be  obtained  at  $1..'>0 
from  tiie  Superintendent  of  Documents,  (iovernment  Printinp  (I'licc. 
Washington,  T>.  C,  or  from  any  of  the  district  or  cooperative  offices 
of  theBureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
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FABCEIrFOST  TREATY  BETWEEN  CHILE  AITD  BRAZIL. 

(Vice  Consul  Bkhard  P.  Momseii,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  BratU,  Hay  24,] 
By  Decree  No.  12,  962A,  of  April  10,  1918,  the  President  of  Brazil 
hns  promulgated  the  terms  of  an  agreement  recently  concluded  be- 
tween Brazil  and  Chile  for  the  direct  exchange  of  parcel-post  pack- 
ages withoift  declared  value.  This  agreement  was  enacted  by  the 
Congress  of  Brazil  on  June  22,  1916,  and  approved  by  the  President 
in  Decree  No.  3,426  of  December  21,  1917,  the  ratifications  of  the 
respective  countries  having  been  signed  on  Febi-uary  4,  1918,  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro. 


EXPORTS  TO  CERTAIN  "ENEMIES"  IN  SWITZERLAND 
AUTHORIZED. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  rationing  agreement  of  December  5, 
1917,  relating  to  exports  from  the  Umt«d  States  to  Switzerland  pro- 
vides that  the  distribution  in  Switzerland  of  the  articles  exported 
under  the  agreement  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  statutes  of 
the  Society  Suisse  de  Surveillance  (usually  referred  to  as  the  S.  S.  S.) 
and  owing  to  the  further  fact  that  certain  Swiss  firms  who,  under 
the  rules  of  the  S.  S.  S.,  are  entitled  to  receive  shipments  of  American 
goods  fall  within  the  definition  of  "enemies"  with  whom  trading  is 
prohibited  by  the  Trading  with  the  Enemy  Act  except  under  license 
from  the  War  IVade  Board,  the  War  Trade  Board  has  issued  a  gen- 
eral license  permitting  American  exporters  to  make  shipments  to  such 
firms  of  rationed  commodities  without  obtaining  an  individual  Enemy 
Trade  License  covering  the  transaction,  provided  certain  conditions 
are  complied  with.  This  authorization  is  set  forth  in  the  War  Trade 
Board  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  153)  which  follows: 

A  general  license  is  granted  to  atl  persons,  Crma,  or  corporations  In  tlie  TJnttecI 
States  to  trade  (by  exporting  DierchanOise  to  such  "  enemy  "  persons,  flriiis,  or 
coi'porallons  and  by  reteivlug  iioymeiit  tlierefor)  with,  for,  or  ou  account  of  such 
"  enemy  "  i^mon,  firm,  or  corporatioiiH  ns  by  tbo  terms  of  Article  3  of  the  stat- 
utes of  the  S.  S.  S.  may  not  t>e  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  receiving  commodi- 
ties from  the  S.  S.  S. 

This  license  shall  be  subject  to  each  of  the  following  conditions; 

(n)  The  expoitntlon  or  shipment  of  any  such  merclmndise  out  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  authorized  by  a  duly  issne<l  export  license; 

(b)  Sucli  pnyments  sliall  be  made  to  the  person.  Arm,  or  corpomtion  In  the 
United  States  entitled  thereto  only  through  a  dealer  duly  licensed  by  the  Fed- 
eral lleserve  Board  pursuant  to  the  Executive  Order  of  January  26,  1918; 

(c)  Such  trading  shall  be  limited  to  the  delivery  to  such  "enemy"  commodi- 
ties or  articles  enumerated  In  the  several  schedules  ann<>xe(l  to  sold  memoran- 
dum of  December  5,  191T,  subject  to  the  conditions  of  said  memorandum,  and 
the  receipt  of  jwyment  therefor; 

(rf)  Prior,  to  receipt  of  payment  by  the  person,  firm,  or  corporation  In  the 
United  States,  a  certificate  shall  be  issue^l  in  duplicate  either  by  the  S.  S.  S. 
or  by  a  dealer  only  licensed  by  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  pursuant  to  the 
ExectittA-e  order  of  January  2U,  1918,  or  by  a  foreign  correspondent  of  such 
dealer,  who  has  signed  the  deciarntlon  required  to  be  slgneil  by  said  order, 
certifying  that  such  "  enemy  "  person,  firm,  or  corporation  is  entitled  to  receive 
and  has  received  or  will  receive  delivery  of  said  commodily  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  .said  article  3,  and  specifying  Uic  description,  dmracler,  and  value 
thereof,  and  stating  tliat  no  otlier  certificate  has  been  issued  covering  tlie  same 
transaction ; 

(c)  The  perSijn,  firm,  or  corporation  In  the  United  States  receiving  payment 
or  engaging  in  suld  transaction  Hliall  retain  one  of  said  duplicate  copies  and 
forward  the  otitcr  copy  to  Uie  Federal  Besen'e  Board  for  filing. 
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CtntA^AO  TSABE  IN  WOODS. 

[Vlco  Coowil  C.  Si.  Gonin,  Cnracsa.  Dutib  West  Inlli'H,  Uoy  £7.| 

Before  the  war  n  oonsidernble  business  in  woods  was  done  at 
Cuni^o.  AVoods  from  the  Venezuelan  jwrts,  MumniilNi  and  Carn- 
p^no,  &ik1  from  Dominican  )M)I'U  weie  Ciirried  to  litis  place  for 
transshipment  to  the  United  States  and  to  Ewroiw.  Mamcaibo  relies 
almost  entirely  on  Ciira<;no  for  the  exportation  of  woods,  owing  to  a 
sand  bank  at  the  entrance  of  the  Oulf  of  Maraoailio,  which  makes  it 
impossible  for  vessels  with  a  draft  of  over  12  feet  to  fjo  into  or  out 
of  the  gulf-  Dealers  in  Maracaibo  woods,  as  a  rule,  own  li^t-draft 
sailing  ressels  built  to  ti'ade  with  Curasao.  Some  of  the  dealers  own 
tracts  of  land  in  the  interior  of  Maracaibu  with  forests  on  them. 
Carupano  sends  woods  to  be  transsliiped  here  to  Mediterranean  ports, 
as  no  steamers  calling  at  Carupano  go  to  the  Mediterranean. 

Hie  principal  woods  transhipped  at  Cur«<;ao  arc  as  follows: 
I'rom  Maracaibo — boKwood,  gnayacan,  ebony,  ccdai',  fustic,  and  mem- 
brillo;  from  Curapano— veia ;  from  Dominican  ports — vera,  etiony, 
almacigo  boards,  greeoheart,  campeche,  br&zilotto,  mahogany,  cedar, 
spar  or  lancewood,  candelon.  canalete,  cocobola.  chupoii,  c«rarirc, 
fustic,  guayacan,  lignum-vita-,  partridge,  and  roble. 

Restrictive  rules,  lack  of  shipping  space,  the  irregular  calls  of 
steamers,  and  the  suspension  of  the  seniro  of  different  lines  hav« 
nearly  killed  the  wood  business.    Prefei-em-e  is  now  giveji  to  coffee 
and  sugar,  which  pay  lower  freight  and  are  easier  to  handle. 
Wovd  Expoits  Iron  Caia«ao  t»  Vnltcd  BUt«« — Kindt  «t  W«Bit  Uaed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  woods  of  various  kinds 
from  Curasao  to  the  United  States  in  1S)12  and  19i:}: 


K^^.«^ 

rail 

1«J        ; 

KUOialnrads. 

INI 

im 

BoiWBd 

IM,IV5 

«s,MS 
1,797 

'i.'asi ' 

L-.,175  ■ 

tiTBuravttr 

«,<« 

"ii^ 

J;^ 

ToUl 

«,750 

The  total  quantity  of  woods  transRhii>i)«l  at  this  port  to  all  coun- 
tries in  iyi2  was  18,8S:»  tons  and  in  lyi^i.  IG.^iC'i  tons  of  2,240  pounds. 

For  the  construction  of  buUding^s.  for  beams,  floors,  and  ceilings 
und  for  ship's  planking  American  pitch  j)ine  is  usihI,  Masts  are  made 
fni«n  American  spmoe  and  keel,  knees,  and  Iwanis  of  vessels  con- 
structed here  from  Venezuelan  hardwoods,  t'onsi  ruction  wood  (lum- 
ber tad  other)  to  the  value  of  $44,702  was  imixtried  in  1912  and  to 
the  value  of  $26,650  in  1913.  Tlie  import  duly  on  woods  at  Curasao 
is  S  per  cent  of  die  value  at  port  of  shipuwnt. 

(Tbe  names  of  impcwters  aiul  (]n:iJers  In  wtuHls  at  C'ciracoo  mny  l>e  obtnlncil 
from  (lio  Iliireaii  of  Fori^lgn  nnd  Pimipstic  CcnTiii>prcf  or  lis  UlstriM  or  cooiiern- 
tive  olTicM.     Heter  to  file  N».  iii2Mii.i 

A  country  worth  fighting  for  Is  a  conntry  worth  saving'  for.    Bu7  IhrUt 
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takon  In  all  eauen.     BymUola :  •  lli'portod  hy  A 
commercial  atlacbf^B  and  commercial  agtale:  t 


AeriFDlturnl  Implemcntn 2T145 

OunillcB a7»:l8 

■■■    -ilcalsand  drugs 27131) 

'QKOods 27138,2714;) 


Fire  cnsltips  ai 


ItoBlery 27138,  27143 

leather... _ 271SS 

LlffblGrs,  cigars,  and  cigarettes 27141 


.  2714a 


Hardware :;7H0 

27138.t — A  Hnn  In  Ftance  is  In  the  market  for  cotton  textiles  and  hosiery, 
siioes,  leather,  window  and  mirror  glnsa,  candles,  leaf  tobacco,  and  petrol. 
Will  ncc^^t  any  reasonable  terms  of  puyiueiit.  Correapoodente  should  be 
In  French.    Referencea. 

27139.* — An  flgency  fs  desired  by  n  man  in  EiiRland  for  the  sale  of  sonp,  pre- 
serves, chemicals,  and  drugs.  Payment  will  be  made  by  cash  ufralnst 
ocean  bill  of  lading.  Quotations  ebould  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  Tork, 
Reference. 

27140.* — A  man  in  TeneKtiela  wishes  to  secure  agencies  for  the  sale  of  Ameri- 
can merchandise.  He  mentions  do  particular  line.  Correspondence  maj 
be  made  In  English. 

27141.* — A  man  In  Knglnnd  desires  to  purchase  tinder  lighters,  petrol  lighters, 
and  dear  and  clfnirette  lighters  of  all  kind.s.  Also  flints  for  Under  and 
petrol  lighters.  Cheaiter  qualities  arc  desired.  I'ajnieut  wilt  be  made  by 
cash  on  delivery  or  30  days  draft.  Quotations  may  be  maik  t.  o.  b.  New 
York, 

27142.*— An  assoclntlon  In  Mexico  would  like  to  hiiy  n  new  modern  motor-driven 
fire  engine"  suitable  for  town  of  about  15,000  Inhabitants,  one  fire  alarm 
apparatus  with  dozen  or  two  dozen  alarm  boxes,  and  one  or  two  do^ten 
firemen's  hats.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  Bl  Paso,  Tex.  Goods 
sboulil  be  packed  for  inspection  at  border,  showing  weights  as  gross,  net, 
and  tare.    Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish.    References. 

271-13. • — An  BRency  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  England  for  the  wile  of  hosiery, 
cotton  yarn,  cottbn  piece  goods,  and  worsteds  and  linens.  Quotations  may 
be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Payment  will  he  made  by  cash  against  ocean 
bill  of  lading.    Reference. 

27144.*— A  Ann  In  China  wfsbes  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  pure 
white  cotton  thread.  Samples  of  thread.  sbowlnR  kind  desli-ed,  may  bo 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offlcea.  (Refer  to  file  No.  102754.) 
The  thread  should  he  put  np  In  skeins  and  put  up  In  bundles  of  from 
2S  to  32  skeins.  This  kind  of  thread  Is  used  for  lace  making  and  large 
quantities  are  desired  annually.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Eoglisb. 
References. 

2714.'>.t — An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  France  for  the  sale  of  agricultural 
implements.    Correspondence  should  be  In  French.    References. 

27146.* — A  man  tn  England  would  like  to  .=ecure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of 
cutlery,  hardware,  enamel  wore,  galvanizctl  Iron,  etc.  Quotations  may  be 
made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Paynient  will  be  made  by  cash  against  documents. 
Reference. 

A  country  worth  flshtin^  for  la  a  country  worth  saving  (or.    Buy  Tlirlft 
Stamps. 
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SPECIAL  FORECAST  OF  DTOIA'S  WHEAT  CBOF. 
A  special  forecast  of  India's  wheat  crop  of  1917-18,  published  in 
(liC  Indian  Trade  Journal  for  April  26.  1918.  pives  the  total  area 
rejwrtcd  as  35,461,000  acres,  as  compared  with  32,962.000  acres  at  the 
corrcspondinpc  date  a  year  aeo,  an  increase  of  B  per  cent.  As  com- 
pared with  the  final  figure  ot  Inst  year  (32,940,000  acres)  the  present 
estimate  also  shows  an  increase  of  8  per  cent. 

Tlie  total  yield  is  estimated  at  10,277,000  tons,  as  against  9,929.000 
tons  estimatetl  at  this  time  last  year,  or  an  increase  of  3,r»  per  cent. 
Although  there  was  an  in<*ease  in  area  there  was  not,  Iwcanse  of 
deficient  winter  r«ins.  anything  like  a  similar  increase  in  outturn. 
'^All  things  considered,*'  says  the  Journal,  "the  outturn  of  the  crop 
is  slightly  above  the  revised  final  estimates  of  last  year  (10,234,000 
toas)." 


IKCBEASED  AREA  TTNDEK  FLAX  IN  ONTABIO. 

[Consul  relli  3.  S.  Jobniton.  Kingston.  Ontario.  CaDflda,  June  IT.] 

Owing  to  the  increasing  demand  for  flax  fiber  from  which  the  fab- 
ric for  aei-oplanes  is  manufactured,  representatives  of  the  British 
War  Office  were  sent  to  Canada  in  the  early  pai-t  of  the  year  to 
further  encourage  the  growing  of  flax  in  the  Dominion  and  a 
greatly  increased  supply  is  now  n^ured  this  year.  The  Ontario 
Government  has  taken  effective  steps  to  encourage  farmers  to  devote 
additional  acreage  to  flax,  and  i-eports  received  show  that  there  is 
now  every  likeUhood  of  Ontario's  production  being  increased  from 
4,000  acres  prior  to  the  war  to  10,000  acres  this  year. 

There  are  40  flax  mills  in  Ontario,  and  while  a  large  proportion  of 
the  Canadian  flax  crop  is  grown  for  seed,  the  Province  will  proiUuo 
considerable  fiber  for  the  manufacture  of  fabric  for  aeroplanes  as 
wcU  as  for  seed. 

«2281*— 18  17 
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ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  POMICTILTimAL  STATIOK  IN  BRAZIl. 

[Vice  Caosul  [Uchard  P.  Uoniscn,  Rio  dc  Jaach'o.  Maj  24,] 

The  President  of  Brazil  has  authorized  the  tranfiformatioii  of  the 
expotimcntal  station  at  Deodoro,  Federal  District,  into  a  pomicul- 
turai  station,  ivhich  is  to  serve  as  a  model  for  the  farmers  of  the  dis- 
trict, as  a  i>ractice  school  for  students  Mho  exi>ect  to  take  nn  this  line 
of  agriculture,  and  as  a  niirseiy  for  tlie  production  of  fruit  Irees 
for  free  distribution  to  planters. 

The  woik  of  the  station  will  comprise  the  following  activities :  (1) 
Tlie  production  of  domestic  fruit  trees  and  those  foreign  types  al- 
ready selected  and  acclimatized;  (2)  the  inti-oduction  of  new  for- 
eign species;  (8)  the  improvement,  by  rational  cultivation,  of  in- 
digeiious  fruit  trees;  (4)  the  study  of  insect  ixists,  with  a  view  to 
discovering  means  of  destroying  them;  (5)  the  study  of  better 
methods  ot  transporting  plants  and  of  paciung  fruit;  (6)  the  study 
of  improved  processes  of  conserving  fruits  in  their  natural  state,  or 
in  the  form  of  preserves,  and  of  their  distribution  to  the  trade; 
and  (7)  the  maintenance  of  apprenticeships  for  young  men  be- 
tween die  ages  of  15  and  18  for  instruction  in  pomology. 

Besides  these  activities,  the  station  will  maintain  a  field  for  the 
cidtivation  of  fodder  vegetables;  a  horticultural  and  gardening  sec- 
tion ;  and  a  practical  course  in  plowing,  not  only  for  the  apprentices 
in  the  station,  but  also  for  the  farmers  of  the  surrounding  territory. 

The  personnel  of  the  station  will  indude  a  director  and  four 
assistants,  the  director  to  receive  a  salary  of  8,400  milreis  (about 
$2,130  in  American  currency)  per  annum. 


NORWEOIAN  SHIPBUILDEBS  ADOPT  "COST  FLITS"  PLAN. 

tVicc  Consul  U,  E.  Csrison.  Cliclstlanla,  iUy  21.1 

Before  the  war  the  usual  method  of^Mntracting  for  the  building 
of  a  vessel  was  to  award  the  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder  or  to 
the  builder  who  promised  to  build  tiie  vessel  in  the  shortest  time. 
This  method  of  closing  contracts  had  been  approved  by  long  usage, 
and  was  undoubtedly  the  correct  one  under  conditions  that  were 
stable  and  where  prices  for  raw  materials  and  where  wages  were 
more  or  less  stationary,  but  the  European  war  has  brought  about  a 
change  of  practice.  The  Norwegian  shipbuilders  had,  no  doubt, 
several  unfortunate  experiences  before  they  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  system  similar  to  the  American  "  cost  plus  "  plan  would  have 
to  be  adopted. 

Contracts  signed  under  this  system  place  the  burden  of  costs  UfXin 
the  man  ordering  the  vch.sg1.  and  not  wpnn  the  builder.  In  the  past 
the  builder  agreed  to  build  a  vessel  of  certain  dimensions  for  u 
certain  fixed  price  and  perhaps  within  a  certain  set  time.  Now,  liow- 
ever,  tlie  new  contracts  contain  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  the 
owner  engages  to  return  to  the  builder,  when  the  vessel  is  ready  for 
delivery,  all  of  the  latter  s  outlays  and  expenditures  incurred  in  the 
construction  of  the  vessel,  plus  a  certain  percentage,  which  is  in- 
tended to  cover  the  items  of  expenses  connected  with  management, 
administration,  and  profit.  This  renders  the  builder  independent  of 
sudden  advances  in  tne  |>rices  of  raw  materials,  and  also  of  advances 
in  wages  which  must  be  made  to  the  workmen, 
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How  the  Sjitem  Worki. 

An  example  of  the  way  in  which  this  system  works  recently  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  Norwegian  papers.  The  vessel  to  be  built  13 
placed  at  1,150  tons  deadweiglit  and  the  percentage  at  60  per  Cent, 
which,  it  is  claimed,  is  lower  than  the  rates  usually  named  in  con- 
tracts. It  is  estimated  that  the  steel  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
vessel  would  amount  to  370  tons.  The  current  price  for  steel  being 
800  crowns  ($214,40)  per  ton,  the  outlay  for  this  purpose  would 
therefore  amount  to  296,000  crowns  ($79,328),  Grouping  the  vari- 
oa"!  outlays  we  would  get  the  following:  Steel,  290,000  crowns 
($79,328) ;  wages,  about  100,000  crowns  ($26.800) ;  machinery,  about 
160,000  crowns  ($42,880) ;  equipment,  about  80,000  crowns,  ($21,440) ; 
total,  636,000  crowns  ($170,448) ;  plus  60  per  cent,  or  381,600  crowns 
($102,268);  grand  total,  1,017,600  crowns  ($272,716), 

According  to  these  statements  the  vessel  would  cost  about  885 
crowns  ($237)  per  ton.  This  seems  to  be  rather  high,  but  reductions 
in  the  pz-ice  of  tne  steel  might  bring  the  price  per  ton  down  by  several 
dollars.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  average 
"plus"  charge  is  liable  to  be  much  more  than  60  per  cent,  in  these 
days  when  profits  in  ships  and  ship  Shares  are  soaring  in  the  region 
above  100  per  cent.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  "  cost  plus  "  system 
in  the  only  means  whereby  the  builder  can  protect  himself  against 
sudden  advances  in  prices  and  wages. 


STORAGE  AND  PBOTECTION  OF  SCOTCH  FACEED  HERRINO. 

(Coiml  JampR  S.  BeneiUct,  St  Johns,  NewtounillaDd.  June  IS.] 
On  recommendation  of  the  Herring  Fishery  Board,  the  governor 
in  council  has  approved  the  following  new  rule  regarding  the  stor- 
age and  protection  from  weather  conditions  of  Scotch  packed  herring 
on  arrival  at  St,  Johns  for  transshipment  or  export: 

Directly  upon  tbe  arrival  o(  Smtcli  packed  herrings  at  St.  Johns  for  trans- 
Ehipnient,  the  owners  or  their  agents  Hhall  1  mine i] lately  take  charge  of  same,  see 
llmt  Ibey  are  proi>erly  stored  upon  the  beiges,  oiiil  otherwise  lu'oteetetl  from 
the  effects  of  the  weather,  recooiiereil  and  repit-kleil  if  so  Instructed  by  an  In- 
spector, othei^vlse  the  iMiard  may  canse  shipment  to  be  deferred  until  such  time 
as  said  instructions  Jiare  l>een  complied  with,  and  if  at  any  time  an  Inspector 
may  have  reason  to  believe  that  herrings  through  delay  In  transshlpplDg  or 
otbem'lse  may  have  deterionited  In  (juallty  through  loss  of  pickle,  exposure, 
or  from  any  other  cause,  he  shall  hare  power  to  cause  thcni  to  he  opened  and 
examined  In  his  presence,  and  It  neccssiny  {nlthoufih  previously  Inspected  and 
branded),  may  eouse  the  Crown  brand  to  be  removed  therefrom. 


BEFUITD  FOB  CENSOBED  CABLES. 
Tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  lieon  advised 
by  (he  chief  cable  censor  that  the  repayment  of  tolls  for  cables  origi- 
nating in  the  United  States  which  are  stopped  by  the  United  States 
censorship  before  leaving  the  United  States  is  not  absohitcly  pro- 
hibited by  censorship.  Requests  from  callc  users  for  i-cfunds  are 
considered  individually  and  on  their  merit,  and  the  cable  companies 
are  allowed  to  make  refunds  when  evidence  of  nondelivery  is  pre- 
sented and  when  no  military  objection  exists,  Kefund  is  infrequently 
denied  when  requested  by  loyal  firms. 
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lUPORT  OF  FOREIGN  SECUBITIES  nTTO  HOLLAIH). 

[Commercial  Attscbj  Paul  I..  Edwarda,  The  Hagac,  Uaj  11.] 
A  bin  has  just  been  introduced  into  the  Netherlands  States-Gen- 
eral, which  would  give  the  Minister  of  Finance  complete  control  over 
the  importation  into  Holland  of  almost  all  kinds  of  securities.  In 
presenting  this  bill  the  Minister  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  from 
information  which  he  had  obtained  from  the  Netherlands  stamp-tax 
offices  he  has  reason  to  believe  over  200,000,000  florins  ($100,000^000 
at  present  rate  of  exchange  of  2  florins  per  $1)  in  foreign  securities 
have  been  imported  into  Holland  since  January  1,  1917.  He  and 
the  leading  financiers  of  the  coimtry  are  particularly  desirous  that 
Holland's  abundance  of  money  should  not  load  to  a  too-free  invest- 
ment in  long-term  claims  upon  foreign  countries.  Tlie  proposed 
law  would  give  the  Minister  of  Finance  authority  to  prevent  the 
importation,  issue,  placing  in  circulation,  transfer,  and  hypothecation 
of  foreign  public  stocks  and  bonds  of  all  sorts,  of  all  evidencci^  of 
ownership  issued  in  Holland  against  deposits  of  share  certificates 
and  bonds  of  concerns  established  abroad,  and  also  of  interest  and 
dividend  certificates  issued  in  Holland  for  the  account  of  foreign 
concerns. 

Mai!  coming  to  Holland  is  uncensored  by  the  Netherlands  authori- 
ties. If  such  mail  is  believed  to  contain  foreign  securities  the  import 
of  which  is  forbidden,  the  letters  will  have  to  be  opened  in  the  pres- 
ence of  an  officer  of  the  Government.  In  Holland,  when  securities 
are  sold,  hypotliecated,  transferred,  or  otherwise  leave  the  i>ossession 
of  a  person,  they  have  to  Ix"  stamped  at  the  stamp-tax  office.  If  they 
do  not  appear  at  the  stamp-tax  office,  their  presence  may  i-emain  un- 
known. Thus  there  still  remains  the  possibility  (even  should  the 
pro]>osed  law  be  passed)  that  persons  in  Holland  may  clandestinely 
import  foreign  securities  and  hold  them  continually  in  tlieir  own 
possession.  It  is  not  thought  that  this  clandestine  trade  would 
reach  an  appreciable  amount. 

[Earlier  rules — those  of  the  Financial  Department  of  the  Neth- 
erlands Oversea  Trust — governing  the  importation  of  securities  into 
Holland  were  given  in  CommerceReports  for  Aug.  18  and  20, 1017. J 


UARXET  DESIRES  FOB  HEXICAN  FIBERS. 
An  American  consular  officer  has  forwarded  the  name  of  a  person 
who  desires  to  get  in  touch  with  persons  in  the  United  States  who 
are  interested  in  the  importation  of  Mexican  fibers,  such  as  henequen, 
pochote,  etc.  He  is  iiropared  to  sell  outright,  act  as  commission  mer- 
chant, and  also  as  agent.  The  name  of  the  inquirer  can  l)e  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
or  cooperative  offices  by  i-eferring  to  file  No.  lOiSOO. 


Correotioii. 


In  the  article  on  the  earnings  of  French  railways  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  April  23  the  figures  of  the  receipts  of  the  Eastern  and 
Northern  lines  in  the  table,  on  page  306,  should  he  reversed.  The  re- 
ceipts of  the  Chemins  de  fer  du  Nord  for  1917  were,  accordingly, 
$51,102,154,  and  those  for  the  Chemins  de  fer  dc  I'Est  $19,835,302. 
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CASAOIAH  BESEABCH  FELLOWSHIPS  Aim  STTTDEHTSHIFS. 

[Atelnct  ot  article  In  Weeklf  BuIIpIId,  CanadliD  Dc|iiirlincDt  of  Trade  and  Comoierce, 

Oiuwa,  June  17.] 

The  Research  Council  at  Ottawa  was  established  to  promote  re- 
search in  pure  and  applied  science,  especially  in  sciences  related  to 
the  industries.  Research  in  Canada  has  been  largely  suspended  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years,  except  in  a  few  of  the  leading  industrial  es- 
tablishments and  smelting  plants.  The  scientific  staffs  of  the  uni- 
versities have  been  greatly  depleted  by  the  enlistment  of  their  mem- 
bers, and  those  left,  burdened  with  heavier  teaching  duties,  have 
been  unable,  except  in  a  very  few  cases,  to  do  more  than  carry  out 
their  routine  work.  The  effect  on  research  workin  Canada  will  be 
very  serious,  nnless  measures  are  taken  soon  to  supply  the  growing 
deficiency.  To  encourage  researcli  in  pure  science,  with  special  em- 
phasis on  sciences  that  are  apt  to  have  an  industrial  application,  the 
Eosearch  Council  has  instituted  a  large  number  of  studentships  and 
fellowships  tenable  at  any  of  the  Canadian  universities,  which  are 
granted  to  graduates  or  others  who  have  shown  that  they  are  capable 
of  conducting  scientific  research.  The  studentships  are  valued  at 
$750  and  the  fellowships  at  $1,006  to  $1,500  per  year. 

There  are  to-day  eight  students  and  fellows  of  the  Research  Coun- 
cil in  various  Canadian  universities.  Among  the  subjects  under  in- 
vestigation are  the  following:  The  economic  utilization  of  the  tar 
sands  of  Alberta,  the  utilization  of  straw  for  light,  heat,  and  powei', 
and  rubber  solutions  and  colloids.  None  of  these  investigations  has 
been  completed,  but  encouraging  results  have  been  reported. 

Copies  of  the  regulations  governing  these  studentships  and  fellow- 
ships may  be  obtiiined  on  application  to  the  secretary  of  the  Research 
Council,  Ottawa, 

ASSOCIATIOKS  OF  CLOSSD-DOWV  QEBHAIT  FACTOBIES. 
[Doard  of  Trade  Journal,  June  13.] 

The  Association  of  Closed-down  Cotton  Weaving  Factories  in  Ger- 
many, foimded  in  March,  with  its  lieadquartei-s  in  Dresden,  informs 
the  Munchner  Neueste  Nachrichten  that  it  has  been  joined  by  very 
many  concerns,  including  the  most  iin|X)rtant  of  those  affected.  The 
association  aims  at  securing  for  the  closed-down  factories  a  repre- 
sentation propoi-tionate  to  their  number  and  importance  in  the  war 
economic  organs,  so  that  questions  affecting  their  whole  existence  shall 
not  be  decided  exclusively  under  the  influence  of  the  concerns  not 
closed  down.  The  association  further  demands  that  in  the  removal 
of  important  business  equipment  consideration  shall  be  paid  to  the 
vital  necessities  of  closed-down  concerns,  and  that  the  question  of 
indemnification  shall  be  settled  on  principles  different  from  those 
now  in  force  and  corresponding  with  the  demands  of  equity. 

A  Union  of  Closed-down  Cotton  Weaving  P'actories  has  been  estab- 
lished at  Mnnehen-Gladbach,  which  lias  already  been  joined  by  50 
factories  in  th(}  district.  The  object  of  this  union  is  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  its  members,  both  now  and  during  the  period  of  transi- 
tion. 

A  conntry  worth  flgl^ti^E  toi  Is  a  country  woTth  saving  tor.  Buy  Ibtlft 
Stamps. 
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BESTBICTION  ON  IMPORT  OF  PLTTUBAOO  OR  ORAFHITG  EXTENDED. 

The  resirietioji  upon  the  import  of  plumbago  or  graphite  lias  been 
extended  by  the  War  Trade  Board  in  a  new  ruling  ( W.  T.  B.  li.  157) , 
to  be  effective  for  the  entire  calendar  year  of  1918,  Under  the  List  of 
Restricted  Imports  Xo.  1,  this  restriction  was  made  absolute  until 
July  1  of  this  year,  the  possibility  of  importing  not  to  exceed  5,000 
long  tons  for  tlie  remainder  of  the  year  being  left  open  should  inves- 
,  tigation  pi-ove  that  stocks  in  this  country  were  inadequate  to  meet  the 
home  requirements  for  the  entire  year.  As  a  result  of  the  investiga- 
tion it  has  been  found  that  present  stocks,  together  with  the  home 
production,  suffice  to  me«t  the  home  requirements  until  well  into  1919. 
The  restriction  has  therefore  been  continued  in  effect,  and  the  Bureau 
of  Imports  has  been  instructed  to  issue  no  licenses  for  the  importation 
of  plumbago  or  graphite  for  the  rest  of  the  calendar  year. 


COUUISSION  TO  CONTROL  NEW  BRUNSWICK  FORESTS. 

[Consul   E.  Vcme  RkbRrdBon,  Moucton,   New   Brunanick.  Canidk.  June  -0.1 

Under  legislation  passed  at  the  fecentiy  concluded  session  of  the 
Parliament  of  New  Brunswick,  a  commisfdon  to  take  full  charge  of 
the  foi-ests  on  the  crown  lands  ot,  the  Province  was  authorized.  The 
formation  of  this  commission  has  now  been  completed  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  representative  of  the  private  timberland  owners. 
Others  comprising  the  personnel  are  the  Minister  of  Tjands  and 
Mines,  the  deputy  minister,  the  chief  forester,  and  a  representative 
of  the  holders  of  timber  licenses  under  Government  authority. 

Seceiit  Forestry  ActivitiCB  in  the  Province. 

While  noting  tlie  appointment  of  this  commission,  a  few  remarks 
regarding  recent  forestry  activities  in  the  Province  may  be  in  order. 
During  the  year  ended  October  31,  1917,  about  925,000  acres  were 
covered  under  a  system  of  forest  survey  and  land  classification  then 
in  force.  The  cost  of  this  work,  for  the  field  service  alone,  was  about 
21  cents  per  acre.  In  all,  since  the  general  project  was  inaugurated 
some  two  years  ago,  1,250,000  acres  have  been  brought  under  the 
scrutiny  of  agents  of  the  Government.  It  is  to  assist  further  in  ac- 
complishing the  object  of  forest  conservation  that  the  commission 
now  formed  has  been  appointed.  Under  its  control  reorganization  of 
the  forest  service  and  its  coordination  under  a  single  head  will  be 
possible.  Specifically,  the  commission  will  seek  to  develop  practical 
measures  for  fire  protection,  supervise  scaling  operations,  enforce 
cutting  regulations  on  crown  lands,  and  continue  the  forest  survey 
and  land  clas.^ification  branches  of  the  work. 
The  OoTemment's  flans  for  the  Forests. 

Ill  the  ninth  auntinl  report  of  the  Canadian  Conservation  Commis- 
sion (1918)  the  following  paragraph  appears  regarding  the  desire 
of  the  New  Brunswick  government  in  respect  of  the  forests  of  the 
Province: 

The  Eovernment  of  New  Brunswick  wislie^^.  eventually,  to  imuinge  lUe  pro- 
viiiclnl  Crown  lands  oti  a  pernmncnt  Instead  of  a  temporary  basis,  by  liarvest- 
iug  each  yonr  only  the  eqiilvalenf  of  the  annual  growtli.  The  vlial  Importance 
of  tills  from  thp  vlewiioint  ot  the  ftitwro  Is  plain  when  It  is  considered  that  tlie 
estimated  amount  of  spruce  and  lialsam  in  New  Brunswick  is  equivalent  to  only 
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■bout  30  times  the  present  annani  cnt  of  these  species  for  lamber  nml  p«li>- 
wood,  Tliia  slatetaent,  of  course,  dlsr^ards  the  nimual  srowth.  tlic  iimuunt  of 
whicb  Is  purely  conjectural,  but  is  knowu  to  be  much  less  than  would  be  the 
case  under  Rood  mauacenient.  This  only  serves  to  empliusiKe  the  urgent  neces- 
slt;  for  Increasing  production  nnd  elimhintlne  unneceRsiiry  wnRte.  It  1r  well 
known  thnt  a  Tast  amount  of  moterlnl  Is  WHSted  in  (he  woods,  much  of  wlilcn 
wnUl  be  utilized  with  proptr  care,  thus  relieving  to  that  extent  tlie  henvy  de- 
mands upon  the  forest.  Further,  the  coniferous  spe<-ies,  or  utilt  wockIk.  am 
being  heavily  overcut  In  proiwrtlim  to  the  hardwoods.'  There  Is  ur)n>nt  need  for 
the  development  of  hardwood-usiuK  industries  to  equalize  the  strnlit.  To  foriii 
the  hafils  for  n  policy  calculsted  to  solve  these  various  probleiu:^  1b  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  forest  survey. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  opinions  above  expressed,  ivhkh  were 
littered  at  Ottawa  at  the  Conservation  Commission's  meeting  in  No- 
vember last,  have  now  been  crystallized  into  a  practical  project  by 
the  creation  of  the  foresti^  commission  from  which  much  is  expected 
in  the  way  of  efficient  management  of  the  chief  revenue-producing 
industry  of  the  Province. 
BnlldluK  of  Wfttch  Toweri. 

The  commission  at  its  first  sitting  in  Frederictun.  the  provincial 
capital,  appointed  nn  examining  hmrd  to  investigate  the  qualifica- 
tions of  all  employees  in  the  for&stry  service.  The  commission  also 
decided  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  watch  towers  for  tlie  early 
detection  of  fires,  and  four  or  five  will  be  bnilt  this  year  on  the  high- 
est point  of  the  principal  forest  areas,  commanding  a  wide  survey 
of  the  surrounding  country.  These  will  be  wooden  .structures  of  the 
most  approved  design.  It  was  decided,  also,  to  begin  the  cutting  of 
forest  trails  and  the  building  of  telephone  lines.  Fire-fighting  equip- 
ment will  be  purchased  and  located  at  varioiw  strategic  points. 


APPEAL  TO  DEPABTHENT  FOBCE  TO  ECONOMIZE  IN  FUEL. 

Owing  to  the  possibility  of  coal  shortage  next  winter.  Secretary 
Bedfieldhiis  appealed  to  the  officers  and  employees  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commiercc  to  employ  all  passible  menns  to  save  coal  during 
the  coming  months.    The  appeal  rollows: 
Ti>  offlcers  atul  cmplogecs  of  the  Dcpartmcnl  of  CommftTc: 

The  fuel  outloolf  at  this  date  shown  tlie  ))OsslbIlity  of  a  shorlafre  In  llio 
cominj:  winler.  Various  conclitiun.t  niny,  indeed,  improve  tlie  sltutiilon,  hut 
there  Is,  of  course,  a  possibility  of  an  adverse  chantEf.  From  any  imlur  of 
view  the  situation  Is  one  tliot  calls  for  every  imssible  efforl  on  the  pnrt  of  Iho 
Service  under  jour  charge  In  certain  definlle  directions.    These  iirc: 

(a)   The  saving  of  coal  In  the  use  of  tliut  fuel. 

(6)  The  use  of  wood  where  proclH-able  to  replarc  coal. 

(c)  Care  In  the  use  of  electric  ll[;hts  aud  of  gas. 

id)  Special  measures  of  economy. 

la)  The  tavttiff  of  cool  in  Us  w^c.— Caifless  and  l^noranl  flrinc  is  rc^pon- 
Btble  for  the  waste  of  much  coal.  1  iiave  heard  tliat  there  was  iif  old  a 
proverb  to  (lie  eifect  tliiit  It  men  would  reiH-nt  i)ut  for  one  day  llic  niilicuuium 
n-ould  immediately  conte.  Cerlaln  it  Is  llmt  it  all  rotil  users  did  Ihelr  flriuK 
ivilh  care  and  intelligence  millions  of  tuns  nf  coal  would  be  available  tliat  aro 
now  waste<I.  See  tttat  directions  ai'c  given,  followetl  so  far  n»  posslhlo  by  care- 
ful personal  Instruction,  to  economize  timl  in  every  flelil  station  under  yoiir 
cbaree.  He  who  flres  a  boiler  wist>ly  now  may  insure  his  wITi*  and  lialiics 
against  cold  next  winter.  Black  smoke  nieans  iKwir  apiuiralus  or  poor  liiiiiii; 
in  either  case  wasted  money,  lie  who  niaki>.<  S  slmvels  of  coal  Ro  wiicre 
10  went  before  serves  Ids  country  well  and  hcljis  win  the  war. 

(61  T/ir  u»c  of  troorf  where  jiraetUtihie  Id  ycfilurr  nml. — In  and  alMHit  smne 
field  BtatfODS  in  your  care  mny  be  wood  available  for  fuel  and  not  suited  to 
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oUier  USG.  A  defid  tree,  a  Qea^  broach,  a  stump  tliat  caa  be  split — these  used 
as  (uel  where  circumstances  [)ei-uiit  save  coal  and  lielp  win  tlie  war. 

In  a  uelgliborlng  wood  lot  tliere  may  be  lying  dead  trees.  Possibly  some 
arrangement  Diay  be  made  wltb  tlie  owner  wliei'eby  they  can  be  secured  dq  a 
reasonable  basis. 

Let  every  effort  be  used  to  luaktt  wood  tliat  is  only  sultalile  for  fuel  take  the 
place  of  coal.    See  tltnt  llils  is  giveti  primacy  and  uot  perfunctory  care. 

(c)  Care  tti  the  v*c  of  electric  lights  and  of  gai. — See  tliat  in  the  buildings 
used  by  your  Service  lights  are  not  used  before  and  after  they  are  necessarr. 
'■  Turn  out  the  light "  Is  always  sound  sense,  but  now  has  eavlug  value. 

Use  electric  lights  of  an  economical  sUe  and  kind.  Some  old  types  consume 
much  more  current  than  modern  ones,  particularly  it  <hc  lamps  are  allowed  to 
burn  when  thoy  are  old.  The  Bureau  of  Standards  will  advise  you  as  to  types. 
In  many  a  closet,  hall,  and  other  place  wb«%  no  reading  is  required  small 
lamps  do  as  well  as  large  ones  <a  15-wBtt  may  reirfocc  a  25-watt  or  a  40-watt). 
On  the  otiter  band,  where  much  light  Is  required,  one  himp  of  fairly  large  capac- 
ity is  more  efficient  tlian  a  group  of  small  ones.  Hero  also  the  Bureau  of 
Standards  can  assist  you. 

{4)  Special  meatvret  of  ooonomv. — See  that  Instcoctions  are  given  not  to 
oiJen  ivlndows  directly  over  radiators  nest  winter  W  TentilntiMi  can  be  had  any 
other  way.  It  Is  easy  by  carelessness  in  this  respect  to  double  the  condensing 
powi?r  of  a  radiator,  hence  to  make  double  demand  upon  the  boiler,  so  wasting 
foeL 

See  that  steam  pipes  are  covered  and  that  those  already  s^iposed  ta  be  cov- 
ered are  actually  so. 

Tlierc  may  be  places  where  kerosene  can  be  used  as  foel  so  long  as  the  sup- 
ply thereof  is  good.  (Consult  the  Fuel  Admin Istratloti.)  If  peet  can  be  had 
nee  It  where  it  will  go. 

Let  every  oSices  In  charge  of  a  field  etatlon  reciiou  himself  responsible  for 
aiding  the  Fuel  Administration.  It  Is  his  [wtriotlc  duty  In  this  matter  of  fuel 
to  help  the  country.  

INDIA'S  1B17-1S  SEBAICE  CROP. 


The  geneml  meniorandum  on  India's  sesame  (til  or  jinjili)  ci-op 
that  appeared  in  Commerce  Beports  for  March  2G,  1918,  was,  ap 
therein  statecl,  fuuil  for  all  Provinces  and  Native  States  reporting,  ex- 
cept I^Iadras  and  Hyderabad.  Final  returns  for  these  two  are  now 
available  and  necessitate  the  modi£cation  of  the  earlier  figures. 

The  general  results  for  all  the  Provinces  from  whicli  reports  have 
been  received  by  the  Indian  Department  of  StntisUcs  are  as  follows: 


Period. 

Area. 

PTDductim. 

4,342,nw 

IS;!!! 

Tva. 

' 

•  Exehidtne  AJaRr-Henfim. 
In  addition  to  the  area  for  which  particulars  are  given  above, 
sesame  is  grown  in  certain  oUier  tracts  in  British  India  (mainly 
Burma),  and  tlie  average  area  so  grown  for  the  last  five  years  has 
been  some  1,202,000  acres,  with  an  estimated  production  of  89,000 
tons. 


REVIEW  OF  SOVTH  AFEICAN  TRADE  FOR  1917. 

[CoDiul  <ieiipr«l  GrnrfK  H.  Harpbf.  Cspe  Town,  Apr.  la.J 

The  total  iiilues  of  imports  into  the  XJninn  of  South  Africa  during 
the  past  five  vears  (incliiding  the  latest  norma!  vcar,  1913)  were  as 
follows:  In  1913.  $L>0S.2r2,000;  in  1914,  $1T7,101,'000;  in  1915,  $164,- 
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651,000:  in  1916,  $200,427,000;  and  in  1917,  $186,706,000.  Of  the  total 
for  1917,  $169,115,000  represents  tlie  value  of  imported  merchan- 
dise; $8,397,000,  articles  imported  for  South  Africnn  Government; 
and  $9,194,000,  specie.  Of  the  total  imports  of  merchandise  the  Brit-  . 
ish  Empire  supplied  the  following  amounts  during  the  past  five 
years: 


-  ?124,4iai!UI 
.  10J.09",lHin 
.       88,  043.  000 

lao.  8-i(!.  ono 


The  United  Kingdom  alone  supplied  during  this  perio<l : 


:913 !i:in2, 051, 000 

1914 8«.  332, 000 

1915 -   83,000,000 

no.  687, 000 

88. 718, 000 


1917 

li^crtt  fron  KoB-British  Conatrlc*. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  from  the  United  .States  from 
1918  to  1917  is  shoiffu  by  the  following  figures : 

Percentage 


8-'>l,  000                9 
COS.  000                0 
486,000              15 
570,000              16 
310,000             18 

vere  as  follows 

The  amounts  credited  to  other  sources  of  supply 
in  1917,  compared  with  1913 : 

CouQtttes. 

1*13 

«., 

CouncH., 

,...  1  ..., 

KcUwbiklii 

"•iSllffi 
Igffi 

tl,73S,0(IO 
1>IODO 

i\txa.v)o 

Chile 

11,128,000  1  11,761,000 
IM3.00I)       1,4IS,0M 

)w<,ooai  i,isi,ooa 

DatehEBStlndlea..... 

p^twS«ieEkii*A»i^:::: 

*.81^««  i         M^OgO 

tu.m]  3,w7floo 

16,.Sfi3,0Ott|          30.000 

^^^:-- 

As  compared  with  the  figures  for  1913,  imports  from  the  Nether- 
lands, Be^um,  Denmark,  and  Argentina  fell  off  very  considerably 
in  1917.  There  were  less  conspicuous  decreases  in  the  cases  of  Brazil, 
France,  Norway,  and  Italy. 

There  were  small  increases  for  Sweden  and  Chile  and  relatively 
lai^r  ones  for  Belgian  Kongo,  Dutch  Indies,  Switzerland,  and  Por- 
tuguese East  Africa. 
InercAMd  Trade  Wltb  Japan — Zmports  bj  ClaMcs. 

Japan's  share  of  the  trade  increased  from  $.'i:i4,OnO  in  1913  to 
$3,557,000  in  1917,  raising  its  standing  among  tlie  non-BritisIi  sources 
of  supply  from  the  fourteenth  to  the  third  nliice.  it  being  now  sur- 
passed only  by  the  United  States  and  Sweden.  The  total  imports 
from  non-British  countries  amounted  to  $0ii,4!»(,()00  iu  1913  and  ijioi,- 
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449,000  in  1917.  Of  this  trade  the  United  States  supplied  29  per  cent 
in  1913  and  55  per  cent  in  1917. 

Imports  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  from  Rhodesia  were  valued 
at  $573,000  in  1913  and  $2,119,000  in  1917. 

By  clflsses  the  imports  were  as  follows : 
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UBDuruturedantclcs: 
Fiirnll  lire,  etc 

(nat  iDcludlog  nu- 

Grand  total 

208,272,000 

186,705,000 

Exports  from  South  Africa. 

The  total  values  of  exports  from  the  Union  during  the  past  five 
years  were  as  follows,  gold  not  being  incliided  in  the  figures  for 
1915,  191fi.  and  1917:  In. 1913,  $324,399,000;  in  1914.  $19.5,747,000; 
in  1915,  $82,046,000;  in  1916,  $116,535,000;  and  in  1917,  $139,41-1.000. 
Of  the  total  for  1917,  $125,517,000  represents  the  value  of  exported 
merchandise  of  domestic  origin;  $12,686,000,  imported  goods  reex- 
ported; $465,000,  over-sea  exports  through  general  post  office;  and 
$746,000,  specie. 

Of  the  total  exports  of  merchandise  the  British  Empire  received : 


1913  - 

1914  _. 

1915  _. 

1916  -. 
1017  _. 


?28D.  521,000 
167, 574. 000 
.^3, 034, 000 
"8.372,000 


'T 


78,31 


1,000 


The  United  Kingdom  alone  received  South  African  merchandise 
valued  at  $280,294,000  in  1913,  $164,395,000  in  1914,  $47,980,000  in 
1915,  $76,523,000  in  1916,  and  $67,025,000  in  1917. 
Export}  to  United  States  and  Other  Conntrlei. 

Exports  of  merchandise  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  only 
$2,609,000  in  1913  and  $1,349,000  in  1914,  but  increased  to  $11,332,000 
in  1915,  $15,437,000  in  1916,  and  $27,254,000  in  1917. 

Shipments  to  other  countries  were  as  follows  in  1917  as  compared 
with  1913,  the  latest  normal  year: 


pounlrles. 

,.„   1    ..„    li       ,..„,.. 

1913       1       18.7 

BcWum. 

txo  1*13  m  000 

9«0.000  1      »T9S,000  l|  ro«upi«w  Easl  AfrUa.... 

Exportation  from  South  Africa  to  Belgium,  Netherlands,  Italy, 
and  KuKsia  ceased  entirely  in  1917,  and  tliere  was  a  less  conspicuous 
decrease  in  (lie  case  of  Fiance. 
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There  were  small  increases  for  French  colonies  and  Portuguese 
East  and  West  Africa.  Japan's  share  of  the  trade  increased  enor- 
mously—from $200  in  1913  to  $13,831,000  in  1917— owing  to  in- 
creased wool  purchases  and  to  direct  steamer  connection  between 
the  two  countries.  As  a  non-British  purchaser  in  the  South  African 
market,  Japan  now  holds  second  place,  being  surpabsed  only  by  the 
United  States. 
Cargo  Bandied  at  Vnlon  Porti. 

The  amounts  of  cargo  landed  in  and  shipped  from  Union  ports  in 
1917  were  as  f oUow.s : 


NMl<HMlit;afranel3. 

Cargo. 

NstkosUtyofTfSMK 

Cargo. 

Landed. 

Shipped.^ 

Landed. 

Shipped.' 

1,028.849 
63,'OSO 
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i,4«S,473 

11 
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11,  na 
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13|527 

Tml. 

Totel 

'      ' 

a  ludodcs  bonkci  coal. 

SETOCATION  DATE  OF  CEKTAIH  EZf  OBT  LICENSES  POSTFOHED. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  (in  ii  new  ruling,  W.  T,  B.  E. 
156)  that  all  outstanding  export  licenses  granted  on  or  before  May 
14,  1918,  for  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom.  France,  Italy,  and 
Belgium  (excluding  their  colonies,  possessions,  and  protectorates) 
will  not  be  revoked  on  Jiily  1,  1918.  as  announced  on  May  13,  1918 
(W.  T.  B.  R.  104),  but  instead  will  be  revoked  on  July  14,  1918. 
Therefore,  licenses  to  export  to  the  above-mentioned  territories  which 
were  grmnted  on  or  before  May  14,  1918,  must  be  used  on  or  before 
July  14,  1918,  after  which  they  will  not  be  valid.  Such  licenses  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  been  used  within  the  period  of  their  validity,  if 
the  shipping  documents  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the  regulations 
governing  ttie  expiration  date  of  export  licenses  as  announced  June 
29,1918  (W.  T.  B.  R.  152). 

On  and  after  July  15,  1918,  licenses  (o  export  to  the  above-men- 
tioned territories  may  be  used  only  provided  they  have  been  issued 
on  or  after  May  15,  1918.  Steamship  companies  and  other  carriers 
should  protect  themselves  by  demanding  from  exporters  satisfactory 
evidence  that  all  licenses  for  shipments  to  the  abo^■e-mentioned  ter- 
ritories which  are  to  be  used  on  or  after  July  15, 1918,  were  granted 
on  or  after  May  15, 1918.  To  obviate  delays  it  is  suggested  that  ship- 
pers show  on  all  four  copies  of  their  "  Shipper's  Export  Declaration  " 
the  date  of  the  issuance  of  the  license — as  well  as  the  expiration  date 
(hereof.  If  licenses  issued  prior  to  May  14,  are  not  to  he  used  before 
July  14,  1918,  exporters  may  make  application  for  new  licenses.  In 
such  cases  appropriate  supplemental  information  sheets  must  be  at- 
tached, and  the  application  filed  through  the  mission  in  the  United 
States  of  the  country  to  which  the  exportation  is  to  be  made,  in  tlio 
manner  prescribed  6y  the  War  Trade  Board  in  the  announcement 
of  May  13, 1918  (W.'T.  B.  R.  104).  _  , 
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Attention  Ls  called  to  the  announcement  made  May  1$,  1918 
(W.  T.  B.  K.  113),  with  respect  to  small  shipments  of  less  than  $100 
in  value  to  the  United  JJingdom,  France,  Italy,  and  Belgium  {ex- 
cluding (heir  colonies,  possessions,  and  protectorates).  The  date 
of  the  withdrawal  of  the  authority  of  collectors  of  customs  to  license 
such  shipments  has  likewise  been  postponed  for  a  period  of  two 
weeks.  Jjicenses  of  this  character  issued  by  collectors  on  or  before 
•July  14,  1918,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  used  within  the  period 
of  tlieir  validity  if  the  shipping  documents  conform  to  the  provisions 
of  the  regulations  governing  the  expiration  date  of  export  licenses, 
as  announced  June  ^9, 1918  ( W.  T.  B.  R.  152). 

The  attention  of  exporters  of  cotton  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
■War  Trade  Board  have  likewise  postponed  for  a  period  of  two  weeks 
the  expiration  date  of  the  special  license  issued  through  the  customs 
service,  under  which  shipments  of  raw  cotton,  excepting  Sea  Island 
and  Kgyptian  cotton,  have  been  proceeding  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
France,  and  Japan.  This  special  license  now  expires  on  July  14, 
1918.  Raw  cotton  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  shipped  within  the 
period  of  the  validity  of  this  special  license  if  the  shipping  docu- 
ments conform  to  tlie  provisions  of  the  rcgtdations  governing  the  ex- 
piration (late  of  export  licenses  as  announced  June  29,  1918  (W.  T. 
B.R.152). 

Shipments  of  raw  cotton  which  can  not  be  shipped  against  this 
special  license  under  the  above  pi-ovisions  will  require  individual 
licenses.  Applications  for  such  licenses  to  ship  to  the  United  King- 
dom or  to  France  must  be  accompanied  by  appropriate  supplemental 
information  sheets  and  must  be  filed  tJirough  the  mission  in  the 
United  States  of  the  country  to  which  (he  exportation  is  to  be  made, 
in  tlie  manner  prescribed  by  the  War  Trade  Board  in  the  announce- 
ment of  May  13, 1918  (W.  T.  B.  R.  104). 

Particular  attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  announcement 
of  May  13,  1918  (W.  T.  B.  R.  104).  refers  only  to  shipments  to  the 
TTnitecl  Kingdom,  France,  Italy,  and  Belgium  (excluding  their  colo- 
nies, possessions,  and  protectorates). 

Summarizing  the  foregoing,  the  revocation  of  licenses  which  will 
talie  place  on  July  14,  1918,  under  this  ruling  affects  only — 

(1)  AH  licenses  granted  on  or  before  May  14,  1918,  to  export  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  France.  Italy,  or  Belgium  (excluding  their 
colonies,  possessions,  and  protectorates). 

(2)  The  special  license  issued  through  the  customs  service  under 
which  shipments  of  raw  cotton  have  been  proceeding  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  France,  and  Japan  and  their  colonie-s,  possessions,  and 
protectorates.  There  has  been  no  modification  of  the  ruling  issued 
on  May  31.  1918  (W.  T.  B.  R.  liii),  which  revoked  this  special 
license  so  far  as  concerned  exports  of  raw  cotton  to  Italy. 

(3)  The  licenses  issued  through  the  customs  service  to  export  ship- 
ments of  less  than  $100  in  value  to  the  United  Kingdom.  France, 
Italy,  and  Belgium  (excluding  their  colonies,  possessions,  and  pro- 
tectorates) . 
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SSFABTO  UTDUSTBY  OF  VAIEHCIA  BISTRICT. 

[Consut  John  B.  FaUisai,  Valencia,  Spain,  May  0.] 

In  the  Valentaa  consular  district  esparto  grass  ia  found  chiefly  ia 

the  Provinces  of  Murcia,  Albacete,  and  Alicante,    The  best  grade  is 

siud  to  grow    in  the  vicinity  of  Hellin,  Albacete.     Crevillente, 

Alicante  Province,  is  a  center  for  the  handling  of  esparto. 

The  esparto  plant  is  a  common  wild  grass,  very  tough  and  wiry, 
growing  to  a  height  of  20  to  30  inches.  The  soil  in  which  it  thrives 
Dfesl  is  rocky  and  arid,  not  fit  for  cultivation.  Tlie  grass  grows  wild 
and  requires  no  care  beyond  clearing  out  the  weeds  in  order  to  gi\e  it 
a  chance  to  grow  and  to  facilitate  tite  harvest.  Since  esparto  is  not 
a  cultivated  plant,  but  is  simply  harvested  wliere  found,  the  produc- 
tion per  acre  can  not  be  stated. 

Esparto  Is  harvested  by  cutting  it  off  near  the  roots  with  a  sickle 
after  it  reaches  full  growth,  about  midsummer.  It  is  then  dried  in 
the  sun,  after  which  it  keeps  indefinitely.  It  is  made  up  into  bundles 
a  foot  in  thickness  and  sold  in  that  form  at  1  peseta  per  bundle,  or 
S0.27  at  present  rates  of  exchange. 

Alicante  is  the  natural  export  port  for  the  principal  esparto  region. 
Hellin  is  117  miles  and  Crevillente  19  miles  from  Alicante  on  tlie 
railway. 
ArticlM  Kad«  from  tbe  Orati. 

Esparto  shoes — or,  rather,  sandals — are.  braided  and  twisted  en- 
tirely by  hand,  both  men  and  women  being  employed  for  the  work. 
The  grass  is  prepared  for  making  sandals  by  ei-iishin^  it  so  as  to 
render  it  more  pliable.  The  workers  in  esparto  receive  wages  as 
follows:  Men,  2  to  2,25  pesetas  {$0.54  to  $0.60.  present  exchange) 
per  day ;  women,  0.75  to  1  peseta  ($0.20  to  $0.27)  per  day.  Esparto 
sandals  are  not  exported  from  this  district,  being  made  to  supply  the 
local  demand.  Statements  made  in  American  newnpapeis  lo  the 
effect  that  esparto  shoes  wear  25  year's  would  appear  to  be 
somewhate  exaggerated.  Inquiries  made  here  of  makers  and  actual 
users  of  these  sandals  show  a  wear  of  three  months  at  best  imder  regu- 
lar and  hard  use. 

The  grass  can  be  braided  into  almost  any  sliape  desired.  The 
commonest  form  here,  aside  from  the  sandals,  i.s  matting,  which  is 
then  used  for  various  purposes,  particularly  to  form  panniers  or 
basl;ets  for  fruit,  etc.  This  matting  is  occasionally  exported  in  small 
quantities  to  the  United  States.  Roj)e  is  also  made  from  espai-to 
combined  with  the  native  hemp. 

There  is  only  one  species  of  esparto  grass  in  this  district,  but  its 
quality  is  said  to  vary  inversely  with  the  quality  of  the  soil— that  is, 
the,  poor,  rocky,  natuial  soil  produces  (he  better  grade  of  grai-s. 
Hatting  Industry  of  Crevllluite. 

The  town  of  Crevillente  is  a  center  for  e-'^paito  matting.  The 
American  consular  agent  statione<l  at  Alicante  thus  reports  con- 
cerning the  industry : 

The  luattiDf!  Indnstry  In  CreTlllente  is  of  some  import nnoo  inul  eraploj;!  n 
coiuidemble  number  of  men  and  womeu,  beiiiK  iiiostly  Imndnork.  The  looms 
nsed  .ire  of  French  iiml:e. 

The  mnttlngs,  or  "estcras,"  nrc  mntle  of  ospnifo  gross  Kroivn  In  Spnin  and 
imported  from  Algtera,  and  alBO  of  oimel  gTasH  ("jnnco")  etowu  ni'fir  Crevil- 
lente, whldi  is  used  for  the  clieaper  mattings.  The.eost  of  the  Spanish 
product  Is  abont  13  peseta.^  per  100  kilos  (l^20.4G  pounds)  and  the  imported 
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jH'nss  from  12  to  16  pesetas.    The  "  junco "  or  csmel  grass  costs  about  l.SO 
pesetas  tbe  thousand. 

Jute  and  liemp  are  also  nsed  for  the  better  qualities,  mixed  with  esparto. 
The  Jute  comes  from  Bombay  aud  tbe  hemp  from  Mauritius,  Mexico,  and 
Philippines. 

All  the  production  is  (or  home  consumption,  though  occasionally  a  small 
parcel  of  colored  esparto  mats  Is  shipped  to  New  York.  Only  one  factory  uses 
machinery  in  a  small  way,  and  this  only  for  ^Innlug  and  weaving  the  Jute 
and  hemp. 

[A  list  of  firms  in  the  Valencia  district  handling  esparto  may  be 
procured  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  102747. 
Upon  reference  to  this  same  number  samples  of  esparto  grass  and 
of  the  matting  and  sandals  made  therefrom  may  be  seen  at  the 
bureau's  district  offices. 

A  review  of  the  esparto  industry  of  Almeria  Province,  Spain,  ap- 
peared in  Commerce  Reports  for  July  16,  1914.] 

StrBSTITUTES  FOR  TIN  COITTAIHESS  IK  EHaLAND. 

ICommerclal  At(Bch«  PhULp  B.  Kcnnodj-,  Lnadon.  Juno  a.] 

A  London  manufacturing  firm  which  claims  to  make  up  about  60 
per  cent  of  the  total  present  English  output  of  cardboard  containers 
has  told  me  that  5,000,000  containers  are  being  produced  here  every 
weeit,  the  great  bulk  of  them  being  of  the  2-i)ound  size.  It  appears 
that  the  use  of  cardboard  containers  has  only  come  about  in  England 
as  a  result  of  their  success  in  the  United  States,  and  for  this  reason, 
perhaps  80  per  cent  of  the  machinery  now  used  to  make  cardboard  con- 
tainers in  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  supplied  by  one  manufac- 
turer in  the  States.  The  manufacture  of  cardboard  containers  here 
was  begun  seriously  in  June,  1917,  after  receipt  of  a  large  set  of 
American  samples. 

At  the  present  time  tin  containers  are  practically  used  only  for 
meat  and  processed  foodstuffs.  .  t^p  to  the  present  time  the  paper  or 
cardboard  containers  employed  have  been  largely  of  the  kind  known 
as  composite  containers,  i.  c  having  tops  and  Ijottoms  of  tin,  but  it 
is  expected  to  soon  perfect  the  manufacture  of  these  containers  so  as 
to  be  able  to  make  them  all  paper  protliicts. 
Official  Bcsnlationa  Cause  Use  of  Substitutes. 

Official  regulations  prohibiting  the  use  of  tin  plate  for  various 
purposes  have  largely  contributed  to  the  increased  use  of  substitutes. 
For  instance,  dried  foodstuffs  and  semiliquid  foods  have  not  since 
September  last  been  permitted  to  be  packed  in  tin  plate,  nor  has  fniit. 
The  iise  of  terneplato  for  lining  packages  for  tlie  export  of  textile 
and  other  goods  has  also  been  prohibited,  and  where  use  of  tin  plate 
could  not  be  wholly  stopped,  economies  were  attempted  by  insisting 
upon  the  use  of  larger  containers  for  packing  meat  and  canning  milk. 
The  size  of  oil  cans  was  doubled,  and  m  India  tinned  iron  drums  wetd 
bi-ought  into  use  for  petroleum  products. 

Further  efforts  have  been  made  to  introduce  siibatifutes  for  use  in 
the.  Army.  Cardboard,  wood,  and  fiber  are  now  substituted  for  tin 
plafc  in  the  manufacture  of  such  things  as  card-ind?x  boxes  and 
workmen's  checks,  while  earthenware  bowls  are  used  ins-tend  of  the 
old  puddling  bowls.  Salt,  sugar,  and  tea.  which  formerly  were  packed 
in  soldiers'  rations.tins,  are  now  packed  in  paper  bags.    Kecent  regu- 
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lations  of  the  Ministry  of  Munitions  have  put  the  civilian  tiade  upon 

8  very  strict  ration,  so  that  there  will  only  dc  a  bare  niinimiim  supply 

of  essential  article*?,  such  as  domestic  utensils,  stoves,  meters,  antl 

lamps. 

Desire  ii  to  Save  Steel  Eather  than  Tin. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  manufacturers  und  coiisuineis  in  the 
United  States  to  know  that  the  savings  in  tin  plate  in  England  are 
influenced  more  by  a  desire  to  save  steel  than  to  save  tin.  Tin-plate 
manufacture  in  England  has  been  cut  donn  as  niucli  as  possible  be- 
cause steel  is  being  utilized  to  as  great  an  extent  as  possible  in  the 
making  of  ships.  The  Under-Secretary  of  War,  Mi-.  MacPhei-son, 
said  recently  m  a  public  address  that  siibstiluting  cardboard  con- 
tainers would  save  about  60,000  tons  of  steel  per  annum. 

*  [TIte  names  of  Americaii  manufacturers  of  flber  oi'  paper  cans  may  be  ob- 
taUied  upon  abdication  to  tlie  Bureau  of  Forelpi  attd  E>oineatlc  Commerce  or  t'> 
any  of  Its  district  cooperative  offices.  Samples  of  cnrdbonrU  containers  In 
most  geueral  use  in  the  UntleU  Kingfloin  luny  be  examinefl  at  Ilio  New  York 
anO  Boston  offices  of  the  bureau  ui)on  referring  to  file  No.  liOOTS.l 


coiroinoNS  aff^cxtsq  the  Aden  hide  hakket. 

[CoDEol  Addison  F:.  Soutbnrd,  AdPD.   Ar.-ibin,  Mny   10.1 

Eeports  from  British  Sonialiland  indicate  that  tlie  past  dry  sea- 
^  son  was  so  much  prolonged  that  the  i>astures  and  water  supplies 
failed  and  resulted  in  the  death  of  considerable  numbers  of  the  live 
stock,  such  as  goats,  sheep,  cattle,  and  cameK  which  make  up  the 
principal  wealth  of  that  Protectorate.  The  drought  was  recently 
ended  by  rains  so  heavy  that  they  caused  the  death  of  considerable 
numbers  of  young  animals. 
Smailer  Sappliei  of  "  Blackhead ''  Sheepaklnt  Hcxt  Seawn. 

This  is  expected  to  affect  the  -supply  of  ^tns  in  the  Aden  market 
{of  which  noFBiBllyiiibout  30  i)er  cent  come  from  British  Somaliland) 
dnring  the  next  season  at  least.  The  supply  of  the  superior  quality 
of  sheepskins  known  in  the  local  market  iub  "blackheads"  is  likely 
to  be  particularly  reduced,  as  the  largest  quantities  and  the  best 
grades  of  these  skins  come  from  Somaliland.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  present  winter  season  arrivalsofSoinalilamf  skins  were 
of  good  quality,  but  during  recent  weeks  the  arrivals  have  been  of 
skins  light  in  weight  and  under  the  average  in  quality.  These  are 
probably  the  skins  of  animals  kilted  or  otherwise  affected  by  the 
drought. 
Coadltloni  CansluK  Depletion  of  Somaliiand  Flocks  and  Herds. 

Another  condition  which  may  reduce  the  supply  of  the  usually 
excellent  Somaliland  skins  in  thi.s  markel  next  s-eason  is  the  fact 
that  tJie  Somalis  are  now  killing  unusually  large  numbers  of  their 
animals  for  foo<l,  as  their  nonnal  i-iipplics  of  grains,  dates,  etc.,  via 
Aden  have  not  been  available.  As  soon  ;is  fond  supplies  from  outside 
sources  are  available  they  will,  of  course,  he  very  sparing  in  killing 
their  animals,  as  it  will  be  necessary  t«  encourage  the  recovery  of 
the  herds  and  flocks  depleted  by  drought  and  tbe  unusual  dependence 
of  their  owners  upon  them  for  food.  As  stock  raising  is  the  only 
important  industry  in  Somaliland  an<l.  as  the  Somali  counts  his 
wealth   by   the  numbers  of   animals  be   owns,   it   may   readily  be 
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understood  that  his  first  effort  will  be  to  restore  the  numberg  reduced 
by  the  drought  and  the  food  shortage. 

Althougli  no  information  is  available  from  Italian  Somaliland 
nnd  from  southeastern  Abyssinia,  it  is  probable  that  the  same  con- 
ditions have  prevailed  as  in  Somaliland,  and  as  these  two  districts 
also  contribute  appreciable  quantities  of  hides  and  skins  to  the  Aden 
market,  the  supply  of  hides  and  skins  available  for  export  from 
here  may  be  further  reduced  during  the  next  season  at  least.  There 
have  also  been  some  disturbances  among  the  tribes  on  the  Somaliland- 
Abyssinian  borders,  which  have  prevented  the  marketing  of  hides 
and  skins  from  the  interior  by  the  usual  cavaran  routes  to  the 
Somaliland  coast.  This  latter  condition  may  be  only  temporary, 
but  it  seems  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  conditions  that  Jiave  made 
a  considerable  reduction  in  the  normal  numbers  of  live  stock  will 
undoubteilly  be  felt  in  the  Aden  hide  and  skin  market  because  of 
smaller  arrivals  during  the  next  winter  season.  There  remains  the 
hope  and  possibility  that  larger  supplies  will  be  available  from  other 
neighboring  colonies. 
Prices  Elgher  Than  Warranted  by  0«iieral  Trade  CoDdltlous. 

The  i"eccnt  shipment  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  skins  to  the 
"  United  States  via  Manila  has  caused  prices  in  the  Aden  market  to 
continue  steady  and  somewhat  above  normal.  Holdings  here  three 
months  ago  amounted  to  about  1,330,000  sliins,  of  whit-h  one-half 
were  in  the  hands  of  exporters  ready  for  .shipment  and  the  other 
half  in  the  hands  of  native  brokers  awaiting  sale  to  the  exporters. 
Due  to  further  arrivals  the  total  quantity  on  hand  is  not  believed  to 
have  been  reduced  by  the  recent  shipments  referred  to;  but  the 
average  quality  of  the  skins  now  on  hand,  probably  two-thirds  in  the 
hands  of  brokers  and  one-third  in  the  hands  of  exporters,  is  pooi-cr 
thnn  it  was  three  months  ago.  Continued  rumors  and  expectations 
of  shipping  space  for  exixirt  have,  however,  given  a  speculative 
tendency  to  the  market  and  ))rices  paid  the  producers  have  iiot  suf- 
fered to  any  extent.  The  pi-oducer  or  the  broker  through  whom  he 
trades  usually  sells  in  rupees,  and  the  rupee  has  recently  risen  in 
local  e.xchange  value  from  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  6d. 

General  trading  conditions  in  this  district  do  not  seem  to  warrant 
the  comparatively  good  prices  at  present  ruling  for  skins.  The  ex- 
porters who  buy  on  commission  for  American  clients  are  often  able 
to  outbid  the  exporters  who  are  buying  for  their  own  account,  and 
thus  the  general  level  of  prices  is  lifted  although  the  supply  of  skins 
available  far  exceeds  the  amount  for  which  there  is  any  reasonable 
expectation  of  shipping  space  to  the  consuming  markets  This  may 
be  argued  to  be  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  it  is  an  opinion  based  upon 
some  substantial  general  facts. 
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MIBLAHD  STEEL  OUTPUT  INCKEASED, 

[Consul  E.  Ualdemaa  l)eaal»oD.  IlirmlnRlmm.  EURland.  June  X] 

The  discontiniifltion  of  exports  to  Russia,  together  with  a  lavpe 
donipstie  output,  has  resulted  in  a  considerablp  increase  in  available 
supplies  of  steel  in  the  Biiminjihuin  district.  The  enormous  demand 
for  war  material  is  being  adetpiately  met,  with  something  left  over 
to  megt  the  reoiiii'ements  of  the  civil  triidc.  There  is  a  more  regular 
delivery  of  steel  of  all  descriptions,  and  some  consumers  who  have 
been  without  supplies  for  some,  months  are  now  receiving  allotments. 
Local  foundries  are  dispatching  beavv  rolling  innchinery  to  all  parts 
of  the  country.  Large  extensions  of  steel  rolling  plant  arc  still  in 
progress  in  many  of  the  iron  and  steel  districts.  These  will  soon  still 
nirther  increase  the  current  output.  The  position  of  the  sheet 
makers  has  improved,  but  the  trade  in  galvanised  corrugated  quali- 
ties is  very  small  outside  of  (iovernuient  requirements.  Black 
painted  sheets  for  shelters  for  the  American  Army  are  l>eing  called 
tor  in  very  heavy  tonnage.  It  is  stated  that  the  p'iat^c  mills  are  now 
well  ahead  of  their  contracts  and  that  the  serious  congestion  in  the 
boiler-plate  trade  is  being  relieved. 


DEVELOPMENT  OF  SHIPBUILDING  IN  UNITED  STATES. 

Merchant  vessels  built  in  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30.  as  officially  returned  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  De- 
portment of  Commerce,  numbered  1,C>22.  of  1,430.793  gross  tons.  The 
output  of  the  past  four  months.  7(Hi.0ti4  gross  tons,  almost  equaled 
that  of  the  preceding  eight  months,  and  is  greater  than  any  previous 
annual  output  in  our  history.  The  year's  output  is  more  than  double 
the  largest  output  of  (ieiinan  sliipyaids  in  j)eace  times.  The  out- 
put of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  li  months  ended  .Tune  3(1  has 
not  I>een  stated,  but  for  the  12  months  ended  May  31  it  was  l,40fi.83S 
gross  tons,  or  about  70  per  cent  of  the  annual  output  of  peace  times. 

Of  the  years  American  output,  SiJ3  of  1,034,(104  grots  tons  were 
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sengoinp  steel  sttamers.  liiT  of  il3,0HK  jrross  *t)ns  seapoing  ivoocleii 
vessels,  snd  the  i-eumindpr  were  vessels  f<ir  the  inkes,  riivr*.  im*l  dn- 
meslic  tiansportatioii.  One  concrete  seagoing  sleiiiner  of  S.427  glx)^s 
tons  is  included. 

The  years  ontpnt  is  almost  exclusively  from  cstablisliwl  privalo 
shipyards,  as  the.  great  shi|)l)uilding  plants  like  Hog  Island,  cstah- 
lishwl  through  (Jovernment  coopenition,  liad  not  Itegiin  to  add  Jin- 
ished  ships  to  the  cargo  fleets  to  win  the  war. 

Tile  vessels  coxtred  by  (he  year's  official  retiiras  to  the  Bureim  of 
Navigation  are  almost  wholly  ships  building  or  oonti'acted  fnv  by 
private  ship  owners — American.  British,  French,  or  Xorwegian— «nd 
in  the  iiwin  requisitioned  by  the  Shipping  Bonrd,  as  rclalively  small 
totuingc  onginally  eontrHt.te<l  for  by  the  Government  wi>s  lini!*he<l, 
but  will  appear  in  large  volume  in  the  new  fiscal  year's  ix-turns. 

Of  the  voar's  output.  48.;ifi4:  grosh  tons  were  built  for  and  delivered 
dire<'t  lo  foreign  ownoi-s. 
ToUI  for  Sacli  Itamtfa. 

Tlic  following  table  fhnws  the  niimlx-r  of  ve.Si~els  built  nnd  officially 
numbered  in  the  Ignited  States  from  July.  lOlfi.  including  -vessels 
built  for  foreign  owners : 
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TIip  followinfi  table  shows  the  cross  tonnapp  of  r 
built  in  the  I'niteii  States  (includinj;  tho,,c'  ' 


?rcliant  vessels 
^  '  for  foreign  owners)  and 

offinally    minibercd   during  sntcessive   lii-niontli  (>eriods  beginning 
with  the  12   months  ended  June  30,  I01(>: 
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CANASIAH  IfABEET  FOB  AMERICAN  OLASS  JABS. 


In  nil  proliability  there  will  lie  a  sliorfngc  of  glass  preserving  jiirs 
in  Cariiida  this  s-easoii.'  Last  .snninier  wiis  a  iJiirtieidiirly  good  seusou 
for  glass  jars  and  heavy  stocks  were  piirchawd  by  retailers,  who 
arc  cxiwcting  an  unprcecdented  demanil  for  jars  if  ihc  fruit  and 
vegetable  erojw  are  g'X)d  this  season.  J^tuge  orders  for  jars  werii 
placed  with  American  manufacturers  sonu'  inontlis  ago.  and  it  is 
fully  expected  that  these  will  Ik*  delivercH.  Il  is  said  to  he  flonhtfu], 
however,  if  further  supplies,  made  neoi's-^ary  by  heavy  deuiaiids  this 
season,  will  be  fortlieoniing  from  ihe  maniifacdircrs.  Prices  in 
glass  jars  iiove  increased  steadily  for  some  years  past.  Present 
quotations  are  the  highcijt  recorded  in  the  past  12  y.-ars.  being  $1G 
per  gross  for  Imperial  half-gallon  jars. 

Owing  to  the  Kcarcity  of  wire  it  has  been  necessary  for  one  manu- 
facturer to  notify  Ibe  trade  that  he  will  be  unable  to  suj>ply  the  typo 
of  jar  that  is  provided  with  a  wire  ring. 


If  yon  buy  War-Savings  Stamps,  yon  also  help  your  i,3inlry. 
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WOELICS  PaODUCTION  OF  HAW  SILK  IS  1917. 

[CanBU]  Clarence  Carrigan,  Lyon  France,  June  l^,] 
The  Union  of  the  Raw-Silk  Merchants  of  Lyon  has  j'list  made 
public  the  statistics  for  the  production  of  raw  silk  throughout  the 
Tvorld  for  (lie  year  1917.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  exports  from 
Far  East  are  not  known  with  certainty,  and  consequently  the  esti- 
mate of  the  crop  for  the  year  1917  is  pi-ovisional. 

Furthermore,  in  the  complete  absence  of  information  on  the  pro- 
duction of  Aiistria-Hiingary  and  other  countries  of  the  Ijevnnt,  the 
figures  given  for  these  coiintiies  are  the  same  as  those  given  for  l!)ir> 
[see  CoMMEBCK  Kki-orth  for  Jnne  22. 1917]. 
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Tuckrstnn  and  Central  Asia  (expoiLi). 

The  pi-oduction  for  1917  is  but  slightly  inferior  to  th«  production 
of  the  preceding  year,  thanks  to  the  fact  that  the  exports  from  Japan 
have  increased  by  moi'c  than  2,'iflO.0O()  pounds. 


AIOtlVAL  OF  FIHST  OAKOO  OF  FUEL  OIL  AT  LA  6UAIRA. 


On  June  4  the  Caribbean  Petroleinn  Co,  bronght  its  first  cargo  of 
fuel  oil  to  La  Guaira.  It  consisted  of  HOO  tons  and  was  puiii])ed  from 
fhe  barge  through  a  i)ipe  line  nijoiit  a  mile  in  length  into  two  large 
tanks  that  have  lieen  ei-ect«l  in  the  western  part  of  the  city. 

The  La  (iimira-Caracas  KailiVay  and  fhe  Ln  (iimii'a  Harbor  Cor- 
jM)rafion  have  equipped  soitie  of  their  locomotives  anil  other  engines 
to  bnrn  this  fuel  antf  results  have  Iwen  highly  satisfactory.  This  fuel 
is  the  residue  after  atl  gas<dine  and  kerosene  have  l>een  extracted 
from  the  crude  oil  produced  in  the  MiirncailKi  district  and  refinetl  at 
the  company's  plant  at  San  I-orenno.  The  accuninlation  of  fuel  oil  has 
been  holding  up  furtlier  production  of  gasoline  and  kerosene. 

The  reaching  of  the  productive  stage  by  this  company  will  have 
considerable  ell'ect  upon  American-Venezuehin  trade,  as  kerosene, 
and  of  late  years  gasoline,  have  been  important  items  of  import  from 
the  United  States.  They  will  now  l>e  less  important  while  the  "se  of 
fnci  oil  will  lu'ing  about  u  decrease  in  Venezuela".s  already  small 
imports  of  coal. 


i  :,Goo<^lc 


COMMEBCE  DEPORTS.  37 

LAMf -WAILE  XBASE  OF  MALAY  PENINSULA. 

Although  gus  and  electricity  are  now  more  general  as  ilhiminants 
throiightut  the  V:\r  East  than  they  were  a  quarter  of  a  century  tigo, 
the  use  of  oil  hiinps  is  likely  to  eonfiniie  tor  many  years  to  come, 
es-pwially  in  up-country  districts  remote  from  large  towns.  In  Brit- 
ish Malaya,  says  the  Board  of  Trade  Jciurnal  in-quoting  tlie  Malay 
States  Information  Agency  in  London.  lamps  are  in  general  use 
among  the  Chincbe  and  Malays  even  in  the  towns,  and  consequently 
there  is  a  large  trade  in  lamps  and  lamp  ware  of  every  description. 

From  the  conditions  that  prevail  in  the  Federated  Malay  States, 
oil  lamps  mvist  of  necessity  be  used  away  from  the  towns,  and  it  is 
not  to  bo  wondered  at  that  the  larger  proportion  of  the  exports  from 
Straits  Settlements  ports  shonld  tind  their  wny  into  the  hinterland 
of  the  Malay  Peninsula.  A  reference  to  the  trade  statistics  shows 
that  the  imports  of  lamps  and  lump  ware  into  the  Federated  Malay 
States  were  valued  as  follows  over  a  period  of  five  veara:  1!)12 — 
^34.206  {United  States  gold) ;  lfll3—$117.0[)8:  10i4--$73.K78:  1915— 
SyS.OlS:  191C— $G."i.357.  The  falling  off  since  1913  may  be  attributed 
reasonably  enough  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  sujjplies. 

Straits  Settlenenti'  Import*  and  Exports. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  lamps  and  himp  ware  into  and  fi-om 
the  ports  of  the  Straits  Settlements  over  a  period  of  fonr  vears 
were  valued  at:  1!)1 3— imports  $3->R.49«.  exports  ^lOil.Rfifi:  1914— 
imixirts.  ?177,«8».  exports  $78,63K;  l!)lo— imports  $88,980.  export  t 
«C.'i.04r):  lfll6— imports  $157.-21:i,  exports  $K1.33!I.  It  will  be  seen 
from  the  particular's  that  follow  that  this  trade  was  largely  in  the 
hands  of  tlie  (Jermans  prior  to  the  war.  and  that  in  1910  Japan  was 
able  to  pn  fit  by  the  elimination  of  (iernian  competition: 


ImportMl  [rom— 

19U 

19.5 

,m 

rDlt«l=taWB 

»5,I14 

13,183 

S,7Z3 

10,75.'. 

niwJ 
ln,|.i7 

rnfted  Kingdom 

"■m;iii 

5S.50S 

The  exports  go  to  the  Federated  Malay  States,  Borneo,  Nether- 
lands India,  and  Siam,  but  mainly  to  the  Malay  States. 


REEBIGEKATINa  PLANT  FOR  EIO  GBANBE. 

\V\cv  Consul  nidiard  r,  MoinBen,  Hlo  dc  Jaii.'lro,  Mny  -22.] 

Tlie  Brazilian  Govenmient  has  just  granted  to  Pedro  Victor  de 
Carvalho  n  plat  of  land  with  an  area  of  lliS  hectares  (403  acres)  at 
the  port  of  IJio  Grande,  Stale  of  Kio  Grande  do  Sul,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  A  packing  house.  The  acqiii.'iition  of  ihis  land,  which  is 
traversed  by  the  French  Railway  at  Hio  (ilrande.  entails  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sniiifl  fixed  sum  per  hectare  by  the  concessionaire  to  the 
Government. 
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BENEFICIAL  LEGISLATIOH  FOR  COAST  AKB  GEODETIC  SUBVET. 

The  Sundry  Civil  Bill  for  1!)19  oamcs  si-veial  items  of  legislation 
for  tTie  Coiist  and  (Jeodetic  Hiirvcy  Avhich  will  bo  helpful  toward  the 
fullest  exercise  of  the  iiinetions  of  the  bureiiii.  The  nay  is  now  clear 
to  accomplish  »  number  of  things  that  have  been  desirnlJle  in  the  past. 

Among  the  important  nieces  of  enabling  legislation  for  the  bureau 
is  the  authorization  of  the  payment  of  not  to  exceed  $1  i>er  day  iis 
extra  compensation  to  employees  of  the  different  stations  of  the 
Lighthouse  SeivicM?  while  observing  tides  or  cun-ents.  Lightships  are 
peculiarly  well  situated  in  positions  where  it  is  desirable  to  collect 
tide  and  curi-ent  data,  but  such  observations  aro  not  p«rt  of  the  duty 
of  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  and  in  the  past  could  not  justly  be  im- 
posed on  the  lightkeepers  of  that  bureau  without  some  additional 
com  (>en  sat  ion,  and  the  appropriations  for  the  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey  could  not  l>e  expended  to  recompense  them  for  such  addi- 
tional duties  without  thw  authorization.  From  the  results  of  data 
collected  by  lightships  it  is  ex|>ecte<l  that  predictions  can  be  made 
which  will  be  of  direct  benefit  to  navigatoi-s  and  go  far  toward  sav- 
ing many  vessels  from  loss  through  madequate  Itnowledge  of  the 
direction  and  strength  of  the  ocean  currents. 

This  bill  also  authorizes  the  bureau  to  purchase  supplies  ov  procure 
services  in  the  open  market  in  the  ntannei'  common  among  business 
men  where  the  amount  of  the  pui-chase  does  not  exceed  ^'■"'0.  Instances 
are  numerous  in  the  past  where  the  necessity  of  securing  competitive 
bids  for  small  items  have  matorially  delayed  the  progress  of  field* 
work  and  such  i^efjuired  proceduiTj  has  actually  co'^t  the  (iovemment 
more  than  the  value  of  the  article  purchased. 

Other  items  of  enabling  legislation  are  the  authorization  of  (he 
running  of  lines  of  precise  levels  in  the  interior  of  Alaska;  the  em- 
ployment of  draftsmen  in  the  preparation  of  plans  and  specifications 
for  vessels;  the  i-eimbursement  under  rules  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Commerce  of  ofiicei's  of  the  bureau  for  food,  cloihing,  medi- 
cines,'and  other  supplies  furnished  for  the  temporary  relief  of  dis- 
tressed pei-sons  in  remote  localities  and  to  shipwrecked  pei-sons  tem- 
porarly  provided  for  by  them. 

Three  jmportant  items  of  additional  appropriation  for  the  bureau 
are  contained  in  the  bill.  One  is  an  appropriation  of  ^riO.OOO  for  a  new 
veesei  to  cost  not  exceeding  $3M,000.  Another  is  the  a|>i>roprintion 
of  $.")0,000  for  n  new  motor-driven  vessel,  including  equipment,  to  re- 
place the  T<ih->i.  The  Tokv  was  condemned  as  uni-eaworthv  and  sold. 
The  third  is  for  four  or  more  new  launches,  including  their  equip- 
ment. $G2,I>00.  The  two  new  vessels  are  for  much-needed  surveys  of 
the  waters  of  Alaska,  and  the  launches;  are  for  ust'  in  wire-diag  sur- 
veys. In  tJie  pai-t  biuuches  for  these  surveys  have  been  procured  at  a 
necessarily  exce-^sivc  lental  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  were  taken 
from  other  indusirie-.  and  they  have  been  generally  unsatisfactory 
for  wire-drag  woik  because  they  were  not  especially  designed  for 
the  purpo.so, 

Sone  of  the  a)ipn>i)riations  for  field  work  and  for  the  manning  and 
upkeep  of  vo>sel  !'oi'  the  coming  year  are  less  than  for  the  current 
year  on  l!ie  r.        .  . .nidation  of  the  ofliL'ials  of  the  bureau,  because 


Goo»^lc 


COMMERCE  BEP0RT8.  39 

maiiT  offlcei-s  and  a  large  port  of  the  surveying  fleet  are  now  imiler 
(he  jurbtliction  of  the  Navy  Department  anil  the  exjfrn^e  of  tlie 
operation  of  such  vessels  so  taken  over  during  the  wur  emergency  is 
borne  by  the  Navy  Department- 
Provision  is  made  for  aililitional  technicnl  employees  of  (he  bureau 
who*  services  are  used  in  the  preparation  and  production  of  charts 
issued  by  the  bureau,  and  which  are  so  largely  used  by  the  Navv  De- 
partment, ves^Is  of  the  War  Depiirtnient.  merchant  marine,  and  the 
new  vessels  being  built  by  the  Shipping  Hoard. 


SWISS  ADOPT  AMERICAN  FOTATO-OROWINO  UETHOD. 

(CoDsuJ  WlUlum  r.  Kent.  Betnf.  Switzprland,  Mil)-  ^T.J 

Within  the  past  two  ycai's  I  have  read  in  American  publications 
of  what  purjwrted  to  be  succe^^ful  exiieriments  in  growing  potatoes 
upon  very  small  areas  of  ground.  The  jjlan,  us  deserit>ed,  was  as 
follows : 

A  small  area  of  ground  is  selected,  which  msiy  lie  '20  feet  square, 
more  or  less.  This  is  surrounded  by  a  common  rail  fence,  or  oiher 
form  of  inclosure,  such  as  a  picket  fence,  having  inter:>tices  of  a  few 
inches  ami  built  8  or  10  feet  high.  A  layer  of  earth  and  manure  is 
laid,  and  in  this  potatoes  are  planted  after  the  ui^ual  melhod.  Upon 
this  first  layer  50  successive  layers  of  eartli  and  manure  are  super- 
imposed, and  jHitatoes  are  plante^l  in  each  of  the  layers. 

The  vines  of  tlie  potatoes  emerge  not  only  from  the  to])  but  ali^o 
through  the  interstices  of  the  inclosure  until  it  has  heecmie  a  mass  of 
surrounding  vines.  The  American  experimenter  reported  his  yield 
as  phenomenal,  considering  the  area  covered  iind  the  labor  and  ex- 
pense involved, 
Tonld  Solve  QneitioD  of  Domettic  Prodnetlan. 

The  i>otato  holds  a  place  among  the  people- of  Switzerland  little 
below  that  of  bread.  The  country  is  rather  i»iifitoral  than  agricul- 
tural, and  potatoes  as  well  as  wheat  are  im|>orted.  The  scarcity  and 
high  price  of  potatoes  press  heavily  upon  tlie  popuhu'e.  To  remedy 
this  tlie  people  are  turning  to  what  they  call  the  American  method 
of  production.  Back  yards  and  small  spares  of  ground  are  being 
utilized ;  and  as  there  are  no  rait  fences  picket  inclosures  are  erected, 
and  the  plan  of  construction  and  planting  above  referred  to  are  fre- 
quently to  be  seen. 

It  is  yet  too  early  in  the  sea^m  to  learn  how  successful  this  melhod 
may  prove  to  be  or  what  may  be  the  yield.  Such  pianlings  as  have 
been  seen  appear  to  conform  to  the  American  description  and  are  a 
mass  of  vines  having  a  healthy  appearance.  Shotdd  the  yield  prove 
satisfactory  the  questio'n  of  domestic  production  will  have  iK-en 
solved,  a^  it  would  easily  lie  within  the  power  of  many  families  to 
raise  their  own  potatoes  upon  areas  of  groiuid  insufficient  wlieu  cnl- 
tiva(e<l  bv  the  ordinary  methods.  The  result  will  he  closclv  oljservcd 
and  reported, 

A  conntry  worth  flffhting  for  la  a  country  worth  taving  (or.  Buy  Thrift 
Btomps. 
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NORWAY  BiriLSS  WOODEN  SHIPS. " 


In  Xoiway  the  shortage  of  steel  has  foi-cetl  many  .vai-ds  to  build 
ships  of  wooil,  and  with  tlie  good  traditions  which  Norway — from 
the  last  part  of  last  century — has  on  which  to  build  wooden  ships, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  exiwrience  will  stand  the  country 
in  good  s-tead. 

■In  the  S0rland  district  there  are  a  numlK-r  of  yards  for  building 
wooden  ships  which  have  not  been  used  for  many  years,  or  at  least 
have  been  used  only  for  overhauling  keels  and  re|)airing  the  coin- 
Ijaratively  few  sailing  ships  still  left.  Now,  however,  one  aftei' 
another  of  these  yards  is  awaking  to  new  life,  and  yards  are  being 
built  where  they  are  not  ulrendy  found.  In  nil  there  are  probably 
al>unt  HO  shipyards. 

AnerlesK- Trained  Worker*— The  ftoestion  of  Material. 

'riie  building  af  wooden  ships  demands  ab^olntely  competent 
biiililers  and  carpenters.  Quite  a  few  are  still  to  be  found  in  Nor- 
way. Many  have  been  educated  in  American  shipyards,  where  they 
have  seen  the  newest  macbinerj'  and  methods,  and  it  is  therefore 
of  no  little  impoilance  that  they  have  placed  their  experience  at  the 
disposal  of  the  awakened  Norwegian  wooden-sliip  industry. 

Besides  the  advantage  of  having  tliese  competent  people"  available, 
Norway  has  the  additional  advantage  of  possessing  sufficient  tim- 
ber, suitable  foi-  shipbuilding,  to  last  for  several  years.  It  soems 
difficult,  however,  to  get  enough  heavy  timber,  and  timber  for  ribs, 
knees,  etc.  This  to  a  certain  extent  cheeks  the  development  and  at 
the  innmp  time  pnfs  a  limit  on  the  size  of  the  ships. 

Beeau.'ie  of  the  lack  of  sufficiently  heavy  timl)ei-  foi'  keels,  ther^e 
parts  are  being  built  of  pieces  of  smaller  transverse:  wbile  for  the 
ribs  and  knees  a  new  construction  is  nsed,  namely,  stniight  timber  in 
connection  with  iron  wherever  possible.  Cast  steel  knees  have  also 
been  used,  as  well  as  sleel  frames  covered  with  wood,  at  many  of  the 
yardfi  wMcli  have  sufficient  steel  at  hand. 
aut  of  Craft — Motors  and  Satla. 

The  si/.e  of  the  ships  building  in  Norwav  al  present  varies  a  great 
deal.  >hist  of  them  are  from  tOO  to  SOO  tons  gross,  but  ships  of  500 
and  ('00  tons  ai"e  also  built.  The  largest  ship  on  the  ways  is  alxjut 
700  tons,  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  1.000  to  1.100  ton,^  deadweight. 
Most  of  tliose  ships  arc;  more  corre<?tly  lightei-s.  Some  of  tbem  will 
trade  with  Denmark,  but  only  a  few  will  be  inrge  enough  to  be  used 
on  the  North  Sea  and  the  Baltic. 

Tile  aggi-egate  tonnage  of  the  ships  building  is  12.000  to  13,000 
gi'oss  tons,  which  is  ipute  a  considerable  addition  to  the  creatly 
reduced  Norwegian  merchant  marine.  This,  however,  is  only  one- 
fonrfb  the  total  yearly  production  of  steel  ships  during  the  years 
just  before  the  war.  The  nc"'  ships  are  equipped  with  combustion 
engines.  The  rigging  is  the  fore-and-aft.  which  has  won  great 
favor  in  America  aud  which  is  especially  adapted  for  ships  with 
auxiliary  motors.     Some  of  the  boats  will  have  to  get  along  with 
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motors  alone,  "while  some  of  the  fisliinfr  boats  are  equipped  with 
steam  engines. 

This  buildinff  of  woodpn  ships  is  only  in  its  first  stiige,  hut  sooner 
or  later  it  willbo  an  importnnt  moans  of  averting  the  threatening 
tonnage  need  which,  especially  for  Norway,  might  have  implcitsant 
consequences. 

THE  NIOEBIAfi  COTTON  CROP. 

[Connil  llan->'  It.  McBHdc.  London.  Knglsnd.  .Innv  ID.] 

.4  report  upon  the  Nigerian  cotton  crop  was  given  at  u  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  British  Cotton  Growing  Association,  licid  at  Manclienter. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  pnrchases  of  cotton  in  Lagos,  Nigeria,  this 
season  will  not  amount  to  more  than  5,000  hales.  It  now  apiwars 
that  the  crop  is  smaller  than  nsnal,  and  tlie  association's  manager 
reports  that  an  inci-eascd  quantity  of  cotton  is  tjeihg  used  for  the 
local  weaving  industry,  which  lias  been  revived  on  account  of  the 
high  cost  of  European  manufactured  cotton  goodfi. 

The  purchases  of  cotton  in  Lagoii  from  Janiiaiy  1  to  April  30, 
Iflli^,  amounted  to  1,C.U  bales,  compared  wjtli  ,>,180  bales  for  the 
same  perio<l  last  year.  G.r4H  bales  for  1!>IG.  and  1.HS0  bales  for  lOi."). 

The  purchases  of  cotton  in  Nortliern  Nigeria  fnnn  Januarv  1  to 
April  30,  1018,  nmounted  to  2,238  bales,  comoiuvd  with  ?>m6  bales 
for  the  same  period  of  la'^t  vear.  9,G1T  bales  foi'  lOlG,  and  'ISi  bales 
for  1015.  ■  . 

For  the  time  being  all  shipments  from  West  Africa  hnVi'  been 
suspemled  with  the  excejition  of  gn>und  nuts,  palm  oil,  kernels,  and 
tin  ore.  An  embargo  has  been  placed  on  the  shipment  of  cotton  aiul 
cotton  seed,  but  fortimately  the  association  has  had  very  little  cotton 
to  >hip  for  some  months,  A  quantity  of  the  new  crop,  however,  is 
now  ready,  and  it  is  hoped  that  aiTangcim-nts  Tiiay  '^liortiy  be  made 
for  if  to  be  shipperl. 

FLANS  TO  B££STAELISH  PUHE-BRED  BURHA  PONT. 

The  i-eestablishment  of  a  pure  brec<l  of  BiMiun  pony  t'lnnigli  tbp 
operation  of  a  Government  stud  farm  under  the  siipi'rvl.-inn  uf  an 
expert  breeder  is  i-eeommended  by  the  Burma  (Tndi^)  (iovcrnineut 
SlDckbreeding  Committee  in  a  recent  report.  j\h'antiitic.  says  Ihc 
committee,  steps  should  be  taken  with  the  present  supply  of  pmiics 
to  prevent  progressive  deterioration  through  mongreiization. 

Tlie  committee  also  urges  Government  control  of  all  Burma  racing 
by  means  of  the  Rangoon  Turf  Club  and  the  lisina;  of  the  nniubcr  of 
days  on  which  racing  will  be  allowed.  The  eonuu'ltcc  agtces  with 
the  views  of  the  stewai-ds  of  the  Turf  Chib  that  sweeps  -huuld  be 
run  only  occasionally,  should  be  kept  within  reasonable  lioiind"-,  and 
that  n  stud  book  be  taken  by  the  Government. 

Mule  breeding  and  keeping  is  recommended,  especially  in  the 
higher  altitudes  of  the  Slian  States. 


If  yoa  bay  War-Savings  Stamps,  yon  also  help  yonr  country. 
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BBAZIL  MODIFIES  DECBEE  EELATIVE  TO  SODA  FACTORIES. 

[VkT  Consul  Itlclinn)  P.  Momscn,  Rio  dc  Jan.-lro,  Mny  22.) 

The  President  of  Brazil,  acting  npon  the  reconmiendation  of  the 
Minister  of  Apriciilfiiri.',  Industry,  and  t'oiiiineicc,  has  moiliticd,  hy 
Decree  No.  1;1(K)0  of  May  4,  1!HS,  (he  terms  of  his  previous  detjreo 
(Xo.  1^9-21  of  March  10,  1918),  reiating  to  the  establishment  of 
caustic  sodii  factories  in  Itrazil, 

The  previonH  decree  provided  lliat  the  petitioner  shoidd  present 
<<t)c  urn  cuts  proving  that  he  is  the  owner  of  hydroelectric  power,  or 
has  a  contract  to  he  furnished  with  it  in  a  snfKcient  quantity  for  the 
o]3eration  of  the  factory  he  intends  to  install. 

By  the  new  decree,  this  pi-ovision  is  amended  to  the  effect  that  the 
petitioner  s^liall  present  documents  pi-oving  thiit  lie  is  the  owner  of 
liydroelectrio  power,  or  has  a  contract  to  be  fiirnithcd  witli  it,  m 
case  electric  installation  he  used. 

The  previous  decree  also  stated  that  preference  would  be  given  to 
proposals  to  operate  the  factories  within  the  shortest  time,  and  if  the 
periods  be  efpial,  then  to  those  having  the  largest  capacity  of  pro- 
unction. 

This  article  has  1>een  modified  in  the  new  decree  to  read :  "  Prefer- 
ence will  be  given  to  the  projKJsals  according  to  the  following  tests: 
(1)  The  lowcnt  cost  of  production  of  caustic  soda;  (i)  the  largest 
capacity  of  production ;  {-i)  the  shortest  time  for  the  construction  of 
the  factor}. 


SIX  MONTHS'  TRADE  OP  STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

[Consul  Coneml  Kdn'lQ  K.  GiiusauluR,  SiDRtipore,  May  T.) 

Both  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the  Straits  Settlements  shows 
an  increase  for  the  last  hidf  of  the  calendar  year  1917.  in  spite  of 
increasing  dilliciiKies  in  shiijping.  The  increased  trade  is  no  doubt 
due  to  the  importance  of  the  products  exported  from  the  country, 
notably  rubber  and  tin,  resulting  in  available  space  being  offered  for 
imports  on  vessels  sent  to  Singapore  to  carry  away  the  needed 
e.tports.  The  general  trade  conditions  of  the  peninsula  have  been 
exceptionally  good  owing  to  increased  protluction  of  rubber  and  liigli 
prices  for  all  chisses  of  local  pi-oduce. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  impcrts  and  exports  for  the 
six  months'  period  Jidy  to  December,  1917,  with  comparative  figures 
for  the  corres|)onding  jieriod  of  1910,  as  well  as  of  the  first  six  months 
of  the  calendar  vear  1917. 
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Yrlaolpal  Article!  of  Imp«rt. 

Tlie  incrpase  in  imports  into  the  Sti-aits  Scttletiients  during  the 
latter  linlf  of  the  year  1917  is  well  distriljuteil  among  the  various 
articles  of  import,  the  largest  sinil  inoit  inijwrlanl  Iti'i'ns  in  manu- 
factured lines  in  which  Amoricnn  miinnfiitturers  should  l»p  inter- 
ested l>einf;  chemicals,  cotton  piece  {roods,  wiieat  Hour,  tinned  milk, 
motor  cni"R.  and  niliber  tires,  Theiv  was  quite  a  notable  increase  in 
the  importations  of  ciitton  piece  goods,  no  doubt  due  to  the  replen- 
ishing: <»f  stoL'ks  greatly  depleted  since  tlie  outbreak  of  war.  Altliough 
no  definite  statistics  are  as  yet  available  as  to  the  countries  of  origin 
of  the  cotton  goods,  it  appears  from  trade  iuf(innntiou  at  hand  that 
American  exportei-s  limve  secured  only  a  very  small  share  of  this 
trade,  the  greater  part  of  the  trade  still  being  held  by  Britisli  mann- 
facturei's. 

The  following  fable  gives  the  values  in  T''nitcd  States  currency  of 
the  princijml  imiiorts  for  the  last  six  months  of  1017.  as  compared 
nith  the  corresponding  period  of  191C,  In  malting  such  a.  comparison 
it  ^oiild  l>e  remembered  that  the  value  of  nearly  all  classes  of  mer- 
chandise has  been  increasing,  so  that  inci-eases  in  quantities  have  not 
been  ho  great  as  is  indicated  by  the  values  shown. 
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H,2i4,wl»,an,«B 

0ia,9U«           9«,34j 
2MS!CJ      !,4W,J« 
6,119,3M      0,7*1,100 

i,ow,iuij  i,iij4,;4i 

450,651  !       J«7,» 
l,0M,08!l    1,US,9M 

l;g?,;™i.";S? 

i.207,7-j<i     i.im.m 

""mime 

14^.017 

"■^l'^' 

324,174 

SK.'XT*'"".;::::: 

Batitiin  am  ciillfry.eK- 

Tclwrnpfi  mil  Wlephone 

'870,W1 

TdoU.  InsiiunipnU,   tiui 

Ua^^^o^^iswr. 

American  Hotor  Cars  Cantrol  tbe  Htrket — Imports  of  Halls  and  Tin  Plate. 

The  importation  of  motor  cars  lias  shown  further  increa.ses  o\er 
any  previous  half  year,  in  spite  of  restrictions  plained  on  their  impor- 
tation by  the  hical  government,  and  practically  all  are  American  cars. 
There  is  a  great  demand  thivugliout  the  iVlafay  Peninsula  for  small 
cars  t4J  !«  used  for  hire  for  passenger  tr;i!iic  between  many  towns 
where  the  (lovemraent  roads  are  excellent  but  where,  the  railway  h;is 
not  as  vet  penetrate<l.  It  is  no  uncoiiunou  sight  txi  see  stationed  at 
some  of  these  points  •!<)  or  30  American  cars  for  hire.  The  cheaper 
American  cars  have  proven  very  siitisfaclory  for  this  use  and  are  be- 
coming of  considerable  economic  im|iortain'e  to  the  country  in  the 
matter  of  ti-aus[>oi-tution.  The  developrucnt  in  this  line  iiiis  thus  far 
been  in  passenger  transportation.  fiei<iht  transport  \<y  truck  Ifcing 
disconi'Bged  in  large  measure  by  fioveiiuncnt  ngulations  and  restric- 
tions concerning  weight  of  trucks  on  ackoiiitl  of  <liir(iag('  to  mettled 
road£. 

Mo.st  of  the  imports  of  wire  nails  are  fidni  the  I  nited  States  and 
a  fair  share  of  the  trade  in  various  manufactures  pJiSt^el  and  iron^ 
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espcciiilly  fine  tools  mid  instruments,  is  credited  to  the  United  States. 
Iinportiitions  of  tin  j)latc  show  n  considernblc  deci-ease  from  last  year, 
as  may  be  expected  m  view  of  decreasing  supplies  of  tin  and  increas- 
ing demiinds  for  tin  pltite  in  Europe  and  particularly  the  United 
States  since  its  entry  into  the  war. 
Taloe  of  Principal  Exports. 

The  principal  exports  from  the  Strnite  Settlements  during  the  latter 
half  year  of  1917  as  compared  witli  the  similar  period  of  lyili,  of 
which  considerable  quantities  liave  gone  to  the  United  Stiites,  were 
ay  follows: 


Ar.iilc.i. 

;  Jiiiv-I>cc,, 
....   Jl.231,(l« 

'■'&?"■■  1 

AiIKm. 

July  l>cc., 
1913. 

Jiirv-DM,. 

1917. 

Cf  i-inul  oil 

2,2KJ.7ni 

173.772  ■ 
1,(WS,IM 

137.330  I 

'■l:i[ 

SSfe;;:::::::::::::: 

t3..11S,MI   i  t6,lW,8l7 
l.l)l«.517           2^,730 

...J       292,714 

*wr:::::::::: 

IZ;™  ■"■""" 

I,39S.7I10 

nsi7,8i« 

Uiatr.  Wniwd 

....■    J,W1,7M 
....|       lTD,40a 

Sr:::-::-:-: 

3''*^'3K 

The  exports  of  nihher  liavo  continued  to  increase,  large  shipments 
having  been  made  direct  to  the  United  States  by  way  of  I'acific  ports. 
While  the  aggi"egate  value  has  increased  from  $4S.!):i4.873  to 
$«i),SfiC,S)!)4,  as  shown  above,  (piantitios  exported  in  the  1917  period 
amoimted  to  61,330  tons,  as  compared  with  38,712  tons  for  the  last 
six  months  of  1910.  While  the  value  of  tin  exports  shows  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  $7,000,000.  the  quantity  of  esport.s  decreased 
from  31,994  long  tons  for  the  half-year  period  of  191G  to  30,;J33  tons 
for  the  corresponding  perio'd  of  1917.  Although  the  quantity  of 
]>epper  exportetl  does  not  show  as  large  a  pioportionate  increase  as 
is  indicated  by  the  values  given  above,  the  1017  half-year  figures 
were  14,822  long  tons,  compared  with  11,8^9  tons  for  the  year  1916. 
Importauee  of  Singapore  as  a  Tram  shipping:  Port. 

There  are  several  commodities,  as  shown  in  the  following  table, 
in  which  a  large  import  and  export  trade  is  done  at  Singapore,  but 
which  do  not  enter  into  the  trade  with  (he  United  States.  The  fact 
that  Singapore  is  a  five  port,  together  with  its  favorable  geograi>hi- 
cnl  location,  makes  it  an  importiint  trade  center  and  transshipping 
port : 


Arlitlra. 

1  Imports,  July-Dco.- 

Exporls.  Joly-Dcc.- 

1    ■•■• 

1917 

im 

iei7 

An-^ut, 

I''."." 

«.n,7«9 

«.sai,«2 

37(<140 
I,I7(1,.») 

17..-Si   -t^ 

"■w.-r, 

Tr'if.V.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

;;;:;::;;;; '^Ks 

1      ' 

' 

The  trade  in  rice  is  due  to  nhipuients  from  Burma  niul  Indo- 
China  being  reshjpped  to  the  Dutch  East  Indies.     Arecanuts  arc 
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produced  estenravely  in  tlie  Malay  Peninsula  and  nre  exported  very 
largely  to  other  countries  of  the  Orient  for  native  luse.  The  figures 
covering  the  importation  and  exportation  of  timber  and  planks 
indicate  that  a  considerable  stiwrnill  business  !«  done  in  and  around 
Singapore  and  Penang.  The  opium  trade  consists  mostly  of  imports 
from  India  for  local  consumpti(«i  and  exportation  to  the  interior 
Malay  States.  Coal  is  imported  in  larfi;e  quantities  for  bunkering, 
tlwi-e  beini;  no  manufacturing  industry  of  importance  in  the  Straits 
Settlements. 

UOHTHOUSE   EMPLOYEES  COHHEVDED. 

The  following  employees  of  the  I'nitod  States  Iliireau  of  Light- 
houses received  Mixicial  commendation  from  the  Secietaiy  of  Com- 
merce during  tlie  past  month : 

Alliert  Taylor,  andittant  kecKer  of  lli.blle  I.lBhtLiniBf  I>fiii>t,  Aluhniiui ;  also 
I>aii  C^lliiway,  I»ii!i(  IiiiiHirKl.  Ulilicrt  K.  Itt>1l.  John  H.  ('iiutlHs,  JaineB  M. 
June's.  Knhert  Ij.  Hnskiliw.  iiixl  R  K.  Hiin*in  fur  sci'vli*  rfiuleriit  un  Miiy  10, 
I9IK.  fn  pxtlnfnil^hinii:  n  ftre  In  tho  lm«y  shixl  nt  the  MohUe  MkIiTIiou^  Tk'jiot. 

Mr.  Bnioe  Newton,  flmt  dwdr^tant  ke«T>er  of  West  liiiiik  I,t«)it  Stiiiiim.  New 
Yoric,  for  hln  prompt  acHoii  in  iimcc^tHnu  »'itli  Hie  Hiation  liiiat  at  mtilnleht 
on  May  31,  191S,  during  u  tliirk  f.itf,  iii  Kwiiiliunii;  Isluiid  unil  fiirni  there  to 
HcfTmitii.s  isliiiii]  to  seirure  ineilkiil  iiHsIsiujice  fur  llic-  nucoiiiI  UKHiMtmit  keeiier 
of  ihe  station,  who  hod  iK-pn  iujuiwl. 

Alex.  AiKleiifoii,  TOinmaiitler  of  t>iiwick  IitUinil  SImihI  Unlit  \'(^scl  ^'i.  iJ, 
D«lairar@.  anU  ttac  Heamen  who  ii8Slbiei)  hliu.  foi'  Kei-vl<-e  r«nil<'i'iil  un  .luiie  4, 
ISIK.  to  a  [lixaliltHl  nln>lane,  wUh  two  orcuiMOt^  iitHninl.  whti'Ii  hu<l  fallen 
IntK  the  water  In  the  vltitiitj-  of  tlu;  lijrht  ve«s*?l, 

Mr.  Tlioniiis  Knight,  keeiier  of  llllWior..  Inlet  I-IkIiI  SiiHi..(i,  Florlila.  for 
BMilHtann.'  remiered  on  June  IS,  IfilA.  1o  tlie  tliree  iwcuiiants  of  n  dlsnlilml 
Goverunieiit  hj-dro|)laue,  which  van  adrift  in  t)u>  vlilalty  of  Die  .-^tuilim. 

W.  S.  Cllfion.  keeper  u(  Hoanoke  Hlver  Llitlif  Sti^lion.  X.irtli  Oiroliim,  and 
Jdsejih  W.  CooiK'r,  assistant  keeper,  for  tlielr  iiidiiKlry  in  nilcidiit-  sufliHent 
fish  to  supply  themselves  and  tlielr  fnnillles  witli  iiicklcd  lisli  ilnLiii';  ilie  yi-sn-; 
aiwi  In  rniKing  v^^tiihies,  thereby  t-ontrflmfln!;  I»  the  ciinsi'  r>r  fund  eon- 
senntlon. 

Mr.  Henry  ItoseiKlale.  liwjifr  irf  I'mtd  Huenouie  Li»ht  Station,  4'jiilfi.riila, 
for  Ids  doniitioi:  of  an  .ViiKoni  yoiil  and  4«  pounds  of  AtiKoru  wihiI  to  tlie 
Re.1  Cross. 


CHANGE  IS  RATES  OF  PILOTAGE  FOR  DITHDEE  HARBOR. 

H'onaul  11.  AbiTt  Jianson.  IJimrt.-c.  Hr«llanil.  .Iuqp  1^,1 

Notice  has  recently  been  given  that  the  truKtee.'i  of  the  harbor  of 
Dundee  intend  to  tippiy  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  roiilirni  ihe  l>y- 
law  made  by  them  in  pursuanne  of  section  17  of  the  pilotage  tut,  Iftlli, 

The  by-law  provides  that  on  and  after  .July  1.  I'.tlS,  lii{>  pilot- 
age rates  now  in  force  for  the  River  Tay  and  the  bflrl>or  of  Uimiiee 
sIiqII  be  increased  100  per  acnt.  and  that,  instead  of  the  iidditional 
rate  of  id.  (1  cent)  per  ton  on  (lie  exci'ss  tonr.age  of  all  vessels  alxive 
500  tons,  there  be  a  charge  of  Id,  (2  cents)  i>er  (on  on  all  toniiuge. 
thiij^  making  no  allowance  for  the  first  StH)  tons. 

Further,  that  the  cliarsres  for  the  issue  anil  renewal  of  pilotagi> 
certificates  to  masters  and  mates  of  pa.^senger-earrying  vessels  be  in- 
creased to  two  guineas  ($10.'il)  on  issue  and  to  one  guinea  ($.">,1U) 
on  renewal. 

"  Thrive  by  Thrift,  Buy  War  Saving  Stamps."       .->  .  ^ 
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TBENT  CANAL  OPENS  UP  NEW  STTIUIER  COUNTST. 

[Consul  l'\;is  H,  R  Johnson.  Hlosolou,  Ontario.  Cnn.iUa,  Juno  IT,] 

Tin;  Trent  Caniil  (in  the  Kingston  consular  district)  wns  recently 
completed.  The  dis^tiinco  covered  by  the  system  from  (Joorfiian'iJay 
lo  the  Bay  of  Qitinte  nnd  Ltike  Ontario  is  about  23.>  miles,  the 
{rreiiter  portion  of  this  being  natural  lakes  and  rivei-s.  Tbe  waterway 
is  now  open  to  navigation  iilong  the  entire  length  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  miles  between  Port  Severn,  on  (ie(;i'gian  IJay,  and  Lake 
t'onchichiiig,  north  of  Orillia.  The  main  ])iiri)ose  of  the  canal  is  to 
form  a  shorter  route  to  the  railroads  for  the  grain  from  western 
Canada,  It  is  planned  thut  at  Port  Severn  the  wheat  may  be  loade<l 
on  to  barges  and  towed  direct  to  Monli-cal  instead  of  being  shipped 
by  rail  as  at  pi-esent  from  the  vnricns;  terminals  on  Georgian  fiay 
or  being  carried  around  via  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 

The  canal  will  serve  another  important  purpose,  however,  in  pro- 
viding a  means  of  transportation  throngh  the  midland  counties 
where  the  country  is  roughest  and  the  railroads  fewest.  Not  a  small 
feature  of  the  opening  of  the  canal  will  be  the  tourist  traffic.  Already 
thou.sands  of  people  from  American  points  and  Canadian  cities 
spend  their  sunmiers  on  these  lakes,  and,  with  the  Trenton  end  of  the 
canal  open  the  walerway  will  ])rove  a  very  popular  cruising  trip  for 
.  motor  boats.  The  length  of  the  Trent  Valley  Canal  from  Henry 
Harbor  on  (ieorgian  liay  to  the  Bay  of  Qninte  on  Lake  Ontario 
is.  as  stated,  approximately  ^3")  miles.  In  addition  to  this  the  system 
includes  about  'JO  miles  of  navigable  channels  not  in  a  direct  route 
across  the  country.  The  sy^,tem  embraces  over  40  locks  and  an  ecjual 
number  of  dants.  with  scores  of  bridges.  Most  of  the  locks  are  175 
feet  long  by  S'6  feet  wide  with  a  depth  on  the  sills  of  Oi  to  H  feet. 

The  traffic  on  the  Trent  system  in  1917  was  abont  r;0.tM«  tons,  a 
decrease  from  previous  yeai-s  of  more  than  17.000  tons.  The  tonnage 
was  nuide  up  ciiicflv  of  forest  products.  The  cost  of  construction  of 
the  Trent  waterway  since  1807  ha.?  been  about  $10,000,000. 


NOEWEGIAN  WHAUNG  OPEBATIOHS. 


It  has  been  oflicially  announced  by  the  T?oyal  Xorwegian  Provisions 
Department  that  the  (iovernmenl  whaling  vessels  have  caught  over 
100  whales  since  the  raising  of  the  prohiliilion  against  whaling:  94 
of  the  whales  were  taken  to  Blomvaiig,  near  Berjien.  where  the  whal- 
ing station  has  been  working  foi'  over  three  months.  Two  other  sta- 
tions are  nnder  pi-epa ration  in  Finiuarkoii  and  are  to  he  completed  at 
the  end  of  the  present  month. 

The  results  so  far  are  considered  very  satisfactory.  It  is  calculated 
that  the  whaling  will  continue  for  six  months  and  that  with  H  sta- 
tions and  IT  ships  it  should  bo  possible  to  catch  TiOO  whales  i>er 
annum. 


jdovGoOt^lc 
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PEOPOSAIS^OB  OOVEEHMEirr  JnTPSXIES  AND  COHSTRITCTIOK. 

ii^stl'^InT^  tPnacra    I'lii'J'rfimiw  ir»kTo'be"i)iacp(roa"tlic  mailing  l"i"i(Is°ot''suL-»-'umceB"to'te- 
cHcr  Dotlf«s  catling  Tor  (utitri'  surpJIrn  or  work  ol  a  similar  niluro.] 

Krpoiiilinir  ond  replanking  hiffkicai)  bridge.  So.  iWl. — .Sealed  pnipomlK  will 
l»  recelveil  bj  thr  I'unimissimipr  of  Imtian  Affairs  until  2  ii'clopk  p.  ill. 
.ItiIj-  24,  1018,  for  fnrnlwliins  iimtpi-lal  nml  Ijilmr  for  tlu'  rciialnUnt!  inul  re- 
pliinUnK  one  steel  hlKhwuy  hrld^  ni-ar  Tiiiuhtm  ('rossiii(.',  Lililc  ('ulnrudo 
Kiver,  In  strict  nccordaiice  with  llie  i)ljiii8.  spe<-iflcaIlonH.  iiiiil  l^^it^ll('tul^H 
1o  biiKleFS,  vhk'li  luay  be  exaniln^l  tit  ttip  United  Kliitni  Indian  Wnre- 
Imuiies  at  CIdcngo,  III.;  Hr.  IaiuIs,  Mo.;  Mnn  Fruiu-lscii.  ('ul. ;  The  Bnllders 
Kxi'ltao^.  St.  fniil,  Minn. ;  and  iit  tln^  olIW  vf  the  Super  In  tend  eiit  of  the 
WPHtem  Nnvnjo  Xchool.  Tiibn  C'ltr,  Ari«. 

/.oftfcrppcr*'  ftoMca,  No.  ri292. — Seflled  pro|Kisidi<  will  Tk'  received  at  the 
ruited  SditeK  Engineer  Olllce.  Wlieellnu.  W.  Yiu.  iiiilll  11  n.  in.  July  2r., 
IftlS.  for  «>uMruetlnK.  twti  twti-Ktiiry  13-r(H>it)  !iK'kl(cei>er<  luniw^  nt  Iiani 
Xo.  27.  Ohio  River. 

Tdloir  pinr  fr  cjiprex*.  >'ik  .T298. — SeuU>d  imiposnls  will  be  ri'<'eiv«!  by  the 
LlgIitliDn.se  IiiHi)eotc>r,  New  OrlejnN,  Im.,  fur  u)i|jr»xiiiuiiel.v  t>4^)iM(  feet 
lioiinl  meiiKiire  .velU.w  pine  or  I'ypresH. 

frcuh-traiir  Kuppln  xf/ttnii.  Xo.  fi^IM. — Rente*!  pi'opiinals  will  W  revived  nt  the 
Bureau  irf  YnrilM  and  DockH,  Nnvy  Department.  WaMhiiiEton,  D.  C„  until 
:i  o'fliK'k  p.  ni..  July  \~i,  1918.  for  n  frowli-watep  supply  sysli'iii  iit  the  Xuvol 
Fuel  Depot,  ^au  Diego,  Cal.  BldH  will  atiw  be  ft]>pneii  at  Ihe  omce  of  the 
I'ublit  Wiirks  Ollk-er,  twelfth  uaval  <liNtrict',  wiutli  of  i*rtii  Kniiul»«o  liiiy, 
Tlinkcn  Building,  San  Diego.  Cul.,  »t  12  o'clwl;  of  the  Miinie  day.  Draw- 
ings and  i^iwciRnition  No.  ^t'i  may  be  obtaltiptl  on  niiplk'ittion  to  the 
above  bureau  cu-  coimnaiKluiit  of  iiavul  station.  A  ilepii-dt  o£  n  chetk  or 
postal  money  oi-dpr  laiyidde  to  the  Chief  of  Uie  linreiiti  of  Yordw  and 
Diiekii  for  $It>  Is  re()iilred  nH  Hnuilty  for  Ihe  Aitfe  i-elurn  of  drawings  and 
Hpe<'Ifloatioiis. 

Cemrnt,  No.  .'5203.— Sealeil  proiMiHats  will  be  oiiencil  by  Hie  l.lsbthoiw  Iii- 
j^iwtnr,  DetroH.  Mich.,  ut  2  o't-lork  p.  ni.,  -Inly  in,  15)18.  for  sKpplybiR  ap- 
prratdialely  J,000  bari-elK  efnient  In  bagu  for  fonndiillon  work  at  Keweenaw 
Waterway  Light  Station. 

Dredging,  No.  .')296. — Sealetl  proposals  will  Ik'  reeelvpd  nt  the  l'nl|p(l  Ktiilcs 
Knglneer  Office.  Itooni  llHl,  South  Ferry  ItuildlnK.  4-1  Whitehall  Street, 
Neiv  York  City.-iiiilil  12  in..  Aiicuw  U,  lOlK.  for  dredgiug  and  removal  of 
bowlders  In  PuMsaic  lllier,  N.  .1..  and  dredging  In  Hacken-inck  Itlver,  Wood- 
brklw  Creek,  Tterllan  Bay,  Itaiitnn  Itiver,  Sonth  Illver,  and  KeyiM)rt 
HarlKir,  N.  J.     Bids  for  any  or  nil  of  these  worKs  will  be  eonKldereil. 

Caai.  No.  'iJXfl. — Healed  proiKwiils  will  tx*  opened  by  tlie  l,inhlltirii>!e  InMjiei-tor, 
Wilwaukee,  Wis.,  at  3  oVlork  p.  lu..  .Inly  1.1,  191S,  for  nnlhrai-ite  i-liesltuil 
coal  (Tropofuil  .'>»«,  TiSlM.  .imTi),  and  lilUniitnoUH  vm\\  N'roiH^al  TAW  to 
TiSlfl).  for  delivery  at  various  tlmen  durlntr  tlw  tlwnl  ye;ir  litlll  In  UiU 
district. 


OPFICES  OF  THE  SUKEAU  OP  FOaEIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


DlSTIttCt  OFFICES. 
n«   YftSmi    7>4   0«rtl>iak«slp. 
NVTOKi  leoi  CutoahaKic. 
CStriOO:  M4  rrdFTBl  Bglldlag. 
St.  l^riS:  40S  Tlird  >il1aul  BMh 
^H  0BLEA5S:  lOSO  HUKtnls  IliDk 
Sis  ntmsTOfMI  niitaabon*. 

ninut  ua  bcwt  Baii*iB». 


UIKCIXNATI:  Uparril  FrrliM  AgrM,  SOBlhtra 

BiMWiir,  oe  iMnlli  ItRlldlM. 
LOS  A\(iKLES:  Chamber  ol  VomiuFrcf. 
PniLAnELrm^i  nmnbtr  o[  (niHnictrc. 
CM.ITHSOOUA!  Woiilh  Ainerlrsn  Igfil,  South- 


Goot^lc 
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FOREiaS  TRADE  OFPORTTTNITIES. 

BcBPrrfd  mldmiKS  moj'  bo  oUlalned  from  the  Bnmii  and  Its  dlitrlpt  unil  p 


cUlalned  from  the  Bnmn 
Dfllorn.  Itcriupsl  fur  <«ch  0]itic>rtUDlt;  xbould 
ptuillr  numltrr.  The  Bur*»a  does  not 
iBlinilty  IIS  to  the  Rtandlns  oC  ruri'Iim  iDiiiilron 


i^iml  prpoautloDK  Kbnuld  be 
commercial  attiichAii  aD<l  com  me  rein  I  agents:  t  Olroct  laijulrli'B  received  by  (be  Bureau. 
In  ponHlilprliDc  thp  fnllon-Iiiff  "  opportnnKlt'ii  "  apprlBl  rpfcmnl  iibonld  1>« 
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27147.* — All  nKPi'cy  Ik  ilcsiifil  by  n  iiinn  In  Fruiuv  f<ir 
miii-litiies.  fprtillKCfs,  iiiul  all  oilier  jjeiicral  iiriMlmt 
tuit',    Itcfeniici-, 

27148.t— An  hnixiiter  In  Uiily.is  In  (lie  nmrket  for  fisli  oils,  inincml  nils.  Ilnscpil 
and  rantoi-  <ills;  (iinnnl  meat,  siK-h  ns  imrlc,  roniwl  Itcff,  lioilcil  iiwf,  linwu, 
nnil  Innl  In  tins  nml  iHim-ls;  unlmnn  nml  codtlHli;  Ipiilher  timl  iniimtiuii 
ientb^r;  blilns;  nil  kinds  of  Imliixtiini  nml  phnrniurpiitlcnl  phemleni  |)roil- 
ucts;  cnnnwl  fowd  priMliictR  of  nil  kinds:  niul  ntlier  proclncts,  swpli  ns  polato 
Rluroh,  f;lit<:nse,  Ktijnir.  rtparin.  r>aranin,  soup,  ooitoii  ynrn.  turpentine, 
munlln  fiber,  sisnl  rilier,  ilpxtrin,  fine  slarcli  for  tlip  inniiiifnctiii-e  of  col- 
lars, otc.  He  wiiiilii  nlKo  liko  to  ivprcsent  American  nin nil fn tourers  and  es- 
porters  of  alwvc  in-mlnetM.  I'aymeiit  will  be  maile  hy  (iisii  nt;uinf:|  Blilppinc: 
doeumcnts  In  New  York  Iliiiintili  bank.  All  preliminary  corresiM)n(leiice 
may  be  euriiwl  on  ivitli  i.-orr«s{Mmilent  In  the  United  Htntes.    Kefereiiees. 

2T149.'— A  mnii  In  SwitKorliind  desires  to  represent  Aniericnn  ninniifni-tnrers 
nnd  exporters  of  fiK«l  iimduets.  elotli,  nnd  linznnr  nrtlcles.  Qnotntlons  may 
lip  iniiile  f.  11.  b.  New  York,  rnyment  will  lie  ninde  ngainst  bill  of  tuding. 
Corrfsiwndenee  should  be  in  Kivucli.    Itefereiices. 


271.il.*— A  company  In  Itrlllsb  Ouinnn  wlslies  to  pureiiase  wnikinK  nnd  riding 
cnlllvntui-fi  fop  use  on  lieavy  soil  in  RiiRiir  nnd  rlee  eiiltivfition.  also  (ilsk 
Jian-otts,  iwrtli  of  wliicli  are  to  be  used  wim  liaht  Irnetors.  Qnotntions 
slumUt  be  mnde  f.  o.  b.  Xow  York,  I'livment  will  l>e  mnde  i>y  cash  in  New 
York.    Correspondence  may  \k  in  Biigllsb.    Itefereiiees. 

271-T2,*— A  firm  In  Frnnre  noiild  like  to  secure  nn  openey  for  Ihe  sale  of  ehem- 
icai  prmliietM.  food  pi-odncls,  and  hosieiy.  Paymenl  will  be  made  by  cnsli 
on  delivery.    Correspondence  may  1m>  in  Knslisli.    Ilufereiiee. 

271.">3.*— An  OKcney  \st  desired  liy  a  rann  in  Swit^.erlnnrt  for  the  sale  of  wholesale 
qunnlitles  of  hosiery,  cloves,  nnderwenr,  shoes  and  Imots  of  nil  khuls.  huts 
for  men  nn<1  women,  and  nil  row  material  for  the  ninnufncture  of  hats. 
Corre«|)ondence  slioidd  be  in  French.    Iteferences, 

27iri4.*— .\  man  hi  France  desires  to  secure  nn  aseney  for  the  snip  of  bipycles 
nnd  snpplli's.  slioex,  stindulD,  woolen  cwds.  threads,  neeiiies,  rubber  collars, 
and  other  sueli  productsi.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Freucli. 
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BExnrAVCES  OF  FmnK  Ain>  clothhto  to  feisonebs  of  was. 

The  W»r  Trade  Boai'd  has  authorized  persons  in  the  United 
States  to  send  foodstuffs,  funds,  clothing,  and  other  articles  of  per- 
sonal use  to'  Germans  oi-  Anstrians  interned  or  held  as  prisoners  of 
war  in  the  United  States  by  the  War  Department,  provided  that 
the  consent  of  tlie  War  Department  is  first  obtained  and  the  regu- 
lations of  the  War  Department  are  observed.  This  authorization 
applies  only  to  persons  held  within  the  United  States  by  the  AVar 
Department.  It  does  not  apply  to  any  prisoners  of  war  held  by  the 
United  States  forces  in  foreign  countries. 

In  accordance  with- this  ruling  (W.  T.  B,  R.,  158),  hereafter  per- 
sons desiring  to  send  funds,  foodstuffs,  clothing,  or  other  articles  for 
personal  use  to  interned  aliens  and  prisoners  of  war  in  this  country 
should  apply  directly  to  the  War  Department. 


CAHADIAK  IHFOBT  PROHIBITION  ON  CBVDE  BTJBBEB. 

The  importation  into  Cannda  of  crude  rubber  is  prohibited  ex- 
c«>t  under  licen.se  from  the  Minister  of  Customs  issued  at  the  ixtriuest 
of  the  Canadian  War  Trade  Board.  Under  the  customs  shitistical 
classification  crude  nibber  is  defined  as  including  rubber  and  gutta 
percha,  crude  caoutchouc  or  India  rubber  unmanufacturetl.  The 
order  in  council  establisliing  this  prohibition  is  dated  June  15  and 
appears  in  Customs  Memorandum  22X8B  of  June  20. 

Import  prohibitions  on  articles  of  luxury,  an  accoimt  of  which 
was  given  in  Commerce  Eepokts  for  June  13,  were  established  for 
the  purpose  of  limiting  imports  and  thus  improving  the  exchange 
situation. 

If  yon  buy  War-Savings  Stamps,  yoa  also  help  your  country. 
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IXAUAN  YIELD  OF  WHEAT,  BABLEY,  AHB  BYE  REQITISITIOHED. 

[ConBDl  (icDeial  David  F.  Wilber,  G«aen,  .luno  5.1 

A  decree  pnbJished  in  the  Gnzzetta  Ufficiak  of  Mnv  23  provided 
that  the  Italian  Government  shall  proceed  to  requisition  the  15)18 
harvest  of  wheat,  barley,  and  rye.  There  are  excepted  from  requisi- 
tion the  quantities  necessary  to  the  person  entitled  to  them  (a)  for 
sowing  for  the  Jigrarian  yenr  li>18-l!l,  and  (Zt)  for  food  for  his 
family,  for  his  agricultural  laborers,  and  employees  ^t  a  fixed  sitlary, 
to  wh<Hn  food  or  payment  in  kind  must  be  supplied. 

A  declaration  of  the  yield  must  be  made  ujwn  a  special  fwm,  giv- 
ing the  following  information:  (a)  Commune  where  the  properties 
are;  {J)locality  or  denomination  oi  the  samcj  (c)  quantity  of  cereals 
expressed  in  quantities  (dividing  tlie  wheat  into  soft,  sMnihard,  and 
hard) ;  (d)  quantity  necessary  for  the  sowing;  (e)  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  family  actually  living  together  of  over  two  years  of  age, 
and  number  of  agriciiltural  laborers  and  workers  with  fixed  salaries; 
(/)  place  or  storehouse  where  deposited;  (ff)  surname,  name,  and  ad- 
dress df  the  declarant. 

If  the  declaration  is  not  made  pers(Mially  by  the  interested  party,- 
fhe  declarant  must  state  by  wliat  authority  he  acts  in  his  stead. 


SSSTXICTI0K8  ON  XMPOBTATIOH  OF  MAHGANESB. 

The  War  Trade  Board  have,  by  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  159J , 
amended  the  restriction  npon  the  importation  of  mngnesitc  to  iiemiit 
its  importation,  under  the  back-haul  pi-oviso,  permitting  the  importa- 
tion oi  iriagnesite  when  shipped  as  return  cargo  from  Eiirope  and  the 
MedrteiTanean  coast  of  Africa,  and  when  shipped  from  convenient 
ports  where  loading  can  be  done  without  delay. 

Importations  of  manganese  ore  from  Asia  and  Australasia  have, 
by  another  ruling,  been  prohibited  as  to  ocean  shipments  made  on 
and  aftpr  July  20,  1&18;  and,  to  make  this  ruling  effective,  all  out- 
standing licenses  for  the  importation  of  manganese  from  those  coun- 
tries have  been  revoked  as  to  ocean  shipment  on  and  after  July 
20,  1918. 

Adequate  suijplios  can  be  obtained,  it  has  been  found,  from  sources 
near  by,  entailing  far  less  sti'ain  upon  the  tonnage  resources  of  the 
United  States  during  the  present  difficult  period  than  shipments 
from  the  distant  [>orts  in  Asia  and  Australasia. 


FAST  FBEIGHT  FISH  EEBVICE  ON  CANADIAN  BAIXWAYS. 

[CMunl  K.  Vmie  UkliaTiliori,  Hoorton.  New  BrnBswlcli,  JuBe  M.I 

It  is  announced  by  the  administration  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment Bailways  that,  owing  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  express  refriger- 
ator cars  ancl  the  necessity  of  conserving  coal,  a  plan  that  was  to 
have  been  put  into  operation  to  increase  the  express  service  for  fish 
shipments  fr<wn  maritime  ports  to  the  cities  of  the  upper  Provinces, 
has  been  abandoned  and  in  its  stead  a  fast  freight  fish  service  is  to 
be  inaugurated.  Under  the  new  arrangement  connections  will  be 
made  as  far  through  as  Toronto. 
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CAiNKTHO   XKDUSTBY  DT  KINaSION  COirSITLAB  SISTEICT. 

tCMisal  Felix  8.  8.  Johnson.  KlnsatOD,  OoUrlo,  Canada,  Jnnc  20.) 

The  first  canning  factory  established  in  the  Kingston  district  be- 
j^an  operation  in  1882,  at  which  time  there  were  turned  out  from 
8.000  to  10,000  cans  of  tomatoes  a  day.  This  increased  in  1908  to 
60,000  cans  of  tomatoes  and  65,000  cans  of  corn  in  the  same  time. 
To-day  there  are  25  canneries  in  the  Kingston  consular  district,  and 
the  claim  is  made  that  half  the  canned  goods  produced  in  Canada 
are  put  up  in  this  section.  The  estimated  output  m  from  850  to 
1,000  cars  a  year. 

Two  or  thi-ee  years  ago  there  was  somethinw  of  a  shimp  in  this 
line,  production  having  overlapped  local  demand;  but  the  war  has 
widened  the  market  and  all  of  the  district's  factories  will  this  year 
run  full  blast.  If  there  is  a  good  crop  a  new  recoi-d  in  prcxluetion 
will  be  established.  Tomatoes  have  been  largely  planted  hU  through 
the  Bay  of  Quinte  district,  and,  although  tlieii!  has  not  been  mucli 
growth  as  yet,  the  plants  are  vigorous,  und  with  warm  weather  they 
will  go  ahead  with  a  rush.  Peas,  another  important  truck  crop,  show 
unusual  vigor  and  are  being  very  largely  grown. 

With  regard  to  the  sweet-corn  situation  im;ie  than  the  usual 
acreage  has  been  contracted,  but  less  than  the  usual  will  be  grown  be- 
cause of  poor  germination.  As  many  Prince  Edward  County  fann- 
ers have  depended  on  sweet-corn  stalks  for  ensilage,  the  fiuluro  in 
this  crop,  coupled  with  the  poor  results  looked  for  in  ordinary  field 
corn,  will  mean  many  empty  silos  in  the  county  this  year.  Fortiuiately 
this  will  not  be  so  serious  a  matter  as  a  similar  failure  would  be  in 
some  other  counties,  pea  ensilage  having  proven  an  excellent  substi- 
tute. Near  all  the  factories  in  this  consular  district  whore  peas  and 
com  are  put  up  silos  liavc  been  erected.  Two  new  ones  have  been 
built  in  connection  with  the  Picton  canneries  this  year,  and  these 
will  be  used  for  siloing  pea  straw  from  which  the  green  pests  for  can- 
ning have'  been  removed.  This  pea  ensilage  will  be  supplied  to 
farmers  who  grow  canning  stuff  for  flic  factories  at  $3  pci'  ton. 


SWEDISH  SEA  TRAFFIC  TO  RUSSIA. 

[Berllngekc  TlilCDilv  (CoppnbascD,  Dcamavk),  Majr  'J3,] 

Sweden  has  a  number  of  ships  in  home  harbors,  and  it  is  therefore 
hoped  to  recommence  trips  to  Kiissian  ports  as  soon  as  conditions 
are  quieter.  A  new  line  has  been  organized  in  Stockholm  under  the 
name  "  Svensk-Russisk  "  Shipping  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  3.000,000 
crowns  {$804,000  at  normal  exchange).  Two  small  steamoi-s  have 
already  been  acquired  and  plans  made  for  building  some  motor  ships. 
Regular  service  with  Russian  and  Finnish  harbors  may  be  started 
this  year. 

Other  companies  als^o  are  planning  to  engage  in  Finnish  traflic, 
while  the  Svea  Co.  will  maintain  a  service  to  .Valand  in  connection 
with  the  Finska-Angbatsbolaget  (a  line  from  Stockholm  to  Ilolsing- 
fors),  which  will  be  opened  in  .June. 

The  first  direct  steamer  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  left  Stock- 
holm for  Petrograd  on  May  21. 
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USTTGITATAH  DIFORTS  ASD  FBODVCTZOIT  OF  CEHEHT, 

ICoDsnl  WllHoBi  DawwD,  HoDtevUeO-I 
The  following  figures  show  imports  of  Portland  cement  into  Uru- 
guay during  the  calendar  years  1913,  1915,  1916.  and  1917,  in  metric 
tons  of  2^01.6  pounds  each: 
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The  remarkable  falling  off  in  imports  of  cement  aa  compaied  with 
the  prewar  period  is  due  to  the  lack  of  activity  in  building  and  con- 
struction wT>rk.  the  difficulty  of  securing  ceinont  fioni  abroad,  and 
the  I'apid  development  of  the  home  industry.  \n  a  result  of  the 
latter,  Uruguay  is  how  eximrting  cement,  as  npi>ear8  from  the  fol- 
lowing figures  showing  exports  in  metric  tons : 
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Importance  of  llrD^ayttn  Plant. 

Atpresent  practically  all  cement  used  in  Uruguay  is  produ.'(>d  by 
the  Fabrica  Unigiiaya  do  Portland  of  Messrs.  Mctzen-Vineenti  y 
Cia.,  located  at  hayago  (Montevideo).  This  factorj-  l>egan  opera- 
tions shortly  before  the  outbreak  of  the  European  wsir.  after  thor- 
ough experiments  with  native  materials  ninning  back  as  far  as  1909 
baa  been  made  by  German  espertK.  It  has  a  concession  from  the 
Uruguajan  Government  giving  it  certain  privileges  as  respects  taxa- 
tion, which  concession  expires  in  1928,  The  company  lias  its  own 
limestone  quarries  situated  in  the  Department  of  Minus.  Stone  is 
extracted  by  modern  methods,  including  the  use  of  t-ompi-essed-air 
drills.  The  original  equipment  for  the  making  of  cement  was  fur- 
nished and  in.stane<l  by  the  Amme.  Uiesecke  und  Konegen  Aktien- 
Gesellsdiaft,  Braunschweig.  Genuany.  The  plant  has  subsequently 
been  expanded  and  now  has  a  capacity  of  over  400,000  barrels  per 
vear.  The  plant  and  its  dependencies  i-epresent  au  investment  of 
S00,000  Uruguayan  gold  pe.'ws  ($827,000). 

The  Uruguayan  plant's  product,  which  is  known  as  the  "  Metzen  " 
brand,  is  said  to  be  a  gray  cement  of  very  good  quality,  comparing 
favorably  witli  cement  imported  from  Europe.  It  is  "already  well 
known  in  Argentina.  It  is  put  up  for  sale  in  50-kilo  (110  pounds) 
sacbj  and  barrels  weighing  180  kilos  (397  pounds)  gross  and  170 
kilos  (375  pounds)  net. 
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The  "Metzen"  cement  was  quoted  on  April  1,  1918,  at  2.85  pesos 
($2.95)  per  sack  of  50  kilos  and  9.80  pesos  ($10.1^)  per  barrel  of  180 
kilos  (gross).  Prices  arc  for  cement  delivered  at  Montevideo  or  at 
railway  station  or  dock  (Montevideo).  The  company  buys  back  sacks 
at  8.3  cents  each. 
Customs  Duty. 

Portland  cement  is  classified  nnder  paragraph  3632  of  the  Uru- 
guayan import  tariff  and  is  subject  to  an  import  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
to  which  must  be  added  surtaxes  amounting  to  14  per  cent.  Tliis  duty 
nt  34  per  cent  (including  surtaxes)  is  assessed  not  on  the  invoice  value 
but  on  the  "avnluo,"  or  official  valuation,  for  customs  pur[x>ses 
amounting  to  1.60  pesos  per  100  kilos  of  gross  weight.  This  makes 
the  duty  equivalent  to  a  specific  rate  of  25.5  cents  (U.  S.  currency) 
per  100  pounds  (gross  weight).  There  are  further  certain  minor 
charges  which,  according  to  an  importer,  bring  the  actual  entrance 
charges  on  imported  cement  up  to  roughly  1.05  pest»s  ($1.00)  per 
barrel.  The  import  duty  and  charges  stated  are  applicable  to  cement 
imported  frtnn  all  countries. 

[A  list  of  (lenlem  iu  anil  posxlbte  iisei's  of  <vtiient  nnd  other  tiulldlnff  material 
In  Uriijniay  can  be  ubtnintnl  from  the  Biireuu  of  Forelsii  nnd  Donii'stlc  Coui- 
uierce  or  ita  district  or  cooperative  officta  by  refciTlug  to  file  No,  HWTUS.l 


WAOE  AOVAHCE  IB  LANCASHIBE  COTTON  T&ADE. 

[CociTul  Iton  E.  Ilaloda;-,  MaDcbeiit< r,  KnElead,  May  23.] 

The  Manchester  Guardian  of  May  23  contained  the  following  item 
relating  to  the  advance  of  25  per  cent  grunted  to  operatives  in  the 
cotton  industry  by  the  Cotton  Control  Board : 

Tlie  quarter  of  h  million  oijemtlves  In  the  spinning  nnd  mnnnfiicturU)[c 
branclicH  of  the  iJincHHliIre  rottou  irnde  are  to  be  reonni mended  to  accept  au 
advauce  of  25  per  cent  on  the  stanilard  rates  of  wanes.  thU  being  the  cnm- 
proinlse  come  tu  between  tbe  eniployers'  and  operatives'  re|>reseiitutlveit  nt  a 
conference  lielil  yesterday  Iu  Mnnc-liester  to  consider  the  operutlves'  claim  for 
an  advance  of  30  per  cent.  The  contlnaed  payment  by  the  Cotton  Control 
Board  of  nnemployment  gronts  to  iii>erntlve»  who  ore  tempornrllr  or  per- 
manently out  of  wort  in  consequence  of  tlie  board's  schenie  for  the'  further 
mrtullment  of  the  consumption  Oi  I'aw  cottou,  which  will  shortly  come  into 
force  [see  Couuebce  IIf.pobts  for  June  22.  IDl.S],  Is  an  integral  part  of  the 
agreement  reacheil.  Sir  Herbert  Dixon,  clmlnnan  uf  tbe  tTntton  Control  llotinl, 
received  an  urgent  request  to  preside  at  the  conference  at  the  afternoon  sitting, 
anil  at  tbe  enil  of  about  seven  hours'  De^itlatlons  Mr.  H.  D.  Heiiilenwn,  the 
secretary  of  ttie  Cotton  Control  Board.  Issueil  tbe  following  offlclal  statement : 

■'At  a  meeting  for  the  pui-pose  of  considering  the  wages  question  It  was 
Sliced  to  recomnieud  to  the  rcapeetlve  oiraiilzattons  the  following  as  a  settle- 
ment: That  an  ndvanoe  of  2.1  \>ev  <>put  on  tbe  stondnrd  piece  price  list  rntea 
(if  wages  be  pnld  on  the  pay  day  In  tlie  week  ending  June  15.  1018,  and  with 
this  advance  the  rate  of  wages  to  ivinnlu  uncliaiiged  up  to  nnd  Including  tbe 
week  endlnt;  .Satunlay,  Decemlier  7,  1018. 

"That  If  the  aTK>ve  is  nccepteil  Ihe  employers  agree  to  the  Cotton  Control 
Boa^  making  such  levies  on  employers  running  machinery  as  will  eniihle  the 
hoani  to  continue  the  unemployment  iwiy  at  the  present  rate  up  to  nnd  liiclnd- 
Ing  Ihe  week  endiuR  Saturday,  Deeenii>er  7,  IfilR" 

The  distinctive  fi-ature  of  the  agreement  Is  that  It  embraces  nil  brandies  of 
tbe  Ijincashire  cotton  trade,  nnd  that  the  award  is  a  imlfonu  one. 


"  Thrive  by  Thrift,  Buy  War  Saving  Stamps." 
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KETVRFS  OF  NOTTIKOHAH'S  mmtCIFAL  imBEBTAKIiraB. 

IConsiil  C.  M.  lUich,  NottlnsJinm,  Eugliiiid,  .Iiine  4.! 

The  Nottingham  Tramways  Committee,  in  its  statement  to  the  city 
council  for  tlie  year  eridetl  March  31,  1918,  reports  total  receipts  of 
$1,194,335.  whicli  i.s  an  increase  of  $178,560  over  the  previous  year. 
The  operating  expensL':^  were  $777,420  for  the  same  period,  which  is 
an  increase  of  $88,835.  There  wns  n  decrease  in  the  cost^  of  main- 
tenance, compensation,  law  charges,  and  for  miscellaneous  expenses 
amonnting  to  $12,020,  In  consequence  of  the  serious  shortage  of 
iahor  ana  mntei-iai  it  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  permanent-way 
renewals  to  any  considerable  extent,  the  amount  expended  therefor 
being  $12,125. 

The  miles  tmveled  by  tbe  cars  during  the  year  totaled  3,776,225, 
on  increase  of  9,864  miles  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
average  number  of  cars  in  service  rose  from  116  to  119  per  day. 
Passengers  carried  numbered  52,690,881,  being  an  increase  of  5,209,- 
947:  Of  the  total  number  of  passenger  carried,  39,244,107  were  the 
ordinary  2-cent  fares,  or  74^  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  ordinary 
2-«ent  ftires  were  increased  to  3  cents  beginning  April  1. 

After  deducting  all  of  the  operating  e^wnses,  there  was  a  net 
balance  of  $416,015.  which  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  Interest  on 
stock  and  loans,  $83,190;  ropayment  of  capital,  $120,870;  reserve  and 
renewals  fiind,  $122.835 :  reserve  accident  fund,  $10,000;  and  the  re- 
mainder, $80,000,  was  applied  to  the  district  tax  I'ate, 
Smaller  Consnmptioo  ol  Gas. 

The  report  of  the  gas  committee  shows  a  total  income  of  $2,267,245 
during  the  yeai'.  and  disbursements  for  the  same  period  of  $1,648,930. 
The  balance,  together  with  $133,310  brought  forward  from  the  pre- 
vious year  and  $35,435  interest,  brought  the  total  net  income  for 
the  year  up  to  $787,060.  After  deducting  interest  on  capital,  sinking- 
fund  contributions,  and  depreciation,  ^77,235  remained  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  council,  of  which  $150,000  was  applied  to  the  district  tax 
rate,  $150,000  to  the  renewals  fund,  and  $175,000  to  the  reserve  fund. 

The  quantity  of  gas  sold  during  the  year  was  2.244.670,300  cubic 
feet,  as  against  2,085,131,600  cubic  feet  for  the  previous  year,  being  an 
increase  of  159,538,700  cubic  feet,  although  a  decrease  of  6,632,400 
cubic  feet  as  compai'cd  ivith  the  year  ended  March  31,  1914.  The 
amount  of  gas  st^a  per  t<m  of  coal  carbonized  was  12,004  cubic  feet, 
as  against  11,802  ciibic  feet  for  the  corresponding  peritHl  of  1917. 
The  gas  sold  for  public  lighting  was  only  3,690.000  cubic  feet,  as  com- 
parea  with  102,143,500  cubic  feet  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1914. 
This  great  decrease  was  due  to  the  darkened  conditions  of  the  streets 
at  night,  and  also  to  the  great  saving  in  the  amount  of  gas  consumed 
for  illuminaling  purposes  since  the  daylight-saving  law  Decame  oper- 
ative. 

Keady  mai'kets  and  goo<l  prices  for  coke,  ammonia  products,  cfude 
carbolic,  creosote,  and  naphthalene  prevailed  during  the  year.  The 
outlook  for  pitch  has  also  improved,  but  prices  are  still  very  low. 
Further  sulistantial  advances  of  war  wages  and  bonuses  have  been 
granted  to  the  workmen. 

The  gas  committee  couciiided  its  report  by  stating  that  the  utmost 
difficulty  had  been  experienced  in  keeping  lip  the  supply  of  gas  dur- 
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ing  the  winter,  owing  to  the  phortage  of  coal,  gas  oil,  and  Inbor,  The 
Btocb  of  coal  was  then  practically  exhausted,  and  there  is  no  proba- 
bility of  the  same  being  repleiiished.  The  outlooit  for  next  winter 
is  therefore  considered  serious.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
that  a  further  increase  in.  the  price  of  g,ts  would  have  to  be  made 
in  the  near  future.  The  present  price  of  g;is  for  domestic  purposes 
is  68  cents  per  1,000  cubic  feet  and  50  ceuts  for  power  purposes. 

Zlictrlcity  riant  Failed  to  Show  Profit. 

The  city  electricity  plant  was  the  only  onr  of  the  municipal  under- 
takings that  failed  to  show  a  profit  during  the  past  year.  The  reason 
assigned  by  the  committee  was  the  large  increase  in  the  cost  of  coal 
and  war  bonuses  to  employees.  Seven  hundred  tons  less  of  coal  were 
consumed  and  216,174  mora  units  of  electricity  generated  at  an  in- 
creased cost  of  $24,380  for  coal.  Owing  to  the  restrictions  of  tlie 
Ministi-y  of  Munitions  many  applications  for  lighting  and  [jower  had 
to  be  refused. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  a  new  electric-generating  station 
has  received  very  careful  consideration,  licports  have  been  obtained 
as  to  the  most  suitable  hite  for  such  a  station,  uitd  inquiries  are  being 
made  f-o  that  the  committee  may  be  placed  in  a  position  to  proceoci 
immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

The  users  of  electricity  now  numbi-r  5.070.  The  number  of  32-watt 
lamps,  or  their  equivalent,  on  March  31  latit  was  DSO.l.oD,  which  is  nn 
increase  of  18,866.  Thirty-nine  additional  motors,  aggi-egating  472 
horsepower,  have  been  connected  with  the  mains,  malting  a  total  of 
2,194  motors  and  9,832  horsepower.  The  number  of  units  sbid  during 
the  year  was  14,933,010;  and  while  the  number  nf  consumers  has  in- 
creased since  the  commencement  of  the  war  fi-om  4,861  to  5.070,  the 
average  price  obtained  per  unit  has  risen  from  3..5G  to  3.82  cents. 
The  report  of  the  committee  concluded  with  a  recommendation  for  a 
further  increase  of  13^  per  cent  in  the  price  of  electricity,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  city  council;  this  brings  the  total  increase  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war  up  to  33^  per  cent. 


BBAZIL  SESTBICT3  USE  AITO  SALE  OF  FIREWOBKS. 

IVIco  CODHUl  Itl<^b&rd  P.  UamfiPD,  Rio  do  Jnndro,  Mnj'  2-1.1 

The  Prefect  of  the  Federal  District  of  Brazil  recently  issued  an 
order  calling  for  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  law  No. 
1644,  of  October  27,  1914.  relating  to  bonfires,  the  use  and  sale  of 
balloons,  and  the  displa}'  of  fireworks  in  the  public  commons. 

Article  1  of  this  law  prohibits  the  use  or  sale,  in  any  part  of  the 
Federal  District,  of  the  class  of  fireworks  commonly  known  as 
"balao  de  fogo"  {fire  balloon),  and  for  infractions  of  the  law  pro- 
vides a  penalty,  besides  the  confiscation  of  the  prohibited  article,  of 
about  $12.50  American  curi'ency,  doubled  on  the  second  offense,  or, 
in  default  of  payment  of  the  fine,  eight  days'  imprisonment. 

Article  2  of  the  law  prohibits  the  practice  of  making  bonfires  or  of 
displaying  fireworks  in  the  public  commons  or  from  the  doors  and 
windows  which  overlook  them,  applying  the  same  iK*naltics  as  above. 
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BECENTLY  ISSTTES  OOVEBHKEBT  FUBIICATIOH&. 

Copies  of  the  foUowine  Government  publications,  ■which  have  just 
l)een  pubhshed,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments at  Washington : 

Radio  InstrumcnU  and  Mcaturcincnls  (Stautlardfl  Bureau  Circular  T4,  re- 
print).— A  most  Importnot  radio  imbUcatlou  coveriug  the  fumlnmentals  of  elec- 
tromagnetlBm,  priiicijiles  of  nlternutlng  currents,  radio  efreuits,  damping.  In- 
Mruraents  and  methods  of  raiUo  moasui-eiueDt  nuve  meters,  condensers,  coUs, 
current  measurements  and  datas.  etc.     Price,  60  cents. 

Uanual  for  CommandcrH  o/  Infantry  Flatoont  (trauslated  from  the  Frencli. 
edition  of  1917,  at  tlie  Anuj-  War  C-ollege.  i-cpriut).^Cuvers  tiie  lu-Liclitles  of 
command,  elementary  tralnlns;  of  fnfjintrjinen,  various  infoi-niatioii  iiecest.irj' 
for  n  platoon  cwmmander,  general  disclpitiie,  Infantry  In  cantonments.  Infantry 
in  the  treoolies,  attacic  of  a  position  and  methods  of  Imrtniction.    Price,  40  cents. 

CfiairTar  yroAuetx  and  the  PottibiUly  of  iM/reasing  tlwir  Manufociurc  it*  the 
United  Stales  (Mines  Bui-eau  Teclmical  Paper  89) — with  chapter  on  Coal-T«r 
Prodnots  UBcd  In  ExpIosliTs) . — Covers  raw  iiialprlala.  suiH''y  of  coal  suitnljte 
for  by-products  manufacture,  production  uml  disposal  of  coal  tar.  Its  products 
used  ill  iiiaktn;;  esploi^lves,  uitrobenzenes.  iiltrotoliictie<:,  nltronaphthalencR.  pic- 
ric acid  and  picratea,  etc.    Price,  5  caits. 

Vnitc<l  States  Govrrumciit  Specifieatiof.  for  Portland  Ccmciit  (StandardB 
Btireaii  Circular  33.  reprint ) .—Covers  Unite^l  States  novernmeiit  Ki>ec Ideations, 
Portland  cement,  (itemlcal  properties,  phyaical  properties,  packagef.  marhing 
aud  storage,  etc.     Price,  10  cents. 

Elcctrifal  Goods  in  Australia  (Si<ec)al  Agents  Series  15'i,  reprint). — Gir«s 
general  review  of  trade  conditions  iu  Australia,  conduct  of  trade,  and  technical 
data.     Price,  15  cents. 

Ctutomt  Tariff  of  Av«tral4a  (Tariff  Series  87,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
xoestlc  Commerce). — Covers  the  level  of  duties,  lu'efereutinl  provisions,  cus- 
toms act  aud  regulations,  tite  customs  tarifF.  etc.     Price,  10  cents, 

Texlilo  llarkct  of  Chile  (Special  Agents  Series  IW). — Gives  information  on 
the  cotton-Koods  trade,  silk-goods  trade,  woolen-goods  trade,  linen-goods  tratle, 
and  coutalns  Infomintlon  concerning  raw  cottons,  jute  and  hemp  goods,  testlte 
manufacturlne,  cvstoms  cliargcs,  -nefgbt^,  measures,  and  currency,  «c.  Price 
10  cents. 

Oro»n<l  Conncctiong  for  Eievtrical  Syttcms  (Standards  Bureau  Technical 
Paper  108). — A  technical  work  covering  reslBtance  of  ground  coiniections,  usee 
and  ttervlce  conditions  of  ground  conditions  to  different  forms  of  ground  con- 
ditions and  electrical  and  mechanical  construction,  Are  haznrd,  and  inter- 
ference ivlth  service  In  grounding,  etc.    Pric,  30  c«nt& 

Copper  (Standards  Bureau  Circular  73). — Covers  commercial  copper,  metal- 
lography of  copper  chemical  properties,  physical  jiroiiertles.  thermal,  optical, 
heat  treatment,, Impurities,  and  includes  gases,  hardeniug.  etc.    Price,  20  cents. 

A  fipecifc  OrttvUv  Balanee  for  Qatct  <8tandard8  Bureau  Technical  I'av^t 
S9). — Covers  purpose  of  the  investigation,  principles  of  the  method,  description 
of  the  apparatus  aud  experimental  results.    Price,  5  cents. 


FLAXSEED  AKB  UNSEED  ON  LIST  OF  &E8IBXCTED  IMF0KT6. 

Flaxseed  and  linseed  have  been  placed  by  the  War  Trade  Boai'd, 
in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  K.  ICO),  upon  the  List  of  "Restricted 
Imports. 

All  outstanding  licenses  for  the  iinportatiou  by  sea  of  flaxseed  and 
linseed  have  been  revoked,  except  for  the  importation  of  flaxseed  or 
linseed  which  is  now  in  traiLsit  or  is  to  be  transported  upon  lessels 
which  arc  now  loading,  Xo  licenses  will  be  issued  hereafter  for  the 
importation  of  flaxseed  or  linseed,  except  that,  up  to  and  including 
Jnly  10,  1918,  licenses  will  be  issued  for  the  importation  of  cargoes 
which  are  now  in  transit  and  for  the  cargoes  of  vessels  which  arc 
now  loading. 
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NOKWEOIAS  GOTZAinCXBT  HEZfS  THE  USHDrO  INDUSTRY. 

[Vice  CosBul  H.  £.  Cartem,  Chtlstlanla,  Uay  21.1 

In  order  to  help  the  XorwegiuD  fishing  industry  to  find  a  market 
for  the  annual  catches  of  fish,  the  Government  some  time  iigo  under- 
took to  make  largo  purchases  of  the  fisli  thus  caught,  tnc  fish  is 
purchased  by  one  or  the  .se\'cra!  Government  commissions  charged 
witli  providing  the  country  with  food  supplies. 

The  fish  tiius  acquired  is  disposed  of  in  several  ways.  It  is  higldy 
desirable  that  most  of  it  be  consumed  within  the  country,  and  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  increa.se  the  use  of  fish  as  food  in  Norway. 
A  considerable  amoimt  is  sold  abroad,  some  going  to  P^ngland 
and  Germany,  and  some  to  the  adjoining  Scandinavian  counti'ies. 
Recently  a  hlrge  shipment  was  sent  to  Finland,  and  efforts  are  now 
being  made  to  create  a  mai-ket  for  Xorwegian  fii^h  in  northern 
Rnssin.  Such  quantities  of  fish  as  are  not  used  in  either  of  the  above 
ways  are  giound  into  fish  meul,  which  is  used  as  fodder  for  cattle. 
Qtfwenmeat  Purcliaies  Dried  C«d. 

The  chairman  for  one  of  the  commissions  named  above  recently 
stated  that  the  Government  has  now  closed  all  of  its  contracts  for 
the  purchase  of  klipfisk  (dried  cod)  for  the  present. 

It  is  said  that  the  State  has  now  purchased  from  11,000  to  12,000 
tons  of  dried  cod,  of  which  not  all  has  yet  Ijoen  delivered,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  fishermen  are  still  busy  on  the  sea.  The  fi^  is 
reported  as  being  in  vei-y  good  condition.  It  has  been  pni-chased  at 
■n  average  price  of  1  crown  ($0,286),  which  makes  the  total  price 
from  11,000,000  to  12,000.000  crowns  ($2,fl48.O00  to  $3,216,000). 

An  unusually  large  amount  of  dried  cod  has  been  sold  within  tlie 
country  this  year.  Tlie  Fish  Provision  Commission  estimated  that 
700  toDe  would  be  eonsuined  l>er  annum,  but  this  estimate  is  now 
shown  to  be  far  too  low.  In  the  period  from  .lanuarj'  1)  191R>  to  the 
present  more  than  900  tons  have  been  disposed  of.  This  is.  however, 
not  a  large  part  of  the  quantity  of  the  dried  cod  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  on  hand.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  there  will  be  l&r^ 
e-'cports  of  dried  cod.  During  the  past  two  years  the  exports  of  this 
fisu  have  been  small,  but  inquiries  for  dried  cod  have  come  from 
Ital}',  Spain,  and  Portugal,  and  wei-e  it  not  for  tlie  question  of  ton- 
nage, the  fish  now  on  hand  coidd  easily  be  sold. 


IHCREASES  CHAAOBS  BY  THE  BRISTOL  DOCKS  COHHITTEE. 

tCooanl  I.  8.  Aroutnioe.  Jr.,  Bristol.  EDKland.  Jud«  3.) 
The  Bristol  Docks  Committee  has  announced  that,  in  conscjjnence 
of  the  extra  expenditures  entailed  in  working  the  docks  under  existing 
war  conditions,  and  of  the  war  allowance  granted  to  deck  laborers 
by  the  committee  on  production,  the  rates,  charges,  and  rents  shown 
in  their  current  schedules  will  be  increased  as  follows,  as  from  May 
6,  1918: 

Laborage  operations  on  grain,  seeds,  general  goods,  wood  goods, 
eold-storage  goods,  and  other  services,  an  additional  55  i)er  cent, 
making  a  total  increase  of  100  per  cent  on  the  schedule  raiL>s:  rent 
cbai^es  on  grain,  seeds,  genera!  go<ids.  wood  goods,  cold-storage 
goods,  etc.,  an  additional  IZ^  per  cent,  making  a  total  increase  of 
33J  per  cent  on  the  schedule  rates.  |c 
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PEOOBESS  OF  nJTE  UratTSTaY  IN  IHDIA. 

|CoDBii[  GcDeral  Jam«a  A.  Smith.  CHlcotti,  Apr.  a.] 

Tho  record  of  the  jiite  industry  in  India  has  been  one  of  iininter- 
rnptcd  progress.  The  industry  centers  in  Bengal,  and  tins  section 
of  India  may  be  said  for  all  practical  comniemal  purposes  to  be  the 
only  jute-producing  territory  in  the  world. 

A  recent  statement  issued  by  the  Director  of  Statistics  shows  tho 
progress  of  the  jute  mills  here  from  the  earliest  year  for  which  com- 
plete infoi'nifttion  is  available.  The  figures  give  the  quinquennial 
average  from  the  fiscal  year  1879-80  up  to  the  fiscal  year  1913-li  and 
actuni  results  in  1914-15, 1915-lC,  and  191G-17. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  mills,  their  authorized 
capital,  the  number  of  persons  employed,  and  the  number  of  looms 
and  spindles,  with  the  variation  for  each  period,  taking  the  average 
of  the  quinquennium  from  1879-80  to  1883-84  as  100: 
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'Exports  of  Jute  UanufBClnrcs. 

The  production  of  the  mills  has  increased  to  »  still  greater  extent, 
as  the  following  table  of  cxport.s  of  jute  maniifnctiires  discloses.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  combined  value  ofgimny  bags  and 
gunny  cloths  exported  from  British  India  by  sea  in  1916-17  is  over 
33  times  as  great  as  the  average  value  of  the  exports  in  the  period 
1879-80  to  1883-84. 
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Wftr  Affecti  Stalpmenta  of  Kaw  Jute. 

Until  the  outbreak  of  tho  war  British  India's  exports  of  raw 
jute  by  sea  were  marked  by  increases  from  year  to  year,  although 
the  growth  was  not  so  rapid  as  in  the  case  of  manufactures.  In 
1914-Ij  a  sharp  decline  occurred,  and,  though  there  was  some  im- 
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provemcnt  the  in»xt  year,  exports  did  not  rench  their  fonnor  level  i 
either  191i>-16  or  1916-17,  as  the  following  table  shows: 
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SKntS  EXPOBTED  ^OH  ADEN  VIA  MANILA  TO  AXERICA. 

[Consul  AildlaoD   E.  Southard,  Aden,  Arabia;  sei-  alia  CoiiUEnrE  RuroBTa  Tor  July  2.1 

A  recent  interesting  development  in  the  Aden  export  trade  has 
been  the  shipping  of  nearl;y'  1,000  bales  of  goat  and  sheep  skins  to 
the  United  States  via  Manila.  Normally  ii-  large  part  of  the  skins 
handled  in  this  market  are  exported  to  the  United  States,  and  owing 
to  the  lack  of  shipping  space  large  stocks  purchased  for  American 
importers  have  been  accumulating  in  Aden.  There  being  no  prospect 
of  shipping  space  via  the  Mediterranean,  which  is  the  usual  route  for 
skin  shipments  to  the  United  States,  local  exporteis  have  been  c<m- 
sidering  other  routes  and  some  shipments  have  been  made  via  India. 
Owing  to  the  long  journey  of  approximately  15,000  miles  from  Aden 
to  New  York  via  the  Pacific,  it  has  not  heretofore  seemed  practicable  . 
to  make  shipments  over  that  route.  However,  space  from  Aden  to 
Manila  was  offered  on  a  Spanish  steamer  that  recently  called  at  this 
port,  and  several  exportei-s  have  made  tlie  venture  of  starting  ship- 
ments via  Manila  over  the  long  Pacific  route  to  New  York. 
BAtei  Tin  ll*aila  CompaieA  With  Thou  by  Way  of  MedlterraaeuL 

The  rate  from  Aden  to  Manila  by  this  Spanish  steamer  was  about 
{25  per  measurement  ton,  and  one  lirm  informs  tlie  consulate  that  its 
forwarding  agent  in  Manila  has  obtained  a  rate  of  $100  per  measure- 
ment ton  ft-om  that  port  to  New  York,  If  these  shipments  of  skins 
can  go  tlirough  at  that  rate,  the  cost  of  shipping  by  this  new  route 
will  be  little  more  than  by  the  regulnr  and  shorter  Mediterranean 
route.  A  local  exporter  who  attempted  to  arrange  for  the  charter 
of  a  steamer  from  Aden  to  New  York  via  the  Mediterranean  or  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  depending  upon  cii-cunistances,  offered  a  rate 
of  approximately  $300  per  wei^t  ton  for  skins.  Therefore,  if  -space 
from  Manila  to  the  United  States  is  available,  which  local  exporters 
seem  to  think  is  the  ease,  it  is  likely  that  a  considerable  share  of  Aden 
exports  to  the  United  States  may  go  by  that  route  so  long  as  present 
shipping  conditions  via  the  MediteiTanean  prevail. 
EldcK  and  Qnin  Also  Shipped  TIa  Kanila. 

With  the  goat  and  sheep  skins  recently  shipped  to  New  York  via 
Manila  69  bales  of  hides  and  37  bags  of  gum  arabic  were  also  shipped. 
Other  exports  from  Aden  to  the  United  States  are  coffee,  shells, 
senna,  ivory,  and  civet,  but  so  far  as  is  known  no  exports  of  these 
commodities  have  as  yet  been  made  via  Manila  and  (he  Pacific.        ^1,-, 
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PSOJECTED  LABOR  BULLETIN  FOK  BRAZIL. 

[Vice  CoDSDl  Rlcbaid  P.  Uomscn,  Rio  de  JBnelrn,  U>;  20.1 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  Brazilian  Congress  for  the  pub- 
lication of  a  quarterly  labor  bulletin.  It  is  proposed  that,  from  the 
date  of  the  definite  organization  of  the  National  Department  of 
Labor,  the  department  shall  publish  n  quarterly  labor  bulletin,  to 
exchange  information  regarding  questions  of  labor  and  similar  sub- 
jects. 

The  expenses  of  publishing  this  bulletin  are  to  be  paid  from  a  fund 
of  25  contos  (about  $6^50  in  American  currency)  which  the  National 
Depaitnient  of  Labor  shall  reserve  from  the  revenues  derived  from 
the  Bi-azilian  agricultural  colonies. 

Besides  the  information  that  the  Department  of  Labor  considers 
suitable  to  print  in  this  bulletin,  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  publica- 
tion of  the  following  subjects  obligatory:  (1)  Labor  statistics;  (2) 
labor  laws;  (3)  decrees  which  promulgate  these  laws;  (4)  judicial 
decisions  regarding  labor  questions ;  (5)  congressional  proceedings  on 
questions  of  labor;  (6^  memorials,  conferences,  monographs,  and 
other   data  pertaining  to   these  subjects,  and   especially   to  trade 


It  is  iilso  proposed  that  one  section  of  this  bulletin  be  devoted  to 
answering  requests  for  information  concerning  statistics  and  labor 
legislation  of  all  nations  of  the  American  republics. 


f  OREIGN  TRADE  OF  BELLIGEBEHT  AND  NEUTRAL  COUNTRIES. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  belligerent  countries  and  the  principal 
neutrals  from  1913  to  1917  is  given  in  the  table  below  for  the  vear? 
for  which  statistics  are  availaole.  Imports  into  the  United  i^tates 
increased  from  $1 .792,!>9C.OOO  in  1913  to  $2,952,468,000  in  1917,  while 
exports  increased  from  $2,484,018,000  in  1913  to  $6,231,245,000  in 
1917.  There  was  a  slight  drop  in  exports  in  1914  due  to  the  demorali- 
zation of  shipping  facilities  caused  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  but 
in  succeeding  years  the  value  of  exports  mounted  nipidly  by  reason 
of  the  increased  purchases  of  foodstuffs  and  munitions  by  the  Allied 
countries,  the  extension  of  American  trade  to  coimtries  foruierly 
served  by  European  competitors,  and  higher  prices. 

The  imporis  into  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Italy,  have  in 
general  shown  an  ap]>i'eciable  increase  owing  to  the  large  purchases 
for  war  purposes;  the  exports  of  these  countries  show  a  deci-easc 
owing  to  smaller  domestic  production  and  the  scarcity  of  shipping. 
Russuin  exports  and  imports  have  both  decreased  as  a  result  of  the 
closing  of  the  usual  trade  route  through  Germany.  No  statistics 
of  German  and  Austrian  trade  have  been  published  for  years  later 
tJian  19i;j,  but  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  trade  of  these  coun- 
tries was  limited  to  the  surrounding  neutrals.  For  Japan  both  the 
imports  and  exports  show  a  large  increase  in  1917  over  1913,  owing 
to  the  rapid  expansion  of  manufacturing  and  the  increased  market 
for  Japanese  goods  in  the  Far  East  in  countries  formerly  obtaining 
goods  from  Germany  and  other  European  countries. 

In  the  neutral  countries  of  western  Europe,  with  the  exception  of 
the  NetUerhinds,  the  values  of  exports  in  1915  exceeded  those  of 
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1913;  tSie  values  of.jmpprts  were  greater  for  NwTfay  and  Sweden, 
but  less  for  the  Xetheriands,  Switzeilanil,  Si>aiii,  and  Portugal,  The 
increase  in  exports  was  due  partly  to  liiglier  prices  and  partly  to  in- 
cnasefl  buying  by  all  the  belligertnts.  -wliiJc  the  increase  in  imports 
into  Norway  and  Sweden  whs  dae  in  part  to  hi|ther  prices  and  in 
part  to  the  necessity  of  importing  foreign  {roods  tn  replace  domestic 
supplies  shipped  to  the  owintri«!  Tit  wnr.  Thf  decreaw  in  imports 
into  the  Xetherlands,  Spain,  and  Portupil  n-^s  doubtless  dne  to  dilfi- 
cnhies  in  secnring -dipping  spac*.  while  the  d^eppase  for  Switzer- 
land was  probably  owing  to  restritrtion=  of  exports  from  tlw  central 
powers, 
Impwlx  And  Exports  by  Conatrici. 

lu  Comparing  the  figures  frivee  in  the  following  t^ihk'  hjiowing  tlte 
imports  nnd  cxpi^ts  of  the  principal  neiiti'aJ  mid  bel]jg«reiit  coun- 
tries, consideration  sboidd  be  given  to  tlie  gieatra\  imi'easc  io  prioes 
that  bais  occurred  since  tlie  oiiUn'eak  of  the  wjir. 
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BEf RESENTAllOH  ABSOAD  OF  ITKITED  EIKaDOH  PIRXS. 

IBrltlsb  (GoverDmvDt)  Board  of  Trade  Joatnal,  June  13.] 
Cases  have  recently  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence)  in  which 
the  United  Kingdom  fii-ms  have  broken  off  their  relations  with  their 
agents  abroad  on  the  ground  that,  owing  to  preoccupation  on  war 
work  or  other  difficulties,  they  are  unable  to  deliver  goods  for  export. 
The  difficulties  experienced  by  manufacturers  in  maintaining  their 
overseas  trade  are  lully  appi-eciated,  but  it  is  also  well  to  bear  in 
mind  the  position  of  overseas  agents  who  find  themselves  unable  to 
obtain  their  normal  supplies  of  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
It  will  not  be  disputed  that  a  good  agent  is  as  valuable  an  asset  to  a 
manufacturer  as  any  unit  in  his  manufacturing  organization,  and 
that  the  retention  of  his  services  may  assist  materially  in  keeping 
together  the  good  will  of  the  manufacturer's  connection,  even  if 
orders  from  overseas  can  not  be  executed.  It  may  also  be  pointed 
out  that  the  severing  of  connections  witii  a  good  agent  nmst  neces- 
sarily lead  to  the  agent  seeking  other  principals,  and  so  transferring 
his  services  and  experience  to  a  competitor. 

The  majority  of  British  manufacturers  have,  no  doubt,  taken  theso 
facts  into  account,  and  instances  have  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  department  in  which  the  manufacturer  has  arranged  to  pay 
his  agent  a  sum  based  on  the  commissions  earned  by  him  in  more 
normal  times. 

HAZIHTTK  FBICES  W  UBVGITAY. 

IConBdl  William  Dawson,  Montevideo.  Uay  II. I 

The  Uruguayan  National  Subsistence  Board,  created  by  the  law  of 
December  20, 1917,  has  during  the  past  month  continued  its  activities 
along  the  lines  of  price  regulation. 

One  of  the  most  important  measures  taken  consists  in  fixing  maxi- 
mum prices  for  bread.  A  governmental  decree  of  April  15,  1918,  set 
the  price  of  bread  of  the  first  class  at  4.22  cents  per  pound  and  bread 
of  the  second  class  at  3.75  cents  per  pound.  These  prices  were,  how- 
ever, subsequently  modified  by  a  decree  of  May  7.  which  established 
the  following  maximum  rates:  Flour,  first  grade,  in  70-kilo  bags 
[kilo=2.2046  pounds],  3.89  cents  per  pound  to  bakeries;  bread  made 
of  same,  4,69. cents  per  pound  sold  over  the  counter;  flour,  second 
grade,  in  70-kilo  baff^,  3.42  cents  per  pound  to  bakeries;  bread  made 
of  same,  4.22  cents  per  poimd  sold  over  the  coimter. 

A  decree  of  April  23  extendc<l  that  of  Februaiy  9, 1918,  iirohibiting 
the  ex]>ortation  of  eggs,  so  as  to  make  it  include  preserved  foods  re- 
quiring e^gs  in  their  preparation.  A  decree  of  April  22  supple- 
mented prices  already  fixed  for  eggs  on  April  9  by  making  the  maxi- 
mum price  for  persons  selling  to  wholesjdci-s  41.4  cents  per  dozen,  for  ' 
wholesalers  selling  to  i-etaiieis  4fi.5  cents  per  dozen,  and  for  retailers 
selling  to  the  public  51.7  cents  per  dozen. 
CommoditleE  Affected  by  Decree  of  April  9, 

By  this  decree  of  April  9.  just  mentioned,  the  Uruguayan  Govern- 
ment fixed,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Sational  Subsistence 
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Board,  maximum  prices  for  a  long  list  of  comnio<lities.    Those  estnb- 
lished  for  vegetables  were: 
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Prices  tor  Cottonseed  and  Olive  Oil. 

For  cottonseed  oil  the"  maximum  prices  to  be  chnrgetl  by  the  whole- 
saler to  the  retailci"  were  fixed  by  this  same  decree  of  Apiil  9  as  fol- 
lows: In  casks,  per  10  kilos  net,  at  the  rate  of  37.52  cents  a  pound; 
in  cans  of  16.36  to  17  kilos,  per  10  kilos  net,  at  the  rate  of  38.C9 
cents  a  pound. 

For  cottonseed  or  peanut  oil  packed  in  the  country  and  for  iin- 

gorted  olive  oil,  in  cans  of  1  to  5  kilos,  the  maxiiuiini  prices  were 
xed  at: 
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All  of  the  foregoing  weights  and  prices  ore  understood  inclusive 
of  can.  For  cans  or  ovei'  5  kikis  proportionate  prices  are  to  be 
charged.  Sftles  made  by  wholesalers  to  retailers  are  to  be  according 
to  terms  usual  here,  a  discount  of  5  per  cent  being  allowed  for  cash. 

The  decree  further  prohibits  the  exportation  and  reexportation 
of  edili^e  oils. 
Ketallers'  Profits — Hew  Soap  Frtect. 

From  re|X)rts  submittef)  by  the  National  Subsistence  Board  and 
published  n-ith  the  deciee  of  April  9,  it  appears  that  tlie  investiga- 
tions of  the  board  showed  that  various  kincia  of  vegetables  were  being 
resold  to  the  public  by  retailers  at  a  profit  of  80  to  150  per  cent, 
Frnit  and  ve^ables  or  s<dd  at  Montevideo  very  largely  by  ped- 
dlers.   The  prices  for  edible  oils  have  been  based  on  tliose  riding  ■  ^ 


64 


_  COMMEECE  BEPOBTS. 


on  February  1,  1918.  Theboard  statea  in  its  Pfeport  that  there  have 
been  no  arrivals  of  oil  during  the  past  five  months.  It  found-  tliat 
ret-ailers  were,  without  any  suilicient  reason,  charging  the  following 
prices  for  2j-kiio  cans:  Cottonseed  oil  packed  in  country,  $2.48; 
Spaniiih  olive  oil,  $3.10;  French  olive  oil,  $4.14. 

A  decree  of  April  24  fixed  a  new  scale  of  maximum  prices  for 
soap  by  adding  5  pescfe  per  100  kilos  ($2.35  per  100  pounds)  to  the 
prices  estnblislied  by  resolution  of  March  7  [see  Commerce  Repobts 
for  Apr.  23,  19181.  However,  these  new  prices  are  to  remain  in  - 
force  only  until  the  arrival  of  soda  and  resin  ordered  from  the 
United  States.  In  recommending  the  foregoing  increase  in  prices 
the  National  Subsistence  Board  suggested  that  the  Government  en- 
deavor to  obtain  from  the  United  btates  1,000  drums  of  caustic  soda  • 
and  2,000  barrels  of  resin. 

New  Qeoreei  Ifodity  Former  Fricei. 

Other  measures  of  leas  general  interest  have  been  a  decree  of 
April  23,  establishing  a  new  maximum  wholesale  price  for  potatoes 
of  superior  grade,  fixed  at  4,7  cents  per  pound,  while  the  retail  price 
remams  at  5.63  cents;  a  decree  of  April  26  modifying  the  maximum 
prices  for  edible  oils  fixed  by  decree  of  April  9;  and  a  decree  of  May 
7  fixing  new  prices  for  vegetables. 

The  new  prices  for  oil  show  an  increase  ranging  up  to  9  per  cent 
over  those  established  on  April  9  for  cottonseed  oil  and  for  olive 
oil  from  Spain  and  France,  while  those  for  Italian  oil  remain  about 
stationary.  The  decree  of  May  7  regulating  the  price  of  vegetables 
contains  a  large  number  of  items,  distinguishes  between  different 
grades,  and,  unlike  the  first  decree  dealing  with  the  matter,  does 
not  fix  all  prices  by  weight,  but  provides  for  the  sale  of  many  vege- 
.  tables  by  the  head,  dozen,  hundred,  etc. 

Finally,  a  decree  of  May,  fixes  a  new  scale  of  maximum  prices  for 
beef  tat  (special  packing  house,  salting  plant,  or  other  manufac- 
ture, except  so-onllcd  '"Palmitina"),  as  follows:  Manufacturer  to 
dealer,  13,6  cents  per  pound  for  20-kilo  cans,  14,07  cents  for  10-kilo 
cans,  and  14.54  cents  for  5-kilo  cans,  all  including  container;  dealer 
to  public,'  17,35  cents  per  pound  for  5-kilo  cans,  including  container, 
and  16.43  cents  per  pound  net. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEATT  OF  FOBEIGN  AND  DOHESTIC  COUH EBCE. 


piSTBicT  oFnces. 

KEV  TOBK;   ;*4  CBitaakun. 

BOSTON:  ISOl  CiaUBkoBtr. 

CHICAGO:  604  Ftintl  BnlldlnK. 

KT.  LOl'ISi  10!  Third  HiIIomI  Bmak  Billdlwr. 

NEW  0KLBIt^Sl  1030  Hllwrila  Biik  BbIIiHbs. 

K*K  FRlM'ISCOi  SOI  CaalonkoiiH. 

KEirrLE:  B48  ll<BCf  Biililiis. 


COOPEBATITB  OFFICES. 
CLEVELAND:  ChiiBbfr  of  Cdbwrc 
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urn  Ballwai  Bjttm. 
PORTLAND,  OBBfl.:  Ckinbfr  ol  C> 
BATTON:  flrnUr  Darloa  AiiocUtloa 
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FEOFITS  OF  OBEEE  UEBCHAST  MARINE. 

(Vice  CoDEut  C,  M.  Corafa,  AtbeoR,  May  10. J 

Now  that  the  figures  representing  the  profits  of  the  Greek  steam 
merchant  marine  for  1917  are  at  hand,  it  is  possible  to  estimat*  the 
gains  of  Greek  shipowners  for  the  period  of  the  present  world  war. 

For  1915,  the  first  year  of  the  war,  profits  reached  an  estimated 
total  of  $27,020,000,  and  for  1916,  $42,460,000.  In  1917  all  the  Greek 
steam«i-s  employed  by  the  Allies  were  indemnified  at  30  shillings  per 
month  per  burden  ton,  i.  e.,  on  steamers  of  a  capacity  of  ahout 
500,000  tons  monthly  collectioni  of  15,000,000  shillings,  or  $3,649,870, 
were  made  and  an  annual  collection  of  180,000,000  shillings,  or 
$43,798,500.  The  cost  of  premiums  on  war  insurance  and  crew 
expenses  amounted  to  ahout  $7,299,750,  leaving  a  net  balance  for 
1917  of  $36,498,750. 

On  the  basis  of  the  above  estimates,  the  totalamount  netted  by  the 
Greek  merchant  marine  for  the  three  years  1915-1917  is  found  to  bo 
$144,578,750,  this  sum  including  $38,600,000  received  as  the  purchase 
price  of  vessels  sold  and  as  indemnities  for  vessels  lost  by  various 
sea  accidents.  Tliis  figure  is  conservative,  and,  if  at  all  at  variance 
with  the  truth,  rather  under  than  over  the  correct  -sum.  Optimistic 
local  estimates  have  placed  the  profits  as  high  as  $193,000,000. 


INCREASED  PORT  CHARGES  AT  MANCHESTER. 

[Consul  Robs  E.  Holaday,  Maachester,  Eoglnnd,  lunc  13.] 

Owing  to  further  increased  war  advances  having  been  granted  to 
employees  tliroiighout  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  and  to  continued 
enhanced  prices  of  consumable  stores  and  materials,  the  canal  com- 
pany has  found  it  necessary  to  announce  the  following  inci-eases  of 
Its  charges  at  the  port  of  Manchester,  beginning  June  1,  1918:  7^ 
per  cent  on  all  ship  canal  tolls  and  wharfage  rates;  7^  per  cent  on 
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all  ship  dues;  and  7i  per  cent  od  the  chnrges  for  the  use  ai  the  ship 
euinl  tuiTs. 

The  following  inerenswl  rates  were  pnt  in  force  from  May  6, 
inclusive:  T^  per  cent  on  rates  for  disfhnnrinfr  and  loading  vessels 
and  for  quay  portprnfrc.  warphoitRinf;.  and  ftorinf;;  in  the  open  in 
respect  of  merchandise  ;ind  minerals,  and  10  per  cent  on  rent  charges 
on  merdmndisp  and  minerals. 


SWEDISH  FOBEION  TKADE  FEEFABATIONS. 


Although  Swedish  export  induBtry  has  in  the  Swedish  General 
Export  Lnion  a  large  nnd  com])etent  orgnnization  for  its  export 
interests,  and  in  the  Hwedifsh  Chamber  of  Mamifnclm-ers  just  as 
competent  a  general  indnrtrinl  political  organization,  a  new  organi- 
zation has  recently  been  formed  to  meet  the  demands  of  export 
trade  after  the  war.  The  new  central  committee  for  Swedish  export 
industry  is  founded  by  the  two  former  organizations  and  merely 
represents  a  specialization.  The  object  of  the  new  eommitlee  is  to 
take  care  of  the  Swedish  export  interests  in  a  more  complete  way 
than  is  possible  through  nny  existing  indin^rial  corporation.  The 
demand  for  it  ha«  been  created  by  the  measures  taken  in  certain 
countries  during  the  war  for  furtherance  of  the  export  trade  »c- 
cordilig  to  new  principles,  which  will  probably  also  be  maintained 
after  the  war.  In  Germany  ef^iecially  a  system  of  intimate  coopera- 
tion between  tlie  State  authorities  and  the  export  indiistrieH  has 
been  carried  through  for  the  purpo.se  of  obtaining  the  most  favor- 
able export  prices,  conditions,  etc.  It  haa  been  conMidered  necessary 
in  Sweden  also  to  form  a  Mpeclu!  orcanizatitm  for  treating  sitch 
problems  with  Vhe  greatest  possible  authority. 

¥or  the  time  beins  the  object  of  the  central  committee  will  be  to 
follow  the  trade  political  measures  and  developments  in  foreign 
countries,  especially  such  as  are  of  importance  to  Swedish  export 
industry  and  competition,  and  to  consitler  the  measures  that  should 
be  taken  to  strengthen  the  position  of  Swedish  export  in  the  nearest 
future.  By  intimate  cooperation  and  centralization  of  the  questions 
involved  it  is  the  intention  to  secure  for  the  country  the  most  favor- 
able export  prices  and  commercial  conditions,  and  upon  the  whole 
to  form  an  expert  committee  that  may  be  looked  to  for  advice  when 
the  question  of  closing  the  new  trade  treaties  becomes  actual. 

The  central  committee  is  composed  of  22  members,  partly  repre- 
sentatives of  the  leading  Swedish  industritil  corp<:>rattons  and  partly 
other  prominent  Swedish  industrial  men.  Prof.  Xils  Wohlin  is 
the  secretary.  His  former  work  on  trade  and  customs  policies  quali- 
fies him  e.specially  to  handle  the  questions  that  will  come  before  the 
central  committee. 

It  is,  thus  by  no  means  a  common  export  organization,  but  a  link 
in  the  preparations  made  to  meet  the  new  world  trade  situation 
which  is  awaiting  the  small  neutral  states. 


If  yon  bay  War-Savings  Stamps,  yoa  also  help  yooi  esutry. 
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EZTKITSIOH  OF  EAILWAT  HILEAaE  IN  CHINA. 

[Consul  General  TbomaB  SanimonH,  Blmngbal,  Uaj  1].] 

There  were  a  number  of  railway  extensions  in  China  during  Inst 
year,  the  most  important  being  the  section  of  the  Canton-Hankow 
line  between  Wuchow  and  Yochow — 140  miles — with  construction 
trains  running  into  Changsha,  90  miles  farther. 

The  Szechang  Railway  in  Manchuria,  a  branch  of  the  Chinese 
Eastei-n  Railway,  has  been  completed  from  Szebingchian  to  Santsi- 
ankwo,  and  will  be  pushed  on  to  Dzenchiauton,  a  total  distance  of 
about  C2  miles.  A  short  branch  of  the  Peking-Mukden  line  to 
Peitailio  Beach  was  also  completed. 

The  most  active  work  during  1917  toward  new  construction  was 
undertaken  by  the  Siems-Carey  Railway  &  Canal  Company,  but  on 
account  of  the  growing  doubt  of  its  being  a  paying  proposition,  the 
proposed  line  from  Chuchow  to  Chinchow  through  Hunan  and 
Kwangsi  seems  to  be  a  doubtful  eventuality. 

Work  is  expected  to  commence  shortly  on  a  line  from  Sing>'ang- 
chow  to  Soclies,  from  where  it  will  probably  extend  to  Chengtu.  It 
is  also  reported  that  the  Japanese  are  contemplating  the  extension 
of  the  Shantung  Railway  from  Tsingtaii  westward  to  connect  with 
the  Taokow-Chingliua  line. 
ThroQEb  FaMenger  Arraueemcnts— triifonn  Claiilflcatlon  of  Acoaniitg, 

A  conference  was  held  in  Tokyo  with  representatives  o£  the  Japan- 
ese National  Railway's  to  improve  through  passenger  arrangements 
and  through  billing  of  goods,  but  on  account  of  likin  and  other 
obstacles  through  service  was  not  considered  practicable  at  present. 
Conferences  of  traffic  officials  of  various  Chinese  lines  were  also  held 
on  the  subject  of  domestic  through  traffic,  and  while  arrangements 
of  this  kind  are  in  effect,  the  working  of  the  system  can  be  consider- 
ably improved.  The  greatest  single  obstacle  seems  to  be  the  lacli  of 
uniformity  of  equipment  and  the  shortage  of  rolling  stock. 

The  most  important  step  toward  the  welding  of  China's  railroads 
into  a  national  system  was  begun  when  the  uniform  classification  of 
accounts  was  adopted  in  Iflly,  this  being  stimulated  by  American 
experts.  Plans  have  since  been  formulated  for  standardizing  the 
accounts  of  stations  and  for  adopting  a  uniform  set  of  administra- 
tive rules  to  govern  the  routine  of  accounting.  Earnings  have  been 
climbing  steadily.  The  ratio  of  operating  expenses  to  operating  reve- 
nues was  53  per  cent  in  1915.  In  1910  it  was  lowered  to  46  per  cent. 
Figtires  for  1917  are  only  available  for  the  first  six  months,  but  these 
show  the  still  lower  ratio  of  44  per  cent.  Hence  it  may  safely  be 
assumed  that  had  it  not  biien  for  the  disasters  which  occurred  the 
year  1917  would  have  shown  an  appreciable  advance  over  1916. 


Argentifle  Concession  for  Electric  Power  Installation. 

The  Review  of  the  River  Plate  of  April  19  contained  particulars 
of  a  concession  granted  by  the  Argentine  (iovernment  to  Messrs. 
Etchemaito  y  Llanos  and  Carlos  Monendez  Hehcty  to  install  and  to 
work  electric  power  installations  for  the  supply  of  current  for  light- 
ing, power,  heating,  etc.,  in  Puerto  Deseado,  Territory  of  Santa  Cruz. 
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shewosx  cituitatioii  or  bbitise  msiA. 

Silk  culture  in  India  is  largely  a  subsidiary  industry  so  far  as  agri- 
culturists are  concerned.  There  was  a  time  when  a  litrger  proportion 
of  people  were  engaged  in  this  industry ;  in  Bengal  alone  tue  produc- 
tion 40  years  ago  was  considerably  more  than  it  is  now.  Tlie  princi- 
.  pal  cause  of  the  decline  is  the  deterioration  of  silkworms  througli 
tlie  disease  known  as  pebrine.  Witli  a  view  to  suggesting  nkeasures 
for  arresting  this  decline  and  putting  the  silk  industry  in  India  on  a 

S roper  footmg,  the  Government  of  India,  says  the  Ikiard  of  Trade 
oumal  in  quoting  tlie  Report  for  1916-17  on  the  Progress  of  Agi'i- 
cnlture,  obtained  the  scivices  of  Mr.  Maxwell  Lefroy  as  imperial  silk 
specialist  for  one  year.     This  officer  has  now  submitted  his  report. 

In  India  there  are  four  kinds  of  silkworms — th<«e  feeding  on 
mulberry  and  yielding  the  usual  silk  of  eommetoe,  the  tasar,  the 
muga,  and  the  eri.  Of  the  mulberry  silkworm  there  are  two  de- 
scriptions— the  single-brooded  race,  reared  in  Kaslmiir  and  tht>  Pun- 
Sb  from  French  and  Italian  seed;  and  tlie  many-bi-oode<l  races  of 
engai,  Mysore,  Assam,  and  Burma.  The  larger  numlier  of  growei's 
arc  concerned  with  the  production  of  tlie  niany-bnjode<l  races  in 
Bengal  and  Mysore,  the  qiiality  of  which  is  inferior  to  that  of  the 
foreign  univoltine  race.  The  problem  of  the  rejuvenation  of  the  silk 
industry  in  India  centers  aroun<l  the  question  of  e4olving  a  superior 
race  of  mulberry  silkworm  and  supplying  disease- free  eggs  to  rearers. 
Process  of  Experiment t. 

Kxperimetits  were  started  at  I'usa  in  1910,  and  have  since  been  car- 
ried on  to  fix  a  superior  multivoltine  race  of  the  mulberry  silkworm, 
which  would  not  degenerate  and  which  would  yield  silk  better,  in 
both  quality  and  quantity,  tlian  that  supplie<l  by  the  multivoltinc 
races  which  are  reared  at  present.  Univoltine  races  from  various 
crfuntrics  were  imported  and  crossed  with  the  indigenous  multivol- 
tine  races.  The  Pusa  experiments  have  succ«edeel  in  establishing 
vultiroltine  hybrid  races  whowe  yield  of  siik  is  about  75  per  cent 
more  than  that  of  the  multivoltine  rac4>s  generally  I'eared  in  Bengal. 
All  the  eggs  of  the  last  three  generations  of  this  rave  httve  hatchetl 
like  the  eggs  of  multivtJtine  races,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will 
continue  to  do  so.  During  the  year  under  report  nine  students  were 
under  training  in  eri  and  mulberry  silk  culture  at  Pusa, 

In  Bengal  sericultural  operations  have  proceeded  on  the  lines  of 
previous  years.  These  are:  (1)  The  distribution  of  disease-free  seed 
cocoons  to  silkwork  rearers,  and  (2)  the  improvement  of  the  existing 
silkworm  races  by  cross-breeding.  Operations  under  (1)  are  carrie<l 
oQ  by  tlie  Department  of  Agriculture,  assisted  by  (he  Bengal  Silk 
Committee  as  an  advisory  b^y.  EUieh  of  the  si  Ik -producing  tracts 
now  jiossessps  one  or  more  central  nurseries. 

As  regards  (2)  experiments  wth  a  view  to  producing  high- 
vielding  multivoltine  varieties  of  silkworms  were  continued  at  Bcr- 
hamiM>re.  A  trial  of  <aie  of  the  most  promising  of  the  liybrid  races 
has  been  conducted  bv  a  member  of  the  Ileiigal  Silk  Committee.  This 
race  showed  great  vitality  and  produced  coco<his  giving  a  high  silk 
outturn.  It  must  be  added  that  tho  multivoltine  chara(.ier  has  not 
yet  licen  definitely  fixed  and  that  further  work  is  required  in  tliis 
direction.    The  results,  however,  are  sufficiently  promising  to  warrant 
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extensive  trials  of  these  races  on  a  commercial  scale,  and  nrrange- 
ments  are  being  mnde  to  utilize  the  Berhampore  Central  Nui-sery 
for  this  and  similar  work. 
Hew  Method  for  Deteetinfr  PebrlBe — Prog^reM  In  Ponjab. 

The  problem  of  combatting  the  pebrine  disease,  which  is  respon- 
able  for  the  decline  of  the  industry,  is  also  not  being  neglected.  The 
use  in  India  of  the  Pasteur  method  of  examining  the  eggs  as  prac- 
ticed in  Europe  has  failed  to  eliminate  the  disease.  Durinij  the  year 
the  Imperial  Agricultural  Bacteriologist  succeeded  in  evolvmg  a  new 
and  more  accurate  method  for  the  detection  of  pebrine  in  the  silk- 
worm motli,  which  is  an  adaptation  of  Pastonr's  classical  method  of 
seed  selection  to  Indian  conditions.  The  Bengal  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  arranged  to  give  this  method  a  trial  in  one  of  the 
existing  nurseries. 

In  the  Punjab  700  ounces  of  French  silkworm  seed  were  distributed 
this  year  as  against  575  ounces  last  year.  This  was  in  addition  to 
463  ounces  distributed  by  the  Salvation  Army.  The  prices  realized 
by  the  rearers  for  tlieir  cocoons  were  good,  and  sericulture  is  slowly 
spreading,  as  a  cottage  industry,  among  the  poorer  classes  in  the 
submontane  tracts.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  put  down  more  mul- 
berry plantations  in  the  principal  scricultnral  districts. 

The  Salvation  Army  Silk-Scliool  at  Simla  is  doing  fairly  well. 
It  has  at  present  20  students,  9  of  whom  are  from  the  Simla  Hill 
States,  The  Salvation  Army  has  abandoned  the  system  of  whole- 
sale rearing  at  its  Changa  Manga  Settlement  and  now  gets  the  seed 
hatched  in  the  neighboring  village. 
Keqatrements  of  Madrfts — Other  Work. 

In  Madras  work  was  continued  in  Kollegal  on  the  same  lines  as  in 
previons  years.  Twenty-eight  thousand  disease-free  seed  cocoons 
were  sold,  as  against  13,000  last  year;  but  if  any  real  impression  is  to 
be  made  on  the  silk  industry  in  Kollegal  the  work  must  be  greatly 
expanded.  The  total  reqviirements  in  seed  cocoons  are  probably 
somewhere  near  40,000,000  per  year.  It  would  onl^  be  possible  to 
arrange  for  such  a  quantity  by  having  a  central  mstitution  from 
which  pure  seed  would  be  supplied,  in  the  first  instance,  to  trained 
rearers,  who  could  ripecialize  in  raising  pure  seed  for  sale.  It  may 
be  mentioned  that  Kollegal  is  merely  an  offshoot  of  Mysore,  where 
(he  bulk  of  the  silk  industry  lies,  and  it  is  evident  that  any  scheme 
for  Kollegal  should  be  closely  correlated  with  work  in  Mysore. 

In  ISurmn  the  silk  industry  is  important  in  Amarapura,  and  a  small 
farm  for  sericultui'C  has  been  opened  in  connection  with  the  Saunders 
"Weaving  Institute. 

In  Travancore  the  experimental  silk  farm  at  Trivandrtim  continues 
to  make  good  progress.  The  silk  school  opened  last  year  continued 
during  the  year  under  report.  Boys  passed  out  from  this  school  are 
helped  with  money  to  enable  them  to  take  up  sericulture. 

Besides  this,  the  silk  industry  is  carried  on  in  Kashmir  and  the 
Mysore  State.  In  the  latter  State  the  services  of  an  Italian  expert 
were  obtained  to  guide  the  industry  on  proper  lines,  and  it  is  believed 
that  "oncoitrnging  progress  is  being  made. 
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GLASSWABE  TBADE  OF  STBAnS  SETTIEHEHTS.    - 

'Statistics  made  public  by  the  Malay  States  Information  Agency  in 
London  give  the  value  ai  imports  and  exports  of  gUss  and  glass- 
ware (exclusire  of  bottles)  into  and  from  the  Straits  Settlements  for 
the  fom-  years  1913-1916  as  follows:  1913— imports  $433,673  ^United 
States  gold],  exports  $160,113;  1914— imjxsrts  $265,078,  exports 
$125,429;  1915— imports  $297,577,  exports  $177,856;  1916— imports 
$420,651,  exports  $231,967. 

Tlie  exports  go  lately  to  the  Fetlerated  Malay  States,  wheie,  says 
the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  in  a  recent  issue,  glass  latex  cups  ai^e 
used  extensively  on  the  rubber  plantations.  In  1913  the  exports  to 
the  Malay  States  and  British  North  Borneo  amounted  to  $104,323 ; 
in  1914,  to  $49,638;  and  in  1915,  to  $73,377;  but  in  1916  the  Federated 
Malay  States  and  other  States  in  tlie  Malay  Peninsula  took  $91,257 
worth.  The  total  value  of  imported  glass  and  glassware  into  the 
Federated  Malay  States  in  1916  was  $104,274,  against  $120,344  in 
1915. 

The  Straits  Settlements  distribute  glass  and  glaiwware  to  French 
Indo-China,  Slam,  and  the  Netherlands  East  Indies,  the  last  named 
taking  $94,9&4  worth  of  goods  in  1916. 
SoiiCE*  «f  Impsrti. 

According,  to  the  official  returns,  the  countries  from  which  the 
Straits'  imports  came  chiefly  were: 
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The  market  in  Britisli  Malaya  is  becoming  more  important  every 
year  witli  the  growth  of  the  rubber  industry. 


CAHPAION  AGADnrr  HALARIA  IH  BKAZH. 

IVlcc  Consul  Rlclisrd  I'.  UtuuBcn,  Itlo  de  Jantirn,  Kay  14.) 

On  May  1  Brazil  established  a  sanitaiy  and  piophylactic  service  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  malaria  in  the  Republic.  As  the  first  step  ia 
this  campaign  provision  has  been  made  for  supplying  quinine  of 
known  purity  at  a  minimum  cost  to  the  public.  To  accomplish  fiiis 
the  President  of  Brazil  has  issued  the  following  decree  creating  an 
official  quinine  service; 

Athtcle  L  Tliere  Is  lieretiy  constltuleil  n  servjcfl  of  official  itiedlclties  Ui  order 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  sanitation  In  Brasil.  tlio  service  to  cominenee  with 
quluine  and  to  be  developed  as  cErtniinstaneeF:  Indicate. 

Art.  2.  Tl>e  Mintstei"  of  Jitstlce  and  Inteiior  is  anthorized  to  acquire,  in  the 
markets  or  in  tlie  centers  of  producttou.  sufficient  quantities  of  quinine  or 
quinine  salts  for  OS  wide  a  (listribution  as  possible. 

Art.  3.  Tlie  quinine  acquired  will  lie  entrusted  for  Its  n (I ministration  to  a 
BUltable  establlsbment  in  tLe  Federal  Capital,  on  wUch  will  be  iacaaAent  Uie 
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parntent  of  expenses  Incnrred  In  the  trnnsformntion  of  Ihe  quinine  into  tfiblfts 
oc  into  solution  for  Internal  use  or  for  liyiwdenulc  liij«.'tlim. 

The  tablets  shall  be  of  the  exnct  nelBlit  of  10  niul  20  centiKminn,  nnd  of 
1  gram,  packed  In  glass  or  Rimllor  tubes,  heniietically  closed  ivltli  ii  eni>sulo  or 
seal  of  gtinrnntee,  and  labeled  with  exact  dlrecliona  for  use,  togetlier  with  the 
official  cost  of  the  product. 

The  solutions,  sterilized  according  to  the  requirements  of  Ibe  iiieillcol  pro- 
fession, must  he  put  up  In  doses  of  one  cubic  centimeter,  to  be  Injected  at  one 
time  under  the  conditions  of  ordinary  meillciil  practice,  and  with  tbe  same 
EOarantles  of  seal  aud  label  of  contents. 

Aw.  4.  The  official  quinine  shall  be  sold  In  ail  domestic  territory  .it  the  same 
price,  fixed  h.v  the  Government  and  estimated  actrordini;  to  tbe  variations  of  the 
world's  markets,  and  mentioned  on  the  respective  labels. 

The  price  of  quinine  will  I>e  fixed  by  the  average  price  of  snipluitc  of  quinine 
In  the  Amsterdam  market  durliif;  the  precedln;;  llscal  year,  the  selling  price 
to  be  flxe«l  at  the  nest  monetary  (lenominatlon  above  the  cost  tbns  cstaliilsbeil. 

The  Government  will  offer  to  all  retailers  wbo  niiiintain  stocks  of  official 
qalniue  10  per  cent  discount  on  the  usual  otticlal  price. 

Abt.  5.  For  the  purchase  of  tbe  first  quantities  of  quinine,  to  be  imported 
from  abroad,  the  Sllnlster  of  Finance  shall  ojieu  a  credit  of  4U0  couioa  [about 
^100,000  In  American  currency]. 

To  the  account  of  this  same  credit,  n  small  amount  sliali  i>e  placed  to  cover 
tbe  purchase  of  machinery  for  preparing  quiulnc  tablets,  aud  for  making  the 
glass  tubes  anil  labels. 

By  a  second  decree  of  the  same  date  the  Minister  of  Justice  and  In- 
terior is  authorized  to  organize  medical  commissions  to  begin  a  rural 
prophylactic  service  "  for  combatting  the  destructive  epidemics  of 
the  interior  of  Brazil," 


FKOSnCTION  AND  USE  OF  CElfENT  IN  SENUABE. 

[Consul  B.  L.  AscrtOD,  Cop«Dbagen,  May  23.] 

The  proiluction  of  Portland  cement  in  Denmark  in  normal  times 
amounted  to  iibont  2,730,000  barrels  (each  of  37.5  pounds  net),  of 
which  about  1,000,000  barrels  were  nsed  in  Denmark  and  the  re- 
mainder was  exported.  Dnring  the  war  the  production  has  been 
greatly  reduced  on  account  of  lack  of  fuel,  and  during  1!'17  a  ma- 
jority of  the  plants  ivere  closed  for  this  reason.  For  the  past  18 
months  the  production  has  not  been  sufficient  to  meet  tlie  demands 
of  the  domestic  market. 

There  are  no  statistics  as  to  imports  and  exports  available  since 
1913.  The  import  of  cement  in  Iflllt  amounted  to  1-2().000  barrels,  of 
which  about  SO.OOO  ban-els  came  from  Sweden  and  Xorway  and  tlie 
remainder  from  Germany. 

The  present  c.  i.  f.  price  of  cement  is  24  crowns  ($0.43)  per  bar- 
rel; the  price  in  normal  times  ranges  from  5  to  8  crowns  ($1.34  to 
$2.14)  per  barrel.  Portland  cement  is  imported  into  Denmark  free 
of  dutj. 

There  is  transmitted  a  list  of  dealers  in  and  importei-s  of  Port- 
land cement  and  other  construction  materials,  contractors,  concrete- 
block  manufacturers,  railroads  that  might  buy  Portland  cement, 
and  municipal  departments  that  purcliuss  cement  fcot)ieH  of  which 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Douioslic  Commerce 
or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  Kle  Xo.  1O2019J. 


"  Thrive  lay  Tlirift,  Buy  War  Saving  Stamps." 
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EAKBOB  UFBOVEHESTS  DT  HOBWAY. ' 

[Vice  Consul  Et.  E.  Carlsoo,  Chris tlanln,  Uitf  15.] 

The  Norwegian  directors  of  harbors,  accompanied  by  several  ex- 
perts, have  left  Cliristiania  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  several  places 
along  the  Norwegian  coast  on  the  Ice  Sea  with  a  view  of  making 
arrangements  to  improve  harbor  facilities.  It  is  expected  that  the 
committee  will  proceed  at  once  to  Berlevaag,  in  the  Province  of 
Finmarken,  where  an  undertaking  for  improving  the  harbor  has 
been  under  way  for  several  years.  A  pier,  costing  500,000  crowns 
($134,000),  has  just  been  completed,  and  a  proposal  is  being  ctm- 
sidered  which  contemplates  the  erection  of  a  pier  5G  meters  long 
(184  feet),  the  estimated  cost  of  which  has  been  placed  at  2,800,000 
crowns  ($750,400). 

The  harbor  authorities  do  not  wish  to  take  final  action  with  re- 
spect to  this  matter  until  complete  information  has  been  received 
concerning  the  importance  of  the  port  with  regard  to  fishing  and 
coast  traffic. 

Tlie  harbor  director,  in  an  earlier  report  on  the  subject,  stated  that 
harbor  improvements  at  Berlevaag  were  as  important  as  any  along 
the  coast.  Berlevaag  is  one  of  the  best  fishing  stations  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Finmarken.  It  is  rented  each  year  by  fishermen  from  many 
parts  of  Norway,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  harbor  is  somewhat 
dangerous,  being  absolutely  unprotected  from  the  Ice  Sea.  The  rea- 
son why  fishermen  visit  Berlevaag  instead  of  going  to  other  good 
harbors  on  the  coast  of  Finmarken  is  that  there  is  good  fisliing  just 
outside  of  the  port. 

The  committee  will  also  inspect  the  harbor  at  Ramsund  in  the 
Ofoten  Islands.    It  is  expected  that  the  harbor  will  be  di-eilged,  tlie 
work  to  cost  about  850,000  crowns  ($227,800). 
Lamk  to  Have  a  Modern  Froteoted  Harbor, 

The  municipal  authorities  at  Larvik  have,  according  to  a  report 
recently  published  in  the  Norwegian  press,  passed  an  ordinance 
which  IS  claimed  to  be  of  great  importance  for  Uie  future  of  the  city. 
The  harbor  authorities  pr&sented  a  statement  to  the  city  council 
suggesting  the  purcliase  of  the  property  now  owned  by  "The  Wood- 
working Co.  (Ltd.)"  for  450,000  crowns  ($120,600),  to  be  taken  over 
on  January  1, 1919.  It  is  now  reported  that  the  proposition  has  been 
accepted,  and  that  the  city  is  willing  to  take  over  the  property. 

The  property  consists  of  about  36  maal  (7.45  acres)  on  which  there 
is  at  present  a  small  factory  and  a  two-story  office,  building,  It  has 
280  meters  (918  feet)  of  shore  line,  facing  a  sheltered  body  of  water, 
which  is  known  as  Kevkanalen,  which  is  itself  an  arm  of  the  more 
or  less  unprotected  Larvili  Bay. 

The  acquisition  of  this  property  is  highly  desirable  in  order  to 
provide  quiet  and  safe  harbor  facilities.  The  present  harbor  at  Lar- 
vik is  said  to  be  quite  open  and  improtected  against  the  waves  and 
the  wind.  The  Revkanalis  the  best  part  of  the  bay  for  a  harbor  with 
all  modern  facilities,  and  in  case  a  future  ferry  is  desired  to  run  be- 
tween the  mainland  of  Norway  and  Jylland,  Denmark,  a  suitable 
landing  place  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  be"  built  along  the  banks  of  the 
canal. 
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CUTLEBT  TK&SE  OF  XONTKVIDEO. 

tCoBflnl  Willtam  DawsoD.  Monterldra,  Uriisuaf.] 
The  following  statement  made  by  the  managing  pai'tner  of  a  lead- 
ing Montevideo  firm  that  specializes  in  cutlery  may  prove  of  interest: 
Betora  the  war  the  main  source  of  supply  for  cutlery  was  Ger- 
many. German  manufacturers  dominated  the  cheaper  grades,  got  a 
good  share  of  the  business  in  intermediate  lines,  and  aWi  found  a 
demand  for  tl\eir  more  eKpensive  products.  In  the  better  and  finer 
gnules  English  and  French  houses  had  a  good  hold  on  the  business. 
Ameriaui  cutlery  was  little  known  outside  of  two  line.'; — safety  razors 
and  common  grades  of  tableware,  i.  e.,  knives,  forks,  and  s]xx)ns, 
with  wooden  and  less  commonly  bone  handles.  Before  the  war  and 
at  the  present  time  American  manufacturers  dominated  and  con- 
tinue to  dominate  the  market  for  these  articles. 

In  spite  of  the  opportunities  created  by  the  war,  American  cutlers 
have  made  but  little  progress  in  other  hues.     This  is  chiefly  due  to 
the  fact  that  they  have  as  yet  failed  to  offer  articles  suitable  to  local 
requirements, 
Caaatrles  Ivpplyliis  Knives,  K»Eor«,  and  8«1hotb. 

One  of  the  products  finding  the  largest  sale  in  this  country  is  the 
knife  for  countir  and  general  use  with  a  long,  straight  single-edge 
blade  fairly  wide  at  the  hilt  and  terminating  in  a  sharp  point — a 
knife  more  or  less  similar  in  appearance  to  that  found  in  most  Ameri- 
can kitchens.  In  the  better  grades  Nogent  knives  from  Fi-ance  re- 
ceive the  preference.  Only  in  the  cheaper  grades  are  American 
knives  to  be  found. 

Porketknives  come  now  chiefly  from  England.  Before  the  war 
England  led  in  the  better  and  Germany  in  thfe  cheaper  grades. 
American  pocketknivcs  have  found  no  opening. 

For  razors  (not  safety)  Germany  was  the  muin  source  of  supply, 
while  Sweden  and  to  a  lesser  extent  England  ure  now  getting  the 
business.  ' 

In  scissors  France  leads. 

In  general,  while  some  American  cutlery  ha-s  been  inti-oducwl,  out- 
side of  common  tablewaie  and  safety  razors,  where  they  easily  lead, 
the  products  of  American  cutlers  have  made  but  little  progress  in 
the  market. 

According  to  my  inforQiant,  the  principal  difficultv  seems  to  be 
the  failure  to  meet  local  requirements  as  rc.s|>ects  models,  grades,  and 
sizes.  It  would  seem  to  behoove  our  manutacturci-s  to  make  a  care- 
ful study  of  local  conditions,  and  this  can  best  be  done  by  sending 
out  expert  representatives. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEATT  OF  FOBEIOH  AND  DOIIESTIC  COMMERCE. 
ceopEBiTirx  omcEs. 

CLEFKLA.\»i  thmlwi  vf  CsniKrH. 
nNflNMTI:  Chaubpr  of  ruinui<r<'c. 
CINCtK'liTI:  Crnrtil  Fr«libt  KgnU  SouUrra 

Kmllnj,  »«  liinlli  ltBl1<lln«. 
LOS  \NeiILE8:  (laubft  at  €«i»r«. 
raiLADELrniA  1  thawber  «f  Cvnurr*. 
tlUTTA>Ofttl:  SoDlk  AntrluB  IgFPt,  SbiU- 


IWre?!:  ISBl  CulflVlKiu*. 

aiUGOi  604  Federal  Billdlag. 

R.  una:  M«  mi<  lUtlanl  Baak  BalUlaR. 

am  0IUAaS:  I«tO  ailwak  nut  llallil^. 

us  mSCiSCO :  Ml  Caitiwhoue. 

nUTU:  84S  Meazt  lundlBi. 
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ANITTTAL  MEETDIO  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHAHBEBS  OF 
COIOCESCE  OF  UNITES  EINOSOH. 

The  outstanding  features  of  the  fifty-eiglith  annual  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  ChamLors  of  Coinmerfe  of  the  XJnitetl  Kingdom,  held 
on  April  9  and  10,  1!)1S,  were  the  discussions  of  the  control  of  trade 
and  industry  by  the  (iovernment  and  of  banking  amalgamations. 
The  resolution  adopted  nt  the  meeting,  expressing'  the  iinfavorablo 
attitude  of  the  association  toward  the  metho<ls  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  (he  war-time  control  of  trade  and  industry  is  but  a  reflec- 
tion of  similar  resolutions  adopted  by  some  of  the  constituent  cham- 
bers and  of  the  criticism  voiced  on  several  occasions  by  the  Ijondoii 
Chamber  of  ComBieree.  In  introducing  tiie  resolution  the  representa- 
tive of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  pohited  out  that  the  (.iov- 
ernment luxl  not  made  sufficient  use  of  the  practical  business  men  and 
that  there  was  a  tendency  among  Government  committees  to  ignore 
the  merchant  and  the  middleman.  It  is  worth  pointing  out  in  tWs 
connection  that  similar  criticism  of  Government  methods  in  control- 
ling trade  and  industry  has  been  voiced  by  the  commercial  and  indus- 
trial organizations  of  Gennanj,  whei-e  there  seems  to  be  considerable  ■ 
apprehension  as  to  the  future  of  private  entorprise  after  the  war. 
Banking  ATnalsamatlons. 

In  view  of  recent  developments  in  the  British  banking  situation, 
the  subject  of  banking  amalgamation  came  in  for  a  spirited  dis- 
cussion, and  it  is  worth  noting  that  the  original  resolution,  in 
which  the  association  expressed  its  disapproval  of  the  tendency  to- 
ward banking  amalgamation,  was  replaced  bv  another  in  whicli  the 
association  recognizes  the  need  of  powerfuf  banks.  It  is  safe  to 
assume  that  the  speech  of  Sir  Edward  Iloldcn  in  justification  of 
bank  amalgamation  was  not  without  influence  in  bringing  about  a 
change  in  the  wording  of  the  resolution.  Fear  was  expressed  by  some 
of  the  delegates  that  the  banking  situation  might  develop  toward 
the  creation  of  a  money  trust  and  that  the  interests  of  the  small 
local  business  man  might  not  i-eceive  as  much  consideration  from  a 
local  branch  of  a  big  London  bank  as  they  would  from  an  independ- 
ent local  institution.  While  it  was  i-ecognizcd  that  a  certain  degree  of 
amalgamation  was  necessary  in  order  to  enable  the  banks  to  meet 
the  demands  arising  from  the  larger  scale  of  industrial  and  com- 
mercial activity,  it  was  intimated  bv  some  of  the  delegates,  including 
one  representing  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of  Commerce,  that  there 
was  a  danger  of  local  interests  being  slighted  in  favor  of  hirger  enter- 
prises in  which  the  head  institution  was  interested.  The  advocates 
of  amalganuition  pointed  to  the  absence  of  failures  among  banking 
institutions  as  one  of  the  chief  benefits  derived  from  amalgamation 
and  maintained  that  large  banks  were  es-ential  for  keeping  foreign 
money  in  England  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  British 
trader  to  compete  with  those  of  Germany  and  the  United  States  who 
have  the  support  of  large  banking  institutions. 

In  his  speech  in  favor  of  anuilganmtion.  Sir  Edward  Holden,  chair- 
man of  the  Ijondon  City  &  Midland  Bank,  one  of  the  institutions 
figuring  prominently  in  a  pending  amalgamation,  colled  atten- 
tion to  the  ])in't  played  by  the  large  banks  at  (ho  outbreak  of  the  war 
and  maintained  that  the  large  London  institutions  were  far  mom 
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liberal  in  making  advances  than  the  smaller  institutions  absot-hed 
bj  them.  lie  pointed  out  that  the  smaller  population  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  United  States  or  (Germany, 
and  the  consequent  difference  in  amount  of  deposits,  makes  it  nec- 
effiary  to  concentrate  the  resources  of  the  country  "hei-e  they  are  most 
needed.  The  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  resulting  from  the  war 
will  probably  brin^  about  a  considerable  gold  movement  fixini  Great 
Britain  after  the  tennination  of  the  nar,  and  the  big  banks,  he 
maintained,  will  stand  the  strain  better  than  the  smaller  institu- 
tions and  will  ako  be  in  a  position  to  extend  more  liberal  credit  to 
the  manufacturing  industries,  so  as  to  stimulate  the  exportation  of 
goods  instead  of  gold.  Sir  Edward  also  called  attention  to  the  tend- 
ency toward  a  more  liberal  attitude  in  the  United  States  towai-d 
combinations  for  export  trade  and  to  the  concentration  in  German 
bulking,  and  stated  that  only  the 'big  banks  would  be  able  to  retain 
for  London  the  poBition  of  financial  center  after  the  war. 

The  substitute  resolution  proposed  by  Sir  Edward  and  finally 
adopted  by  the  Association  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Association 
recognized  the  need  for  powerful  British  banks  but  that  tlie  Board 
of  Trade  should  be  empowered  to  guard  against  agreements  injurious 
to  commercial  interests.  This  resolution  ig  more  or  less  in  line  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Tieasury  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  bank  amalgamations.  [See  Commerce  Ekfort8 
for  June  25, 1918.] 
tnhti  Topics. 

In  hi.')  presidential  address  Sir  Algernon  Firth  laid  particular 
stress  on  the  need  of  increased  production  after  the  war.  in  order 
to  meet  the  increased  demands  of  lalwr  as  well  at;  to  carry  the  burden 
of  debt,  and  made  the  following  significant  reference  to  the  question 
of  raw  materials: 

Our  chief  difliculty  lu  provlilinn  employ)ue»t  wlH  be  tlie  supply  »f  Mul)l<.-ient 
raw  materials,  and  tliis  annin  depciuls  upr>u  the  Hldi>pliiK  piiiblem.  A  w^rniublc 
for  tbese  at  the  conclusloo  of  the  war  would  hnve  dlNostrous  ri^ultM.  and  1  full 
to  see  any  other  solution  for  n  period  thereafter  tUaii  OoveriimeDt  c-ontrol, 
although  we  hope  tlint  we  may  be  able  to  discoiitiuue  this  aa  early  as  possible. 
Mj  opinion  is  tbnt  stepa  should  be  taken  by  comblnationB  o(  trmlers,  either  witli 
or  without  tho  knowledge  nnd  consent  of  Government  Depurtnients,  to  secure 
ft  sai^ly  t>efore  the  war  Is  ended  of  such  raw  materials  ns  we  shnll  ureeatly 
require.  I  should  like  our  Guvcrnment  to  he  able  to  approach  thl»  subject 
from  the  point  of  view  of  an  nccompHsiied  fact  if  It  Is  raided  lu  any  peaee 
negotiations. 

In  reply  to  a  delegate's  remark  about  the  omission  from  the  presi- 
dential address  of  any  i-eferenco  to  trade  relations  with  Germany 
after  the  war,  the  President  remarked  that  it  was  inadvisable  to 
disctiss  the  subject  at  the  present  time,  and  that  the  country  could 
not  be  committed  to  what  should  bo  done  after  the  war. 

Among  other  subjects  discussed  at  the  meeting  may  be  mentioned 
industrial  councils,  decimalization  of  coinage,  reform  of  Bank  of 
England,  and  commercial  education,  A  number  of  resolutions  wore 
adopted  without  any  discussion,  such  as  the  one  relating  to  the  estab- 
Ushment  of  free  ports,  safeguarding  of  trade  secrets,  development  of 
electric  power,  etc. 

In  his  speech  at  the  luncheon  of  the  Association,  whicli  took  the 
place  of  the  annual  dinner,  Sir  Albert  Stanley,  the  President  of  the 
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Board  of  Tnide,  made  a  rompi'ehcnmive  statenipnt  of  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  liis  department  and  referred  to  the  jxiliev  of  the  Government 
in  rcfiHrd  to  trade  rest rietions  ami  the  possibility  of  retaining  Gov- 
cmniont  conti-ol  for  some  period  after  the  war. 
Text  of  SeEOlntlous. 

The  eomplete  text  of  the  resolutions  adopted  is  given  below.  A 
copy  of  tlic  proceedings  of  the  meeting  is  on  file  in  the  Burean  of 
Foreign  and  Domeitic  Conniieree,  wliere  it  may  1m;  consulted  by  those 
interested. 

Mar  .4inis.— Tliflt  fills  Assoclfltlon.  Iinvlnc  psninltiwl  thp  wnr  niiiis  of  llie 
AllleH  AH  ileflnefl  exfU'-iHy  hy  the  IVIiiie  ^(llllMler,  bprol.y  jiltilsi^  ils  hearty 
ciipiKirt  to  liin  Majesty's  tiovernaieiit  1q  nlialever  stejis  are  nuoesaury  to  obtaiu 
tlie  obJec'tH  wt  forlli. 

War  Itond  Campaign. — Tliat  this  Aiwoclatinn  recorils  Its  iiiiqiialllied  support 
of  tlic  Government  ciiiiiiinltni  for  olttiilnliiR  niUlltitmnl  siilisciiplions  to  natloiinl 
war  bondH,  and  urses  on  all  oIhssps  of  ilie  coininiinity  the  He<-e!J'j|ty  for  drastic 
curtnHniPWt  of  iieedless  e\i>(>iulttiire  anil  for  plnclng  nil  nvnllnble  funds  ot  the 
disposal  of  Ills  Majeuty's  (iovernnient,  nnd  eKjirosses  ilie  wileniu  conviction  tliat 
n  tnily  national  res|>ouBe  to  the  tioviTmiicnl's  n|i|ii'iil  fin'  war  fuiiUw  will  best 
lipurten  thp  liei-olc  uieii  on  the  tlslitlnc  fronts  with  tin?  knowli-dw  that  all  clnsses 
on  the  home  front  share  witli  them  the  deter  nil  nation  to  Itrliig  this  confllet  for 
civHIiintlon  to  a  victorious  Issue. 

iH^unlrial  Councils. — 1'hiit  tlilH  Association.  recosnl7lnft  the  supreme  Inipor- 
tance  to  the  country  of  cordfnl  cnoperntlim  lieiwi-cn  cuiiltal  and  Itdior,  and  of  tlie 
existence  of  ninlciiblc  ri'lnllims  lietween  eniiiln.vcrs  and  employed,  welcomes  tlie 
i-ecomraeniUitlon  of  the  Wliilley  Iteihirt  to  crejite  Industrial  coniicils.  ami  i!Kr<>es — 

(1 1  That  the  employers  and  employed  In  Ihe  various  iuduslrle»;  slionid  formu- 
late Hchemes  for  the  ewiaiillshment  of  siicli  councils  for  the  I'CKulatlon  of  wa?(-a. 
condillnr.s  of  employuK-ni  of  tlie  w<irkers,  and  all  matters  affccllug  the  welfare 
of  the  workers,  and 

(21  Tiiot  these  councils  sliould  be  set  up  by  voluntary  action  on  Ibe  lines 
oonsldere<l  hy  those  intenwted  to  lie  the  bcxt  .sultnl  for  the  niiulrcments  of  the 
different  Industries  and  their  \-ar>l"B  conditions. 

Decimalisation  of  the  Coinage. — That  thiw  meeting  approves  the  blil  pi-eitared 
b}r  the  exe<-utivc  council.  In  aKreemeut  with  the  Hankers'  Institute  and  the 
Decimal  Association,  for  the  puniope  of  decliiiallzUiK  the  coinage,  anil  urj-os 
upon  tils  Majesty's  (iovernnient  the  desirability  of  passing  It  Into  luw  at  ilie 
earliest  |xissll)le  moment. 

Publication  of  Report*  of  Gorcrmncnt  ropiimiVIcot.— That  in  the  opini<in  of 
this  AG-snclntlon  It  Is  very  desirable  thtit  a  Inrfie  amount  of  the  Information 
which  has  lieen  nc(iniri>d  liy  povernuieiit  (•ouimiltecs  appointed  to  make  in- 
quiries sliould  lie  published  for  the  information  of  tlie  couuiiercial  eomiuuniiy 
at  the  earliest  dale  ixis-ilhle. 

Control  of  'i'raile  mui  lniiu»tr\i.~T\\at  this  Association  views  with  apprehen- 
sion the  methods  adopted  by  the  Government  In  connection  with  the  control  of 
trade  and  industry  as  ufTectlnK  the  lesltlmate  bu^ness  of  uianufarturers.  mer- 
chants, and  trndei-s,  and  while  recoRniKiUR  liie  necessity  for  reasonable  restric- 
tions In  Ilie  national  lntei-e.it.  urges  that  they  should  not  he  continued  after 
the  war  exceirt  where  abs<)liiteiy  necessary  in  the  eeononile  intei-ests  of  the 
country,  u-hieti  reo,uire  that  tlie  esistinR  channels  of  business  in  connection 
witli  luiiiorts  and  exixirls.  comblneil  with  the  practlc-al  exrierlence  of  jiersons 
enpiticil  ilicrein.  shall  lie  utlli7.cd  to  the  fullest  possible  extent. 

I.iiiiitnllon  anil  DniioMliziition  of  OjffctVi/s.— That  this  (.'Inuiilier  views  with 
concprii  Ih-  nmltlpllnition  of  ofllclats  in  so  ninny  departmi>nts  of  trade  and 
civil  life  in  rerent  yeai-s.  They  recoitnlRc  that  the  war  bus  made  control  neces- 
sary In  some  directions,  but  they  feel  the  steady  inci-ease  of  the  army  of  offi- 
cluls  iilri-ady  ovcrlar}:e.  of  oiie  kind  and  anotiier,  constilutwl  a  dauRer  to  the 
devel'ipuit'ot  of  our  Industrial  life,  and  they  urse  u|>5n  llie  tiovernment  tlie  de- 
slrnblllly  of  liuiltinK  Hie  further  appointment  of  olDcials  to  what  is  only  alt- 
wilutely  necessary,  and  nioiv  particularly  to  kei'p  in  view  the  demobilization 
of  those  now  a^qiolnleil  immei'.ialely  ei reams tiiiires  and  opixirtunily  admit  of 
this  U'liiB  done  nith  siifety. 

rii.liihilkui  of  Kri-'xI-.—TMs  Association,  lieiiis  onrncslly  dcBlroiis,  aft 
hitlierlo.  of  rendering  His  Miijesly's  Government  everj-  possible  assistance  In 
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the  rrosecutlon  of  the  war,  would  respectfully  direct  the  nttontion  ot  His 
MiJ««t?'e  Prlv;  Ootrndl  to  the  ierlons  inconvenience  nnd  lou  occnsloued  ex- 
portpn  by  reason  of  the  action  of  the  customs  authorltten  nt  several  British 
ports.  In  icaktnR,  and  endeoToring  to  make,  retroapectlve  orders  In  council 
4trecllng  prohibited  exi)ortB;  and,  with  a  view  to  the  reasonable  facllltatlDg  of 
Iwtiumic  trflde,  whose  protection  Is  necessary  in  national  Interests,  would 
stronRly  recommend  that  such  orders  should  not  he  brought  Into  operation 
«?alnBt  pwls  dlfqwtched  for  shipment  from  the  center  of  production  within  a 
qierlHed  lime  prior  to  the  date  of  the  order,  or  orders,  in  question. 

BankHiii  amalffomo (ion*.— That  this  Association  recogmlzofl  the  need  for  pow- 
erful British  banks  with  resources  ndequate  for  the  demands  of  our  honw  and 
torelKii  trade,  hut  con(il<lerB  Ihot  the  Board  of  Trade  should  he  empowered  to 
initril  lEaUmt  amalgamations,  aereement^,  or  working  nrrangementfi  between 
banks  which  mn  be  shown  to  be  Injurious  to  commercial  Interests. 

VahuHon  of  Btockt. — This  meeting  calls  the  attention  of  the  Oovemraent  to 
the  serious  eonapqiienceH  which  will  arise  if  the  utockx  in  the  hands  of  manu- 
ftrtnrers  are  written  up  in  rnlne  so  that  losses  must  arise  In  realization,  not- 
vtllmtaDdlng  the  proposals  contained  in  the  White  Paper  of  Finance  Act,  1917. 
Till*  r^ntilntr  that  losses  will  srist^  wilt  have  a  most  detrimental  elTect  on  raanu- 
twtnro^  In  providing  raw  materials  to  carry  on  their  baslness  and  And  em- 
ployiDMii  for  tbelr  workpeople  and  those  who  are  demobilized,  and  will  seri- 
oDsly  liaiidlcap  the  nianufjicturers  of  this  country  In  their  elTorts  to  recover  their 
bomp  sDd  export  tmde  during  the  period  of  reconstruction. 

I'AfiMtion  of  ataekt. — That  the  system  of  the  valuation  of  stocks  under  the 
ivtsent  Finance  Bill  Is  detrimental  to  the  future  commercial  Interests  of  tHe 
nHiDlry.  in  as  intwh  as  owing  to  the  great  InHatlon  of  prices  money  Ix  jMld  away 
Id  ficess  prisflt^  duty  based  upon  profits  on  the  working  np  of  such  st'K-k  during 
the  iKTlml  of  large  advnnivs  in  the  cost  prices  of  .such  stoci;,  con.Mpquently  when 
the  inevitable  fall  in  prices  takes  place — especially  if  protracted  beyond  the  two 
jcars  allowed — the  trade  Is  liable  actually  to  loee  the  excees  profit  paid,  or  to 
be  paid. 

It  iH  dcMlrable.  therefore,  to  press  for  rebate  to  be  made  from  excess  profits 
until  the  normal  stock  has  reached  the  pre-war  standard  of  prices. 

Tajnfton.— This  Association  Is  of  opinion  that  the  following  principles  shonid 
be  Adopted  In  future  leglnlaUoo: 

111  That  earnings  should  be  separated  from  income  and  that  a  gradualed  tax 
■himlil  he  placed  on  the  earnings  of  every  individual  above  n  standard  to  he  fixed 
by  the  GoTemment, 

lil  That  every  trading  concern,  trading  or  professional,  cooperative  or  other- 
wise, sball  contribute  equally  in  the  form  of  Income  tax  to  tlie  ii^tate  for  imtloiuil 


(3(  That  present  enemy  subjects,  If  allowed  to  trade  In  this  countr.v  after  the 
war,  should  only  do  so  under  license  ami  should  pay  an  extra  rate  of  taxatioR. 

bunbic  paiinn'nt  of  ptccm  irar  profll*  tax  in  nllled  countrien. — That  the  atten- 
tion o(  His  Majesty's  Uovernment  should  be  drswn  t"  (he  hardship  Imposed  on 
brstifhes  of  British  houses  In  allied  countries  with  reference  to  (l.e  excess  war 
proflts  taxes  which  are  payable  In  the  country  where  the  hranch  is  situated  os 
•ell  as  in  l':higinnd.  It  Is  suggested  that  an  amingenieiit  similar  to  that  exist- 
Ine  for  those  Hmis  ..avlng  branches  In  the  Dominions  should  be  applicable  to 
bnuchM  of  Kngllsh  tirmK  in  allied  countries. 

Cixrperativc  Societies  and  Iticryme  Tar. — That  the  resolution  of  March  21, 
1917,  rt^ding  as  follows; 

That  IhlH  Association,  while  disclaiming  any  desire  to  Inlerfere  with  the 
arganiutloii  and  activities  of  genuinely  mulual  cooperative  societies,  and  recog- 
nizing that  surpluses  arising  on  mutual  trading  operations  are  nirt  ordinary 
trading  profits,  and  shouki  not  be  treated  as  such,  reeorils  Its  opinion — 

<•)  That  ooamutual  trade  transacted  by  such  societies  should  in  fairness 
to  other  traders  ami  taxpayers  In  general  be  assessed  to  Income  tax. 

tb}  That  It  is  unfair  to  other  tradei-s  that  cooiK'rativc  trade  representing 
■n  SDDual  turnover  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  pounds  sterling 
Aouhl  make  no  contribution  either  by  way  of  Income  tax  or  In  some  otlier  way 
townnl  the  Upkeep  of  the  Imperial  fonvs  without  which  no  trade  could  con- 
ttooe  to  eilst— 

b*  rescinded.  And  that  this  AsKieletlon,  while  disclatming  any  deniro  to  inter- 
fere with  the  orgonizatiou  and  activities  of  genuinely  nmtuni  cooiwrntivo  aode- 
tka,  i-ooflmM  its  itrevloosly  exprewunl  opinion  and  reltemtes  that  tiie  exernp- 
tlon  frota  Income  tax  at  present  onjoj-ed  by  cooperative  societies  constitutes  a 
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serious  Injustice  to  ti-aders  with  whom  euch  societies  enter  Into  oompelltlon. 
Tluit  tlie  Government  be  called  upon  to  Institute  a  further  Inquiry  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertnlninft  tiie  l>est  methods  wiiereby  Bocletles  regUtereil  under  the 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Aet  may  be  bruuglit  utid«r  nRaessment  for 
tnsation  on  a  fair  nnd  equitable  baBls  commensurate  with  the  burden  cast  upon 
nil  other  tradei's. 

J'rcanjiri/  liegulatiom  oh  Xcw  iMUen. — This  Association  is  of  opinion — 

1.  Tlint  the  consent  of  the  Treasury  to  the  issue  of  slinres  or  debentures 
should  not  be  witliheld  where  the  Issue  does  not  Involve  obtaining  sucli  capital 
Iroin  fundu  which  might  otherwise  be  available  fur  subscription  to  nutlouni 
puriioses. 

2.  Thot  In  every  case  the  Treasury  should  furnish  to  (he  appticniits  the 
reasons  for  their  refusal  and  should  give  the  applicants  uu  u|)iHirtuniiy  of 
deallns  with  such  reasons. 

3.  That  applicants  to  tlie  Committee  ou  Capital  Issues  should.  If  desirous, 
be  heard  by  the  committee  themselves  In  supiK>rt  of  their  applicntlon. 

M'agcs  Au:ards  by  CominiHc,  on  Production. — That  this  uieetlnjc  views  with 
apprehension  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Production  iu  anle<lathiK  awards 
of  increased  wages  to  oi>eratlves  engaged  on  Govemment  contracts  wliere  no 
provision  Is  made  for  such  Increases  In  the  cost  of  production  to  be  added  to 
the  contract  prices.  Tills  action  involves  contractors  In  very  serious  losses,  and 
can  not  be  upheld  by  any  principle  of  justice. 

CiiMnls,— That  It  Is  of  great  Importance  to  the  commercial  and  industrial  com- 
munity of  this  country  that  canals  and  Inland  waterways  should  l>e  vested  in  n 
pertnanetit  waterways  board,  to  whom  powers  should  be  given  to  enlarge  nrui 
Improve  such  canals  and  waterways,  oud  arrange  such  dues  and  toils  as  will 
enable  the  commercial  commuulty  to  make  tlie  utmost  possible  use  of  tiiem  for 
any  trafilc. 

Railicay  rates — Owners'  rUk  notcg. — That  this  meeting  of  the  As.soclatlon  of 
Chambers  of  Commerce  is  of  opinion  that  a  settlement  of  the  <lilllculties  attend- 
ing the  issue  of  owners'  risk  notes  is  urgently  required  and  sui^n'sts  as  a  rea- 
sonable solution  that  a  scheme  be  drawn  up  wiiereby  railway  companies  should 
be  compelled  when  required  by  traders  to  carry  goods  and  act  ns  Insurer:* 
thereof  at  a  rate  based  upon  the  existing  owners'  risli  rates  jilus  Ihe  necessary 
Increase  required  to  compensate  the  railway  companies  for  the  extra  cost 
tliei'eby  Incurred  by  them. 

Gcnnan  submarine  ptracto.— That  this  association  requests  his  Majesty's 
Government  and  urges  its  allies  not  to  leave  enemy  ships  free  after  the  war  to 
extend  their  sliare  of  the  world's  carrying  trade,  until  the  enemy  has  repliiceil  in 
kind  all  shiiis  and  has  paid  full  compensation  for  all  cargoes  which  luive  been 
lost  by  the  allies  owing  to  the  enemy's  piratical  methals,  and  that  no  iieace 
terms  should  be  considered  a<lequale  which  do  not  provide  for  such  reparation. 

The  institution  of  a  nvnibcr  of  free  portt  t»  the  British  Isles. — That  It  Is  ad- 
vlsnlile,  in  the  Interest  of  British  trade  and  of  world  commerce  generally,  tlint 
the  question  of  the  Institution  of  a  number  of  free  ports,  at  convenient  points  In 
the  Urlltsii  Isles,  should  receive  early  consideration:  and  It  is  resolved  that  n 
f>|)ecial  coumilttee  of  the  Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  be  formed  Im- 
mediately to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  considered  necessary. 

Commercial  education. — That  this  association  approves  of  the  principle  of  the 
scheme  set  forth  by  the  Newcastle  Chamher  as  outlined  by  Sir  Henry  Hadow, 
and  that  the  details  of  the  sclionie  be  referred  to  the  council  for  con.si deration. 

Trade  scereti. — Whereas  duly  auth<ir{ze«l  oflicluls  of  the  Admiralty,  the  War 
OIQce,  and  the  MInl.-Jtry  of  Munitions  are  empowered  under  Regulation  Sec. 
(Sept.  12.  1916)  of  the  Defense  of  the  Realm  Acts  to  demand  from  manufac- 
turers the  disclosure  for  national  purposes  of  their  secret  pi-ocess«>H: 

Wlicrcas  tho  safeguards  agaUist  the  subsequent  lmpro|ier  use  <if  llie  valuable 
information  thus  obtained  nre.  In  Ihe  opinion  of  tlic  Association,  Inadequate: 

This  Asso<.-lut!on  recotuiucuils  to  the  departments  named: 

(n)  That  the  suf^iianls  should  be  made  adequate  and  permanent. 

lb)  Tliat  such  a  I'egulalion  should  lie  enforced  only  with  the  greatest  dis- 
ci'ellon,  as  It  Is  manifestly  unfair  that  processes  'of  mannracture  which  have 
lieen  evolve*)  by  various  llrnis  after  an  expeiidllure  of  nnn-h  capital  and  after 
considerable  research  and  organization,  should  be  disclosed  to  jiersons  who  might 
ultiuiately  prolit  by  this  kuowlcilge  to  the  pivjudice  of  the  present  mouufac- 
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Devdopmcttt  of  Supply  of  Electric  Potrcr.— That  this  Association  recogniz- 
ing tbe  urgeat  u^cesaity  to  Inurensc  tbe  piotlu<;tlvU.v  ul'  ovr  IndiiHtries  after 
the  war,  ns  tbe  chief  meanii  to  meet  tlio  bunlen  of  the  war  delit  of  the  Natlou 
and  to  matntaln  high  wages  Tor  the  workers,  urges  Uts  MnJesly'H  Government — 

(a)  To  reoogulze  that  the  public  supply  of  elettrlral  eneriti*  for  power,  lljfht, 
traction,  heat,  electro-cUemlcal  anil  otiier  purpuses  as  a  bey  itnlustry  in  so 
mach  that  nil  other  Industries  are  becoming  Increasingly  lippeudent  upon  it, 

(b)  To  hasten  the  umendinent  of  the  legislation  which  has  hitherto  ham- 
pered Its  efficient  development. 

(ci  To  Insure  the  supply  nt  the  earliest  possible  ilnle  of  an  ample  and  cheap 
supply  of  electricity  for  all  purposes. 

(d)  To  conserve  our  coal  resources,  the  chief  natural  wealth  of  the  country, 
by  compelling  the  eierclse  of  the  maximum  possible  economy  in  Its  use  for  in- 
dustrial, domestic,  and  all  other  purposes — 

and  aereea  liiat  (his  resolution  l>e  communicated  to  the  Prime  Minister,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  MlnUn.T  of  Becon struct loa 

Patent  Laic. — That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many  uwuera  of  patents  have  been 
eatireiy  prevented  from  exercising  their  patent  rights  or  exploiting  their  pat- 
eatH  owlDg  to  tbe  war,  a  provision  should  tn^  made  for  the  prolongation  or  ex^ 
tension  of  the  life  of  such  patents,  and  that  In  view  of  the  fact  that  tliis 
nece^isity  uri.ieE  <iolely  from  the  conditions  of  the  war  and  will  terminate  on  its 
conciusion.  this  Association  respectfully  nrses  that  any  legislative  proposals 
necewary  to  deal  with  tlie  question  should  be  embodlnl  tn  a  separate  measure 
and  ptusetl  into  law  as  speedily  as  posalbie. 

Further  that  it  !■  undesirable  Oiat  this  provision  should  l>e  Included  with 
other  amendments  of  a  permanent  cbaracter  to  the  patent  laws  of  the  country, 
but  that  It  abould  be  treated  entirely  as  a  war  emergency  measure  and  dealt 
with  on  its  merits. 

PubtU:  Tnutec.—Tb&t  this  Association  calls  upon  the  Government  to  appoint 
a  public  tmstee  In  Dublin  for  Ireland  on  tlie  same  conditions  and  with  similar 
powers  to  tbe  Public  Trustee  In  England. 


WOLFRAM  ORE  IN  SWAIOW  CCHtTSinAB  DI8TBICT. 

[ConHol  Mytl  S.  Mjom,  Bwatow,  Cbln«,  Apr.  15.) 

Wolfnim  ore  is  being  found  in  the  districts  of  Haifeng,  Lufeng, 
Ku-ning,  Kityang,  and  Wuhua.  At  first  it  was  founil  in  small  quan- 
tities here  and  there  on  the  .surface  of  the  ground,  but  recently  its 
existence  in  vein  deposits  has  been  established.  The  Wiihua  district 
(old  name  Chnnglok)  appears  to  contain  the  largest  deptiaits  of  this 
mineral.  A  group  of  villages  about  Tung-Iing-h»iia,  among  which  are 
Chiu-Iung  and  Ho-tiing,  is  the  principal  center  of  production.  This 
particular  area  is  said  to  cover  6  or  7  square  miles  and  it  is  here 
th»t  the  ore  is  found  in  large  veins,  being  combined  with  quartz 
crystals.  It  is  claimed  that  over  2,000  booths  ha^'c  been  ereetod  as 
sWter  for  the  people  who  have  flocked  there  in  search  of  "black 
gold,"  as  it  is  commonly  called  by  the  natives.  This  area  is  about 
50  milee  northward  from  Hopo,  the  head  of  small  craft  navigation  in 
tbe  Kityang  River.  Other  cent<?rs  of  production  are  Hei-lin  in 
WuhuE  district  and  Tai-yong  in  Kityang  di.striei. 

A  largo  market  center  for  wolfram  ore  is  ^^■ai^how,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  much  of  the  ore  mined  in  this  difttrict  reuches  that 
place-  With  Uie  development  of  the  Wuhua  and  Kityang  fields, 
Swatow's  importance  as  a  market  Increaaes  as  it  is  the  naturalpoi't  of 
export  for  these  districts. 


AntomobUe  Dealers  in  Al^ria. 
A  list  of  the  principal   anfomobile  dealers  in   Algiei-a,  Algeria, 
fan  be  obtnined  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dorncstic  Commerce 
or  its  district  or  coopenitive  offices  bv  referring  to  file  Xo.  9T101. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOR  GOVERHHEITr  SITPFLnS  AND  CONSTAUCTIOIT. 

tCorr^spoDdpDoe  Nhould  he  ilJri>ot  with  thp  olllcra  namrd.  aod  ipeo  III  oat  Ions  and  otb^F 
Infonnallon  cnn  uBunlly  bo  obtaini'd  nt  thp  polnrs  wbpre  the  sooda  ore  to  be  dellvprod  or 
Ihn  work  In  la  bf  pcrfornK  il.  Id  caneB  whoio  the  tlnx.-  limtl  Is  (no  short  to  pcrmU  firms 
lo  Huhmlt  trndcDi.  thry  KhoiiliI  enk  (o  be  plnctKl  on  the  malKni;  llstR  of  euch  offlces  to  re- 
ceive notices  calllne  (or  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  BlmllBr  nature.] 

Hospital  aiippUcs,  No.  5208. — i^ealed  proposala  will  lie  rerelveil  at  the  Modlonl 
Sujiiily  Di'imt,  United  Stntes  Army,  0^8  Grecnwkh  Street.  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  July  JO,  1918,  for  dt'liverlng  t.  o.  b.  ears,  eaiih  luontli  li-oin  Julj-  to  De- 
couiber,  1018,  of  tlie  following;  Wire  letter  btiskets,  2oO-page  blnnk  booka. 
130-pnge  Idaiik  books,  t-nvelojie  openers,  rubber  pencil  erasers,  rubber  type- 
\vritt;r  eruserri,  Sliiiniioii  file.s  binck  Ink  powtler  or  tiibtets,  rei]  Ink  powder  . 
or  tiiblots,  ink  Ktiinds,  ]ircs(.'rl[)tlnD  puds,  blotting  |>npcr  fur  desks,  otirbon 
pnper,  sfntioiiery,  pboto  [Miste,  leutl  iwDflls,  perrorutlng  punthes,  stuiiiits, 
toilet  paper,  and  wrapping  paper. 

ilciliral  »upplic».  No.  5209.— Seal«l  ri'0P<^&lR  will  be  received  nt  the  Field 
Medlciil  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  WnshluRtim,  D.  C,  until  July 
12, 191S,  for  furiilshlne  nnd  dellverlnR  citric  nt'ld.  hydrobromlc  aeld,  uiolyh- 
(lle  ncld.  oxnllc  ncid.  nlbuinlii  from  blood,  nlcoliol,  nluuitnuin  foil,  nnimunluin 
cnrboniite.  nivenic  trloxlde,  cobalt  nitrate,  crystal  violet,  dextrin,  load 
acetate,  ete.    liefer  to  Circular  No.  828. 

Surgical  »«ppUei,  Jht.  TklOO.— Seale<l  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  Medical 
Supply  Ui'iHit,  United  Ktates  Anny,  Ki8  (Jreenwk-h  Street,  New  I'ork.  N.  Y., 
until  July  lit,  1918,  for  fiirnlKblng  nnd  delivering  Uie  tullowlnn  supplies  In 
equal  (luaiitltles  each  luonth  from  July  to  Deceni1)er,  1918:  WlnderK  band- 
ages, call  bells,  dotible  bolleni  for  cookinjc,  Instrument  boilers,  Corered  metitl 
buckets.  gidvnniKcu-lron  buckets,  band  bnsiUK.  tied|>iins,  sugar  bowls,  soup 
bowls,  (irlnklng  cups,  feeillug  cups,  spit  cups,  colanders,  cnn  openers,  ribbed 
funnels,  suiall  nml  larice  Jars,  croup  kettles,  ladles,  pulls,  disb  puns,  dust 
jinns,  frying  pans.  inulHu  jians,  pitchers,  plates,  stock  pots,  tea  pots.  Hour 
^eves,  wash  tubs,  urinnis,  etc. 

IIoHiiital  tupplics.  No.  5301. — Sealed  proposals  will  l)e  receiveil  at  the  Field 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  Unltetl  Slates  Army,  Wasliington.  D.  C,  until  July 
13,  1918,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  the  follon-lug:  Curvetl  glass 
adapters,  bottles,  tnlclum  chloride  tubes,  casseroles,  color  compnrison 
tubes,  glnss  condensors,  cruclbio  holders,  deaic<'sitors,  extrnctiuu  tubes, 
filter  tulies,  gas  generators,  rubber  riugs,  thermometers,  watch  glasses 
liefer  to  Circular  No.  833. 

Hoxpital  nupplici.  No.  ■'i302.— Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  DeiKit.  028  fii-eeiiwlch  St.,  Nwv  York,  N.  Y..  until  July  12.  1918.  for 
furnishing  and  delivering  the  fnllowlng  in  equal  quantities  each  month 
from  July  to  Deeeniber,  1918 :  Folding  boxes  for  tablets,  powder  boxes, 
long  taiier  corks,  liandles  for  mops,  and  cotton  twine  mop  heads. 

SicltchtuKird  arrangement.  No.  ."KiaS. — Senlet)  proposals  will  be  recelveil  at  tlio 
Bureiiu  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
July  l.l,  ]in8,  for  reiirrnngement  of  awltcliboanl  at  the  central  power  plaut. 
Navy  Yard,  lloston,  Mass.    Defer  to  Siicclflcatlous  No.  310.3. 

Electric  power  »y»lem.  No.  5304. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureiin  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Deparlment,  Washington,  D.  (!„  until 
July  22,  1918.  for  furnishing  and  installing  an  electrlc-ixiwer  system  1ft 
the  structural  sliop  ut  the  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Kefer  to  Specifica- 
tions No.  3131. 

rvmpg,  No.  SSO-I.^Rcnled  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Diichs.  Navy  rtepartnient.  Washington.  D.  C,  until  July  22,  191S,  for  fur- 
nishing ami  lustnlling  two  surface  c<uulensers,  each  lor  a  3,750  k.  v.  a. 
lurlw-alternntoi',  two  motor-driven  circulating  pumps,  one  motor-driven 
flushing  pump,  auxiliary  lumips  for  tlie  coiulcnscrs,  nil  on  foundations 
provldiil  by  the  Covornjucut.  at  the  navy  yards,  Philadelphia,  I'a.,  and 
Pugct  Sound,  Wash.    Itcfcr  to  Si*cl Ilea t Ions  No.  3USu. 


Goo<^lc 
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ETTLENa  EEaAKDING  IKFOKTS  FROH  CAITADA  AKS 

MEWFOTTJfDLAHD. 

The  general  import  license  covering  the  importation  of  commodi- 
ties from  Canada  and  Newfoundland  has  l>een  revoked  as  to  ship- 
ments of  articles  on  the  List  of  Restricted  Imports  on  and  after  July 
20, 1918.  After  that  date  all  shipments  of  articles,  the  importation  of 
which  from  other  countries  has  been  restricted,  will  require  individ- 
ual import  licenses  when  imported  into  the  United  States  from  Can- 
ada or  Newfoundland. 

Reasons  for  tliis  new  ruling  of  the  War  Trade  Board  ( W.  T.  B.  R. 
161),  which  has  been  adoptea  after  consultation  with  the  Canadian 
Government,  are  given  by  the  necessity  of  closing  the  door  to  pos- 
sible evasions  of  the  general  restricted  import  regulations  through 
shipments  bj'  sea  into  Canada,  whence  restricted  commodities  could 
be  transported  by  rail  into  the  United  States.  The  general  policy  re- 
garding i-estriction  of  imports  is  based,  as  is  welt  known,  upon  ton- 
nage reasons,  the  design  being  to  make  available  ocean-going  tonnage 
for  war  purposes  and  more  essential  imports  by  restricting  or  prohib- 
iting importation  of  the  commodities  in  question  by  sea.  In  logical 
consequence  of  this  policy,  inVport  restrictions  have  been  subject  to 
the  general  exception  permitting  importations  from  Canada  by  rail 
or  Great  Lake  tonnage,  and  from  Mexico  by  rail.  Unfortunately, 
boffever,  importers  have  been  found  who  have  endeavored  to  evade 
the  plain  intent  of  these  regulations  by  having  shipments  from  over- 
seas directed  to  Canada,  where  their  identity  would  be  lost  sight  of  in 
the  general  mass  of  Canadian  merchandise,  and  then  entering  the 
commodities  into  the  United  States  as  Canadian  merchandise  under 
the  blanket  license  now  revoked. 

The  aim  of  the  War  Trade  Board  under  the  new  procedure,  under 
which  individual  import  licenses  will  be  required,  is  to  bar  the  im- 
portation of  commodities  of  non-Canadian  origin.  Goods  of  Cana- 
dian ori^n  on  the  restricted  lists  will  be  granted  entry  as  before,  in 
conformity  with  the  above-enunciated  general  policy. 


"  Thrive  by  Thrift,  Buy  War  Saving  Stamps." 

'«  O^oglc 
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AHEBICAV  FABH  HAdHNEBY  DT  ATTaiEAUA, 

The  United  States  is  second  to  Canada  in  supplying  farm  machin- 
ery to  Australia,  and  its  position  in  the  trade  is  steadily  improving. 
Eleven  million  dollars  worth  of  such  machinery  is  required  annualfy 
by  Australian  farmers,  of  which  $7,000,000  worth  is  manufactured 
at  home  and  $4,000,000  worth  imported,  according  to  a  buUetm  issued 
to-day  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Comniei'ce,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce. 

While  the  present  demand  for  farm  machinery  is  substantial,  the 
Government's  report  points  out  the  fact  that  in  the  normal  course  of 
events  Australia  is  destined  to  become  a  much  more  attractive  market 
for  such  articles.  The  increasing  efficiency  of  farm  tractors  should  ■ 
eventually  prove  a  most  important  factor  m  developing  the  agricul- 
tural resources  of  the  country.  In  spite  of  the  present  difficulties  in 
the  path  of  the  average  American  manufacturer,  the  market  deserves 
the  utmost  attention,  especially  on  the  part  of  those  who  produce 
a  fair  number  of  the  machines  most  favored  by  the  Australian  farmer. 

The  home  manufacturers  are  favored  by  the  fact  that  much  of  the 
land  ia  not  cleared  of  stumps,  so  that  a  stump-jump  feature  is  a 
necessity  in  most  implements.  Canadian  and  American  manufac- 
turers have  never  been  obliged  to  specialize  on  such  a  feature,  whereas 
the  Australian  manufacturer  has  given  it  attention  for  years.  This 
and  other  disadvantages  and  advantages  are  discussed  at  length  in 
the  report  for  the  benefit  of  manufacturers  and  exporters  who  are 
planning  to  extend  their  Australian  and  New  Zealand  trade  as  soon 
as  normal  conditions  are  restored.  Conditions  governing  agriculture 
are  fully  described,  as  are  the  methods  of  carrying  on  the  trade  in 
implements,  and  the  factors  governing  the  sale  of  each  class  of 
equipment. 

The  report  is  the  work  of  Commercial  Agent  Juan  Homs  and  is 
entitled  "Agricultural  Implements  and  Machinery  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand,"  Special  Agents  Series  No.  166.  Copies  can  be  obtained 
at  25  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C.  or  from  any  of  the  district  or 
cooperative  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commci-ce, 

AirrOUATIC  TELEPHONES  BECOHMEKSED  FOB  CHIKA. 

[CoDHol  General  Tbomas  SannDona.  ShaagbiLl,  Ma;  21.] 
In  an  address  recently  made  by  Mr.  Harry  S,  Janes  before  tbe 
Engineering  Society  of  China  it  was  recommended  that  the  auto- 
matic telepnonc  should  be  adopted  in  China  as  a  possible  solution 
of  many  of  the  problems  encountered  in  the  use  of  manual  telephony 
in  cosmopolitan  communities. 

Mr.  Janes  pointed  out  that,  in  addition  to  the  economies  that  could 
be  effected — among  them  the  elimination  of  the  expense  incurred 
by  paying  operators  during  idle  times  of  the  day — the  automatic  call- 
ing of  the  desired  number  would  do  away  with  certain  annoyances 
now  experienced  here.  Because  of  the  great  number  of  dialects 
spoken  in  China  it  is  often  impossible  for  a  native  to  obtain  con- 
nection through  manual  exchanges  on  account  of  his  inability  to 
make  himself  understood  by  the  operator.  Mr.  Janes  stated  that 
similar  difficulties  had  been  overcome  in  other  cosmopolitan  com- 
munities by  the  use  of  the  automatic  telephone.  (  ~   va(iL- 
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FOBAGE  PLAin:  SEEDS  IHPOETED  DTTBUra  FISCAL  TEAS. 
The  following  table,  prepared  in  the  seed  laboratory  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plftnt  Industry,  United  States  Depai'tment  of  Agriculture,  shows 
the  amount  of  the  various  kinds  of  forage  plant  seeds  subject  to  the 
seed  importation  act  permitted  entry  into  the  United  States  during 
the  month  of  June,  1917,  as  compared  with  June,  1018,  and  during 
the  quarter  and  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1917,  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  quarter  and  fiscal  year,  1918 : 
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SWIFT  &  CO.  OBTAIH  FORT  FACILITIES  IH  BBAZIL. 

ITIcc  Coo»nl  Richard  P.  Momsen,  Klo  lie  Joiipiro.l 

The  Government  of  Brazil  has  authorized  the  port  company  of 
Kio  Grande  do  Sul  (Compagnie  Fran^aise  du  Port  de  Kio  Grande 
do  Sul)  to  transfer  by  sale  to  tlie  Companhia  Swift  do  Brazil  a  part 
of  its  land  amounting  to  nearly  9,000  square  meters,  of  which  G,20i 
square  meters  belong  to  the  port  company  and  2,C07  meters  is  Gov- 
ernment foreshore  property.  It  is  further  provided  that  if  this  land 
at  some  later  date  be  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  the  port,  then 
the  Swift  Co.  shall  be  obliged  to  resell  it  to  its  original  owners  at 
the  same  price  that  has  been  paid  for  it. 


GEEHAIT  FISHEKIES  IN  THE  BALTIC. 
To  obtain  some  idea  of  the  fishing  possibilities  of  the  Baltic,  Ger- 
many will  shortly  begin  a  trial  fishei-y  in  that  sea  on  a  large  scale. 
In  reporting  the  organization  of  a  company  for  tliis  purpose  at 
Stettin  the  Bertingske  TJdende  says :  "  The  stock  of  fish  in  the  Baltic 
has  always  been  very  small  and  the  fishing  has  not- been  a  paying 

Sn^iositioD.    One  can  perhaps  obtain  a  few  herrings  and  the  small 
ounders  which  are  found  in  large  numbers  between  Moen,  Bygen, 
and  Darserort."  ij 


84  OOMMEBCE  RKPOKIQ. 

KEFOBt  OF  BAIfX  OF  ICELAND  FOB  1017. 
■A  gratifying  increase  in  the  Bajik  of  Iceland's  deposits  is  shown 
by  its  report  for  1917,  tlie  thirteenth  worlting  year  of  the  institution. 
According  to  the  Bcrlingske  Tidende  (Copenhagen,  Denmark),  de- 
posits amounted  to  18.424,000  crowns  (at  normal  exchange  the  crown 
IS  worth  $0,268),  compai-ed  with  11,142,000  crowns  in  1916.  Other 
items  of  the  balance  sheet  were : 
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iMT 
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In  commenting  on  these  figures  the  Berlingske  Tidende  says: 

The  profit  and  loss  account  showa  total  rpceipta  of  934,000  crowns.  After 
deducting  miscellaneous  expenses  164,000  crowns,  extra  tax  to  national  treasury 
caused  by  growth  of  note  issue  11.000  crowns,  written  ofF  3,000  crowns,  there 
is  a  profit  for  division  of  756,000  crowns.  Of  this  the  national  treasury 
obtains  68.000  crowns  and  the  reserve  fund  342,000  crowns,  and  finally  the 
stockholders  obtain  300.000  crowns,  or  10  per  cent.  Last  year  only  8  per  cent 
was  paid  Oeqiite  the  fact  that  the  profits  were  greater,  and  in  the  preceding 
four  years  5  to  6  per  cent. 

Not  only  have  the  dividends  been  increased,  but  the  bank  has  been  consoli- 
dated to  a  great  extent,  to  which  the  growth  of  the  reserve  fund  bears  witness. 
In  1914  there  was  put  to  the  reserve  fund  370,000  crowns,  and  In  1917 
1,320,000  crowns.  The  capital  stock  haa  remained  3,000,000  crowns  for  the 
whole  time. 

The  note  circulfltlon  Is  now  nearly  three  times  that  of  1914,  In  which  year 
It  was  only  1,600.000  crowns.  At  the  same  lime  the  bank  has  been  stimulated 
by  a  powerful  Influx  of  foreign  money.  Deposits  stood  In  1M.4  at  4,770,000 
crowns  and  are  now  18,424,000  crowns. 


CATTLE  CENSirS  OF  JAUAICA. 

[CoDBUl  Charlies  L.  Lattinm,  Klncflton,  .liinc  10.] 

A  census  of  live  stock  now  on  the  island  has  just  been  completed  by 
the  Government  authorities,  which  gives  a.  total  of  152,!>C9  head  of 
beef  cattle  divided  as  follows:  Bulls,  3,130;  cows,  from  3  to  10  years 
old  and  over,  55,509 ;  steers,  from  3  to  10  years  old  and  over,  37,697 ; 
heifers,  23,764;  and  calves,  32.809.  The  number  of  sheep  is  given 
as  10,675;  of  goats,  22,190;  and  pigs,  24,618. 

The  high  price  of  beef  and  the  extraordinary  demand  for  hides 
at  profitable  prices  caused  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cattle  slaugh- 
tered from  18,000  in  1013  to  25,000  in  1917. 

SUCCESS  OF  DANISH  DEVUICANIZING  COHFAKY. 
The  Berlingske  Tidende,  published  at  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  com- 
ments in  its  is.sue  of  Mav  2  on  the  expansion  of  the  Dansk  Af  vulkani- 
seringsfabrik  A/S,  at  Kjoge.  "  In  1908,"  the  paper  states,  "  these 
works  employed  only  10  men;  now  they  employ  over  200.  During 
the  war  this  ifactory  is  surely  the  only  one  in  Denmark  that  has  gone 
ahead  full  capacity  day  and  night";  and  adds:  "Due  to  its  special 
method  of  devulcanizing,  the  factory  has  kept  all  the  Swedish  and 
Norwegian  rubber  factories  in  operation  during  the  war.  Six  tons 
«f  old  galoslies  have  been  imported  per  day."  ^    ^    CioO<?lc 
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THE  BUG  UroiTSTET  OF  HOBTH  CHIHA. 

IVIc«  CoDsal  Ja;  C.  QuBtDii,  Hankoir,  Apr.  10.} 
The  object  of  tliis  report  is  to  acquaint  Americans  in  a  brief  way 
v'ltb  the  history,  manufacture,  and  art  that  goes  to  make  up  the 
Chinese  rug.  Most  of  these  rugs  are  woven  in  the  nortli  and  west. 
In  describing  Chinese  i-ugs  the  .term  "  Tientsin  rug "  is  sometimes 
used,  but  this  is  simply  because  the  first  products  of  this  kind  to  be 
shipped  to  America  and  Europe  were  shipped  from  the  port  of 
Tientsin.  The  place  of  origin  of  these  rugs  might  well  be  Peking 
or  somewhere  in  Mongolia,  as  the  methods  of  manufacture  arc  the 
same  for  the  whole  north  of  China.  Owing  to  abnormal  conditions 
created  by  the  war,  the  old  centers  of  supply  in  Turkey  aiw3  Persia 
have  been  practically  closed ;  and  in  consequence  a  demand  has  been 
created  for  the  Chinese  rug. 

Probably  the  greatest  number  of  Chinese  rugs  exported  for  foreign 
use  are  made  in  Tientsin,  Peking,  and  yicinity.  Small  rug  factories 
are  located  in  Kalgan  and  along  the  Mongolian  border.  In  the 
strict  sense  of  the  term  it  is  a  misnomer  to  call  most  of  these  weav- 
ing establishments  by  the  name  of  factory  as  they  employ  but  five 
or  six  workmen.  In  the  extreme  west  of  (Jhina,  the  cities  of  Hami, 
Khotan,  and  Ka.shgar  produce  a  very  fine  grade  of  rug,  but  very 
few  of  these  find  their  way  to  the  foreign  market.  There  are  also 
carpet  factories  at  Kweihwating,  Saratsi,  and  Paotowchen  in  Shansi 
Pro\-ince.  Shialler  centers  of  nig  making  are  located  at  Paotingfu, 
Mukden,  and  Shanghai ;  but  the  Dulk  of  the  commercial  product  ia 
made  at  the  two  large  population  centers  of  the  north  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  foreign  buyer  or  expert. 
Hlitory  of  tbe  Chinese  Kae. 

Experts  differ  as  to  how  long  ago  tlie  Chinese  began  to  make  rugs. 
There  are  some  who  think  it  is  one  of  the  native  arts  of  China,  and 
others  maintain  that  it  is  acquired.  Nevertheless,  it  is  safe  to  say 
that — like  the  other  arts  of  the  Flowery  Kepublic— Chinese  rug 
making  is  of  very  great  antiquity. 

The  Chinese  rug  was  not  originally  designed  as  a  floor  covering 
but  was  used  upon  the  k'ang— a  sort  of  divan.  It  is  by  means  of  the 
it'ang  that  the  people  in  the  north  of  China  arc  able  to  keep  warm 
during  the  long  winter  months.  This  couch-Iikc  arrangement  is 
made  of  bricks  or  mud  and  is  an  indispv>n.s;il)le  part  of  every  Chinese 
household.  It  is  built  across  one  end  of  the  room.  In  winter  a  fire 
is  kept  burning  underneath  and  the  members  of  the  family  spend  a 
great  deal  of  tneir  time  upon  the  k'ang.  Among  the  poorer  chisses 
tbe  only  covering  of  the  k'ang  is  a  coarse  piece  of  matting;  but  in 
the  l>omes  of  the  wealthy  classes  rugs  generally  serve  as  coverings. 
Thus  the  original  purixise  of  the  Chinese  rug  was  utilitarian  rather 
than  ornamental.  To-day,  in  western  China,  travelers  carry  their 
rugs  along  witli  them  to  spread  upon  the  k'angs  of  the  Chinese  inns, 
which  furnish  no  luxuries  in  the  shape  of  bedding.  These  rugs  are 
known  as  travelers'  rugs,  and  are  of  various  designs,  generally  de- 
picting scenes  that  the  Chinese  traveler  usually  meets  with  upon  his 
journey.  The  boatman  on  the  Yellow  River  in  Knnsu  carries  his 
Tug  as  a  necessary  part  of  his  outfit.  He  sits  upon  it  by  day  and 
sleeps  upon  it  by  night.    These  latter  rugs  are  made  from  the  best 
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wool  and  are  generally  handed  down  from  father  to  son.  Age  seems 
to  add  to  rather  than  detract  from  their  beauty  in  lust«r  and  tone 
of  color, 

A  later  development  was  the  use  of  the  rug  as  hangings  in  the 
temples  and  in  the  palaces.  Other  uses  were  made  of  it  i^  the  form 
of  small  squares  for  chair  coverings  and  for  saddle  cloths.  As  the  art 
of  rug  making  advanced  rugs  were  used  as  presents  at  weddings  and 
birthdays;  much  thought  and  time  was  given  to  the  designs  of  these 
pieces,  as  they  were  supposed  to  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
future  happiness  of  the  recipients. 
Antique  'B.ogi. 

Antique  rugs  belong  to  three  periods  of  Chinese  history — the  Ming, 
the  K'ang-hi,  and  tlie  K'ien-lung.  Marco  Polo  in  writing  of  his 
visit  to  the  palace  of  the  Great  Khan,  or  Kublai  Khan,  as  he  is  known 
to  history,  speaks  of  the  beautiful  rugs  of  the  palaces  and  mentions 
pieces  inlaid  with  6gures  representing  birds  and  beasts.  Kublai 
Khan  was  the  first  of  the  Yuen  or  Mongol  dynasty  (1260-1368), 
which  preceded  the  Ming,  and  by  reason  of  his  conquest  of  western 
nations  brought  into  China  a  revivifying  influence  from  the  outside. 
Arabian  and  Persian  art  had  a  great  iilfluence  in  the  time  of  the 
Mongol.  This  influence  was  felt  in  all  branches  of  Chinese  art,  but 
unfortunately  no  example  of  the  rug-maker's  skill  has  been  pre- 
served to  the  present  day.  The  Ming  dynasty  was  a  pure  Chinese 
dynasty  and  was  founded  in  1368.  From  the  middle  of  this  dynasty 
art  suffered  a  reversion  to  type,  which  was  due  to  a  servile  imitation 
of  old  masters  and  the  blind  following  of  set  rules  and  canons.  There 
are  very  few  rugs  of  this  period  to  be  found.  They  are  coarse  in 
texture  with  plam  geometrical  figures,  more  or  less  simple  in  color, 
and  regular  in  design.  The  Manchus  began  to  rule  China  in  1644, 
and  during  K'ang-hi's  rule  of  62  years  he  showed  himself  to  lie 
a  great  patron  of  art.  The  rugs  of  this  period  have  elaborate 
geometrical  designs  and  are  very  closely  woven.  Tlie  K'ien-lung 
period  begins  with  1735,  This  emperor  imported  weavers  from  the 
west.  The  rugs  of  this  period  are  genemlly  floral  in  design  with 
medallions.  The  outer  borders  of  these  rugs  are  generally  a  deep 
blue.  This  was  China's  golden  t^e  in  the  art  of  rug  making.  The 
designs  of  the  later  epochs  are  difficult  to  classify. 

Connoisseurs  and  rug  collectors  have  made  antique  rues  a  rare 
article,  and  to-day  there  are  doubtless  more  of  these  worKS  of  art 
in  America  and  Europe  than  in  China.  Here  and  there  are  still  to 
be  found  some  old  Mongolian  rugs.  These  were  originally  made  in 
China  and  supplied  to  the  Mongols  for  use  by  their  princes  and 
high  priests  and  for  use  in  the  temples. 
Haterlala  Used  In  Haunfacture  ot  Knga. 

Mongolia,  with  its  bands  of  nomadic  shepherds  and  their  flocks, 
furnishes  an  abundant  supply  of  wool  for  the  demands  of  the  local 
trade.  Caravans  of  camels,  sometimes  as  many  as  500  in  a  caravan, 
arrive  at  Kalgan  with  immense  cargoes  of  wool.  This  wool  is  picked 
up  at  different  points  in  the  interior  of  the  Mongolian  tableland.  It 
is  then  shipped  by  rail  to  Peking  and  Tientsin. 

Different  kinds  of  materials  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
Chinese  rug,  the  principal  one  being  sheep's  wool,  with  camel's  and 
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gott's  wool  ranking  next  in  the  order  of  importance.  Sometimes 
rags  mre  made  from  silk,  but  these  rugs  do  not  make  suitable  floor 
coverings  and  are  rather  used  for  coverings  or  tapestries.  Hair, 
cotton,  hemp,  and  jute  are  oftentimes  used  in  combination  with  a 
little  wool  to  make  a  cheai)  grade  of  rug.  One  must  be  n  good  judge 
of  wools  in  order  to  be  a  judge  of  rugs.  It  is  often  very  difficult  to 
distinguish  hair  from  wool.  Under  the  microscope,  a  fiber  of  wool 
remotely  resembles  in  appearance  a  pine  cone,  with  overlapping  edges 
or  scales.  It  shows  a  highly  serrated  surface.  A  fine-graae  wool  will 
have  nearly  3,000  serrations  to  tlie  inch  and  a  diameter  of  one  two- 
thousandths  of  an  inch  to  one  three-thousandths  of  an  inch,  while  a 
poor  grade  will  have  only  about  a  fifth  as  many  serrations  to  the 
inch  and  a  diameter  of  only  one  two-hundred-and-seventy-fifth  of 
an  inch.  The  diflference  is  8  or  10  fibers  of  fine  wool  to  1  of  coarse 
in  the  final  make-up  of  the  rug.  In  the  fine  wool  rug  there  is  every- 
thing to  be  desired — retention  of  color,  resiliency,  and  luster — which 
is  not  the  case  in  a  cheap  rug. 
Kindt  of  Wool  Uied — Process  of  CleanlnE- 

The  cpring  and  autumn  sheep's  \vool  and  sometimes  the  spring 
sheep-wool  combings  and  lamb's  wool  are  used  in  rug  making.  The 
latter  is  sheared  from  the  voung  Iambs  at  about  the  age  of  eight 
months.  The  Mongolian  shepherds  are  adept  shearers,  and  the 
fleeces  are  skillfully  sorted.  After  the  shearing  process  the  wool  ia 
sold  to  merchants,  traders,  or  rug  makers.  Foreign  wool  experts 
say  that  Chinese  wool  is  not  quite  as  high  grade  as  that  produced  in 
the  countries  where  they  specialize  in  st(jck  breeding. 

The  craftsmen  in  western  China  arc  very  careful  in  tlie  prepara- 
tion of  the  wool  which  they  put  into  their  rugs.  Every  craftsman  has 
a  different  method  of  treatment.  After  the  sticks  and  foreign  sub- 
stances are  removed  the  wool  is  washed  and  scoured.  In  this  procass 
there  also  exists  a  variety  of  treatment.     The  general  method  of 

frocedure  is  to  wash  the  wool  many  times  without  allowing  it  to  dry. 
t  is  then  placed  in  the  tubs  in  which  a  bean  that  will  cut  the  grease 
is  placed,  and  the  mass  is  pounded  and  boiled  until  the  wool  is  eti- 
tirely  cleaned.  If  any  grease  is  left  in  the  wool  the  dye  will  not 
take  as  well  as  if  the  wool  were  all  free  from  oils  or  fats.  A  great 
deal  also  depends  upon  the  quality  of  water  used  in  the  washing. 
Soft  water  is  desired,  as  hard  water  necessitates  the  use  of  potash, 
which  cuts  the  wool  in  such  a  manner  as  to  decidedly  shorten  the  life 
of  the  rug.  Some  Chinese  rug  makers  have  been  known  to  use  lime, 
but  this  also  injures  the  wool.  Soap  is  sometimes  used  to  clean  the 
wool,  but  this  is  more  or  less  expensive. 

When  the  washing  process  is  finished,  the  wool  is  exi>osed  to  the  sun 
to  dry.  In  the  eyes  of  a  careful  Chinese  craftsman  this  demands  an 
equal  amount  of  attention.  After  passing  through  all  these  processes 
the  wool  is  weighed  and  is  ready  to  be  picked  and  carded.  There  is 
considerable  difference  between  the  weight  of  the  fleece  when  it  conies 
from  the  hands  of  the  shearer  and  after  it  has  passed  through  the 
many  washing  and  drying  processes. 
Plaal  Preparatlan  and  Spinning  of  the  WooL 

There  are  two  methods  used  for  loosening  the  wool  from  the  mats 
io  which  it  ia  left  after  drying.    The  one  in  general  use  is  by  means 
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of  a  huge  bow  made  of  some  strcsig  hardwood,  which  varies  in  nze 
from  6  to  10  feet  in  length  and  is  suspended  by  its  middle  from  the 
ceiling  so  that  the  cord  made  of  gut  just  touches  the  heap  of  wooL 
The  picker,  who  is  generally  a  small  boy^  plies  a  wooden  mallet  in 
staccato  time  upon  the  bowstring.  The  vibratiwi  of  the  cord  whips 
the  wool  loose  and  flings  it  aside  wisp  by  wisp.  The  other  method, 
ivhich  is  seldom  used,  consists  of  a  long  block  of  wood  or  a  wooden 
frame  from  which  protrude  long  perpendicular  pins.  The  boy 
apprentice  draws  the  wool  again  and  again  over  and  between  these 
pins  until  it  is  fit  for  spinning. 

Some  Chinese  weavers  have  a  method  of  making  the  combing 
process  slightly  easier  by  chopping  the  wool  into  short  bits,  but 
while  this  may  gain  the  desired  result  it  ruins  the  long-fibered  wool, 
as  when  spun  into  yam  it  has  no  strength  to  hold  together.  A  long- 
fibered  wool  is  a  prime  rctjuisite  in  good  rug  making. 

Sometimes  the  wandering  shepherds  of  MongoHa  carry  a  small 
spindle  and  distaff  and  twirl  the  spindle  as  they  tend  their  flocks, 
but  these  sights  are  rare  except  near  the  Kansu  border,  where  rug 
making  is  an  important  industry.  Some  of  the  wool,  however,  is 
spun  by  the  old  men  and  women  in  the  border  villages.  Each  spin- 
ner strolls  about  with  a  wad  of  raw  wool  and  a  hand  spindle  and  by 
the  mechanical  twirling  of  the  spindle  gradually  accumulates  a  ball 
of  yam,  meanwhile  entering  info  a  lively  exchange  of  village  gossip. 
Thus  the  Chinese  rug  is  a  hand-made  product  from  beginning  to  end. 
This  yarn  is  in  great  demand  but  is  naturally  limited  in  amount. 
Three  Qrades  of  Tani  TJsed. 

The  Chinese  weaver  in  the  treaty  ports,  if  left  to  himself,  will  pro- 
duce an  inferior  fabric.  The  Peking  weaver  classifies  his  wool  mto 
three  grades.  His  best  grade  of  wool  may  differ  greatly  from  that 
of.  another  shop,  depending  altogether  upon  his  honesty  and  also 
upon  the  knowledge  of  the  prospective  buyer.  In  general  this  grade 
of  wool  yarn' is  made  up  of  the  finest  kind  of  wool  and  is  entirely  free 
from  coarse  hairltke  fiber  so  common  in  cheaper  yams.  It  is  also 
better  spun ;  tliat  is,  uniform  in  size  and  free  from  bunches  of  matted 
wool  which  will  not  dye  clear  through.  The  second  grade  of  wool 
is  composed  of  wool,  cotton,  and  hair,  and  sometimes  jute,  with  a 
slight  predominance  of  the  first.  The  cotton  linings  of  old  worn-out 
Chinese  coats  are  commonly  pulled  out  and  mixed  with  second-grade 
wools.  Cotton  can  bo  detected  by  applying  a  match ;  if  it  bums  with 
a  flash  and  leaves  no  remains,  it  is  cotton.  Wool  bums  slowly,  gives 
off  an  odor,  and  deposits  smail  bits  of  carbon.  Cotton  and  hair  will 
not  absorb  the  dye  as  well  as  pure  wool  and  present  a  dull,  dead 
appearance  after  slight  use.  The  pure-wool  rug  as  it  ages  increases 
in  the  beauty  of  its  tone  and  luster,  while  the  hairy-textured  fabric 
will  dull  and  wear  off  rapidly.  The  third  grade  of  wool  is  a  com- 
pound of  a  very  little  wool,  cotton,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
dog's  or  cow's  hair.  All  rugs  are  treated  to  a  chemical  bath  before 
they  are  put  on  the  market  in  order  to  tone  down  the  colors.  The 
cotton-and-hair  fabric  will  not  stand  the  washing  process. 

The  best  wool  for  rugs  is  a  fine  strand  that  is  entirely  free  from 
hair,  cotton,  or  matted  wool.  The  best  yarn  is  that  composed  of  but 
few  small  strands.  In  making  rugs  of  coarse  weave  the  yarn  can 
be  woven  in  double  or  triple  to  each  knot,  and  the  effect  on  the  sur- 
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face  of  the  finished  rug  is  far  better  than  if  a  coarse  yarn  of  thei 

same  wool  is  used. 

Skill  asd  Care  Reqniicd  In  Dyeing  Tani. 

From  the  Chinese  point  of  view,  the  dye  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant considerations  in  the  making  of  a  i-ug.  In  western  China 
we  find  that  the  craftsman,  wliose  family  has  duiihtlc'us  ln-en  in  the 
business  for  generations,  takes  a  greater  pride  in  tlie  production  of  a 
certain  color  than  do  the  newly  established  rug  men  in  Peking  and 
vicinity.  "  Ninghsia  dyes  never  fade  "  is  a  saying  in  China.  Yet 
the  native  dyes  used  in  Peking,  if  properly  set,  will  outhist  the  car- 
pet. Providing  the  dyer  does  his  work  honestly,  thei-c  is  nothing 
that  has  yet  been  discovered  that  will  bleach  the  rug  withcmt  ruining 
the  fabric.  The  rug  can  be  boiled  to  slireds  withou-?  affecting  the  dye 
in  the  least. 

Before  the  war,  when  aniline  dyes  were  much  cheaper,  some  native 
nig  men  preferred  to  use  aniline  dyes  because  it  simpHfied  the  process 
and  was  less  expensive.  The  aniline-dyod  product  quickly  fades  and 
will  not  stand  the  washing  process.  There  are  still  some  aniline- 
dyed  products  to  be  found,  and  the  native  rug  men  occasionally  foist 
one  upon  the  unsuspecting  tourist  who  has  the  termerity  to  buy  with- 
out the  advice  of  an  expert. 

Every  rug  maker  dyes  the  yam  to  match  the  colors  in  the  designs 
that  are  submitted.  At  one  Eyeing  he  must  make  enoufrh  to  finish 
the  rug.  otherwise  there  is  a  variation  in  the  color  and  the  rug  is 
streaked.  The  yam  is  dyed  in  large  iron  caldrons,  in  which  the  dye 
is  first  made.  The  skilled  dyer  times  his  work  jnst  as  a  photographer 
times  his  photographic  plate.  The  dye  should  never  be  wrung  from 
the  skein,  as  this  results  in  uneven  distribution.  Sometimes  it  is 
rinsed  several  times  in  cold  water  before  it  is  hung  up  to  dry.  The 
master  hand  knows  the  exact  moment  when  the  yam  has  fini^^hed 
drying  in  the  sun.  The  dye  maker  has  no  books  or  rccipre,  but  mem- 
orizes all  his  formulas.  There  is  generally  displayed  at  some  place 
in  the  shop  a  great  number  of  small  patterns  showing  all  the  different 
colors  and  tints  of  which  that  particular  proprietor  is  master.  When 
a  rug  maker  receives  an  order  for  a  rug,  the  whole  supply  of  ynm  to 
be  used  is  dyed  and  set.  It  is  then  displayed  pendmg  the  buyer's 
inspection  before  the  weavers  arc  set  to  work.  If  a  particular  shade 
is  sought,  the  dyer  will  experiment  until  the  required  tint  has  been 
found. 
Chinese  Sag  IC«ken  Skilled  In  Art  of  Colors. 

The  old  Chinese  rug  makers,  although  masters  in  the  art  of  color 
making,  confined  thcm,selveH  to  a  very  limited  number  of  colors. 
This  has  been  followed  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  moderns.  In  the  use 
of  blues  and  yellows  the  Chinese  artisim  doubtless  stands  preemi- 
nent. The  use  of  the  true  imperial  yellow  is  I'cry  rare,  although  an 
endless  number  of  .tshades  in  this  color  are  designated  imperial. 
The  reds  sometimes  have  a  yellowish  tinge  or  hue.  There  are  many 
shades  of  salmon  pink  and  reds,  the  salmon  pink  being  produced 
from  species  of  redwood  grown  in  western  China. 

Minerals  are  scarcely  if  ever  used.  The  dyers  of  \inghsia  in 
Kansu  are  famous  for  their  beautiful  shades  of  red.  This  color  is 
produced  from  a  berry  grown  in  Kansu  P^o^■inee.  Red  is  also  pro- 
duced from  redwood.    Madder  {Rubia  cordifolia)  is  a  creeper  whose 
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stems  and  roots  when  ground  and  boiled  produce  a  red  that  is  used 
as  the  basis  of  many  ^ades.  It  is  also  said  that  some  of  the  old 
craftsmen  occasionally  use  sheep's  blood  to  produce  a  deep  vermilion. 
Perhaps  the  best  known  red  dye  in  China  is  the  safflower  {Cartka- 
mU8  tinctonua).,  called  the  red  flower  by  the  Chinese.  The  seed  of 
this  flower  is  said  to  have  originally  come  from  Turkestan. 

Brown  comes  from  the  dye  yam,  or  shu  liang,  as  the  Chinese  call 
it.    It  jjrodiices  a  dark-brown  color  and  is  wi<fely  used  in  China  in 
the  dyeing  of  cloth.    If  a  darker  shade  is  desired  gallnuts  and  alum 
arc  used.    Acom  husks  are  sometimes  used  to  produce  this  color. 
Blue  Obtained  (ram  IndlEO  Tlant — Other  Colon. 

Blue  comes  from  the  indigo  plant.  One  of  the  many  varieties 
vihich  grows  in  China  {Polygonum  tinctortum)  is  grown  in  the 
northern  Provinces.  The  use  of  blue  is  rather  a  difficult  and  tedious 
process.  If  the  work  is  carelessly  done  the  blue  does  not  go  clear 
through  and  the  yarn  when  woven  into  the  rug  and  clipped  on  shows 
u  white  spot  in  the  center  of  the  strand.  A  rug  made  up  of  such 
yam  is  very  unsatisfactory.  Most  of  the  blues  used  by  the  Chinese 
have  indigo  as  their  basis,  and  this  in  combination  with  other  ma* 
terials  produces  all  the  shades  known. 

Purple  is  obtained  from  hollyhocks  and  from  the  bark  of  Litho- 
spermiim  ertithrorkizon.  The  coloring  matter  is  brightest  if  the 
plant  is  dug  in  early  spring. 

Yellow  is  obtained  from  the  buds  of  a  large  tree  known  as  Sophora 
Japonkra.  widely  scattered  over  China.  Locus  seed  also  produces  a 
yellow  as  well  as  an  olive  green.  Some  craftsmen  first  dye  the  yam 
a  fast  yellow.  When  it  is  set,  it  is  dipped  in  red  and  exposed  to  the 
air  for  a  very  long  period.  As  a  result,  the  red  fades  and  the  yellow 
remains,  with  just  a  blush  of  red  that  is  very  pleasing  to  the  eye. 
Green  dyes  are  obtained  from  Rhammts  tincfor/u  and  other  species  of 
bucktbom,  Indigo  and  yellow  produce  a  green  dye,  but  this  color 
is  lery  little  used  in  Chinese  rugs. 

Black  is  obtained  from  gallnuts.     When  mixed  with  cochineal  and 
other  substances,  the  powdei'  from  the  galls  produces  gray,  brown, 
and  fawn  tints.     Black  is  also  obtained  from  pumegianute  rind  and 
vinegar. 
Chinese  Sus  Shops. 

In  Chinese-owned  shops  sometimes  three  or  four  looms  are 
crowded  into  a  small,  ill-lighted  place.  Few  of  these  shops  have 
wooden  floors.  Scmetimes  30  or  40  urchins,  ranging  in  ages  from 
10  to  18  years,  work  in  one  small  room.  These  youthful  workers  sit 
in  a  row  on  a  plank  fixed  like  a  scaffolding  in  front  of  the  lai^ 
wooden  loom  or  frame.  Some  shops  have  only  5  or  6  apprentices, 
or  one  may  have  as  many  as  100  weavers.  The  proprietor  merely 
supervises  the  work  and  deals  with  the  buyer.  The  employees  live 
and  sleep  on  the  premises.  A  few  shops  employ  only  adults,  and 
have  modern,  up-to-date  plants  that  are  well-lighted  and  well  venti- 
lated. Occasionally  a  courtyard  may  contain  tlie  complete  plant  for 
preparing  and  dyemg  the  wool  as  well  as  weaving  the  rug,  but  the 
majority  of  the  shops  in  Peking  and  Tientsin  are  very  small,  and 
merely  weaie  the  rug  from  the  design  submitted  by  the  buyer. 

The  apprentices  as  a  rule  are  drawn  from  the  country  classes  who 
are  too  poor  to  support  their  offspring.    Their  wages,  if  they  are  old 
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^  I  to  be  paid,  range  from  30  to  40  cents  Mexican  a  day.    The 
adult  craftsman  is  sometimes  paid  by  the  piece,  the  amount  earned 
b;  each  man  varying. 
CUttMC  Process  of  Weavliiff  Ungi. 

The  Chinese  rug,  like  most  oriental  products  of  this  kind,  is  not 
Toven  but  tied.  The  principal  mechanism  is  the  deft  fingers  of  the 
small  apprentice.  On  a  heavy  wooden  frame,  i-eaching  from  the 
floor  to  the  ceiling,  are  stretched  the  cotton  threads  like  the  strings 
of  a  harp.  The  small  hand-painted  design  is  submitted  to  the  rug 
man,  who  sketches  his  design  on  white  paper  according  to  the  actual 
scale  of  the  rug.  It  is  very  essential  that  the  designer  be  a  skillful 
one;  if  he  is  a  poor  one,  the  curves  are  ungraceful  and  the  details 
of  the  various  patterns  are  carelessly  drawn,  all  of  which  shows 
Ml  the  finished  rug.  This  pattern  is  worked  in  and  out  of  the  strings 
of  the  warp.  When  it  is  in  position  it  is  painted  on  the  warp  with 
black  ink.  The  design  is  then  removed,  and  tlie  workei-s  set  to  work 
tying  the  knots  and  cutting  the  string. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  woof,  but  the  cotton  filler  is  run  in 
after  each  row  of  knots  has  been  tied  and  pounded  down.  Each  boy 
or  workman  sits  in  front  of  the  warp.  At  his  side  are  a  few  simple 
tools.  Behind  him,  on  a  level  with  the  height  of  his  head,  are  sus- 
pended the  various  balls  of  yarn  which  he  is  to  use.  He  catches 
the  loose  end  of  the  color  desired  and  ties  two  strands  of  the  warp 
together  and  cuts  the  ends  of  his  knot  with  a  small  knife.  When  a 
row  of  knots  has  been  finished  a  length  of  cotton  filler  is  run  through 
and  pounded  down  with  a  heavy  iron  fork,  which  is  thrust  into  the 
warp.  This  completed,  the  row  of  tufts  is  trimmed  to  even  lengths, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  <lilRcult  parts  of  the  weaver's  work.  The 
object  is  to  cut  as  nearly  the  intended  length  of  the  pile  as  possible, 
obviating  any  unnecessary  loss.  After  the  rug  is  finished  .some  mak- 
ers clip  the  designs  along  the  lines  of  the  pattern,  for  example,  out- 
lining a  flower  or  bird.  As  a  result,  the  pattern  is  brought  into  bold 
relief  without  the  interjection  of  any  other  color.  This  is  a  Chinese 
invention  which  takes  the  place  of  the  color  outline.  Each  workman 
takes  a  2-foot  width  of  rug,  and  side  by  side  they  toil,  with  no  vari- 
ety or  change  of  position. 
Mir  Iispeetloii  of  Work  Seeetsatj. 

r>yeing  of  the  wool,  determination  of  price  per  foot,  and  selection 
and  completion  of  design  are  merely  preliminary  arrangements  in  the 
coiBti iiction  of  the  rug.  In  the  case  of  the  Chinese  shops  it  is  neces- 
sary to  inspect  the  fabric  at  least  once  a  day.  If  the  work  is  not; 
closely  watched,  a  few  balls  of  inferior  yam  will  be  worked  in  with 
the  good  wool  in  order  that  the  weaver  may  make  a  little  profit. 
Although  this  can  not  be  said  of  every  Chinese  shop,  the  foreign 
eipert  takes  no  chances,  but  watches  the  weaving  day  by  day.  The 
poor  wool  can  be  worked  in  so  cleverly  in  small  flowers  or  other 
deagns  that  the  deception  can  not  be  detected. 

If  tbe  buyer  is  very  particular  about  having  the  same  design  that 
he  bas  ordered,  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  closely  scrutinize  the  execu- 
tion of  his  pattern.  The  natives  are  often  obsessed  with  the  idea 
that  their  way  of  doing  thin^  is  better  than  the  buyer's  and  will 
attempt  addiuons  and  corrections  in  both  designs  and  colors.    If 
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detected  in  time,  the  error  can  be  corrected,  but  the  ripping  out  of 
work  already  done  sen-es  only  to  weaken  the  fabric.  The  Chinese 
workman  also  has  a  habit  of  lapping  the  weft  threads  in  the  same 
spot  each  time  in  order  to  save  himself  the  trouble  of  reaching  too 
far  one  waV  or  the  other.  This  can  be  easily  detected  by  looking  at 
the  back  of  the  rug,  which  shows  a  seam.  This  practice  weakens  the 
rug  as  a  whole. 
Katlve  Rag  Designs  Tlied. 

The  Chinese  designer,  if  left  to  himself,  adheres  strictly  to  the 
conventional  and  symbolic  figures-  which  play  such  an  important  part 
in  the  history  of  Chinese  art.  If  he  is  to  make  a  bird  rug,  it  is  sure 
to  be  a  collection  of  every  known  species.  If  it  is  to  be  a  flower  rug, 
it  will  contain  the  flora  of  the  entire  country.  But  if  allowed  to 
experiment  with  what  he  conceives  to  be  foreign  design,  the  result  is 
apt  to  be  hideous. 

The  native  designers  are  very  skillful  with  the  brusli,  and  some 
of  their  water-color  pictures  are  marvels  in  design  and  color.  Dr. 
Anderson,  a  noted  student  of  oriental  art,  states,  in  regard  to 
Chinese  artists:  "No  other  artists,  except  those  of  Japan,  have  ever 
infused  into  the  delineation  of  bird  life  one  tithe  of  the  vitality 
and  action  to  be  seen  in  the  Chinese  portraitures  of  the  crow,  the 
sparrow,  the  crane,  and  a  hundred  other  varieties  of  the  feathered 
race.  In  flowers  they  have  been  no  less  successful ;  they  were  able  to 
evolve  a  better  picture  out  of  a  single  spray  of  blossoni  than  many  a 
painter  from  all  the  treasures  of  a  conservatory." 

It  is  very  hard  to  say  just  what  effect  contiguous  people  hiive  had 
on  the  designs  of  the  Chinese  rug.  The  old  rugs,  of  which  ninny  of 
the  more  modern  products  are  but  copies,  scarcely  ever  show  a  com- 
[josite  design.  This  is  due  to  the  ability  of  the  Chinese  to  take  what 
they  have  found  in  the  art  of  their  neighbors,  strip  it  of  its  elements, 
and  embody  it  into  their  own  designs  with  a  toucn  tliat  is  distinctly 
Chinese. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Chinese  patterns  have  been  erently  in- 
fluenced by  Mohammedan  designs.  In  northwestern  China,  before 
the  Mohammedan  rebellion  of  18,71,  a  large  proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation were  followers  of  the  Prophet,  and  it  is  liere  that  some  of  the 
liest  Chinese  rugs  are  woven.  This  region  is  in  the  direct  line  of 
travel  across  the  continent,  and  in  earlier  times  was  crossed  by  the 
old  trade  routes. 

Buddhism  opened  new  vistas  and  developed  gi-eater  possibilities 
in  the  artistic  genius  of  the  Chinese  race.  The  influence  of  Buddhis- 
tic art  is  everywhere  apparent.  This  in  turn  was  influenced  by 
Hindu  art,  which  also  borrowed  from  the  Greek.  The  swastika,  for 
instance,  is  of  great  antiquity  and  wide  diffusion  among  the  different 
races.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  Kamayana,  and  as  an  emblem  of  Thor 
even  among  the  Teutonic  races.  In  China  it  is  the  symbol  6i 
Buddha's  heart.  It  is  also  used  as  a  symbol  for  10,000  years, 
Clilneu  Symboli  Frequently  Seen. 

The  man  of  the  Occident  is  accustomed  to  look  upon  ornamental 
decorations  simply  as  effects  to  please  the  eye.  Doubtless  many  of 
these  figures  are  the  relics  of  faiths  or  myths  long  since  forgotten. 
Such  is  not  the  case  with  the  Chinese,  to  whom  every  figure  and 
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color  Las  a  ^gniBcance.  The  symbols  used  in  nifr  deaifms  are  also 
iised  in  decorating  Chinese  bronzes,  porcelains,  and  mandarin  coats. 
Probably  the  best  known  to  western  nations  of  the  Chinese  sym- 
bols and  the  design  most  frequently  seen  is  the  dragon,  which  is 
cltumed  to  have  first  been  seen  bv  one  of  the  early  emperors  issuing 
from  a  creek  in  Honan.  It  was  later  adopted  as  the  national  stand- 
ard. There  are  several  kinds  of  dragons— of  the  heavens,  of  the 
mountains,  and  of  the  sea.  The  imperial  dragon  was  represented 
as  having  five  claws,  as  also  was  that  of  the  first  and  second  class 
princes.  The  next  two  classes  of  the  royal  family  might  display  a 
four-clawed  dragon,  while  the  common  people  nmst  be  content  with 
three  claws. 

The  phoenix  was  the  emblem  of  the  empreas.  nnd  brides  were 
sometimes  allowed  to  wear  it  in  the  shape  of  a  headdress.  This  bird 
was  supposed  to  be  very  graceful  and  elegant  and  to  possess  a  benevo- 
lent disposition. 

One  of  the  most  frequent  groiips  of  symbols  seen  in  Chinese  de- 
signs is  the  Buddhist  group.  The  Buddhist  knot  is  the  sign  of 
longevity,  and  also  stands  for  the  eight  Buddhist  commandments. 
Two  fish  denote  domestic  felicity.  These  fish,  or  perch,  go  in  pairs 
and  are  always  faithful  to  each  other.  The  umbrella  of  10,000 
people  is  presented  to  a  mandarin  on  his  leaving  a  district  as  a 
token  of  the  purity  of  his  administration.  The  canopy,  like  the  um- 
brella, is  a  sign  relating  to  official  life,  which  is  the  ambiti<Hi  of 
every  Chinese.  The  vase  is  sacred  to  the  relics  of  Buddha.  In 
Buddhist  temples  these  jars  often  contain  the  ashes  of  the  priests 
after  their  bodies  have  been  burned.  The  shell  is  the  emblem  of  a 
prosperons  journey.  The  lotus  is  the  sacred  fiower  of  the  Buddhists, 
and  is  the  favorite  type  of  creative  power.  Another  symbol  is 
known  as  the  wheel  of  the  law.  Instead  of  repeating  a  number  of 
prayers,  Buddhists  have  written  prayers  attached  to  the  wheel, 
the  revolving  of  which  a  certain  number  of  times  is  supposed  to  have 
the  !«me  effect. 
Tbt  Stork,  Bat,  and  Otlier  EmbleniB. 

The  stork  to  the  Chinese  means  longevity.  In  China  it  is  said  to 
reach  a  fabulous  age.  When  it  has  reached  its  (JdOth  year  it  tlrinks 
hilt  no  longer  eats,  and  after  2,000  veais  it  tinns  black.     Next  to  tlie 

fiboenix  it  is  the  most  celebrated  emblem  in  C/hineso  legends.  The 
mtterfly  is  the  sign  of  conjugal  felicity.  It  is  also  known  as  the 
Chinese  ciipid.  Figures  of  fish  seem  to*  be  among  the  charms  used 
to  keep  away  demons  and  other  evil  spirits. 

The  lion  is  the  symbol  of  authority.  The  pine  tree  and  the  deer 
ire  the  emblems  of  good  niigury  for  the  traveler.  The  horse  is  the 
symbol  of  nobility.  The  peach  is  freouentlv  seen  and  stands  for 
longevity.  A  silver  ingot,  a  stick  of  ink,  and  a  branch  of  coral  are 
the  emblems  of  riches,  scholarship,  and  power.  The  hundred  an- 
tiques includes  vases,  screens,  potted  plants,  bronzes,  porcelains, 
scrolls,  ivory,  and  jades. 

The  number  8  seems  to  have  an  attraction  for  the  Cliinese.  There 
«Te  the  eight  precious  things,  the  eight  luck  emblems  and  tlie  eight 
Buddhist  emblems. 

The  Chinese  character  for  bat  has  the  same  sound  as  the  character 
for  happiness,  so  the  bat  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  the  symbol  f<^^ 
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happiness.  It  is  sometimes  used  alone  but  is  generally  found  in 
groups.  In  this  case,  four  or  five  bats  are  found  surrounding  the  seat 
character  for  longevity.  The  character  for  bat  is  one  of  the  most 
frequently  iist'd  characters  in  tlie  Cliinese  language.  It  is  written 
in  alnKi^t  ii  hundred  different  ways,  and  is  regarded  as  very  auspi' 
cious.  When  surrounded  by  four  bats  the  five  great  blessings  are  sym> 
bolized — longevity,  riclies,  peaccfulness,  love  of  virtue,  and  a  happy 
death. 

Their  fondness  for  flowers  has  been  perpetuated  in  poem  and  paint- 
ing by  the  Cliinesc.  Some  of  their  finest  poems  are  dedicated  to  the 
flowers.  Flowers  are  sometimes  alluded  to  as  poetical  synonyms 
for  the  months  of  the  year.  They  are  also  regarded  as  symbols  of 
virtue.  The  peony  is  called  the  kmg  of  flowers  in  China  and  is  tlie 
emblem  of  happiness  and  prosperity.  Anyone  who  has  had  the 
privilege  of  visiting  the  gardens  of  the  old  imperial  palaces  in  the 
spring  wlien  the  peony  blossoms  forth  will  readily  understand  why 
the  Chinese  have  such  a  reveience  and  love  for  this  flower.  The  peony 
iti  vei'y  frequently  used  in  rug  designs. 
Looal  Market  Coadltlom. 

The  average  Chinese  rug  dealer  does  business  in  a  very  small  way. 
His  small  shop  has  no  reputation  to  maintain,  and  he  has  no  interest  in 
establishing  a  reputation  for  the  future.  He  is  obsessed  with  the 
idea  of  mating  as  much  money  as  he  can  and  will  sell  a  rug  off  the 
loom  to  the  first  man  who  hai>pens  to  come  along  and  oiFei-s  him  a 
pood  price.  Thus  it  takes  an  expert  who  is  on  the  ground  to  deal 
with  the  native.  At  present  the  rug  industry  in  eastern  China  is 
slowly  evolving  from  the  status  of  a  craft  to  the  dignify  of  iin  ir-l'is- 
try,  with  the  result  that  we  find  conditions  in  the  trade  cont^t-mtly 
changing. 

Toward  the  end  of  1915,  a  large  number  of  American  dealers  and 
dry-goods  merchants  arrived  in  Tientsin  and  Peking  in  order  to 
buy  Chinese  rugs,  which  had  become  a  fad  in  the  United  States.  A 
large  number  of  these  men  were  speculators  with  small  means  and 
large  ambitions.  Backed  by  a  few  thousand  dollars  casli  credit,  they 
placed  orders  with  the  American  firms  already  in  the  business  for 
many  thousands  of  square  feet  of  rugs  to  be  delivered  at  a  hiter  date. 

At  that  time  exchange  was  i-oughly  ^25,000  Mexican  for  $10,000 
Tnited  States  gold.  Since  that  time  freight  has  risen  enormously. 
In  1915  rugs  worth  $10,000  Mexican  could  be  landed  in  the  United 
Stales  for  something  close  to  $5,500  United  States  gold.  To-day  rugs 
worth  $10,000  Mexican  would  cost  nearly  the  same  amonnt  in  gold 
to  lay  them  down  in  America. 

These  speculators,  inexperienced  as  they  were  in  matters  of  ex- 
change, naturally  failed  to  realize  the  large  profits  of  which  they 
had  fondly  dreamed.  Cabled  requests  for  money  on  the  part  of  the 
American  firms  in  Tientsin  and  Peking  were  only  met  by  the  can- 
cellation of  orders. 
Demand  for  Bukk  Increases  Prices  and  Lcwera  Qnalltr. 

This  sudden  demand  for  large  orders  caused  the  prices  to  increase 
considerably.  AVeavers  who  had  barely  been  able  to  turn  out  5,000 
square  feet  a  year  accepted  contracts  for  20,000  square  feet.    Wages 
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increased  from  25  eents  to  80  cents  Mexican  a  day.  Formerly  the 
nninber  of  apprentices  had  been  greatly  restricted,  but  now  they  were 
ttken  into  the  guild  and  promised  greater  privileges  and  better  food. 
Many  half-trained  apprentices  were  admitted  and  paid  as  full- 
fledged  craftsmen.  The  price  of  wools  and  dyestuffs  went  up 
accordingly.  In  six  months  more  than  200  new  shops  had  been 
established  in  Tientsin  and  Peking,  and  rug  values  had  jumped  200 
per  cent  while  the  quality  decreased  fully  50  per  cent.  Instead  of 
pnre  first-grade  wool,  a  combination  of  cow  hair,  cotton,  and  jute 
nas  Qsed. 

Then  came  the  inevitable  reaction.  Instead  of  new  orders,  the 
foreign  commission  houses  received  cancellations.  When  the  boom 
was  at  its  height  many  foreign  concerns  who  had  had  no  previous 
experience  went  into  the  rug  business.  In  most  cases  they  did  not 
know  good  wool  from  bad,  and  as  a  result  a  lot  of  rubbish  was 
shipped  to  the  United  States  at  highest  prices. 

The  weavers  in  some  cases  had  thousands  of  feet  of  rugs  on  hand, 
but  no  cash.  They  in  turn  owed  the  wool  dealers,  cotton-yam  deal- 
ers, dyers,  and  employees.  The  only  way  to  obtain  cash  was  to  sell 
the  finished  product  to  the  foreign  buyers  in  Peking  and  Tientsin, 
who  were  asked  to  take  the  stock  off  their  hands  at  20  per  cent  below 
contract  price. 

Each  foreign  firm  has  a  Chinese  manager,  called  a  compradore, 
who  arranges  all  deals  between  the  Chin^  anil  his  firm.  He  receives 
(Mily  a  nominal  salary,  but  puts  up  a  large  cash  bond.  When  pay- 
ing bills  or  receiving  money  for  goods  bought  or  sold  he  is  allowed  _ 
to  deduct  a  commission.  Some  years  ago  an  agreement  was  drawn 
up  between  the  carpet  guild  and  most  of  the  compradores  of  the  for- 
eign firms,  stating  that  the  firms  should  deduct  a  cash  discount  of 
2  per  cent  upon  payment  of  carpet  bills  and  that  the  compradores 
should  not  be  permitted  to  make  any  further  reductions.  Some,  how- 
ever, are  supposed  to  be  taking  a  much  larger  commission.  In  some 
of  the  foreign  firms  who  deal  in  rugs  the  compradore  owns  his  own 
rug  factory,  but  generally  under  a  fictitious  name.  Orders  given  by 
the  firm  are  placed  in  the  compradore'.s  factory.  No  dealer  is  allowed 
to  quote  prices  to  the  head  of  the  firm  which  miglit  conflict  with  the 
interests  of  the  compradore. 
Bnjen  Bh«Dld  Ask  Advloe  of  Expert  before  FnichasliiK  Rags. 

Onlv  an  expert  who  has  studied  the  rug  market  in  China  can  tell 
the  value  of  a  Peking  rug.  The  mere  fact  that  a  rug  has  100,  90,  or 
80  strings  is  not  as  important  as  workmanship,  color  combination, 
dyes,  design,  and  quality  of  wool.  A  rug  may  nave  an  admixture  of 
cotton,  cow  hair,  and  jute,  but  the  foreign  merchant  who  deals  with 
the  Chinese  can  detect  the  counterfeit. 

Some  years  ago  a  beautiful  Peking  lamb's-wool  rug,  made  from 
the  finest  wool,  best  dyes,  and  finest  workmanship,  could  \k  bought 
for  50  to  55  cents  per  foot  In  1915,  when  the  market  had  reached  its 
highest  point,  the  same  quality  rug  could  not  be  bought  for  less  than 
$3.50  to  $4  per  foot.  The  market  price  is  regulated  by  supply  and 
demand.  The  arrival  of  four  or  five  American  buyer's  with  orders  for 
a  few  thousand  square  feet  will  send  the  dealers'  demands  up  15  to 
20  per  cenL     The  Chinese  dealer  drives  a  hard  bargain,  and  the 
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American  buyer  will  find  it  to  his  advantage  to  deal  with  some  of 
the  American  firms  who  are  on  the  spot  and  who  understand  local  cus- 
toms and  have  had  exiierience  in  the  rug  business.  Otherwise  he  is 
sure  to  have  unpleasant  experiences. 

Many  American  firms  in  Cluna  have  factories  or  control  the  prod- 
uct of  Chinese  factories,  and  by  reason  of  their  wide  experience  are 
in  a  position  to  guarantee  their  products  as  to  qualit;^,  dyes,  etc 
American  buyers  can  obtain  prices,  designs,  and  other  information 
from  these  firms,  who  will  make  rugs  to  order  either  from  designs 
submitted  or  from  designs  which  they  have  on  hand  and  are  always 
ready  to  show  to  prospective  customers. 

[A  list  of  Auiericnn  firms  In  Gbina  controlllDg  rug  factories  may  he  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  and  coop- 
erative oflices.  Some  of  tiiese  firms  liave  submitted  color  plates  of  ran  designs, 
wbich  may  1>e  exnmiDed  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  In  eitbcr  case 
refer  to  file  No.  101992.) 


SHOtTLI)  UESCHANTS  GIVE  CLEEKS  TEE  COST  OF  OOOSST 

IConBnl  Fred  C.  Slater,  Sarnla,  Ontario,  Canada.] 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Canadian  Grocer  has  a  very  interesting  article 
under  the  heading  "  Should  clerks  know  the  cost  of  goods.  This 
publication  put  this  question  to  merchants  in  Canadii  from  ocean 
to  ocean.  IJy  far  the  majority  replying  are  in  favor  of  giving  the 
clerk  this  information;  while  some  are  opposed  to  it,  and  others 
comptvmise  their  answer  by  favoring  the  givmg  of  such  information 
only  to  certain  trusted  confidential  clerks. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  the  proposal  are  variously  gii'en,  but 
ithe  key  to  the  different  statements  !ii)peard  to  be  that  you  must  trust 
a  man  in  order  to  make  him  trustworthy ;  that  clerks  who  know 
these  secrets  take  niore  interest  in  the  business,  are  more  efficient,  and 
are  able  to  talk  more  intelligently  to  customers,  besides  entertaining 
a  better  feeling  toward  their  employer. 

The  negative  replies  do  not  advance  naich  reason  other  than  that 
the  clerk  should  not  know  the  firm's  secrets,  for  when  once  entrusted 
with  such  soci-ets  he  is  not  liable  longer  to  regard  tbem  as  such.  One 
reply  t-  this  question  came  from  across  the  line  in  California,  where 
a  large  establishment  employing  over  four  hundred  clerks  gives  an 
answer  decidedly  adverse  to  the  idea,  stating  that  clerks  knowing  the 
private  cost  mark  are  liable  to  overstep  their  authority  and  sell  goods 
lower  than  they  ought 
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CONSENTS. 

P»ge,  P»B«- 

DfCTp««rt  ciporls  from  Paris  to  Dnitcd  Iiapnrtnnt      IPBlBlnMon      affwdng      the 


feDdtDOvian     cooperation 


Imuin  probiblttons  in  the   Wlodward 

Ulawb ! 

Itiilin  nnbanp}  d«re<« -.  

Prirt   tdiiDCcs    for    BrlliBli    war-time <^'!'l.'";   ■>"   produetion    In    Miilasia    dls- 

i 
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Pnbltililon    an     Imports     tn     BrltlHh  lodla    to   encourage    ibe    plnnllog    of 


imlemenl! 

■     llnlLanil.Aniprlcn     llin"     tor  

100      Imports   of  InbrlcaDla  and    Bonps   I 


Bepon    of  lIollaDd-Amerlcn    line 

Growth  of  Korw^lan  leleBraph   I 

Bniil  to  Improve  tcleirrDpTi  n 
Nfw  Canadian  Teed  aland 
Connimpilon  and  product 


101  Chilian  flout  tor  VcnMUPlon  con 
mi  tirjn _-- 

102  BrailHttn    Kiip"r»Ii>lnn  of  oil   cm 


DECKEASED  EXPOETS  FEOM  PAKIS  TO  UHITEB  STATES. 

[CablcKram  from  Consul  Gpnsrat  A.  M.  Thachara,  Paris,  France.] 
The  total  value  of  the  dcclnrcd  exports  from  the  Pnris  nonsidnr  dis- 
trict to  the  United  Stiit<^  for  the  first  six  months  of  IfllS  was  $16,- 
492583.  against  $28,546,225  for  the  same  period  in  1917.  Tlie  prin- 
cipal decreases  were  in  cigarette  papers,  cotton,  feathers,  furs,  mush- 
rooms, perfumery,  pearls,  precious  stones,  seeds,  siUt,  and  wool. 


IMPORT  PKOHIBITIONS  IN  THE  WINDWABD  ISLANDS. 

Tlie  British  Kmbassy  has  notified  the  Department  of  State  of  tho 
publication  of  a  list  of  articles  prohibited  from  inipoitation  by 
steamer  into  the  Windward  Islands  (Grenada,  St.  Vincent,  and  St. 
Lucia),  effective  July  19.  The  articles  prohibited  are  the  following: 
Arms'and  ammunition  of  all  kinds;  traveling  bags;  tiunks  and 
valises;  baskets  of  all  kinds;  carriages,  carts,  and  wagons,  bicycles 
and  tricyclea  of  all  kinds,  motor  cars  and  motor  vehicles;  cliinaware 
or  porcelain;  earthcmwaro  and  pottery;  clocks  and  watches;  furni- 
ture of  uU  kinds;  class,  glassware  of  all  kinds;  jewelry;  musical  in- 
struments of  ail  kinds,  mcluding  phonographs;  perfumery  of  all 
kinds,  inchiding  iierfumed  spirits;  plate,  plated  wiu-e;  toys  and 
games  of  all  kinds, 

ITALIAN  EMBARGO  DECREES. 

Additions  to  the  Italian  export-embargo  list  arc  rarely  made,  as 
the  list  adopted  in  1916  contains  many  general  headings  which 
authorize  the  prohibition  of  laige  clashes  of  articles.  It  is  custo- 
mary for  the  authorities  to  announce  temporary  susnensions  of 
proliibitions,  in  effect  until  notice  is  given  of  witlidrawal,  or  to  per- 
ajo70"— 18  ei 
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niit  the  exportation  of  iiimtcd  ijuaritities  of  certain  articles.  Such 
(■onet'ssions  aia  usually  given  out  as  instructions  to  customs  officials. 

Fi"oin  reports  by  the  consul  gcnei'al  at  Genoa  and  from  official 
publicntion-^,  it  is  learned  that  the  following  items  have  been  added  to 
the  mill  embargo  list  within  the  past  few  months:  Silk-worm  oggs; 
i-ouph  marble  in  slabs  or  otherwise  worked;  ptjjcions  stones  of  all 
kind.'!.  ■   '         '      .  "      . 

The  consul  p:eneral  has  also  furnished  a  translation  o£  the  decree 
recently  issued  regarding  the  sending  to  foreigii  countries  of  printed 
matter  containing  advertisements.  These  regulations  are  to  remain 
in  force  for  the  dnration  of  the  war,  and  the  significant  provisions 
are  as  follows: 

The  -seiKlinK  to  foreign  ijountricH  of  .luy  insriiMlical  or  [>i-iutecl  matlei'  what- 
soever containing  advertlscineiits  la  prohibited.  Directors  and  editors  of  iwws- 
liii|)ei%  or  of  periodicals  uuil  edlturs  <if  |ml>lIi'iitioii~!  wbo  Intend  to  coutiuue 
sicndiiiK  to  foroiga  countries  roast  preiisire  siieelnl  editions  in  whicli  the  adver- 
(iseiaents  are  suppressed. 

Tire  poi'fodicals  and  publkutlons  tn  bo  sent  abroad  aiuat  be  su1>mltted 
lit  tlio  offices  of  the  reH|>ectlve  editors  to  tlie  esnuiinatlon  of  n  censor  and  of  a 
postal  offlclftl  to  whom  arc  eonsisocd  tlie  copies  certified  for  forwurdins.  I'rl- 
vote  irersons  are  forbidden  to  send  to  f()relgii  conntrles  copies  of  newsi>a|)ers, 
pcriodiealfi,  nml  ottiet  piihlioitlons  contjiliiinj;  advert iseinenis. 


PRICE  ADVANCES  FOR  BRITISH  WAB-TIME  BOOTS. 

'  (Connul  I'raDkUu  D.  l!uU:  lluilUorsaeld,  Judi'  n.] 

The  Vorkshire  Post  publishes  the  latest  Goverimient  regnlation."; 
relating  to  war-tiiuo  boots,  a  recent  i;->ite  stating: 

The  list  of  G«vernmeat  war-time  boiK-;  |m-c  Comurkck  Rgporta  for  Jan,  22 
and  Feb.  6,  J918J  has  ngaia  been  increiised,  and  tliere  are  now  79  varieties  o«i 
llie  niarlicL  To  uieet  the  demands  of  niiiaafiictui'erB  the  wlwle  of  these  have 
been  recently  revised,  and  to  cover  additional  cost  of  leather  and  the  extra 
\vn?ea  paid  in  Ihe  form  of  war  bonuses  to  operatives,  tin  all-round  advance  of 
5  pet'  cent  Is  quoted.  The  lowest  price  at  which  a  child's  stoat  spilt  laced  1)oot 
can  now  be  oblniued  is  8s.  Cd,  [?2.0G1  i>er  pair,  and  the  mnxinnim  clinrseiiblo 
is  aOa.  &1.  (?7.18J  for  r  man's  wused  kip  walking  boot  of  luediam  sobstaiice 
and  fair  stitched,  liolti  of  these  classes  represent  an  advance  of  considerably 
over  100  per  cent  eomiiared  with  pre-.^vnr  prices,  yet  it  is  cltitnieil  that  tliey  arc 
Inwi-st  nt  which  thoroughly  reliable  lioots  can  now  be  provided. 

[Siiuiples  of  British  wur-tinie  shoos  are  available  for  Insqiectlou  at  litf,'  ?Cew 
York  and  Boston  olRces  of  the  Bnreau  ot  Forrfgn  and  Domestic  Conuneree  under 
Blc  No.  2007C.1 

FBOHIBITION  OH  IMPORTS  IK  BRITISH  GUIAXTA, 

[Curtbiil  a.  Iv.  Clinniln^rlalu,  aeorgctonn,  Tiini.'  30.] 

The  Official  Gazette  of  British  Guiana  for  June  8  contains  an 
order  issued  by  the  Governor  on  June  6  prohibiting  the  iinix>rta- 
tion  into  tlie  colony,  except  under  license  granted  with  the  Governor's 
consent,  of  the  foilowing  articles:  Carriages,  carts,  wagons  (not  in- 
chiding  spare  parts),  motor  cycles  and  side  cars,  motor  cars  (not 
including  spare  parts),  plows,  tractors,  and  drays,  tricycles,  musical 
itistniments,  pictures,  and  furniture. 
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THE  COTTON  CBOf  OB,  1917. 

The  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States  for  1917,  according  to  the 
returns  of  the  ginnars,  amountHto  11,248^42  running  bales,  connting 
round  as  half  ualesf  equivalent  to  11,302,375  bales  of  500  pounds  gross 
v.eight.  With  one  exception,  it  was  the  smallest  crop  produced  since 
li)09,  that  of  1915'lrtnounting  to  only  11,0CS,173  bales.  Compared 
with  the  crop  of  191C,  there  was  a  falling  off  in  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
Florida,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  and  Virginia 
and  an  increase  in  Arizona,  California,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Missis- 
^ppi,  Oklahoma,  and  South  Carolina.  The  most  notable  increase!  was 
in  Louisiana,  where  the  production  was  6'J0,719  bales,  the  larget-t  for 
anv  year  since  1907. 

Weather  conditions  affected  the  crop  to  a  greatm-  extent  than  usual. 
Texas,  with  a  largely  increased  acrea^,  showed  a  reduced  production, 
the  crop  in  the  southwestern  section,  owing  to  e.vti-enie  drought,  being 
almost  a  total  failure. 

Although  the  amount  of  cotton  grown  in  Arizona  and  California 
is  still  relatively  small,  the  increase  in  those  States  is  notable.  Ct^m- 
pared  with  the  crop  of  1910,  the  cinnings  in  Arizona  increased  from 
.•-.OOO  to  21,000  bales,  and  in  California  from  44.000  to  57,000  bales. 
The  production  in  these  States  from  the  crop  of  1918  promises  a  fur- 
ther mcrcase,  since  the  acreage  planted  in  both  States  is  much  above 
that  devoted  to  cotton  last  year. 

The  sea-island  cotton  crop  of  1917 — 92.G19  hales — shows  a  falling 
off  of  25,000  bales  as  compared  with  1916;  however,  it  chwiy  ap- 
proaches the  average  production  of  sea-island  cotton  for  the  19-yei\r 
period  during  which  the  Census  Office  has  collected  statistics  of  cotton 
ginned. 

Only  two  counties  produced  as  much  as  100.000  bales  of  cotton  in 
5917 — Bolivar,  in  Mississippi,  with  110,207  hales,  and  EIHm,  in  Texas, 
with  105,471  bales.  Otlier  counties  which  led  in  their  respective  States 
in  the  production  of  cotton  from  the  crop  of  1917  were  Madis<m,  in  . 
Alabama;  Jefferson,  in  Arkansas;  Alachua,  in  Florida;  Burke,  in 
Georgia:  Caddo  (parish),  inljouisiana;  Dunklin,  in  Missouri;  John- 
ston, in  Xorth  Carolina ;  (Jarvin,  in  OJilahoma ;  Orangeburg,  in  South 
Carolina ;  and  Shelby,  in  Tennessee. 

Director  of  the  Census  Sam.  L.  Rogers  will  shortly  jssuc  a  pam- 
phlet entitled  "  Cotton  Production  in  the  T^nited  States,  1917,"  which 
was  prepared  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  William  L,  Austin, 
chief  statistician  for  cotton. 


Supplementary  Hemoraitdain  on  India's  Wheat  Crop. 

The  Indian  Department  of  Statistics  places  the  area  under  wheat 
in  India  on  April  30, 1918,  at  35,388.000  acres,  and  the  probable  yield 
at  10.130,000  tonsj  against  35,461,000  acres  and  10,277,000  tons  re- 
ported in  an  earlier  forecast  (see  Commerce  Eeports  for  July  2, 
1918).  The  receipt  of  new  figures  from  the  Central  Provinces  and 
Berar,  the  Northwest  Frontier  Province,  Ajuier-Merwarn,  and  the 
Gwalior  State  in  Central  India  caused  this  revision.  The  ilepartment 
states  that  the  condition  of  the  crop  is  good  in  almost  all  the  im- 
portant wheat-growing  Provinces. 
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REPORT  OF  HOUAint-AUEBICA  LINE  FOR  1917. 

I  Consul  (ioncntl  Borc'rt  t-lnto^,  Rotlerdam,  Netbrrlnnas.  May  31.) 

In  its  nnniial  report  for  1917  the  holland-i\merica  Line  stales 
Hint,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  aiticles  of  Dutdi  origin,  there  was 
no  outgoing  freight.  The  rcliirn  freigjit  dnring^he.  first  half  of  th^ 
year  was  restricted  to  giaih  and  ammunition  for  the  Dutch  Govern- 
ment, besides  articles  for  this  Dutch  industry  and  one  sliipload  for 
the  Belgian  relief.  Only  ifi  trips  in  all  were  completed  by  the 
passenger  steamers  to  New  York  and  the  freight  steamers  to  various 
ports.  Of  these  46  trips  only  7  were  made  with  passengers,  against 
46  to  48  in  normal  years.  W'ith  the  entry  of  the  TTnitcd  States  into 
the  war  tlie  Holland- America  Line  closed  its  offices  and  agencies 
in  fiermany  and  Austria. 

In  regard  to  the,  loss  of  the  steamers  Noorih'ri]>fl;  and  ZuanJyk, 
the  report  states  that  the  protests  of  the  Dutch  Government  to  the 
Gei'nian  Kmpire  re-ulted  in  the  latter  agreeing  to  place  at  the  dij;- 
posal  of  the  Dutch  Govei-nment  a  tonnage  equal  to  that  of  the 
ves.iols  torpedoed  on  February  22,  against,  payment  of  an  amount 
equal  to  that  for  which  the  lost  vessels  were  insured.  To  this  end 
German  steamships  lying  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies  are  to  be  de- 
livered .shortly.  The  amount  agreed  upon  for  the  BlonivierarJyk  has 
been  settled  in  the  meantime.  The  Stataidam,  which  was  requisi- 
tioned by  the  Briti.s]i  Government,  is  now  rimning  between  North 
America  and  ICurope.  The  freight  stipulated  i.s  being  paid  regularly. 
Hew  Vessels — Stock  Transactions. 

Inasmiicli  as  the  demand  for  tonnage  will  he  enormous  after  the 
war  is  over,  and  as  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  enlarge  the  fleet  by 
having  new  sliips  huilt  on  account  of  the  almo.st  insurmountable 
dilHculties  in  obtaining  materials,  the,  company  decided  that,  an  soon 
as  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  it  would  make  arrangements  to 
.  as.sure  the  building  ot  new  vessels-  Considerable  funds  will  be  needed 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  company  tiierefore  proposed  to  increase  its 
capital  by  $1SOH.OOO.  The  emission  was  a  complete  succes,s  and  en- 
abled the  company  to  set  aside  $2,160,811  as  a  special  reserve.  A 
contract  was  also  signeil  with  the  N.  V.  Wilton's  Machine  Works  & 
iShipbuilding  Yards  for  the  building  of  the  ships  as  soon  as  the 
■  war  is  over. 

The  shai'os  in  the  Holland- America  Co.  owned  by  American  con- 
cerns were  talten  over  by  a  Dutch  combination  al  the  end  of  the 
year  in  furtherance  of  Hie  company's  desire  to  withdraw  its  stock 
from  foreign  ownership. 

The  Holland -America  Line  has  taken  shares  in  a  Dutch  coal- 
mining company  and  in  one  operating  furnaces  and  rolling  mills. 
Fill  flier  mo  re,  it  has  promised  its  as.sistanco  to  the  municipality  of 
Kofterdam  in  sliaring  the  costs  of  improvement  of  the  Kotterdaui 
Waterway  and  tlie  Tneathe-Rhein  Canal,  and  to  (he  hospital  for 
tropical  diseases  to  be  erected  in  liotterdam. 
Kew  Bnildin^i— Profit  for  Tear. 

The  building  of  a  new  wing  to  the  offices  was  completed  during 
the  year,  and  new  sheds  on  the  I^ekha\en  were  added.    The  company 
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has  in  the  course  of  erection  n  large  ^lieA*on  the  south  side  oi  the 
Rynhaven.  the  building  of  which  is,  however,  considerably  retarded 
■  by  the  difficulties  in  obtaining  building  materials. 

"The  profit  for  tlje  year  1917  aiuoiims  to  ip;i,»i)8,4'*4.  After  deduct- 
ing expenses,  a  dorintion  to  the  fund  for  tlie  personuel,  and  reserva- 
tions for  interest  ah^  war-profit  taxes,  a  dividend  of  -25  per  cent  was 
declared.  ' 


GROWTH  OF  HORWEOIAH  TELEGRAPH  BUSINESS. 
[Vice  CaDRnI  n.  a  Watcrmsn.  Ctirlslliir.nand,  Maj  3!).] 
The  number  of  telegrams  handled  by  tlie  Chrintiansand  office  in 
the  fiscal  3'ear  1916-17  was  more  than  double  tlic  number  handled  in 
the  pre-war  year  1913-14.  An  official  report,  just  published,  gives  the 
respective  totals  as  107,021  and  217,945,  there  having  also  been  steady 
growth  during  the  intervening  years  as  the  following  table  shows: 


Jiscal  year. 

Doni=»;ic. 

Forci;n. 

Sent, 

RMSivod, 

.OM. 

Recclvod. 

311,822 

K.  KJ 

i9;n8 

' 

MeiMges  between  Norway  and  Forei^  Countries. 

In  the  exchange  of  telegrams  between  Xorway  and  foreign  coun- 
tries there  has  also  been  a  large  increase,  with  the  single  exception 
of  Germany,  where  business  fell  off  more  than  half.  The  total  num- 
ber of  telegrams  exchanged  witli  foreign  countries  in  lOlG-17  was 
approximately  1,7(X),000,  contrasted  with  1,500,001)  in  1013-14,  the 
principal  countries  participating  in  this  exchange  being: 


Countrios. 

,.,.-„ 

IBIB-IT 

Coun.nc. 

19IJ-14 

Iflli-IT 

rniwd  SUtes 

173,  OM 

4I.IW 

WOOD 

BRAZIL  TO  IMPROVE  TELEGRAPH  SERVICE. 
[Vice  Confol  Klchnrd  P.  Momsen,  Rio  dc  Janeiro.  Maj-  24.) 
The  President  of  Brazil  has  authorized  the  opening  of  a  credit  of 
COO  contos  (about  $150,000  American  currency)  to  the  account  of  the 
Minister  of  Transportation  and  Public  Works,  in  addition  to  the 
1.000  contos  (about  $250,000)  that  was  authorized  by  decree  of 
Kovember  8,  1917,  to  be  expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  tele- 
graph service  in  Brazil.  This  additional  sum  has  been  found  neces- 
sary owing  to  unforeseen  expenditures  incident  to  the  improvement 
of  the  service,  as  well  as  to  the  greater  efiiciency  of  comnumication 
between  the  States  of  Brazil  required  for  nalioiiul  defense  in  time  of 
war. 
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HEW  CANADIAN  FEED  STANDARDS. 

tConnul  Felli  S.  S.  JolinsoD,  Kingston.  Oiiltrlo,  June  ^4.]  ■ 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  stock  fccils  last  winter,  steps 
hii^e  been  taken  by  the  Organ! jsation  of  Ec^oiftres  Committee  to 
place  a  standard  stoek  fobd  on  the  market.         >■* 

The  millers  have  consenPed  to^act  as  import?i;a' of  the  inf^rodieiits 
and  as  manufacturers  and  distributers  of  the  feeds,  and  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements.  The  price  at  which  the  feed  is  to  be  sold 
will  be  determined  from  time  to  time  by  a-joint  committee  composed 
of  two  representatives  of  tlio  millers,  two  members  of  the  comniittee, 
and  the  assistant  Deputy  Minister  of  Agricidture,  who  is  to  be  chair- 
man. 
Terms  of  the  Agreement. 

Under  the  contract  the  millei-s  agree  to : 

Piircliasc;  tbc  various  iiigreilioiitf!  cntCTlng  into  (he  prppornlion  of  (lie  feeds, 
according  to  tti«  formulfe  prefer iije<1,  to  llie  Itosl  lulvantHt^  und  fi'oui  sources 
to  be  approved  by  the  commiltec. 

Assemble  tite  same  at  con\'enieiit  warehouses  or  plnws  of  storage,  and  there 
mix  and  prepare  tlie  feed  according  to  the  approved  fcriiiula?. 

Store  the  same  iwnding  snle  and  delivery- 
Sell,  ship,  and  distribute  the  same  only  fo  such  famiers'  orBanlzations  or 
such  other  i>ersoiis  as  shall  be  approi'ed  by  the  comuilttoe. 

At  all  times  maintain  tlie  standard  and  gimlity  of  the  feeds  according  to  the 
formula}  supplied. 

Permit  representatives  of  the  commitioe  to  liavp  frw  access  lo  the  Iwoks 
and  wHi-cliouses  so  as  to  see  that  tiie  contract  is  beitij;  properly  carrlfnl  out. 

Furnisti  to  tlie  committee  monthly  statements  of  the  quantities  puri^as<ed, 
.'wid.  or  distributed  by  each  of  tlie  millers  and  llio  quantities  ou  hand,  whether 
prepai'ed  or  otherwise. 

Sell  tlic  feeds  at  a  cash  price  not  to  exceed  $5  a  ton  over  tJio  actual  delivered 
cost  of  the  ingredients.  An  additional  charge,  .satiufnctory  to  the"  cainroittcc. 
may  be  made  where  credit  is  giyen  or  carrlagv  senice  rendered. 

Furnish  tlie  committee,  when  demanded,  with  snmiiles  of  the  feed  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  analysts. 

The  committee  agrees  to : 

Approve  such  sources  of  supply  of  tlio  ingi-edieiit^i  as  may  seem  proiier  to  It. 

Arrange  tlmt  such  ingretllonts  may  Iw  esporlwl  fr<nii  the  t.'nited  Slides  and 
imported  Into  Canada. 

Itecommend  and  guarantee  lo  consumers  tlie  qunlily  of  the  feeds  and  the 
food  values  thereof,  according  to  the  formula;  approved  by  the  Ctotario  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

Recommend  and  assist  la  every  reii:<(inal)le  «iiy  llu'  millers  in  the  sale  of 
the  feeds. 
Approved  Formulae  for  Cattle  and  Swine  Feed. 

The  approved  formula  for  dairy  cattle  ration  is:  Fifty-four  per 
cent  of  the  total  feed  must  be  ma<le  up  of  three  or  four  of  the  fol- 
lowing feeding  stuffs:  Oil  cirfte,  cottonseed,  soya  bean,  and  velvet- 
bean  meal  ana  gluten  feed,  the  last-named  containing  not  less  than 
18  per  cent  protein;  provided,  however,  that  not  more  than  20  per 
cent  of  the  total  feed  shall  bo  made  from  any  one  of  these  feeds. 

The  balance  of  the  feed  shall  contain  sufficient  hominy  or  coiii 
to  make  15  per  cent  of  the  total  feed  and  one  or  more  of  the  follow- 
ing: Corn,  barlev,  or  oat  feed,  beet  pulp,  wheat,  bran,  and  any  other 
feeds  thiit  may  #rom  time  to  time  be  approved  by  the  Feed  Commit- 
tee, provided  also  that  the  completed  feed  shall  contain  not  less  than 
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24  per  cent  of  criid*  protein,  4.o  per  cent  of  crude  fat,  and  4.5  por 
cent  of  sohible  cix-Hohydrates,  and -not  more  than  10  per  cent  of 
cnide  fiber."  ^ 

The  swine  ratiop  must  consist  of  Kt  least  G  per  cent  of  tankage.  20 
per  cent  of  wheat  or  rye  shorts,  33  per  cent  of  com  or  hominy.  Tho 
balance  of  the  feed  shall  be^juiniie  up  of  one  or  more  of  the  following: 
Com,  barley,  wheat,  bran,  or-any  other  feed  that  may  from  time  to 
time  be  approved  by  the  Feed  Committee,  provided  also  that  the 
completed  feed  sliall  not  contain  less  than  16  per  cent  of  crude  pro- 
tein, 4.5  per  cent  of  fat,  and  not  more  than  6  per  cent  of  crude  fiber. 


CONSUHPTIOir  AHD  FBODTTCTIOIT  OF  BEER  IN  SEHHABK. 

[Consiil  B.  L.  Agerlon,  Copfuhaeen.  J 
The  beer  produced  and  consumed  in  Denmark  is  divided  into  two 
classes  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  and  statistics,  viz,  strong  and  weak 
beer.  The  strong  kind  includes  all  beer  the  alcoholic  contents  of 
which  is  more  than  2J  per  cent,  and  the  weak  kind  is  such  as  con- 
tains 2J  jwr  cent  or  less  alcohol. 

The  production  of  strong  beer  in  1917  amounted  to  about  27,367,000 
gallons,  compared  with  about  31,383,000  gallons  in  1910.  During  the 
vears  1011-1915  the  average  annual  production  was  27,367,000  gal- 
Ws,  or  the  same  as  for  the  year  1917. 

The  consumption  of  strong  beer  in  Denmark  in  •1917,  i.  e.,  the 
amount  taxed  for  domestic  consumption,  was  26,265,000  gallons;  the 
difference  between  the  production  and  the  consumption  is  due  partly 
to  waste  in  bottling,  but  mostly  to  exportation  and  sale  to  ships.  Of 
the  total  consumption  of  strong  beer  for  the  year  1917,  only  1^42,000 
gallons  were  keg  beer  and  the  remainder  was  bottled  beer. 

The  production  of  weak  beer  amounted  in  1917  to  32,836,000  gal- 
lons, compared  with  36,798,000  gallons  in  1916  and  an  average  of 
38,833,000  gallons  during  the  yeai-s  1911-1915.  These  figures  do  not 
include  home-brewed  beer,  about  which  there  are  no  statistics,  but 
which  is  supposed  to  be  comparatively  insignificant.  The  consump- 
tion of  weak  beer  was,  each  year,  about  2,640,000  gallons  less  than 
the  above  figures  for  pi-oduction.  The  difference  in  production  and 
consumption  is  caused  by  export  and  sale  to  ships  and  a  slight 
wastage. 
IcDdcncy  to  Consnme  the  lighter  Been. 

During  a  number  of  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  toward  con- 
sumption of  the  lighter  beers  rather  than  the  ordinary  higer  beer. 
Also,  during  1917,  all  boer  was  of  a  decided  lighter  alcoliolic  content, 

duo  to  a  lack  of  the  necessary  raw  materials  for  brewing. 
Tlie  average  annual  consumption  of  beer  of  ail  kinds  j)er  person  in 

Denmark  during  the  years  li)ll-191.'>  was  24  gallons;  for. 1916  it  was 

2H  gallons;  and  for  iOlT  it  was  19.8  gallons. 
.  The  latest  available  import  statistics  are  for  the  year  1913.    The 

import  of  beer  is  reckoned  by  weight  rather  than  by  capacity  or 

volume.     In  1913  Denmark  imported  iri,210  pounds  of  bottled  beer 

and  188,930  pounds  of  keg  beer.  ■ 
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ZHPOSTANT  LEQISLATIOH  AFFECTING  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 
SEEVICE. 

The  general  liclithoiif^e  iiot  appioved  June  20,  1^18,  contains  pi-o- 
visions  of  miicli  import  a  nee  to  ttie  Lighthouse  Sotvice,  including  a 
retiiTinent  system  for  all  oi'  tliD  field  force,  and  more  equitable  com- 
penHation  for  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  lighthohse  districts,  whose 
designation  is  changed  to  superintendent  of  lighthouses,  and  for 
the  light  l<eepers,  as  well  as  other  much  needed  relief  for  the  latter. 

The  retirement  system  provided  permits  optional  retirement  at 
65  years  for  those  having  30  years'  active 'service;  retirement  compul- 
soiy  for  employees  70  years  and  over,  and  applies  to  all  employees 
in  the  field  service  and  on  vessels  except  those  continuously  employed 
in  district  offices  and  shops.  The  retirement  pay  is  one-fortielh  the 
average  annual  pay  during  the  last  five  years  of  service  times  the 
number  of  year.s  spent  in  nctixe  service  in  the  Lighthouse  Service  or 
some  other  branch  of  the  Government  which  has  a  retirement  sys- 
tem, not.  exceeding  in  any  case  thirty-fortieths  of  such  average  an- 
nual pay. 

The  designation  of  the  t>flicers  in  cliarge  of  lighthouse  districts 
heretofore  known  as  lighthotise  inspectors  is  changed  to  superin- 
tendent of  lighthouses,  and  their  compensation,  except  in  the  third 
district,  is  increixsed  from  #2,400  to  S3,000  per  annum. 

The  limit  for  the  average  pay  of  light  keepers  is  increased  to  $840 
from  the  i^COO  irt  which  it  was^ixed  by  law  51  years  ago.  The  com- 
mutation for  ratione  for  light  keepers  is  increased  from  30  to  45  cents 
per  day.  and  authority  is  given  to  pay  traveling  and  subsistence  ex- 
penses of  teachei-s  while  actually  employed  by  States  or  private  per- 
sons to  instruct  the  children  of  Jteepers  of  lighthouses. 

The  s«le  of  publications  of  the  Lighthouse  Service  is  authorized, 
including  the  allowance  of  a  commission  for  such  sales, 
special  Works  Anthorlsed.  * 

The  following  special  works  in  the  Lighthouse  Service  are  author- 
ized by  this  act,  but  appropriations  for  these  have  not  been  made 
except  as  noted 

I.lglithousc  tuukr-  mid  liRlit  \t-*M.ls:  Tii  i-e{^acc  (ilil  vcsSols JTGU.OOO 

Ambrose  (liHUii  1,  N    i      Iniproimietits  iii  lislitliig '2G.<)00 

Note.— .\piiroiiintioii  miule  In  siiiKlry  civil  ni^roprlatlon  nrt  for 
1010. 

N'autucket  Bieikmloi   Ma't"     A|)iim|)i-iatimi  of  $13,000  madi'  amll- 
ablc  for  eleetilcalli  operated  foR  bell. 
Statcn  Island  LlRhthoHse  Depot.  N.  Y. :  IinproviDg  and  extcndini; 

wharves CD.  000 

Stntcn  Island  Lighthouse  Deiiof,  N,  Y, :  KxteiidUig  and  enliirginR  ma- 

ehloo  SbOI>: 30,000 

JiH.'  FIoiB,-*?!-  Slioal,  Del. :  Oas  buoys  ntid  hnprovinj!;  aids 40, 000 

■KoTt:.— Uiiexpeiulwi  lialnuce  of  ap[)ropriatlou  of  ?40.000  made  June 
30,  1016.  made  available  tor  (his  puriioso  liy  sundry  civil  aiitiropHntion 
net  for  1910. 

I'ortfimoiitb,  Va.,  Fifth  I.lfrhthoiiKe  Dislriet:  Llghtliouse  deiMt 2TS,000 

Fifth  Lighthouse  District :  Gas  huoya  for  improving  aids  to  nnvlRatlon-  12ii,  000 

NoTK. — Slsty-five  thousand  dollars  &ir  this  item  appropriated  in 
sundry  civil  appropriation  act  for  1910.      * 

I'olomac  Hirer,  Md.  and  Vii.:  iLnproviiig  aids  lo  navigation  and  estab- 
lishing new  aids 95,000 
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Santl  IslaiMl  lAgbt  StntloD,  Ala.:  IniDrovemeuts $4ri,000 

Note. — Thirty- iievoD  tliousautl  dollars  for  ttiiti  itoui  nppmpiiiUtMl  In 
avnilr;  civil  approprlntlou  act  for  1010. 

NewOri«iii3,  Ln..  Elghtli  IJctithoasp  District:  I.iulitliiiii^to  ileiwir.--  _.    Sf.'im 
American  Virgin  Inlands:  IltetaliHshlng  nnd  liuproiliiK  a'ds  to  iiavt- 

saUoo t 1 50,000 

Spectade  Rwf  Llpht  Statiou,  Mlcli.:  Improvements 28,000 

KoTc— Apiir<vriati<ui  made  lit  Honclry  cItII  appropriation  not  for  1019. 

StUatTs  RlTer,  Midi.:  Improremenls,  etc.,  aids  to  im\-lf;iitioi) (W.OOO 

I^es  WastiingtoD  and  UuIod,  Wasb. :  Establish tueiit  aiwl  lutilntcnnncc 
ol  post  iauteru  lights  ami  other  aids  to  navlRatioii. 

In  addition  to  the  appi'opriations  for  Kpt'cial  works  noted  nbove, 
the  sundry  civil  appropriation  act  for  1!)19  pi-ovidos  for  the  fol- 
lowing : 

livaDtaaaroo  Bay,  Cuba:  Keeiwrs'  dwellinn  iiii.l  iniprovinR  lif;litiiiK -514,000 

SecoTid  I.lKhthoMse  District:  Llglilhoiisp  dcpiit 85,000 

Detroit,  Mich.:  Lighthouse  ilei»ot 51,000 

KetcUkan.  Ala.sba  :  LlBhlliouRe  depot flO.OOO 

Aathorlty  for  corn  mutation  of  rations  for  mciiilMjra  of  field  worliiiiK  iiartii-s. 
Anthority  to  use  geaera!  aptiropriation  for  tiu'  reslimitirm  of  li;;lit  wlutioiis 
tod  depiits  ami  Ituildinpa  eouDccted  therewith. 

The  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  iipproprintion  act  provides 
for  one  additional  clerk,  office  of  Biii-enii  of  Lighthouses  at  Wash- 
ington, $1,400. 

Otlier  legislation  of  general  character  in  legislative,  eseeutive,  and 
judicial  act  not  affecting  Lighthouse  Service  exchtsively  inehtdes  in- 
cratFe  of  ooinijensation  for  nest  fiscal  year.  $120  per  aiiniini.  .suhjcct 
to  varioiiH  conditions,  Aiitliorizes  open-niavket  piircha.ses  not  to 
exceed  $25. 

TEASE  OPPOSTUAlTIES  IN  BBAZIL. 

IConml  Fclli  8.  8,  Johnson.  KInRxton.  Ontarin,  Ciinrnln.  Jnnp  10] 

The  following  statement  by  one  having  resided  for  niuiiy  years  in 
Brazil,  and  who  luade  a  study  of  trade  conditions  in  that  counlry, 
will  prove  of  interest  to  American  mannfaetiirers : 

Tl«t  there  in  on  excellent  ehante  for  the  devetopiuenf  of  traiiii  In  pii)es  mid 
BBcWoery  that  go  hand  in  hand  with  sewage  systeuis  ciiii  be  seen  fi'oui  the  tact 
that  there  is  not  a  single  sc^'age  dlq>osal  sjsteiti  hi  the  iulcrior  ot  llrazll.  The 
BWat  central  part  of  Urazil  is  the  least  kuosva  i)f  any  sc<'tiou  of  the  world. 
It  Ik  less  known  than  Africa.  It  Is  a  dark  couiitrj-  in  that  respect,  but  not  dark 
In  fbe  sense  that  It  Is  behind  in  modern  rcquireiuenls.  Groat  ipiaiitlties  of 
musical  instruments,  granioplioncs.  and  similar  itrUcIeK  were  solil  to  Brazil 
prior  to  the  present  war.  Jajtau  l.s  alive  to  the  opportuiitty  iliejv  and  lias  not 
been  losing  sight  of  the  clmoce  to  develop  her  trade. 

F«nn  liiiplemeots  are  wanted  in  Brazil,  eviilen,e  of  which  is  gleiiiieil  from 
tfcc  fact  tliat  all  duty  od  farm  Implements  has  been  remojxd  by  the  Government. 
Hie  peoi^  are  anstous  to  get  tlio  modern  implements  to  till  tiie  soil.  They 
iBiTe  become  thoroaghly  Imbued  with  the  necessity  of  ndopting  the  best  methods 
of  carrylDg  on  their  farm  industries.  Farming  will  be  an  lni|iortaut  Industry 
*itli  tlwm.  One  of  the  chief  branciies  to  whldi  they  are  devoting  their  atten- 
&o  Is  the  mlslng  of  live  stock.  The  duty  on  pure-hrcd  ealtle  and  horses  has 
b1s>  been  recnoTed  by  the  Government  In  order  to  encourage  stock  raising.  The 
people  are  n  meat-eating  people,  but  their  meat  is  largely  of  the  Hun-dricd 
rartety.  The  meat  is  cut  from  the  coreaBSes  of  tlic  lieef  In  limp  ftripx,  uprinkleil 
with  salt,  tiien  is  hung  up  on  a  pole  to  aun  for  BeiernI  hours.  After  it  Is 
tltoroai^y  cured  it  te  sold  in  the  markets.  Mlilloiis  of  people  buy  this  meat, 
irtleh  la  sold  at  16  cents  per  pound,  l-'resh  lieef  Is  sold  iis  v\ell,  the  price 
nmally  charged  being  10  cents  per  pouiul.  ,  --  i 
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SCANDINAVIAN  COOFEBATIOH  IN  FOWEA  SISTBIBITTION. 

ICommerctal  Agent  Normnii  I..  Andpi'son,  Copenhngen,  ppnmark.j 

An  niticlu  l»y  Hjnlmar  Cassel  in  the  Svenska  Dagbladet  (Stock- 
holm. SweJen)  on  Sciiiitlinavian  ccoperaticn  in  electric-power  dis- 
tribution hns  aroused  considerablb  interest  iind  occasioned  favorable 
newspaper  comment  in  all  three  Scandinavian  countries.  Mr.  Cassel 
jji-oposos  thnt  Denmark's  lack  of  hydroelectric  power  be  supplied 
from  the  plants  of  southern  Sweden,  in  order  to  do  which  Sweden, 
having  no  surplus  current  in  the  south,  must  arrange  for  procuring 
tin  ('<|iial  ([uaiitity  of  current  from  Norway.  (See  Commerce  Keport3 
for.lu-(0-'.  !018.p.  98-2.) 

In  the  Danish  industrial  magazine,  Tidsskrift  for  Indiistri,  Mr. 
Sam  Eyde,  the  founder  of  tiic  Norwegian  saltpeter  industry  and  the 
pioneer  in  modern  Norwegian  water-power  utilization,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing views  on  the  subject : 
BoTveElan  View  of  the  Project. 

To  trniisfor  elecirie  power  from  Norway  to  Sueileii  nnil  from  tliere  to  Den- 
limrk  Kcenis  to  Iw  ftoiiis  ovor  (lie  stream  to  feleU  wiitiT.  Sweden  will  prob- 
iil>ly  have  only  onoiipli  wiUer  power  for  Us  own  elecl rieir.v.  It  U  tUerefore  a 
question  of  wlictlier  Norway  will  be  uble  to  deliver  power  to  neighboring 
countries. 

It  must  be  borne  In  mini]  Hint  ensterii  Norway  lins  only  power  enough  for  Its 
own  neods.  In  fact,  plans  arc  lieing  liild  f<)r  Jmnsferrlng  power  (i-oni  western 
to  eaRtem  Norway,  wliere  are  found  inoat  of  the  cities,  the  xreatest  i>opi)tft- 
tion,  and  the  largest  Inclusti-los.  ns,  for  itistnnce.  In  the  districts  around  the 
Clirlatianln  Fjord.  There  the  power  sources  are  quite  limited  and  already 
partly  utlllxc<l,  as  In  Glomnuin.  Industries  ivqulring  a  large  imwer  conHRtniv 
tlon  win  tlu'ii'fiire  probably  liave  to  lie  referred  to  western  Noi'way,  even  such 
as  at  present  are  situated  in  eastern  Nnrway.  Eastern  Norway  will  have  to 
reserve  Its  power  for  lightliiK  purposes  and  common  electric  use. 

Tile  question  of  supplying  Norivny  with  electricity  Is  of  Immense  Importance, 
as  is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  war.  and  a  plan  is  now  being  worked  out  for 
supplying  the  country  with  electricity.  This  must,  .of  course,  lie  done  as 
i-atlonally  as  possible.  The  coal  prices  will  piMiinlily  remain  very  high,  though 
not  as  hiKli  as  during  the  war,  and  the  utlllsiatloii  of  water  power  will  be  both 
advantageous  and  nccossnry. 

Eastern  Norway  will  thus  linnlly  lie  able  to  give  any  iwwer  to  Rweilen  or 
rK'nmark.  It  would  have  to  come  from  western  Norway,  where  there  Is  an 
abundance  of  water  poiver,  Jylland  [Jutlautl),  In  Denmark,  should  iu  lUat  case 
be  RUiipUod  direct  from  tile  St*rliiiid  district  of  western  Nonvtiy  by  means' of 
cables  under  tlie  Kkngerrak.  There  are  no  apparent  lechnical  dldicuitles  In  the 
way.  SJa'lland  [Zenlandl,  In  Peiimark,  nnd  the  Islands,  however,  would  best  be 
supplleil  via  Sweden.  In  this  resiiect  the  proposed  Swedish  plans  are  con- 
curi-ed  with. 
Idea  Hot  Hew — A  Sure  Source  of  Income. 

This  idea  of  Norway  sapiilylng  Sweden  and  Deninarh  with  electric  power  Is 
not  new.  t'lflcen  years  ago  the  qnesiUin  of  delivering  elei-ii-leity  to  the  i.iote- 
iMjrg  district  from  the  Vanmia  Falls  (in  (Slonuiieu,  Norway)  was  taken  up.  The 
extension  of  the  Trollhilttun  Palls  was  not  made  at  that  time.  However,  a 
eoncesslon  law  for  water-power  plants  was  passnl  wlilch  killed  every  possibility 
for  "export"  of  electric  imwer.  This  law  still  exists,  hut  it  will  liardly  stand 
In  the  way  of  power  transfer  to  the  aelrfdiorlng  countries  in  the  aid  of  n 
Scandinavian  selMielp.  It  is  iim-essary  tluit  the  Scandinavian  coimtries,  after 
the  war,  to  the  greatest  jiosstbte  extent  cooiicrate  la  order  to  mutually  support 
each  other  wiih  the  means  at  Ihelr  disixisnl. 

As  far  as  rh'ninark  Is  coni-ernetl,  the  |H>wer  question  will  lie  of  considerable 
tiniiortaiiep  for  its  ftiluiv  tPi'hiilcal  and  Indus! rhil  development,  and  If  Norway, 
for  instance,  i-oiild  supply  2(J(i,iMK)  or  300,000  horseijowei— wiilch,  It  is  believed, 
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It  Tery  wen.  ewuM  do  and  still  iiave  eiiougli  for  Its  'iwii  usa--  this  nntil:!.  r.f 
niursp,  l«  oE  the  grt-ateRt  iiiipordiiit'e  for  Dciiiiiark. 

If  fte  question  Is  nwked  wlipther  Nonviiy  Itsi'lf  wfiiiii!  m.t  !«■  iihlc  1"  ii>it>  nil 
iis  power  resources,  it  should  he  said  that  there  must  bo  .'iiiiiie  ]n-i)|i(irtion 
bctnwQ  the  liiiluatry  of  u  cimutry  uiiO  lis  other  tradi'S.  Dfvi-loiuiiciit  ^1l'>llllI 
not  he  ODe-sUIed.  There  ore  the  grootest  exi*pctjitii>iis  f'lr  hidustrlnl  ilcvi'loji- 
mem  In  Norway,  but  the  above  view  sliould  Iw  taken  with  n'pird  to  nmny  of 
the  new  plans  for  larjre  Itnluslrles,  espeeinlly  xiich  us  havi>  licen  horn  of  the 
H'sr.  CoDsequeully  there  will  be  Id  Norway  a  certuin  Ihnit  to  liiiliiKivial  enter- 
prise, and  therefore  iio  (rflistacles  in  the  way  of  iwn^r  ex|>orl.  Oil  the  cimtniry, 
suoli  an  eiport  would  be  one  of  tlic  surest  sources  of  income  that  i-ould  bo 
apsi!«l  for  the  country,  because  it  would  lie  iiidependent  of  all  fhictiiatlnnB. 
Norwaj's  export  of  iwwer  to  Denuinrk,  for  example,  would  never  he  more  Ihnn 
a  port  of  Denmark's  consumption  and  would  naturally  cover  the  nioro  fljied 
{utrte  ot  it  Snch  a  supply  arrangement  would,  however,  retiuire  a  reserve  plant, 
as  fl  <*riBlu  danger  to  the  cables  must  alwnys  be  reckoiiod  with ;  but  ilie  lielter 
the  XorwKflan  power  utillzattoii  and  distribution  is  tiie  Kii^altcr  thi>  risk  will 
te  as  a  consequen<*  of  the  giving  out  of  nn  individual  i>oWcr  wnij-ce.  Thus 
Dot  one  but  several  cables  should  be  laid  under  the  t^kagerrak. 

The  question  is  then  whetjier  it  will  be  a  [myitig  propoNltlun  from  a  Uunisli 
IMilat  of  view,  and  a  nini'e  rational  otiiizntlon  of  tlie  Danish  )h-iii  would  jii'iib- 
ibiy  he  a  teitture  of  this.  It  would  be  to  ndvantnge  It  represoiilotlves  from  the 
tbree  Scnndinavinn  countries  met  and  loohetl  into  a  plan  for  ibc  linnnclal 
possibiltics  of  Bii  Inter- Scandinavian  power  distribution.  Ak  a  matter  of  course 
such  plnns  could  not  !«  realised  until  nfter  the  wiir,  but  the  plans  and  iilter- 
nalLVcs  sboidd  be  discussed  and  preparallnnK  made. 
&  Danish  Opinion — Technical  mfflcultles. 

Tiie  above  statement  by  M.  Ejde  was  laid  bcfor*  Mr,  A,  11.  -Vii^jelo, 
manager  of  Nordsjsel lands  Electricity  &  Sttwt  Car  Co.,  C'opeiiliagen, 
in  order  to  get  a  Danish  view  o£  the  question.  Mr.  Anpelo  s  opinion 
carries  considerable  weight,  as  the  only  cxiwiience  ho  far  witli  sub- 
marine jwwer  transfer  has  been  gathered  by  the  company  for  which 
Mr.  Angelo  is  the  manager.    He  says : 

Whtn  the  idcu  of  an  inter- ticnndiua via u  electric  iKiwer  dlstriliuiSon  lias 
bwn  so  favorohly  received  by  Mr.  Hutwen,  chief  of  the  Itoyal  Water  FnlU 
Bnanl  lu  Sweden,  and  Mr,  Kyde,  the  foiiixler  of  the  saltpeter  industry  in  Xor- 
way,  it  is,  of  course  of  the  greiitest  sntisfnctlou  to  l^emnnrk.  whicli.  like  the 
otlier  Scandinavian  countries,  would  by  such  an  iin-angement  Ite  le^<sl  deiteiident 
00  prices  of  fuel  and  supplies  of  same  from  abroad. 

The  matter  lias  two  sides,  a  technical  ami  an  ccouomlc.  In  u  technical  n-sijcct 
the  question  will  be  whetiier  it  will  be  posiiblo  to  build  a  siibmnvlne  lilgh- 
mtage  phint  of  the  extent  necessarj'.  The  lai-gest  cable  plant  of  this  kind  so 
far  Is  between  Helsingborg  (Swe<len)  and  Uelsing^r  (Denmark),  nnd  it  has 
wuscil  no  great  difflculties,  everything  working  out  in  aceordiiuee  witli  the 
program.  But  it  will  be  mucli  more  diineult  to  lay  a  cable  under  the  Sliagerrak. 
Some  years  ago  ttiis  problem  would  have  been  considered  Inipossilile  to  solve, 
but  so  much  progress  1ms  been  made  of  late  years  with  regard  to  cables  that 
such  a  cable  plant  will  soon  protmbly  be  wlihiu  possihlilty. 

Then  comes  the  economic  side  of  the  mnttor.  As  it  will  !«  a  pliiut  to  Uie 
value  of  many  million  crowns,  the  interest  and  amortization  on  ilils  amount 
«!ll,  of  course,  Ije  considerable  annual  sums,  which  will  niuko  the  imported 
dectridty  more  espenslve.  The  qnestlon  Is,  then,  whether  tlie  electrlelly  pro- 
cured la  this  way  would  be  cheaper  or  more  expensive  than  current  produced 
inDoimark  by  cool.  Nothing  definite  can  ho  said  in  this  regard  iMjfore  it  is 
toown  what  the  plant  would  post,  what  the  exix>rt  price  of  the  electricity  would 
be,  nnd  what  will  be  the  price  of  fuel  after  the  war,  but  an  estimate  woulil 
seen  to  show  that  eloctric-power  transfer  on  a  lar^e  scale  from  one  of  the 
i»fc!hboring  couutries  would  be  economically  ntlvnntageous  for  Deumurk.  besides 
rendering  it  more  Independent  of  the  Importation  of  fuel. 

On  the  basis  of  the  Interest  shown  by  i>romlneiit  men  lu  the  f^candliinvliiii 
wtmtries  It  would  seem— as  suggested  by  M.  Eydi.'--th:il  it  would  In-  :i  i.'i>i>.l 
thing  (br  repreeentntivcs  from  the  throe  countries  to  meet  for  a  discussion 
of  the  matter. 
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CASTOB  on  PRODUCTION  IN  HAIAOA  SISTBICT.    - 

[Consul  Lauls  Ij.  Drp.vfuFi,  ]r.,  Malaga,  Spnlu.  Ma;  2S.) 

The  recent  doniiinil  for  castor  oil  for  motor  lubrication  has  stimii- 
hited  the  i>lantinj;  of  castor  boans  m  tlie  Malaga  consular  district  for 
making  castor  oil. 

Small  quantities  of  castor  oil  were  manufactiirod  in  Malaga  dur- 
ing the  first  months  of  this  year.  There  are  two  small  presses  of 
Dutch  manufacture,  with  a  capacity  of  about  1  ton  per  day.  owned 
by  one  of  the  largest  olive  oil  refining  firms  in  this  city.  While  the 
production  was  very  limited  because  of  the  lack  of  beans,  the  above- 
mentioned  company  expects  to  turn  out  about  CO  tons  of  oil  when 
this  year's  ci-op  will  be  harvested,  and  there  is  every  indication  that 
while  the  diimand  continues  tlie  production  will  be  considerably  in- 
creased. The  firm  in  question  is  making  ari-angements  to  obtain 
more  pi-esses  in  addition  to  making  considerable  efforts  to  stimulate 
the  production  of  the  raster  bean.  The  seed  is  offered  gratis  by  this 
company  to  farmers  who  will  sign  contnints  in  which  they  agree  to 
sell  to  the  camjianv  all  the  beans  raised  by  them  in  the  next  four 
years,  shelled  and  clried,  at  GO  pesetas  per  100  kilos  ($11,58  [normal 
exchange]  per  'iiiO  pounds). 
Cultivation  of  the  Plant. 

The  variety  of  plant  that  is  said  to  give  the  best  rcsnlts  in  this  sec- 
tion is  the  "  Iticinufi  sanguineus,"  which  retains  the  bean  in  the  pod 
nntil  it  matnrrs.  The  castor  plant  seems  to  grow  in  every  ^tind  of 
soil.  I^lenty  of  heat  and  a  certain  amount  of  humidity  are  required. 
Climatic  conditions  in  this  district  are  said  to  be  favorable  for  the 
cultivation  of  this  plant.  It  has  gmwn  without  cultivation  and  been 
considered  a  noxious  plant  in  this  vicinity,  where  it  was  commonly 
known  under  the  name  of  "infernal  fig  tree."  Tlie  planting  takes 
place  in  the  month  of  March.  The  beans  are  soaked  for  24  hours  in 
water  to  facilitate  their  germination,  and  at  the  same  time  this  elimi- 
nates the  nonfe.rtile  seeils,  which  float  .on  the  surface  of  the  water. 

The  plant  giows  rapidly.  From  seeds  planted  in  March  a  crop  is 
obtained  in  August  and  the  plant  roaches  its  full  production  in  three 
or  four  j'cai-s.  The  harvest  is  in  the  late  s\immer,  when  the  pods  are 
cut  and  taken  to  the  drying  ground.  When  exposed  to  the  sun  the 
pods  crack  open  and  the  beans  are  easily  extracted,  when  they  are 
ready  for  pressing. 

Another  compiiny  is  organizing  especially  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
gaging in  this  industry.  It  has  already  made  inquiries  for  obtaining 
machinery  from  the  United  States  for  the  extraction  of  10  tons  of 
oil  in  a  lO-hour  day.  At  present  propaganda  is  being  distributed 
demonstrating  the  advantages  of  propagating  (he  castor  plant,  the 
case  of  planting,  the  rapid  growth,  and  tlie  large  profits.  Contracts 
ai-e  also  being  made  with  the  farmers  whereby  the  seed  is  given  gratis, 
in  i-eturn  for  which  they  bind  thcmi-elvcs  to  sell  to  this  company  the 
whole  yield  for  50  pesetas  per  100  kilos,  net,  f.  o.  b.  Malaga  or  at  any 
other  point  on  the  railway.  This  price  is  to  continue  during  the 
European  war,  and  at  its  termination  a  new  agreement  will  be  made 
between  the  contracting  parties. 

ITlie  name  'if  Hip  two  ciimpiiTitps  ivfcirnl  ti>  ci\n  1k>  oUtniiieil  from  tlm  Bureau 
rtt  FiirelEn  niiil  I>iiiiii"itic  ( 'iniiiuerei.'  or  its  Uislrk't  or  cooiii'i-ative  offices  by  re- 
ferring to  nie  Ne.  KO'JH.J  ; 
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nn»U  TO.£NCOUItAO£  XH£  FI^NTIVQ  OF  AVABAM. 

[C«iiBUl  LoeUti  Mpmniineer,  Mn<lrn9.  Apr.  13.] 

The  Madras  Government  plans  to  encourage  ttio  systt'inatic  tiilti- 
valion  of  avaram.  the  bark  of  which  is  said  to  he  the  hi'fit  tanning 
«gent  for  the  girodncliun  of  .soft  and  good  leather  by  unsldlled  hibor. 
Avtmim  gi-oHs  oiiiy  in  southern  Indijt,  jind  it  is  because  the  tannei-s 
of  Aiti  region  have  available  supplies  of  this  excellent  tauning  uiLite-  ■ 
rial  that  South  India  hides  have  gained  their  present  high  position. 
A  press  cnninitinii]ne  on  this  subject  recently  issued  by  the  Mudras 
fioiTrnment  states: 

Tho  iii'eemiiieDCe  of  llio  Soutli  Indiu  tiuiiieries  \k  .Iiie  U>  llic  ftut  tlint  tho 
ai«mni  Imrk  is  perhans  the  best  tnnning  agi-nt  for  the  pfcMlufflim  nf  soft  nml 
jood  leatber  by  unskilled  labor  anil  la  found  only  In  Koulh  Iiulln.  It  la  not  diiu 
le  the  niiinlier  of  raw  hides  iiviilbiblo.  fur  most  nf  the  liUteR  <v)roc  fmm  North' 
Indii.  "niiiK  of  Ilie  two  raw  materials  required  for  taunlng^the  tniiniiit;  uxf>Di 
and  tlk'  tildes — South  India  posstesses  tlip  first  but  not  the  second,  while  North 
Imlla  possesses  the  second  but  not  the  first. 

Tutmerles  !n  northern  India  hnvo  licnni  working  for  flK'  liisi  yi'M-  lii  discover 
.1  (uimlnp  niixture  from  indlRenoiis  mnteriats  which  ciin  turn  nut  a  leather  lis 
B'hhI  as  avanuu-tanueU  leafher.  They  have  obtained  cscocdlnsly  cheap  inlx- 
tnnsi,  but  so  far  nothing  quite  so  good  as  avarnni.  They  have,  however, 
ubiained  surprlsingty  good  riisults.  and  this  makes  it  the  inoi'c  necessary  thiit 
dip  norninl  price  bo  much  reduced.  The  normnl  price  may  be  taken  (•  bo 
22  rupees  [ST.I.IJ  i>er  candy  of  500  pounds,  or  about  100  rupees  [$32.45]  per 
hng  tou.  and  t)io  smatlest  excitement  sen<1s  the  price  up  to  150  or  200  rupees 
[$W.05  or  K0J.S51  iier  ton,  when  it  is  t1)e  dearest  tanning  agent  in  the  world. 
It  therefore,  the  Sladras  ti'ade  is  to  survive,  the  normal  price  of  avarani  F^hould 
be  redui-ed  to  about  10  to  15  rupees  [$3.23  to  $4.S3]  |>er  candy. 

TliiM  Clin  only  he  done  by  pluntlng  nvaraw  like  coffee  and  tea  Instead  of  wan- 
ilerliiK  aftei-  it  over  miles  of  conntrj-.  Sown  in  rurmwa  3  feet  apart  It  grows 
into  a  ileDMe  pUintntion  which  can  be  cut  all  tiie  year  round  ami  should  yield 
[mm  2  to  4  candles  per  aci-e.  The  plantation  should  cost  very  liltic  to  maintain 
a*  ueilher  cattle  uor  goats  will  touch  this  shrub. 

Collectors  have  therefore  been  Instructed  to  take  Into  fiuornhle  cinsiderat ion 
appUcntious  for  lands  for  i^rowing  avaraui.  The  coniilllons  will  Ih'  as  follows: 
Xo  a.-Ketsment  will  tie  charged  for  the  first  four  years,  after  which  full  asscss- 
nirat  wilt  he  charge^l.  At  least  a  ciuarter  of  the  land  should  be  plant(><l  up 
every  year.  The  land  may  be  taken  over  by  the  Government  nt  any  time  without 
compensation  if  it  is,-  not  kept  under  uVnram.  The  district  roicst  oilicerK  are 
wHecting  seeil  in  many  districts. 


DEMAND  FOB  HOTOB  BOATS  IN  BBITISH  QVIANA. 

IConsal  George  E.  ChamlHTliiin,  <!porBolowii.  Juno  12.] 

A  request  has  been  receivetl  from  an  Americjin  firiu  for  infoniiation 
■;>  to  the  possibilities  for  the  sale  in  British  fiuinna  of  motor  lioats 
.and  marine  motors  of  the  internal  combustion  typo  after  the  war. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  British  Guiana  1ms  a  (wpulation  of  .only 
about  313,(MK),  tlic  demand  for  motor  boats  and  engines  i.s  somewhat 
limited.  The  largest  motor  boat  in  use  here  is  e(]uii>pc<l  with  a  120- 
horsepower  engine,  and  including  nil  sizes,  excepting  detachable  mo- 
lors,  there  are  from  40  to  50  such  boats  in  the  <'ol<my.  Future  de- 
velopment will,  no  doubt,  create  nioiv  of  a  demand  for  siicli  craft, 
W  not  to  a  gi-eater  extent  than  from  10  to  iiO  per  annum,  excluding 
(Ictacliable  motors  for  which  there  is  a  fair  demand. 

There  are  no  statistics  available  showing  the  imports  .if  motor 
iKjats  and  marine  engines,  consefptenlly  t!",-  ;il'ove  i'^  ^ii'udy  an 
estimate.  ^ 
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SATHro  IN  TI5  PLATE  E3FTECTED  BT  GREAT  BBITAHT. 

[CoDimerclsI  Attacb«  Philip  B.  Kenaedr,  Loudan,  Ha7  21.] 

Figures  supplied  by  the  British  Foreign  Office  attest  the  great  sav- 
ing that  is  being  effected  in  the  use  of  tin  plate  for  containers  in 
Great  Britain  through  the  use  of  salved  scrap.  The  Foreign  Office's 
statement  follows; 

Binniit  fJns.  In  1&13  the  trnde  used  12,000  tons.  This  yenr  tlicy  have  lidO  so 
far  515  tons.    For  tlie  rest  they  have  lo  use  old  tins  or  ga  without. 

Boot  poli&h,  etc.  In  1913  0,000  tons  were  used.  Thla  year  none  has  been 
nliotted  to  Ihpni  so  fur.  Thcj  liuve  to  work  up  acrap  tin  sent  bat-k  from  tha 
front  in  Franee. 

7'obacco.  The  trade  wants  about  Ifi.OOO  tons  a  year.  Tills  yenr  none  ha.s  been 
allotted  so  far  for  flvlllnn  trnde.    They  are  living  on  ohi  stocks. 

nomeatlc  tinware.  For  this  8,000  tons  were  used  in  1913.  At.L>re.sent  they  are 
only  allotted  7S0  tons  a  quarter. 

i'uint,  color,  and  rarnith.  In  1013  4,380  tons  were  used  in  this  trade.  So  far 
■  this  yenr  they  have  re<'elve<l  400  tons. 

Priiitinfi  ink.  la  1013  the  trade  used  237  tons.  This  year  they  have  so  for  re- 
ceiveil  31  tons. 


mPOKTS   OF  LITBBICAIIIS  HSU  SOAPS  INTO  HANKOW. 

[Consul  Gcncrnl  Edwin  3.  CunnlngliniD,  Ilaukow,  Cblna.J 
Lubricants  were  imported  into  Hankow  during  the  years  l^ilS  to 
iyi7  as  follows;  liH;t,  28r>,969  gallons,  valued  at  $fifi.l04.  United 
States  currency;  1914,  325,iH5  gallons,  vahie<l  at  $(13^11;  1015, 
281,181  gallons,  valued  at  $51,235;  Iftlfi,  475.989  paliouK,  valued  at 
$99,016;  and  1917,  409.118  gidlons,  valued  at  $124,773. 
Sonjjs  were  imported  into  Ilunkow  as  follows: 
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CHILEAN  FLOUR  FOE  VENEZUELAN  CONSUHFTION. 

[Consul  Uompr  Bcelt,  I.B  Gualro.  ViTciucla,  June  10.) 

A  steamer  that  recently  arrived  from  Colon  brought  7,000  bags  of 
Chilean  Hour  for  the  Venezuelan  market.  This  flour  is  said  to  be 
much  superior  in  quality  to  that  obtained  from  Colombia  wliicb, 
sincQ  American  flour  cea.sed  to  arrive,  has  been  the  only  kind  obtain- 
able. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  long  haul  and  the  transfer  and  storage 
charges  in  Colon,  the  Chilean  flour  costs,  duty  paid,  in  La  Guaira, 
170  b<)livars  per  sack,  or  a  price  equivalent  to  $33.80  per  barrel,  while 
the  price  of  the  Colombian  flour  is  equivalent  to  $38.60.  A^  both 
price  and  quality  favor  Hie  Chilean  product,  those  merehants  who 
have  large  stocks  of  Colombian  flour  on  hand  are  facing  losses.  This 
importation  was  eflected  by  the  Caracas  branch  of  an  American  firm, 
which  also  has  branches  in  Chile. 
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The  board  of  directors  of  fhc  Associa^'ao  CoDimercial  (Coiiiuier- 
cial  AaetMSfttion)  of  Rio  de  Jancdro  recently  sent  to  tlie  Minister  fit 
Agricnkure,  Indti^ry,  (ind  Commerre  a  prot«*  against  the  practice 
of  Felling  rarioas  kinds  of  oils,  some  of  which  are  said  to  he  hnrnifiil 
to  public  health,  and  which  are  being  marketed  as  "  oli\e  oil.''  In 
the  light  of  the  recent  decree  of  the  President  of  the  Bopublic  au- 
tLorizing  the  supervision  of  food  products  for  exportation,  the  Com- 
mercial Association  suggests  that  as  a  means  of  prot^tion  against 
aoBous  substitutes  every  barrel  of  oil  have  clearly  indicated  ufMtn  it 
Ihe  kind  and  quality  of  the  oil,  the  product  from  which  it  -nas  ex- 
tracted (that  is,  cotton  seed,  peamit^.  etc.) ,  and  fbe  name  and  address 
•it  die  Quinuf  acturer. 

The  further  suggestion  is  made  that  th«  analyses  and  instructions 
referring  to  food  pr«dncta  for  exportation  be  prepared  after  a  careful 
shidy  of  the  established  requirements  and  restrictions  of  the  coun- 
tries of  destination  rather  tlian  those  of  the  local  Institute  of  Chem- 
istry. In  justi fiction  of  this  I'cconimendation  reference  is  mado 
lo  tlio  fact  tliat  esijorts  of  various  Brazilian  })rGducts  (o  the  I'niUid 
States,  such  as  meat  and  c*ren!s,  are  naturally  restricted.  l>ecanse  of 
the  lack  of  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment. 

Otiier  South  American  countries  have  already  adopted  such  meas- 
ures to  avoid  the  restrictions  or  prohibitions  of  entry  on  llieir  ex- 
ported products  in  foreign  markets. 


INCREASES  STTUATRA  RUBBER  SHIFUENTS. 

ICooidI  llorac'  J.  Mrkliisnn.  [Ii'l[i(1''cl  »  vlci'  cuunsiil,  at  IliiUvLa.  .luvn.] 

ExportH  of  plantation  rubber  from  Belawan,  Deli  (Sumatni),  in- 
titased  from  16,418,000  pouiida  for  1916  to  ^8^*49,000  iKHindri  in  1917.. 
The  countries  of  destination  were  as  follows : 
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OFFICES  OF  THE  BUREAU  OP  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE. 


xtv  i< 


It* 


■Wro^i  lail   CariaakMie. 

tlKieO:  Mi  Frdtnl  BiUdl 

£T.  LeciS;  4«3  Tkud  NmUtul  8uk  Ball<UM(. 

Xn  OUZilffl:  lace  HUhtiU  BiBk  Balldlas. 

MRniSCISCO:  M7   ~ 


coorcaATiTE  nrntn. 

Cl\aK>'lTI:  rkinArr  o[  Cnmmnrr. 


LM  \:(CXL£S:  CliiiBbrr  ol  CDHcm. 
rHlLikDELraU :  Cbamhcr  >r  ComnFrFC 

Diitk  Amrrkmi  Krut,  Sou 
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TOKEIGIT  TSASE  OFFOBTTJNITtES.      ' 

ItPW^TPit  BfMrrsBfR  may  be  obtalnnl  froi  tb*  BarMti  find  It!  autrlet  ■>«  coo»er«f 
(Ire  oOcfB.  ItPiucBt  fcr  pai^h  nnportUDltj'  eboukd  be  on  a  wparale  Bbeet  and  H*te 
'  opporlnnltr  BDmber.  The  BareB.a  does  not  [urol^b  credit  ta.tlnsa  or  aispiqe 
n'apoDHlbirElj  ns  to  the  atandlDE  of  ton-iga  Inquirers ;  tbe  ufiiat  precaution*  sbould  be 
tahpa  In  nil  chws.  Symb->:B ;  *  Itcported  by  Amerlcaa  coDKolar  olBccra :  t  RpfKfftoil  by 
romtDGrcliil  atUebi^  anrl  commerclni  agenls :  X  Direct  iDqulrlcs  rccelred  by  Ibe  Uurcau. 
In  coniildprlna  Ibr  follairlns  "  vpportaaltlri"  apeolBl  r«K«rd  sboald  be 

had  to  Itar  Ibith  and  re's n In '■«•>■  KoveroInK  export   llcrusea  and  trsdlnK 

TtJIb  the  oneihif* 
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auBflr-ractcry  aappllea 

2713:^. • — A  number  of  Qi'mn  In  Clille  nre  dpslroiis  of  purcliasin);  sheep  shirts,  a 
cotton  HiK-k  la  wliich  ftOKcn  mutton  U  espoitwl.  A  sample  of  the  shirt 
eliowtni:  kitul  deslrcil  niiiy  lio  e^:iiuliiet1  nC  the  bureau  or  \t»  tlletrlct  oni(«9. 
(Itcter  to  file  No.  ItttSilT.)  'J'lie  ainiuMt  eoiisuiniitloQ  oi  suiU  shirts  by 
tlietie  flriiia  is  nlioiit  I,riU0,()OO.    (.'urrt?K|ioii deuce  umy  be  ia  (iDijIi-jh. 


27137,* — An  njrent  of  on  Amerlcnn  flrtti,  who  ts  irtntloiieil  in  Jltln^1)cn,  desires  to 
pHrph!i«e  iimchluery  for  tlio  iiinnurui'turn  of  I'oiirn.  Quotullcins  slioiilil  I>e 
Himie  (.  o.  b,  or  e.  I.  f.,  or  liiiidiil  on  flrnia'  own  tloL'ks  at  New  Vork  or  New 
llrk'iiiis.     (_\)n*eHiK>iKleii'?u  niiiy  Iw  En  Kugll.sh. 

27158.* — A  fii'm  In  the  Fivudi  West  Indies  <loslre!t  to  purobnse  aiul  secure  ex- 
clusive nKciicics  for  tlie  unle  of  supplies  for  suciir  fHctorU's,  lianhviire  of 
nil  kinds,  nnil  sliip  chandlery.  Qiintntions  slioiild  In-  ttmde  f.  n.  h.  New 
York.  ("orrpKiiondence  niny  he  In  Kniillsb.  Iteferences.  A  member  of  rbe 
Arm  will  be  in  New  York  during  July  wllb  wlunn  Interested  firms  may 
couimunlcute. 

27ir)n.»— An  nuenry  is  dcsii-ed  liy  n  niiin  in  Frnm-e  for  the 
Quotiitlons  Kliimld  lie  nmde  f.  o.  b.  port  of  slilpuieiiL 
Oorresiiotidence  may  be  in  Eufrllsli.    Itffereiico. 

27160.* — A  ninn  in  SwEtiwrlnnd  wishes  to  puivlinse  or  secure  nu  ngeney  for  Ihe 
BJile  of  nil  kinds  of  paper  for  nTiilnii,  lypewTliinB.  printluK.  «'mj)piug,  ctu. 
I'uyment  «i1!  Iw  made  by  cash  uKoiiist  dotiiments  or  aijency  termR.  Uor- 
reijpondeiice  iniiy  be  In  Epi;li8h,  but  French  Is  preferred.    ItefereuceH. 

271(tl,* — A  mnu  in  Italy  wialies  to  bny  ngrlculturnl  mncMnery  nnd  npiillanr^s 
and  chemiful  fertilizers.    Credit  will  bi-  opened  in  American  Imnks  for  pay- 
ment.   I-Istlmaie  of  frelstht  nil'^s  to  (.ienoa  should  be  jjiven.    Corresisjmleuce  * 
tuny  be  lu  lingllsli.    Hefei'eiicf'M. 

27102.*— An  nccncy  Is  deslreil  hy  o.  mnn  1i] 

of  all  kinds,  such  lis  vegetiibics,  mt-.it, 

In  Krit'llsh.    Itefen'nce. 
27103.*— A  ninn  In  Swl(/er1and  would  like  to  sivure  an  nKeiicy  f,.r  Ibe  sale  of 

plywooil  of  malioCTiny.  Ijircb.  etc.,  as  nsiil  in  ilie  manufacture  of  fnrnitnr^. 

motor  curs,  cabhit-t   ntakiiiK,  etc..   Ihlckiiess  of  from  3  to  10  tullllmetera. 

J'uyment  will  1h<  made  oy  casli  ajraltist  documents  or  agency  terms.    (Jor- 

i-eaiiondence  uiay  be  in  liuglish.    lieforences, 

27104.*— An  electrical  and  miM-lianical  Rnsineer  in  Fiance  wishes  to  secure  an 
aKency  for  the  sale  of  all  eiiH-irlcai  machinery  ami  nppliam-es,  maclduery 
for  IniuKC'boid  use,  washiiit  niJiclilusti,  etc,  '.'asli  will  be  iiald.  CurresiKind-. 
euce  may  be  lu  ]0ii};ilsh.    Iteference. 
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DAILY  COtRCIAS  AND  TSADE  KEPORTS 

im>  SAILT  BY  THE  BCREAU  OW  FOREIGN  AND  DOUESTIC  COUUERCB 

DEFARTMENT  OF  COHHERCE 

tut  Mia  br  tha  SuptriamJait  tf  DoeiiDeiuii  WuUii(Ma,  D.  C,  u  t2S<}  per  jar 


No.  160  Washingrton,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  July  10 

CON  TENT8. 
Frat   in    SIo    Paulo    dpslroj-s   planla-  Ita 


rartlil  eblpmcnta  on   export  lUcnsoH-  113      ActJnu  of  V 
Oimpcfnilt    roreMHt     on     the     late    of  " — "''    ~" 

pIbM 114  SOIUIITB 

Irilr  MUbllsliFs  tiffw   (ofid  DilDlslry--  114       Slum's   new   budid't    pHtlicut™ 

MncklpallT    owned    tek-phoBa   iTsicai  TcschlnR    ibe    Japaupic    lanftuase    1 

for  BarrooqiilllQ 116  Auatralia 

'"'■■-■-  n'  n^m-  of  B-'nuliolt  Ann 115      DemBncI  for  kali  itoi>da  In  Cuba 

lam  yur't  foBx  prodnctlon  In  Dutch  ...  .-. 


I'ropoaiili 


ieln..B  for 


I'anailbiii   eiport   embarKO   dd   tub ~ . 

Urn  and  Ifother IIT      K"r"li:n    trade    opporf  noil  Ian 1 

^nlTttlK  of  Norwegian  mineral  water  Offl.rx  of  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreien  and 
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FSOST  m  S&O  FAUIO  DESTB0T8  FIABTATIONS. 

[CablrsraiD  from  Consul  Robert  L.  Kelscr,  Sfto  Titula,  Braill.I 

Unusiial  freezing  temperatures  in  S5o  Panlo  have  ruined  the  young 
coffee  plantations  and  reduced  the  production  of  old  plantations  to 
an  estimated  50  per  cent  until  lOiil.  Majority  of  plantations  of 
sugar  cane,  castor  beans,  and  fruits  are  destroyed. 


PABTIAI  SHIPMENTS  ON  EXPORT  UCENSES. 

The  War  Trade  Board,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  l(i:>),  directs 
the  attention  of  shippei-s  to  the  fact  that  the  new  procedure  cover- 
ing partial  shipments  on  export  licenses  as  nnnonncod  in  the  Rnlea 
and  Regulations  of  the  War  Trade  Board  No.  2,  May,  1918,  will  bo 
operative  on  and  after  July  10,  1918.  This  procedure  was  first 
announced  ae  being  effective  June  1,  but  this  date  has  been  changed  . 
to  July  10  as  noted  above. 

Heretofore  partial  shipments  from  interior  points,  or  at  ports  of 
exit  where  the  license  itself  could  not  be  readily  presented,  have  been 
made  by  means  of  a  special  partial  shipment  certificate  sworn  to 
before  a  notary  public  or  a  certificate  of  transfer  di-awn  bv  a  col- 
lector of  customs.  The  use  of  these  forms,  E:\B-23  and  WTB-176, 
will  be  discontinued  and  on  and  after  July  10  partial  bhipments 
against  exixtrt  licenses  may  be  made  in  the  following  manner,  except 
in  instances  when  the  license  itself  can  Jjc  presented  at  the  port  of 
esit : 

The  shipper  will  prepare  a  shipi>er"s  export  declaration  in  qund- 
niplicate  and  will  indorse  upon  the  back  of  the  license  in  the  space 
provided  for  the  purpose  the  full  details  of  the  partial  shipment  he 
dearee  io  make.  He  will  then  pi-tsent  the  dcchinition  (4  co|»ics)  and 
the  license  (with  the  partial  shipment  indorsement  on  the  back)  to 
any  postmaster  of  the  first  or  second  class  or  to  a  collector  of  cus- 
toms. The  postmaster  or  collector  to  whom  the  papers  are  presented 
97876'— 18  il3  I 
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will  compare  tliciii  and  if  thev  agree  in  fact  that  olTicilil  will  counter- 
sign and  date  the  partial-shipment  indorsement  on  the  back  of  the 
license  and  will  stamp  all  four  copies  of  the  sliipper's  export  declain- 
tion  with  an  offioial  partial-shipment  stamp  and  sign  and  place  his 
seal  on  such  stamp.  He  will  then  return  the  license  and  all  four 
copies  of  tho  declaration  to  the  shipper.  The  collector  of  customs  at 
port  of  exit  will  allow  ttie  partial  shipment  to  proceed  upon  presenta- 
tion of  the  declaration  so  stamped,  sipned.  and  scaled. 

Shipjiei-s  located  in  cities  where  there  are  no  collectors  of  cus- 
toms, but  wliei-e  tlie  past  offices  arc  of  the  first  or  second  class,  may 
communicate  with  tlieir  postmaster  and  ascertain  at  which  iwst- 
office  station,  if  more  than  one,  and  at  which  window  this  service 
will  be  rendered.  The  attention  of  shippers  Js  called  to  the  fact  that 
postmasters  in  cities  wherein  are  located  collectors  of  customs  will 
not  exercise  this  authority.  Shippers  in  siieh  cities  may  apply  to  a 
collector  of  customs. 

OILAPEFaiTIT  TOSECAST  ON  THE  ISLE  07  PINES, 

[Consulnr  Agent  fl™r«c  A.  M.iklnson.  Nupva  Goroua,  IbU-  uf  Piii.'s,  Wi-sl  Inilii'u,  Jiin^  35.) 

The  present  grapefruit  crop  is  extremely  &muU,  experience*!  foie- 
casters  estimating  it  at  40  per  cent  of  the  normal.  Ciimutie  condi- 
tions throughout  the  past  tew  months  have  been  fa\orallle  and  the 
groves  present  a  healthy  appearance,  but  as  early  ns  last  Maroli  it 
oecame  apparent  that  the  usual  prolific  bloom  was  lacking  and  th^ 
Wie  yield  would  be  far  below  the  average. 

The  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  the  present  unsatisfactory  show- 
ing may  be  in  large  part  directly  attributed  to  the  devastating  effects 
of  the  hurricane  of  last  September,  which  serioiislv  loosened  the 
trunks  in  the  earth  and  in  many  cases  severed  the  delicate  end  ix>ots 
of  the  trees.  The  constantly  increasing  scarcity  of  potash  fertilizer, 
coupled  witli  l.ho  unprecedented  rise  in  the  price  of  game,  hare  also 
luui  most  serious  effeets  upon  the  yield.  In  numerous  instances 
grove  owners  of  limited  means  have  been  obliged  to  .sharply  curtail 
llieir  outlay  for  chemical  nutriment  and  many  small  but  neverthe- 
less promising  orcliards  have  been  completely  abandoned  for  tlie 
same  reason. 

An  inspection  of  tlie  ripening  fruit  shows  that  it  is  of  excellent 
quality  and  appearance,  free  from. surface  blemishes  and  rust  mite. 
The  fruit  is  now  rapidly  filling  out,  and  it  is  expected  tliat  initial 
shipments  will  be  made  to  northern  markets  about  September  1, 
1918.  •     , 

ITALT  ESTABLISHES  NEW  FOOD  lONISTBT. 

tCoDEul  General  David  F.  Wllber,  Gcnon,  June  8.1 

By  a  royal  decree  of  Juno  3,  1918,  a  Ministry  for  the  Supply  and 
Consumption  of  Food  was  set  up  in  Italy  "  for  the  duration  of  the 
war  and  for  one  year  after  the  conclusion  of  peace."  The  new  minis- 
try will  have  charge  of  the  supply  (both  domestic  and  foreign)  and 
distribution  of  foodstuffs,  to  this  end  taking  over  the  functions  of  tlio 
Commissary  General  and  those  of  tlie  Ministry  of  the  Interior  that 
relate  to  food. 
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mnnCIFAIXY  OWHED  telephone  STSTEH  FOS  BAARAHaTnUA. 

[Vt<:e  CoDSUl  Jobn  A.  Dunn,  Barraaqullla,  rolombla,  Junv  10.] 

The  municipal  council  of  Barranquilla.  Colombia,  has  just  pto- 
mulgated  a  decree  by  which  it  in  proposed  to  form  a  joint-stock 
corporation  to  construct  and  operate  a  new  teleplione  system  in 
Barranqninn. 

The  telephone  concession  of  the  present  operating  company  ex- 
pired about  three  years  ago,  but  the  company  is  still  operating.  The 
service  is  antiquated  and  the  system  is  oj^eratcd  far  beyond  its 
ordinary  capacity. 

Although  previous  efforts  have  been  made  to  establish  a  new 
system,  thoy  fell  through  on  account  of  opposition  and  adverse 
propaganda.  The  pi-eaent  project,  however,  is  the  first  one  proposed 
DV  the  municipality  itself  and  stands  an  excellent  chance  of  being 
put  through  as  tlie  terms  of  subscription  for  stock  are  very  reason- 
able. 

Tlie  outstanding  features  of  tlie  present  proposition  are  the  fol- 
ioffing : 

A  stock  company  to  be  organized  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  Co- 
lombian currency  (at  present  the  Colombian  dollar  is  worth  $1.18 
.\merican  currency),  divided  into  10.000  shares  of  $10  each,  of  which 
(be  municipality  will  siibscribo  4,500  shares,  or  $45,000,  thus  giving 
it  control  of  the  company.  The  stock  will  bo  paid  for  as  follows: 
Twenty  per  cent  initial  payment,  the  balance  to  be  paid  in  amounts 
to  be  determined  by  the  board  of  directors,  but  in  no  case  to  be  less 
than  $1  monthly.  Ten  per  cent  of  tlic  not  profits  will  ba  placed  to 
the  rewrve  fund  every  six  months.  The  low  of  HO  per  cent  of  the 
capita)  will  result  in  automatic  termination  of  the  enterprise.  No 
imiividual  stockholder,  except  the  municipality,  may  hold  more  than 
150  shares.  Fifteen  years  after  commencing  operations  the  munici- 
pality will  have  the  right  to  buy  up  the  total  outstanding  shares, 
paying  their  par  value  phis  10  per  cent.  If  during  this  15-year 
period  tlie  dividends  do  not  amount  to  12  per  cent  of  the  invested 
capital  the  municipality  will  pay,  from  the  reserve  fund,  aside  from 
the  par  value  plus  10  per  cent,  the  difference  necessary  to  bring  the 
total  dividends  up  to  12  per  cent  annual.  Any  excess  of  dividends 
over  12  per  cent  annual,  after  deducting  the  10  per  cent  net  profit 
reserve,  will  belong  to  the  municipality. 

There  arc  at  present  alxiut  .^OO  telephones  in  the  city  which  pay  a 
flat  rate  of  $i..'>0  per  month. 


CHANGE  OF  NAME  OF  BANaXOK  FIRH. 

[Vice  CollBIll  Cnrl  C,  llanKPO.  UariBknk,  Slnm] 

The  Siam  Forest  Co.  (Ltd.)  has  notified  tjirough  the  Bangkok 
press  that,  as  from  April  1,  lOlS.  the  company's  name  has  been 
ctanged.  and  that  the  firm  will  henceforth  do  business  under  tho 
name  of  the  Anglo-Siam  Cofponition  (Ltd.). 

Tlie  nationality  of  this  company  is  Briti-^li,  with  head  office  in 
IxHidon.  Extensive  le-iiscs  of  Sinir.'s  teak  forests  are  held  by  this 
firm,  which  also  conducts  an  imiiort  and  export  business,  and  acts  as 
agent  for  American  shipping  companies  and  reprorcnts  several  United 
States  manufacturers. 
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L&ST  YEAE'S  COFFEE  PSODUCTION  IN  DUTCH  EAST  IHIOEa. 

[L'oiiMil  Jluiiiio  i.  Dii-kUiwu.  ilftallcU  as  vLw  tiiu-iu],  it  BataTlu,  Jnvn.) 

TUe  following  Ggui'e»  give  the  pitKiiiftion  of  coitee  in  NL'therJands 
Indies  for  tUo  yciirs  liilG  nnd  11)17.  The  figini's  Imvo  been  taken 
from  the  19iS  eilitiun  of  Cotfte  Statistics  of  tlie  Netlierliuids  Indies, 
published  by  Ihc  firm  of  Gijyehiiiin  &  Steiip  juKl.tlu'  N.  V.  Teclunisch 
Bureau  Verlioop,  both  ai  Bavaria. 

It  v/in  be  noted  tliat  there  has  been  a  cousideritbLe  decrease  in  pro- 
duction during  li)17  as  compared  with  191C,  particularly  coltee  gi-own 
on  Government  estates.  Marked  decreases  arc  to  be  noted  m  tlie 
production  of  Java  coffee  ou  private  estates,  llie  production  of 
robusta  coffee  increased  in  the  lai-ger  producing  districts,  although 
tlic  figures  for  the  total  production  show  a  decrease  of  some  3,000,000 
pounds  in  1917  as  compai'ed  with  1916. 
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STOGX-COHPAinr  BECaSTKATIOHS  IST  ISSIA. 

[iQiBan  (tlov^rnniont)  TiaJc  Jonroal,  May  17.] 
Stock-company  registratiMis  in  India  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  191&,  numbered  27S,  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
$d9^09,450,  as  against  184  C4)mpanies  with  $55,987,450  of  authoiized 
capital  in  1916-17.  Tlie  following  statesi^nt  shows  the  trend  of  reg- 
i^atious  in  i-ecent  j'cars : 
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It  will  be  seen  that  as  compand  with  1913-14  there  was  in  1914-15 
a  considerable  falling  off  in  the  number  and  autlwrized  capital  of 
new  ccanpanies  registered,  owing  to  (1)  the  stringent  provisions  of 
the  Indian  Compaures  Act  which  eauie  into  effect  en  April  1,  1914, 
some  of  the  flotations  of  1913-14,  especially  auioug  the  banking,  in- 
surance, navigiilion,  and  cotton-uiaiiufactiiring  companies,  having 
been  made  in  wder  to  Like  iidvantage  of  tlie  milder  registration  law 
then  in  force;  (2)  the  banking  cri:iis  in  1913-14  fofloivcd  by  (3)  the 
financial  sti'ingency  due  to  war.  Since  1914-15-  there  has  been  a 
steady  increase  both  iu  the  number  of  companies  and  in  the  aggre- 
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pile  authorized  capital  as  also  in  the  average  aiithorized  capital  per 
company,  although  the  record  of  1913-14  has  not  yet  beun  reiiched. 
CUuiAcation  of  Hev  ITndertakliigt. 

Tlie  various  classes  of  companies  that  were  registered  in  British 
India  and  the  Mysore  State  during  the  five  years  ending  witji  1917- 
18  ire  shown  in  the  table  which  follows : 
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CUTADIAN  EXFOBT  EHBABOO  ON  BUBBER  TIBES  AND  LEATHEB. 

ITinrer  an  order  in  council  of  June  15,  published  in  the  Canada 
Oazefte  of  the  29th,  the  exportation  from  Canada  of  leather,  nn- 
dressed  nnd  dressed,  is  prohibited  to  all  destiniitinns  except  nnder 
license  iasiied  by  the  commissioner  of  customs  at  the  request  of  tlie 
War  Ti-ade  Board.  This  order  extends  tlie  former  prohibition  which 
applied  only  to  leather  suitable  for  war  pnrposes.  A  notice  regard- 
ing the  export  embargo  on  hides  and  skins  was  puhiisj'ied  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  June  25. 

Tlie  license  requirement  now  applies  to  all  exports  from  Canada 
of  lii-es  for  motor  cycles  and  motor  vehicles  and  ail  other  tires  con- 
taining rubber,  as  stated  in  another  order  in  council  published  on 
June '29.  Under  former  regulations  it  wuh  possible  to  exjMut  rubbr'r 
tires  for  motor  cycles  and  motor  vehicles  to  the  United  States  and  to 
British  countries  without  a  license. 


If  yoa  bay  War-Savings  Stampa,  you  also  help  your  country. 

Goot^lc 
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ACTIVITIES  OF  NORWEGIAN  UIHEKAL  WATER  COKPANIES. 

[Vk-c  Coirtmi  II,  E.  CnrlsoD.  Chrlallanlo,  May  ST.] 

Tile  A/S  Noi-ske  Mineralkilder,  which  is  the  owner  of  "Fflrris," 
the  Norwegiao  Koyal  ladio-active  table  water,  drawn  from  the  King 
Haakon  Spring  at  Lnrvik,  Norway,  has  voted  an  ijicrease  of  its  cap- 
ital stock.  Tliis  mineral  water  has  become  popular  since  1914,  dur- 
ing which  ycaftlie  capital  stock  of  the  company  was  increased  from 
20,000  crowns  ($5,3fiO)  to  2,000,000  crowns  ($530,000).  In  1915  the 
company  built  large  works  at  the  spring  and  changed  the  name  of  the 
water  ft-om  "Saliis"  to  "Farris,"  and  began  a  selling  campaign 
with  a  view  of  making  the  water  a  world  prodnct.  The  result  was 
favorable,  and  in  a  few  months  further  works  were  built  with  the 
most  modern  machinery  and  apparatus  for  an  annual  capacity  of 
over  18,000,000  bottles. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  on  May  21, 1918,  it  was 
decided  to  increase  the  capital  stock  by  1,000,000  crowns  ($268,000), 
thus  brijiging  it  up  to  3,000,000  ci-owns  ($804,000). 
Erection  of  Modem  Factory  for  the  Piodnction  of  Uineral  Water. 

The  tendoncy  toward  combinalion  of  allied  industries  is  also  mak- 
ing itself  felt  in  Norway.  The  latest  development  along  this  lino 
is  that  of  the  recent  purchase  by  tlie  A/S  St.  Halvards  Bryggeri  and 
Nora  Mineralvandfabrik  of  the  Kri-stiania  Bryggeri.  The  Kris- 
tiania  Bryggeri  controls  (1)  the  Krisfiania  Brj'ggcris  Mineralvand- 
fabrik, (2)  Foss  Bryggeris  Mineralvandfabrik',  and  (3)  Kristiania 
Mineralvandfabrik  SI.  Thiis.  TTp  to  the  present  the  company  has 
been  engaged  in  the  brewing  of  beer  and  also  the  manufacture  of 
mineral  water.  It  lins  now  disposed  of  all  its  breweiy  intei-eptt  and 
will  devote  itself  exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of  mineral  water. 
Modern  methods  will  be  introduced  and  it  will  ci-ect  a  modem  factory 
for  the  production  of  mineral  water  and  nonalcoholic  drinks.  The 
new  companv  is  to  be  known  as  the  A/S  Xoia  F'abrikker,  and  to  be 
capitalized  at  2,4O(».O00  crowns  ($043,000). 

ITALIAN  MEASURES  LIMITING  THE  CONSTTMPTION  OF  WOOL. 
H'onsul  Ocoera]  Dsvid  F.  Wllber,  Gcdoh,  M«j  2S.] 

The  'MJazzetta  Uffieiale"  of  May  20  contained  a  decree  in' regard 
to  the  consumption  of  wool.  It  provides  that  the  combing  mills  can 
■not  work  any  lots  of  wool,  either  for  their  own  account  or  for  that  of 
others,  except  those  assigned  to  fhcm  by  the  military  administration, 
without  s]3ecial  authoriKHtioii  from  Uie  Ministry  of  Industiy,  Com- 
merce, and  Labor. 

Spinning'  mills  for  combed  ^'arns  on  the  Engli^i  system  can  work 
for  only  the  State  administrations.  Spinning  mills  for  combed  yarns 
on  the  French  system  that  have  a  production  greater  tlian  the  de- 
mands of  the  State  administrations  may  put  it  into  the  open  market 
in  an  amount  not  exceeding  30  per  cent  of  tlie  amount  produced  for 
the  State. 

The  central  eonmiittee  for  wool  shall  establish,  when  necessary, 
the  maximum  prices  for  such  yarns  and  tliosc  for  the  relative  woven 
goods. 

The  spinning  mills  for  carded  wool,  in  addition  to  the  yarns  needed 
for  ilie  manufactured  goods  destined  for  tlie  military  administration, 
are  obliged  to  produce,  on  the  basis  of  the  tariffs  for  working  estab- 
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Ushed  by  the  central  committee  of  the  wool  industry,  yarns  for  State 
mamifactur."^  destined  for  the  civil  popiiiiition  within  the  limits  of 
the  mixtures  which  f.hnll  be  furnished  to  them  hy  the  Stiite.  For 
»ny  excess  production  the  cnnlinp  mills  can  not  put  into  work  any 
mixture  without  s[>ecial  authorization  fi'om  the  Aliniblry  of  Industry, 
Commerce,  and  Laboi". 

There  shall  be  determined  by  a  subsequent  deci-ee  the  types  of  the 
State  manufactures  for  the  civil  population  and  rules  shall  l)e  estab- 
lished for  their  production,  for  the  fising  of  prices,  and  for  the 
distribution  and  sale  to  the  public. 

From  August  1,  191S,  until  a  new  provision  is  made,  it  is  provided 
that  in  the  production  of  woolen  woven  poods  of  any  kind  whatsoever, 
with  exception  of  what  is  eslahiished  in  the  contracts  for  the  mili- 
t«ry  administration,  there  can  not  he  employed  more  thnn  30  per  cent 
of  wool  or  subproducts  for  the  curded  type ;  more  than  50  per  cent 
of  woolen  yarn  for  the  coml>e(l  type :  more  than  50  per  cent  of  woolen 
yam  (in  all)  for  the  combe<l  csnled  typo.  Moreover,  the  following 
maximum  wei;;hts,  calculated  on  the  finished  clolli.  must  not  be  ex- 
ceeded: Carded,  500  frrauis  per  square  meter;  combed,  850  gmnis  per 
eqiiare  meter ;  combed  cardetl,  400  pittnis  per  square  meter, 

ACTION  OF  SCOTTISH  CATTLE  BBEEDERS. 

ICoDBur  It.  Abrrt  JobtiHon.  I>UDdi'o,  June  IJ.] 

The  committee  of  Scottish  shorthoim  breeders  appointed  last  Feb- 
ruary i-ecently  met  at  I'erth  to  consider  what  further  action,  if  any, 
should  he  taken  in  regard  to  the  proposed  new  rules  of  the  Shorthorn 
Society.  The  ccniniittee  took  up  consideration  of  the  three  proposed 
new  ndes  of  the  Council  of  the  Shorthorn  Society,  submitted  to  mem- 
bers of  the  society  for  their  opinion,  and  adopted  the  following 
resolutions  thereaiicnt: 

The  eommittee  iiniiii:uinitsl,v  apjiroves  iiiv)|H)sril  IM'W  Utile  A.  t"  Ihe  etTeet 
that  "Ihe  council  sluill  nut  neepiit  entries  from  iiiiy  ihts^iki  «lir)  Is  not  a 
Bieiulier  of  tlie  WK'tety,  ex''*']^  under  S|)eeial  (-ireiiinstiiriee^." 

In  repiinl  to  iir(i[)Ose<l  im-w  UiiIc  11,  that  "  llu>  ilale  «f  liirtli  iirid  imrtlnihirs 
o(rai-h  (fllf  Khiill  bo  iiotllii'il  hy  tlic  lireoiler  or  his  reim'sentiiilve  m  ilic  ."uM'tety, 
on  11  form  to  Ik-  olitiiintHl  fnnn  llii^  aiietiuy,  wUkh  must  In-  retnriictl  to  bini 
not  later  than  llie  seveiitli  day  of  the  following  month,  otherwlsi-'  ttie  entry 
will  r«t  Ih!  iieeei»tei1,  exrejit  iiniler  eveivliimni  el reiimsl nut '(■::,"  the  eoianiltlee, 
while  strongly  In  fiivor  of  eurly  re;;!  si  rut  ion,  Is  of  o|>liiioii  Unit  no  system  thiit 
maj  be  ilevlsprt  will  erteclunlly  |nvveiil  friimluli'iil  ciililiv:;  lliiit  tlie  wheiiie 
ivqioseil  by  the  conucll  iiriy  even  prolei-l  llios.-  ivtm  iii^ikf  siiiii  eiilrlos;  iiiid 
It  wspertfully  Milimits  Hint  Kule  B  sl.iuiUi  I.e  iv  ..iisl-l.Tel. 

Prop(i««l  new  Itnle  ("  is  to  (he  effi^er  tliiit  "for  tlie  iiLiriiosi-  of  iilenliryins 
ills  mule  eaeti  jnemlier  wholl  ln:>rlc.  iinil  krep  lliem  iii;o'Ncil.  v.-i11i  ii  (IHtlniriitsli- 
IDE  mimlier,  whicli  shall  lie  n-enniiHl  in  tils  private  lieril  re;:i"ler  tinil  on  iIk' 
tonu  sent  t<i  tlic  widely."  The  coiniiiUtve  ilisir.'M  to  cxiires;  ilM  full  synipalhy 
with  «1mt  it  iiiiilerslumls  (..  he  ihe  iiili'i.lloii  of  Uie  rMiimcil  in  .■!-liil.lis1iinir  n 
proper  Kystem  i>r  mai-kinp.  whleh  would  liave  for  im  olij^-ct  imitvlinn  npiinst 
frsaiiulerit  W  iiii»taken  entries  ef  s(m-k,  iin<l  Ik  iireiijii-itl  to  su|i|H.rl  n  system  of 
reelDlnitlon  nnil  Wentifirtition  tliat  wimlil  ivniove  iviisoiml-le  m-imiuls  of  su«- 
pidou  that  siicii  fnuids  tin'  ln>iu'j  prai-l Isf.l  iiml  ihthiIii.'.I  In  li;iss  iiiiWi.-i-keil : 
bat  It  rfcvixtiizes  tlint  tlw  forming-  of  jui  clTiHMlve  si'lieiue  of  iiiiiiUiii^  Is  Ih'soc 
with  prent  iH (Weill ties— unit  11  Is  certiiin  tlint  iin  iili-nhitcly  i.crfiil  plan  ciiu 
not  be  foniiHlnleii— iinii.  while  .leslroiis  of  ussisliiia  Ilie  eouiirll  In  every  w.iy 
pomlble  In  lievfeiiiK  some  nnrkublu  si  lien le  of  l.leutirM-:ilio.i  wliieli  \vonl.l  Im 
«Wlly  intenireteil  aiMl  effectively  "irrieil  out.  it  i-.v..ii-.-ifiilly  ^^nluiills  lint 
nniil  this  lias  been  .li-<niss,.,l  In  Mil  Ms  h.^ulii^-  :-tW  ..ii  :, ■.'.■.■. -.l-npou  plan 
erolTe-l.  It  would  1»-  detrliin-jitiii  to  tlie  I.est  lT.i<.re-<ls  of  llie  sliortliorn  biveilera 
tohavu  the  piviwsed  Hule  C  put  Into  iip,TiiIio:i. 


Goo»^lc 
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SFECIAI  COLI^aE  CLASSES  FOB  SISCHAHaED  SOLDIERS. 

tCon'iiil  Franklin  D.  Uole,  tluddcrsEeld.  Rnslnna,  June  12. J 

Forty  (lipfliarf;p(l  soldiers  have  taken  up  classes  at  the  Hiidders- 
fipld  Tedmica!  Collcfre,  proindcd  for  their  benefit  by  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions.  Special  classes  for  .discharged  coldierg  only  are  held 
in  two  Rub,i<K'fs — boot  making  and  repairing  and  electrical  engineer- 
ing ;  but  discharged  soldiers  also  attend  as  ordinary  students  classes 
in  the  engineering,  textiles,  and  building  trades  courses.  The  Tech- 
nical College  has  now  been  recognized  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
as  a  center  for  the  special  training  of  discharged  men  as  chemists,  in 
"bespoke"  tailoring,  imd  in  commercial  work,  so  that  special  clas^ses 
in  those  sulijecls  may  shortly  be  commenced. 

The  men  who  attend  the  classes  come  from  varions  parts  of  York- 
shire. In  addition  to  their  pension  they  receive  fl  special  mainten- 
ance allowance,  which  may  be  varied  according  to  the  number  of 
the  man's  dependents,  and  in  some  cases  raijway  fares  are  met  bj  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions.    All  fees  are  paid  by  the  Ministry. 

Thei-e  are  two  classes  in  boot  making  and  repairing  aftciided  by 
over  :iO  students.  The  coui-se  is  for  12  months,  and  the  men  receive 
a  thorongli  training  in  all  brandies  of  the  subject.  Old  army  boots 
arc  employed  for  repair  practice,  and  as  soon  as  the  student  has 
attained  sufficient  skill  he  is  able  to  supplement  his  pension  by  bring- 
ing any  repairing  work  of  his  own,  and  he  is  charged  only  the  cost 
of  tbc  leather  which  he  uses.  An  application  for  a  third  class  has 
been  made,  and  it  is  possible  that  another  will  be  formed  shortly. 

In  the  electrical  engineering  class  the  men  arc  taught  theory,  and 
are  given  work  in  addition.  The  course  begins  at  bell  fitting  and 
continues  with  wiring  and  switchboard  work.  The  students  are 
given  actual  wiring  to  accomplish  and  electrical  fittings  to  arrange 
in  various  parts  of  the  college. 

The  students  suffer  from  various  disabilities,  but  appear  very 
happy  in  being  sent  back  to  school  to  gain  some  compensating  pro- 
ficifcncy. 

SIAH'S  NEW  BTTDOET  ESTIMATES. 

[Vler  Consul  Cnri  C.  HnnBcn,  Bangkok,  4pr,  3.1 

According  to  the  Official  Gazette  the  budget  estimate  of  the 
revenue  for  tho  Kingdom  of  Siam  for  the  fisi-al  year  1918-19  is 
73,125,896  ticais  ($2r,0r»(J,.581),  as  compared  with  G8,700,000  ticals 
($25,419,000)  for  the  previous  year.  The  estimated  ordinary  ex- 
penditures arc  covered  by  the  same  figures  as  tliose  for  the  revenue. 
For  the  extraordiiiarj-  expenditures  tho  awm  of  18,011,i),Vt  ticals 
($0,004,416)  is  set  aside,  and  of  this  amount  11,775,075  ticals 
($4,357,000)  will  be  drawn  from  the  Ireasury  re'^rve,  5.384,500  ticals 
■*" ,992,205)  from  the  loan  funds,  and  851,700  ticals  ($315,151)  from 
loan  Kinking  fund. 


S, 


Denmark  has  prohibited  the  use  of  barley  meal  by  bakers  and 
confectioners. 
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TE&CHIZia  THE  JAPANESE  LAN6UA0E  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

IWwklj  BuUdln,  CanndiaD  Department  of  Trade  niid  fomm'-ivi',  ililniv.i.  Jnij-  1,1 

TliD  following  article  from  the  McUmmne  Ape  dcMiilx'^  tin-  |>l(ins 
of  the  New  South  Wales  DopDrtincnt  of  KdiK'iition  for  Iho  ti>,K'liiiig 
of  Japanese : 

The  »«■  Soucli  Wall's  Depitrtnieiit  of  Eidii-iilloti  Is  !iilriiilu<'liLj;  tli*'  tiMi'liiug 
of  Japniieso  in  the  sccondnrj-  schools  of  the  smte  nnil  itt  llic  Sydney  luhvrsily. 
AlUuiugli  tlie  two  JfliMinyse  prof'jssors  eun:ageU  lii  Jaiiini  by  I'l'of.  Miir'loeh, 
lecturer  in  Japanese  history  to  the  university,  reiK-lioil  Syiliii'y  only  ii  veol;  or 
two  ago,  they  are  iilrooiiy  busy  with  tholt  AnstriUian  rlns.-irs.  At  the  high 
BChool,  Nurth  Sydney,  ond  the  lilsh  Rchool  in  f^yihtcy  itself,  ulmut  nO  boys  He- 
lerted  for  Uic  study  of  Japanese  are  taclttinK  the  nitllmeiits  of  "  (lie  iituHt  ditB- 
cult  language  la  the  world."  Prof,  ilurdncli,  who  ImK  liet>ii  nn  inleri'slod  xiiec- 
tator  of  the  initial  lessons,  pretllcts  for  these  lads— tlip  miijority  of  wlmiu  ore 
not  more  than  13  years  of  age — remarkable  progn-ss.  lu  fint,  he  says  they  have 
displayetl  even  a  Rreater  aptitude  for  groFiping  their  InlivHUK-tory  lessons  tlinti 
be  has  observed  durloK  his  30  years'  residence  in  Jaixin  ititiiing  iniiny  native- 
bom  Japanese  boys.  He  says  he  hopes  soon  that  the  di-iiuind  for  n  kiiowlcdj.'e 
of  Japanese  among  the  youth  of  New  Soutli  Wales  will  grow  to  snch  an  extent 
that  It  wUI  be  necessary  to  import  more  Japanese  teaciiere.  * 

In  the  course  of  an  Intenlew  I'rpf.  Murdoeh  ext>tidnpd  the  ri-aKons  that 
actuated  the  New  South  Walca  Governuicnt  iu  IntivxluciiiK  the  study  of  Jiii>a- 
nese  into  the  ordinary  secondary-scliool  curriculum.  Suniiimrizcd,  they  are 
nined  entirely  at  tne  eneouraxenipnt  of  commercial  relations  ttetween  AuHtmlifi 
and  Japan.  "  Japan,"  says  Prof.  Murdo<-h,  "  Is  our  nearest  nclKhhor.  She  bus 
COWO.OOO  very  busy  people.  When  one  iutludes  Taiwan  and  (.'licistii  iliui  means 
20.0<t(t,yuO  more.  A  knowledge  of  her  luusuafie  will  In  (lie  future  be  one  .if  (ho 
bigRest  oclderenients  of  a  young  Australian  iind  oiien  up  to  him  a  I'lireer  in  the 
East,  which  will  be  not  only  Inctntlve  to  himself  but  of  iiniiu»nH(>  lienellt  from  a 
annniHTlal  anpect  to  Australia  and  the  whole  Brllisli  t^mpire." 


DEMAin)  FOE  KBIT  GOODS  IK  CUBA. 

[Consul  n«iirj  W.  Wclcott,  8»nllago  cle  Tuba,  .lune  i,] 

The  statistics  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  Ciiiia  do  not  sepa- 
rately classiiv  Imit  goods,  so  it  is  not  possible  to  frive  the  quantity  ' 
and  value  of  the  imports.  There  is,  however,  a  hirgc  demand  in 
this  country  for  hosiery  and  knit  goods  in  general  of  the  cheaper 
grades  and  a  moderate  demand  for  the  highor-priced  gooils.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  total  annual  importations  of  silk  hosiery  into 
Cuba  will  not  exceed  $30,000  in  value. 

Before  the  war  the  United  States  fnrnishe^l  but  a  relatively  small 
proportion  of  the  imports  of  knit  goods  into  the  country,  iiut  since 
1915  by  far  the  gi-eater  part  of  these  iniiiortafioiis  bin  e"  come  from 
the  United  States,  By  close  attention  lo  the  needs  of  ibe  mailtet 
it  is- believed  that  American  exportei-s  should  be  able  to  hold  this 
trade  advantage. 

Sew  firms  entering  this  market  can  expect  to  make  liltlc  iinmre-s 
escept  through  the  effort    of  well  q     1  I     1  1  II  i 

sonally  canvass  the  territor        Sile       n        t  u"  tl  ntr      1      Id 

possess  a  thorough  knoivledgo  of  tl     Sj  a      !   U  f.  t» 

{A  list  of  the  principal  inipo       s  of  d      c  b 

obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  P  n-    b  I  t 

or  woperatlve  oRlces  by  refer    ng   o  n     \o  10  Ht 


"  Thrive  by  Thrift,  Bny  War  Saving  Stamps." 
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FOBEION  TABHTS. 
COBSICA. 
Increased  Duties  on  Tobacco. 

The  Frpiich  Joiininl  Officipl  of  May  8  nnnoiincps  an  incrense  of 
60  per  cent  in  duties  on  tol):KLo  inipurtcd  into  Corsica.  By  lliis  lie-  . 
cree  ]eaf,  stems,  and  tobacco  waste  pay  5:10  francs  per  100  kilos 
($46.50  per  10<i  jjounds).  while  cigars  and  cijrarettes  pay  900  francs 
per  100  Kilos  ($7K,{lli  jjer  100  ponnils),  and  other  manufactured  to- 
bacco pays  720  francs  per  100  Itilos  ($tj;^.17  pt'r  100  pounds). 

Shipments  pi-ovcd  to  have  been  made  directly  to  France  prior  to 
the  publication  of  this  decree  will  be  allowed  to  receive  the  benefit 
of  the  former  tariff,  which  was  established  by  an  order  of  June  21, 
1917. 

FRANCE. 
Taxes  on  Alcohol  and  Beverages. 

Temporary  incivatipa  in  the  internal  taxes  on  alcohol  and  bever- 
•ages  were  eiiaoti'd  by  tlie  law  of  February  '22,  1!*1S,  and  pnbli^hod  in 
the  Journal  Ofliciel  of  Febniary  i.'l,  December  31,  1918,  is  the  limit 
fixed  by  the  law  for  the  duration  of  the  inci-casos.  The  ncAv  rates  in- 
clude the  former  internal  taxes  c()necto<l  by  the  central  government 
as  well  as  the  local  or  "octroi"  taxes  charged  by  certain  cities  on 
alcohol  and  beverages.  The  siijtprefsion  of  tlie  octroi  on  these 
aiiicles  is  one  of  the  accompanying  features  of  the  law.  but  from 
the  pi-oceeds  of  the  largely  increased  internal  taxes  the  (iove.rnment 
reimburses  the  municipalities  for  the  loss  of  this  revenue.  Munici- 
palities which  did  not  maintain  the  octroi  system  will  also  receive 
a  share  of  the  retunis  after  the  final  accounting  is  made.  Proposals 
for  the  establishment  of  a  State  monopoly  of  the  jiroduction  of 
alcohol  have  been  put  forwai-d  at  different  time.",  and  it  is  po=sible 
that  the  pi-e^:ent  measure  is  a  slep  in  the  direction  of  State  control. 

The  consumption  tax  on  alcohol  is  charged  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year  at  the  rate  of  (iOO  francs  per  hectoliter  of  pure  alcohol,  an  in- 
crease of  50  prv  cent  o^er  the  former  I'ale  which  was  fixed  by  the  law 
of  June  30.  11)10.  leverages  conlainiiig  alcohol  are  subject  to  pi-o- 
iKJrtional  churgeis.  The  rate  of  1  franc  i>er  degree  per  hectoliter  on 
beer,  charged  as  a  manufacturing  tax,  represents  an  increase  of  100 
per  cent  over  the  former  manufacturing  lax.  The  old  circulation  tax 
of  1.60  francs  on  cider,  periy,  and  uicad  becomes  ;i.ijO  francs  under  tlie 
hew  schedule,  and  for  wines  the  new  <ircidation  tax  is  5  francs  per 
hectoliter,  in  ])iacc  of  the  old  rate  of  3  francs.  The  latter  I'ate  was 
to  apply  to  wines  for  ordinary  consiuupiion,  while  (he  new  iiite  of 
5  francs  is  not  liinilcd  to  wines  of  any  paificular  class, 

A  new  charge  is  that  on  fruits  for  the  manufacture  of  cider  and 
perry.  Apples  and  pears,  when  shipped  beyond  tlie  limits  of  the 
canton  in  which  they  were  grown  or  when  sent  to  cities  of  more  than 
4,000  inhabitants,  are  subject  to  a  circulation  tax  which  corresponds 
to  that  levied  on  cider  and  jierry.  Ten  hectoliters  of  fruit  arc  esti- 
mated to  furnish  tlireo  hectoliters  of  cider  or  |ierry.  and  on  this  con- 
tent the  same  charge  is  made  as  on  the  finished  product,  viz,  2.50 
francs  per  hectoliter.  For  dried  fruits  the  estimated  content  is  one 
hectoliter  of  liipiid  to  'i-*  kilos  of  fruit.  [Kilo,  '2.il  pounds;  franc, 
ir0.1S)3;  heclolitcr,  '2G.1  gallons. ■] 
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UHt  of  Hew  Taxes  on  Import  DntlM. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  siiceifiGd  in  the  import  tariff,  internal 
revenue  taxes  are  paid  by  importers.  In  the  cnsa  of  beer,  the  manu- 
facturing tax  is  ijicluded  in  the  import  dntj',  i\liich  is  now  increased 
to  IT  francs  per  100  kilos  gross  undt'r  the  general  tariff  and  15  francs 
minimum  tariff.  The  former  duties  wc.iv.  15  and  10  francs,  respec- 
tively. The  circiUation  tax  on  wine?,  cider,  and  perry  is  paid  at  the 
higher  rates  at  the  time  of  importation.  Imported  spirits  of  all 
Mnds  as  well  as  wines  testing  more  tliau  12  degrees  are  affected  by 
die  increased  charge  on  the  alcoliol  content. 

The  advantages, to  bo  derived  from  the  change  in  administration 
of  the  revenues  and  from  the  increased  rates  ai-e  a  reduction  of  prob- 
ably two-thiitls  in  the  cost  of  collecting  the  local  taxes;  the  abolition 
of  the  burdensome  octroi  sir'stem  (in  so  far  as  it  aff<'Cts  beverages) 
nhich  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  hindrance  to  commerce;  the  in- 
crease in  the  total  amount  to  be  received  bv  the  mimicipalities,  and 
pcGsibly  a  reduction  in  the  coi\sumption  of  alcohol. 

[BrlClfih  BoaMl  of  Trade  Jo'.irn.il,  Mnj-  2-'.} 
Dntf  on  Automobile  Parts. 

Br  a  French  decree  of  June  24,  1916.  the  customs  duty  on  auto- 
mobiles weighing  less  than  2,500  kilos  imported  into  France  was  in- 
creased to  70  per  cent  ad  valorem,  A.  decree  dated  Maitrb  30,  1918, 
and  published  in  the  Journal  Officiel  for  April  10,  provides  that  a 
duly  of  70  per  cent  ad  valorem  shall  likewise  be  levied  on  detached 
parts  of  automobiles,  except  in  the  case  of  parts  for  automobiles 
weighing  2^00  kilos  or  more,  on  which  the  duty  is  to  i-emain  un- 
changed-    These  provisions  are  applicable  also  in  Algeria. 

Accordihg  to  the  preamble  to  thi.s  decree  the  new  duty  will  be 
levied  on  the  parts  in  question  whether  they  are  destinetl  for  the 
construction,  repair,  or  maintenance  of  automobiles. 

[CoMmaCB  Repokts  for  Juno  30.  IfllG,  gave  uotin-  of  flic  inciViiseil  ilutv  on 
ftutoraoblles  weiglilnR  over  2..')00  kilos   (kilo=2.2(W0  ixunuls).] 
KdIm  for  KarkiDg  Condenied  Hilfc. 

The  Frendi  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  issued  regulations  for 
the  marking  of  canned  milk  dated  Majr  21  and  pubRshed  in  the 
Journal  Ofticiel  of  May  23.  The  regidations  become  operative  four 
months  after  the  date  of  publication  in  so  far  us  tliey  affect  goods 
previously  marfufactured.  Tlie  chief  requiremeniK  of 'the  new  rules 
are  quoted  in  full. 

(AiT.  1,)  Every  container  of  condensed  milk  put  ou  snle  ov  sold  must  bo  pro- 
vided witii  ■  label  Btatlng  without  nbbi-evintions  Jiml  in  ilisMnct  diiirncters  the 
natupe  of  the  imMluct,  liuUcnted,  iici-oi-dlnfr  to  llie  |inrtk"1;ir  tasf,  by  one  of  tlie 
fiiHo\TlD!;  ptimsen:  "Condensed  milk"  (Lnlt  coiidcnsO) ;  "  Swfoteni.Hl  condensed 
mflfc"  (Lait  condense  sucrfi) ;  "Condensed  eklmmecl  milk"  <Lalt  6cr6m6 
^mdens^)  ;  "Condeneetl  sklinrae<l  milk,  sweetened"  (I.nft  <k?rfme  sucrfi  con- 
dense)- 

Tlie  quantity  must  be  expressed  In  ^ams  and  represent  Uio  not  weight  of 
the  gooiiB.     The  defrree  of  concentration  must  bo  ln<licaled  In  the  following 

form:  "By  adding  to  the  contents  of  this  con boiled  water, 

liter  of  normal  milk  is  ol>tained,"     (En  ajoutnnt  nu  cnntenu  do  cette  boite 

d'eau  twulHle,  on  obtient litre  de  lait  Dormal),     In  place  of 

"normal  milk"   {ialt  norninl)   any  one  of  the  followinR  nuiy  be  substituted, 

according  to  the  product :  "  normal  milk  sweetened  with Rmins  por  liter  " 

(l«it  Donoal  suer*  ft gr.  par  lltro) ;  ''skimmed  milk"  (lnlt  C-cv0m6)  ; 

Almmed  milk  sweetened  with Rrnins  ;K'r  lUer"   (Uiit  CrromC  sucrf  H 
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(TT.  pnr  llti-p).    In  the  cone  of  sweetened  mtlk  thlH  declaration  may  be 

foUmveil  by  Ihp  wunls— "  for  use,  ndd  bi)lleU  wuier"   (pour  I'usage, 

ajoiiler d'eau  Ixnilllle). 

Tiie  i1iUe  of  mnnofncture  must  be  shown  by  the  ;(<nr  and  month  In  which 
the  coutaiiici'  was  fllted.  The  llrni  name  of  the  numufacturer  and  the  address 
of  tlie  fuctory  must  l>e  hIiowu. 

(Art.  2.)  All  the  rwiiiired  mnrktng  on  the  laM  must  be  !n  the  French 
InnsiiaRe.  In  the  cnxe  of  condensed  Ritluimed  milk,  swet-tennl  or  not,  the 
lnt>cl  muHt  Include  alno  the  words  "  nut  to  be  Riven  to  young  children  or  to 
sick  persons"  Ii  ne  pas  donner  nus  leunes  cnfants  ou  nu\  nmlndi-K).  The 
lyjie  inuRt  l)e  clear  and  conspfciiouR  and  the  label  Is)  not  tn  contuin  any  wording 
or  RtiitenientM  other  than  those  speclllcd  nlxive. 

(Art.  3.)  It  Is  furbiilden  to  ket'p  in  slock  for  future  snip,  to  put  on  Bfile  or  to 
sell  condensed  milk  more  than  a  year  after  the  ditle  of  Its  manufacture. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  in  rocommending  tlie  adoption  of 
these  riilos,  called  attention  to  the  prevailing  tendency  to  hold  stocks 
of  condensed  milk  in  anticipation  of  future  shortage  and  higher 
prices.  The  immediate  need  of  the  product  for  present  consumption 
and  the  danger  of  its  being  put  on  tale  after  deterioration  had  tiegun 
called  for  strict  measures  «i  regulation.  Because  of  the  great  differ- 
ence in  frod  value  hctween  whole  milk  and  skimmed  uiilk,  it  was 
necessary  tliat  i>ui-cliasers  should  be  protected  against  mislaking  ono 
for  the  other  and  be  clearly  informed  as  to  the  nature  of  tlie  product. 

OOU)  C0A8T  COLOKT. 

[Schpdiili-  forwarrtpil  hy  Congiil  narrj  A.  McBrldc,  London,  Enulancl,  Mnj  1.1,1 

Increased  Customs  Dntles  on  Spirits. 

Moderate  increases  in  the  duties  on  spirits  imported  into  the  Gold 
Coast  colony  are  |)rovided  for  by  the  Amendment  Ordinance  of  1917. 
In  the  table  which  follows  the  new  duties  are  sliown  together  with 
those  formerly  in  effect.     [Imperial  gallon,  1.200!)  U.  S.  gallons; 


shilling.  $0.-2iZ;  penny,  $0.0203.] 
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pn-  Impi^nl  H'iloti  or  part  tbrrcif.    (08.  BJ.  was  Iht  iorracr  mini- 
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™.n<,ll>ri..ocHafncda<uroVc™d, 

SEWFOTINDLAIID. 

[Coaaiil  JnmcB  S.  Uincdlct.  S(.  Jobn'i,  May  22.] 

Customs  and  Excise  Dntles  and  Stamp  Taxes. 

The  revenue  raising  measures  proposed  by  the  Minister  of  Finance 
and  Customs  in  his  budget  speech  of  May  11  {Comsierce  KEroirrs 

I  .,1  .1   Ch^oqIc 
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fts-  June  G)  are  now  in  operation.  The  adoption  of  export  duties 
inaugurates  a  new  policy,  as  none  have  been  levied  in  the  colony 
lutlierto.  According  to  an  unofficial  estimate  of  the  revenue  to  bo 
derived  from  the  duties  on  prodHcfs  of  tho-  fisheries  the  amount  is 
placed  at  alwut  l?42i>.000.  The  rates  stated  herein  are  tnken  from  a 
table  of  the  new  duties  f iimishot^  by  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Cns- 
toms.    Tlic  schedule  of  import  duties  followri: 


ArlWi'S.o 

K„; 

fduty. 
Old. 

lUauticlnriyi  lobocco 

pcrpnmd.. 

!42 
3.00 

30% 

'S 

I'ir.-y;;""-- 

'fit 

haxbtt.  rti.'  ^'l  othir  op™  ijittim  *  (ni*  i^ 

ide'd  in  Mbcr  tarifi  llcire^)  and  ja- 

'° 

■at,  pniit-tifd  ptljUr,  and  wnsed  n 


Tlie  addition  of  2  cents  per  pound  brings  the  excise  duty  on  to- 
bacco to  3t  cents.    With  an  increase  of  $1.25  per  pound  the  excise  on 
cifrnrettes  becomes  $3.2.5.  while  for  cigar.s  the  picKcnt  rate  per  pound 
is  $1.50  instead  of  $0.50  ns  formerly. 
Bq)ort  DntiCE. 


ArlWM.. 

Rateol 
di«y. 

Cod.  loddack,  bake,  ling,  psUock,  and  baHfant,  tmh  cr  drl«t  or  otl» 

mke  prcwrvod,  per  quintal 

F~.>ll<.iL^  Til,  cod,  cod  Uver,  scs!,  whair,  and  oth«T  nsh  oils 

'"''^S"" 

'% 

l!  levied  on  psporl  duUes.     The  cliirgcs  «■ 


■d  and  aoconnl«l  for  on  the  ojipirt 


Stamp  Taxes. 

Amendments  to  the  Stamp  Duties  Act  institute  increa»i>s  in  these 
duties  which  will  provide  further  additions  to  tlie  revenue.  The 
new  rates  in  detail  are  as  follows:  On  customs  entries  of  all  kinds, 
$0,20;  on  telegraphic  messages  (other  than  hervice  niessaf^cs)  trans- 
Dutted  lietween  places  within  the  colony,  $0.05;  on  telegraphic  mes- 
sfiges  (other  than  service  messdftea)  Kent  from  the  colony  to  places 
abroad,  $0.10. 

Duties  on  customs  forms  and  telcgrnphic  niesh;iges  will  he  col- 
lected by  stamps  placed  on  the  entries  by  the  person  presenting  them, 
»nd  on  the  telegraphic  massages  by  the  wndei-s. 


:auiitry  wDvtli  saving  for.     Buy  Zbiift 
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UAKINE  ENGINES  FOK  CANAX  BABOES. 

ICoDEnl  E.  llBldrmaD  DpnDlEon.  Blcmlb^ham,  EnfltDd,  JUDe  Il.J 

An  inquiry  has  been  received  from  an  American  firm  as  to  the 
probable  future  demand  for  niotor  boats,  marine  engines,  equipment, 
and  accessories,  for  both  commercial  and  pleasure  purposes  in  the 
Birmingham  district. 

Motor  boats  for  pleasure  purposes  are  not  used  in  this  district,  as 
there  is  no  botlv  of  water  sumcicntiy  large  for  such  a  purpose.  Tliere 
will  untloiibteilly  be  an  opportunity,  however,  for  the  sale  of  marine 
engines  after  the  war,  provided  American  manufacturers  can  suc- 
cessfully compete  with  those  of  local  manufacture.  The  field  woul^j 
be  confined  to  engines  for  canal  barges,  Birmingham  being  the  center 
of  a  network  of  canals  on  which  many  of  the  boats  have  already  been 
equipped  with  motor  engines.  A  great  deal  of  interest  is  at  pi-esent 
being  manifested  in  the  development  of  these  canals  by  widening; 
and  deepening  them  and  in  modernizing  the  transport  system.  Ex- 
cellent mntor  engines  are  made  locally  and  a  detachable  motor  for 
canal  boat  hatdage  is  also  now  being  produced  and  installed  on  theso 
boats.  One  large  local  coal  firm  has  many  of  its  canal  boats  fitted 
with  a  channel  bed  frame  on  the  top  of  the  cabin  to  take  a  1C>  to  20 
horsepower  motor,  with  a  4-incli  bore  and  C-iiuh  slrokejdual  Kings- 
ton carbureter  for  gasoline  or  petroleiun,  and  fitted  with  an  engine- 
starting  motor  and  dynamo.  It  has  been  stated  that  these  outfits 
can  be  installed  on  any  standard  barge  in  about  half  an  hour.     . 

The  canals  are  owned  by  companies  that  are  not  usually  concerned 
in  tlio  working  of  the  boats  on  them;  their  receipts  arc  drawn  from 
the  use  of  the  canals,  and  not  from  the  transport  of  the  good-:. 
Ninety  per  cent  of  llio  goods  carried  on  the  canals  of  this  country 
are  transjiorted  by  companies  acting  as  carriers,  who  own  the  barges 
and  pay  tlie  canal  companies  for  the  use  of  the  canals.  The  business 
of  inland  water  carnage  is  in  a  great  many  hands,  as  in  addition  to 
the  few  large  firms  of  carriers  tliere  are  hinidreds  of  small  firms, 
by-traders  as  they  are  called,  v.ho  own  only  one  or  two  boats. 
Proposed  Canal  ImproTements. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  tlie  war  the  whole  canal  system  of  the  country 
has  hn'Ti  taken  over  by  the  (iovernnient.  Proposals  to  improve  tho 
canals  have  recently  received  a  considerable  amount  of  attention. 
The  Government  is  believed  to  favor  nationalization  and  a  policy  of 
widening  and  extension  to  bring  the  inland  wiiterwaj's  up  to  the 
same  standard  of  efiiciency  as  tbosi'  on  the  Continent.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  this  scheme  be  made  one  of  the  prominent  items  in  the 
work  of  reeoinstniction  imme<liateiy  after  the  war.  The  proposal  is 
that  the  pai;sage  of  barges  up  to  ioo  tons  capacity  should  be  made 
universally  possilde.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  argued  by  some  that 
even  if  the  canals  wore  made  suitable  for  heavier  craft  and  mechan- 
ical propul.^ion  adopted,  canal  transport  can  never  comi>ete  with 
transportation  by  railway  or  road. 

Just  how  far  the  substitution  of  motor  for  horse  traction  will 
develop  it  is  difficult  at  the  moment  to  forecast.  The  number  of 
barges  that  can  pass  through  any  given  lock  is  limited  and  any 
increase  in  the  speed  of  a  barge  beyond,  say,  five  miles  an  hour  is  said 
to  be  quite  impracticable. 
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PROPOSALS  POB.aOVEAHKENT   SUPFU£8  ASP  CONSTBITCIION. 

JCocmiiioiick'nM  nhoiilrl  bo  direct  nitta  the  qdcPB  dbdipiI,  antl  HpoolH'-ntloni'  nnil  olhir 
Infcrraatlon  can  usuklly  be  obtained  M  thp  points  whprn  Ihi'  imoils  gtf  to  he  di'ilvojvd  or 
the  vork  it  to  be  i>er(oFmcd.  Id  ciaei  wborc  tbe  time  lliuil  Is  loo  xliort  to  prrmit  flrmn 
10  rabmlt  tfBders,  tbpj  abniild  sib  to  be  placed  on  (Uo  malllDH  IIxIr  ot  aueb  olSce»  to  re- 
nice  notices  calUns  tar  Cutur«  suppllei  or  work  of  a  similar  tiituro,) 

Fvd  oU,  No.  5300.— Sen  I  wl  proijosuls  \viU  be  rctt'ivca  ut  Uie  niricu  ol  tliL-  Gciu^rnl 
Purchaslus  Oflicer,  The  Pauauia  Caiml.  WashUiKtoii,  I>.  0..  until  July  31, 
1918,  Tor  fumlslilng  by  sleamer,  frw  of  nil  clmrgcs,  iipuroxlmntoly  100,000 
barrels  of  fuel  oil,  Ueliverea  ut  Crlstoljol  (Allantic  i«rt),  and  approxi- 
nutctly  700.000  barrels  of  fuel  oil,  delivered  nt  Italhou  (Piicifii.'  port),  Cnnnl 
Zoo«,  IstbmaB  of  Panonui.    Circular  No.  1223. 

Botpitttl  sappliet.  No.  5307. — Senlod  proposals  will  be  i-L-eelved  at  tUo  FleUl 
Medical  Supply  bepot,  Unilotl  Slates  Ariuy,  WaBlilnstoii,  D.  C,  iiiilil  July 
IT,  IKIS,  for  furulehtDg  and  delivering  copper  autoclaves,  scis  of  bninnce 
lii^ls,  laboratory  balances,  balance  welBliis,  balance  covers  of  rnbhcr 
sheeting,  foot- power  Mowers,  burette  supports,  alcohol  burners,  gas 
tinnicrs,  gasoline  blast  burucis,  carboruuduin  stones,  damps,  eniciy  paper, 
Qltvr  puiup.s,  luicrotuinc  knlvcj,  oilstone-'*,  etc.    Circular  No.  Ij34, 

Coal,  No.  5808. — Seal»d  propocals  will  bo  received  by  tbe  UffhtbouHC  Super- 
intendent, New  Orleans.  La.,  until  July  15,  1918,  for  bltumlnou))  coal  de- 
livered in  vessels'  bnnkeri  at  Itloblle,  Ala. 

FaiKina  Canal  tuppliea,  No.  Q309. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  reccivi'd  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasiug  OlTicer,  The  Panama  Cunat,  Wasbin^'toii, 
D.  C,  until  July  2-J.  1018,  for  furnlsliiuR  by  steamer, -free  of  all  ctoarges, 
on  dock  at  either  Cristobal  (Atlantic  port)  or  Dallioa  (PaclDc  port).  Canal 
Zone,  Isthmus  ot  Panama,  the  foUowinfi  articles:  Sheet  copper,  street 
Inoips,  fuses,  batteries,  outlet  boxes,  cemlutcls,  rcHcctors,  sockets,  switclies, 
fans,  copper  wire,  wire  rope  cable  and  clips,  platform  scalce,  hammer 
handles,  screws,  copper  tacks,  pjidlock.s,  rim  locks.  viiIcaniaiiiK  niutcrinl, 
burlap,  paper,  peDcils,  bicarbonate  of  soda,  pntnt  dryer,  white  alnc,  antl 
zinc  oslde.     Circular  No.  1222. 

Buoy  bodies.  No.  5310.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  tlie  suiK'rintend- 
ent.  Third  Lighthouse  District.  Tompkins v It le,  N.  Y„  nulll  July  L'2,  itllS, 
for  nine  typo  "  L  "  acetylene  buoy  bodies. 

Soap.  No.  5311. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  rocelvc<l  at  Ihe  Mt>dl(>[)l  Supply  I~>e]i(>t, 
United  States  Armj-,  628  Greenwieli  Street,  New  York,  N.  X,.  until  July  10, 
1918,  for  delivery  In  ajual  quantities  each  month  fruin  July  to  IK'ceiiiber, 
1918,  common  soap,  wusliing.  and  scouring  soup.  Bids  should  »iuolo  priws 
f.  0.  b.  cars  or  f.  a.  a,  wharf  in  the  city  in  wlilcti  Ihe  contracior's  wurks  ar(> 
located. 

Repair  of  vegsel.  No.  5312. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  superiu- 
tendont.  Third  Lighthouse  District,  Touiiikinsvillo,  N.  Y.,  uutil  July  15, 
lOlS,  for  docking  and  repairing  Bartlett  Itcet  Ligtit  vi'ssel. 

Sorp  Department  tuppUca,  No.  3313. — Seiiled  proposals  will  be  reci'ivcd  at  Ihe 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Depailnient,  Wushlnstou,  D.  C, 
and  bidders  desiring  to  submit  pi-oiiosals  should  Klvo  sclicdute  numbers  for 
fonifshing  the  following:  Schedule  1806,  htgli-pivsKiirc  iiisiilatlni;  bloL'ks, 
magnesia  blocks,  magnesia  ptastU,'  ceniont,  ningiiesin  [ilpe  covering,  tllier 
labestoa  felting,  asbe«toe  ralltbonrd,  wick  or  rope  nslK'stos  packing,  nsliestos 
paiier,  and  asbestos  plaster ;  schedule  1807,  red  and  white  nnk ;  jictieitulo 
18C8,  first  and  secontls  live  basswood,  firsts  and  seconds  butternut,  firsts 
and  secondti  c-berry,  Hgnum-vitie.  flrstn  and  seconds  No.  1  common  bnid 
maple,  hickory  [Kiles,  juniper  i>oles,  and  selects  firsts  and  sccunds  poiihir; 
schedule  1868,  white  nsh ;  schedule  1870,  crof^s  switch  track  tics ;  schcdulo 
1371,  New  England  white  plno;  schedule  1S72,  iiortliem  whlto  pine;  sched- 
ule 18T3,  Port  Orfortl  southern  selects  juniper  and  white  cetlar  and  cypress : 
schedule  1874,  redwood  ties  and  shiiiglcBi  schedule  187ri.  iron  i»ark  for  dry 
iliick  blocks  nnd  fentlers  on  tugs,  sugar  plue.  and  Cailforntii  white  pine: 
schedule  1876,  beech,  birch,  or  ioui>lo  or  miswl;  schedule  1877,  ''nllfoiidit 
oak  or  laurel,  tamarack ,,  on k  llelclies,  hackmatack  kiiei-s;  t^clie.liiie  Ii^TS, 
spar  and  spruce  poles  witli  the  bark  pc^'led  off.  and  sinilln'ru  mid  Ni'w 
^dand  spruce ;  and  s<-he(lHlc  187a,  box  nnil  crate  lunibei 
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;  the  uhoBl  nrerautloDS  abould  ba 

H«.      njmuuitt:   -  ntiiurieu  uj  jiuiviu.-iui  consular  offlMre:  t  RpportiNl  by 

iicbi^B  and  oommprolnl  HgeolB;  I  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Bureau. 

In  connld^rlnff  tbr  folloTTlnir  *' opportnnltles  **  apvplal  reBBt'd  Alioald  be 

bad  to  tbc  IkiTH  and   rennlatlOBS  sovcminx  export   Ilcoacn  and  tndlns 

ivltli  tlie  CB«Dir- 

Acvlcultural  machinery 27107,27100  1  Cotton  and  Colton  goods 271«0,  27173    ' 

Aulom^.blluB MTinil       llnrdwaro 27170 

Building  and  coiitractorB'  Bupplles—  27170      Hosiery 27i7;i 


Caonii  goods 27172       I'adlocka 2716fl 

Condensed  milt  and  cream 27172  I  Sav lags  bants 1 27165 

2TIIiG.} — A  buukiDg  corirartition  tii  China  wlsbes  to  be  pliicod  io  commiinlontioa 
wUh  Amerk-nu  lunnuraL'turers  unO  exporters  of  Bmull  lioiiie  savinga  banks. 
Catalogues  are  deulred. 

271064 — A  tjuainess  mnn  In  Prunce  wishes  to  be  i>lacci]  In  touch  with  American 
mnnufflOturcrs  and  exporters  of  padlocks  Willi  a  vieiv  of  representing  theni 
lu  Eui'<Jpe.  lie  has  been  doing  business  tn  the  United  States  by  opening; 
cretllt  through  a  bank  for  amount  of  the  order  ns  soon  as  gootls  are  ready 
for  forwardlut;,  payiiipnt  being  made  against  delivery  of  goods  ur  against 
docnmenlB.  The  branch  of  on  Auiericiiu  express  eompuny  In  his  city  ■vi'ill 
ser\'c  as  luedliiin  for  olMihiug  of  credit,  payment  of  goods,  and  forwarding 
of  same,  If  desired,    Otiicr  lines  of  goods  will  also  be  considered. 

27167.* — A  mnn  In  France  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  es- 
jioi'ters  of  ugritullurol  machinery  Corre^raudence  sliould  be  In  Frencli. 
Keference 

271C8."— *A  conipony  in  iTamnlca  wishes  to  pnrchase  machinery  for  the  manu- 
factuie  of  <.oprn  and  coconut  oil  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  Kew 
York  or  Nen  Oi  leans  C  ish  will  be  paid,  Corrcspondcnco  may  be  lu 
English      Itefereucc 

27160.t— The  representative  of  a  Russian  firm  who  Is  at  present  In  iLe  United 
State's  desires  to  retiresont  American  nianufiicturers  nud  esptirtcrs  for  the 
sale  of  cotliin  and  cotton  goods,  agricultural  macliines,  automobiles,  etc.. 
In  Russian  markets  when  conditions  get  more  settled. 

27JT0.t — A  Ann  in  Mexico  desires  to  puivUaae  a  general  line  of  shelf  and  heavy 
liardware  and  builders'  and  contractms'  supplies.  Payment  will  be  made 
by  conflrmcti  crotlit  in  New  York.  Correspondence  niiiy  Iw  directed  t«  repre- 
sentative of  the  Arm  who  will  be  In  Now  York  until  about  July  15,  19IS. 
Reteronces. 

271Tl.t — A  man  In  the  Netherlands  wishes  to  purchase  medium  and  high-grade 
cigai-ettcs.    CorreMpondence  may  be  in  English.    Kefureuces. 

271T2.* — A  business  man  In  Frnueo  wishes  to  buy  canned  and  salted  meats, 
ham,  bacon,  pli;  fat.  pres(;rved  HkIi,  condensed  milk,  canned  milk  oiid  creani, 
and  all  such  canned  and  alimentary  pixxlucls.  Fifty  per  cent  of  order  will 
l>e  paid  In  the  United  States  and  balance  iu  France.  Correspondence 
should  be  in  French.    Reference. 
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Imiwrt  prohrbltloDR  ia  Bsrbadoi — 
Csno  icocoa  b«aiiii>   on  tbe  list  o 
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Paw. 
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130 

131 
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Paw, 
Eiporta  of  tea  oil  from  nankow„.       131 

Graphite  cniclbloa   plated  on  llnl  o 
rMriclHl  lmi>orf»- 

Id   epaln 

Plans  of  Lew    AustntlLan  Commerce 

CroD  repon  for  VnHod  Kingdom 136 

Shipment  of  anrnples  to  Argeuliua  b; 

ni*pnt  renearclT  work  of  bureau 13T 

Pnseat     Swedlsb      Indiulrlol     situ 

ForciKQ    tarlKa HO 

(.■anadlsn    Hovcrnment    railway    Im- 

Fori'lEU  Iruae  opportonifie-. 144 

IMFOBT  PROHIBITIONS  IN  BABBABOS. 

[IlritiBb  Roard  of  Trade  Journal,  June  IS,] 

Under  an  order  of  April  4,  tlie  impoi'tntion  of  the  following 
articles  into  the  island  is  prohibited:  Motor  cars;  doors,  sashes,  ana 
blinds;  furniture  (house,  office,  cabinet,  or  store) ;  pianos  and  organs; 
trunks,  valises,  traveling  and  tool  bags,  and  baskets  of  all  kinds; 
pleasure  vehicles;  toys  and  games. 

(The  list  of  goods  iiroliihited  from  Imports t ton  In  the  Winilward  Islands 
(Grenada.  Rt.  Vincent  and  St.  Lut-iu)  tieglunhig  July  19,  was  i)ubllslied  In 
L'ouuKSCK  Uepobts  foi-  July  0.] 


CACAO  (COCOA  BEANS)  ON  THE  LIST  OF  BESTBICTED  IHFORTS. 

Cacao  (cocoa  benns)  has  been  placed  by  the  War  Trade  Board 
upon  the  list  of  restricted  imports  {as  announced  in  a  rew  ruling 
W.  T.  B.  K.  163).  The  impoi'tation  of  an  amount  not  to  exceed 
30.000  tons  during  the  remainder  of  the  calendar  year  will  be  per- 
mitted. Out  of  the  amount  so  licensed,  the  reqiiirenients  of  the  Array 
and  Navy  ^ill  be  met  in  full,  and  the  remainder  will  be  allocated  hy 
the  Bureau  of  Imports  of  the  War  Trade  Board,  In  addition,  ship- 
ments from  Mexico  may  be  licensed  when  brought  forward  by  other 
than  ocean  transportation. 

To  effect  this  regulation,  all  outstanding  licenses  for  the  importa- 
tion of  cacao  (cocoa  beans)  have  been  revoked  as  to  ocean  shipments 
after  July  20, 1918. 

An  investigation  of  cocoa  stocks  in  this  ootmtry,  conducted  by  the 
War  Trade  Board  as  a  preliminary  to  this  regulation  of  imports, 
showed  stocks  on  hand  sufficient,  together  with  the  30,000  tons  of 
permitted  imports,  to  last  until  June,  1010,  so  that  the  restriction 
will  not  interfere  with  the  normal  consumption  of  cacao  in  this 
country. 

A  countiT  wortli  fightioK  for  is  a  country  woith  saving  tor.  Buy  Thrift 
Stunps. 
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OBAFHITE  CB1TCIBLES  FIACEII  OH  LIST  OF  RESTRICTED  IKFORTS. 

The  War  Trade  Board  have,  by  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  164), 
placed  gi'iiphite  crucibles  upon  the  list  of  restricted  imports.  All 
outstiinding  licenses  for  the  importation  of  graphite  crucibles  have 
been  revoked  as  to  oc-ean  shipments  after  July  15,  1918,  and  no 
licenfces  for  the  importation  of  tliis  commodity  for  shipment  after 
that  ilate  will  ho.  granted  for  the  rest  of  the  calendar  year. 

Imports  of  graphite  are  already  prohibited,  the  result  of  this  re- 
striction having  been  to  develop  an  adeqiiate  supply  of  graphite 
within  tlie  connfry.  The  action  of  the  War  Trade  Board  in  re- 
stricting the  importation  of  graphite  crucibles  i?  complementary  to 
the  restriction  upon  the  importation  of  graphite. 


PROPOSED  BEOUL&TIOH  OF  POTASH  HINES  IS  SPAIN. 

M'Icc  Consul  Ernciit  E.  Kvans,  ^la'irld.  Hay  ^0.] 

The  Gaeeta  de  Madrid  for  May  -2  contains  tlic  (ext  of  a  projected 
law  regulating  the  production  and  sale  of  potasli  salts  in  Spain.  The 
main  provisions  of  this  law  are: 

All  concessions  granted  for  the  dc^■eIopnlont  and  sale  of  potash 
salts,  as  well  as  any  other  minerals  used  m  the  manufacture  of  fer- 
tilizers and  related  products,  shall  l)e  subject  to  Government  con- 
trol. The  grantees  .shnii  work  these  concessions  uninterniptedly, 
either  for  investigation  or  for  exploilation. 

The  State  shall  fix  the  niaxiniuiii  and  minimum  annual  output  of 
each  mine,  regulating  annually  tlic  maximum  price  for  the  home 
market  and  the  minimum  price  ior  i-xpnrt. 

The  concessions  shall  be  subject  l<i  ihi.'  payment  of  the  mining  tax 
as  well  as  to  that  of  the  law  of  surface  area.  By  special  arrangement 
between  State  and  grantees  a  participation  of  the  former  in  the 
profits  derived  from  operation  of  (he  mines  may  be  substituted  for 
the  payment  of  tiie  said  taxes. 

The  period  of  time  to  be  devoted  to  the  study  and  development  of 
the  deposits  (varying  l>etween  two  and  five  years)  shall  be  sj>ecified 
in  the  title,  said  period  not  to  be  prorogued  or  considered  as  having 
expii-ed  except  at  the  petition  of  the  interested  parties.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period,  the  grantees  shall  submit  to  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  district  a  report  of  the  deposit,  together  with  a  review  of  the 
proposed  plan  of  operation. 
SQipensioii  of  Operation — Powers  of  the  QoTernmeiit. 

Temporary  su.spension  of  operations  will  be  justified  only  by: 

(1)  Force  majeure. 

(2)  An  economic  crisis  affecting  consumption  of  output  of  the 
mine. 

(3)  Operation  of  the  mine  at  a  loss  when  nel  value  of  output  will 
not  cover  cost  of  operation. 

(4)  Authorization  by  the  State  to  holder  of  several  concessions  to 
draw  the  total  output  from  one  or  several  of  the  mines,  leaving  the 
others  inactive. 

The  State  shall  enjoy  a  share  in  the  syndicate  of  owners  of  de- 
posits of  potassium  salts  and  shall  have  a  voice  in  its  administratioi»j 
contributing  to  the  work  of  investigation  and  exploitation  of  the  cle- 
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posits.  Likewise  tlie  State  shall  have  n  voice  in  the  mamifactiire  of 
fertilizers  and  shall  regulate  the  production  and  sale  of  same.  In 
tase  of  international  conflict  which  shall  seriously  affect  the  agricul- 
tural industry,  the  State  shall  have  power  to  take  over  the  deposits 
for  as  long  a  period  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary. 

An  office  regulating  tlie  development,  manufacture,  and  sale  of 
potassium  salts  shall  be  established  under  the  Ministorio  de  Yo- 
mento  when  the  mines  shall  e.xcecd  an  annual  production  of  50,000 
tons. 

The  State  is  further  empowered,  as  discoverer,  to  reserve  to  itself 
deposits  of  all  minerals  the  production  of  which  is  considered  of 
national  importance,  especially  those  necessary  to  agriculture,  pro- 
vided that  they  are  open  to  prospecting. 

Provision  is  mad«  for  the  autliorization  of  800,000  pesetas 
(roughly  $lfifl,000)  for  the  exploration  and  survey  of  deposits  in 
territories  reserved  by  the  State  in  the  Provinces  of  Barcelona  and 
Lerida  and  those  under  the  supervision  of  the  Geological  Institute. 


PLAHS  OF  NEW  AVSIHALIAIT  COMMERCE  DEFABIUENT. 

[Wti>klr  BolIctlD.  Canadian  DcpsrImeDt  of  Trade  snd  Commerce.  Oltaira,  Jul;  1.] 

The  Australian  Department  of  Commerce  and  Industry  and  the 
Science  and  Industry  Bureau,  involving  an  anticipated  expenditure 
during  the  first  year  of  £22,500  ($109,500),  have  made  a  start  by  the 
appointment  of  the  principal  executive  officers.  The  director  of 
Conunerce  and  Industry  receives  a  salary  of  £1,500  ($7,300)  per 
annum,  and  there  have  yet  to  be  joined  with  him  expert  representa- 
tives of  primary  and  secondary  industries.  In  addition  the  depart- 
ment will  be  assisted  by  various  subcommittees,  which  will  make 
recommendations  as  to  the  best  means  of  encouraging  production 
and  the  subsequent  sale  of  goods  and  products  not  only  in  AuLlralia 
but  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

For  this  purpose  trade  representatives  are  to  be  appointed  in 
various  over-sea  cotintries  and  through  tliem  the  aim  of  the  depart- 
ment will  be  to  open  up  markets  not  hitherto  explored  so  far  as 
Austraiian  goods  and  products  are  concerned.  This  department 
will  also  be  the  authority  to  which  all  proposals  for  legislative  and 
other  action  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  industries  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  Government  approval  and  generally,  in  conjunction  with 
the  a.'Fsociation  of  committees,  it  will  shape  a  policy  for  expanding 
trade,  improving  methods,  and  establishing  new  industries.  When 
legislative  or  financial  assistance  is  required  in  nn^  industry,  it  wilt 
make  such  recommendations  to  tlie  Government  as  it  deems  necessary. 

The  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Science  and  Industry  receives  a 
salary  of  £1,250  ($6,100),  and  this  branch  is  being  formed  into  a 
permanent  institute  to  take  the  place  of  the  advisory  council  that 
recently  concluded  its  labors.  The  object  of  the  Government  in 
creating  this  institute  is  to  initiate  an  extensive  scheme  of  scientific 
research  in  connection  with,  or  for  the  promotion  of,  primary  or 
swondarj'  industries  in  the  Commonwealth. 

It  is  understood  that  the  complete  organization  of  the  commerce 
and  science  staffs  is  now  receiving  the  attention  of  the  directors. 


If  yoa  bay  War-Savings  Stamps,  yon  also  help  yonr  coTintrTi, 
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FBESEHT  SWEDISH  IHinrSTEIAX  STTirATIOH. 

(Cammorclal  AtUcb^  Norman  L.  Anderson.  Cop«nluti«D,  DrnmaA,  iSty  11. 1 

At  the  national  Swedish  industrial  meeting  held  in  Stockholm 
April  22-27,  Mr.  K.  J.  Breskow,  chief  of  the  State  Indastrial  Com- 
mission, in  a  speech  gave  the  following  resume  of  the  present  status 
of  the  various  Swedish  industries: 

There  Is  Hardly  uny  danger  of  a  iiinterlnl  redurtiou  iu  tlic  producUoD  of  oor 
Iron  mines.  Id  the  Swedish  froii  and  .steel  Industry  ^"eh  slowing  up  on  haa 
iioei)  neeessnry  has  not  hcen  dne  to  a  KhurttiR:i>  oC  raw  materials;  It  is  raUier 
the  decreased  domestic  demand,  the  broken-off  exports,  end  slmlhir  causes  that 
have  liail  an  vinEavoroble  effect.  Prices  of  iron  manufactures  are  steadUjr 
declining. 

As  to  the  "engine"  industries  (including  shipyards)— In  November,  1917, 
IH)  sliopa  nnd  10  yards  had,  In  ail,  ntwnt  26.000  men,  as  against  19.000  In  1913. 
and  were  making  goods  to  the  Talae  of  IG.500,000  crowns  [$4,422,000  at  nonnnl 
excliau^e]  per  monUi,  as  against  6,500,000  crowns  [$1,742,000]  In  1913.  With  the 
esoepiion  of  (he  shipyards,  wliich  have  work  for  n  Jong  time  ahead,  the  situation 
now  is  not  quite  so  favorable.  The  demand  lias  decroa.sed.  Great  difllcultles  are 
encountered  on  account  of  sliortage  of  certain  metals,  especially  copper,  tin,  and 
alunilnum.  In  the  metiil  Industries  one  must  also  be  pre[>ared  for  some  dimin- 
ishing of  work. 
BnitdisE  Katerials— Pulp  and  Paper— Food  Ptoducts. 

Tlie  cement  factorlos  of  the  t-ouutry  iiroduced  only  about  three-rourtha  of 
theli'  output  of  1013  owing  to  the  dlfilculty  of  obtaining  coal. 

On  account  of  lack  of  coal  and  decreasing  demand  tlie  l:>uUdlng-tUe  industry 
is  produclnir  not  quite  three-fourths  of  the  output  of  1913.  The  manufacture 
of  l>urncil  tile  hns  Increased  as  against  1913  and  employs  about  1,500  men.  The 
coal  mines  have  increased  tlielr  production  from  360,000  tons  to  440,000  tons. 
The  lime  pits  ai-e  working  at  full  cepocit;  and  will  probably  conttune  to  do  so. 
The  peat  iudustiT  win  probably  In  the  summer  of  1918  employ  0.000  laborers 
lis  iipiln^^t  :!.4C10  In  1013.  The  glass  industry,  employing  about  4,500  workm^, 
depends  mainly  upon  the  Import  of  siilphate. 

Tlie  stone  industry  Ix  In  a  bad  state,  the  12,000  laborers  normally  so  employed 
having  to  a  great  extent  gone  to  other  work. 

The  timber  Industry  employed  in  1913,  iu  sawmills  and  planing  mllis,  44,000 
workmen.  The  value  of  Ihelr  output  wu.s  about  216,000,000  crowus  (557,888,- 
noOi.  I.iist  year  their  production  was  only  60  to  TO  per  cent  of  normal  years, 
imt  ihe  number  of  Iwborers  will  hardly  Ite  materially  reduced. 

Carpenters  and  cabinetmakers  are  still  fully  employed. 

The  STilpliite  Industry,  which  before  Ihe  war  produced  700,000  tons,  produced 
ill  l!il7  only  1)55,000  Ions.  The  riul|ihate  cellulose  Industry  has  during  the  war 
increased  its  production  from  150,000  tons  to  230,000  tons. 

The  paper  industry  is  among  thoee  that  have  profited  most  by  the  war.  In 
nil  branches  the  work  Is  going  on  as  before. 

In  the  food-products  industry  the  shortage  of  food  haa  greatly  limited  tlie 
work  and  caused  much  unemployment. 
Textile*,  Leather,  Chemicali,  and  Oil*. 

The  cotton-te-xtile  industry  has  had  to  stop  work  to  a  great  extent.  Some 
stuck  is  left,  however,  and  the  manufacture  of  paper  cloth  may  be  commenced  In 
these  factories. 

In  the  wool-textile  lndnstr>-  it  hns  been  possible  to  give  the  factories  work 
nnd  profit  by  a.  free  mixture  of  cotton  and  other  products. 

In  the  llneu  industry  sufficient  raw  materials  have  so  far  l>een  obtainable, 
and  the  works  are  running  at  full  speed. 

The  tanneries,  which  have  to  rely  exclusively  on  Swedish  raw  materials, 
employ  about  the  same  number  of  laborers  as  In  1913.  The  shoe  industry  is  on 
about  half  ration;  about  90  per  cent  of  the  laborers  in  1818,  or  7,500,  ore  rtlll 
working.    The  rubber  factories  are  making  various  war-time  articles. 

The  shortage  of  fats  has  reduced  Ihe  production  of  wap  nnd  candies  to  alwnt 
one-eighth  tlint  in  normal  time.i. 

The  snperphosphate  factories  are  lacking  raw  phospliates  and  hare  had  to 
partially  close  down. 
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In  1913  the  mIlte^  factories  employed  nbout  10,000  liiljorers  iiinl  iifnv  iilioiit 
12.0U0.  Ill  3913  the  production  wus  valued  iit  nliout  ly.CWO.OOO  eronns 
((.'■,0:K>,f,«0)   uua  now  about  TO.WW.OOO  crowus  ($lS,7liO.IK>0). 

A  factorj-  Is  b«>inK  huUt  for  makitiK  Kwid  cjl'i'der  oil  from  Rw-edlsli  nnv  male- 
riaL  The  fuel  oil  and  petroleum  quesllnn  la  not  quite  iig  favorable.  The  IMi- 
need-oH  quesiiou  is  quite  dark,  tbuugL  it  liua  ceitiiin  fuiui-e  iinmi-otts.  There 
Is  n  market!  shortnire  of  coal  tar. 

Great  difllcultieii  are  encountered  lu  such  InduKtrles  as  arc  linscd  on  raw  ma- 
terials from  ovei--s«a  countries.  A  calastroiilie  In  llii.i  rewfiei't  is,  however,  i(rtil>- 
ablf  still  a  lone  way  off.  To  make  the  most  of  the  situation  It  Is  uecesfary  that 
there  ^hnulil  be  on  intimate  cooperation  between  the  State  ami  tlie  industries. 
Tbe  State  will  probably  ennrinuc  the  rcculatlon  of  linr>orts  for  some  time  after 
the  var.  partly  to  properly  distribute  tlie  imported  goods  and  (jartly  to  regulate 
the  prk-es. 

GOTEBNUENT  FUBHCAIIONS  FOB  SALE. 

A  nuinl)er  of  publications  were  recoived  in  stork  for  siile  by  tlio 
Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the  week  ended 
July  6,  among  which  were  the  following: 

Paprr,  Paper  ProrfucM,  and  Printing  Uavhlncru  in  Arffcttlina.  rniffiiaii,  and 
Paraguai/  (Siiectal  Agents  Series  1B3,  Bureau  of  Forcien  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce).— Covers  foreign  trade,  public  conditions,  tiirirrs,  and  oilier  mutter.s 
lu  couiiectloD  with  the  trade  in  tie  countries  nieniioned.    I'rice,  20  cents. 

Agrirulttiral  Impleiiicnia  and  Slachhicrti  in  Australia  anil  .Vrio  Zcalaifl 
(Special  Agents  Series  lfi6,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce). — 
Embraces  economic  conditions,  agr  I  cultural  conditions,  foreign  trade,  railway 
ileTelopment,  effect  of  the  war,  crops,  markets  for  i>arliculur  linen  of  equipment, 
etc.    Price,  20  cents. 

Tc'l»  of  Large  Bridgr  Coliiiiins  (Standards  Bureau  Technical  Paper  101).— 
Olves  a  de«erl|>tion  of  the  testing  nmchlnerj'.  process,  and  scope  of  Investlsa- 
tlon  and  general  des<Ttptlon  of  tlie  results  of  the  te'<ln.    Price,  30  cents. 

Liam.  julc,  and  llcmp  Industrie*  in  the  I'nilcd  Jiinpilom,  with  notes  on 
the  zTuwhiR  and  manufacture  of  Jutc  In  India  (Si>eclal  Afc'ents  Series  74, 
reprlntl. — Covers  Uie  linen  Industry  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  (he  Jule  In- 
•l)i:<try  Id  Scotland,  and  the  hemp  Industry  la  the  United  Kingdom.     Price, 

The  Tariff  Act  of  October  S,  1913,  on  imports  into  the  United  fitala,  iritd 
indcr.  itymmouiy  odleil  the  Underwood  TarilT.  reprint. — (iivcs  customs  tariff 
on  all  cases  of  coiunioilitlcs  ImiHirted  Into  the  United  Slates.    Price,  10  cents. 


SIAH'S  CURRENCT  NOTES. 
(Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  llauiion.  Baugkok,  Apr.  la,] 
According  to  an  official  announcement  the  value  of  Siamese  Gov- 
ernment currency  notes  in  circulation  on  Murcli  31,  lyiSi,  was  S9.- 
fift4,i55  ticals  {$22,07o,050).  As  compared  with  the  vnliie  in  circula- 
tion 8t  the  end  of  February  this  was  an  increase  of  1,R90,030  ticals 
($6"25^11),  The  reserves  held  against  these  notes  were  distributed 
as  follows:  18,371,327  ticals  ($0,797,391)  was  retained  in  silver  at  the 
flovemment  treasury,  1,742,000  ticals  ($044,540)  were  ini-ested  in 
Indian  standing  stock,  2.091.S88  ($99:>.814)  in  British  war  bonds, 
1,510,810  ($559,000)  in  Siamese  stock.  2,141,750  ($792,448)  in  Jap- 
anese stock,  928,479  ($343,537)  in  Chinese,  and  1,079.000  ($399,230) 
in  EgvjJtian;  and  18,200,000  ticals  ($0,734,000)  was  on  fixed  deposit 
in  the  Hongkong  Bank  in  Ix)ndon,  2,000.000  ($902,000)  in  the  Char- 
teml  Bank,  l,.'iOO,000  ($481,000)  in  Lloyd's  Bank,  and  9,100,000 
($3_.367,0OO)   in  the  National  Provincial  Bank,  London. 


"  Thrive  by  Thrift,  Buy  War  Saving  Stamps." 
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EXFOBTS  OF  TEA  OIL  FKOX  HAKKOW. 

(ConBUI  4ienfro]  Rilirlii  1^.  runalDRliain,  Hankow.  4'lilna,  May  :!.] 

The  exports  of  tea  oil  frutn  Hankow  decreused  considerably  dur- 
ing 1917  compared  with  the  preceding  four  years,  as  shown  by  tlie 
following  figures:  1913,  89r>,400  imunds,  valued  at  $55,082;  1914, 
2,381,000  pounds,  $111,481;  1015.  1,917,500  pounds,  $08,907;  191G, 
1,372,800  pounds,  $03,961:  and  1917,  712,1^3  pounds,  $14,236. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Wilson's  "'A  Naturalis-t  in  Western  China "'  states  that — 
Ttio  iiroduc't  kDO»'n  iis  leu  oil  is  nut  produci.tl  by  tlic  tea  plant,  but  in  ex- 
pressed from  tlie  sneds  of  ihea  tasanqua,  known  lis  the  "  cU'a-yu  kuo'tzu,"  a 
relative  of  the  true  U'ii  plant,  from  wlilcli  it  iiiiiy  be  I'eatlily  dlsthigulsbed  by  Its 
liniry  shoots.  It  is  u  Blirtib,  conuuou  us  a  wild  (tlant  in  tbp  siiinlstone  rurlnes 
of  nortb  central  Szcchuaa  In  parts  of  eastern  Cliiiui  It  is  ubumlantly  eiilti- 
vnteU  for  the  sake  of  Its  oil,  but  lii  the  went  I  only  tnet  witb  piniiliitlons  In  the 
district  of  An  Hslen.  It  la,  however,  iviwrted  ns  1k>1iis  vultlvtited  la  the  Deitart- 
ment  of  Klung  Cliou  ond  elrewliere.  'ihi'  oil  id  nsml  to  udiilterale  cabbase  oil. 
and  by  Clitnese  1adle:s  as  o  dre«sln(t  for  their  linlr.  The  refiisc  eahe  Is  valued 
as  a  fertilizer,  nnd  when  npplled  to  rice  fields  js  snid  to  destroy  tlie  earth 
worms,  which  often  ntlack  the  young  riii^  plnnl^. 
Quaatity  ATailable  and  PrlMt. 

Tea  oil  is  chiefly  produced  in  Ilupeh  and  Hunnn  Provinces,  and 
it  is  said  that  it  is  offered  on  this  market  to  the  quantity  of  about 
20,000  piculs  (1  picul=133i  i>otinds)  per  annum.  Tlie"  quotation 
at  the  time  of  writing  is  from  15  to  16  taels  (abotit  $15  to  $16  gold) 
jjer  picul  (133it  i»unds),  and  varies  from  time  to  time  acconlinj;  to 
the  demand.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  llmt  tlio  present  high 
rate  of  exchange  increases  the  cost  when  rcclioned  in  gold,  as  the 
normal  value  of  a  tael  would  be  about  7ri  cents,  while  to-day  it  is 
$1.10. 

From  a  very  reliable  authority  it  is  ascertained  that  about  2,000 
piculs  may  be  obtained  at  pi-esent.  The  oil  is  placed  in  cask  contain- 
ers for  export;  each  cask  contains  280  catfies  (1  catty=1.3  pounds). 
The  cnsk  costs  about  4  taels  ($4  gold),  and  to  the  above  cost  must  be 
added  the  packing,  coolie  hire,  and  the  export  duty.  It  is  stated  that 
there  is  but  one  grade,  but  because  some  of  the  oil  is  not  properly 
settled  and  drawn  otF  it  contains  dirt,  which  miturnlly  reduces  the 
value  of  the  oil, 

FORIUTIOH  07  FREKCH  COMHESCIAL  BITREAIT  IN  liOHSOK. 

[BrilhD   (GovprnmcnO   Boaril  n(  Trade  Joiimsl,  Juni-  20,] 

The  formation  of  a  bureau,  called  the  Office  Commercial  Francais 
en  Angleterre,  imder  tlie  auspices  of  the  French  Cliambcr  of  Com- 
merce in  London  and  subject,  to  the  control  of  tlie  Frendi  Ministries 
of  Commerce  and  Foreign  Affaii'S,  represented  by  the  commercial 
attach^  to  the  French  Embassy  in  London,  has  been  notified  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence).  It 
is  stated  that  the  bureau  has  for  its  object  tlie  establishment  and 
development  by  all  means  of  commercial  relations  between  French 
producers  and  British  buyers,  and  the  promotion  of  the  sale  of 
French  goods  in  the  United  Kingdom.  It  also  seeks  to  promote  the 
study  or  commercial  products  and  methods  (raw  materials,  manu- 
facture, cost  and  sale  prices,  representation,  remittances,  etc.),  ivilli 
a  view  to  making  them  known  to  French  exporters. 


Goot^lc 
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CBO?  BEFOBT  FOR  UNITED  EINGDOU. 
tConsul  OeDeral  Robert  P.  SktuD^r.  London,  June  I'J] 
The  report  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  ngiicid- 
ttiral  conditions  in  England  ana  Wales  during  May  states  that  the 
month  was  very  favorable,  the  increased  warnitli  and  sufficient  rains 
bringing  the  crops  on  well.  In  some  few  areas  tlie  month  was  too 
dr^'.  and  rain  would  now  be  welcomed  in  most  parts  for  the  corn 
crops. 

"Wheat  is  mostly  looking  well,  but  some  of  the  spring  sown  on 
newly  plowod  grasslaiid  lia-i  Ipen  damaged  by  wireworm  or  leather- 
jackets.  Oats  suffered  more  from  these  pests  on  newly  broken-up 
pasture,  and  resowing  has  in  several  cases  been  necessary.  On  old 
arable  land  the  crops  are  strong  and  healthy,  and  generally  they  may 
be  described  as  satisfactory.  Barley  is  also  a  satisfactory  crop. 
Beans  are  good,  as  are  also  peas.  The  area  under  barley  is  rather, 
greater  than  last  year.  That  under  oats  is  larger  than  a  year  ago  by 
nearly  a  fourth. 

Potatoes  generally  present  a  satisfactory  appearance  and  are  of 
good  promise.  In  many  areas  planting  was  late,  and  the  main  crop 
is  not  yet  everywhere  al>ove  ground.  The  area  under  this  crop  is 
fully  20  per  cent  greater  than  last  year. 

Mangold  sowing  was  completed  under  favorable  conditions,  and 
the  crop  is  coming  up  well.  In  many  districts,  however,  damage  is 
reported  from  inswt  pe^ts,  and  some  resowing  has  had  to  he  done. 
Tnmip  sowing  is  going  on  under  satisfactory  conditions,  but  in  many 
districts  farmers  are  waiting  for  rain.  The  early  sown  crops  have 
been  frequently  attacked  by  turnip  fly. 

Hops  developed  well  during  the  month,  bnt  are  still  backward  in 
Kent.  Aphis  attacks  are  prevalent  in  all  districts  and  washing  is 
general,  but  the  crop  is  otherwise  satisfactory ;  and  i£  tlie  fly  can  be 
kept  under,  may  be  considered  promising.  The  area  is  rather  less 
than  last  year. 

The  prospects  for  all  orchard  fruit  are  very  poor,  particularly 
plums  (which  were  badly  cut  by  frost)  and  pears.  Bush  fruits  are 
decidedly  better ;  strawberries  should  be  about  average ;  raspbei'ries 
over  average;  while  currants  and  gooseberries  are  rather  under 
normal. 

Tlic  area  intended  for  hay,  whether  from  seeds  or  meadow,  is  less 
than  last  year  by  10  per  cent.  Prospects  are  good,  however,  nearly 
everj'wherp,  and  both  kinds  are  expected  to  yield  a  little  over  aver- 
age, the  best  reports  coming  from  the  eastern  counties. 

With  the  warmer  weather,  and  consequent  growth  of  grass,  live 
stock  have  made  good  progress  during  the  month  and  are  generally 
in  satisfactory  condition. 

The  suwplv  of  labor  continues  deficient  and  there  is  difficulty  in 
beeping  the  land  clean,  but  the  other  work  of  the  farm  has  generally 
been  done  without  undue  delay.  The  Whitsuntide  hirings  showed 
some  further  rises  in  wages. 

[CouBUl  Hunter  Sharp,  Bcirast,  Iri'land,  June  V2.] 

tntlook  In  Ireland. 

According  to  a  recent  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland,  the  open  character  of  the  past 
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ivinfpr  enabled  live  stock  to  be  carried  over  with  little  trouble  and 
expense.  Tillage  work  met  with  little  check,  and  all  preparatory 
ciiUiviition  was  well  advanced  as  seeding  time  approached. 

Dry  weather  set  in  early  in  Marcli,  and  a  better  seeding  time  has 
not  lleen  obtained  for  many  years.  All  crops  were  sown  with  the 
soil  in  fine  working  order.  Seeding  was  completed  much  earlier 
than  iisiml,  and  planting  of  the  potato  crop  was  favored  in  every 
respect.  The  extended  Kpell  of  dryness  and  the  occasional  night 
frosts  were  se^eie  on  pastures,  and  made  young  crops  more  liable  to 
injury  from  insect  attack.  Damage  by  wireworm  and  leatherjacket 
grub  was  general,  especially  where  crops  were  grown  after  fallow. 
The  rain  which  fell  in  May  brought  much  relief  to  everything,  and 
the  high  temperature  which  succeeded  it  induced  very  rapid  growth. 
Cereals,  Potatoes,  and  HanKcls- 

The  geneiul  opinion  on  Jiuie  1  is  tlutt  all  ciops,  with  puiliaps  the 
exception  of  flax,  are  esiMicially  promising.  Tlie  outstanding  features 
in  respect  to  the  .several  crops  may  be  sumuiai-ized  as  follows; 

Cerval  crop*.— Winter  wlicnt  loots  strong  lUid  vigorous,  especlaUy  that  sown 
during  Octo1)et'  nntl  eni'ly  Noveutlter.  The  ci'op  \»  nioBt  protnialni;  on  manured 
grouud,  nod  is  generally  de»'ribeil  as  ovcnivenigo.  Spring  wbeat  In  uiauy  dis- 
trusts Is  lincKwnrd  and  dtsappoliilins ;  this  Is  nitribntcd  to  tlie  Inferior  quality 
of  tlie  seed,  wlik'h  was  liotUy  saved  and  stored  In  si  damp  condition  dnrlng  the 
winter.  The  oat  erop  was  sown  wltb  the  noil  In  c)£<:dl«nt  order,  and  brairds  are 
tieolthy.  Wirewonn  attack  wan  se\'erc,  and  leatlterjacket  grub  made  nianir 
fiekL<<  patcliy.  Tlie  rain  in  Uay  Improved  tlic  aiipeui'ancc  of  the  crop,  and  tlie 
yield  1m  exiiecled  to  Inm  mil  overiiveruKe.  Barley  is  a  good  avemse  crop  and 
promises  well;  In  some  counties  the  opinion  Is  espressed  that  It  may  turn  out 
to  be  tlie  t>est  cereal  crop  of  the  year.  Rye.  wliidi  is  sown  chiefly  on  t>oggy 
land,  Is  doing  very  well  and  has  been  little  affected  liy  the  dryoess  of  the  p&st 
moDtli.  In  some  counties  there  is  a  rather  less  ni'ca  under  rye,  as  tlie  kind  of 
ground  on  wlileh  tMn  crop  Is  usually  grown  wtis  in  dry  enough  couditiou  at 
aeedlDK  time  for  oats  to  tie  sown.  Pivshnugh  has  l>ee]i  prevalent  in  com  crops, 
especially  In  limestone  districts.  Spraying  to  destroy  the  weed  has  been  prac- 
ticed to  a  mucli  finreatiU'  exient  than  lu  fiormer  years. 

Bcoii*. — Field  l>eaiis  ai'e  looking  veiy  well  and  arc  thicker  and  higher  over 
ground  than  u.-Jiinl  at  this  time  of  year. 

Potatoes. — Planting  hcgiin  at  the  end  of  March  and  wiis  coni|)leted  niQcIi 
eariler  than  usual ;  even  In  the  northern  counties  the  greater  part  of  the  wop 
was  planted  by  the  first  week  la  May.  Fields  In  which  tiprouted  seed  was 
planted  early  arc  making  vigorous  gi'owth,  and  the  later-planted  fields  are 
especially  healthy  iooklns.    Early  varieties  are  very  forward. 

MangeU  and  («ni(;>s.^Mangcls  have  brotrded  very  well.  In  some  counties 
the  early  mown  fields  are  showing  traces  of  attack  from  the  matigel  fly.  The 
crop  on  tlie  whole  looks  healthy  but  would  be  much  benefited  by  rain.  Turnip 
sowing  was  begun  rather  earllei-  than  usual,  and  u  good  area  has  now  beea 
completed.  The  first  sown  fields  are  sntlsfoclory,  thousli  checked  by  nlgbt 
frosts  and  "  lly  "  attack;  fields  sown  since  mid-May  are  somewhat  straggtinK. 
Tlie  dry  condition  of  the  soil  renders  the  young  plants  liable  to  be  eaten  out  by 
the  "fly."  Rain  Is  twidly  needed  for  this  Kto\>  above  all  others;  In  a  few  coaes 
already  resowing  has  been  found  necessary. 
Other  Root  Crops— Flax  aad  HaT^-Llve  Stoek. 

OtJicr  root  and  green  crops.— Cttbbages  ai'e  looking  w^l  and  are  more  wldtiy 
grown  than  last  year,  owing  to  the  supply  of  plants  i>eing  plentiful.  The  crop 
needs  moisture  and  is  not  benefttetl  by  the  bright,  dry  wealher.  Rye  and 
vetches,  sown  as  a  catch-crop,  were  later  and  lighter  than  usual.  In  some 
cases,  however,  Ihe  cixips  were  very  satis  factor;',  as  much  as  20  tons  per  acre 
of  green  feeding  being  secured.  There  has  been  a  reduced  area  of  seed  carrots 
sown  owing  to  the  dearncss  of  seed. 

PInic. — The  fla£  crop  Is  variable;  many  of  the  fields  ai-e  poor  tu  a[q>earaDce. 
In  a  few  cases  the  crop  failed  completely,  and  the  ground  was.  In  cooseaueiMe, 
replowcd  and  turnips  sown.    Many  fields,  especially  those  on  fallow,  were  at* 
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tacked  by  SDUtll  ground  beetles,  whicb  did  much  Injutr  to  the  brali-ds.  The 
esrty  sowings  appear  to  have  been  worst  affected,  the  Inter  sowing);  are  more 
promising;  but  the  whole  crop  is  sorely  in  need  of  rnln,  and  unless  there  is  a 
change  In  the  -weather,  the  vields  are  not  oxiM'i'teii  to  be  safisfnctorv.  The  Jirea 
■own  Is  consldarable. 

ffsy. — First-crop  baj-,  wbich  protulsed  well  early  In  the  seasou,  has  been 
Creatly  affected  by  the  long  drought,  and  will  give  a  light  yield.  It  proniisea 
better  since  the  ralna  In  the  middle  of  May ;  the  crop  Is  best  iin  medium  loam. 
SecoD*^;rop  fields  are  also  very  thin,  eicept  where  diessed  with  nrtlllolal 
tertlllzera  in  early  spring.    All  the  hay  crop  ia  badly  In  need  of  rain. 

Pulurrc  mnd  live  ttoch. — Pastures  are  generally  well  covered,  tiiouidi  hilly 
fidds  are  beginning  to  show  th  effects  of  drought  Slcii,  warm  fields  ^re 
carrying  a  thick  sole,  and  tlie  quality  of  the  grass  Is  excellent.  Cuttle  weut  out 
to  grass  In  very  thin  condition  owing  to  the  shortness  of  all  kinds  of  fodfter. 
Tliey  have  Improved  w«ll  on  the  pastures  dnc©  May,  and  im  now  thriving.  In 
iDMt  conatles  Uie  usual  numbers  of  live  stock,  with  the  exceptloa  «f  ased 
CfitUe,  have  been  fully  kept  up.    Lamb  numbers  are  well  up  to  average. 

8HIF1EBMT  OF  SAMPLES  TO  ABOXHTUTA  BY  FAICEL  POST. 

Infonnation  has  been  receivt?d  that  business  iionses  in  Argentina 
are  frequently  called  u^wn  to  pay  licavy  customs  mid  delivery 
charges  on  unsolicited  samples  sent  by  paiTol  post.  The  samples 
generally  do  not  interest  the  addressees  nnd  are  of  no  value  to  them. 
The  difficulties  and  expenses  involved  in  such  shipments  ore  thus 
described  in  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Buenos  Aires: 

Upon  arrival  of  «  pnrcel-post  iwicknge  the  iiost  office  semis  a  fotnml  notice. 
■Bd  we  then  have  to  preseot  a  declaration  of  Ignorance  of  contents,  which 
casta  4  pesoe  paper  ($1.70).  The  contents  are  thereupon  examined  by  a  cus- 
toms ofBcial,  and  when  they  are  of  no  couuucrciul  value  an  additional  charge 
of  O.CO  peso  paper  ($0.25)  is  made.  Dntlablo  gooils  are,  of  com-se,  subject  to 
the  a«ual  dutien. 

It  will  natnrally  be  sniige^ed  that  we  could  alutudoa  tliei*e  piircels  to  tltc 
pott  office,  but  as  we  are  uaually  without  any  Inforniatloa  as  to  their  contents, 
th^e  Is  doubt  as  to  whether  the  articles  may  not  be  of  nclual  impoi'tunce.  L'or 
this  reason  we  have  so  far  itnid  the  charges  and  withdritivn  all  the  imrcMs. 

In  order  to  retttin  the  good  will  of  j\Tgentina  iiuix>rtors,  Uierefore, 
it  is  urged  that  no  samples  be  sent  by  parcel  post  unless  they  liave 
been  specificfllly  requested  or  unless  arrangements  are  made  to  re- 
imburse the  addressee  for  the  cliar^cs  incurred.  In  the  case  of 
samples  without  commercial  value  weighing  up  to  12  ounces  the  diffi- 
culties referred  to  above  may  be  avoided  by  sending  by  sample  post 
in  the  regular  mails.  Advertising  matter  and  catalogues  admiesibla 
in  the  regular  mails  sliouJd  also  be  sent  in  the  I'cgulnr  mails  as 
"printed  matter "'  raUier  than  by  parcel  post,  in  order  to  avoid  exces- 
sive customs  and  duty  charges. 


Beoent  Besearah  Work  of  Bnreaa. 
Statistics  were  recently  compiled  by  the  Rcsenrch  Di\ision  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  on  the  following  sub- 
jects: Total  imports  and  exports  of  hosiery  by  the  United  Kingdom 
dnring  the  years  1913-1016  and  by  Germany  during  1911-1913;  ex- 
ports of  domestic  cement  from  France  and  Belgium  m  1912  and  1918, 
showing  the  countries  of  destination;  and  imports  of  steam  turbines 
into  Japan  by  countries  during  the  yean5  1907-1910. 

"  Thrire  by  Thrift,  Buy  War  Saving  Stamps." 

Goot^  Ic 
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NORWEGIAN  DEMAND  FOR  TANNING  MATEBIAT. 

[Eicprpt  Iicm  Norwegian  Trade  Journol  "  Farmond "'  transmlttpd  by  Cominertlal  Agent 
NormaD  L.  AiideraoD,  Copeabagen,  Donmark,  May  2t.i 

Only  half  of  tlie  Nonvefrmn  production  of  hides  can  be  used 
for  sole  le«ther,  and  a  great  deal  of  raw  material  has  been  imported 
for  this  purpose.  On  the  other  hand,  lighter  hides,  siich  as  calf  and 
sheep  skills,  have  to  a  great  extent  been  exported.  After  having 
been  treated  in  foreign  tanneries  they  have  been  repurchased.  The 
Norwegian  tanneries  have  only  been  equipped  for  treating  a  small 
part  of  tlie  lighter  kinds  of  skin  of  the  country's  own  production. 

Now,  howe\er,  the  State  Leather  Central  is  making  investigations 
with  regard  to  how  much  of  tlie  Norwegian  production  of  lighter 
hides  their  tanneries  for  uppers  are  able  to  treat ;  also  whether  the 
Eole  leather  tanneries  can  reorganize  their  production  in  such  a  way 
that  they  will  also  be  able  to  tan  uppers,  and  to  what  extent.  It  is 
the  intention  to  help  themselves  as  nmch  as  possible.  In  order  to 
accomplisli  this,  Norway  must  have  tanning  material.  Everything 
depends  oit  this.  The  State  is  therefore  taking  steps  to  organize 
the  protluction  of  tanning  bark.  This  is  a  difficult  problem  to  solve. 
Next  to  food,  clothing  is  the  most  important,  and  of  clothing,  foot- 
wear is  the  most  important. 
Emplo7ment  of  ITarweKlan  Bark, 

The  whole  Norwegian  tanning  industry  was  before  the  war  based 
on  import.  The  tanning  material  needed,  about  10,000  tons,  cost 
so  little  that  it  paid  to  nnport  it  even  from  sucii  distant  places  as 
India  and  Brazil.  This  import  has  now  been  entirely  stopped. 
The  agi-cciiient  with  America  stipulates  hardly  any  fi.\ed  quantities 
of  tanning  material.  The  stocks  on  hand  will  hardly  last  more  than 
three  or  four  months.  Everything  taken  into  consideration,  Norway 
must  therefore  try  to  procure  as  much  as  possible  of  Norwegian 
tanning  bark.  Beyond  the  10,000  tons,  about  2.000  tons  have  been 
produced  at  home.  However,  the  Norwegian  bark'  contains  only 
one-fourth  the  tanning  material  contained  in  the  bark  imported, 
so  four  times  as  much  will  be  required;  that  is,  40,000  tons.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  this  quantity  will  be  reached  this  year,  but  it  is 
hoped  to  get  a  good  part  of  it. 

The  Industrial  Supply  Department  has  requested  the  Leather 
Central  to  gather  and  distribute  the  tanning  hark.  The  State  does 
not  intend  to  do  any  business  with  the  gjithered  bark.  It  will  be 
sold  at  purchase  price  plus  expenses,  llie  whole  transaction  will 
run  into  about  10,000,000  crowns. 
Qatherlng  of  the  Bark— Prices. 

In  order  to  gather  as  much  bark  as  possible,  a  high  price  is  offered 
for  it — for  air-dried  spruce  bark  20  ore  (100  ore  [crown]  equals 
$0,268  American  currency),  for  birch  bark  24  ore,  for  oak  bark 
28  ore,  and  for  willow  bark  22  ore  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds),  delivered 
at  the  nearest  railroad  station  or  steamship  pier.  On  account  of  the 
high  freight  the  prices  for  the  districts  north  of  Trondhjem  will  be 
3  ore  lower  per  kilo. 

Only  bark  from  the  trees  hewn  in  "Sevjetiden"  (sap  time)  can 
be  used.  "Sevjetiden''  is  now  at  hand,  and  every  efTort  is  being 
made  to  organize  the  gathering.     This  will  be  comparatively  easy 
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SO  far  as  the  eastern  forest  districts  are  concerned,  becniise  the  State 
railroads  have  given  the  station  masters  orders  to  make  purchases. 
In  the  other  parts  of  tlie  country  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible 
to  get  the  dealers  and  steamship  forwarding  agents  to  do  the  same. 

The  gathering  of  bark  will  not  damage  tho  forests,  because  the 
bark  is  taken  from  hewn  trees.  Formerly  it  was  simply  left  as  refuse. 
That  it  has  now  become  of  value  means  an  extra  income  for  tiie  tim- 
ber ownei-s  of  30  to  40  crowns  per  dozen  hewn  timber,  which  means 
that  the  owners  practically  get  their  timber  hewn  for  notliiiig.  It 
is  expected  that  mainly  spruce  bark  will  be  gathered — baik  of  cellu- 
leee  timber.  In  contradistinction  to  saw  timber,  which  must  be 
treated  in  another  way  in  order  to  not  to  crack,  the  cellulose  timber 
may  be  cleft  at  once.  In  the  Sorlaad  district,  where  for  several 
generations  stub  cultivation  has  been  carried  on  with  a  view  to  oak 
hark  production,  the  high  price  of  bark  will  probably  mean  an  in- 
crease in  the  income  of  the  small  cultivators.  By  stub  cultivation 
the  tree  is  hewn  and  root  shoots  are  cultivated  on  the  stub.  ^Vhen 
the  young  shoot  has  reached  a. certain  height,  k  is  hewn  and  -cleft. 
On  the  whole,  the  bark  of  the  young  trees  is  richer  in  tanning  mate- 
rial than  that  of  older  trees. 
Srectian  of  Extract  Factoiy. 

In  connection  with  the  hark  gathering  plane  aie  being  made  for 
building  an  extract  factory  for  tanning  material.  If  this  is  realised, 
it  will  probably  also  ho  possible  to  utilize  the  bark  of  winter-hewn 
trees.  In  tbat  case  tlie  method  of  the  chemist,  Hans  Landmark,  will 
probably  be  used.  This  is  a  chemical  process  by  which  tlie  winter 
bark  of  spruce  trees  is  given  an  addition  of  the  sugar  which  is  only 
found  in  the  bark  in  Sevje"  (sap)  time.  Statistics  from  1910 
show  that  in  peace  times  Norway  imported  63,000  crowns*  worth  of 
spruce  bark  extract  per  annum.  Many  tanners  believe  that  the  win- 
ter bark  is  less  valuable  because  of  a  lower  content  of  tanning  mate- 
rial. Mr.  Landmark  does  not  share  this  opinion,  but  believes  that 
the  tanning  material  contents  of  the  bark  are  about  the  same  the 
year  aroiii^. 

It  is  also  reported  that  Mr.  Thor  Thoi'esen,  jr.,  is  planning  to  erect 
an  extract  factory. 

A  Norwegian  tanning  material,  "  Nor\-ego,"  a  sulphite  cellulose 
extract,  which  is  made  by  the  Union  Co.,  has  been  used  considerably 
io  Dcnmai^  and  Sweden.  In  Norway  the  opinions  of  the  tanners 
differ  scHnewhat  with  regard  to  this  material.  Better  result.^;  seem, 
however,  to  be  obtained  in  tanning  uppers  than  in  tanning  sole 
leather.  The  result  depends  some^at  on  the  mixture  proportion 
of  "  Norvego  "  with  other  tanning  materials.  It  is  reported  in  this 
ctmnedion  that  the  UniiMi  Co.  intends  to  send  out  men  to  the  tan- 
neries to  teach  them  the  right  use  of  "  Norvego,"  which,  when  used 
with  various  other  chemicals,  has  the  effect  of  causing  the  hides  to 
more  easily  absorb  the  tannin  from  the  other  tanning  materials. 

When  conditions  again  are  normal  it  is  perhaps  doubtful  whether 
that  which  is  now  being  built  up  by  the  State  to  enable  Norway  to 
help  itself  with  regard  to  tanning  material  will  be  maintained. 
However,  for  the  present  and  during  the  fii-st  years  after  the  war  it 
will  be  of  great  importance. 
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FOREIOIT  lABIFFS. 
BEAZIX. 

(Vice  CoDnul  Rlchnrd  P.  Momaen,  lllo  de  Janeiro,  May  2  and  20,] 
Inspection  of  Exported  Foodstuffs. 

The  exportation  of  food  products  from  Brai^il  lins  been  made  sub- 
ject to  reputations  contained  in  a,  Presidential  Decree  of  April  24, 
1918.  This  moaHure  was  enacted  as  a  result  of  complaints  that  cer- 
tain Brazilian  cereals  and  meat  pi-oducts  had  reached  their  destina- 
tion in  an  unmarketable  condition,  and  that  the  reputation  of  Bra- 
zilian products,  which  arc  constantly  finding  a  greater  market  abroad, 
was  endangered.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  measures  will  also  be 
taken  to  improve  the  quality  of  foodstuffs  for  domestic  consumption. 
Coffee  is  excepted  from  the  provisions  on  the  ground  that  ample 
precautions  have  already  been  taken  to  prevent  the  shipment  of  in- 
ferior grades.  With  that  exception,  no  foodstuffs  of  domestic  pro- 
duction will  be  passed  through  the  customhouses  for  ex^wrtation 
unless  accompanied  by  certificates  from  the  respective  Government 
bureaus  or  public  officials  designated  for  that  purpose  by  the  Min- 
ister of  Agriculture. 
Certlflcation  of  Exports. 

The  certificates  for  exports  are  to  be  drawn  up  in  triplicate,  two 
copies  being  delivered  to  the  exporter  and  one  retained  by  the  exam- 
ining office.  The  following  data  must  be  furnished  by  the  exporter 
and  appear  in  the  certificates:  (a)  Name  of  the  exporters  and  the 
place  where  the  goods  are  warehoused;  (6)  the  kind,  quality,  and 
quantity  of  the  goods;  (c)  the  kind  of  package  or  container  em- 
ployed and  marking  of  the  packages,  which  shall  always  include  tho 
word  "Brazil";  (d)  the  weights  of  the  packages  examined;  and  (e) 
the  date  of  the  examination.  The  exporters  are  also  required  to  state 
the  places  of  production  and  port  of  destination,  and  if  the  shipment 
consists  of  sterilized  cereals  the  system  employed  is  to  be  indicated. 
An  examination  of  the  products  will  be  made,  samples  being  taket\ 
indiscriminately  from  tne  packages  in  the  warehouse  ready  to  bo 
loaded  on  the  ^■e?sel^an<l  where  necessary  they  will  also  be  subject  to 
chemical  analysis.  The  fees  for  such  examination  and  analysis  arc 
to  be  regidated  by  a  later  order. 

No  specific  standards  are  fixed  in  the  original  decree,  but  there  is 
a  general  prohibition  against  the  exportation  of  commodities  of  bad 
quality.  Heavy  fines  may  be  imposed  where  frauds  have  been  com- 
mitted and  are  discovered  by  the  Brazilian  consular  officers  at  the 
port  of  destination.  Any  discrepancies  in  weight  discovered  at  the 
time  of  examination  are  to  be  noted  on  the  certificate. 

The  Brokers'  Association   (Junta  dos  Corretores)   at  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro has  publislied  a  notice  that  it  has  been  authorized  to  issue  cer- 
tificates for  cereals  and  other  articles  easily  inspected  and  is  now  able 
to  furnish  the  required  ceitificates  for  poods  intended  for  exportation. 
BBZTISH  INDIA. 
ITIip  Gnzeltc  of  India,  Mar.  S3.] 

new  Income  Tax  Law. 

The  amount  and  form  of  payment  of  taxes  on  incomes  during  tho 
vear  beginning  April  1,  1!>18,  are  regulated  by  an  act  of  the  Indian 
Legislative  Council,  which  received  the  assent  of  the  Govei-nor  Qen- 
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M»l  on  March  19. 1918.  No  tax  is  imposerl  on  incomes  Ipks  tlian  1 .000 
rupees  ($324),  wnile  for  incomes  in  excess  of  that  amount  the  tax  is 
graduated,  ranging  from  4  pies  in  the  rupee  (2  per  cent)  to  1  nnflu  in 
tne  rupee  (GJ  per  cent) .  Companies  or  partnerships  constituted  under 
a  registered  instrument  are  subject  to  the  maximum  rate  regardiess 
of  the  amount  of  the  income,  provided  it  exceeds  1,000  rupees.  The 
act  also  specifies  the  classes  of  incomes  subject  to  and  exempt  from 
the  tax  and  the  expenses  for  which  deductions  may  be  allowed  in  the 
case  of  income  derived  from  business.  Under  the  last  heading  are 
included  rent,  insurance,  repairs,  taxes,  and  similar  expenses.  In- 
comes of  nonresidents  are  covered  by  Section  33,  which  provides  that 
'"in  the  case  of  a  person  residing  out  of  British  India  all  profits  and 
gains  accruing  or  arising  to  such  person,  whether  directly  or  in- 
directly, through  or  from  any  business  connection  in  British  India, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  income  accruing  or  ari^'^g  within  British  India, 
and  fihall  be  chargeable  to  income  tax  in  the  i  :ime  of  the  agent  of  any 
such  person,  and  such  agent  ehaU  be  deemed  to  bo  for  all  purposes  of 
this  act  the  asseesee  in  respect  of  such  income  tax." 
CAHADA. 
[The  CaBmdfl  GniPtte   (Ettca),  Apr.  18.1 

Knlei  foi  Qrading  and  Marklns  of  Ekki. 

By  an  order  in  council  of  April  5,  regulations  for  the  grading  and 
marking  of  eggs  ai-e  promulgated  under  section  9  of  the  Live  Stock 
and  lave  Stock  Products  Act,  1017.  The  standards  distinguish  four 
classes  of  egg^,  viz.  fresh,  stored,  preserved,  and  cracked  eggs,  with 
various  grades  under  the  first  and  third  named  classes,  li^ggs  in- 
tended for  incubation  are  not  affected  by  the  present  rules. 

Marking  regulations  are  prescribed  in  detail  botli  for  eggs  to  be  ex- 
ported and  for  those  for  domestic  sale.  Every  case  of  eggs  for  ex- 
port must  be  marked  on  both  ends  with  the  words  "  Canadian  eggs  " 
and  the  class  and  grade  of  the  contents.  Canadian  standard  cases  are 
to  certain  30  dozen  eggs  and  when  shipped  out  of  Canada  must  be 
provided  n-ith  fresh  white  fillers  and  fiats.  Shipments  of  25  cases  or 
more  for  exportation  are  subject  to  inspection  and  must  bear  the  Gov- 
ernment stamp  of  approval  before  being  allowed  to  go  forward. 
Smaller  lots  ore,  of  course,  to  be  marked  as  provided  above,  but  need 
not  be  inspected. 

Shipments  of  100  cases  or  move  to  be  sent  from  one  province  to  an- 
other in  Canada  are  required  to  be  marked  and  inspected,  and  if  of 
other  than  Canadian  origin  must  bear  the  name  of  the  country  of 
origin. 

IMeasarefl  to  prereot  tbe  reprpsentntton  of  eSRS  Imported  from  uLlicr  rutintrles 
as  Caoadlan  products  were  adopted  in  1910.    Km  Oomubbcb  TlKPoRTa  for  July 
21  SDd  Aug.  28,  1916,  or  Foreign  Tariff  Notex  No.  22,  p.  29.] 
AppllMtloii  of  Wu  Bxolte  Tuci  on  Jtvtlrj, 

Decisions  of  the  Canadian  Board  of  Customs,  published  ns  Ap- 
praisers' Balletin  No.  1743.  of  June  11, 1918,  define  the  application  of 
the  special  war  excise  taxes  of  10  per  cent  of  the  duty-paid  value  on 
certain  articles,  which  were  described  in  Commerce  Reports  of  May 
0. 1919.  As  had  already  been  decided,  the  term  "  jeivelry  "  for  the 
purposes  of  the  tax  is  held  to  apply  only  to  articles  cla.ssified  under 
tarifl'  No.  647,  which  includes  "Jewelry  of  any  material  for  the 
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adornment  of  tlie  person,  not  otiierwiso  provided  for,"  but  does  not 
include  unset  diiiinonds  or  industrial  dinmonds.  Neither  does  the 
tax  apply  to  jeweirj-  entitled  to  admission  as  travelers'  baggage  nor 
to  semimanufuctured  materials  of  gold  and  silver  for  use  in  the 
manufacture  of  jcwelrj',  such  as  bars,  joints,  necklace  clasps,  snaps, 
etc,  A  list  of  the  articles  tliat  are  classified  as  jewelry  has  been  issued, 
of  which  the  following  are  typical:  Bar  pins,  buckles,  chains,  crosses, 
eari'ings,  fobs,  lockets,  rings,  and  school  pins. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  recent  prohibitions  against  importation 
(see  Commerce  Eeports  of  June  13,  1918),  do  not  apply  to  gold  or 
silver  jewelry,  although  gold  and  silver  manufactures  not  otherwise 
specified  are  included. 

HADAQABCAE. 
[CddbuI  Jamrs  G.  Carter,  Tanaaarlvo,  Apr.  14.] 

Duty  on  Indirect  Importations. 

(.Toods  imported  into  Madagascar  from  France,  French  colonies, 
and  allied  and  neutral  countries  and  transshipped  at  Zanzibar,  Dur- 
ban, or  Mauritius  are  considered  as  having  been  imported  direct  and 
are  subject  to  duty  as  in  the  case  of  direct  shipment.  This  ruling, 
published  in  tlie  Journal  Officiel  of  Madagascar  for  April  13,  gives 
relief  to  many  foreign  shippers  whose  goods,  since  the  opening  of 
the  war,  have  been  sent  to  Madagascar  by  indirect  routes  through 
countries  not  entitled  to  the  mininmm  rates  of  the  tariff  and  were 
accordingly  subject  to  the  higher  or  "  general "  rates.  In  order  to 
secure  the  benefit  of  this  concession  iinportei's  must  furnish  consular 
certificates  proving  that  the  goods  were  simply  transshipped  at  the 
intermediate  port  and  were  not  subject  to  any  manipulation. 

Until  the  adoiition  of  the  new  regulation  on  April  4,  merchandise 
imported  into  Madagascar  from  the  United  States  and  European 
countries  other  than  France  were  obliged  to  pay  the  higher  rates  if 
not  forwarded  direct  from  the  country  of  origin  or  through  France 
or  some  country  entitled  to  the  minimum  rates  of  tlie  tariff.  As  trans- 
shipment in  France  is  impracticable,  American  exporters  have  been 
obliged  to  arrange  for  their  Madagascar  shipments  via  South  Africa, 
Mauritius,  Zanzibar,  or  other  countries. 

[Tlie  tarlft  ot  MaOnEna-nr  Is  the  Mirn>  as  tliiit  ot  Fi-nnce,  es(?ept  lii  tlio  case 
of  n  few  artk'lea  (see  Commebce  ItEPORis  (or  May  24,  lillT).  Certniii  classes 
of  nrtk'Ica  frnm  the  Valteit  States  are  dutluble  at  the  mlulinum  rates  of  the 
French  tariff.] 

SEW  ZEALAND. 
[Di'ltbh  Hoard  or  Tradi^  Juuiunl,  May  30.] 
Basil  for  Ad  Valorem  Duty. 

Notice  has  been  given  by  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  of  a 
temporary  change  in  the  practice  as  regards  the  basis  for  the  im- 
position of  ad  valorem  duties.  Normally  duty  is  as.sessed  upon  the 
value  of  the  goods  f.  o.  b.  port  of  exportation  at  the  time  of  ship- 
ment, with  the  addition  of  10  per  cent.  It  has  been  decided,  however, 
that  claims  shall  not  be  made  against  importers  in  the  Dominion  for 
increased  duty  on  account  of  rise  in  the  price  of  the  goods  between 
the  date  of  invoicing  the  order  and  the  date  of  sliipment,  where  it 
is  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  invoice  price  represents  the  genuine 
purchase  price  as  between  the  buyer  in  New  Zealand  and  the  ex- 
porter. This  ruling  does  not  apply  to  house-to-house  invoices  nor 
in  cases  where  there  is  no  purchase  as  ordinarily  understood.    In 
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order  to  take  advantage  of  the  deciraon  it  is  recommentled  tlitit  ex- 
porters indicate  the  home  oMisuinption  value  at  the  date  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  order.  This  may  bo  clone  by  means  of  a  note  to  tlie  fol- 
lowing effect  at  the  foot  of  the  invoice :  "  The  home  consumption 

Talue  of  the  above-mentioned  goods  on ,  1918  {the  date  of  tlie 

receipt  of  the  order  for  the  goods),  Tvas  $ ,  net  cash,"    If  more 

convenient  this  information  can  be  incorporated  in  a  sepHnitc  col- 
umn of  the  invoice  or  the  groee  selling  prices  and  the  ordinary  trade 
and  ca^  discounts  allowed  may  be  separately  specified. 

ITIUh  decision  of  the  New  Zealand  Government  Is  In  apcoid  with  -tlie  de- 
cision ot  tbe  AustraUan  Government  on  the  sanie  subject,  notice  ot  whk'h  was 
elTen  In  Commerce  REPOitra  of  February  10,  1918.  A  similar  concession  of  the 
Union  of  SoQlh  Africa  Is  reported  in  Foreign  Tnrlff  Nolos  N<j.  Ii5.  p.  187.] 

HIOEEIA. 
Sxp«rt  Daty  oa  Feannt*  and  Hldci. 

Consul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Senegal,  has  reported  that  the  Goveniment  of 
Nigeria.  British  West  Africa,  has  placed  export  duties  on  the  fol- 
lowing goods  at  the  rates  shown:  Peanuts,  $2.44  per  ton;  tunned 
hides  and  skins,  $0.0C  per  pound;  untanncd  or  haire^I  skins  and 
hides,  $0.01  per  pound.  Tlie  order  was  passed  December  27,  1917, 
and  went  into  effect  January  1, 1918. 


CAHADIAN  OOTESHUEHT  RAILWAY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

(Consul  E,  Venw  Rlcb«r4son,  Moncton.  Nen-  Bmofiirlrk.  .Tnnp  2T.1 

Announcements  were  made  in  Commerce  Beforts  of  May  25  and 
June  4  of  the  recent  acquisition  by  the  Canadian  Government  Rail- 
way system  of  certain  branch  lines  previously  operated  on  private 
account.  It  is  now  announced  that  the  Department  of  Railways  and 
Canals  has  ordered  the  beginning  of  improvements  on  these  newly 
ac<]uired  lines  with  a  view  to  bringing  them  up  to  an  operating 
standard  comparable  with  the  trunk  liues  of  the  Government  service. 

Tlie  line  from  Cross  Creek  to  Stanley,  fcuineily  the  York  &  Carle- 
tou,  is  already  receiving  attention.  The  work  to  be  done  includes 
grading,  the  setting  of  new  ties,  and  the  laying  of  heavier  rails.  In 
all,  about  18,000  ties  will  be  needed,  and  tlie  heavier  rails  will  be 
used  over  the  whole  length  of  the  road.  New  cars  and  other  rolling 
stock  will  be  provided. 

On  the  Moncton  and  Buctouche  line  improvements  have  also  been 
begun.  Tbe  roadbed  is  in  serious  need  of  repairs,  and  it  is  to  this 
work  that  the  first  coneideration  will  be  given.  Now  rails  will  be 
laid  where  necessary  and  much  ballasting  done. 

The  Salisbury  and  Albert  road  has  been  carefully  inspected  by 
officials  of  the  Government  system,  as  has  the  St.  Martins  Railway. 
To  both  are  promised  a  full  share  of  improvements  of  a  character 
lo  make  thwn  fit  for  increased  freight  and  pa.ssenger  ti-affic  as  well 
as  for  a  more  rapid  service  than  has  hitherto  been  possible. 

Imstease  in  Algerian  Bank-Note  Issue. 
According  to  a  decree  of  the  French  Minister  of  Finance,  dated 
May  28, 1918,  the  text  of  which  was  transmitted  by  Ambassador  Wil- 
liam G.  Sharp,  the  maximum  bank-note  issue  of  the  Bank  of  Algeria 
iiaa  been  increased  from  6.^0,000,000  francs  to  700,000,000  francs. 
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POBEIGN  TBADE  OPPOSTTTMITIES. 

Reserved  Bddresaea  may  he  oblalned  fcom  the  Bare**  and  Its  dlstrlrt  a.nA  poopera- 
tlve  offlprs.  Itcquest  foe  rncli  oppartunlty  should  l>e  on  a  separale  ^licet  aDil  Btale 
opportnulty  unmlirr.  The  Bnrpan  di>eM  nol  furntsb  credit  ratlnRti  or  aasume 
respoDfllliltlty  an  to  the  HtandlnE  of  torplRo  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautloDB  sbould  be 
taken  In  .ill  caspK.  HjiolHili ;  •  Iti'portod  by  Ainerlcan  conRular  omrers:  t  Reportpd  hy 
commercial  nttnchi'B  nod  commercial  tgents ;  I  l>lrect  Inquiries  received  bj  the  Bureau. 
In  consldeFlniT  thp  (olloirlnir  "  apportnoltlo  "  iiipe«l«l  rv«iinl  Bhsiild  be 

IiBil  t«  Ihc  laws  KBd  reBDlntlaiiB  saverntiiK  export   IltreniieB  and  trftdlns 

nttb  (be  eoemr. 

noolB  and  shoes 271R! 


!U  (foods 27175 


FotHl  pi'oducts a7177,  :;7178,  271Sa 


nd  acccfsorlc!. 

i  iTft 

27174. t — An  engineer  In  France  desires  to  pnreliase  or  sociire  an  npenpy  for  the 
snie  of  [lacking  hou!ie  ninelUnery  tiiid  equipment,  eueli  as  vbntublea  for  the 
slaugUter  room,  meat  hooks,  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  steam  lard, 
oleo  stock,  nuU  umt-hlncry  for  drying  blood  and  tunknge.    References. 

27175.* — An  aceney  la  desired  by  a  man  In  Algeria  for  the  sale  of  cotton  anf 
woolen  goods  for  tailoring  purposes.  I'liynient  will  be  made  against  docu- 
ments In  AlfKfla.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

27176.t — The  American  representative  of  a  flrm  In  Denmark  desires  to  pnr- 
eliase oleln  In  consignments  of  about  100  barrels  for  shipment  to  Norway. 
QnotutlonB  should  be  uia<te  t  .o.  b.  New  York.  Payment  will  ]te  made  by 
cash  against  documents  if  other  terms  can  not  lie  arranged.    Kefereuce. 

271"".*^A  man  In  Arneiitlnn  would  like  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of 
rice,  sugar,  fresh  fniltn,  (lrie<l  frulls,  canned  fruits,  onluiis,  jKitatoes,  nuts, 
coltonsewl  oil,  and  foodstnfCn  In  general.  CorresiMinUeuce  niiiy  bo  In  Eng- 
lish.   Iteferenccs. 

2717S.* — An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  ninn  In  France  for  the  sale  of  food  products. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  FrenelL 

27179. •— A  man  In  England  wishes  to  purchase  nickeled  Imclde.i  for  J  inch 
and  ft  Inch  slioe  straps,  curved  over  to  "  ride "  on  Instep,  also  proiigiess 
buckles  curved  In  like  manner.  Payment  will  be  inaUe  by  cash  against  docu- 
ments.   Itefereuce. 

27180.t — An  agency  is  desired  by  a  man  In  Norway  for  the  sale  of  special  fix- 
tures iitul  appliances  such  as  would  appeal  to  a  retail  store  and  office. 
Payment  will  be  made  against  bHI  of  ladiiis  In  Xew  York.  OorresiKindeuce 
may  be  In  English.    References. 

27181. '—A  business  mnn  In  France  desires  to  secure  an  agency  for  rhe  sale  of 
boots  and  shoes  and  any  other  goods  having  a  good  sale  in  France.  Corre- 
spondence sbould  be  in  French, 

27182.* — A  man  In  Argentina  wishes  to  purchase  nnd  necure  agencies  for  the 
sals  of  powders,  ]>astcs,  extracts,  etc.,  used  for  dipping  sheep;  i-nccines, 
nicotine  extract,  arseuic  powdei's,  and  UiiJS.  Correiijwudeuce  may  be  in 
English.    Reference. 

27183.'— A  company  In  Algeria  <lcsires  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for 
the  sale  nf  all  kinds  of  food  pr«lucts,  e.s|>eclaliy  liiscnits,  liaui.  jam,  flour, 
presenes.  etc.;  also  watches  and  clocks,  hosiery,  small  motor  cars  anci 
accessories,  razors,  fountain  pens,  Ink,  paper,  and  stationery.  Payment 
will  be  made  by  cash  against  documents  at  destination.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English.    Iteferenccs. 

A  coantry  worth  fighting  for  Is  a  countr^r  worth  saving  for.    Buy  Thrift 
Stamps. 
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H£W  BTTIINGS  SEQAHSIHG  THE  DfPORTATIOH  OF  WOOL. 
The  supply  of  wool  in  the  United  States  has  been  grndually  de- 
creasing owing  to  the  enormous  demands  for  military  requirements, 
and  because  of  the  shortage  in  ocean  tonnage  for  transporting  wool 
to  this  country,  and  it  is  evident  there  will  not  be  sufficient  wool  to 
take  care  of  both  civilian  and  military  needs  unless  some  compre- 
hensive plan  is  adopted  for  purchasing  and  importing  the  necessary 
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__i  apparent  that  under  the  present  system  of  private  trans- 
actions in  wool  it  is  difficult  to  insure  the  utilization  thereof  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  country ;  and  likewise  difficult  for  individuals 
to  secure  the  necessary  tonnage  because  of  lack  of  assurance  to  the 
Shipping  Board  that  the  wools  imported  will  be  used  for  the  national 
interests. 

The  War  Trade  Board  after  consultation  with  the  War  Industries 
Board  and  the  War  Department  have  therefore  adopted  the  follow- 
ing ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  166) : 

1.  All  outstanding  licenses  for  the  importation  of  wool  from 
Uruguay,  Argentine,  and  South  Africa  are  revoked  as  to  ocean 
shipments  made  from  abroad  after  July  28,  1018. 
■  2.  Hereafter  no  licenses  for  the  importation  of  wool  from  the 
countries  above  referred  to  for  shipment  from  abroad  after  July  28, 
1918,  will  be  issued  for  the  i-emainder  of  the  present  calendar  year, 
except  to  the  Quartermaster  General  of  the  United  States  Army. 

STATEMENTS  FILED  UNDEH  EXFOBT  TRADE  ACT. 

Bulletin  No,  2,  dated  July  9,  issued  by  the  export  trade  division 
of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  announces  that  statements  pur- 
porting to  bo  under  the  Export  Trade  Act  approved  April  10,  1918, 
nave  l^n  filed  by  firms  in. addition  to  those  reported  in  Bulletin 
No.  1.    [See  Commerce  Reports  for  June  19,  1918.] 

The  names  and  addresses  of  those  from  whom  such  papers  have 
been  received  are  set  forth  below.    The  fact  that  names  are  included 
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in  this  list  does  not  imply  that  the  eorporatJons  w  associations 
muned  are  solely  engaged  in  export  t^ade  or  otherivise  qualified  iinder 
the  act,  nor  tha*  the  statements  filed  are  complete : 

Deco  Co.,  51-53  Wliite  Street,  New  York  City. 

DeLlma,  Corrca  &  Cortlssoz  (Inc.),  8-10  Bridge  Street,  New  York  City. 

Europenn  &  Far  Eastern  Sales  Co.  <Inc.),  27  Wllllnm  Street,  New  Xort  Citj. 

Pfljardo  Bros.  &  Co.  (Inc.).  27  WJHtom  Street,  New  York  City. 

Galena  Signal  Oil  Co.  of  Brazfl,  17  Battery  Plnee,  New  York  City. 

Eolsnm  Co.  (Inc.),  18  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

National  Trading  Co.,  400  Montgomery  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

ParsoDB  ft  Yt^blttOBore,  174  Fulton  Street,  New  York  CM?. 

Redwood  BxpOTt  Co.,  280  California  Street,  8an  Francisco,  Cal. 

Texas  Co.  (Sontb  America)  (Ltd.),  Tlie,  17  Battery  Plftce,  New  York  City. 

Zaldo  &  Martinez  Export  Co.  (Inc.),  08  Beaver  Street,  New  Xork  City. 

Zocco?a  Co.,  The,  GO  Soatb  Street,  Boston,  Haas. 

All  mail  intended  for  the  export  trade  dividon  should  be  addressed 
to  "  Federal  Trade  Commission,  Export  Division,  Washijogton, 
D.  C."  

HYDKOELECTRIC  FOWSB  DI8TBIBUTI0N  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Coanl  Onenl  Albert  BUstead,  StockHMm,  Jdm  4.) 

Proprietary  ownership  of  water  power  ia  Sweden  is  in  conneetion 
with  tne  proprietary  ownership  of^the  shore.  In  the  utilization  of 
water  power  from  the  lareer  streams  a  certain  amount  of  watw  must 
be  reserved  for  public  utility. 

The  capacity  of  the  water  plants  constructed  in  the  country  is 
about  4,000,000  turbine  horsepower,  of  which  1,000,000  turbine  horse- 
power was  completed  during  1917,  one-fourth  by  the  Government 
and  tiiree-fourtlis  by  municipalities  and  private  corporations,  gen- 
erally large  industrmi  enterprises. 

The  electrical  power  plants  in  the  cities  and  larger  municipalities 
are  as  a  rule  owned  and  operated  by  the  parishes  in  conjunction  with 
the  Government  and  private  corporations.  The  munic^l  pow» 
plants  are  very  popular  and  progressive  and  frequently  earn  good 
profits.  The  greater  part  of  the  energy  produced,  or  say  92  per  cent,  is 
being  utilized  by  the  lorgei'  industries  ajid  S  per  cent  by  the  so-called 
civil  requirements,  such  as  for  illurainati(Hi  and  for  the  lesser  indus- 
tries. 
Cnmnt  tor  Xnnl  GMuamen — Hate*. 

Electrical  power  is  obtainable  in  all  the  cities  and  larger  com- 
munities of  Sweden  and  to  a  considerable  extent  even  out  in  the 
conntrv.  Extensive  wiring  out  in  the  country  is  now  taking  place, 
the  pnncipal  reason  being  the  scarcity  of  ilhim'inating  oil  as  a  result 
of  the  war.  At  the  same  time  lively  interest  is  being  manifested  to 
prevent  the  rural  population  from  moving  to  the  cities,  and  it  is 
thought  that  power  distribution  may  exert  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
fluence. The  main  lines  of  the  Government  and  otlier  corporation 
plants  arc  extended  through  the  countrj^,  but  the  distribution  of  con- 
duits for  the  farmers  and  the  smaller  industries  is  generally  being 
done  by  associations  or  limited  companies  and  rarely  by  the  larger 
power  plants. 

Current  is  being  !-old  in  a  number  of  ways,  the  most  common  being 
the  kilowatt-honr,  the  combination  rate  (maximum  demand),  ana 
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very  seldom  the  contract  rate  (flat  rate).  Tlie  prices  naturally  vary 
according  to  localities  and  the  amounts  consumed,  no  discrimination 
being  made  between  the  large  and  small  consumers.  The  usual  price 
for  the  small  consumer  before  the  war  was  10  to  12  ore  ($0.0268  to 
$0.0316)  per  kilowatt-hour. 


CHANQES  IN  ENEMY  TSADING  UST. 
The  following  additions  will  be  made  to  the  Enemy  Trading  List 
asot  July  12, 1918: 

AHGENTINA. 

Torta,  Jose  B..  Calle  Salta  231,  Buenos  Aires. 
I'llmnn.  H.,  &  Co.,  Bueooa  Aires. 
Wolff,  Otto,  Buenos  Aires. 


Frflnk,  Jncoh,  &  Co.,  Oruro. 
(luttowski.  Mat,  Oruro. 
I.ehiuan,  AValdemar,  La  Faz. 

DBAZTL. 

Anilrotle,  Mnrcelino  Je.  Itua  Dr.  Coclirune  3 

BerchC.  Adolfo,  Itto  Grnuile  ilo  Sul. 

Bloch,  Eugpn,  Rno  ronlo. 

Blolim,  P.,  Blumeiiau. 

Bojangn,  H.  C,  Fetotas. 

jDr^hen.o.  John.  &  Co.,  Rio  ile  Jnnelro. 

Pinatel,  Luis,  ^ao  I'nulo. 

Schumauu  &  Co.,  Para  anil  Porto  Alegre. 


Diiirez,  ^[Qximo,  San  Jose. 

Debo  Rutn,  Fmnciswo.     (See  Ruin,  Frnneisco  Debo.) 

Kopper,  Euseblo  Otto,  &  Co.,  Grecla, 

Luthiuer,  Freilerico,  Sau  .Tose. 

Relmers,  Fenllnniid  (or  Fritz),  Snii  Jo,»e. 

Kuln,  Franclaeo  Deho  (or  Francisco  B.  Ruin),  Sun  Joso. 

\ViIte,  Carlos,  San  Jose. 

Holz,  Alfredo.  Habana. 

Iliem  &  Co.,  Unbiina. 

Itiem,  Jose  A.,  Hnbane. 

Kirberg,  Adolpli  G.,  Habnnn. 

Orensteia  y  Koppel — Arthur  Koppel,  S.  A.,  Hnbnna. 

DKTIU/lBK. 

Hansen,  Peter,  Copenhagen. 

Kohl,  I.ouis  von,  Copmbngen. 

Xordlslie,  Forfntteres  Vorlaj;  Akties  Eiskab,  Copenhagen, 

Rasmusaen,  Eiuar,  Fredenaborg. 


ECVADOR. 

Brandes,  Alfredo,  Quito. 

GBEECE. 

Stoltenhof,  Ileriuanu,  Patms. 


Kirscb,  B„  &  Co..  fiuatemaln  CUy. 
Putenu.  Mux,  Guatemala  City. 

Davidson,  Adolfo,  Tegucigalpa. 

llOBOCCOk 

Martinez,  Clandlo,  Tangier. 
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NETBEKLAmiS. 

Bakker  &  P.  Dljkeea,  S.  A.,  IJmniden. 
Dietrich,  O.  A.,  Atnstenlam  ana  Apeldoorn. 
Giniborn  Svud  Arnhem  Zeveoaar,  Suthertonberg  and  Emmerich. 
Gltsels  Aton,  G,  M.  B.  H.,  IJmulden. 

Kehding,  F.  Handelsvereeniging  (C.  H.  Sicgmnnd)-,  Amsterdam. 
Kocks,  UeriiinD,  KlnetwolffabFieka,  Valk«aburg.- 
Leeuw  Hoornstw,  S,  de.  Ameterdam. 
Metal  Handelsvereenlsing  N.  V.,  Amsterdam. 
Metens  &  Co.,  Amsterdam. 

KoderlandKche  MIJ  Voor  Handols  Cultoor  and  Mija  Bovweaken  Nntv,  Am- 
sterdam. 
Ostwald,  E.  SI.,  &  Co.,  Amsterdam, 
Ostwald,  Ernst,  Amsterdam. 
Prlns.  N.,  Amsterdam  and  Xmulden. 
Sleenkolengroot  Handel  Niitv.,  Oostslngel,  Venlo. 
Wanders,  Itemaer  A.,  .\riiliem. 

KETnEHtANPa  EAST  INDIES. 

Ayer  Moelik  estate.  Sumatra. 

Bluemc,  J.  A.  S.,  Medan. 

Boerma,  B.  F,  Jr.,  Batavla. 

Braun,  P.,  Sibolga. 

Busselaar,  Mac,  Sam  a  rang. 

Cramer,  P.  C.  M.  (or  Pierre),  Sourabaya  and  Medan. 

DJie  Hon  Swie,  Sourabaya. 

DjokjascUe  Machine  irandol  (R.  Glied),  DJocJakart*. 

Gading  Estate,  Sumatra. 

Gosewiseh,  W.  H.  Ch.,  Goroiitalo. 

Indragiri  Coltuur  Mljl,  Sumatra. 

International  Auto  Garage,  Batavla. 

Kaslnder  Estate,  Sumatra. 

EerkhoIT  and  Com  Handel  MijI,  Medan. 

Jlarllint  Boris  l-Istate.  Sumatra, 

Merckelbach  &  Co.,  Batavia. 

Qultner,  S.,  Pad  an  g. 

Sago  Estate.  Sumatra. 

Siueta,  Mrs.  A.,  Sourabaya. 

Soenger  Soetekouw,  Lieut  H.  A..  DJarabI,  Sumatra. 

Steflenfl,  H.  F.,  Batavta. 

Stnbbe.  P.  <allan  Stibbe),  Sumatra. 

Tjin.  the  Ton  Mouodo  Toe  I.iier,  &  Co..  Medan. 

Tjo  Toen  SwIe,  Souraljaya. 

I.elniiann.  Otto.  Cabo  Oraclas. 

Biaiidliihds  ConseiTefabrlk.  A.  S.,  Hllteraag. 
Eiocktrlsk  Union,  A/S,.  Chvlstianla. 
Elektrolim.  A/S.,  Ohristianla. 
Krlatlania  Saltlager,  A/S.,  Christiaiiia. 

Lombarilbanken.  A/S..  Clirlstlaula. 

Prlvule  Banklns  House  HIeber  &,Co.,  A/S.,  Stavangcr. 

PANAMA. 

Gebert.  Otto,  Bocas  del  Toro. 


Ageiicia  Maritima  do  Cusa  Grande,  Salaverry. 

Cotkburn.  M.  S..  lea. 

Ledenrd  (I.eg;ir.l),  Cuius  K.  R.,  Lima. 

Cervpceria  Aleman.  Art-quliia. 


■Rosenblum  Hermiii 
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Baldes,  Otto,  Calle  ^Indenielns,  Antiquum. 

Baqnera,  S^alprvn,  Vlnconte,  Graoada. 

Bemal.  Tonms  ro»te,  Valeocln. 

Botteto.  Angel,  &  Son  (Bottelo  Feu  Angel  &  Son),  Ayamonte. 

Camp,  Uijos  tie  Nutlsh  Oel,  Cabeza  del  Buez,  Bnilajux. 

Centro  <le  Iiistnladoiies  RIectrlas,  Calle  ilayor  71,  Mnilrkl. 

Chnrola  y  Antlua  Ebar  (FlemmInK,  Ernest),  Hnilsleza  S,  Madrid. 

Flenunluf;,  Ernest,  Ilartaleasn  !>,  Madrid. 

Gal>anac1i,  Franclaco,  Barcelona. 

Qast,  H.  F.,  Calle  Barbierll,  Madrid. 

Hatner,  Enrest  (Hafiier  &  WIenken),  Colle  Almos  402,  Malaga. 

Hnber,  Hugo,  Calle  Snragossa  440,  Barcelona. 

Industiia  Electrlca  de  Dornella  Kruger.  Alfredo,  Calle  Py  Mnrpill,  Vigo. 

Krammer,  W.  O.,  Calle  Lnis,  Tlboada  30.  Vigo. 

Moyana  y  Esteban.  Auf^istlu  Barquillo  28,  Madrid. 

Ramos  y  Montllla.  Malaga. 

Itoynl  ta  Jam  Factories,  Carcngente  and  SUla. 

Wienken,  Eduardo  (Hafner  &  WIenken),  Calle  Alfonso  XII  14,  Malaga, 

(See  below  for  Sweden.) 

tIRVCl.'AT. 

ISorras,  Pedro,  Montevideo. 
Caireros  y  Bach,  Slontevldeo. 


Ebnlmb,  0.  A.  E.,  Stocbliolm. 

The  following  removals  will  be  made  in  (lie  list  as  of  July  12: 

BBAZIL. 

Pemarchl  &  Co.,  I'niguayona. 
Deuiarehi.  Joao.  ITrugnayana. 
Sdimitt,  .\bdo,  &  Co.,  Itlo  de  Jiinelro. 

UEXICO. 

Taldes  Hermanos,  Vera  Cruz. 

KETHERLAKDS  EAHT  INDIES. 

IJo  Oe  KionK  Menado  Tjla  Kivle  Tek,  Medan. 
Mulenkamp,  G.,  Pajukuuibo,  Suuiati'ii. 

Jimenez  Davfla  Htjos,  Puerto  de  Santa  Mnrla  near  Caill^ 
Jinipez  Maleos.  Jose,  Puerta  de  Snnm  Miirln. 
Mateos  Hermniios,  Puerto  de  Santa  Mnrin. 
Tgnrtc  Viuda  y  Sobrtnos,  Colegluta  13,  Madrid. 


IfTTERS  MISSEHT  TO  ALGIERS,  ALOESIA. 
IConsnl  Arlhar  C.  Frost,  Alelcrn,  Uar  SO.] 

Letters  for  a  destination  in  the  United  States  bearinf^  the  nnme  of 
"Algiers  "  or  "Algei""  {the  French  spelling  of  Algiers)  are  frequently 
missent  to  this  city.  Many  of  tliese  letters  are  intended  for  Algiers, 
Louisiana.  There  is  also  an  "Algiere"  in  Indiana  and  an  "Alger"  in 
five  other  States. 

As  these  letters  are  stamped  only  at  domestic  rates,  the  postage  diio 
on  them  at  foreign-mail  rates  is  claimed  when  tliey  are  offered  for 
delivery  here.  Correspondence  for  this  city  should  be  addressed:  Al- 
giers, Algeria. 

A  countrr  ivortli  flglitliig  tor  Is  a  country  worth  savlnK  for,  Bu7  Thrift 
Ctunps, 

Goo»^  Ic 
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nSHISG  INDTTSTBT  OF  VEHIZUELA. 

The  fishing  industry  of  the  northern  coast  of  Veoezucla.  is  the 
subject  of  a  report  by  tlie  consul  of  Colombia  at  Canipano,  pub- 
lished in  a  recent  number  of  the  Diario  Oficial,  from  which  tne  fol- 
lowing abstract  is  taken. 

In  the  island  of  Alargarita  and  along  the  Venezuelan  coast,  from 
Cumana  to  Cariipano  the  chief  indu^ry  13  fishing,  salting  the  catch, 
and  drying  it  in  the  sun.  The  dried  fish  from  this  region  is  con- 
sumed in  the  interior  of  Venezuela,  while  the  coast  people  use  Hie 
fresh  fish  that  is  found  in  abundance  at  their  doors.  The  fish  estab- 
lishments consist  of  closed  buildings  for  the  storing  of  salt,  tools,  and 
foodstuffs,  with  quarters  for  the  workers  and  their  families,  and  open 
constructions  for  the  manipulation  of  nets,  boats,  oars,  and  fish. 
The  boats  are  of  all  sizes,  ranging  from  th&^  small  craft  handled  by 
one  man  to  the  lar^e  ones  where  50  or  more  men  are  employed. 

The  boats  used  chiefly  are  those  called  skiffs  {esquifes)  constructed 
for  rapid  movement,  as  tlieir  special  purpose  is  to  carry  the  nets  for 
catching  the  fish.  Indian  rowboats  are  also  used  in  this  industry. 
The  boat  is  given  a  circular  rotation  in  order  to  submerge  it  in  the 
sea  and  to  take  it  out  quicltly,  Tlic  nets  are  of  different  forms  and 
weaves  according  to  the  size  of  tlie  fi^  caught,  those  for  catcliing 
small  fish  having  fine  mesh  wliile  those  for  large  fish  have  a  coarse 
mesh,  i>ermitting  the  escape  of  tlie  small  fish.  The  fish  most  com- 
monly caught  in  Venezuelan  waters  aie  dog  fish,  saw  fish,  anchovy, 
shad,  sardines,  and  similar  species. 
Hctbodi  Emploj'ed  in  FlstalnK. 

Tlie  fishermen  have  one  of  their  number  act  as  watchman,  and 
from  his  position  in  a  high  tower  or  mast  of  a  boat  he  watches  for 
tiie  approach  of  shoals  of  fish.  From  this  height  the  sea  is  very 
transparent  and  of  a  imiform  color,  across  which  the  fish  form  a 
dark,  cloudy,  moving  nmss.  The  watchman  knows  by  tlie  movement 
what  kind  of  fish  is  approaching  and  if  he  e.stimatcs  the  number  as 
sufficient  to  justify  a  catch,  he  gives  notice  to  the  waiting  men  who 
tlii-ow  their  boats  into  the  wat«r  and  launch  their  nets.  One  end 
of  the  net  or  seine  is  fastened  to  a  strongly  planted  post  to  which 
the  net  is  returned  after  it  has  made  a  circuit.  Tlie  fish  finding 
themselves  caught  in  the  net,  swim  in  the  opposite  direction  wliich 
brings  them  to  shore  and  in  this  way  they  assist  in  the  operation  of 
the  seine.  When  the  boat  is  taken  to  shore  a  group  of  men  is  ready 
to  haul  in  the  not,  20  to  100  workmen  being  necessary  according  to 
thcquaiitity  and  tho kind  of  fish. 

When  the  catch  is  large  and  is  composed  of  two  or  tliree  kinds  of 
fish  t)ie  shore  edge  of  the  seine  has  a  small-mesh  net  attached  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  fish  that  overflow  the  large  net. 
Prices  of  Fish  and  Wages  of  Workmen. 

The  prices  of  fish  at  the  establishment  vary  according  to  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  customers,  and  also  according  to  the  abundance 
of  the  article.  The  unit  of  weight  in  general  use  is  the  arroba,  ec(u»l 
to  11.50  kilos  (25.3  pounds).  In  favorable  seasons  this  quantity  ia 
worth  from  $0.80  to  $1.20  for  the  inferior  grade  of  fish.  The  best 
grade  sells  at  $1.20  to  $1.G0  and  tlie  others  at  intermediate  prices. 
In  unfavorable  seasons,  however,  these  prices  are  nearly  doutJed.  -    - 
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The  personnel  of  the  establishment  attends  to  all  the  details  of 
making  and  mending  boats  and  nets,  as  well  as  catching,  cleaning, 
and  drying  the  fish.  Wages  vary  from  $20  per  month  for  foremen 
and  watchmen  to  $10  or  $8  for  other  men,  nnd  $4,  $2,  or  even  less 
for  boys.  This  is  in  addition  to  their  food,  which  consists  of  fresh 
fish  and  corn  bread  or  mush  or  bread  made  of  bitter  cassava  or 
mandioca.  The  workman  usually  employed  is  the  criollo  or  guai- 
queri,  who  is  very  frugal  and  very  strong, 
ghlpments  of  Salted  Fish. 

The  extent  of  the  salted  fish  industry  in  Venezuela  is  shown  l>y 
the  following  table  of  shipments  of  this  commodity  from  Venezuelan 
ports'in  the  year  July  1, 1916,  to  December  31,  19i7.  This  statement 
shows  that  aDout  90  per  cent  of  the  shipments  are  disposed  of  in  the 
coastwise  trade  and  that  Maracaibo  is  the  largest  shipper  of  salted 
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SWISS  TBASE-UABK  AS   GTTAEAIITT   OF   0SI6IN. 

An  article  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Journal  de  Geneve  describes  the 
steps  which  are  being  taken  in  Switzerland  to  prepare  against  the 
danger  of  attempts  being  made  to  pass  off  German  goods  as  goods 
of  Swiss  origin.  This  effort  takes  the  form  of  the  institution  of  a 
national  Swiss  trade-mark  to  distinguish  manufactures  of  Swiss 
origin  from  those  of  foreign  origin,  and,  to  quote  the  Journal,  this 
effort  is  likely  to  be  attended  by  consequences  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  the  industrial  and  commercial  credit  of  Switzerland. 

After  three  years  of  close  examination  of  this  question,  observes 
the  Journal,  a  scheme,  promoted  by  the  Geneva  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, has  been  adopted  by  a  general  meeting,  and  a  "  Syndicat  pour 
L'Exportation  Suisse"  (S.  P.  E.  S.)  has  been  established.  The 
committee  of  this  syndicate,  consisting  of  15  members,  mill  have  iU 
head  offices  in  Geneva,  The  meeting  which  established  the  S.  P.  E.  S. 
was  presided  over  by  the  president  of  the  Geneva  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  was  attended  by  commercial  men  from  all  parts  of 
Switzerland  and  representatives  of  the  Chambers  of  Geneva,  Basel, 
snd  Zurich. 

The  object  of  the  S.  P.  E.  S.  is  to  promote  the  exportation  of  genu- 
ine Swiss  products.  The  association,  as  such,  has  no  pecuniary  aim. 
As  owner  of  the  mark  "  S.  P.  E.  S.,"  indicating  Swiss  origin,  it  will 
give  its  members  the  right  to  use  this  mark  for  goods  the  products 
of  the  Swiss  soil  and  of  Swiss  industry,  and  for  goods  which  have 
nndei^one  in  Switzerland  such  manipulation  as  to  confer  on  them 
B  new  character.  Membership  of  the  S.  P.  E.  S.  is  confined  to  native- 
bom  Swiss  citizens  and  to  those  who  have  been  naturalized  for  at 
least  10  years. 
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SIAKESE  nn>VSTRZAL  EAIUnKM. 

(Vice  Consul  Cart  C.  Uanwn,  DaiiEkali.I 

The  results  of  the  workings  of  the  Siamese  companies  during  last 
year  were  quite  satisfactory,  according  to  the  annual  reports  of  the 
several  companies,  but  the  outlook  for  the  current  year  appeared 
doubtful  to  some  of  the  speakers  at  the  stockholders'  meetings,  and  it 
was  therefore  suggested  that  the  only  certain  policy  that  could  be 
adopted  for  the  present  was  one  of  caution  and  conservation  of  all 
funds. 

The  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bangkok  Dock  Co. 
(Ltd.),  in  submitting  the  aocounts  for  the  year  ended  December  SI, 
1917,  stated  that  the  balance  sheet  present«d  was  one  of  the  beet  that 
the  company  had  ever  produced.  ,  The  profits  for  the  year,  after 
writing  off  $13,668  as  depreciation  on  the  comj^any's  property  and 
plant,  amounted  to  $128,283,  and  this  sum,  together  with  $16,784 
added  from  last  year,  made  $145,067  available  for  distribution,  as 
follows:  $33,300  for  dividend  of  9  per  cent,  $33,300  for  reserves, 
$4,440  for  directors'  fees,  $8,880  for  bonus  to  staff,  and  $65,147  for 
carrying  forward  to  1918.  The  value  of  the  company's  ireehold 
land,  the  graving  docks,  wharves,  slipways,  and  buildings  was  given 
as  $271,623,  the  plant  and  iiiacliinery  as  $G5,03C,  the  stock  in  trade  as 
$2^,907,  and  the  old  reserves,  together  with  those  set  aside  for  last 
year,  bring  the  fund  up  to  $148,000.  This  company  has  recently 
been  registered  under  the  Siamese  companies  act,  but  is  under  British 
management,  with  directors  and  shareholders  of  different  nationali- 
ties. 
Only  Oae  Cemeat  HannfacturliiK  Concern. 

At  the  recent  general  meeting  of  the  Siam  Cement  Co.  (Ltd.)  a 
dividend  of  12  per  cent  was  declared  on  tiie  full  capital  of  the  com- 
pany for  the  year  1917,  against  6  per  cent  for  the  previous  year.  The 
capital  of  the  company  is  1,500,000  picals  ($555,000)  and  the  gi'oss 
profits  for  1917  amounted  to  $134,673.  This  is  the  only  cement- 
manufacturing  plant  in  Siam,  and  will  eventually,  it  appears,  supply 
the  entire  nctSs  of  the  Kingdom,  as  only  7,786,sfes  kilos  of  cement 
were  imported  from  foreign  countries  during  last  year  against 
13,692,054  kilos  for  li)lG  nnd  19,545,618  kilos  in  1915. . 
fronts  of  BiiVlgattaM  Companies. 

The  Siam  Steam  Navigation  Co.  (Ltd.)  reported  a  net  profit  of 
$245,119  for  the  six  montlus  ended  December  31,  1917,  but  out  of  this 
sum  only  $37,000  was  set  aside  for  a  5  per  cent  dividend  to  share- 
holders, the  balance  being  allotted  for  depreciation,  for  reserves,  for 
addition  to  the  fleet,  and  for  other  pm-poses.  This  company  has 
recently  had  two  steamers  built  at  the  Kowloon  Dock  in  HongkoziK 
for  the  Bangkok-Singapore  run.  The  carrying  capacity  of  ea^ 
steamer  is  about  1,000  tons,  and  np-to-date  cabins  have  been  pro- 
vided for  24  passengers. 

The  balance  sheet  of  the  Chino-Siam  Steam  Navigation  Co.  (Ltd.) 
for  the  12  months  ended  March  31,  1917,  showed  a  gross  profit  of 
$712,556.  and  after  deduction  for  ei^penditures  a  balanoe  of  $132,234 
was  left  for  profit,  and  this  is  the  second  year  only  in  which  a  pn>fit 
has  been  reiilized  against  six  years  of  losses,  of  which  at  the  end  ot 
the  year  there  yet  remained  $88,019  to  be  paid. 
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The  Meium  Motor  Bwit  Co.  (I«td.)  paid  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent 
and  the  Siam  Steam  Packet  Co.  (Ltd.)  10  per  cent  for  1917. 
Icntti  sf  the  OperKtlni  of  tbe  Xaltway  Coaipaiiles. 

At  the  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Paknam  Rail- 
HKS  Co.  (Ltd.)  the  balance  sheet  submitted  for  that  jjeriod  showed 
a  gtoss  income  of  $36,609  and  expenditures  of  $11,090.  The  divi- 
ded for  the  half  year  was  6  per  cent,  which,  added  to  that  of  the 
previous  six  months,  gave  a  total  dividend  for  1917  of  22  per  cent 
and  made  a  record  dividend  in  the  history  of  this  company.  The 
dividend  of  the  Meklong  Railway  Co.  (Ltd.)  was  i  per  cent  for 
1917. 

At  the  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Siam  Electricity 
Ca  (Ltd.)  the  following  resolution  was  submitted  and  unanimously 
carried:  That  the  nominal  capital  of  the  company  as  at  the  Slat 
December,  1917,  be  raised  from  £350,000  ($1,703,275)  to  £700,000 
($S,40&,550)  by  issuing  S5,000  new  shares  at  £10  each  as  fully  paid 
up;  these  shares  to  raiA  in  all  respects  equal  to  existing  shares. 
^oUnait  to  be  made  to  every  ehareliolder  at  the  ra^  of  one  new 
diare  for  each  share  held  by  him  at  tlie  dat«  of  issue."  The  bal- 
ance sheet  of  this  company  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1917, 
showed  a  gross  profit  of  2,743,206  ticals  ($1,014,616  gold).  An  in- 
terim dividend  of  10  per  cent  was  p«id  on  the  35,000  shares,  and  • 
final  dividend  of  5  per  cent  on  the  <  0,000  ^Jtares.  Anttcipt^ng  de- 
creased receipts  for  the  current  year  <hi  account  of  the  partial  de- 
struction of  Siam's  rice  crop,  the  directors  recommended  that  a 
conservative  policy  be  followed  and  therefore  395,518  ticals 
($146,342)  was  carried  forward  to  next  year's  account. 

At  the  first  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  in  tlio 
firm  Barrow,  Brown  &  Co.  (Ltd.)  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent  was  de- 
^red  for  the  year  1917.  It  was  also  reported  that  the  position  of 
the  company  had  been  strengthened  by  ample  reserves. 


XEW  BOIITIAH  FIBE  AKD  HAKIHE  DISUBAKCE  COUPAHT. 

[Commenxlal  AttacbS  Wm.  F.  Uoutavao.  Limn,  Peru,  May  31.} 
The  executive  committee  of  the  Credito  Hipotecario  of  Bolivia  has 
invited  Bolivian  capitalists  to  contribute  toward  the  establishment  of 
a  company  to  be  loiown  as  the  National  Insurance  Co.  (Compania 
Nacional  de  Seguros  contra  Incendios  y  Riesgos  de  Mar).  The  new 
organization  is  to  be  closely  allied  with  the  Intcniational  Insurance 
Co.  (Compania  Intemacional  de  Seguros)  of  Panama  and  with  the 
TJnited  Insurance  Cos.  (CompaniastJnidas  de  Seguros)  of  Lima.  It 
is  of  interest  in  this  connection  to  note  thnt  the  Infernntional  Insur- 
ance Co.  of  Panama  owns  a  controlling  interest  in  tlic  United  Insur- 
uwe  Co.  of  Lima  and  is  itself  owned  entirely  by  native  Panamans. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  two  foreign  companies  provide  for  the  new 
Bolivian  company  a  capital  of  Lp.  10,000  ($48,665  United  States  gold 
at  normal  excnonge).  The  capital  of  the  new  company  is  to  bo  2,W0,- 
000  bolivianos  ($778,600) ,  divided  into  200.000  shares  of  a  par  value 
of  10  bolivianos  ($3,893)  each.  At  first  25,000  shares  will  be  offered 
to  the  public  of  Bolivia  at  80  per  cent  of  par,  and  in  this  manner  a 
capital  of  200,000  boliviaitoB  ($77,860)  will  be  raised,  this  stock  being 
subject  to  assessments  not  exceeding  20  per  cent. 
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COD  CATCH  017  WESTEBJT  COAST  OF  HOSWAT, 

[Congul  Balpb  C.  BusBer.  Berien,  Juoe  4,] 

Compared  with  preceding  years,  tlie  cod-fishing  season  in  Norway, 
which  recently  ended,  shows  rather  poor  results.  The  exact  statistics 
are  not  yet  at  hand,  but,  roughly  speaking,  the  total  catches  of  cod 
on  the  western  coast  amount  to  about  6,000,000,  compared  with 
8,000,000  in  1917, 17,000,000  in  1816, 19,500,000  in  1915,  and  25,800,000 
in  1914.  Of  the  quantity  caught  during  the  season  just  ended,  about 
3,750,000  were  caught  in  the  Homsdals  district,  and  the  remainder 
south  of  Stadt,  of  which  1,900,000  were  caught  in  the  Northern  Ber- 
genhus  district.  The  cod  fisheries  of  the  western  coast  have  had  a 
more  favorable  season  than  those  of  t^e  other  coasts,  as  the  quantity 
caught  on  the  former  amounts  to  about  two-fifths  of  the  whole  catch  . 
in  Isorwav. 


INCBEASEI)  FBOSUCTION  OF  BUTTEB  IK  DENKABK, 

{National  Tlilende,  Ua;  2S.) 
Notwithstanding  a  considerable  increase  in  butter  production,  the 
flutliorities  have  not  yet  considered  increasing  the  butter  ration,  and 
that  will  hardly  occur  for  the  present,  since  the  increase  has  been 
reckoned  on  and  is  not  beyond  expectations.  Production  is  now  at 
the  rate  of  25,000  tierces  per  week.  The  rationed  consumption  and 
the  quantity  allotted  to  bakers  and  restaurants  exceed  18,000  tierces, 
leaving  an  exportable  surplus  of  7,000  tierces. 


SIX  MONTHS'  EXFOBTS  FBOH  HONCTON. 

ICopbuI  E.  Verne  Rlehardson,  lloodton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Julj  2.1 
For  the  half  year  ended  June  30,  1918,  the  value  total  of  exports 
for  which  invoices  were  certified  at  the  Moncton  consulate  was 
$870,073,  representing  an  increase  of  $323,227  when  compared  with 
the  records  of  the  cori-esponding  period  in  1917,  This  increase  was 
largely  accounted  for  by  shipments  of  rough  sawn  spruce  which  were 
greater  in  quantity  in  1018  by  10,347,468  superficial  feet  and  in  value 
by  $278,167.  Fish  shipments  increased  by  over  $10,000)  and  manu- 
factured articles  of  wool  by  over  $200,000. 


FARM-IMPKOVEMENT  TniDEETAKIHO  IN  EASTERN  BOBWAT, 

[Vice  Consul  II.  E.  CarlBon,  ClirlallaDla,  Ma;  2i.] 

A  number  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Christiania  are  planning 
to  launch  a  large  agricultural-development  undertaking  in  Solor  (a 
district  of  Norway  lying  northeast  of  this  city  and  adjacent  to  the 
Swedish  frontier),  which  is  to  include  the  improvement  of  farms 
already  under  cultivation  and  the  establishment  of  new  ones.  The 
company  will,  for  the  present,  acquire  about  5,000  acres,  piost  of 
which  is  virgin  soil,  the  remainder  being  wooded. 

Before  the  plan  can  be  carried  into  effect  several  million  crowns 
will  have  to  be  raised.  This  will  no  doubt  be  obtained  through  the 
formation  of  a  stock  company  and  the  sale  of  shares.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  expressed  its  approbation  of  the  plan. 


If  yon  bay  War>Savingi  Stamps,  yon  also  help  your  coDntry. 
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GERIUHY  KKSES  dBIP  ON  AAQEimNE  FAFEB  TBASE. 

The  United  States  has  supplanted  Germany  in  tho  Argentine  mar- 
ket for  paper  and  paper  products,  and  according  to  a  report  issued 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of 
Commerce,  there  is  a  possibility  of  retaining  the  advantage  when 
normal  conditions  are  i-estored.  Much  will  depend  upon  conditions 
in  Europe  after  the  war  and  upon  the  efforts  made  by  the  American 
manufacturer  and  exporter. 

Germany  did  not  manufacture  all  of  the  paper  it  formerly  sold  to 
Argentina  and  other  countries.  Much  of  it  was  brought  to  Ham- 
burg from  the  manufacturing  Scandinavian  countries  and  from  there 
distributed  all  over  the  world.  Hamburg  is  a  natural  distributing 
center  for  paper  and  its  exporters  thoroughly  understand  the  busi- 
ness of  selling  paper  in  foreign  markets.  The  success  of  American 
wholesale,  paper  houses  in  Argentina  during  the  difficult  war  years, 
however,  indicates  that  there  will  be  fii'st-class  facilities  for  placing 
American  paper  when  the  war  is  over  and  competition  is  agam  keen. 
In  normal  times  Argentina  purchases  about  $500,000  worth  of 
printing  machinery  annually  ana  an  equal  amount  of  type,  printing 
uk,  ana  other  supplies.  More  than  90  per  cent  of  the  machinery  in 
use  is  of  European  origin,  Germany  being  the  principal  source  of 
supply.  This  fact,  according  to  the  Government's  report,  may  be 
attributed  almost  entirely  to  the  facilities  furnished  by  European 
supply  houses  located  in  Buenos  Aires.  Since  the  war  started  Ameri- 
can houses  have  developed  similar  facilities  and  the  future  prospects 
ire  much  brighter  for  the  American  manufacturer. 

The  report  covers  maricets  in  Uruguay  and  Paraguay  as  welt  as  in 
Ai^entina,  being  the  result  of  a  personal  investigation  recently  com- 
plf^ hv  Special  Agent  Robert  8,  Barrett.  Under  the  title  "Paper, 
Paper  Products,  and  Printing  Machinery  in  Argentina,  Uruguay, 
and  Paraguay,"  Special  Agents  Series  No,  168 :  it  may  be  purchased 
at  the  nominal  pnco  of  20  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, (Jovemment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  any 
of  the  district  or  cooperative  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
DtHnestic  Commerce. 

CB0F8  OF  COAHVILA  AJTO  HITEVO  LEON,  XEXICO. 

[vice  CoDsul  Tlioniu  DlcklDson,  MontcrcT,  luoe  30.j 

Reports  from  the  State  of  Coahuila,  Mexico,  would  indicate  a 
particularly  good  wheat  crop  for  the  current  season,  the  estimate 
being  about  250,000  cargas,  equivalent  to  approximately  1,500,000 
bnshela.  The  present  price  of  flour  in  Saftillo,  the  capital  of  the 
State  of  Conhuila,  is  18.75  pesos,  Mexican  gold  coin,  which  at  the 
present  rate  of  exchange  is  equivalent  to  about  $11.86  United  States 
currency  for  112  pounds,  and  there  is  a  steady  market  for  the  com- 
modity. 

An  exceptionally  good  cotton  crop  is  also  anticipated  in  that  dis- 
trict. 
Con  ud  Bean  Crops  la  Baevo  Leon  and  OoabaOa. 

The  forecast  of  the  corn  crops  in  the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon  and 
Coahuila  is  very  good.  It  is  estimated  that  the  crop  will  be  about 
30,000  cargas,  or  4,140,000  kilos,  equivalent  to  approximately  165,000 
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bushels,  as  against  kst  year's  crop  of  10,000  cargas,  or  approxi- 
mately 55,000  bushels. 

The  present  price  of  com  in  Monterey,  Mexico,  is  about  $23 
"United  States  currency  per  carga  of  138  kilos  (304  pounds).  It 
is  expected  that  during  the  early  part  of  July  the  price  will  drop 
to  $21  per  carga,  and  it  is  thought  by  com  dealers  that  the  price 
will  continue  to  drop  to  about  $15  or  $18. 

From  January  1  to  June  30,  1918,  there  has  been  brought  into 
Monterey  from  the  States  of  Sinaloa,  Sonora,  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico, 
and  the  United  States  approximately  600  cars  of  corn  of  25  tons 
each. 

Tlie  prospect  for  the  bean  crop  in  the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon  and 
Coahuila  is  also  good,  the  estimate  being  approximately  18,000 
cargas,  or  2,484.000  kilos,  equivalent  to  99,000  bushels.  The  bean 
crop  last  year  was  12,000  cargas,  or  1,656,000  kilos,  equivalent  to 
G6,000  bushels. 

The  present  price  of  beans  in  Monterey  is  about  20  to  21  cents 
United  States  currency  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds),  and  this  price  will 
hold  until  about  October  or  November,  when  the  crop  is  harvested, 
and  the  price  fluctuates  to  about  15  cents  per  kilo  in  Monterey. 

There  has  been  imported  into  Monterey  from  Lower  California, 
Sinalon,  Aguascalientes.  and  Mexico  City  since  January  1  to  June 
30, 1918,  about  50  cars  of  beans,  each  of  about  25  tons, 

GOVEEiniENT  INVESTUEIITS  IH  NOBTHEBN  HO&WAT. 

[Vice  CoQBul  n.  E.  Carlson,  ChrlatiaDla,] 

The  Norwegian  Government  has,  during  the  past  few  weeks,  shown 
a  keen  interest  in  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of  the 
e.\treme  northern  part  of  the  country.  One  purchdse  has  already 
been  arranged,  that  of  the  Glomsfjord  power  plant,  and  several 
others  are  under  consideration.  The  Government  has  shown  its 
iDt«i-est  in  the  matter  by  sending  a  special  committee  to  the  districts 
under  consideration.  The  committee  is  accompanied  by  several  mem- 
bers of  the  permanent  budget  committee,  whose  special  task  it  will 
be  to  place  valuations  on  the  properties  inspected. 

There  arc  three  places  in  northern  Norway  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment seems  to  be  esiJeoially  interested.  The  first  is  the  Glomsfjord 
power  plant,  the  purchase  of  which  was  authorized  some  time  ago. 
The  second  is  a  large  wooded  property,  now  owned  by  tlie  firm  of  van 
Severn  &  Co.,  and  located  at  Veisen,  Norwa}'.  The  third  undertak- 
ing in  which  (he  Government  is  interested  is  tlie  Sulitjelma  iron 
mines.  The  acquisition  of  the  mines  is  not  planned,  it  being  the 
desire  of  the  Government  to  bring  about  an  understanding  of  some 
kind  with  the  company.  The  Government  is  not  so  much  interested 
in  the  mines  as  it  is  in  a  power  plant  which  the  company  wishes  to 
erect.  Tliis  addition  to  the  plant  must  be  authorized  by  the  State, 
and  before  gianting  the  concession  the  State  would  lilce  to  obtain  cer- 
■  tain  rights  in  the  power  plant. 

The  transactions  referred  to  above  represent  values  of  many  mil- 
lions of  crowns,  and  if  carried  out  would  mean  the  expenditure  of 
large  sums  by  the  State.  The  pi-esent  outlook  is  that,  while  the 
Glomsfjord  power  plant  will  be  taken  over  by  the  Government  in  the 
near  future,  the  other  two  transactions  will  not  be  carried  out  this 
year. 
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tVtc«  CoQBul  Blchard  P.  UaDueii,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Ifa;  SI 

The  Inspector  of  Insurance  of  Brazil,  using  the  nuthorizatljan  of 
the  law  oi  January  5,  1918,  which  gives  the  president  the  power  to 
promulgate  new  reflations  govemug  domestic  and  foreign  insur- 
ance  compaiues,  with  a  view  to  remodeling  the  present  method  of 
snpenision,  has  just  presented  to  the  Miitister  of  Finance  a  report 
oonceming  the  existing  legislation  governing  insurance  companies 
opeiating  in  BraziL  In  his  report  he  points  out  that  tiie  domestic 
COTupanies  have  complained  bitterly  against  certain  deficiencies  of 
regulation  No.  5072  of  1903,  which  granted  c»tain  privileges  to 
companies  already  existing,  and  that  under  these  regulations  for- 
eign countries  operating  in  this  country  are  in  a  better  position  than 
domestic  companies. 

In  pointing  out  the  necessity  for  closer  fiscaliKation  of  insurance 
companies  and  the  necessity  of  modifications  in  the  present  laws,  the 
enactments  of  Prance,  Germany,  Portugal,  Spain,  England,  and  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  are  cited  as  examples  of  the  modern 
tendencies  in  considering  these  companies  so  closely  allied  to  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  the  public  that  strict  supervision  by  the  Government 
is  essential.  The  report  further  shows  that  at  present  certain  com,: 
panies  are  operating  here  without  having  deposited  a  sufficient  guar-r 
anty,  others  without  capital  or  reserves,  or  without  properly  regis- 
tered books  in  Brazil. 
ProTltloBt  of  Hew  SegnlatlOBt. 

The  proposed  regulations  concerning  foreign  marine  and  other 
insurance  companies  are  said  to  exact  but  a  minimum  guaranty  as 
compared  with  legislation  in  other  countries,  in  that  they  shall  keep 
proper  accounts  in  the  Portuguese  language  of  their  agencies  in  this 
country,  use  20  per  cent  of  their  annual, net  profit  for  investment  in 
property  and  securities,  and  not  to  assume  any  individual  risk  greater 
than  40  per  cent  of  their  capital  represented  in  Brazil.  The  40  per 
cent  risk  limit  is  considered  to  be  higher  than  in  most  other  countnes, 
many  of  whicli  allow  as  little  as  10  per  cent. 

The  appointment  of  a  semiofficial  committee,  consisting  partly  of 
representatives  of  the  insurance  companies,  to  collaborate  with  the 
Government  in  the  enforcement  of  its  regulations  is  considered  im- 
portant, and  the  successful  operation  of  such  commissions  in  France, 
Spain,  and  Germany  is  used  as  an  example  for  Brazil  to  follow. 

In  a  supplementary  formal  report,  fne  Inspector  of  Insurance 
points  out  that,  inasmuch  as  practically  all  the  foreign  insurance 
compuues  operating  in  Brazil  are  either  British  or  German  corpora- 
tions, it  would  be  well,  in  order  to  make  these  regulations  reciprocal, 
to  study  the  proposed  project  in  connection  with  legislation  existing 
Ml  this  subject  in  England  and  Germany.  For  this  purpose  the  legis- 
btitm  in  those  countries  is  published  at  length,  showing  especially 
that  foreign  insurance  companies  in  no  way  enjoy  any  privileges  not 
fraated  to  domestic  companies. 
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THE  SWISS  CBOPS  AT  THE  BEGIHNIHO  OF  JUNE. 
[Vice  CoDRul  James  C  MeNnll;,  Zuclcb,  Juoe  15.] 

The  month  of  May  was  noted  for  exceptional  lack  of  rain,  the 
reports  indicating  much  less  than  half  of  the  normal  rainfall  for  the 
month  and  the  drought  also  continued  during  the  first  week  of  June. 
The  effects  of  the  lack  of  rain  were  augmented  by  continuous  north 
winds  which  dried  out  the  ground  and  delayed  the  plant  growth. 

The  condition  of  the  native  and  tame  meadows  is  much  more  un- 
favorable than  a  month  ago.  In  the  earlier  hay  sections  the  yield 
was  good,  but  in  the  later  sections  and  on  lighter  soil  it  was  only 
medium.  The  first  cutting  took  place  earlier  this  year  than  ever 
before  and  the  quality  of  the  hay  was  excellent.  The  drought  has 
delayed  the  growing  of  the  second  crop  so  that  a  considerable  scarcity 
of  green  feed  may  be  expected.  The  development  of  the  alpine 
meadows  has  been  delayed  so  that  the  alpine  grazing  may  in  places 
also  be  postponed. 

The  continued  dry  weather  has  also  affected  the  grains,  particu- 
larly the  spring  grains,  which  latter  are  not  as  good  now  as  was  to 
be  expected  in  view  of  the  favorable  sowing  and  sprouting  conditions. 
On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  fall  grains  have  improved  consider- 
ably and  a  somewhat  satisfactory  yield  may  be  expected.  The  con- 
dition of  the  wheat  and  spelt  has  greatly  improved  since  the  first  of 
May.  The  rye  in  heavy  soils  is  very  good,  but  in  the  lighter  soils 
the  drought  nas  also  been  harmful.  The  prospects  for  fall  barley 
are  good  and  in  places  this  is  already  beginning  to  ripen. 

The  stand  of  the  different  grains  at  the  beginning  of  June,  in 
percentage  of  10  years'  average,  follows. 
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Condition  of  the  Trnit,  Nnt,  and  TcBfetable  Crept. 

According  to  present  prospects  the  cherry  yield  will  be  less  than 
last  year.  Unfavorable  weather  conditions  during  the  blossom,  to- 
getlier  with  fi-ost  damages,  June  bugs,  and  other  insect  pests,  have 
contributed  to  this  condition.  The  prospects  vary  in  different  sec- 
tions, ranging  from  very  good  to  poor,  and  in  the  average  the  pros- 
pects for  the  entire  of  Switzerland  is  80  per  cent  of  a  normal  crop. 

The  apple  crop,  according  to  the  present  prospects,  will  not  be 
as  good  as  was  expected  a  month  ago.  Tlie  prospects  in  the  Can- 
tons of  Aargnu,  Basel,  Zurich,  and  Thurgau  are  more  unfavorable 
than  in  the  Cantons  of  Berne,  Fribourg,  and  Wallis. 

The  yield  of  pears  will  be  poor  and  at  best  only  half  of  last  year's 
crop. 

The  prospects  for  prunes  will  be  similar  to  those  of  cherries,  with 


D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 


.COMMEECE  EEPOETS.  159 

tlie  exception  that  f  utuce  wofttiier  conditieos  will-esercis*  the  greater 
influence. 

The  walnnt  yield  will  be  somewhat  tess  thnn  last  year,  but  the 
^pennes  are  hanging  very  full,  and  (iccerding  to  present  oondi- 
Qoits  the  crop;  should  be  satisfactory. 

The  potato  prospects  have  in  geneial  been  excellent  and  the  beets 
(Bonkeln)  have  also  been  satisfactory,  but  all  such  vegetables  have 
suffered  on  account  of  the  drought  which  hindered  the  setting  out 
and  transplanting. 

The  regetables  also  suffered  greatly  in  ail  parts  of  Switzerland 
because  of  u  cold  spell  the  5th  and  6flii  of  June,  wliich  particularly 
affected  the  beans  and  potatoes  and  in  some  regions  also  somewhat 
affected  the  crop  prospects. 


PB0F08ED  HONETART  REFORK  IS  SPAIN. 

The  Spanish  Ministro  de  Hacienda  (Secretary  of  the  Treasury) 
Ins  introduced  into  Congress  a  bill  calling  for  the  gold  standard 
and  redemption  of  the  foreign  indebtedness.  The  mam  features  of 
the  bill,  which  is  given  in  full  in  Espana  Econoraica  y  Financiera, 
of  Madrid,  for  May  25,  1918,  are  as  follows: 

(1)  It  Uie  biU  Is  passed.  U  is  U>  become  effective  July  1,  1910. 

(2)  Tbe  silver  coin  of  5  pesetas  Is  mode  legai  tender  ooly  l^>  to  50  pesetas. 
(8)  A.  mint  is  to  be  eatiiblislied  at  once  to  coin  gold.     UatU  sulBcieDt  gold 

coins  bive  been  mioted  iCoreign  gold  coins  ^111  bt>  acc^ted  atter  tlieir  value  In 
pesetas  has  l>ecn  stamped  on  tliem. 

(4)  Tlie  demonetization  and  sale  of  the  aiinilus  silver  Is  to  proceed  witli  nil 
possitile  3pee<l  after  July  1,  1919,  when  the  gold  standard  will  be  in  full  force. 

(5)  To  defraj'  tlie  expenses  ot  Uie  redemption  and  sale  ot  the  allTftr  money 
an  nnllmlted  credit  is  aatborlf.ed  from  tlie  general  Stote  budget;  at  lenst 
lOWOWO  pesetas  is  to  be  utilised  annnally  for  this  purpose. 

(6)  The  GJoveniment  Is  aulhoriied  to  amortize,  wholly  or  in  part,  the  per- 
petual external  debL  The  proceeds  of  tlic  sale  of  silver  abroad  may  be  applied 
to  a»  redemption  of  that  portion  of  the  external  debt  not  domiciled  in  Spain. 

(7)  During  the  perlo<l  of  dtmonctliatlon  of  silver  gold  coins  aro  not  to  be 
Dainted  vt  n  value  Icse  thnn  20  po.setas. 

(8)  The  25-peaeta  notes  of  the  Bonk  of  Spain  win  be  retired  from  circula- 
tion on  Jannary  1.  1919. 

<9)  Tbe  Uinistro  de  Hacienda  Is  nuthorlKed  to  make  the  necessary  Hrronge- 
mHits  to  carry  out  tbis  law. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BVSEAIT  OF  FOBEiaN  AND  SOHESTIC  COHHEBCE. 


DI8TBICT 
saw  TOIK:   1(4   CiftOBkMM. 
MBie!!:  IHl  CMUabMM. 
CaiCMV:  Ml  Federal  BalMlag. 
R.  Umi:  4M  Tkbd  H^SM]  Ink  Bilt«a«. 

rnxwoMuum-.  im« 
ui  ninnco:  >oi 

>UtTU:  BIS  Stan  Bindlis, 


COOPEHlTin  OFTICBS. 
CI.ETS(ilNB:  Ckimbcr  at  CoBuncrcc 
CniaKNiTI:  Cbanber  of  CaniHrM. 
CIKCINKATI:  General  Fnlgbt  Igenl,  Snlktrs 

B>nm,  M  iBgilli  SillOaR. 
1.08  iNOBLIg:  ChaaWr  at  Ctmmtnt. 
FBILADBLPBU:  QMiktr  ol  CrauMtn. 
CHITTANOOCI:  Smilk  Imtrkaa  t^at,  SsaU* 

RTB  Satlirar  Sjnlrni. 
rOBTLAND,  DBEO.:  Cliimbrr  ol  CommtFcr. 
DAYTOXi  SintiT  Diiton  tisMlatlon. 
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witb  the  offlces  named,  nnd  Bpeclflcatloa*  >nd  olbn 

at  the  poicts  whi^re  (be  ^oods  are  to  be  dtlKi'red  or 

~  _  —  , »ei  wberc  tbe  time  limit  la  too  ahort  tit  pernilt  BriDB 

to  autiDilt  tPQdira,  tboy  should  ask  to  l>e  [iJac^  on  tUe  mailing  llata  of  aucb  offlces  to  n- 
celve  Dotlcea  calling  for  future  supplies  or  worli  of  a  similmr  nature.] 

Building  constrtictian.  No.  5314. — Senletl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yarde  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  unOl 
July  29,  1918,  lor  a  two-siory  barracka  building  48  by  90  feet,  with  ft 
onoBtory  extension  24  by  28  feet,  of  wood  frame  construction  with  Btua» 
or  metal  lath  esterlor,  plastered  Interior  walls,  beating,  electric  llgbting, 
and  plumbing  systeras,  at  the  Naval  Radio  Station,  San  Diego,  Col. 

Tavlt  construction,  No.  5315.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Arcliltecfa  Office,  Treasury  Deparliueiit,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
July  31,  1918,  for  tlie  construction  of  entrances  for  three  safety  vaults 
and  furnishing  certain  -vault  lluluj;  and  infusible  metal  alloy  shapes  for 
the  United  States  assay  ofilce  at  New  York,  N.  Y, 

Kitchen  iitenttls,  etc..  No.  5316. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Anny,  WashloKtou,  D,  C,  uuill  July 
22, 1918,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  steel  batter  whip  and  mlsera,  biscuit 
cutters,  cake  turners,  can  openers,  egg. beaters,  flesh  forks,  knife  anil  saw 
combination,  soup  ladles,  spice  boxes,  spoons,  tea  sleepers  and  strainers,  etc. 
Circular  No.  S35. 

Electric  lighting.  No.  5317. — Sealed  proi)osals  will  be  received  at  tiie  Bureau  of 
Yania  and  EKwks,  Navy  I>ei)artment,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  July  28, 
1918,  for  furnishing  and  Installing  lilgh-tenslou  switchboard  of  one  panel, 
primary  and  secondary  wiring,  cables,  conduits,  transformers,  panel  bflBrds, 
supports,  receptacles,  flstures,  lamps,  reflectors,  and  accessories  for  com- 
plete lighting  and  power  systems  for  the  shipbuilding  Slip  No.  2  at  the 
Navy  Yard,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Building  construction.  No.  5318. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C., 
until  July  31,  1918,  for  the  construction  of  the  United  States  assay  office 
at  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Cutlery,  etc..  No.  5319. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  United  States  Army,  628  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  unUl 
July  22,  lOlS,  for  furnishing  In  equal  qnantltles  to  be  delivered  each 
mouth  from  July  to  December,  1918.  the  following:  Carving  forks,  flesh 
forks,  table  forks,  knife  sharpeners,  bread  knives,  butchers'  knives,  carving 
knives,  table  kulves,  razors,  saws,  shears,  spatulas,  teaspoons  and  table- 
spoous. 

Uachine  parts,  No.  5320. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Chief  Clerk,  Department  of  Commerce,  Nineteenth  Street  and  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue,  Wnshlnf,ton.  D.  C,  until  July  22,  1918,  for  flnlshlug 
special  machine  iwrts  for  the  Department  of  Commerce. 


Consul  H.  Abert  Johnson  reports  that  the  water-supply  depart- 
ment of  Dundee,  Scotland,  realized  a  profit  of  $3,815  on  the  past 
year's  workings,  revenue  having  totaled  $335,195  and  expenditures 
$331,880.  Adding  the  amount  brought  forward,  the  books  of  the  de- 
partment show  a  total  credit  balance  of  $14,310. 
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SHZPHEHIS  OF  HASGANESE  FAOH  BEITISH  COLUMBIA. 


[CoQBuI  E.  A.  Wakettla,  Ferole,  BrlllBb  Columbia,  Canada,  June  2T.] 
Shipments  of  oire  have  commenced  from  the  manganese  deposits 
mentioned  in  a  previous  report  from  this  consulate.  [See  Commebcb 
£efort3  for  Mar.  19, 1918.]  The  mine  is  6^  miles  from  Kaslo,  British 
Columbia,  on  the  Kaslo  and  Nakusp  branch  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  and  is  about  J  mile  from  the  railway  line. 

It  is  apparently  a  surface  deposit  covered  by  from  6  inches  to  2  or 
3  feet  of  earth.  The  output  is  about  25  tons  per  day  and  is  being 
shipped  to  the  United  States.  There  appears  to  be  a  considerable 
body  of  ore  in  this  deposit,  ore  estimates  varying  all  the  vray  from 
2,500  tons  to  12,000  or  15,000  tons. 

The  ore  contains  approximately  40  per  cent  manganese,  as  shown 
by  the  assay  of  first  car  shipped,  which  follows :  Moisture,  25.33  per 
cent;  manganese,  39.65  per  cent;  iron,  4.40  per  cent;  silica,  10.98  per 
cent;  phosphorus,  0.00V4  per  cent. 


PBICES  OF  SICILIAN  RAW  SILK  AHO  COCOOHS. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Catanln,  Hair,  June  6.] 

The  latest  bulletin  of  the  Messina  Chamber  of  Commerce  gives  the 
local  market  price  for  raw  silk  (Sicilian  and  Calabrian  quality)  as 
152-154  lire  per  kilo;  extra,  156-158  lire.  In  February,  1918,  corre- 
sponding prices  were  127-130  lire  and  138-142  lire.  In  December, 
1916,  corresponding  prices  were  80-82  lire  and  84-86  lire. 

Cocoons  are  37-38  lire  perkilo,  as  against  30-32  lire  in  February, 
1918,  and  18.50-19.50  lire  in  December,  1916. 

The  kilo  is  equivalent  to  2.2  pounds,  and,  in  normal  times,  the  lira 
is  worth  $0,193  United  States  currency.  [The  New  York  quotation 
for  the  Italian  lira  on  July  11  was  $0,114.] 

A  conntrr  worth  fighting  for  Is  a  coontry  worth  sftvlne  for.    Buy  Thrift 
«7BT6"— IS  101 
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NEW  jafahese  steakshif  une  to  bsazil. 

IVIce  Consul  Rletaard  P.  Uomsen,  Bto  4p  Janeiro,  Bnull,  Mr;  St.] 

The  charg^  d'affaires  of  Japan  to  Brazil  has  communicated  to  thft 
Brazilian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  the  following  facts  concerning 
the  establishment  of  a  new  Japanese  steamship  line  to  Brazil. 

In  addition  to  the  Osaka  Chosen  Kaislia  (Osaka  Mercantile  Steam- 
ship Co.),  which  began  operations  in  1917  and  hae  since  maintained 
a  regular  line  of  steamers  between  Japan  and  South  America,  an- 
other company,  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisna  (Japanese  Mail  Steamship 
Co.)  has  now  determined  to  establish  a  similar  steamship  service  to 
South  America. 

Since  1912  the  Japanese  Mail  Steamship  Co.  has  been  sending 
ships  to  Brazil  at  frequent  intervals,  but  without  regular  schedule. 
However,  in  February,  1918,  due  to  the  great  increase  in  Japanese 
trade  with  Brazil,  this  company  decided  to  establish  a  regular 
steamship  service,  with  vessels  at  intervals  of  two  months.  These 
ships  will  be  routed  via  South  African  ports  and  will  touch  at  Kio 
de  Janeiro,  Santos,  and  Buenos  Aires. 


STAHBABS  size  of  CATAIOaiTES  SECOHXENDED. 

At  the  recent  annual  convention  of  Uie  National  Retail  Hardware 
Association,  which  is  made  up  of  affiliated  associations  from  29  or 
more  of  the  States,  a  resoluticm  was  passed  indorsing  the  recom- 
mendatioh  of  the  National  Association  of  Purchasing  Agents  that 
7^  by  I0|  inches  be  the  standard  size  for  all  catalt^^es  and  similar 
literature,  as  standardization  of  catalogue  sizes  will  add  greatly  to 
ijie  convenience  and  economy  of  printing,  mailing,  handling,  and 
filing. 

AUESICAir  FAETICIPATIOn  IN  CHILEAN  FAIR. 

[CohbuI  JoliD  R.  Brailler,  Panta  Areaaa,  HsT  IS.] 

Preparations  have  begun  for  the  Second  Annual  Territorial  Ex- 
hibition, which  will  take  place  at  Punta  Arenas  in  February,  1919, 
and  will  last  three  or  more  days. 

■  It  is  expected  tliat  much  more  interest  will  be  taken  in  the  coming 
exhibition  than  in  the  one  held  in  February  of  this  year.  [See  Com- 
3IERCE  REpomrs  for  Apr.  30,  1918.]  At  the  fair  this  year  tlie  ex- 
hibits were  principally  farm  produce  and  live  stock,  but  there  was 
quite  a  largo  display  by  one  firm  of  American-maae  machinery — 
home  electric-light  plants,  farm  implements,  sheep-shearing  ma- 
chines, etc. 

American  manufacturers  and  exporters  interested  in  having  their 
wares  fJiown  at  the  fair  next  year  should  take  the  matter  up  now 
with  local  firms,  offering  to  supply  them  with  advertising  literature 
and  at  the  same  time  giving  them  some  idea  of  the  proper  manner 
of  fitting  up  a  display  booth.  Cameras,  phonographs,  milk  sep- 
arators, roasted-peanut  machines,  aluminum  utensils,  farm  imple- 
ments and  tractors,  canned  food,  confectionery,  typewriters,  and 
sewing  machines  are  some  of  the  lines  that  would  be  appropriate. 

If  American  manufacturers  in  writing  on  this  subject  to  their 
local  representatives  or  customers  will  at  the  same  time  send  the 
.writer  a  copy  of  ttieir  letter  he  will  take  pleasure  in  doing  every- 
thing he  can  to  help  the  local  concerns  make  the  exhibit  a  success. 
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tafahese  heasvbes  to  lower  fbice  of  bice. 

[Eilract  tcvju  "  Sale  and  Fru«T  Geppo,"  Tokio,  Har  IB,  transmitted  by  Consul  Genersl 
George  H.  Scldmore,  YohohaoiB.] 

To  lower  the  price  o£  rice  io  Japan,  the  Government  recentlj  de- 
cided to  appoint  several  large  firms  to  act  as  ofiiciul  import*rs  of 
foreign  and  colonial  rice,  and  then  ■will  require  that  the  rice  be  sold 
at  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  the  Government.  When  this  price  means  a 
loss  (o  the  appointed  importers,  the  actual  loss  will  be  otTset  through 
compensation  bv  the  Government.  The  Government  also  proposes 
to  supplement  this  process  with  the  purchase  of  foreign  rice  through 
its  own  agents. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Emperor's  proclamation  was  shouldered 
npon  a  newly  formed  bureau,  the  Extraordinary  Foreign  Rice  Con- 
trol Bureau  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce.  To 
this  bureau  were  called  the  representatives  of  the  Mitsui  Bussan 
Kaisha,  Yuasa  &  Co.,  and  several  other  leading  import  firms  that  are 
to  be  named  official  importers.  Those  experts  pointed  out  problems 
to  be  solved. 

The  Government  aparently  prefers  Rangoon  rice  to  all  other  for- 
eign paddies.  However,  vei^  little  Rangoon  rice  was  imported  dur- 
ing the  first  two  months  of  1918.  The  rice  imports  for  that  period 
were  from  Saigon,  123,133  kbku  (630,400  bushels) ;  Rangoon,  2.670 
koku  (13,660  bushels) ;  Siam,  72,642  koku  (371,900  bushels),  China, 
4,221  koku  (21,600  bushels) ;  and  all  other  countries,  11,890  koku 
(50,870  bushels).  Investigations  so  far  made  indicate  that  Rangoon 
has  the  largest  supply  for  export  on  hand,  and  should  sell  it  at  the 
most  favorable  rate,  if  space  can  be  arranged  to  carry  the  rice  to 
Japan. 
Tnuportatlon  of  Rftiifcoon  Elce  to  Japan. 

One  shipowner  has  estimated  that  if  1,000,000  kokn  (5,119.000 
bushels)  are  to  be  bought  in  Rangoon,  it  would  require  160,000  tons 
of  space  to  convey  it.  He  said  all  ships  from  Calcutta  should  be 
obliged  to  stop  en  route  to  take  on  part  oi  a  cargo  of  Rangoon  rice. 

On  this  point  Mr.  TJchida,  vice  minister  of  communications,  offered 
encouragement.  He  said  that  as  soon  as  a  formal  request  is  received 
from  Mr.  Nakashoji,  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  the 
Department  of  Communications  will  at  once  start  to  find  the  space. 
Mr.  TJchida  said  that  sufficient  tonnage  is  obtainable,  and  the  only 
point  to  consider  is  how  much  freightage  is  to  be  paid. 

As  a  further  measure  to  lower  the  pripe  of  rice,  the  Government  on 
April  27  opened  up  a  new  field  of  supply.  On  that  date  it  removed 
its  fast  and  tight  prohibition  against  the  selling  of  inferior  rice. 
By  increasing  the  supply  of  rice  for  sale  this  measure  is  hoped  to 
ittJuce  prices  sharply, 
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FOB£CAST  OF  AKOENTHTA'S  1917-18  CESEAL  CBOP. 

[Coaaul  Geoeral  Henry  W.  Bobertaon,  Buenoi  Aim,  Jdne  l.J 
Tlie  Review  of  the  River  Plate  for  May  31  contained  translations 
from  reportg  made  by  Dr.  Emilio  Lahitte,  Director  of  Rural  Econ- 
?Omy  and  Statistics  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  upon  the  maize 
harvest  and  the  linseed  and  oats  harvest  of  Argentina  for  1917-18. 
Regarding  the  maize  forecast  the  Review  comments  editorially: 

We  publish  tills  weeh  a  translation  of  the  note  Iq  whlct— on  28th  instant — 
tbe  Director  of  Rural  Economy  and  Statistics  presented  his  forecnet  of  this 
year's  maiie  crop  to  tbe  Minister  o(  Agrfcnltiire.  The  document  Is  especlallf 
interestlDg  to-day  when  the  problem  of  the  disposal  of  the  maize  enrplns  Is 
causing  very  considerable  concern.  It  can  not  be  claimed  that  the  note  ot  the 
Director  of  Rural  Kconom;  and  Statistics  offers  any  Immediate  solution  of  tlie 
difficulty,  bat  it  contains  soijnd  iidvice  for  the  future.  The  outlet  for  maize 
In  the  form  of  alcohol  Is  too  limited  lu  scope  to  ererclse  any  great  influence. 
Dr.  Lahitte  is  of  opinion  that  the  most  profitable  application  of  the  country's 
annual  maize  surplus — or,  at  least,  of  a  considerable  proportion  of  It — lies  in 
Its  utilication  as  a  plg-fattcning  feed,  provided  the  pig  produced  coaforms  to 
the  type  which  can  suitably  be  used  for  export  by  the  frlgnrificos. 

Dr.  Lahitte  places  the  maize  harvest  of  1917-18  at  4,335,000  metric 
tons,  of  which  he  estimates  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  will  sup- 
ply 2,140,000  tons,  Cordoba  280,000  tons,  Santa  Fc  1,700,000,  Entre 
Bios  56,000,  Pampa  19,000,  other  Provinces  and  Territories  140,000. 
During  the  last  qninquennial  period  the  quantity  of  maize  re- 
quired for  home  consumption  and  seed  ranged  between  1,700,000 
and  2,000,000  tons,  so  that  unless  new  uses  are  found  for  this  grain 
there  will  be  a  surplus  of  some  2,000,000  tons  for  export. 
Com  for  Fattenlig  Ilgs — Other  Vses. 

In  good  harvest  years,  when  Argentina  lias  as  high  as  5,000,000 
tons  of  maize  for  export,  Dr.  Lahitte  points  out  that  this  country's 
surplus  is  almost  equal  to  the  world-export  of  the  grain,  with  the 
natural  result  that  markets  are  glutted.    Continuing.ne  states; 

The  depressing  consequences  of  this  fact  have  frequently  been  felt,  and  many 
are  the  Investigations  and  studies  which  have  been  carried  out  and  the  mono- 
graphs which  have  boon  wrltfon  on  the  mailer  from  the  foundation  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Agriculture  up  to  the  present  time.  In  all  these  InvesfigHtioiis  llie  fact 
has  been  nffirmHl  that  the  transformation  of  maize  into  alcohol,  starch,  fatty 
substances,  glucose,  etc..  and  above  all  In  producing  beef  or  porli,  aujnnented  to 
an  extraordinary  degree  the  profitable  utllizatiou  of  this  grafu,  but  up  to  now 
little  or  nothing  has  been  done  In  this  sense.  In  explanation  of  this  fact.  In 
the  investigations  which  have  been  carried  out.  the  "  luvernadores "  (graslerfi) 
have  said  that  given  the  extensive  condition  of  the  Argentine  pastoral  industry, 
when  maize  is  not  very  cheap.  It  is  more  profitable  to  fatten  steers  on  alfalfa 
or  on  good  natural  grass,  and  tbe  supplementary  ration  of  maize  Is  relatively 
Insigniflcant.  The  "  chocnreros"  (grain  growers)  point  out  that  when  the  price 
of  maize  Is  below  3  pesos  on  tbe  farm,  it  would  be  desirable  to  fatten  pigs,  bnt 
they  lack  resources  to  purchase  them  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  they  have 
proved  moreover  that  when  there  Is  an  abiindnncc  of  pork  In  tbe  domestic 
market  the  prices  fall  greatly  because  the  rapacity  of  internal  consumption  Is 
limited  and  does  not  respond  to  the  Increased  oifer.  I  would  cite  the  results  of 
the  propaganda  which  was  made  In  the  year  1913  In  favor  of  augmenting  the 
production  of  pigs,  taking  Into  accomit  the  price  then  ruling,  which  was  0.92 
peso  m/n  per  kilo  flhe  paper  peso  Is  worth  about  ?0.45  U.  S. ;  a  kilo  Is  equiva- 
lent to  2.2046  pounds]  of  dead  meat  placed  In  the  market  of  Buenos  Aires. 
When  the  supply  Increased,  the  price  dropped  to  0.42  peso  m/n.  The  frlgorlficos 
have  made  an  active  proagnnda,  affirming  In  tlieir  circulars  that  Argentlik 
should  be  one  of  the  first  countries  in  the  worhl  in  the  pork  Industry,  and  ox- 
pressing  the  opinion  that  no  other  country  cduld  produce  iwrk  so  cheaply  if  the 
liidustry  were  organized  on  a  rational  ba.sls,    "All  the  frlgorlficos  are  Interested 


OOMMEBCE  BEPOBTS.  165 


i  of  pig  products,  but  It  ta  InOlspensoble  tliat  they  slioiiM  lie 
jHYiduced  in  the  conditions  wblch  the  markets  ImporlinK  tbc  nrticic  c:(nct." 

The  production  of  alcohol  hae  attained  under  present  drcuniMtiineefl  to 
20,000,000  liters  (liter =0.26417  U.  S.  liquid  gallon],  which  would  ropresent  more 
or  less  70,000  tons  of  maize,  excluding  vinous  alcohol  and  tlmt  extracted  from 
nne.  Tbat  Is  not  a  quantity  which  could  have  niucb  InHucnce  on  the  nial7« 
EDKil;  and  demand.  -  Furthermore,  It  ou^bt  to  be  taken  Into  account  tbnt  the 
IsnfSK  noted  in  the  production  of  alcohol  Is  due  to  the  exportation  of  that 
■rtlde,  wblch  commenced  in  the  year  1914;  before  that  period  our  stntl»tlc!4 
Bbow  no  appreciable  exports  of  alcohol.  In  1914,  JWfl.Sor)  liters  were  exported ; 
la  WIS,  W49.786 ;  In  1916  the  exports  rose  to  10.015^<tl6  liters ;  while  Ihow  of 
the  Bret  9  months  of  1917  were  2,521,607  liters.  Should  this  exportation  cease 
after  the  war,  the  quantlly  necexsiiry  tor  Internal  consumption  exclusively 
Toalii  be  below  that  of  the  present  figures. 

Admllllnf  once  aRnla  Ihnt  mnize  may  have  many  Industrial  appllciitlons  r.nA 
tbat  eiuptoying  It  In  the  feeding  of  plga  and  steers  the  produc'tton  of  uient 
would  be  Increased  nith  great  benefit  for  the  agriculturlMt  anil  for  the  country, 
we  have  to  recognize  that  ail  tills  can  not  he  lniprovlRe<l  in  one  or  two  mouths 
IDA  that  neither  can  It  be  the  exclusive  work  of  the  Government.  The 
colonlMs  show  Utile  interest  In  the  faltcnin));  of  pigs  on  their  chacras,  liecauso 
thej  have  not  felt  the  benefits  which  this  brings  tbeni.  anil  above  nil  because 
th*r  Tack  resources  to  acquire  pigs  and  the  knowledge  whereby  to  produce  the 
qualities  most  suitable  for  the  export  trade.  Of  a  total  of  77,000  cliucms  on 
which  cereals  are  erowa  wltbln  the  radius  of  cereals  cultivation,  there  are 
53.000  which  are  worked  by  tenants,  and  almost  alt  are  leased  at  ko  much  per 
cent  o[  the  produce,  from  wliich  It  can  be  inferred  that  those  most  Interesteil 
In  sustalnlag,  promoting,  and  giving  Increased  value  to  maize  cultivation  are 
the  proprietors  themselves.    •    •     • 

The  narrow  limits  ot  Internal  consumption  do  not  respond  to  the  amplitude 
of  the  supply  olTeretl,  but  should  exportation  level  this  state  of  affairs  by  an 
Increased  demand  tbrougb  tbe  frlgoriricos.  It  would  be  suGHcleut  that  on  the 
one  hand  a  minimum  remunerative  price  should  be  given,  and  tbat  on  tbe  other 
>  oaltable  provision  should  be  assured  with  respect  to  time,  quantity,  and 
quality  In  order  to  respond  to  that  demand.  The  Internal  consumption  does 
not  sutfice  to  develop  tbe  porcine  Industry  but  an  agreement  i)elween  the 
frigorlflcos  and  the  producers  could  open  up  a  world-wide  market  to  It. 
liiNcd  aid  Oat  Tieldt. 

In  his  report  on  the  linseed  and  oat  crops,  being  his  second  fore- 
cast of  the  191T-18  harvest  of  these  grains — Dr.  Luhitt^;  estimates 
tbe  linseed  yield  at  562,500  tons  and  oats  at  1,100,000  tons,  as  fol- 
lows: 


PioiUice. 

u™«. 

O.H, 

Tmt. 

22.^000 
131,000 

Ton,. 

W.OOl 

562,500 

'      ' 

Discussing  the  probable  quantity  of  these  cereals  available  for 
eiport  and  the  rate  at  which  shipments  have  been  going  forward, 
Ae  director  says : 

In  view  of  these  figures,  tbe  calculations  relative  to  the  quantities  of  these 
cewaU  necessary  to  satisfy  home  conBoniptlon,  take  a  secondary  place,  in 
oriler  [□  give  preference  to  the  ]irobleul  presente<l  by  the  commercial  distrlbu- 
lion  at  tbe  surplus,  given  the  abtiorinai  circumstances  which  to-day  |iertui'b 
the  universal  market.  In  my  report  of  December  26,  1917,  I  calculated  the 
»heat  available  for  export  at  4,000,000  tons.  It  Is  not  yet  possible  to  state 
witli  any  eiactltade  the  quantity  of  oats  thrasbed,  because  the  high  price  oC 
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bags  and  ot  binder  twine  ratfiCd  Oio  cost  of  production  atHive  ths  prices  o*  thiq 
grain  at  the  time  of  the  liarv^t,  bo  that  many  agrlcnltnrlsta  prefeirea  to 
utilize  the  oats  as  forage.  For  ttiat  reason  I  consider  as  proTisIonal  the  flgnres 
which  relate  to  the  quantities  of  oats  exportable.  Tliis  would  give :  Wbeat, 
4,000,000  tons;  linseed,  410,000  tons;  oats,  500,000  tons;  probable  quantity 
aralliible  for  export,  4,010,000  tons. 

There  were  eiported  up  to  April  30  last  706,000  tons  of  wheat,  143,576  tons 
of  linseed,  and  44,408  tons  of  oats,  or,  say,  a  total  of  894,044  tons,  and  therfe 
would  remain  for  export  4,015,956  tons.  Or,  say,  82  per  cent  In  order  that 
the  exportation  should  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  current  year — that  is 
to  say,  before  the  yield  of  the  lOlS-19  harvests  comes  oa  to  our  markets — It 
would  t>e  necessary  to  export  502,000  tons  per  month,  and  it  is  very  certain 
that  up  to  now  shipments  have  not  attained  this  proportion. 

Storage  Sheds  at  Porta  Becommended. 

To  permit  of  a  clearer  appreciation  of  tlUs,  I  give  below  the  proportions  of 
the  shipments  of  the  quinquennial  period  1913-1917  during  the  first  four 
months  of  each  year  January  1  to  April  30,  compared  with  the  total  exporta- 
tion of  the  year : 
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In  view  of  these  figures,  and  given  the  uncertainty  which  present  circnm- 
stancea  justify,  may  I  be  jtermltted  to  point  out  the  desirability  of  anticipating 
the  necessity  of  mating  available  suitable  storage  accommodation  In  the  forn) 
of'ehedB,  etc.,  at  the  ports  of  siripment,  so  that  at  any  moment  it  may  be  possi- 
ble to  relieve  the  sheds  at  the  railway  stations  when  the  limits  of  their  capacity 
so  demand  or  facilitate  the  better  ntUizatlcm  of  the  Tilling  stock  when  an  un- 
expected affluence  of  shipping  would  call  for  rapid  transport  to  the  porta 


FB0D1TCTI0N  OF  EOREAIT  UTSECT  FOWDEE. 
[Consul  BajmoDd  B.  Cnrtico,  8«oiil,  Apr.  24.1 

Authorities  of  the  Government  General  estimate  Chosen's  produc- 
tion of  chrysanthemum  powder  in  I9l7  at  900  pounds,  with  an  addi- 
tional 330  pounds  of  the  dried  flowers,  unground.  In  their  opinion 
this  quantity  could  bo  much  Inci^ascd  in  the  future  were  sales  con- 
tracts made  for  the  product,  In  which  event  they  place  the  probable 
output  of  powder  and  unground  flowers  at: 
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The  variety  used  is  the  Chryeanthemum  oinerariaefoUum  and 
the  powder  is  employed,  as  in  the  United  States,  for  killing  insects. 

|A  list  of  the  principal  growers  of  Korean  insect  flowers  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  and  cooper- 
ative omces  by  referring  to  file  No.  102991}.  For  a  report  on  tbe  Japan«fi6 
Insect-powder  trade  see  Commebce  Reports  for  Feb.  6,  1918.] 
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THREE  MONTHS  ENDING  JUNE. 
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PVBUCATION  OF  CENTENXIAL  BOOK  OF  RIO  SE  TASEiaO. 

[Vice  CoDBul  Rkbard  P.  MomBen.  R[o  dc  JaDclro,  BKiil],  Mar  ZS.] 

Preparations  are  being  made,  under  the  direction  of  the  Prefect 
of  the  Federal  District  of  Brazil,  for  the  publication  in  1922  of  d 
"Centennial  Book,"  commemorating  the  hundredth  anniversary  oi 
the  independence  of  Brazil. 

This  book  will  contain  engravings  of  the  various  coats  of  arms 
u^ed  by  the  Federal  District  since  1822 ;  a  facsimile  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence;  names  and  photographs  of  presidents  of  the 
municipal  councils  and  of  the  prefects ;  ana  essays  on  selected  sub- 
jects, among  which  will  be  tlie  following :  Charts  and  maps  of  the 
Federal  District;  Legislative  and  administrative  organizations;  Pop- 
ulation, by  decennial  periods,  since  1822 ;  Professions,  arts  and  tetters, 
and  occupations;  Ports,  commerce,  and  navigation;  Highways;  Me- 
chanical industries ;  Mineralogy  and  geology ;  Education ;  Municipal 
property;  Telephones;  Food  production;  Journalism  and  the  press; 
Charitable  institutions;  Manners  and  customs  of  ihe  people;  Public 
health,  ambulance  service,  and  municipal  sanitation. 


CATALOOUE  DESIBED  IH  CHILE. 

[Consul  John  R.  Bredler,  Pnota  Aivnas.  Ma;  IT.] 

Owing  to  t)ie  high  prices  that  have  prevailed  for  the  principal 
commodities  exported  from  this  territory,  principally  wool,  frozen 
meat,  and  meat  products,  there  will  probably  be  a  considerable 
demand  for  additional  and  more  modem  equipment  for  local  estab- 
lishments when  freight  rates  are  easier  and  prices  perhaps  more 
favorable.  It  is  suggested  that  catalogues  and  price  lists,  or  at 
least  approximate  information  as  to  prices,  be  furnished  to  local 
firms  and  to  this  consulate  for  the  following  lines:  Canning  ma- 
chinery; refrigerating  machinery;  box,  barrel,  and  general  wood- 
working machinery;  stenciling  devices;  labels;  sheep-shearing  ma- 
chinery; electric  light  plants  (for  works  installation];  sheep  dip; 
appliances  and  chemicals  for  wool  mongeries;  antifouling  com- 
pounds for  hulls  of  vessels  (formerly  all  came  from  GJermany) ; 
solder;  sheep  shirts  (the  inclosing  sack  in  which  frozen  meat  is 
shipped) ;  smooth  black  and  galvanized  wire  (for  fences  on  sheep 
farms)  J  corrugated  galvanized  iron;  soap-manufacturing  machin- 
ery; shipyard  machinery  and  appliances  and  general  machine-^op 
machinery. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  catalogues  be  in  Spanish,  althourfi  those 
in  English  will  be  of  use  to  a  number  of  firms  that  have  English 
employees. 

[A  list  of  the  firms  and  of  the  vorious  luitiilclpal  dfi^iartnientg  tliat  would 
also  be  glad  to  receive  catfllognes  of  interest  to  them  may  be  obtained  froai 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  andDomestlc  Commerce  and  Its  district  or  cooperattre 
offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  103309.] 
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i^PUVWOra."  A  HEW  SCAXDnTAVUV  SUBSimnX  FIBE&. 

{BcOlKcak*  TMndc,  CApahatM,  Demnuk,  Hkt  1.] 

L«st  hH  we  mentioned  that  people  in  Sweden  "were  investigating 
m  proposition  of  using  peat  iiber  as  a  substitute  material  in  the  tex- 
nk  mdusby.  Pn  the  initiative  of  Prof.  G.  Sellergren,  of  the  Techni- 
cs! H]|h  School  in  StocUiolm,  the  question  was  taken  up  for  investi- 
gatioii,  and  this  has  given  such  reeolts  that  a  stock  company  has  been 
nmned,  nnder  the  name  "  FibemM  "  (which  is  what  the  Swedes  call 
fee  DO*  material),  and  is  now  equipping  a  factory  at  Hadengo  in 
Jrakoping  Len  for  spinning  fiber  of  peat  taken  from  the  largo  bogs 
tfaere.  After  many  experiments  an  economical  method  of  extracting 
peat  fiber  or  l>eat  litter  hag  been  worked  out.  The  fiber  obtained  will 
be  dealt  with  further,  carded,  spun,  and  woven  in  a  factory  which 
the  company  is  establishing  near  Goteborg. 

The  peat  wool  can  be  made  Into  matting,  carpet  stuffs,  etc.,  in 
various  colors,  while  by  mixing  in  10  per  cent  of  animal  hair  it  can  be 
used  for  felt  soles  in  sfootwear.  The  most  surprising  development  is 
the  weaving  of  cloth,  in  order  to  do  which  30  to  40  per  cent  of  wool 
is  mixed  in.  This  product  can  hardly  be  distinguished  from  cloth 
nade  from  wool  alone,  so  soft  is  the  feel  of  it.  'Hie  strength  is  such 
diat  while  wool  tliread  can  bear  9  kilos  [19.8  pounds]  the  fiber-wool 
thread  can  bear  13  kilos  [28.7  pounds],  which  also  shows  that  the 
fiber  wool  is  usable  for  binder  twine. 

According  to  otlculations  tiie  fiber  wool  can  be  produced  for  40  ore 
pa-  kilo  [S-107  p»  2.S046  ponnds  or  $0.0486  per  pound],  which 
shows  that  S  kilos  containing  one  part  clean  wool  and  two  parts  of 
fiber  wool  will  cost  at  present  8.80  crowns  [$2.36]  while  3  kilos  of 
wwrialoBeoosta24crowns  [$6.43].  The  peat  that  can  not  be  used  for 
"wool"  can  be  used  as  peat  litter  (TO-75  per  cent)  or  maile  into 
Itiqnets  lor  fuel. 

The  method,  with  the  necesBary  machinery,  is  patented  in  Sweden. 
We  understand  the  rights  have  been  bought  by  a  Danisli  syndicate, 
asd  one  can  reckon  that  in  the  near  future  peat  fiber  will  also  bo  pro- 
daoed  in  Deiuuark  in  connection  with  one  of  our  largest  textile  mills. 
1^  machine  question  can  easily  be  easily  solved,  so  that  the  matter 
will  not  meet  with  dii&culties  in  that  way. 

tBcrUBfftkc  rtdeade,  Va;  2.] 

lubli  lyailwtt  t«  Dadsrtake  ■Aaafutnre  of  Peat  Wool 

VcEterdsy  morning  we  mentioned  that  there  M'as  a  possibility  that 
tin  "  wwA  "  in  our  marshes  would  be  utilized  in  the  textile  and  clotli 
iaiostry,  as  a  Dani^  indicate  has  procured  the  right  of  using  in 
Denmark  a  patented  method,  with  machines  belonging  thereto,  for 
tin  winding  and  treatment  of  peat  wool. 

He  method  that  will  be  used  in  Denmark  for  the  production  of 
|Mt  wofrf  differs  on  various  points  from  the  one  which  tlie  Swedish 
piAOTy  OSes,  ti»  aim  being  to  make  the  fiber  as  crimpy  and  curley  or, 
in  other  words,  as  "  woolly  "  as  possible.  This  permits  the  use  of  the 
jjett  wool  without  the  addition  of  wool  or  cotton ;  or,  where  such  ad- 
noxhire  is  necessary,  only  a  small  percentage  is  needed,  which  of 
course  makes  this  way  of  preparation  more  economical  than  the  other, 
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One  of  our  largest  textile  factories  is  negotiating  with  the  Da&ish 
company  which  hns  bought  the  right  of  utilization  here,  and  it  is 
therefore  quite  possible  that  before  long  we  will  have  a  Danish  in- 
dustry founded  on  peat  woo).  Furthermore,  it  is  not  only  in  thifi 
industry  that  the  wood  wool  can  be  utilized,  but,  for  example,  also 
for  the  prepartition  of  cardboard  for  boxes,  etc.  For  this  is  used  a, 
mixture  of  70  per  cent  fiber  and  30  per  cent  wood  pulp. 

The  first  step  in  the  preparation  of  peat  fiber  will  be  taken  at  the 
spot  where  the  peat  is  cut.  From  the  marshes  the  fiber  will  then  go  to 
the  mills,  to  be  spun  into  thread  and  woven  into  cloth  of  different 
kinds,  and  lastly  will  end  at  the  tailor *s,  whose  small  stock  of  fabric 
will  then  be  replenished.  Such  is  the  outlook  for  the  future,  and  with 
the  samples  that  we  have  seen  of  "  peat  cloth  "  this  will  soon  be  real- 
ized. 


FOREIOH  DTCEREErrS  IN  EOTFT. 

[Consul  PboI  KnabeoBhue,  Cairo,  Uay  9.] 

The  determination  of  even  an  approximate  estimate  as  to  the  rela- 
tive importance  of  foreign  interests  in  Egj-pt  is  extremely  difficult 
The  only  published  statistics  available  to  enable  one  to  make  a  reliable 
comparison  are  limited  primarily  to  the  customs  returns  and  the 
census. 

The  customs  returns  give  the  declared  imports  and  exports  by 
countries,  but  the  figures^  are  not  strictly  correct,  as  in  many  in- 
stances, notably  in  connection  with  American  articles,  the  imports 
and  exports  are  credited  to  the  country  where  transshipments  are 
mode.  The  only  other  source  of  statistical  information  which  can  be 
accepted  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  is  that  section  of  the  census  of 
Egypt  which  deals  with  the  foreign  population  of  the  country. 
Until  1917  no  thorough  system  of  compiling  cejisus  returns  waa  em- 
ployed, but  as  the  data  secured  during  last  year's  census  are  not  yet 
available  it  is  necessary  to  revert  to  the  census  returns  of  1907. 
InTeitments  of  Forel^  Capital. 

Statistical  and  financial  experts  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  secure  accurate  figures  as  to  the  total  amount,  or  the 
separate  amounts  by  countries,  of  foreign  capital  invested  in  Egypt 
and  that  in  consequence  it  would  be  difficult  to  even  estimate  the  rela- 
tive approximate  amounts  in  percentages  for  each  country.  The 
reason  for  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  there  are  so  many 
mixed  corporations  operating  here,  such  as  Anglo-French,  Franco- 
Italian,  and  Anglo-Egyptian.  It  is  even  impossible  to  look  to  the 
public  debt  of  Egypt  for  the  desired  information  as  the  bonds  are 
held  throughout  the  continent  of  Europe  and  in  Egypt.  The  cou- 
pons may  be  paid  in  Alexandria,  Caii-o,  London,  Paris,  and  Berlin, 
but  even  the  returns  from  these  centers  will  not  give  accurate  infor- 
mation as  to  the  nationality  of  the  holdings,  as  tlie  coupons  are  fre- 
Juently  sent  for  collection  wherever  the  rate  of  exchange  is  most 
avorahle.  For  instance,  Egyptian  bondholders  have  recently  been 
sending  their  coupons  to  Ixindon  for  collection,  the  rate  of  exchange 
making  it  more  profitable  to  do  so  even  after  the  payment  of  trans- 
portation and  insurance. 
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Bdow  is  given  an  extract  from  the  1907  census  report  of  Egypt ; 
nte  loOtnrine  Agaxes  glv«  a  oomparative  statcmeDt  of  tlic  uativoaUb'  of 
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It  >vlll  be  aoticed  that  tlie  Greek  and  Italian  coloolea  experienced  very  striking 
lacreases,  05  per  cent  In  the  case  of  Ote  former  and  43  per  cent  la  tbe  case  of  the 
latter ;  tlie  Gernum  colony,  although  Still  not  very  lari:e,  Increaseil  by  44  por 
cent  In  the  decennlnm  1887-1907. 

The  popQIations  of  colenfes  of  for«1gnerB,  however,  pFesent  special  peculiari- 
ties of  wWeh  coDslderatioD  must  be  taken.  They  rely  for  their  Increases  on  two 
bctors,  namely.  Immigration  and  reproductive  Increases. 

^'otr.  It  is  probiUsle  that  tbe  second  factor  exerts  a  very  much  larger  Influence 
Id  ttie  caae  of  Uie  Inbabltouts  from  the  ftoutberu  part  of  Europe  than  in  the  case 
of  those  from  the'  northern  countries  of  Enrope.  Notably  In  the  case  Of  the 
Greeks  and  Italians  It  exerts  Its  fnll  Influence,  while  probably  at  the  other  ex- 
time  of  the  scale,  only  the  first  factor  exerts  any  appreciable  Influence,  as  In 
the  tase  of  the  British.  The  large  Greek  and  Italllin  populations  are  colonies  of 
settlers  who,  for  long  periods  of  years,  look  upon  Egypt  as  their  homes ;  whereas 
tbe  British,  French,  and  Qennans  regard  Egypt  as  a  foreign  country  In  ndilch, 
br  fom  of  draunBtances,  they  are  destined  to  spend  a  part  of  their  IWes,  bnt 
they  do  aot,  as  a  ral<^  look  forward  to  the  prospect  of  their  children  establishing 
themselTes  In  the  country.  Furthermore,  It  Is  probable  that  the  proportion  of 
luunarrled  persons  among  members  of  ttie  northern  nations  far  exceeds  that 
WDoag  the  southern  nations,  and  even  tliose  having  families  frequently  send 
ttelr  children  to  be  educated  In  their  own  country. 

Heace  the  Increases  of  Greeks  and  Italians  should  be  regarded  as  the  sum  of 
Incretses  dne  to  Immigration  and  reproduction,  ^vhe^eaa  the  Increases  of  for- 
eigners of  the  other  nationalities  display  the  Influence  of  these  two  factors  In 
varying  but  lodeterminnte  degrees,  till.  In  the  case  of  the  British,  for  esaniple. 
Out  ittfloehce  of  the  reprodactloo  factor  almost  entirely  ranlshes.  These  coii' 
lideratiins  moat  carefally  be  borne  in  mind  when  drawing  deductions  from  the 
date  regarding  the  increases  of  foreigners. 

Dsta  do  not,  to  my  kno^vledge,  exist  for  framing  theories  to  account  for  the 
pirtlcnlar  Increases  enumerated  above,  bnt  perhaps  tlie  expIanatloD  of  the  In- 
oease  of  Ocnnans  may  be  hazarded  that  German  commercial  enterprise  has 
■ttde  Tsy  rapid  strides  la  tlw  conntry  of  recent  years. 

Finally,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  totals  Included  In  the  nationalitr 
table  are  very  possibly  defective  on  account  of  the  unavoidable  difficulties  sur- 
nandiag  tbe  taking  of  a  ceasuB  of  Europeans  by  a  staff  of  Egyptian  enumera- 

Tuccatage*  of  Tonlgn  FopnUtloa— Ametloani  la  Egypt. 

Takiag  the  tigures  for  1907  as  a  basis,  the  percentages  of  the  for- 
eign population  in  Egypt  are  as  follows :  Greek,  42.8 ;  Italian,  28.7 ; 
Britidi,141;  French,  9.9:  Austrian,  5.3;  Russian,  1.7;  German,  1.3; 
punish,  OJS;  Swiss,  0.4;  Belgian,  0.2;  and  Dutch,  0.1. 

The  number  of  Americans  resident  in  Egypt,  including  men, 
women,  and  children,  whose  registrations  have  been  approTcd  by  the 
Deputanent  of  State  sinoe  the  registration  undertaken  In  1917,  is 
3^.  The  number  of  those  who  have  registered  but  wliose  registra- 
lions  have  not  yet  been  approved  is  128.  If  the  registrations  of  the 
persona  included  in  the  last  two  categories  were  to  be  approved  by 
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the  Department  of  State,  the  total  number  of  Americans  in  Egypt 
would  be  about  400. 

Tlie  American  population  in  Egypt  is  made  up  almost  entirely  of 
missionaries;  as  their  number  has  materially  increased  during  the 
past  10  years,  it  is  believed  that  the  American  colony  here  in  1907 
amounted  to  not  more  than  200  persons.  This  being  so,  the  relative 
importance  of  American  interests  as  regards  population  in  1907 
would  have  been  only  about  one-t«nth  of  I  per  cent  of  the  total  for- 
eign population.  However,  a  very  important  factor  in  this  regard  is 
the  large  floating  population  made  up  of  American  tourists,  number- 
ing several  thousands,  who  have  for  years,  before  the  war,  been  regu- 
lar visitors  to  Egjpt  during  the  winter  months  and  who  contribute 
very  largely  to  the  welfare  of  this  country. 
Coannerclal  EeUttoni  with  Toitlgu  Conntriei. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  norma)  trade  of  Egypt  has  been  dis- 
rupted during  the  course  of  the  present  war,  the  figures  for  this 

period  would  not  nccurafely  represent  the  country's  foreign  commer- 
cial relations.  Consequently  the  figures  for  1911, 1912,  and  1913  are 
used  as  a  basis  upon  which  to  reacli  a  conclusion  as  to  the  relative 
normal  importance  of  the  various  foreign  countries  in  their  trade 
relations  with  Egypt. 

The  table  given  below  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  Egypt  by 
countries  for  the  three  years  1911-1913,  the  average  for  the  period, 
and  the  percentages  showing  the  extent  to  which  each  foreign  coun- 
try participated  in  this  trade: 
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T^  fi^Uowmg-pefoentageaate  given  as  approximate  estimate?  of  the 

SUbve  nnportsoce  ol  foreign  mtancial  interests  in  Egypt:  France, 
;  Great  Britain,  t'J ;  Belgium,  10 ;  all  other  countries,  7. 
Bdtlsh  Hare  Lotkc  Interesti  la  ^ypt. 

In  1907  the  British  colony  in  Egypt  numbered  20,653  persons,  being 
14.1  per  cent  of  the  total  European  population  in  Egj'pt.  The  colony 
vas  divided  in  1907  and  until  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war  into 
toe  following  classes :  The  nonofficial  residents,  who  are  principally 
engaged  in  banking,  commerce,  and  shipping:  the  officials  in  the 
Egvman  Government  service;  and  the  Army  of  Occupation. 

Of  the  purely  British  banking  establishments  operating  in  Egypt 
ti>e  following  are  the  most  important: 

Capital. 

Ttie  Auglo-EsTpUan  Banfe  (Ltd.) $7,500,000 

finperial  Ottoman  Bank 50,000,000 

Ionian  Bank . 3. 000, 000 

Of  other  banks  in  Egypt  which  are  largely  financed  and  managed 
by  the  British,  the  following  are  the  most  important; 

Capital. 

Hadooal  Bank  ot  Egypt »15,000.000 

Agricultural  BaDk  at  Egypt 51,550,000 

Mortgage  Co.  of  ^ypt 1 10,000,000 

Baot  of  Abyssinia 2,  500,000 

The  Laud  and  Mortgage  Co,  of  Egypt 4,  SOO,  000 

The  Bntidi  undoubted^  have  the  largest  interest  in  and  control 
of  the  cotton  mark^  in  Egyptj  including  the  subsidiary  industries 
connected  therewith.  Likewise  they  have  invested  heavily  in  the 
various  incorporated  companies  of  foreign  natiwiality  operating  in 
Egypt  British  investments  of  this  character  amount  to  $78,983,275, 
or  6i2  per  eent  of  the  total  capita]  of  such  foreign  corporations. 

Of  the  shipping  interests  in  Egypt,  the  British  have  by  far  the 
lar^r  interest  as  well  as  the  chief  control  of  the  separate  though  de- 
p»dent  coaling  companies  at  Port  Said. 

As  regards  commercial  relations,  the  average  exports  from  Egypt 
to  Great  Britain  for  the  years  1911  to  1913  amounted  to  $73,358,890 
and  the  average  imports  from  Great  Britain  for  the  same  period 
amounted  to  $49,910,365,  showing  a  trade  balance  of  $22,437,525  in 
favor  of  Egypt, 
Su  Finoli  Cokmy. 

The  French  occupy  a  peculiar  position  in  Egypt.  Their  colony, 
numbering  14,591,  or  9.9  per  cent  of  the  total  European  population 
of  the  country,  is  made  up  of  merchants,  Suez  Canal  employees,  shop- 
teepers.  bank  employees,  professional  men,  and  officials  in  the  Egyp- 
tian Government  service. 

In  financial  matters  the  French  have  even  a  greater  interest  in 
Egypt  than  the  British.  They  are  represented  here  by  large  bank- 
ing institutions,  of  which  the  following  are  the  more  important : 


Banqne  Praucaise  d'Bcypte 

10,000.000 

Crtfllt  FMcier  d'Orient 2,01. 

Crtdlt   Foncler-Egyptfen 1,800,000 

Sod«€  Aoonyme  dea  Monts  de  P1*tO  Egyptieiuie 1, 000,  t300  , 
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In  addition  to  these  banks,  wliich  are  either  entirely  or  almost  en- 
tirely financed  by  French  capital,  many  other  banks  operating  here 
and  registered  as  Egyptian  institutions  are  largely  financed  by  and 
under  the  control  of  the  French. 

Aside  from  banking  and  other  financial  interests,  the  three  prin- 
cipal French  corporations  operating  in  Egypt  are  Lebon  and  Cie., 
which  has  a  monopoly  of  the  gas  and  electric  lighting  services  in 
Cairo,  Alexandria,  and  Port  Said;  the  Society  Gen^rale  des  Su- 
creries  et  de  la  Eaffinerie  d'  Egypte,  which  has  practically  a  monop- 
oly of  siigar  refining  in  Egypt;  and  the  Compagnie  Universelle  du 
Canal  Maritime  de  Suez.  It  is  true  that  of  perhaps  400,000  shares  in 
the  latter  company  the  British  hold  approximately  176,000  and  are 
thus  perhaps  the  largest  single  holders  of  such  shares,  but  the  com- 
pany is  a  French  organization  and  entirely  administered  by  it,  and 
consequently  represents  a  most  important  French  interest  in  this 
country.  ^ 

The  French  have  established  many  large  religious  and  scholastic 
institutions  in  Egypt. 

The  average  exports  from  Egypt  to  France  for  the  years  1911  to 
1913  amounted  to  $13,041,750,  and  the  average  imports  from  France 
for  the  same  period  amounted  to  $13,165,320,  showmg  a  trade  balance 
of  $123,570  in  favor  of  France. 
Greeks  Form  Largest  Foreign  Colony  in  EgTPt. 

Greek  interests  in  Egypt  are  chiefly  represented  by  its  colony, 
numbering  62,973  persons  in  1907,  being  42.8  per  cent  of  the  total 
European  population  and  the  largest  foreign  colony  in  Europe.  Most 
of  the  Greeks  in  Egypt  are  small  traders  and  money  lenders.  They 
seem  to  have  an  extraordinary  talent  for  retail  trade  and  are  estab- 
lished in  almost  every  village  in  Egypt  and  the  most  remote  parts  of 
the  Sudan  and  Central  Africa.  Although  their  financial  interests 
here  are  important,  they  are  not,  however,  involved  to  any  great  ex- 
tent in  the  larger  financial  undertakings,  as  are  the  British,  French, 
and  Belgians. 

The  principal  Greek  banks  are  the  Banque  d'Athfenes,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $12,000,000,  and  the  Banque  d'Orient,  with  a  capital  of 
$5,000,000,  which  is  said  to  have  been  subscribed  largely  by  the 
French. 

The  average  exports  from  Eg\-pt  to  Greece  for  the  years  1911  to 
1913  amounted  to  $178,735,  and  the  average  imports  from  Greece  for 
the  same  period  amounted  to  $2,610,650,  showing  a  trade  balance  of 
$2,431,915  in  favor  of  Greece. 
Italian  and  Belgian  Interests. 

In  numbers  the  Italian  colony  ranks  next  to  the  Greek,  numbering 
34,926  persons  in  1907,  or  23.7  per  cent  of  the  European  population. 
The  greater  proportion  of  the  builders  and  general  contractors  oper- 
ating in  Egypt  are  Italians. 

Considerable  Italian  capital  is  invested  in  Egypt,  but  it  is  probably 
not  entirely  connected  with  purely  Italian  enterprises.  The  princi- 
pal Italian  bank  operating  in  Egypt  is  the  Banco  di  Roma. 

Exports  from  Egypt  to  Italy  for  the  years  1911  to  1913  averaged 
$4,625,910,  and  imports  from  Italy  for  the  same  period  averaged 
$6,962,270,  showing  a  trade  balance  of  $2,336,360  in  favor  of  Italy. 

The  Belgian  colony  in  Egypt  is  small,  comprising  only  340  in  1907 


and  perhaps  but  little  minre  now,  but  their  financial  Interests  in  this 
country  are  large  and  rank  third  in  importiince. 
The  principal  banks  in  which  the  Belgians  are  interested  are: 

CnpllaJ. 

BBDqae  Bel^  pour  I'Btr&Bser 1^ '  SB,  000, 000 

Calsse  B)-potbecalre  d'  Egypte ^--^■- 2,000,000 

Soeiete  GCnemle  Egyptlenoe  pour  V Agriculture  et  le  Commerce 2, 000, 000 

Of  the  incorporated  companies  representing  Belgian  interests  the 
largest  and  best  known  are: 

Capital. 

Soeiete  Anonyme  des  Tramways  du  Calre |3, 000, 000 

Sod«e  Anonyme  dea  Tramways  d'Alexandrle 2, 053, 200 

tJalro  Eaertric  lUUwayB  and  Hellopolla  Oaals  Co ^ 10. 000, 000 

Sod«£  Belge-Bayptlenne  de  I'Esbekleh 1,400,000 

SodetE  Anonyme  des  Ciments  d'Bgypte 200,000 

Sodfete  de  Travaux  Publics  du  Calre 1, 200, 000 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  Belgian  incorporated  companies  oper- 
ating in  Egypt.  '  Belgium  ranks  next  to  Great  Britain  in  the  number 
of  incorporated  companies  and  the  amount  thus  invested,  the  Sgures 
being  16  companies,  with  a  total  capital  of  $35,987,915,  representing 
tl.Z  per  cent  of  the  foreign  capital  invested  in  corporations  in  this 
coimtry. 

As  regards  commercial  relations,  the  average  exports  from  Egypt 
to  Belgium  for  the  years  1911  to  1913  amounted  to  $4i9,470,  and  the 
average  imports  from  Belgium  for  the  same  period  amounted  to 
$5,400,965,  showing  a  trade  balance  of  $4,951,485  in  favor  of 
Bel^um. 
QCTBU  and  Autriaa  Interests  Affected  liy  War. 

The  German  colony  before  the  war  was  sipall,  numbering  only 
IjwT  in  1907.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  women,  all  Germans 
that  vete  left  in  Egypt  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  have  been 
interned. 

Aside  from  their  commercial  relations,  German  interests  in  Egypt 
before  the  war  were  not  important,  and  consisted  largely  in  estab- 
lished ajgencies  here  of  German  manufacturing  and  other  commercial 
enteronses.  In  addition  to  such  agencies  there  were  a  few  German 
mercnants  doing  business  for  their  own  account. 

The  only  German  bank  operating  in  Egypt  was  the  Deutsche 
Orientbank  A,-G.j  which  was  established  here  in  1905,  with  a  capital 
of  $4,000,000.  This  bank  and  aU  other  German  commercial  establish- 
ments in  Egypt  have  been  liquidated  during  the  present  war. 

The  average  exports  from  Egypt  to  Germany  for  the  years  1911  to 
1913  amounted  to  $18,449,645,  and  the  average  imports  from  Ger- 
many for  the  same  period  amounted  to  $7,551,340.  showing  a  trade 
balance  of  $10,898,705. 

Before  the  war  the  Austrian  colony  numbered  7,704  persons.  A 
large  number  of  these,  however,  were  not  of  Austrian  nationality. 
Many  of  them  were  Levantines  who  had  secured  Austrian  protection, 
and  others  were  Italians,  who  have  since  the  war  received  Italian 
protection. 

Most  Austrian  subjects  in  Egypt  were  of  the  .servant  class,  that  is, 
cooks,  general  house  servants,  waiters  in  hotels  and  restaurants,  and 
chambermaids.  There  were  a  few  Austrian  merchants  doing  business 
on  their  own  account  and  a  few  agents  of  Austrian  manufacturing 
and  commercial  houses.    There  were  no  Austrian  banks.    Since  the  i  , 
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beginning  of  the  war  all  Austrian  commercia]  establishments  have 
been  liquidated,  and  all  Auatriaa  male  subjects  who  did  not  leave 
Egppt  were  interned. 

The  exports  from  Egypt  to  Austria-Hungary  for  the  years  1911  to 
,1913  averaged  $7,719,075,  and  the  imports  from  Austria-Hungary  for 
the  same  period  averaged  $9,M8,585,  showing  a  trade  balance  of 
$1,629,610  in  favor  of  Austria-Hungary. 
Small  Amerigan  Colony  In  Bsypt 

The  American  colony  in  Egypt  amounted  to  less  than  200  persons 
before  the  war,  almost  all  of  whom  were  missionaries.  The  Ameri- 
can tourist  traffic,  however,  during  the  winter  months  before  the  ■war 
was  large  and  important,  numbering  several  thousands  every  year. 
Undoubtedly  more  Americans  visit  Egypt  as  tourists  than  persons  of 
other  nationalitiea. 

American  mission  property  in  Egypt  is  valued  at  $1,800,000,  con- 
sisting of  church  buildings,  schools,  colleges,  and  mission  residences. 
The  annual  investment  for  work  connected  with  the  mission  amounts 
to  $450,000,  of  which  $250,000  is  subscribed  in  America. 

There  are  three  American  commercial  concerns  operating  in  the 
country  under  their  own  name.  In  addition  to  these  many  American 
manufacturers  are  represented  by  agents  operating  principally  in 
Cairo  and  Alexandria. 

America  is  very  largely  interested  in  the  Egyptian  cotton  crop, 
being  the  second  largest  foreign  purchaser  of  the  country's  most  im- 
portant product. 

As  regards  commercial  relations,  the  average  exports  from  Egypt 
to  the  United  States  for  the  years  1911  to  1913  amounted  to  $14,- 
461,000,  and  the  avernge  imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  same 
period  amounted  to  $2,084,415,  sliowing  a  trade  balance  of  $12,377,185 
m  favor  of  Egj'pt. 

The  interests  of  other  countries  in  Egypt,  not  mentioned  above,  are 
unimportant. 
Belattve  Importance  of  All  Foreign  Interesto. 

A  recapitulation  of  the  percentages  arrived  at  under  the  headings 
population,  commercial  relations,  and  financial  interests  is  given  in 
the  following  table  and  a  final  gencrar average  is  computed  there- 
from. Tile  general  average  so  determined  may  be  accepted  as  show- 
ing the  approximate  relative  importance  of  foreign  interests  in  this 
country  for  the  period  immediately  preceding  the  present  war. 
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FRENCH  FLAG  DISPLAYED  IK  HOKOB  OF  BASTIIE  DAY. 
By  official  order  of  the  President,  French  flags  were  flown  on  all 
official  buildings  and  stations  on  July  14  in  recognition  of  Bastile 
Day  of  the  French  Nation.  Tlie  Department  of  Commerce  Building 
was  decorated  accordingly  in  association  with  the  flag  of  the  United 
Stat^  of  America. 

OCEAH  FEEIGHT  BATE  ON  RAW  COTTON  TO  PORTUGAL. 

The  attention  of  shippers  and  others  concerned  is  called  to  a  ruling 
of  the  War  Trade  Board  (W.  T.  B.  K.  165),  effective  immediately, 
which  provides  that  hereafter  all  licenses  for  the  exportation  of  raw 
cotton  to  Portugal  shall  be  issued  only  upon  tlie  condition  that  the 
cotton  shall  be  carried  from  the  United  States  to  Portugal  at  a  freight 
rate  not  exceeding  $9.25  \}er  hundred  pounds  gross  weight,  including 
primage,  on  standard  bales,  and  $6.25  per  hundred  pounds  gross 
weight,  including  primage,  on  high-density  bales.  Shippers  of  cot- 
ton to  Portugal  must  therefore  confonn  to  the  following  procedure : 

On  every  shipment  of  raw  cotton  to  Portugal  the  slupper's  export 
declaration  which  accompanies  the  goods  to  the  customs  inspector 
on  the  dock,  shall  have  attached  thereto  the  original  dock  permit  or 
a  tme  copy  of  the  same  bearing  an  endorsement  signed  by  the  steam- 
ship compani^  to  the  effect  that  the  rate  of  freight  to  be  paid  on  that 
particular  shipment  will  not  exceed  the  rates  as  stated  above. 

Customs  inspectors  will  not  allow  any  raw  cotton  destined  to 
Portugal  to  be  delivered  at  any  dock  against  license  dated  July  13, 
1918,  or  later,  unless  a  dock  permit  endorsed  as  prescribed  above  is 
presented  to  them.  Such  endorsed  dock  permits  thereafter  are  to  be 
made  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  War  Trade  Board. 

Hereafter  all  licenses  for  the  exportation  of  all  raw  cotton  to 
Portugal  shall  be  issued  upon  the  condition  that  the  cotton  shall  be 
carried  from  the  United  States  to  Portugal  on  steamship, 

•T»76'- 
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NEW  ZEALAHB  1917-18  WOOL  CUP. 

(Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  AuckloDd,  Ma;  27.] 

The  wool  clip  for  the  1917-18  season  h«s  practically  all  been  dis- 
posed of,  and  amounted  to  505,123  bales,  valued  at  $55,923,613.  The 
average  weight  per  bale  was  367.75  pounds,  and  roughly  the  average 
value  per  pound  was  a  fraction  over  29i  cents.  Of  this  the  local  mifls 
took  19,750  bales,  and  the  remainder  was  for  export. 

Quite  a  large  portion  of  this  wool  is  still  held  in  New  2jealand 
Wiirehouses  subject  to  the  order  of  the  British  Government. 


HEW  PLAN  TO  STIMULATE  FOREIOH  TEASE. 

A  new  method  of  Government  trade  pioinotion  was  inaugurated 
to-day  when  the  Dcpaitmont  of  ("omnierce  issued  the  first  of  a  series 
of  Spanish -English  pamphlets  defining  with  scientific  accuracy  ccr-* 
tain  generally  accepted  American  indu^^tiial  standards  for  conHtruc- 
tion  matci-ials.  The  first  pamphlet,  issued  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oominetce,  is  a  bilingual  text  en- 
titled "  Standard  Specifications  and  Tests  for  Portland  Cement,"  and 
was  pi-epai-ed  by  the  American  Society  for  Testing  Afateriuls,  in 
cooperation  with  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  the 
Bureau  of  Standards,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Con>- 
meix;e,  and  the  Office  of  Public  Koads. 

The  pamphlet  on  Portland  cement  will  be  followed  by  others,  tie 
next  suti]'ect  being  announced  i\h  carbon  steel  rails  and  the  one  fol- 
lowing tliat  as  opeii-hearth  steel  girders  and  high  tee  rails.  The 
entire  series  is  in  press  and  will  be  i^sueii  in  the  near  future. 

While  the  publication  of  this  <i'rics  of  standards  is  aimed  to 
facilitate  American  trade  with  the  Latin  countries,  it  is  not  an 
attempt  to  force  American  standards  upon  these  countries.  The 
standards  of  the  American  Society  for  Testing  Materials  are  already 
known  and  used  there.  Tlie  decision  to  puolisli  the  standards  in 
Spanish  was  reached  as  a  result  of  numerous  requests  received  from 
Latin  countries  for  just  this  sort  of  information.  Great  care  was 
taken  to  make  the  transbitions  thoroughly  idiomatic  as  well  as  tech- 
nically correct.  By  responding  to  this  existing  demand  for  informa- 
tion the  Department  of  Commerce  and  the  cooperating  scientific 
societies  expect  to  stimulate  in  a  marked  way  certain  lines  of  trade 
that  hai-e  been  hampered  in  the  past  by  lack  of  data  published  in  the 
native  language. 

These  specifications  will  be  of  value  pai-ticnlarly  in  Argentina, 
Bolivia,  Chile,  Colombia,  Costa  Rica,  Cuba,  Dominican  Republic, 
Ecuador,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Mexico,  Nicaragua,  Panama,  Para- 
guay, Peru,  Salvador,  Uruguay,  and  Venezuela.  They  will  also  be 
easily  consulted  by  many  of  the  engineers  in  Brazil,  Portnga!,  and 
Portuguese  colonies.  The  publication  of  the  specifications  in  other 
languages  is  under  consideration. 

It  is  planned  to  distribute  copies  of  the  specifications  throtighotlt 
Latin  America  and  Spain,  through  the  commercial  attachfo,  specU 
agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  par- 
ticularly through  the  offices  of  the  American  consular  representatives. 
An  effort  will  be  made  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  publlo  work 
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officiaTs,  and  en^^eering  societies  and  clubs  iu  all  of  the  countries 
meotioited. 

In  this  country  the  distribution  will  be  effected  through  the 
Superintendent  oi  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  \Vash- 
ington,  D,  C-,  and  the  various  district  and  cooperative  offices  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commei-ce.  "  Standard  Specifica- 
tions and  Tests  for  Portland  Cement,"  Industrial  Standards  No.  1, 
can  be  obtained  through  these  agencies  at  tho  nominal  price  or 
10  cents. 

SEW  POTATOES  APPEAE  EAELT  ON  DTfTCH  MARKET. 
[Commercial  AtlacL£  Paul  L.  Gdwacds,  The  Hague,  Juae  E>.1 

Early  potatoes  have  now  been  on  the  market  in  Holland  for  more 
than  two  weeks.  The  first  potatoes  of  tlie  1917  crop  appeared  in 
the  (bird  week  of  June.  The  early  arrival  of  the  1918  crop  is  due 
to  the  mild  winter  and  spring  which  Holland  has  just  gone  through. 

These  new  potatoes  are  being  sold  at  a  maximum  retail  price  of 
0.12  florin  per  kilo,  or  about  $0.03  per  pound  at  curient  exchange. 
The  difference  between  the  maximum  price  and  tho  cost  of  produc- 
tion plus  .'>  per  cent  is  borne  by  the  Kingdom  and  tho  commime  con- 
cerned. The  Kingdom  furnishes  nine-tenths  of  tliis  difference  and 
the  commune  one-tenth. 


ACTxvrriEs  of  an  anglo-brazilun  meat  company. 

lVlc«  Consul  Itlcbard  F.  Momecn,  Ulo  dc  Jnnclro,  Braall,  Juoe  3.] 

The  directors  of  the  "Coinpanhia  Brasileira  e  Britannica  de 
Games  "  (Anglo-Brazilian  Heat  Co.)  recently  presented  to  the  stock- 
holders of  the  company  a  report  of  its  operations  during  1917. 

Beginning  to  operate  in  February,  1917,  the  slaughterhouse  of 
the  company  at  Santa  Cruz  killed  126,461  steers,  20,023  of  which 
were  sent  to  the  markets  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Owing  to  the  exorbitant 
price  of  cattle,  slaughtering  diminished  during  the  latter  months  of 
the  Tear.  Kfforts  were  made  to  increase  the  prices  paid  for  cattle, 
but  the  company  was  not  able  to  overcome  the  situation  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  a  better  quality  of  meat  for  export  to  Europe  was  ob- 
tainable in  other  countries  at  a  lower  cost. 

Exportations  for  the  11  months  of  operation  last  year  amounted  to 
384.896  quarters  of  beef  and  2,047  bags  of  small  cuts. 

The  slaughterhouse  at  Santa  Cruz  was  placed  in  the  control  of 
special  workmen  brought  from  foreign  countries  for  this  purpose. 
The  lack  of  tonnage  for  the  movement  of  hides  greatly  injured  this 
department  of  the  company's  operations,  but  fortunately  its  repre- 
sentatives in  London  were  able  to  contract  for  enough  tonnage  to 
move  (he  large  stock  of  hides  that  had  been  collected  by  the  close  of 
the  year. 

TTie  profits  of  the  companv  during  1917  amounted  to  7S,783  (about 
$19,696  American  currency),  but  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the 
market  for  boef,  the  directors  decided  not  to  declare  a  dividend. 

The  future  business  of  the  company  is  being  greatly  prejudiced 
by  the  fact  that  cattle  raisers  are  liolding  their  cattle  with  the  in- 
tention of  obtaining  higher  prices,  so  that  the  exf  oration  of  meat 
is  being  restricted.  ^ 


ISO  COUMEBOa  BEPOBXS. 

INCBEASE  IN  THE  FKICE  OF  DUNDEE  G^. 

[Consul  H.  Ab«t  JohDBOD,   Dundee,   Scollsud,  June  IS.] 

Announcement  has  been  made  that  the  price  of  gas  in  Dundee  is 
shortly  to  be  increased  bv  3d.  ($0.06)  per  1,000  cubic  feet;  that  is, 
from  2s.  9d.  ($0.67),  its  present  price,  to  3s.  ($0.73).  Even  at  the 
new  figure,  however,  tlic  mhabitjvnts  of  Dundee  will  be  paying  less 
than  is  now  being  paid  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  as  in  the  former 
city  the  price  is  3h.  8d.  {$O.R0),  and  in  the  latter  3s.  Gd.  {$0.85). 

TIio  increased  cost  of  materials  and  of  i>rodiiction  (coal  and  other 
material  and  labor)  has  made  this  advance  necessary.  The  past 
year  was  begun  with  a  credit  balance  of  £243  ($1,183)  and  was  ended 
with  a  debit  balance  of  £1.799  ($8,755),  the  loss  on  the  year's  opera- 
tions being  £2,0+2  ($9,938).  There  was  a  gain  in  the  quantity  of 
gas  sold  last  year  compai-ed  with  tlie  previous  vear  of  about  10  per 
cent,  which  realized  £13,.W0  ($65,698),  all  of  which  was  swallowed 
up  in  the  higher  cost  of  production,  " 

With  regard  to  the  estimates  for  the  current  year,  the  revenue 
from  the  sale  of  gaw  at  the  new  price  is  put  down  at  £164.000 
($798,106),  being  £14,000  ($68,131)  more  than  last  year.  The  in- 
crease of  3d.  in  the  price  applies  to  the  sale  of  gas  by  meter  in  tlie 
ordinary  way,  and  the  price  to  those  who  iise  gas  through  auto- 
matic metei"s  and  to  other  classes  of  consumers  will  be  proportionately 
raised. 

Tlic  electricity  department  accoimts  show  a  credit  balance  for  the 
pasf  j-car  of  ^295  ($1,430).  The  estimates  provide  for  a  slight 
incivasc  in  the  lighting  rates  for  the  present  year, 


EFFORTS  HADE  TO  HTCBEASE  FRODUCTION  OF  FISH  HEAL. 

liecently  an  effort  has  lieen  made  by  tlie  Bureau  of  Fisheries  to 
interest  the  menhaden  fishermen  in  coiiveiting  their  fish  waste  into 
fish  meal,  rather  than  into  scrap.  In  the  Chesapeake  region,  where 
driers  are  employed,  the  only  additional  equipment  required  will  be 
a  satisfactory  grinder.  Some  of  the  fishermen  having  been  inter- 
ested in  the  project,  arrangements  were  perfected  for  representatives 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  and  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  to 
go  to  Beedvillc.  Va.,  one  of  the  largest  menhaden  fishing  centers  on 
the  coast.  On  this  trip  samples  of  meal  were  examined  and  the 
various  details  needed  to  produce  a  satisfactory  product  discussed. 
At  an  impromptu  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  industry  the 
importance  of  the  change  m  methods  was  explaind,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  work  with  the  Government  representatives,  and  ar- 
rangements were  completed  for  preparing  and  shipping  to  each  of 
21  stations  about  750  pounds  of  the  prepared  product  for  testing  as 
a  feed  for  hogs  and  for  interesting  farmers  in  the  adjoining  regions 
in  the  use  of  this  product. 

In  this  connection  it  should  he  borne  in  mind  that  as  fiour  is  inilled 
now,  the  percentage  going  into  flour  is  greatly  increased  and  the 
supply  of  feeds  cori-esjiondingly  decreased,  so  that  additional  sources 
of  feeds  must  be  sought,  and  that  the  supply  of  tankage,  to  which 
fish  meal  is  comparable  as  a  feed,  is  inadequate  to  satisfy  the  demand. 
The  Chesapeake  region  alone  should  produce  20,000  tons  of  fish  meal, 
which  though  small  in  amount  will  be  an  important  factor. 
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TBABE  ROUTE  Tfr  PEimA  OPEN. 

[CoDenl  OBcar  8.  Ilelier,  Bagdad,  MesopolomU,  Apr,  2K.] 
The  old  and  very  importnnt  trade  route  from  liopdad  to  Persia 
by  the  way  of  Khanakin,  Kasr-i-Shirin,  Kenniinshiih,  and  Hama- 
dan,  which  has  been  closed  since  the  outbreak  of  the  prewcnt  war,  has 
just  been  reopened  under  certain  restrictions.  Nearly  all  manu- 
factured goods  from  Europe  for  southern  Persia  were  forwarded 
by  this  route  until  it  was  closed  in  1914. 

The  British  Civil  Commissioner  for  Irak  has  publiKhed  the  fol- 
lowing notice: 

Tlte  export  of  Koods  to  Persia  Is  nnw  frcfly  rerniK  («],  siiliject  ti>  the  hsiuU 
lilix-knilc  rwlea,  Tlie  export  of  tlie  fnllowlriE  iirtU'li's  Is  not  nt  pivsent  |ior- 
uilCeil :  Arras,  aminitnUlon,  inctuis,  kerosene  oil  and  [tt'trol,  ruMjer.  tea,  I'ofCce, 
su^r,  and  certain  other  articles,  details  of  which  arc  as<.'crtaiiial>lc  ou  ai'iili- 
cntutn  to  the  blockfnJe  olTicer. 

From  the  blockade  officer  the  following  details  were  obtained: 

For  all  articlea  a  blackade  pass  on  guarantee  Is  requlml  and  trade  Is  nl- 
luwed  only  in  the  hands  of  uierc-hants  approved  by  the  civU  I'onnuisslouer  anil 
ilio  »>nsul»i  at  Kennnudiah  nnd  Ilanindiin.  Kxiiort  of  ple^i-  ;;(iods  (iirlHles  of 
riorh  and  Kflb,  Inrludlng  clolhlug)  Is  allowed,  but  not  woolen  g<io(1s  manu- 
factured tn  Bagdad. 

Oq  receipt  of  estimated  requirements  from  the  consuls  at  Kermaushah  and 
Iliiuiadan,  the  ox|>ort  of  fuodHlulTs   (grain,  dates,  eti;. )  will  he  allowed. 

All  export  Is  to  be  consigned  to  HU  Majesty's  i.'onsul.';  pendliiij  furltiei'  oider^. 


COHDITIONIHO  JAFAIVESE  COTTON-GOODS  EXPORTS. 
[CmuuI  General  George  H.  Bclilmare,  yokohama;  from  Sale  and  t'rBzar  Geppo,  Ma;  ID.] 
To  compete  with  Manchester  after  the  war,  Japanese  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  cloth  will  be  required  by  the  (iovemnieiit  to  keep 
their  exports  up  to  a  fixed  high  standard.  The  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Commerce  announced  recently  that  it  was  preparing  a 
ruling  which  will  compel  textile  manufacturers  to  organize  an  asso- 
ciation that  must  exercise  strict  supervision  over  the  goods  woven 
for  export.  The  association  also  must  examine  such  goods  through 
inspection  committees,  and  bounties  will  be  granted  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  bear  part  of  the  cost  of  conditioning  exports. 

The  quintupling  of  Japan's  exports  of  cotton  cloth  has  been  one 
of  the  results  of  the  war.  Before  the  war,  the  average  shipment 
overseas  was  around  26,000.000  yen  ($12,948,000).  In  1915,  the  level 
of  39,511,424  yen  ($19,676,689)  was  reached;  in  lOlC,  60,050,044  ven 
,($■29,905,221) ;  and  in  1917, 127,458^50  yen  ($63,474,209).  The  ship- 
ments so  far  in  1918  have  run  75  per  cent  higher  than  in  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1917.  To  retain  the  markets  newly  gained  in 
China,  £idia,  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  Australia,  and  the  Philippines, 
the  Government  realizes  that  the  quality  of  Japanese  cotton  cloths 
must  stand  comparison  with  those  of  English,  American,  and  Ger- 
man weavers. 


Lily>Biilb  Prospects  in  Bermuda. 
Cousul  General  Ethelbert  Watts  reports  that  the  Bermiidian  Di- 
rector of  Agriculture  estimates  that  this  season's  production  of  lily 
bidbs  will  total  1^00  crates,  as  against  a  little  over  1,000  crates  pro- 
duced last  year. 
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AUSTE&IIAS  I]!IIKTSIKIAI  nSM& 

[Howara  A.  Tcot.  setretarj  to  «>niincrclal  attach*,  Slcllwurnc,  Juno  1-1 

Metal  Manufactures  <Ltd.)  has  spent  about  £100,000  ($486,650)  in 
erecting  a  plant  at  Port  Kemlba,  New  South  Wales,  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  eoppei-  wire  and  othL'i-  products.  The  completion  of  the  plant 
has  been  delayed  on  account  of  the  wai',  the  machinery  having  been 
ordered  from  England.  Some  of  it  has  arrived  and  more  is  on  its 
way,  and  unless  imforeseen  delays  occur  it  is  cxi>ected  that  opera- 
tions will  commence  about  the  middle  of  June,  tliis  year. 

In  connection  with  the  completion  of  the  scheme  for  electrifying 
suburban  railways  out  of  Melbourne,  the  Railway  Department  has 
placed  an  order  with  American  manufacturers  for  £7,000  worth  of 
copper  wire,  which  had  previously  bei;n  contracted  for  by  British 
manufaeturei-s,  who  were  umible  to  supply  the  wire  on  account  of 
the  war, 
Shorta^  of  linseed — Wcol-SpinntiiE  Plant. 

The  linseed-oil  industry,  which  has  i>eeii  established  in  Australia 
for  some  time,  is  threatened  with  a  shortage  of  linseed,  which  is  im- 
ported from  Calcutta.  It  is  understood  that  the  Covernment  has  been 
urged  to  allot  freight  space  for  seed.  Some  ex))eriments  in  the  rais- 
ing of  linseed  have  been  made  in  New  South  "Wales  and  Victoria,  but 
they  do  not  promise  much  of  a  supply. 

Arrangements  linve  been  completed  for  tlie  establishment  of  a 
wool -spinning  i>lant  in  Melbourne,  at  a  cost  of  £120,000 
($584,000).  In  tlie  face  of  this  fact  the  Minister  of  Repatriation, 
)Q  speaking  of  the  establishment  of  n  wool-spinning  plant  for  the 
production  of  yarn  and  incidentally  the  emplo^Tiient  of  returned 
soldiers,  has  made  the  statement  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  the  ma- 
chinery necessary  for  tho  construction  of  such  a  plant,  and  that  while 
some  of  the  necessary  machinery  can  be  manufactured  in  Australia, 
certain  essential  parts  must  he  procured  elsewhere. 

The  Ckimmonwealth  woolen  factory  at  Geelong  is  now  produong 
about  16,000  oi-  IT.OOO  yards  of  woolens  and  worsteds  per  week.    It 
uses  100  bales  of  wool  per  week,  and  it  makes  approximately  15,000 
pounds  of  yarn.    It  employs  250  persons. 
Beot^anlzatlon  of  Steel  Compaxy. 

To  take  care  of  tho  necessity  for  increased  production,  the  BrtJcen 
Hill  Propriety  Co.  has  been  allowed  to  issue  new  shares  to  the  extent 
of  £637,CH>0.  The  scheme  provides  for  the  raising  of  this  amount  by 
issuing  318,!)d4  unissued  shares  (of  the  authorized  capital  of  ^OOJXIO 
of  Ss.  each)  at  40s,  each.  About  t^vo-tllirds  of  the  shai'es  are  held  in 
the  London  register  and  the  remainder  in  Melbourne. 

A  small  furnace  is  nearing  completion,  and  when  the  second  large 
blast  is  in  operation,  which  will  be  the  Iatt«r  part  of  this  year,  the 
output  of  pig  iron  should  be  at  the  rate  of  about  300,000  tons  per  year. 
To  date  about  £2,750,000  has  been  spent  in  connection  with  these 
works. 

The  South  African  Journal  of  Industries  says  that  a  good  bn^ness 
is  being  done  in  Johannesburg  and  elsewhere  in  the  maQnfsctare  of 
iiDitati(Hi  marble  slabs  for  the  furniture  ^de. 
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FLEXIBLE  GAS  BAGS  FOR  HOTOR  CABS. 

[COD9U1  E.  HaMcm&n  DennlgoD,  Blnningham.  Ensland,  June  20.] 

An  inquiry  lias  been  received  at  this  consulate  for  particulars  as 
to  use  of  flexible  gas  bags  on  motor  cars  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  fol- 
lo'wing  information  on  the  subject  is  taken  from  the  interim  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  last  Kovember  to  consider  the  employ- 
ment of  coal  gas  as  a  source  of  power,  particularly  in  motor  vehicles. 

The  committee  expresses  the  view  that  ordinary  town  gas  can  be 
effectively,  safely,  and  promptly  substituted  for  motor  spirit  in  en- 
gines of  the  kind  usually  fitted  to  motor  vehicles,  without  reduction 
in  the  compression  space  of  the  cylinder.  A  mean  consumption  of 
250  cubic  feet  of  gas,  having  a  gi^oss  calorific  value  of  490-500  B.  t. 
u.,  is  accepted  as  the  equivalent  of  1  gallon  of  motor  spirit.  An  ap- 
pendix to  tlie  report  gives  a  specification  for  tiie  fabric  which  should 
be  employed  for  flexible  containers,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  normal 
working  life  of  such  containers  may  be  considered  as  being  about 
eight  months,  though  this  period  may  probably  be  increased  by  as 
much  as  50  per  cent  if  the  fabric  is  continuously  protected  from  the 
action  of  liglit  by  a  suitjible  covering.  The  leakage  of  gas  due  to  the 
porosity  of  inferior  fabrics  may  after  one  month  of  use  equal  the 
actual  gas  consumption.  It  is  declared  to  be  undesirable  tliat  semi- 
rigid containers  of  rubber  and  canvas,  and  other  proofed  fabrics, 
should  at  present  be  allowed  to  be  charged  with  gas  to  a  pressure 
exceeding  90  pounds  per  square  inch,  or  should  be  of  a  larger  mternal 
diameter  than  4  inches,  and  even  with  these  limitations  such  con- 
tainers, in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  are  unsafe  unless  properly 
armored  with  galvanized-steel  wire  of  0.012-inch  diameter.  (No. 
30  B.  W.  G.) 

Encouragement,  however,  should  be  given  to  the  construction  and 
use  of  semirigid  containers  of  rubber  and  woven  wire  up  to  a  work- 
ing pressure  of  300  pounds  per  squai-e  inch.  It  is  also  pronounced 
desirable  to  encourage  a  limited  number  of  experiments  on  a  com- 
mercial scale  with  comi>ressed  gas  in  rigid  metal  cylinders,  plain  or 
wire  wound,  at  pressure  up  to  at  least  1,800  pounds. 
Pnrtlier  InvestlKatloBi  Sag^sted. 

The  committee  desires  authority  to  have  investigations  carried 
on  by  an  expert  subcommittee  in  connection  with  portable  gas- 
^nerating  plants,  the  commercial  use  of  gas  for  traction  purposes 
in  conlaineis  at  nigh  pressure,  questions  relating  to  liquefaction, 
absorption,  and  enrichment,  and  the  improvement  of  methods  for 
insuring  the  mixture  of  gas  and  air  in  proper  proportions.  The  re- 
port also  contains  some  recommendations  a§  to  the  conditions  of  sup- 
ply of  gas  to  consumers,  and  the  methods  of  attaching  flexible  con- 
tainers to  vehicles.  It  is  proposed  that  the  gas  inlet  to  the  container 
on  any  vehicle  in  general  use  should  be  of  iron  gas  pipe,  of  2|-inch 
bore,  screwed  externally  with  the  British  standard  pipe  thread  to 
take  a  union  for  that  size  of  pipe,  and  such  union  should  be  fitted 
permanently  to  the  end  of  the  flexible  tube  or  other  connecting  pipe 
through  which  the  gas  is  passed  from  the  source  of  supply, 

IRecent  reports  on  tlie  use  of  gas  baes  for  motor  vehicles  in  England  were 
published  in  Coumebcb  REPOUTa  for  Mar.  13  aiitl  IG,  1918.] 
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POSSIBIUTIES  OF  THE  ALASKA.  HEBRIHTO  FI9HEBT. 

A  recent  report  from  the  American  consul  at  Stavanger,  Norway, 
on  the  spring  nerring  fishery  of  Norway  [see  Commerce  Reposts  for 
June  24]  shows  that  in  the  past  fotir  seasons,  including  1918,  the 
catch  had  an  average  annual  value  of  about  ^,T00,O0O.  About  80 
pei-  cent  of  ttie  yield  was  salted  and  most  of  the  remainder  was 
sold  locally  or  exported  as  fresh  fish,  a  very  small  quantity  being 
canned  or  kippered. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  in  its  bulletin  for  July 
says  that  the  importance  and  value  of  this  fishery  is  an  indication  of 
what  may  be  done  by  adequate  Government  encouragement  and  as- 
sistance and  by  privato  enterprise  and  address  in  the  United  States, 
particularly  in  Alaska.  The  herring  resources  of  Alaska  are  prc^- 
ably  not  inferior  to  those  of  Norway  and,  considering  the  greater 
extent  of  the  coast  line,  ore  possibly  much  superior,  yet  the  average 
annual  value  of  the  catch  in  that  Territory  for  the  four  years  ending 
December  31,  1917,  was  but  $252,000.     The  bulletin  continues : 

Tlie  eycn  of  Alaska  fisbermeii  have  been  so  focused  on  tlic  extraordloarj 
solnioD  Hnil  rieh  ballbot  flaherlos  that  the  possibilities  of  tbe  s?a  berring  have 
been  lai^b'  overlooked.  To  no  small  extent,  owing  to  tbe  action  of  tlie 
Bureau  of  Fisberles,  In  placing  experts  in  tbe  Territory  to  give  assistance  to 
fishermen  in  [niprovlng  thdr  methods  of  curing  herring,  and  in  calling  tha 
attention  of  dlstriliutors  to  the  availability  of  the  supply,  tbe  value  of  tbe 
output  tn  1&17  rosQ  to  $587,777,  nearly  double  that  of  the  preceding  vear  and 
about  eight  times  that  of  1914. 

The  promising  feature  of  this  comparislon  Is  not  tbe  value  of  the  pack  of 
1917,  which  was  but  8  per  cent  of  that  of  Norway  in  the  same  year,  but  tbe 
rapid  liicr«ase  In  tbe  past  four  years.  It  lends  strength  to  the  hope  tliat  the 
enterprise  of  the  people  of  AInskn  will  result  in  giving  tho  herring  fisherj'  its 
proper  place  in  the  economy  of  the  Territory,  second  only  to  the"  great  salmon 
flsherlee  which  It  Is  undoubtedly  destined  some  time  to  rivaL 

Tlie  Imports  of  cured  herring  into  the  United  States  in  normal  times  are 
heavy.  By  reason  of  war  coadUIons  tliose  imports  arc  now  greatly  curtailed 
and  from  some  sources  nre  entirely  cut  off,  and  there  is  presented  a  wonifcr- 
ful  (^portuDlty  for  Alaska  to  permanently  acquire  a  large  part  of  this  trade 
if  an  effort  be  made  to  meet  tlie  dMiand  nnd  propCT  care  be  exertiaed  to  insure 
iilgh  quality  In  the  pack.  Each  careless  or  dishonest  packer  will  be  a  menace 
to  the  Industrial  progress  of  tbe  Territory.  Tlie  herring  packed  under  the 
bureau's  Instruction  and  supervision  last  year  was  tbe  best  received  In  New 
Torh,  and  tbe  standard  so  established  should  be  sorupulouly  maintained.  Hie 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  believes  In  the  future  of  the  herring  Industry,  and  hiks 
again  sent  experts  to  Alaska  to  assist  and  instruct  pncfcers  and  to  furnish  In. 
formation  concerning  marlietijig.  It  is  regretted  that  efforts  to  obtain  a  )ai^ 
staff  for  tills  wortf  were  unavailing. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BITBEAIT  OF  FOBEEOH  AND  BOHESTZC  COHXESCE. 

COOPEKATIVK  OmCES. 
CLETEIiAro  I  CbuDbtr  ol  ComBcrec 
CDICIinUTI:  CkaBber  «f  f  iiiiiii 
CDICnnilTri  (l«Mrd  FnlfM  ifurt,  BmOcti 

Bkllm,  M  UsaUi  BiU^taf. 
L08  IKGELEB:  a»li«c  ol  ConMerct. 
FKILUtBIiPHU  I  Cfember  g<  Commtice. 


DISIBICI  OFFICKS. 
KEW  lOBE:  7E4  Gnlonkaut. 
BOSTOK:  1S»1  CwtMibMMa. 

cnci«oi  Hi  etStni  siiuiif. 

BT.  liOOSt  tOS  TUri  laUaMl  Buk  B^Uli«. 
HEW  0BUUN8I  tM«  HlbcnU  BMk  BidMlaf 
Bill  rBlItaSCO:  SOT  CntQBtame. 
8B1TTLI:  31B  H«U7  BBlldlac. 


GHilTUOOflAi  Bortk  lankam  in^  iMth- 

OHEfl.:  Chuibti  at  Coiuitnt. 
VITTON:  enit«i  Vtjtmt  AnMli(t»k. 


"Thrive  by  Thrift,  Buy  War  Saving  Stampa."^ 
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CHDIESE  EXPEEIMENTS  WITH  AMERICAN  COTTON  SEED. 

(CoDSul  LeHlcc  Majnacd.  Chetoo,  May  11.] 

The  arrival  of  a_  shipment  of  Georgia  cotton  seed  was  recently  an- 
nouuc«d  in  the  China  Press,  of  Shanghai,  the  seed  to  be  used  for  ex- 
perimental planting.  The  improvement  of  the  Chinese  staple  has 
recaved  more  or  less  attention  for  some  time,  and  the  present  effort 
to  ^row  American  cotton  here  is  the  outcome  of  three  seasons'  ex- 
perimentine  by  Mr.  H.  Y.  Moh,  of  the  Hou  Sung  Cotton  Hill  and 
the  Teh  Dan  Cotton  Spinning  Co,  Discussing  5Ir.  Moh's  work  the 
Press  states : 

An  aagmented  program  of  experimentation  with  Anierican  cottoa  seed  in  and 
about  Shos^ai  has  been  laid  out  for  this  year  by  the  Cotton  Improvement 
Association  of  China.  The  organization  Is  a  ncwlj-rorraed  body  of  400  men 
interested  In  the  cotton-growing  industry  horeaboutg  and  one  wlilch  Is  siiecinl- 
Istng  OD  the  Introduction  of  Amerfcnn  cotton.  It  was  started  by  Mr.  H.  T, 
Uoti,  who  has  been  himself  engaged  la  exi)erlmenting  with  American  cotton 
plants  for  the  past  three  year.a. 

Jlr.  Moh  has  juat  received  a  cousignnient  of  120  snclss  of  Georgia  cotton  seed 
of  a  variety  which  has  given  him  gratifying  results  in  the  past  scoson.  The 
weds  are  to  be  distributed  among  the  members  of  the  association  and  will  be 
Idanted  and  cared  for  along  ilncs  developed  by  Mr.  Moh  In  liis  three  seasons' 
experience.  The  consignment  totals  2,400  pounds  of  seed  of  the  Clevelood  Big 
Ball  variety,  sufficient  to  plant  400  mow  [a  "  mow "  is  approximately  ono- 
flftli  of  an  acrej  of  land  and  is  expected  to  yield  a  return  which  will  assure 
the  planting  of  a  very  large  ai-ea  nest  year.  Mr.  Moh  lilmseif,  besides  planting 
his  60-mow  experiment  station  In  Tangtszepoo,  will  this  year  open  a  new  sta- 
tion of  36  mow  in  Pootung,  to  be  devoted  to  the  accUmitliuitlon  of  American 
cotton.  His  sucecesKcs  of  the  past  seasons  have  convinced  him  of  the  siipe- 
riorlt?  of  this  cotton  over  the  native  plant  and  of  the  entire  feasibility  of  Its 
'  1  introduction  to  China. 


Oood  Kemlt>  Expected. 

"This  will  be  the  fourth  year  I  have  conducted  my  experiment  station  In 
Xangt^Kpoo,"  said  Mr.  Moh,  "  and  my  work  has  given  me  entire  conBdencc  In 
the  future  of  American  cotton  here,  a  feeling  shared  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Jobson.  the 
American  cotton  exjwrt,  who  came  to  China  to  investigate  for  the  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment. The  results  secured  at  my  station  last  year  were  exceeillngiy  gi-ati- 
tring.  Tlie  season's  crop  I  found  spun  consistently  32s  and  42s.  The  usual 
retnm  from  Chinese  cotton  Is  ISa  or  20s. 

"  If  attention  Is  paid  to  the  care  of  the  seed  there  Is  no  question  in  my  miud 
but  that  American  cotton  can  be  successfully  Introduced  to  the  country  about 
Shanghai.  Tliere  have  been  unsuccessful  attempts  In  the  past,  but  there  were 
reasons  for  It  The  crop  was  usually  planted  too  late  and  the  seed  was  not  of 
the  variety  suited  to  local  conditions.  It  was  Invariably  obtained  from  Oklahoma 
or  Texas,  where  very  dry  conditions  prevail,  and  was  thus  entirely  unadapted 
to  this  locality.  While  I  was  In  school  la  Texas  I  studied  cot  ton -growing  there, 
and  when  I  came  to  order  seeds  I  placed  the  order  In  Georgia.  I  have  found 
that  the  seed  from  that  pert  of  the  conntry  can  be  acclimatized  In  about  three 
jeara  bere. 

"  The  Chinese  of  the  cotton  industry  here  liave  come  to  a  realization  of  the 
necessity  for  improving  the  fiber  6t  the  native  plaat.  It  was  with  this  In 
view  that  the  Cotton  Improvement  Association  waa  formed  and  plans  laid  for 
enlarging  the  field  of  experimentation  this  year.  We  hope  to  have  a  successful 
crt^  and  to  obtain  seed  for  greatly  increased  planting  next  season,  as  It  is  not 
advisable  to  Introduce  new  seeds  each  year.  The  new  experiment  station  In 
Pootnng  will  be  called  the  association  station,  and  will  be  condticted  under  Its 
auspices  and  for  the  bencQt  and  instruction  of  the  membera" 

niiere  are  further  indications  this  year,  Mr.  Moh  said,  of  an  active  Interest 
In  cotton  tmprarement  among  Oltinese  officials,  one  of  whom  was  In  Shanghai 
a  few  days  ago  for  a  conference  with  Mr.  Moh. 

A  country  wortb  flghting  tor  is  a  coontiT  worth  saving  for.  Buy  Thrift 
ttampa.  ,  , 
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FBENCH  inmiCIFAL  SCHOOL  FOR  COMUEECIAL  TBAININa. 

[Confiiil  C.  Carrlpan.  Ljon,  Jane  12,1 

An  interesting  stop  taken  by  the  citv  of  Lyon  in  connection  with 
the  strengthening  of  France's  commercfal  position  after  the  war  is  the 
decision  to.ojwn  a  special  school  here  for  commercial  training  and 
education.  The  general  aim  of  the  school  will  be  to  provide  training 
for  business  representatives,  agents,  and  commercial  travelers.  Those 
taking  the  conrse  will  be  given  a  sound  education  of  a  general  and 
professional  character. 

The  course  of  studies  will  be  divided  into  three  clnsses — first,  an 
elementary  class,  to  which  will  be  elegible  children  of  11  years  and 
over,  who  have  completed  their  elementary  studies.  The  minimum 
length  of  this  first  course  is  to  be  one  year.  The  second  or  middle 
class  will  be  given  to  pupils  who  have  completed  the  course  of  the 
first  class,  or  who  pass  succcHsfully  an  entrance  examination.  The 
minimum  length  of  the  second-class  studies  will  be  three  years,  of 
wliich  G  months  will  be  given  to  practical  work  in  some  commercial 
house  or  industrial  concern. 

Finally,  there  will  be  a  higher  class,  completing  the  educational 
work.  This  final  third  course  will  be  given  to  pupils  who  have  suc- 
cessfully completed  the  second  class,  or  who  can  pass  an  arranged 
entrance  examination.  The  minimum  length  of  this  last  course  will 
be  two  years,  hut  students  will  be  required  to  take  an  extra  year's 
postgraduate  work,  which  I  judge  will  be  of  a  practical  nature. 
Plan  of  Studies  for  the  Three  Divisions. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  there  will  be  three  divisions  in 
the  proposed  school.  A  pupil  can  follow  all  three  courses  succes- 
sively, or  he  can  enter  any  one  course,  according  to  his  requirements. 
For  entry  into  the  first  course  no  examination  is  required,  but  to  take 
the  second  and  third  course  examinations  are  necessary  unless  the 
prospective  pupil  has  already  successfully  completed  the  preceding 
course. 

The  plan  of  studies  for  the  three  divisions  embraces  the  following 
subjects:  Elementary  division — Frenchj  writing,  arithmetic,  weights 
and  measures,  moneys,  geometry,  descriptive  geography;  second  di- 
vision— commercial  practice,  bookkeeping,  planning  and  handling 
of  office  work,  arithmetic,  French  and  commercial  correspondence, 
Gennan,  English,  commercial  geography,  penmanship,  typewriting, 
chemistry  and  physics,  handling  of  commercial  goods,  drawing; 
superior  division — commercial  practice  and  customs,  commercial  cor- 
respondence, German,  English,  one  other  foreign  language,  foreign 
moneys  and  measures,  foreign  bookkeeping  and  hanking,  commercial 
geography,  study  of  freight  and  transportation,  customs  duties, 
handling  of  commercial  goods,  commercial  plans,  arithmetic  with 
special  reference  to  prices,  commissions,  etc.,  commercial  legislation. 

For  the  present  the  school  will  be  open  only  to  boys,  as  a  special 
establishment  for  this  class  of  educational  work  has  already  been 
created  for  girls. 

USE  OF  EOOHNO  UATERIAIS  IN  ARGlEimNA. 

ICohhiiI  Ucnornl  W.  lli'iiry  Roliprlson,  Saeaoa  Alroa,  May  8.] 

Most  of  the  flat  roofs  in  Argentina  are  covered  with  the  ordinary 
red  tile.     The  imported  French  tile  for  roofing  purposes  has  been 
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Dsed  generally  for  sl<^iiis  roofs  on  dwellings,  and  large  qnantities  of 
galvanized  iron  aro  used  in  the  rural  disttk-ts  for  dwolling  roofs 
and  for  coverinp  sheds  and  all  sorts  of  portulile  hiiildiiig^.  Hoth 
composition  roofing  and  natural  slate  have  bt-en  introiliiced,  the 
former  material  being  used  to  an  appi-eciable  extent,  wliilc  the  hitter 
may  be  seen-  on  a  few  mansard  roofs  that  ni-e  almost  veitititl  and 
snpport  the  upper  part  of  the  roof  mnric  of  (ile,  Most  of  the  slate 
imported  has  come  fi-om  England,  but  Fnincf  is  also  an  iwporter  of 
this  material  to  Argentina.  Ono  firm  is  said  to  have  imported  30,000 
square  meters  of  slate  from  the  United  States  in  IDIT.  The  import 
statistics  show  37,078  square  meters  of  slate  were  cleared  in  1912, 
74,837  meters  in  1913,  37.321  meters  in  1914.  and  12.01.-i  meters  in 
19i'K  The  import  duty  on  slate  for  roofing  purposes  im  ftl>out  1'3 
cents.  .Vnierican  currency,  per  squai-e  meter. 
Piiees  of  DlSereiit  Oiadei  of  R»oSiii:  Material. 

Since  many  flat  roofs  are  used  as  "  patios,"  the  common  red  tile, 
size  about  7,87  inches  by  7,87  inches,  is  found  to  be  ver\*  popidar  on 
account  of  it  being  so  easy  to  keep  the  roof  clean.  Its  greatest  de- 
fect, however,  ig  its  inelasticity,  and  cracks  usually  develop.  Con- 
tractors tignre  that  25  of  these  tiles  are  needed  to  cover  a  square 
meter.  The  native  tile  now  costs  about  $40,  American  currency,  per 
thousand,  while  the  imported  tile  is  from  $45  to  $50,  for  the  same 
quantity. 

The  importe<l  Marseille  i-oofing  tile  for  sloping  roofs  at  present 
costs  about  $154.  American  cturehcy.  per  thousand,  although  prior 
to  the  war  a  thousand  of  this  tile  could  be  bought  for  $05  to  $75, 
American  currency.  It  is  calculated  that  the  cost  per  square  meter 
of  this  tile  is  about  $2,35,  American  currency,  per  square  meter.  The 
native  tile,  the  manufacture  of  which  has  largely  spnmg  up  since 
the  war,  now  sells  for  about  $120  per  thoii-sand,  and  the  contractors 
estimate  that  a  square  meter  of  this  roofing  material  costs  about  $1,80 
per  square  meter. 

Galvanized  iron  now  sells  for  three  to  four  times  its  normal  price, 
and  I  liave  been  informed  by  a  local  builder  that  it  costs  him  from  $2 
to  $3,50  per  square  meter.  The  import  duty  on  this  article  is  about 
$17,  American  currency,  per  metric  ton  (2,204  pounds).  There 
were  41,009  metric  tons  of  galvanized  iron  imported  in  1914,  and 
40,657  tons  in  1915.  Most  of  this  came  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
but  the  United  States  exported  some  10,792  tons  to  Argentina  in 
1915,  The  fact  that  tliis  material  can  be  so  ca-sily  removed  and  used 
elsewhere  is  a  great  advantage.  It  i^  said,  however,  that  about  mid- 
day in  the  comer  regions  of  Argentina  during  the  winter  season 
moisture  drips  from  this  roofing  on  houses  and  this  is  a  serious  ob- 
jection to  its  use. 

One  concern  reports  that  some  40,000  square  meters  of  ctmiposi- 
tion  roofing  material  have  been  sold  by  it  in  this  country.  Asbestos 
roofing  materials  is  not  used  to  any  great  extent. 

Tile  and  galvanized  iron  aro  almost  entirely  used  in  this  country. 
A  rooSng  material  that  is  not  affected  by  sudden  changes  in  th© 
famperatnre,  and  one  that  does  not  absorb  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and 
that  can  compete  with  the  two  materials  in  general  use  here,  should 
find  a  demand  in  this  matket,  if  properly  presented. 


.yGoot^lc 
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HTDUSTBIAI  OBOWTH  OF  CAKASIAIT  CITIES. 

[MonetiFT  TIm(!s  of  Canada,  Toronto,  Jul;  G,] 
The  civic  industrial  commissioner  of  the  city  of  Vancouver  has 
given  out   the   followinc   figures   for  the   value   of  manufactured 
products  in  various  Canadian  cities  in  1900, 1910,  and  1915 : 
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uiBiAin)  lEOH  aub  steel  teases  active. 

[CoDsul  £.  Ilaldeman  Dcnnlson,  Blrmlogbam,  Kiigliad,  June  18.] 
Engineering,  in  its  weekly  review  of  conditions  in  the  iron  and 
steel  trades  in  the  Midland  and  Staffordshire  districts,  states  that 
the  finislied  iron  and  steel  works  are  remarkably  active,  and  the  Bir- 
mingham iron  market  is  able  to  satisfy  only  a  modicum  of  consum- 
ers' requirements.  Every  week  orders  whicn  purchasers  are  willing 
to  place  for  bars,  hoops,  sheets,  strips,  etc.,  have  to  be  returned 
through  inability  of  producers  to  roll  tlie  stuff,  they  are  so  busy. 
All  the  manufactured- iron  makers  have  three  months'  work  in  hand, 
and  many  of  thera  much  more,  and  it  is  impossible  to  overtake  the 
arrears  which  are  on  the  order  books.  Tlie  energies  of  manufacturers 
continue,*  in  the  main,  to  be  devoted  to  the  pK>duction  of  material 
essential  to  war  service,  though  here  and  there  some  branches  of  civil 
trade  are  participating  a  little  more  freely.  It  is  surprising  how  the 
civil  trade  has  been  aule  to  carry  on  with  the  works  so  wholly  given 
over  to  war  material  as  has  been  the  case  now  for  a  year  or  more. 
Sheet  and  Bar  Iron  Conditions. 

The  output  of  corrugated  sheets  is  inci-easing  in  the  district.  The 
mills  are  working  up  to  the  limit  allowed  by  the  supplies  of  raw 
steel  sheet  bars  a\ai]able  and  are  booked  two  or  tliree  months  ahead. 
Galvanized  sheets  are  being  produced  in  small  lots.  Prices  of  gal- 
vanized sheets  of  24  w.  g.,  in  bundles,  continue  nominally  at  £28  10s. 
($138.G9),  while  black  doubles  are  £17  ($82.73)  to  £19  ($9^-46), 
according  to  size  of  order.  In  the  bar-iron  trade  there  seems  to  be 
no  slackening  in  the  eagerness  of  consumers  to  place  orders;  pro- 
ducers, on  the  other  hand,  can  stand  out  of  new  commitments  for 
some  time  ahead,  order  books  being  well  filled  for  deliveries  far  into 
the  next  quarter.  The  bar-iron  branch  still  constitutes  by  far  the 
largest  output  of  the  Staffordshire  rolling  mills. 
Tricea  of  Kannfaotured  Iron- 
Business  in  puddled  iron  is  done  at  £11  10s.  ($55.96),  but  pro- 
ducers are  not  overweighting  their  order  books.  Nut  and  bolt  iron 
firms  have  more  orders  than  they  can  cope  with,  and  the  quotations 
are  approximately  £14  8s.  ($70.07)  to  £14  10s.  ($70.56)  delivered  at 
the  consumers'  premises  at  Darlaston,  Wednesbury,  and  other  near-by 
towns.  Unmarked  bars  of  good  merchant  quality  are  £15  10s. 
($75.42)  to  £16  ($77.8G)  delivered,  and  Staffordshire  marked  bars  re- 
main at  £16  ($77.80)  to  £17  ($82.73)  per  ton.    It  is  characteristic  of 
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the  changes  which  Government  control  conditions  hare  bi-OHjjht  ahciut 
in  the  Staffordshire  iron  trade  that  the  Earl  of  DndUvH  L.  W.  \i.  O. 
bars,  the  price  of  which  always  liaa  a.  very  important  bearing  liiion 
fixing  values  of  Admiralty  contracts  for  anchors,  (.hiiins,  and  cables 
and  other  important  naval  work,  are  now  quoted  at  only  2s,  Gd 
($0.60)  per  ton  above  the  prices  of  the  r&st  of  tlie  marked  bar  bouses, 
as  against  12s.  Cd,  ($3.04)  per  ton,  which  was  formerly  ll'i'  iinaltor- 
aWe  difference.  Thus  to-day's  price  is  £10  is.  Cd.  (S7'8.4r.)  per  ton. 
SemftBd  for  Sorap  locreasti  Prices. 

All  scrap  coming  to  the  market  is  eagerly  bought  up  at  diile.  In 
no  other  department  is  competition  among  buyers  keener  tban  in 
this.  Values  of  scrap,  consequently,  have  an  upward  tendency. 
Best  engine  scrap  is  quoted  £Q  ir>s.  (SjiJJ^.SSt  to  £(i  Ha.  Od.  ($33.44) 
and  heavy  cast  scrap  £6  Ts.  6d.  ($31.01)  to  -;tl  10s.  ($31.r>-2)  per  ton. 
Plate  shearings  for  rerolling  continue  at  (be  controlled  price  of 
£10  7s.  6d,  ($j0,48)  per  ton.  The  ilinisti-y  .'i'  Munitions  i^outimics 
very  anxious  that  every  source  of  scrap  supply  should  be  utilized 
to  the  fullest  extent,  it  has  not  yet  been  officially  announced  what 
was  the  outcome  of  the  late  conference  between  a  representative  of 
the  Ministry  of  Munitions  and  scrap  merchantK  lo  discups  the  pos- 
sibility of  increasing  supplies  by  the  more  general  breaking  down  of 
unused  machinery  where  still  existing.  But  it  is  understood  that 
the  department  is  bringing  pressure  to  bear,  wherever  .such  unem- 
ployed plant  can  be  found,  with  a  view  to  its  being  immediately 
turned  into  scrap  for  con8unu>tion  in  the  execution  of  current  urgent 
war  work  of  various  sorts.  In  this  action  the  Ministry  of  Munitions 
hastlie  entire  support  of  contractors  anxious  to  make  deliveries, 
steel  Supplies  Contlnae  XarE^. 

The  easier  conditions  attaching  to  i-olled  steel  which  have  been 
noted  for  the  last  few  weeks  in  this  letter  remain.  That  buyers  ave 
agreeably  surprised  and  pleased  with  the  changed  state  of  things 
need  hardly  be  said.  The  inference  is  one  which  everj'one  knowing 
the  tightness  which  has  for  many  months  now  attached  to  the  Mid- 
land Seel  market  will  readily  draw  for  themselves.  Billets  are  also 
being  released  more  freely,  and  the  tension  in  that  dii'cction  has  been 
somewhat  relieved.  Of  course,  there  is  still  a  big  outlet  for  any  ma- 
terial that  is  available,  whether  finished  or  partly  manufactured,  and 
the  larger  supplies  are  not  being  distributed  indiscriminately.  The 
bulk  of  the  increase  is  even  now  probably  ministering  to  the  war  in 
some  form  or  another.  Still,  to  a  certain  extent,  private  trade  is 
also  benefiting,  and  satisfaction  is  very  general  that  this  is  so. 

Although  £10  7s.  6d,  ($50.48)  per  ton  remains  the  control  quotation 
for  steel  billets,  it  is  now  generally  understood  that  makers  arc  re- 
ceiving a  Government  subsidy  in  place  of  a  quotable  ativance. 
Finished  steel  hoops  are  quoted  at  £17  15s.  ($86.37)  to  1:18  5s. 
($88.80),  and  strip  at  £18  ($87.59)  to  £18  10s.  ($90.02).  Consumers 
of  wire  rods  express  gratification  at  tlie  new  supplies  forthcoming 
lo»"jlly.  to  take  the  ^ace  of  American  imports  which  have  been 
stopped. 

A.  ootmtrr  worth  fl«tatliis  for  is  a  country  worth  eavine  for.    Boy  Thiift 
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THBEE  UOFTHS'  EXFOBTS  FBOH  DTTTCH  EAST  tlTSlES  TO  UBITED 
STATES. 

(CoDHul  nomce  J.  Dickinson,  detailed  as  vice  coobuI,  Balada,  Java:] 
A  Bst  of  the  principal  articles,  with  their  quantities,  exported  from 
tlie  Dutch  East  Indies  to  the  United  States  during  the  first  three 
months  of  1917  and  1918  is  given  in  the  following  table : 


Ilrstlhiee 

nontlisot- 

Article!. 

191/ 

191S 

1917 

19.S 

Bullion: 

.WO 
iM^asi 

13,132 

m 

lie  1-ea.sre.l .'. .  nonnd! . 
l,ul>ricJiing"it'o    M>t- 

fl.»8l 

fossis pi'uiida.. 

111,190 

Cliinise    porcela'ln,     old 

'".■T^ 

i.03B,(eT 

I7,3«5 

ZT,2D0 

z,«§o,oso 

^^ 

Cinnamon      ttasla     v^ 

ciiv^'.".::'.:i'.'.'.:'.^".f;. 

r«iniii pounds. 

"msia 

11 

M,StO,253 

i'«l.|«r  tblack  and  wbllf ) 

4,816,189 

''Vi£iiiii)""do"' 

Pcp'per'iio'M^fW, 

47.153 

S5.7S1 

Copra pounds. 

2,8-1.1,891 
I,M«,I30 

3ie,i77 

fil,3l« 
fi.HTS 

!:5;S; 

182,667 

3':Sivffiii«i 

417 

M,447 

"  "JM;ei2 

llHKan do... 

liilT do... 

Rul)bcr do... 

i,M?;JS 

w 

_17,3O0 

'w^osi 

411 

8,90S;,'fl5 
ISl.SW 

«8.S2tl 

Ki1*r ^.ao-.. 

»,'«■,  272 
V.3« 

Kpe!l-huil(.hoie8....ao. . . 

1<5,ST9 

riimbm!oU>""'^o^' 

; pounds. 

Oum  copal do... 

nutta-p<TPha do... 

Hate  (bamboo  and  pan- 
dan) niimW. 

Hemp pounds. 

Hides  (buffalo  and  TO«) 

i.m.m 
491, Tan 

S8,3I2 

159,090 

Shcc!.'.''.'".'."','.<\n'.'.'. 
Stalionorj-      (lo    Manila) 

--..■ piCkOTCS. 

^°.'!..".'..f.'.%«fd"; 

Tffli do... 

■■66;i29 

Honis,  buffalo.... pounds. 

i,(i3n,fl?7 
a,i9S,!Oi 

IB.SS) 

Ss'SfCfcifc 

1J;S:S! 

Macs.- do... 

133,  iSO 

Totaiii3'.'.::::::::::;dS::; 

**'pjramn do,.. 

raromn    (to   M.inlla) 

s,!gS 

NufS^'('toMin'iEo!"do" 

ioa,«B 

£2,390 

2,1-5 

Wond: 

F.bony do... 

Codar      (to     Manila) 

Slt,S2S 

CitrDiwila'(i«Uamhi) 

■as 

Fu3u....".';:::':"do" 

5,8i3,2»3 

K»,7ee 

BRITISH  SEVELOFHENI  OF  ELECTSICAI.  UNSEBTAEINGS. 

(Consul  Itoss  E.  Iloladay,  Uunchester,  Enslmd.  June  21.) 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Incorporated  Miinicipnl  Electrical 
Association  held  in  Manchester  on  June  20,  1918,  the  remarkable  de- 
velopments in  electrical  iindertakinps  and  a  forecast  of  the  further 
requti-ements  of  the  nation  were  dealt  with  in  detail.    The  president 
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of  the  association  in  his  address  pointed  out  that  the  municipalities 
represented  at  the  conference  had  ft  capital  of  over  S2!)l, 990,000  and 
an  annual  income  approaching  $48,665,000.  Supply  undertakings 
had  played  no  small  part  in  tne  nation's  activities  iliiring  tlie  last 
three  years,  enabling  manufacturers  to  largely  inoix'asc  their  output 
of  essential  articles.  The  usefulness  of  a  centralized  supply  Iiad  been 
more  fully  demonstrated  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 

The  president  intimated  that  they  all  realized  that  existing  methods 
required  overhauling,  as  the  future  prosperity  of  the  nation  must 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  depend  on  the  provision  of  a  cheap  and  reli- 
able supply  of  electrical  energy.  Dealing  with  the  progi-css  of  the 
industry',  figures  were  given  mowing  that  in  the  county  of  I^an- 
(•ashiic— -probably  the  most  important  center  from  a  manufacturing 
point  of  view  inthe  country — the  national  average  of  1  horsepower 
supply  to  5  inhabitants  was  far  exceeded  and  was  as  high  as  5  horse- 
power pel'  8  inhabitants.  In  the  area  of  400  square  miles,  with  Man- 
chettor  in  the  center,  and  a  population  of  2..'i00,000,  it  was  safe  to 
take  the  power  rci^uirenients  at  1  horsepower  to  2  inhabitants.  The 
18  statutory  electricity-supply  undertakings  in  that  area  liad  in  10 
\eai-H  increased  their  capital  expenditure  from  $20,25)3,305  to  Svi2.- 
420,0-23,  the  units  sold  from  65,250,000  to  260,500,000,  and  the  income 
from  $2,530,580  to  $5,328,817.  As  to  the  future,  the  president  thought 
the  output  ultimately  required  for  industrial  purposes  would  amount 
to  2.000.000,000  units  per  annum.  A  further  field  laid  in  the  substi- 
tution of  electrical  heating  and  cooking  for  existing  domestic  fires. 
Three-quarters  of  a  ton  of  coal  per  individual  per  annum,  or  nearly 
2.000.000  tou«.  were  burned  in  inefficient  open  grates.  After  making 
some  provision  for  railway  electrification,  the  establishment  of  new 
industries,  and  domestic  de\clopinents,  it  was  not  at  all  improbable 
that  the  total  electrical  requirements  would  amount  to  5,000,000,000 
units  per  annum, 

ECONOKIC  QBOWTH  OF  HOKKAIDO. 

IlVcckly  Bullflln.  Canadian  Department  ol  Trade  anil  Commercp.  Ottawa,  July  ].] 
Fifty  years  ago  steps  were  tflken  by  the  Japanese  Government  to 
colonize  Hokkaido,  or  Ezo,  the  area  of  which,  with  13  outlying 
islands,  is  5,084  square  ri  (854  square  miles).  At  that  time  there 
were  only  12,000  houses,  with  58,400  inhabitants,  on  the  island,  but 
in  1916  the  population  had  increased  to  nearly  2,000,000  persons. 
Since  the  outoreak  of  the  war  in  1914,  the  demand  for  agricultural 
products  has  resiJted  in  great  agricultural  and  industrial  develop- 
ment. About  37,000  settlers  went  to  the  island  last  year,  and  during 
the  last  three  months  about  the  same  number  have  mim-ated  there. 
To  commemorate  the  semicentenar^  of  the  opening  of  Hokkaido  it 
is  planned  to  hold  an  industrial  exhibition  at  Sapporo  and  Otaru  for 
50  days  beginning  August  1,  and  preparations  are  now  being  made 
by  the  Ho&aido  Government  to  make  this  exhibition  a  success. 

[Annauucemeot  of  ihU  exhibition  was  made  Id  Couuebce  Bepobtb  for  N'oy. 
2C  1W7.1 
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TOKEIQN  TBASE  0PF0BTUII1T1£S. 

ItPSorTcd  ndilrpiiBCB  may  be  obtained  from  tl 

live  oUlFPH.     Beqoesl  (or  ench  opporluj . 

apportnnllr  nnmtier.  The  Barenn  doea  not  turuiBu 
rpKpoDBlbllily  HB  to  the  Htandint:  ot  toTtlgo  loqulrers;  the  u( 
takpn  Id  all  nmPB.  Symbols:  •Reported  by  American  conau 
commercial  atlacb^  and  commercial  agcDta;  t  Direct  laqulrli 


irllh   Ik. 

Acrlcultural  imptemcDts — — ST1R6 

Aniline  dyoB 271  R!» 

Boots  and  sboca ,_.  27100 


(ioncral  agi>nelon 27l''6 

(JlnHBandBlasawore 2T1S8,  27100 

IronmonKcry i;TIM 

Lantprna 271SS 

Unoleum 27190 

27184.* — A  dniry  company  In  New  Zealnnil  desires  to  purchase  a  vacuum  milk 
dryer  and  contingent  machinery.  Ouotattons  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  Ameri- 
can port.  Payment  will  be  mndc  by  ca^ih  agaiuiit  documents  at  port 
Correspond euce  may  be  In  English.    References, 

27185.'— A  firm  In  Irelond  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure  an  nfrency  'or  the 
sale  of  marine  motors,  outboard  and  Inboard,  of  a  lisht  ty[>e,  about  jl 
hDrsei>owcr;  al.io  automobiles  and  arceHRories.  Quotations  should  be  made 
t.  o.  b.  New  York.    Cash  will  be  paid.    Kefereuces. 

27186.t— A  man  in  France  with  extensive  business  relations  In  hia  country 
desires  to  secure  general  aseiicies  for  the  sale  of  American  pi-oducts. 
especially  afiriculturul  implements  and  machinery  and  nilscelliiucous  suiail 
tools.    These  agencies  are  desired  for  after-the-war  trade. 

27187.* — A  man  In  New  Zealand  desires  to  buy  picture-frnniinR  machinery  la 
general,  oval  frames  In  particular.  Ciitnlojnips  and  price  lists  siiould  be 
submitted.  Quotntions  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  American  port  Paymeut  will 
be  made  against  documents.    References. 

27188.'— A  manufacturers'  agent  in  South  Africa  desires  to  he  placed  In  com- 
munication with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  brushes,  cal- 
cium carbide,  caustic  soda,  window  and  plate  glass,  lanterns,  painis, 
turpentine,  pianos  and  organs,  rope,  canned  salmon,  and  wood  screws. 
Catalogues  and. price  lists  should  he  submitted.  Correspondence  may  be 
In  English.    Reference. 

27189.* — A  business  man  In  France  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  representa- 
tions for  the  sale  of  auiUue  dyes,  such  as  marine  blue  and  other  solid 
colors  of  very  gcKMl  quality  for  use  in  the  French  textile  business.  Cntn- 
logues  and  price  lists,  as  well  ns  samples,  if  possible,  should  be  submitted. 
Cash  will  be  deposited  in  American  bank  lu  France  for  payment  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  French.    Kefei'euce. 

27190.* — A  company  In  New  Zealand  wishes  to  secure  an  exclusive  agency  tor 
the  sale  of  cotton  waste;  enamel  and  aluminum  ware  of  all  kiuds,  in* 
eluding  those  for  surgical  and  medicinal  uses ;  metal.  Iron,  steel,  pipes, 
galvanlzcil  iron,  wire  ropes,  etc. ;  tools ;  cutlery,  ironmongery ;  paper,  straw- 
board,  and  cardboards  of  all  kinds;  window  and  plate  glass;  glassware  ot 
all  kinds,  including  beer  and  cheiuical  bottles,  preserving  Jars,  etc :  ca^' 
bide;  chemicals;  cheap  motor  cars;  rubber  goods  for  all  purposes,  '"£'''7' 
ing  tires;  3-ply  wootl  and  veneer;  boots  and  shoes;  dried  fruits;  carpets 
and  rugs;  fence  wire  and  wire  netting;  linoleum,  etc.  Quotations  should 
be  made  f.  o,  b.  United  States  port.  Payment  will  be  made  by  60  or  8U 
days'  draft  against  acceptance,  but  other  terms  will  be  considered.  Refer- 
ences 
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Washington,  D.  C,  Tuesday,  July  16 


CONTESTS. 


Braiil'B  rnal 


rnort  roDnerTalloD  IEBt._ 
iiDportB  during  Aptll... 
Dim  companr 

New    England   potli 


risli    laoded 
In   Way  — 
Colton  coDmiued  and  BDppll«B 

Gruiltnic  ~o 


lot      Kaly  r^KulBt 


ir  German  « 


1  In   Swlt- 

(OT    ^tp- 


U  trade  of  Morocco 

an  corporal  ii>De  In  Japan 

1  mal-war  plnns  for  setllng  n 


CommprcUl    aod    iDduiitrlal   «duca(l 

In    Brazil 

Uarkpl  tar  fumllure  la  Paritrua)'-. 


>d  by  monopo 
anal  banli  re 
ba'  receipts 


t  Lloyd"  BrlT 


CHAITGES  IK  EXPOBI  CONSERVATION  LIST. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
167),  the  addition  of  the  following  commodities  to  the  Export  Con- 
servation List,  effective  July  16,  1!)18 : 

Beverage's,  Donalcoliollc,  containing  sugnr. 

Uovliie-ploture  and  oltier  pliotocrnpliic  films,  anexposo^,  exposed  but  unde- 
veloped, and  espo^^d  and  developed.  (Iiidlvldunl  licenses  iiot  required  to 
Canada  and  NcwfoundlaDd  for  exposed  aud  developed  films.) 

Pbosphorons  liCEqul sulphide,  X-2. 

PhotoRTaplilc  plates,  unexposed,  exposed  but  node  vol  oped,  and  exposed  nnd 
developed.  {Individual  licenses  not  required  to  Canada  and  Newfoundlaud 
for  eipmied  and  developed  plates.) 

Steariiie,  X-1. 

The  modifications  to  the  Export  Conservation  List,  as  shown  below, 
have  been  adopted,  also  effective  July  10,  1918.  Items  listed  in 
column  1  include  the  new  modificntions  and  should  be  substituted 
for  the  corresponding  items  in  column  2: 


Effcclive  July  16,  1918. 

Medicines,  patent  or  othewlse,  If  con- 
tainlng  any  Ingredient  on  Export 
Con«er\atlon    List    other    than    al- 

Patent  medicines.  If  containing  any  In- 
jured lent  on  Export  Conservation 
List  other  than  alcohol. 

Proprietary  coniiiounds.  If  eontalntnf; 

any  ingrcdtent  on  Export  (>: 

Uoa  List  ottter  than  alcohol. 


Column  2. 
Export    Conger  vation    Ll»t    Uay    IT, 

1918. 
Medicines,  patent. 


Patent  medicines. 


Proprietary  cumponnds. 


A  tin-smclting  plant  has  lately  been  erected  at  Loeuwpoort  (Trans- 
Taal),  and  it  is  understood  that  operations  will  begin  shortly. 
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Brazil's  Coal  Imports  Dorinf  April- 
Coal  arrivals  at  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  during  April 
of  this  year  amounted,  according  to  figures  sui)i)lied  by  Vice  Consul 
Bichard  P.  Momsen,  to  43,868  metric  tons,  as  contrasted  with  56,761 
tons  in  April,  1917,  and  85,457  tons  in  the  corresponding  month  of 
1916.  The  United  States  supplied  only  12,042  tons,  against  56,761 
tons  (the  total  receipts)  in  April  last  year  and  64,554  tons  in  April, 
191C.     The  balance  of  the  imports  consisted  of  British  fuel. 


HEW  DANISH  FILU  COHf  AITT. 

Under  the  name  "  A/S  Continental  Film  Agency  "  a  new  stock 
company  has  been  started  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  with  a  minimum 
capital  of  250,000  crowns  ($67,000  at  normal  exchange) .  According 
to  the  Danish  pi-ess,  the  company  has  contracts  as  general  agents  in 
Scandinavia  for  five  large  American  film  corpoi'ations, 


TRADE  OF  TOHOAN  ISUUTDS. 

[Consul  Ci^aera]  Alfred  A.  WlDslan',  Aucklaad,  Mew  Zcalaad,  Jun?  R.I 
The  foreign  trade  of  the  Tongan  Islands  for  the  year  1917  sliowed 
quit©  an  increase  over  that  for  1916.  The  total  imports  were  valued 
at  $556,192,  practically  all  of  which  were  supplied  by  New  2jealand 
and  Australian  firms.  The  exports  amounted  to  $595,333,  being 
principally  copra,  of  which  there  were  0,250  tons. 

The  outlook  for  the  increase  of  this  trade  is  promising,  and  Auck- 
land is  planning  on  securing  a  greater  proportion  of  it.  During  1917 
Kew  Zealand  firms,  principally  located  in  Auckland,  supplied  articles 
valued  at  $289,703,  as  compared  with  $122,144  for  1910,  and  $240,006 
for  1915;  and  Australia,  principallv  from  Sydney,  supplied  articles 
valued  at  $211,036  in  1917,  as  compared  with  $91,154  in  191G  and 
$200,183  in  1915. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  the  figures  for  the  trade  with  the  United 
States,  as  American  goods  passing  through  New  Zealand  and  Aus- 
tralian firms  are  not  credited  to  countries  of  origin. 


nSH  LANDED  AT  NEW  ENGLAND  POETS  IN  MAT. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  issued  a  statistical  bulletin,  No.  414, 
giving  the  quantity  and  value  of  finery  products  landed  at  Boston 
and  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  by  American  and  Canadian 
fishing  vessels  in  May,  1918. 

The  fishing  fleet  landing  fisliery  products  at  these  ports  during  the 
montli  included  259  steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessels  landed  at 
Boston  265  trips,  aggregating  9,487,194  pounds,  valued  at  $421,359; 
at  Gloucester,  441  trips,  aggregating  10,242,929  pounds,  valued  at 
$313,452 ;  and  at  Portland  346  trips,  aggregating  4,499,315  pounds, 
valued  at  $112,567;  a  total  of  1,052  trips  and  of  24,229,4;i8  pounds  of 
fresh  and  salted  fish,  having  a  value  to  the  fishermen  of  $847,378. 
These  receipts  included  four  trips  landed  by  Canadian  fi.shii^  vessels, 
one  at  Boston  and  throe  at  Portland,  the  quantity  of  fish  landed 
amounting  to  833,054  pounds,  valued  at  $28,104, 
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COTTON  CONSnHEI)  AUS  supplies  on  hand  in  JUNE. 

Preliminary  statistics  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  De- 
paitment  of  Commerce,  give  the  quantity  of  cotton  consumed  in  the 
United  States  in  June,  1»18,  as  527,464  bales,  against  574,110  bales  in 
June,  1917,  These  st&tistics  are  given  in  running  bales,  counting 
round  as  half  bales,  except  foreign  cotton,  wliich  is  in  equivalent  500- 
pouod  bales.  The  cotton  on  hand  in  consuming  estabhshments  on 
June  30  amounted  to  1,661,99:^  bales,  compared  with  l,743,r>-27  bales  a 
year  ago,  and  in  public  storages  and  at  compresses  to  2,117,300  bales, 
compared  with  1,402,403  bales.  The  figures  include  11,401  bales  of 
foreign  and  5,422  bales  of  sea-island  cotton  consumed,  57,616  bales 
of  foreign  and  22,584  bales  of  sea  island  held  in  consuming  establish- 
ments, and  52,094  bales  of  foreign  and  35,381  bales  of  sea  island  held 
in  public  storage. 

Linters  not  included  above  were  102,3.54  bales  consumed  during 
June  in  1918  and  80,388  bales  in  1917;  154,015  bales  on  hand  in  con- 
suming establislunents  on  June,  1918,  and  129,385  bales  in  1917; 
and  284,162  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  on  June  30, 
1918,  and  232,805  bales  in  1917. 
Imports  and  Exports  of  CottoD  and  Linters. 

Imports  of  foreign  cotton  during  June.  1918,  amounted  to  30,194 
bales,  against  26,181  bales  in  1917;  exports  of  domestic  cotton  and 
linters  for  the  month  were  273,302  bales,  against  245,709  bales  in 
3917.  The  figures  include  9,101  bales  of  linters  exported  during 
June  in  1918  and  20,077  bales  in  1917. 

The  world's  production  of  commercial  cotton,  exclusi^'e  of  linters, 
grown  in  1917,  as  compiled  from  published  reports,  dociunents,  and 
corresiK)ndence,  was  approsimati'ly  17,410,000  bales  of  500  pounds 
net,  while  the  consumption  of  cotton,  exclusive  of  linters  in  the  ITnited 
Slates,  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1017,  was  ai>proximately  20,- 
180,000  bales  of  500  pounds  net. 


NEW  PRICES  FOB  OEBMAN  COAL  IN  SWITZEBLAND. 

[ConsDl  Wllllnm  P.  KedI.  BefDC,  STfUierland,  June  13.) 

The  new  economic  agreement  between  Switzerland  and  Germany 
of  May  15, 1918,  was  signed  and  ratified  June  3,  and  became  effective 
from  the  latter  date.  Under  it  Germany  allows  the  exportation  of 
200,000  tons  of  coal  monthly  to  Switzerland.  The  price  of  the  coal 
will  averge  $33.38  per  metric  ton  at  the  mine.  For  60,000  tons  (the 
quantity  approximately  used  for  household  purposes),  Germany 
grants  a  rebate  of  $7.72  per  ton. 

The  nse  of  the  German  coal  in  Switzerland  was  almost  without 
restriction  of  use  up  to  the  time  of  the  new  agreement,  whereas  now 
Germany  has  made  a  list  of  goods  which  can  not  be  exported  from 
the  Kepublic  after  June  15, 1918,  if  German  coal  has  been  employed 
for  their  manufacture.  The  Swiss  machine  industiy  will  especially 
feel  this  restriction,  also  certain  chemical  works;  but  it  has  been  cal- 
culated that  such  goods  manufactured  in  Switzerland  for  export  need 
4,000  to  5,000  tons  of  coal  monthly,  whereas  the  country  receives 
about  8,000  tons  of  coal  monthly  from  the  allies. 
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The  Swiss  Economic  Department  published  the  rules  regarding  the 
inaxmiuni  prices  of  Gcimati  coal.  The  prices  are  per  10  tons  and  in 
entire  cailoads  from  the  pit.  The  qualities  of  the  coal  are  divided 
into  eight  groups,  which  ^^ary  in  price  from  $160.19  to  $401.44  per  10 
metric  tons  (iJ2,040  pound.s). 
Delivered  Price 3 — 13 ew  Schedule  Showi  Bharp  Increaie. 

For  deliveries;  in  entire  cavloatls  from  inland  stocks  the  prices  in- 
ei-ensc  by  tjilft.SO  for  each  10  tons.  For  deliveries  to  the  house  of  the 
buyer  the  usual  transport  fee  will  be  charged.  For  Mtail,  i.  e.,  for 
deliverie,s  imder  10  tons,  the  selling  prices  nave  to  be  fixed  through 
an  agi-eenient  between  the  cantonal  and  local  authorities  and  dealers, 
taking  in  considei-ation  the  location  of  the  place.  Price  disputes 
between  buyer  and  seller,  cantonal  and  local  authorities,  will  be 
settled  by  the  coal  central  office. 

The  prices  of  German  coal  in  Switzerland  have  increased  consider- 
ably on  account  of  the  new  agreement.  The  old  agreement  had  fixed 
the  price  of  coal  per  metric  ton  (^2,204  pounds)  at  $17,37.  This  figure 
served  as  basis,  but  was  the  price  for  coal  at  the  Saar  pit.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  deliveries  of  coal  from  other  and  nearer  Ger- 
man mines,  the  price  in  general  amounted  to  $16.00.  The  new  agree- 
ment prescribes  a  price  $17.37  higher,  or  just  double  that  previously 
charged,  i.  e.,  $34.74  per  ton.  Bearing  in  mind  the  various  German 
coal  mines,  it  has  therefore  been  calculated  that  the  average  price 
will  be,  as  already  stated,  $33,38  per  short  ton  under  the  new  agree- 
ment. It  is  understood  that  low-grade  coal  can  be  bought  under 
$34.74,  whereas  good-quality  German  coa!  is  sold  at  $40  per  ton  and 
more.  The  increase  will  therefore  in  some  cases  amount  to  $27 
per  ton, 

GRAITTIHO  OF  EXFOfiT  U0ENSE8  FOR  SHIPHEin'S  TO  MEXICO. 

Ill  giving  concrete  expression  to  the  friendly  sentiments  expressed 
in  belialf  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  ]?resident  Wil- 
son in  his  address  to  the  Mexican  journalists  at  the  ^V'hite  House  on 
June  7  last  the  Department  of  State  has  ari-anged  that  export,  licenses 
will  he  freely  granted  for  shipments  to  Mexico  of  the  commodities 
enumerated  below,  subject  only  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
laws  and  regidations  of  the  United  States  respecting  trading  with  the 
enemy : 

1.  Corn.  1,500,000  biisliels,  npiiroxtmatel;  .30,000  loue,  U'tweeji  iiow  aud  No- 
veuilwr.  If  piivch;i!ies  are  in  consiUcrable  quaiitilios,  tliey  shoiili]  be  made 
through  United  States  Food  Admlnlstmtion. 

2.  Coke  will  be  licenscil  If  drawn  from  certnli)  Ei>e<.iflod  diRlrlctf!. 

3.  Ammonln  will  be  Riipiillcd  to  Mexico  for  ice  moktng,  refri^ratlag,  and 
foodstuffs,  but  not  for  bcci-  making.  In  other  words,  Mexico  will  be  treated 
in  exnctly  the  same  way  us  nil  otlier  South  and  Central  Amei'lean  countries. 

4.  Agrlculturnl  mncblncry  licenses  will  be  Brnutixl  liberally.  Mining  ma- 
chinery licenses,  wbere  i-cqnired  for  prodactiou  of  inetnis,  will  be  granted 
liberally. 

5.  Articles  of  Iron  nn<l  steel  inanufactui'e.  Generally  speahius,  this  country 
will  license  freely  all  nrtii-lcs  o£  sleel  and  iron  ninntifactuie  wblcb  are  to  be 
used  for  the  pnnx'w  of  [jroduclng  war  material  for  this  country.  In  otlier  eases 
this  country,  on  neconnt  of  the  necessity  for  conservation,  i-estricts  tlie  ^xxMrta- 
tloo  of  iron  and  sloe!  to  nil  countries. 

0.  Articles  f<ir  Ibe  expioitatlou  of  uiines,  cspeclnlly  oynnide.  dynamite  caps, 
and  fuKps.  .Mexiiii  is  no(v  seltlng  cynnid*  for  their  st'ltl  iirodncts.  All  coun- 
Irles  have  Ixien  raitnneii  wllli  resiKi't  to  cyiinide,  si:iw  there  is  not  enough  tp  go 
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around.    Export  licenses  are  granted  for  dj*naralte  to  Aleslco  as  required  for 
mining  purposes.    The  same  applies  to  caps  and  fuses. 

7.  Couiiuon  Soap.     License  will  be  granted  for  2,000  tons. 

H.  I.teenses  will  be  grnnted  for  copper  In  mnnufactured  form  to  ns  great  nn 
extent  as  the  conservntton  measures  of  the  United  States  will  permit.  The 
same  applies  to  zluc.  The  United  States  is  short  of  ferromanganese  and,  ac- 
cordlogly,  will  Dot  be  able  to  grant  export  licenses  for  tids  commodity  to  any 
great  extent 

9.  Licenses  will  freely  he  Brnoled  for  the  following  foodstuffs  to  Mexico: 
Canned  herring,  canned  sardines,  butter,  cocoa,  condensed  mlllt,  corn,  corn 
meal,  com  flour,  confectionery  (Including  chocolate  candy),  barreled  beef, 
dried  fruit,  lard,  mutton  oil,  onts,  pork,  pork  products,  oleo  oil,  peas  (not  seed), 
tea.  Purcliases  In  considerable  quantities  to  be  made  through  Food  Adnilnis- 
tntlioi).    The    United  States  will  freely  license  all  pork  products  to  Mexico. 

The  United  States  is  also  prepared  to  license  for  export  to  Mexico 
a  considerable  amount  of  railwRy  equipment,  the  character  of  which ; 
lias  been  communicated  to  the  Mexican  Government. 
List  Hot  ExolnsiTC. 

The  above  list  of  articles  is  not  meant  to  be  exclusive.  The  Gov- ! 
ernment  of  the  United  States  will  be  glad  to  consider  carefully  and  ■ 
in  the  most  friendly  spirit  any  requests  which  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment may  make  for  the  inclusion  of  other  articles  in  this  list.  The  i 
United  States  has  been  compelled  to  conserve  certain  commodities 
indispensably  required  for  its  own  use  and  for  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ments associated  with  it  in  the  war,  which  in  normal  times  would  be 
permitted  to  be  freely  e.xported  from  the  United  States  to  Mexico ;  ' 
but  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  United  States  Government  to ' 
stimulate  production,  the  list  of  such  conserved  articles  will  gradu- ' 
ally  contract  and  conditions  of  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
two  countries  will,  it  is  hoped,  soon  become  normalized.  In  taking 
this  friendly  position  toward  Mexico,  the  United  States  Government 
has  no  doubt  that  the  Mexican  Government  will  continue  to  allow' 
commodities  not  imperatively  needed  in  Mexico  to  be  exported  to 
the  United  States  and  will  not  permit  the  commodities  and  food  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States  nor  similar  commodities  and  food  to  i 
be  exported  to  other  countries.  ' 


COKMEBCIAL  AND  UTOtTSTEIAI  EDTTCATION  IH  BBAZII. 

The  government  of  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  recently 
Strang^  through  the  Brazilian  ambassador  to  the  United  States 
for  the  preparation  of  a  plan  for  a  school  of  trades  to  be  established 
in  that  city.  The  plan  has  just  been  completed  by  Prof.  Clmrles  A. 
Bennett,  of  the  Bradley  Polytechnic  Institute,  editor  of  the  Manual 
Training  Magazine  (Peoria,  111.),  who  secured  data  for  his  report 
from  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  from  the  heads  of  various 
technical  schools  in  this  country.  Prof.  Bennett's  report  covers  the 
industries  of  Brazil  which  call  for  careful  consideration  in  connec- 
tion with  the  purpose  of  opening  trade  schools.  It  includes  types 
of  curricula  to  be  offered,  with  blue-print  plans  for  the  scheme  of 
bnildings,  and  general  organization.  In  submitting  his  plans  Prof. 
Bennett  emphasized  the  necessity  of  building  the  schools  in  such  a 
place  and  manner  as  would  permit  the  expansion  that  must  inevitably 
come  with  the  developing  industrial  needs  of  the  Brazilian  capital. 
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HABXXT  rOB  FTTANrniBE  IN  FABAOITAT. 

{Consul  Bcnrj  n,  Balch,  Asuncion,  Mny  18. 1 

The  bulk  of  the  furniture  used  in  Paraguay  is  of  local  manufac- 
ture from  the  native  hardwoods  which  serve  well  for  such  purposes. 
Most  of  the  designs  arc  very  simple  and  consist  of  beds,  wardrobesj 
washstands,  tables,  dining-room  sets,  chairs,  benches,  bookcases,  etc., 
which  are  not  only  made  from  the  hardwoods  of  tlie  country  but  are 
made  as  well  from  the  bamboo  and  rattan  which  is  found  in  the 
country.  The  factories  that  turn  out  the  furniture  are  all  small 
concerns,  and  most  of  the  work  is  done  by  hand. 

There  is  very  little  retail  trade  in  imported  furniture.  Probably 
lialf  of  such  furniture  found  in  the  country  is  brought  in  by  indi- 
vidual families  who  are  not  satisfied  with  the  less  expensive  native 
furniture.  Owing  to  high  freight  costs  from  the  United  States  or 
Europe  on  fumitm-e,  all  of  which  must  be  transshipped  at  Buenos 
Aires  or  Montevideo  to  river  steamers,  and  the  high  duty,  which,  in 
most  cases,  is  C2  per  cent  on  fixed  valuations  that  were  assessed  in 
1909,  imported  furniture  sells  at  practically  double  the  prices  at 
wliich  it  sells  in  the  United  States.  The  native-made  lurnitute 
retails  at  somewhat  smaller  prices  than  imported  furniture  of  like 
class,  but  it  is  also  much  dearer  than  the  corresponding  classes  would 
be  in  the  United  States. 
Countries  Sapplyingr  Imported  FnTnitnre. 

The  following  figures,  furnished  by  the  statistical  office  of  the 
Paraguayan  Government,  show  the  values  of  the  furniture  imported 
in  1917,  expressed  in  Argentine  gold  pesos  (1  pcso=$0,965)  and 
the  countries  of  origin:  Argentina,  3,356  pesos;  Frnnce,  818  pesos; 
Great  Britain,  50  pesos;  United  States,  2,016  pesos;  and  all  other 
countries,  822  pesos. 

As  the  tariff  valuations  are  fully  50  per  cent  under  the  present 
actual  costs  the  above  totals  show  the  trade  to  be  less  than  what  it 
actually  is. 

There  is  no  present  prospects  of  developing  a  demand  for  im- 
ported household  furniture  among  the  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  who  in  most  cases  arc  poor  and  have  no  desiro  for  more 
than  a  few  pieces  of  very  simple  homemade  furniture,  unless  it 
may  be  sold  cheaper  than  the  native-made  articles.  The  better  class 
of  people,  found  in  Asuncion  and  other  of  the  more  important  towns 
throughout  the  Republic,  like  imported  furniture,  and  those  who 
can  afford  it  go  to  Buenos  Aires,  or  else  order  from  abroad,  for  the 
furniture  to  equip  their  homes.  It  is  among  this  class  of  people 
that  the  market  for  foreign  furniture  may  be  developed. 

There  is  but  one  furniture  imixirting  establishment  of  any  impor- 
tance found  in  the  country  (the  name  of  which  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or 
cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  103594), 


The  value  of  the  imports  into  the  State  of  Victoria,  Australia,  in- 
creased from  $;J4,131,899  for  the  fiist  four  months  ojf  1917  to  $41,- 
181,676  for  the  same  period  in  1918.  The  principal  increases  were 
in  apparel  and  soft  goods,  jute,  oils,  rubber  goods,  timber,  and  vehi- 
cles. 
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ATTSTRALIA'S  FBOZEK-HEAT  EXFOBTS. 

tHoward  A.  Trett,  awreUry  to  commercial  attacbf  Melbourne,  Moy  H,] 
Exports  of  beef,  mutton,  and  lamb  from  Australia  during  past 
yeaj  are  stated  in  "  Weddell's  Review  of  the  Frozen  Meat  Trade  "  at 
118^  tons,  of  which  108,740  tons  were  beef  and  only  0,800  tons 
mutton  and  lamb.  This  meat,  it  is  asserted,  was  all  shipped  for  the 
United  Kingdom  except  5,530  tons.  In  1916  the  total  export  was 
104.000  tons,  in  1915  132,000  tons,  and  in  1914  171,200  tons. 

Referring  to  experiments  in  the  cutting  of  frozen  carcasses  with  a 
Tiew  to  economical  stowage  on  board  ship,  the  Review  declares  tliat 
in  the  case  of  mutton  and  lamb  these  proved  successful  to  the  extent 
of  saving  15  to  30  per  cent  of  space.  It  is  contended  that  "  although 
such  methods  may  pass  muster  under  war  conditions,  tliere  is  no 
assurance  that  buyers  would  be  satisfied  to  accept  them  in  normal 
times." 

IHCBEASES  CEREAL  CROP  OF  TUNISIA. 

ICoDBul  Edwin  C.  Kemp,  Tunis,  June  12,1 

The  Tunisian  Government  has  furnished  the  following  figures  for 
the  Tunisian  cereal  crop  of  1918.  These  figures  are  provisional  and 
will  be  revised  when  the  grain  is  harvested.  Similar  figures  for  the 
previous  year  are  given  to  show  the  considerable  increase  in  the 
present  crop : 


Cereals. 

.917 

1919 

Quinl4d!. 

*u. 

QuinUh. 

Bushoti. 

1,««,C00 
1,650.000 
'49t;«» 

7, 100,300 

7,r,jn.4(» 

3,103,400 

'SS 

Note.— Metric  quintal  eqnab  230.W  pounds  : 
bosbel  tar  wheal,  M  pounds  lor  barley,  and  31  po 

Under  date  of  May  29,  1918,  the  Tunisian  Government  placed  tho 
1918  cereal  crop  under  a  general  requisition  similar  to  that  of  1917, 
The  prices  fixed  by  the .  Government  are  43  francs  per  quintal  of 
wheat,  30  francs  per  quintal  of  barley,  and  29.50  francs  per  quintal 
of  oats. 

NOVEL  HETHOS  OF  BAILBOAD  INSPECTION. 

(Consnl  E.  Verne  Blcbnrijson,  Uoncton.  New  Brunsivick,  Cnnndo,  June  23,1 

In  a  motor  car  of  American  design  fitted  with  flanged  wheels  to 
conform  to  railroad  requirements,  the  general  manager  of  the  Cana- 
dian Government  Railways,  accompanied  by  other  officials  of  the 
^stem,  has  just  made  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  recently  acquired 
Elgin  and  Haveiock  line.  The  trip  was  made  from  Moncton  to 
Petitcodiac  on  the  Moncton-St.  Joim  line,  and  from  there  the  entire 
Tonte  of  the  Elgin  and  Haveiock  was  covered. 


■o  troii1>Ie  t»  bwy,  cheap,  convenieftt,  a  real  Investinent — War  Saving  Stamps, 
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SESTEICnOK  OF  JAPABESE  SBTSNIEQ  OHXATIONS. 

(Consul  General  Georgo  B.  Scldmorc,  Xakoluma.] 

Tho  Japanese  spinning  companies  arc  bound  by  an  agreement  to 
restrict  operations  at  the  mills  by  10  per  cent  from  the  beginning  of 
the  year  to  Juno,  and,  according  to  the  Japan  Chronicle,  a  proposal 
has  recently  been  made  to  continue  tho  agreement  to  tho  end  of  tiie 
year,  the  avowed  i-eason  being  the  necessity  of  conserving  the  stocks 
of  raw  cotton  in  view  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  imports.  Spinning 
companies  turning  out  yarn  of  under  21  counts,  or  those  which  are 
chiefly  consuming  Indian  cotton,  have  agreed  to  the  proposaJ,  but 
those  which  nre  uie  consumers  of  American  cotton  have  objected  on 
the  ground  that  there  is  no  need  to  restrict  the  consumption  of  cot- 
ton. To  reach  a  final  decision  on  the  matter  the  Japan  Spinning 
Association  held  a  meeting  at  the  Osaka  Hotel  on  May  27,  when  it 
was  decided  to  carry  out  the  proposal,  excluding  those  companies 
that  are  producing  yarn  of  over  21  counts.  At  present  the  total 
number  of  spindles  in  this  country  is  about  3,000,000,  of  which 
1,200,000  belong  to  the  companies  to  be  excluded  from  the  agreement 
for  the  restriction  of  opei'ations. 

ITALY  HEGULATES  TEAFFIC  IN  GOLD. 

[Consul  General  David  F.  Wlllwr,  Genoa,  June  10.] 

For  the  duration  of  the  war  and  for  six  months  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  peace  all  persons  in  Italy  who  carry  on  the  exchange  of  mon- 
eys or  deal  in  articles  made  of  gold  must  keep  a  special  register  for 
transactions  of  this  kind.  In  this  register  must  be  entered  all  opera- 
tions, whether  of  purchase  or  of  sale,  in  gold  coin,  giving  the  name, 
the  nationality,  and  domicile  of  the  seller  or  purchaser,  and  specify- 
ing the  kind  of  money  and  the  reasons  for  the  operation.  The  regis- 
ter must  also  show  what  gold  coins  have  been  received  or  disbursed 
as  payment  or  exchange  or  for  any  other  reason,  in  addition  to  those 
just  indicated.  Goldsmiths  are  included  among  those  who  must  keep 
a  register  of  their  transactions. 

The  three  banks  of  issue  in  Italy  are  authorized  to  receive,  on  spe- 
cial interest-bearing  deposit,  gold  coins  in  legal  circulation  in  the 
Kingdom  as  weli  as  pounds  sterling  and  dollars,  and  eventually 
other  gold  coins.  These  deposits  may  bo  withdrawn  in  the  identical 
coin  SIX  months  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  fi-om  whidi 
date  the  deposits  will  cease  to  bear  interest. 

AHEBICAN  GIASSWABE  ON  MEXICAN  MABKET. 

[Consul  Koclon  F,  Brnnd,  Sullna  Ctui,  June  18.) 

All  the  drinking  glasses  used  in  the  Salina  Cruz  district  at  the 
present  time  are  of  American  manufacture.  Prior  to  the  European 
war  glassware  was  largely  imported  from  Spain  and  Germany.  The 
water  glai«  used  was  double  or  treble  the  size  of  the  ordinary  Ameri- 
can drinking  glass  and  of  much  heavier  make,  but  all  have  disap- 
peared, as  tho  life  of  a  glass  is  very  short. 

The  American  gla^s  is  not  suited  to  the  Mexican  market.  In  the 
Tropics  people  drink  deep;  the  American  goblet  or  tumbler  must  be 
constantly  replenished;  and  if  a  larger  article  "is  not  placed  on  the 
market  American  gliisswaro  will  be  driven  from  the  field  when 
Europe:in  supplies  iire  ag^tin  available. 
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THE  TEA  TRADE  OF  MOROCCO. 

[CODEDl  General  Maxwell  Blake,  TaogEer,  June  12.] 

In  tHo  import  returns  of  the  Sliereefian  customhouse  tea  occupies 
the  third  place  of  importance.  It  is  the  favorite  beverage  among  the 
natives  of  the  country,  green  tea  forming  an  essential  article  of  diet 
for  all  Moors  of  whatever  degree  or  occupation.  Blade  tea  is  con- 
sumed in  relatively  Tinimportant  amounts  by  the  limited  European 
population.  The  following  table  indicates  the  quantities  and  values 
of  tea  imported  into  Morocco  during  tho  years  1913^1i)16 : 
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llie  types  __       „ , 

Young-Hyson,  Foong  Mee,  Chum-Mee,  and  Gunpowder,    All  these 
types  are  consumed  throughout  the  country,  but  various  towns  or 
districts  show  marked  preference  for  one  variety  over  another. 
Termi  of  Sale — PaokiBg. 

Piices  for  green  tea  are  almost  invariably  quoted  c.  i,  f .  Moroccan 
ports,  insurance  covering  marine  risks.  War-risk  insurance  consti- 
tutes an  additional  charge  on  the  invoice. 

Payment  in  Morocco  for  shipments  of  tea  has  always  been  effected 
by  biJls  of  exchange  of  varying  periods.  The  usual  term  of  credit 
is  four  months  from  date  of  invoice.  Before  the  war  these  terras 
were  frequently  subject  to  extension,  and  in  some  cities,  as  Larache, 
Fez,  and  Marrakesh,  the  original  credit  demanded  was  six  to  nine 
months. 

Most  tea  shippers  have  continued  to  sell  in  Morocco,  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  against  bills  of  exchange  at  four  months'  date,  but  consid- 
erable business  is  now  transacted  on  tlie  basis  of  cash  against  delivery 
of  shipping  documents.  A  discount  of  2^  per  cent  minimum  is  always 
allowed  for  cash  payments. 

Green  tea,  shipped  to  Morocco,  is  packed  in  lead-lined  square 
cases,  containing  60  to  80  pounds  net  weight  of  tea.  The  more  ex- 
pensive qualities  are  packed  in  double  boxes.  The  boxes  are  in- 
variably covered  with  canvas,  outside  which  there  is  a  further  casing 
of  wide  straw  matting. 
KetAod  of  Marketiar. 

European  tea  shippers  effect  their  sales  in  Morocco  through  the 
intermediary  of  local  agents,  who  are  kept  supplied  with  samples 
of  the  qualities  available  for  offer,  together  with  current  prices.  Upon 
these  bases  orders  are  transmitted  by  the  local  agents  to  their  prin- 
cipals, who  make  shipments  direct  to  the  buyers. 

Drafts  are  attached  to  the  bills  of  lading,  and  the  latter  are  de- 
livered to  the  buyer  against  his  acceptance  of  the  draft.  This  oper- 
ation, in  most  cases,  is  effected  through  one  of  the  local  banks,  but 
in  some  instances  is  confided  to  the  local  agent  himself. 
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The  local  agent's  agreement  invariably  contains  a  clause  requiring 
liim  to  act  in  case  of  need;  and  in  the  event  of  a  customer  refusing 
to  take  up  the  documents  covering  his  shipment  the  agent  is  ex- 
pected to  take  possession  of  the  goods,  store,  and  dispose  of  same  for 
the  account  and  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  his  principals. 
In  some  cases  the  agent  undertakes  "  del  credere  "  engagements,  con- 
stituting himself  guarantor  for  payment  of  all  goods  snipped  under 
orders  booked  by  iiim.  These  are  somewhat  exceptional  conditions, 
and  such  engagements  are  remunerated  by  a  substantial  increase  in 
the  amount  of  the  agent's  commission. 

The  average  amount  of  the  agent's  commission  on  tea  sales  is  5 
per  cent  of  the  invoice. 
The  Hoor  an  Ezactin;  Cnstomer — Sourcei  of  Supply. 

Tlie  native  tea  consumer  is  very  difficult  to  satisfy,  and  on  this 
account  the  Moroccan  tea  importer  is  extremely  particular  about  the 
quality  of  the  goods  supplied  him.  The  shipper  must  exercise  the 
greatest  care  that  sliipments  are  made  in  strict  accordance  with 
sample,  otherwise  he  will  expose  himself  to  serious  difficulties  and 
to  interminable  complaints  and  claims  on  the  part  of  the  importer. 

London  has  always  been  the  most  important  center  of  Moroccan 
tea  supplies.  Hamburg  merchants  before  the  war  were  attempting 
to  secure  this  trade  by  means  of  long  credits  and  other  facilities  which 
they  were  prepared  to  grant  to  native  buyers.  Some  progress  was 
observed  in  the  trade  of  German  tea  shippers,  but  the  Moroccan  has 
always  shown  n>arked  preference  for  tea  from  London.  On  this 
account  before  the  war  it  was  difficult  to  find  any  Moroccan  firms 
disposed  to  take  up  the  representation  of  any  but  British  tea  mer- 
chants, and  almost  all  important  merchants  in  Morocco  had  their 
London  connections  for  the  sale  of  tea. 

The  favored  position  of  London  as  a  tea  market  is  a  result  of  its 
numerous  and  regular  steamsliip  connections  with  the  Orient. 
Amerloon  lartiolpatlon  In  Horoooan  Tea  Trade. 

Curtailment  of  freight  from  the  Orient  and  the  exhaustion  of 
European  stocks  may  contribute  to  throw  the  future  of  the  tea  trade 
in  the  melting  pot,  and  London  can  no  longer  be  said  to  be  an  ex- 
.  elusive  center  of  distribution  for  this  commodity. 

With  the  vastly  improved  conditions  of  the  mercantile  marine  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  be  anticipated  as  a  result  of  American 
shipbuilding  activities  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  permanent  dis- 
placement of  market  centers  for  various  products  may  result  after  the 
war,  and  if  these  shipping  facilities  should  be  availed  of  by  Ameri- 
can tea  dealers,  making  American  ports  favorable  centers  of  dis- 
tribution, there  would  appear  to  be  no  reason  why  shippers  in  the 
United  States  should  not  participate  to  an  important  degree  in  the 
future  tea  trade  of  Morocco.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that 
the  establishment  of  direct  shipping  communication  between  the 
United  States  and  Morocco  is  an  essential  condition  to  the  building 
up  of  any  permanent  trade  between  the  two  countries,  especially 
so  in  any  attempt  to  obtain  a  lasting  participation  iu  the  supply 
of  a  staple  commodity,  such  as  tea. 

[A  list  ft  the  principal  Moriiccnn  Importers  of  tea  may  be  procured  from  the 
Bureau  of  Forelim  and  Domestic  (^oiiiiueite  or  Its  district  and  cooperative 
offices  upon  refcrrlnB  to  file  Ko,  103530.] 
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AMEHICAH  COEPOEATIONS  IN  JAPAN. 

[Commercial  Attactae  F.  B.  Butter,  Tokyo.] 

The  question  has  been  asked  as  to  the  best  method  by  wliich  an 
Atnerican  corporation  can  do  business  in  Japan. 

Japanese  laiv  distinguishes  four  kinds  of  commercial  company: 
(1)  Ordinary  partnerships  (gomei  kaisha),  (2)  limited  partnerships 
fgostii  kaJsha),  (3)  joint-stock  companies  (kabiishiki  kaisha),  and 
(4)  joint-stock  limited  partnerships  (kabushiki  goshi  kaisha). 

A  joint-stock  company  (kabushiki  kaisha)  may  be  formed  bj^  not 
less  than  seven  persons.  The  permission  or  any  public  autlionty  is 
not  necessary.  The  promoters  must  execute  a  company  contract 
containing  various  matters  specified  in  the  commercial  code,  includ- 
ing the  name  and  object  of  the  company,  the  amount  of  its  capital, 
the  number  of  its  shares,  and  the  place  of  it3  principal  office.  All 
the  shares  must  be  taken  and  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  par  value 
paid  in  before  the  company  is  registered.  The  par  value  of  a  share 
must  be  at  least  50  yen,  except  in  case  the  shares  are  fully  paid  up, 
when  the  par  value  may  be  as  low  as  20  yen.  Stock  certificates  may 
be  made  payable  to  bearer  only  when  the  shares  have  been  fully 
paid  up. 

The  actual  management  of  the  company  is  in  the  hands  of  directors, 
each  of  whom  has  power  to  act  for  the  company,  like  a  partner  for 
his  firm,  unless  this  power  is  curtailed  by  the  company  contract  and 
the  fact  duly  registered. 
Methods  of  Seelstcrlae  American  Costpaiiles. 

An  American  attorney,  resident  in  Japan,  has  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing stat«ment  describing  the  methods  of  registering  American 
companies  in  Japan  and  discussing  tlic  desirnbility  of  establishing 
by  registration  an  American  company  in  Japan,  and  of  forming  a 
separate  company  incorporated  under  Japanese  law : 

"niere  are  three  ways,  and  only  three,  la  which  nn  AiuericoQ  corporation  can 
do  business  In  Japan :  (1)  By  appolntiag  an  indlvWnal  hb  ngent  for  the  corpora- 
tion In  Japan;  (2)  by  Incorporating  under  the  laws  of  Japan,  and  (3)  by 
reKl!<teriDg  as  a  foreign  corporation. 

In  respect  to  the  first  metliod,  the  corporation  Is  not  regarded  as  Itself  dolDg 
business  In  Japan;  it  lias  no  legnl  standing  liere,  and  it  can  not  sue  or  l>e  sued. 
GontractH  are  made  by  the  agent  and  not  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  corporation. 
Credit  and  confidence  is  due  entirely,  therefore,  to  the  ngenfa  own  position 
b&v,  since  all  parties  mnst  look  to  blm  for  satisfaction,  llie  ngeut  most  pay 
n  business  tnx  on  the  volurae  of  business  done  and  nJso  an  Income  tax  on  the 
profits.  Id  the  case  of  an  Income  tax,  the  rate  of  ivhlcta  the  Individual  must 
pay  Is  higher  than  that  which  a  corporation  must  pay.  No  corporation  desiring 
to  conduct  bnalness  direct  with  Japan  can  do  so  by  having  an  agent  represent  It. 
It  leaves,  therefore,  only  two  methods  for  a  corporation  to  do  business  direct: 
(1)  By  registration  os  a  foreign  corporation,  and  (2)  by  Incorporation  under 
the  laws  of  Japan. 

A  foreign  corporation  which  replsters  a  branch  in  Japan  has  practically  tbo 
same  standing  as  a  corporation  organized  nnder  the  laws  of  Japan,  with  the 
exception  that  It  can  not  own  real  estate  in  Japan  and  It  can  not  twcome  the 
owiwr  of  shares  in  certain  Japanese  corporations,  such  as  tlie  Bank  of  Japan 
and  tLe  Xol^ohama  Specie  Bank;  it  follows,  of  course,  that  such  a  corporation 
can  not  l>ecome  the  owner  of  ships  registered  under  the  Japanese  law.  A  for- 
elen  corporation  establishing  a  branch  here  must  select  some  indtridual  as  Its 
rgpreaentative  In  Japan.  Such  an  individual  has  very  broad  [wwers  and  stands 
IB  macb  the  same  position  as  a  managing  director  of  Ihe  Japanese  corporation 
who  represents  the  company  in  its  ordinary  atfali-s  of  business.  He  has  power 
to  mike  contracts,  sign  checks,  buy  and  wll  the  properly  of  the  company  In 
the  crdinary  coarse  of  business,  Tlie  powers  of  a  repre.ionttitlve  are  not  neces- 
sarily limited  to  those  conferred  upon  lihu  in  the  \«>\\Qr  of  attorney  from  ills 
company.    The  tendency  of  (lie  Japanese  law,  so  rnv  na  the  third  pci'»ons  aro 
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oonccrneil,  Is  to  liold  (lie  corporation  reaponsilbie  eTen  If  the  poirers  stated  In 
tlie  power  of  attorney  nre  exceeded,  pi-ovldetl  the  transnctlon  Ig  one  which 
comes  within  the  ordinary  course  of  btislness  of  the  corporation. 

A  foreign  corpomtion  establishing  a  branch  here  must  pay  the  same  taxes  as 
n  Japanese  euri>omtloa — that  is,  a  business  tax  and  an  Income  tas  on  the 
proHts.  Such  taxes  are  only  on  the  Lnslness  done  In  Japan  and  the  profits 
earned  here.  There  are  no  taxes  on  the  capital  of  the  corpomtion  and  the 
business  done  elsewhere.  The  corporation  can,  of  course,  sue  and  be  sued  in 
its  own  name,  and  enter  into  contracts  In  Its  own  name,  ami  lias  practically 
the  same  powers  as  a  domestic  corporation.  The  registration  of  a  brunch  is 
coniparativcly  simple,  except  in  Uic  case  of  banldng  and  insurance  compaole.s, 
wJien  It  is  extremely  difflcult. 

As  the  advisability  of  incorporation  under  the  laws  of  Japan,  from  what  has 
been  said  It  will  be  seen  that  a  domestic  corporation  does  liave  some  advantages 
wliifh  a  forelKn  corporation  does  not,  but  In  respect  to  the  ownership  of 
ships,  even  a  Japanese  corporation  the  luajority  of  shareholders  of  which  are 
foreigners  can  not  own  shii)s  registered  under  Japanese  law.  In  tlie  matter 
of  taxation  they  stand  on  un  e<iunl  footing,  except  that,  of  course,  a  foreign 
corporation  pnyinj;  the  tax  In  Japan  might  also  Und  that  It  had  to  pay  a  tax 
on  these  profits  in  the  country  where  it  was  incorporated,  thus  being  subject 
to  a  double  taxation.  If  it  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Japan,  this 
might  be  avoided,  althoiigti  the  shareholders  in  ttie  United  States  might  be 
taxed  on  tlie  incotue  of  the  shares  they  hold  in  tlie  Japanese  cori>oration. 

There  Is  one  practical  disadvantage  of  the  Japanese  eoriwratlon  comiJosed  of 
foreigners,  and  tliat  Is  that  white  It  fs  legally  n  Japanese  Juridicial  person 
and  must  look  to  Japan  for  the  protection  of  its  Interests  abroad,  say,  for, 
Inslance,  In  Russia,  and  while  this  protection  will  be  given,  it  will  not  be 
given  with  the  same  entlmsiasnt  as  in  the  case  where  the  shareholders  are 
Japanese.  In  otiier  words,  such  a  corporation  Is  similar  to  a  half-caste  and 
is  regarded  in  very  much  the  same  way. 

The  necessary  <1ocuments  to  be  supplied  by  any  corporation  desiring  to 
register  a  branch  in  Japan  are  as  follows:  (1)  Certified  ctipy  of  the  certificate 
of  incorporation;  (2)  certified  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  board  of  directors 
authorising  the  establishment  of  a  branch  and  the  appointment  of  a  repre- 
Bentatlve;  <3)  afildarit  containing  certain  tnforniation ;  (4)  power  of  attorney 
outhorizing  registration;  <5)  general  power  of  attorney  conferring  jMiwcrs  on 
tlie  representative. 

All  these  papers  must  bear  the  ccrtlfloate  of  the  Japanese  consulate  to  the 
effect  tlmt  the  notary  or  other  ofllclal  before  whom  the  acknowledgment  Is 
made  Is  a  properly  autliorlzed  notary.  [Copies  of  tliese,  except  the  general 
power  of  attorney,  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic'  Com- 
merce, and  may  be  examined  on  application  to  tlie  Bureau;  refer  to  file 
No.  20088.1 
Relative  Advantage  of  Different  Ilans. 

As  above  indicated,  the  advantage  of  the  branch  office  is  that  it 
continues  to  enjojr  Ameiican  protection.  The  disadvantage  is  the 
lieavier  taxation  in  the  United  States.  If  the  company  retains 
American  nationality,  it  is  subject  to  the  income  tax  on  its  whola 
earnings,  including  those  obtained  in  Japan.  So  far  as  the  normal 
tax  is  concerned,  this  involves  no  extra  contribution,  since  the  divi- 
dends miclit  be  deducted  from  the  returns  otherwise  paid  to  the 
individuiu  stockhoklers.  With  the  supeinormal  tax,  howe\er,  the 
situation  is  entirely  different. 

Accordingly,  where  the  business  is  large  enough  to  make  the  super- 
normal tax  a  considerable  item,  it  may  be  preferable  to  incorporate 
a  separate  company  in  Japan,  jforeover,  the  larger  the  company 
the  less  likely  it  is  to  need  governmental  protection  in  a  third  coun- 
try. In  Japan  either  a  branch  office  or  a  separate  company  would 
enjoy  full  protection.  The  advantage  of  American  protection  would 
apply  chiefly  when  operations  are  conducted  also  in  other  countries. 
The  nature  of  the  business,  moreover,  has  an  important  bearing  on 
the  question. 


8EBK&H  POST-WAR  TLANB  VSR  GETTIHO  RAW  UATEBIALS. 
[Bdtiah  (tioTcmmeDt)  Board  ol  Trade  Jauraal,  Ub;  SO,} 

An  economic  recovery  after  the  war  can  onl\'  be  effected,  in  tlio 
opimoa  of  German  statesmen  and  business  men,  by  the  rapid  aequi- 
^ionby  Germany  of  essential  raw  mat^mls.  Accp'ih  to  the  raw  ma- 
terials of  !!ie  world  is,  therefore,  the  first  and  most  determined  aim  of 
GennaBys  present  reconstruction  preparations.  The  ^ronpiiig,  amal- 
gunation,  and  consolidation  of  tlie  greater  induslries  imdor  a  central 
control  and  the  foundation  of  import  and  export  <^impanios  are  bein;; 
undertaken  in  the  first  instance  in  order  to  spi'od  up  find  facilitate  the 
buying  of  raw  materials,  and,  ultimatelj',  to  provide  an  organization 
for  mass  and,  wherever  possible,  standardized  ])rodtiction. 

Whatever  can  be  done  hy  internal  organization  is  consequently 
being  done  at  the  present  time  in  Germany.  It  i^.  however,  generally 
acknowledged  that  the  extent  to  which  fiermany  will  siiceeed  in  ac- 
qairiBg  raw  m^-terials  can  aot  be  known  until  the  ■.■onditions  of  peace 
are  Imown. 
Tlewi  of  Bremen  Bnslneis  Circlet. 

Xd  interesting  summarj-  of  the  German  attitude  toward  the  eco- 
UHoic  problem  is  contained  in  a  recent  it.'^uv  of  Dor  AVelthandei, 
which  gives  the  following  view  expressed  by  the  business  community 
of  Bremen: 

After  tbe  war  Germany  would  ueed,  first  «iul  rmmiiost,  nmterlal  for  splDDlns, 
Ude>  and  skins,  bi^-snide  ores,  rnbber,  timber  (or  skipliuiltling  mid  fumiture- 
auklne,  olI-produclQg  plnnts,  sainuU  fate,  fodder,  fcrtillstr^.  cuffei.',  cocoa,  lea, 
tobacco,  and  precious  uietnls.  Wiiile  before  Ibe  xvav  tiiese  things  were  in  part 
drawn  rrcan  Germany's  .Urtcan  and  Sontli  Sea  colonies,  the  country's  supply  of 
itiple  articles,  wlticb  must  be  regarded  as  servlnj;  to  regulate  exchani^,  caiiic 
from  Bonrces  now  boetlie.  e.  g..  cotton  and  tobacco  from  Anieiica,  coffee  and  to- 
bacco from  Hratil,  wool  from  Australia  and  Itriti»li  South  Africa,  and  oll- 
prododng  kernels  from  English  and  French  West  Afrknn  colonies. 

CommHT;e,  Imports,  manufactnring  Indnstrfes,  ejqKtrtti,  sliippln}-,  lianks,  and 
tasarance  companleH  all  depend  on  the  possibilities  nffontol  to  Genna  enterprise 
b;  the  peace  conditions,  and  every  differentiation  to  its  dctrim«it  and  any 
vidiholdinf;  of  raw  materia!  must  be  prejwlfciat  to  lis  iMuer  of  competition. 
The  present  war  is  a  "  raw  material  war  "  in  (lie  widest  sense  of  Oie  term,  and, 
dwuld  die  peaw  not  be  such  os  Germany  desire.'!,  Gerniariy  will  Imve  to  export 
fflen  instead  of  goods,  as  it  did  a  tew  decades  ago.  It  Is  therefore  necessnty 
that  a  proportSon  of  raw  matralals  oorreBpondlni;  to  the  importance  of  Its  In- 
dastrles  ahiauld  be  assored  to  Germany,  for  it  must  not  be  forsottoii  th;it  eiiioo 
the  oatbreai  of  war  Germany  1ms  boon  forced  to  ilispeuBe  w-|[h  thousands  of 
articles  irMch  it  drew  from  overseas. 

Tliat  Germany  has  the  means  of  forcing  Its  orponents  to  cnint  It  eqaalitj-  of 
eeoiKHnlc  rights  is  ubvioas  when  it  is  remembered  that  Ameiira  requires  German 
BbaeptixttA  for  its  agriculture,  German  cliemlcals  and  d.ves,  uiodlciiics,  orthopedic 
and  Eurgica]  Instruments,  Soltagen  steel,  etc.,  all  of  wbidi,  however,  are  not 
reirtlj  tD  equivalent  for  cotton,  wool,  copper,  and  the  like. 

The  Sew  Oorenimeat  Bepartnents. 

It  is  natural  tlierefore  that  of  nil  the  prohlenis  which  have  l>tjcn 
set  before  the  GoTemment  Department  dealing  with  reconstruction 
nnderthe  newly  created  Imperial  Department  of  Economics  that  of 
raw  materials  is  by  far  the  largest  and  most  important.  Of  the  nine 
separate  section-s  wlonging  to  the  new  department  no  fewer  tlinn  six 
sre  concerned  with  the  study  of  raw  m:tterials,  ard  an  analysis  of 
then  shows  what  materials  and  groii])^:  of  commodities  had  come 
within  their  scope  up  to  the  end  of  March.  ,,  , 
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Section  III.  Iron  ores,  ninnganese  ores,  slag,  clirome,  wolfrnm  and  molyb- 
denuni  ores,  timber,  paper,  stoue. 

Section  IV,  Lenil,  nutimoDy,  zinc,  tin,  Dickel,  cobalt,  copper,  and  tlielr  corre- 
sponding ores,  china  cloy,  grapliite,  and  macliinery. 

Section  V.  Textiles.  Subsections  for  cotton,  wool,  bast  fibers  (Jnte,  flai, 
hemp,  and  textile  substitute  oiateriats),  silk,  rates,  and  woru  textile  materials. 

Section  VI.  Cereals,  barley,  maize,  bran  and  otber  albuminous  feeding  sttilb, 
meat,  ana  live  cattle. 

Section  VJI.  Sea-borne  Imports.  General  Section:  Groceries,  sausnee  Bklas, 
giira,  rubtier,  cane  for  diairs,  Iiair,  bristles,  tobacet)  (except  tbiit  lmi>oited  over- 
land). Subsection  for  oils,  fats,  oil  seeds,  and  asbestos.  Subsection  for  skins, 
bides,  leather,  and  leather  goods. 

Section  VIII.  Overland  ImjKirts,  Iniport  restriction,  coal  and  other  nalneraJ 
fuels,  phosphates,  with  the  exception  of  pliosphatea  and  pyrites  to  be  found  1> 
Asia  Minor. 

Those  sections  are  assisted  by  cxpeit  committees  for  the  various 
groups  of  materials. 
Work  of  the  Sections — FnrehaEe  ArranBements. 

It  is  stated  that  the  activities  of  the  Imperial  Department  of  Eco- 
nomics have  been  confined  hitherto  to  pi-eliminary  preparations. 
Data  have  been  collected  for  nearly  all  commodities  in  order  to  de- 
teiTTiine  statis^tically  the  requirements  in  raw  materials.  Cargo-space 
conditions  and  the  freight  agreements  ali-eady  concluded  by  the  ship- 
ping fii-ms  have  also  been  ascertained,  and  will  be  kept  up  to  date. 
Finally,  lists  have  been  drawn  up  of  the  goods  which  German  firms 
have  at  their  disposal  in  foreign  coimtries  by  virtue  of  purchase  or 
delivery  contracts,  and  which  will  be  ready  for  importation  after 
the  war.  This  information  is  necessary  for  the  solution  of  the  cargo- 
space  problem  and  for  judging  the  volume  of  foreign  exchange  re- 
Suired.  The  attempt  to  obtain  a  survey  of  Gennany  s  obligations  to 
oreign  countries  and  Germany's  foreign  credit  balances  after  the 
conclusion  of  peace,  it  appears,  has  not  been  successful. 

With  regani  to  the  piflvision  of  raw  materials  and  goods  for  the 
various  groups  of  industries  and  to  their  distribution,  numerous 
conferences  with  the  parties  intefested  have  in  the  case  of  many 
goods  already  taken  place.  It  is  said  that  these  conferences  have 
been  so  far  successful  that  a  special  organization  can  be  established 
in  a  short  time,  so  far  as  it  is  at  all  necessary  for  the  goods  in  oues- 
tion.  The  requisite  statutes  to  bring  into  force  the  decisions  or  the 
committees  working  in  conjunction  with  their  respective  sections 
have,  it  is  stated,  for  the  most  part  been  di-awn  up  and  discussed. 

With  regard  to  purcliases  whicli  have  been,  or  will  be,  effected  by 
individuals  or  members  of  companies,  agreement  has  been  reached 
with  the  Keichsbank  and  with  representatives  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned as  to  the  principles  which  shall  govern  the  conditions  of  pay- 
ment, the  obligations  incurred,  and  the  share  in  the  imports  assign- 
able to  firms  in  the  same  line  of  business.  With  regard  to  the  raw 
materials  which  are  stored  in  foreign  countries  for  Germany's  ac- 
count, returns  have  been  called  for.  According  to  the  Norddeutsche 
Allgemeine  Zeitung  the  head  of  the  comnici-cial  policy  section  of  the 
Department  of  Economics  has  successfully  endeavored  to  secure  these 
raw  materials  as  far  as  possible  for  import  after  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  and,  while  giving  suitable  prefei-cncc  to  prior  purchases,  to 
make  certain  that  firms  in  the  same  line  of  business  should  be  given 
a  share  of  these  goods.  For  some  raw  materials  which  are  especially 
aecdcd  by  the  general  public,  and  which  are  difficult  for  an  indl- 
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yidual  importer  to  procure,  the  head  of  the  coinmprcinl  policy  sec- 
tion himself  has  concluded  arrangements  for  prior  i^urchases.    It  is, 
howcTer,  admitted  that  the  amount  of  goods  seciii-ed  up  to  the  pres- 
ent by  this  method  of  prior  purchase  is  not  largo. 
Q«TVAB]r'i  Position  Discassed' 

For  the  past  few  weeks  much  space  has  been  devoted  in  the  German 
daily  press  to  reviews  by  economists  and  ex-consuls  of  the  raw-mate- 
rials situation  after  the  war.  Most  of  these  writers  cxjiress  the  view 
that  the  Entente  hold  far  stronger  cards  than  the  Central  Powers. 
In  fact,  potash,  dyes,  and  chemicals,  which  arc  (Jermany's  greatest 
assets,  are  considered  to  be  less  indispensable  to  the  Kntento  than  are 
wool,  cotton,  copper,  leather,  rubber,  etc.,  to  <Tcrmany.  The  Vos- 
sische  Zeitimg,  in  particular,  stated  on  April  IG : 

By  CDttlug  off  textiles  tne  Anglo-Sasoos  will  burnt  us  In  our  clothing  onrt 
comfort,  but  if  tliey  succeed  ia  changing  the  distribution  of  raw  oleaglnoiie 
products,  or  In  bampcring  our  supplf ,  tlien  they  will  bo  attacking  the  sources 
ttf  onr  eristence.  The  roln  of  onr  candle,  soap,  fat,  oil,  and  Viirnioh  Industries 
wonM  not  be  the  worst  onnscquence.  The  residues  from  oleaginous  plants  as 
cattle  food  play  a  prepondetutJng  part  In  our  farming.  From  ttiesc  our  oil 
Indmtrj-  obtained  (in  1913)  800,000  tons  of  vegetable  oils,  while  DUO.OOO  tons 
were  transformed  from  puip  into  cattle  fodder.  It  is  uo  mere  fnncifui  .'itate- 
meit  that  if,  after  the  war,  we  obtain  i)raetiealiy  no  more  oieoginons  products 
from  the  FWigliah  eolcuiies,  then  we  lose  over  70  per  cent  of  onr  colza  Jtnd  rape 
seed  imports,  i5  vei  cent  ot  our  poppy  liuporte,  nearly  50  per  ceat  of  onr 
groundnut  imports,  and  almost  30  per  cent  of  our  sesame  iuiporUi.  We  would 
not  get  more  than  10  per  eeut  of  our  prevlona  palm-kernel  supply,  and  we 
should  lose  45  per  cent  of  our  copra  Imports.  Fibrous  materials  and  oleaginous 
&nits  ar«  by  far  the  mast  important  for  us,  and  after  them  eomes  copper. 

Fi-om  tliis  the  writer  goes  on  to  point  out  the  advantages  that  will 
accrue  to  Germany  of  certain  acquisitions  of  territory  in  Africa. 
Colonial  aspirations  appear  and  disappear  in  the  German  press  as 
the  miiitary  situation  becomes  favorable  or  unfavorable.  To  the 
German  mind  over-sea  colonies  are  areas  for  exploitation  in  raw 
materials,  and  their  value  is  measured  by  the  amount  of  necessary 
produ<4s  which  they  may  be  made  to  yield. 

PROFITS  QAIKXD  BT  MONOPOLIES  IN  JAPAN. 

(EiCCTTit  fram  Japan  Gazette  ol  May  IB,  traosmltled  by  Consul  Ccnpiul  (icoTKC  H. 
Seldmore.  XakoboniB.I 
Mr.  Kano,  president  of  the  Monopoly  Office  in  Tokyo,  has  an- 
novmced  that  the  total  profits  gained  by  the  monopolies  during  the 
fiscal  year  endijig  March  31  amounted  to  80000,000  yen  ($39,840,000). 
This  is  tile  highest  figure  reached  since  the  establishment  of  the 
monopoly.  Receipts  by  the  Salt  Monopoly  show  a  diminution,  as 
OHnpared  with  last  year,  but  the  receipts  of  the  Tobacco  Monopoly 
were  coodderable,  due  to  the  unprecedented  prosperity  in  commercial 
and  industrial  circles.  While  the  price  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  has 
risen  considerably,  the  sales  during  the  last  fiscal  year  show  an  in- 
crease of  35  per  cent  over  the  preceding  fiscal  year.  As  to  camphor, 
the  authorities  have  advanced  the  price  five  times  during  the  last 
fiscal  year  on  account  of  the  keen  demand  abroad,  and  now  contem- 
plate erecting  more  warehouses  for  these  monopolized  nrticlos  at  all 
important  places. 

The  Netherlands  Government  has  requisitioned  the  entire  Dutch 
flax,  flax  straw,  and  linseed  crops  for  the  year  1918. 
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DANISH  NATIONAL  BANE  BEIUSNS. 
According  to  figures  in  the  Danish  press,  national  bank  returns 
as  of  May  19  show  holdings  in  gold  money  or  bullion  amounting  to 
184,171,391  crowns  ($49..'i57.933  at  normal  exchange),  in  silver  and 
other  small  money  2,447,431  crowns  ($655,912) ;  total,  186,618,822 
crowns  {$50,013,815),  against  180,758,723  crowns  ($50,051,338)  the 
previous  week.  Notes  in  circulation  amounted  to  329,449,974  crowns 
($88,292,593),  against  337,323,685  crowns  ($90,402,748)  the  previous 
week. 

THSEE  UONTHS'  BECEIFTS  OF  LLOTD  BRASILEIKO. 

[Vioe  Consul  Richard  P,  Momaen,  Rio  de  Jaoelro.  Brazil,  June  8.] 

The  Lloyd  Brasileiro  Steamship  Line,  which  is  owned  by  the 
Brazilian  Government,  has  issued  the  following  report  of  receipts 
for  the  first  three  months  of  the  current  year,  as  compared  with  those 
of  the  corresponding  period  of  1917:  Receipts,  January-March, 
1918,  $5,129,143  (U.  S.  currency);  receipts,  January-March,  1917, 
$3,269,041 ;  excess  in  favor  of  current  year,  $1,860,102. 


A  maximum  price  of  80  florins  per  1,000  kilos  (about  $39  per  ton 
at  present  exchange)  has  been  fixed  for  first -quality  hay  of  the  1918 
crop  in  the  Netherlands.  A  central  bureau  has  been  established  to 
insure  a  proper  distribution  of  the  hay. 


FSOFOSALS  FOB   aOYEBNMENT   SUFFLIES  AND   CONSIBUCTION. 


3  ol  such  offitpB  to  re- 
ire.I 

Mcilical  depot  supplies,  No,  5.^1. — SMled  propocnls  will  be  received  at  the  FlelcJ 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Wasliinglon,  D.  C,  until  July 
24,  1918,  for  furnlsliinK  and  delivering  the  following;:  Axes,  ox  lielves.  soap, 
steel  erosers,  luntern  wicks,  Utter  tacks,  padlocks,  shears,  sickles,  spatulas, 
butcbers'  steels,  wire  cutters,  and  folding  lanterns.    Circular  No.  $36. 

Piping  and  flUingg,  No.  5322. — Sealed  proposals  will  ho  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Taids  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Wnsliington,  D.  C,  until  July  20, 
lOlA,  for  furnishing;  and  Installing  piping,  fittings,  valves,  and  ticeeHRories 
necessary  for  complete  distributing  systems  for  compressed  air,  fuel  oil, 
hydraulic  power,  fresh  and  salt  water,  oxygen,  hydrogen,  and  acefjiene  la 
the  structural  shop  In  the  navy  yard  at  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Etove  roal.  No.  5323.— Senlfd  proposals  will  he  received  by  Hie  Superintendent 
LlBhthoiises,  Tompkiusvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  July  18,  1018,  for  140  tons  of  stove 
coal  delivered  at  Newport,  R.  I. 

Brooms  and  bruxhei.  No.  .5324. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medi- 
cal Supply  Depot.  United  Slates  Army.  628  Greenwich  Street.  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  until  July  20,  1018.  for  furnishing  ami  delivering  In  equal  quantities 
each  month  from  July  to  December,  1018.  Inclusive,  long-bandied  hair 
brooms,  counter  hair  brushes,  hand  fiber  bruslics,  paint  brushes,  scrubbing 
bi'usbea,  and  corn  brooms. 

Svrfftfal  gupplivi.  No.  r>.325. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot.  628  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  jintll  July  24,  1918, 
for  furnishing  and  delivering  in  equal  quantities  each  month  from  July  to 
December,  1018,  Inclusive,  hand  atomizers,  rubber  hot-water  bags,  rubber 
bandages,  assorted  elastic  bauds,  flexible  bougies,  rubber  tips  for  crutchea, 
Burgleal  cushions,  rubber  gloves,  syringes,  tubing,  etc. 
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BITLDrO  BEOARDIKO  THE  IMFOBTATIOIT  OF  COFFER  OSES. 

Owing  to  some  uncertainty  regarding  the  application  of  the  re- 
striction imposed  by  the  War  Trade  Board  upon  the  importation  of 
copper  ore,  the  Board  has,  by  a  new  ruling  No.  169,  altered  the 
original  ruling  to  read  that  hereafter  no  licenses  will  bo  issued  for 
the  importation  of  copper  concentrates  containing  less  than  60  per 
cent  of  copper,  except  for  shipments  from  Cuba,  Canada,  and  Mexico, 
All  outstanding  licenses  for  the  importation  of  copper  concentrates 
containing  less  than  60  per  cent  of  copper  have  been  revoked  as  to 
shipments  from  abroad  after  July  20,  1918,  except  for  shipments 
from  the  three  countries  above  specified,  from  which  copper  ore  may 
be  imported. 

This  restriction  is  not  to  be  construed  as  affecting  the  importation 
from  any  nonenemy  country  of  copper  matto  or  blister  copper,  or 
copper  concentrates  containing  60  per  cent  or  more  of  copper. 

The  purpose  of  the  new  ruling,  as  of  the  former  one,  is  to  bring 
about  the  ocean  transportation  of  copper  in  a  concentrated  form 
rather  than  as  the  bulkier  ore. 


IHPOBTATIOK  OF  COPBA  FEBUHTED. 

The  limitations  imposed  by  the  War  Trade  Board  by  a  W.  T.  B. 
B.  148,  published  June  25, 1918,  upon  the  importation  of  copra  (coco-. 
nut  meat  broken  but  not  shredded,  desiccated,  or  prepared)  have  now 
beea  rescinded.  Licenses  which  were  then  revoKcd  have  now  been 
reinstated  and  new  applications  for  licenses  to  import  copra  will  be 
considered. 

On  the  other  hand  the  restriction  then  imposed  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  shredded,  desiccated  or  prepared  coconut  meat  (otherwise 
known  as  "Ceylon  copra")  remains  in  force  and  (according  to  this 
new  ruling,  W.  T.  B.  K.  168)  none  will  be  admitted  except  such  ocean 
shipments  as  were  made  on  or  before  June  30,  1918. 

Mo  troulile  to  tuy,  aheap,  con.veiilent,a  real  investment — War  Saving  Stamp*. 
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NORWAY'S  KEBCEAHT  KABZ^E. 

ITIce  CoosDl  H.  E.  CarlioD,  dulstUula,  Jai^e  IS-I 

The  most  recent  report  published  by  the  Norwegian  Department  of 
Commerce  shows  that  on  May  1, 1918,  there  w«^,  in  the  Norwegian 
merchant  marine,  3^C5  %'e£sel5,  Tfjith  a  combined  tonnage  of  1,950,463 
gross  registered  tons.  During  the  month  of  May  there  was  a  loss  of 
25  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  17,806  tons,  and  an  increase  of  23  ves- 
sels of  19,270  tons.  Tlie  net  result  for  the  month  is  therefore  a  loss 
in  the  number  of  vessels  amoimting  to  2,  but  an  increase  in  tonnage 
amounting  to  1,464.  This  increase  is  chiefly  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
registration  during  the  month  of  the  new  Norwe^an-Americaji 
lines  Stavangerfjord  of  12,762  tons.  The  statement  for  June  1, 1918, 
is  therefore,  3,263  vessels  of  1,951,927  tons. 


COHHEBCIAL  FAILUBES  DT  ABOEHTIirA. 

[Commercial  Attacbtf  Robert  S.  Barrett,  Buenos  Alrea,  June  8.1 

Commercial  failures  throughout  the  Argentine  Republic  for  the 
montli  of  May,  1918,  represent  assets  of  $2,343,567  and  liabilities  of 
$1,747,325.  For  the  first  five  months  of  1918  the  total  liabilities 
amounted  to  $6,972,137,  compared  with  $14,387,923  and  $15,507,520 
for  the  same  period  in  the  years  1917  and  1916,  respectively. 

The  number  of  failures  m  Argentina  and  the  amount  of  liabilities 
involved  have  been  steadily  decren^ing  since  the  panic  of  1913,  which 
was  followed  by  a  greater  number  of  fiiihires  than  had  ever  been  pre- 
viously experienced  in  the  countrv.  In  1913  the  liabilities  of  the 
failures  amounted  to  $84,356,572  and   in  1914  to  $187,041,776.     In 

1916  the  country  had  readjusted  itself  to  conditions  produced  by  the 
European  war,  and  the  liabilities  in  that  year  were  ^3,378,450.     L\ 

1917  a  further  decline  to  $;13.945,393  was  recorded. 

The  decreasing  number  of  failures  in  Argentina  is  a  sure  indication 
of  the  present  soundness  of  business  in  the  country. 


nSHEBT  FBODUCTS  LANDED  AT  SEATTLE  IN  HAT. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  issued  a  statistical  bulletin,  No.  415, 
giving  the  quantity  and  value  of  fishery  products  landed  at  Seattle, 
Wash.,  by  American  fishing  and  collecting  vessels  during  the 
month  of  May,  1918.  The  fishing  fleet  during  the  montli  landed  at 
this  port  131  trips,  aggregating  2,670,100  pounds,  having  a  value 
to  the  fishermen  of  $266,751.  These  products  included  halibut, 
1,553,300  pounds,  valued  at  $220,424 ;  sablefish,  359,200  pounds,  valued 
at  $23,421;  "lingcod,"  661,000  pounds,  valued  at  $19,635;  rockfisbes, 
105,800  pounds,  valued  at  $3,191;  and  sturgeon,  800  pounds,  valued 
at  $80.  In  addition  to  this  catch,  collecting  vessels  landed  883,190 
pounds  of  herring,  salmon,  steelhead  trout,  and  other  species,  valued 
at  $99,616. 

A  list  of  lumber  importers  in  Almeria  and  the  Province  of  Murcia, 
Spain,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No. 
99259. 
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SHOS^ASE  OF  TUS  PLATE  IK  AUSIltALIA. 

[CoAol  OeDenl  J.  I.  Brltt&ln,  SrdDt;,  June  6.]  '_ 

The  question  of  l^taining  a  sufficient  quantity  of  tin  plate  to  meet 

ttie  requirements  #E  Australian  meat  canners  and  jam  manufac-! 

tnrers,  and  others  Wing  this  aartitSfe  has  bfecome  so  serious  that  the 

question  of  manufacturing  tin  plate  in  the  Commonwealth  is  being 


In  some  instances  dry  foodstuffs  have  been  packed  in  containers 
made  from  cardboard,  but  at  present  there  is  a  shortage  of  cardboard, 
owing  to  the  inability  to  obtain  sufficient  raw  material.  One  jam 
manufacturer,  who  has  completed  contracts  for  7,000,000  pounds  of 
jam,  was  obliged  to  suspend  400  hands  owing  to  the  shortage  of  tin 
plat«. 

FBOFITS  OF  THE  TAFAK  HAIL  SHIP  CO. 

[CoDBul  General  Gearse  H.  ScidmoK,  Yakohams.] 

At  the  general  meeting  of  shareholders  of  the  Japan  Mail  Ship  Co. 
(Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha),  lield  at  Tokio  on  May  30,  1918,  operations 
for  the  six  months  ended  March  SI,  1918,  showed  the  following 
results: 

Net  proBt 516, 764, 712 

Broogbt  lorwnrd 341, 230 


17, 105, 942 
838,185 


War  InsnniQce  and  slilp  purchase  reserves 4, 985, 000 

Depreciation  of  ships 747, 750 

Special   reserve 249, 250 

Reserve  for  equaliaiag  dividends 3, 489, 500 

^                   "                   ....                     ^ 186,937 

1 937. 020 


Kxtra  dlvidwid,  40  per  cent— 


j  training  encouragement  fund 174, 475 

Employee's  pension  fund 1, 246, 250 

Carried  forward 502,  501 

Company's  sblps  employed 09 

Chartered  sliips  employed 20 


NEW  COMMEECIAL  MAP  OP  CHINA. 
A  new  map  of  China  has  been  prepared  under  the  superivision  of 
Commercial  Attach^  Julean  Arnold  for  the  American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  China  at  Shanghai,  which  plans  to  distribute  about  500 
copies  of  the  map  to  American  commercial  organizations.  Already 
1,000  of  the  maps  have  been  printed  and  distributed  and  a  reprint  hag 
been  ordered.  The  map  measures  27  by  23  inches  and  is  printed  in 
colors.  It  shows  the  steamship  lines,  railways  in  operation  and  under 
constniction,  the  principal  cities,  location  of  American  consulates, 
and  the  population  of  the  several  provinces.  On  the  margin  of  the 
map'are  given  in  condensed  form  facts  as  to  ]}opulation,  trend  of  for- 
eign trade,  and  general  suggestions  to  American  firms  interested  in 
the  Far  Eastern  field. 

Mo  trouble  to  ivy,  aheap,  convenient,  a  real  lavestment — War  Saving  Stamp^ 
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ADTEBTISIHa  METHODS  IH  EASTE]^,  OBEECE. 

[Vice  Consul  Georg?  P.  Waller,  Jr.,  AtheD«  ttaj  3.] 

Wliile,  at  the  moment,  it  is  almost  impossible'  th  do  any  business  in 
Greece  not  connected  either  witli  revictualing  the  country  or  with 
supplying  its  military  apd  naval  ne^ds,  there  ii  no  reason  why  edu- 
cational campaigns  should  not  be  started  in  order  to  prepare  t^ 
market  for  American  goods  after  the  war.  The  field  for  intelligent 
advertising  is  a  large  and  almost  virgin  one. 

Advertising,  to  be  successful  in  this  country,  should  be  carried  »hi 
with  consideration  of  local  customs,  habits,  and  needs.  For  exam- 
ple, advertising  except  in  the  larg^  cities  should  be  published  in 
Greek,  the  language  of  the  p>eople.  French  advertising  in  Athen^ 
Saloniki,  and  to  a  less  degree  in  Patras  is  good  business ;  elsewhere  it 
would  be  intelligible  to  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  people.  As 
there  is  much  illiteracy  in  the  countiy  text  should  be  subordinated 
wherever  possible  to  form,  picture,  or  color. 

Bates  for  Newtpapei  tmi  Ptaoud  AdrettlsisK. 

Seven  methods  of  advertising  are  in  general  use  in  eastern  Greece 
to-day — newspapers,  placards  affised  to  walls  and  posts,  dodgers, 
cards  and  posters  in  railway  stations,  advertisements  on  curtains  in 
theaters,  projections  in  motion-picture  theaters  thrown  on  screen 
between  reels,  and  cards  placed  in  railway  carriages  and  street  cars. 
The  average  Greek  is  an  inveterate  reader  of  newspapers,  and 
whether  at  nome  or  in  cafe,  club,  or  coffee  shop  reads  every  day  five 
or  six  newspapers  published  in  Greek,  and,  if  he  is  able  to  under- 
stand them,  two  or  three  French  dailies  published  in  Athens.  The 
following  advertising  rates  for  the  several  daily  papers  are  correct 
at  the  moment  of  writing,  but  are  given  without  guaranty,  as  there 
is  a  constant  upward  tendency  (rates  stated  in  American  currency 
per  line  per  insertion) :  French  daily  papers  publislied  in  Athens — 
Le  Progres  d'Athenes  (moming) ,  $0.386 ;  Messager  d^Athenes 
(morning),  $0,386;  Le  Drapcau  (evening),  special  rates  by  agree- 
ment, perhaps  30  per  cent  less  than  foregoing.  Greek  daily  papers — 
Hestia,  $0,386;  Patris,  $0,347:  Embros,  $0,212;  Eleftheros  Typos 
(Free  Press),  $0,212;  Ethnos,  $0,135. 

Placards  are  used  to  a  very  large  extent  throughout  the  countiy^ 
affixed  to  telephone  and  telegraph  poles,  and  pasted  to  walls  and 
dwellings,  shops,  etc.  They  are  not  permanent,  as  within  a  day  or 
two  something  new  is  pasted  over  them,  but  they  are  very  useful 
during  their  ephemeral  existence.  The  unit  of  price  quotations  is 
15.  The  prices  for  15  placards,  printed  and  affix^  about  the  streets 
in  conspicuous  positions,  are  as  follows:  25^  by  37  inches,  $0»^; 
65i  by  25i  inches,  $0.58;  78|  by  34  inches,  $0.67;  78|  by  78 J  inches, 
$1.35. 
Cliarees  for  Other  Forms  of  PabUcltr. 

Advertisements  on  menus  of  restaurants  are  said  to  produce  ex- 
cellent results.  Prices  range  from  $12  to  $40  per  month,  depending 
upon  dimensions,  expenses  of  making  engraving,  agents'  commis- 
sions, etc. 

In  railway  stations  advertising  cards  may  be  displayed  at  prices 
varying  from  $120  to  $600  per  annum,  according  to  t^^  dimen- 
sions and  position. 
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A  favorite  methttf  of  advertising  is  by  painting  cards  and  pic- 
tures upon  the  cimiains  and  proscenium  arches  of  theaters,  particu- 
larly summer  theirs,  revues,  etc.  Prices  of  such  advertisements 
run  from  $19,30  tc^l93  per  year,  according  to  the  theater  in  which 
ihev  are  displayed,  their  size,  jind^  (jhe  position  on  the  curtain. 

Projections  on  the  screen  during  film-changes  and  entr'actes  at 
cinematograph  shows  are  thought  to  be  a  very  profitable  means  of 
publicity ;  the  cost  of  such  projection  ranges  from  $193  to  $386  a 
year. 

For  cards  exposed  in  railway  carriages  and  tramways  the  price 
■varies  widely.  The  most  prontable  lines  are  thought  to  be  the 
through  trains  between  Athens  and  Salonikt  and  Athens  and  Patras 
and  the  electric  trains  between  Athens  and  Piraeus. 

Several  persons  in  Athens  are  willing  to  undertake  the  entire 
management  of  advertising  campaigns.  These  persons  are  familiar 
with  the  language,  needs,  and  customs  of  the  people,  and  their  advice 
might  be  followed  implicitly  with  profit.  [Their  addresses  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  103398.] 


OSGARIZATIOK  OF  COUBUTED  BTTTEB8  (LTD.)  IK  HEW  ZEALAND. 

[ConsQl  Ceneral  Alfred  A.  WIdbIov,  Ancktand,  Juoa  12.] 

A  company  has  been  organized  in  New  Zealand,  known  as  the 
Combined  Buyers  (Ltd.),  a  semicooperative  corporation,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  automobiles,  trucks,  tires,  automobile  special- 
ties, and  supplies  at  a  very  great  reduction  in  price  to  its  members. 
The  company  at  present  has  a  capital  of  £200,000  ($973,300),  divided 
into  shares  of  £10  ($48.67)  each,  of  which  the  greater  portion  have 
been  taken  over  by  individuals  at  par. 

The  articles  of  incorporation  provide  that  a  person  may  become 
a  member  of  the  association  on  subscribing  to  the  articles  and  pay- 
ing for  five  shares  at  £10  ($48,67)  a  share,  which  entitles  the  mem- 
ber to  any  purchases  he  may  make  at  10  per  cent  above  the  actual 
cost  value  of  landing  the  articles  in  this  country. 

The  membership  of  the  combine  is  increasing  rapidly,  with  the 
;result  that  it  is  beginning  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  regular 
Automobile  dealers  in  the  Dominion.  A  move  is  on  foot  to  combat 
this  combination  of  buyers.  It  is  claimed  that  this  combination  is 
able  to  save  its  members  from  20  to  30  per  cent  on  the  purchases 
over  that  charged  by  the  regular  dealers  in  the  Dominion. 

In  order  to  combat  this  semicooperative  association  the  regular 
automobile  dealers  and  garage  people  have  organized  an  association 
that  proposes  to  bring  every  influence  possible  to  bear  to  defeat  this 
movement  of  the  Combined  Buyers  by  refusing  to  handle  any  motor 
cars  or  materials  for  any  manufacturer  who  has  formerly  knowingly 
dealt  with  this  combine. 

Atpresent  a  representative  of  the  Combined  Buyers  (Ltd.)  is  in 
the  United  States  to  form  connections  and  arrange  for  supplies  to 
meet  the  large  demands  of  the  combine  here.  This  semicooperative 
association  is  working  practically  along  the  same  lines  as  the  other 
cooperative  associations  in  New  Zealand,  such  as  the  Farmers'  UnioD 
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Trading  Co.,  of  Auckland ;  Kew  Zealand  FartaSrs'  Cooperative  As- 
£R)ciation  of  Canterbury  (Ltd.),  of  Christchnreh ;  the  many  dairy 
cooperatire  associations  in  New  Zealand ;  and  ine  fruit  growls'  as- 
sociations in  New  Zealand,  which  really  have  Iftcome  very  popular, 
and  it  seems  that  tins  Combined  Buyers  {Ltd.)'Hiight  become  a  very 
successful  organization'  through '■  whidr'  American  manufacturers 
might  find  a  good  market.  The  headquarters  of  this  combine  is 
located  at  Wellington. 
Opetations  of  tke  farmers'  Union  Trading  Co.  of  Auckland. 

The  Farmers'  Union  Trading  Co.,  of  Auckland,  has  just  held  its 
annual  meeting  known  as  "  Farmers'  Week  "  in  Auckland,  and  has 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  £100,000  ($486,650)  to  £600,000 
($2,919,900)  by  the  creation  of  200,000  additional  ordinary  shares 
of  £1  ($4.87)  each,  and  300,000  preference  shares  at  £1  ($4.87)  each. 

During  the  past  year  the  shareholders  of  this  company  incresGed 
from  244  to  3,027.  The  business  of  the  company  is  increasing  rapidly 
and  almost  entirely  among  farmers  in  the  Auckland  Provmce,  and 
seems  to  be  a  very  promising  institution. 

This  company  has  just  consolidated  with  the  Mail  Order  House 
Laidlaw  Leeds,  that  has  been  doing  a  very  successful  and  increasing 
business  in  this  part  of  New  Zealand.  This  will  make  an  exceed- 
ingly strong  combination,  and  will  be  one  of  the  important  com- 
mercial factors  in  this  section. 


BBAZniAN  FIBK  STABTS  FEABL-BUTTON  UAHUFACTUBE. 

[Vice  Consul  Bichard  P.  Homeen,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  June  B.] 

The  innumerable  difficulties  that  have  arisen  in  Brazil  in  conse- 
quence of  the  European  war  are  gradually  producing  a  development 
of  national  industries  without  precedent.  An  exampTo  may  be  found 
in  Porto  Alegre,  State  of  Kio  Grande  do  Sul,  Brazil,  where  the 
Fabrique  de  Bas  (hosiery  factory) ,  situated  in  the  suburb  of  Nave- 
gantes  has  established  in  its  shops  a  section  devoted  to.  the  manufac- 
ture of  buttons.  Ecstrictions  on  importations,  which  have  particu- 
larly affected  the  market  in  pearl  buttons,  led  the  firm  to  undertake 
the  manufacture  of  its  own  supplj,  and  it  adopted  the  process  ori^- 
nated  by  Mr.  F.  Vohralik. 

Mr.  Vohralik,  in  examining  the  shells  found  in  large  numbers  in 
tlio  rivers  near  the  factory,  conceived  the  idea  of  making  a  small 
button  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  satisfactory  resulL  He  then 
submitted  his  process  to  the  m.inagcment  of  the  factoryj  which  imme- 
diately adopted  it  and  began  producing  buttons  in  sufficient  quantities 
to  meet  its  own  needs.  The  industry  is  now  in  full  swing.  Witii 
a  very  small  outfit,  two  men  produce  daily  more  than  10  gross  of  but- 
tons of  different  sizes  and  styles. 

Three  types  are  manufactured,  (1)  small  size,  with  two  thread 
holes ;  (2)  medium  size,  with  fffur  tbread  holes  and  ornamented  edge; 
(8)  large  size,  of  the  same  style  as  the  medium  size.  These  buttons 
are  in  all  respects  like  those  of  foreign  make ;  they  are  li^t,  very 
resistant,  and  of  a  beautiful  pearl  color.  The  new  industry  is  gradu- 
;  ally  being  developed  to  meet  local  needs. 
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ITEMMtEAIAiri)  COKSTEITCTIOir  KOIES. 

[CousDl  ^euetal  Alfred  A.  Wlnetow,  Auckland,  June  10.] 

A  new  school  holding  is  being  erected  at  Ashburton  by  Messrs, 
Smith  Bros.,  of  tlwt  city,  at  a  t<ital  cost. of  $:i6,625.  The  external 
dimensions  of  the  buildiiig  are-7G  by  l&0"ieet.  It  is  to  be  of  brick, 
with  slate  roof,  Mr.  C.  Porter,  of  Timaru,  is  the  architect  in  charge. 
Bew  Warebonie  for  Aackland, 

The  firm  of  Shaw,  Savill,  and  Albion  Co.  is  erecting  a  Urge  rein-  - 
forced  concrete  warehouse  in  Auckland,  at  a  cost  of  $126,468  in  order 
to  take  care  of  the  large  increase  in  freight  offered  at  this  port.  The 
structure  is  to  be  built  as  completely  as  possible  of  concrete,  owing  to 
the  high  cost  of  iron,  steel,  and  lumber.  The  contractor  is  Mr.  0.  H. 
Edwards,  of  Auckland,  and  Messrs.  Chilwell  and  Ti-fjvithick,  of  this 
city,  are  the  architects.  The  warehouse  is  expected  to  be  completed 
within  12  months. 
Hew  Zealand  iBsttrance  Cd.'b  BuIldiiiK. 

The  large  office  building  for  the  New  Zealand  Insurance  Co.  has 
been  competed,  and  is  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  office  buildings  in 
this  Dominion.  It  covers  an  area  of  12,800  square  feet,  with  a  front- 
age of  over  65  feet  on  the  principal  street  of  the  city.  The  building 
is  eight  stories  high,  with  the  eaves  104  feet  from  the  walk.  It  is 
strictly  fireproof,  and  furnishes  a  large  number  of  up-to-date  office 
rooms  all  supplied  with  good  light. 
Xew  Fertiliser  Works  at  Anokland. 

The  New  Zealand  Farmers'  Fertilizer  Co.  (Ltd.)  is  erecting  a  fer- 
tilizer plant  neat  Auckland  that  is  expected  to  cost  about  $1,250,000, 
with  an  annual  capacity  of  60,000  tons  of  high-grade  fertilizer.  Mr. 
Henry  E.  White,  of  Auckland,  is  the  architect,  and  the  plant  is  being 
built  by  the  company,  with  Mr.  S.  I.  Crookes  as  engineer.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  machinery  for  this  plant,  costing  nearly 
$100,000,  was  selected  in  the  United  States  by  two  representatives  of 
the  company. 

CSEATIOR  OP  AITSTBAIIAN  BOABD  OF  TBASE. 
IWeekl7  BnUetln.  Canadian  Departmeot  nt  Trade  and  Cammeice,  Otlana,  3a\y  1.) 
The  creation  of  the  Australian  Board  of  Trade  was  recently  an- 
nounced. The  president  is  the  Minister  for  Trade  and  Customs,  who 
is  supported  by  two  assistant  ministers,  while  there  is  one  representa- 
time  of  manufacturers  and  another  for  merchants  or  importers.  Vast 
administrative  duties  in  connection  with  commercial  matters  which 
had  been  thrust  upon  the  Government  owing  to  the  war — hitherto 
undertaken  by  various  departments — will  in  future  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  conjunction  with  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Customs.  It  is  recognized  that  the  operations  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  affect  the  interests  of  producers,  exporters,  and  im- 
porters, and  it  is  announced  that  political  interference  with  business 
would  be  reduced  to  the  minimum  consistent  with  public  interest 
Through  the  advent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
Commonwealth  Government  will  appoint  (at  no  distant  date)  trade 
*  saoners  for  duty  in  various  parts  of  the  world.         ,  -  i 
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PREFECT'S  REPOST  OIT  CONDITIOHS  IH  R^  DE  JANEIRO. 

(Vice  Cousnl  Richard  P.  Manis«D.  Elo  fle  Janclto,  B*|ztl,  June  T.] 

The  prefect  of  the  Federal' District  of  Brazil  iwcsented  to  the  city 
council  on  June  1,  1918,  his  annual  report  on  municipal  conditions, 
the  most  noteworthy  items  of  which  are  presented  herewitli. 

The  cost  of  living  in  the  Federal  District  has  become  increadnriy 
high  since  the  beginning  of  the  European  war.  A  special  commis- 
sion appointed  to  study  the  situation  made  reports  both  to  tiie  Fed- 
eral Government  and  to  the  city  couocil,  but  the  results  of  th^ 
recommendations  have  not  as  yet  become  evident. 

With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  products,  such  as  onions,  potatoes, 
bacon,  and  jerked  beef,  most  of  the  principal  articles,  both  of  domes- 
tic and  of  for^gn  production,  have  increased  considerably  in  price 
during  the  last  five  years.  In  comparison  with  the  average  prices 
that  prevailed  in  1913  the  percentages  of  increase  on  certain  staples 
of  domestic  production  in  1917  are  as  follows:  Peanuts,  4C  per  cent; 
rice,  44.1  per  cent;  sugar,  70,2  per  cent;  lard,  transported  by  rail, 
14.4  per  cent;  lard,  transported  by  steamer,  31.9  per  cent;  pork, 

19.2  per  cent;  mandioca  flour,  95.6  per  cent;  beans,  25.2  per  cent; 
butter,  transported  by  railway,  16.8  per  cent;  butter,  transported  by 
steamer,  98.8  per  cent;  herva  matte,  3.5  per  cent;  tapioca,  167,9  per 
cent;  starch,  137,7  per  cent;  and  jerked  beef  (maximum  quotation), 

60.3  per  cent. 

Tlie  same  comparison  made  with  imported  products  shows  the  fol- 
lowing percentages  of  increase  in  price  from  1913  to  1917:  Eice,  85.8 
per  cent;  olive  oil,  74.1  per  cent;  «)dfisli,  109.2  per  cent;  lard,  50  per 
cent;  onions,  60.3  per  cent;  wheat  flour,  198.9  per  cent;  beans,  14^,9 
per  cent ;  kerosene,  118  per  cent ;  condensed  milk,  56.8  per  cent ;  corn, 
104,4  per  cent ;  wheat,  267,9  per  cent ;  and  jerked  beef,  56.6  per  cent. 
Municipal  Tinanoes. 

In  January,  1917,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  city  administra- 
tion, the  municipal  treasury  showed  a  deficit  of  about  26,000.000 
milreis  (about  $6,500,000  in  American  currency). 

To  cover  this  deficit  tlie  city  council  on  July  25.  1917,  authorized 
the  issuance  of  130,000  bonds  of  200  milreis  each  (about  $90),  bear- 
ing interest  at  6  per  cent  and  maturing  in  1967.  The  total  amount 
of  this  internal  loan  was  26,000,000  milreis  (about  $6,500,000). 

The  total  receipts  for  the  year  1917  amounted  to  41,028,525  milreis 
(about  $10,257^31),  and  tlie  expenditures  to  53,615,987  milrm 
(about  $13,403,997),  leaving  a  deficit  of  12,587,462  milreis  (about 
$3,146,866).  This  deficit,  however,  witli  the  exception  of  2,697^695 
milreis  (about  $674,424),  represents  tlic  unpaid  debt  of  the  previous 
administrations. 
TaniU  Devoted  to  EdnnUtn, 

It  is  estimated  by  the  Prefect  of  the  Federal  District  that  about 
one-quarter  of  the  municipal  funds  is  devoted  to  education.  The  sum 
expended  monthly  on  each  student  in  the  various  professioiul 
schools  in  American  currency  is  as  follows :  Joao  Alfredo  Institute, 
^7.50 ;  Orsina  da  Fonseca  Institute  (these  figures  include  board  and 
lodging),  $16;  Orsina  da  Fonseca  Institute,  $6.90;  Bivadavia  CamA 
School,  $6.60;  Bento  Kibeiro  School,  $21.50;  Yiacoode  le  Mnift 
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Scbool,   $15.90;    Souza  Aguiar   School,   $17.50;    Alvaro    Baptista. 
School,  $40. 

Primary  education  is  conducted  in  the  follo'wing  schools :  2  kinder- 
gartens, 842  day  schools,  of  which  25  are  also  elementary,  and  71 
night  schools.  In  1917  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  day 
schools  was  79,016,  as  compared  with  73,698  in  the  preceding  year. 
In  the  same  year  night  schools  were  attended  by  9,710  pupils,  as 
compared  with  9,966  m  1916.  Matriculation  at  the  normal  school  at 
pr^ent  is  878  students,  of  whom  58  are  men  and  820  women.  In 
1917  the  number  of  students  enrolled  in  professional  schools  for  men 
was  902;  in  those  for  women  1,321. 

Among  the  educational  improvements  contemplated  are  the  follow- 
ing: To  construct  more  school  houses;  to  increase  the  facilities  for 
medical  treatment  of  school  children ;  to  give  semester  examinations 
for  promotion  in  the  primary  schools;  to  build  manual-training 
■workshops  and  to  lay  out  gardens  in  conjunction  with  these  where 
possible ;  to  construct  movaUe  wooden  schoolhousea  in  districts  where 
there  are  at  present  no  other  educational  facilities;  and  to  construct . 
new  professional  schools  and  to  equip  the  existing  ones  more  com- 
pletely. 
Highways  Vider  CoiutnteUoB. 

As  an  integral  part  of  its  plans  for  the  development  of  agriculture 
in  the  Federal  District  of  Brazil  the  present  administratiwi  has 
sought  to  facilitate  the  transportation  of  products  by  the  construc- 
tion of  highways  to  remote  points  in  the  rural  sections  of  the  district. 

To  this  end  nine  new  highways  leading  to  the  extreme  boundaries 
of  the  Federal  District  are  under  constniction  and  will  be  finished 
by  the  end  of  the  present  year.  These  roads  aggregate  over  30  kilo- 
meters (nbout  20  miles)  in  length,  and  it  is  expected  that  not  only 
will  they  result  in  a  greater  expansion  of  agricultural  activity  and 
a  higher  valuation  of  farm  lands,  but  that  they  will  also  stimulate 
otber  industries. 
XnUding  Operations  In  tbe  Federal  District. 

In  1917  1,272  buildings  were  constnicted  in  the  Federal  District, 
yielding  in  taxes  520,425  miireis  (about  $130J^06),  and  during  the 
first  four  months  of  the  current  year  232  buildings  have  been  con- 
structed, which  netted  130,248  miireis  (about  $32,562)  to  the 
municipality. 

In  his  report  the  Prefect  emphasizes  the  need  of  immediate  legis- 
lation governing  the  construction  of  buildings  in  order  that  sanitary 
conditions  may  be  improved.  In  lieu  of  adequate  regulations  at 
present  the  Prafect  himself  is  called  upon  daily  to  decide  questions 
of  this  nature. 
XastmotioBj  In  AKi^cnltim. 

In  Booordance  with  Decree  Xo.  1^183  of  January  3, 1918,  four  agri- 
cultural stations  have  been  established  in  the  Federal  District — at 
Deodoro,  Taquanij  Campo  Grande,  and  the  Saco  Fazenda.  The 
work  of  these  stations  comprises  instruction  in  the  following  lines: 
The  moantiug  and  use  of  agricultural  machinery ;  the  care  of  draft 
uumals;  tb«  pr^aration  and  fertilization  of  the  soil;  tbe  grafting 
dftnea;  and  uie  methods  for  the  destruction  of  ants. 

^,ooglc 
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In  connection  with  each  station  there  arc  gardens  for  the  culture 
of  plants,  which  are  to  be  distributed  free  to  farmers  or  at  a  low 
coat  when  a  large  quantity  is  requested. 

Among  the  improvements  that  need  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of 
farmers  are  those  of  the  disinfection  of  stagnant  pools  and  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  in  the  rivers  of  the  Federal  District. 

Most  of  the  obstructed  rivers  flow  through  the  property  of  land- 
holders who  have  no  interest  in  the  public  welfare  but  are  waiting 
for  the  Government  to  Improve  the  condition  of  their  lands,  whic^ 
in  the  meantime,  have  been  neglected,  especially  in  regard  to  sani- 
tation. The  prefect  emphasizes  the  need  of  legislation  to  force  these 
landholders,  under  pain  of  heavy  penalties,  to  remedy  the  unhealthy 
conditions  i)revailing  on  their  farms  by  removing  obstructions  from 
the  rivers,  disinfecting  stagnant  pools,  and  in  general  trausformiog 
their  unsanitary  lands  into  fertile  farms. 


HOTIOH-PICTUSE  SITUATIOH  IN  HOHGKONG. 

-   [Consal  A.  B.  CarlrtoD,  detailed  as  vice  ccdsuI  at  BoDckons,  Britlib  Cblua.  Uaj  ZS.] 

The  experience  during  the  past  three  or  four  years  in  motion  pic- 
tures in  Hongkong,  and  So«th  China  generally,  appears  to  be  that 
the  sanguine  expectations  of  some  yeai's  ago  as  to  the  eventual  suc- 
cessful exploitation  of  this  class  of  entertainment  has  not  been  wholly 
realized.  Hongkong  companies  are  said  not  to  have  been  making 
money,  and  the  reason  assigned  is  the  high  price  of  the  films. 

Films  are  costing  too  much,  it  is  claimed,  and-theat«r  proprietors 
are  unable  to  charge  prices  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  the  fihna 
and  still  within  the  spending  power  of  the  Chinese.  These  films  have 
always  been  imported  at  a  high  price,  comparatively  speaking,  and  it 
is  not  thought  that  the  present  war  has  any  particular  bearing  on  the 
prices  whether  for  new  or  for  second-hand  reels.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  reach  any  measure  of  success  in  commercial  or  propaganda  work 
or  as  a  pure  entertainment  feature  the  prices  of  films  must  be  lowered, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  theater  people. 
Film  Prices  Too  Rlgh. 

The  largest  theater  in  Hongkong,  the  Victoria,  caters  to  European 
patronage,  but  it  is  the  orchestra  and  the  engagement  of  traveling 
vaudeville  performers  that  keep  the  theater  going.  American  manu- 
facturers and  handlers  of  films  nelieve  that  the  theaters  in  Hongkong 
should  pay  the  same  price  that  a  city  of  similar  size  in  the  United 
States  pays,  not  appreciating  the  fact  that  four-fifths  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city  are  Chinese  and  that  the  great  majority  of  these  are 
unable  to  attend  these  shows  as  the  prices  are  beyond  their  reach. 
The  American  producers  must  take  this  point  into  consideration  and 
reduce  the  rates  to  Hongkong  theater,  otherwise  there  will  never  be 
an  extensive  trade  here.  The  field  is  assuredly  a.  good  one  in  the  line 
of  detective,  war,  and  comedy  series  if  the  admission  prices  are  within 
the  reach  of  the  average  Chinese. 

Besides  the  Victoria,  the  Hongkong,  and  the  Bijou  Theaters  cater 
to  the  foreign  population  here,  and  there  are  four  cinematographs 
that  serve  the  native  population.  All  the  films  shown  at  the  native 
theaters  are  second-hand  ones  imported  from  Manila  after  having 
been  shown  there.    The  prices  of  admission  are :  European  theaters-^ 
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first  performance  (7  p.  m.)  $0.10,  $0.20,  and  $0.30  Hongkong  cur- 
rency [the  Hongkong  dollar  is  worth  $0.78  17.  S.  gold  at  present  ex- 
change], second  performance  (9.15  p.  m.)  $0.30,  $0.50,  $0,80,  to  $1.20 
Hongkong  currency;  Chinese  theaters,  both  performances,  $0.10, 
$0.20,  and  $0,30  Hongkong  currency.  Several  traveling  shows  have 
visited  Hongkong,  but  all  nave  lost  money. 

There  are  no  firms  or  individuals  engaged  in  the  production  of  mo- 
tion pictures  In  this  consular  district.  An  attempt  made  two  years 
ago  by  an  American  backed  by  a  Chinese  company  to  produce  films 
locally  failed ;  it  cost  too  much  to  produce  them,  and,  besides,  tiie 
Chinese  must  bo  educated  in  this  "  profession  "  betore  success  can  be 
attained. 


F0KECA8T  OF  GREEK  CWRAST  CHOP. 

[CoDEHl  A.  B.  Cooke.  Patras,  Jane  4 ;  auppIementlnK  cBblcgram  pnbllsbcd  In  CouHEBca 
Bbi>obts  for  June  T.  J 

All  indications  to  date  point  to  a  heavy  currant  crop  for  the  com- 
ing year  191&-ld.  Weather  conditions  have  been  favorable,  and  but 
little  peronospora  or  oidium  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  vine- 
yards. Unless  unfavorable  conditions  set  in  between  now  and  the 
harvest  time,  which  is  the  latter  part  of  August,  a  record  crop  may 
be  expected. 

Stocks  carried  over  from  last  season  amount  to  about  40,000  tons 
of  fruit,  which  is  practically  all  reported  to  be  of  good  quality. 

The  market  is  sluggish  owing  to  the  practical  inability  of  mer- 
chants to  export,  and  but  few  operations  are  recorded.  Prices  are 
low.  Beal  Amalias  fruit,  for  instance,  which  was  quoted  in  Decem- 
ber and  January  last  as  high  as  420  drachmas  per  miUe  ($78  per 
1,000  pounds^ ,  is  now  offerea  on  tlie  domestic  market  at  260  drachmas 
per  mille  ($48  per  1,000  pounds).  There  are  no  current  quotations 
for  the  foreign  markets,  as  no  tonnage  is  at  pi'esent  available,  and 
Ehippers  are  unable  to  secure  stable  freight  and  insurance  quotation 
rates. 

I^cial  Beports  Compiled  by  Bureau. 
Statistics  have  recently  been  compiled  fay  the  Division  of  Research 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  on  the  following 
subjects:  Imports  of  lumber  into  Spain  during  1912-1916,  into  Italy 
during  1912-1916,  and  into  Portugal  during  1912-1914;  imports  of 
electrical  machinery  and  allied  equipment  into  British  India,  1914- 
1917;  Mid  imports  of  typewriters,  calculating  machines,  cash  regis- 
ters, and  their  detached  parts  into  France  in  1913  (all  the  articles 
mentioned  are  included  in  one  class  in  French  statistics). 


DEyEIOFMEHT  OF  ASGEBIIIIE  INStTSTKIES. 

ICmuoerctal  Attach^  Robert  S.  Barrett,  Bu<?nos  Aires,] 

In  CoitMEBCE  Rep^its  of  April  17,  1918,  was  published  an  article 
frc»n  Consul  General  W,  Henry  Robertson  at  Buenos  Aires  giving 
an  abstract  of  the  census  of  1913,  which  hns  recently  been  issued,  in 
reference  to  the  development  of  Aj-gentine  industries.  In  the  follow- 
ing table  is  shown  a  more  complete  statement  of  the  industries  of  the 
Coaatry  as  shown  by  the  census,  with  the  number  of  establishments, 
capital  invested,  total  production,  raw  material  consumed,  horse- 
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power  used,  and  number  of  persons  employed.  The  values  in  Argen. 
tine  paper  currency  have  been  converted  into  United  States  currency 
at  the  rate  of  42.5  cents. 
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The  census  of  1918  was  the  first  complete  survey  of  Argentine 
industries  that  has  ever  been  made.  In  1895  a  partial  census  was 
made  which  showed  that  the  number  of  establishments  at  that  time 
was  2-2,114. 

Since  the  statistics  for  the  1913  census  were  secured  there  has 
been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments in  the  country.    Many  articles  that  were  formerly  imported 


C0U2IBRCB  KEF0BT3. 


221 


from  abroad  and  which  can  not  now  be  obtained  arc  now  m»de 
locally,  and  the  high  prices  for  foreign-made  goods  in  the  countries 
.where  they  are  produced  together  with  the  exorbitant  freight  rates 
lave  made  the  manufacture  of  these  articles  in  Argentina  very  profit- 
aUe. 


CAFADIAH  CAinrED  (HMDS  IHF0RT8. 

[Consn]  Felix  S.  8.  Johnaon,  KInEstan,  Ontario,  Julr  0.] 

Canada's  importations  of  canned  products  during  the  past  three 
fears  show  a  gradual  increase  as  shown  by  the  following  figures  of 
UDPOfts  of  canned  fruits,  jwns,  jellies,  preserves,  and  canned  v^e- 
tebles  for  the  years  ending  Mai^ch  31, 1916,  1917,  and  1918.  Most  of 
these  goods  are  imported  from  the  United  States : 
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BRITISH  COAI  PRICES  RAISED. 

[Conml  Rois  R  SoUdaj,  HanctaeBter.  Ba^and.  June  25.] 

According  to  the  Manchester  Guardian  the  British  Board  of  Trada 
has  made  an  order  increasing  the  price  of  all  coal  as  from  June  24, 
1918.  The  amount  of  the  increase  is  CO  cents  per  long  ton  (ton= 
2^40  pounds),  except  in  the  case  of  shipments  to  France  and  Italy, 
in  which  cases  the  amount  of  the  increase  is  $1.20  per  ton,  the  addi- 
tional 60  cents  in  these  cases  corresponding  to  the  war  wage  advance 
of  60  cents  per  ton  that  was  not  applied  to  shipments  to  France  and 
Italy  in  October  last.  The  advance  corresponds  to  increases  in  the 
costs  of  working  at  the  collieries  in  respect  of  which  no  increase  has 
been  made  (except  in  South  Wales  and  Monmouth  and  the  Forest  of 
Dean)  since  prices  were  limited  by  the  frice  of  Coal  (Limitation) 
Act  in  July,  1915.  The  order  provides  that  where  the  price  under 
any  contract  is  advanced  under  its  provisions  the  prices  under  sub- 
adiary  contracts  shall  be  increased  by  the  same  amount.  The  ad- 
vance in  colliery  prices  entails  a  corresponding  one  in  retail  prices. 


OniCES  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  EOREION  AND  DOMESTIC  COUUERCE. 
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AKCIENI  FEBUTIAN  TEXTILE  DESIGNS. 

tBrlUsh  and  Latin  American  Trade  Goiette,  London,  MaT.] 

One  of  the  most  interesting  movements  in  the  textile-factory  world 
is  the  adoption  of  the  ancient  designs  of  Peru.  Those  who  havo 
traveled  in  the  land  of  the  Incas  and  have  been  privileged  to  see 
something  of  their  old  civilization  must  have  been  impressed  with 
the  multiplicity  and  beauty  of  their  artistic  designs,  still  preserved 
in  almost  their  pristine  beauty  on  the  walls  of  their  ruined  buildings 
and  in  the  remnants  of  cloths  woven  in  the  days  of  long  ago.  It  is 
quite  possible  to  recognize  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  textile  fabrics 
which  the  ancients  wove  with  the  most  primitive  implements.  The 
elegance  and  harmony  of  the  designs  have  appealed  with  so  much 
force  to  certain  manufacturers  in,  the  United  States  that  some  of 
the  leading  cotton  m-inters  have  adopted  them  as  their  patterns  for 
the  coming  year.  There  is  no  question  that  when  produced  thes6 
prints  will  enjoy  an  immense  vogue,  and  not  in  Latin  America  only. 
They  are  bound  to  appeal  with  equal  force  to  customers  of  the  Old 
iWorld,  and  thus  British  mills  might  with  advantage  take  note  of  an 
innovation  which  is  probably  destined  to  have  the  influence  of  a 
revolution. 
Collection  ot  Inca  Detigns  In  United  Statei. 

The  advantage  pos.sessed  by  our  North  American  rivals  in  the 
South  Americfin  cotton-print  market  lies  principally  in  the  fact  that 
they  have  in  their  museums  a  number  of  excellent  specimens  of  the 
original  Inca  designs,  while  the  American  School  of  Design,  which 
has  taken  up  with  enthusiasm  the  idea  of  adopting  them,  has  for 
some  time  past  been  forming  as  complete  a  collection  of  the  patterns 
as  it  has  been  possible  to  get  together,  with  the  result  that  the  coming 
season  is  likely  to  see  the  production  of  a  number  of  really  beautiful 
designs.  There  exists  no  reason  why  British  manufacturers  should 
not  enjoy  similar  privileges.  Copies  of  the  Peruvian  fabric  designs 
can  be  obtained  and  their  colors  reproduced  with  fidelity. 
PHnting  K«thodi — Talne  of  DeslEDi, 

The  ancients  of  Peru,  by  a  curious  coincidence — for  there  could 
not  possibly  have  been  any.  intercourse  with  their  contemporaries  in 
India  and  Egypt — seem  to  have  used  much  the  same  kind  of  processes 
in  printing  their  designs  upon  the  fabrics  they  manufactured.  Both 
Heredotus  and  Pliny,  among  early  historians,  have-told  us  about 
the  cloths  of  vegetable  fiber  made  by  the  ancients;  but  in  all  likeli- 
hood the  fabrics  of  the  Peruvians  were  of  even  a  more  remote  date. 
In  some  respects  the  methods  of  to-day  bear  strong  resemblance  to 
the  older  practice.  I'he  chief  difference  consists  in  the  patterns  now 
being  engraved  upon  copper  rollei-s  and  several  colors  being  printed 
at  one  time.  Just  as  to-day  the  coloring  matter  of  dyes  is  not  affixed 
by  merely  printing  it  on  the  material  but  is  secured  by  means  of 
a  substance  known  as  mordant,  so  did  the  Peruvians  make  use  of  a 
property  which  caused  the  dye  to  adliere  and  to  witlistand  a  test  of 
thousands  of  years'  wear  and  tear. 

Experts  have  declared  that  in  the  direction  of  technical  and 
artistic  value  the  designs  in  question  have  no  equal.  They  must 
undoubtedly  have  been  wholly  original,  and  could  have  owed  their 
,  inception  to  no  outside  influences.     The  very  isolation  of  the  huge 
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Pemvian  Empire,  anterior  to  the  inva^OQ  of  the  Spaniards,  shows 
that  the  people  must  have  been  dependent  entirely  upon  their  own 
efforts  and  creative  genius.  The  existing  examples  of  their  fabrics 
show  a  wide  range,  from  the  crudest  to  the  finest  of  woven  wet^, 
composed  of  tlie  most  delicate  filaments  that  human  hands  have 
probably  ever  fashioned,  while  the  enduring  quality  of  their  handi- 
work has  been  abundantly  proved. 
BzhlblUOB  ot  Ttttlpu. 

The  fact  that  the  idea  of  using  these  singularly  attractive  designs 
for  cotton  prints,  destined  alike  for  the  markets  of  the  Old  and  the 
New  World,  has  caught  on  "  is  proved  by  the  knowledge  that  in  re- 
sponse to  an  offer  of  competitive  designs  made  by  some  North  Ameri- 
can cotton  mills,  no  fewer  than  1,000  separate  drawings,  among  them 
being  some  exquisite  examples,  have  been  sent  in.  These  drawings  have 
been  on  public  exhibitions  and  appear  to  have  attracted  an  immense 
amount  of  attention  and  almost  universal  approval.  Moreover,  these 
very  novel  designs  have  made  their  appearance  at  a  very  propitious 
time,  since,  owing  to  the  war,  it  has  proved  imjiracticable  for  the 
great  textile  industry  to  secure  decorative  suggestions  from  the  cus- 
tomary sources.  Not  only  have  the  ancient  Peruvian  designs  been 
adopted  for  cotton  prints,  but  a  number  have  been  or  will  be  used 
upon  silk  materials  and  for  ribbons,  etc.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
modem  photography  and  machinery  will  be  enabled  to  do  full  jus- 
tice to  the  charming  schemes  of  drawing  and  color  that  distinguish 
these  long-concealed  and  completely  forgotten  Peruvian  fabrics. 

It  would  seem  that  the  discovery,  which  is  bound  to  lead  to  such 
far-reaching  results,  comprises  some  thousands  of  pieces  of  cloth  re- 
splendent in  coloring  and  ornamented  with  a  medley  of  designs  as 
beautiful  as  they  are  original.  The  marvelous  technique  shown  hj  the 
untrained  but  highly  gifted  artists  has  occasion^  astonisliment 
among  the  mill  owners  of  North  America,  although  those  who  liave 
traveled  in  Peru,  especially  to  Cuzco  and  in  Mexico — perhaps  to 
the  ruins  of  MitJa — would  feel  no  such  surprise,  having  seen  the 
almost  unlimited  range  of  designs  which  the  remnants  of  the  vast 
buildings  therein  still  bear  upon  their  shattered  walls,  over  their 
moldering  doorways,  and  even  (in  this  case  resembling  the  Egyp- 
tian temples  and  royal  tombs  of  Erfu)  in  underground  passages 
where  the  light  of  day  could  never  have  penetrated, 
Deicriptlon  of  Tarions  DeilKni, 

One  design  that  is  now  being  reproduced  and  is  likely  to  prove 
*'  a  good  seller  "  is  taken  from  a  rich  poncho  or  horseman  s  cloak,  in 
shape  not  unlike  the  same  kind  of  garment  that  is  worn  by  most 
cavaliers  in  Spanish  countries  to-day.  The  drawing  is  in  squares, 
and  some  of  these  show  human  figures — greatly  distorted  but  highly 
attractive — animals,  and  geometrical  designs.  Some  of  these  are 
very  intricate  and  will  bear  a  close  and  minute  scrutiny,  while  others 
are  bold  and  daring  in  their  delineation  and  coloring. 

In  regard  to  coloring,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  modern  cotton 
printing  can  excel  them.  The  dyes  employed  are  very  brilliant,  and, 
what  is  more,  ihey  have  retained  their  original  luster  and  radianCT 
to  the  fullest  extent.  The  dyo  used  was  evidently  a  vegetable  prod- 
uct, the  secret  of  which  has  passed  with  the  users.     No  Gobelin 
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tapestry  can  show  such  perfect  coloring  as  scnne  of  these  Peruvian 
productions.  In  another  case  the  design  is  made  up  of  a  repetition 
of  a  single  figure,  but  in  varying  color  combinations.  No  two  fibres 
are  precisely  similar,  yet  each  is  a  perfect  color  combination  in  itself, 
while  the  whole  fabric  is  perfectly  harmonious. 

Yet  a  third  design  is  that  of  an  Inca  warrior  attired  in  a  poncho, 
one  hand  gripping  a  battle-ax,  while  the  other  grasps  by  the  hair 
the  heads  of  his  slain  enemies.  Here,  again,  one  is  reminded  of  the 
pylon  of  Shishank,  the  Pharaoh  of  the  Exodus,  that  is  still  to  be  seen 
by  travelers  in  Eg^pt.  The  same  figure  is  multiplied  repeatedly  in 
varying  colors,  the  units  of  the  design  being  used  as  convenient  forms 
for  the  massing  of  color  rather  than  to  display  any  particular  beauty 
of  line.  Singularly  beautiful  are  the  color  combinations  in  this  de- 
sign, proving  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  knowledge  of  values  was  highly 
developed  among  these  ancient  people.  Very  brilliant  greens  and 
yellows,  reds  and  blues,  upon  brown  and  black  backgrounds,  are  the 
predominant  features  of  those  designs,  and  when  reproduced  upon 
materials  of  cotton  or  silk  they  are  bound  to  attract  the  public  favor, 
ftmalltj  ot  Cloth — Fotib  ol  I»om  TTted. 

Space  will  not  permit  of  any  fuller  description  of  the  drawings 
themselves,  but  the  character  of  the  material  deserves  a  passing 
mention.  Some  of  the  Peruvian  fabrics  contain  nearly  300  weft 
yams  to  each  inch,  and,  as  is  the  case  with  modern  weaving,  the 
quality  of  the  cloth  seems  to  have  been  determined  by  the  number 
of  warp  threads  per  inch,  the  number  of  weft  threads  or  picks  per 
inch,  and  the  diameter  of  counts  of  warp  and  weft  threads.  Diffi- 
culty was  found  in  coimting  the  weft  of  these  fabrics  with  the  ordi- 
nary testing  lens.  It  was  necessary  to  clamp  a  single  inch  of  the 
cloth  upon  a  platform  of  a  dissecting  microscope  and  pick  off  the 
weft  yam  with  a  needle. 

It  IS  astonidiing  to  remember  that  the  fabrics  were  produced  upon 
a  primitive  form  of  loom.  This  consisted  of  two  sticks,  one  at  the 
top  and  the  other  at  the  bottom,  over  which  the  warp  threads  were 
stretched.  About  these  threads  were  the  loops  or  "leashes"  that 
raised  them  for  the  passage  of  the  shuttle,  talcing  the  place  of  the 
heddles  in  the  modem  heald  or  harness.  Several  cross  rods  were 
generally  used  to  keep  the  threads  of  the  warp  in  position,  with  a 
batten  to  drive  home  the  thread  of  the  woof.  Although  this  simple 
apparatus  was  in  universal  use.  and  the  Peruvians  could  have  known 
of  no  other,  the  samples  of  their  wonderful  fabrics  which  have  come 
down  to  us  show  that  many  of  them  contain  three  different  classes  of 
decoration,  the  change  from  one  type  to  another  apparently  being 
under  the  complete  control  of  the  operator. 

ATLANTIC  COAST  USE  TABLES  FOR  1919. 

Atlantic  coast  tide  tables  for  eastern  North  America  for  the  year 
1919  have  been  issued  as  Serial  No.  80  by  the  United  States  doast 
and  Geodetic  Survey.  These  are  reprinted  from  tlie  general  tide 
tables.  Copies  may  be  obtained  at  10  cents  each  from  Sie  agencies 
of  the  survey,  a  list  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  first  number  for 
each  month  of  the  Notice  to  Mariners,  which  is  publislied  weekly  by 
the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  and  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 
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V      .     FORECAST  OF  OUTE  CROP  DT  WESTERH  OSEECE.  , 

■'  ICddsuI  a.  B.  Cooke,  Patma,  Junu  4.] 

Ecports  indicate  that  throughout  the  olive-producing  districts  the 
trees  have  flowered  heavily  and  that  the  young  fruit  has  set  well.  It 
is  too  early  to  make  any  definite  e.stimat«  of  the  coming  crop;  but  if 
the  weather  is  even  fairly  favorable  through  the  summer  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  olive  crop  will  be  considerably  heavier  than  in  1917. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  olive  oil  on  the  domestic  market,  despite 
the  fair  olive  crop  of  1917,  with  consequent  high  prices.  The  ordinary 
grade  of  olive  oil,  which  sold  on  the  wholesale  market  in  1916  for  15 
cents  a  pound  and  in  1917  for  24  cents  a  pound,  is  now  31  cents  a 
pound  wholesale,  and  practically  none  offering. 


ATTSTRALIAN  SHIFHEIITS  OF  SSnniED  BABBITS. 

(CoDBDl  General  J.  t.  Brtttalo,  Sydney,  Jane  S.] 
There  is  general  satisfaction  in  Australia  over  an  order  to  supply 
the  British  Board  of  Trade  with  600,000  crates  of  frozen  skinned 
rabbits.  Previously  rabbits  were  shippe<.l  with  skins  on,  but  con- 
siderable inconvenience  was  experienced  at  hospitals  in  England  and 
France  in  removing  the  skins.  The  rabbits  after  frozen  will  be 
shipped  in  crates  not  containing  leSs  than  60  pounds  net  each,  but 
not  more  thap  36  rabbits  in  each  case.  Shipping  the  rabbits  skinned 
has  caused  considerable  speculation  as  to  how  to  dispose  of  the  skins. 
Tliere  is  a  ready  market  in  the  United  States  for  the  fur  for  hat 
making,  but  tonnage  is  difficult  to  find,  and  American  importers' 
licenses  must  also  be  obtained  in  America.  Each  bale  of  rabbit  skins 
weighs  about  500  pounds  and  contains  about  3,000  skins. 

Vo  trosble  to  bnr,  cheap,  ooDTenlctit,  a  real  Investment — War  SavltiK  Btampi. 
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L£ATH£a  AHB  SHOE  TEADE  07  LEEDS. 

[Consul  Pttcival  Gaiwett,  Uifdt.  Kngiand,  Jrnii-  21.] 

Much  uncertainty  still  exists  in  trade  circles  respecting  the  leather 
market,  says  the  Yorkshire  Evoning  Post.  Fi-esh  instructions  have 
keen  issued  by  the  Raw  Materials  Department  this  week  regarding 
the  prospective  release  of  bonds  for  wiir-time  boots.  It  is  thought 
possible  now  that  a  fairly  large  distribution  of  sole  leather  for  re- 
pairing purposes  will  take  place  next  month.  There  is  no  change  in 
the  position  for  uncontrolled  leathers  which  will  remain  very  scarce. 
Boot  and  shoe  manufacturers  report  business  brisk,  and  most  firms 
have  sufficient  orders  booked  to  keep  factories  running  at  full  pres- 
sure for  some  months.  The  deliveries  of  wai'-time  and  ordinary 
civilian  goods  are  considerably  delayed. 


BUmCA  WOLFBAM  OUTPUT  FOE  1917. 

(CoDmt  LawrcDce  P.  Brl^s,  Rangaon,  Bnmia.  India.) 

A  semiofficial  statement  m  the  Rangoon  Times  places  the  wolfram 
output  of  the  Tavoy  district  of  Burma  at  3,652  tons  for  1917,  against 
3,036  tons  in  1916  and  2,115  tons  in  1915.  The  Tavoy  district  pro- 
duces 80  to  90  per  cent  of  the  wolfram  produced  in  Burma. 


SESALE  OF  UEBCHAITDISE  FUBCHASES  BT  NONBESIDEKI  ALIENS. 

It  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  tho  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  that  forei^  companies  or  nonresident  aliens 
have  in  many  cases  given  instructions  to  manufacturers  and  exporters 
in  this  country  to  seU  here  merchandise  which  they  had  purchased  for 
importation  into  foreign  countries.  These  instructions  have  resulted 
in  some  cases  from  the  fact  that  export  licenses  have  not  been  obtain- 
able and  in  other  cases  because  it  proved  mopp  j)i^-(3fitable  to  sell  the 
goods  here  than  abroad. 

Tile  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  has  advised  tho  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  connection  with  tlieso  trans- 
actions as  follows: 

Foreign  corporations  or  aooresldcDt  aliens  are  liable  to  tasatlon  under  tbe 
fict  of  September  8,  1910,  as  amended  by  the  act  of  October  3,  1917,  on  the  In- 
come derived  from  goods  purchased  In  the  United  States  and  resold  therein,  not 
only  when  they  maintain  a  regular  course  of  Bttch  dealing,  but  In  relation  to 
Isolated  transBctionB  as  welL 

It  would  seem  that  manufacturers  and  exporters  before  accepting 
instructions  from  abroad  to  sell  here  goods  purchased  for  export 
should  make  sure  that  the  owner  of  the  goods  is  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  profits  derived  from  such  resale  arc  subject  to  taxation. 


Large  Enn  of  Shad  in  Hudson  Eiver. 
There  was  an  unusually  large  run  of  shad  in  the  Hudson  River  the 
past  season,  the  nimiber  taken  in  1918  being  67,403,  or  234,602  pounds, 
valued  at  $48,184  to  the  fishermen,  representing  increases  over  the 
1917  figures  of  4G0  per  cent,  440  per  cent,  and  630  per  cent,  respec- 
tively. There  was  also  an  increase  in  1918  over  the  previous  year  of 
78  fishermen,  and  in  ftaliing  apparatus  of  57  gill  nets  and  2  semes. 
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BEW  TOO ATIOHAL  TRAIHINO  SCHOOL  AT  BOBHEAUZ. 

IVlM  Coual  Ai«l  D.  Beeler,  Boraeani,  FniiM,  Jane  21.1 

The  authorities  of  the  city  of  Bordeaux  and  the  Department  of  the 
Gironde  recently  accepted  the  offer  of  the  National  Government, 
through  the  Ministry  of  Ck)mmerce,  to  establish  at  Bordeaux,  for  the 
'  henefit  of  the  entire  Southwest  of  France,  a  national  vocational  train- 
ing or  trades  school  (Ecole  Rationale  d'artset  metiers). 

According  to  the  plan  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce,  the  total  cost 
of  the  creation  of  the  new  school  will  "be  6,000,000  francs  (roughly 
$1,200,000),  excluding  the  value  of  the  land  upon  which  it  is  to  be 
located.  Of  this  total  the  Ministry  will  furnish  three-fourths,  and 
the  other  fourth  has  been  divided  as  follows :  the  General  Council  of 
the  Gironde  appropriates  375,000  francs  ($75,000),  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Bordeaux  500,000  francs  ($100,000) ,  and  the  Municipal 
Council  for  the  City  of  Bordeaux  gives  023,000  francs  ($lii5,000)  and 
donates  a  site  known  as  the  Domaine  de  Carreire  for  the  use  of  the 
nev  institution. 

This  is  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  endowed  by  the  State  in 
southwestern  France. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOE  THE  COHSERVATION  OF  FUEL. 

Secretan'  R«dfield  makes  the  following  suggestions  (o  the  em- 
ployees of  the  Department  of  Commerce  in  the  interest  of  the 
economical  use  of  coal  and  the  use  of  other  available  fuels  as  a  sub- 
Etitute : 
To  the  etnpioyeei  of  the  Department  of  Commerce; 

A  fii^nilly  talk  about  coal.  Thla  does  not  apply  to  (hose  who  hnvc  no  heat- 
ing ai^Hiratus  unUer  their  cotitrol,-  but  It  may  upiily  to  all  wlio  have  such  np- 
pllonces. 

May  not  each  of  ua  be  his  own  fuel  administrator?  None  of  us  wont  to  be 
raid  next  winter,  but  what  are  we  ourselves  doiag  to  prevent  it? 

Sappose  we  ask  ourselves  a  few  simple  qiieatioiii'.  IJ<)  we  so  understand  the 
famtice  Id  our  house  that  we  know  It  Is  rIvIuk  the  moKt  lieiit  for  the  least 
fuel?  Have  we  made  a  study  of  the  art  (for  It  Is  an  art)  of  IlrinK  n  furnace? 
Is  the  furnace  kept  clean  from  beKlnning  to  end  of  the  season?  We  know,  do 
we  not,  tbat  dust  collected  In  a  furnace  reduces  its  heating  power  and  uses 
more  conl  to  do  Its  work?  If  ttie  heating  apparntus  Is  a  steam  or  hot-wnter 
boiler,  are  the  pipes  covered  near  the  furnace,  wiiere  the  steam  or  water  Is 
hotteet?  Sometimes  for  lack  of  care  to  these  points  the  cellar  Is  heated  flrst 
and  foremost  and  the  house  last  and  least.  Do  we  let  Ihe  house  Bet  hot  and 
then  open  windows  to  cool  It?  That  wastes  coal  which  would  he  saved  by 
clOAlng  BCane  of  the  radiators.  A  study  of  your  heating  system  will  reward 
joa  In  comffirt  and  money. 

Wood  can  be  used  to  tide  over  an  emercency.  Are  you  saving  the  wood  that 
mny  come  Into  your  hou.se  in  one  or  another  way,  and  are  ynu  taklnf;  steps  to 
obtain  wood?  This,  you  know,  is  the  time  when  a  dead  tree  may  he  n  public 
foe  or  a  public  friend.  It  Is  the  latter  If  It  Is  made  avallubte  for  fuel,  hut  he 
who  wastes  wood  or  allows  wood  that  is  only  good  fur  fuel  to  he  wasted  is 
helping  the  enemy  now. 

After  all  the  fuel  problem  Is  largely  up  to  yon  and  me.  It  Is  a  trust  Imposed 
upon  us  to  use  It  wisely  nnd  to  use  every  kind  of  it  that  we  can  make  available. 

Shall  we  not  fry  together  as  a  patriotic  service  to  see  how  far  we  can  make 
It  go  and  how  little  demand  we  con  make  upon  Ihe  country's  stock?  In  so 
doing,  we  would  uphold  the  linuds  of  the  President  and  help  the  Army  and  save 
money  for  ourselvea. 

Wo  tronble  to  bay,  cheap,  couTentent,  a  real  InveEtment — War  Saving  Stamps, 
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aERUAN  ELECTBIC-KAILWAT  PROTECT. 

[EapaQa  Economlca  y  FlnBDclcra,  Madrid,  Ua;  S5.J 

An  extensive  network  of  electric  railways  is  planned  for  the  Indus- 
trial  disti'ict  of  Merseburg,  Germany,  where  recently  very  important 
industries  have  been  established,  including  a  large  factory  for  ammo- 
nia for  use  in  making  artificial  nitrates.  Tho  length  of  the  railway 
lines  is  to  be  68  kilometers  (1  kilometer=0.621  mile)  and  the  cost 
of  construction  is  estimated  at  10,000,000  marks  (the  par  value  of  the 
mark  is  $0,238).  The  new  company  will  be  established  with  a  capital 
of  2,500,000  marks,  of  which  the  Allgenieine  Elektricitats  Gesell- 
schaft  subscribes  1,000,000  marks,  leaving  it  principally  to  the  munici- 
palities interested  to  raise  the  remainder. 


UrCBEASED  BECEIPT8  OF  UISI  BAILWAT  CO.  OF  FRANCE. 

[vice  Consul  Awl  D.  Beeler,  liordenux,  June  la.J 

The  annual  report  of  the  council  of  administration  of  the  "  Che- 
min  de  fer  du  Midi,"  or  Midi  Kailway  Co.  of  France,  shows  that  the 
receipts  for  1917  of  this  important  railway  company  of  southwestern 
France,  for  the  first  time  since  the  present  war  began,  exceeded  those 
of  the  last  year  before  the  war,  in  spite  of  many  obstacles  that  have 
hampered  seriously  the  efficient  operation  of  the  lines. 

The  high  cost  of  raw  materials  and  labor  has  continued  to  bear 
more  heavily  upon  the  operating  expenses  and  the  period  of  1917  is 
featured,  as  the  other  years  during  the  war,  by  an  important  excess 
of  expenditures  over  the  receipts.  For  this  reason  the  company  has 
made  application  to  the  State  for  an  indemnity  of  30,168,413  francs, 
for  the  year  1917. 

According  to  the  report  the  grfss  receipts  for  last  year  show  an  in- 
crease of  18,320,045  francs,  or  11.9  per  cent  over' those  of  1916,  and 
exceed  those  of  1913  by  14,490,241  francs,  corresponding  to  a  gross 
kilometric  income  of  42,411  francs,  which  are  4.533  francs  more  than 
for  1916. 
tAtaengei  Trafflc. 

The  total  number  of  passenger's  transported  in  1917  by  the  Midi 
railway  system  was  32,166,70-2,  an  increase  of  2,192,111,  or  7.3  per 
cent  over  1916,     Compared  with  the  figures  of  1918,  the  increase  is 
■   3,538,832  passengers,  or  12.52  per  cent. 

The  corr^ponding  receipts  for  the  transportation  of  passengiers 
increased  by  2,000,000  francs,  or  4.8  per  cent  over  the  figures  for 
1916,  but  they  are  still  below  those  of  1913  by  8,600,000  francs.  The 
average  receipt  per  passenger,  which  was  2  francs  in  1913  and  1.55 
francs  in  1916,  declined  to  1.51  francs  in  1917.  This  decrease  is 
principally  due  to  the  greater  development  of  the  weekly  mileage- 
ticket  system  offering  reduced  rates,  and  which  was  established  in 
favor  of  working  men  and  women  employed  in  plants  operating  for 
the  benefit  of  the  national  defense.  The  number  of  trips  for  the 
mileage-book  holders  increased  from  6,030,642  in  1916  to  9,258,806 
(in  1917. 
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Sxpnis  and  Tast-VreiKlit  Trafflo. 

Shipments  by  express  and  fast  freight,  when  compared  with  the 
Tetums  of  1916,  indicate  a  marked  decrease  in  tonnage  but  a  slight 
increase  in  the  receipts.  The  decreased  tonnage  resulted  from  the 
restrictions  placed  upon  the  acceptance  of  certain  merchandise  for 
fast  freight  and  the  restrictions  upon  the  importation,  during  a  part 
of  the  year,  of  fruits  and  vegetables  of  Spanish  origin. 

The  parcel-post  traffic  showed  a  notable  increase  in  activity  during 
1917,  the  figjures  indicating  an  increase  of  322,900  pieces  of  matter 
and  151,774  francs  in  receipts  over  1916. 
SIow-Frelsht  TrkAe. 

The  shipment  of  merchandise  by  slow  freight  increased  by  9.0C 
per  cent  in  tonnage  over  that  of  1916,  and  the  receipts  rose  from 
65,500,000  francs  in  1916  to  72,600,000  francs  in  1917.  The  average 
cost  per  ton  of  freight  to  shippers  increased  from  6.11  francs  in  1916 
to  6.215  francs  in  1917. 

Shipments  of  wines^  which  had  decreased  in  1916  by  reason  of  the 
smaller  yield  in  1915,  increased  by  261,000  tons,  or  27.6  pier  cent. 

Combustible  mineral  transported  by  the  Midi  system  increased  by 
609,000  tons  for  the  year  1917  over  1916,  and  the  transportation  of 
firewood  by  82,000  tons. 

There  was,  on  the  other  hand,  a  decrease  of  182,000  tons  in  the 
amount  of  cereals,  flour,  and  dried  vegetables  shipped,  and  of  97,000 
tons  in  construction  materials.  The  ^ipment  of  cattle  has  been  con- 
tinually decreasing  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

The  tonnage  of  merchandise  transported  on  the  account  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities  reached  approximately  4,220,000  tons,  exceeding  by 
60,000  tons  the  amount  for  1916.  This  tonnage,  plus  that  of  the 
commercial  nature,  makes  a  total  of  2,363,000  tons  more  than  for  the 
slow-freight  ti-affic  of  1913,  the  last  year  before  the  war, 
iBcreued  .^xpendltiifet,-...  <    I'    . 

Operating  expenses  for  the  Midi  Railway  Co.  increased  to  120,- 
863,646  francs  in  1917,  a  gain  of  17,21-3,747  francs,  or  16.61  per  cent 
over  1916,  and  43,623,053  francs,  or  56.48  per  cent  over  1914. 

Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  living,  salaries  and  other  allowances 
have  advanced  about  82  per  cent  over  those  of  1914. 

Expenses  in  the  maintenance  of  the  lines  and  for  materials  have 
continued  to  increase  rapidly.  The  average  price  of  coal,  which 
was  about  23.50  francs  per  ton  in  1914,  was  93.33  francs  per  ton  in 
1917.  The  increase  in  the  expenditure  for  this  single  item  in  the  pnst  . 
year  has  amounted  to  a  total  of  8,850,000  francs. 
IHTldcndi — ^American  BoUlas  Stook  iDrehased. 

The  dividend  for  the  year  1917  was  fixed  at  50  francs  per  share 
l)y  the  general  assembly  of  stockholders  of  the  Midi  lines. 

The  company  has  recently  taken  steps  to  replace  some  of  its  rolling 
stock  by  purchases  in  the  United  States,  There  were  delivered  lately 
to  its  Bordeaux  section  several  new  models  of  American-built  loco- 
motives of  large  size  and  some  freight  wagons  adapted  to  use  on  the 
French  railways. 

a  published  In  Comuebos 
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WHITLEY  COMMITTEE  OPPOSES  COMPUISOET  ABBIXbATIOK. 

[Brlttsh  (GoTpfiiment)  Board  ot  Trade  Journal,  June  20.] 

In  a  further  report  on  the  relations  between  employers  and  em- 
ployed the  Whitley  Committee  declares  definitely  against  any  svstem 
of  compulsory  arbitration.  The  grounds  for  this  decision  are  that  it 
is  not  generally  desired  by  employers  and  employed,  that  it  has  not 
proved  a  successful  method  of  avoiding  strikes  during  the  war,  and 
that  it  would  be  less  likely  to  be  successful  in  time  of  peace. 

The  committee  also  pronounces  against  any  scheme  of  conciliation 
that  would  cumpolsorily  suspend  a  strike  or  lockout  pending  an  in- 
quiry. It,  however,  aclvocates  the  continuance  of  the  present  ma- 
cninery  for  voluntary  conciliation  and  arbitration  and  hopes  that 
the  setting  up  of  joint  industrial  councils  will  tend  to  the  growth  of 
such  machinery.  There  should  also  be  some  means  for  holding  an 
independent  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  a  dispute  and  for  mak- 
ing an  authoritative  pronouncement  on  it,  without  compulsOTy  power 
of  delaying  the  strike  or  lockout. 

The  committee's  main  constructive  suggestion  is  that  a  Standing 
Arbitration  Council  should  be  established  on  the  lines  of  the  present 
temporary  Committee  on  Production.  To  this  council  disputants 
iTould  be  able  voluntarily  to  refer  such  differences  as  they  are  tbem- 
seli'es  imablc  to  settle.  It  suggests,  further,  that  single  arbitrators 
should  be  available  for  less  important  cases,  which  could  be  heard 
locally,  and  that  the  Standing  Arbiti-ation  Council  should  take  steps 
to  secure  coordination  of  arbitrators'  decisions.  The  committee  is 
opposed  to  the  enforcement  of  awards  and  agreements  by  means  of 
monetary  penalties, 

[The  Reconstruction  Committee  or.  Relations  Between  Employers  and  Em- 
ployed, or,  as  it  Is  more  frequently  called,  tlie  Wliltley  Committee,  was  ap- 
pointed "(1)  to  make  and  consider  suggestions  for  securing  a  permanent  Im- 
provement 111  tlie  relations  betiveen  employers  and  workmen  ;  (2)  to  recommend 
means  for  securing  tlint  Industrial  conditions  adectlng  the  rclotlons  tietween 
employers  and  workmen  shall  be  systeioa  tic  ally  reviewed  by  those  concerned, 
with  a  view  to  Improving  conditions  In  the  future." 

In  Its  first  interim  report.  Issued  in  1017,  the  committee  advocated  the  estab- 
lishment of  Joint  stocdlng  Indastrlal  councils,  and  this  proposal  was  adopted 
"  as  part  of  the  policy  which  the  British  Government  hiqws  to  see  carried  into 
lifteci  in  the  Qcld  of  iudostrial  reconstruction."  Such  a  conncjl  has  already  been 
eHtabUshed  for  the  [K>ttery  Industry  of  Great  Britain;  see  Comicekce  Bepobis 
for  Feb.  2, 1918.1  

THE  SWISS  COMPETING  FOK  TEASE  IS  TTRtTaTTAT. 

ICoDBtil  William  F.  Kent,  B«nie,  SwItKrlaDd,  June  21,] 

Tlio  Swiss  Export  Eeview  for  June  15, 1918,  comments  as  follows 
on  the  opportunity  for  Swiss  cutlery  in  Uruguay: 

Germany,  England,  and  the  United  States  have  been  keen  competitors  In  the 
trade  of  Uruguay  In  cutlery  of  all  kinds,  especially  knives,  and  shears.  Since 
the  erectl<m  in  Unisaay  of  nomeroas  packing  houses  for  exporting  chilled  meat, 
long  meat-cutting  knives  have  been  m  great  demand,  especially  those  40 
centimeters  [IBJ  Inches]  and  more  long,  with  either  wood  or  metal  handles, 
Wille  there  Is  not  bo  great  a  demand  for  table  knives,  Uruguayan  young  men 
like  to  use  tlie  omaiflental  machetes. 

Razor  blades  and  razors  of  all  kinds  formerly  came  from  tha  United  StateSi 
but  Germany  competed  with  such  cheap  articles  that  It  obtained  almost  a 
monopoly  on  this  class  of  Roods,  wlilch,  nov?  that  Germany  caa  no  longer  Borf* 
ply  them,  might  be  exported  from  Switzerland,  Large  shears  for  shee 
log  are  also  greatly  desired  in  Uruguay. 
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SECENT  GOTEENHENT  f UBLICATIOl^  AVAILABLE. 

A  naniber  of  publications  ivere  received  in  stock  for  sale  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the  week  ended 
July  13,  among  which  were  the  following: 

Analvtea  of  Mine  and  Car  SampUg  of  Coat  Collected  In  lite  Fitcal  Vear» 
MIS  to  1916  (Mines  Bulletla  123). — Covera  sauiptiog  aud  annlylkul  luptliocls, 
loterpretation  of  analytical  results,  tabulated  analyses  covering  various  lutn- 
erals.    Price,  50  cents. 

Uutketry  (Isaued  by  the  Adjutant  General's  Office,  War  Department). — Cov- 
ers the  conduct  of  Are,  military  ternis,  theory  of  Are.  Instruiuents,  Are  dis- 
tribolion,  battle-fleld  communication,  reconnalssnoce.  etc.    Price  35  cents. 

A  Specific  Gravity  Balance  for  Oa»e»  (Standards  Bureau  Technologic  Paper 
89). — Covera  pun>ose  of  investigation,  description  of  apparatus,  expert  men  tiki 
results,  etc    Price.  5  cents. 

Determination  of  PermeobUitv  of  Balloon  Fabrics  (Standards  Burean  Tech- 
nologic Paper  113). — Covers  theory  of  permeability  process,  experimental  ap- 
paratus, Tolumc-ioBS  method,  etc.    Price,  10  cents. 

Hteaming  Tests  of  Coals  and  Related  Inregtigationt  (Mines  Bulletin  23. 
reprint).— Covers  history  and  object  of  fuel-testing  plant,  description  and 
complete  final  data  of  steaming  tests,  Including  a  description  of  steam  plants 
and  appliances  used  in  steiimlng  tests,  and  a  study  and  discussion  of  steaming 
tests  made  at  the  fuel-testing  plant ;  a  comprehensive  publication  on  the  sub- 
ject   Price,  50  cents, 

opehhtg  of  tee  bahco  aagentiito  ubuguato  ih  bvenos  aibes. 

[Commercial  Ait>c^li£  Bobcrt  8.  Barrett,  Buenos  Alrea,  Jnae  S-l 

TJie  Banco  Argentino  Uruguay©  (Argentine-Uruguayan  Bank), 
which  has  been  in  progress  of  organization  for  several  months,  was 
formally  opened  on  Juno  1.  The  bank  occupies  commodious  quar- 
ters at  Calle  Beconquista  138-148,  Buenos  Aires.  The  authorized 
capital  is  2,700,000  pesos  ($1,147,500) ,  of  which  10  per  cent  has  been 
paid  in  cash.  The  nalance  is  subject  to  the  call  of  the  directors  in 
installments  of  10  per  cent  at  intervals  of  not  leSs  than  30  days. 


AD  CLUBS  INDORSE  NATIONAL  TRADE-HABK. 

The  Associated  Advertising  Clubs  of  the  World  at  the  meeting  of 
the  organization  in  San  Francisco  went  on  record  as  indorsing  the 
Made  in  U-  S.  A.  trade-mark.  The  action  was  in  the  form  of  a  reso- 
lution requesting  the  president  of  the  association  to  appoint  a  stand- 
ing committee  to  secure  universal  adoption  of  a  Made  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
trade-mark, 

BISPLACEHENT  OF  COHHOBITIES  AS  PACKED  FOR  SHIPUENT. 

There  is  given  below  a  table  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards, 
Department  of  Commerce,  on  the  displacement  of  various  commodi- 
ties as  packed  for  overseas  shipment,  showing  the  number  of  pounds 
per  cubic  foot,  the  number  of  cubic  feet  of  space  required  for  a  short 
and  a  long  ton,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  material  is  packed  for 
diipment.  Further  data  are  being  compiled  and  will  be  issued 
shortly. 

The  bureau  has  been  compiling  information  along  this  line  for 
some  months  past  and  has  furnished  considerable  data  and  answered 
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many  inquiries  from  various  branches  of  the  Government  as  well  as 
from  private  sources.  Copies  of  this  table  may  be  had  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  Bureau  of  Standards. 
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THE  ldl8  SAHPLE  PAIS  AT  LTOK. 

[Consul  C.  CarrisaD,  L7OD.  Franks,  Joae  IS.] 

A  complete  statement  just  published  concerning  the  Third  Sample 
Fair  at  Lyon  held  last  March  shows  decidedly  favorable  figures  as 
compared  with  tlie  two  preceding  fairs : 
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ITations  FartlelpatlnE  This  Tear. 

According  to  nationality  the  participants  in  the  1918  fair  num- 
bered: France,  2,13(5;  French  colonies,  210;  allied  countries — United 
States  527,  Great  Britain  113,  Italy  40,  Russia  4,  Canada  2,  Portugal 
2,  Belgium  1;  neutral  countries — Switzerland  102,  Spain  21,  Sweden 
21,  Netherlands  3. 

It  should  be  explained  that  of  the  527  American  exhibitors  noted 
above  45  showed  actual  samples,  the  remaining  exhibits,  numbering 
482,  being  catalogues.  In  submitting  the  final  report  of  the  fair 
tlie  management  evidently  considered  it  proper  to  count  these  cata- 
logues as  actual  exhibits,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  bringing  samples 
from  America  under  present  conditions.  ■  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  num- 
ber of  exhibits  shipped  from  points  in  America  for  this  fair  never 
left  the  United  States;  others  are  still  at  Bordeaux,  and  a  few  have 
reached  Lyon  since  the  exhibition  closed.  Even  taking  into  account, 
however,  only  those  samples  that  were  actually  ^own,  the  advance 
over  the  preceding  year  amounts  to  100  per  cent. 
'  It  is  especiaUy  to  be  noted  that  of , the  foreign  representatives  at 
the  fair  the  great  majority  were  from  countries  allied  with  France, 
the  number  of  neutral  exliibitors  being  only  147.  This  fact  is  con- 
sidered as  having  a  bearing  on  France's  commerce  after  the  war, 
and  lends  strength  to  the  belief  that  the  Lyon  Fair  as  an  organiza- 
tion of  international  importance  will  hold  its  position  upon  the  return 
of  normal  conditions. 
Preparations  for  the  Next  Fair. 

Tlie  practical  importance  and  favorable  results  of  the  Lyon  fairs 
are  further  attested  by  the  fact  that  729  firms  have  already  engaged 
space  for  the  1019  fair  and  911  stands  have  been  rented.  At  the 
corresponding  date  in  1917  only  228  firms  had  engaged  places  for  the 
fair  to  be  held  in  March,  1918,  and  only  228  stands  had  been  taken; 
at  the  corresponding  date  in  1916j  553  fiims  had  asked  for  space  for 
the  fair  to  be  given  in  the  spring  of  1917  and  587  stands  were 
rented. 

It  is  not  too  early  for  American  firms  to  take  up  the  question  of  ex- 
hibiting at  the  coming  fair,  and  samples  should  be  shipped  as  soon  as 


[Numerous  references  to  (he  Lyon  Snmple  Fairs  have  appeared  In  Couicercb 
Reports  ;  see,  nmong  otiiers,  the  Issues  for  Juue  1,  Aug.  6,  and  Dec.  3,  1817,  and 
Feb.  4,  Mar.  28,  and  Apr.  17,  101& 
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As  was  done  last  year,  the  Ameririin  consul  nt  Lyon  snbmlrted  o  list  of 
"Tnde  Opportunities  "  resulting  from  tiie  1918  fair,  and  tbu  list  Is  being  pre- 
pared for  distribution.  Wlien  it  la  ready  for  distribullon,  due  notice  will  be 
given  Id  Couueroe  Refobts.] 

HYSBOEZ.ECTEIC  POWES  IS  THE  CAHTON  OF  VATJD. 

[TIte  Conenl  John  T.  McCutcheon,  I.iiugaDap,  SwKiorlDDd.  June  6.] 

The  Canton  of  Vaud  is  situated  in  tlic  southwestern  part  of 
Switzerland,  on  die  French  border,  extending  from  the  northern 
^ore  of  Lake  Leman  to  and  Including  the  southern  part  of  Lake 
\euchatel,  and  embracing  also  considerable  territory  to  the  east  of 
Lake  Leman.  Most  of  its  large  cities  and  towns  are  on  Lake  Leman, 
the  principal  city  being  Lausanne,  with  a  population  estimated  at 
75,000  people  at  tl»©  present  time.  Other  cities  of  less  importance 
are  Nyon,  Morges,  Montreux,  Vevey,  and  Yverdon,  which  have  popu- 
lations of  10,000  to  25,000. 
TopognptiT — Tbe  Two  Frincipal  Companies. 

Xhe  Canton  of  Vaud  is  one  of  the  least  mountainous  of  any  in 
Switzerland.  Topographically  it  may  be  divided  into  three  sections, 
the  plain,  the  Jura,  and  the  Vaud  Alps.  The  plain  lies  between  Lake 
Leman  and  Lake  Neuchatel ;  it  is  not  very  moimtainous.  The  Jura 
is  u  strip  of  territory  directly  west  of  the  plain  and  contains  the 
small  lake  of  Joux ;  it  is  more  mountainous  in  its  nature  and  has  more 
natural  water-power  resources  than  the  plain.  The  Vaud  Alps  lie 
east  of  Lake  I^man. 

AH  of  the  electric  current  used  in  the  various  cities  and  industries 
of  the  Canton  of  Vaud  is  generated  by  water  power.  The  greatest 
natural  resources  of  this  character  are  found  in  the  Joux  Vall^  in 
tbe  Jura  and  the  Rhone  Valley  in  the  Vaud  Alps  to  the  east  of  Lake 
Leman.  Almost  all  the  power  for  this  region  is  furnished  by  one 
company  in''^ch  of'tK^  sections,  the  Forces  de  Joux  in  the  Joux 
y^ey  and  the  Forces  du  Rhone  in  the  Rhone  Valley.  The  first 
named  is  not  entirely  owned  by  the  Canton  of  Vaud ;  it  is  a  company 
that  has  been  granted  a  franchise  for  the  use  of  certain  watercourses 
in  the  Joux  Valley.  The  State  is  the  majority  stockholder  and  dic- 
tates the  policy  of  the  company  in  aU  affairs.  The  power  plant  in 
the  Rhone  Valley  (Bois  Noir)  is  the  property  of  the  municipality 
of  Lausanne.  Its  present  capacity  of  20,000  volts  will  soon  be  in- 
creased to  50,000.  Both  companies  were  founded  for  public  service 
and  not  for  profit. 
Keten  An  la  Sea«ral  Vie. 

Electric-power  generation  in  this  district  is  of  long  standing  and 
IS  developed  to  a  very  high  degree.  Practically  all  available  power 
is  utilized.  During  the  years  of  its  infancy,  when  there  was  a  large 
debt  to  be  paid  owing  to  the  expenses  of  construction,  the  prices 
diarged  for  current  were  much  higher  than  at  present.  However,  the 
price  has  advanced  25  to  50  per  cent  since  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
due  to  the  scarcity  of  materials  (such  as  copper  and  lead)  necessary 
to  the  upkeep  of  the  plants  and  installations. 

The  rates  charged  by  the  two  companies  and  for  the  entire  Canton 
are  practically  uniform,  and  the  amount  of  current  used  is  determined 
by  meters  in  nearly  all  cases.    The  Company  des  Forces  de  Joux  has, 
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in  certnin  sections,  charged  a  flat  rate,  but  this  method  Is  being  rapidly 
abandoned  and  meters  installed.  Three  different  prices  are  cbarg^ 
for  current — (a)  for  current  used  between  8  a.  m,  and  7  p.  m.,  (b) 
between  7  and  9  p.  m.,  and  (c)  after  9  p.  m. — with  the  object  of  in- 
ihicing  consumers  to  economize  electricity  at  certain  hours,  especially 
in  the  evening,  when  cities  have  need  of  a  large  amount  for  lighting, 
street  car  service,  etc.  A  charge  is  made  for  the  rent  of  the  meter 
in  each  case  independent  of  the  consumption  of  electricity. 

llach  Canton  has  its  method  of  exploitation,  and  it  often  happens 
that  a  certain  portion  of  one  Canton  is  tributary  to  a  neighboring 
Canton.  For  instance,  the  northeastern  part  of  the  Canton  of  Vaua 
receives  its  electricity  from  the  power  plant  of  Mont  Bovon  in  the 
Canton  of  Fribourg. 
Hai  Developed  Ha  117  Small  Indnstrlei. 

Government-controlled  electric  power  as  it  exists  ■  at  present  in 
the  Canton  of  Vaud  has  been  a  great  aid  in  the  development  of  the 
many  smnll  factories  and  industries  to  be  found  throughout  the 
Canton,  as  they  are  all  users  of  electric  iKiwer  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree.  Small  sawmills,  artisans,  and  other  users  of  power  in  small 
quantities  are  beneficiaries  of  a  reduction  ranging  from  10  to  30  per 
cent  of  the  established  scale  of  prices.  These  are  the  only  cases 
favored  by  such  a  reduction,  and  it  is  given  only  with  the  understand- 
in"  that  power  will  not  be  used  except  during  certain  hours. 

The  foregoing  is  an  outline  of  the  principal  power-distributing 
ugencies  in  the  Canton  of  Vaud.  There  are  also  some  small  private 
power  plants,  but  they  do  not  play  an  important  part  in  the  distribut- 
ing system  as  a  ■whole. 

PROSFECTITE  SEUAND  FOE  ELECTRIC  VEHICLES. 
rCoDKiil  Robs  E.  llolaOiir,  Muschestcr,  Knglnnd,  June  22.] 

The  electric  vehicle  coiinrriitltee  of  the  iHfol'porated  Municipal 
Electrical  Association  pre.sented  its  report  at  the  annual  conference  of 
the  association,  which  was  resumed  in  the  city  on  June  21, 1918.  An 
important  phase  of  this  report  which  it  is  thought  will  be  of  interest 
to  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  concerned  the  progress 
that  had  been  made  in  the  adoption  of  electricity  for  commercial 
vehicles.  A  point  emphasized  was  that  the  power  was  eminently 
suitable  for  short-distance  haulage.  The  vehicles  so  fitted  had  estab- 
lished an  excellent  record  for  economy  and  reliability,  and  satisfac- 
tory progress  was  being  made,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  under 
present  conditions  the  machines  could  only  be  obtained  for  use  for 
war  work  or  work  of  supreme  national  importance.  But  for  these 
war  restrictions  it  would  be  safe  to  say  there  would  be  many  hun- 
dreds more  electric  vehicles  in  use. 

The  report  contmues;  ■ ,  '   ..J.t'    ."  ''. 

At  last  tlie  knowledge  tliat  in  actual  commerctnl  Bervice  the  electric  vehicle 
provides  llie  cheapest  means  of  transporltng  a  given  weight  o(  goods  a  given 
distance  In  urlian  transport  and  liellvery  duty  Is  diffusing  far  and  wide  in 
i-ommorclal  circles,  tlie  proof  of  tills  being  tlie  increasing  number  of  inquiries 
the  couimlttee  Is  receiving  as  to  how  and  where  such  vehicles  can  lje  obtained. 

There  were  clear  indications,  it  was  further  stated,  that  as  soon  as 
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normal  conditioas  returned  there  wonid  be  a  great  demand  for 
electric  vehicles. 

The  British  automobile  manufacturers,  as  woit  as  the  electrical 
mtaufacturers,  are  urgently  requested  to  consider  the  question  of 
design  and  methods  of  manufacture  in  order  that  they  might  be  in  a 
position  to  secure  n  good  share  of  the  orders  that  are  expected  will 
be  readily  obtainable  when  the  trade  situation  improves. 

There  would  seem  to  be  an  excellent  prospect  here  for  tlie  sale  of 
American  electric  vehicles  in  the  near  future,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  manufacturers  furnish  the  consulate  with  cataiogues  and  speci- 
fications of  electric  vehicles  for  the  use  of  its  trade  files  in  order  that 
it  may  bo  in  a  position  to  assist  in  furthering  the  sale  of  the  products. 

[A  list  ot  concerns  handUng  automobiles  In  Mandiester  can  be  obtained  trom 
tte  Bareaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic;  Commerce  or  Its  district  or  cooperatlTe 
offices  I^  referring  to  file  Ko.  103901.] 


Bcported  Finding  ef  Mangaoeae  Seponti  in  Hondntat. 
Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle  reports  from  Puerto  Cortes  that  he  has 
been  advised  by  parties  resident  in  that  district  that  they  have  dis- 
covered and  denounced  a  rich  deposit  of  manganese  within  2  miles 
of  the  National  Railroad.  They  claim  that  this  ore  is  mixed  with 
graphite,  copper,  and  ^Id,  and  would  like  to  get  in  touch  with 
posible  capital  in  the  United  States.  The  address  of  the  owner 
of  the  mine  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Ccmimeree  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No. 
10S123. 


AUSTBAUAS  WHEAT-FOOL  FATKEHTS. 

[noward  A.  Treat,  secretair  to  commercial  attacbf.  Melbourne,] 
The  Australian  Minister  for  Trade  and  Customs  has  submitted 
figures  showiing  the  Duraber  of  bustiej^,pf  iv^eat  pooled  and  amounts 
paid  per  bushel  for  uie  three  crop  years,  as  follows :  1915-16, 
162,257,000  bushels,  at  4s.  6d.  per  bushel;  1916-lT,  138,678,000  bushels, 
at  3s. ;  and  1917-18, 100,950,000  bushels,  at  3s. 

The  amounts  paid  to  agents  in  connection  with  wheat-pool  transac- 
ti<»)s  during  the  past  tliree  years  for  the  Commonwealth  are  as 
follows:    1915-16,   £1,931,198;    1916-17,    £1,547,561;    and    1917-18, 
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CTTLIIVATIOH  OF  CABOBS  IF  AlfiEBIA.' 

[CanBul  Artbar  C.  Fro»l,  Algtera,  Haj  10-] 

The  cultivation  of  the  carob,  for  which  the  dimate  of  Algeria  is 
very  favorable,  has  recently  begun  to  attract  increased  public  atten- 
tion. Especially  in  a  country  where  cereal  and  forage  production 
and  pasturage  vary  much  from  year  to  year,  according  to  climatic 
conditions,  the  importance  of  the  carob  as  an  auxiliary  source  of 
food  for  live  stock  is  becoming  more  generally  understood.  It  is 
stated  that  the  carob  should  play  a  large  part  in  the  development  of 
agriculture  after  the  war. 

Both  carob  and  olive  trees  grow  in  Algeria  in  a  wild  stnte.  To 
encourage  the  grafting  of  carobs,  the  Algerian  Bureau  of  Af^> 
culture  distributed  among  the  farmers  of  the  colony  who  planted 
or  grafted  carob  trees  in  191C  a  bounty  of  0,50  franc  ($0.97)  per 
tree  planted  or  grafted,  with  a  maximum  of  150  francs  ($28.96)  per 
proprietor.  The  total  amount  distributed  in  that  year,  for  olive 
and  carob  trees  combined,  was  27,912  francs  ($5,387),  an  increase  of 
3,804  francs  ($734)  over  the  total  amount  disbursed  in  the  pi-evious 
year. 

Carob  cultivation  in  Algeria  is  largely  localized  in  the  environs  of 
Bougie.  A  considerable  number  of  trees  are  now  grafted,  and  the 
product  of  these  trees  is  said  to  be  almost  equal  to  the  carobs  of 
Cyprus  and  Crete.    The  greater  part  of  the  trees,  however,  are  not 

f rafted.    Other  parts  of  Algeria  producing  the  carob  are  Palestro, 
'ort  Gueydon,  and  Cherchell,    The  carobs  in  these  regions  arc  not 
so  fine  as  those  of  Bougie  and,  although  nearly  all  grafted,  have  not 
the  merits  of  the  first  named. 
Jncreaied  Prices — Exports  from  Algeria. 

In  normal  times,  according  to  a  leading  dealer,  the  grafted  carob 
was  worth  from  10  to  15  francs  per  100  kilos  ($0,009  to  $0,013  per 
pound),  and  the  wild  carob  from  3  to  4  francs  per  100  kilos  ($0.0026 
to  $0.0035  per  pound)  less.  At  the  present  time,  carobs  bring  30 
francs  per  100  |tilos  ($0,026  per  pound). 

Algeria  and  Tim  is  together  consume  annually  about  2,000  metric 
tons  of  carobs  (1  metric  ton  equals  2,204.62  pounds). 

The  exportation  of  carobs  from  Algeria  is  of  importance.  They 
are  chiefly  exported  to  France  and  Great  Britain.  Other  countries 
to  which  small  amounts  have  been  exported  are  Spain,  Morocco,  the 
United  States,  Belgium,  and  Germany. 

The  following  taole  shows  the  total  quantities  of  carobs,  with  their 
respective  values,  exported  from  Algeria  during  the  last  six  years  for 
wliich  statistics  are  available; 
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A  recent  bulletin  of  the  Government  General  of  Algeria  states  that 
the  relatively  easy  and  remunerative  market  which  will  doubtless 
be  enjoyed  by  the  North  African  colonies  during  the  next  few  years 
should  have  a  sahitiiry  influence  on  the  development  of  the  carob 
cultivation.  Italv  and  Syria  and  the  islands  of  Cyprus,  Malta,  Crete, 
and  Sicily,  all  of  which  hove  a  climate  somewhat  similar  to  Algeria, 
cultivate  the  carob  much  more  extensively^     In  these  countries  thet 
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carob  has  a  very  wide  use  as  food  for  animals  and  is  often  utilized 
as  a  food  by  the  people.     Despite  this,  these  countries  have  large 
quantities  to  export. 
Carob*  Used  tor  Feedluff  Stock. 

In  a  fairly  large  ffistrict  around  Marseille,  the  principal  French 
port  for  the  importation  of  dried  carobs,  there  are  many  cultivators 
who  have  been  accustomed  for  a  long  time,  in  the  years  when  forage 
crops  were  deficient,  to  feed  carobs  to  their  horses  and  cattle.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  this  custom  has  caused  no  harm,  it  is  not 
thought  always  to  have  been  carried  out  in  the  most  judicious  man- 
ner; that  is,  in  a  way  to  allow  the  animals  to  derive  the  most  benefit 
from  it.  In  the  use  of  this  substitute  it  is  said  that  not  sufficient 
attention  has  been  giVen  to  the  particular  composition  of  the  fruit. 

It  would  be  worth  while  to  make  experiments  to  ascertain  the 
exact  degree  of  digestibility  of  this  fruit  in  relation  to  different 
kinds  of  animals,  to  make  Comparisons  between  the  different  kinds 
of  carobs  to  determine  their  respective  values,  and  to  determine  the 
influence  of  the  different  stages  of  naatarity.  Analyses  made  about 
80  years  ago  are  said  to  be  the  only  standards  in  existence  at  the 
present  time.  In  these  analyses  it  is  shown  that  the  age  of  the  fniit 
aiid  the  state  of  development  of  the  seed  have  a  large  influence  oa 
the  nutritive  value. 

It  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  dried  carob  is  particularly  rich  in 
saccharose  and  glucose.  These  elements  represent  30  to  35  per  cent 
of  its  weight.  As  against  this,  it  is  rather  poor  in  azotic  substances. 
Starch  represents  from  4  to  10  per  cent  of  its  weight,  according  to  the 
age  of  the  fruit. 

The  small  amount  of  digestible  azotic  matter  necessitates  the  use  of 
other  food  substances  with  this  substitute,  so  that  the  total  quantity 
found  in  the  original  ration  shall  not  be  diminished.  This  point  has 
not  always  been  observed  in  practice.  The  large  proportion  of  sweet 
substances  tnakes  this  Jood  an  e^ceUftnt  one  for  horses,  which,  of  aU 
domestic  animals,  need  them  most  However,  the  carob  can  also  be 
few  to  cows  and  to  sheep.  As  a  food  for  horses,  the  substitation  of 
carobs  for  oats  should  be  made  up  as  follows :  For  each  kilo  of  oats, 
substitute  520  grams  of  carobs  and  520  grams  of  bran. 

In  sut^titutmg  carobs  for  hay  as  &ed  for  horses  or  ruminants, 
equal  quantities  might  be  taken  if  the  hay  is  of  an  inferior  quality. 
Aa  a  substitute  for  hay  of  good  quality,  a  small  quantity  of  bran 
^ould  be  added.  For  5  kilos  of  good  hay,  6  kilos  of  carobs  and  250 
grams  of  bi'an  should  be  substituted. 

As  dried  carobs  are  very  hard  they  should  be  softened  by  48  hours' 
soaking  before  feeding  them  to  animals.  The  water  in  which  they 
have  been  soaked  ^ould  not  bo  thrown  away,  as  it  contains  much 
sweet  matter.  It  is  said  that  5  or  6  kilos  of  carobs  can  be  given  to 
horses  without  risk,  the  same  quantity  to  cattle,  and  1  kilo  to  sheep. 
■etfaod  of  CnltlTatloii. 

The  following  particulars,  taken  from  a  comprehensive  book  on 
the  cultore  of  the  carob,  although  not  very  recent,  may  be  of  interest 
to  prospective  cultivators : 

The  seed,  after  having  been  previously  soaked  in  water  for  several 
days,  is  sown  in  February  or  March  in  the  place  where  the  tree  is  in- 
tended to  grow  or,  better  still,  in  a  nursery,  in  a  well-worked  soil, 
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The  seed  germiriates  quickly,  the  young  plant  iappearing  in  eight  or 
nine  days  if  the  season  is  not  too  dry.  If  the  season  is  dry,  the 
seed  should  be  watered  carefully.  \ 

As  soon  as  the  plant  is  1  centimeter  in  diamster,  it  is  transplated  ! 
and  grafted.  The  transplanting  is  rather  a  deUeate  operation;  to  en- ' 
sure  a  good  growth,  it  is  necessary  to  leave  a  clod  of  earth  st  the  root 
of  each  plant  and  to  water  it  during  the  summer. 

Grafting  is  indispensable,  as  this  tree  is  more  often  dicecious  than ' 
polygamous ;  that  is  to  say,  some  roots  produce  only  male  flowers  and  | 
others  only  female.  This  gives  rise  to  a  sterile  condition,  but  the ', 
grafting  process  easily  remedies  this,  and  assures  an  abundant  fiiicti- ', 
lication  and  a  maximum  yield. 

The  method  is  simple.  Male  plants  are  recognizable  without  difB-  i 
culty  by  the  color  of  their  leaves.  If  Uie  plant  is  female,  only  one  j 
male  cutting  need  be  grafted.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  plant  is , 
male,  only  one  branch  should  be  kept  and  female  cuttings  grafted ; 
onto  it.  I 

This  operation  should  take  .place,  as  already  stated,  when  the, 
young  carob  plant  is  1  centimeter  in  diameter  and  has  reached  a  \ 
height  of  about  50  centimeters.  i 

After  five  or  six  years  the  carob  should  be  planted  in  mounds  at ! 
intervals  of  15  meters. 

The  carob  plant  blooms  in  autumn,  and  the  beans  are  picked  the 
following  autumn.  To  preserve  them  they  should  be  laid  out  in 
thin  layers  so  as  to  dry  thoroughly.  They  can  then  be  stored  in ' 
heaps.  If  this  precaution  is  not  taken  and  tne  fruit  is  piled  in  heaps , 
after  being  picked,  it  will  become  black  and  ferment. 
Cutting  and  Pniiitii£ — large  Yield  from  Cultivated  Treef.  I 

In  certain  districts  the  carob  tree  will  not  bear  cutting  and  pruning. 
Only  the  dead  leaves  should  be  removed.  In  other  districts  the  plant ' 
must  be  clipped  young,  so.  as  to  reinforce  the  stem  and  to  regularize 
the  vegetation.  It  is  usual  to  give  it  a  bell  shape,  but  one  must  be 
careful  to  remove  all  the  cuttings,  as  they  have  a  tendency  to  grow 
at  the  foot  of  the  tree. 

Agriculturists  who  are  just  commencing  the  cultivation  of  the 
carob  tree  should  clip  only  half  of  their  plantations.  Experience 
will  sliow  them  the  best  course  to  follow  in  their  country. 

The  carob,  like  the  olive  free,  in  order  to  flourish  and  produce  well, 
requires  a  light  soil  free  from  noxious  weeds.  If  these  precautions 
are  taken,  the  production  is  very  large.  In  a  suitable  place  the  carob 
tree  grows  rapidly  and,  when  clipped,  new  branches  grow  in  abun- 
dance. Its  foliage  is  thick;  it  has  a  long  life.  The  tree  attains  an 
average  height  of  7  or  8  meters.  In  Algeria,  Spain,  and  Sicily  it  is 
not  infrequent  to  find  the  tree  from  15  to  20  meters  high. 

It  can  be  well  understood  that  it  is  worth  while  cultivating  such  a 
useful  tree.  A  carob  tree  in  good  soil  produces  from  4  to  8  kilos  of 
carobs  three  years  after  grafting.  After  six  years  the  production 
attains  more  than  5Q  kilos.  In  full  growth  one  tree  produces  per 
year  a  minimum  of  400  or  500  kilos  of  fruit.  In  a  rich,  light,  well- 
watered  soil,  where  the  plant  can  extend  its  numerous  roots  at  will, 
the  production  from  one  tree  sometimes  exceeds  1,000  kilos,  worth 
from  80  to  100  francs  ($15.40  to  $19.30). 
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GO^EE  FROH  BBAZIL  TO  NEW  OELEAKS. 
The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  170) 
that  the  United  States  Shipping  Board  has  allotted  a  vessel  to  carr>- 
coffee  from  Brazil  to  Xew  Orleans,  which  vessel  will  sail  from  Brazil 
August  15  to  20;  rate,  $1.70  per  hag.  Import  licenses  covering  ship- 
ments of  coffee  to  be  made  on  this  vessel  will  be  allotted  by  the  War 
Trade  Board  among  importers  of  record  for  the  calendar  years  1916 
and  1!>17,  Coffee  importers  desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  space  on 
this  vessel  must  notify  the  War  Trade  Boai-d,  Bureau  of  Imports, 
[Washington,  D.  C,  of  their  requirements  on  or  before  July  22, 1918. 

STTSBEE  JVIE-TABN  SITUATION. 

ICoDSUl  tl.  Abert  JoboBan,  Dundep.  Scotlnnd,  June  24.] 

At  n  recent  sale  of  jute  yarn  the  precaution  was  taken  by  spinners 
to  make  it  clear  that  delivery  depended  upon  the  receipt  of  the  neces- 
sary qualities  of  jute  and  (iovemment  orders  not  being  interfered 
with.  The  maximum  prices  for  special  fine  yarns  of  standard  quality 
were  obtained,  namely,  $2.02  for  5  pounds  and  $1.94  per  spyndle  for 
4  pounds.  It  has  been  difficult  to  procui-e  every  kind  needed,  but 
sacking  weft  appeared  rather  plentiful.  Common  hessian  yarns  and 
sadi  (£aius  have  been  scarce,  and  in  fact  a  marked  shortage  of  all 
sorts  of  warp  yarns  is  noticeable. 

Many  of  the  licenses  for  padding  exports  have  not  yet  been  issued, 
but  assurances  have  been  received  that  they  will  be  forthcoming,  and, 
after  a  somewhat  protracted  interval,  an  opportunity  of  shipping  is 
looked  for  daily.  It  is  asserted  that  permits  to  weave  stock  yarns  into 
paddings  will  effect  a  considerable  clearance,  but  there  will  be  yarns 
left,  for  a  number  of  manufacturers  have  the  warps  suitable  for  cer- 
tain contracts,  but  not  the  wefts,  and  other  wefts  for  which  warps  are 
needed.  Tlie  authorities  appear  to  bo  very  firm  in  not  permitting 
inor«  spinning  of  these  sizes  and  qualities. 

A  MiiBtiT  wortli  flgbtlDg  for  Is  a  conntrr  worth  batIiik  for.  Buy  Thrift 
Stampa. 

eraTO*— 18  . 
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HEW  SaUITSWICE  GOVEKNHERT  TO  AID  SHEEP  FAIUIirQ. 

[Connil  B.  Verne  niclnrdei>B,  MooetoD,  New  Brtnuirlek,  Caiiidt,  Jul;  0.1 
A  report  published  in  Cousiesce  Cetobts  of  May  27  dealt  ^ith  a 

S reject  of  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce  t»  assist  fanmers  to 
Bvelop  the  sheep-raisine  industry.  With  a  similar  objeet-in  view, 
the  government  of  New  Brunswidt,  through  its  department  of  agri- 
culture, is  now  giving  publicity  to  a  proposal  formulated  under 
recent  legislation  by  whi<^h  it  is  hoped  the  pastoralists  of  the  Prov- 
ince will  be  encouraged  to  devote  more  attention  than  in  the  past  to 
sheep. 
Ontllae  of  the  SelieiBe — Oorenuiieiit'i  AdTlc«  to  Formen. 

Briefly  the  government's  proposal  is  this:  Through  an  arrange- 
ment made  with  t^e  chartered  banks  assistance  will  bo  given  where 
it  is  needed  to  all  farmers  to  buy  sheep.  The  department  of  agricnl- 
ture  will  not  only  arrange  to  buy  she^  for  the  farmers,  but  will  also 
buy  fcom  the  farmers  any  good  breeding  stock  that  may  be  available. 


If  a  farmer  needs  credit  ne  mav  consult  a  local  banker  and  from  him 
obtain  the  necessary  forms.  It  sheep  are  not  to  be  had  in  any  given 
locality  ft  farmer  there  resident  will  oe  given  an  opportunity  to  pur- 
ciiase  through  the  banks  and  the  agricultural  department  in  another 
part  of  the  Province, 

From  a  recent  government  advertisement  in  the  press  the  follow- 
ing advice  to  farmers  is  given : 

Every  ewe  lamb  weighing  80  pouuds  aod  over  and  of  renscnable  qualltj 
sbould  be  retained  by  fanners  for  breeding  purposes.  Sell  the  motes  and  tbe 
iufertor  femalea  for  butcher  purposes.  If  you  have  more  ewe  lambs  than 
required  Induce  yotir  nel^bor  to  porchafie. 

Uuwasbed  wool  of  the  best  quality  brought  80  cents  n  i>ouDd  tills  spring,  or 
about  $1)  a  fleece. 

Sixty  million  sheep  have  been  lost  in  Ehirope  since  the  war  started.  Wool  in 
enormous  quantities  is  now  required  to  clothe  the  soldiers;  it  will  twke  an 
Immense  quantity  to  reclothe  the  returnad  men  in  civilian  dress. 'i; Prices  wIH 
likely  be  high  for  10  years.  New  Brucsirick  has  the  piiatute,  hay,  roofs,  and  n 
climate  suited  to  sbeep.  Every  farmer  should  consider  investing  in  a  mDUll 
Sock  as  a  foundation.  Tbe  flrst  yenr  will  give  iic«>roximately  $4  worth  of  votH 
per  sheep;  the  sheep  will  cost  about  $15. 


REVIEW  OF  EB6I1SE  TBADE  SESTEICTIONS. 

British  tfade  restrictions  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  are  out- 
lined in  a  report  made  public  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  These  restricSons  have  a  very 
important  bearing  on  American  industtr  and  ctmimerce  and  hundreds 
of  inquiries  have  been  received  in  Washington  ccHiceming  them. 

The  Government's  report  traces  the  history  of  the  various  steps 
that  have  been  taken  to  restrict  British  imports  and  exports  and 
makes  clear  the  scope  of  the  meafures  so  far  adopt«d.  A  complete 
list  of  cMnmodities  affected  up  to  June  10  is  included. 

The  buUetin  is  entitled  "  British  Control  of  Imports  and  Esporte," 
Tariff  Series  No.  30,  and  is  sold  at  5  cents  a  copy  by  the  Supenntend- 
ent  of  Documents,  Govermnent  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D,  C, 
and  by  all  district  and  cooperative  offices  of  the  Burean  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce. 

D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 
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CSOP  BEPOBI  FOB  TBAITSVAAL  AST)  OBANOE  FBEE  STATE. 

t  Johaonesburs,  TraoBTaal,  Soatb 

The  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  on  crop  c<Miditions  in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State 
Provinces  for  the  month  of  March  says  in  part: 

The  days  were  much  colder  In  tlie  Traosvaal  and  Orange  Free  State  than  Is 
nBualij  the  case  Unrlug  Murih.  The  ulEhts>  were,  liowever,  much  wjirmer.  The 
rainfall  was  above  the  average  In  the  Transvaal,  and  toward  the  middle  of  the 
month  rain  fell  lu  the  Orange  Free  State.  With  the  exception  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  latter  Province,  the  season's  rainfall  now  exceeds  the  nornini. 

Valze  and  Kaffli  Com. 

On  the  average,  the  maize  crop  Is  23  per  cent  bolow  normal  In  the  Transvaal, 
However,  weather  conditions  favored  its  growth  in  tlie  western  high  veld  dis- 
tricts, and  good  yields  are  consequently  expected  from  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try. On  tlie  other  Land,  the  Llclilenburg  district  experienced  excessive  down- 
falls of  rain,  which,  together  wUh  rost  and  the  presence  of  stallt  borers,  have 
caused  the  estimate  to  decrease  te  7  per  cent  below  normal.  There  Is  Uttle 
tmprovement  In  the  condtlon  of  the  crop  tn  the  eastern  high  veld,,  and  the  pros- 
pects m  the  central  districts  are  unchanged  and  still  remain  at  21  per  cent  below 
Dorual-  The  I'otchefstroom  district,  which  Is  one  of  the  t>est  producing  areas 
of  ttie  Province,  has  also  been  affected  by  heavy  rains.  Tlie  reports  from  the 
Pretoria  and  Heidelberg  districts  are  likewise  disapiMiintlng,  which  is  also  true 
Of  other  districts. 

Very  little  change  has  talten  place  tn  the  prospects  of  the  maize  crop  in  the 
Orange  Free  State  as  coniiiareU  with  tlie  month  of  February.  The  yield  for  the 
whole  Province  is  stili  estimated  to  be  IS  per  cent  below  normal.  The  principal 
pro<liiclng  districts  have  l>een  affectet  by  too  much  rain  and  a  lack  of  warm 

ihe  condition  of  the  hoflr-com  crop  for  the  entire  Transvaal  Province  Is,  oa 
tbe  average,  slightly  worse  than  in  the  preceding  month.  The  estiuuite  Is  now 
placet]  at  14  iter  cent  below  normal.  Owing  to  tlie  adverse  weatlier  the  crop 
has  been  Injured  to  some  extent  in  the  majority  of  the  districts.  There  la  a 
small  reduction  in  the  crop  prospects  In  the  Orange  Free  Stofe  as  compared  with 
the  month  of  February.  The  crop  average  for  the  entire  Province  Is  now  esti- 
mated at  26  per  cent  below  normoli  being  largely  tlie  result  of  unfavorable 
weather  conditions. 

Tobacco  and  Cotton, 

■Vs  the  Transvaal  produces  the  built  of  the  Union's  tobacco  crop,  the  condition 
of  the  crop  In  this  Province  has  an  Important  bearing  on  the  country's  entire 
production.  The  acreage  Is  3  per  cent  less  than  timt  of  last  year,  and  the  re- 
sultant crop  growth  is  estimated  to  liave  been  14  per  cent  below  normal  at  the 
end  of  March.  In  the  district  of  Rustenborg,  from  which  the  major  portion  of 
tbe  Union's  crop  Is  obtained,  the  estimate  is  given  as  11  per  cent  b>^low  normal. 

In  a  great  many  cases  tlie  tobacco  was  planted  on  turf  soil.  The  result  was 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  plants  were  drowned  and  tiie  greater  ijart  of  the 
Temaloder  were  so  damaged  that  little  hope  Is  held  out  for  pro[>er  development. 
However,  the  damage  was  small  from  this  source  on  sandy,  soil.  On  account 
of  the  continued  rains  and  lack  of  sunshine  tobacco  has  been  severely  attacked 
by  white  rust.  In  the  other  main  producing  districts  of  the  Transvaal  tbe  crop 
Is  generally  estimated  to  be  from  12  to  SO  iter  cent  below  normal.  The  general 
crop  average  for  March  Id  the  Orange  Free  State  has  improved  somewhat  and 
the  estlnmte  is  said  to  be  about  normal. 

The  cotton  crop  tn  the  Transvaal  requires  a  normal  rainfall  of  25  to  30 
Inches  and  a  maximum  amount  of  heat  and  sunshine  during  the  fruiting  and 
harvesting  stage.  On  the  w.hole,  there  has  been  too  much  rain  and  cold  weather 
tor  the  crop  to  give  a  maximum  yield.  Insects  have  also  been  rather  destructive 
In  some  fields.  However,  the  indications  at  present  are  that  the  yield  for  the 
Union  will  t>e  10  per  cent  higher  than  that  of  last  season.  It  is  said  that  the 
Xtnstenburg  district  should  give  a  13  |)er  cent  Increase,  the  Waterherg  district 
about  the  same  as  lost  year,  and  the  eastern  Transvaal  an  Increase  as  high  m 
25  per  cent 
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BISUINaHAH  TO  IHCAEASE  CHAXt^S  FOE  GAS. 

[CoDiul  E.  Quldeman  DeiuilaoD,  Siniiliithain,  £D(laiid,  Jnoe  2B.| 

The  recent  order  of  the  coal  controller  authorizing  an  advance  of 
23.  6d.  ($0.60)  per  ton  in  the  price  of  coal,  will  toecessarily^nvolve 
an  increase  in  the  charges  for  gas  in  Birmingham,  and  It  lias  been 
decided  to  submit  recommendations  on  the  matter  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  cit;  council. 

Tlie  advance  in  the  price  of  coal  on  the  tonnage  of  coal  to  be  car- 
bonized represents  an  additional  charge  of  about  $500,000.  The 
jjresent  charge  for  gas  to  the  majority  of  the  citizens  is  2s.  8d.  ($0.65) 
per  1,000  cuoic  feet,  less  5  per  cent,  a  sum  which  is  lower  than  in 
most  towns  situated  at  a  similar  distance  from  the  coal  fields. 


rOEEION  CAPITAL  INVESTED  IN  AKOENTINA. 

[Commercial  Attacb^  Bobert  S,  Darrctt.  Bu^dos  Altes,  June  S.] 

Between  $4,000,000,000  and  $4,500,000,000  gold  of  foreign  capital 
is  invested  in  Argentina  according  to  an  estimate  made  by  Dr.  Alberto 
B.  Martinez,  the  well-known  Argentine  statistician,  who  delivered  a 
lecture  on  May  31  before  the  Institute  Popular  de  Conferencias 
(Popular  Institute  of  Conferences)  on  the  subject  of  foreign  capital 
investments  in  Argentina. 

Dr.  Martinez  stated  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  with  mathematical  ex- 
actitude what  proportion  of  the  total  corresponds  to  each  of  the 
foreign  nations  that  have  placed  capital  in  Argentina,  because  many 
operations  of  this  nature  evade  all  statistics.  He  stated,  however, 
that  the  British  investments  are  between  $2,000,000,000  and  $2,500,- 
000,000  gold,  and  that  this  explains  why,  from  a  relatively  remote 
date,  all  of  the  industrial,  commercial,  agricultural,  and  nuniiig  en- 
terprises that  enter  into  Argentine  statistics  carry  the  foreign  mark 
"  limited  "  to  such  a  degree  that  one  gets  the  impression  that  one  is 
dealing  with  a  purely  British  colony,  since  we  come  across  the  word 
"limited"  in  all  factories,  in  all  cntei'priaes,  and  in  all  insurance 
companies. 

Dr.  Martinez  divides  foreign  investments  in  Argentina  in  the  fol- 
lowing enterprises,  the  amounts  being  in  gold  pesos   of  $0.9648: 


Various  Argentine  loans  and  Issues 

K7, 303. 460 

Industrial  establishments 

507,760,000 

Ho  troable  to  liiij',  cheap,  convenient,  a  leal  Inveitment — Wax  Saving  Stampt. 
i:q,t7ed;>G00<:^lc 
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BEinSH  TBABE  IITVESnOATION  IN  THE  PACIHC  ISLASSS. 
(Concnl  Q«Deral  AlfKd  A.  Wlnslov,  AacUand,  New  Zealand,  Juoe  S.] 

The  Imperial  X)'A<^6  Commissioner  has  made  an  extensive  tour  of 
investigation  through  the  South  Pacific  Islands  immediatelj  tribu- 
tary to  New  Zealand,  including  Samoa,  Fiji,  Cook,  and  Tongan  Is- 
lands, and  reports  that  matters  are  looking  verj  favorable  in  those 
islands,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  increasing  the  British  trade  with  them, 
notwithstanding  the  increasing  competition  of  American  and  Japa- 
nese trade  in  this  part  of  the  Pacific. 


OFEHnra  of  the  cohhercial  huseith  of  mezico. 

[Vice  Conanl  Luther  K.  Zabrliikte,  Mexico  Clt^,  June  23.] 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Industry 
the  Commercial  Museum  of  Mexico  was  formally  opened  to  the  public 
on  June  25  by  President  Venustiano  Carranza,  who  was  assisted  at 
the  ceremonies  by  members  of  his  Cabinet  and  a  large  concourse  of 
local  public  officials,  business  men,  and  others.  Engineer  Alberto  J. 
Pani,  Secretary  of  Commerce  and  Indiistryj  delivered  the  only  formal 
address  of  the  day,  which  was  an  interestmg  discourse  on  the  com- 
mercial and  industrial  potentialities  of  the  Mertican  Republic,  with 
special  reference  to  the  importance  and  value  of  the  present  establish- 
ment here  of  the  Commercial  Museum  and  ijs  splendid  opportunity 
for  worth-while  accomplishments. 

The  museum  is  located  at  No.  80  Avenida  Juarez.  The  building 
which  houses  it  is  a  modern  two-story  edifice,  consisting  of  six  spacious 
rooms,  three  of  which  are  situated  on  the  ground  flood  and  three  on 
the  floor  above,  and  owing  to  its  central  location  is  admirably  adapted 
for  the  purpose. 

FSOF^OSEI)  STFDICATE  OF  ITALIAN  LIONITE  INTERESTS. 

A  promoting  committee  has  issued  an  invitation  to  all  mine  owners 
of  Tuscany  and  Umbria  to  discuss  a  scheme  for  a  syndicate  of 
hgnite  mines,  says  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  in  a  recent  issue. 
Cfae  committee's  circular  thus  explains  the  reasons  why  the  consti- 
tution of  the  syndicate  "  is  necessary  for  the  most  rapid  solution  of 
all  problems  arising  from  the  exploitation  of  the  lignite  subsoil " : 

The  General  ConjmlsBarlat  of  National  Combustibles,  by  n  series  of  (lecreea 
and  measares,  liae  done  soroethiiiK  toward  improviRg  matters,  but  nnturally 
GoTcmment  action  Is  taken  more  with  a  view  to  tLe  lotereats  of  tlie  State 
tban  to  those  of  producers  and  private  consumers. 

A  Syndicate  of  Supplies  has  also  t>een  formed,  with  other  and  definite  alms, 
which  acts  as  a  bookkeeping  department  between  the  State  nnrt  mine  owners. 

OwlDg  to  the  restricted  nature  of  the  duties  of  these  two  bodies,  however, 
they  have  iieen  -unabie  efficientiy  to  represent  the  mine  owners. 

Moreover,  It  Is  only  recently  that  the  lignite  industry  lias  takeir  solid  root 
ind  has  shown  any  consiOerahle  development,  so  it  is  not  surprising  tliat  only 
new  owners  have  tliought  of  ort^anizlnj;  themselves  and  formlni:  a  spcciat 
society  In  favor  of  the  Interests  of  the  Industrialists — not  so  much  with  regard 
to  any  eventual  conflict  of  views  with  ttie  goveramental  bodies,  but  in  order  to 
cooperate  with  them  In  the  common  Intei'ests. 

[A  review  of  the  Italian  lignite  industry  appeared  in  Commerce 
BEPoirra  for  Feb.  11,  1918.] 

"  TliriTe  by  Thrift,  Bay  War  Saving  Stamps."        ^  , 

CjOOt^lc 
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ITBiranATAH  TILADE  AHD  FXITAHCE  XH  TEE  WAB. 

[Prefiared  b;  the  I4lla-Amertcui  DItUeo,  Boroa  of  Focelxn  &Kd  Donestle  Coumerce.] 

Announcement  has  recently  been  made  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  by 
the  Uruguayan  Congreas  for  the  extensitm  of  a  credit  of  20,000,000 
pesos  to  the  United  States  for  the  financing  of  our  purchases  from 
that  country.  This  announcement  comes  after  negotiations  carried 
on  for  some  months.  It  is  in  line  with  the  similar  arrangement  m»de 
with  Argentina  the  paet  winter,  whereby  a  credit  of  40,000,000  pesos 
(since  increased  to  100,000,000  jtesoe)  was  agreed  upon.  It  is  analo- 
gous also,  with  the  credit  of  200,000,000  persos  extended  by  Argentina 
to  Great  Britain  and  France,  for  the  purchase  of  2,500,000  tons  of 
wheat  of  the  1917-18  harvest.  Last  February  the  Uruguayan  Con- 
gress sanctioned  a  similar  arrangement  with  Great  Britain  whereby  a 
credit  of  15,000,000  pesos  was  granted,  on  deposit  of  an  equal  sura  in 
bonds  of  the  Uruguayan  consoEdated  debt  held  in  Great  Britain. 

ITiese  financial  arrangements  all  have  their  origin  in  a  set  of  trade 
and  exchange  conditions  now  generally  prevalent  in  South  American 
countries.  The  war  has  brought  a  large  and  growing  demand  for 
South  American  food  and  other  raw  products.  At  the  same  time, 
imports  to  these  countries  have  been  restricted  by  the  need  of  conserv- 
ing tonnage  for  the  most  essential  uses.  The  result  is  a  growing  bal- 
ance of  trade  in  favor  of  the  South  American  countries.  At  the  same 
time,  the  normal  operation  of  the  foreign  exchanges  is  impeded  by  the 
necessity  for  restricting  the  export  of  cold  from  the  countries  at  war. 
And  in  the  absence  of  gold  shipments  there  is  no  ready  mechanism  for 
correcting  the  balance  of  payments  and  maintaining  stable  exchange 
conditions. 

It  is  this  combination  of  circumstances — the  growing  exports  of 
South  American  countries,  the  diminishing  imports  and  tho  absence 
of  gold  shipments  to  fill  the  gap — which  has  given  rise  to  life  abnor- 
mal state  of  the  exchanges,  and  to  the  series  of  negotiations  above 
dted  for  stabilizing  exchange. 
The  TTntsnayan  Trade  Balance. 

Though  Uruguay  is  the  smallest  South  American  eoimtrj,  it  stands 
fourth  m  foreign  tj-ade.  The  following  table  gives  tJ»e  total  value 
of  the  exports  and  imports  for  the  years  1913  to  1917,  induave,  the 
value  being  in  Uruguayan  pesos  (1  peso=$1.034) : 


Year. 

ImpotU. 

Eiports. 

Total. 

■as. 

SB 

37,  ass,  coo 

3t,  980,000 

S.S;S 

73,291,000 

!Sii 

Ptm. 
4-ii,i«,iioa 

+lftlS4«W 

The  com-se  of  Uruguayan  trade  during  the  war  presents  some  dif- 
ferences from  that  of  Argentina  and  Chile.  Neither  the  expansion 
of  exports  nor  the  diminution  of  imports  has  beoi  eo  maiied  as  in 
the  case  of  those  countries.    A  comparison  of  the  trade  balances  of 


D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 


OOMMEBCE   KEPOETS.  247 

TJrognay,  Argentina,  and  Chile  for  the  years  1913  to  1916,  inclusive, 
follows,  the  values  being  in  United  States  currency : 


Year. 

Trnde  balance  I.t— 

Uniguay. 

Argent  ina. 

Cblh,. 

+  tlR,;ijO,oao 
+  i5,7i»,ono 

+  35^;n;oc« 

+l»,977,000 

+3i9;;sc;ooo 

+325,  W7, 000 

+  53,0K,«» 

- 

'      ' 

These  figures  show  how  much  less  the  Unigiiayan  balance  ha&been 
affected  by  war-trade  conditions  than  ha^'e  the  Argentine  and  Chilean 
balances.  The  year  1915  shows  the  most  striking  change,  the  balance 
increasing  from  about  $16,000,000  to  about  $40,000,000.  Since  then 
the  movement  on  balance  has  been  the  other  way,  the  1916  balance 
showing  a  decrease  of  some  $4,000,000,  and  that  of  1917  ($32,932,900) 
a  further  decline  of  almost  $3,000,000.  Meantime  the  Argentine  and 
Chilean  balances  have  shown  n  larf^e  and  continiious  growth  in  favor 
of  those  coimtries.  Notwithstanding  tliis  difference,  liowever,  the 
Bituation  in  all  of  these  countries  is  fundamentally  similar.  In  each 
there  has  been  a  notable  expansion  of  trade  beginning  in  1915  as  an 
immediate  result  of  war  conditions,  and  in  each  the  trade  balance  in 
the  war  years  is  markedly  favorable. 
Alports  and  £xporti  Is  1917. 

Attention  is  called  especially  to  the  increase  of  Uruguayan  trade  in 
1917.  Exports  increased  over  35,000,000  pesos  and  imports  almost 
39,000,000  pesos,  as  compared  with  1916.  In  part  these  increases  are 
due  to  the  rising  prices  of  exports  and  imports.  Especially  is  this  the 
case  with  imports.  The  value  of  imports  for  1916  and  preceding 
years  is  .b&sed  on  the  official  customs  evaluations,  which  for  lack  of 
annual  revision  have  fallen  considerably  below  the  actual  market 
■value.  According  to  the  Uruguayan  Office  of  Statistics,  the  price  of 
imported  merchandise  had  by  1917  attained  a  level  30  per  cent  above 
the  official  customs  evaluations ;  and  some  articles  were  as  much  as  150 
per  cent  in  excess  of  the  official  evaluations.  The  1917  figures  for 
total  value  of  imports  are  based  on  the  actual  average  price  of  im- 
ported goods  in  that  year.  This  change  in  the  method  of  evaluating 
imports  mast  be  home  in  mind  in  considering  the  course  of  the  Uru- 
guayan balance  of  trade  during  the  war.  The  official  figui'cs  of  im- 
ports in  the  years  prior  to  1917  are  too  low.  Were  they  properly  re- 
Tised,  we  should  probably  find  a  condition  identical  with  that  in 
Argentina  and  Chile — a  favorable  trade  balance  which  has  grown 
steadily,  by  reason  of  the  continuous  expansion  of  exports  and  diml- 
nnCion  of  imports. 

More  sim)ificant  than  the  movement  of  imports  in  1917  was  that  of 
exports.  The  very  notable  increase  (over  50  per  cent)  over  the  1916 
figures  was  in  considerable  measure  the  result  of  expansion  in  the 
volume  of  trade,  as  well  as  of  the  rise  in  prices.  The  expansion  was 
the  result  of  two  factors,  the  growing  war  demand  for  food  products 
and  the  measures  taken  by  the  Uruguayan  Government  to  stimulate 
production.  The  most  notable  of  these  measures  are  the  reduction  of 
&0  per  cent  in  the  tax  on  cultivated  lauds  and  the  distribution  of  seed 

vie 
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for  the  sowing  of  cereals.  Uruguay  has  been  an  almost  purely  pas- 
toral country — ^ool,  hides,  and  meats  still  represent  about  90  per 
cent  of  ^e  total  exports.  As  a  result  of  theee  recent  measures,  how- 
ever, wheat  production  promises  to  assume  an  increasingly  prominent 
po^ti<m.  During  the  past  year  the  area  under  wheat  was  greatly  in- 
creased; the  harvest  was  abundant  (some  500,000  tons),  leaving  a 
surplus  for  export  of  about  200,000  tons.  Uruguay  appears  to  be 
leaving  the  purely  pastoral  stage  and  to  be  entering  definiteiy  into 
that  of  agriculture. 
The  Trade  Balance  and  Foreign  Esebaage. 

The  significojit  feature  of  these  tn^e  changes  is  their  effect  upon 
foreign  exchange.  Tlie  large  incomings  iittm  the  exports  are  not 
compensated  by  t^e  outgoings  to  pay  for  the  imports.  Export,  in 
fact,  exceed  the  sura  of  imports  and  of  outgoings  of  interest  cliarges 
on  foreign  capital  invested  in  the  country.  Tim  foreign  capital  con- 
sists of  Government  bonds  and  inveetni'mts  in  private  enterprise. 
The  total  public  dvht  of  Uruguay  on  January  1,  mS,  was  156,874,915 
pesos;  of  tliis  128,8^,2^  pesos  is  listed  as  external.  In  fact,  how* 
eTW,  a  considerable  part  of  the  ertemal  debt  is  now  held  in  Uruguay 
itself;  and  according  to  the  most  authoritative  estimates  Mily 
83,OO0j00O  pesos  of  Uruguayan  Govei-nment  bonds  are  now  held 
abroad.  Amortization  having  been  su^ended  in  1915  for  the  dura- 
tion of  the  war,  the  total  interest  paid  on  the  debt  in  1917  was 
C,040,494  pesos.  Aside  from  the  public  debt,  the  amount  of  the  for- 
eign capital  in  Uruguay  has  been  estimated  at  300,000,000  pesos,  of 
which  200,000,000  pesos  is  Briti^.  Annual  interest  cm  Uiis  capital 
at  S  per  cent  is  15^0,000  pesos.  The  maximum  charge  for  interest 
payments  on  all  foreign  capital  in  Uruguay  doee  not,  therefore,  ex- 
oeed  21,040,094  pesos.  Adding  tins  to  the  imports,  one  has  a  total 
of  outgoings  fi-om  the  oountxy  in  1917  of  $92,&16.1€2.  Expcwts 
($108,456,163)  exceed  this  amoimt  by  10,709,691  pesos.'        ., 

TbB  bearing  of  this  favorable  balance  on  foreign  exchange  is  mn< 
parent  The  supply  of  exchange  represented  by  the  exports  exceeds 
tiic  demand  represented  by  imports  and  iniefr^  charge  and  leaves 
a  ratrgio  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  any  minor  items  of  ongoings 
not  included  in  either  impoi-ts  or  interest  diarge.  This  excess  has 
not  been  compensated  by  gold  shipments  to  Uruguay,  and  has  re- 
sulted, therefore,  in  a  pronounced  rise  of  exchange,  representii^  a 
depreciatioit  of  foreign  moneys  in  terms  of  the  Uruguayan  monetaij 
unit — the  gold  peso.  For  example,  before  the  war  the  Uruguayaa 
peso  was  equivalent  to  51^  Briti^  pence.  It  has  since  ruled  as  hisfa. 
IS  6&jd.,  in  May,  191S.  ThU  rate  i-epresents  a  depreciatioa  of  ma 
pound  sterling  of  about  29  per  oent.  The  depreciation  of  the  doilar 
has  been  equally  great.  By  January,  1917,  it  had  fallen  to  94.S; 
during  the  course  of  the  year  it  fell  llj  points,  the  rate  ruling  in 
Iteoember,  1917,  being  63.  The  lire,  which  in  January,  1917,  stood 
at  7.2S,  ruled  in  December  at  9.S0.  Exchai^  on  France,  Antwerp, 
and  Spain  showed  greats-  steadiness. 
The  Wse  rf  Prices. 

One  result  of  this  dislocation  of  the  exchange  has  been  the  strik- 
ing rise  in  the  prices  of  Uruguavan  exports.  To  offset  the  discount 
of  20-30  per  cent  on  cxdiange,  the  exporter  had  to  ask  a  greatly  in- 
creased price  for  his  product.    Wool  was  quoted  in  January,  ISlT, 
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ftt  9  pesos  gold  per  10  kilos,  whereas  in  January,  1918,  it  sold  at  14 
pesos  gold.  Sheepskins  rose  in  the  same  time  from  6.80  pesos  to 
5.50  pesos.  Flour  rose  from  7  to  10  pesos  and  wheat  from  6  to  7 
pesos. 

The  high  exchange  and  i-esultant  inflated  prices,  together  with  the 
difficulty  of  securing  bottoms,  have  prevented  the  export  trade  from 
expanding  as  much  as  it  would  otherwise  have  done.  The  dislocation 
of  exchange  daunts  the  exporter,  and  the  high  prices  repel  tho  foreign 
buyer,  who  seeks  naturally  to  buy  in  the  cheapest  and  safest  market. 
A  computation  made  at  the  end"  of  February,  1918,  showed  that  in 
consequence  of  unstable  exchange  only  one-third  of  the  total  wool 
production  of  Uruguay  had  been  exported.  Large  quantities  of  hides 
were  being  held  up  bv  the  same  dilEcuIty.  Virtually  no  wheat  had 
been  exported,  notwitlistanding  the  fact  that  the  export  prohibition 
(imposed  in  1915)  had  been  removed  and  that  there  was  an  excess 
of  some  200,000  tons  over  domestic  needs. 

A  well-considered  credit  arrangement  for  the  stabilization  of  ex- 
change, such  as  that  outlined  in  tlio  new  Uruguayan  bill,  would  re- 
move these  obstacles.  The  arrangements  for  the  same  purpose  effected 
by  Argentina  last  winter  have  already  .resulted  in  an  appreciation  of 
5  to  10  per  cent  in  the  dollar  and  in  the  poimd  sterling.  Similar  ar- 
raneements  in  Uruguay  would  unquestionably  have  a  similar  effect. 
And  the  fall  of  exchange  would  not  merely  facilitate  buying  by  the 
allied  nations,  but  would  bring  into  the  Uruguayan  market  other 
buyers,  who  are  now  kept  off  by  the  25  to  30  per  cent  extra  charge 
on  Uruguayan  goods  occasioned  by  tlie  present  nigh  exchange.  It  is 
in  tho  interest  of  all  concerned,  therefore,  that  adequate  stabilization 
agreements  be  perfected. 
United  Statei  Iiftde  With  Vrugiiar. 

The  financial  and  trade  conditions  of  Uruguay  are  becoming  of  in- 
creasing importance  to  American  exporters  and  importers  because 
of  the  notable  increase  of  our  trade  with  that  country  during  the  war. 
Id  1910  the  trade  with  England  represented  about  19  per  cent  of  the 
total  Uruguayan  foreign  trade;  that  with  France  about  16  per  cent; 
that  with  Germany  13  per  cent;  that  with  Belgium  13  per  cent;  and 
that  with  the  United  States  less  than  9  per  cent.  In  1915  German  and 
Belgian  trade  had,  of  course,  ceased.  The  British  trade  re()i-esented 
about  the  same  proportion  of  the  total  trade  as  in  1910,  The  French 
had  increased  to  18  per  cent,  and  that  of  the  United  States  to  about 
18  per  cent.  Since  1915  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Uru- 
guay has  grown  markedly.  Both  imports  and  exports  have  more 
thin  doubled,  and  in  1917  our  trade  represented  29  per  cent  of  the 
total. 

The  following  table  compares  the  trade  between  Uruguay  and  the 
United  States  wil^  that  between  Uruguay  and  Great  Britain : 


Year. 

lire. 

atBtea. 

BriUtD. 

EiporU 

rromUnrted 

Stales. 

BrlWln. 

IIS 

21,050.035 
1«,U3,S9» 

IT.fll7,110 
1,  IK,  1 J3 
7,8KS,633 

n,  8^3,363 

11, 052,  Ml 
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British  trade  shows  only  moderate  changes,  as  compared  with  that 
of  the  United  States.  Our  exports  to  Uruguay  increased  142  per  cent. 
Our  imports  from  Uruguay  increased  from  the  insignificant  figure  of 
$1,860,009  to  $33,175,381,  an  increase  of  $31,315iS72,  or  over  1,600 
per  cent. 

FOREIGN  TARIFFS. 
AEGENTDJA. 
XeKiotratlon  ot  Commercial  namei. 

Regulations  in  furtherance  of  the  Argentine  act  for  the  registra- 
tion of  commercial  names  and  designations  were  adopted  December 
20,  1917,  according  to  a  notice  appearing  in  "  Patentes  y  Marcas  "  of 
February  5, 1918.  The  benefits  of  this  new  form  of  registration  that 
will  be  derived  by  foreign  companies  are  restricted  by  the  provision 
that  the  register  shall  include  only  the  names  of  national  houses  and 
establishments  and  of  branches  or  agencies  of  foreign  concerns,  and- 
in  applying  for  registration  it  is  necessary  to  prove  that  the  domestic 
business  taxes  for  the  current  year  have  been  paid.  Furthermore 
such  registration  will  not  secure  any  protection  for  the  mark  as  used 
on  goods  themselves.  It  is  improbable,  therefore,  that  the  new  form 
of  registration  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  manufacturers  and  export- 
ers in  foreign  countries,  and  it  is  recommended  that  trade  names 
used  as  trade-marks  be  registered  as  ordinary  trade-marks. 

[A  statement  of  tbe  provl.siutiK  of  the  original  law  providing  for  tlie  registra- 
tion of  conmierclal  names  was  giv«i  lu  Foreign  Tariff  Notes,  No.  25,  p.  202.] 
BOLIVIA. 
tPtiloDt  una  Traac-Murk  Review,  April,  1018.1 
New  Trade- Hark  Law. 

A  new  law  governing  the  registration  and  protection  of  trade- 
marks and  commercial  names  was  enacted  in  Bolivia  January  15, 
1918,  and  entered  into  force  three  imonths  thereafter.  The  period 
of  protection,  which  was  formerly  unlimited,  is  now  fixed  at  10  years. 
Marks  already  registered  will  continue  to  be  protected  for  10  years 
from  the  date  of  registration  upon  the  payment  of  the  annual  taxes 
prescribed  by  the  former  law,  and  wliere  the  annual  fees  have  b(»n 
paid  in  advance  for  a  longer  period  the  registration  will  continue 
m  force  throughout  the  time  for  which  taxes  have  been  paid,  but  no  1 
new  payments  of  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  extending  tne  duration 
will  be  accepted. 

The  law  resembles  those  of  most  other  Latin-American  countries  I 
in  recognizing  priority  of  registration  as  the  basis  of  ownership. 
Provision  is  made,  however,  for  opposing  the  application  for  or  se- 
curing the  cancellation  of  the  registration  of  marks  consisting  of 
names  of  persons  or  business  firms,  and  priority  of  use  will  eridently 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  some  cases,  as  the  law  states  that 
"  where  priority  in  the  use  of  the  mark  is  involved,  only  absolute 
proof  will  be  accepted."  Commercial  names,  including  the  names  of 
corporations,  are  entitled  to  protection  without  the  necessity  of  regis- 
tration. In  order  to  secure  additional  protection  such  names  may 
be  entered  in  a  special  register  directed  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

In  making  application  for  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  there 
should  be  submitted  data  as  to  the  name  and  address  of  the  manu- 
facturer, six  copies  of  the  mark,  an  electrotype,  and  a  description  in 
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duplicate  of  the  mark  and  the  goods  on  which  it  is  to  be  used.  For 
the  purposes  of  the  Uw,  goods  are  divided  into  20  classes,  and  for 
registration  of  a  mark  for  one  class  of  goods  there  is  a  fee  of  30 
bolivianos  ($11.67^,.  with  5  bolivianos  ($1.95)  extra  for  each  addi- 
tional class.  Publication  must  be  made  three  times  at  an  expense  of 
2  bolivianos  for  each  time,  and  after  the  last  publication  50  days  are 
allowed  within  which  to  enter  opposition. 
ICarks  for  Thansaeentical  Preparations. 

Only  in  the  case  of  marks  for  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  prod- 
ucts is  registration  compulsory.  According  to  article  7 :  "  The  regis- 
tration of  marks  for  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products  shall  be 
obligatory.  In  the  case  of  medicinal  specifics  (patent  medicines) 
the  formula  of  the  component  substances  .shall  be  set  forth  on  the 
container  or  on  the  conjointly  affixed  label." 

CAHADA. 
Vtee  AdmlHion  of  AKrionlUral  ICftaklB«i7.   • 

Exemption  from  duty  upon  entry  into  Canada  is  granted  for  ma- 
chines for  agricultural  purposes  when  brought  by  settlers  and  if 
actually  owned  abroad  by  the  persons  who  enter  them  for  at  least 
six  months  before  removal  to  Canada.  The  flotice  of  this  exemption 
in  Customs  Memorandum  No.  22I3B,  June  11,  contains  the  further 
conditions  that  tlie  machines  in  qu^ion  must  be  brought  by  the 
settler  at  the  time  of  his  first  arrival  and  are  not  to  be  sold  or  other- 
wise disposed  of  without  payment  of  duty  until  after  12  months  of 
actual  use  in  Canada. 

This  privilege  of  free  admission  is  similar  to  that  granted  in 
case  of  vehicles  and  implements  moved  by  mechanical  power,  as  de- 
scribed in  CoMMBRCB  Eepobts  for  March  29.  The  concession  is  effec- 
tive in  both  cases  during  the  period  of  the  war  and  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

1 1  OBJSEOE. 

(CoDEUl  OGDeral  Aleiandei'  W.  Wcddell,  AtbcDi.  Uaj  1.] 
txtit  Chanru  and  Exemptions. 

By  decree  of  April  4/17,  1918,  the  exemption  for  goods  imported 
into  Greece  by  public  authorities  is  considerably  enlarged.  At  pres- 
ent free  admission  is  granted  in  the  case  of  drugs  and  sanitary  sup- 
plies for  the  Greek  Bed  Cross  and  of  articles  for  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  municipal  and  communal  roads,  squares,  and 
aqueducts,  when  imported  directly  by  the  mimicipalities,  as  well  as 
of  articles  imported  by  municipalities  or  communes  for  the  produc- 
tion of  gas  or  electricity.  A  special  permit  from  the  Minister  of 
Finance,  nowever,  is  required. 

The  same  law  temporarily  reduces  the  duty  on  coconut  oil  to  43,50 
drachmas  per  100  okes  (^.97  per  100  pounds) .  The  duty  on  coconuts 
and  peanuts  fixed  by  twiff  item  47b  is  canceled,  and  they  will  accord- 
ingly be  admitted  nee  of  duty  like  other  oleaginous  substances. 

KZZICO. 

Changes  in  the  Mexican  import  and  export  tariffs  and  r^ulations 
cootinue  to  be  very  frequent,  but  so  far  there  has  been  no  intimation 
of  any  intention  to  adopt  differential  tariffs,  which  were  authorized 
by  the  law  of  December  25,  1917,  (See  Commerce  Reports  of  Feb. 
W,  1918.)     The  following  sununaiy  of  changes  mode  during  recent 
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months  is  based  principally  on  reports  from  the  American  Ambas- 
sador and  from  Vice  Consul  Luther  K.   Zabriskie,  Mexico  City, 
and  on  the  tests  of  the  various  measures  appearing  in  "  El  EcodO' 
mista  "  and  in  the  "  Diario  OficiaL" 
Import  Dvtlei. 

Notices  of  the  more  important  changes  n\  the  Mexican  import 
tariff  have  already  been  given  in  Commerce  REpoirra.  Among  the 
decrees  on  the  subject  is  one  of  June  21,  1918,  modifying  the  duties 
on  packing  bags  and  sacks.  Heretofore  such  bags  have  been  dutiable 
according  to  the  component  fabric  without  surtax.  Under  the  new 
classification  cotton  bags  will  be  dutiable  at  the  rate  of  0.12  peso  per 
kilo,  gross  weight,  representing  an  increase,  except  in  the  case  of  bags 
made  of  other  than  plain  fabrics.  The  new  duties  on  bags  of  jute, 
abaca,  hemp,  and  similar  fibers,  however,  are  only  half  of  those  appli- 
cable to  the  component  fabrics,  ranging  from  0,06  to  0.10  peso  per 
kilo  gross  weight,  according  to  the  thread  count  and  weight.  • 

Another  measure,  adopted  April  3,  1918,  makes  material  increases 
in  the  duties  on  tobacco,  crown  corks,  pins,  and  sliirts.  The  new  rates 
on  tobacco,  crown  corks,  and  pins  are  approximately  double  those 
formerly  in  force,  a  new  classification  being  established  for  crown 
corks  and  pins,  as  also  for  shirts  and  underwear  of  linen  or  wool.  In 
place  of  the  single  rate  of  3  pesos  per  kilo  legal  weight  for  linen 
shirts  and  underwear  there  are  now  rates  ranging  from  6.50  to  10.50 
pesos  per  kilo,  while  rates  of  12  and  13.50  pesos  per  kilo  are  sub- 
stituted for  tlie  rate  of  3  pesos  per  kilo  formerly  applicable  to 
woolen  garments.  At  the  same  time  the  duties  on  cotton  shirts  with 
linen  bosoms  or  cuffs  are  modified  in  order  to  conform  to  the  classifi- 
cation of  cotton  shirts  adopted  in  1917.  (See  Commerce  Keports  of 
Nov.  3, 1917.) 
GlaeinatoeTapti  Films  and  KacUnes. 

The  same  decree  increased  the  duty  on  printed  cinematograph  films 
from  1.50  pesos  to  5  pesos  per  kilo,  legal  weight.  The  duty  was  again 
reduced  to  1.50  pesos  per  kilo,  however,  by  an  order  published  May 
29, 1918.  This  order  further  directed  the  discontinuance  of  the  prac- 
.tice  of  permitting  the  importation  of  cinematograph  films  under  Ibond 
to  secure  tlie  amount  of  the  duty,  to  be  canceled  upon  reexportation. 
The  import  duty  is  claimed  to  be  insignificant  in  view  of  the  ligh» 
weight  of  the  films  and  the  profits  derived  by  the  importers.  The 
rate  of  duty  on  cinematograph  machines  and  photographic  cameras 
is  also  changed  by  reason  of  the  new  classification  assigned  to  them 
by  a  decree  of  May  7,  1918.  Heretofore  they  have  been  dutiable  at 
0.02  peso  per  Irilo  as  machines  for  industrial  use.  Under  the  new 
classification  they  will  pay  the  duties  applicable  to  manufactures  of 
the  respective  materials,  which  in  the  case  of  articles  not  otherwise 
specified  of  iron  or  steel  weighing  over  10  kilos  each,  is  0.18  peso  per 
kilo.  Separate  and  repair  parts  other  than  lenses  are  subject  to  the 
Eame  rates. 
Inoreated  Duties  on  Paper.  "^  -"■■ 

A  decree  of  May  24,  1918,  establishes  new  rates  of  import  duty  on 
paper  specified  in  tariff  items  580-587,  averaging  15  per  cent  higher 
than  the  former  rates.  News  print  and  other  wliite  paper  containing 
more  than  40  per  cent  of  mechanical  wood  pulp  and  weighing  from 
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50  to  100  grains  per  square  meter,  which  was  formerly  admitted  free, 
is  now  dutiable  at  0.12  peso  per  kilo,  instead  of  0.10  peso  per  kilo,  as 
had  at  first  been  reported,  and  as  was  stated  in  Comubrce  Reports  of 
May  28, 1S18. 

Correction  should  also  be  made  of  the  statement  appearing  in 
Commerce  Reports  of  June  17,  relative  to  the  Auiy  on  packing  ma- 
terial. The  duty  of  0.01  peso  per  kilo  therein  referred  to  applies  to 
wood  for  packing  cases  or  crates,  as  specified  in  tariff  item  No.  146, 
and  not  to  that  used  as  containei-s  for  the  importation  of  other  goods. 
Export  Ilnties. 

The  principal  changes  in  the  Mexican  export  tariff  have  already 
been  referred  to  in  Comsiebce  Reports.  Among  the  articles  the 
export  duties  on  which  have  recently  been  modined,  together  with 
the  present  rates  of  duty,  are  the  following:  Dry  maguey  leaves, 
0.10  peso  per  100  kilos;  bones,  0.30  peso  per  100  kilos;  forage  not 
otherwise  specified,  0.25  peso  per  100  kilos;  heads  of  "Sotol"  {a 
pFant  for  cattle  feed  resembling  alfalfa),  0,25  peso  per  100  kilos; 
tobacco  in  the  leaf  or  manufactured,  0,75  peso  per  kuo;  and  green 
or  drj-  alligator,  crocodile,  and  lizard  skins,  0,0-2  peso  per  kilo.  It 
had  previously  been  directed  that  the  exportation  of  tobftcco  should 
not  be  permitted,  pending  the  adoption  of  new  export  duties  on 
that  product.  It  is  also  reported  that  export  duty  will  shortly  bo 
imposed  on  the  "  gobernadora "  fiber,  which  has  lately  acquired 
much  importance  because  of  its  use  in  the  manufacture  of  explosives. 
This  plant  grows  wild  in  various  parts  of  the  Republic,  and  a  num- 
ber of  contracts  for  its  exploitation  have  been  signed.  Recent 
monthly  schedules  of  the  exjwrt  duties  applicable  to  petroleum 
products  show  few  variations  from  tlie  earlier  rates. 

Taxc»  on  Hinei  and  Metali, 

The  export  duties  on  metals  were  slightly  modified  by  a  decree 
of  April  26,  1018,  which  contain?  also  a  consolidation  and  reonact- 
ment,  with  certain  changes,  of  other  laws  relating  to  mines.  A 
stamp  tax  of  8  per  cent  ad  valorem  is  specified  for  exported  gold 
or  silver  in  the  form  of  ore  or  mixed  with  substances  other  than 
metals,  while  gold  and  siUer  in  bullion  or  mixed  only  with  other 
metals  are  subject  to  a  tax  of  7  per  cent  on  the  official  values.  Tlie 
duties  on  copper  nre  fixed  at  from  2J  to  5  per  cent  of  the  value,  de- 
pending on  the  form  and  copper  content,  while  for  lead,  tungsten, 
molybdenum,  manganese,  graphite,  and  mercury  the  rate  is  3  per 
cent  as  heretofore-  Zinc,  tin,  antimony,  and  other  metals  or  min- 
erals not  specifically  provided  for  are  subject  fo  a  duty  of  1  per 
cent  ad  valorem  upon  exportation.  The  rates  .stated  in  Commerce 
Rxpofirrs  of  February  26, 1918,  sliould  be  modified  accordingly.  The 
monthly  schedules  of  export  duties  on  metals  issued  since  this  decree 
show  slight  decreases  in  the  actual  rates  on  lead,  zinc,  and  antimony. 
In  the  case  of  silver,  however,  the  new  rates  are  approximately  66J 
per  cent  higher  than  those  formerly  in  force. 

The  mint  is  directed  to  receive  gold  for  coinage  at  a  fixed  price 
without  limit,  but  as  regards  silver  special  permission  must  bo 
secured  from  the  Mexican  Treasury  Department,  and  the  price  to  be 
pud  will  depend  on  the  New  York  quotation  for  silver.  A  reduc- 
tion is  made  in  the  "pertencncia"  tax  on  the  ownership  of  mining 
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Sroperties.  Another  provision  of  the  same  decree  admits  free  of 
uty  the  following  materials,  when  imported  for  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  ores:  Zinc  and  aluminum  In  ingots,  tiling,  grains,  or  wire; 
sulphur;  alkaline  cyanides;  hyposulphite  of  sodium;  saltpeter,  or 
nitrate  of  potassium  or  soidiuui;  acetate  of  lead;  and  perforated 
sheets  of  zinc, 
other  Cliaiie«i. 

The  exportation  of  seeds,  bulbs,  and  sprouts  of  lienequen,  zapupe, 
lechiiguilla,  palma,  maguey,  and  other  fibrous  plants  is  prohibited  by 
an  order  in  force  from  June  3.  Another  order  published  June  22  pro- 
hibits the  exportation  of  the  products  of  natural  salt  mines  except  by 
those  who  have  received  from  the  Department  of  Industry,  Com- 
meree  and  Labor,  a  concession  to  exploit  them.  Tlie  object  of  the 
measure  is  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  speculations  in  the  salt  mines 
along  the  coasts,  which  are  national  properties  and  have  been  sub- 
ject to  exploitation  by  persons  without  any  legal  title  to  tliom. 


THE  BSAZniAN  TBADE  IN  AUTOHOBILES. 

IVlce  Consul   Richnrd  P.   MomBco.  Rio  de  Janeiro.] 

Statistics  of  the  imports  of  automobiles  during  1917,  compared  with 
those  of  the  preceding  four  venrs,  sliow  some  interesting  facts. 
Although , during  1917  the  total  imports  into  Brazil  from  all  coun- 
tries showed  a  total  of  but  1.C48  cai-s,  wliich  is  only  slijrhtly  more 
than  half  the  number  of  cai-s  imported  during  1913.  it  indicates  that 
the  automobile  market  is  showing  signs  of  rerival,  for  the  imports 
during  1917  were  greater  than  during  the  years  1914,  1915,  and  1916 
combined.  During  the  year  preceding  the  war  France  furnished  more 
than  25  per  cent  of  the  entire  Brazihan  importations  of  automobiles, 
the  United  States  held  second  place,  and  Germany  ranked  third.  In 
1914  the  United  States  occupied  first  place,  although  the  total  im- 
portations declined  more  than  75  per  cent  as  compared  with  the 
year  preceding.  Since  then  American  cars  have  been  imported  into 
Brazil  almost  exclusively. 

Santoi  and  Bio  de  Janeiro  tlie  Principal  Porta  of  Entry. 

Out  of  a  total  importation  of  1^048  cars  in  1917,  1,574  were  of 
American  manufacture.  War  requirements  have  almost  eliminated 
French  and  British  cars  from  this  market.  Prior  to  the  war  Kio  de 
Janeiro  and  Santos  about  equally  sliared  the  bulk  of  the  automobile 
importations;  in  1917,  however,  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  entire 
number  imported  were  received  at  the  port  of  Santos.  A  comparison 
of  tlie  numoer  of  cars  and  the  total  values  imported  at  each  of  these 
ports  indicates  that  the  higher  grade  of  car  is  received  at  Bio  de  Ja- 
neiro principally  for  pleasure  purposes,  while  tliose  imported  at 
Santos  are  in  a  large  measui-e  destined  for  the  interior  in  the  coffee 
and  other  agricultural  zones,  where  tlie  use  of  automobiles  is  becom- 
ing very  common.  The  average  value  of  the  cars  imported  during 
liQ7  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  was  $1,2(51,  while  those  entered  at  Santos  had 
an  average  value  of  less  than  $800.  In  spite  of  the  general  decline  in 
the  total  imports,  Pernambuco  in  the  north  and  Porto  Alegre  in  the 
south,  two  very  prosperous  regions,  increased  their  imports  mate- 
rially. 
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Vkut  of  Bneli  Conatry  ii  ike  Import  Trade— AnlTali,  by  Ports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  value  of  automobiles 
imported  into  Brazil  from  each  country: 


lUS 

1U4 

1915 

Win 

„, 

'iS'      ^'•'"*- 

t? 

Vd„. 

■ST 

Value. 

^' 

Vilue. 

bM-. 

Vnlue. 

M3  11,030,  ns 
to    'm'.m 

811        7ftS.7M 
B53     1,ES5,Z}2 

J5 
4B 

Ifia^lil 

liii 

s 

K.Sfll 

^st^:::::: 

^ 

13J,3M 

10,  BW 

n'uo 

AM 

39 

i&,'t» 

9(»1 

l,K4 

i 

#1,^1 7M 

Sr^;;:;:: 

TottI 

1.218  i,m,ml  714 

I,0»I,M1 

314 

l»,3i8 

SW 

405, 9S1 

L,Mg 

1,411,!» 

"  The  number  and  value  of  the  automobiles  arriving  at  each  port  in 
Brazil  were  as  follows: 
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Considerable  change  is  to  be  noted  in  the  automobile  business  here 
during  the  past  five  years.  At  that  time  roadsters  or  low-priced 
cars  were  entirely  unknown.  It  was  a  curiosity  to  see  an  automobile 
owner  drive  his  own  car,  for  he  uauallv  required  not  only  a  chauffeur, 
but  a  footman,  known  here  as  the  "  aajtitante,"  as  well,  Americans, 
many  of  whom  drive  their  own  automobiles,  have  perhaps  had  some 
influence  in  causing  Brazilians  to  do  likewise,  thus  making  the  owner- 
diip  of  automobiles  possible  for  a  greater  number  of  persons,  due  to 
the  reduction  in  operating  e.\pcnses. 

Excessive  license  taxes,  the  high  cost  of  gasoline,  and  the  lack  of 
roads  suitable  for  pleasure  trips  of  any  distance,  are  perhaps  the 
greatest  obstacles  in  the  trade  at  present.  There  is,  of  course,  the 
added  difficulty  in  obtaining  freights,  some  dealers  complaining  that 
they  have  orders  for  large  number  of  cars  on  which  they  are  unable 
to  obtain  delivery. 

During  the  war  period  many  American  automobile  manufacturers 
have  sent  representatives  to  Brazil.  In  some  instances  excellent 
agency  connections  have  been  established,  and  a  permanent  business 
seems  likely ;  others  have  been  less  fortunate,  and  after  haviug  sold  » 
few  cars  tfaieir  business  ceased  entirely. 
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American  automobile  tires,  accessories,  motorcycles,  und  bicyclea 
are  finding  an  increasing  market  in  Brazil. 


FOREIGN  TBADE  OPPOETTTNITtES. 

BcRPrved  addrpftscB  ma;  be  obtalDPd  from  the  Bnpeaa  and  Its  district  and  Eooprrs- 
tlve  offlrtn.  Request  for  each  opporlunltj  should  be  on  a  separate  Bbeet  and  ■»!« 
opportBDltr  nnmliop.  The  Barmn  does  not  rurnlab  credit  ratlnKs  or  assume 
reaponiilblllty  as  to  the  Btandlog  o(  foreign  Inqnlrers ;  the  asual  precautions  should  be 
takeo  In  all  cases.  Symbols :  *  Reported  by  American  consular  offleeta ;  t  Keported  by 
CommerclBl  atlach^  and  eummerclal  amenta ;  t  Direct  Inqulrlea  received  by  the  Bureau. 
In  conaldertnK  thp  rallawliiR  "  opportoDlllPB  " 

hud  to  the  laiT«  itnd  rpKalatlon*  sovcputbff  exj 

Automobile  and  arlatlon  materials 

Bicycles  aud  accesBorlea 

Dry  (nioda 


il  Instruments 


Sausage  caBlDRS Z71&Z 

Bewing  macbiues  aud  accessories STI1I7 

Sheet  metal 2T1S5 

Tf  lepboae  equlpmeat i!7ltS 

Tools _  27200 


27191. t — A  man  In  Australia  desires  to  secure  ngenoles  for  the  sale  of  dry  goodn 
of  all  descriptions.  Samples  and  full  pnrtlculnrs  slioDl<1  be  submitted.  Pay- 
ment will  be  made  by  sight  draft  or  00  or  00  dnys.  American  firms  should 
state  commission  allowed,  whether  cabling  costs  are  paid  by  them,  and  full 
Information.    Reference. 

27102.* — A  firm  in  Spain  Is  In  the  market  for  beef-trIpe  casings  for  sausages. 
Payment  will  be  made  at  destination  upon  arrival  of  goods.  Correspoudeuce 
should  be  In  Spanish  or  French.    References. 

27193.* — An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  France  for  the  sale  of  electrical 
appliances.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    Reference. 

27194.* — A  firm  In  Bolivia  desires  to  purchase  tlie  necessary  equipment  for  the 
installation  of  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  woolen  cloth.  Catalogues, 
price  lists,  and  full  details  should  be  submitted  for  machinery  for  washing, 
splnninf;,  weaving,  and  other  operations  connected  with  the  Industry.     Ref- 

27195. • — An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  firm  In  Australia  for  the  sale  of  sheet  Iron 
and  steel;  telephone  equipment:  nail  wire;  brass,  copper,  and  aluminum 
sheets ;  and  rubber  goods.    References. 

27196. • — A  nian  In  Spain  wishes  to  secnre  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  novelties 
of  all  kinds,  especially  Inventions  recently  patented.  He  will  also  make 
purchases  If  practicable.  Payment  will  be  made  at  destlnatioa  on  arrival 
of  goo<ts.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 

27197.* — A  firm  in  France  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  sewr 
Ing  machines,  bicycles,  and  accessories  for  such.  The  firm  especially  de- 
sires to  secure  the  representation  of  houses  prepared  to  furnish  regularly 
stocks  of  detached  pieces  for  American  machines  and  cycles,  many  of 
which  are  in  use  in  that  section.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 
References. 

27198.* — A  music  house  In  Switzerland  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency 
for  the  sale  of  phonograph  disks  of  all  sixes  for  the  needle  system,  mouth 
organs,  hand  harmonicas,  cylinder  recoi-ds,  and  zithers.  Payment  will  t>e 
made  against  bit!  of  lading  or  agency  terras.  Correspondence  should  be  IQ 
French,    References. 


27200.t — A  national  school  of  applied  arts  and  trades  in  Bolivia  desires  to  pur- 
chase machinery,  tools,  equipment,  and  materials  Deceasary  for  teaching 
work  ill  wood,  metal,  leather,  and  textiles. 
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GUATAQTriL  HABOT  SEFORT  FOE  HAY. 

EConsnl  General  Frederic  W.  Coding,  Gonyaqull,  Ecuador,  June  13-1 

Opening  May  cacao  prices  were  $8.64,  $8.23,  and  $7.82  for  Arriba, 
Balao,  and  Machala,  respectively,  which  prices  remained  firm  until 
the  20th  of  the  month,  when  the  Association  lowered  the  price  $0.82 
per  hundred,  thereby  making  the  closing  quotations  $7.82,  $7.41, 
and  $7.  Although  the  May  deliveries  were  of  some  importance,  the 
total  deliveries  for  the  past  five  months  are  less  than  for  previous 
years.  The  New  York  market  sales  have  been  insignificant,  and  the 
stock  on  hand  has  increased  from  210,000  bags  in  Febniarv  to  430,000 
in  May.  The  exports  for  the  month  amoimted  to  6,254,729  pounds, 
of  which  7,571  pounds  were  shipped  to  Chile  and  6^47,158  pounds 
to  the  United  States. 

The  coffee  market  was  quiet,  quotations  being  $9.05  and  $8.64  for 
first  and  second  grade  coffee;  469,424  pounds  were  shipped  to  Chile. 

Hides  were  weak  at  $9.05  for  serranos,  $8.23  for  criollos,  and  $4.12 
for  picadoa.  The  total  exportation  of  150,957  pounds  was  for  the 
United  States. 

There  were  no  receipts  of  ivory  nuts  during  May,  and  no  quotations 
or  sales,  as  has  been  the  case  for  the  past  several  months. 

Owing  to  restrictions  on  the  importation  of  rubber  into  the  United 
Stat«s,  there  was  none  shipped  during  the  month.  Nominal  quota- 
tions were:  Maroma,  $20.58,  and  Hojas,  $16.46. 

The  imports  amounted  to  48,759  packages  weighing  4.167  tons,  and 
were  from  the  following  countries :  Canal  Zone,  370;  Chile,  10.946; 
Prance,  70;  Japan,  172;  Peru,  5.028;  Spain,  1,01)1 ;  United  Kingdom, 
1^55 ;  United  States,  29,763 ;  and  Uruguay,  04  packages. 

The  official  bank  exchange  rate  was  243. 

87976*7^18  aST 
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EXPOBT  LICENSES  FOR  FOSTACtE  AND  OTEEB  BTAKFS. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
171),  the  following  regulations  governing  the  exportation  of  postage 
stamps,  revenue  stamps,  and  other  stamps  of  similar  character,  either 
canceled  or  uncanceled,  which  amplify  the  regulations  announced 
Maj;  14,  1918  (W.  T.  B.  R.  109) : 

Licenses  may  be  granted  freely  authorizing  tlie  exportation  to  one 
or  more  consignees,  whose  names  need  not  be  specified  on  the  license, 
of  a  single  parcel  or  an  unlimited  number  of  parcels  of  canceled  or 
uncanceled  postage  stamps,  revenue  stamps,  or  other  stamps  of  a 
similar  cliaracter.  Such  licenses  shall  be  valid  for  a  period  of  90 
days  and  for  the  transmission  of  said  stamps  by  i-egistered  or  first- 
class  mail  only.  They  shall  not  be  valid  for  shipments  to  persons  on 
the  Enemy  Trading  List. 

The  parcel  shall  Dear  plainly  marked  on  the  wrapper  the  license 
number  and  description  of  contents  and  must  be  addressed  to  the  con- 
^gnce  in  care  of  the  Postal  Censorship  Committee  at  either  New 
York  City,  N.  T. ;  Key  West,  Fla. ;  New  Orleans,  La- ;  San  Antonio, 
Tex.;  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Seattle,  Wash.;  or  Honolulu,  Hawaii; 
and  the  shipment  shall  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  Postal  Censorship  Committee  may  from  time  to  time  promul- 
gate. The  name  and  address  of  the  consignor  must  also  appear  on 
the  wrapper,  and  the  postage  must  be  fully  prepaid  to  the  country  of 
final  destination- 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Formed  in  Belize,  British  Hendnras. 

k.  chamber  of  commerce  was  formed  in  Belize  in  February  pur- 
porting to  be  representative  of  the  commercial  life  of  Briti^  Hon- 
duras. The  present  membership  is  75.  The  secretary,  P.  Stanley 
iWoodfl,  who  is  also  secretary  of  the  local  food-control  committee,  is 
in  readiness  to  be  consulted  on  any  pertinent  matters. 

TENDEBS  FOB  ATTSTBAIIAN  SIIO  CONSTBTTCTION  HIOH. 

(Consul  tieoeral  J.  1.  SrlttalD,  Sj-dnc;.  luoc  0] 

Estimates  for  the  construction  of  silos  in  Victoria  for  the  storage  of 
wheat,  have  been  found  to  be  very  high.  The  act  passed  by  Parlia- 
ment authorized  an  expenditure  of  $4,136,525,  but  the  bids  iodicata 
an  expenditure  of  about  $973j300  above  tlie  appropriation.  Fresh 
tenders  on  a  different  basis  will  be  called  for  under  a  new  proposal, 
which  will  reduce  the  number  of  country  silos,  and  the  total  atora^ 
will  accommodate  about  5,550,000  bushels  of  wheat  instead  of  6,900,000 
bushels. 

N£W  ELEGTBIC  SHELTINa  FITBNACES  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Consul  UcncTsl  Albert  Halstead,  Blockholm,  JuD«  IB.] 

Having  doubled  its  capital  and  made  it  $724,000,  the  Aktiebolaget 
Porjus  Smaltverks  proposes  to  build  two  electric  smelting  ovens  wis 
summer.  The  company  has  already  three  ovens  in  operation.  The 
company's  power  is  secured  from  the  Porjus  waterfalL  It  expwta  to 
manufacture  20,000  metric  tons  of  pig  iron  eadi  year. 
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ISBTTSTSIAL  CONGBESS  OF  THE  STAIIE  OF  BIO  SE  JAITEniO, 

[Vice  CoDHul  Slchard  P.  Mamseii,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Jane  T,1 

The  first  industrial  congress  of  the  State  of  Eio  de  Janeiro  was 
held  on  April  12,  1918,  in  the  city  of  Petropolis.  Plans  were  dis- 
cussed for  the  organization  of  an  industrial  association  of  the  State 
of  Eio  de  Janeiro,  with  the  following  purposes  in  view:  (1)  To 
develop  and  facilitate  commercial  relations  between  manufacturers 
and  consimiers;  (2)  to  study  "post  bellum"  economic  questions  and 
establish  relations  between  industry  and  the  Government,  with  a 
view  to  ameliorating,  by  adequate  laws,  the  unusual  conditions  pro- 
duced by  the  warj  (3)  to  publish  and  distribute  free  of  charge  sta- 
tistics and  other  information  relative  to  agriculture  and  industry; 
(4)  to  establish  an  informational  and  instructional  center  for  per- 
sons interested  in  industrial  and  agricultural  developments;  and  (5) 
to  establish  a  bureau  to  aid  members  of  the  association  who  desire 
patents,  trade-marks,  or  books,  reviews,  and  legal  documents. 


LAB43E  FUSIOHS  DT  TEE  NOBWEOUIT  HACHINE  INDUSTBT. 

Tgieenit  (rom  "  STensk  SkadelBtldninii,"  Stockholm,  trsDsmlttpd  b;  CommErdal  Agent 

Norman  L.  Andernoa,  Copenbigeo,  Denmark.] 

The  Norwegian  machine  industry  is  at  present  trying,  the  same  as 
the  Swedish,  to  strengthen  its  competitive  power  by  combination. 
A  fusdon  along  big  lines,  using  as  a  nucleus  the  two  combined  com- 
panies called  Aktieselskabet  Norsk  Maskinindustri,"  has  recently 
been  consummated  and  the  capital  increased  from  12,500,000  to 
32,000,000  crowns.  Six  companies  have  joined  in  the  combination 
and  negotiations  are  being  carried  on  with  the  seventh,  Rosenberg's 
mekaniske  Verksted  in  Stavanger.  The  other  six  are,  first,  the  two 
original  founders  of  "Norsk  Maskinindustri,"  Thune's  mekaniske 
iVerksted  in  Christiania,  and  Hamar  Jernst0beri  og  mekanisk  Verk- 
sted in  Hamar,  and,  thereafter,  Norsk  mekanisk  Verksted  in  Chris- 
tiania, Aadals  Bruk  in  Aadal,  Kvaerner  Ovnst0beri  in  Christiania, 
and  Nordviken  Bruk  near  Hamar. 
To  SpedkUie  U  Certain  Llnei. 

By  this  selection  it  is  hoped  to  get  a  complete  representation  of  all 
branches  of  the  machine  industry,  and  it  is  the  intention  to  specialize. 
Thus  Hamar  Jemst0beri  will  only  be  engaged  in  making  locomo- 
tives, which  will  no  longer  be  made  by  Thune's  mekaniske  Verksted. 
To  make  about  100  locomotives  a  year  it  was  necessary  to  expand  the 
Hamar  works.  As  it  was  known  that  the  Norwegian  War  Depart- 
ment would  be  willing  to  support  such  plans,  application  was  made 
to  them,  and  a  contract  has  now  been  closed  whereby  the  Hamar 
worts  wDl  get  an  interest-free  loan  of  800,000  crowns,  to  be  paid 
back  in  installments  of  10  per  cent  on  the  work  which  Hamar,  Tliune. 
and  Norske  works  do  for  the  State.  (In  other  words,  the  State  will 
pay,  for  instance,  only  90,000  crowns  for  100,000  crowns'  worth  of 
Tvork,  the  other  10,000  crowns  being  applied  to  pay  off  the  loan.) 
The  Hamar  works  pledge  themselves  to  extend  their  electric  smelt- 
ing works,  as  well  as  their  pressing  plants.  A  steel  wire-roller  mill 
:wul  also  he  built,  as  well  as  other  steel  refining  plants. 

The  Thune  works  will  specialize  on  the  making  of  machines  for 
the  cellulose  and  paper  industry,  and  will  extend  their  manufacture  . 
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of  Diesel  motors  and  steam  engines.  To  this  end  a_  modem  fonndry 
has  been  built,  which  will  also  supply  all  material  for  machines 
needed  by  Norsk  Maskinindustri. 

Compressors  which  heretofore  have  been  made  by  the  other  works 
will  now  be  made  exclusively  by  Norsk  mekanisk  Verksted,  which 
will  also  make  lighter  articles,  such  as  boring  machines  for  mines 
and  the  like. 

The  Aadal  Bruk  and  the  Kvaerner  OTnst0beri  will  specialize  on 
foundry  goods. 

It  is  the  intention  through  Rosenbergs  mekaniske  Verkstcd  to  go 
into  the  shipbuilding  industry,  partly  to  be  able  to  fully  utiUze 
Thune's  Diesel  motors  and  steam  engines.  It  is  the  plan  to  make  slip- 
ways for  10,000-ton  boats.  The  Nordviken  Bruk,  woodworks  fac- 
tory, has  also  been  included  in  the  fusion  in  order  to  satisfc-  the  great 
demand  for  laborers'  and  other  small  wooden  cottages.  It  is  hoped 
that  about  1,000  such  cottages  can  be  built  per  year. 

The  products  of  this  fusion. will  be  sola  through  a  sales  office  in 
Christiania,  which  will  have  branches  in  foreign  countries  and  which 
will  cooperate  with  the  purchasing  office  soon  to  be  opened  in 
Christiania. 


CASTOS-BEAN  OROWINa  IN  SIAM. 

(VIra  Consul  Carl  C.  Fnnscn,  BsDekDk.  May  ».] 

The  castor -oil  plant  grows  wild  in  almost  every  part  of  Siam,  but 
hitherto  it  appears  that  no  attempts  have  been  made  in  its  cultivation. 
However,  an  extensive  plantation  has  now  been  started  by  a  Bangkok 
merchant  who  expects  to  harvest  about  1^000  tons  of  the  seeds  within 
five  or  six  months  after  the  planting,  which  is  now  in  progress.  It  is 
the  intention  of  this  merchant  to  produce  the  oil  Iioim;,  and  lie  has 
requested  this  consiilate  to  put  him  in  touch  with  makers  of  suitable 
machinery  for  this  purpose.  This  office  will  tliGrcfore  be  glad  to 
receive  descriptive  literature  and  price  lists  for  such  equipment. 


THE  WATCH  INDUSTRY  OF  SWITZERLAMD. 

[Extract   tram   tbs   Ti'lbuac    de  Genvre   DC   Junp    Ki.    tr.io emitted    \>y    Consul    LcwIr    W. 
naskell,  Oeaevn.] 

Switzerland's  total  export  of  watches  and  watch  movements,  watch- 
cases,  watch  parts,  clocks,  and  tools  amounted  in  1917  to  211,860,60* 
francs  ($40,889,007  at  normal  exchange  of  $0,193),  showing  an  in- 
crease of  3,300,000  francs  ($036,900)  compared  with  191C,  \vhich  year 
constituted  a  record. 

It  may  be  added  that  this  now  record  is  but  apparent  (being  value 
rather  than  output) ,  as  it  is  due  to  the  great  advance  in  prices,  WiUi 
the  exception  of  chronographs,  movements,  and  fancy  watches,  the 
number  of  pieces  exported  has  greatly  diminished;  there  was  a  fall- 
ing off  of  330,000  in  the  number  of  gold  watehes  exported,  of  213,000 
in  silver  watches,  and  of  1,110,000  in  nickel  watches. 

Switzerland  has,  nevertheless,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year  ex- 
ported 13,518,080  pieces,  an  average  of  45,0C0  per  day  of  labor,  this 
figure  amounting  to  47,347  if  w©  add  to  it  the  chronographs  and  the 
"  various  watches  " — that  is  to  say,  those  which  are  not  of  gold,  sUver, 
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SEED  OB&DT  SISTBIBUTION  IK  BEW  BBimsWICK. 

tCoDsul  SS.  Teme  BichardsoD,  MonctoD,  Nen  Brunawlclc,  CanBda,  JdI;  S.1 
That  the  efiforts  of  the  government  of  New  Brunswick  in  the 
direction  of  increased  grain  production  throughout  the  Province  are 
being  generally  appreciated  is  shown  by  a  recent  return  of  the 
department  of  agriculture  regarding  seed-grain  distribution.  In  the 
spring  of  1917,  under  government  auspices,  seed  grain— oats,  wheat, 
and  barley — valued  at  $6,698,  was  distributed,  of  which  $6,551  repre- 
sented oats,  in  quantity  5,697  bushels,  at  a  price  of  $1.15  per  bushel 
to  the  farmer.  These  figures  apply  only  to  the  counties  of  Albert. 
Kent,  and  Westmoreland,  all  in  the  Moncton  consular  district.  In 
the  same  territory  in  1918  19,000  bushels  of  oats,  at  $1.38  per  bushel, 
and  over  4,000  bushels  of  wheat  were  distributed,  of  a  total  valua- 
tion of  approximately  $40,000. 


OPEHina  OF  RAILWAT  IN  SPANISH  ZONE  OF  HOROCCO. 
(Britlah  (OoiernmeDt)  Board  of  Trade  Journal.  June  27,] 

The  Ceuta-Tetuan  Railway  was  officially  opened  in  the  third  week 
of  May.  The  construction  of  this  railway  was  decided  in  January, 
1913.  when  a  decree  was  issued  ordering  the  preliminary  studies  of 
the  line.  The  studies  were  concluded  and  the  plan  for  the  whole  lino 
presented  in  April,  1914. 

The  work  was  intrusted  to  the  engineering  department  of  the  Span- 
ish Zone;  but,  little  or  no  progress  bein^  made,  the  construction  and 
exploitation  of  the  line  was  put  up  to  adj  udication,  and  the  Compania 
E^anola  de  Colonizacion,  which  alone  tendered,  obtained  the  con- 
tract, the  total  cost  of  the  work  to  be  approximately  10,850,000  pesetas 
(roughly  $2,170,000)  and  the  time  allowed  for  the  construction  one 
year,  which  had  later  to  be  extended  to  two  years. 

The  British  vice  consul  at  Tetuan  states  that  the  line  has  a  total 
length  of  25  miles,  mostly  along  a  level  plain ;  five  tunnels  of  a  total 
length  of  half  a  mile  and  five  small  bridges  had  to  be  constructed, 
The  line  is  of  narrow  gauge,  only  1  meter  (3.28  feet),  and  the  rolling 
stock  consists  of  six  50-ton  engines  of  American  make,  1  saloon  car- 
riage, 12  other  carriages  of  first,  second,  and  third  class,  and  10  freight 
cats.  It  is  a  line  that  is  not  likely  to  be  extended  into  the  interior, 
though  some  day  a  line  will  presumably  be  laid  to  connect  Tetuan 
with  the  Tangier-Fez  Railway.  This,  however,  will  have  to  be  a  nor- 
mal-gauge line  and  will  pass  through  much  more  difiicult  country 
than  the  CeutA-Tetuan  line. 


BemonBtration  Work  Proviiig  Effective. 
The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  reports  that  the  demonstration  work  of 
teaching  housewives  on  the  Pacific  coast  the  best  methods  of  prepar- 
ing fish  is  progressing  rapidly  and  proving  very  effective.  For  tlie 
present  it  is  planned  to  transfer  operations  to  California  and  to  visit 
the  interior  towns  of  Washington  and  the  AVillamette  Valley  section 
after  the  harvests  are  over,  when  conditions  will  be  more  propitious. 


Vo  trouble  to  bur,  oheap,  convenient,  a  real  Inveitmeut — War  Savlne; 
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SEVEKTH-SA?  ASTENTIBTS  BVILDIKa  IN  COLON. 

[Coiuul  Jullui  D.  Dnhet,  Cation,  Pantna,  Joly  1.1 

Work  has  been  begun  on  a  new  church  building  for  the  congr&- 

fation  of  the  Sevent£-day  Adventists  in  Colon  anQ  Cristobal  Thifl 
uilding,  which  will  stand  on  a  large  lot  at  the  corner  of  Third  ana 
F  Streets,  in  Colon,  will  be  a  handsome  structure  of  reinforced  con- 
crete. On  the  first  floor  will  be  a  schoolroom  with  a  seating  capad^, 
of  200  and  on  the  second  floor  the  main  audience  room  with  seats  for 
400  people. 

On  the  site  of  the  church  now  in  use  it  is  proposed  to  build  a 
printing  plant  for  the  Pacific  Press  Publishing  Co.  of  the  same  dft- 
nomination,  which  has  had  a  bookstore  here  for  selling  its  publica- 
tions for  some  time.  The  new  printing  plant  will  render  more  than 
a  local  service,  as  it  will  supply  matter  for  churches  in  Central  and 
South  America  and  the  AVest  Indies. 


KOBTH  SWEDISH  INDVSTBT  AND  WINTEE  SHIFFINa. 

(Commercial  Asent  Konnan  U  Andcrton,  CopeDbagen.  Denmatk,  June  IS.] 

During  the  recent  national  Swedish  industrial  meeting  in  Stock- 
holm, 1&.  S.  Lundbeck,  an  engineer,  gave  an  interesting  lecture  on 
the  development  possibilities  of  Norrland  {or  North  Sweden)  in- 
dustry with  special  regard  to  traffic  communications  aild  particularly 
winter  shippmg. 

Mr.  Lundbeck  pointed  out  that  the  Norrland  water-power  indus- 
tries would  be  up  against  hard  international  competition  and  spoke 
about  the  part  tnat  freights  would  play  in  this  connection  because 
of  the  great  distances.  Side  by  side  with  the  timber  industry  with  its 
relatively  good  sliipping  possibilities,  new  industries  arc  growing  up 
for  iron  and  electrochemical  products.  In  1904  there  were  8  of 
these  plants  having  a  production  value  of  4,600,000  crowns 
($1,206,000) ;  in  1913,  22  plants  with  a  production  value  of  20,000,000 
crowns;  and  in  1917,  75  plants  with  a  production  value  of  55,000,000 
crowns. 

The  districts  of  Norrland  are  still  waiting  for  their  railroad  con- 
nections, but  the  most  important  question  is  that  of  shipping  on  the 
Norrland  coast. 

The  most  important  Norrland  power  districts  are  so  ^tuated  that 
their  large  industries  might  use  the  waten\'ay  to  the  ice-free  Nor- 
wegian ports,  Trondhjem  and  Narv'ili.  It  would  nevertheless  seem 
important  that  all  industries  based  on  the  Norrland  water  power  to 
the  greatest  jrossible  extent  be  given  extensive  connections  via  ic&- 
fieo  Swedish  ports.  The  winter  traffic  of  the  Norrland  ports  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  for  the  whole  industrial  life  of  the 
country. 

Likewise  for  the  Swedish  shipping  trade  it  is  of  great  importance 
that  the  shipping  traffic  to  Norrland  ports  be  carried  on  all  the  year 
round,  especially  with  regard  to  the  coast  trade  and  the  regular  lino 
traffic  witii  other  countries.  An  extension  of  the  traffic  with  Swedish 
good?  via  Norwegian  harbors  will  not  only  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Norw^an  line  traffic,  at  the  expense  of  the  Swedish,  but  it 
may  even  have  the  effect  that  the  advantages  of  working  the  Norr- 
land natural  riches  win  to  a  great  extent  Iw  transferred  to  the  other 
side  of  the  boundary. 
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SXFOKTS  07  POBESTAL  FEOSUCTS  FBOU  aTTEBEC  TO  TTKHES 
STATES. 

[CoDBuI  W.  Roderick  DoTEcr,  Quebec,  Canada,  Jnl;  8.] 

Exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Quebec  consular  district 
registered  a,  further  advance  in  1917.  The  total  value  of  all  com- 
modities shipped  was  $22,900,931,  as  compared  with  $16,264,382  in 
1916,  a  gain  of  40  per  cent. 

Wood  and  wood  manufactures  exported  to  the  United  States  in 
1917  were  89  per  cent  of  all  shipments  and  amounted  to, $20,399,738, 
an  advance  of  $6,244,135,  or  44.1  per  cent.  A  survey  of  the  quanti- 
ties handled  reveals  the  fact  that  tlie  gain  in  actual  trading  was  only 
about  13.1  per  cent,  or  31  per  cent  below  the  gain  in  money  values. 
The  following  comparative  table  gives  details  of  the  e?Eports  of  wood 
and  wood  products  from  Quebec  to  the  United  States  during  the  past 
two  years: 
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Hews-piist  Pftper  Shows  Harked  Increase. 

An  examination  of  the  above  statistics  shows  the  most  striking  ad- 
Tance  to  have  been  in  news-print  paper,  which  added  57,486,025 
pounds,  or  27  per  cent,  to  quantity  and  $2,101,959,  or  48  per  cent,  to 
value.  The  increase  in  wood-pulp  bulk  was  not  as  pronounced  as  in 
1916,  amounting  to  39,262,509  pounds,  as  against  an  increase  of 
83,624.522  pounds  inl916;  value  statistics  are  reversed,  the  advance 
being  $3,034,327  in  1917  and  $2,314,679  in  1916.  The  sulphite  un- 
Ueaaied  variety  leads  pulp  increases  with  24,516,929  pounds,  or  76 
percent. 

Gains  are  the  rule  throughout  the  table,  the  most  notable  exception 
being  wrapping  paper,  which  declined  by  143,678  pounds  but  ad- 
vanced $72,253  in  value.  Pulpboard  was  also  a  heavy  loser  in  quan- 
tity, being  113,196  pounds  below  the  preceding  year,  the  value  show- 
ing a  decrease  of  only  $220. 

Pulp  wood  results,  though  showing  no  loss  in  the  aggregnte,  were 
-Well  below  the  levels  attained  by  manufactured  products.  They  show 
an  advance  of  8,172  cords  and  a  money  increase  of  $396,601.  The 
f«eled  variety  was  in  most  active  demand  and  was  the  only  one  to 


'S64  COMUESCE  BEPOBtS. 

show  improvement  in  either  quantity  or  price.  Shipments  of  peeled 
pulp  wood  increased  37  per  cent,  while  rough  declined  by  25  per  cent 
and  rossed  by  more  than  CO  per  cent. 

An  increase  of  11,741,000  leet  in  shipments  of  lumber  to  the  United 
States  occurred,  and  the  value  was  augmented  by  $677,555.  Practi- 
cally the  entire  increase  accrued  in  the  rough  variety. 

During  the  early  months  of  1917  the  movement  of  these  products 
slowed  down  considerably,  owing  to  car  shortage  and  other  transport 
difficulties.  But  conditions  have  been  ameliorated,  and,  with  water 
trnnsportntion  again  available,  recent  months  have  developed  an 
activity  which,  if  continued  through  the  season,  will  set  a  new  local 
high  record  for  wood  and  its  manufactures  in  1918. 

HORE  HAKGANESE  FOTIin)  IH  COLON  CONSVIAB  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Drcher.  Colou,  Panama,  June  25,1 

As  reported  by  tliis  office  early  in  191G  (see  Commerce  Retorts 
for  Mar,  1,  1016),  nn  American  syndicate  commenced  early  in  that 
ye»r  to  ship  mangiinese  ore  to  the  United  States  from  the  Mandinga 
mines,  about  70  miles  east  of  Colon.  In  spite  of  the  difficulty  in  get- 
ting transportation  for  the  ore,  some  18,000  tons  have  been  shipped 
and  4,000  tons  await  shipment  from  the  mines.  This  syndicate  has 
taken  steps  to  obtain  a  concession  to  mine  manganese  ore  at  a  place 
12  to  15  miles  south  of  Porto  Bello,  on  the  Boqueron,  a  branch  of  the 
Chagres  Eiver.  This  deposit  appears  to  be  extensive,  and  if  on  fur- 
ther investigation  the  ore  is  found  in  sufficient  quantities  and  of  a 
marketable  grade  mining  will  be  undertaken  if  the  syndicate  feels 
warranted  in  going  to  the  expense  of  putting  in  some  sort  of  convey- 
ing system  to  transport  the  ore  to  the  port  of  Porto  B<!llo,  about  20 
mUes  east  of  Colon,  for  shipment  to  the  United  States.  Notwith- 
standing the  diRiculties  to  be  overcome,  the  demand  for  manganese 
ore  at  good  prices  renders  it  (^uite  probable  tliat  this  syndicate  will 
succeed  in  the  new  venture,  as  it  has  done  at  Mandinga, 

[The  address  of  the  resiaent  manager  of  the  company  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative 
offices  by  referriug  to  file  No.  104015.] 


I5TE&KAI  BEVENUE  BECEIf  TS  OF  BBAZHIAF  STATE. 

[Vice  CdusuI  Bkliard  P.  Uomacn,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Mar  ST.] 

The  Bureau  of  PiibHc  Receipts  of  the  Federal  Treasury  has  issued 
the  followincstatement  of  receipts  from  internal-revenue  ta^xation in 
the  State  of  Ilio  de  Janeiro  during  1917:  From  stamps  sold  to  fac- 
tories, $2,388,645,  United  States  currency ;  from  stamps  sold  for  seal- 
ing goods,  $665;  from  stamps  on  official  documents,  $198,955;  total, 
$2,588,265.  This  sum  docs  not  include  fines  amounting  to  about  $2,380 
for  tardiness  in  the  payment  of  documentary  stamp  taxes,  and  also 
fines  for  infractions  of  the  regulations,  amounting  to  $4,775.  Reve- 
nues totaling  $24,976  collected  on  4,994,500  kilos  ^1,011,000  pounds) 
of  salt  exported  from  Cabo  Frio  to  other  ports  or  Brazil  are  not  In- 
cluded in  the  figures. 

The  products  which  yielded  the  largest  internal  revenue  are  classi- 
fied as  follows  (estimated,  in  American  currency):  Matches,  SL,- 
145,880 ;  spirituous  liquors,  $564,885 ;  textiles,  $533,810;  salt,  |177,225^ 
preserves,  $57,680.  ,' 
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SirNSEE  ;ni£  ARB  AUEBICAN  TBADE. 

[Vice  Conanl  E.  B.  Pottle,  Duadoe,  Soolland,  June  24.] 

There  is  beginning  to  be  apparent  on  the  part  of  the  Dundee  jute 
mannfscturers  and  merchants  an  uneasiness  as  to  the  effect  of  thewar 
restrictions  on  their  trade  with  the  United  States.  The  jute  indus- 
tiT  is  at  present  practically  controlled  by  the  British  Government, 
which  demands  about  55  per  cent  of  the  output  for  its  own  needs. 
The  balance  is  available  for  the  home  trade  or  for  export,  when  the 
necessary  manufacturing  permits  and  export  licenses  can  be  obtained, 
but  it  is  contended  that  a  great  deal  of  difficult};  and  considerable 
delay  are  experienced  before  the  required  authorization  can  be  ob- 
tained for  a  shipment  to  an  individual  or  private  firm  in  the  United 
States;  in  fact,  the  majority  of  these  applications  have  so  far  been 
refused. 

Prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  export  restrictions  approximately 
76  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United 
States  were  jute  burlaps  or  hessians,  which  were  used  principally 
as  a  foundation  for  linoleum.  This  product  has  now  been  classed 
as  a  "  luxury "  and  the  export  practically  stopped.  Many  of  the 
large  manuntcturers  export  little  to  the  United  States  eiccpt  bur- 
laps, and  as  a  result  they  are  forced  to  keep  a  considerable  number 
of  their  looms  idle  which  were  used  exclusively  to  weave  burlaps 
(of  a  greater  width  than  the  homo  trade  required)  for  the  American 
markets. 
KaMBfactaran  F«u  Trade  Will  Swing  to  India.  ^ 

The  Dundee  mills  are  at  present  running  on  a  40-hour  week  against 
a  normal  week  of  55  hours.  This  is  done  to  conserve  raw  material, 
all  of  which  must  be  brought  from  India.  The  Indian  mills,  how- 
ever, being  able  to  get  an  unlimited  supply  of  raw  material,  are 
running  on  full  time,  and  are  consequently  able  to  turn  out  a  pro- 
portionally larger  amount  of  the  manufactured  article.  This,  of 
coarse,  means  tnat  American  or  neutral  consumers  can  obtain  goods 
there  which  are  not  available  in  Dundee,  and  the  Dundee  manufac- 
turers consequently  contend  that  their  American  customers  are  likely 
to  form  connecti(»is  which  will  ultimately  result  to  Dundee's  disad- 
vantage. 

The  difficulties  under  which  the  man\ifacturers  and'  spinners  of 
Dundee  are  now  laboring  have  led  to  representations  being  made  at 
frequent  intervals  to  the  Government  authorities  in  London  in  an 
effort  to  obtain  more  freedom  of  action  in  holding  their  business 
■with  America,  whidi  has  been  established  through  long  years  of  asso- 
ciaUon  and  fair  dealing.  They  naturally  are  anxious  to  retain  their 
American  connections  and  contend  that  limited  shipments  can  bo 
made  to  their  old  customers  without  interfering  with  legitimate  war 
needs  if  the  proper  measures  are  introduced. 


BECOKD  T£AIl  FOR  OLASOOW  IBAHWATS. 

[Connit  T.  N.  UcCoDD,  Qlassorr,  Scotland,  June  21.1 

An  abstract  statement  of  the  Glasgow  Tramways  Department  for 
the  year  ended  Mi^  SI,  1918,  is  remarkable  in  many  features,  the 
most  ontstanding  of  wluch  is  the  surplus  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
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Common  Good,  which  amounts  to  $864,056,  compared  with  $783,428 
in  1917. 

The  accounts  of  the  department  not  only  show  the  largest  surplus 
but  also  the  largest  revenue  and  the  largest  expenditure  in  the  nis- 
tory  of  the  undertalting.  The  expenditure,  it  is  noted,  will  be  greatly 
increased  during  the  current  year,  as  the  outlay  dui-ing  the  year 
closed  only  partially  reflects  the  increased  costs  incurred. 

Wages  advanced  steadily  throughout  the  year,  the  full  effect  of 
which  will  appear  only  in  the  returns  of  the  present  year,  and  the 
possibility  of  further  increases  in  wages  should  also  be  taken  into 
consideration.  The  increase  in  revenue  amounted  to  $742,238  and 
that  of  expenditure  to  $1,003,068,  and  the  balance  carried  to  net  reve- 
nue account  dropped  $2G0,S30.  On  the  other  hand,  in  1917  the  major 
part  of  reserves  was  applied  to  closing  off  capital  indebtedness,  which, 
amounted  to  $556,019,  No  sinking  fund  being  required  this  year 
accounts  for  the  large  amount  available  for  the  Common  Good,  The 
appropriation  for  renewal  and  depreciation  is  $-246,196  greater  than 
the  sura  appropriated  in  1917, 
Camparis  on  of  BetainB  tot  I9I7  and  I&IS- 

Scarcity  of  materials  and  labor  made  it  impossible  to  keep  the 
roadbed  and  plant  at  the  usual  high  state  of  efficiency,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  a  sufficient  fund  to  meet  the  heavy  cost  which  it  is  estimated 
will  be  required  after  the  war  to  renew  the  tramway  lines  accounts 
for  the  large  increase  in  the  renewal  and  depreciation  appropriation. 

A  comparative  statement  for  the  years  ended  May  31,  1917,  and 
1918,  follows: 
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CONSITIOnS  IR  lOSllAnD  IBON  Am  STEEL  HABKET. 

(Consul  E.  BaldeiDBD  DeaaUon,  BirmlDsbam,  Ensliiid,  June  27.] 
The  conditions  in  the  iron  and  steel  trade,  as  regards  supplies  of 
raw  material,  have  appreciably  improved  of  late.  Larger  supplies  of 
steel  are  available  for  the  civil  trade,  though  at  present  only  the 
holders  of  primary  certificates  are  able  to  obtain  material.  The  pro- 
duction of  war  material  is  believed  to  be  more  than  keeping  paca 
with  consumption,  and  manufacturers  whose  business  depends  upon 
supplies  of  steel  and  iron  are  petitioning  the  Government  for  per- 
mission to  utilize  some  of  the  surplus  for  their  export  trade,  with  a 
view  to  securing  new  and  regaining  lost  oversea  markets.  The  only 
obstacle  to  the  granting  of  such  a  request  appears  to  be  the  kck  of 
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ionnage.  To  some  extent  the  surplus  ste«l  is  being  nbsorbed  by  the 
great  acceleration  of  merchant  shipbuilding,  but  tlie  withdrftwal  of 
men  for  military  service  has  affected  the  output  somewliat.  It  may 
be  that  the  present  easier  condition  in  the  steel  trade  is  but  temporary. 
DcBaBcl  for  Kajitifaotnred  Iron. 

There  is  an  incessant  demand  for  all  the  bar  iron  that  the  mills 
can  put  out,  and  bar  makers  are  not  able  to  give  attention  to  work 
outside  the  higher  priority  classification.  The  chain  and  anchor 
trade  takes  a  large  proportion  of  the  best  Staffordshire  iron,  and  this 
trade  remains  very  active.  Gias  strip  remains  an  inactive  branch, 
so  far  as  the  market  is  concerned,  makers  being  occupied  with  old 
contracts  negotiated  before  the  recent  Gloveniment  control  took 
effect,  and  tnere  is  no  disposition  to  do  business  at  the  £15  5s. 
'($74.20)  maximum  for  the  present.  Business  in  paddled  bars  is 
conditioned  by  similar  consideratiims,  the  price  remaining  at  £11  10s. 
($65.96).  Business  in  sheets  continues  brisk.  Black  find  corrugated 
uieets  are  mostly  specified  for. 
Kg  Iron  Trade — Wire  Bods  Under  OOTentment  Control. 

Pig  iron  is  no  more  plentiful,  consumers  being  satisfied  to  obtain 
deliveries  as  circumstances  permit,  anelters'  difficulties  being  such 
that  they  are  not  able  to  bind  themselves  bv  the  markst  conditions 
that  ordinarily  obtain.  The  shortage  is  still  most  acute  in  the  best 
foundry  grades.  Maximum  prices  apply  for  all  descriptions  of 
pig  iron. 

The  Government  has  taken  under  control  the  production  of  wire 
rods  and  the  wire  drawn  from  them.  Prices  have  been  fixed  that 
are  substantially  below  those  previously  ruling  on  the  open  market. 
Producers  appear  to  be  adopting  the  course  of  canceling  old  con- 
tracts and  giving  buyers  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  in  price. 


nroiA's  FOBEias  tsade  por  jasviry  and  febeuaet. 

[Consul  Gcnernl  Jsjoes  A.  SmlUi,  Calcutta.] 

The  trade  returns  for  January,  1918,  when  compared  with  those 
for  January,  1817,  show  increases  in  the  value  of  imports,  reexports, 
and  exports  of  Indian  merchandise.  The  value  of  imports  in  Janu- 
ary-, 1918,  was  $i8,C64,999,  an  increase  of  $3,244,533  as  compared 
with  the  same  month  in  1917.  The  total  exports,  including  reexports 
and  the  value  of  whoJit.  tanned  cowhides,  and  other  articles  of  na- 
tional importance  exported  on  Government  account,  amounted  to 
$74,619,666,  but  excluding  reexports,  to  $71,375,333,  an  increase  of 
$2,400,803.  The  reexports  amounted  to  $3,244,333,  an  increase  of 
$1,070,629  as  compared  with  January,  1917. 

The  tj»de  returns  for  February,  1918,  when  compared  with  those 
for  February,  1917,  show  increases  in  the  value  of  imports  and  re- 
exports, but  a  decrease  in  the  exports  of  Indian  merchandise.  The 
yalue  of  imixu'ts  in  February  was  $42,176,333,  an  increase  of  $9,732,- 
999  as  compared  with  February,  1917.  The  total  exports,  including 
reexports  and  the  value  of  wheat,  tanned  cowhides,  and  other  articles 
of  national  importance  exported  on  Government  account,  amounted 
to  ^8,397,999,  but  excluding  reexports,  to  $55,153,006,  a  decrease  of 
$3,344,333.  The  reexports  amounted  to  $3,244,333,  an  increase  of 
1^27,103  as  compared  with  Februaiy,  1917.  ^ic 
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COUMISSIOH  PBOYIDED  FOB  STANDABSIZIKO  SCKEW  IHIl£AJ)S. 

An  act,  H.  R.  10852,  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  comraia- 
sion  to  standardize  screw  threads  was  passed  hy  Congress  on  July  13, 
1918,  and  has  received  the  signature  of  the  President. 

The  purpose  of  tlio  commission  is  to  ascertain  and  establish  stand- 
ards of  screw  threads  for  acceptance  and  adoption  in  manufacturing 
plants  under  control  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  and,  as  far 
as  practicable,  for  screw  threads  in  general  use  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Nine  commissioners  are  to  be  appointed,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  who  will  be  chairman  of 
the  commission;  two  commissioned  officers  of  the  Army,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  War;  two  commissioned  officers  of  the 
Navy,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and  four  to 
be  appointed  By  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  two  of  whom  shall  be 
chosen  from  nominations  made  by  the  American  Society  of  Mechani- 
cal Engineers  and  two  from  nominations  made  by  the  Society  of 
Automotive  Engineers,  The  commission  shall  cease  and  terminate  at 
the  end  of  six  months  from  the  time  of  its  appointment. 
Questions  to  be  Cossidered. 

There  are  mentioned  below  several  items  in  connection  with  screw- 
thread  standardization  wliich  will  probably  be  brought  before  the 
commission  for  consideration. 

{1)  Consideration  as  to  type  of  thread  to  be  used,  such  as  United 
States  Standard  Form,  Whitworth  Form,  or  International  Thread 
Form. 

(2)  Establishment  of  dimensions  and  tolerances  for  Unit«d  States 
Standard  Threads,  A,  S.  M,  E.  threads,  and  also  fine-pitch  tlireads 
which  will  result  in  interchangeable  screws  and  nuts  of  different 


(3)  The  establishment  of  rules  or  formulas  which  will  specify 
such  tolerance  and  dimensions  as  to  insure  iuterehangeability  and 
to  provide  for  different  grades  of  work. 


anAKTITY  OF  WHEAT  Am)  OATS  THRASHED  IN  NEW  ZEALAKS. 

[Conaul  General  Altrod  A.  WIdbIow,  Auckland,  June  14.1 

According  to  official  figures  there  were  4;435,365  bushels  of  wheat 
and  3,079,118  bushels  of  oats  thrashed  in  New  Zealand  during  the 
last  season  to  May  15,  1918,  giving  an  average  yield  of  25,11  bushels 
per  acre  for  wheat  and  33.02  bushels  of  oafs  per  acre.  This  would 
indicate  that  there  will  be  a  shortage  in  the  wheat  supply. 
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FOBSION  TABIFFS. 


[Vice  CoDinl  Rlcbird  P.  MomMn,  Bio  d«  luiiriro,  M&y  II.I 
Viwtt  f«r  VlMlBg  Goods. 

Owing  to  the  conditiona  arising  out  of  the  war,  shippers  have  often 
beMi  required  to  withhold  from  shipment  goods  intended  for  Brazil, 
eren  after  they  had  been  invoiced  and  manifested.  In  such  cases  the 
shipping  companies  were  obliged  to  pay  not  only  the  amount  of  the 
duties  on  the  goods  but  also  a  fine  on  account  of  the  discrepancy. 
Belief  from  this  situation  is  granted  by  a  circular  of  April  27, 1918, 
which  permits  the  shipowners  to  avoid  the  penalties  provided  for  bj 
making  a  declaration  of  the  facts  before  a  Brasilian  consulate.  This 
^ould  accompany  the  manifest  or  be  datetl  prior  to  the  time  of  the 
discovery  of  the  discrepancy  by  the  Brazilian  customs  oiBcors. 


IDIirlo  onclal.  Doc.  6.  1917,  and  Uar.  1*,  1018.] 

Cnst«ni£  Frocedare  and  Warehouse  ChaiKet. 

Imported  goods  placed  in  customs  warehouses  and  not  withdraivn 
within  specified  periods  have  been  made  subject  to  storage  charges 
by  a  Colombian  decree  of  December  3,  1917.  Importers  who  have 
paid  the  duties  are  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time,  not  to  exceed  15 
days,  for  removing  the  goods,  after  which  storage  will  be  charged. 
The  otlier  conditions  under  which  such  charges  will  be  collected  are 
also  sjMK'ified.  The  charge  for  storage  was  originally  fixed  at  J  cent 
per  kilo,  or  '$2.50  per  metric  ton,  for  each  day  above  the  allotted  time 
during  which. the  goods  remained  under  the  customs  control,  but  by  a 
decree  of  March  11,  1918,  this  has  been  reduced  to  $0,20  per  metric 
ton  per  day,  payable  for  the  entire  period  during  which  the  goods 
remain  in  storage,  under  the  same  conditions  as  under  the  former 
order. 

The  some  decree  of  March  11,  1918,  prescribes  the  procedure  to  be 
followed  in  making  appeaU  from  decisions  rendered  by  the  cus- 
toms officials.  Protests  should  be  entered  at  the  time  of  examinatioD, 
and  arc  to  be  passed  on  by  the  administrator  of  the  custom  house 
within  46  hours  after  the  appeal  has  been  made. 

TKESCR  COIOHIES. 

[Jouroal  OfBcM   (Fraatc),  May  T.] 

CertUeatei  for  Imports  of  Cottos  S«ed  and  Planti. 

An  order  of  the  Minister  of  the  Colonies  dated  April  26  provides 
for  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  into  the  French  colonies  of 
cottonseed,  cotton  plants,  and  parts  of  such  plants,  whether  green  or 
dried,  and  unginned  cotton  from  Egypt,  French  East  Africa,  Ger- 
man Bast  Africa,  Nigeria,  Sierra  Lwne,  Asia,  Brazil,  Mexico,  and 
the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  from  all  countries  where  the  importation 
of  these  products  is  not  prohibited.  The  prohibition  apphes  ei^uftlly 
to  earth  and  compost,  bags,  cases,  and  packing  of  all  kinds  used  m  the 
transportation  of  the  above  prpducts.  All  varieties  of  plants  capable 
of  harboi'ing  tiio  pink  twllwoim,  including  Hibiscus  cannabinus  and 
Hibiscus  esculeotus,  are  governed  by  the  regulations  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  cotton  plant.  ,-  , 
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French  colonial  governments  will  require,  upon  entry  of  cottonseed, 
cotton  plants,  etc.,  from  countries  other  than  those  enumerated  above, 
a  certificate  from  the  qualified  authority  in  the  country  of  ori^ 
iJiat  the  shipment  did  not  originate  in  one  of  the  prohibited  countries 
or  in  a  country  where  the  importation  of  such  products  ia  not  pro- 
hibited. The  certificate  must  also  bear  the  vis6  of  a  consular  repre- 
sentative of  the  French  Government  in  the  country  of  origin.  Entry 
and  circulation  of  such  cotton  products  will  be  permitted  only  after 
examination  and  satisfactory  proof  of  freedom  from  disease  and 
parasites.  Cotton  products  offered  for  importation  from  countries 
against  which  the  quarantine  is  enforced  as  well  as  ^ipments  not 
accompanied  by  the  certificate  will  be  confiscated  and  destroyed. 

[The  United  States  quarantine  regulations  prohibit  the  entry  at  all  cotton- 
seed  from  foreign  countries  (except  the  vlcliilty  of  the  Imperial  Volley,  Lower 
California,  Meslco).  United  States  products  would  probably  be  admitted  Into 
the  French  colonies  when  accouipanled  l>y  the  required  certificate.] 

KOEOCCO. 
[Consul  General  MaiwpU  Blake,  Tangier,  April  2.1 
Tree  Admission  of  AgrlCQltnral  Hachlnery. 

Agricultural  machinery  for  the  French  zone  of  Morocco  imported 
by  way  of  Tangier  is  now  admitted  free  of  duty  by  virtue  of  a  recent 
decree.  While  the  regular  customs  duty  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem 
is  remitted,  these  articles  will  continue  to  pay  tne  special  tax  of  2i 
per  cent  ad  valorem  authorized  by  the  Convention  of  Algeciras.  The 
decree  specifies  the  kinds  of  machinery  entitled  to  free  admission, 
which  includes  plows,  harrows,  seedei-s,  balers,  irrigation  pumps,  and 
various  other  common  agricultural  machines,  as  well  as  en^nes  for 
their  operation  when  imported  together  with  such  apparatus. 

BlCAIUeTrA. 
ConiQlar  Invoice!  Under  tbe  New  Tariff. 

The  consul  of  Nicaragua  in  New  Yorlc  has  issued  a  circular  of 
instructions  as  to  the  form  in  which  goods  should  be  described  under 
the  new  tariff  in  effect  from  March  1, 1918.  The  former  requirements 
as  to  indicating  values,  net  and  gross  weights,  and  quantities  are 
continued.  It  is  of  special  importance  tliat  the  articles  be  described 
in  sufficient  detail  to  determine  their  tariff  classification.  While  it 
is  preferable  that  the  terms  of  the  tariff  be  followed,  the  usual  com- 
mercial designations  will  be  accepted,  if  including  all  of  the  required 
data. 

For  certain  goods  special  descriptions  are  required  as  follows: 
Empty  bottles,  capacity  of  each ;  crockery  and  porcelain,  statement 
whether  plain  and  of  one  color  or  painted,  gilded,  or  decorated ;  gold 
and  silver  manufactures  and  jewelry,  net  weight  in  hectograms  of 
the  articles  without  any  containers;  liquid  patent  or  proprietary 
medicines  and  flavoring  extracts,  proportion  of  alcohol;  petroleum 

Eroducts,  total  number  of  gallons  and  quantity  in  each  container; 
everages  and  alcohol,  total  number  of  liters  and  the  quantity  in  each 
bottle  or  cask,  the  number  of  botties  or  casks,  and  the  alcoholic 
strength  of  wines  and  liquors;  wire,  diameter  of  the  wire  in  milli- 
meters; wire  cloth,  number  of  threads  or  wires  in  a  square  of  9 
centimeters  to  the  side,  counting  both  ways;  fabrics  of  cotton,  linen, 
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and  other  vegetable  fibers,  length  and  width  in  meters  to  2  decimal 
points,  weight  of  100  square  meters  in  Idlos,  and  the  number  of 
threads  in  a  square  of  6  miUiineterg  to  the  side,  also  whether  dyed, 
printed,  or  stamped,  or  containing  two  or  more  kinds  of  mntcriald 
with  proportion  of  each,  or  whether  embroidered,  brocaded,  trimmed, 
mercerized,  or  with  drawn  or  applique  work,  and  for  cotton  goods 
whether  plain  or  figured  or  twilled;  fabrics  of  wool  and  silk,  length 
and  width  in  meters  to  2  decimal  points,  weight  per  square  meter, 
proportion  of  various  materials  (ii  mixed),  and  whether  embroid- 
ered, brocaded,  trimmed,  or  with  drawn  and  applique  work. 

In  order  to  determine  the  weights  per  square  meter  the  weight  in 
kilos  of  the  cloth  along  without  boards  or  wrapping  should  be  divided 
by  the  product  of  the  length  multiplied  by  the  width,  expressed  in 
meters.  Toilet  articlesj  perfumery,  and  cosmetics  should  be  packed 
in  the  immediate  containers  in  which  they  are  to  be  offered  for  sale, 
as  otherwise  they  will  be  subject  to  a  surtax  of  100  per  cent  of  tho 
duties. 

■/  NicaraKuaa'tariR  will  be  Issued  Id  the 


tDlario  ODclil,  Ha.  3823.  19ia] 
anaiantlne  EemUtioiii, 

Regulations  enacted  by  (he  Government  of  Panama  January  9, 
1918,  require  cattle  and  hogs  imported  into  Panama  for  consump- 
tion or  breeding  purposes  to  bo  accompanied  by  a  health  certificate' 
from  tlie  proper  authorities  of  the  country  of  origin,  legalized  by 
tlie  consular  officer  of  Panama.  These  certificates  must  show  that 
the  animals  have  been  submitted  to  the  tuberculin  test  and  found 
free  from  disease.  Unless  tliis  is  furnished  the  animals  will  be 
pl«ced  in  quarantine  and  submitted  to  certain  tests  at  the  expense  of 
the  importer. 

PARAQUAT. 
[Dtarlo  OUcLal,  AeudcIoh,  Feb.  11  ami  tS.I 
Cha^e  la  Export  Dnties  on  Eldei  and  Qnabracho. 
The  duty  on  cattle  hides  exported  from  Paraguay  has  been  reduced 
.  from  1.60  pesos  gold  each  to  1  peso  each  by  a  ^cree  of  February  11, 
1918.    Another  decree  reduces  the  export  duty  on  quebracho  ex- 
tract from  10  pesos  per  metric  ton  to  5  pesos  per  ton,  m  effect  from 
March  1,  1918.    The  reason  for  Uie  change  is  stated  to  be  the  low 
price  of  the  extract  in  foreign  countries. 

UKVOVAT. 
Control  of  Exports. 

Afeasures  taken  bv  the  Government  to  control  the  sale  and  expor- 
tation of  food  products  and  other  artides  of  prime  necessity  have 
been  reported  i^  Consul  William  Dawson,  of  Montevideo.  Author- 
ibf  to  control  exports  and  to  fix  domestic  prices  was  conferred  upon 
the  executive  power  by  an  act  of  December  19,  1917,  which  also 
created  a  National  Subsistence  Board  for  advisory  and  administra- 
tive purposes.  Any  action  tha:t  may  be  talien  will  cease  to  have  effect, 
however,  three-months  after  the  t^inination  of  the  present  war. 
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The  articles  to  ■which  the  regulations  apply  include  the  following: 
Cereals  and  leguminous  vegetables  and  meal  made  therefrom,  tubers, 
fruit,  garden  vegetables,  bread,  meat,'iresb  fish,  poultry,  eggs,  milk, 
butter,  yerba  mat6,  sugar,  and  oil;  and  coal,  firewood,  petroleum, 
gasoline,  agricultural;  implemente,  jute  bags,  building  materials,  and 
chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products  used  in  the  treatment  or  pre- 
vention of  disease.  The  control  over  prices  extends  also  to  gas  and 
electric  current  supplied  for  lighting.  Merchandise  in  transit  or 
awaiting  transshipment  at  Montevideo  is  exempt  from  the  provisions. 
HcasnrM  Adopted. 

One  of  the  first  acts  performed  under  the  law  was  to  raise  the 
embargo  on  the  exportation  of  wheat  and  flour,  imposed  by  the  laws 
of  November  13,  1916,  and  June  14,  1917.  Another  order,  issued 
February  8,  1918,  fixed  the  maximum  prices  for  grain  bags  and 
prohibited  the  exportation  of  burlap  and  bags,  except  those  in  transit. 
By  another  order  of  the  same  date  a  prohibition  was  placed  on  the 
exportation  of  leguminous  vegetables  and  meal  made  therefrom, 
tubers,  fruits,  garden  vegetables,  poultry,  butter,  eggs,  and  pro- 
served  foods  requiring  eggs  in  tlieir  preparation. 


CORN  AND  COTTON  SHOW  IN  BRAZIL. 

[Vice  CoDsul  RIcbard  P.  Uomaen,  lUo  de  JuDciro,  Mar  29.] 
The  National  Society  of  Agriculture  has  just  announced  that  in 
connection  with  the  corn  show  to  be  held  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  fi-om 
August  13  to  19,  1918,  there  will  also  be  an  exposition  of  cotton  and 
other  fibers.  This  new  part  of  the  exposition  was  suggested  by  T.  R, 
Day,  chief  of  the  industrial  department  of  the  Leo  poldina- Bail  way 
{British).  Mr.  Day,  who  is  an  American,  is  taking  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  agricultural  development  of  Brazil  and  has  done  much  to 
promote  cotton  growing  and  other  agricultural  pursuits.  First  alld 
second  prizes  will  be  awarded  for  the  following  classes  of  exhibits: 

I — best  General  exhibit  representing  four  or  more  varieties;  II — {«)  best 
bale  ot  long-stnple  cotton  welehlng  150  kilos  (330  pounds)  or  over,  and  ib) 
best  bale  of  short-BtapIe  cotton,  or  medium  stuple,  weighing  150  or  more  kilos ; 
III — (a)  best  genera.1  exhibit  of  two  or  more  varieties  of  medium  or  short 
btaple  cotton  conslstiiig  of  samples  of  stalks,  bolls,  seed  cotton,  dean  fiber,  and 
seed,  and  (6)  for  best  similar  exhibit  of  long-staple  cotton;  IV — best  exhibit  , 
of  any  one  variety  of  cotton ;  V — best  stalk  of  cotton  of  any  established  com- 
roerclat  variety;  VI — best  collection  of  100  bolls  of  any  long'«taple  variety; 
VII— best  general  exliiblt  of  new  varieties  of  hybrids,  representing  three  or 
more  varieties;  VIII — best  general  exhibit  of  fabrics  manufactured  from  cotton 
grown  In  Brazil;  IX — best  general  exhibit  of  oils  and  other  products  from  seed  of 
cotton  grown  In  Brazil;  X — best  exhibit  of  fibers  other  than  cotton,  clean  and 
crude;  XI — beat  general  exhibit  of  products  manufactured  from  fibers  other 
than  cotton,  all  grown  In  Brazil. 

It  is  necessary  that  all  the  products  offered  for  premiums  shall 
have  been  grown  or  manufactured  in  Brazil.  The  judging  com- 
mittee will  consist  of  one  member  of  the  National  Society  of  Agri- 
culture, one  cotton  manufacturer,  one  cotton  merchant,  one  cotton 
expert,  and  one  cotton  farmer. 
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DEKOTTNCEHENTS  FOB  HEXICAK  UIinKa  CT.ATTffS. 

[Ambassador  Henrr  P.  Fletcher,  Ueiico  CItr,  lul;  13.] 

Press  to-day  published  a  circular  of  the  Department  of  Industry, 
Commerce,  and  Labor  permitting  foreigners  to  present  denounce- 
ments for  mining  claims  without  prior  presentation  of  citizenship 
certificate  called  for  in  paragraph  1  of  Article  27  of  the  Consti- 
tution, but  this  certificate  must  be  presented  before  completion  of 
d^iouncement  proceedings.  Claims  previously  denounced  by  for- 
eigners will  be  accepted  and  foreigners  will  be  allowed  until  August 
31  next  to  present  certificates  referred  to, 

BXSTBICIIONS  ON  IHFOBTS  INTO  TBDHSAD. 

[Consul  B.  t>.  Baker,  Trinidad,  British  West  Indies,  June  2S.) 
The  Governor  of  Trinidad  has  issued  a  proclamation  prohibiting 
from  August  1,  1918,  the  importation  into  Trinidad  and  Tobago  of 
the  following  goods:  Arms  and  ammunitions  of  all  kinds;  bags 
(traveling),  trunks,  and  valises;  baskets,  nil  kinds;  carriages,  carts, 
and  wagons,  including  bicycles  and  tricycles,  motor  cars,  and  motor 
vehicles;  chinaware  or  porcelain,  earthenware  and  pottery;  clocks 
and  watches;  furniture,  all  kinds;  glass  and  glassware;  jewelry; 
musical  instruments,  including  phonographs;  perfumery,  including 
perfumed  spirits;  plate  and  plated  ware;  toys  and  games  of  all  kinds. 
These  restrictions  are  intended  to  save  space  in  ocean  shipping  for 
more  necessary  articles  of  trade.  Other  British  West  India  Islands 
will  probably  make  similar  prohibitions. 

EXPORTS  07  DAIBT  PBODITGTS  FBOU  H£W  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wln^tow,  Auckland,  June  11.] 

The  exports  of  dairy  products  from  New  Zealand  for  the  year 
ended  March  31,  1918,  were  valued  at  $33,917,086.  There  were  42  ' 
steamers  loaded  with  dairy  products  for  the  year  ended  April  30, 
1918,  as  compared  with  53  steamers  for  the  year  ended  April  30, 1917. 
The  cold-storage  plants  are  now  well  filled  "with  butter  and  clieese. 
67B70*— 1»  ziz    :\c 
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AMERICAIT  ELECTMC  GOODS  EEPLACE  GEBKAN  IH  CHILE. 

Of  all  the  countries  on  the  west  coast  of  South  Americ»,  Chile 
offers  the  bewt  opportunity  for  the  immediate  Kale  of  electrical  goods, 
and  the  prospects  for  the  future  are  bright.  Germnny  dominated  the 
market  before  the  war,  but  Jiccording  to  a  report  just  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, American  goods  have  recently  made  big  gains.  German  goods 
had  entered  Hie  market  in  the  wake  ol  German  capital. 

Chile  is  a  country  where  the  natural  resources  and  the  will  of  the 

?eop1e  make  for  progressive  development  along  industrial  and  mana- 
acturing  lines,  which  means  a  steadily  growmg  demand  for  power. 
Special  Agent  Philip  S.  Smitii,  author  of  the  Government's  report, 
asserts  that  this  shoiild  and  will  be  furnished  by  harnessing  the  many 
waterfalls  of  the  Cordillera  of  the  Andes  to  dectric  generators  and 
'  sending  the  current  to  all  parts  of  the  central  section  of  the  Itepublic 
One  of  the  things  that  should  not  be  overlooked  in  contemplating 
Chile  as  a  future  commercial  field  is  the  opportunity  of  uniting  a  sa^ 
investment  with  a  profitable  business.  If  advantage  is  taken  of  this 
situation,  the  relations  already  existing  between  the  two  countries  can 
be  strengthened  to  their  mutual  profit. 

The  report  analyzes  ewry  phase  of  ih»  electrical-goods  business  in 
boUi  Chile  and  Bolivia,  and  is  designed  to  assist  American  firms  in 
their  efforts  to  build  up  and  maintain  busineffi  with  the  two  coun- 
tries. Under  the  title  "  Electrical  Goods  in  Bolivia  and  Chile,"  Spe- 
cial Agents'  Series  No.  167,  it  is  sold  at  the  nominal  price  of  20  cents 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents.  Washington,  D,  C,  and  by  ilH 
the  district  and  cooperative  ofiiccs  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce. 

JAFA}}ESE  TKADE  WTIH  ABOENTINA. 

t  Commercial  Att>cb«  fiobert  B.  Barrett  BoeDoa  AlrM.) 

In  an  article  in  Commercb  Reports  for  June  24,  relative  to  the 
opening  of  a  Japanese  bank  at  Buenos  Aires,  figures  were  given  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  Japanese- Argentine  trade  during  the  last  five  years. 
These  figures  were  based  on  the  arbitrary  valuatimis  given  by  the 
statistical  division  of  the  Argentine  Government,  which  has  now  sup- 
plied the  actual  values  of  the  trade  between  Argentina  and  Japan. 
The  revised  figures  sliow  that  the  imports  from  Japan  were  as  fol- 
lows (in  gold  pesos  of  $0.965) ;  1913,  1,021,918  pesos;  1914,  577,683 
pesos;  1915,  1,100,620  pesos;  1916,  1,991,015  pesos;  1917,  3,319,266 
pesos.  The  exports  to  Japan  were  valued  in  1913  at  18,886  p^os  and 
in  1917  at  2,110,596  pesos. 

Analysis  of  Baimeie  Honiiite  Saudi. 
The  Geological  Survey  of  India  reports  that  an  analysis  made  of 
the  monazitc  sands  of  Mergui  and  Tavoy,  in  Tenasserim,  Lower 
Burma,  taken  from  28  locations,  shows  but  0.18  per  cent  of  thoria  in 
the  heavy  concentrates  studied  by  it,  which  is  equivalent  to  0.00216 
pound  of  ThO.  per  cu|)ic  yard  of  the  ground  sampled,  and  adds: 
"  Such  a  minute  fraction  is  of  course  of  no  practical  utility." 

"  ThriTe  by  Thrift,  Boy  War  SsTing  Stamps."  ^ 

Goot^lc 
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CHAVOES  m  EZPOST  COKSEBVATION  UST. 

The  Wai:  Trade  Board  announces  (in  a  new  ruling,  .W.T.B.R.  173)^ 
the  addition  of  the  loUowing  commodities  to  the  Export  Conserva- 
tion List,  eflfective  July  22,  1918: 

Dried  peacbes,  X-1.  ->»-.■  :..;,(f». 

Dried  prunea,  X-1. 

SflTerware  containing  no  tla     (Individual  licenses  not  required  to  Canada 
and  NewfouDdlaod.) 

The  modification  to  the  Export  Conservation  List,  as  shown  below, 
has  been  adopted,  also  effective  July  22, 1918.  Item  listed  in  column 
1  includes  the  new  modification  and  should  be  substituted  for  the  cor< 
responding  item  in  columu  2 : 

Column  1.  —  -  Column  2. 

(Effective  Jaly  22,  1918.)  (Export   Conservation   List   Jul;    16, 


SllTcr,    manafactured,    and    articles 


lOia) 


containing     sliver.       (Individual     II-         Silver,   nmnufactured,   and   articles 
contalniuK  silver. 


NEW  CANADIAN  CUTLEBT  MATEBIAL. 
[Consul  FeUi  S.  S.  JohnsoD,  Klngetoii,  Onlnrlo,  Jooe  SS,] 

Prof.  W.  L.  Goodwin  of  Queens  University,  Kingston,  has 
made  Jaiown  the  dcvelo^uent  of  the  new  material  "Festal"  from  iron, 
chi-omium,  and  cobalt.  Prof.  Goodwin  states  that  chemists,  after  con-' 
siderable  research  work,  have  succeeded  in  effecting  the  combination 
of  these  materials  into  a  ir.etal  very  easy  to  work  and  suitable  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  finest  forms  of  cutlery.  The  substance  has  been 
named  "Festal"  and  is  shortly  to  bo  on  the  market  in  commercial 
quantities. 

Prof.  Goodwin  is  the  chairman  of  the  Canadian  section,  So- 
ciety of  Chemical  Industiy,  which  organization,  in  conjunction  with 
Canadian  chemists  and  chemical  engineers,  is  working  toward  get- 
ting a  higher  degree  of  extraction  of  useful  substances  from  ores  and 
finding  new  uses  for  waste  products.  Canadian  chemists,  working  in 
Canada,  were  responsible  for  the  discovery  of  "Festal,"  which  is 
peculiarly  a  Canadian  product. 


Norwe{^an  Yeast  Eaotories  Combine. 

A  new  company  with  a  capital  stock  of  2,500,000  crowns  ($670,000) 

has  been  formed  in  Christiania,  being  a  combination  of  eight  yeast 

factories.     The  name  of  the  company  will  bo  "De  norske  gjaer  og 

spritfabriker  A/S  ", 

FRESH  KEAT  IN  STORE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

(CoDEDl  0«uerai  Altrcd  A.  Wluslow,  Aucklatid,  June  14.1 

•According  to  a  recent  statement  there  are  in  store  in  Xew  Zealand 
4,000,000  carcasses  of  fresh  meat,  and  it  is  probable  thnt  by  the  end 
of  July  there  will  be  2,000,000  more,  with  no  hopes  of  lessening  this 
supply  short  of  the  latter  part  of  August  or  September.  Against 
this  the  British  Government  has  advanced  $14,600,000. 
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FAVORABLE  OITTLOOE  IVR  ITALIAN  SILCWOBU  IHSTTSTBT. 

[Causul  Joseph  EEnersan  naTeo,  Turin,  Ua;  20.] 

The  silkwoi'm  season  Began  With  a  most  uncertain  oiitlook  as  to 
future  prices  obtainable  for  cocoons.  The  outlook  has  now  changed, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  future  holds  much  of  jjromise.  The  Italian 
silk  market  was  seriously  shaken  by  the  prohibition  of  silk  exports. 
The  subsequent  decision  by  the  Government  permitting  silk  to  be 
exported  to  the  Allied  countries  and,  within  certain  linute,  to  Swit- 
zci'land,  the  high  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  the  active  New  York 
market,  and  the  certainty  of  large  French  orders  are  good  and  valid 
reasons  for  the  present  firm  market. 

According  to  a  Government  bulletin,  first-quality  Italian  silk  in 
the  gray  was  quoted  at  1C2  lire  per  kilo  ($8.16  per  pound  at  present 
exchange  of  9  lire  to  the  dollar)  toward  the  middle  of  May  in  Milan. 
Some  contracts  for  new  cocoons  were  made  in  Lombardy  at  140-145 
lire  per  myriagram  {$0.71  to  $0.73  per  pound) ;  in  the  Province  of 
Cunco  {Turin  consular  district)  sales  were  even  made  at  prices 
exceeding  150  lire  per  myriagram  ($0,75  per  pound),  which  would 
seem  incredible  were  the  general  high  cost  of  all  material  not  so 
manifest. 

It  should  be  recorded  that  these  high  prices  are  in  no  way  due  to 
a  small  yield,  for,  notwitlistanding  the  great  scarcity  of  labor,  the 
number  of  worms  placed  under  incubation  has  been  large,  and  in 
some  sections  of  Piedmont  and  Lombardy  the  number  at  present 
exceeds  the  number  cultivated  last  year.  Further,  the  excellent  and 
advanced  condition  of  the  mulberry  leaves  and  the  good  weather 
experienced  point  to  a  most  favorable  and  productive  season. 


COKDITIOM  OF  THE  CAHASIAN  FRUIT  CROPS. 

A  report  issued  by  the  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  gives 
the  condition  of  the  fruit  crops  in  the  Dominion  to  the  date  of  the 
publication  of  the  report,  June  27.  It  says:  "In  Nova  Scofia  the 
weather  during  the  blossom  period,  which  whs  almost  three  weeks  ear- 
lier than  usual,  was  cool  and  not  generally  favorable  for  pollination. 
This  may  account  to  some  extent  for  the  falling  off  in  prospects  in 
that  district.  It  has  doubtless,  howe^■e^,  also  helped  to  keep  apple 
scab  from  serious  development.  During  the  past  week  or  10  days 
there  has  been  plenty  of  rain  and  weather  conditions  are  now  much 
more  favorable  in  the  Annapolis  Valley  than  they  were  in  Maj'.  In 
Ontario  and  Quebec  the  past  month  has  been  cold,  with  considerable 
rainfall.  This  has  delayed  the  ripening  of  small  fruits  and  in  some 
cases  has  caused  slight  injury.  There  have  been  no  frosts  sufficiently 
spicre  to  seriously  affect  any  of  the  tree  fruits,  though  generally  the 
temperature  has  been  below  the  average  for  this  time  of  the  year  and 
low  enough  to  prevent  rapid  growth.  In  British  Columbia  the  month 
of  .Tune  has  been  imusually  warm  and  dry.  There  has  been  a  more 
than  usually  heavy  J4in^  drop,  probably  the  result  of  the  severe  frost 
■  on  May  24."    The  report  continues:  " 

ApplCf. — GpiiPrftl  enndlllona  have  chaiigwl  very  sllglitl.v  aince  our  June  report, 
wMcli  was  prepared  Inat  after  the  blossoming  period.  It  ts  reasonable  to 
cipect  n  eH^ht  falling  off  lu  prospects  since  tbat  time,  and  tbia  is  now  apparent 
In  certain  (iistricts.  Keporls  from  Nova  Scotia  are  not  optimistic ;  It  la  doubttol 
if  tlie  j-ield  will  reach  400,000  barrels.    The  total  proauction  In  1917,  Incladlng 
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(ruU  used  by  evaporators  and  cnanlng  factories,  was  about  700,000  barrels,  or 
75  per  cent  greater  tlian  the  estimated  crop  for  1918.  It  Is  to  be  noted,  however, 
that  there  \a  an  almost  complete  abseace  of  apple  scab  and  that  tbe  frulC  Is  of 
a  remarkably  fine  qnallty.  In  Ontario  the  best  prospects  are  In  Prince  Edward 
County,  Georgian  Buy,  and  in  tbe  western  coanties.  In  these  districts  the  yield, 
while  considerably  below  average,  will  be  much  greater  than  last  year.  Early 
■varieties  generally  give  better  promise  than  later  ones,  Spya  and  Baldwins 
are  very  light  in  all  districts.  In  eastern  Ontario  and  Quebec  the  latest  reports 
strongly  emphasize  the  severe  winter  injury,  which  has  wrought  havoc  in  young  j 
orchards  and  seriously  affected  moat  of  the  old  Fameuse  orchards,  of  which  | 
tltese  districts  have  long  been  proud.  The  Injury  is  doubtless  more  severe  than  { 
Is  generally  supposed  by  those  outside  of  the  affected  areas.  In  British  Colum- 
bia no  changes  have  taken  place.  The  crop  Is  still  expected  to  about  equal  that  I 
of  a  year  ago,  and  would  doubtless  have  been  a  very  heavy  one  but  (or  the  {' 
frost  Injury  of  May  24.  ■ 

Cberriea.—lo  spite  of  an  abundant  bloom  the  Niagara  cherry  crop  Is  not  ' 
hea*-y-  Sour  varieties  are  from  50  to  60  per  cent  ot  a  normal  crop,  with  sweet ' 
varieties  about  25  per  cent.  The  latter  are  very  variable,  some  orchards  bav- , 
tng  quite  a  good  crop,  while  In  others  there  Is  very  little  fruit.  The  fruit  also 
Bet  poorly  in  the  Bnrlington-Oakvllle  district,  and  35  per  cent  of  a  normal  crop 
Is  the  beat  that  can  be  expected  here.  In  most  of  the  other  districts  of  Ontario 
and  In  Quebec  the  crop  Is  practically  a  failure.  In  British  Columbia  there  is  a  ' 
good  average  crop,  although  there  was  some  frost  injury  and  heavy  dropping. 

Peorg.— Tiie  Niagara  pear  crop  will  he  about  40  to  50  per  cent  of  normal, 
Trith  KeUTer  and  Bartlett  showlag  best.  Clargeau  Is  a  fair  crop.  Most  of  the 
other  varieties  are  light.  At  Burlington  there  has  been  severe  winter-kllilnB  and  . 
the  crop  Is  very  light  In  other  parte  of  Ontario,  ea  well  as  In  Quebec  and  east- 
em  Canada,  the  crop  is  a  failure,  ^ere  Is  quite  a  heavy  crop  In  British  Colum- 
bia, where  the  Injury  by  frost  has  not  beea  as  serious  as  first  reports  Indicated. 
Some  trees  were  affected,  but  Id  the  majority  of  orchards  the  crop  Is  full,  and . 
frill  give  an  Increase  over  last  year. 

Peaehet. — ^The  Niagara  peach  crop  Is  not  likely  to  greatly  exceed  40  per  cent 
o(  norma),  which  is  about  what  was  pretlicted  a  month  ago.  The  decrease  Is 
due  to  very  severe  winter  Injury.  Early  varieties  give  the  best  promise,  though 
Blbertaa  are  also  fair.  Smocks  have  dropped  very  heavily  in  some  districts 
and  are  generally  light  The  crop  Is  practically  a  complete  failure  In  other  parts 
of  Ontario.  In  British  Columbia  the  yield  is  not  likely  to  exceed  60  per  cent  of 
normal ;  the  losses  due  to  the  May  frost  are  about  25  per  cent 

Grape*. — Grtt]>e  vines  are  looking  remarkably  well  In  Niagara  Peninsula.  The 
crop  is  exepected  to  be  from  75  to  100  per  cent  of  normal. 

Plum».~-la  British  Columbia  the  plum  crop  was  reduced  at  least  25  per 
cent  by  frost ;  on  trees  not  affected  there  will  be  a  full  crop.  Relne  Claude, 
Bradshaw,  and  Guell  give  the  best  promise.  Japanese  varieties  are  generally 
light  There  has  been  some  injury  from  cnrcullo  and  rot  In  unsprayed  or- 
idiarda.  The  crop  throughout  Niagara  Is  variable  and  It  Is  dtmcult  to  give  an 
accurate  estimate ;  the  total  yield,  however,  will  approximate  65  per  cent  of 
normal.  The  crop  is  very  light  in  the  Burlington  district.  In  Western 
Ontario  there  is  practically  no  crop ;  the  set  was  tight  and  the  fruit  has  fallen 
beavfly.  In  Quebec  about  50  per  cent  of  the  trees,  except  the  Americana 
yarieties,  have  been  wlnter-kUled. 

Smtia  /mils.— The  supply  of  Ontario  strawberries  Is  quite  light;  the  acreage 
In  Niagara  is  comparatively  small  and  even  a  good  yield  will  not  give  the 
markets  on  adequate  supply.  There  was  considerable  winter-killing  between 
Toronto  and  Hamilton  and  the  crop  was  reduced  to  about  50  per  cent  of 
normal.  Shlppiog  Is  now  In  full  swing.  Raspberries  are  between  65  and  75 
per  cent  of  a  full  crop  in  Nlagnm,  with  some  winter-killing  reported.  Black- 
boTles  are  very  light.  In  Quebec  some  damage  was  done  to  strawberries 
cod  raspberries  by  frost  on  June  18  and  19.  Shipping  commenced  this  week 
apd  the  crop  is  fair.  British  Columbia  reports  only  a  fair  crop  of  straw- 
berries on  the  lower  mainland,  and  a  75  per  cent  crop  of  raspberries.  Rasiv 
berries  are  a  good  crop  in  all  districts  except  the  Wwt  Kootenays,  where  the 
canes  have  apparently  been  Injured  by  frost.  There  Is  a  fair  crop  In 
Hew  Brunswick,  where  shipping  commenced  during  'the  last  week  of  June. 
The  crop  on  Prince  Edward  Island  Is  light  to  medium. 


Vo  trouble  to  Iht',  cbeap,  00D7ealent,areal  lavestmeat — War  SavUg' 
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KETOCATION  07  CANADIAN  BLANKBT  LICENSE  FOSTFOHED. 

The  revocation  of  the  general  import  license  covering  the  impoita- 
tioa  of  commodities  from  Canada  and  Newfoundland  as  to  shipments 
of  articles  on  the  list  of  restricted  imports,  which  In'  a  roling  of  the 
War  Trade  Board  (W.  T.  B.  E.  161),  published  July  8,  was  to  have 
been  effective  from  July  20,  1918,  has  oeen  postponed  until  August 
15, 1918.  

EXPANSION  OF  LEEDS'  KUNICIPAZ,  POWER  PLANT. 

(CoBsnl   Pcrdval   OanBett,  I^cds,  England,  June  21.] 

In  its  municipal  electricity  undertaking  Leeds  has  made  tre- 
mendous strides  in  recent  years.  If  the  electricity  supply  of  England 
comes  under  national  contrcd — as  has  been  recentlv  recomm^ided 
by  the  Electric  Power  Supply  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
[sec  Commerce  Repobts  for  Feb.  11,  1918]— it  is  certain  that  the 
Leeds  electricity  works  in  Whitehall  Boad  will  be  one  of  the  most 
important  bases  of  supply  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

Notwithstanding  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  war,  extensions 
have  been  going  on  in  connection  with  the  Leeds  works  di4iing  the 
Inst  three  or  four  years.  These  havo  now  almost  reached  comple- 
tion, and  toward  the  end  of  next  month  there  is  to  be  a  formal  open- 
ing of  extensions  which  hare  coat  nearly  $1,250,000.  Another 
$580,000  will  be  spent  in  providing  more  generating  machinery  and 
on  extensions  to  the  boiler  house  and  circulating  pump  house.  When 
that  is  done,  Leeds  will  have  an  electricity-generating  works  repre- 
swting  a  capital  of  $8,716,000. 

The  corporation  expects  to  derive  $1,481,000  from  sales  this  year. 
Of  this  revenue,  however,  little  will  remain  as  profit  the  charge  for 
current  being  kept  as  nearly  as  possible  on  a  level  with  the  cost  of 
production.  The  pi-esent  average  price  for  electricity  supplied  in 
Leeds  is  $0,022  per  unit— an  increase  of  about  20  per  cent  upon  the 
prewar  charge,  but  still  substantially  below  the  average  charges  of 
other  municipalities. 
Orowth  Dnrlng  Past  Two  Decades. 

Appended  is  a  tabulated  statement  which  gives  interesting  com- 
parisons showing  the  growth  of  the  undertaking  in  the  last  18  years : 
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The  extensions  at  the  works  which  are  shortly  to  be  opened  pro- 
vide a  big  part  of  the  ultimate  scheme,  which  is  intended  to  enabb 
the  Whitehall  Road  works  to  meet  a  demand  for  60,000  horsepower. 
The  extensions  have  taken  nearly  four  years  to  complete,  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  labor  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  materials,  and 
all  the  whBe  the  demands  for  electricity  for  power  purposes  in  con- 
nection with  the  mannfacture  of  munitions  nave  become  more  and 
more  insistent.  Since  the  war  began,  the  amount  of  electricity 
supplied  for  power  purposes  in  Leeds  has  nearly  doubled. 
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ITALY  FIXES  UAZtmrU  FBICES  FOB  SUFEBPHOSFEAXES. 
[CoDiul  GeDcral  Dftvld  IT.  TCllber,  Geatn,  June  P.] 

By  a  decree  published  in  the  Gazzetta  Ufficiale  of  May  29,  Italy 
fixed  the  maximum  sale  prices  of  superphosphates  to  farmers.  The 
price  is  per  unit  of  phosphoric  anhydride  soluble  in  citrate  of  ammo- 
nia in  sacks  of  100  Kilos  (220.46  pounds)  j  good  canvas,  f.  o.  b.  port, 
as  follows;  At  the  ports  of  Genoa,  Spezia,  Leghorn,  Civitavecchia, 
Portici  (Granatello) ,  Milazzo,  Porto  Empedocle,  and  Taranto,  1.55 
lire  per  unit  [at  normal  exchange  the  Italian  lira  is  worth  19.3  cents 
American  gold] ;  Barletta  and  Ancona,  1.56  lire;  Ravenna,  1.57  lire; 
iVenice,  1.58  lire. 

For  goods  consigned  in  bulk  or  in  sacks  belonging  to  the  purchaser 
and  sacked  by  him  the  above  maximum  prices  sliall  be  diminished  by 
23  centesimi  per  unit  and  shall  accordingly  be  1.32  lire,  1.33  lire,  1.34 
lire,  and  1.35  lire,  respectively.  For  goods  consigned  in  sacks  of  50 
kiJcs  (110.23  pounds)  the  base  prices  may  be  increased  by  not  more 
than  14  centesimi  per  unit. 

StatistlcB  Becently  Compiled  b;  Bntean. 
A  statistical  statement  has  recently  been  prepared  by  the  Division 
of  Kesearch  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  ana  Domestic  Commerce  on 
imports  of  lumps  and  lampware  and  of  electrical  machinery  and  ma- 
tcriai  and  allied  equipment  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  Southern 
Rhodesia,  and  Nortliern  Rhodesia,  by  countries,  for  the  years  1913- 
1917. 


AUEBICAIT-HADE  DYES  IB  FOBEIOH  lUBEEIS. 
CHINA. 
(Vice  Consul  Aodrew  J.  Brever,  Amo;,  Apr.  19.] 
In  the  Amoy  consular  district,  as  in  practically  every  other  part 
of  China,  the  demand  for  dyes  is  satisfied  mainly  by  domestic  prod- 
ucts, particularly  by  indigo.  There  is,  however,  an  importation  of 
dyestuffs  to  supplement  those  produced  at  home.  In  former  years 
these  came  almost  entirely  from  Hongkong,  which  received  them 
direct  from  Europe  for  distribution  among  the  outpoiis  of  South 
China.  Even  now  appro.ximateIy  CO  per  cent  of  the  dyes  imported 
into  Amoy  are  reexports  from  Hongkong,  the  other  40  per  cent 
being  of  Japanese  derivation.  The  European  war,  with  its  com- 
pulsory suspension  from  the  market  of  German  aniline  dyes  and 
:the  withdrawal  of  the  large  supplies  which  were  formerly  obtained 
from  Belgium,  seems  now  to  have  given  American  dye  manufacturers 
jtheir  chance,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  at  the  present  time  there  are  no 
'dyestuffs  whatever  of  American  manufacture  imported  into  Amoy. 
latrodncing  Amerloaa  Dyes  In  Amoy— Imports. 

'"  The  situation  in  Amoy,  however,  is  peculiar.  The  imports  of 
iSyestuffs  are  not  large  enough  to  justify  an  American  firm's  keeping 
«  foreign  agent  on  the  ground,  and  yet  it  is  quite  certain  that  the 
development  of  a  local  market  is  hampered  by  the  absence  of  such 
an  agent.  Three  of  the  larger  dye  importers  in  Amoy  [whose  names 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  | 
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102106]  at  the  present  time  control  all  tlie  wHoIeeale  business,  dis- 
tribnting  to  the  small  ehopkeepers.  tut  to  trade  with  them  it  ■would 
be  necessary  to  correspond  with  them  In  the  Chinese  lan^age  or 
io  have  them  Tisited  at  intervals  by  &  foreign  representative  irith 
in  interpreter.  The  most  feasible  -way  of  introdncing  American 
ayestuffs  into  Amoy  appears  to  be  to  establish  an  agency  at  Shangha.i 
or  Hongkong  under  foreign  management,  giving  tiiis  agency  all 
South  China  to  he  worked  under  Its  supervision.  Only  in  this  way 
&8Q  the  difficulties  of  correspondence  in  Chinese  and  of  the  language 
m  geDeral.he  overcome. 

The  following  figures  show  the  value  of  imports  of  dyestuffs  into 
'Amoy  during  the  past  two  years: 
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fConaul  Clauae  E.  Ouyant,  BnirnaqviUlR,  Mnr.  H.) 
Although  there  are  several  cotton  mills  in  Colombia  making  a  fair 
Tariety  or  the  cheaper  and  coarser  grades  of  cotton  cloth,  no  dyeing 
has  been  done  in  any  of  the  textile  factories  until  recently.  Yarp 
tised  has  been  imported,  principally  from  England,  in  the  different 
colors  desired,  but  a  few  months  ago  a  Barranquilla  factory  (Fabrica 
de  Tejidos  Obregon),  tlie  largest  textile  mill  in  Colombia,  installed 
dyeing  and  spinning  machinery  and  has  commenced  to  dye  Colom- 
bian cotton.  So  far  it  has  used  only  sulphur  black,  but  it  is  under- 
stood that  later  on  the  dyeing  plant  will  be  enlarged  and  other 
dyes  used.  The  dyes  of  this  hi-m  are  all  purchased  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  other  mill  in  Colombia  will  go 
into  this  business. 

ENaL&Kn. 

tConsu!  Fcrdval  Gnsselt,  Lc<!dB,  Api.  24,] 

The  distillation  of  both  gas  and  coke  oven  tar  is  an  important 
industry  of  Leeds.  Benzole,  carbolic  acid,  creosote  oil,  anthracene, 
and  pitch,  in  which  a  large  trade  has  been  done  with  the  Continent, 
are  produced. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  considerable  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  application  of  dyeing  materials  in  the  prodnctioix 
of  textile  fabrics  and  leather.  The  use  of  natural  dyestuffs  in  tM 
form  of  extracts  has  developed  largely,  replacing  in  a  great  measnre 
the  dye  material  in  its  natural  form.  It  is  the  custom  to  buy  an^ 
sell  extracts  on  guaranteed  analysis  of  tanning  contents  and  luso  io 
declare  the  sliade  of  color  hy  colorimeter  test. 

The  principal  dyowood  and  tanning  extracts  manufactured  in  the 
Leeds  district  arc  myrabolam,  suma«,  valonia,  logwood,  fusdc,  bar- 
wood,  hematite  crystals  and  paste,  orchil  extract,  and  indigo  extracl, 
Clirome  tanning  liquor,  together  with  the  necessary  dyes,  dressing 
and  finishes,  is  also  manufactured  for  the  production  of  leather 
suitable  for  boot  manufacture,  ,  , 
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AitUcIal  Djrettnffs  in  fieneral  Vk. 

Natural  dyes  have  within  recent  years  been  largely  superseded  by 
gnthetic  dyestuffs,  formerly  supplied  principally  bv  Germany. 
How  ever  jlogwood,  fustic,  and  catecnu  are  still  employed  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  war  has  given  a  tremendous  impulse  to  the  manufacture 
of  artificial  dyestuffs,  and  in  the  Leeds  district  various  firms  have 
Parted  their  manufacture,  although  as  yet  on  a  comparatively  small 
scale.  The  number  of  artificial  colors  manufactured  m  Great  Britain 
before  the  war  was  probably  less  than  100,  and  the  number  now  being 
prepared  here  is  about  250,  the  object  of  the  manufacturer  at  present 
Dcii^  to  supply  his  customers  with  the  dyes  most  in  demand. 

The  great  difiiculty  the  British  manufacturers  faced  at  the  begin- 
ning OT  the  war  was  the  lack  of  trained  chemists  who  could  assist  in 
the  making  of  these  colors;  although  every  effort  has  he&a.  made  to 
overcome  Hiis  difBculty,  progress  has  been  slow,  owing  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  militaiT  authorities. 

The  University  of  Leeds,  in  conjunction  with  the  Universities  of 
Oxford  and  Liverpool,  has  devoted  one  of  its  main  laboratories, 
under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Arthur  G.  Perkin,  son  of  the  founder  of 
the  artificial-color  industry  and  the  discoverer  of  mauve,  to  work  on 
color  manufacture,  and  is  assisting  the  color  maken?  in  the  Leeds 
district  in  every  way  possible.  This  university,  which  has  probably 
the  best-equipped  department  for  the  study  of  color  chemistry  and 
dyeing  in  Great  Britain  and  the  equal  of  any  on  the  Continent,  has 
always  devoted  a  portion  of  its  curricuhun  to  the  study  of  artificial 
^estuffs,  and  now,  being  fully  ahve  to  the  necessities  of  the  situa- 
^n,  is  making  extensive  preparations  to  oope  with  the  difficulty  in 
ihe  future,  not  only  by  enlarging  its  dyeing  and  color  laboratories, 
pat,  also,  by  offering  greater  mcilities  to  the  young  men  of  the  Leeds 
district  tor  nndertaking  such  a  course  of  training. 

[Lists  of  the  artiflclal-dre  iuauufacturer».  <Irysa1ters  ov  mlddleme:),  anil 
dealers  Id  tbe  Leeds  district  may  be  obtained  fi-oni  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  aod 
Doaeetic  GomRwrce  or  its  litetrlct  and  cooperative  ofliccs  by  referring  to  file 
Nc.  100573.] 

[Coaiul  Horace  Lee  Viiabia£toa,  L1t«r[>oai,  U«r.  28.1 

American  Dy«i  treed  In  Uverpool  District. 

Effort  is  being  made  by  English  manufacturers  of  dyes  to  meet  the 
pres^it  abnormal  demand  occasioned  by  the  usual  sources  of  supply 
being  no  looeer  available,  but  it  is  not  prncticni  at  this  time  to  fore- 
cast the  result  of  these  efforts  in  the  production  of  all  the  shades  of 
color  required.  Two  firms  in  Li\crpool  interested  in  the  subject  state 
that  large  quantities  of  dyes  are  imported  into  this  country  from 
the  United  States.  One  of  these  firms  says  that  it  is  roadj'  at  all  times 
to  purchase  from  any  reliable  firm  in  the  United  States  who  can 
offer  the  best  value.  This  fiim  manufactured  vegetable  dyes  in  this 
country  for  many  years,  but  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  pro- 
ducing logwood  and  fustic  extract  here  in  competition  with  maniifac- 
turers  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  the  United  States,  they  and  the  other 
■  ^yewood-extract  manufacturers  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  ceased 
to  prodnoe  these  dyestuffs. 

\Tbe  natnea  of  tbe  Liverpool  flrme  mentioned  In  tills  report  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Bnrefiii  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Ita  district  and  coc^)enl- 
tive  offices  by  rc^rrios  to  file  No.  09552.] 
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nniu. 

IConsul  Stuart  K.  LuptoD,  Bombaj',  Uar.  14.] 
Imports  of  dyes  into  the  Bombay  Presidency  from  Italy  and  Swit- 
zerland hiive  declined  to  a  very  large  extent  since  the  war,  and  the 
supply  from  Germany  and  Belgium  has  practically  ceased.  These 
countries  were  formerly  the  principal  sources  of  supply  for  aniline 
dyes,  while  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom  furnished  most  of  the 
alizarine  dyes  imported  into  Bombay.  The  United  Kingdom  has  con- 
tinued to  supply  alizarine  dyes,  practically  controlling  the  trade  in 
1917,  and  has  steadily  increased  its  shipments  of  aniline  dyes.  Im- 
ports from  the  United  States  began  in  191G  with  2,086  pounds  of  ani- 
line dyes,  valued  at  7,^7  rupees  ($2,572),  and  in  1917  amounted  to 
370,869  pounds,  valued  at  3,865,0C8  rupees  ($1,253,956). 

Prices  have  risen  steadily,  as  may  be  seen  by  comparing  the  total 
imports  of  anihne  and  alizarine  dyes  in  1917,  which  amounted  to  only 
88«,912  pounds,  valued  at  5,GC7,C93  rupees  ($1,838,792).  with  those 
for  1914,  which  were  11,885,515  pounds,  valued  at  7,628,704  rupees 
($2,475,022). 

Below  is  shown  the  share  of  the  principal  countries  in  the  dye  trade 
of  Bombay  during  the  past  four  years  (values  are  given  in  rupees  of 
$.03244) : 
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1,  Uar.  20.1 

There  "is  a  growing  demand  for  American  dyes  in  New  Zealand 
and  a  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers  to  esamine  and  test 
samples  sent  by  American  firms,  and  to  order  from  these  samples 
if  the  product  measures  up  to  the  standards  required  here. 

Although  there  is  not  much  done  in  manufacturing  or  dyeing  here, 
except  in  the  woolen  mills  and  in  a  small  way  in  the  principal  cen- 
ters, in  the  aggregate  the  imports  are  considerable  each  year.  For 
1916  the  imports  of  dyes  were  valued  at  $202,724,  of  which  the 
United  Kingdom  supplied  $168,760  worth  and  the  United  States 
$7,022  worth.  These  dyes  enter  free  of  duty  from  all  countries,  with- 
the  exception  of  a  1  per  cent  war  tax,  which  is  collected  on  all  imports. 

[A  list  ot  dj-era  and  woolen  manufactnrers  Id  New  Zealand  ma.v  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cominerce  or  Its  district  nod  co- 
operative offices.    Hefer  to  file  No.  100310.] 


[CoDsiil  General  W.  I..  Lowric,  Liaboo,  May  0.1 

American-made  dyes  cire  in  demand  in  Portugal,  and  considerable 

auantities  have  been  imported  from  the  United  States  to  supply 
le  existing  market.  The  country  has  no  extensive  manufacturmg 
interests  in  comparison  with  its  omer  industries,  and  the  annual  im- 
ports of  dyes  are  valued  at  approximately  $600,000.  In  1914,  the 
latest  year  for  which  complete  statistics  are  available,  Germany 
supplied  about  one-half  of  the  entire  demand.  Owing  to  large  .'stocks 
and  also  to  the  dyes  landed  from  one  of  the  Gerninn  steamships  taken 
over  by  the  Portuguese  Government,  the  factories  were  able'  to  se- 
cure their  normal  supply  for  some  time  after  the  war  began,  but 
during  recent  months  dyes  have  been  imported  from  Switzerland, 
the  United  States,  Spain,  Franco,  and  England,  ranking  in  impor- 
tance in  the  order  named. 
Opportnaitr  'or  American  Exports  to  Enter  If  arlcet. 

It  should  be  understood  by  American  manufacturers  that  the  pres- 
ent opportunity  for  entering  and  holding  this  market  is  an  excep- 
tionally favorable  one.  Cotton,  woolen,  silk,  and  leather  factories 
are  eager  to  secure  proper  dyes.  Just  now  their  business  is  pros- 
pering to  an  unusual  degree,  and  they  are  willing  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  manufacturer  in  order  to  secure  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  dyes. 

The  Portuguese  importer  faces  almost  prohibitive  freights,  un- 
expected delays  in  shipmentSj  extremely  high  insurance,  higher  ex- 
change rates,  etc.  I^es  cost  in  Lisbon  15  to  20  times  what  they  did 
under  normal  conditions.  The  business  is  in  the  hands  of  commis- 
rion  importers  who  meet  the  requirements  of  the  American  sellers 
-and  then  supply  the  factories  on  30  days'  or  more  credit. 
D^e  Trade  at  Oporto. 

Oporto,  the  metropolis  of  northern  Portugal,  is  the  chief  market 
for  aniline  dyea  in  this  country.  The  Amcriran  consular  agent  at 
that  port  reports  that  the  demand  is  principally  for  sulphurous 
dyei^  with  direct  dyee  and  basic  dyes  next  in  importance.  He  fur- 
tner  states:  "At  present,  owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of  aniline  dy^, 
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natural  coloring  woods  like  campenchy  and  quercitron  are  being  used 
extensively.  Aniline  dyes  are  still  obtainable  from  Spaiuj  Switzer- 
land, England,  and  the  United  States.  Formerly  the  business  here 
waa  in  the  hands  of  Germans,  but  Portuguese  firms  haie  taken  over 
the  importation.  One  concern  has  imported  American  dyes  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  complaint  is  made  of  the  irregularity  in  quality. 
Samples  are  of  no  value  under  irrevocable  banking  credits,  and  re- 
sults may  be  verified  only  by  actual  use  of  the  dyes.  An  expert  has 
suggested  Government  control  of  manufacture  of  dyes,  with  accom- 
panying certificate  of  density  or  concentration."      .._:^ 


[CoDEal  General  Carl  Batlej'  Hurat,  Bartelona,  Usj  4.5 
Spain  is  at  present  a  favorable  market  for  American  dyes.  The 
importations  of  dyes  from  England  and  Franc©  are  not  made  with  . 
the  same  facility  and  frequency  as  heretofore.  Aniline  dyes  that 
were  formerly  imported  from  Germany  are  not  found  here  now, 
although  aniline  dyes  of  Swiss  origin  are  advertised  and  orders  so- 
licited. As  is  known,  the  majority  of  dyes  derived  from  coal  tar 
came  from  Germany,  and  Spanish  statistics  for  1917  give  the  second 
place  to  Switzerland.  The  United  States  occupies  the  third  place 
among  countries  that  exported  to  Spain  in  1916,  with  dyes  valued  at 
$24,077.  Three-fourths  of  the  indigo  imported  likewise  came  from  ' 
Germany.  The  vegetable  dyes,  as  specified  in  the  Spanish  statistics 
for  1916,  were  imported  into  Spain  in  the  following  quantities :  From 
Argentina,  $368,790;  France,  $87,210;  Great  Britain,  $72,390; 
United  States,  $119,320;  and  all  other  countries,  $47,690;  making  a 
total  of  $695,400.  ^  .^       ^«v-*<w 


Bpanlsh  Iinporti  and  Exports  of  D7e>.  ■  -'-'  ■'^'•-  >;■>'--  -"■-"■ 

The  following  table  shows  the  Spanish  imports  and  exports  of 
dyes  and  colors  of  various  classes  for  the  past  thiee  years: 
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The  greater  part  of  mineral  dyes  in  powder  or  in  lumps,  ground 
in  water  or  oil,  came  principally  from  France  and  Great  Biitain. 


OOUMEBOE  DEPORTS.  S85 

The  participation  of  the  United  States  along  this  line  has  been  very 

slight. 

limited  FrtdnotloK  ol  1>$«i1b  Spftin.        ' 

There  seemB  to  be  an  especial  opportunity  for  American  dye  manu- 
facturers to  send  their  producta  to  the  Spanish  market,  not  onlv  to 
replace  imports  formerly  supplied  by  Germany,  but  also  to  help 
out  the  insufficient  production  of  dyes  made  in  Spain.  The  Spanish 
manufacture  of  dyes  is  hampered  by  the  lack  of  certain  raw  ma- 
terials. On  account  of  the  lessened  imports  of  petroleum,  dye  fac- 
tories have  not  been  able  to  get  sufficient  supplies  of  benzol,  and 
there  is  also  decided  lack  of  coal  tar.  The  Spanish  press  has  de- 
voted considerable  space  to  discussion  of  the  lessened  production 
of  lampblack  used  for  printing  inks. 

In  the  consular  district  of  Barcelona  is  centered  the  cotton  spin- 
ning and  weaving  industry  of  Spain,  and  the  dyeing  establishments 
in  connection  therewith  occupy  an  important  place.  There  are  in  the 
country  about  80  dye  works,  and  there  is,  furthermore,  an  important 
business  done  in  dyes  for  leather  and  paper.  Public  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  scarcity  of  dye  factories  in  Spain,  afad  very  re- 
cently in  a  lecture  given  at  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Barcelona 
on  the  subject  of  coal-tar  dyes  the  lecturer  dealt  upon  the  importance 
of  extending  the  manufacture  of  aniline  dyes  in  Spain  in  union  with 
German  firms  and  with  the  privilege  of  using  their  patents.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  Spanish  market  is  capaWe  of  absorbing  a  large 
quantity  of  American  dyes  and  colors  if  transportation  facilities  are 
available  and  prices  could.be  made  acceptable.  The  quotations  for 
dyes  in  Spain  have  been  in  the  past  largely  governed  by  those  of 
foreign  markets,  especially  of  Paris. 

[A  list  ot  Arms  In  Barcelona  who  use  wholesale  quantitiee  of  dyes  and  colors 
may  be  obtained  fi-oni  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cotumei'ce  or  Its 
Uistrict  and  cooperative  o(Qces  b;  referring  to  file  No.  102567.] 

8WITZEBXANI). 

[Vice  CoDsut  FrsQk  Bobr,  Zurlcb,  Apr.  22.1 

Swiss  dyestuff  consumers  have  always  been  greatly  interested  in 
dyestuffs  of  high  concentration,  excellent  quality,  and  reasonable 
price.  The  origin  of  the  article  in  general  does  not  matter  if  the 
quality  fulfills  the  requirements  in  every  respect.  Preference  is  always 
given  to  the  cheaper  product,  provided  the  quality  is  equally  good 
and  renders  the  same  services,  but  if  it  should  be  still  superior  or  offer 
(rtiier  advantages,  the  prospects  of  a  successful  competition  will 
greatly  increase.  Therefore,  if  American  dyestuff  manufacturers 
are  able  to  supply  Svriss  dyers  with  first-class  dyes,  the  quality  of 
which  is  in  no  way  inferior  to  that  of  competing  dyes,  and  if  they 
can  place  these  on  the  market  at  prices  that  will  correspond  with 
the  owisE  prices,  bnednees  conditions  seem  to  indicate  that  there  would 
be  a  possibility  of  creating  a  permanent  demand  for  and  a  con- 
sumption of  American  dyestuffs  m  Switzerland. 

New  dves  of  heretofore  unknown  qualifications  would  undoubtedly 
attract  the  consumer's  attention  first,  but  also  dyes  already  known 
to  the  trade  and  commonly  in  use  will  receive  consideration  if  they 
are  able  to  compet«  in  price. 
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Competition  with  Oennan  Market— Xlddlenutn  Troflts. 

The  Swiss  business  man  is  rather  conservative,  and,  unless  he  can 
be  assured  by  a<;tual  factsof  what  might  be  called  a  profitable  busi- 
ness transaction,  no  obligations  of  any  kind  would  induce  him  to 
sever  old  connections  simply  to  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity 
that  may  be  offered. 

Of  course,  American  dyestuff  manufacturers  should  never  lose 
sight  of  the  fact  tliat,  especially  in  their  line,  the  German  competition 
on  the  Swiss  market  is  powerful  and  that  it  had  taken  on  such 
dimensions  before  the  war  that  even  the  domestic  industry  waa 
hardly  able  to  secure  a  small  percentage  of  the  Swiss  trade.  How- 
ever, positive  assurance  may  be  given  to  Americans  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  dyes  and  dyestuli's  that  there  exists  absolutely  no 
prejudice  against  the  use  of  their  products  in  this  country,  and,  as 
already  stated,  the  quality  and  the  price  are  the  most  important 
considerations. 

In  no  case  could  Swiss  consumers  be  interested  in  American  dyes 
if  the  price  is  increased  by  the  profits  of  middlemen.  In  order  to 
avoid  such-increase  it  is  of  great  importance  that  business  transac- 
tions in  this  line  should,  wherever  possible,  be  conducted  between  the 
manufacturer  and  the  consumer  direct,  or  at  least  between  tlie  manu- 
facturer's agent  in  Switzerland  and  the  consumer,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  dyes  from  passing  through  the  bands  of  a  number  of  middlemen 
before  they  reach  their  final  consumers. 
Other  Coudltlona  ASectlnK  American  Trade. 

American  manufacturers  also  must  endeavor  to  adapt  themselves  to 
the  customary  market  conditions  prevailing  in  this  country,  especially 
with  regard  to  credit  terms,  discounts,  and  other  particular  require- 
ments of  each  individual  customer.  Circular  letters  and  catalogues 
printed  in  tlie  English  language,  with  price  quotations  in  United 
States  currency,  for  goods  delivered  f.  o.  b.  factory  or  American  sea- 
port, weights  in  pounds,  etc.,  will  probably  receive  little  or  no  atten- 
tion by  Swiss  importers  and  consumers  after  the  war.  To-day  condi- 
tions are  entirely  different,  as  most  of  the  former  sources  of  supply 
are  shut  off  and  Switzerland  is  compelled  to  buy  wherever  she  can, 
but  when  the  war  is  over  an  even  greater  and  more  intensive  struggle 
for  business  among  the  competitors  will  again  begin,  and  at  that  time 
American  manufacturers  should  be  ready  and  should  have  made  the 
proper  connections  with  this  market. 

French  and  German  are  the  principal  languages  spoken  in  Swit- 
zerland, and  correspondence  should,  if  possible,  be  conducted  in  one 
or  the  other.  The  fact  that  prices  should  be  quoted  in  Swiss  francs, 
weights  given  in  kilos  and  grams,  etc.,  may  seem  immaterial  details, 
and  yet  they  are  sufficiently  important  and  should  receive  careful 
consideration  in  the  preparation  of  offers  to  Swiss  firms. 

It  may  be  of  further  interest  to  American  dyestuff  manufacturers 
to  know  that  the  supplying  of  American  half-finislied  products  for* 
the  manufacture  of  dyes  here  would  also  be  of  great  interest  and  of' 
great  importance  to  Swiss  concerns  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
dy^  and  dyestuffs.       -'-    . 
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SFA3IISH-A1EERICAN  WOOL  ASSOCIATION. 
An  association  has  been  formed  in  Spain  under  the  nama  oi  In- 
dnstrial  Lanera  Hispano-Americana  with  a  capital  oi  3^00,000  pese- 
tas (normal  value  of  peseta  =  16.3  cents).  This  company  proposes 
to  engage  in  the  exploitation  of  wool  and  woolens  in  Aigcntiaa.  The 
leader  in  this  enterprise  is  said  by  "La  Prensa"  {Buenos  Aires)  of 
April  28,  1918,  to  be  Jose  Llaberas,  who  some  time  ago  visited  Ar- 
gentina. The  president  of  the  board  is  Mr.  Jose  Guix  and  the  mana- 
ger is  Mr.  Pedro  Fontana,  who  has  arrived  in  Buenos  Aires  in  ad- 
vance of  machinery  now  on  the  way. 


P&OFOSALS  FOB  GOTEBHMENT  SITPFLIES  AKS   COHSTBITCTIOH. 

[Correapondeacs  ihonld  b 

■-'- ■ nmsllT  be  ■ 

HI  perlonned 

nL  Qmj  bIkh ,. , , 

nine  lor  fnlure  lupplles  or  work  of  a  slmniic 

Bnun  and  pole*.  No.  5326.^Sciile<l  proposal^  will  be  received  at  the  offline  of 
Ute  MlsElssIppl  River  Commlsfilon,  first  and  second  districts,  customliouse, 
Mempbia,  Tean.,  until  July  31,  1818,  for  furnishing  about  60,0W  cords  of 
brusli  and  poles. 

Bianket*,  No.  5327. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  office  of  tho 
Superintendent  of  Prlsona,  Department  of  Jnatlce,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  Angust  IS,  1918,  for  fumlAhlng  and  delivering  at  the  Uldted  States 
Penitentiary,  AUanta,  Ga.,  1,200  blankets. 

Medical  depot  aitppHcs,  No.  5328.— Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
medical  enpply  depot,  628  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  July 
26,  1918,  for  furnishing  in  equal  gnimtltlea  to  be  delivered  each  month  from 
July  to  December,  1918,  inclusive,  500,000  cartons  of  liard  bread  and  204,480 
cans  of  concentrated  lye. 

Grooerfu,  No.  5829.— Sealed  proposals  wHl  be  received  at  the  field  medical 
snpidy  d^pot.  United  States  Amy,  WashlngtoD,  D.  0.,  nntU  July  27,  1918, 
for  fnmtahlng  and  delivering  cocoa,  cotFee,  hard  bread,  black  pepper.  Bait, 
and  tea. 

Eot-vxUer  w*'*"*.  No.  5330.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Super- 
intendent Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Jersey  Avenue  SB.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  July  24, 1918,  for  furnlHhinE  material,  labor,  and  equip- 
ment necessary  to  Install  a  hot-water  storage  system. 

Utiioai  depot  tuppUe*,  No.  5331. — Sealed  pn^waala  will  be  received  at  the 
field  medical  enpply  depot.  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  0.,  nntii 
July  24,  1918,  for  fornlshing  and  delivering  ointment  boxes,  staffs  for 
flags,  lamps  for  flashlights,  spirit  lamps,  neei^lcs,  litmus  blue  and  red 
paper,  fire  extingulshere,  ranors,  razor  strops,  tape  measures,  and  coarse 
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FOREiaK  TRADE  OPPOHTUHITIES. 

Reacrred  addresses  mtj  be  obtained  from  the  BareBB  and  Its  iXtmtrlet  nat  eoopent- 
Ilv«  officcn.  Kpqueitt  tor  eacti  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a.  sepsrite  abeet  and  iitiite 
opnOTtnnltr  nnmbrr.  The  Bnrean  noeB  Dot  turntsti  credit  retlDKS  or  asanme 
reKponslblllty  as  to  the  staodla;;  of  furfli^  Inquirers;  tbe  usual  nrecantlODS  should  he 
taken  lu  nil  rasea.  Sj-mbola :  •  Rep  or  (oil  by  Amerleaa  coneular  oiUcers ;  f  Ueportecl  by 
commercial  atcach^a  and  commercial  asenta ;  t  Direct  Ingulrlea  received  by  the  BDraau. 
In  conslderlnff  thr  fullowlns  "  opportoBltlri  "  sprclal  TtKitrd  ahonld  Iw 

Imd  to  th«  laira  nod  resiilBtlouB  go-wmlaK  npori  llcenaea  and  tradlav 
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^teusllB 27207 

Leather 27207 

Linings 27202 

Machinery . 27201 

27201. t— The  sanltaiy  department  of  n  city  In  Argentina  ts  desirous  of  receiv- 
ing bids  for  tie  coastructlon  of  sulphuric  add  plant  for  supplying  chemlcat 
for  the  water-treating  plants  of  the  Nation.  Blda  will  be  received  until 
November  8,  1S18,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  Further  information  in  regard  to  tbe 
local  conditions,  cost  of  laiwr.  material,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to 
tile  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  The  form  of  contract  will  l>e  based  on  the 
speclflcntlons,  which  may  be  examined  at  tlie  above-mentioned  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  40057.) 

27202.t — Tiie  exclusive  representatives  In  the  United  States  of  a  commlBsion 
niei'chant  In  Holland  are  desirous  of  receiving  samples,  quotationa,  price 
lists,  and  catalogues  for  nfter-tlie-war  trade  of  the  following  articles: 
Llnlugs,  buttons  of  all  kinds,  snap  fasteners,  cotton  sewing  thread  ou 
spools,  mending  wool  on  cards,  elastic  for  dlffereot  purposes,  ready-made 
garters  and  braces,  and  complete  outfits  and  metal  parts  separate,  toilet 
soap  retailing  In  the  United  States  for  about  6  or  10  cents  a  piece  and 
cheaper  grades,  laundry  powder  or  washing  compounds,  talcum  powders  in 
fancy  metal  boxes,  best  quality  rubber  tires  and  tabes  for  bicycles,  round 
and  square  wire  nails,  straw  baling  wire,  and  ail  kinds  of  factory  require- 
ments, such  as  beltings,  packings,  asbestos  thread,  fat  or  grease,  talc, 
graphite,  cotton  pollshlnfi:  cloth,  antifriction-bearing  metal,  all  kinds  of 
machine  oil  for  light  and  heavy  machinery,  and  other  products.  Quotations 
should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  Now  York.  Payment  will  be  made  by  cash  against 
shipping  documents.    Reference. 

27203.* — A.  man  In  South  Africa  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  quntatlons 
from  American  manufacturers  and  e:cporters  of  woolens,  worsteds,  polo 
Hninfs,  canvas,  indigo  serge,  cream  and  colored  garberdlne,  Italian  cloth, 
and  boots  and  shoes.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Beference; 

27204.*— An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  man  in  Spain  for  the  sale  of  paints  and  pig- 
ments. Payment  will  be  made  upon  delivery  of  shipping  documents  at 
destination.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 

27205. t— The  United  States  branch  of  a  trading  association  In  Holland  destrea 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  table  glassware,  window  glass, 
earthenware,  leather  belts  for  machinery,  paper,  artificial  roofing  material. 
In  tbe  Dutch  East  Indies.  A  representative  of  the  association  expects  to 
leave  for  tlie  Dutch  East  Indies  In  tlie  near  future.  Will  open  credit  for 
payment  against  documents.    Reference. 

27206.* — An  agency  la  desired  by  a  man  in  Prance  for  the  sale  of  cotton  doth. 
GorresiMndence  should  be  In  French.    References. 

27207.* — A  man  In  Algeria  desires  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  edibles  of 
all  kinds,  such  as  canned  vegetables,  fruits,  meats,  etc.;  also  leather.  In- 
dustrial oils,  nails,  hammers,  saws,  hatchets,  spades,  rakes,  kitchen  utensils, 
tinware,  etc.  Payment  will  be  made  against  documents.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English.    Eeferences. 
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'•    °        BUTISH  BESTEICTIONS  ON  TTSE  OF  GOLD  LACE. 

A  cablegram  from  Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner  at  London, 
Kngland,  states  that  frbm  and  after  July  9  no  person  may  place  gold 
lace,  gold  embroidery,  or  gold  thread  on  any  garment  not  a  portion 
of  the  uniform  of  the  army,  navy,  or  mercantile  marine. 


CBOP  CONDITIONS  AND  FBOSFECTS  IN  THE  NETHERLANDS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabln,  Amsterdam,  June  24.1 

A  summarized  compilation  of  the  official  reports  of  agricultural 
correspondents  up  to  June  14  is  just  published. 

Crops  have  been  injured  or  retarded  in  all  parts  of  the  country  by 
the  lack  of  rain,  though  the  high  sandy  tracts  suffered  the  most. 
During  May  and  the  first  part  of  June  the  rainfall  in  the  country 
.as  a  whole  was  only  50  per  cent  of  normal,  though  in  the  eastern 
Provinces  the  amount  was  from  60  to  70  per  cent.  Severe  frosts 
occurred  the  first  week  of  June  in  the  northensterly  Provinces,  killing 
beans  and  injuring  potatoes  and  other  vegetables.  But,  taking  crops 
as  a  whole  throughout  the  country,  tins  is  not  a  serious  matter. 

The  drought  has  been  bad  for  oats,  from  which  poor  straw  and 
ffrain  are  threatened.  Nearly  everything  else  is  more  or  less  affected, 
though  in  some  cases  it  is  believed  that  nothing  worse  than  retarda- 
tion will  result.  Low-lying  meadows  intersected  by  many  little 
canals  were  only  slightly  injured  by  the  drought,  but  on  the  sandy 
grounds  the  hay  crop  will  be  deficient.  Considerable  damage  has 
been  done'Ao  various  kmds  of  vegetation  by  insects,  whose  ravages 
might  have  been  restricted  or  entirely  prevented  by  more  rain, 

"Wiater  wheat,  on  the  whole,  is  fairly  good.  In  Friesland  some 
was  frozen,  but  in  North  Holland,  Overysscl,  and  other  Provinces 
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it  is  from  good  to  very  good.  Winter  rye  and  barley  are  dmilar,  on 
the  whole. 

Summer  wheat  is  good  in  some  Provincea,  medium  in  others,  and 
somewhat  below  good  altogether.    ■ 

Summer  barley  is  rather  good  to  good,  on  the  whole. 

Vegetables  in  general  are  fairly  good. 

The  following  tabic  gives  in  figures  the  condition  of  varions  crops 
on  or  about  June  14.  It  is  explained  that  100  means  excellent,  90 
very  good,  70  good,  CO  rather  good,  50  medium,  40  rather  bad,  30 
bad,  and  10  a  failure ;  67  is  an  average  crop. 


Crop. 

Condlllon 

Crop, 

Comntlon. 

Crop. 

CtoMiat. 

W.S 

tr'.g 
67,  T 

SB.3 

«a.o 

Chlcorr 

Hummor  bartoy 

The  condition  of  the  winter  wheat  on  April  20  was  represented  by 
the  figure  72;  winter  rye,  70;  winter  barley,  67;  caraway  seed,  70; 
red  plover,  70 ;  white  clover,  70 ;  pastures,  85 ;  and  hay  lands,  85. 

Though  the  figure  for  hay  lands  as  given  in  the  foregoing  table 
indicates  less  than  an  average  crop,  Hic  latest  report  from  the  prin- 
cipal haying  section  of  this  district  ik  to  the  effect  that  the  quality  of 
the  crop  now  being  gathered  is  very  pood.  An  considerable  rain  has 
fallen  since  June  14  and  as  every  day  just  now  there  is  a  mingling  of 
rain  and  sunshine  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  figures  for  hay  and 
other  crops  may  be  increased  in  the  next  report. 


VENEZUELAN  BUDGET  FOR  CTTRRENT  TEAS. 


The  budget  of  the  Venezuelan  Government  for  the  fiscal  year'  to 
end  June  ;S0,  11)10,  has  been  voted  as  follows  (sums  converted  t6 
American  currency  at  normal  exchange  of  $0,193  to  bolivar) : 


.„.™» 
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Dci»rtn»Dl  ol  Public  InstnieUon;;;!! 

8, 029,  BOO 

.-■^ss 

A  constant  and  successful  attempt  is  being  made  to  reduce  the  pro- 
portion of  the  entire  revenue  that  is  obtaine<l  from  imp<*t  duties  on 
merchandise.  It  is  not  expected  that  revenues  will  Muial  expoidi- 
tures,  but  as  the  Government  has  a  large  surplns  in  the  Ti^asocy  this 
is  not  even  considered  desirable. 
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PBOFOSES  lUUIQSATION  LAW  IK  PBBTT, 
.   [CoouDerda]  AttacM  Wm.  P.  HontaTon,  Lima,  Juds  T.] 

A'n  immigration  bill  recently  passed  both  houses  of  the  Fcruvkn 
Congress,  this  bill  being  intended  to  protect  society  against  the 
abuses  prevailing  under  the  present  customs.  "  El  Comercio,"  of 
Lima,  in  its  issue  of  June  6,  contains  the  text  of  the  proposed  law, 
vhich  provides  that  no  foreigners  deficient  mentally,  morally,  or 
physically  will  be  admitted  into  Peru,  T!ie  executive  power  will 
regulate  the  control  of  the  admission  and  the  exclusion  of  foreigners 
and  will  issue  detailed  instructions  to  the  maritime  or  border  autliori- 
ties  charged  with  the  duty  of  examining  applicants  for  admission. 
Any  foreigner  who  is  refused  admission  may  make  a  verbal  or  writ- 
ten application  to  a  higher  authority  in  the  maritime  or  frontier 
court,  and  this  application  will  be  immediately  transmitted  to  a 
board  competed  of  a  judge,  a  municipal  official,  and  a  port  official, 
which  will  give  a  hearing  and  render  a  decision  within  48  hours. 

The  expense  of  the  process  of  exclusion  and  return  of  the  foreigner 
shall  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  party  conducting  it,  provided 
the  objection  to  entry  is  manifest.  Foreigners  entering  the  territory 
through  fraud  in  violation  of  law  may  be  expelled.  Any  order  for 
the  expulsion  of  foreigners  may  be  issued  only  in  a  council  of  minis- 
ters with  a  statement  of  reasons.  Foreigners  will  be  allowed  3  to  15 
days  to  leave  the  territory,  and  if  they  fail  to  leave  within  this  period 
they  will  be  expelled  by  the  police  authorities. 

It  is  believed  that  this  bill  will  soon  become  a  law,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  approved  by  both  the  Senate  and  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies. 

'  SUGHT  FALLING  OFF  TS  TRADE  FOR  1918. 

American  foreign  trade  fell  off  slightly  in  the  fiscal  year  1918,  the 
total  being  $8^74,000,000,  compared  with  $8,949,000,000  in  191T, 
according  to  figures  just  made  public  by  the  Bureau  of  li'oreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce. 

The  imports  for  1918  show  an  increase  of  $287,000,000,  reaching  a 
total  of  $2,946,000,000.  Exports,  however,  show  a  decrease  of 
$362,000,000,  the  total  for  1918  being  $.»,928,000,000,  as  cpmpared  with 
$6,290,000,000  in  1917.  The  excess  of  exports  over  imports  amounted 
to  $2,982,000,000  in  1918,  against  $3,631,000,000  in  1917. 

Exports  and  imports  both  show  a  falling  off  for  June,  1918,  as 
compared  with  May  and  April.  Imports  totaled  $260,000,000,  as  com- 
pared with  $323,000,000  in  May,  while  exports  amounted  to  $485,- 
000,000,  as  a^inst  $551,000,000  in  May. 

a  Iipports  of  gold  during  the  fiscal  year  amounted  to  only  $124,- 
OOOpOO,  as  compared  with  $977,000,000  in  1917,  while  exports  were 
valued  at  $191,000,000,  compared  with  $292,000,000  in  1917. 

Silver  imports  amounted  to  $70,000,000  in  1918,  against  $35,000,000 
in  1917,  and  silver  exports  increased  from  $78,000,000  in  1917  to 
$139;000,000'in  1918. 


.Goo»^lc 
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SCOTCH  IBSV  ASO  SKEL  ABS  XTmBEE  XBASE. 

IOmimU  J,  ml  HcOibb,  ata^aw,  Tom  M.] 

AH  the  steel  plants  in  &«  West  of  ScoUsnd  are  in  fnU  openiiicai. 
A  coDsido^ble  qnsntity  of  Bhell  liar  is  being  tamed  out,  wfaidi, 
with  the  local  requirements  of  plates  and  sections,  absorbs  almasfc  tin 
entire  prodncti(m.  A  strong  deinand  exists  for  steel  sbe^s  for  CioT- 
emment  account,  and  manufactarers  are  fully  booked  up  -wiUi 
orders. 

Malleable-irtm  makers  have  all  the  orders  on  band  that  tb«f  can 
coDvenieDtly  deal  with  at  present.  In  fact,  all  steel  and  iron  de- 
partments are  busy  with  Govemment  order&  Delireries  of  ^g 
iron  continne  in  arrears  and  a  strong  local  demand  exists  for  hona- 
tites,  of  which  there  appears  to  be  a  great  scarcity,  and  ihet  same  may 
be  said  of  the  ordinal^  cnialities  ot  pig  in»,  except  pertiaps  in  a 
lesser  degree.  Owing  to  tne  difGcolty  in  oumection  with  the  rate  of 
exchange,  the  export  trade  with  Italy  is  moch  hindered,  while  siap- 
ments  to  France  are  reported  heaty. 
Supplies  of  Locftl  rimbcT. 

For  some  time  the  timber  trade  of  the  West  of  Scotland  has  been 
oUiged  to  look  more  and  more  for  material  of  native  prodacUiHt  to 
^pply  the  requirements  of  the  various  wood-consuming  industries, 
all  of  which  are  actively  ^nployed. 

The  supplies  of  home  timbers  of  all  desctiptitms  offered  on  the 
market,  though  surprisingly  large,  are  not  yet  equal  to  the  demand. 
As  the  greater  proportion  of  the  iKHne-grown  wood  is  not  yet  thor- 
oughly seasoned,  dissatisfaction  is  likely  to  arise  from  its  use  in 
that  condition. 

I'ermits  are  not  now  issued  to  ship  <»  private  account,  consequently 
tlie  Government  is  practically  in  control  of  every  shipment  from 
abroad.     Some  sales  of  furniture  woods  from  stock  have  taken  place. 

Teak  continues  in  demand  and  sales  in  planks  for  forward  ^lip- 
ment  have  recently  been  closed,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  momneait 
to  speak  of  in  imported  softwoods. 


CAFSTIC  SOUA  nrSUSTRY  FBOFOSEB  FOB  BBAZH. 

(Vlc«  Connwl  Eiebanl  P.  M<»ng«ik,  Bio  de  Jaoelro,  June  &.] 
Tlie  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Commerce  recently 
inadc  public  the  expert  opinions  concerning  the  differait  methods 
of  manufacturing  caustic  soda,  which  have  been  presented  to  him,  at 
his  rcqnest,  by  (he  following  scientific  men  in  this  coontry:  Prot 
Henrique  Moi'ize, industrial  enpineer,  Polytechnical  School ;  Dr.Mario 
Saraivft,  director  of  the  Ohenucal  Institute;  Dr.  T.  H.  Lee,  mineralo- 
gist. Department  of  Agriculture,  Indasfcry,  and  Cwnmerce:  ft-. 
Alfredo  A.  de  Andrade,  professor  at  the  Nati«M»al  Muswuiio ;  "Prof . 
Daniel  Henninger.  Of  the  three  processes  for  manufactnring  caustic 
soda,  niimely,  the  Leblanc,  the  Solvay,  and  the  electrolytic,  the  last 
is  unanimously  recommended  by  these  experts  as  hwik  the  most 
advantageous  because  of  its  simplicity  of  installation  aiTd  economy 
of  operation  and  becanse  it  yields  two  by-prodncts  of  gmA  cODi- 
mcrcial  importance — chlorine,  which  is  of  fundamental  necessity  ia 
the  textile  industry,  and  hydrochloric  acid.  ^- 
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AHEBICAN  COTTON  SEED  AND  COTTONSEED  FRODTJCTS. 

A  preliminary  report  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the 
Census  gives  the  quantity  of  cotton  seed  received  at  mills  iu  the 
United  States  from  August  1,  1917,  to  June  30,  1918,  as  4,231,477 
tons.  These  figures  do  not  include  33,927  tons  on  hand  at  the  mill 
on  August  1  nor  196,994  tons  reshipped.  There  were  4,210,10:i  tons 
of  cotton  seed  crushed  during  the  same  period.  The  amount  on 
hand  at  the  mills  on  June  30  was  55,302  tons. 

The  amount  of  cottonseed  products  manufactured,  shipped  out,  and 
on  hand  is  given  in  the  following  table: 


Item. 

On  hand 

Aug.L 

S 

Shipped  out 

ODhsnd 
Jtinc3U, 

SSa"n..::::::::::::::::::::::rX'?: 

-l.^,477,3S2 

se^Dis 

'is 

8.207 

1.298, 7K.S1S 

''■'"'iiii 

1,M«,4CC.B02 

«12,.Wl,B.-« 

2,093,  Ml 

'■Si 

4e,2» 

ffnns do... 

Motei,g™tbot»,Mids»»plngB do.... 

12,850 

luB   eatsljl 
>C  lard   BUl 


•  iQtludCB  2.921.GO0  and  2.7oT,43(»  pounds  bMd  liy  rpflnlnR  and  luanufopluriiiB  pslnli- 
IlshmtDtB  and  3.ST1.7O0  and  18.042,131  pounds  In  trBDKlt  tu  rcBnvre  aud  cuDHiimurH 
Aogiuit  1  nod  JuciG  30.  rei't:ei!tlve]7 

■InclDdea   15i200.42a  and   0.308,))TS   poDndi   bcld   by   rpflnera.   brokers.   ngpntH.   and 

■WBrehouncioen    at    places   oiher   Ihan    rennerles    and   manuf- ■■■—'■"-    ■■■■■'•"-' •■■    — ' 

8.B51,44S  and   I2.(e2.401   pounds  In   traD-ilt  to   manufartu 
marnrlDC,  Hoap.  etc.,  AugDBt  1  and  June  30,  rpspe(.'tlve]>. 

•  Produced  (rom  1.291,081,931  pouDd«  of  etude  oU. 

Imports  of  cottonseed  oil  from  August  1,  1917,  to  June  30,  1918, 
amounted  to  14,114,792  pounds.  Exports  of  cottonseed  product's  dur- 
ing the  period  consisted  of  93,577,337  pounds  of  oil,  19,043  tons  of 
cake  and  meal,  and  171,002  running  bales  of  linters. 


PERSIAN  aaAIN  CHOPS. 

[CoDsul  natpb  II.  Bad«r,  Teheran,  Uaf  l-I 
Reports  received  from  all  parts  of  Persia  indicate  that  this  year's 
yield  of  the  grain  crops  {wheat  and  barley)  will  be  far  above  the 
average.  There  was  considerable  snowfall  during  the  winter,  and 
farmers  say  that  recent  showers  have  made  a  good  yield  certain. 
It  is  also  reported  that  damage  by  insects  has  been  far  less  than 
usual. 

Iiast  year's  harvest  was  not  more  than  60  per  cent  of  a  normal 
yield,  which,  together  with  the  pre-sence  of  foreign  troops,  luck  of 
transport  facilities,  and  hoarding,  accounts  for  the  present  food 
shortage. 

BBinSH  FIBH  TO  DEVELOP  BBAZILIAN  IRON  DEPOSITS. 

[Vice  Consul  Richard  P.   Momsen,   Rio  de  Janeiro,   Brazil,   Ua;  Sl-I 

Accordiiig  to  newspaper  report,  the  British  firm  of  Armstrong  & 
yickers  has  presented  to  the  Brazilian  Government  important  pro- 
posals for  the  exploitation  of  iron  deposits,  the  manufacture  of  iron 
and  ste^  products  of  all  kinds,  the  erection  of  dry  docks,  and  the 
development  of  related  industries.  /  -  i 
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OFFERS  FOK  ATT£&-THE-WAfi  TOHFAGE. 

(CDmDwrd&l  Aeeot  Nonnui  !•.  Aadenon,  Copenbigai,  Dcmdork,  Jane  1S.I 

Noiges  Handeis  og  Si0fartstideDde  (Norwegian  Trade  and  Ship- 
ping Journal)  states  that  a  German  firm  of  brokers  recently  sent  tne 
following  offer  to  Norwegian  shipowners : 

For  some  Jipecial  friends  who  are  absolutely  first  class  I  want  some  neutral 
boats  of  any  size  on  time  charter  for  long  periods,  as  much  as  four  jears  after 
the  v.-ar,  tbe  charterers  being  willing  to  pay  for  prompt  steamers  22s.  (^ijtS) 
per  ton  per  montb.  Tlie  owner  will  be  free  from  all  eipenaea  and  insarance 
premiums,  n  German  captain  and  tbe  crew  to  be  bired  by  tbe  cbarterer. 

Several  neutral  boats  tiave  already  been  cbartered  on  these  couditious,  and  I 
will  be  glad  to  receive  by  return  mail  information  about  the  tonnage  you  are 
willing  to  offer,  with  particulars  and  plons. 

The  Journal  takes  a  decided  stand  against  this  practice,  which,  as 
far  as  the  captains  are  concerned,  is  also  against  Norwegian  law.  The 
paper  thinks  that  the  provisions  about  a  Oerman  captain  and  crow 
are  perhaps  due  to  a  desire  to  obtain  employment  for  German  sail- 
ors as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  this  class  of  workers  shall  not  de- 
crease before  flie  ships  lost  during  the  war  can  be  replaced. 
Views  of  Tournal  on  Time  Ctaaiters. 

The  paper  makes  a  few  other  remarks  which  may  be  of  interest  and 
value  in  a  general  way.  It  says  that  there  are  offers  on  the  market 
from  other  »idc8  for  after  the  war  and  without  odious  conditions,  and 
that  good  freights  are  offered.  "  When  there  is  no  douht  that  tiie 
charterer  is  absolutely  reliable,  so  that  no  risks  are  run  in  case  freight 
rates  fall,  there  can  he  no  objection  to  accepting  snch  offers,  if  it  is 
not  considered  preferable  to  take  a  chance  on  the  open  market." 
However — 

Eyes  can  not  be  closed  to  the  fact  that  a  time  cbni-fcr  for  a  foo-lengtby  period 
after  the  war  would  ilcprive  owners  of  tlie  riglit  of  disposing  of  slilps  at  a 
time  when  they  will  still  probably  be  a  rare  comujodit.v  in  (jreat  domnnd.  This 
mode  of  cliartering  Is  a  greater  inmbte  tban  (inie  cbarter  generally.  Costly 
eicperiments  :i;ive  1)ceu  mode  with  regard  to  timo-cbartered  l)onta  during  the 
advancing  freieht  market  caused  by  tbe  war,  but  this  does  not  prove,  as  It 
seems  to  do,  tbat  this  form  of  chartering  is  objectionable.  In  a  failing  market 
a  long  charter  witii  a  safe  charterer  is  quite  a  good  asset,  but  there  is  every 
reason  to  be  careful  before  binding  one's  ships  for  a  long  peri4>d  under  tbe 
present  conditions :  the  freight  must  l>e  good,  the  charterer  sound,  and  the  con- 
ditions absolutely  first  class. 

Special  care  must  be  taken  with  regard  to  expenses.  An  experi- 
enced broker  has  stated  that  he  would  advise  owners  to  make  the 
condition  that  any  increase  in  expenses  is  to  be  carried  by  the  char- 
terer. "This  is  good  advice,  and  it  may  be  followed,"  savs  Norges 
Handeis  og  Sj0fartstidende,  "  since  it  is  the  owner  who  at  the  present 
time  dictates  conditions." 


Increased  Freight  Rates  an  Italian  State  Sailwajm, 

Consul  General  David  F,  Wilber,  of  Genoa,  repoi-ts  an  advance  in 
freight  rates  on  the  Italian  State  Railways,  effective  for  internal 
traffic  on  June  16  and  for  international  traffic  at  a  date  to  be  fixed 
later.  The  new  tariff  applies  to  shipments  by  fost  freight,  accelfcjad 
dow  frwght,  and  ordinary  alow  freight,  and  also  to  the  conveyance  of 
.baggage.  Wp 
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TBAHWAT  IBANSFORTATION  IN  LEEDS. 

-■      [ConHol  Perciral  QuBatt,  I«edi,  Englaod,  June  25.] 

The  report  of  the  Leeds  City  Tramways  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
March  31  lost,  indicates  a  very  satisfactory  year's  working,  the  grosa 
profit  being  $1,326,550,  a  gain  of  $85,980  over  the  previous  year. 

Receipts  amounted  to  $2,854,840,  an  increase  on  the  previous  year 
of  $344,670.  The  earnings  per  car  mile  averaged  $0.2948,  compared 
with  $0.2562  for  the  previous  year.  The  working  expenses  amounted 
to  $1,528,290  or  $0,157  per  car  mile,  an  increase  of  $258,690  on  the 
year  1916-17,  this  being  attributable  mainly  to  increases  in  wagea 
which,  coupled  with  advances  in  the  prices  of  materials  iised,  amounted 
approximately  to  $209,000.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted 
that  the  war  bonuses  paid  to  employees  at  the  present  time  amount 
to  about  $438,000  a  year.  Traffic  expenses  exceeded  the  previous 
year's  figures  by  $136,440;  of  which  sum,  $77,965  represents  the  in- 
'crease  in  wages  paid  to  motormen  and  conductors. 

In  all,  9,.M7,670  car  miles  were  run  during  the  year  within  the 
Iieeds  area.  The  number  of  passengers  carried  during  the  year  was 
124.519,119,  as  against  112,151,883  for  the  previous  year,  an  increase 
of  12,367,236,  or  11.027  per  cent,  and  the  average  fare  paid  per 
passenger  worked  out  at  $0,022.  Car  fares  in  I^eds  are  charged 
at  the  rate  of  $0.01  per  stage.  It  is  calculated  that  in  the  year  each 
member  of  the  population  served  traveled  on  the  cars  an  average 
of  230  times,  as  against  207  last  year,  and  paid  in  fares  an  average 
sum  of  $5.17  against  $4.54  last  year. 
Pew  Seriovi  Accidents — Increase  of  Farei, 

There  have  been  few  serious  accidents,  and  only  in  eight  cases  have 
payments  of  compensation  amounting  to  over  $500  been  made,  al- 
though more  than  600  claims  were  investigated  and  dealt  with  dur- 
ing the  year.  There  were  10  fatal  accidents,  all  of  a  purely  acci- 
dental nature. 

On  account  of  the  increase  of  population  in  Leeds,  duo  to  the  war, 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  place  in  a  surface  car  at  the  close  of 
business  hoars,  sometimes  necessitating  waits  of  half  an  hour  or 
more  on  the  streets,  commencing  this  month  tramcar  fares  in  the 
Ijeeds  district  were  increased  50  per  cent,  the  object  being  to  reduce 
the  number  of  passengers  while  at  the  same  time  securing  a  higher 
revenue.  That  result  lias,  on  the  showing  of  the  first  week,  been 
fully  achieved.  Fares  have  realized  an  increase  per  day  of  approxi- 
mately $1,210,  whilst  the  number  of  passengers  carried  has  decreased 
by  10  to  12^  per  cent.  One  very  significant  effect  of  the  i-ecent 
change  has  been  the  rush  for  workmen's  fares,  which  were  to  some 
extent  reduced.  The  workman's  $0.04  fare,  for  instance,  became 
$0.03.  To  an  amazing  extent  the  number  of  passengers  availing 
themselves  of  worlonen's  fares  have  almost  doubled. 


SWEDISH  CONTSOL  OF  WASTE  FAPES. 


Consul  General  Albert  Halstoad  reports  from  Stockholm  that  the 
Swedish  Government  will  hereafter  control  all  paper  waste,  probably 
for  spinning  into  i  '  ...-.-■ 

much  was  s"  ' 


ling  into  yarn  and  weaving  into  paper  cloth.    Heretoioye 
s  shipped  to  Germany  for  the  same  purpose.         -  ^^'^ 
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ELECTEIC  POWER  FOB  KOTOB  TEHIGLES  IN  SOUTH  AEBIOA. 

[Vli*  Consul  Chatlea  J.  Plsar,  Cape  Town,  Apr.  30.) 

Inquiries  made  in  the  principal  cities  of  South  Africa  (Cape  Town, 
Port  Elizabeth,  East  London,  Durban,  Johannesburg)  indicate  that 
no  restrictions  have  been  placed  on  the  use  of  electric  energy  for 
charging  the  batteries  of  motor  vehicles  save  as  to  hours  of  using  the 
current.  In  some  cities  certain  regulations  providing  for  a  higher 
charge  per  unit  of  current  taken  during  so-called  "peak  load" 
perio<Is  are  in  force;  in  others  no  energy  at  all  is  available  for  vehicles 
during  such  periods. 

In  the  city  of  Cape  Town  no  restrictions  are  imposed  regarding  the 
use  of  electrical  current  for  propelling  vehicles  during  any  part  of 
the  day,  providing,  always,  that  the  cables  supplying  the  particular 
aiea  where  such  energ}'  is  used  are  sufiiciently  large  to  carry  the 
quantity  demanded.  The  charge  per  unit  of  energy  for  such  purpose 
is  1  penny  (2  cents)  between  the  hours  of  11  p.  m.  and  8  a.  m.,  and 
2i  pence  (5  cents)  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Energy  is  also  sup- 
plied at  special  rates  where  the  consiuner  guarantees  to  use  100,000  or 
more  units  per  annum.  Such  rates,  however,  depend  on  the  quantity 
guaranteed  and  the  conditions  under  which  the  energy  is  taken. 
Conditions  at  Port  Elliabctb  asd  East  Xondon,  Cape  Ftovince. 

In  Port  Elizabeth.  Cape  Province,  it  appears  that  the  municipal 
electric  power  plant  is  capable  of  producing  more  energy  than  is 
needed  for  the  local  detnand.  consequently  there  is  no  restriction 

Elnced  on  the  use  of  current  for  battery  charging.    Consul  John  W. 
lye  submits  a  letter  from  the  manager  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  munici- 
pal plant,  in  which  the  latter  says : 

At  the  bci;liinlng  of  ]ni4  n  lari;e  scheme  of  extcuslous.  iDvolving  tlie  doubling 
of  the  plant  niid  a  complete  tliree-phiiae  hleli-teiisioa  tiystem,  was  agreied  upon 
nnd  nil  the  onlors  were  iilnceJ  wry  shortly  afler  the  oullirak  of  war.  The 
whole  of  the  i)luiit  was  deliverptl  nnd  ereoted  In  fnlrly  quick  time  with  the  ex- 
oeplion  of  two  1 ,000-kllowfttt  iniliu-Hllernntors,  the  lii'St  of  which  was  per- 
ninuently  roiiijilekHl  aud  put  to  \s'')rk  In  July  of  last  year,  while  the  second 
l,0(H>-kI1owatt  nincbine  was  coniplett^  and  net  to  work  lu  the  flnl  week  lu 
.Tnnnary  of  this  yeiir.  From  this  you  will  see  that  wo  are  fn  nii  admirable 
position  to  deal  with  lK>th  larK*"  aud  small  propositions,  nnd  onr  principal 
trouble  Is  now  that,  while  we  have  the  power  available,  our  would-be  cus- 
lomera  And  great  difficulty  in  ohtaiulng  the  necessary  motorH,  both  direct 
current  and  three  phase. 

I  would  like  11,  therefore,  to  he  known  throuKh  (he  medium  of  your  con- 
Rulatc  among  the  commercial  comniunliy  of  America  that  any  firms  desiring 
power  In  this  town  can  tie  accommodated,  provided  only  that  they  can  supply  the 
motors  or  other  apparatus  they  require  for  their  business. 

r  sliould  Ije  only  too  glad  to  sec  some  electric  trucks  put  Inlo  service  in  this 

town  as  (he  only  one  at  present  Is  our  B — (ruck,  which  has  given  remark- 

ahly  good  sprvieo. 

Almost  similar  conditions  obtain  at  East  London,  Cape  Province. 
Consular  Agent  G.  C.  Starkey  writes  that  the  city  electrical  cn^- 
neer  there  informed  him  that  the  municipal  plant  has  sufficient 
power  available  to  render  unnecessary  the  placing  of  atiy  restrictions 
on  the  use  of  energy,  whether  it  be  for  charging  batteries  or  for 
other  purpose.  He  states  further  that  the  municipality  is  doing  all  it 
can  to  extend  the  use  of  electric  vehicle.';  in  that  city,  and  it  is 'prob- 
able that  at  an  early  date  a  charging  rate  of  1  penny  per  unit  during 
off-peak  hours  will  be  brought  into  force.  >|c 
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H«  Carrent  DotIbk  "Peak"  Hooii  at  7oli&iixesbiirK,  Tnmiraal. 

Somewhat  different  conditions  prevail  at  Jolianuesburg,  of  which 
Consul  Samuel  W,  Honaker  reports  as  follows : 

While  It  is  true  that  power  plants  have  tM>en  hamlicapiwd  hy  tlie  Inability 
to  obtain  much -needed  material.  It  does  not  appear  thut  there  is  any  embargo 
whatsoever  with  regard  to  charging  electric  trucks.  Owing  to  war  condltioas, 
the  Jobannesburg  municipality  had  to  Issue  recently  i  notice  to  ttie  effect  that 
it  is  Impossible  to  add  further  loads  to  the  mains  during  "  peak  "  ijcriods. 
This  is  approximately  between  5  p.  m.  and  11  p.  ni.  At  other  times  power  for 
electric  vehidcB  Is  available.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  South  African  (ieneml 
EHectiic  Oo.*9  garage  In  this  city  furnishes  a  regular  charging  service,  the 
power  for  which  is  taken  froai  the  municipal  mulns. 

At  the  present  time  the  Joliai>>iesbiirg  municipality  is  supplying  electricity 
for  charging  accuuiulators  of  electric  vehicles  at  the  rate  of  1  penny  (2  cents) 
per  utUt.  However,  a  resolution  of  March  2,  1915,  provides  for  a  reduction  to 
8  farthings  (1)  cents)  per  unit  In  the  event  the  consumption  should  warrant 
the  decrease  In  price,  but  as  yet  this  has  not  been  the  case. 

As  Johannesburg  Is  the  center  of  the  mining  Industry,  small  towns  are  to 
be  found  to  the  cnst  and  west.  Four  of  the  to4vn3  to  the  west  have  their 
own  power  plants^  which  are  in  a  poaition  to  supply  current.  Koodepoort, 
nliich  is  the  farthest  of  these  towns,  anil  uuly  20  miles  distant  from  Ji^iannes- 
burg,  pos-sesses  a  plant  which  has  sufficient  facilities  to  afford  current  at  prac- 
tically all  hours  at  the  present  time.  The  town  engineer  states  that  the  rate 
to  be  charged  wonld  depend  to  a  great  extent  on  the  number  of  vehicles  to 
be  dealt  with,  but  tliat  io  ttie  meantime  ponei'  can  be  fnmished  at  the  existing 
rates,  which  arc  3  pence  ((!  cenls)  iier  unit  for  the  first  100  units,  2i  pence 
(G  cents)  per  unit  for  the  second  100  units,  and  2  pence  (4  cents)  for  the  next 
1,000  units,  and  onwards  at  1*  pence  (3  cents)  per  unit. 
Area  Supplied  by  Victoria  Go. — Tehicles  ia  Use. 

With  the  exception  of  Bunonl  and  Brakpan,  the  five  mining  towns  to  the 
wert  of  Jolianncshiirc  are  supjillod  with  electricity  by  the  Victoria  Falls  & 
Transvaal  I'ower  Co.  (Ltd.).  TTiis  Is  by  far  the  largest  power  and  lighting  com- 
pany in  South  Africa,  and  up<iu  Its  four  large  stations  some  of  the  principal 
mines  and  reef  towns  of  the  Witwatersraud  area  are  dependent  for  light  and 

It  is  authoritatively  stated  by  the  manager  of  the  Victoria  Falls  &  Trans- 
vaal Power  Co.  (Ltd.)  that  his  company  is  prepareii  to  fnmish  at  present  all  of 
the  electricity  that  may  be  needed  to  charge  the  butterlew  of  vehicles,  provided 
too  ftreat  a  deuiami  Is  not  made  during  the  "  itenl; "  jierioil.  As  tills  Is  during 
the  clay,  and  as  the  heaviest  load  esiKTlenceU  by  the  Johannesburg  power 
plant  is  In  the  e\'ealng,  the  question  of  supplyini;  the  charging  ne^ls  of 
commercial  vehicles  would  not  prove  trcuhicwouie  uni^r  present  conditions. 

The  general  post  oftlce  has  10  electric  vehicles,  which  are  used  principally  to 
collect  the  mails.  No  ditHculty  has  been  experienced  by  this  department  in 
obtaining  electric  current  to  charge  batteries.  There  has  also  been  some 
endeavor  made  to  Install  electric  \-eliicles  upon  a  lai^er  scale  In  the  different 
pubUc-sen'icc  d^iartmcnts,  but  the  high  prices  have  milltnted  a^inst  this. 
Willie  it  is  fecogniaed  by  the  nionicipal  council  that  tliere  are  appreciable  econ- 
omies In  the  use  of  electric  vehicles,  the  extra  capital  exiienditure  has  been  con- 
sidered too  great  in  comparison  with  the  i>ctrol -driven  velikfcs. 
Ro  Preient  Restrictions  at  DaTlian,  Katal. 

Although  it  appears  that  because  of  lack  of  power-plant  capacity 
certain  limitations  on  the  use  of  electrical  energj'  may  oe  imposed  at 
Durban,  Natal,  in  the  near  future,  no  restrictions  are  in  force  there 
at  the  present  time.  Consul  W.  W,  Masterson  writes  that  in  response 
to  an  inqiyfy  instituted  at  Durban  ho  received  a  letter  from  the 
borough  electrical  engine<?r,  who  states : 

I  lUD  pleased  to  Inform  you  t^at  though  tliia  corporation  may  shortly  be  com- 
pelled to  tnnbe  some  restrictions  of  supply  of  electricity,  owing  to  sliortage  of 
plant,  the  8t«p  has  not  yet  been  taken.  In  any  case,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
cfaargliig  of  electric-vehicle  batteries  will  be  affected,  as  we  do  this  work  throat^ 
the  night  when  there  Is  power  to  spare  and  likely  to  be  for  some  time. 
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POSITION  OF  UNITES  STATES  IN  AUSTRALIAN  TRADE. 
What  is  called  "competitive  merchandise"  forms  from  70  to  60 

Eer  cent  of  Australia's  gross  imports.  This  term  is  applied  to  those 
nes  that  compete  in  the  southern  commonwealth  with  goods  from 
the  United  Kingdom.  Timber,  bags  and  sacks,  oils,  tea,  tobacco, 
sugar,  fertilizers,  rice,  fruit,  vegetables,  and  other  articles  noncom- 
petitive with  British  trade  are  omitted  from  the  calculations. 

In  the  fiscal  year  191G-17  the  United  States  slightly  increased  its 
share  of  this  "  competitive  "  trade,  supplying  20.26  per  cent  of  Aus- 
tralia's puichases  of  such  goods  as  contrasted  with  19.06  per  cent  in 
1915-16,  15.2  per  cent  in  1914-15,  11.8  per  cent  in  the  calendar  year 
1913,  and  11.76  per  cent  in  1912.  The  value  of  these  imports  was 
$58,0r.6,5Gl,  against  $51,559,560  in  1915-16,  $36,158,922  in  1914-15, 
$34^674,518  in  1913,  and  $35,037,189  in  1912. 
Belatlve  Shares  of  DlffereiLt  Countries. 

These  figures  give  to  the  United  States '  second  rank  among  the 
countries  participating  in  Australia's  "competitive"  import  trade, 
the  United  Kingdom  occupying  first  place.  Germany,  which  at  one 
time  contributed  about  the  sanie  amount  of  such  merchandise  as  the 
TJnited  States,  is,  of  course,  now  eliminated;  its  place  is  being  taken 
to  some  extent  by  Japan. 

The  value  of  Australia's  "competitive"  trade  for  the  past  five 
years  and  its  division  among  the  leading  countries  are  shown  below: 
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Ctdtl  Artlelei  aid  Oonntriei  of  Orlcrln. 

The  chief  articles  that  make  up  Austrnlia's  "compptitive"  tnide 
are  metals,  t^ilee,  apparel,  paper  (these  four  classes  form  nearly 
70  per  cent  of  the  United  States  total  in  lftl6-17) ;  jewelry,  time- 
pieces, fancy  goods,  etc ;  spirits,  foodstuffs,  leather  and  leather  goods, 
ruU>er  goods,  ammunition  and  explosives,  chemicals,  paints  and 
Tarnishes,  unmanufactured  vegetables  substances,  surgical  and  scien- 
tific inetruments,  and  nonalcoholic  bevcra^s.  The  distribution  of 
the  trade  among  the  United  Kingdom,  British  possessions,  the  United 
States,  and  Japan  during  the  fiscal  year  1916-17  is  shown  in  the 
following  table: 
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CONSinOH  OF  JAPAN'S  CAKFHOB  HTDUSTBY. 

[Eiccrpt  from   Japan  Gazette  of  May   10,   trnnsinllted   by   Consul   General   George   H. 
Scldn^DK^  Yokobama.] 

Tlie  Chugai  Shogyo  says  the  manufactnre  of  camphor  in  Japan 
■proper  and  Formosa  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31 
amounted  to  8,090,000  kin  (1  kin=1.32  pounds),  of  which  7,850,000 
tin  were  sold  by  the  camphor  monopoly  office.  The  latter  figures 
show  a  decrease  of  3,780,000  Mn,  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
fiscal  year.  The  monopoly  office  has  received  many  orders  from 
Europe  and  America,  but  is.  unable  to  execute  them  all  because  of  the 

f rowing  demand  for  camphor  on  the  domestic  market.  Of  7,850,000 
in  sold  by  the  monopoly  office,  3,240,000  kin  were  supplied  to  cam- 
phor manuracturing  ccHnpanies,  630,000  kin  to  celluloid  companies, 
while  260,000  kin  were  placed  on  the  market.  The  remairder,  3,720,- 
OOO  kin,  has  been  shipped  abroad.  The  authorities  are  now  encourag- 
ing the  export  of  manufactured  goods,  and  preventing  the  shipment 
of  camphor  as  far  as  possible. 
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PSOFOSES  GSADT  EIEVAIOBS  FOS  SOUTH  AIHICA. 
[Vice  Consul  Cbailes  I.  Plear,  Cap«  Towd,  Mb;  28.] 

In  view  of  the  ever  increasing  export  trade  in  corn,  com  meal, 
oats,  barley,  and  rye  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  the  Union  Par- 
liament, in  its  recent  session,  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate 
and  report  on  the  desirability  and  feasibility  of  constructing  a  sys- 
tem of  grain  elevators  at  suitable  points  along  the  railways  and  at 
the  various  shipping  ports. 

Although  this  committee,  which  is  now  taking  evidence  from 
farmers  and  other  interested  people  throughout  the  Union,  has,  so 
far,  made  no  official  announcement  of  its  investigations,  it  is  gener- 
ally understood  that  a  system  of  elevators  is  welcomed  by  the  farm- 
ers, who  are  lending  their  whole-hearted  support  to  the  proposed 
measure. 

Over  10,500,000  bushels  of  cereals  were  handled  for  export  in 
South  Africa  during  the  year  1917.  This  amount  included  8,000,000 
bushels  of  com,  the  ejcports  of  which  have  more  than  doubled  during 
the  last  six  years.  Exports  of  corn  meal  amounted  to  1,500,000 
bushels,  while  oats,  barley,  and  r^e  totaled  approximately  1,185,000 
bushels.  South  Africa  still  continues  to  be  an  importer  of  wheat, 
its  (otal  receipts  in  1917  amounting  to  2,586,000  bushels.  These 
imports,  however,  have  been  greatly  diminisliing  in  volume  during 
recent  years. 

Practically  all  this  grain,  together  with  that  used  for  domestic 
consumption,  is  handled  in  bags.  While  awaiting  shipment  at  in- 
terior stations  and  at  the  ports,  it  is,  for  want  of  adequate  storage 
facilities,  stacked  in  huge  piles  in  the  open  and  covered  with  tar- 
paulins. This  method,  with  the  high  cost  of  bags  and  the  numerous 
handling  charges  involved,  has  proved  an  expensive  operation,  as 
well  as  retarding  the  moTCment  of  cereals. 
Capacity  of  Elevators — Catalogne*  Desired, 

The  system  now  under  consideration  would  consist  of  elevators  of 
1,000  to  10,000  tons  capacity  at  interior  stations,  and  of  20,000  to 
50,000  tons  capacity  at  the  shipping  porta.  Such  a  system  would 
greatly  benefit  the  farmers,  as  well  as  facilitate  the  movement  of 
this  commodity. 

Whether  the  elevators  proposed  will  be  State  owned,  or  whether 
private  enterprise  or  cooperative  societies  will  be  encouraged  to 
undertake  the  construction  and  operation  of  same,  depends  entirely 
on  the  committee's  investigations  and  recommendations. 

In  view  of  a  possible  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  the  machinery 
and  installations  necessary  in  equipping  tliis  system  of  proposed  ele- 
vators, it  is  requested  that  interested  American  manufacturers  send 
their  catalogues  to  this  consulate  general  to  be  placed  on  file  in  the 
commercial  information  bureau  attaclied  thereto,  to  which  possible 
inquiries  may  be  referred.  Eeports  from  grain-elevator  companies 
and  from  cooperative  grain-elevator  societies  are  also  desired- 


'  High  Prices  for  Swedish  Honei  for  Germany.        "  '^'  ^ 

Germans  purchased  at  Vasteras,  Sweden,  June  19,  126  horses  for 
export  to  Germany,  at  prices  ranging  from  2,400  crowns  ($643)  to 
8,300  crowns  ($884).  I  > 
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BECEHT  TAFAHESE  FOBEIOV  TKASK  STATISTICS. 

Official  Japanese  figures  recently  issued  eive  the  value  of  the  for- 
eiga trade  of  that  country  for  the  month  of  May,  1918,  as  34:i,832,287 
yei,  compared  with  220,207,956  yen  for  the  same  month  last  year. 
The  normal  exchange  value  of  the  yen  is  $0,498.  The  irnde  for  the 
first  five  months  of  this  year  increased  to  1,450,316,699  yen  from  957,- 
668^114  yen  for  the  Bame  period  in  1917. 

The  imports  increased  from  74,315,221  yen  for  May,  1917,  to  144,- 
225,852  yen  for  the  same  month  this  year,  and  from  363,289,933  yen 
for  the  first  five  months  of  1917  to  697,384,746  yen  for  the  correspond- 
ing period  this  year.  The  imports  by  classes  with  their  value  are 
g;iv«i  in  t^e  following  table: 
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Exports  from  }apaii. 

The  Japanese  exports  for  May  were  valued  at  198,606,435  yen,  com- 
pared with  145,892,735  yen  for  the  same  month  in  1917,  and  for  the 
five  months  ended  May  31  to  752,931,953  yen,  against  594,378,181  yen 
for  the  same  period  in  1917.  The  export  trade  Dy  classes  was  as  fol- 
lows; 
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Tlie  imports  of  gold  decreased  from  a  value  of  49,166,085  yen  for 
May,  1917,  to  7,584  yen  for  the  same  month  in  1918,  and  from  116,- 
151,861  yen  for  the  firsit  five  months  of  1917  to  356,585  yen  for  the 
corresponding  period  in  1918.  There  was  no  gold  exported  during 
the  1918  period,  while  shipments  to  the  value  of  20,855,355  yen  were 
made  for  the  month  of  May,  1817,  and  43,365,259  yen  for  the  first 
fire  months  of  that  year. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Taiwan  (Formosa)  for  the  first  five  months 
of  1918  was  valued  at  27.783,272  yen,  an  increase  of  108,019  yen  over 
the  corresponding  period  in  1917.  The  imports  increased  from 
7,947,066  ven  to  13,998,121  yen,  while  the  exports  decreased  from 
19,728,187  yen  to  13,785,151  yen,  Tlie  imports  into  Chosen  (Korea) 
also  increased  from  11,725,223  yon  for  the  first  five  months  in  1917 
to  15^54,757  yen  in  1918,  while  tlie  exports  decreased  from  a  valuo 
of  6,542,199  yen  to  5,171,814  yen. 


HAKTFACTTTRE  OF  SPIKITS  FORBIDDEN  IN  SWEDEN. 

[CoDunrrclnl  AgcnC  Norman  L.  AndorEon,  CopcDhneen.  Denmark.) 

It  seems  that  there  will  be  a  shortage  of  spirits  in  Sweden  after 
October  1  this  year.  All  spirit  manufacture  has  been  forbidden  dur- 
ing the  last  years  of  the  war,  it  being  necessary  to  use  all  potatoes  and 
grain  for  f<K)d.  When  tlie  rationing  period  expires  October  1  only  a 
small  reserve  quantity  will  be  left,  and  the  wine  merchants  and  res- 
taurtiots  wtlJt  have  to  depend  on  import.  Some  qiinntitics  of  brandy 
purchased  f^  Swedish  account  are  still  lying  in  foreign  ports. 


0  biiT,clieBp,  convenient,  a  real  investment — War  Saving  Btampi. 

Goo<^lc 
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P£OFOSALS  FOR  OOVEEIWENT   SUPPLIES  AND   CONSTETTCTION. 

.  ICarreBpanclPDC?  sboiili]  be  direct  with  tbe  offlces  named,  and  Bpeclfli«tlonB  and  other 
InCormatloa  can  usually  bi-  oblalnod  at  tbc  points  wbete  the  goods  are  to  be  deliTered  oc 
the  work  in  to  be  pprfopmed.      In  eaaes  where  tbc  time  limit  la  loo  short  to  permit  flrms 
to  submit  tendiTs.  they  sbnuld  aak  lo  be  placed  on  the  malUag  lIsU  ot  HDch  offlccB  to  re- 
ceive DotlceB  calllne  Cor  future  suppllos  or  work  of  a  similar  nature,] 
^'oodcmcarc.   No.   5332. — Seolcd   proposols  wdl  bfl  received  nt  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot.  I'niteil  States  Army,  628  Grceuwlch  Street,  New  Tork,  N.  T., 
until  July  ^-  1918,  for  furnishlnc  and  delivering  in  equal  quantities  each 
month  from  July  to  December,  1018,  Inclusive,  50,000  comiiion  cliairs.  40.000 
extension  crutrliea,  C,0(!0  potato  mesliers.  630.  rolllBR  pins,  5,520  tj-pewritec 
tables,  90,400  Led  trays  with  legs,  and  36,000  butler  trays. 

Buildinp  conttntrtion.  No.  5333. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Ynrils  nnd  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Waslilngton,  D.  C,  until 
August  12,  1018.  for  a  one-story  wood  frame  recehlng  building  24  by  88 
feet  with  shingle  roof,  ventilating,  electric  lighflog,  and  plunibling  systems 
complete,  and  three  radio  masts,  at  the  naval  air  station,  Miami.  Fla, 
Refer  to  specifications  No.  3163. 

Bo»pilal  avppUeii,  No.  5334. — Sealed  proposals  wlH  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washlnglon,  D.  C,  until  July  29,  1918, 
for  furnishing  and  delivering  eye  shades,  head  mirrors,  chloroform  inhalers, 
ear  speculas.  rectal  specutas,  wire-gauze  splints,  stethoscopes,  clinical  ther- 
mometei's,  tongue  depressors,  and  folding  operating  tables.  Uefer  to 
circular  No.  840. 

Medical  Depot  supplies.  No.  5335. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  628  Greenwich  Street.  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  until  July  31,  1018.  for  furnishing  and  delivering  in  equal 
quantities  each  month  from  July  to  December,  1918,  Inclusive,  the  follow- 
ing: 8.000  yellow  chamois  skins,  535,000  feet  of  man  Ha  clothes  line,  184,000 
black  silk-covered  eye  shades,  41,000  yards  of  white  oilcloth,  and  631,000 
pairs  of  slippers. 

Glassware  and  tricks.  No.  5336.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  028  Greenwich  Street,  New 
I'ork,  N.  Y.,  until  July  29,  1918,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  In  equal 
quantltloa,  to  be  delivered  each  month  from  July  to  December,  1918,  in- 
clusive. glasB-sloppered  flint-glass  bottles,  chimneys  for  hand  lamps,  chim- 
neys for  stand  lamps,  medicine  glasses,  medium  12-inch  by  20-iuch  mirrora, 
glass  salt  shakers  Jind  |ie|ii>er  shakers,  ground-bottom  glass  tumblers,  wicks 
for  hand  laiuiis,  and  wicks  for  stand  lamps. 


■  A  list  of  firms  engaged  in  the  production  of  building  materials  in 
'Argentina  can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No. 

97487.  

OFFICi:S  OF  THE  BTTBEAIJ  OF  FOBSIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COUMERCE. 


DISTBttT  OFnCES. 
KE1T  lORK:    134  CitlDmhame. 
BOSTON:  ISOl  Cutlimhogir. 
CHICieOl  £04  Ftderal  Bnlldlas. 
ST.  LOUIS:  40S  ThiTd  NatlDBil  Biak  DbIMIbi. 
tIBW  OBLElNSi  10!0  niberaU  Biak  BbIIiUbi. 
81N  FBINCISCO:  807  Oitlonhauft. 
eGlTTLii  648  Heori  Ba^ldlaf. 


COOFEBITITB  OFFICES. 
CLETEI.AND:  Chmaber  «[  CoDKnca. 
CINaSKATl!  CkiDbFt  ot  CoBmeru. 
CT.ICINNlTIi  flfseral  FrFl^lit  mat,  BoaUan 

Balloar.  90  lafilti  Bulldlas. 
LOS  iKGEI.ES:  CkamlKt  sf  Ommtttt. 
rBILlPELrniA :  Cliiiab<r  at,  Commern, 
CHlTTANOOOAi  SddIIi  iBitrtua  l(tiit,  Boalk- 

(m  Billniij  Sjitcsi. 
POBTLiND,  OBEfi.:  CliiiBbtt  of  CoMMcna, 
DAITO:<:  Otuler  Dajloa  iMO«latlo>. 
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SFABI8H  EZPOBT  SUTIDS  AlH)  EMBABGOES. 

[Consul  General  Hurst,  Barcelona,  July  SI.] 

The  Spnnish  Government  by  royal  order  has  placed  an  export  duty 
of  10  pesetas  ($1.93  par  vaJue)  per  100  kilos  (2-20.46  pounds)  on  com- 
mon soap,  effective  from  July  22,  1918.  The  same  order  prohibits 
the  exportation  of  horses  and  mules,  to  be  in  force  from  July  23,  and 
allows  exporters  of  sweetmeats  to  forward  from  July  1  to  December 
31  the  same  quantity  permitted  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  1917. 


SIX  U0HTH8'  EZF0BT8  FEOH  LONDON  TO  TTNITES  STATES. 

IConsal  Qeneral  Bobert  P.  Btilnner,  London,  England,  July  2.] 

The  aggregate  of  declared  exports  from  London  to  the  United 
States  for  the  six  months  ended  June,  1918,  totaled  only  $35,233,326, 
compared  with  $88,348,502  for  the  same  period  in  1917,  a  decrease  of 
$53,115,176.  The  principal  articles  invoiced  with  their  value  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1917  and  1918  follow : 


AMidea. 

as;. 

June,  leiS. 
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IZT^,. 

/ST.& 

B1,flII,SS0 
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Declared  exports  in  the  month  of  June,  1918,  fell  to  the  low  aggre- 
gate of  $3,261,785,  as  against  $9,58B,591  in  1917,  totals  which  were  the 
fewest  of  any  month  in  both  years  up  to  the  end  of  the  respective 
half  years.  The  falling  off  for  the  month  in  this  year  is  due,  of 
course,  to  the  regulations  affecting  imports  into  the  United  States. 
Of  the  aggregate,  precious  stones  accounted  for  $893,712,  compared 
with  $2,051,917  in  May;  tin,  for  $322,523  against  $473,845;  furs, 
$208,157  against  $926,952 ;  rubber,  $154,751  against  $971,099 ;  and  art, 
$23,811  against  $113,858,  In  respect  to  furs  the  month  of  June 
miw~ia  805    Ic 
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usually  shows  a  dfcline,  and  the  value  this  year  coinpareil  not  un- 
favorably with  that  of  $210,033  in  19iT. 

For  the  thicc  months  April  to  June,  1917,  the  value  reached 
$43,493,24i  and  declined  to  $18,494,SG2  tliia  year,  but  was  in  excess 
of  the  aggrejrate  for  the  fii'iit  three  montlis,  which  reached  only 
$16,72S.4(i4. 

NEW  EEGULATIONS  FOE  BRITISH  COTTON  INDUSTBT. 

(Coiuul  Boui  £.  Iloladar.  Mudipster,  Ko^Dd,  Jnjy  2.] 

Xew  regulations  hate  ju^t  been  issued  by  the  cottou-ooittrol  bojird 

with  reference  to  (lovemment  work  in  the  cotton  indiistir.    Spincing 

tirms  engaged  on  American  and  mixed  cotton  may  obtain  license  to 

run  as  from  July  8. 1918,  in  accordance  with  the  following  scale: 

WorHoE 
GorennDFot  vork.  rilvate  voit:.  boors. 

Fi-olu  30  to  4r>  i<er  rent 20  percent  40 

From  45  to  SO  per  cent 17pct(Tnt  45i 

From  TiO  (o  CO  i>er  wnt ID  per  cent  '<0 

Sixty  per  cent  aud  upwards 15  iiorccut_  tioS 

The  conditions  under  which  maimfactiirers  can  mn  extra  looms 
nr  work  increased  hours  are  unchanged.  The  increased  rates  of  levy 
are  to  bo  paid  by  niills  rumiing  50  or  5r>J  hours,  but  not  by  those  run- 
ning 40  or  45|  hours. 

By  arrangement  with  the  control  hoard  the  War  DeiJartment  (Cot- 
ton Textiles  Office)  will  certifj-  (la.'is  .\  prioritj[  certificates  presented 
by  its  contractors  requiring  spinners  to  give  priority  over  all  private 
trade  to  orders  needed  to  fulfill  War  Office  contracts. 

All  firms,  whether  spinners  (n-  utaTuifacturers,  who  apply  for 
licenses  to  work  extra  hours  or  maciiiiiciy  on  account  of  Government 
work  must  apply  to  the  control  board  by  the  Tuesdiiy  in  tlie  week 
preceding  that  for  which  the  application  is  made.  This,  however, 
does  not  apply  in  cases  where  licenses  have  aire»dy  been  granted, 
unless  it  is  desired  to  vary  the  license. 

Returns  have  to  I>e  sent  to  the  control  board  of  the  amount  of  ma- 
chinery engaged  on  Government  and  privatt  work,  and  the  actual 
weight  produced  for  Go\-emmcnt  purposes. 

IHFOBT  PKOHIBmOKS  INTO  THE  LEEWABS  ISL&NBS. 

The  British  Embassy  has  sent  an  announcement,  under  date  of 
July  10,  that  the  following  commodities  arc  prohibited  to  be  im- 
ported into  the  Leeward  Klands  hy  steamer  clearing  for  Antigua 
f ram  July  1, 1918,  except  under  license  from  the  Colonial  Secretary : 
Arms  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds;  carriages;  carts;  wagons  of  all 
kinds,  including  bicycles;  tricycles,  chinaware;  porcelain;  clocks; 
confectionery;  jams,  jellies;  doore;  sashes;  blinds;  earthenware;  pot- 
tery; furniture;  glass;  glassware  of  all  kinds;  jewelry;  motor  cars; 
motor  bicycles  of  all  kinds,  but  excluding  PatagcHiite  motor  plows 
and  trucks  for  agricultural  purposes;  musical  instruments,  including 
phonographs;  gramophones;  perftunery;  perfume<l  spirits;  plate; 
plated  ware;  silk  manufactures;  q>arkling  wine;  liqueui-s;  toys; 
games  of  all  kinds;  traveling  bag8;,valjse8;  ti^unks;  baskets  of  «^1 
kinds. 

{A  Klioilar  list  oC  prohibited  Imports  Cor  Irlnidad  and  Tobago  waa  pabUsbed 
lu  CoJiMEncE  Kemrts  for  July  22.]  ~    Hltjlc 
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TELEPHONE  STSTEHS  DT  BRAZIL 

[vice  CoDsul  Blebard  P.  UomseD,  Bio  de  Jaaelco,  Mnj  SB.] 


The  Companhia  Telephonica,  which  is  a  subsidiary  of  the  Sio  de 
Janeiro  Tramway,  Light  &  Power  Co.,  on  May  27, 1918,  opened  to  the 
public  certain  important  lines  which  have  been  under  construction  for 
some  time.  This  new  service  gives  telephone  communication  be- 
tween Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Sao  Paulo,  Santos,  and  many  other  cities 
of  the  States  of  Eio  de  Janeiro  and  Sao  Paulo.  A  schedule  of  toil 
rates  has  been  established,  ranging  from  1  milreis  ($0.25  American 
currency)  to  the  nearest  city  to  8  milreis  ($2)  for  communication 
with  Santos  or  Sao  Paulo  for  S-minute  conversations,  plus  about 
one-third  the  initial  rate  for  each  extra  minute.  This  company  now 
maintains  connections  with  over  200  cities  in  this  part  of  Brazil. 

A  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
gives  the  following  data  on  teleplione  service  in  Brazil  for  the  early 
part,  of  1917  (kilometer=0.62  mile) : 


Slates. 

Tele- 

phoms. 

•7&" 

ff£k 

IS"' 

'Z78 
13,Ke 

Kilo- 

""is 

'S97 

97,500 

XX 

i'm 

'398 

yimbtr. 

"■SS 

Kilo- 
mttm. 

»,"60 

Figures  are  not  available  for  the  States  of  Espirito  Santo,  Goyaz, 
and  Kio  Grande  do  Xort«,  or  the  Acre  Territory,  where  it  is  probable 
that  the  number  of  telephones  is  negligible. 

Compared  with  a  total  of  15,203  telephones  in  1907,  this  statistic 
shows  an  increase  of  about  275  per  cent  in  the  last  decade. 


HfSTJSTSIAL  PBOFAGAKSA  IN  ECUADOR. 

[Commeidal  Attach*  William  F.  MontaTon,  Lima,  Peru,  Jnne  l.J 
An  editorial  in  a  recent  ia;ue  of  "El  Telcgrafo"  of  Guayaquil 
emphasizes  the  importance  of  developing  domestic  industries  in 
Ecuador.  It  points  out  that  the  difficulties  experienced  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe  in  obtaining  the  usual  supplies  of  food- 
stuffs from  the  United  States  have  resulted  in  an  increased  production 
of  cereals.  From  July  1,  1917,  to  February  16,  1918,  the  shipments 
of  flour  from  Ecuadorean  wheat  centers  amounted  to  11,050  quintales, 
or  an  average  of  1,500  quintales  per  month.  The  largest  amounts 
were  produced  in  Cajabamba,  Ambato,  Tambillo,  and  Chimbacalle. 

It  IS  believed  that  the  production  of  wheat  can  be  stimulated  to  the 
point  of  supplying  the  domestic  needs,  and  it  is  even  hoped  that  con- 
siderable amounts  of  wheat  and  flour  may  be  produced  for  export. 
Other  branches  of  agriculture  are  also  receiving  more  attention  than 
jormerly,  and  new  interest  has  been  aroused  in  the  mining  industry. 
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SOUTH  AFBICAN  GKAIN  CROP. 
[Consul  Wllltam  ,W.  UasleTBOu,  Durban,  Natal,  Ua;  22.1 

The  month  of  May  in  South  Africa  corresponds  to  September  in 
the  United  States  so  far  as  tlie  maturity  of  the  maize  crop  is  con- 
cernetl.  Tlie  greater  portion  of  the  crop  has  about  reached  maturity, 
but  has  not  been  gathered;  in  fact,  a  jportion  is  still  in  an  imniat\ii'e 
state,  and  under  these  conditions  it  will  be  impossible  to  give  more 
than  estimates  of  this  season's  crop  at  tliia  time. 

In  tlie  production  of  grain  crops  (com,  nheat,  oats,  and  barley) 
Natal  stands  at  the  bottom  of  the  South  African  Provinces,  for  it 
raises  only  corn  and  the  yield  is  so  ^nall  in  comparison  with  the 
output  of  the  three  other  Provinces  that  if  Natal's  maize  crop  were 
an  entire  failure  it  would  make  but  a  few  points  difference  in  South 
Africa's  total  grain  yield  for  any  year. 
Tleld  Kay  Be  Little  Below  Hormol. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  throughout  this  whole  country  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  acreage  of  cereals  planted,  particularly 
corn,  of  15  to  25  per  cent,  but  owing  to  the  heavy  rainfall  throughout 
the  entire  fanning  district  since  June,  1917,  it  is  feared  that  the  crop 
of  cereals  for  this  year  may  be  below  that  of  average  years.  In  flie 
latter  part  of  March  the  Government  issued  a  corn-crop  estimate, 
which  indicated  that  in  the  Transvaal  (the  largest  maize-producing 
province  of  the  Union)  the  average  crop  growth  was  23  per  cent 
below  normal  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  July  19,  1918] ;  in  the 
Orange  Free  State,  18  par  cent  below;  in  Cape  Province,  18  per  cent 
below;  and  in  Jfafal,  29  per  cent  below. 

The  final  maize-crop  return  will  not  be  available  for  some  months 
yet.  A  great  deal  will  depend  on  bow  late  the  frosts  upcountry  have 
been  delayed,  and  how  much  the  rains  have  retarded  the  maturity 
of  the  crop ;  but  as  the  season  has  be«n  particularly  favorable  since 
the  issuance  of  the  March  estimate,  it  is  thought  that  the  com  crop 
will  likely  be  little  below  the  normal. 

The  total  annual  consumption  of  com  in  the  entire  counti-y 
amounts  to  about  7,500,000  muids  (200  pounds  to  the  muid),  and 
the  average  crop  for  some  few  years  back  has  been  around  about 
10,250,000  muids.  The  estimate  for  this  present  crop  earlier  in  the 
year,  taldng  into  consideration  the  increased  acreage,  was  about 
10,400,000  muids,  but  as  a  result  of  the  unfavorable  conditions  caused 
by  the  unprecedented  storms  the  crop  will  likely  be  100,000  to 
200,000  muids  short  of  this  estimate. 
Price  Ontlook  UnoertBln. 

Tlie  price,  outlook  for  the  com  crop  is  not  any  too  encouraging. 
Heretoiore  the  surplus  crop  found  a  ready  market  in  England,  but 
owing  to  the  decrease  in  shipping  accommodations  the  surplus  crop 
of  last  year  wa^  not  wholly  disposed  of,  some  being  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  producers  and  the  rest  at  the  different  seaports  awaiting 
transportation.  This  season,  with  the  shipping  more  limited  than 
last,  the  surplus  stock  over  and  above  what  is  consumed  in  South 
Africa  stands  a  poor  chance  to  leave  the  oountry  in  any  quitntity,    • 

A  conntry  worth  flghting  for  la  a  country  worth  Bavlngr  for.  Qnr  Tltrift 
Stamps,  ^it)0*^lc 
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TBASma  STOCKS  Aira  AFFER-THE-WAB  CONDITIONS. 

(Consul  B.  Haldeman  Dennlson,  BlrmlDgbam,  EoEland,  June  29-1 

A  special  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Chamber  of  Commerce 
has  prepared  a  memorandum  on  the  question  of  financial  risiis  at- 
tached to  the  holding  of  trading  stocks  after  the  war.  The  report 
states  that  while,  on  the  whole,  there  does  not  at  present  exist  a 
financial  inability  to  hold  trading  stocks,  such  inability  will  exist 
after  the  war  to  a  considerable  degree,  even  as  regards  the  restricted 
quantities  of  stocks  that  are  likely  to  be  obtainable.    Further: 

Tnklng  trnde  as  a  whole,  tliere  will  be  serloas  depression  nfter  the  war, 
owinK  to  many  factors  which  will  operate.  This  depression  will  he  grent,  Im- 
mediate, and  will  continue  for  a  long  period.  It  will  particularly  afCect  the 
luxury  trades.  Among  the  reasons  for  this  opinion  are ;  The  Governnient  will 
Immediately  cancel  the  munition  contracts;  there  will  be  a  considerable  sliortafre 
of  tonnage  and  a  serious  lack  of  railway  facilities,  owing  to  Inadequacy  of 
rolltug  Btotk,  etc. ;  much  dislocation  of  trade  and  industry  will  be  experienced 
dorlog  demobilization;  trade  organization,  which  was  procee<lfng,  will  neces- 
sarily be  delayed,  pending  the  settlement  of  satisfactory  relations  between 
employers  and  employed ;  and  niiich  time  will  be  occupied  by  works  and  fac- 
tories In  changing  over  from  tlie  production  of  munitions  of  war  to  the 
production  of  articles  of  peaceful  commerce. 
Committee's  Becoramendations. 

With  regard  to  remedies  or  palliatives,  the  committee  makes  the 
following  suggestions : 

A  certain  amount  of  control,  both  in  the  price  and  In  the  distribution  of 
materials  and  commodities,  will  be  be  <leHlnil>le  and  necessnry  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  but  this  should  be  withdrawn  nt  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Treasury  restrictions  on  the  l.ssue  of  new  capital  should  be  removeil.  Dividends 
Btaonld  not  t>e  limited.  Antidumping  legislation  should  be  enacted,  provldini; 
at  least  for  an  additional  customs  duty  equal  to  the  difference  between  the 
invoice  price  for  export  and  the  fair  home  market  value  In  the  exporting 
country.  A  certain  portion  of  the  esccs(*-proflts  duty  now  taken  by  the  Govern, 
ment  slioiild  be  placed  to  reserve  for  the  purchase  and  holding  of  trading 
stocks  after  ihe  war.  Repayment  of  excess  profits  in  recoupment  of  later  losses 
or  deficiencies  should  operate  over  a  period  of  at  least  four  years  instead  of 
two  years,  as  at  present. 

USH  FBOH  THE  HVLF  BEOIOK  SHIPPED  KOETH. 

Excellent  progress  has  been  made  in  the  cooperative  work  between 
the  Food  Administration,  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  in  shipping  fish  in  carload  lots  from  the  Gulf 
coast  to  Nashville,  Louisville,  and  Indianapolis.  The  first  car  reached 
Na-shville  on  June  5  in  excellent  condition  and  was  distributed  in  the 
three  centers  mentioned.  The  second  car  was  due  to  leave  the  Gulf 
coast  on  June  22,  for  Nashville  and  Louisville,  and  the  third  on 
June  27,  for  Indianapolis.  A  few  days  after  the  first  carload  had 
been  marketed  the  bureau's  representative  had  placed  orders  for 
nbout  37,000  pounds  of  fish,  and  now  estimates  that  these  centers  will 
he  able  to  handle  a  minimum  of  eight  carloads  monthly  from  the  Gulf 
region.  To  render  the  work  more  effective  in  this  and  other  regions 
which  may  later  develop,  arrangements  are  being  perfected  to  place 
a  demonstrator  in  the  field  to  teach  the  housewives  how  best  to  pre- 
pare th«i8pecie3  with''which  thtey  are  unacquainted. 


So  trouble  to  bay,  obcap,  coaTcnlent,  a  teal  Inveitment — War  Savljig  Stamp*. 
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AGEICULTUSAX  VOTES  FROH  SCOTIAXSr 

(CoDsu)  B.  Abcrt  JcdmeoD,  Dundee,  Jmui  26,] 
Satlsfaotory  Wool  Season — Potato  Crop- 

Tho  season  appears  to  have  been  decidedly  satisfactory  so  far  as 
the  wool  harvest  is  concerned.  Peculiarly  favorable  shearing  weather 
Tfas  experienced,  and  the  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the  wool  is 
much  longer  and  heavier  than  that  of  the  past  few  seasons. 

Farmers  are  keeping  a  careful  watch  just  now  on  their  potato 
crops,  which  appear  highly  promising,  although  the  ever-present 
danger  of  disease  can  not  be  overlooked.  Potatoes  in  many  cases  are 
being  grown  under  Government  supervision,  in  order  to  obtain  pure 
seed,  true  to  type,  for  ncjft  season's  planting.  Farmers  are  urged  to 
boil  all  diseased  potatoes  before  feeding  them  to  stock  and  to  bum 
all  Elalks,  instead  of  throwing  them  on  the  rubbish  heap,  as  seems  to 
have  been  the  practice  heretofoi-e.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  that 
potato  plants  should  be  liberally  sprayed,  for  although  this  will  not 
m  all  cases  prove  a  sure  prevention  to  disease,  it  is  considered  as  a 
safeguard  against  "  blight." 
Dairying:  Situations— Lessons  In  Farm  Bookkeeping. 

Dairying  does  not  appear  to  be  a  particularly  attractive  branch  of 
farming  just  at  pFesent,  yet  anything  like  an  extravagant  curtailing 
of  the  milk  suppl}'  would  be  frauglit  with  obvious  danger  to  the 
health  of  the  Nation.  The  increased  cost  of  labor,  cattle  foods,  and 
live  stock  have  largely  added  to  the  dairy-farmer-s'  difliculties,  and 
these  difficulties  are  in  danger  of  being  alarmingly  increased  during 
the  coming  winter. 

The  latest  method  of  levying  income  tax  having  brought  hune 
to  farmere  tlie  importance  of  the  subject  of  bookkeeping,  the  North 
of  Scotland  College  of  Agriculture  has  decided  to  appoint  a  lecturer 
in  bookkeeping,  while  small  and  large  farmers  are  to  be  advised  as  to 
the  suitability  of  books  for  the  systematic  keeping  of  tJieir  accounts. 
Hb7,  Wlieat,  and  Tnrnips. 

Hay  cutting  has  started  in  the  vicinity  of  Dundee  and  the  crop  is 
highly  satisfactory,  being  composed  of  a  large  admixture  of  clover. 

Autumn-sown  wheat  is  just  coming  in  the  ear.  and  if  favorable 
weather  holds  out  an  nbimdant  ci-op  is  expected. 

The  turnip  crop  is  said  to  be  little  short  of  a  complete  failure  as 
regards  healthy  sprouting,  more  especially  in  stiff  clay  soil,  and  sec- 
ond sowings  have  been  quite  generally  resorted  to.     The  crop  of 
swedes  will,  it  is  predicted,  prove  deficient. 
Applications  for  ITew  Holding;^ — Increased  Area  under  Cropi. 

The  board  of  agriculture  of  Scotland  recently  stated  that  it  had 
received  217  applicatiojis  for  new  holdings  and  47  for  enlargements 
during  the  year  1917,  an  important  numlwr  of  these  applications 
having  been  from  soldiers  and  sailors  now  on  active  service.  Since 
the  institution  of  Ihe  .email  land-owners'  scheme  in  1911,  580  ap- 
plicants for  new  holdings  and  408  for  enlargements  had  obtained 
entry,  while  444  other  cases  were  under  consideration. 

Dealing  with  the  increase  of  cultiyatpd  la/id  in  Scotland,  the 
board  pointed  out  that  by  .Tune  4,  last,  the  Scottish  fanners  nad  put 
under  the  plow  in  l'.)17,  5.5,560  acres  more  than  were  cultivated  in 
1916,  whei'eas  they  had  been  asked  for  an  increase  of  only  5O,O(jl0 
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acres.  The  prolongation  of  the  war  called  for  a  further  increase  for 
1918  of  300,000  acres,  which  represents  a  shrinkage  of  land  under 
rotation  grass  of  about  17J  per  cent,  and  under  permanent  grass  of  7^ 
per  cent.  The  board  appears  to  be  confident  that  this  figure  will  be 
closely  approximated  within  the  scheduled  time. 


ACTIVITIES  OF  BUBEAIT  OF  FISHEBIES'  VESSEL. 

A  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  says  that  the  steamer  Roose- 
velt has  rendered  very  valuable  service  in  rescuing  several  cannery 
vessels  in  the  ice  fields  in  Bristol  Bay,  and  after  a  long  search  took 
21  persons  from  a  camp  on  an  ice  floe,  where  they  had  taken  refuge 
after  the  cannery  ship  Tacoma  had  sunk.  T!ie  cannery  ships  St. 
'Nicholas,  Centenniel,  and  Siar  of  ChUe  were  also  brought  to  safety.* 
It  is  said  that  the  St.  Nicholas,  with  more  than  300  people  on  board, 
including  115  of  the  Tacoma^s  compliment,  would  probably  have  been 
a  total  loss  inside  of  12  hours,  ana  the  Ccnteiiniel,  with  161  persons 
on  board,  would  not  have  lasted  another  week.  The  Star  of  ChilCy 
which  had  220  persons  aboard,  was  in  no  immediate  danger.  The 
Roosevelt  was  actively  enfsngrd  on  this  work  for  about  16  days  from 
the  time  of  departure  from  tjnalaska  on  May  27,  and  at  times  broke 
through  16  feet  of  ice. 

The  Roosevelt  sailed  from  the  Pribilofs  for  Seattle  on  June  22 
with  a  cargo  of  3,104  sealskins  in  139  barrels,  104  fox  sliins,  25  bar- 
rels of  blubber,  and  84  assorted  domestic  liides  from  Port  Levaslief, 
and  438  sealskins  in  31  barrels,  607  fox  skins,  and  953  sacks  of  un- 
ground  and  300  sacks  of  ground  bone  taken  aboard  at  St.  George 
Island.  Preliminary  reports  indicate  that  the  vessel  was  delayed  a 
day  or  two  at  Altutan,  where  it  had  stopped  for  fuel  oil,  on  aecoimt 
of  a  broken  steam  pipe,  but  it  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Seattle  early 
in  July. 

DAKISK  BRAKCH  COUPAKT  IITCOBFORATED  IIT  BRAZIL, 

[vice  CoDsul  Klcbard  r.  Momsen,  Bla  de  Janeiro,  BrazU.  June  10.] 
By  decree  of  May  31, 1918,  the  President  of  Brazil  has  authorized 
the  Sociedade  Anonyma  Companhia  Geral  Commercial  do  Eio  de 
Janeiro  (General  Commercial  Co.  [Ltd.]  of  Kio  de  Janeiro)  to  begin 
operations  in  Brazil.  The  declared  capital  of  the  compg^ny  is  $50,000 
(American  currency),  divided  into  shares  of  ^SO'gach/ 

This  corporation  is  really  a  branch  of,  DerAimindelige  Handel- 
skompagni  (the  General  Commercial  Co.),  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 
.which  has  offices  in  New  York.  City  and  subsidiary  companies  in 
various  South  American  countries,  as  well  as  in  Europe  and  the 
Far  East. 

Mr,  E.  E,  Bechtinger,  ah  American  citizen,  is  to  be  the  local  man- 
ager of  the  General  Commercial  Co.  • 

SUPPIEMEITT^TO  REVISED  EKEMY  TBABINQ  LIST. 
A  revised  cumulative  supplement  to  the  Enemy  Trading  List  has 
been  ii^sued  by  the  War  Trade  Board,  which  contains  additions,  re- 
movals, and  corrections  from  March  15  to  June  28,  1918.  These 
names  appeared  in  Comueece  Pepobts  at  the  time  action  was  taken 
on  them. 
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HOG  &AISINO  IN  BRAZIL. 

IVIcc'  Consul  Illcliurd  P.  MoniHPO.  Bio  dc  .Isnelro.  Jnop  4. J 

The  following  infoniiiUion  concerning  hog  rsiisiDg  in  Brazil  was 
propjiiTil  hy  Mr.  Benjamin  H.  Hnnnicutt,  director  of  the  agricultural 
school  lit  Litvnis,  Sliite  of  Afinsifi  Genics,  Brazil.  Mr.  Hunnicntt, 
wlio  is  iin  Americiiu,  is  giving  valuable  service  in  his  capacity  as 
director  of  this  institution,  and  he  is  primarily  reqionsible  for  the 
organization  of  the  first  corn  show  held  in  this  country  last  year. 
Mr,  Ilunnicutt  is  also  devoting  his  activities  to  other  phases  of 
agriculture,  and  at  the  cattle  show  jiist  closed  he  was  awarded  b 
number  of  prizes  on  thoroughbre<l  hogs  raised  in  this  country. 
, state  of  Minas  G«raes  leading  In  Riimber  of  Hoks, 

According  to  the  census  of  1912-l.S  the  total  number  of  hogs  in 
Biazil  was  estimated  at  18,3<)0,000  head.  Of  this  number  (he  .State 
of  Minus  Geraes  had  6,n(>,000,  or  abont  3G  per  cent  of  the  whole. 
Second  in  order  came  the  State  of  Bahia.  with  2,410,000;  then  fol- 
lowed Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  with  2,204,000,  and  Sao  Paulo,  with 
1,934,000.    Xone  of  the  other  States  reached  the  million  mark. 

The  State  of  Minas  Geraes,  having  more  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  nimiber  of  swine  raised  in  the  country,  occupies  the  first  place. 
.Various  causes  contribute  to  thi.s  supremacy — good  lands,  large  num- 
ber of  farms,  excellent  pastures,  abundant  streams  of  water,  and  a 
favorable  climate.  Due  to  the  great  altitude  of  the  district  demoted 
to  the  raising  of  hogs,  the  diseases  common  to  them  appear  less  fre- 
quently among  the  herds,  and  the  climate,  being  neither  too  hot  nor 
too  cold,  furnishes  another  favorable  condition. 

On  the  large  farms,  such  as  are  found  in  Bahia,  Goyaz,  and  Parana, 
and  in  some  of  the  other  States,  the  raising  of  hogs  is  not  favorable 
as  a  rule.  The  districts  which  furnish  the  largest  number  of  hogs 
arc  always  those  in  which  the  farms  are  comparatively  .small,  where 
the  farmer  gives  his  attention  priucipally  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
fields,  and  where  all  the  farmers  are  raising  hogs  on  a  small  scale. 
One  of  the  principal  points  in  favor  of  Minas  Geraes  is  the  fact  that 
in  this  State  are  the  largest  number  of  milk  cattle,  which  is  an  im- 
portant asset  to  hog  raising  owing  to  the  supplies  of  skim  milk, 
buttermilk,  and  the  whey  from  cheese.  In  Minas  almost  all  of  the 
farms  have  at  least  a  small  number  of  cows  for  the  production  of 
milk.  Generally  the  cream  is  sold  to  the  butter  factories,  or,  as  is 
often  the  case,  the  farmer  makes  his  own  butter  and  cheese.  In  any 
case  ho  makes  use  of  these  byproducts  for  feeding  his  hogs. 

Besides  supplying   its  own   population   of  5,WO,0O0   people   the 
State  of  Minas  exported  as  the  product  of  the  swine  industry  in  1915 
about  $1,345,750  worth  in  United  States  currency. 
Products  of  Other  States.  . 

The  State  of  Bahia  comes  second  in  order  of  production.  In  the 
interior  of  the  Stat«,  where  the  altitude  is  sufficient  to  mitigate  the 
climate,  the  raising  of  hogs  ought  to  be  very  prosperous.  The  prod- 
ucts of  this  industry  scarcely  supply  the  local  consumption. 

The  State  of  Kio  Grande  do  SiU  also  possesses  many  of  me  ad- 
vantages which  the  State  of  Minas  enjoys.  This  State  makes  and 
exports  the  largest  quantity  of  lard.     In  1914,  775,000  hogs  were 
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elaughtered,  which  yielded  85^0,000  pounds  of  lard,  valued  sit 
$7,750,000  United  States  currency.  The  greater  part  of  the  produc- 
tion is  exported. 

When  the  1912-13  census  was  taken  the  Strife  of  Sao  I'aulo  had 
less  than  2,000,000  hogs.  This,  however,  does  not  icpiesent  the 
exact  value  of  the  swine  industry  in  tliis  State,  as  many  hogs 
raised  in  other  States,  especially  in  Parand,  are  shipped  here  and 
fattened.  Most  recent  statistics  show  that  the  State  now  has  about 
3,000,000  hogs,  and  a  large  number  of  pure-bred  hogs  are  going  into 
the  State  right  along. 

There  are  several  other  States  that  offei-  considerable  advantages 
ID  the  raising  of  swine,  such  as  Parana,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Goyaz,  and 
perhaps  Pemambiico  and  other  States  of  the  north.    This  industry 
has  not  attained  in  any  of  tJiese  States  tlie  desii-ed  development, 
Smperiorlty  of  the  HatiTC  Stock. 

The  basic  native  stock  generally  found  throughout  Brazil  is  far 
superior'to  the  original  razorback  stock  in  the  United  States.  By 
this  we  ihean  that  the  hogs  generally  found  in  Brazil  which  have  not 
been  improved  by  the  introduction  of  any  pui-e-bred  stock  are  su- 
perior to  the  hog  stock  in  equal  circumstances  in  the  United  States. 

In  this  country  there  are  found  some  domestic  types  more  or  less 
fixed  which  are  generally  classified  as  distinct  breeds,  although  there 
are  wanting  in  them  certain  elements  that  are  considered  necessary  to 
justify  this  classification.  Thus  there  are  four  breeds  of  hogs,  the 
names  of  which  make  a  distinction  between  the  very  large  animal,  the 
medium  size,  and  the  small  hog.  Besides  these  there  is  another 
group,  which  includes  all  the  other  native  hogs.  The  firet  three  of 
these  classes  furnish  a  large  quantity  of  lard  and  the  weight  of  the 
animal  is  enormous.  Although  they  possess  certain  characteristics 
that  are  fixed^  yet  they  are  not  breeds  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 
These  domestic  types  merit  the  attention  of  the  producers.  All  of 
these  types  have  two  very  serious  defects— slowness  in  their  develop- 
ment and  a  lack  of  uniformity.  In  addition  to  this,  they  are  of  an 
extremely  heavy  lard  type  and  are  not  very  proper  for  export  pur- 
poses. By  selection  and  judicious  crossing  these  defects  can  be  cor- 
rected. 
K^eriaieKti  With  Forelcn  BreedB. 

Variooa  experiments  have  been  made  in  the  country  with  the  best 
foreign  breeds.  The  breeds  that  have  been  tried  in  Brazil  are  the 
following:  Yorkshire,  Tamworth,  Berkshire,  Poland  China,  Duroc 
Jersey,  Large  Black,  and  Mule  Foot.  The  bacon  breeds  have  not 
proven  satisfactory  for  two  reasons.  One  is  the  fact  that  the  pre- 
dominent  food  for  hogs  throughout  Brazil  is  com,  which  is  much 
more  proper  for  fattening  hogs  than  for  raising  bacon  types.  The 
other  reason  is  that  there  has  been  up  to  the  present  time  no  demand 
for  anything  but  the  extreme  lard  type  of  hog.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
what  effect  the  demands  of  the  modern  packing  houses  now  being 
built  will  have  on  the  hogs.  The  Mule  Foot  and  Large  Black  are 
being  tried  out  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  they  will  make  good.  The  three  main  breeds  grown  in 
the  United  Ststes — ^the  Berkshire,  Poland  China,  and  Duroc  Jersey — 
have  been  tried  very  extensively,  and  there  are  a  number  of  pure-bred 
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licids  established  in  the  country.  The  large  demand  of  the  packing 
houses,  which  are  constantly  looking  for  a,  type  of  hog  such  as  is 
commonly  produced  in  the  tJnited  States,  has  brought  a  tremendous 
stimnlus  to  better  hofj;  breeding  in  Brazil.  As  is  true  in  the  United 
.States,  and  no  donht  m  Brazil,  these  three  breeds  will  do  well,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  districts  where  they  are  tried.  Some  sections  will 
be  more  favorable  to  one  of  the  breeds  than  the  other.  However,  the 
ndaptabiiity  of  the  Duroc  breed  to  Brazil  is  very  noticeable.  The 
experiments  tliat  have  been  made  with  this  breed  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful. It  has  maintained  its  desirable  characteristics,  being  espe- 
ciallv  valuable  due  to  its  being  prolific  and  hardy,  has  good  pastnre 
qualities,  and  the  fact  that  it  makes  nn  excellent  cross  on  the  native 
hog.  It  also  produces  a  medium  lard-type  hog,  that  meets  the  de- 
mand of  the  native  market  and  at  the  same  time  is  a  profitable  hog 
for  selling  to  the  packing  houses.  The  experiment  which  we  made  in 
our  Lavras  Agricultural  School  with  a  Duroc  of  our  own  breed 
showed  the  following  results:  Original  weight.  22C3  pounds,  August 
fi,  1915;  final  weight,  4S6J  pounds,  November  8,  1015;  gross  weight, 
di'cssed,  395,12  pounds;  refined  lard,  198  pounds.  This  hog  showed 
an  average  daily  gain  of  21  pounds. 

This  breed  is  very  prolific.  On  the  farm  at  the  agricultural  school 
one  imported  sow  has  already  produced  9  litters,  with  a  total  of  95 
pigs,  an  average  of  lOJ  to  a  litter.  This  sow  is  now  5  years  old  and 
continues  to  bear.  A  daughter  of  this  sow,  born  in  Brazil,  has  a  lit- 
ter of  11  pigs.  The  average  of  all  the  litters  of  Duroc  Jerseys  at  the 
school  is  9.C  for  219  pigs.  It  is  a  recognized  fact  that  this  breed 
crosses  well  with  the  native  hogs,  and  the  results  obtained  by  those 
who  have  made  the  experiment  is  proof  of  this.  The  pigs  are  more 
hardy,  mature  earlier,  and  yield  a  greater  weight.  As  a  rule  the 
crosses  with  the  Duroc  Jersey  yield  when  fattened  from  30  to  60 
pounds  more  than  the  native  hog  at  the  same  conipai'ative  size. 
The  Exportatlcia  of  Hi%  Prodncti. 

Dr.  Teniciro  Icibaci  says  that  the  State  of  Govaz  could  easily  sus- 
tain a  swine  population  of  10,000,000  heads,  while  in  fact  it  has  but 
800,000,  There  are  other  States  that  could  easily  maintain  a  swine 
jxipulation  of  from  five  to  ten  times  larger  than  they  have. 

Everything  indicates  that  there  is  the  i)Ossibility  of  Brazil  not 
only  supplying  the  national  market  but  also  of  exporting  chilled 
hogs  and  hog  products  in  large  quantities.  Up  to  the  present  the 
exclusive  demand  in  Brazil  has  been  for  the  heaviest  possible  type 
of  lard  hog.  There  are  now  in  operation  or  under  construction  at 
least  10  modern  packing  houses  in  Brazil,  practically  all  of  which 
will  kill  hogs.  These  packing  houses  will  create  an  enormous  de- 
mand for  what  is  generally  known  as  a  packing-house  type  of  hog 
in  the  United  States,  and  we  must  plan  to  breed  and  fatten  hogs 
such  as  are  suitable  for  their  use  as  well  as  continuing  raising  the 
lard  liog  for  local  consumption. 

The  native  breeds  should  be  improved  by  selection  and  by  crossing. 
Crossings  of  pure  blood  with  the  native  sows  for  the  producing  of 
fattening  hogs  should  be  encouraged.        .  "  " 

It  is  important  to  increase  the  industrial  agencies  for  making  lard 
and  otlier  pork  products. 
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1US£ETS  FOB  IKON  AUD  STEEL  FBOSUCTS. 
ALGEBIA. 

[Consul  Arthur  C.  Froal,  Alglors.  Miiy  10.] 

There  have  been  practically  no  building  opernlions  in  Algeria  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  and,  except  for  ncce;iS!ii7  n-pairs  or  for 
certain  special  purposes  connected  with  the  war,  no  construction  is 
probable  until  normal  times  are  restored.  Wlien  peace  comes  a  con- 
siderable building  activity  is  inevitable;  there  will  then  be  a  large 
demand  for  structural  material  of  all  kinds.  It  may  bo  noted,  how- 
ever, that  native  rock  constitutes  the  chief  material  for  building  con- 
structions throughout  Algeria,  and  iron  beams,  supports,  pillars,  and 
the  like  are  not  used  extensively  as  in  the  United  States, 

The  building  trade  is  favorably  disposed  toward  American  prod- 
ucts, bnt  American  exporters  will  need  to  offer  attractive  terms  to 
reputable  dealers  if  business  is  desired  with  this  territory.  Tlioy 
must  be  in  a  position  to  offer  a  reasonable  guaranty  for  deliveries  and 
should  endeavor  to  ship  direct  to  Algiers  rather  than  via  French 
p'"tp,  a  route  which  entails  considerable  delay  as  well  as  additional 
expense  in  transshipment. 

There  are  no  steamers  now  sailing  directly  from  the  United  States 
to  Algeria.  Governmental  restrictions  and  the  very  limited  tonnage 
available  via  French  ports  restrict  purchases  to  commodities  of  prime 
necessity.  A  direct  steamship  service  operating  regularly,  perliapB 
once  a  month,  or  every  six  weeks,  would  be  a  vital  factor  in  develop- 
ing commerce  with  North  Africa. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  metnt  iiroiliicts  fn  Algiers  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Dompstlc  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices 
by  referring  to  file  No.  1025.W.1 

AROEHTIRA. 
[foDsuI  Wllbert  L,  Bouocy,  Hosiirlo,  May  14. 1 

The  importation  of  iron  and  steel  and  their  products,  especially 
black  and  ^Ivanized  plates,  wire,  tubing,  and  tin  plate,  is  an  im- 
portant business  in  northern  Argentina,  although  the  district  is  al- 
most entirely  agricultural  and  kcks  great  industrial  plants.  The 
largest  individual  purchasers  of  iron  and  steel  arc  the  railways,  which 
are  principally  owned  by  British  and  French  interests,  who  have  in 
the  past  naturally  preferred  to  buy  in  the  European  markets.  It  is 
possible  that  under  existing  conditions  some  trade  in  materials  and 
equipment  might  be  developed  with  these  railroads,  f  A  report  pub- 
lished in  CoMMEBCB  Keports  for  Oct.  29,  1917,  gives  the  addresses 
of  the  he&d  offices  of  these  railroads,] 

Large  British  houses  have  Ijeen  represented  in  the  Argentine  mar- 
kets for  a  great  manv  years,  their  connections  are  well  established,  and 
they  advertise  locally  and  canvass  the  trade  regularly.  The  local 
importing  houses  and  branches  are  not  specialized  to  such  an  extent 
that  each  house  represents  a  special  line  of  materials  or  machinery, 
but  every  large  agency  makes  a  business  of  importing  everything  per- 
taining to  several  lines,  and  when  specialized  machinery  is  called  for 
these  houses  act  ns  jobbers.  They  also  soil  upon' commission  ■articles 
that  are  required  to  complete  their  stock.  Thus  a  large  importing 
house  handles  raw  ruateiials.  equipment,  supplies,  parts,  accessories, 
and  implements  for  several  general  lines  and  has  facilities- for  jilacing 
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orders  upon  commission,  and  even  for  manufacturing  articles  that 
they  do  not  keep  in  stock.     They  issue  their  own  catalogues  and  have 
salesmen  in  the  country  districts. 
Establishing  American  Trade  With  AigRntlna. 

Certain  American  factories  are  also  entering  the  field  in  the  same 
T7ay,  while  several  American  manufacturers  of  special  lines  have 
long-established  connections,  either  direct  or  through  British  import- 
ing houses,  so  that  many  American  heavy  imports  are  well  and  favor- 
ably known.  The  distances  in  northern  Argentina  are  comparatively 
great,  and  commissions  and  profits  are  high,  so  that  distrioitting  ex- 
penses are  large.  There  aie  a  number  of  local  foundries  which  deal 
an  second-hiind  metal  of  all  kinds  and  make  parts  and  castings,  but 
they  are  not  a  large  direct  factor  in  the  importing  trade.  From  the 
nature  of  the  district  and  its  stage  of  development  it  results  that  the 
demand  is  scattered,  as  there  is  no  large  industrial  center  to  absorb 
quantities  of  raw  metal  and  similar  materials. 

In  view  of  the  competition  which  must  be  met  in  entering  this 
market  it  might  be  more  conducive  to  the  desired  result  if  several 
-■  American  producers  would  act  together  in  maintaining  a  stock  of 

■  goods  in  Buenos  Aires.  In  interviewing  local  interests  it  appears 
'  that  the  greatest  desideratum  with  them  is  a  large  stock  of  necessary 

materials  in  Buenos  Aires,  where  they  can  buy  at  short  notice,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  shipping  difficulties  now  existing.  The  usual 
terms  in  this  district  were  formerly  90  days'  time,  but  at  present 
.  urgent  orders  are  accompanied  by  cash  in  New  York.     However, 

■  dealers  feel  that  they  should  have  the  privilege  of  inspecting  goods 
before  payment,  and  when  the  urgency  of  the  present  situation  has 

■  passed  they  may  insist  upon  that  privilege. 

[A  list  of  the  priDcIpnl  Importers  of  steel,  Iron,  mechinei?,  and  hardware  In 
Itosario  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  find  r^mestic  Commerce 
or  Its  district  and  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  103700.] 


[CoDiui  ,Tobii  R.  Bradl";,  Puntn  AreDaa,  Hbj  SI.) 

The  demand  for  steel  products  in  the  Punta  Arenas  district  is  con- 
siderable now  and  a  great  demand  is  anticipated  in  the  future.  This 
territory  has  been  largely  devoted  to  sheep  raising,  but  n  period  has 
now  been  reached  in  its  industrial  history  in  which  the  factories 
located  here  will  be  enlarged  and  new  ones  organized. 

Some  of  the  articles  principally  in  demand  and  on  which  no  duty 
is  paid  are  galvanized  corrugated  iron,  tin  plate  for  canning  works, 
smooth  black  and  galvanized  wire  (for  fencmg  sheep  farms) ,  miscel- 
laneous hardware  of  all  kinds,  farm  implements,  machinery  and  ap- 
pliances for  meat  freezing  and  canning  works  and  for  soap  factories, 
sawmill  machinery,  and  butchers'  tools, 

The  usual  credit  terms  here  are  90  days,  and  it  is  essential  that  these 
terms  be  granted.  Practically  every  business  house  in  the  territory 
is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition  and  many  of  them  could  pay  cash, 
but  as  90  days  and  even  more  favorable  terms  have  been  the  custom, 
to  do  an  extensive  business  it  is  in  most  cases  necessary  to  meet  these 
terras. 

American  goods  are  favorably  received  here  by  the  trade,  and  owing 
to  the  general  prosperity  and  the  inability  to  secure  goods  from 
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Eiiropc  this  is  a  particularly  favoi-ab]e  time  to  obtain  a  loothold 
here. 

A  list  of  firms  in  Punta  Arenas  that  might  be  intere^^ed  in  handling 
irwi  and  steel  products  is  transmitted  [copies  of  which  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bareau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  and  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  103587].  .\.l- 
tboii^h  there  is  a  wide  knowledge  of  English  in  this  port,  which  i.=?  the 
distributing  center  for  a  large  and  wealthy  territory  devoted  prin- 
cipally to  sheep  raising  and  industries  arising  therefrom,  it  is  prefer- 
able tiiat  correspondence  with  these  firms  be  conducted  in  Spanish. 
CHUU. 
ITkc  Conaul  Bitjnond  C.  Ifackar,  Hankow,  May  28.) 

At  the  present  time  there  is  n  fairly  large  demand  in  the  Hankow 
district  for  steel  products,  especially  galvanized-iron  sheets,  angle 
bars,  and  reinforced  concrete  materials  such  us  cormgnted  bars.  TfTie 
following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  gold  vahio  of  certain  stee! 
products  importSi  into  Hankow  during  the  years  1913,  1916,  and 
1917:      ! 
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BHOLAHD. 
[CoDSDl  £.  Ualdcman  Dr^aisoD,  BlrinlDEluiiD,  Uay  Ul.] 

In  normal  times  there  is  a  very  considerable  demand  in  Birming- 
ham for  structural  steel  ^apes,  plates,  and  bars,  and  also  plain  and 
galvanized-iron  sheets,  but  as  they  are  all  manufactured  in  this  dis- 
trict the  requirements  of  the  local  market  hare  been  supplied  from 
the  local  iron  and  steel  works,  or  at  least  from  similar  works  witliin 
easy  reach  of  this  district.  Xevcrthelcss,  when  market  considera- 
tions have  been  favorable  such  goods  have  been  imported  from  the 
United  States  as  well  as  from  other  foreign  soui-ces  of  supply. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  the  British  iron  and  steel  trades  tu  expect 
some  interfermce  with  free  import  of  foreign  material  after  the  wt^- 
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iThis  may  mean  that  British  producers  are  preparing,  or  will  be  pre- 
pared, to  supply  consumers  with  enough  material  at  the  low&st  pos- 
sible prices,  or  it  may  mean  that  producers  hope  to  maintain  war 
prices  while  the  consumers  of  other  nations  have  free  access  to  abun- 
dant supplies  of  cheap  iron  and  steel.  The  present  demand  for  steel 
exceeds  the  supply,  and  when  normal  times  return  the  demand  will 
probably  be  vastly  increased  by  the  reconstruction  of  all  the  devas- 
tated areas  in  Belgium,  France,  and  Russia.  _^      

Central  Board  Advocated  for  AUooation  ot  Steel  Orden,      ~  ~ 

Tlie  British  Iron  and  Steel  Institute  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  the 
steel  trade  of  Britain  is  to  hold  its  own  in  open' competition  with  the 
other  steel-producing  countries  of  the  world,  it  wdl  be  necessary, 
among  other  changes,  to  have  a  centra!  board  to  which  all  orders 
will  go  and  from  whence  the  work  will  be  allocated  to  the  different 
works  according  to  their  ability  to  do  it.  This  would  save  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  capital  at  present  locked  up  in  stocks  of  rolls. 
Many  works  have  rolls  for  practically  all  the  British  standard  sec- 
tions, and  change  the  rolls  as  required  to  suit  orders.  If  the  orders 
were  sent  from  a  central  board,  mills  could  be  kept  on  the  work 
allocated  to  them  for  a  long  period,  thus  reducing  the  amount  of 
roll  changing  and  also  the  cost  of  production.  It  woidd  also  enable 
works  to  roll  only  such  material  for  which  their  mills  are  best 
adapted.  The  elimination  of  foreign  competition  caused  by  the  war 
has  obliged  British  manufacturers  to  develop  their  plants  in  a  man- 
ner they  never  could  have  hoped  to  attain  in  times  of  normal  com- 
petition, and  this  development  of  rolling  and  other  manufacturing 
plants  has  placed  British  industry  on  a  sound  foundation  fi-om 
which  to  work  up  the  trade  in  plates,  sheets,  and  structural  steel  of 
all  kinds. 

There  is  no  groimd  for  supposing  that  Great  Britain  will  not  be 
more  powerful  and  efficient  as  a  manufacturing  nation  after  the  war 
than  it  was  before  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  The  iron  and  steel 
trades  have  become  moie  self-contained  than  ever  before.  Just  as 
the  former  reliance  on  foreign  sources  of  raw  materials  has  perliaps 
cone  forever,  so  it  is  thought  that  an  end  has  been  put  to  the  large 
importation  of  cheap  foreign  steel  to  supplement  the  home  output. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Insram.  Brndtord,  Moj  24.1 

Probable  Fost-War  Demand  for  Strnctaral  Steel  in  Bradford. 

During  the  past  three  or  four  years  building  operations  hare  been 
practically  at  a  standstill  in  England,  as  no  contracts  exceeding  £500 
($2,433)  can  be  entered  into  without  a  Government  permit.  The  only 
important  buildings  erected  recently  have  been  munition  works  and 
factories  engaged  on  Government  work.  At  the  termination  of  the 
war  there  is  every  indication  that  there  will  be  a  revival  of  the  build- 
ing industry  here  and  the  erection  of  factories  and  warehouses  to 
meet  the  demand  of  textile  manufacturers,  Bradford  being  the  center 
of  the  wool  industry  in  this  country.  For  this  purpose  quantities  of 
structural  steel  will  be  required. 

The  engineering  firms  and  machine  makers,  who  are  all  now  en- 
gaged on  Government  work,  will  eventually  revert  to  their  own  par- 
ticular lines  of  business  and  will  require  supplies  of  steel  such  as 
rounds,  flats,  squares,  and  angles.    At  the  present  time,  according  to 
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trade  reports,  demands  for  material  are  as  keen  as  ever,  biit  the  gen- 
eral increase  in  production  enables  makers  in  most  districts  to  Seep 
pace  with  requirements. 

[Canaal  Hi^h  B.  Watson,  LItm^kk)],  Kay  31.1 
AnerioftB  Iron  and  Steel  Frodncts  Uted  in  LiTerpool  Slitrlot. 

There  is  at  all  times  a  large  demand  in  Liverpool  and  the  surround- 
ing district  for  -various  classes  of  steel  products,  such  as  structural 
steel,  shapes,  plates,  and  bars.  There  will  be  an  abnormal  demand 
after  the  war,  which,  it  is  believed,  the  home  manufacturers  will  be 
unable  to  meet. 

One  of  the  largest  merdiants  and  importers  handling  the  classes 
of  goods  referred  to  states  that  prior  to  the  war  large  quantities  of 
continental  beams,  channels,  riveted  girders,  etc.,  were  largely  used 
in  Liverpool  and  the  surrounding  district,  and  that  occasionally  im- 
ports of  American  beams,  angles,  and  channels  arrived.  A  consider- 
able number  of  shipping  plates  were  also  imported  from  the  United 
States,  lit  is  probable,  nowever,  that  American  materials  will  have 
the  preference  over  other  imported  articles  after  the  war,  and  that 
there  will  be  a  largo  increase  m  the  trade  in  American  steel  products. 
Prior  to  the  war  the  firm  referred  to  imported  large  quantities  of  bar 
iron  and  steel  sheets;  galvanized  sheets  were  not  imported,  England 
being  a  great  producer  of  this  latter  article.  It  is  thought  that  home 
manufacturers  will  retain  supremancy  in  the  galvanized  trade,  but 
there  will  probably  be  a  big  opening  for  American  wire  rods,  wire, 
and  nails,  all  of  which  were  formerly  imported  from  the  Continent, 
Tin  plates  and  sheet  bars  will  also  continue  to  be  largely  imported 
after  the  war. 

(A  list  of  the  principal  Importers  of  steel  products  In  Liverpool  uay  be  ob- 
tained from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreigu  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  and 
cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  102938.] 


FOKEieN  LOAMS  ISSUED  IH  JAPAH. 

lEiccrpt  trotn  Japan  Gazette  o(  June  14,  traaamlttfi]  b;  C4>iuul  Gcofral  Georse  II.  I 


Returns  issued  by  the  Department  of  Finance  show  that  foreign 
bonds  issued  on  the  Japanese  market  since  August  1, 1914,  up  to  the 
end  of  last  month,  totaled  076,445,600  yen  ($336,669,909).  Of  these, 
British  bonds  amounted  to  185,174,390  yen ;  French  bonds,  77,708,033 
yen;  Russian  bonds,  388,563,257  yen;  and  Chinese  bonds,  25,000,000 
yen. 

OFFICES  OP  TBE  BUAEATT  OF  FOSEiaN  AITS  DOMESTIC  COUHEBCE. 

MSIVICt  OFFICS.  I  COOFBRillTK  0PFICK8, 

HEW  lOBKl   T««  Clrtomtnar,  CI.ETELIKD:  Ctiabcr  of  Comnerct. 

BOerON:  ISOl  CulsmkflRif.  aNCIXSATIi  Chinbcr  «[  Coamrrcf. 

tSIClCOi  »04  Fe4«nl  BilUfic.  CKatmiJli  deural  FitlgU  Isint.  SMttni 

ST.  LOUIS:  403  •Olti  XaUoul  BmBk  BilMlic.  lUllwir.  DS  lafiU)  BaUtlla«. 

HEV  OKLBl^IB:  IMS  Hlbfnia  lUak  UaiUSmg.      LOS  INOELEB:  (kunbcr  at  Camminet. 
SIK  FB15CISC0:  807  CmtomhiiDic.  PniUDELFHU:  CIiiiiiIki  of  CDmnvrFe. 

aUTTLE:  S16  Btm  BaiUlw.  CHAITlNOOtil:  Sottk  iBnlcaii  A«*at,  BtiUi. 
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"  '  "'"  "      ''  PDBn.UID,  OBEfi.i  Ctmlwr  of  C«BBCRc, 
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"^  FOREIGN  TEALE  OPPOETUinTIES. 

Beserred  addreesea  mar  be  obtaEncd  from  tbe  Bar««n  and  Its  district  bkII  coofiern- 
live  otflceB.  lUquf^Bt  tar  «acb  opportunity  ghould  be  on  a  Bcparatc  Bbcct  and  Hlate 
opportDnltr  unnber.  The  BnrcBu  does  not  furnish  credit  rating  or  assume 
i¥BpDnsib111t;  as  to  tbe  standing  ot  foreign  inquirers ;  the  usual  precautlonB  should  be 
taken  In  all  cages.  Sjinbols :  •  Reported  bj  American  consular  offlcera  ;  f  Beimited  by 
commercial  attaches  and  commercial  agents;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 
In  causlderliiK  tbt  fallonlDK  "  opportnnllieB  "  opeclal  regitrd  Bhoold  be 

bail   to  (he  Invtn  Kod  resnladona  KOTcmlnK  ciport  licenaea   and  trkdlua: 

Agricultural  supplies-,, 27212  Military  Bi 

Cerealla 2T:;iT  Pbarmacei 

Ulectroplated  ware 27aiO  Tork  prodi 

FarmlDg  Implements  and  macblaery.  27212  Itav  coltoi 


Locks , 27210      Watch  chains 2T208 

27208.*— Uniform  cloth,  military  clothing,  caps,  spui^,  mosquito  netting,  sheets, 
table  napkins,  towels,  cuffs,  lianilkerclilefs,  helmets.  aDd  nil  kinds  of  mili- 
tary supplies  are  desired  by  a  forelcn  military  ofBcer,  Samples  of  uniform 
cloth  showing  color  and  quality  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or 
its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  ttle  No.  103232.)  Further  information  and 
complete  list  of  articles  desired,  showing  present  quotations,  may  be  had  on 
applicution  to  above-named  offices.    Correspondence  should  be  lu  French. 

27209.* — An  agency  is  desired  by  a  man  in  Spain  for  the  sale  of  watch  chains 

and  other  jewelry.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

27210.t — A  man  in  Pern  wishes  to  purchase  locks  of  various  sizes.  Two  sam- 
ples showing  the  style  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  dis- 
trict oflices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  20103.) 

V  cotton, 

27212.t— A  banker  in  Bolivia  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
modern  farm  tools  and  machines  for  farming,  also  producers  of  seeds  and 
other  materials  for  agricultural  purposes. 

27213.* — An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  France  for  the  sale  of  food  products, 
pharmaceutical  products,  and  any  other  products  for  which  there  Is  a  sale 
in  France.    Ojrrespondence  should  be  in  French. 

27214.*— A  general  commission  merchant  and  exporter  in  tlie  Canary  Islands 
desires  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  pork  products.  Paynieut  will 
be  made  upon  delivery  of  shipping  documents  at  destination.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  in  English.    References. 

27215.* — A  man  in  Switzerland  wishes  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  pneu- 
matic tires  for  motor  cars,  solid  bands,  motorcycle  and  bicycle  tires,  and 
other  rubber  goods  connected  with  the  automobile  und  bicycle  trade.  Cor- 
respondeuce  may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

27216. *^A  company  In  China  Is  in  the  market  tor  electroplated  ware  on  nickel 
coiislsting  of  entree  dishes,  cruet  stands,  cake  dishes,  butter  and  jam  dishes, 
and  similar  articles.  Goods  should  be  strongly  packed.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English.    References. 

27217.* — An  agency  is  desired  by  a  man  in  a  Spanish  Insular  possession  for  the 
sale  of  cerenls  nnd  flour.  Payment  will  be  made  upon  delivery  of  shipping 
documents  at  destination.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References. 

27218.  t — A  firm  in  Chile  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  in  Chile 
and  Bolivia.  General  lines  are  desired,  preferabyi  on  a  commia^ou  basis. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.     Reference. 
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■^.-■1  -        CEOP  FBOSPECTS  IN  SAO  PAUIO.         -'■';.■- 

fCablegram  from  Consnl   Robert  I<.   Kelser,   SRo  Paato,   Braill,  supplementing  despatch 
publlabed  In  CouMEncE  Befoets  for  Julj  10.) 

Yield  of  castor  beans  for  1918  practically  nil  and  yield  for  1919 
impossible  to  forecast  with  accuracy,  but  probably  2,000,000  bags. 
Coffee  now  being  gathered  yield  8,000,000  bags.  Yield  for  1919  esti- 
mated at  3,000,000  to  6,000,000  bags,  and  in  1920  at  4,000.000  to 
6,000,000  bags.  Unofficial  estiriiates  based  on  State  of  Sao  Paulo  only, 
which  furnishes  90  to  95  per  cent  of  expoi'tation  of  these  commodities 
through  Santos. 

SWEDISH  COAL  HINES  IN  SFITZBESQEN. 

(CoDMl  Oeneral  Albert  Halstcad,  Stoclihalm,  Sweden,  Jul;  2.] 
If  the  reports  in  the  Svenska  Dagbladet  of  June  30  are  correct,  the 
coal  mines  of  Spitzbergen  will  gracuially  become  an  important  source 
of  supply  of  coal  for  Sweden.  At  present  85  men  are  employed  at 
the  mines,  and  1,000  metric  tons  can  be  mined  per  month.  Next  year 
it  is  hoped  that  the  output  will  be  30,000  metric  tons  and  in  1920 
120,000  metric  tons.  Three  thousand  metric  tons  of  Spitzbergen  coal 
are  expected  in  Sweden  this  summer,  and  an  ice  breaker  is  being 
built  in  Norway  to  keep  the  line  of  sea  communication  open  during 
the  winter. 

The  coal  is  reported  as  inexhaustible  and  to  be  of  excellent  quality, 
■with  veins  3  feet  in  thickness.  A  harbor  11  feet  5  inches  deep, 
with  a  quay  487  feet  in  length,  meets  present  requirements,  but  the 

3uay  is  to  be  lengthened  by  163  feet  this  summer  and  the  harbor 
redged  to  18  feet  8  inches. 

So  tnnble  to  ivy,  cheap,  oonTenlent,  a  real  inTOtment — Wat  Saving  Stamps. 
6T97«''r^l8  821      ,1 
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BITIES  GOVERNIITG  SAX£  AlH)  EXPORT  OF  CATTSTIC  SODA. 

The  Unitt^d  States  War  Industries  Board  and  the  United  Stafea 
War  Trade  Board  jointly  announce  the  following  rules  and  regula- 
tions with  i-espect  to  the  sale  for  export  and  the  exportation  of  caustic 
soda: 

On  and  after  Aiip'st  1,  i91fi,  manufacturers  of  caustic  soda  in  the 
United  States  will  not  enter  into  any  contract  for  the  sale  of  caustic 
soda  witli  any  person  in  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  export- 
ing the  saine  unl«ss  and  until  advised  by  the  prospective  purchaser 
that  a  United  States  export  license  covering  such  caustic  soda  has 
been  duly  obtained  and  tne  number  thereof  is  furni^ed. 

Manufacturers  will  not  sell  on  and  after  the  above-named  date 
caustic  soda  for  domestic  consumption  unless  the  purchaser  agrees 
not  to  export  same  nor  to  sell  same  for  export,  and  if  it  is  resold  i» 
the  domestic  raaritet  to  exact  or  cause  to  be  exacted  a  similar  agree- 
ment from  each  and  every  subsequent  purchaser. 

On  and  after  August  1, 1918,  the  United  States  War  Trade  Board 
will  not  license  for  exportation  caustic  soda  to  any  destination  until 
the  applicant  has  filed  a  statement  showing  either—"     ' 

((j)  That  on  Augtist  1, 1918,  the  applicant  did  not  own  or  have  any 
interest  in  any  contracts  for  the  sale  of  caustie  soda  to  be  exported 
from  the  United  States ;  or 

(&)  A  list  of  all  contracts  with  purchasers  abroad  existing  on 
August  1,  1918,  for  Uie  exportation  of  caustic  soda  which  had  not 
been  exported  on  that  date  showing  (o)  the  names  of  the  purchasers 
abroad  or  consignees:  (i)  the  dates  of  the  eontcacts;  (c)  the  quan- 
tities; (d)  the  price  paid  or  contracted  to  be  paid  therefor;  and  (e) 
if  the  applicant  on  August  1,  1918,  owned  or  had  any  interest  in  the 
title  to  tne  caustic  soda  to  be  exported,  the  place  or  places  of  storage 
on  or  about  that  date,  or  if  in  transit  on  August  1,  ldl8,  from  an 
inland  point  within  the  United  States,  the  date  of  shipment  from 
such  point  and  port  of  exit  in  the  United  States  to  which  such  ship- 
ment was  destined. 

On  and  after  August  1,  1918,  applicants  for  licenses  to  export 
caustic  soda  will  also  be  required  to  state  on  their  ai>plications 
whether  or  not  they  have  acquired  any  title  or  interest'in  the  caustic 
soda  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  exported,  and  if  the  caustic  soda  is 
in  existence,  the  place  of  storage  in  the  United  States,  and  to  agree 
that  in  the  event  an  export  license  is  granted  not  to  ship  or  permit 
to  be  shipped  under  such  license  any  other  caustic  soda  than  that 
specified  in  the  application. 

Tlie  foregoing  requirements  are  supplemental  to  the  regulations 
contained  in  circular  letters  issued  by  the  United  States  War  Trade 
Board  under  date  of  March  30  and  May  21,  1918.  For  the  ccm- 
venience  of  exporters  the  regulations  with  respect  to  caustic  soda  have 
been  c(msolidated  and  revised  into  one  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  K.  175, 
issued  July  26, 1918).  Copies  thereof  may  be  oDtained  upon  applica- 
tion to  any  branch  office  of  the  War  Trade  Board  on  and  rfter  July 
27, 1918.  

Consul  II.  Abort  Johnson  reports  that  for  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  institution  the  Dundee  Boyal  Infirmary,  at  Dundee,  Scot- 
land, has  women  alone  as  house  plivsicians  and  surgeons;       -  i 
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SUMUEE  nSHINa  SEASON  IK  N0BWA7. 

[CoDBut  General  Marlon  Letcher.  Cbrlatlaain,  Jul;  3.) 

Tlie  following  is  a  translation  of  an  article  in  the  Morgenbladet  of 
June  19, 1918 : 

Mackerel  fishing  along  the  north  coast  began  early  nnd  was  carried 
on  briskly.  It  is  reported  that  the  catch  was  especially  large  along 
the  western  and  southern  coasts,  and  that  it  was  also  good  along  all 
of  the  Norwegian  waters,  extending  to  the  Swedish  boundary. 

The  catch  of  mackerel  was  last  week  announced  as  being  more  than 
3,500,000  fish,  so  that  the  total  will  reach  about  7,000,000.  There 
were  more  persons  engaged  in  fishing  than  usual,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  counting  of  the  fish  was  done  with  greater  accurncv.  About 
2,000,000  fish  have  been  brought  into  Christianssand  and  Lillesand, 
2,500,000  to  Fredriksvern  and  eastward  to  Hvaler,  while  only  about 
■  1,000,000  fish  of  the  rich  catch  has  been  brought  into  the  harbors 
along  the  west  coast. 

It  is,  however,  very  difficult  to  obtain  fresh  fish,  especially  mack- 
erel, in  the  large  cities,  and  this  is  especially  true  of  Christiania.     In 
'  other  years  the  total  catch  has  never  reached   8,000,000  until  the 
month  of  August,  and  it  has  always  been  easy  to  purchase, 
finmaikeii  FislieTles. 

The  poor  codfish  season  of  the  winter  has  been  replaced  to  a  great 
extent  by  the  much  better  spring  cod  catch  along  the  coast  of  Fin- 
'marken.  The  amount  of  spring  cod  caught  already  is  greater  by 
one  and  a  half  times  than  the  total  catch  in  the  Lofoton  region  this 
year,  in  wliich  16,000  fishermen  were  engaged,  while  along  the  coast 
of  Finmarken  only  9,311  men  participated.  The  total  catch  ond  the 
uses  to  which  it  was  put  this  year  compared  with  former  years  is 
shown  in  the  following  table ; 


l>i.p«lllo,.  Of  catch. 
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In  addition  to  which,  in  1918  there  were  3,096  barrels  of  steam- 
cooked  cod-liver  oil  and  10,CG8  hectoliters  ( hectoliter =2G.417  gal- 
lons) of  liver  for  ordinary  cod-liver  oil.  In  1915  the  corresponding 
figures  were  6,449  barrels  and  753  hectoliters. 

Tlio  price  for  fish  went  down  to  18-25  ^re  {$0.O48-$0.OC7)  in  sev- 
;  eral  places  in  Finmarken,  but  the  average  price  was  from  20-30  0re 
;  ($0.05-$0.08) .  For  the  liver  the  price  was  GO  0re  ($0.1G),  as  com- 
pared with  80-1.00  0re  last  vear  ($0.21-$0.268)  last  year.  The  great- 
'  est  fishing  activity  is  in  'N^'est  Finmarken,  in  the  vicinity  of  Hon- 
ningsvaagene,  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  10,000  kilos  (22,046  pounds) 
to  be  brought  in  during  the  course  of  24  hours. 


Consul  Lewis  W.  Haskell,  of  Geneva,  Switzerland,  reports  a  30  per 
cent  advance  in  rates  by  the  Federal  lEailroad  Co.  on  June  1.  |^ 
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JAPAlf 'S  COTTOK  CLOTH  EXPORTS. 

ICoanul  Qeneral  George  U.  Scldmorc,  YokobimiLt 

Japan'ii  trade  in  cotton  doth,  saj's  the  Japan  Advertiser,  is  stead- 
ily and  rapidly  rising  to  a  place  of  piominence  and  now  it  is  only 
second  to  raw  silk  as  far  as  the  value  of  exports  is  concerned.  The 
size  of  its  market  is  also  increasing  and  now  even  Latin  America 
is  among  Japan's  buyers. 

British  India  and  China,  two  of  the  most  prominent  buyers  of 
Japanese  cotton  cloth,  send  very  few  fresh  orders,  but  Australia, 
Latin  America,  and  the  South  Pacific  points  are  sending  large  num- 
bers of  inquiries.  Only  the  reduced  supply  of  space  prevents  pur- 
cliases  from  those  points  from  extending  to  later  months  of  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  May  the  trade  of  the  pi-esent  year  in  cotton  cloth 
was  valued  at  77,737,000  yen  ($38,737,920)  against  44,730,000  yen 
($22,2(5,540)  for  the  same  time  of  last  year.  In  point  of  the  magni- 
tude of  shipments  cotton  clotli  is  thus  .sliown  to  be  only  second  to 
raw  silk^the  shipment  of  which  came  up  to  134,338,000  yen  ($GC,900,- 
324),  Further,  its  rapidity  of  increase  was  greater  than  that  for 
any  other  article  on  the  export  list. 

In  some  sense  this  increase  in  business  has  been  brought  about  by 
the  advance  in  prices,  but  it  is  also  to  be  attributed  to  the  rapidly 
increasing  demand  from  overseas  for  Japanese  cloth  as  substitute 
for  Manchester  goods. 

How  the  business  of  Manchester  has  been  falling  into  the  hands 
of  Japanese  weavers  during  the  months  is  shown  that  the  increase 
in  foreign  demand  has  been  particularly  great  in  those  qualities  that 
used  to  be  supplied  by  Manchester,  such  as  drills,  cotton  flannel, 
jeans,  sheetings,  T-cloth,  and  others. 


FXICES  OF  SEIEI)  FRTTTTS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINQDOX. 

tConsul  fJencral  Robert  r.  SUlELcr,  Ixindon,  England,  July  2.] 
The  Ministry  of  Food,  under  date  of  June  25,  1918,  has  directed 
that  from  and  after  July  1  dried  fruits  may  be  sold  at  retail  in  the 
United  Kingdom  at  prices  not  exceeding  the  following: 

pounaT 

Dried  pears $0.  32 

Drii?iJ  oprlcota .  32 

Vnlenctas .28 

Muscatels , ,28 


Sultuua^.. 


Any  otlier  variety  of  ralstns— 

Currnnts 

Pried  plums  nnd  prunes 

Di'ied  penclies  or  nectarines 

Apple  rings 


The  same  order  provides  that  after  July  i,  1918,  mixtures  of  the 
above  fruits  may  not  be  sold  retail  at  a  price  exceeding  the  maximum 
price  of  any  dried  fruit  contained  in  the  mixture. 

Tlie  prices  above  named  may  be  augmented  by  a  charge  of  one  cent 
per  pound  when  delivered. 
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coNsinon  oi  BmHnraHAirs  ihshsteies. 

[Consul  E,  naldt^maa  DeDoisou,  Blrmlagbam,  Englnnil,  Jul;  1.] 

The  Birmingham  Post,  in  a  brief  review  of  locnl  trade  and  indus- 
tries, states  that  it  is  a  matter  for  satisfaction  that  key  industries 
like  coal  mining  and  iron  and  steel  manufacture  are  not  to  be  further 
weakened  by  the  impressment  of  men  for  the  services. 

The  coal  fields  of  the  Birmingham  area  are"  still  being  laid  under 
contribution  for  extra  supplies  in  tlie  interests  of  London  consumers. 
Now  a  call  has  been  made  for  considerable  supplies  for  the  military, 
in  France.  Having  regard  to  the  heavy  drain  on  the  most  virile 
man  power  of  the  industries,  the  decline  in  output  per  man  as  well 
as  in  total  tonnage  is  not  in  itself  a  matter  of  surprise- 

The  metal-rolling  mills  are  well  employed  for  the  most  part, 
though  they  are  no  longer  subject  to  the  sustained  pressure  expe- 
rienced when  the  demand  for  all  descriptions  of  munitions  was  at  its 
heiglit. 

Conditions  are  somewhat  variable  in  the  saddlery,  harness,  and 
general  •  leather  trade.  There  is  still  a  good  deal  of  activity  on 
heavy  harness  and  saddlery  for  the  army.  In  branches  where  con- 
verging circumstances  liave  brought  about  a  curtailment  of  produc- 
tion employment  is  irregular  among  women  operatives. 

Glass  manufacturers  are  exceedingly  busy-  Several  new  furnaces 
have  lately  been  lighted  in  Birmingham,  and  the  district,  principally, 
to  augment  tlie  output  of  bulbs,  cane,  and  tube,  a  new  development  in 
the  local  glass  trade.  Heavy  arrears  of  orders  are  reported  in  every, 
department,  the  industry  having  diverted  its  resources  largely  to  pro- 
duction of  lighting  and  other  glass  formerly  imported.  Another 
new  furnace  is  projected  in  the  Stourbridge  district.  ' 


MEXICO'S  UINEEAL  PRODUCTION  IN  1917. 

(Vice  Cniuul  Lutber  E.  ZnbrlskLC,  Mvilco  City,  July  6.] 

According  to  a  statement  published  in  the  July  5, 1918,  issue  of  the- 
Boletin  Financiero  y  Minero  de  Mexico,  tlie  mineral  production  of 
Mexico,  by  States,  during  the  year  1917  was  as  follows,  the  amount 
being  in  kiloe  of  2.2  poiinds : 


umcnl  and  stale. 

Kilos. 
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EEGTIIAIINa  PBICES  OF  FOODSTUFFS  IN  UBUGUAT. 

[Consul  Wllliani  Dawflon.  Uonlcrldco.  June  15.) 

The  Uru^ayon  National  Subsistence  Board  continues  to  be  active 
along  the  lines  of  price  regulation  and  conservation  of  supplies. 

For  tlie  third  time  in  less  than  two  months  new  niaxim\im  prices 
■were  fixed  for  edible  oils  on  May  20,  1918.  A  decree  of  that  date 
established  after  those  of  April  9,  1918,  and  April  26,  1918,  the  fol- 
lowing prices:  Imported  cottonseed  oil  in  casks,  wholesaler  to  re- 
tailer, per  10  kilos  (22  pounds)  at  the  rate  of  46.9  cents  per  pound; 
retailer  to  consumer,  $4.31  per  gallon ;  cottonseed  oil  packed  in  the 
country,  for  kilo  cans,  including  container,  $1.09  to  retailer  and  $1.14 
to  consumer ;  Spanish  olive  oil,  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds) ,  including  the 
container,  $1.14  to  retailer  and  $1.24  to  consumer;  Italian  olive  oil, 
$1.19  to  retailer  and  $1.29  to  consumer;  French  olive  oil,  $1.40  to  re- 
tailer and  $1.50  to  consumer.  For  other  size  cans  and  bottles  of  cot- 
tonseed and  olive  oils  prices  substantially  in  proportion  to  those  for 
the  1-kilo  size  are  fixed.  For  peanut  oil  made  in  Uruguay  the  fol- 
lowing prices  were  fixed :  First  grade,  51,6  cents  per  pound  to  whole- 
saler, $4.11  per  gallon  to  retailer,  and  $4.81  per  gallon  to  consumer; 
second  grade,  39.9  cents  per  pound  to  wholesaler,  $3.62  per  gallon  to 
retailer,  and  $3.72  per  gallon  to  the  consumer. 

As  between  manufacturer,  wholesaler,  and  retailer,  all  prices  are 
understood  to  bear  5  per  cent  discount  for  cash. 

The  decree  of  May  20, 1918,  states  that  the  new  prices  arc  the  result 
of  variations  in  producing  markets.  A  note  of  the  National  Sub- 
sistence Board  states  that  Brazil  is  now  the  only  exporting  market 
for  cottonseed  oil  and  that  the  price  has  risen  there.  It  further 
states  that  the  price  of  other  imported  oils  has  been  raised  by  15  cen- 
tesimos  per  kilo  (7  cents  per  pound)  or  liter  in  order  to  keep  them  on 
a  level  with  cottonseed  oil  and  also  to  see  if  the  rise  in  price  does  not 
stimulate  sales  and  discourage  hoarding. 

The  maximum  prices  fixed  by  the  decree  of  May  20,  1918,  proved 
to  be  as  short  lived  as  their  predecessors,  for  a  decree  or  June  6,  1918, 
established  new  and  higher  prices  based  on  an  increase  of  5  centesi- 
mos  per  kilo  (2,3  cents  per  pound)  or  liter  on  all  imported  oils. 
Kaxiniiiin  Ftloei  for  Heat. 

For  meat,  a  decree  of  May  20,  1918,  fixed  the  following  maximum 
prices :  Wholesaler  to  retailer,  for  half  or  quarter  carcasses,  delivered 
to  retail  butchers,  clean,  that  is  to  say,  without  head,  fat,  heart,  liver, 
kidneys,  etc.,  at  the  rate  of  8.2  cents  per  pound  for  first  and  7.7  cents 
per  pound  for  second  class.  Retail  butcners  were  authorized  to  sell 
to  the  public  at  the  following  maximum  prices: 


Moat. 

Pri«a    In    L-nitod 
pu  pound. 

Hcst. 

Prio»   Id    United 

S 

meiC. 

tne»t. 

IS* 

i 

11. » 

In 

10,8 

Cntt. 

eS^a^r.:?."?.'::;;: 

COMMEECE  BEPOETS.  327 

A  note  of  the  National  Subsistence  Board  explained  that  prices  are 
based  on  the  average  quotations  of  stock  on  the  hoof,  less  the  value 
of  hides  and  subproducts,  and  plus  expenses  and  a  reasonable  profit 
for  wholesalers.  Consumer's  prices  are  based  on  an  average  gross 
profit  of  31  per  cent  for  the  retail  butcher, 

A  second  decree  of  June  6,  1918,  maintained  the  wholesale  and 
retail  prices  fixed  on  May  20,  1918,  and  added  special  prices  for  a 
few  additional  cuts. 
Xggt — Embargo  on  EeroKne  and  Gasoline — No  Tolerance  In  Wetglit. 

A  decree  of  June  4,  1918,  established  new  maximum  prices  for 
eggs,  as  follows:  To  wholesaler,  39.3  cents;  wholesaler  to  retailer, 
44.5  cents ;  retailer  to  public,  49.6  cents,  all  per  dozen. 

A  decree  of  June  6, 1918,  prohibited,  in  view  of  scarcity,  the  expor- 
tation of  kerosene  and  gasoline,  but  exempted  from  the  embargo  the 
normal  quantities  required  for  tlieir  own  use  by  vessels  arriving  at 
Uruguayan  ports. 

In  compliance  with  a  petition  of  retail  grocers,  the  National  Sub- 
sistence Board  recommended  to  the  government  on  May  15, 1918,  that 
for  sales  of  less  tlian  250  grams  (0.55  pound)  a  tolerance  of  5  per 
cent  in  weight  be  allowed.  By  a  decree  of  June  6, 1918,  the  (Jovern- 
ment  decided  that  such  a  tolerance  could  not  be  authorized  under 
the  terms  of  the  law  of  October  2,  1894,  concerning  weights  and 
measures.  The  retail  grocers  claimed  that  from  the  nature  of  tlieir 
business  and  the  large  number  of  small  sales  it  was  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  comply  with  the  requirements  concerning  exact  weights. 


JAPAN'S  EXPORT  OF  EAW  SILK. 

[Consul  Qcoeral  George  H.  Scldmore,  Tokabama.] 

The  exports  of  raw  silk  from  Yokohama  to  the  United  States  con- 
tinue brisk.  From  July  1,  1917,  to  May  31,  this  year,  the  shipments 
to  the  United  States  and  Europe  amounted  to  208,539  and  32,772 
,  bales,  respectively.  The  figures  show  an  increase  of  12,739  bales,  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  following 
figures  from  the  Japan  Gazette  shows  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  and  Europe  during  the  past  five  years  from  July  1,  the  com- 
mencement of  the  new  silk  season,  to  May  31 : 
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The  average  price  in  1913-14  was  990  yen  ($493)  per  bale;  in 
1914^15,  770  yen  ($383,46) ;  in  1915-16,  1,100  ven  ($548),  in  191Gn7, 
1,180  yen  ($588) ;  and  in  1917-18, 1,000  yen  ($T97). 

[A  previous  report  on  the  raw  silk  trade  of  Japan  was  piiblisheil  In  Cosr- 
liEBcz  Repobts  for  June  1,  1918.] 


JTo  trouble  to  buy,  oheap,  eonvenlent,  a  real  Investment — War  Savtai) 
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OLIVE-OIL  BESEEVOIES  TO  BE  ESTABLISHED  IB   STAVABQEB. 

(Consul  llenrj  C  A.  Dsmm,  StaTaoger,  Notwsy,  Jons  24.] 

Plans  are  being  perfected  for  establishing  in  Stavanger  large 
reservoirs  for  olive  oil  from  which  to  distribute  this  material  to 
the  siiidine  packers  in  this  city  and  elsewhere  in  Norway.  A  firm 
"Aktieselskapet  Oljeimport,  Societe  dlluile  "  has  been  registered  and 
has  acquired  a  site  for  buildings  and  cisterns.  The  capital  of  the 
firm  is  100.000  crowns  {$^6,800)  for  the  time  being,  while  the  plant 
will  cost  300,000  to  400,000  crowns  ($80,400  to  $107^00).  A  French 
company,  which  has  similar  establishments  in  Brussels,  London,  and 
New  York,  is  said  to  be  chiefly  interested  in  the  concern,  but  ^e 
majority  of  the  stock  in  the  proposed  Stavanger  branch  is  to  he  in 
the  hands  of  Norwegians, 

The  object  is  to  import  olive  oil  in  tank  ships,  from  which  it  is  to 
be  pumped  into  the  cisterns.  From  there  the  sardine  packers  can 
obtain  their  supplies  as  they  need  them.  This  will  obviate  the  tying 
up  of  laiT^e  sums  of  money  in  stocks  of  oil  and  will  save  losses  caused 
by  leakage  when  the  importation  is  made  in  barrels,  as  is  now  done. 
The  project  is.  therefore,  of  great  importance  to  the  Stavanger  fish- 
canning  industry. 

The  company  has  purchased  a  site  on  which  will  be  erected  a  build- 
ing containing  tank  cisterns,  each  with  a  capacity  of  20.000  liters 
(5,284  gallons) ,  600,000  liters  in  all.  It  is  planned  to  build  a  pipe 
line  to  the  wharf,  so  that  the  oii  can  be  pumped  from  the  tank  steamer 
dii'octly  into  the  reservoirs.  Absolute  cleanliness  is  to  be  assured,  the 
reservoirs  being  porcelain  lined  and  filtration  apparatus  will  be  in- 
stalled. A  heating  plant  will  keep  the  oil  at  the  proper  temperature. 
Spanish,  French,  Italian,  and  Leventine  olive  oil  will  he  kept  in  stock. 

The  erection  of  the  establishment  will  not  be  begun  at  once,  owing 
to  the  high  cost  of  building  material  and  labor  at  present,  but  may 
await  the  conchtsi<Hi  of  the  war. 


GEBUAN  TAXATION  OF  lUBTTFACTUBED  VIQ  IBON. 

(Consul  Genera]  Albcrl  naUtead,  SEocklialui,  Swcileo,  Jul;  1.) 

The  Swedish  Trade  Journal  for  June  contains  the  following  infor- 
mation concerning  the  anticipated  German  taxation  of  manufactured 
pig  iron : 

A  Government  tax  of  10  marks  ($2.38)  per  manufactured  ton  of 
pig  iron  is  anticipated.  Confidential  discussions  have  been  going 
on  in  Berlin  between  the  Government  and  the  iron  industry.  On  Gei^ 
many's  present  production  the  tax  should  be  approximately  about 
200,000,000  marks  ($47,600,000)  yearly.  Foreign  purchasers  of  Ger- 
man iron  and  steel  must  necessarily  bear  this  tax,  as  well  as  the  re- 
cently introduced  coal  tax  of  20  per  cent  of  its  value.  The  prices 
(Jermany  in  the  future  may  demand  for  its  iron  and  steel  will  be 
dependent  no  doubt  on  what  its  comxjetitors  demand. 


Swedish  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Switzerland. 

Consul  William  P.  Kent  reports  from  Berne,  Switzerland,  undra 
date  of  June  24  that  a  Swedish  Chamber  of  (Commerce  has  recently 
been  established  in  the  city  of  Basel,  Switzerland.      ^     ,    ChH»"*Ic 
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PETBOLEIIK  DEVSLOPHSirr  Hr  COLOMSIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Joliii  A.  Dqdd,  Barriuiqulllii,  June  SO.] 

A  Pennsylvania  corporation  lias  been  engaged  in  prospecting  the 
territory  covered  by  an  important  concession  in  the  interior  of  Co- 
lombia in  what  appear  to  bo  oil-bearing  lands  during  the  past  two 
years  and  early  in  April  of  this  year  brought  in  a  well  that  gives 
promise  of  being  a  good  producer,  tapping  the  oil-hearing  strata 
at  about  J,500  feet.  Oil-bearing  sands  were  also  passed  tlirough  at 
500  and  1,200  foot  depths.  This  well,  unfinislied  as  it  stands,  is  said 
to  be  good  for  from  1,000  to  2,000  barrels  per  day  of  light,  asphalt- 
base  oil. 

This  company  is  operating  on  the  Colorado  River,  about  35  miles 
east  of  the  Magdalena  Kiver  at  Barranca  Bermeja,  or  about  420  ■ 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Jfagdalena.  The  company  has  also  a 
second  well  drilling  and  it  has  reached  a  depth  of  about  740  feet 
and  is  reported  to  be  in  a  very  promising  formation. 

Several  efforts  have  been  made  at  various  times  to  develop  oil 
in  Colombia  in  commercial  quantities,  but  without  previous  success. 
Various  wells  have  been  drilled  near  Puerto  Colombia  by  a  Canadian 
and,  lattr,  an  American  company;  south  of  Barranquilla  by  a  Cali- 
fornia promotor :  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Sinn  River  by  an  American 
company,  but  none  have  proven  producei-s. 

A  New  York  company  is  now  drilling  near  Mariquita,  along  the 
La  Dorada  Extension  Railway,  200  miles  to  the  south  of  the  Tropical 
Oil  Co.'s  workings.  Various  other  American .  companies  have  done 
superficial  exploration  work  in  Colombia  and  some  have  secured  ex- 
tensive optional  leases  on  lands  supposed  to  be  oil  bearing,  but  only 
those  mentioned  have  done  any  active  mechanical  work. 

After  the  termination  of  the  war  it  is  expected  the  oil  fields  of 
Colombia  will  meet  with  considerable  development  at  the  hands  of 
American  and  other  foreign  interests. 


FISHERIES  LAWS  TO  BE  EHFORCED. 
Preliminary  arrangements  have  l>een  made  by  the  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  to  send  10  men  to  Alaska  to  act  as  stream  watchmen  or 
special  wardens  to  prevent  nolations  of  the  fisheries  laws.  Five 
of  these  men  are  to  be  detailed  for  duty  in  southeastern  Alaska 
under  Inspector  Walker,  while  the  other  five  will  report  to  Assistant 
Agent  Ball,  it  being  the  intention  to  have  two  on  duty  at  Copper 
River,  one  at  Bering  River,  one  at  Prince  William  Sound,  ana  the 
other  at  Cook  Inlet.  Their  services  will  be  dispensed  with  at  the 
close  of  the  active  fishing  season.  It  is  believed  that  the  employment 
of  these  stream  watchmen  will  do  much  toward  preventing  viola- 
tions of  the  fishery  laws  and  i-egulations. 


Kequest  for  Trade  Jonraals  ^m  Bnrraa. 
Consul  Lawrence  P.  Briggs  writes  that  the  Rangoon  considate 
wonid  be  glad  to  receive  for  its  commercial  reading  room  trade  jour- 
nals representative  of  the  industries  of  that  district,  viz,  agriculture, 
particnlarly  rice  cultivation,  rubber  cultivation,  forestry  and  lum- 
benng,  oil  drilling  and  refining,  mining,  motor-boat  navigation,  and 
shipbuilding.  -  Jc 
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LACES  &im  ESBSOIDEBIES  IN  VENEZITGIA. 

ICoDBUl  nomcr  Brett,  La  Giialn,  July  1.] 

In  tho  statistics  of  importations,  laces  and  embroideries  are  giveu 
under  the  heads  of  "  encajes  "  and  "  passementerie,"  The  first  relates 
more  or  less  exclusively  to  lacos,  while  the  second  includes  embroid- 
eries, ribbons,  dress  trimmings,  and  some  other  similar  articles. 
These  headings  have  not  been  set  forth  separately  in  the  import 
statistical  tables  until  recently.  For  the  second  six  months  of 
1916  importations  of  cotton  laces  amounted  to  $73,970,  and  of  cotton 
"  passementerie  "  to  $70,568 ;  for  the  first  half  of  1917  the  figures  were, 
respectively,  $63^835  and  $6,274.  In  both  cases  the  figures  were  ex- 
.  chisivo  of  large  importations  made  by  parcel  post,  a  method  greatly 
favored  for  this  and  similar  lines,  for  the  reasons  that  duties  are 
levied  upon  net  instead  of  gross  weights,  consular  invoices  are  not 
reqiiii'ed,  and  the  probability  of  customs  difficulties  are  greatly  re- 
duced. 

There  are  no  "  native  costumes "  in  Venezuela  except,  peihaps,  in 
remote  districts.  In  the  cities  American  and  French  fashion  maga- 
zines are  received  promptly  and  are  followed  with  great  fidelity.  In 
the  making  of  clothes  for  babies  and  small  children  tliere  is  a  ten- 
dency to  use  much  more  lace  and  embroidery  than  is  now  customary 
in  the  United  States.  Cotton  and  linen  clothing  can  be  worn  the  year 
round  in  most  Venezuelan  cities,  and  this  leads  to  a  greater  propor- 
tional use  of  laces  and  trimmings  among  the  more  well-to-do;  but  in 
considering  the  market  here  it  should  always  be  remembered  that  the 
mass  of  the  population  has  small  purchasing  power,  and  that  the 
whole  number  of  people  able  to  pui-chase  anything  above  the  barest 
necessities  probably  does  not  exceed  200,000  in  all  Venezuela. 

In  sales  of  cotton  textiles  and  knitted  goods  of  cotton,  American 
trade  has  made  tremendous  strides  in  the  last  few  years,  but  so  far 
little  progress  is  apparent  in  sales  of  those  manufactures  of  cot- 
ton the  production  of  which  involves  the  use  of  less  material  and 
of  more  labor.  Handkerchiefs,  towels,  ribbons,  laces,  embroideries, 
sewing  thread,  etc.,  still  come  from  Europe  almost  entirely. 


REDUCED  PRODUCTION  OF  EENEQUEN. 

The  scarcity  of  labor  in  Yucatan  fields  has  been  the  cause  of  a  de- 
crease in  the  production  of  henequen  this  year,  according  to  an  item 
in  El  Economista,  of  Mexico  City,  June  4,  1918,  Last  year  the  crop 
amounted  to  about  1,000,000  bales  of  fiber,  but  it  is  expected  that  this 
year's  crop  will  be  only  about  900,000.  On  account  of  increased 
wages  the  worliers  on  the  plantations  need  to  work  only  two  or  three 
days  in  the  week  to  earn  enough  money  to  cover  living  expenses. 


OTEEPEODUCTION  OF  HEMP  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 
(Consul  Oeaeral  Alfrfil  A,  'ninalow,  AuckLand,  June  14.] 
Owing  to  overproduction  as  a  result  of  the  shortage  of  shipping, 
the  hemp  (Phormium  tcnax)  mills  in  Nepf  Zealand  are  compelled  to 
close  down  for  a  time,  which  now  is  fixed  for  two  months,  and  pos- 
sibly they  may  be  compelled  to  remain  closed  for  a  longer  period 
unless  shipping  conditions  greatly  improve. 
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EXPORTS  OF  BEEAD8TITPFS,  HEATS,  ETC,  FOR  FISCAL  TEAB. 

Tlie  following  statement  of  exports  of  domestic  breadstuffs,  cotton- 
seed  oil,  meat,  and  dairy  products,  cotton,  and  mineral  oils,  from  tlie 
United  States  for  .Tune  and  the  12  months  ended  June  1ms  just  been 
completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  De- 
partment of  Commerce: 
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Tannery  for  Jatland. 

It  is  planned  to  build  a  large  tannery  in  Eshjerg,  Jutland,  to  treat 

the  hides  from  the  Jutland  export  slaughterhouses  and  wse  the  bark 

from  the  Jutland  forests.     Behind  these  plans  is  probably  the  new 

shoe  trust,  M.  J.  Ballins  S0nner  and  Hertz  Garveiier  og  Skofatjs- 
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TEE  SFICE  TEASE  OF  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

tCoQsul  JoLd  W.  Dye.  Port  EUmbetb,  Cope  ProTlnce,  Stsy  8.] 
Tlio  imports  of  spices  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during  tJie 
calendar  year  1917  were  valued  at  $'257,317,  contrasted  with  a  value 
of  $164,503  in  191C,  $143,08G  in  1915,  and  $110,448  in  1914.  A  gaia 
of  $76,409  in  cloves  during  the  year  accounts  for  most  of  this  in- 
crease, as  the  following  statement  shows : 
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The  increase  in  quantity  was  not  so  marked  as  was  the  rise  in 
value,  South  Africa  s  spice  imports  in  1917  totaling  1.430,209  pounds 
compared  with  1,13S,G59  pounds  in  1916,  1,218,473  pounds  in  1915, 
and  1,048,750  pounds  in  1914.  The  principal  countries  supplying 
these  imports  were : 
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Poi-t  Elizabeth's  share  of  the  above-mentioned  pepper  imports 
was  49,355  pounds,  valued  at  $ld,S75,  and  of  all  the  rest,  72,365 
pouDds,.n-as  valued  at  $11,602. 
Posslbte  OpeniBC  far  Americui  Groand  8plo«s. 

Since  the  war  started  much  more  spice  has  been  imported  in  bulk 
into  South  Africa  and  ground  here  than  previously.  This  is  due  to 
former  sources  of  .suppfy  of  ground  spice  being  shut  off  or  reduced. 
At  present  both  white  and  black  pepper  in  140-pouad  bags  is  being 
imported  from  Singapore;  cassia,  in  10  to  80  pound  chests,  from 
Chma ;  dry  ginger,  in  150-pound  casks  or  bags,  from  Singapore,  and 
in  1,  2,  and  4  pound  jars,  from  China;  cloves,  in  140-pound  bales, 
from  Zanzibar;  and  nutmegs,  in  bulk,  from  Zanzibar  and  from  Singa- 
pore. 

Whole  allspice,  aniseed,  caraway,  cloves,  coriander  seed,  ginger, 
mace,  nutmegs,  and  pepper  (both  white  nnd  black)  arc  normally 
imported  in  4,  7,  and  14  pound  cans,  principally  from  England. 
Ground  allspice,  cassia,  cloves,  cinnamon,  ginger,  mace,  mixed  spice, 
nntmeg,  and  pepper  are  imported  in  4,  7,  and  14  pound  cans  and  in 
tHie-half  and  1  ounce  packages,  also  chiefly  from  England.  There 
should  bo  a  good,  though  not  extensive,  market  for  American  ground 
Bpioes  in  South  Africa,  especially  if  packed  in  small,  attractive  cans 
or  packages  ready  for  the  retailer. 

Spices,  ground  or  unground,  come  under  No.  43  of  the  customs 
tariff  and,  upon  importation  into  this  country  from  the  United 
.  States,  are  dutiable  at  the  rale  of  2^  pence  ($0,045)  per  pound. 

[A  list  of  firms  wblcb  furndle  or  use  (^)lces  or  wUlch  mlgtit  be  IntercBted  In 
ft  proposition  to  act  as  agents  of  American  spice  esporters  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Burean  of  Foreign  nnd  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  and  cooper- 
ative offices  npoa  referring  in  file  No.  10M21.1 


PUECHASE  OF  ELECTMC  LOCOMOTIVES  FOE  SWISS  EAUWAY. 

[TIco  Consul  J.  C.  Uenally,  Zuclcb,  July  L) 

The  Swiss  Federal  Government  has  authorized  the  expenditure  by 
the  Federal  Railways  of  the  sum  of  16^00,000  francs  ($3,242,000) 
for  the  purchase  of  20  electric  locomotives,  10  of  which  are  to  be 
delivered  by  the  Maschinenfabrik  Oerlikon,  at  Oerlikon,  near  Zurich, 
and  10  by  the  Aktieugesellschaft  Brown,  Boveri  &  Co.,  of  Baden, 
Switzeriaiid.  It  is  understood  that  the  macliinery  parts  of  all  of  these 
locomotives  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Swiss  Locomotive  &  Machine 
Worfcs  in  .WintortJiur. 

Attention  has  also  been  called  to  the  'fact  that  on  account  of  the 
increased  cost  of  raw  materials  the  cost  of  these  locomotives  is  three 
times  as  much  as  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 


FUEL  OIL  FOE  JAPAMESE  HAVT. 

[Conxnl  Hnx  D.  Klrjnsflod,  Tnlbokn,  TaliraD,  Jniirr  IZ.] 
The  Japan  Advertiser  of  June  7,  reports  that  "  a  party  of  experts 
and  navy  men  will  leave  fo^'  Taiwan  Monday,  June  10,  to  start  pros- 
pecting of  oil  fields  in  the  island  colony.  The  Japanese  navy  has 
discovered  two  promising  fields  there  and  now  the  un'lcitakmg  is 
being  carried  on  wilh  the  assistance  of  the  Xipi>on  Oil  Co." 
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DTCIIEASE  IN  SOUTH  AFBICAN  HAILWAY  RATES. 

[CoDaul  General  Oporite  H.  Murphy,  Cape  Town,  Maj  14.J 

The  Dcpsrtnient  of  Railways  and  Harbors  of  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  gave  notice  on  May  10,  191S,  that  on  and  after  May  11, 
1918,  the  following  additions  would  be  made  in  fares  and  freight 
rates: 

Passenger  fares. — A  surcharge  of  2J  per  cent  on  all  single  and 
return- journey  passenger  fares,  ordinaiy,  special,  excursion,  and 
concession,  with  a  minimum  of  Id.  ($0.(hJ)  and  a  maximum  of  ds. 
($1.22). 

On  all  season  tickets,  boolis  of  tickets,  trip  bearer  tickets,  mile- 
age coupon  books,  a  surcharge  of  5  per  cent,  with  a  minimum  of 
Id. 

Live  stock. — A  terminal  charge  of  Is.  ($0.24)  per  large  animal 
and  per  seven  or  less  small  animals,  subject-to  no  greater  increase 
in  the  railage  charge  than  50  per  cent  being  made. 

Goods  and  mineral  traffic. — On  all  classes  of  traffic  in  schedules  1 
to  15,  inclusive,  a  terminal  charge  of  2s.  Gd.  ($0,01)  per  ton,  subject 
to  the  proviso  that  no  addition  exceeding  50  per  cent  of  tlie  railage 
rate  shall  be  made. 

On  traffic  classified  at  Tariff  16  and  lower,  a  terminal  of  6d. 
($0.12)  per  ton,  except  on  the  following  commodities,  which  will 
be  subject  to  a  terminal  charge  of  Is.  8d.  ($0.41)  per  ton:  Cement; 
channels  and  channeling;  cement  blocks  and  bricks;  chimney  pots; 
concrete  steps,  sills,  and  wall  coping;  coke  breeze  partition  plates;, 
flower  pots;  firebricks  and  fireclay  blocks;  lime  (1-ton  lots  and 
under) ;  magnesite  liner  blocks  for  tube  mills;  piping,  earthen  and 
concrete;  soda  ore  (crude  or  dried — calcined);  tiles,  roofing  and 
paving;  timber,  rough,  including  fencing  poles,  firewood,  and  mine 
props ;  treacle  for  cattle  feeding,  etc. 


COLOHBU  HOLDS  HNANCIAL  CONFERENCE. 

tCharg^  d'ABalres  Terrj  Eclcleo,  American  I-egallon,  Bogota,  June  20.] 

A  financial  conference  composed  of  representatives  from  the  cham- 
bers of  commerce  of  Bogota,  Barranciiiilla,  Cuciita,  Tunjn,  Medellin, 
Manizales,  Bucaramanga,  and  Pasto,  and  the  Departments  of  Cauca, 
Huila,  and  Tolima  held  its  first  session  on  June  17.  The  conference, 
which  convened  on  the  invitation  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Bogota,  will  study,  among  other  matters,  the  drop  in  foreign  ex- 
change and  whether  an  effort  should  be  made  to  remedy  it;  and  if  so, 
by  what  means;  the  question  whether  there  exists  a  scarcity  of  cir- 
culating medium,  and  if  so,  what  means  should  be  employed  to  rem- 
edy this  deficiency ;  and  the  fiscal  crisis  and  what  shoidd  be  done  to 
eit 


Screw  Futener  for  Wool  Bales. 
The  Melbourne  Age  says  that  Mr,  Savillo  "VVhiting,  of  Melbourne, 
has  patented  a  screw  fastener  for  wool  bale  bands.     He  claihis  that 
his  fastener  will  enable  the  bales  to  be  made  tighter,  and  that  the 
stamping  of  the  bands  will  be  unnecessary,  thus  enabling  the  use  of 
thinner  and  narrower  bands  and  effecting  a  saving  of  much  steel. 
Members  of  the  wool  advisory  committee  have  tested  the  inven- 
tion, which  answered  all  the  tests  satisfactorily.  /  -  i 
''                           CnOOgIC 


COUMEBOE  EEPOBTS.  ^  335 

QOVERNVENT  WOOIrFUBGHASE  SCHEHE  IK  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

[Coatul  Geoeral  GfotSK  U.  UurpliJ,  Cape  Town,  Ms;  4.] 
The  Cape  Argus  of  May  3  published  the  following  item,  giving 
the  full  figures  of  the  South  African  wool  clip  of  1917-18  and  of  the 
sales  to  the  British  Government,  the  United  States,  and  Japan : 

In  the  assembly  this  morning,  in  reply  to  a  questiou  aaked  by  Air.  CoDroy, 
M.  L.  A.,  the  minister  of  agriculture  stated  :  The  number  of  bales  offered  In  the 
Qrst  instance  to  the  Imperial  Giovemment  was  I90,GGU.  The  Dumber  of  l»iles 
withdrawn  from  ttie  sabeme,  duplicate,  and  bogus  registration  was  71.286.  Tiie 
number  of  bales  valued  up  to  March  31  last  was  S3,34C,  leaving  a  balance  of 
26,037  bales  still  to  be  appraised.  The  average  price  paid  for  the  wool  valued 
was  13.35d.  [$0^1  per  grease  pound.  The  niimber  of  bales  of  ivool  at  the  porta 
awaltliie  shipment  July  31,  1917,  was  107,731.  The  estimated  clip  for  the  sea- 
son 1917-18  was  490,000.  This  estimate  Is  arrived  at  by  (akint;  the  average 
quantity  of  bales  exported  from  Sonth  Africa  durini;  the  last  live  years,  and 
owing  to  the  season  throughout  the  Union  having  been  exceptionally  good  Is 
likely  to  exceed  SOO.OOO  bales.  Number  of  bales  left  In  the  Government  scheme 
after  withdrawals,  119.383.  Number  oi  bales  of  last  season's  wool  left  in  open 
market.  47^848. 

The  quantity  of  grease  wool  sold  In  o|)en  marliet  and  shipped  duriug  the 
period  August  1.  1917,  and  March  .11,  191S,  was  194,247  bales,  or  06,044,127 
pounds,  valued  at  £4,010,992  [?23 ,899.340],  average  price  IT.SOd.  [$0.3G]  per 
pouiM),  of  which  101.953  Ixiles  were  shipped  to  America,  89,337  bales  to  Japan, 
and  2,2T0  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Ttie  auantity  of  scoured  wool  shipped  during 
the  same  |>erlod  was  8,429,094  pounds,  value  £1,401,970  [86,322.085],  average 
price  38.93i).  [$0.81]  per  pound,  of  which  7,185322  pounds  went  to  America  and 
966.735  pouods  to  Japan,  making  a  total  grease  and  scoured  equivalent  to  bates 
of  grease  of  260,080.  Tha  quantity  sold  In  open  market  and  awaiting  shipment 
was  equivalent  to  108.592  bales  Id  grease  and  the  number  of  bales  at  porta  for 
dpen  market  unsold  March  31,  1018,  was  equivalent  In  grease  to  85,774  bales. 
The  estimated  balance  of  wool  for  open  market  ^ill  up  counti-y  is  18,002  bales. 

[Earlier  references  to  the  purchase  of  the  South  African  wool  clip 
bv  the  British  Government  appeared  in  Commerce  Kepobts  for  Sept. 
20, 1917,  and  Jan.  5,1918.] 


FLATWABE  IN  BOLIVIA. 

Special  Agent  S.  W,  Rosenthal,  writing  from  Oruro,  Bolivia,  states 
that  flatware,  both  silver  plated  and  ordinary,  is  handled  by  many  of 
the  hardware  firms  in  that  section.  The  ware  is  in  medium  and  cheap 
grades  and  has  heretofore  come  from  France,  England,  and  Ger- 
many. The  better  grades  are  either  entirely  plain  or  with  simple  de- 
signs. Stocks  are  reported  to  be  very  low.  European  silver-plated 
hollow  ware  is  practically  sold  out,  and  this  offers  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  American  manufacturers  if  tlicy  are  in  a  position  to 
deliver  the  goods. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOEEIOR  AND  SOUESIIC  COUUEBOE. 

COOPEKITITE  OFFICES. 
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POKEIGN  TBADE  OPPORTUHITIES. 
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,   ..  on  a  scriVBtr  nht^t  and  atate 

, pean   dops   nat   turdiah   credit   rBllngH   or  asBUme 

Ibltlty  HB  to  Hie  BtandlUK  of  lorclgn  Inquirers:  the  usual  iirecauUoDB  sbould  be 
Q  all  caaoH.  ^jmbala :  ■  Roparted  by  American  coDsular  offlcen  ;  t  Iteparted  bf 
'clal  uttacbte  and  commercial  acentB ;  J  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 
■tdrrlnv  ttic  (ollan-tiis  "  opportnnltlea  "  apeotal  r«KBr<l  nboalil  be 
llie  lawn  aad  ■reB>'I*'tloiiB  o^overnlBK  export  lIcenBea  and  IradlDS 
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27210.*— The  representative  of  the  public  works  flepnrtment  of  a  foreign  country 

.    desires  to  purchase  for  the  Government  12  bui-l;eta  for  a  bucket  dredeer,  as 

shon'n  In  druwlogs  and  spcciflcatlons  ivlilcli  tnny  be  eiatniued  at  the  Biireaa 

or  Its  district  ufllces.     (Uefcr  to  file  Ko.  103321).    Correspondence  should  be 

.    In  French. 

27220.t— A  mnn  from  Costa  Rica,  who  Is  at  present  In  the  United  States,  de- 
,  sires  to  secure  nn  agency,  on  n  commission  basis,  for  the  sole  of  electrical 
'  goods,  steel  pipes,  mlil;  evaporators,  galvnnlied  Iron,  agricoltunil  Implements, 
automobiles  and  accessories,  railway  material,  machinery,  typewriters,  safes. 
Ice  chests,  pianos,  gold  and  silver  ware,  cement,  porcelain,  fruits,  beverages, 
sblrts,  underwear,  neckties,  yams,  collars,  hosiery,  buttons,  chemicals,  drugs, 
perfumes,  paints,  varnishes,  machine  oil,  leather,  upper  leather,  shoemakers' 
supplies,  and  wrapping  paper.  Payment  will  be  made  by  cash  by  New  York 
commission  hous^e.    References.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 


27223.' — A  mon  tn  Switzerland  wishes  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  alt 
kinds  of  foodstuffs.  Payment  will  be  made  BKolust  slilppiug  docuineots.  Cor- 
respondence should  be  In  French.    Iteterencea. 

27224.t — A  company  In  Cuba  wishes  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  toothpick  machinery.    Prices  and  (ull 

information  should  bo  submitted.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

27225.*— A  firm  In  England  Is  in  the  market  for  bicycle  frames.  Quotations 
may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  otlicr  United  States  port  Payment  will 
be  arranged  by  letter  of   credit.     Reference. 

27226. "—A  manufacturer  In  Spain  wishes  to  purchase  carbolic  acid  and  other 
tar  products.  Payment  will  be  made  at  destination  on  delivery  of  sUipying 
documents.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English,   ^loferences. 

27227.*— An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  mnn  In  France  for  tlie  sale  of  upeclal  chemi- 
cal products  for  dyeing  silk,  and  other  iiharmncoulical  and  chemical  products. 

Correspondence  may  be  In  English.     Reference. 

27228.t— An  established  wholesale  firm  In  Bolivia  Is  In  the  market  for  table 
cutlery  and  silver-plated  flat  and  hollow  ware.    Cheap  asd  medium  grades 

are  preferrwl.    Catalogues,   price  lists,  and   samples  should   be  submitted 
wherever  possible.    Iteforcuces. 
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The  War  Trade  Board,  by  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  E.  176),  lins 
placed  rattans  and  reeds  on  the  list  of  restricted  imports.  All  out- 
standing licenses  have  been  revoked  as  to  ocean  shipments  made 
after  August  5,  1918.  Hereafter  no  licenses  for  the  importation  of 
rattans  and  reeds  will  be  issued,  except  for  shipments  from  Canada 
or  Mexico  by  other  than  ocean  transportation,  and  except  further 
for  shipments  coming  as  return  cargo  from  convenient  European 
ports  or  from  convement  Mediterranean  North  African  ports,  an<l 
then  only  when  coming  from  a  convenient  port  where  loading  can 
be  done  without  delay. 

TrBUGTTAT  MODIFIES  SHIFFIHG  BEQUIATIONS. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  MontcTldeo,  May  IT.] 

Article  7  of  the  decree  of  April  26,  1917,  governing  Vnigiiayan 
maritime  registry  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  June  7, 1917)  provides 
that  vessels  with  Uruguayan  registry  must  make  each  year  at  least 
two  round  trips  to  Uruguayan  ports,  in  default  of  which  they  will  be 
held  to  forfeit  their  registry. 

Owners  of  sailing  vessels  have  complained  that  the  application  of 
this  rule  to  all  vessels  without  distinction  between  steamers  and 
sailing  vessels  places  the  latt«r  at  a  disadvantage.  By  a  decree  of 
May  14,  1918,  the  Government  has  now  determined  that  Article  7 
of  the  decree  of  April  26,  1917,  will  apply  only  to  steam  vessels. 
Sailing  vessels  with  Uruguayan  registry  must,  in  order  to  retain  the 
same,  make  at  least  one  round  trip  to  Uruguay  each  year. 

ITo  trouble  ta  bar,  Qbeap,  convenient.a  real  Investment — War  Saving  Stamyi. 
07B70' — 18  337        I 
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CHAHOES  IN  "ESSMY  TRAlOKa  USf . 

The  following  additions  to  the  Enemy  Trading  List  hare  been 
announced  by  the  War  Trade  Board  as  of  July  26: 

Aspirl,  Stelu  &  Co.,  Buenos  Aires. 

Friz,  TheoUoro,  Bueoos  Aires. 

Gonzalos.  Tonias,  Buenos  AlKS. 

Ptson  y  Pablo,  Juna,  Calle  Paraguay  2547,  Buenos  Aires. 

Willers,  F.,  &  Co.,  Buenos  Aires. 

BBAZn. 


CHUJE. 
Frank,  Dr.  Miguel,  StuiUago, 
Homy,  A.  C,  Iqulque. 
Hubenbecber,  Teodoro,  Sautlago. 
Sylvester,  Rudolph,  Santiago. 
Wolratli,  A.,  Santiago. 

(XOiOMBU. 

Plncbert,  W.,  Tumaco. 


Bemal,  Federlco,  Habana. 

da  Cuban*  de  ComlBClonee  y  Boprenentadones,  Sol  74,  Hnbana, 

Oswald,  Carl,  Habana. 


Eaiaer,  GuiUermo,  Quito. 

Wnckert,  W. 

Tacacela,  Juan,  Blobnsiba. 


aiTATBKALA. 


Alvarado  &  Co.,  Que7,altonango. 

Candelarin  PlnutiitioDS,  Xolliultz.  Quezaltenaogo. 

Obocota  Plantagen  Gesellachaft,  Hazateuaogo,  Sochi tepequea. 

Hockmeyer  Hermnnos,  Costa  Cues. 

La  LlbertatL  Plnntatlon,  Costa  Cuca. 

Socledad  Gomercial  <ie  Ceiiiro  America,  Guatemala  City, 

HAITI. 

Helmcke,  Edmund,  Port  au  Prince. 
Kuen,  Dr.,  Auk  Caye.s. 
Plinnnadc  Centrale,  Aux  Cayes. 
Sclilel,  Karl,  Aus  Cayes. 

MEXICO. 

Acacia,  I<a  {Enrique  del  Rio),  Vera  Crux. 

Almacen  de  Bopa  (MenendeB  y  Henaano),  Orizaba. 

Andresen,  Juan,  Uruapam. 

Andrescn,  Luis,  Morelio. 

Ardneagn  y  Sotres,  Mexico  City. 

Ayub  Hermanos  (La  Cludad  de  Coastantlikiple),  OUbualina. 

Ayub,  Felipe  (La  Palestlna),  Chlhuahoa. 

Ayub,  G.,  &  Co.  (La  Caso  Blanca),  Chihuahua. 

Ayub,  Salaninn  (La  Vlolcta),  Chihuahua.  ., 

Aztec  Land  Co.,  Mexico  City. 

Barata,  La  (Carlos  Deeg),  Mexico  City. 
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Basol,  Juan  (EI  Telegroplio),  Torreon, 

Bussler,  G.,  Mexico  City. 

Bauer,  Alfredo,  Mexico  City. 

Bersenger,  Bmlllo,  Mexico  City. 

Boker,  Robert,  &  Co.,  Mexico  City. 

Botlca  Alemana  (Jorge  E>orD),  Orizaba,       ^ 

Botlca  Nueva  (Julio  Juuckeus),  Monterey, 

Bujdub  y  JulifTe,  Torreon. 

Oangas  Hermanos,  Vera  Crus. 

CaDavati  Uerniaoos,  Torreon. 

Cnnavati,  A.,  Henuanos,  Chlhunhna. 

CaoavatI,  Juan  (La  Cludad  de  Londres),  Cliihualiua. 

Cnsa  Blanca.  La  (G.  Ayub  &  Co.),  Chihuahua. 

Cludad  de  Constantinople,  La  (Ayub  Hermanos),  Chihuahua. 

Ciudad  de  Londres,  Ia  (Juan  CannTatl),  Cblhuahua. 

Coiuerclai  de  Monterey,  Cla.,  Monterey. 

Cuervo,  Jose,  Guadalajara. 

Deutsche  Haus,  Orizat>a. 

Dorn,  Jorge  (Botlca  Alemana),  Orizaba. 

Elholo,  Jose,  Mexico  City. 

Estrella,  La  (Jose  Sollveraa  &.  Co..  S.  en  C),  Mexico  City. 

Fabrica  Villa  Union,  8.  A.,  Villa  Union. 

Falsi,  Oscar,  Colima. 

Fatuch  &  Nogaim  (La  Palma),  Chihuahua. 

Fatuch,  Salliu,  Ohlhualiua. 

Fichtner,  Dr.  Curios,  Jlexico  City. 

Garza.  Ausinclo  de  la,  Monterey. 

OlUman,  Paul,  Vera  Cruz. 

Gottlieb,  Leon  P.  (La  i'rlucesa),  Torreon. 

Gehehd,  Cesar,  Monterey. 

Gonzales,  Jose  Moterey. 

Gottsclialb,  W.,  Mexico  Clly. 

Grossman,  Bruno,  Alexico  City. 

Haas,  Ro1>ert,  Merlda. 

Haas,  Rudolfo  (La  Suiaa  Kelojeria),  Monterey. 

Hngemnn,  William,  Mexico  City. 

Halm,  Guillermo,  y  Cla,  Monterey. 

Hahn,  Hueo.  Mexico  City. 

Ha  Jen,  Ernesto,  Monterey. 

Hai'dt,  Carlos,  Morelia. 

Haupt  &  GiUeuIg,  Mexico  City. 

Hnuser  &  Musswltz  (Saloon  Berlin),  Vera  Cruz, 

Heuer,  Adoifo,  Mexico  City. 

Huseman  &  Grebe  {La.  Peria),  Taniplco. 

Jauckens,  Julio  (Botlca  Nueva),  Monterey, 

Kalilc,  Gulllernio,  Tapacliula. 

Karan,  Salauion.  Uruapnin. 

Ketelsen,  Carlos,  Ciilhuaiiua. 

Klaeger,  Fwlerlco.  Monterey. 

Klosteruiand,  E.  K.,  Torreon. 

Knapp.  Roberto,  Mexico  City. 

Krellnger,  Francisco,  Mexico  City. 

Krueger  Bros.,  San  Geronlmo. 

Kuliloian,  Federlco,  Mexico  City, 

Ledgerman,  Enrique,  Mexico  City. 

Leiimacher,  Johan,  Mexico  City. 

Llndacher,  Gustavo  (La  Vloleta),  Morella. 

Maaa,  Ernesto,  Orizaba. 

Mcnendez  y  Hermano  (Almacen  de  Ropa),  Orizaba. 

Mens,  Carlos,  Mexico  City, 

Meyer,  Franz,  Mexico  City. 

Mumm,  Carlos,  Monterey. 

Morguruza  A:  Munlz,  Tamplco. 

Musswltz,  GnHlermo,  Vera  Cruz, 

Nassar  Hermanos,  Torreon. 

Navarro  HermanoB,  Uruapam. 
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Neumaler,  Otto,  Orizaba. 

Perez  y  Arce,  Tamplco. 

Fesquira  Sues.,  Vera  Cruz. 

Perla,  La  (Husemon  &  Grebe),  Tamplco. 

Prlnwsa,  La  (Leon  P.  Gottlieb),  Torreoo. 

Puente,  Jose  R.,  Monterey. 

Rio,  Eurlquo  del  (La  Acacia),  Vera  Cruz. 

Saloon  Berllu  (Hnuser  &  Musswlts!),  Vera  Cruz. 

Schweitzer,  Leon,  Monterey. 

Seuac,  Santos,  Gunymns. 

Sollveras.  Jose.  &  Co.,  S.  en  C.  (La  EetreUa,  Mexico  Ci^. 

aollveras,  Jose,  Mexico  City. 

Stein,  Carlos,  Mexico  City. 

Strafisburger,  Carlos,  Mexico  City. 

Sulxa  Kelojerla,  l.n  (Ruolfo  Haas),  Monterey. 

TeleBraplio.  El  {Juan  Rasol),  Torreon, 

Velirmoren,  .Tullo,  Mexico  City. 

von  Son,  M.  S.,  Mexico  City. 

Venning,  Julio.  Orizaba. 

Vkileta.  La  (Sninmon  Ayub).  Cliihualiua. 

Violeto,  Lii  (Gustavo  LlDdacher>,Horella. 

Wagner,  Fetlerlco,  Mexico  City. 

Wolff,  Gulllermo,  Uruapam. 

MOBOCCO. 

HernUto  (\c  Melllln,  Melllla. 


Stinnes,  Hiit^>.  transimrt  Maatfvhappij.  Itotterdara. 

NEn'IIERLANUS    EAST   INDIES. 

Fuhmnnn,  A.  {Allea  Furninn),  Me<lau. 

Jo  Glok  Tjong.  Taloppe,  Celebes  Islands. 

Xetlerlaiiiiselie  Import  en  Export  Tl  (owner,  Wolff,  Leuscbock,  Sourabayo. 

I'angallaii   Cultm-  Mnatscliai4>lJ   lodraglrl,   Sumatra. 

Schadd  &.  Kortelliic.  Soiirabnya. 

Wolff,  Lenscliouk.  Souriibaya. 

Zechoieaayer.  Dr.  K.,  Samaraug. 


FreumlUdi.  Mas  Ernest.  Colou. 
Galindo.  Dr.  J.  (or  Dr.  I.),  Panama  City. 

HaCemann  (or  Hofemann)  &  Ci>.,  Colon. 
Hoffmann,  Dr.  K..  I'aiiaraa  City. 


Sagrera,  Enrique,  San  Salvador. 

Amann,  Santiago,  Duoj^te  near  Bllboa. 

Avendano,  Luciano,  Bilboa. 

Itandltz,  J.,  Forniindez  do  les  Itlos  10  Kfadrld. 

Itcnedix.  Clara,  Hotel  dc  Roma,  Madrid. 

Borowskl,  Pablo.  (Talle  Balnies  149,  Barcelona.     ^ 

Rurlacber.  S.  and  L.,  Itobolledo  0  Tarragona. 

Calderon  y  Casas,  Luis  (manoKer  ol  Heroid  &  CO.),  Caceres. 

Coloniflcio  de  Badnlona,  Bari'elona.  ' 

Culter  (or  Curtlss  nr  Knr(en),  Maximo. 

Curtisg  (or  Kurten  or  Ciilter),  Maximo,  Calle  Atoctia  2  dulplcadi),  Madrid. 

Dtspeke.  Slesrie,!,  I'ela.vo  12,  Barcelona.  ,i 

Donienccti.  Fjederico  (or  Fernando).  Calie  Ausias  Marcb  2,  Barcebma. 

Domlnguez,  Anioiilo  R.,  Calle  Layola  13,  San  SebeEtlan, 
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Du8-e1(]orf,  Ln.  Bnrrelona. 

Erhnrdt  &  Co.,  Btlbua. 

Esteve,  I'ustor,  Jor^e,  ValenMn. 

Falsonne  Torello,  AlWjeso,  Valarca  0,  Barcelona. 

Fortuna  de  Berlin,  Barcelona. 

Pralle.  Maouet,  Prlnce^a  63,  Madrid. 

Frienilrieh,  Hans,  Provenza  275.  Barcelona. 

cle  Fries  &  Cle.  Culle  Cortes  587.  Barcelona. 

Froniniel,  Erich  {manager  of  Socledad  Espnnola  de  Automobiles  Mcrocdos), 
Lafnsca  117,  Madrid. 

Garljo  I-oranca,  Faustlno.  Infantas  31,  Madrid. 

Golbstiick,  Hainze  &  Co..  Plaza  de  Tlieatrt)  8  and  Mallorca  2A4,  Barcelona. 

Gonzalez  Clinvez.  Antonio,  Oretava,  TenerEfCe ;  and  Las  Patiuas. 

Gonzalez  Chavea,  Jose,  Orelnvn,  TenerlfCe ;  and  Las  Paliuns. 

Go!)alrez,  Enrique,  Cnlie  Principe  Vergara  8,  Madrid. 

Guanabens,  Jaime  or  Santiago.  Cnlle  Laurla  104 ;  and  Duque  de  la  Victoria  4, 
Barcelona. 

Hei-edia,  Eduardo'  (Sufesor  rto  Hcrpdln,  M.,  j  Herrannos).  Mnlaca. 

Herold  &  Co.,  Calle  Sta.  Catnlina  5,  Madrid;  and  Logrosnn,  Coceros,  and 
Palamos. 

Hltzeniann,  Johann,  Avenlda  Garcia  Barbou  2,  Vigo. 

Hoppe,  Julio,  Santandcr. 

Hoi)|)e,  Pedro,  CortM  604,  Barcelona. 

Hoppe,  Salvador,  Cortes  C04.  Barcelona. 

Horlca  (or  Orlca),  Augosie,  Calle  Lagnsoi  !i.  Madrid, 

Iberlca  Commercial,  Lu,  Arenal  58.  Vigo. 

Igleslas  Plaq  Jaime,  Cortes  577,  Barcelona. 

Industrla  La  Electro,  Mecanncla,  near  Bilbao. 

Industrial  Panadero,  Federico  VInl  2,  Santandi>r. 

Jacob.  Maxiralllano,  Ibanez  de  Bilbao  10.  Bilbao. 

La  Joyerla  de  Mata,  Calle  Santana  28.  Barcelona, 

Katin,  Julia,  Calle  Benito  Cuitarea  4,  Aladrid. 

Katzenstein,  Edgar,  Sues..  Arenal  5S,  \'lgo. 

Klinge.  Hans  U.,  Las  Palmns. 

Kraeft,  Walter,  Cortes  G48,  Barcelona. 

Kroeber,  Rlcardo,  Faubourg  de  Begoua,  Bilbao. 

Kurten  (or  Culler  or  Curtlas),  Maslmo. 

Landsmnnn,  German,  Calle  Alfonso  x  16,  Madrid, 

Lang,  Arnold,  Mecauacia,  near  Bilbao. 

Langa  y  Cla,  Taliona  de  laa  Dexcakas  C,  Madrid. 

Larios,  Manuel,  Calle  Fuencarral,  Madrid. 

Llorente,  Mariano,  UraU  15,  Vigo. 

Lloyd  Internnclonal  de  Berlin,  Itambla  Santa  Monica  5,  Barcelona. 

Lusslng,  Itodolto,  Paseo  ilel  Principe  20,  Almerlo, 

Melnbnrdt.  H„  Cortes  648,  Barcelona. 

Orlca  (or  Horlca),  Auguste,  Calle  Lagasca  5,  Madrid. 

Bodrlquez,  Enrique,  Corunna. 

Hodrlquez,  Leira,  Oernrdo,  Preciadoa  IS,  Madrid. 

Sanner,  Hugo,  Palamos. 

Sanoer,  William,  Palamos. 

Scliafer,  Francisco,  Lagasca  117.  Madrid. 

Schumann,  B.  F,.  Fernandez  de  Ioe  RIos  10,  Madrid. 

Slljcstrom,  August.  Plaza  de  Valarlno  Togores.  Cartagena. 

Sociedad  Espanola  de  Automobiles  Mercedes.  Culle  Olozaga  13 ;  and  Fonzano 
51,  Madrid. 

SWEDEN. 

Atbeck  &  Mann,  Malmo,  Oothen|}urg  and  Helslngborg. 
Holmborg.  Flermann,  Ootlienburg. 
Nordlska  Handels  Syndleatet,  Slockholm, 
Kordiska  Hartsllkfabrlken,  Landskrona. 


Velrog,  Maurlcio,  Montevldea 


«  dlBtlBEUlBb«d  trom  M.  Uetedla  ft  [iecmenc 
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Bemovals  Ann  on  need. 

The  following  removals  from  the  Enemy  Trading  List  have  b 
announced  by  the  Board : 

Gomes,  David  (of  Krugcr  &  Arentz),  Sao  Paulo. 
Kruger  &  Arentz,  Sno  Paulo. 
Kniger  &  Co.,  Kao  Paulo. 

CHIL£. 

Petnisclibln,  Sigal  &  Co.  (Petnis<*kln,  Iffo  k  Co.),  Soutingo. 

Suarez,  Prnnclsco,  Habaiut. 

Jetaeo,  Chr.  Rnge,  Aalbors- 

Anab^  Insurance  Co.,  AUiena. 

Aguirre,  D.  G.,  Sues.,  San  Bias,  Tepic,  and  Mowitten, 

Arrleta.  Arturn,  Vei-n  Ohb. 

BasaneK,  Petlro,  Vera  Cruz. 

Droguerlu  Vera  CrnzHHa  (G.  MuUer,  Sacs.).  Vera  Cnu. 

Gungoltl,  E..  Sun  Bins  and  Teplc. 

Gnngolti,  O.,  Ban  Bins  and  Topic. 

Gomez,  rernaudo  C.  (E[  Telegraphe),  Salttllo. 

Loubens  Grocer.v  Cu..  Mexico  Citj'. 

Navegadou  del  Pacltico,  Cla.,  Maxatlan. 

Sebastiau,  R.,  Vera  Cruz. 

NETHGKLAmiB    KABT    IHEOES. 

Hazeiiberg,  C.  F.,  Sourobaya. 
Orrezzoll  Heruianos,  Ascope  anrt  I.tmn. 

SPA  IK. 

Olilnebilla,  Jokp,  Gran  Via  Op.  Colon  59,  Granada- 
Glmenez  Dlas,  Jose,  Duqyesa  31,  Granada 
Mataa,  Isaac,  Palanios. 
Pcmartin.  Jose,  Jerez  de  lii  FcoDtera. 

URVffUAT. 

Morrison,  Julio,  Montevideo. 


£FF£CTIV£  USE  OF  IlUItE  J01TBHAI& 

[Consul  Gen?rnl  W.  r,,  I.owrle,  Lisbon,  ForliiB"!,  JoM  22.] 

For  the  last  three  years  tliis  office  has  furnished  the  reading  room 
of  the  Commorcial  Association  of  Lisbon  with  periodicals  and  trade 
journals  published  in  the  United  States.  That  this  litfir&ture  h»s 
been  appreciated  is  indicated  by  a  paragraph  in  the  report  of  the 
Commercial  Association  for  liH8,  which,  translated,  is  as  follows : 

Amon^  tlio  numerous  puhlicfttions  found,  at  the  disposition  of 
our  members  in  the  roatling  room  of,  this  association,  ,the  North 
American  magazines  predominate. 

This  fact  is  (liic  to  the  kindness  of  (he  consul  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  who,  each  month,  very  courteously  forwards  t« 
the  Lisbon  Commercial  Association  copies  o'f  the  most  interesting 
publications  and  journals  of  economic  and  industrial  character  pub- 
lished in  his  country.  ,  -  ■ 

^  LnOOglC 
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FOBECAST  OF  WHEAT  CKOP  IK  WESTERH  OBEECE, 

[CoDBU]  A.  B.  Cooke,  Pttras,  June  10.] 

Tlie  local  newspaper,  Neologoa,  in  its  issue  of  June  7,  1918,  pub-i 
lislies  the  following  statement  with  regard  to  the  prospect  oi  the 
cereal  crops  of  this  Prefecture  for  the  current  year: 

From  official  Informntlon  to  hand,  the  last  rains  were  Tery  beneficial  to  the 
late  cereals  In  the  hilly  districts  ol  the  Prefecture  of  Achala  and  EHb;  while 
the  winter's  drought  also  benefited  the  cereals  of  the  plains,  the  ground  of 
which  was  sufficiently  moist  to  help  the  growing  crops  after  the  wiuter  season. 
Consequently  the  cereal  crops  in  general  of  the  Prefecture  are  estimated  by 
well-informed  parties  to  be  20  per  cent  over  those  of  last  year,  provided  no 
damage  occurs  during  Che  short  time  till  the  harvest  season. 

This  statement  is  borne  out  in  general  by  information  from  other 
sources.  It  is  noted  by  those  traveling  about  the  country  that  much 
more  acreage  has  apparently  been  planted  to  grains  this  year  than 
ever  before.  The  grain  has  filled  well  and  the  fields  look  promising. 
It  is  probable  that  75. per  cent  of  the  grain  planted  is  wheat,  the 
other  25  per  cent  being  given  to  barley  and  oats- 
It  is  probable  the  above  statements  and  estimates  hold  good  in 
general  for  this  entire  consular  district,  as  the  same  economic  and 
weather  conditions  have  prevailed  throughout  the  district.  Accord- 
ing to  statistics  furnished  by  the  nine  Prefectures  of  this  district 
(Arcadia  not  reporting)  the  wheat  crop  of  the  district  in  1917  was 
about  61,000,000  okes  or  2,800,000  bushels.  An  increase  of  20  per 
cent  would  give  a  crop  of  3,360,000  bushels.  The  population  of  the 
district  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  1,-500,000.  Tliis  would  give  a 
per  capita  production  of  2.24  bushels  or  some  135  pounds  of  wheat 
to  each  person  per  year.  It  is  probable  that  the  estimates  are  under 
the  mark. 

There  is  also  a  considerable  quantity  of  corn  produced  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  a  fair  amount  of  barley. 


THE  OiiTA  CANAL  STEAUSHIP  CO.  IN  NEW  HANDS. 

[vice  CoDJSul  SrlveBtei  E.  Rotbcblld,  Jr.,  Goteborg,  SivcdeD,  June  20.] 
It  is  reported  that  the  majority  of  shares  of  the  Gota  Canal  Steam- 
ship Co.  has  been  purchased  jointly  by  Brostroms  Shipbrokers  Co., 
of  Goteborg,  and  the  Sveabolag,  of  Stockholm.    The  shares  have 
been  transferred  at  a  rate  of  2t0  per  cent. 

At  present  the  Gota  Canal  Steamship  Co.  owns  nine  combination 
passenger  and  freight  boats,  representing  a  total  tonnage  of  about 
900  dead-weight,  and  five  freight  boats  of  altogether  100  tons  dead- 
weight. 

The  majority  of  shippers  interested  in  the  purchase  feel  that  the 
possibility  of  their  directing  all  important  domestic  traffic  is  thereby 
assured  and  point  to  the  fact  that  a  connecting  link  has  been  formed 
between  domestic  and  outgoing  traffic.  The  Sveabolag  commands 
extensive  coast  liners,  and  Brostroms  Co.  has  control  of  the  west 
coast  local  transportation.  Thus  in  the  future  it  is  planned  that 
the  Gota  Canal  will  not  only  be  engaged  in  passenger  service  but 
also  that  by  means  of  transshipments  from  tne  port  of  Goteborg 
direct  trade  communication  will  he  established  between  trans- Atlantic 
ports  and  the  interior  of  Sweden.  ^  •-" 
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IXnOHIGAX  TSLEPHOBE  ASH  TELEftRAPH  STSTEMS. 

[Consul  Arthur  McLean,  Puerto  Plata,  DomlnlcaD  Republic,  Jane  IS.] 

The  towns  of  Moca,  Xjh  Vega,  La  Bomana,  Salcedo,  Monte  Cristi, 
Puerto  Plata,  San  Pedro  de  Macoris,  San  Frandsco  de  Macoris,  ukd 
Santiago?  de  loe  CabaBeros  have  local  telephone  systems  owned  by 
companies  or  private  individuals.  These  towns  have  an  average  of 
100  telephones  each. 

The  prevailing  rate  for  telephone  service  is  $3  a  month,  the  limit 
fixed  by  the  Government.  The  cost  of  branch  lines  is  $1.50  per 
month,  and  there  is  usually  a  con^derable  reduction  in  both  of  these 
rates,  if  paid  for  a  year  in  advance  by  the  subscribers.  The  telephones 
arc  operated  from  6  a.  m.  until  10  p.  m.,  and  for  the  rat«s  charged 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  messages  that  may  be  transmitted. 
In  most  instances  the  local  telephoae  systems  are  well  administered 
and  are  profitable. 

There  is  an  intertowD  telephone  system  owned  and  operated  by 
the  DtHuinican  GrovemmeDt,  with  8M  miles  of  line  in  operation, 
and  276  miles  additional  are  expected  to  be  erected  in  the  near 
future.  Twenty-coe  towns  and  34  villages  are  connected  by  the 
national  telephones.  In  1917,  116,146  messages  were  transmitted,  of 
which  45,2^  were  official  and  70,901  private.  The  national  tele- 
phones employ  276  persons  in  various  capacities,  and  are  adminis- 
tered by  a  director  general.  In  1917  the  operati(Hi  of  the  national 
tclephonee  "resulted  in  a  deficit  of  $77,842. 

The  telephone  systems  in  this  Kepublic  are  equipped  witii  Ameri- 
can material  throughout. 
lelcerapb  amd  WtxelMt  CsnunuleatloK. 

The  only  telegraph  lines  in  this  Republic  are  owned  fay  the  Com- 
pagnie  Fran^aise  des  Cables  Telegraphiques  (French  Cable  Co.), 
The  latter's  main  line  extends  from  Puerto  Plata  to  Santo  Domingo 
City,  with  branches  to  Monte  Cristi  and  San  Pedro  de  Macoris,  a 
total  of  311  miles. 

There  are  wireless  plants  at  La  Romana,  San  Pedro  de  Macoris, 
and  Santo  Domingo  City. 

The  Dominican  Republic  is  connected  with  the  outside  world  by 
the  Compagnie  Fran^aise  dee  Cables  Telegraphi(]ues.  The  latter  s 
uiain  line  extends  trotn  New  York  to  Cape  HaitLan  and  thenoe  to 
Puerto  Plata,  Dominican  B^ublic;  San  Juan,  Porto  Rioo;  F(wt  de 
France,  Martinique;  Paramaribo,  Dutch  Guiana;  Cayenne,  Freaudi 
Guiana;  Salinas,  Brazil,  terminating  in  Belem  (Para),  BraziL  The 
French  Cable  Co.  also  maintains  a  branch  line  from  Santo  Domingo 
City  via  Cura^o  to  La  Guaira,  and  thence  overland  to  Caracas, 
.Venezuela. 

NEW  BBiraSWICK  BOND  ISSUE  FOK  SOAS  IHFROVEMESTS. 

IConnd  K.  Verae  BlcbjrdioD,  Uonctoo.  New  BnitiaiFloli,  Canaila,  Jul;  IB.] 
The  comptroller  general  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick, 
through  pre.ss  advertisements  is  offering  to  public  subscription 
^00,000  .six  per  cent,  20-year  bonds  of  the  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick at  par.  They  are  exempt  from  taxation  in  New  Bninswidi 
except  sitccession  duties.  These  bonds  are  knoivn  as  road  debentures; 
the  proceeds  of  the  issue  are  to  be  applied  to  road  improvements 
throughout  the  Province. 
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THE  QAHTOV  07  TAITO  SAXFIB  FAIS. 

(Vice  Canml  John  T.  UcCatcbcon,  LauuDoe,  Svitzerliud,  June  23.] 

The  Comptoir  Vaudois  d'Echantillons — the  Sample  Fair  of  the 
CantoQ  of  Valid,  Switzerland — is  perhaps  unique  of  its  kind.  It  is 
the  most  strictly  cantonal  fair  in  Switzerland,  and  its  purpose  is 
purely  to  set  forth  and  develop  the  industries  of  this  Canton,  more 
particularly  the  work  of  the  small  industries  and  those  artisans 
who  have  no  other  means  of  placing  their  products  before  the  public. 
In  tikis  principal  object  it  seems  to  be  succeeding  to  marked  degree. 

For  ma  past  two  years  this  fair  has  been  held  at  Lausanne,  the 
moBt  important  city  in  the  Canton.  The  present  fair  is  the  third 
and  largest  so  far  held.  It  opened  on  May  15  and  will  remain  open 
continuously  until  August  15.  In  1916  there  were  120  exhibits  in 
the  fair;  in  1917,  287  exhibits;  and  for  the  present  year,  303. 

All  visitors  to  the  fair  are  required  to  register,     ui  1917  there  were 
50,000  viaitors  during  the  three  months  of  the  fair.    In  the  first 
month  of  the  present  fair  the  attendance  was  17,000. 
TweWc  Orovpt  of  BzUblts. 

The  fair  is  organized  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  Canton 
of  Vaud  and  the  Industrial  and  Commercial  Society  of  Lausanne, 
with  the  support  of  the  city  and  cantonal  governments.  Only  Swiss 
industries  and  artisans  established  in  the  Canton  of  Vaud  are  allowed 
to  exhibit,  merchants  and  traders  being  barred.  Exhibitors  must 
make  a  sworn  statement  as  to  the  origin  of  their  products.  The 
exhibits  are  divided  into  the  following  12  groups: 

Pwrft; (a re— Interior  decorations,  woodwork,  objects  of  art,  ornamentation  ■ 
In  wood,  ceramics,  cut  elaes,  embroidery,  and  shop  furalshings. 

Oraphic  arts. — Printing,  typograpby,  lithography,  photography,  school  books 
and  others,  insurance,  stationery,  boobbinding,  and  desk  farniahlnga 

Small  mecfianical  (oott.^DellcntG  Instmments,  surgical  instruments,  cutlery, 
musical  instnuoente,  phonograplis,  various  toys,  bazanr  articles,  haberdashery, 
weighing  scales,  and  Ashing  rods  aad  sporting  goods. 

Watchmaking  and  /eioelrv-^Engraving.  and  special  iuBtmments  used  In  this 

TextUca  and  clothing. — Dry  goods,  leatlter,  shoes,  saddlery,  bnishea,  rope 
nuttrlng,  trunks,  valises,  etc.,  morocco  leather  mannfactore,  Imsket  making,  and 
fars. 

Woodteork. — Cooperage,  pulleys,  blodis,  sporting  articles  in  wood,  wooden 
shoes,  wlwelwright  work,  vehicles,  boats,  beehives,  incubators,  and  agricultural 
equipment. 

Corttlrvction. — Public  work,  raw  materials,  materials  for  construction,  cement 
products,  paints  and  oils,  and  tools. 

Hardware. — Padlocks,  castings,  molds,  macblnery,  njadiine  tools,  agricultural 
Instruments,  farm  machinery,  soldering  and  welding,  tools,  vises,  bolts,  and 
general  hardware. 

BlectTiaat  iiutrumentt. — ^Electrical  furnishings,  heating,  wiring,  tnsulatlDK, 
copper  and  brass  flxtnres,  cliandeliers,  and  electrics,  acetylene,  and  gas  lamps. 

Hcoltnff.— Stoves,  radiators,  furnaces,  and  ventilators. 

Chemical  protfwc (a.— Articles  for  the  sick  room,  drnga.  varnish,  agricultural 
products,  and  glass  making. 

AUmtntarv  produota.— Wine,  beverages,  and  tobacco. 


Italy  l^as  fixed  maximum  prices  for  new-crop  hay,  n^nging  from 
18  to  22jlire  per  metric  quintal  (220.4C  pounds)  for  first  cuttings 
from  natural  meadows  and  from  14  to  18  lire  for  hay  of  any  cutting 
from  artificial  meadows.  (At  normal  exchange  the  Italian  lire  is 
worth  19.3  cents  United  States  currency.) 
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EXPORTS  BT  COUNTRIES  FOR  FISCAL  TEAR. 

Total  values  of  merchandise  exported  to  each  of  the  principal 
countries  during  June  and  the  12  months  ended  June,  1918,  com- 
pared with  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year,  were  mado 
public  to-day  by  the  Bui-eau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of 
the  Department  of  Commerce,  as  follows : 


Grand  divisions  and  counttiM. 
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S'S'SI 

RICE  ADDED  TO  UST  OF  RESTRICTED  IMPORTS. 

The  War  Trade  Board,  by  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  K.  No.  177), 
has  placed  rice  upon  the  list  of  commodities  the  importation  ot 
which  for  domestic  consumption  is  prohibited.  Accordingly,  no  fur- 
ther licenses  for  the  importation  of  rice  to  be  consumed  in  the  United 
States  will  be  issued,  and  all  such  licenses  which  are  now  outstand- 
ing shall  expire  and  become  void  unless  shipment  from  abroad  ia 
made  thereunder  on  or  before  July  31, 1918. 

Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  ruling,  the  importation  of  riea 
into  the  United  States  in  bond  for  transshipment  to  the  West 
Indies  or  Central  America  will  he  x>ermitted  if  the  details  of  ultimate 
destination  are  clearly  set  forth  on  the  application  for  import 
license. 


A  country  worth  flgrhttng  for  Is  a  country  worth  Bavins  for.     Buy  Tlirift 
Stamps. 

Goo<^lc 
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HEW  COAX  FBZCES  FOB  ITSITES  KINGDOM. 

(Bic«pt  from  LoDdon  Times  o(  June  S6.  tTaDsmlttpd  bj  CommercUl  Attadif'  rblliii  B. 

Kenned;.] 

The  Board  of  Trade,  to  maintain  nnd  regulate  the  supply  of  coal, 
has  made  an  order  substituting  for  the  standard  amount  of  4s. 
'($0.97)  fixed  by  section  1,  subsection  2,  of  the  Price  of  Coal  (Limi- 
tation) Act,  1915,  in  the  case  of  mines  in  the  South  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire  and  Forest  of  Dean  districts,  a  standard  amount  of 
lis.  6d.  ($2.80),  and  in  the  case  of  mines  situated  elsewhere  a  stand- 
ard amount  of  9s.  ($2.19). 

The  order  provides  that  the  price  at  which  coal  may  be  sold  or 
offered  for  sale  at  the  isit's  mouth  for  use  in  the  United  Kingdom 
shall  be  the  price  at  which  coal  of  the  same  description  was  sold  in 
edmilar  quantities  and  under  similar  conditions  affecting  the  sale 
at  the  pit's  mouth  at  the  same  coal  mine  on  the  corresponding  date 
(or  as  near  thereto  as  may  be  practicable)  in  the  12  months  ended 
June  30,  1914,  increased  by  the  amounts  mentiimed.  Such  price 
shall  be  botli  the  maximum  and,  unless  the  Controller  of  Coal  Mines 
in  any  particular  case  otherwise  orders,  the  minimum  price.  The 
price  01  all  such  coal  dispatched  from  the  colliery  on  or  after  June 
24  under  any  existing  contract  shall  be  increased  accordingly. 

All  contracts  for  me  purchase  and  sale  of  coal  shall  remain  in 
force  subject  to  this  modification. 


TOT  KAKXHO  DST  VEMEZUELA. 

(Caonil  Homec  Brett,  L>  Ooalra,  June  30.] 

An  American  woman  engaged  in  social  and  religious  work  in 
Caracas  has  directed  for  some  years  a  small  household  doll-making 
industrj'.  The  dolls  are  dressed  as  policemen,  soldiers,  bullfighters, 
washerwomen,  Martinique  cooks,  etc.,  and  are  sold  to  tourists  as 
curios  as  well  as  for  children's  playthings. 

The  annual  celebration  of  the  carnival  creates  a  demand  for  a 
distinct  class  of  articles  closely  allied  to  toys,  and  both  these  articles 
and  true  playthings  have  become  higher  and  higher  in  price  and 
more  and  more  difficult  to  obtain.  This  situation  induced  a  business 
man  to  establish  a  toy  factory  in  Caracas.  It  has  been  in  operation 
for  a  number  of  months,  has  been  successful  so  far,  and  is  growing,  so 
that  at  present  50  women  operatives  and  a  number  of  male  wooers 
are  employed. 

Under  instruction  and  with  practice  Venezuelan  workers  quickly 
develop  considerable  manual  ^ill ;  and  as  wages  are  low,  particu- 
larly so  for  women  in  occupations  that  can  be  carried  on  within 
their  homes,  it  is  possible  that  the  toy-making  industry  may  be 
capable  of  considerable  expansion. 

KESiriTS  OF„"F0B;EZaH  T&ASE  OFFORTUNITY." 

[ConEul  Attliur  C,  Proat,  Alslcrs,  Algeria,  Juno  24.1 

A  local,  dealer  has  informed  this  consulate  that,  as  a  result  of  a 
trade  opportunity  transmitted  on  his  behalf  and  other  aseistAnce 
given  by  this  office,  purchases  of  fountain  pens,  calculating  machines, 
and  typewriters  have  been  made  to  the  value  of  iia.31G.  Except  for 
difficultiefl  of  transportation,  and  the  requirement  of  cash  payment 
American  port,  these  purchases  would  probably  have  been  much 
greater.  i  ^ 
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CHANOE  IN  CAKADUIT  FTTRE-FOOD  REGtTLATIONS. 
Kew  regulations  governing  tho  inspection  of  preserved  fruits, 
vegetables,  and  milk,  to  take  the  place  of  the  regulations  of  July  6, 
1910,  were  approved  by  a  Canadian  order  in  council  of  Jime  15^  1918, 
and  went  into  effect  on  July  1.  The  object  of  the  new  regulations  is 
to  provide  stricter  methods  of  inspection  for  domestic  as  well  as 
imported  food  products,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extracts 
reproduced  from  the  Canadian  Customs  memorandum  No.  2224B  of 
July  12,1918: 

13.  Contaloers  In  wbleh  fruits.  vegetableR,  luUk,  or  other  articles  prepnred  for 
food  In  any  establish lueDt  are  placed  shall  be  marked,  unless  otherwise  ordere<l 
by  tlie  Bovernor  In  council,  with — 

(a)  The  Initials  of  the  Christian  names,  the  full  surnnme,  and  the  nddrpss. 
or  In  the  case  of  a  firm  or  corporation  the  firm  or  corporate  name  and  aildreRd 
of  the  packer,  or  of  the  first  dealer  obtaining  it  direct  from  the  packer  who  sells 
or  offers  the  same  for  sale.  Such  denier  shnt!,  upon  the  request  of  the  lns|iector 
appointed  under  this  act,  disclose  the  name  of  the  packer  of  such  articles. 

(6)  A  true  and  correct  description  of  the  content*  of  the  container  as  Is  or 
may  be  denned  in  the  appendices  to  these  ret;ulatton3. 

These  requirements  shall  be  embodied  upon  a  trade  label,  stendl,  or  lltho- 
graplied  design,  which  shall  be  of  a  size  reasonably  proportionate  to  tbe  sUe  of 
the  container  or  package,  having  thereon,  as  provided  above,  the  name  and 
address  of  the  packer  or  of  the  Brst  dealer  and  a  true  and  correct  description 
of  the  conteuts. 

(c)  All  packages  must  be  marked  as  required  In  this  section,  together  with 
the  permit  number  which  shall  or  may  be  assigned  to  tho  establishment. 

(d)  Owners  or  managers  of  establishments  shall  supply  to  the  Veterinary 
Director  General  duplicate  copies  of  all  labels,  stencils,  or  lithographed  deslgna 
tised  In  the  establishment.  No  label,  st^cil,  or  lithographed  design  shall  be 
used  unless  It  has  been  approved  In  writing  by  him.  One  copy  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Veterinary  Director  General,  the  other  copy  to  be  retuiued  by  the 
owner  or  manager,  and  shall  be  produced  for  the  information  of  an  inspector 
when  required. 

14.  No  container  or  package  shall  bear  any  label  or  mark  of  anj'  kind  which 
falsely  represents  the  nature  or  quantity  or  weiglit  of  Its  contents  or  the  date 
■VKhen  such  contents  were  packed. 

15.  No  person  shall  offer  for  export  or  shall  export  any  fruits  or  vegetables. 
or  fruit  or  vegetable  products,  canned,  bottled,  evaporated,  dried,  or  otherwise 
preserved  for  food,  or  any  milk,  condensed,  evaporated,  or  otherwise  pre8erve<l 
lor  food.  In  any  establishment,  unless  the  requirements  of  section  13  of  these 
regulations  as  regards  labelling  have  been  complied  with  in  respect  to  such 
an  Ides. 

16.  No  person  shall  import,  nor  shall  there  be  imported,  any  frnit  or  vege- 
tables, or  fruit  or  vegetable  products,  canned,  bottled,  dried,  evaporated  or 
otherwise  preserved  for  food,  or  any  milk,  condensed,  evaporated,  dried,  or 
otherwise  preserved  for  food,  unless  the  requirements  of  this  section  are  strictly 
adhered  to — 

(a)  Collectors  of  customs  shall  not  clear  any  Importation  of  fruit,  or  vege- 
tables, or  fruit  or  vegetable  products,  canned,  bottled,  dried,  evaporated,  or 
otherwise  preserved  for  food,  or  any  milk,  condensed,  evaporated,  dried,  or 
otherwise  preserved  for  food,  unless  such  shipment  is  accompanied  by  an  affi- 
davit taken  before  a  Justice  of  the  iieace,  or  other  person  duly  authorized  (in 
the  country  of  origin)  to  attest  such  declarations,  In  the  following  form: 

Place 

Date 

To  the  Collector  of  Cualomt, 

Dominion  Of  Canada. 

I  (or  we), ,  hereby  declare  that  the  shipment  descrlt)efl 

herein  was  manufactiire<l  from  sound,  raw  mnterlnls.  and  that  Its  manufacture 
was  carried  on  under  sanitary  conditions  provided  for  In  these  regulations, 
that  the  products  are  at  the  time  of  shipment  sound,  wholesome,  and  fit  for 
human  food ;  that  the  containers  and  packages  show  thereon  the  true  name  and 
address  of  the  manufacturer,  and  tlmt  the  description  of  tbe  contents  la  trne 
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and  correct  and  contorms  to  the  requlremeats  as  set  forth  in  tbe  Appendices  of 
tbe  KegnlRtlons  made  under  tlie  Meat  and  Canned  Foods  Act  of  the  Dominion 
Ol  Canada. 

{SIcDBture  and  addceas  ot  sbtpper.) 

ifame  and  address  of  consignee 

Nnmber  of  [HickageG 

Number  of  containers  In  each  packaee 

Name  of  product 

Sworn  to  Iwfore  me  this day  of ,      19 

tBIsnatnre  o(  commtsaloaer  or  Justice  ot  tbe  p«aee.) 
(6)  All  fruit  or  vegeUbles,  or  fruit  or  vegetable  products,  canned,  bottled, 
dried,  evaporated,  or  otherwise  preserved  for  food,  or  any  milk,  condeoaed, 
evaporated,  dried,  or  otherwise  preserved  for  food,  shall  be  subject  to  such 
Inspection  In  the  Dominion  of  Cnnada  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  or  advisable, 
and  any  fruit  or  vegetables  or  frntt  or  vegetable  prodocta  canned,  bottled,  dried, 
evaporated,  or  otlierwlBe  preserved  for  food,  or  any  milk,  condensed,  evap- 
orated, dried,  or  olberwise  preserved  for  food,  that  does  not  cooForDi  to  the 
requlremcsts  of  these  reealntlons  and  nppeudlces  thereto  ihall,  ii|ion  condemna- 
tion by  an  Inspector,  be  forfeited  to  His  Majeatj-,  and  may  be  disposed  of  as 
the  minister  may  direct. 

(c)  Collectors  of  castoms  shall  attach  the  certlflcate  referred  to  In  ttiia  sec- 
tion to  their  B-I  entry  form  and  forward  same  to  the  commissioner  of  customs. 

17,  These  regulations  apply  to  ail  proJuctB  which  may  be  manufactured  or 
imported  on  or  after  July  1.  lOlS.  Manufacturers  may  have  till  January  1. 
1919,  to  dispose  of  any  product  covered  by  these  regulations  which  they  have 
on  hand  July  1,  1918, 

18.  Collectors  of  customs  tbroughoat  Canada  shall  see  that  the  various 
exifrencies  and  requirements  of  these  regulations,  or  any  ministerial  or  other 
order  made  thereunder,  are  fulfilled  before  granting  any  permit  which  requires, 
before  it  is  given,  any  act  to  be  performed  or  any  inspection  or  other  proceed- 
ing to  be  made  or  taken,  and  they  shall  see  that  the  prohibitions  prescribed  and 
roles  established  by  these  regulations  as  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  the  In- 
structions which  may  be  issued  by  the  minister  are  olwyed,  and  in  case  of  any 
infraction  ot  the  provisions  of  these  regulations,  or  any  of  them,  taking  place 
they  shall  report  at  once  to  the  loiulster  the  nature  and  extent  of  such  Infrac- 
tion. 

SeSDltlon  of  Terms  tTsed  In  Thete  Kagulatlou. 

Con(atn«r«.— "  Oontniner*  "  are  the  tin  cans,  glass  Iwttles,  glass  or  carbon 
jars,  boxes,  pails,  tubs,  etc.,  made  of  wood,  paper,  or  other  material,  or  any 
other  vessels  in  which  canned,  evaporated,  or  otherwise  preserved  fruits  and 
vegetables  ai'e  kept. 

The  label— The  "  label  "  is  the  wrapper  or  sticker  around  or  attached  to  the 
container.    Its  function  is  to  furnish  the  purchaser  with  a  true  and  correct   . 
description  of  the  contents  of  the  container  as  laid  down  by  Qtese  regulations. 

[Notice  regarding  the  proposed  change  in  tJie  regulations  govern- 
ing the  in3p<wtion  of  imported  meat  was  given  in  Couhekce  Kepokts 
of  May  22, 1918.]  

AUEBICAS  BEEEDIHO  WIOCK  F0£  TTBTTOUAY. 
[CoQBul  WUIlAm  DawsoQ,  UoDlevldeo,  Uiy  20.] 

The  Companis  Swift  de  Montevideo,  the  Uruguayan  subsidiary  of 
Swift  &  Co.,  Chicago,  recently  brought  from  the  "United  States  11 
boars  and  2  sows,  all  pedigree  animals  of  Berkshire  and  Polancliina 
race.  In  order  to  encourage  hog  raising  in  Uniguay  the  company  is 
offering  the  liogs  to  stockraisers  at  cost  price,  no  purchaser  to  be 
given  mere  than  one  animal. 

The  attimals  stood  the  trip  well  and  arrived  in  good  condition, 
although  one  was  slip-hlly  injured  wliilc  being  unloiided.  They 
came  in  care  of  a  keei>er. 
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C0LTIVATIOH  OP  CASTOE-OIL  SEED  IN  VEWEZUEIA. 

[Consul  nomer  Brett,  La  Guaira,  June  23.] 

The'  war  demand  for  castor  oil  as  a  lubricant  and  the  consequent 
increase  in  the  price  of  the  seed  were  first  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  Venezuelan  public  through  information  furnished  to  the  news- 
papers by  the  consulate  at  La  Guaira.  As  Venezuela  has  large  areas 
of  low-priced,  unutilized  land  and  scanty  supplies  of  labor,  the  crop 
is  particularly  suitable  to  local  conditions,  and  much  interest  has 
been  aroused  in  the  cultivation  of  "tartago,"  as  it  is  locally  known. 

In  its  issue  of  June  25,  the  Kuevo  Diario,  of  Caracas,  published 
various  articles  and  illustrations  showing  the  success  attained  by 
various  planters.  Mr.  Oswaldo  Stelling,  of  Caracas,  on  his  estate 
"  Taborda,"  has  gotten  together  no  fewer  than  22  varieties  of  Sicinua 
commuTiis  L,,  of  which  18  show  distinct  characteristics  in  size  or 
shape  of  seed.  The  principal  ones  of  these  varieties  are :  No.  1,  with 
700  seeds  per  kilo  (kilo=2.2046  pounds) ;  No.  9,  red  seed  of  Aragua, 
2,000  per  kilo;  No.  12,  North  American,  3,000  per  kilo;  No.  13, 
medium-sized  black  and  white  of  Taborda,  4,000  per  kilo;  No.  16, 
small,  clear  chestnut,  5,500  per  kilo ;  No.  17,  small,  black  and  gray, 
6,000  per  kilo;  and  No.  18,  which  is  a  small  gray  seed  from  Yaracuy 
running  7,000  per  kilo.  As  a  general  rule  the  smaller  the  seed  the 
greater  the  proportionate  content  of  oil. 

A  picture  taken  on  June  1  of  a  plant  from  seed  sown  in  the  middle 
of  April  shows  it  well  developea  and  in  full  flower.  Another  pic- 
ture of  bundles  of  seed  containing,  respectively,  174  and  228  pods  of 
three  seeds  each  is  shown,  planting  having  taken  place  March  C  and 
the  photograph  made  June  1.  Tho  Venezuelan  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  has  published  a  booklet  with  instructions  for  growing 
"tdrtago."  There  is  hardly  any  limit  to  the  country's  productive 
possibilities,  but  adequate  facilities  for  extracting  Uio  oil  locally 
and  thereby  saving  shipping  space  are  badly  needed. 


DECLINE  IN  EZPOBTS  FBOU  HALAGA  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Loula  O.  DryfuB,  Jr.,  Malaga,  Spain.  June  30.1 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1918  the  declared  value  of  exports 
from  Malnga  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  $441,503,  as  against 
$2,861,037  for  the  same  period  of  1917,  representing  a  loss  of  $2,419,- 
534.  This  pronounced  falling  off  in  the  value  of  exports  has  resulted 
from  the  Spanish  embargo  on  shipments  of  olive  oil,  which  continued 
in  force  until  April.  Then  when  this  was  removed  the  prohibition 
of  importation  of  olive  oil  into  the  United  States  went  into  effect. 
The  result  was  that  no  oil  was  shipped  to  American  customers  in  the 
first  six  months  of  1918,  as  against  $2,361,305  in  the  first  half  of  1917. 

The  only  commodities  of  which  shipments  were  made  in  increased 
values  during  the  current  half  year  were  almonds  and  figs.  Among 
the  articles  shipped  during  the  present  year  which  did  not  occur  in 
1917.  were:  Thymol,  $12,488;  lemons,  $3,489;  walnuts,  $26,474;  palm 
leaf  hats,  $623;  red  pepper,  $6,568;  and  licorice  root,  $21,196.  De- 
creases are  to  be  noted  in  tho  shipments  of  guts  for  fishing  tackle,  es- 
sential oils,  oxide  of  iron,  aniseed,  canary-seed,  and  wine.  Commo- 
dities that  were  exported  in  1917  but  not  in  1918  were  cuttle  fish  bone, 
leaves  of  thyme,  orange  peel,  grease  and  oils,  sweet  almond  oil,  olive 
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oil,  rose  water,  anisette,  and  chick-peas.  Shipments  to  the  United 
States  during  the  first  quarter  of  1918  were  valued  at  $144,920  and 
during  the  second  quarter  at  $296,583. 

The  value  of  exports  to  Porto  Rico  during  the  first  semester  of 
1918  was  $1,636,  as  against  $103,365  in  the  same  period  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.  This  d^iine  is  accounted  for  b^  the  existing  en^mrgo 
on  exports  of  chick-peas.  Exports  to  the  Philippines  declined  from 
$894  to  $371. 
PilMlpal  Artlelea  aa4  Deiland  Talui. 

By  quantities  and  declared  value,  the  shipments  from  Malaga  to 
the  Umted  States  during  the  first  half  of  each  of  the  past  two  years 
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CHANaE  07  HAUE  OF  COLON  BA5E. 

[Canni]  Jnlliu  D.  Dreher,  CoIod,  Piiuma,  Jnlr  10.] 

The  Gommereial  National'Bank  in  Cristobal,  Oanal  Zone,  which 
was  opened  for  business  here  in  July,  1915,  was  recently  taken  over 
by  the  American  Foreign  Banking  Corporation  of  New  York  City 
and  the  name  of  the  Cnstobal  bank  was  to-day  changed  accordingly. 
Althoa^:this  bank  is  in  CristobaJ  it  is  situated  just  across  a  street 
from  <!S>lon,  in  which  it  ranis  first  in  the  amount  of  banking  busi- 
ness done  in  this  city. 

Goo<^lc 
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0  receive  notices  calllne  tor  future  eupptles  o 

Medical  depot  tupplia.  No.  5337. — Sealed  proposate  will  be  recetved  at  tbe 
MedltHl  Supply  l>ei>ot,  628  Greeuwlch  Street,  New  York,  N,  Y,,  until  July 
31. 1018,  for  furutslilng  and  dellverinj;  in  equal  auantlties  each  month  from 
July  to  Dec-ember,  1918.  InclUBlve,  coffee  boilers,  8-day  clocks,  folding  cork- 
screws, imper  spit  cups,  cu-spidors,  e^  whips,  large  firatera,  gridirons,  knife 
sharpeuers,  liaod  lamps,  stand  lamps,  metal  door  luats,  meat  cutters,  satl- 
makera'  needles,  upholsterers'  needles,  common  pins,  basting  spoons,  and 
butcher  steels. 

Navy  Department  guppUes,  No.  G33S. — Seeled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Depnrtment,  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  Arms  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  give  schedule  numbers  for 
furnishlug  the  following;  Schedule  18S2,  baskets  for  cups,  plates,  and 
bowls;  schedule  18S3,  haud  cringle  fids,  calking  mallets,  deck-paying  cups, 
calliing  Irons,  sailmakers'  needles,  sollniakers'  prickers,  sallmakers'  shears 
and  marline  spikes;  schedule  18S4,  niping  and  seaming  palms,  and  tollot 
paper;  schedule  18SG,  euiery  crocus  cloth,  copjwr  funnels,  copper  measures, 
brass  machine  screw  nuts,  sand  flint  and  ganret  paper,  cotter,  taper,  and 
escutcheon  pins,  bronze  mirror  pivots,  drawer  pulls,  key,  horaiuock,  grom- 
mct,  curtain,  and  clinch  rings,  wood,  lug,  set,  machine,  brass,  steel,  and 
cap  screws,  bronze  table  sockets,  wro tight-Iron  cut  railroad  spikes,  common 
fence  and  poultry  staples,  brass  stencils  for  letters  and  figures,  steel  wire 
bos  straps,  brass  blank  key  tags,  steel  tool  we<lge.  and  steel  wool ;  sche«lule 
18S7,  sciiling-off  pinch  chisel  bars,  carpenters'  sliding  T  ship  bevels,  4  by 
4,  3i  by  31  by  1  servli^  boards,  sprinkling  cans,  holt  clippers,  glass  cutters, 
gauge  glass,  pli>e,  emerf  wheel,  washer,  bit,  brace,  etc.,  emery  wheel  dress- 
ers, sleel  coopers'  drivers,  hose  expanders,  hack-saw  frames,  center  gauges, 
ulpple  holders,  sewing  ash  and  oak  hawsing  mallets,  ship  or  to|)  riveters' 
malls,  stencil-cutting  outfits,  dust  pans,  galvanized  steel  paint  pots,  snips, 
,  shears,  and  wire  cutters,  lutnd  trenching  shovels,  plumljers'  atcoiiol  blow 
torches,  and  pipe  tongs;  schedule  1888,  square  neck  bronze  flush  iKiits,  her- 
maphrodite calipers,  screw  C  clamps,  soldering  coppers,  grommet-inserting 
dies,  sash  curtain  fasteners,  stamping  figures,  ci-osscut  files,  rasiia,  etc., 
chisel  handles,  adz,  ax,  sleclge.  etc.,  hand-faced,  claw  adz.  eye,  eopper,  han- 
dled, blacksmiths',  bollermakers',  engineers',  machinists',  etc.,  hammers,  gar- 
den hoes,  car\'ing-knlte  hones,  packing  hooks,  electrlchms"  iKwket  tiiol  kits. 
putty,  sallmakers'  scraping,  shoe,  and  chipping  knives,  ptumiiers'  ladles, 
stamping  letters,  bron?;e  sash  lifts,  diagonal  cutting  nippers,  hard  round- 
edge  oil  slips,  railroad  picks,  combination  pliers,  cast  brass  plumb 
bobs,  trianagular  zinc  glaziers'  points,  drilling  posts.  Stuart  gaso- 
line fire  p()tB  for  solder,  road  rakes,  packing  screws,  long  and 
short  bandied  hand  shovels,  wire  bottom  brass  sieves,  honlwood  packing 
sticks,  electricians'  threading  tools,  kerosene  and  gasoline  torches,  plaster- 
ing, cement,  and  brick  trowels,  maeiilnists'  bench  vises,  and  pipe  and  chain 
screw  socket  wrenches;  schedule  1S89,  gimlet  and  auger  bits,  carpenters' 
chisels,  socket  firmer  gouges,  dniwlug  knives,  machinists'  levels,  c'lirpenters' 
pincers,  block,  Jack.  Jointer,  etc.,  planes,  cutting  punches,  back,  compass, 
crosscut,  etc.,  saws,  Jewelers'  common  screw  drivers,  and  carpenters'  hand 
and  bench  screws. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUSEAV  OF  FOSEION  AKD  DOMESTIC  COltUEBCE. 
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HEZICAir  DfPOBT  D1TTT  ON  BEEE. 

ICddsuI  General  George  A.  Cbamberlaln,  Mfileo  Clt;.  Jol;  S4.] 

It  is  unofficially  reported  that  the  Mexican  import  duty  on  foreign 
manufactured  beer  has  been  lowered  from  30  to  9^  centavos  Mexican 
gold  per  kilo. 

HAKES  BEHOVED  FBOH  EHEKT  TBAOINO  UST. 

Tlie  following  names  have  been  removed  from  the  Enemy  Trading 
List,  as  announced  bv  the  War  Trade  Board : 
Baasch  *  Romer,  t^uerto  Cabello,  Venezuela  (July  26, 1918). 
Baasch,  Adolfo,  Puerto  Cabello,  Venezuela  (July  20, 1018). 


CONDITIOH  OF  EOTPTIAB  COTTON  CBOP. 


During  May  the  weather  was  changeable  and  generally  cool  and 
not  beneficial  to  cotton.  Rain  and  hail  for  two  days  in  the  early 
part  of  the  month  caused  considerable  local  damage.  Toward  the 
end  of  the  month  more  favorable  weather  condition  prevailed.  The 
water  supply  everj'where  is  ample.  Kesowing,  thinnings  hoeing,  and 
watering  are  now  under  way. 

Slight  damage  is  reported  from  mole-cricket  and  cutworm  attacks; 
occasional  cases  of  sore  shin  have  been  noticed,  but  without  damage 
of  importance.  Cottonworm  egg  masses  are  in  evidence  in  isolated 
areas. 

The  unsatisfactory  weather  conditions  have  made  the  crop  con- 
siderably later  than  last  year,  especially  in  Lower  Egypt.  In  many 
places  two  and  even  three  rosowings  were  necessary.  The  extent 
to  which  it  was  necessary  may  be  juagcd  from  the  fact  that  resowing 
proceeded  until  the  end  of  May.  The  early  crop  was  affected  most; 
the  late  one  is  doing  comparatively  well. 
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KEOULUIONS  FOS  COKTRAGIS  WITH  DEPABTOEKI. 

To  Chiefs  of  Bureaus  and  Oftces  in  the  Department  of  Commerce^ 

and  others  concerned': 

Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  following  from  a  letter  of  the 
Attorney  General  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  dat«d  June  18, 1918': 

A  sLtuatlon  which  Vaa  arisen  la  the  matter  of  Gorerimient  contracts  seems 
to  me  to  require  summary  action.  Owing  to  the  tremendous  increase  lu  Govern- 
ment buslaess  and  the  speed  with  which  It  must  be  executed,  some  manufac- 
turers because  of  ignorance  or  misinformation  have  thought  It  necessary  to 
negotiate  with  the  Government  through  contract  brokers  or  contingent-fee  oper- 
.  ators.  It  follows  that  the  system  requires  a  contractor  In  making  his  estimate 
to  load  his  bid  with  the  contingent-fee  item.  The  courts  have  Dniversallj 
condemned  the  contingent-fee  contract.  The  methods  employed  by  the  contin- 
gent-fee operator  are  often  Insidious  and  reprehensible,  and.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  nferage  fee  Is  5  per  cent,  the  resulting  cost  to  the  Government  Is  very 
great.  Ai  a  meatu  of  Brcofcinfr  up  tKU  practice  I  have  prepared  the  following 
form  of  covcnatU,  vJiich  tlm  Fretident  requeslt  tlutll  be  inserted  in  oil  Oovertt- 
mciit  contraels: 

"  The  contractor  expressly  warrants  that  he  has  employed  no  third  person 
to  solicit  or  obtain  this  contract  in  his  behalf,  or  to  cause  or  procure  the  same 
to  be  obtained  upon  compensation  In  any  way  contlug^it,  In  whole  or  In  part, 
upon  such  procuremmt ;  and  that  be  bais  not  paid,  or  promised  or  agreed  to  pay. 
to  any  third  person,  in  consideration  of  such  procurement,  or  In  compensation 
for  services  In  connectiwi  therewith,  any  brokerage,  commission,  or  percentage 
upon  the  amount  receivable  by  him  hereunder ;  and  that  he  has  not.  In  estimat- 
ing the  contract  price  demanded  by  hlro,  tnclnded  any  sum  by  reason  of  any 
such  brokcraee,  commission,  or  percentage;  and  that  all  moneys  payoble  to  him 
hereunder  arc  free  from  obligation  to  any  other  person  for  services  rendernl. 
or  supposed  to  have  been  rendered,  In  the  procurement  of  this  contracL  He 
further  agrees  that  any  breach  of  this  warranty  Hhall  constitute  adequate 
cause  for  the  onnnlmeut  of  this  contract  by  the  United  States,  and  thut  the 
United  Ktatea  may  retain  to  its  own  use  from  ony  sums  due  or  to  become  due 
thereunder  an  amount  equal  to  any  brokerage,  commission,  or  percentage  so 
paid,  or  agreed  to  be  pnld." 

As  an  additional  protection  It  Is  requested  that  your  Department  adopt  as  a 
regulation  the  lojlowlng  laoguage  taken. from  section  3722,  pafn^tTSS,  Revised 
Statutes,  as  applied  to  the  Navy  Department!  "And  no  person  shnll  be  received 
as  a  contractor  wlio  Is  not  a  manufacturer  of  or  regular  dealer  in  the  articles 
which  he  offers  to  supply."  This  will  synchronize  the  action  of  offlclnls  of  your 
Department  with  that  of  the  contractor,  who  is  prohibited  by  section  3T37. 
Itevised  Statutes,  from  transferring  his  contract  or  order,  or  any  interest 
therein,  to  any  other  party. 

It  is  Rccoidingly  directed  that  aU  contracts,  whether  formal  or 
informal — the  latter  including  those  consisting  of  an  offer  and 
acceptances-hereafter  entered  into  by  officers  or  agents  of  the  Depart- 
ment shall  contain  the  above  form  of  covenant  regarding  the  employ- 
ment of  contract  brokers  and  contingent-fee  operators,  etc.  Notice 
of  this  should  be  given  to  all  prospective  bidders. 

Furthermore,  the  following  regulation  is  hereby  promulgated : 


In  calling  for  bids  for  the  furnishing  of  articles,  supplies,  materials, 
and  equipment  the  foregoing  regulation  should  be  incorporated  in 
the  notice  or  instructions  to  bidders  at  the  time  bids  are  solicited; 
and  this  regulation  shall  also  govem  in  cases  where  an  award  is  to  be 
made  for  the  furnishing  of  such  articles,  supplies,  materials,  and 
equipment,  without  soliciting  bids  therefor  under  the  exceptions  to 
the  law  requiring  competition, 

William  C.  Eedfieij>,  /Secretary. 
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TAPIOCA  mSUSTEY  0^  UASASASCAK  ADD  BEUHION. 

[CoDBul  JnmtB  O.  Carter,  TanantrlTO,  MadasascBr.  ] 
No  tapioca  flour  is  exported  from  either  Madngnscar  or  Reniuon, 
although  tapioca  in  the  crust  form,  that  is,  in  pieces,  is  exported 
from  lK)th  countries  to  France.  ■  This  material  is  shipped  to  French 
firms  handling  tapioca  and  its  products,  and  is,  therefore,  not  treated 
further  locally  with  a  view  to  avoiding  competition  with  the  products 
of  the  French  purchasers  of  the  local  output.  A  small  quantity  of 
tapioca  consumed  locally  is  usually  sold  in  granulated  form,  but,  for 
the  reason  stated  above,  even  this  is  not  exported  to  France.  If  suf- 
ficient inducement  were  offered  it  is  likely  that  the  producers  of 
tapioca  here  would  undertake  to  turn  out  tapioca  in  tne  powdered 
form  for  exportation  to  the  United  States. 
Esporti  of  Tapioca  and  Other  Kanloe  Prodnett. 

Tapioca  is  made  from  manioc  roots.  In  Madagascar  the  tapioca 
industry  is  less  than  ten  years  old  and  is  yet  confined  to  about  six 
establishments,  whose  total  output  in  1916,  the  last  year  for  which 
statistics  are  available,  amountwl  to  about  600  metric  tons.  The  in- 
dustry is  very  much  older  in  Keunion,  where  there  are  eight  estab- 
lishments, whose  total  output  amounted  to  about  3,000  tons  in  1916. 
The  quantity  of  tapioca,  m  metric  tons,  exported  from  Madagascar 
and  Beunion  in  the  years  1913  to  1916,  inclusive,  is  shown  m  the 
following  table : 


r^ 

..ss,, 

bSIZ. 

Y^ 

From 
UadagBscar 

it. 

678 

"1-if. 

1«16'. 

Tim. 

£30 

Ttm. 
2,797 

' 

In  Madafnscar,  manioc  roots  rfre  used  larg;ely  for  the  manufacture 
of  manioc  flour  and  fecula.  The  quantities,  in  metric  tons,  of  these 
two  products  exported  in  the  years  1913  to  1916,  inclusive,  were  as 
follows : 


Ytan. 

Flour. 

Fecula. 

Year.. 

Flour. 

Fecula. 

Tmt. 

333 

Tom, 

a;o87 

T-otU- 

A  list  of  manufacturers  of  tapioca  in  Madagascar  and  Keunion 
and  of  exporters  of  general  merchandise  in  Reunion  is  transmitted 

t copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  . 
>omestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  by  refer-  ; 
ring  to  file  No.  10232-2.] 

POST  OFFICE  SAVINOS  BANXS  IN' NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Causal  a<^nprnl  Alfred  A.  WlUblow,  Auckland,  lone  22.] 

At  the  end  of  the  fifty-first  year  of  the  post  office  savings  bank  in  : 
New  Zealand,  which  ended  March  31,  1918,  there  were  791  branches 
or  offices  where  post  office  savings  deposits  were  handled,  with  506,351  . 
accounts  then  open,  and  a  total  credit  balance  of  $142,0S4^32.  The  i 
(Wellington  post  office  took  the  lead,  with  Auckland  second,  Christ-  j 
church  third,  and  Dunedin  fourth  in  the  list. 
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ICotisul  Howard  D.  Van  Sant,  DunfermllDe,  BcoUand,  Jolr  3-1 
While  there  are  no  fecent  developmenta  of  importance  in  th^ 
linen  trade  in  the  Dunfennline  consular  district  exports  from  the 
district  to  the  United  States  continue  to  show  a  rapid  decrease,  the 
loss  during  the  Juno  quarter  past  amounting  to  $114,445,  com- 
pared with  the  June  statement  of  1917.  In  quantity  or  square  _ 
yards  the  decrease  in  linens  or  flax  fabrics  alone  is  S69,483  yards, 
compared  with  the  same  period  of  last  year.  Cotton  goods  show 
an  increase  of  43,378  square  yards,  the  value  showing  a  loss  of 
$3,098  in  comparison  with  the  previous  June  quarter.  A  com- 
parative analysis  of  these  figures  seems  to  indicate  that  the  price  of 
cotton  goods  has  been  considerably  lowered,  while  the  best  linen 
fabrics  are  becoming  scarce  and  higher  in  price  each  succeeding 
year  of  the  war.  The  exports  of  jute  paddings  shpw  a  gain  of 
$2,650  compared  with  last  year's  figures  for  the  same  jieri^.  Li- 
noleum machinery  continues  to  be  exported  to  the  United  States, 
the  figure  for  the  past  quarter  being  $8,448.  The  linoleum  export 
business  here  seems  to  have  ceased  entirely  as  compared  with  a  few 
years  back,  when  the  value  of  linoleum  exports  amounted  to  $600,000 
or  more  annually. 
7ewer  Invoices  CertiAed — Principal  Articles  Shipped. 

The  loss  in  the  number  of  invoices  certified  is  becoming  more 
noticeable  as  the  value  of  single  invoice  shipments  increase.  It  is 
claimed  there  is  a  smaller  percentage  of  cost  of  shipment  and  risk 
of  loss  on  larger  shipments,  and  larger  single  purchasing  orders  or 
consignments  are  tlie  result.  In  volume  of  actual  trade  each  quar- 
ter shows  a  considerable  decline  in  exports  as  well  as  in  the  number 
of  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate. 

The  comparative  value  of  shipments  from  the  Dunf^rpiline  con- 
sular district  to  the  United  States  during  the  quarters  ending  June 
30,  1917  and  1918,  is  as  follows : 


Articles. 

AprU-Jum,  1917. 

Aprll-Juw,  1918. 

Quantity. 

Valu.. 

(iouitfty. 

Value. 

WoTen  Dai  febrica 

....square  wda.. 

9l',T33 

^^*^ 

tBO,«G 

iSSP*<'!-«:;;.v:.v.v.v. 

■;::;;;::::;^rdi:: 

17,39G 

5,  TBS 

■^1 

";^ 

506 

78,807 

m.m 

370,  m 

During  the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1918.  there  were  no  shipments 
from  this  district  to  Porto  Rico  and  Hawaii,  and  no  returned  Ameri- 
can goods. 

Prospecting  for  Oil  in  British  Ouiana. 
A  Georgetown,  British  Guiana,  jiiiblication  states  that  the  Vene- 
zuelan Oil  Concessions,  ltd.,  an  English  company,  operating  in  Vene- 
zuela, has  secured  from  the  colonial  office  a  large  concession  in  the 
northwest  district  of  British  Guiana  to  explore  for  oil. 
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OBEASE  BEC07ERT  FBOK  WASTE  HATERIALS  IN  EKGLANB. 

[Conml  AngnstDs  E.  iDEram.  Bradford,  June  13.] 

The  June  number  of  the  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Dyers  and  Col- 
orists  contains  a  very  interesting  paper  by  J.  H.  Garner  and  J.  F. 
Carmichael  on  "  The  recovery  of  grease  from  waste  materials  by  the 
solvent  extraction  process," 

Apart  from  the  war-time  necessity  for  saving  fats  and  oils,  the 
treatment  of  trade  or  municipal  effluents  containing  grease  is  always 
a  matter  of  great  economic  interest  and  value,  especially  in  districts 
where  wool  textiles  are  manufactured.  The  paper  referred  to  goes 
very  thoroughly  into  the  plant  and  methods  used  in  Great  Britain 
in  connection  with  grease  or  sud  cake  and  sewage  sludge  and  also  for 
grease  refining;  it  is  quoted  nearly  in  full  below : 
Trade  and  Knaldpal  Waitet. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  oils  and  fats 
used  in  the  form  of  soap  and  run  to  waste  as  suds  can  and  ought  to  be 
recovered,  not  only  from  those  mills  engaged  in  the  woolen  industry, 
but  also  from  the  sewage  of  those  towns  engaged  in  that  industry, 
where  as  a  rule  considerable  volumes  of  trade  waste  are  discharged 
to  the  sewers.  The  oils  and  fats  from  the  soaps  are  all  in  the  sewage 
and  can  be  recovered  by  suitable  methods.  The  question  is  to  make 
the  process  an  economical  one. 

Another  source  of  wastage  was  the  animal  ^ts  from  kitchens,  and 
this  went  finally  to  the  destructors.  In  the  City  of  New  York  this 
matter  had  been  dealt  with,  and  the  city  garbage  had  been  sorted  and 
graded  with  a  view  to  the  recovery  of  fatty  matter,  resulting  even  in 
pre-war  times  in  a  revenue  to  the  city.  Here,  in  this  country,  all  the 
refuse  bones  had,  of  course,  been  treated,  because  they  contained 
about  12  per  cent  of  grease ;  hut  it  was  not  entirely  to  recover  grease 
that  the  process  was  carried  out,  but  rather  as  a  preliminary  process 
toward  the  manufacture  of  gelatin  and  bone  phosphates. 

Further,  at  the  army  camps  in  France  ind  other  countries,  and 
even  at  home,  all  fatty  matters  are  collected  and  treated  for  grease 
recovery,  not  only  because  of  the  fatty  matter  as  such,  but  more  es- 
pecially on  account  of  the  glycerine  which  is  obtainable  by  the  sapon- 
ification of  the  natural  fats  and  oils  when  recovered.  Then,  again, 
there  is  the  possibility  of  recovering  valuable  oils  and  fats  from  the 
waste  fish  and  fish  offal  at  all  fishing  ports,  and  this  matter  has  lately 
received  its  share  of  attention. 

Of  course  the  question  of  grease  recovery  in  connection  with  the 
woolen  mills  of  the  West  Riding  has  received  attention,  bntit  has  not 
been  thorough,  nor  can  it  be  said  that  any  degree  of  finality  has  been 
arrived  at.  That  part  of  the  grease  which  was  recoverable  from 
effluents  by  acidification  in  seak  tanks  and  steam  pressing  of  the  re- 
sultant magma  was  largely  extracted  because  the  process  was  simple 
and  easj',  but  independent  reports  show  that  even  this  process  was 
carried  on  very  indifferently  in  many  instances.  Now,  when  the 
scarcity  of  grease  is  so  great,  attention  has  even  been  given  to  the  re- 
covery of  the  grease  contained  in  the  steam  pressed  cake. 

These,  then,  are  the  main  sources  from  which  oils,  fats,  and  grease 
may  bo  recovered,  but  they  have  not  been  sufficienllj'  exploited.  Gen- 
erally speaking,  there  is  one  principle  on  which  the  efficient  and 
thorough  extraction  of  grease  depends,  and  that  is  extraction  by  sol- 
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The  solvenfc  extractdon  process  had  been  applied  prior  to  the  war  to 
the  recovery  of  valuable  oils  from  oil  seeds  and  from  the  oil  cake  of 
the  seed  crushing  mills, ,  and  in  this  way,  after  the  hner  grades  of 
oils,  such  as  castor,  palm  kernel,  linseed,  rapeseed,  and  cottonseed, 
had  been  pressed  out  of  the  various  seeds,  the  press  cake  was  disinte- 
grated and  treated  by  the  solvent  process  for  the  recovery  of  second 
and  third-grade  oils  which  could  not  be  pressed  out.  Only  to  a  slight 
extent,  however,  bad  the  solvent  process  been  applied  to  the  recovery 
of  grease  from  materials  such  as  sud  cake  and  sewage  cake,  whi(^ 
contain  low-grade  oils  and  greases. 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  outline  in  general  the  application  of 
a  solvent  extraction  plant  to  those  materials  which  hereto  have  been 
neglected,  with  special  reference  to  sud  cake  from  the  textile  indus- 
tries and  sewage  sludge  from  towns  engaged  in  the  woolen  trade. 
Oven  and  Filter  Frewcs  tot  HandllBK  Bnd  Cake. 

Before  proceeding  to  describe  the  plant  and  method  of  coeration 
it  will  be  necessary  to  discuss  \n  greater  detail  these  two  classes  of 
material. 

Sud  or  aeaJc  cake. — Dealing  first  with  sud  cake,  this  material  varies 
considerably  in  composition,  according  as  it  is  derived  from  wool 
washing,  piece  scouring,  or  other  textile  refuse,  and  also  according  to 
the  type  of  steam  press  which  has  been  used  for  pressing  the  fatty 
magma  produced  from  the  seak  plant- 

At  the  present  time  thei-e  arc  two  types  of  steam  press  in  general 
use:  (1)  The  oven  press,  in  which  Uie  magma  is  prised  after  being 
wrapped  in  sacking  by  manual  labor;  (2)  the  steam-heated  filter 
press,  into  which  the  previously  heated  magma  is  forced  either  by 
steam  pressure  alone  or  by  steam  and  compressed  air  used  alternately. 
The  cake  from  the  oven  press,  with  careful  working,  ctmtains  only 
12  to  15  per  cent  of  moisture,  and,  b^ing  only  about  one-f<iurth  inca 
thick,  can  readily  be  broken  into  small  pieces,  in  which- 'condition 
it  is  ready  'or  the  solvent-extraction  process. 

During  recent  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  replace  the  oven 
pre.ss  by  the  steam- hefite«l  filter  press,  following  the  method  adopted 
at  the  Bradford  and  Morloy  sewage  works.  The  steam  filter  press 
has  much  to  recommend  it.  The  operating  expenses  are  less  than  in 
the  case  of  the  oven  press,  and  since  it  obviates  the  wrapping  up  of 
the  magma  in  cloths,  it  becomes  possible  to  collect  the  magma  by 
means  of  a  suitable  tank  wagon  from  individual  works  and  to  carry 
out  the  steam  pressing  at  one  central  plant. 
Experiments  Wltli  Steam- Pre ised  Magna, 

The  Koyal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal,  in  its  ninth  report, 

fioints  out :  "  When  grease  or  oil  is  racovcred  from  any  scouring 
iquors.  manufactui-ers  would  bo  wise  to  consider  the  replacement  of 
the  old  forms  of  grease  press  by  the  modern  steam-heated  filter  press, 
and  also  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  sale  of  the  partially  degreased 
cake,"  The  only  disadvantage  of  the  steam-heated  filter  press  is  that 
the  cake  is  not  in  a  suitable  condition  for  direct  extraction  by  a  sol- 
vent. It  may  contain  35  or  more  per  cent  of  moisture,  and,  being 
about  IJ  inches  thick,  does  not  dry  quickly  when  stored.  However, 
this  difficulty  may  be  overcome  by  drying  the  material  on  a  fioor 
heated  by  wa^tc  ffue  giises  or  exhaust  steam,  or  by  passing  the  mata- 
rial  through  a  nioclinnical  dryer.    The  cake  should  be  dried  down  to 
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10  to  15  per  cent  moisture  and  roughly  disintegrated  before  the  sol- 
Tent-extraction  process  is  attempted. 

The  following  table,  taken  from  "  Trade  Waste  Waters  "  (Dr.  Wil- 
Bon  and  Dr.  Calvert),  will  serve  to  show  the  results,  expressed  in 
parts  per  cent,  obtained  by  the  steam  pressing  of  magma.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  press  cake  contains  from  20  to  30  per  cent  of  grease 
on  the  perfectly  dry  solid  matter,  and  the  greater  part  of  this  can  be 
recovered  by  the  solvent  process. 


Calfnlntri  on  dry  solLdi, 
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13.M 
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Xenlti  ObtftiBcd  wltb  atv&gK  Blvdge. 

Sewage  sludge. — It  will  be  obvious  that  the  economical  recovery  of 
grease  from  such  a  crude  material  as  sewage  sludge,  which  seldom 
contains  less  than  &0  per  cent  of  water,  presents  a  far  more  difficult 
problem  than  the  recovery  of  grease  from  the  effluents  from  the 
woolen  industry.  Thia  is  due  to  the  comparatively  low  grease  con- 
tent of  the  material  and  to  the  mechanical  difflcuUics  and  e.xpcnse  in- 
volved in  reducing  the  peicentage  of  moisture  to  such  an  extent  tliat 
the  material  can  be  treated  by  the  solvent  extraction  process. 
Further,  the  peculiar  local  conditions  which  exist  at  most  sewage 
works  demand  that  careful  investigation  and  consideration  sliould  be 
given  to  each  individual  case  before  the  exact  details  of  the  process 
can  be  decided  upon.  It  is  therefore  on  this  occasion  not  proposed  to 
enter  into  any  detnited  discussion  of  the  "sludge  problem,"  but 
merely  to  describe  what  has  been  accomplished  in  certain  individual 


The  table  below  shows  the  analytical  resiiU 
sludge  taken  from  the  works  of  12  towns  en 
dustry,  expressed  in  parts  per  cent  on  perfect 
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In  only  two  instances  has  any  attempt  been  made  at  grease  t«oot- 
ery,  and  in  both  cases  the  attempt  has  been  «itirel]r  suocesgfuL  (It 
ought  to  be  stated  that  Bradford  is  not  included  in  this  list.)  In 
most  of  the  other  cases,  so  fat  from  any  attempt  at  grease  recovery 
being  made,  the  sewage  is  generally  dosed  with  lime  as  a  precipitant, 
which  has  the  effect  of  lowering  the  percentage  of  grease  m  the 
resultant  sludge,  as  well  as  rendering  its  recovery  a  costly  ii  not 
impossible  undertaking. 
Ireeipitatlon  Hetliodi — Two  Clatsei  of  SlDd^ei. 

In  one  of  the  cases  cited  experiments  over  several  months  have 
shown  that  the  replacement  of  lime  by  an  acid-  precipitant,  such  as 
niter  cake  used  judiciously,  has  resulted  in  the  production  of  a  sludge 
containing  30  per  cent  of  grease  on  the  dried  solid  matter,  as  against 
only  12  to  15  per  cent  when  lime  was  used.  Further,  the  application 
of  a  small  quantity  of  milk  of  lime  to  the  precipitation  tank  effluent, 
to  counteract  any  tendency  toward  acidity,  has  resulted  in  the  pro- 
duction of  a  final  effluent  from  the  filtration  process  much  better 
tiian  was  obtained  after  direct  lime  precipitation  of  the  sewage. 
The  cost  of  chemicals  was  practically  the  same  in  each  case,  while  on 
the  cne  hand  a  sludge  rich  in  grease  was  produced,  and  on  the  other 
a  worthless  sludge. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  No.  2  (last  above)  that  the  percentage 
of  gi-easc  in  the  dry  solid  matter  varies  from  slightly  over  40  per 
cent  to  15  per  cent,  and  this  latter  figure  must  be  regarded  as  the 
minimum  below  which  recovery  from  this  class  of  material  can  not 
be  profitably  carried  out.  It  is  also  possible  roughly  to  divide 
sludges  into  two  classes,  those  containing  a  percentage  of  gi-ease  of 
30  or  more  and  those  containing  less  than  30  per  cent  of  grease.  It 
is  advisable  to  treat  the  first  class  by  acidification  and  pressing  in 
steam-heated  filter  presses,  and  after  removing  a  portion  of  the 
grease  in  this  manner  to  dry  the  press  cake  down  to  15  to  20  per  cent 
moisture  previous  to  its  extraction  by  tlie  solvent  process.  In  fact, 
the  method  is  almost  identical  with  that  adopted  in  the  case  of  steam 
pressing  the  magma  from  seak  plants  in  the  same  type  of  filter  press. 

With  regard  to  class  2,  it  has  been  found  that  the  miantity  of  grease 
which  can  be  removed  by  steam  pressing  is  not  sufficiently  large  to 
warrant  that  operation  being  performed,  and  that  it  is  more  economi- 
cal to  acidify  the  raw  sludge  and  to  filter-pitss  it  cold.  In  this  case 
all  of  the  grease  present  in  the  sludge  remains  in  the  press  cake,  and 
the  operation  of  pressing  is  purely  a  dewatering.  process.  Generally 
the  operation  results  in  the  production  of  a  press  cake  containing 
from  45  to  50  per  cent  of  moisture.  Such  a  cake  is,  of  course,  too 
wet  to  be  degreased  by  the  solvent  i>rocess.  It  must  fii-st  be  dried 
down  to  15  to  20  per  cent  moisture  either  on  a  drying  floor  or  prefer- 
ably by  some  form  of  mechanical  drier. 
Kecbanlcal  Direri  for  Large  Quaatltiei  of  Preii  Cake. 

When  dealing  with  large  quantities  of  press  cake,  either  from 
steam  presses  or  cold  presses,  the  use  of  a  mechanical  dryer  is  far 
more  expeditious  and  requires  less  room  than  is  requirejl  for  the 
natural  drying  of  the  material.  It  may  be  interesting  to  give  a  brief 
description  of  a  few  typoH  of  iiiechunical  dr.vers. 

(1)  Thr.  Ruggles-C'oks  dryer. — This  form  of  dryer  was  originally 
desigiioil  for  drying  cement.     It  has  been  in  use  at  Bradford  and 
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Tadcaster,  and  is  in  use  at  Huddersfield  and  Korwich.  This  ma- 
diine  consists  of  two  concentric  inclined  cylinders,  fitted  with  steel 
tires  and  rotating  gear  and  mounted  upon  bearing  wheels.  It  is  ar- 
ranged so  tiiat  the  Quo  gases  from  a  furnace  pass  downward  through 
the  inner  cylinder  and  return  through  the  annular  space  between 
the  inner  and  outer  cylinders  and  thence  to  the  chimney.  The  press 
cake  to  be  dried  is  broken  up  and  fed  into  the  upper  end  of  the  spaca 
between  the  two  cylinders,  and  is  carried  along  oy  the  rotary  motion 
of  the  machine,  and  finally  discharged  in  a  dry  condition  at  the 
lower  end.  The  motion  of  the  material  is  thus  contrary  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  flue  gases,  which  take  up  and  carry  off  the  moisture  from 
the  material. 

(2)  The  Dublin  dryer. — ^This  dryer  conasts  of  a  flzed  vertical  iron 
cylinder  fitted  with  a  central  revolving  shaft.  Inside  the  cylinder 
is  a  series  of  horizontal  shelves  provided  with  suitable  openings. 
The  shelves  are  attached  fdtemately  to  the  cylinder  and  the  central 
shaft  Under  each  shelf  six  radial  scrapers  are  fixed,  those  under 
the  fixed  shelves  working  upon  the  upper  surface  of  the  revolving 
shelves,  and  those  under  the  revolving  shelves  operating  upon  the 
upper  surface  of  the  fixed  shelves.  Five  of  the  six  scrapers  take 
the  form  of  a  toothed  rake,  while  the  sixth  is  solid  and  pushes  the 
matenal  forward  until  it  falls  through  the  hole  onto  the  aielf  below 
and  is  at  length  discharged  at  the  bottom  of  the  cylmder.  The  dry- 
ing is  effect^  by  the  Sue  gasee,  which  pass  upward  through  the 
cylinder  and  carry  off  the  moisture  from  the  material. 

A  nird  Type  of  Ih^er. 

(3)  B.  T.  W.  (fry*)-.— Another  form  of  dryer  is  the  B.  T.  W.  com- 
bined refuse  destructor  and  dryer.  This  consists  of  two  inclined 
revolving  steel  cylinders  placed  one  above  the  other  in  a  continuous 
brick  flue.  The  cylindei-s  are  24  feet  long  and  2  feet  C  inches  in 
diameter.  Through  the  upper  runs  a  fixedgirder,  to  wliich  for  the 
upper  third  of  Its  length  fixed  scrapers  are  attached,  reaching  close 
to  the  inner  surface  of  the  cylinder.  The  middle  third  of  the  girder 
is  provided  with  teeth,  which  engage  with  other  alternate  teeth 
fixed  to  the  inside  of  the  cylinder.  To  the  inside  of  the  upper  cylin- 
der in  its  lower  third  and  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  lower 
cylinder  lifting  vanes  are  attached.  The  upper  cylinder  revolves 
12  times  a  minute  and  the  lower  one  at  half  this  rate. 

llie  sludge  is  forced  into  the  cylinder  by  a  worm;  the  scraper  on 
the  fixed  girder  prevents  it  from  adhering  to  the  inner  surface  of 
the  cylinder;  the  engaging  fingers  on  the  girder  and  the  cylinder 
break  it  up  into  small  piecee;  and  the  lifting  vanes  previously  men- 
tioned keep  it  constantly  in  motion  and  throw  it  about  from  side  to 
side  in  its  passage  through  the  dryer. 

The  sludge  is  dried  partly  by  hot  gases  from  the  furnace,  which 
surrounds  the  cylinder  in  the  brick  flue,  and  partly  by  warm  air 
which  is  driven  through  the  cylinder  by  means  of  a  fan.  The  furnace 
is  built  aftM-  the  manner  of  a  refuse  destructor  and  is  thus  able  to' 
bum  very  low  grade  fuel. 
Equipment  of  Bxtracttoa  Plant. 

Having  now  described  tlie  preparation  of  the  raw  material  it  ra«'  ' 
mains  to  describe  the  plant  and  process  of  extraction. 

Goot^lc 
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Extraction  plant. — ^The  extraction  plant  consi^  of  a  steel  or  cast- 
iron  vessel  known  as  the  "  extractor,"  for  holding  the  material  during 
extraction;  a  smaller  vessel  knovfn  as  the  "still,"  for  removing  the 
last  traces  of  the  solvent  from  the  recovered  grease ;  a  condenser,  for 
condensing  the  solvent  vapor  and  steam  used  in  the  process;  a  gravity 
separator,  for  separating  the  mixture  of  condensed  solvent  and  water; 
a  storage  tank  for  the  solvent,  and  cast-iron  or  lead-lined  vats  for  the 
refining  of  the  recovered  grease.  In  addition  there  is,  of  course,  the 
requisite  supply  of  steam  and  the  circulating  water  for  the  condenser. 

Extractor.— ^YiQ  design  of  the  extractor  may  vary  widely  as  re- 
gards both  capacity  and  arrangement,  the  capacity  ranging  from  2 
to  7  tons  of  material.  The  diameter  does  not  usually  exceed  8  feet, 
:which  figure  has  been  found  by  experience  most  convenient. 

As  will  be  shown  later,  the  neignt  of  the  extractor  must  be  consid- 
ered in  connection  with  the  nature  of  the  material  to  be  operated 
upon,  otherwise  certain  difficulties  in  the  process  work  may  arise. 
Inere  are,  however,  certain  fixed  features  in  the  deagn.  The  charg- 
ing door  should  be  at  the  top,  and  the  discharging  door  either  at  the 
bottom  or  at  the  bottom  of  the  side.  A  false  bottom  of  removable 
perforated  iron  plates  is  arranged  in  the  lower  part  of  the  extractor 
at  the  same  level  as  the  bottom  of  the  discharge  manhole.  These 
perforated  plates  are  covered  with  one  or  two  layers  of  canvas  or 
sacking,  over  which  is  placed  a  second  set  of  light  sheet  metal  per- 
foratea  plates  to  hold  the  canvas  in  position.  These  then  act  both  as 
a  support  for  the  material  and  as  a  filter  for  the  grease  solution. 

That  portion  of  the  e:£tractor  below  the  perforated  plates  serves^  at 
the  commencement  of  the  process,  as  a  receptacle  liir  the  solvent, 
.and  later  for  the  mixture  of  grease  and  solvent.  Fitted  into  this 
lower  portion  are  an  open  steam  pipe,  a  closed  steam  coil,  and  pipe 
connections  to  the  solvent  storage  tank  and  the  still.  Leading  from 
the  top  of  the  extractor  the  condenser  is  a  6-inch  cast-ipan  pipe  for 
conveying  the  vapors.  All  pipes  are,  of  course,  fitted  with  the  neces- 
sary, valves  and  taps. 
SHU,  Condenier,  Separator,  and  Storagr«  Tank. 

Still. — The  still  is  merely  a  steel  or  cast-iron  cylinder  containing  a 
closed  steam  coil  and  an  open  steam  pipe,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ex- 
tractor. It  is  also  fitted  at  the  top  with  a  vapor  pipe  leading  to  the 
condenser,  and  at  the  bottom  with  a  draw-off  pipe  for  the  removal 
of  the  recovered  grease  to  the  refining  tanks. 

Condenser. — In  connection  with  the  condenser  it  has  been  found, 
when  dealing  with  sud  cake  and  sewage  cake,  that  special  precautions 
must  be  exercised  because  of  the  volatile  fatty  acids  which  are  evolved 
and  carried  up  with  the  steam  and  solvent  vapor.  The  common  type 
of  condenser,  with  steel  or  wroiight-iron  tubes,  will  not  stand  more 
than  six  to  nine  months  of  continuous  working,  while  brass  tubes  are 
gradually  dezincified  and  must  be  replaced  after  12  to  18  months' 
use.  The  two  most  satisfactory  forms  of  condenser  are  the  tubular 
contraflow  condenser  with  copper  tubes,  which,  although  expensive 
initially,  is  very  efficient,  and  the  improved  multitubular  cast-iron 
condenser.  At  the  present  time,  however,  copper  is  unobtainable  and 
the  use  of  the  cast-iron  condenser  becomes  a  necessity. 

Gravity  separator. — ^The  gravity  separator  is  a  ^mple  arrange- 
ment wherein  the  mixture  of  solvent  and  water  coming  from  the  con- 


COMMEBOE  BEFOBTB.  363 

denser  separates  because  of  the  difference  in  their  specific  graTitv. 
'The  water,  being  the  heavier,  goes  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  and  is 
siphoned  away  to  the  drain,  i^ilo  the  solvent  is  drawn  off  from  the 
top  and  returns  to  the  storage  tank.    The  operation  is  automatic. 

Solvent  storage  tank. — The  solvent  storage  tank  is  simply  an  iron 
tank  with  a  gauge  glass  and  with  a  pipe  connection  for  admitting 
solvent  into  the  lower  portion  of  the  extractor  and  a  return  pipe  from 
the  separator. 

In  designing  and  erecting  a  solvent  extraction  plant  for  dealing 
with  large  quantities  of  low-grade  material  it  also  becomes  necessary 
to  arrange  that  the  charging  and  emptying  of  the  extractor  can  be 
accomplished  rapidly  and  with  a  minimum  of  labor. 
Praoesi  of  Eztraotion  Seiorlbed. 

The  process  of  extraction  is  carried  out  as  follows :  Having  care- 
fully arranged  the  perforated  plates  and  canvas,  the  bottom  door  of 
the  extractor  is  closed  and  jointed  upon  the  extractor  body.  A  charge 
of  dry  material  is  then  fed  through  the  top  manhole  into  the  ex- 
tractor, and  the  manhole  door  carefully  secured  upon  the  jointing. 
The  quantity  of  material  which  can  be  worked  as  a  charge  in  a  given 
extractor  has  been  found  to  vary  with  the  nature  of  the  material.  If 
the  material  contains  a  large  proportion,  say,  45  to  5i>  per  cent,  of 
mineral  matter,  such  as  sand  and  dirt,  it  is  possible  as  a  rule  to  work 
with  an  extractor  6  or  9  feet  in  depth  and  to  have  almost  thorough 
extraction,  because  of  the  openness  and  stability  of  the  material. 

Witli  a  material  containing  2o  per  cent  of  mineral  matter  and  a 
large  quantity  of  organic  matter  in  addition  to  grease,  it  may  only 
bepo.ssible  to  work  with  a  depth  of  4  to  5  feet  of  material.  This  i3 
because  the  material  when  saturated  with  the  solvent  tends  to  disin- 
tegrate and  settle  down  into  a  compact  mass  upon  the  perforated 
plates,  which,  if  a  great  weight  of  material  is  nscA,  become  choked, 
with  the  re^t  that  the  upward  circulation  bf  the  solvent  and  the 
passage  of  the  grease  downward  into  the  bottom  portion  of  the  ex- 
tractor are  prevented,  thus  causing  very  indifferent  extraction  to 
occur.  With  material  of  this  character  it  is  necessary  that  the  di- 
ameter of  the  extractor  should  be  large  in  comparison  with  the  height, 
so  that  the  pressure  of  material  on  the  perforated  plates  is  not  too 
great. 

The  next  operation  is  to  run  a  volume  of  solvent,  100  to  150  gallons, 
from  the  storage  tank  into  the  lower  portion  of  the  extractor.  Steam 
is  then  gradually  turned  into  the  closed  coil  and  the  solvent  gently 
evaporates,  rising  through  the  perforated  plates  into  the  material 
and  finally  through  it  into  the  condenser.  The  liquid  from  the  con- 
denser then  passes  onward  through  the  separator,  the  solvent  return- 
ing to  the  storage  tank.  In  this  manner  the  whole  mass  of  material 
becomes  heated  and  saturated  with  solvent,  and  there  is  then  a  con- 
tinuous percolation  of  grease  dissolved  in  tlie  solvent  downward 
through  the  perforated  plates  and  into  the  lower  part  of  the  ex- 
tractor. 
BecoverliiK  tk«  Solvent. 

Fresh  supplies  of  solvent  are  admitto<l  from  the  storage  tank  to 
the  extractor  from  time  to  time,  so  that  a  steady  stream  of  lifiuid 
runs  into  the  separator.  This  process  is  continued  for  0  to  10  hours, 
according  to  the  weight  and  nature  of  the  material;  by  this  time 
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practically  the  whole  of  the  grease  will  have  been  brought  down  into 
the  lower  part  of  the  extractor.  Further  additions  of  solvent  are  then 
discontinued,  and  the  steam  coil  is  gradually  turned  on  full  bore 
until  the  flow  of  solvent  from  the  condenser  almost  ceases.  The  low^r 
part  of  the  extractor  then  contains  a  saturated  solution  of  grease. 
This  is  next  removed  to  the  still  by  closing  the  vapor  valve  on  the 
extractor  and  admitting  a  little  open  steam  until  a  pressure  of  2  to 
3  pounds  is  shown  on  the  gauge.  Tlie  valve  od  the  pipe  connect- 
ing the  extractor  to  the  still  is  then  opened,  and  the  crease  solution 
is  forced  by  the  pressure  from  the  extractor  to  the  stUl.  If  the  ma- 
terial is  rich  in  grease,  this  blowing-out  process  may  have  to  be 
carried  out  two  or  tliree  times  during  the  extraction  process,  as  well 
as  at  the  finish. 

It  now  remains  to  recover  the  solvent  with  which  the  extracted 
material  is,  of  course,  saturated.  This  is  accomplished  by  keeping  on 
the  closed  coil  at  full,  and  at  the  same  time  admitting  a  blast  of  open 
steam,  gradually  increasing  in  intensity,  into  the  lower  part  of  the 
extractor.  The  mixture  of  steam  and  solvent  vapor  passes  as  before 
to  the  condenser,  thence  to  the  separator,  from  wliich  the  sohent  re- 
turns to  tiie  storage  tank.'  This  operation  is  continued  until  a  sample 
of  the  liquid  flowmg  from  the  condenser  shows  only  a  film  of  solvent, 
the  time  generally  occupied  being  four  or  five  hours.  All  steam  is 
then  shut  off,  the  vapor  valve  closed,  both  doors  opened,  and  the  ex- 
tracted material  is  ready  for  discharging.  While  the  discharging  of 
the  materiaris  being  carried  on  the  process  of  recovering  the  solvent 
from  the  grease  in  the  still  is  proceeded  with,  and  this  is  effected  in 
exactly  the  same  manner  as  the  recovery  of  the  solvent  from  the 
extracted  mass. 

When  solvent  ceases  to  be  evolved  from  the  still  the  remaining 
grease  is  blown  out  by  stetun  pressure  into  the  refining  vats,  this  be- 
ing the  final  stage  of  the  process,  ,The  extractor  is  then  cleaned  out 
and  prepared  for  the  next  charge.  The  time  of  a  complete  cycle  or 
operation  is  generally  from  14  to  16  hours. 
Qrease  Eeflning — FolntB  to  be  Obierred. 

Grease  refning. — The  treatment  for  the  refining  of  the  grease  con- 
sists in  rapidly  raising  the  grease  to  100°  C.  by  means  of  live  steam, 
then  adding  brown  oil  of,  vitriol  (80  per  cent  acid)  amounting  to  2  to 
3  per  cent  of  the  weight  of  grease,  and  maintaining  a  brisk  mixing 
for  20  minutes  by  means  of  the  perforated  steam  pipe.  After 
settling  for  24  to  48  hours  the  supernatant  grease  is  drawn  off  and 
baireled,  leaving  the  dirt  and  water  beliind.  In  this  way  a  product 
containing  only  1  or  2  per  cent  of  impurities,  including  dirt  and 
moisture,  can  be  obtained,  and  the  full  market  value  realized. 

It  must  be  carefully  noted  that  in  order  to  carry  out  the  process 
to  the  iK'st  advantage  special  attention  should  be  given  to  the  follow- 
ing points: 

lUteam  supply. — There  should  be  an  ample  supply  of  steam,  prefer- 
ably from  a  Lancashire  or  similar  boiler  working  at  not  less  than  100 
jMjunds  pressure,  in  order  to  insure  a  high  temperature  for  the  evap- 
oration of  the  solvent  and  to  provide  a  good  blast  of  open  steam  for 
the  removal  of  the  solvent  absorbed  by  the  maferinl, 

Soh-enf. — AVhen  dealing  with  low-grade  material  petroleum  ben- 
zine is  by  far  the  most  suitable  and  economical  solvent.    It  is  lighter 
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fiian  water  aod  a^arates  qnickl^  and  alioost  completely  from  it,  and 
in  addition  it  possesses  low  specific  and  latent  heate. 

It  is  also 'very  important  that  a  specially-  fractiiHiated  bcozina 
should  be  used  m  onier  to  reduce  loss  of  solvent  to  a  minimum. 
Fractions  distilling  completely  between  W-UO"  C.  or  IOC-ISC'*  C 
have  been  found  most  snitablc  as  being  slightly  nboTc  the  "boiling 
point  of  water.  They  have  the  great  ndvantage  that  by  their  use 
any  excess  of  moistnre  in  the  material  is  evaporated  and  more  com- 
plete extraction  is  then  obtained.  Workinc  under  the  conditions  out- 
Uned  it  has  been  found  after  several  years'  experience  that  the  aver- 
age loss  of  solvent  fulls  between  1  ajid  IJ  per  cent  by  weight  of  the 
raw  material  extracted,  or,  in  other  words,  the  loss  of  solvent  per 
ton  of  mnterinl  is  from  3  to4i  gallons. 
DIipouI  of  Eeiidne. 

Before  giving  a  statement  of  working  expenses  and  returns  from 
the  operation  of  the  soh  cut  process,  some  reference  ought  to  be  made 
to  the  disposal  of  the  I'esidual  material  after  extraction.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  tlie  greater  part  of  the  sud  cake  produced  in  the  West  Kiding 
is  sold  for  making  artificial  manure,  and  not  only  Is  the  grease 
wasted,  but  it  is  actually  detrimental  since  it  renders  the  ouiterial 
impervious  to  water  and  loss  readily  decomposed. 

The  material  after  its  dischai^  from  the  st^vent  ext^tctiim  plant 
contains  only  4  or  5  per  cent  of  grease  and  aboiit  10  per  cent  of 
moisture.  It  is  far  more  friable  and  in  mucli  better  condition  than 
the  original  cake;  and  since  the  grease  and  water  have  been  elimi- 
nated, the  percentage  of  nitrogenous  matter  becomes  proportionately 
higher.  The  value  of  the  material  as  a  fertilizer  is  therefore  greatly 
enhanced,  and,  in  fact,  at  least  double  tlie  price  of  the  original  cake 
has  been  obtained  for  the  degrcased  cake. 

Tie  increaang  demands  fcr  organic  fertilizers,  owing  to  shortage 
of  farmyard, ana  stable  manure,  will  certainly  lead  to  higher  pricos 
for  this  niatciial  in  future,  and  the  revenue  from  this  source  will 
prove  an  additional  incentive  toward  the  more  frequent  adoption  of 
the  solvent  extraction  process. 
Working  Costs  and  Ketnmi  of  Svd-Cake  Plant. 

The  following  figures  are  taken  from  the  workings  of  a  two-unit 
solvent  extraction  plant  working  on  sad  cake : 

The  plant  and  buildings,  etc.,  c<»t  approximately  $24,300.    The 

Suantity  of  sud  cake  treated  per  working  week  of  130  hours  is  60  tons. 
nterest  on  capital  at  7^  per  cent  amounts  to  S-S.-lSO;  labor  per  week, 
$83.20;  benzine  loss,  per  week,  $10d.50;  coal,  water,  and  other  ex- 
penses, $85 ;  total  per  week,  $313. 

The  revenue  from  the  plant,  of  course,  depends  on  the  (juality  of 
sod  cake  extracted.  In  this  case  the  figures  arc  based  on  nn  average 
of  15  per  cent  grease  content.  Sixty  tons  sud  cake,  ir>  per  cent  grease, 
yields  approximately  50  tons  of  fertilizer  readily  salcahle  at  $3  per 
ton,  and  6  tons  12  hundredweight  of  grease.  Leaving  the  question  of 
the  sale  of  f^tilizer  entirely  out  of  considei'ation,  to  recover  6  tons 
12  hundredweight  has  cost  $313,  or  $47..^0  per  ton  of  (irense,  while  the 
mai^et  price  ror  similar  grense  is  at  the  present  time  almut  $200 
per  ton. 

Of  course,  when  material  c(mtaioing  20  per  cent  or  ^5  per  cent  of 
grease  is  being  worked,  the  returns  of  grease  are  highi^i',  and  as  there 
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IS  little  increase  in  operating  expenses,  the  cost  per  ton  of  recovered 

grease  becomes  much  lower, 

Bctotua  Wlien  Vting  Sewage  Sludge  Cake, 

A  three-unit  solvent  extraction  plant,  erected  in  1911  at  s  cost  of 
$10,000-  (which,  of  course,  is  much  Below  the  present-day  value  of  the 
same  plant),  gave  the  following  results: 

Eignty  tons  of  cake  containing  on  average  of  15  per  cent  moisture 
and  25  per  cent  grease  produced  approximately  65  tons  fertilizer  and 
14  tons  8  hundredweight  of  recovered  gi^ease  over  one  full  week  of 
168  hours. 

The  total  cost  of  operation,  allowing  $7.30  for  producing  each  ton 
of  material  suitable  for  extraction,  amounted  to  $1,050. 

The  fertilizer  sold  for  $6.05  per  ton,  and  thus  almost  covered  the 
cost  of  pressing  and  drying  the  raw  sludge. 

The  cost  per  ton  of  recovered  grease  amounted  to  $73,  or,  allowing 
for  the  value  of  fertilizer,  $45. 

Sufficient  has  been  said  to  sliow  that  even  apart  from  the  urgency 
for  preventing  the  waste  of  oils  and  grease,  the  recovery  of  these  ma- 
terials when  carried  out  with  carefully  controlled  and  well-designed 
plant  may  become  a  profitable  undertaking,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
manufacturers  and  local  authorities  will  investigate  their  own  par- 
ticular cases  and,  where  possible,  make  some  effort  to  recover  much 
of  the  grease  that  at  the  present  time  is  being  wasted. 


OniFin  OF  FOBT  WUUAU  STABCH  WOB^. 

ICongur  G.  R.  Taggart,  Fort  William  nnd  Port  Artbar,  Ontario,  Canada,  Jul;  10.] 

The  Canada  Starcli  Co.  (Ltd.),  has  two  plants,  of  equal  size,  in 
Canada,  for  tlie  manufacture  of  com  products,  one  at  Cardinal,  On- 
tario, and  the  other  at  Fort  William,  Ontario.  The  Fort  William 
plant  is  valued  at  $2,300,  for  plant  and  fixtures.  It  has  the  most 
modern  equipment,  some  of  wliich  came  from  the  United  States. 
About  4,000  busliels  of  corn  are  ground  daily,  the  com  coming  from 
the  United  States.  The  products  manufactured  from  the  com  are, 
starch,  glucose,  corn  sirup,  com  oil,  and  stock  feed. 

All  these  Fort  William  corn  products  are  ordinarily  sold  in 
Canada,  Glucose  shipments,  however,  to  the  value  of  $6,218,  were 
made  by  the  company  to  the  United  States  in  April  and  May,  1918. 


MJJED  CHAHBE&  OF  COHUEECE  FOB  BTTENOS  AIBES. 

[Commercial  Attach<5  Babcrt  S.  Barrett,  Buenoa  Aires,  ArgeDUoa,  June  4.] 

An  Allied  chamber  of  commerce  has  been  organized  in  Buenos 
Aires  with  the  object  of  unifying  and  promoting  the  commercial  and 
trade  interests  of  the  nations  at  war  with  the  Central  Powers.  The 
Allied  chamber  will  be  governed  by  three  delegates  from  each  of  the 
British,  French,  Italian,  and  Belgian  ChamtSrs  of  Commerce  and 
three  delegates  from  the  American  Commercial  Club.  Headquarters 
have  been  opened  in  the  center  of  Buenos  Aires  with  a  paid  secretary 
in  charge.  From  this  headquarters  information  of  interest  to  the 
various  organizations  constituting  the  Allied  chamber  will  be  for- 
warded. 

Goo<^lc 
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7B0T0SAI£  TOR  OOTXIWIIEHT  STTFPUKS  AND  COlTSTBITCTIOir. 


JCotreapaudence  alioald  be  direct  wltb  the  office*  namea,  and  spcclQcutlaiM  and  othw 
onn«tlon  can  ubusHj  be  obtclncd  at  the  points  where  the  gooas  are  to  be  f*' 

or  the  work  la  to  be  performed.     Id  caeea  where  the  tima  UnlC  la  too  abort  t 

ftrma  to  labmlt  tendara.  they  ahonld  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  nailing  Hat*  of  snui  uioL-es 

ts  recelTe  notlcea  calliox  (or  fature  auppiles  or  work  of  a  similar  oatuie,  I 

Navy  Department  tuppiiet.  No.  53Sft. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  tlie 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department.  Wostitn^on,  D,  G., 
and  firms  deelrlag  to  submit  proposals  shuulii  give  ECbedule  numbers  for 
fUTDlsliiiig  the  foUowlug :  Schedule  ISOO,  ahip  carpeatcrs'  adzes,  ship 
angers,  saddlers,  belt,  und  broiid  nwlB,  broad-fhopiilug  coopers'  Jtxcs,  counter- 
sunk, expansive,  and  screw-driver  bits,  forged  steel  tiippcil  iKtrcrs,  miter 
boxes,  bevel  g«Ar,  comer  Ut  braceR.  carpenters'  compasses,  ratchet,  hasd, 
and  breast  drills,  donble-cnt  eimlets,  steel  hand  groovers,  sblnglinc 
hatchets,  carpenters'  plumbs  and  levels,  rowblde  carpenters'  mallets,  glue 
pots,  tmll  paliers,  center,  coopertT  c:]i>peting,  gasket,  screw,  steel-plnte,  pin. 
and  lever  pimches,  carpenters"  cnllper  rules,  wood,  ship,  and  cabinet 
scrapers,  tool  steel  pocket  screw  drivers,  nail,  tool,  and  handsaw  eeta, 
awls,  chisels,  files,  etc,  spoke  and  bucket  abuves.  pnlleitc  knives  and 
spatulas,  steel  caliper  slide,  comblnatloa  woodworkers'  try-square,  miter, 
etc.,  squareB,  straightedceR.  woven  steel  tapes,  carpenters'  trammels  nnd 
yardsticks;  schednle  1891,  sanding,  disk,  and  tplndle  machine;  schedule 
1602,  machinists'  chl.sele,  machinlsta'  dividers,  fliit,  taper  sqanre  stmnk 
drllLs.  depth  drill,  radius,  etc..  j^nugcx,  jiiiichlnlst.8'  levels,  straight  drill- 
socket,  etc..  reamers,  steel  rules,  machinist'''  scrapers,  machinists'  scriber^, 
rivet  sets  and  hesders.  combinatlou  macblnlsts'  try.  flat,  and  caliper  slide 
flqnnrea,  and  cheeknut,  pipe,  S.  alligator,  pocket,  and  engineers'  wrenches; 
!M!hediiIe  1803,  universal  saw  benches,  antomatle  knife  grinder,  12-16-24-20- 
Incli  Jointers,  dovetailing;,  grinding,  nailing,  box-board  mntching,  medium 
rip  saw,  automatic  rip  anA  crossciit  saw  sharpening,  hand  suwlng,  sash  and 
door,  scroll-sawing,  and  combluutlou  saw  and  dado  macblaes,  light,  vertical, 
hollow  chisel  mortise  machines,  rod  and  dowel  machine,  double-disk  sand 
maclilue,  shaping,  double  spindle,  eni-faclng.  light  taionlng,  and  heavy 
tenoning  machines,  wood  trimmers',  tool  grinders',  ond  bench  trimmers' 
machines,  large  and  medium  chisel  inortts<>r.  and  24-in('h  single  cylinder 
snrfscer;  schedule  1804.  mlUlDg.  plain,  uolversal,  constant-speed,  drive, 
and  vertlco!  si^ndle  maetdnes,  ajid  screw-cnttinR  engine,  lathes. 

Bench  mnrlstpastg.  No.  5340, — Scaled  pcoposols  will  be  received  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  Wfltitiington.  D.  C,  nntll  August  1,  1018,  for  furuish- 
Ing  1.000  wtQUgbt  iron  tiench  mark  posts  for  use  of  the  (jeulogical  tSorvey, 
wltb  tbe  privilege  of  ordering  1,300  ttddlliuiial  posts  during  the  Hacal  year 
ending  JUne  30,  1919. 

Cutlcrv.  No,'  5341.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  i:nlteil  States  Army,  Ii23  Creeuwlch  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
August  2, 1918.  for  furnislilng  In  equal  quautitles  to  be  delivered  each  month 
from  July  to  December,  1918,  Inclusive.  470.000  table  knives,  635,0000  tea- 
spoons, 531,000  tablespoons,  and  020.000  dinner  forks. 

Ash  convenor.  No.  5342.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  Watddngtoo,  D.  O.,  until  August  5,  1918.  for  one 
stean)  jet  ash  conveyer  to  bo  installed  complete  ready  for  use  in  tbe  boiler 
room  of  the  cleneral  Lsnd  Office  Building,  Seventh  and  E  Streets  NW., 
Washington.  D.  C. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  OOMESIIC  GOMHESCE. 

COOPBEiriTE  omcBS. 
CLETEL1.N0:  CbaMbtr  1  Couitre*. 
a^llNNiTl:  CluiDUr  of  CtOBeicr. 
CI!fCr«7(iTI:  fliaeril  FrrlKht  A^at,  Bcwtheta 

Rallnai,  tS  Iniilli  BiIKIbr. 
1,0s  INGELBS;  Chanbrr  nt  Connrrcr. 
PBll.A DELPHI! :  Cbinbpr  o(  romnrrFf. 
rillTri!«(M)€IA :  floith  Innlnn  AKcnt.  Soiilk- 

rra  Rallnir  S)ilni. 
PORTLAND,  OBEU.:  Ckamlxr  of  Conntrca, 
DilTONi  Oreattt  Dajtoa  AhocIiUdi.  I 


CfllUflO:  SOI  Ptdcral  Balldla*. 
ar.  LOCIS:  40!  niid  Ilatloul  Bank  Ililldlait. 
HKW  OBLIAKH:'10tO  RIkrrila  Rank  Rilldlas. 
BIN  PRlNaSCO:  S07  rHtoBhouts. 
BUTTLE:  MS  IttBri  Dalldlag. 
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FOaEIGN  TBADE  OPPOETUHITISS. 


:t  and  coo* en 
e  Bhwt  anil  ntut 
■atlBgs  0 


Beserred  addreroes  ma;  be  obtained  from  tb?  Bnreaa  ■ 
tive  ofllceB.  Eajuegt  (or  each  opportunltj  should  b 
opnortaiiKr  namber.     The   Bnreaa   docs   not   fi 

r«Bponslbl1l(f  as  to  tb«  standlQs  o(  torelga  Inquirers ;  tbe  dbiii.1  precsutlons  ibould  t>e 
takcD  In  all  cases.  8f  mbola :  •  Reported  by  American  coDsuIar  offlcora ;  t  Heported  by 
eoDUnerclal  attacb^  aod  commercial  ageuta;  t  Qlrect  Inqolries  receWed  by  tbe  Bureau. 
Id  eoniilderlns  tke  (ollawlas  "  oyporlanltlea  *>  Hpeclnl  resBrd  sliaiild  1^ 

had  to  the  laiTB  and  rcsnlatloDs  gtrvnraiBK  export  llceaaea  and   tradlnac 

with  the  ene'Bil'* 

.  27236 


Chemical  products 57230 

Cigarette  mBChlnery  and  equipment.  ST233 

Crown  corka 2"a20 

Ctitlery 272;il 

Glaaaware 


Machinery 27234,  27237 

NowKles ?7235 

Plated  wnre 27231 

Boap  mati'ilalB 27232 

27229}.— A  firm  in  Norway  desires  to  be  placed  In  communlcatlfHi  witli  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  crown  corka  who  wo\ild  be  able  to  supply  them  witli 
large  quantities  of  these  corks.  Samples  Bhowlnj;  kind  of  cork  desired 
may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  Miscel- 
laneous Exhibit  Ko.  200.) 

27230.* — ^An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  man  in  the  Canary  Islands  for  the  sale 
of  small  hardware.  Payment  will  be  made  upon  delivery  of  shipping 
documents  at  destination.  Correspondence  may  be  in  EngllBlL  Itefer- 
ences. 

27231. t— A  company  In  Australia  desires  to  secure  an  esclusive  flBency  for  the 
sale  of  household  ironmonfrerj,  liicludiDg  enamelware;  builder's  Ironmon- 
gery; cutlery;  plated  ware;  glassware;  haberdashery  and  fancy  goods; 
and  proprietary  grocery  lines.  A  bond  up  to  any  reasonable  amount  will 
be  entered  into,  if  necessary,  by  the  company. 

27232.* — A  man  in  a  Spanish  Insular  possession  desires  to  necnre  an  agency 
for  the  sale  of  raw  materlats  use<l  in  the  manufacture  of  soap.  Payment 
will  be  made  upon  delivery  of  shipping  documents  at  destiuution.  Cor- 
respondence way  be  1&  Eugllsh.    References. 

27233.t — A  cigarette  manufactuilng  company  in  Bolivia,  which  Is  about  to 
Install  a  new  plant,  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  Information  from 
American  mnnufiicturers  and  exporters  of  cigarette-making  machinery 
and  equipment 

27234.* — A  firm  Id  Argentina  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  nn  agency  for  the 

sate  of  automobiles  and  accessories,  self-starters,  butteries,  and  other 
such  equipment  for  automobiles.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English, 
Reference. 

27235.* — A  company  in  Spain  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for  the 
sale  of  technical  and  patented  apparatus,  machinery,  and  novelties  which 
are  unknown  in  Spain,  and  other  machinery  of  all  kinds.  Quotations  may 
be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  Tork  or  New  Orleans.  Cash  will  be  paid.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English,     References. 

27236.*— A  man  In  France  is  desirous  of  purchasing  or  securing  an  agency  for 
the  sale  of  chemical  products  aud  aniline  dyes.  Correspondence  should 
be  in  Freucta. 

27237.*- A  man  In  South  Africa  is  In  the  market  for  wool-washing  machin- 
ery and  automatic  wool-drying  machinery ;  also  a  carbonizing  plant. 
Complete  luCormntion,  Including  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  should  be 
submiited.  He  already  oi>erate8  a  wool-washing  establishment  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  Eugiish. 
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TOXSCtSI  07  OBESE  CnBEAST  CBOF. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul,  Tatras,  July  £S.] 
Cnrrftiit  crop  forerast  140,000  tons.    Old  stock  available  for  export 
about  40,000  tons.     Market  low. 


SESTSICnOH  UPOH  IHFOATATIOH  07  BANANAS  OS  FLAKTAINS. 

Tho  War  Trade  Board  has,  by  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  E.,  179), 
decided  that  no  license  will  hereafter  be  issued  for  the  importation 
of  bananas  or  plantains  except  upon  condition  that  they  be  brought 
forward  on  a  vessel  approved  for  that  purpose  by  the  Caribbean  Com- 
mittee of  the  Shipping  Control  Committee  of  the  United  States 
Shipping  Board. 

AKEBICAK  INTEKGST8  ACQUIKE  m.W  BSUNSWICE  BAHWAT. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Itlchardson,  Uonclou,  New  Brunswick,  Caokda,  July  IS.] 

The  Beersville  Railway,  a  short  road  of  only  7  miles  in  length 
connecting  with  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  Government  system 
at  Adamsville,  a  few  miles  north  of  Moncton  and  running  to  Beers- 
ville where  coal  deposits  occur,  was  sold  at  auction  on  the  13th 
instant  to  an  American  representing  the  bondholders.  The  purchase 
price  was  $10,000  subject  to  liens  against  the  road,  one  of  which, 
amounting  to  $16j200,  is  held  by  the  provincial  government,  and 
another  of  $8,400  is  held  by  a  private  individual. 


BBITISH  HOtrSEHOID  fVEL  AND  LIOHTINO  OBDEB. 

[British  (Gov^rnmenl)  Board  o(  Trade  Journal,  Jnly  4.1 

The  new  Household  Fuel  and  Lighting  Order,  which  was  signed 
by  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  June  28,  came  into  opera- 
tion on  July  1.    The  object  of  this  order  is  to  save  coal. 

Not  less  than  a  quarter  of  the  coal  previously  available  for  domestic 
use  and  consumption  must  now  be  saved.    If  household  coal  alono 
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had  been  considered  the  saving  required  would  liavc  necessarily  been 
greater,  but  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  make  heavy  reduc- 
tions in  the  supply  of  coal  if  gas  and  electricity  for  fuel  had  been 
allowed  unchecked.  The  saving  required  has  therefore  been  dis- 
tributed over  all  three  and  a  Iiousehold  may  take  tlie  fuel  it  requires 
as  gas  or  coal  or  electricity  up  to  a  givftn  total  quantity  according 
to  its  size  and  needs.  If  it  takes  less  coal  it  obtains  more  gas  and 
vice  versa.  So  with  electricity.  As  gas  and  electricity  for  lighting 
are  usually  supplied  through  the  same  meters  as  gas  and  electricity 
for  fuel,  the  order  must  extend  to  cover  this. 
Oas  and  Electrlelty  EqniTalenti — The  Importance  of  Gas. 

The  method  of  relating  coal,  gas,  and  electricity  is  to  fix  a  fjiel  al- 
lowance in  tons  and  to  permit  of  the  substitution  of  15,000  cubic  feet 
of  gas  or  800  Board  of  Trade  units  of  electricity  for  one  ton  of  fuel. 
Fuel  may  be  converted  into  gas  or  electricity  at  the  option  of  Uie  con- 
sumer by  quarter  tons,  but  not  by  a  less  fraction.  Much  consideration 
has  been  given  to  these  equivalents.  There  are  two  governing  factors. 
First  of  all  the  amount  of  gas  or  electricity  required  by  a  consumer 
to  obtain  the  same  effective  service  as  the  burning  of  a  ton  of  raw 
coal.  Second,  the  amount  of  gas  or  electricity  to  be  produced  by  the 
consumption  of  a  ton  of  raw  coal  at  the  gas  or  electricity  works. 
There  is  no  necessary  correspondence  between  these  two  factors,  and 
the  result  adopted  represents  what  is  regarded  as  a  fair  and  proper 
compromise. 

Owing  to  the  importance  of  cai'boniziug  coal  in  gas  works  in  the 
interests  of  the  nation  as  a  whole,  it  is  not  desired  to  restrict  the 
consumption  of  gas  if  it  can  be  produced  and  used  in  place  of  raw 
coal.  Coal  when  carbonized  at  a  gas  works,  in  addition  to  provid- 
ing gas,  provides  also  a  quantity  of  fuel  oil,  of  tar,  of  fertilizer 
(sulphate  of  ammonia),  of  coke,  and  from  these  products  in  tilm  are 
made  a  variety  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  explosives.  There  is  a  dis- 
tinct national  gain  at  this  moment  in  consuming  gas  and  coke  in 
place  of  coal.  Unfortunately,  for  various  reasons,  it  is  not  possible 
to  manufacture  sufficient  gas  in  certain  districts,  to  meet  the  demands 
of  consumers,  and  in  those  districts  it  may  be  necessary  to  reduce  the 
<[iiantitv  of  gas  allowed  for  each  ton  of  fuel  to  a  less  figure  than  1.5,000 
feet.  The  minimum  figure  may  be  taken  at  12,000  cubic  feet,  but 
even  this  will  give  satisfactory  service  to  the  consumer.  Similarly, 
in  more  fortunate  districts  it  may  be  desirable  to  stimulate  the  con- 
sumption of  gas,  and  in  those  -districts  the  allowance  may  be  in- 
creased up  to  n  maximum  of  18,000  cubic  feet.  It  is  not  possible  to 
avoid  this  inequality,  but  it  may  be  observed  that  the  higher  equiva- 
lents will  apply  chiefly  in  the  north  and  will  compensate  for  the 
colder  climate.  These  modifying  adjustments  will  only  be  made 
when  experience  of  the  working  of  flie  order  has  shown  them  to  be 
imperative.  The  production  of  gas  will  be  dependent  to  some  extent 
upon  the  demand  for  gas  by  consuinei-s. 
Shortage  of  Coal. 

There  is  a  wriou.s  shortage  of  coal  which  has  made  this  effort  at 
economy  unavoidable.    This  shortage  is  dne  to  several  causes. 

(a)  The  withdrawal  of  7S,000  skilled  miners  from  the  collieries, 
which  means  a  retluction  in  output  of  about  22,500,000  tons  of  tt>al 
in  the  year. 
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(5)  The  requirements  of  the  allies.  The  coal  essential  to  the  war  ' 
industries  of  France  and  Italy  has  now  to  be  found  almo^  wholly 
by  Great  Britain.  Coal  is  also  sent  to  neutral  countries  in  exchangie 
for  the  food  and  supplies  needed  by  us,  and  has  obtained  for  the  na- 
tion the  use  of  neutral  ships  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  further 
supplies  for  these  purposes  will  be  about  12,500,000  tons  per  annum. , 

(c)  The  restriction  on  coastwiseshipping  occasioned  by  the  sub-' 
marine  pest  and  the  diversion  of  tonnage  to  war  transport  have  ag- ' 
gravatea  the  strain  thrown  upon  tlie  heavily  burdened  railway  sys- ' 
tem  of  the  country,  and  apart  altogether,  from  the  quantity  of  coal , 
available  a  reduction  in  the  quantity  to  be  moved  is  inevitable. 

This  order  deals  with  household  coal  only,  but  includes  in  this 
supplies  for  home  industries  and  for  bakeries,  laundries,  and  other 
businesses  which  may  be  used  in  substitution  for  household  work. 
It  is  useless  to  economize  in  coal  at  home  if  the  wasliing  or  baking  is 
done  elsewhere.  It  also  includes  supplies  of  coal  for  heating  and 
cooking,  wherever  used.  Later  on,  it  may  be  necessary  to  proceed  to 
the  rationing  of  coal  for  industrial  purposes  of  all  kinds  not  directly 
associated  vith  the  conduct  and  support  of  the  war. 
Scale  of  AUwaneei. 

One  aspect  of  the  scale  of  allowances  may  be  noted  here.  It  is  not 
possible  to  secure  any  appreciable  economy  in  consumption  in  the 
smallest  and  poorest  houses.  The  cost  of  the  supplies  of  fuel  has  al- 
ways been  a  deterrent  to  anything  except  the  most  careful  consump- 
tion. As  the  size  of  the  house  grows,  the  consumption  of  fuel  has 
usually  grown  at  a  greater  rate.  This  can  not  now  be  permitted,  and 
it  may  be  observed  that  the  scale  proceeds  on  the  approximately  even 
basis  of  1  ton  of  fuel  per  room  up  to  20  tons,  commencing  with  a 
minimum  quantity  of  three  to  four  tons,  according  to  the  climatic 
and  other  conditions  prevailing  in  the  district,  for  it  is  not  thought 
feasible  and  right  to  enforce  an  identical  scale  upon  all  parts  of  the , 
country.  There  must  be  a  saving  in  fuel  at  all  stages,  but  there  must 
be  a  greater  saving  among  larger  houses  to  make  up  for  the  less  sav- ! 
ing  among  the  smaller  houses. 

At  first  sight  it  may  look  to  those  unfamiliar  with  the  facts  as  if ! 
there  were  practically  no  saving  required  in  the  larger  houses,  but- 
this  is  to  misjudge  the  situation.  The  enforced  saving  will  amount  , 
to  50  per  cent  in  numerous  cases.  The  household  rationing  scheme 
will  save  8,000,000  to  9,000,000  tons,  leaving  a  balance  of  26,000,000  to 
27,000,000  tons  to  be  provided  by  improved  output  and  economies  in 
industrial  and  transport  consumption. 

It  is  intended  where  gas  or  electricity  are  consumed  in  excess  to 
curtail  present  or  future  supplies  of  coal  to  offset  such  excess.  It  is 
also  intended  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  order  as  to  economies 
in  gas  or  electricity  consumption,  if  not  by  direct  prosecution 
(though  this  remedy  is  available),  then  by  direct  means. 
AaalTKls  of  tlie  Order.  ' 

The  following  analysis  has  been  prepared  setting  out  the  prin- 
cipal points  in  the  order.  It  is  designed  to  be  a  guide  to  consumers  of 
fuel,  gas,  and  electricity  in  private  dwelling  houses,  flats,  tenements, 
and  similar  buildings.  The  allowances  for  fuel  and  lighting  in  the 
table  below  apply  to  England  south   (and  inclusive)   of  Glouces- 
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shire,  Oxfordshire,  Northamptonshire,  CambiidgBsbire,  and  Nor- 
folk, The  order  itself  contains  two  scales  of  allowances  for  fuel; 
one  for  the  southern  counties  of  England  and  the  other  for  the 
northern  counties  and  for  Wales.  , 

The  order  applies  to  all  coal,  gas,  and  electricity  used  Id  such  buildings, 
whether  (or  heating,  cooking,  lighting,  or  lor  any  other  purpose.  "  Coal "  in- 
cludes coke,  anthracite,  briquets,  and  patent  fuels. 

The  quantity  of  coal,  gas,  and  electricity  allowed  for  fuel  and  lighting  Is  set 
out  in  tlie  following  table; 


Roonis  ocFupied. 

nllow- 

LlgbliDB,  reu's 
tliowanet- 

Roomi  occupied. 

Fuel, 

"fflSfyT' 

Qta. 

EIkMo- 
Ity. 

Oai. 

ity. 

TCM. 

31 

7,600 
JSOO 
11,250 

n;2so 

15,000 
1S,000 

B.  T. 

ISO 
MO 

i 

ISTSO 

«^„ 

(The  lighting  allowance  above  shown  is  for  either  gas  or  electricity;  both 
can  not  be  taken] 
Augmentation  and  Bednctlon  of  Allowanus. 

An  udditional  ton  of  fuel  is  allowed  where  the  number  of  persons  habitually 
resident  lu  the  house,  flat,  or  tenement  exceeds  G,  up  to  12  rooms.  An  addi- 
tional ton  of  fuel  is  allowed  for  every  room  over  15  until  a  maximum  of  20 
tons  Is  reached  In  the  scale  and  additional  gas  or  electricity  for  lighting  ts 
allowed  up  to  a  maximum  of  30,000  cubic  feet  or  480  Board  of  Trade  uulta. 
The  occupier  of  a  dwelling  house,  flat,  or  tenement  of  over  15  rooms  may 
appeal  to  the  Local  Fuel  Overseer  to  he  specially  assessed  for  both  fuel  and" 
lighting  where  he- is  of  opinion  that  aDowancea  under  the  scale'would  cause 
hardship. 

Fuel  mar  b©  token  as  coaJ,  gas,  or  electricity  at  the  option  of  the  consumer 
in  accordance  with  the  following  rules:  In  calculating  a  ton  of  fuel  (a)  anthra- 
cite shall  count  as  fuel  at  the  same  rate  as  ordinary  coal;  (b)  3  tons  of  coke 
shall  count  ns  2  tons  of  fuel,  and  so  In  proportion  for  other  gnantlties;  (c) 
briquets  (not  exceediug  21  pounds  in  weight)  Shall  count  as  1,000  to  the  ton; 
(d)  15,000  cubic  feet  of  gas  shall  count  as  1  ton  of  fuel;  (e)  800  Board  of 
Trade  units  of  electricity  shall  count  as  1  ton  ot  fuel. 

Rooms  shall  count  only  when  furnished  and  in  iictuol  occupation,  except  that 
bedrooms  furnished  but  ouly  occasionally  occupied  shall  count  as.  rooms.  Scul- 
leries, bathrooms,  halls  not  used  ns  sitting  rooms,  dressing  rooms  not  used  aa 
l)edrooms,  pautrlea  not  containing  fireplaces  or  stoves,  box  rooms,  cellars,  store- 
rooms, greenhouses  attache<l  to  houses,  and  outbuildings  shall  not  count  as 
rooms.  Rooms  exceeding  4,000  cubic  feet  lu  size,  or  16  by  20  feet  cari>et  area, 
count  03  two  rooms,  and  rooms  over  8,000  cubic  feet  count  ns  three  rooms. 

Where  a  dwelling  house,  flat,  or  tenement  la  to  be  unoccupied  for  n  month  or 
more  in  the  year,  tie  allowance  must  be  reduced  proportionately,  a  winter 
month  (November  to  April)  counting  as  equal  to  two  summer  months  (May  to 
October).  Where  a  consumer  has  more  places  of  residence  tlmu  one,  he  must 
state  the  periods  of  his  occupation  of  each  and  claim  allowance  accordingly. 
Specinl  nllownnccs  will  lie  iiiade  for  senants  or  caretakers  In  this  case. 
Special  Orants  to  Prevent  Hardship. 

Additional  allowances  for  both  fuel  and  lighting  may  be  granted  to  consumerB 
by  the  Local  Fuel  Overseer  where  necessary  to  prevent  hardship  In  the  follow- 
ing cases : 

1.  The  presence  of  ngcd  or  infirm  persons.  Invalids,  or  young  children, 

2.  The  occupation  of  separate  rooms  by  lodgers. 
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S.  The  n!«  of  rooms  for  a  business  or  profession  In  a  dwelling  house  or  other 
building  In  connection  therewith. 

4.  Night  and  day  worlters  living  in  the  same  house. 

5.  Illness  (temporary  nllowance  to  be  granted  ou  a  medical  certificalel. 
These  allowances  can  not  be  made  escept  for  good  enuse  shown,  and  only 

to  a  very  limlEed  extent  as  supplies  of  fuel  permit.  Addltiooal  allowauces  may 
also  be  made  for  Industrial  purposes  where  an  Industry  is  carried  on  at  home. 
Allowances  of  gas  or  electricity  must  not  be  consumed  at  a  greater  rate 
than  one-third  in  any  quarter.  Where,  however,  a  saving  is  made  in  one  quar- 
ter it  may  be  consumed  in  any  succeeding  quarter  of  that  year. 

LACES  AND  EHBROISEBIES  DT  BERinTSA. 

ICoDBul  a.  W.  EellB,  Hamlltoo,  Bermada,  Jul;  12.) 

The  styles  of  laces,  embroideries,  and  dress  trimminjis  used  in 
Bermuda  follow  those  in  vogue  in  the  United  Stotes.  TTiis  no  doubt 
is  due  to  the  large  number  of  American  tourists  n'ho,  in  normal 
times,  visit  the  colony,  and  to  the  frequent  trips  made  to  America  by 
the  Bennudians,  these  islands  being  less  than  700  miles  distant  from 
the  mainland. 

The  tourist  demand  is  for  trimmings  of  a  medium  to  a  high  grade, 
though  fair  quantities  of  cheap  goods  are  imported  for  the  use  of 
the  natives.  Before  the  war  dress  trimming  and  iuiitution  laces 
were  imported  from  England,  France,  and  Germany,  machine  em- 
broideries and  a  few  machine  laces  coming  from  Switzerland.  Since 
1914  the  demand  has  greatly  decreased  and  the  supply  from  Europe 
(excepting. England)  has  been  curtailed  or  cut  oit.  A  few  real 
Irish  and  Belgian  laces  were  imported  in  pre-war  times,  but  this 
business  has  now  been  discontinued  entirclj'.  The  quantity  of  laces, 
trimmings,  and  embroideries  consumed  annually  in  Bermuda  fluctu- 
ates considerably,  the  value  in  normal  times  ranging  between  $100,000 
and  $250,000. 

It  is  thought  that  as  soon  as  the  war  is  ended,  and  possibly  before, 
if  the  proper  transportation  facilities  are  furnished,  a  boom  will 
arise  in  the  tourist  trade  and  at  that  time  the  demand  for  laces,  trim- 
mings, and  embroideries  such  as  may  be  then  in  vogue  in  America 
will  be  as  great  as,  if  not  greater  than,  it  was  prior  to  1914. 


EXCEAKGE  COHHEBCE  BETWEEH  KOKWAT  AUS  KTTSSIA. 

[Amerlcaa  Ulnlatcr  A.  O.  Scbmedemao,  Cbrlstlaala,  Norwa;,  June  S.] 
Relative  to  exchange  commerce  in  Finmarken  between  Norwegian 
fishermen  and  the  Pomors,  it  has  been  officially  announced  by  the 
Royal  Norwegian  Provisions  Department  that  temporary  public  pur- 
chasing bureaus  have  been  established  at  Vads)i,  Vard0,  Hnramerfest, 
and  Tromsf*  to  undertake  the  purchase,  against  compensation  in  fish 
and  other  Norwegian  commodities,  of  the  articles  brought  by  the 
Pomors  in  tlieir  vessels  from  Russia,  such  as  grain,  flour,  timber,  oils, 
pitch,  tar,  hemp,  etc.  Prefect  Rivertz  has  been  charged  with  the 
organization  of  the,se  bureaus,  whose  activities  come  under  the  juris- 
diction of  both  the  provisions  department  and  the  department  for 
industrial  supplies.  The  necessary  measures  have  been  taken  in 
Rus^a  by  a  so-called  Soviet  committee. 


Protect  Tour  Soldien  with  Tonr  Saviagi. 
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[Conanl  E.  Vc^rne  Itlcbartlson,  MonctoD.  ]>few  Bmiisirlck,  Jair  lO.I 
Concrete  JBvildlng  Activity  ia  Hoiictoii. 

A  local  concern  engaged  in  the  erection  of  concrete  houses  and 
manufacturing  concrete  for  other  purposes,  reports  most  favorably 
on  the  prospects  for  a  large  business  in  the  near  future.  The  com- 
pany operating  the  plant  has  recently  been  reorganized ;  and  under 
its  new  management  is  developing  a  progressive  policy,  ^Vlready 
three  dwellings  are.  under  contract  for  immediate  erection;  and 
orders  arc  on  nand  for  some  thousands  of  feet  of  reinforced  sewer 
pipe  for  the  Dominion  Government  to  be  used  at  the  new  ocean 
terminals  of  the  Canadian  Government  railways  at  Halifax,  Cul- 
verts, for  tlie  public  roads  of  tlic  Province,  to  supersede  the  old- 
fashincd  wooden  crossways,  are  also  being  made  at  the  plant. 
New  Distiibutla^  Warelioose  for  Moacton. 

Toronto  interests  have  acquired  a  lot  on  Foundry  Street,  Moncton, 
300  feet  by  260  feet  in  extent  with  a  view  to  construct  a  large  dis- 
tributing warehouse.  The  promoters  of  this  project  are  engaged 
in  extensive  wholesale  and  retail  commercial  enterprises  in  Toronto 
and  elsewhere  in  the  Dominion,  and  it  is  their  intention  to  use  the 
Moncton  warehouse  as  a  center  from  which  the  Maritime  Province 
territory  will  bo  supplied.  The  idea  is  to  ship  in  carload  lots  to 
Moncton  the  heavier  lines  handled,  particidarlj-  farm  implements, 
machinery,  etc.  It  is  not  intended  to  conduct  here  a  retail  selling 
department,  according  to  the  purchaser's  representatives  who  effected 
the  transaction. 

[Tlie  name  of  llie  concern  referred  to  can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  DomeRtle  Commerce,  or  Its  district  or  cooperative  offices  bj  re- 
ferrins  to  file  No.  103964.1 

KEW  ZEALAND. 


Concrete  PaviiiK  and  Eoad  BuildlnE. 

The  xiucldand  City  Council  has  in  hand,  or  authorized,  the  con- 
struction of  30,000  square  yards  of  concrete  paving  in  this  city  to 
be  constructed  during  the  coming  year.  It  is  estimated  that  this 
concrete  paving  can  be  placed  at  $2.67  per  square  yard,  as  com- 
pared with  from  $5.35  to  $6.33  for  Uie  patent  permanent  paving  ma- 
terials that  have  been  used  in  this  city  in  the  past,  which  was  placed 
on  a  concrete  foundation,  and  now  is  being  repaired  at  a  considerable 
expense  from  year  to  year.  It  seems  that  this  is  practically  the  be- 
ginning of  the  general  use  of  concrete  paving  and  road  construction 
in  New  Zealand^ 

VENEZUELA. 
[Consnl   Hainpr  BrOt,   La  Gualrn.  J>me  27.] 

Hydroelectric  Development  Scheme. 

An  American  corporation  has  applied  to  the  Venezuelan  Govern- 
ment for  a  concession  of  the  falls  of  the  Caroni  River  near  Ciudad 
Bolivar.  This  company  is  a  producer  of  aluminum  and  owns  large 
deposits  of  bauxite  in  British  Guiana.  Its  scheme,  which  is  as  yet 
entirely  tentative,  is  to  bring  the  bauxite  from  British  Guiana  to 
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Venezuela  via  the  Orinoco  River.  For  a  tropical  river  the  Caroni 
bas  a  remarkably  even  year-round  flow ;  there  are  three  falls  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  sjjot  where  it  joins  the  Orinoco  and  from  the 
lowest  of  these  it  is  estimated  that  more  than  a  million  horsepower 
can  be  generated  without  any  necessity  for  building  dams.  Even 
tbe  tentative  plans  of  the  company,  however,  do  not  contemplate  an 
early  installation  of  more  than  100,000  horsepower. 


AKEEICAN  TOHATO  SEED  SESIBED  IS  MAZ&TL&IT. 

^  [Consul  W.  E.  Cbnpinan,  Uaiatlaa,  Slnaloa,  Ucitco,  Jul;  1.] 

On  page  1078  of  Commerce  Reports  for  March  21,  1918,  there  ap- 
pears a  report  on  tomato  production  in  Mazatlan,  in  which  reference 
18  made  to  losses  d-  to  inferior  seed.  As  there  is  yet  time  for 
American  seedmen  to  collect  good  seed  for  export  to  tliis  section  of 
Ucxico,  it  is  desired  to  draw  attention  to  tbe  fact  that  tomato  growers 
are  becoming  interested  in  the  purchase  of  suitable  seed  for  the  ap- 
proaching planting  season,  -which  begins  the  1st  of  November 

The  local  manager  of  a  large  house  interested  in  exporting  toma- 
toes to  the  United  States  is  planning  to  make  a  special  trip  thither 
to  procure  the  best  tomato  seed  possible  lor  tbe  planters  whose  toma- 
toes bis  house  bandies.  He  states  it  as  bis  purpose  to  visit  a  few 
American  seed  houses  and  lay  bis  needs  before  them  while  there  is 
yet  opportunity  to  collect  good  seed  from  tomatoes  produced  in  tbe 
United  States  this  summer,  so  that  be  may  be  assured  of  an  ade- 
quate fresh  supply  of  seeds.  ■ 
Cood  Opening  for  American  Higli-Qrade  Seed. 

It  is  estimated  that  some  700  hectares  (1,730  acres)  of  land  were 
devoted  to  tomato  production  last  year;  and  that,  owing  to  the  suc- 
cess of  that  and  tbe  three  prior  crops  wliicli  were  raised  for  export  to 
tiie  United  States,  tbe  area  will  be  doubled  this  year.  Manifestly  it 
will  be  in  the  interest  of  American  seedmen  and  of  consumers  in  the 
United  States  of  tbe  Mexican  west  coast  tomato  crop — not  only  in  the 
present  but  in  future  years — to  take  steps  to  collect  good  seed  for 
export  to  this  district  A  trade  in  seed  can  be  established  this  year 
■which  will  be  reasonably  permanent  and  of  increasing  importance, 
and  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  opportunity  which  now  offers 
for  this  business, 

Tbe  American  consul  at  Mazatlan,  Sinaloa,  Mexico,  will  take  pleas- 
ure in  supplying  any  interested  American  exporters  of  seed  with  a 
list  of  tomato  growers  in  his  district  upon  request;  but  in  bis  replies 
to  their  inquiries  will,  in  every  case,  insist  upon  good  seed  being 
furnished  where  orders  are  secured  as  a  result  of  his  efforts. 


Consul  General  David  F.  Wilber.  of  Georgia,  reports  that  by  decree 
of  May  29  the  Italian  Government  fixed  the  maximum  sale  price  of 
calcium  cyanamid  at  78.50  lire  per  quintal  (220,46  pounds),  guaran- 
teed 15-16  percent  of  azote  (nitrogen),  in  sacks  of  good  canvas  f.  o,  b. 
station  of  departure.  (At  normalexchange  the  Italian  lira  is  worth 
$0,193;  tbe  current  New  York  quotation  for  it  is  about  $0,115.) 

A  coantry  worth  flghtin?  for  Is  a  country  worth  saving  for.  Bay  Thrift 
Stampa, 
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BBrnSH  TKASE  AFE£&  THE  WAS. 

IConaal  Qenerel  Robert  P.  Skinner,  LoDdan,  Jane  IS.] 

The  British  Government  has  recently  made  public  four  impor- 
tant commercial  reports  denling  with  (a)  the  iron  and  steel  trades, 
{b)  the  engineering  trades,  (c)  the  electrical  trades,  and  (d)  the 
textile  trades,  issued  by  the  departmental  committee  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  consider  the  aftcr-the-war  jKisition  of  these 
several  industries.     [See  Commerce  Eepobts  for  Mar.  6, 1918.1 

In  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  iron  and  steel  trades  it  is 
pointed  out  that  the  experience  of  the  last  three  years  has  shown 
that  under  the  stress  of  modern  war  the  safety  of  a  nation  is  in  great 
part  determined  by  its  command  of  resources  of  iron  and  steel,  and 
that  the  more  nearly  self-sufficing  a  nation  can  become  the  greater 
will  be  its  power  of  self-defense.  The  report  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  that  whereas  in  1880  this  country  produced  54  per  cent  of  the 
total  output  of  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  the  United  States,  its 
production  was  only  28  per  cent  in  1900,  in  1913  it  had  fallen  to  17 
per  cent,  and  to-day  it  is  probably  15  per  cent. 

To  restore  the  trade  to  something  like  its  old  position  the  com- 
mittee recommends  that  all  imports  of  manufactured  or  semimanu- 
factured products  of  iron  and  steel  from  present  enemy  countries 
be  prohibited  during  the  period  of  reconstruction;  that  all  neces- 
sary ores  and  minerals  be  admitted  free,  and  that  no  raw  materials 
be  sent  to  present  enemy  countries  from  British  Dominions  or 
colonies  or  from  mineral  or  other  resources  under  British  control. 
It  is  further  recommended  that  British  ships  shall  not  carry  raw 
materials  or  manufactured  iron  and  steel  from  neutral  ports  to  ports 
in  present  enemy  countries,  or  to  neutral  ports  for  ultimate  dispatch 
to  present  enemy  countries,  and  that  careful  consideration  be  given  to 
the  question  of  allowing  ships  of  present  enemy  countries  to  carry 
goods  to  or  from  British  ports  or  to  coal  at  any  British  coaling 
station. 
"AntldnmpW  "  TiewB  of  Iron  and  Steel  Committee. 

Looking  forward  to  the  period  when  something  like  normal  con- 
ditions prevail,  the  majority  of  the  committee  members  have  much 
to  say  on  protection.  In  their  opinion  the  maintenance  and  ex- 
pan^on  of  the  iron  and  steel  trades  is  "  an  imperative  function  of 
national  policy,"  and  "  the  aim  of  the  industries  themselves,  and 
of  the  Empire  as  a  whole,  should  be  to  become  as  nearly  as  ptesible 
self-sufficing  in  respect  of  the  fimdamental  products  of  iron  and 
steel."  The  evidence  of  producers,  manufacturers,  and  importers  of 
iron  and  steel  was  almost  unanimous  that  competition,  through 
dumping,  particularly  of  semifinished  material  and  finished  ca^- 
iron  goods,  had  reached  sucii  a  pitch  that  the  British  production  of 
iron  and  steel  "  was  seriously  restricted  and  imperilled  " ;  further, 
that  "the  industries  commanded  no  confidence  among  the  general 
investing  public,  and  the  cumulative  effect  of  inveterate  underselling 
was  not  only  to  injure  present  prosperity  but  also  to  thwart  pos- 
sible growth  in  the  future." 

As  a  remedy  for  these  evils  the  committee  makes  the  following 
recommendations : 

Luti'oiiuceil  in  Uie  Uuited  Klagdom  similar 
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That  DO  Iron  or  steel  shall  be  Imported  Into  the  Uolted  KlnKdom  whicb 
does  not  bear  clearly  and  Indelibly  a  readily  recognlKable  mark  of  origin. 

That  every  endeavor  should  be  made  to  coordinate  tiie  economic  ijollcy  of! 
tbe  United  Kingdom  with  that  of  the  Dominions  and  of  the  Empire  cencrally. 

That  customs  duties  be  Imposed  upon  all  Imported  iron  and  steel  and  manu- 
factures thereof,  and  Ihat  a  specific -duty  should  be  levied  upon  each  class  of! 
commodity. 

That  there  should  be  niasiinum,  general,  and  minimum  tariffe,  and  that 
the  amoont  of  specific  tariff  should  be  varied  readily  according  to  the  chang- 
Ini;  demands  6f  national  policy. 

That  foreign  syndicates  and  their  accredited  or  unaccredited  repreKcnlatlvea 
should  carry  on  commercial  and  Industrial  activities  In  the  United  Kingilom 
only  under  license  from  the  Government. 
KMtrletloH  of  Imports  B«nc*ted  by  EDcIneerinr  Committee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  position  of  the  engineer- 
ing trades  after  the  war  is  of  opinion  that,  to  {jive  time  for  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  engineering  works  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  a 
busine-ss  footing,  the  importation  of  enemy  engineering  products  be 
prohibited,  except  under  license,  for  a  miaimum  period  of  one  year, 
and  for  such'Jonger  period  as  may  be  deemed  expedient.  To  en- 
courage trade  between  the  present  allies,  it  is  siiggostetl  that  they  be 
invited,  without  interference  with  their  existing  fiscal  systems,  to 
consider  the  imposition  of  an  additionni  duty  or  surtax,  progres- 
sively diminishing,  over  and  above  their  normal  duties,  to  he  levied 
solely  agiunst  the  product*;  of  present  enemy  coimtries;  and  that 
Great  Britain  impose  a  duty  equal  to  such  surtax.  The  admission  of 
raw  materials  duty  free  is  recommended. 

It  is  proposed  that  a  Govermnent  department  be  charged  with  the 
duty  of  exercising  vigilance  over  the  adequate  provision  of  manu- 
factures (as  distinct  from  staples)  which  are  at  any  time  essential 
to  the  national  safety,  such  as  tungsten  and  magnetos,  and  that  the 
development  of  the  supply  of  raw  materials  within  the  Empire  for 
such  industries  receive  Government  support. 

The  Engineering  Committee  shares  the  view  that  the  "dumping" 
of  goods  should  be  prohibited. 
Beport  of  Electrical  Trades  Committee. 

The  members  of  the  Electrical  Trades  Committee  take  the  view 
that  the  import  of  enemy  goods  should  be  pi-ohibited  for  three  years 
after  the  coming  of  peace,  subject  to  licensed  importation  after  12 
months;  and  that  import  duties  should  be  imposed  siil^ciently  high 
for  the  effective  protection  of  the  electrical  industry.  EtTorts  should 
be  made,  the  committee  Iiolds,  to  i>rovent  the  sale  in  the  Ignited 
Kingdom  of  imported  electrical  goods  at  prices  lower  than  those 
current  in  the  country  of  origin,  and  to  prohibit  transport  discrimi- 
nation operating  to  the  detriment  of  British  manufacturers. 

Any  concern  engaged  in  the  electrical  or  allied  manufacturing  in- 
dustries, if  controUed  directly  or  indirectly  by  enemy  capital,  should, 
says  the  committee,  be  prevented  from  continuing  to  trade  within 
the  Empire  unless  it  be  specially  authorized  and  its  constitution 
made  public,  while  legislation  should  provide  that  not  more  than  25 
per  cent  of  the  capital  in  any  other  electrical  or  allied  undertaking 
shall  be  held  either  directly  or  indirectly  by  enemy  subscribers  or 
their  agents.  All  goods  produced  in  foreign  countries  by  concerns 
controlled  by  enemy  capital  or  under  enemy  direction  are  to  be 
treated  as  enemy  products-  ,  -  ■ 
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EecommeDdatlons  of  Textile  Trades  Comnilttee. 

In  its  report  the  committee  on  the  textile  trades  recommends  that 
the  State  control  of  these  industries  should  be  removed  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  war. 

Every  possible  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  a  more  extended  growth  of 
cotton  witliiD  the  British  Eraplrt",  and  an  advisory  committee  should  be  estab- 
llsbed  for  thla  purpose.  A  conference  should  be  convened  of  the  representa- 
tives of  AustruliH,  Nevr  Zealand,  and  South  Africa  to  formulate  a  workable 
scheme  for  controUinK  the  distribution  of  wool  from  these  countries  to  meet 
the  serious  rfiortage  of  wool  for  clothing  puritoees;  and  the  production  of  flax 
Should  be  encournged  In  Irelaod,  India,  and  Canada,  and  of  silk  In  Judia. 

Having  rej^ard  to  the  exception  and  powerful  position  which  the 
British  Empire  holds  in  the  production  of  textile  raw  materials,  and 
in  particular  of  wool,  jute,  and  the  finest  qualities  of  cotton  (Egyp- 
tian and  West  Indian  Sea  Island),  the  Government  has  recommended 
that: 

The  British  Government  should  arrive  at  an  ORreement  with  the  Govem- 
nieiilB  concerned  for  the  efTectlve  control  of  the  distribution  of  all  textile  raw 
materials,  with  a  view  to  (a)  the  complete  safefiuardlng  of  the  industrial  re- 
guirements  of  the  British  Empire;  (b)  the  fulQIlnieiit  of  the  plc<l)fOs  to  the 
allies,  as  laid  down  in  the  I'arls  Resolutions;  and  (c)  the  utlllzfttlon  of  the 
resources  of  the  Empire  In  textile  raw  materinls  for  punrases  of  negotiation 
with  other  countries. 

Antidumping  legislation  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
be  enacted  on  American  lines ;  and  if  duties  are  levied  on  goods  enter- 
ing the  United  Kingdom  preference  should  be  given  to  those  from 
the  British  overseas  dominions.  Imports  from  Germany  and  Austria- 
Hungaiy  should  be  subjected  for  sucTi  a  period  as  may  be  determined 
by  considerations  of  national  policy  to  a  special  tariff  regime  either 
by  the  establishment  of  duties  for  the  purpose  or  by  a  surtax  on  any 
duties  which  may  be  levied  on  imports  from  other  sources. 


SEHAJn)  FOE  FABH  IHFLtlHEirrS  IN  SCOTLAITD. 

[Consul  nufus  Fleming,  Edlaburgti,  JuIr  Z.] 
The  shortage  of  agricultural  implements  in  Scotland,  due  to  trade 
restrictions  and  transportation  dimculties,  is  indicated  by  the  extra- 
ordinary prices  realized  at  a  sale  held  recently  near  Edinburgh  when 
the  farm  machines,  etc.,  used  by  the  East  of  Scotland  College  of 
Agriculture  were  offered  at  auction.  Binders  and  mowers  and  reapers 
sold  for  50  to  75  per  cent  more  than  the  price  originally  paid.  A 
hayrake  which  cost  £10  ($48.C6)  when  new  brought  £2H0s.  ($104.63). 
A  fanner,  costing  JE9  ($43.80),  sold  for  £24  ($116.80),  while  a  drill, 
which  had  been  purchased  for  £18  ($87.60) ,  realized  £38 10s.  ($187.36) . 
Farm  carts  sold  for  £21  ($102.20)  to  £23  ($111.92). 

COEOUAKBEL  FEANITTS  FOR  ITmTEI)  STATES. 

[Consul  LucUn  MemmlDger,  Madras,  India.] 

The  first  large  direct  shipment  of  peanuts  from  Madras  to  the 
United  States  of  which  the  consulate  has  record  occurred  in  April 
of  this  year,  when  1,214  tons  of  Coromandel  shelled  peanuts,  valued 
at  $461,200,  were  cleared  for  an  American  port.  The  toal  consi^- 
ment  amounted  to  30,850  bags  of  176  pounds  eaeli.  The  foregoing 
valuation  is  c.  i.  f.  port  of  destination. 
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COAL  lORtiro  nr  the  svatow  sistsict. 

(CodsdI  U.  S,  Mrers,  Swatow,  Cblos.l 

The  imning  of  coal  in  the  region  about  Kayingchow  has  received 
a  much-needed  impetus  in  high  coal  prices  and  has  made  considerable 
advancement  during  the  past  year.  Native  dust  coal  is  now  being 
placed  on  the  market  in  increasing  quantities  and  is  beginning  to 
supplant  Hongay  dust  as  a  result  of  the  high  price  of  the  latter. 
.So  far  mining  has  been  confined  to  surface  and  shallow  shaft  work- 
ings and  is  chiefly  of  dust  coal.  Coal  is  generally  found  away  from 
the  watercourses,  which  necessitates  e-xpensive  porterage  to  the  river. 
Navigation  on  the  upper  river  is  closed  during  the  low-water  season. 
It  has  been  these  transportation  difficulties  more  than  anything 
else  that  has  prevented  expansion  in  this  industry,  but  with  present 
high  prices  these  chaiges  can  be  readily  paid  and  a  profit  still  be 
made.  No  organized  mining  enterprise  has  as  yet  been  undertaken. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  an  important  coal  field  exists  in  the  Kaying- 
chow  region,  but  its  development  is  largely  dependent  upon  cheaper 
transportation  facilities  than  are  now  available. 
Imports  «r  Coal — Vricei. 

Heretofore  this  district  has  depended  entirely  upon  impoi-ted  coal 
to  furnish  the  fuel  for  its  various  industries.  The  lime,  coarse  china 
ware,  and  tile  kilns  have  been  large  consumers  of  the  imported  dust. 
The  coal  import  for  the  past  two  years  was  as  follows :  1016,  foreign 
coal,  56,105  tons,  valued  at  $328,264;  Chinese  coal,  19,349  tons, 
valued  at  $130,128 ;  1917,  foreign  coal,  42,560  t«ns,  valued  at  $519,- 
947 ;  Chinese  coai,  17,025  tons,  valued  at  $138,924.  Of  the  foreign 
import  in  1917,  24,921  tons,  over  half  of  which  was  dust,  was  from 
Hongay,  while  the  remainder  came  from  Japan  and  Formosa.  Chi- 
nese coal  comes  from  Chihli  Province. 

The  following  were  the  selling  prices  of  coal  at  the  end  of  May, 
1918: 

Per  ton. 
Japan  lamp  (bltmnlnona) . —  ?20. 25 


As  is  well  known  tliese  high  prices  are  due  to  the  scarcity  of  ton- 
nage and  high  freight  rates,  Tne  import  of  Hongay  dust  has  prac- 
tically ceased  for  this  reason. 


NEW  BEINFORCED  CONCBETE  BBIDGE  IK  HOSAS  GEBAES. 

IVice'Consul  Richard  P.  UonisCD,  Rio  dc  Jaaelro,  Brazil,  May  29.] 

Within  a  few  days  there  will  be  opened  for  traffic  a  large  rein- 
forced concrete  bridge,  which  is  being  constructed  by  the  BraziUan 
State  of  Mina.s  Geraes  over  the  Velhas  Kivcr  on  the  road  which  leads 
from  Yespasiano  to  Conceicao  do  Serro.  This  bridge,  which  is  about 
450  feet  m  length,  consists  of  two  spans  and  is  supported  by  three 
piers,  each  of  which  is  set  in  a  foundation  of  hard  lime^one  rock. 

The  construction  of  the  bridge  has  been  directed  by  Jose  da  Silva 
Brandao,  engineer  of  the  Department  of  Highways  and  Public  Works 
of  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes. 
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aOVESmCENT  EXHIBIT  OF  FOREIOH  TEXTILE  SAMPLES. 

The  attention  of  textile  commission  houses,  exporters,  and  mana- 
facturers  is  directed  to  an  interesting  sample  exhibit  ol  foreign- 
made  fabrics  now  on  display  in  Room  73i  of  the  New  Yort  custom- 
house. It  consists  of  samples  of  cotton  goods  and  woolens  from 
most  of  the  importing  countries  of  the  world,  and  illustrates  the 
various  grades  and  styles  of  textiles  in  demand.  The  collection  was 
made  by  s|^>ecial  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce. 

In  all  there  are  more  than  2,000  samples,  arranged  in  boobs.  The 
information  regarding  each  item  is  very  complete,  as  is  indicated, 
by  the  copy  of  a  sheet  from  one  of  the  books  shown  below : 

Type  of  KCKxls,  striped  flannel ;  made  la  Eoglauil. 

Width,  28  inches;  collected  in  Peru. 

Length,  40  j'nrda  per  piece;  collected  by  W.  A.  Tucker, 

Construction.  00  by  66;  dote,  Februnry,  1917. 

Weight,  5  yards  per  pound ;  storage  number,  22. 

Kemnrks :  Coat  in  January,  1B17,  12  cents  per  yard.  Retail  price,  30  cents 
per  meter  (27.4  cents  per  yard).    This  Item  has  a  folrly  large  demaod  la  Peru. 

A  clipping  of  each  piece  of  cloth  about  7  inches  square  is  shown 
and  the  information  is  given  below  the  clipping.  By  an  inspection 
of  the  sample  books  for  any  particular  country,  a  very  good  idea  of 
the  qualities  used  in  that  market  may  be  obtained.  Larger  pieces 
of  each  sample  are  on  file  and  cli^ipings  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Bureau  to  American  concerns  desiring  them. 


BEET-SUOAR  INBUSTBT  UT  AUSTBAUA. 

IHonard  A.  Treitt,  storctarr  to  cainnitrrlnl  alUch^,  Melbourne.  Jude  13.1 

The  only  beet-sugar  factory  in  Australia  is  located  at  Maffra, 
Victoria.  It  was  first  opened  in  1898  and  was  operated  for  two 
years,  but,  owing  to  inexperienced  labor,  a  limited  supply  of  beets, 
and  other  causes,  it  became  financially  involved  and  was  finally  taken 
over  by  the  State  Government,  which  was  its  principal  creditor. 
After  10  years  of  idleness,  the  factory  was  again  opened  in  1910, 
with  a  manager  from  America  in  charge. 

At  the  present  time  the  mill  employs,  during  the  manufacturing 
season,  140  hands,  working  three  8-hour  shifts  a  day.  From  200  to 
250  tons  of  beets  are  cut  per  day,  and  normally  about  8  tons  of  beets 
are  required  to  produce  1  ton  of  sugar;  but  the  sugar  content  of 
Maffra  beets  is  low  this  year,  and  they  will  not  produce  that  much. 
The  net  price  obtained  for  the  sugar  is  $138.49  per  ton. 
Are&,  Yield,  nnd  Prices. 

During  the  season  1911-12  923  acres  of  beets  were  planted  and  752 
acres  harvested,  from  which  resulted  3,975  tons  of  beets.  This  crop 
produced  445  tons  of  white  sugar,  approximately  74  tons  of  raw 
sugar,  and  a  quantity  of  molasses.  The  price  paid  for  sugar  was 
$4.86  per  ton,  plus  a  bonus  based  on  the  sugar  extracted  from  the 
beet,  which  in  this  case  was  high. 

In  the  1912-13  season  1,168  acres  of  beets  were  planted.  Of  thia 
planting  900  aci-es  were  harvested,  the  crop  amounting  to  6,207  tons 
of  beets.    From  this  crop  were  manufactured  548  tons  of  whit«  sugar, 
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about  100  tons  of  raw  eugar,  and  362  tons  of  molasses.  The  govern- 
ment, with  the  idea  of  increasing  tho  acreage,  purchased  estates  in 
fhs  district  and  turned  them  over  to  settlers,  one  of  the  conditions 
being  that  each  tract  should  bo  planted  to  10  adres  of  beets. 

For  the  1913-14  season  tliere  were  planted  1,474  acres  of  beets,  of 
■which  1,000  acres  were  harvested,  the  yield  being  7,432  tons  of  beets, 
from  which  were  extracted  808  tons  of  white  sugar,  112  tons  of  raw 
sugar,  and  435  tons  of  molasses.  The  beets  were  bought  for  $5.60 
per  ton.  The  following  summer,  like  the  two  preceding  it,  was  dry; 
and,  as  many  of  tho  settlement  tracts  were  found  unsuitable  for  beet 
growing  without  irrigation,  compulsory  growing  by  settlers  was  dis- 
carded. Good  results,  however,  followed  attempts  at  irrigation, 
which  was  employed  only  to  provide  tho  necessary  moisture  when 
tiio  rainfall  was  insufficient. 

Tlio  seasons  of  1914^15  and  1915-16  were  satisfactory,  but  it  was 
not  until  the  season  of  191G-17  that  the  plant  actually  showed  a 
profit.  For  the  present  season  diffictilty  was  experienced  in  pro- 
curing' beet  seed,  which  was  also  very  expensive.  However,  it  is 
expended  that  out  of  the  1,250  acres  planted,  1,215  will  bo  harvested, 
and  that  the  yield  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  15,000  tons  of  beets, 
from  which  1,700  tons  of  sugar  will  be  extracted. 
BesnlU  of  Past  Seven  Seasons. 

The  following  is  a  statement  showing  in  detail  the  production  for 
the  past  seven  seasons : 
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Operating  expenses  are  high.  Labor,  supplies,  material,  and  re- 
pairs are  aU  expensive,  and  land  is  hard  to  secure,  although  there  is 
no  lack  on  the  part  of  farmers  of  willingness  to  grow  beets.  To 
insure  pennanent  success  irrigation  is  necessary,  and  the  machinery, 
which  has  not  been  renewed  since  its  installation  20  years  ago, 
must  be  brought  up  to  date  and  the  factory  enlarged  before  the  en- 
terprise can  really  flourish. 


CLUS  FKIVUEOES  FOR  POBEIGH  BVYE^. 

The  American  Manufacturers'  Export  Association  reports  to  tho 
Department  of  Commerce  that  it  has  completed  arrangements 
whereby  its  members  can  entertain  foreign  buyers  at  the  Old  Colony 
Club  in  New  York.  The  privileges  extended  include  the  use  of  the 
facilities  of  the  club,  food,  and  an-an^menfs  for  lodging.  In  the 
past  this  matter  of  the  social  entertainment  of  foreign  buyers  has 
not  always  received  the  attention  it  deserved  from  the  American 
exporter. 
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TAPAVESE  BEAK  CAKE  AKS  THE  FOOD  ntOBLElC. 

lEicerpt   from   The   Far  East,   ot   Toklo,   tranflmlttrf   by   Consul   General   Gearg«   H. 
Scldmore,  VolEoliaiiia.l 

The  food  problem  has  been  before  the  economists  of  Japan  for 
many  years.  Japan  grows  about  55,000,000  kokii  (about  281,600,000 
bushels)  of  rice  a  year.  As  the  population  steadily  increases,  foreign 
rice  imported  from  abroad  is  neanng  5.000,000  koku  (about  25,600,- 
000  bushels),  worth  roughly  75,000,000  yen  (about  $37,350,000)  a 
year. 

Bean  cake,  which  is  produced  in  such  abundance  in  South  Man- 
churia, has  been  held  as  liftie  good  for  other  than  fertilizing  pur- 
poses. But  it  has  been  found,  as  the  result  of  analysis,  that  it  contains 
the  necessary  nutritive  ingredients  for  the  human  body  such  as  albu- 
min, starch,  ash,  etc,  comparing  well  with  rice  itself.  It  is  credited 
with  a  larger  amount  of  nutritive  quality  than  wheat  or  barley. 

Viscount  Tajiri  (new  mayor  of  Tokyo  and  a  venerable  economist) 
holds  up  bean  cake  as  excellently  suited  to  the  Japanese  palate.  In 
point  of  price,  rice  costs  some  35  sen  per  sho  ($3.40  per  bushel)  in 
Japan.  Bean  cake  costs  about  one-third.  It  may  be  put  on  the 
table  mixed  with  rice  half  and  half. 

Tlie  bean  cake  tried  by  Viscount  Tajiri  belonged  to  a  variety  made 
by  the  expressing  method.  With  bean  meal,  the  residue  left  by  the 
extraction  process  as  is  in  vogue  at  the  Suzuki  bean  mill,  Dairen,  etc., 
it  will  have  to  first  go  through  a  process  to  be  freed  from  a  peculiar 
odor. 

EFFICIENT  WOBK  OF  EHPLOTVENT  SEKTICE  PRAISED. 

In  the  following  letter  to  the  Director  General  of  the  United  States 
Employment  Service,  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  has  expressed  his 
appreciation  of  the  aid  rendered  by  the  men's  division  of  the  service 
in  securing  appointees  for  positions  in  the  Department  of  Conunerce : 

Deab  Mb.  Dersmore:  It  would  not  lie  lair  to  you  If  I  did  not  call  your  atten- 
tentlon  to  the  edlclcnt  manner  in  whkli  I  believe  the  laen's  division  of  the 
Daited  States  Employ  men  t  Servii«  at  1410  Pennsylvtinia  Avenue  NW.  la 
being  conducted.  This  department,  no  doubt  like  all  otbers,  Is  having  much 
trouble  in  finding  cmerKenc;  appointees  to  fill  low-salaried  positions  for  which 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  is  unuble  to  supply  ellfribles.  Your  service  has 
been  able  to  meet  our  needs.  I  am  advised  by  the  chief  clerk  o£  tlie  department 
that  It  Is  not  uncommon  to  obtain  ellElbles  within  an  hour  nfter  he  has  tele- 
phoned, and  I  am  most  happy  to  bring  this  matter  to  your  attention  and  to 
congratulate  you  on  your  organization. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

■William  C,  Kebfield,  Secretary. 

Hod.  John  B.  Densmore, 

Director  General  United  Stales  Employtncnl  Service. 


ITALY  EXTENDS  WOOL  BEQUISITION. 

Consul  General  David  F.  Wilber,  of  Genoa,  reports  that  by  decree,* 
effective  June  19,  Italy  extended  the  scope  of  the  earlier  decree  (ace 
Commerce  Bepohts  for  June  8,  1918)  which  authorized  the  requisi- 
tioning by  the  Military  Administration  of  all  wool  produced  in  Italy 
to  cover  foreign  wool  and  woolen  goods. 
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PROPOSALS  POB  aOVEEHlCEirr  .SUPPLIES  AFD   CONSTRUCTION. 

[Correspondence  sboald  be  direct  with  ttie  offlcea  named,  and  spGciflcations  nnd  other 
Intonnatloa  can  usnallT  be  □btalni?d  nt  the  points  where  the  Koods  arc  to  be  delivered 
or  the  work  la  to  be  performed.  In  cases  Viberc  Ibe  thne  limit  Is  loo  nbort  to  permit 
HnDB  to  E^bmlt  lenders,  the;  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mulling  llsls  of  such  ofScij 
to  receive  notices  calling  for  future 'supp ties  or  work  ot  a  ilmllar  aatiirc,) 

Biioji  bodict.  No.  CS'lu.^Sealed  proiwsals  will  bo  received  by  tlic  Superluteudent, 
Third  Lightlmnse  District,  Tompkinsvillc,  N.  Y.,  until  Augiifit  ft,  1918,  for 
live  type  L  ncotj-lene  buoy  bodie.s. 

Tablcs,  No.  5344.^Seuied  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlio  Field  Meilical  Sup- 
ply Depot.  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  O.,  for  fui'iilshlng  ond  de- 
livering 100.000  metal  folding  bedside  tnblcs,    liefer  to  Circular  No.  844. 

Concrete  fouiidationg.  No,  5345. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Super- 
intendeat  of  Llgbthoiises,  Baltimore,  Sid.,  until  August  12,  1018,  for  con- 
struction of  concrelo  foundation  and  placing  of  riprap  at  Tangier  Souud 
Light  Station,  Va. 

Healing  system.  No.  5346.^Sealed  propossils  will  be  received  at  llic  Bureau  of 
Yaials  and  Docks,  Navy  I>eportinent,  Wasliingtou,  D.  C,  until  August  12, 
J918,  for  furnlsliing  and  Installing  n  plenum  lienting  ttystcjn.  Including 
motor-operated  fans,  lieatlng  stacks,  ducts,  piping,  valves,  and  fittings,  in 
the  structural  shop  ot  the  Navy  Yard,  Xow  York,  N.  Y. 

Btprap,  No.  5347.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  LiBlitliouse  In- 
spector, Boston,  Mass.,  until  August  10,  1918,  for  placing  riprap  for  pro- 
tection of  fillddle  Ledge  Light,  Woods  Hole  Passage,  Scltuate  Brealtwater 
Light,  Scltuate  Harbor,  and  Uusbury  Pier  Light  Station,  Plymouth  Harbor, 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  PETKOLEUK  DEPOSITS  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Cansul  General  Alfred  A.  WImIow,  Auckland,  June  19.1 

It  has  just  been  announced  that  the  New  Zealand  Government  haa 

paid  one  company  the  sum  of  $48,665  for  the  pi-oduction  of  the  first 

million  gallons  of  petroleum,  and  was  prepared  to  assist  further  in 

the  development  or  the  oil  fields  of  this  Doniinion. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  one  field  on  the  west  coast  of  the  South 
Island  contains  not  less  than  38,000,000  gallons  of  crude  petroleum 
that  might  be  extracted  from  the  shale  of  that  part  of  tlie  countrj-. 

Indications  make  it  clear  that  there  are  jather  deposits  that  have 
not  yet  been  investigated  to  any  great  extent,  and  the  Government 
proposes  to  assist  in  this  as  soon  as  conditions  become  normal. 


Shortage  of  Linseed  for  Aastralian  Seed-Cmshing  Industry. 
Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  linseed  arriving  from  India,  the  Aus- 
tralian seed-crushing  industry,   which   is  of   comparatively   recent 
establishment,  is  threatened  with  temporary  suspension.     Until  new 
supplies  are  received  there  will  be  a  shortage  in  linseed  oil,  cake,  etc. 
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DIBTBICr  OFFICKS. 
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FOBEIQN  TKASE  OPPOETUKITIES. 


BeMFT^  adilrpsMS  maj'  be  Obtalaed  (ram  the  BareKn  aod  Its  dlatrlc*  and  coopeni- 
live  attlcf  ■.  Requpgc  for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  atKte 
opporinnltr  nniubar.  '  'Hie  Bnrpau  does  not  fumlah  credit  nllnm  or  asnume 
reapoaslbllit;  as  lo  the  nlaiiiLIng  ol  fori'lgn  Inquirers ;  the  usual  precautloug,  should  be 
taken  In  all  cHWi",  Symbols :  ■•  Reported  by  American  consular  officers ;  t  Reporteil  by 
commercial  altach^  and  commercial  agcata ;  X  Direct  Inquiries  received  by  the  Uureau. 
In  coDBldprliiK  th«  followln*  "  opt>ortaBl4lpa  "  BitrelBl  resard  alioald  be 
...   ._  ..._  ■ ^ '--UmB  soTerBlnK  ciatort  Ilcenaes  and   (radlnar 


27238.t— A  maQ  In  France  <l*>slres  to  represent  American  manufaclurers  i 
exporters  of  structural  shiip^-s,  wlilte  lead,  red  lead,  lltboj)one,  kIhc  oil 
twine,  and  string.    References. 


27241.f — A  firm  In  France  Is  desirous  of  getting  In  touch  with  AmerlcHn  manu- 
facturers and  esporters  with  h  view  to  purohaKlnf:  linen,  lieiup,  jute,  and 
cotton  te:ctlles.  awniiiKR,  beddings,  ducks,  suitings  of  raised  linen  and 
cotton,  babies'  clothing,  hii<1  rags.    Cash  will  be  paid.     Reference. 

27242.* — A  company  In  Norway  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for 
the  sale  of  technical,  chemical,  electrical,  steel,  and  Irou  gcKMls  of  all  kln<ls, 
and  all  kinds  of  hardware  for  Industrial  equipment.  Quotations  nbould 
be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Ptiyment  will  be  made  against  documents. 
Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    Reference. 


272-H.'— A  firm  In  Brazil  deiilres  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale 
of  raw  and  semlUniKhed  metals,  machinery,  lubrlcuting  oils,  electrlenl 
supplies,  rubber  goods,  chemicals  and  the  general  agency  for  all  kinds  of 
producli,  except  foodstuffs,  especially  fence  wire,  galvanized  roofing,  agrl- 
culturnl  machinery  and  implements,  oils,  copper  wire,  electric  lamps, 
tungsten.  Iron  and  steel  bars  and  sheets,  pumping  outfits,  ga Ivan! zed-Iron 
piping,  etc.  Quotations  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Tayment  will  be 
made  at  destination  against  delivery  of  documents,  providing  credit  terms 
are  not  possible.     Correspondence  may  be  In  English.     Reference. 

2724,^.* — A  company  In  Australia  is  In  the  market  for  machinery  for  the  manu- 
facture of  saddle  and  slipper  felts,  Qtiolallons  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  San 
Frouclsco.    Payment  will  be  made  against  documents.     Reference. 

27246. t — An  agency  la  desired  by  a  comijany  In  Australia  for  tlie  sale  of  fabrics, 
hardware,  chemicals,  and  fancy  goods.  Payment  will  be  made  by  cash 
against  documents.     References. 

272'17.* — A  merchant  In  Spain  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for  the 
sale  of  agricultural  machinery  In  general.  Correspondence  should  be  Itt 
Spauisli  or  French.    Itefereueea. 


Bo  trouble  to  buy,  cheap,  conTenlent,  a  real  inTCitment — War  Savtag  Stamps. 
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J  SPANISH  EHBAXaO  ON  DONKEYS. 

[ConsDl  General  Hnrat,  Barcelona,  Jul;  20.] 

A  new  order,  effective  July  27,  1918  forbids  the  exportation  of 
donkeys  from  Spain.  This  decr^  follows  the  embargo  on  mules 
and  horses  published  in  Commerce  Reports,  July  24. 


BITLES  007EBNINO  EXPOKIS  OP  UANTTPACTTIBES  OP  QOLB. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  (in  a  new  ruling,  W.  T.  B.  B., 
178)  the  adoption  of  the  following  regulations  with  respect  to  the 
exportation  of  gold  jewelry,  gold  watches,  gold  plate  and  all  other 
manufactures  of  gold: 

1.  On  and  after  July  29,  1918,  no  license  will  be  issued  authoriz- 
ing the  exportation  of  gold  jewelry,  gold  watches,  gold  plate  or 
other  manufactures  of  gold  unless  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  War 
Trade  Board  is  submitted  showing  that  the  f.  o.  b.  selling  price  of 
the  articles  to  be  exported  is  not  less  than  three  times  the  value  of 
the  fine  gold  contained  in  such  articles. 

2.  However,  exceptions  may  be  made  to  the  above  regulation,  if 
evidence  satisfactory  to  the  War  Trade  Board  is  submitted  showing 
that  the  gold  jewelry,  gold  watches,  gold  plate,  or  other  manufac- 
tures of  gold  to  be  exported  were  actually  manufactured  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  export  prior  to  July  29,  1918.  Licenses  may  be  issued 
for  the  exportation  of  such  articles  provided  the  f.  o.  b.  selling  price 
of  such  articles  is  not  less  than  twice  the  value  of  the  fine  gold  con- 
tained therein  and  the  exportation  of  same  js  made  on  or  before 
September  1,  1918. 

3.  Notwithstanding  the  date  of  manufacture  for  export  there  may 
be  exported  after  September  1,  1918,  only  such  manufactures  of 
gold  the  f.  o.  b.  selling  price  of  which  is  not  less  than  three  times 
^e  value  of  the  fine  gold  contained  therein. 

4.  Applications  for  license  to  export  dental  gold  and  all  manufac- 
tures of'  gold  when  the  same  contain  platinum,  iridium,  rhodium, 
ot  palladium  may  be  considered  only  when  the  regulations  governing 
the  exportation  of  the  latter  named  metals  are  complied  with. 

6T9Te*— 18  ,-8SS     I 
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LEAF  TOBACCO  HELD  BT  HAXmFACTUBEBS  AKS  SEAIESS. 

The  amount  of  leaf  tobacco  held  by  manufacturers  and  dealers  in 
the  United  States,  according  to  preliminary  statistics  compiled  by 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  was  1,38C,049,368  pounds  on  July  1, 1918,  or 
118^70,405  pounds  more  than  on  the  same  date  last  year.  The 
amount  held  on  April  1, 1918,  was  1,465,168,711  pounds,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  1918,  1,176,234,657  pounds. 

Leaf  tobacco  on  hand  July  1,  1918,  includes  912,450,476  t)ounds, 
for  which  the  "market  weight"  was  reported  (i-.  e.,  weight  at  time 
it  was  packed  or  baled),  and  473,598,892  pounds  for  which  the  "  actual 
weight"  was  reported.  The  corresponding  amounts  included  for 
1917  were  794,178,732  and  472,600,171  pounds,  respectively ;  for  April 
1,  1918,  979,842,107  and  485,326,004  pounds,  respectively,  and  for 
January  1,  1918,  779,292,224  and  396,942,433  pounds,  respectively. 
Allowance  should  be  made  for  shrinkage  on  the  amounts  for  wydi 
"  marked  weight "  was  reported,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  actual 
weight.  The  total  for  July  1,  1918,  includes  1,236,846,139  pounds  of 
unstemmed  and  149,203^29  pounds  of  stemmed  leaf  tobacco. 

These  statistics  represent  the  quantity  of  leaf  tobacco  reported  as 
held  by  manufacturers  who,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Bevenue,  manufactured  during  the  preceding  cal- 
endar year  more  than  50,000  poinds  of  tobacco,  250,000  cigars,  or 
1,000,000  cigarettes,  and  by  dealers  in  or  manufacturei-s  of  leaf  to- 
bacco who,  on  an  average,  had  more  than  50,000  pounds  of  leaf 
tobacco  in  stock  at  the  end  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  preceding  calen- 
dar year.  They  also  include  all  imported  leaf  tobacco  in  United 
States  bonded  warehouses  and  bonded  manufacturing  warehouses. 


CLASSIFICATIOIT  OF  OCCUPATIONS  FOR  FBOTOST  HABSEAL 
GEHIXAI.. 

The  classification  of  occupati<His  Was  undertaken  at  the  written 
request  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General,  under  date  of  December  31, 
1917,  to  the  effect  that  a  detachment  of  skilled  workers  from  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  be  sent  to  the  War 
Department  to  train  the  clerks  of  that  Department  who  were  to  be 
assigned  to  the  preparation  of  an  industrial  index  of  registrants 
under  the  selective-service  act.  Previous  to  this  request  several  con- 
ferences had  been  held  at  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  by  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General,  at  which  conferences  it 
had  been  decided  to  use  the  census  scheme  of  classification  of  occupa- 
ticaia  in  the  preparation  of  the  industrial  index.  The  preparation  of 
this  index  consisted  in  classifying  cards  for  registrants  according  to 
occupational  skill  or  experience,  those  cards  having  been  prepared 
at  the  local  boards  from  questionnaires  filled  by  the  registrants  them- 
selves and  then  transmitted  to  the  War  Department. 

Some  work  was  done  during  the  latter  part  of  December  and  in 
January  in  making  estimates  as  a  basis  of  the  plan,  in  compiling  and 
printing  the  lists  to  bo  used,  and  in  general  preparatory  work.  It 
was  not  until  the  middle  of  February,  however,  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  cards  had  been  received  at  the  War  Department  to  begin  the 
actual  work  of  classification,  and  on  the  14th  of  February  seven  census 
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employees  were  detailed  for  this  purpcoe,  seven  having  been  previously 
assigaed  at  intervals  from  January  30  to  Februat^  12  to  arrange  for 
tiie  preliminary  steps  of  the  work.  About  a  week  later  the  number  of 
census  employees  was  increased  to  30,  and  the  greater  part  of  these 
experienced  census  employees,  under  the  direction  of  Mr,  William  C. 
Hunt,  chief  statistician  for  population,  was  used  until  July  1,  a 
period  of  four  and  one-half  months,  in  supervising  and  guiding  the 
work  of  about  250  clerks  emplOTed  by  the  War  Department,  the  work 
being  done  in  the  old  Land  Office  Building. 

The  cards  were  received  by  the  War  Department  in  packages  from 
each  State  local  board,  and  after  examination  for  completeness  of  re- 
turn, stamping  of  local  board  number,  etc,  were  turned  over  to  the 
representatives  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  classihcation  accord- 
ing to  occupations.  The  method  adopted  for  this  classiiication  work 
was  predicated  upon  the  assumption  that  a  very  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  registrants  would  be  found  in  the  more  common  occupa- 
tions and  that  the  handling  of  between  8,000,000  and  9,000,000  hand- 
written cards  could  be  largely  reduced  to  a  mechanical  basis  and  their 
occupational  classi6cation  thereby  materially  Quickened. 

The  total  number  of  cards  received  to  the  end  of  June,  1918,  and 
classified  under  the  direction  of  the  expert,  census  force  was  8,147,034. 
The  number  of  cards  handled  and  classified  under  the  various  ^ps 
of  the  work  is  shown  by  the  following  statement  i 


hi^. 

Cards  classified. 

tiambti. 

Percent 
of  total. 

Iff 

Bi,5«,838 

8,U7.0M 

As  the  classification  of  the  8,147,034  cards  was  also  verified,  tlie 
total  number  handled,  for  all  pHri>oses,  was  23,707,872  cards,  repre- 
senting almost  three  handlings  of  the  actual  number  of  cards  re- 
ceived. The  time  devoted  by  employees  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Cen- 
sus to  this  work  was  equivalent  to  3,253  days  of  work  for  one  clerk. 

The  energy  and  industry  displayed  by  the  experienced  census  em- 

?loyees  engaged  in  this  work  calls  for  the^  highest  commendation, 
'he  work  in  some  respects  was  most  perplexing  and  could  not  have 
been  successfully  handled  by  a  less  experienced  force  of  census  as- 
sistants. The  high  tribute  paid  by  the  Provost  Marshal  General  to 
the  value  of  the  service  rendered  by  them  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
tiieir  ability  and  successful  endeavor  in  the  prosecution  of  a  most 
important  piece  of  war  work. 


The  South  African  Journal  of  Industries  states  that  the  Durban 
engineering  workshops  are  stated  to  be  doing  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  in  the  manufacture  of  spare  parts  of  machinery  for  sugar 
estates,  collieries,  etc.    Most  of  these  parts  were  formerly  imported. 
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KEW  CENSUS  BUSEAU-  IN  imV. 

[Commerdiil  Attach^  Wm.  F.  Maotavon.  Uma.] 
The  Government  of  Peru  has  recently  made  provision  for  taking 
a  census  in  1919,  the  work  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  a  newly 
organized  department  of  statistics  in  the  Ministry  of  Fomento.  The 
census  will  include  statistics  of  the  population,  health,  and  education, 
and  also  figures  on  the  production  and  distribution  of  wealth.  The 
department  of  statistics  will  publish  a  yearly  report  to  be  designated 
Anuario  Estadistico  del  Peru. 

The  new  census  bureau  will  be  composed  of  certain  Government 
ofiScials,  including  the  vice  president  of  Peru,  the  director  of  sta- 
tistics, the  director  of  public  instruction,  and  the  president  of  the 
geographic  society.  Private  citizens  will  be  under  obligations  to 
assist  in  the  work  of  the  census,  and  to  accept  such  assignments  as 
may  be  entrusted  to  them.  Fines  will  be  imposed  for  the  failure  to 
supply  correct  data.  The  La  Prensa,  of  Lima,  in  its  issue  of  June 
llj  1918,  comments  on  the  need  of  compilation  of  statistical  data,  a^ 
this  subject  has  hitherto  i-eceived  inadequate  attention  in  Peru.  It 
is  expected  that  the  statistical  organizaticm  will  be  extended  later 
to  include  figures  on  we  production,  the  consumption,  and  the  wealth 
of  each  Province,  also  od  land  values,  transportation,  live  stock, 
mining  and  other  industries. 

SOW  IT  IS  PROPOSED  TO  MEET  NEW  ZEALAND'S  PVBUC  DEBT. 
ICoDEiil  General  Alfred  A,  W1d)>Iow,  AucklaDil,  Juhf  19.1 

Late  published  statistics  announce  that  the  per  capitir  indebted- 
ness of  New  Zealand  in  1914  was  $408.79,  while  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1918,  the  per  capita  indebtedness  was 
$554.78.  To  meet  this  heavy  incTcase  in  national  indebtedness  an 
effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  production  of  the  country  by 
developing  its  great  natural  resources,  especially  along  thc^.J^es  of 
grazing,  agriculture,  and  mining,  which  now  supply  the  principal 
exports  of  tlic  Dominion. 

The  exports  of  pastoral  products  now  amount  to  about  87  per  cent 
of  New  Zealand's  total  expoits,  with  mining  exports  at  about  5 
per  cent,  and  agricultural  exports  at  0.6  per  cent.     Of  the  pastoral 

froducts,  wool  supplied  $55,964,750,  frozen  meat  $34,065,500,  butter 
10,808,628,  and  cheese  $17,100,881,  and  it  is  expected  these  produc- 
tions can  he  materially  increased  when  the  large  public  holdings  are 
divided  up  into  smaller  farms  and  more  intensive  farming  methods 
adopted. 

It  is  claimed  that  New  Zealand  now  leads  tlie  world  in  the  per 
capita  exports,  which  have  reached  $115,98,  us  compared  with  $70.78 
for  Switzerland,  and  $08-71  for  Denmark. 


Opening  for  Needlework  Patterns  in  Australia. 
The  Department  of  Commerce  has  received  a  communication  from 
a  woman  resident  of  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  calling  attention  to 
the  fact  that  Australia  apparently  oilers  a  market  for  needlework 
transfer  designs  and  for  ready-stamped  cushion  covers  in  coiors, 
especially  a  cover  with  the  Australian  coat  of  arms.  The  letter  also 
mentions  that  there  is  a  need  in  the  Commonwealth  of  printed  mat- 
ter relating  particularly  to  arts  and  crafts, 
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SETEIOFUEKT  OF  ISDUSTBIES  TS  NEW  ZEAIAITD. 

ICoDBDl  General  Alfred  A.  Wlualow,  Auckland,  Jane  18.] 

The  question  of  the  development  of  the  secondary  industries  in 
New  Zealand  is  being  given  much  attention  on  the  part  of  the  New 
Zealand  Government,  with  the  idea  of  mannfactunng  more  of  the 
articles  needed  for  home  consumption  so  as  to  reduce  the  imports, 
which  have  been  very  heavy  per  capita. 

According  to  the  census  of  1916  there  were  44,000  males  and  14,000 
females  employed  in  the  factories  and  workshops  of  this  Dominion, 
who  received  wages  amounting  to  $32,381,691,  and  produced  goods 
to  the  value  of  $218,992,500.  There  was  an  increase  of  about  $15,000,- 
000  in  the  value  of  machinery  during  the  five  years  from  1911  to 
1916. 

The  industries  have  made  fairly  good  progress  during  the  last 
decade  and  the  outlook  seems  promising.  During  the  war  the  manu- 
facturers in  this  country  have  been  able  to  supply  practically  all  of 
the  clothing  and  footwear  for  the  New  Zealand  army ;  and  now  it  is 
proposed  to  develop  the  iron  industry  to  a  larger  extent.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  iron  deposits  at  Parapara,  in  the  Kelson  district,  contain 
from  50,000,000  to  60,000,000  tons  of  available  iron  ore,  with  coal 
deposits  near  at  hand  for  the  development  of  this  industry.  The  im- 
ports of  iron  and  steel  products  now  amount  to  about  $20,000,000 
per  annum,  and  are  rapidly  increasing. 

In  a  lecture  delivered  in  Auckland  not  long  since,  the  Minister  of 
Internal  Affairs  is  quoted  as  having  said  that  the  development  of 
this  country  called  for  the  expansion  of  the  railroad  system ;  the  de- 
velopment of  the  hydroelectric  power  and  resources  of  the  Dominion ; 
and  the  increasing  of  educational  facilities,  especially  for  scientific 
and  industrial  research,  with  the  idea  of  preventing  waste  and  de- 
veloping the  latent  resources  of  the  Dominion.  These  matters  will 
be  given  very  great  attention  following  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
the  soldiers  now  at  the  front  will  be  returning  home. 

REW  AVSTBALIAN  INDTTSTBIES. 
(Iloward  A.  Treat,  eeerelary  to  commercial  attache,  Melbonme,  June  15.] 

In  May  of  this  year  the  Australian  treasury  consented  to  the 
registration  of  a  company  being  formed  in  Melbourne  for  wool 
scouring,  wool  combing,  weaving  and  spinning,  and  the  manufacture 
of  rams.  The  capital  was  fixed  at  £150,000  ($730,000),  of  which 
£12*0,000  was  to  be  subscribed  in  cash.  Of  this  cash  amount  £77,000 
was  to  be  raised  in  Australia  and  £43,000  in  Great  Britain.  This 
amount  was  to  have  been  spent  in  Great  Britain  for  the  purchase  of 
machinery. 

A  company  has  been  registered,  with  a  capital  of  £300,000  ($1,- 
460,000),  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  white  lead,  various  classes 
of  paints,  and  lead  and  zinc  products. 

The  Commonwealth  Government  has  permitted  the  proposed  issue 
of  additional  capital  by  the  Broken  Hilly  Pty.  Co.  to  enable  it 
to  make  an  extension  of  its  steel  and  iron  enterprise  at  Newcastle. 
Authority  was  asked  to  increase  the  company's  nominal  capital  from 
£600,000  to  £3,000,000  and  its  subscribed  capital  from  £472,402  to 
*2,I00,0O0, 
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SHIFllCEBTS  FAOH  YEBA  GRUZ  TO  XfSTtEH  STATES. 

[Consul  FrsDcta  B.  Btewart,  Ten  Crui.  M<!zlca,  laat  30.J 

Tbe  total  value  of  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at 
Vera  Cruz  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  the  six  months 
ending  June  30,  1918,  was  $2,086,380,  of  which  free  gooda  repre- 
sented $1,691,635  and  dutiable  goods  $394,745.  This  shows  a  marked 
decrease  in  exports  as  compai-ed  with  the  corresponding  period  of 
1917,  when  shipments  of  free  goods  to  the  United  States  were  valued 
at  $7,018,093  and  dutiable  goods  at  $224,008,  making  a  total  of 
$7,242,781,  The  principal  articles  exported  during  the  two  periods 
were: 
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BBinSH  COAL  TRADE  APTEE  THE  WAR. 

tConunerclal  Attach^  Pblllp  B.  Ktimed;,  LondoD,  Juoe  29.] 

In  June,  1916,  the  British  Government  appointed  a  committee  "  to 
consider  the  position  of  the  coal  trade  after  the  war  with  especial 
reference  to  international  competition,  and  to  report  what  measures, 
if  any,  are  necessary  or  desirable  to  safeguard  that  position." 

The  committee  entered  at  once  upon  an  investigation  of  the  indus- 
try, taking  the  testimony  of  many  witnesses  and  considering  the 
trade  from  many  angles.  It  has  now  embodied  its  findings  in  n 
report  to  the  (Government)  Board  of  Trade,  stating  by  way  of 
preface:  "This  report  is  drawn  up  on  the  assumption  that  it  is 
essential  in  the  national  interest  that  the  export  coal  trade,  which 
before  t^e  war  amounted  to  one-fourth  of  the  entire  output,  should 
not  only  be  maintained,  but  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
increase  it."  The  report  then  treats  of  the  output,  cost  of  produc- 
tion, labor,  housing  accommodation,  and  exports  and  concludes  with 
the  following  recommendations: 

1.  That  the  policy  of  the  country  be  directed  tovraid  mnlntnliilng  and,  l( 
possible,  IncreaslBg  the  export  coal  trade. 

2.  That  all  restrictions  on  the  free  export  of  coal  Imposed  during  the  war, 
Including  the  present  system  ot  export  under  license,  should  be  removed  as 
Boon  as  possible  after  the  ternilnntlon  of  bostllittps, 

3.  That  In  onler  to  promote  thg  Interests  of  foreign  trade,  not  only  In  coal 
bnt  In  other  commodities,  stalpplnK  In  enemy  hands  should  be  made  avalloblfl 
for  the  ImoiedlHte  use  of  tlils  country  and  its  allies  at  the  close  of  hostilities. 

4.  That  on  the  termination-oC  hostilities  all  raen  who  prior  to  the  war  were 
employed  in  colliery  work  should  be  rolensed  from  military  duties  at  the  ear- 
liest pos.'ilble  moment,  and  that  every  effort  should  be  made  by  coal  owners  to 
reinstate  these  men  as  rapidly  as  it  Is  practicable  to  do  so. 

6.  That  the  attention  of  coal  owners  be  direct»l  to  the  dcBlrobllity  of  Intro- 
dui-lug  wherever  practicable  the  most  up-to-date  appliances  for  Increasing 
the  output  per  person  emjiloyed. 

6.  That  the  miners  In  every  coal  Beld  should  be  encouraged  to  raise  the  ln(1t< 
Tfdnar production  of  coal;  that  any  restrictions  In  operation  affecting  output 
Ghould  be  withdrawn;  and  that  arrangements  should  be  made  to  iusure  to  the 
workmen  the  full  reward  of  Increased  effort. 

7.  That  a  statutory  tribunal  be  set  up  having  powers  (1)  to  enforce  the 
granting  of  wayleaves,  both  underground  and  surface,  where  unreasonably 
withheld,  and  to  detornilne  the  conditions-  upon  whlcli  they  shall  be  granted ; 
(2)  to  consider  applications  for,  and,  If  so  advised,  to  enforce  the  granting  of 

facilities  to  mineral  workers  or  lessees  for  the  erection  on  land  adjoining  col- 
lieries of  coke  ovens,  by-product  plants,  chemical  worlcfi,  and  workmen's  houses 
and  for  the  treatment  in  such  plants  and  works  of  coals  raised  at  such  collieries 
or  elsewhere,  and  to  fix  the  conditions  (including  compensation  and  tenure) 
upon  which  inich  facilities  shall  be  granted. 

&  That  the  law  relating  to  surface  support  be  remedied  so  as  to  »<ecnre  that 
there  may  be  as  little  loss  of  coal  aa  possible  In  connection  with  the  support 
of  land,  buildings,  public  works,  railways,  canals,  etc. 

B.  That  coal  owners,  exporters,  and  shippers  interested  In  ?.pecifll  markets 
should  cooperate  to  prevent  these  markets  from  passing  out  of  British  control, 
and  to  secure  satisfactory  discharging,  landing,  and  transport  facilities  for 
British  coal  In  foreign  countries,  where  these  are  inadequate. 

10.  That  an  investigation  should  be  made  Into  the  chariictcr  of  tbe  plant 
fai  operation  and  the  facilities  afforded  at  all  home  ports  useti  for  the  shipment 
of  coal  with  a  view  to  bringing  them  up  to  the  highest  level  of  capacity  and 
effldency. 

IX  That  statistics  of  the  trade  In  British  coal,  and  coal  In  competition 
therewith  in  foreign  markets  should  be  obtainable  mouth  by  luontli  by  those 
Interested  In  the  export  coal  trade,  along  with  any  information  available 
Bbowing  the  trend  of  British  trade  In  coal  In  Kuch  markets,  and  suggestiouu  as 
to  bow  this  trade  may  be  developed. 
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OEBKAK  CHEMICAL  INDUSTBT  IK  1917. 

The  year  1917  was  for  the  German  chemical  industry  a  period  of 
intense  activity,  far-reaching  achieTcment,  and  profitable  enterprise, 
says  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  in  quoting  the  German  press.  The 
tasks  which  the  industry  had  to  accomplish  in  the  military  and  eco- 
nomic interests  of  the  country  alike  continue  to  expand,  with  the 
result  that  works  had  to  be  enlarged  and  capital  increased.  All  the 
concerns  in  the  gi-cat  chemical  combine  laised  their  capital  toward 
the  end  of  1917,  before  the  ^ringent  regulations  against  capital  in- 
creases came  into  force.  The  existing  ^reholders  were  given  tii« 
option  of  taking  up  the  new  shares  at  107  per  cent,  a  figure  which,  in 
view  of  the  high  stock  exchange  quotations  for  chemical  shares,  al- 
lowed a  good  profit  on  the  transaction.  The  seven  companies  in  the 
combine  raised  their  capital  by  178,600,000  marks  to  353,400,000 
marks  [at  normal  exchange  the  German  mark  is  worth  $0,238  United 
States  gold] ,  partly  with  a  view  to  the  erection  of  new  plant  (especi- 
ally for  the  extended  production  of  nitrates)  and  partly  also  in  order 
to  water  down  their  iitock  and  check  the  rise  of  dividends. 

During  the  year  work  was  abundant  and  prices  high;  the  profits 
were  therefore  good.  But  the  profits  shown  in  the  balance  sheets  of 
the  companies  do  not  exhaust  the  whole  of  the  gains.  In  addition 
to  the  visible  profits  there  were  also  invisible  profits  in  the  form  of 
sums  partly  written  off  and  partly  put  to  rcaerve,  including  consider- 
able amounts  set  aside  for  the  war-profits  tax.  It  should  also  be  noted 
that  the  output  of  the  various  members  of  the  combine  is  not  quite 
entirely  pooled-  For  a  certain  fixed  period  the  profits  of  certain 
branches  of  their  work  do  aot  come  into  the  general  balance  sheet. 
Thus  in  the  case  of  the  Hochst  concern  the  production  of  calcium 
carbide,  nitrolin,  and  certain  products  made  therefrom,  and  in  the 
ease  of  the  Badische  Anilin  gi-oup  the  production  of  synthetbic 
amiiionia  and  the  inorganic  nitrates  made  from  it^  are  so  excluded. 
Troflts,  DlTtdenAs,  and  Snnu  Trttten  Off. 

For  the  six  companies  surveyed  by  the  Frankfurter  Zeitung 
(Hochst,  Badische  Anilin,  Bayer,  A,-G.  fur  Anilinfabrikation,  Gries- 
helm,  and  Weiler-ter-Meer)  the  gross  jprofits  for  1^17  were  194,- 
900,000  marks,  being  41,400,000  marks  in  excesa  of  those  for  1916. 
file  amounts  written  off  totaled  63,400/X)0  marks,  showing  an  increase 
of  18^00,000  marlcs  over  the  figure  for  1916.  Tlie  Frankfurter 
Zeitung  observes  that  doubtless  further  considerable  sums  must  have 
been  written  off  which  do  not  apx>ear  in  the  balance  slieets.  The 
German  chemical  works  have  always  adopted  the  policy  of  making 
ample  provision  under  this  head;  in  fact,  it  is  to  this  policy  tliat 
their  great  strength  is  due.  During  the  war  they  have  continued  ^is 
course,  taking  into  account  on  the  one  hand  the  depreciation  of  plant 
resulting  from  intensive  day  and  night  work,  and  on  tlie  other  hand 
the  uncertainty  of  tlie  future  and  the  necessity  of  assuring  a  smooth 
transition  to  peace  conditions.  The  net  profits  of  the  six  concemB 
rose  during  1917  by  14,000.000  marks  to  110,000,000  marks;  but  as 
the  capital  involved  had  been  increased,  a  lower  dividend  was 
declared  for  all  the  companies  sa^■e  one,  which  declared  the  same 
dividend  as  in  the  preceding  year.  The  average  dividend  for  1917 
was  thus  18.1 8  percent,  sis  against  24.84  percent  for  1916;  the  ■'■^■hiI 
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amount  paid  out  in  dividends   wta  63,100,000  marks,    as  against 
53j07O,O0O  marks. 

These  figures  show  that  the  chemical  concerns  have  succeeded  in 
financially  consolidating  themselves  so  thoroughly  as  to  inspii'o  con- 
fidence in  a  smooth  transition  to  peace  conditions.  This  confidence  is 
all  the  more  firmly  founded  in  view  of  the  agreement  entered  into 
between  the  chemical  works  and  the  explosives  group  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defining  their  respective  spheres  of  activity  in  tne  period  after 
the  war.  While  this  agreement  will  eliminate  competition  at  home, 
the  German  chemical  industry  will  have  to  reckon  with  the  deter- 
mined efforts  of  tlie  cliemical  industry  in  enemy  countries  to  oust 
their  German  competitors  from  the  world  markefs.  By  way  of  com- 
ment on  this  point  the  Frankfurter  Zeitung  only  expresses"  the  hope 
that  the  German  chemical  industry  may  emerge  victorious  from  the 
struggle.  

CA5AIIIAN  KEaiTLAIIOHS  TO  C0NSEA7E  WHEAT. 
[CoDBUl  ffelli  S.  8.  JolmsoD,  KlDgBtou,  Ontario,  July  ICI 

The  Canadian  Food  Board  has  issued  an  order  that  on  and  after 
July  15  no  licensed  dealer  may  legally  have  in  his  possession  for  sale 
any  wheat  or  standard  fiour  imless  be  has  also  at  all  times  a  sufficient 
stock  of  substitutes  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  customers  at  reason- 
able prices. 

Persons  at  points  east  of  but  not  including  Port  Arthur  must 
purchase  substitutes  in  the  proportion  of  not  less  than  1  pound  to  2 
pounds  of  wheat  or  standard  fiour,  while  persons  west  of  and 
mduding  Port  Arthur  must  buy  not  less  than  1  pound  of  sub- 
stitutes to  4  pounds  of  wheat  or  standard  flour.  Dealers  are  for- 
bidd«i,  on  and  after  July  15,  to  sell  flour  unless  substitutes  in  the 
proportion  stated,  or  to  a  greater  proportion,  arc  purchased. 
Each  Loaf  L(tb«l«d  "  Tietory  Bread  " — Wbeat-Flotu  SnlMtltvtei. 

On  and  after  July  15  every  baker  must  place  on  each  loaf  of  bread 
a  label  or  sticker  beanng  his  name  and  address,  and  the  words  "  Vic- 
tory bread."  The  latter  expression  will  he  a  guaranty  that  the  pre- 
scribed amount  of  substitutes  for  standard  wheat  flour  required  by 
the  Canadian  Food  Board  have  been  used  in  making  the  loaf. 
Bread  which  does  not  bear  such  label  or  sticker  may  be  seized  and 
forfeited.  The  list  of  wheat-fiour  substitutes  includes  bran,  shorts, 
com  flour,  corn  meal,  edible  cornstarch,  hominy,  corn  grits,  barley 
flour,  oat  flour,  rolled  oats,  oat  meal,  rice,  rice  fiour,  buckwlieat  flour, 
potato  flour,  tapioca  flour,  rye  flour,  nnd  rye  meal.  Potatoes  may 
also  be  used,  but  on  account  of  tlieir  high  moisture  content  4  pouncjs 
of  potatoes  must  be  taken  as  the  equivalent  of  1  pound  of  the  sub- 
stitutes required. 

The  order  makes  it  an  ofl'ense  for  any  person  to  sell  or  have  in  his 
possesBion  any  bread,  rolls,  pastry,  or  any  other  products  in  whidi 
white  or  standard  flour  is  used  which  does  not  conform  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Food  Board.  The  penalty  for  violations  of  tlie  new 
regulations  is  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $100  and  up  to  $1,000  or  im- 
prisonment for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  montlis,  or  both  fin» 
and  imprisonment. 


.Goo<^lc 
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SIAKESE  FUBCEASES  OF  FOBEIOV  DTE^ 

(Vice  ConsDl  Carl  C.  Huaeu,  Bangkok,  Ua.j  18.] 
In  tlie  fiscal  year  1907-8  Siam's  purchases  of  dyestuffs  from  for- 
eign countries  amounted  to  133,409  ticals  ($49,361).  Tliis  was  the 
first  separate  customs  entry  for  dyes  imported  through  the  port  of 
Bangkok.  During  the  following  six  years  the  average  yearly  im- 
port value  was  130,862  ticals  ($48,419). 

Siam's  aniline  and  indigo  dye  trade  was  practically  confined  to 
imports  from  Germany  during  the  pre-war  period.  Since  the  war 
began  the  German  trade  has  apparently  been  gradually  eliminated, 
yet  the  bulk  of  the  aniline  dyes  continued  to  come  from  the  European 
Continent,  either  bv  transsKipmcnt  or  direct,  Holland  being  credited 
by  the  Siamese  customs  with  78,769  ticals  ($29,045)  for  the  fiscal 
year  1916-17,  out  of  a  total  value  of  92,233  ticals  ($34,126)  from  all 
countries. 
Covntrlet  SnpplTincr  Siam  with  SyHtnffa. 

The  quantity  and  declared  value  of.the  dyestuffa  imported  into 
Siam  from  the  various  foreign  countries  during  the  three  fiscal  years 
ended  March  31,  1917,  are  given  below  (the  quantity  is  given  in 
kilos  of  2.2  pounds  and  the  value  in  ticals  of  37  cents  United  States 
currency) : 
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Principal  Colors  In  Demand.  \ 

Aniline  colors,  which  were  formerly  supplied  by  the  Grerman 
makers,  are  now  much  in  demand  in  Bangkok.  The  best  selling 
colors  are  violet,  dark  green,  magenta,  and  scarlet,  but  pink,  blue, 
light  green,  orange,  and  yellow  colors  are  also  called  for. 

The  aniline  dyes  hitherto  placed  in  the  Bangkok  market  were 
generally  put  up  in  4-ounce  tins  and  in  wrappers  indicating  the  coloc 


sic 
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of  the  dye  contained  therein.  The  labels  were  usnally  designed 
according  to  the  suggestions  of  the  importers  and  were  henceforth 
regarded  as  their  special  trade  brand.  It  has  been  customary  to 
ship  the  dyes  in  cases  without  tin  lining,  each  case  containing  400 
qaarter-pound   tins,  the   tins  being  wrapped  -separately   in   coarse 


SHEEP  BAISINO  UT  JAPAN. 


I[.  Scldtnore,  Yokohama.] 


Japan  aspires  to  achieve  its  independence  as  a  wool-producing  na- 
tion. At  present  its  supply  of  wool  is  almost  nil.  Briefly,  its  plan  is 
this: 

By  May  31  Japan  will  own  three  national  sheep  farms,  one  in 
Ibaraki  Prefecture,  near  Tokyo,  and  one  each  on  the  large  islands 
of  Hokkaido  and  Kyushu.  On  those  national  farms  400  sheep  already 
imported  from  Australia  by  the  Japanese  Government,  and  500  more 
to  be  imported  this  year,  will  be  raised  as  breeders. 

Later,  model  sheep  farms  will  bo  staiicd  in  all  parts  of  Japan 
and  good  breeders  grown  on  tliem  will  be  given  gratis  to  private 
farmers.  The  whole  sclieine  as  planned  will  require  10  years  to  work 
put,  and  following  that  period  Japan  expects  to  supply  more  and 
more  of  its  wool  requirements  until  eventusiUy  it  need  import  no  wool. 

The  Diet,  whic]i  adjourned  recently  in  Tokyo,  extended  a  credit 
sheep  fund  for  use  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 
This  Department  is  creating  a  bureau,  which  will  have  charge  of 
the  national  sheep  farms  and  all  other  phases  of  the  more-sheep 
campaign.  Seven  men  expert  in  the  production  of  wool,  with  20 
assistants  and  several  secretaries  make  up  the  personnel  of  the 
bureau. 

COHSITION  OP  TEE  BAJTK  OP  HEW  ZEALAND. 

(CoDEul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  AncUand,  Juno  28.1 

According  to  the  balance  sheet  just  given  out  for  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  its  assete  now  exceed  $200,000,000  as  compared  with  $120,- 
000,000  in  March,  1914.  This  is  the  leading  bank  in  New  Zealand 
with  ita  head  offices  at  Wellington  and  199  branches  throughout  the 
Dominion  where  deposits  are  accepted.  Its  deposits  on  March  31, 
1918.  amounted  to  $172,787,506,  with  advances  and  loans  amounting 
to  $142,675,536.  This  is  a  fair  indication  of  the  financial  conditions 
in  this  country  at  this  time. 


JAPANESE  COHHERCIAL  KUSEUH  AT  SINOAPOEE. 

[CoDinl  tienend  (ieorce  II.  SdOmorp,  Yakohama,  Japan.] 

The  Japanese  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  will 
sfaortly  establish  a  commercial  and  industrial  mnseum  in  Singapore 
tor  the  purpose  of  developing  Japan's  trade  with  the  Straits  Set- 
tlements and  otlier  places  in  the  South  Pacific  after  the  war,  accord- 
ing to  the  Japan  Gazette  of  June  19.  Kir.  M.  Kimura.  an  instruc- 
ts- of  the  Yamagiichi  Higher  Commercial  School,  will  be  appointed 
president  of  the  new  museum. 
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SHAUEB  ONIOF  SHIFKENTS  FROH  YAUBHCIA.' 

[TIce  ConBiil  Paul  D.  Thompaon,  Talcncta,  Bpaln,  Jnlj  CI 

The  1917-18  onion  export  season  for  the  Valencia  consular  district 
opened  May  20, 1917,  and  ended  May  25, 1918,  shipments  during  that 
period  totaling  1,52^,090  cases  and  1,112,029  crates,  as  compared 
■with  2,409,685  cases  and  1,135,219  crates  for  the  1916-17  season. 

The  exportation  to  the  United  Sta.tes  for  the  season  totaled  804,285 
cases  and  1,102,024  crates,  or  127,354  cases  more,  and  210,915  crates 
less  than  the  previous  season.  The  onion  exportation  to  the  United 
States  ended  abruptly  and  disastrously  about  February  1,  1918, 
with  prices  running  from  $1  to  $2.50  per  case,  according  to  condi- 
tion. The  price  received  by  the  growers  was  then  at  its  highest  point, 
about  $1  per  case,  or  $0.45  per  bushel.  Many  cases  were  frozen 
after  their  arrival  in  the  United  States  owing  to  the  intense  cold 
weather  and  were  condemned  by  the  health  authorities. 

The  result  to  the  Valencia  shippers  was  in  many  cases  a  total  loss 
of  the  prices  paid  to  the  growers,  amounting  to  thousands  of  dollars 
in  the  case  of  tlie  larger  shippers,  while  the  New  York  consignees 
also  suffered  losses.  It  is  probable  that  the  result  of  this  season 
will  put  an  end  to  the  business  of  shipping  onions  on  consignment  to 
the  United  States  until  the  return  of  normal  conditions,  as  many 
of  the  shippers  here  state  that  they  will  not  a^in  ship  to  New  York 
unless  cash  deposits  are  made  with  the  Valencia  banks. 
XnglanA  the  Principal  Karket — SbfppliiE  Slflloaltlei, 

The  exportation  to  England,  normally  the  chief  market  for  Valen- 
cia onions,  amounted  to  822,486  cases,  as  compared  with  2,072,710 
cases  for  1916-17,  or  a  decrease  of  about  60  per  cent.  Prices  in  the 
English  markets  varied  greatly  throughout  the  season,  and  this  fact, 
combined  with  very  Ingh  and  fluctuatmg  freight  rates  and  shortage 
of  tonnage,  gave  the  business  an  unusually  speculative  oha.racter. 
Freight  rates  to  England  during  this  sea^n  ranged  from  $4.50  to  $7 
per  case,  as  compared  with  $0,50  per  case  in  Septemberj  1916. 

The  Valencia  onion  trade  in  the  English  markets  this  season  may 
be  summed  np  and  explained  in  a  word — tlie  sliipping  situation. 
Many  Spanish  shipowners  were  not  disposed  to  run  the  risks  of 
navigation  to  English  ports  under  the  circumstances  prevailing  the 
past  year.  Onions  were  shipped  to  other  Spanish  ports  for  trans- 
shipment to  vessels  sailing  from  those  ports;  some  were  even  shipped 
via  Lisbon,  Twehty  per  cent  of  the  cargo  space  in  vessels  carrying 
ore  from  Cartagena  to  England  was  reserved  by  decree  of  the  Span- 
ish Government  for  fruit  and  vegetables,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  from 
other  ports,  and  Valencia  shippers  took  advantage  of  this  oppor- 
tunity. Many  shipments  were  made  by  rail  and  water  through 
Havre,  Franco,  or  by  sailing  vessels  to  Cette,  thence  by  rail  to  Havre, 
with  consitlernble  saving  in  freight  and  marine  insurance  charges, 
but  shortage  of  railway  equipment  restricted  such  shipments.  More- 
over, these  irregular  routings  could  not  be  timed  to  strike  a  favorable 
market,  which  is  always  an  important  factor  in  the  handling  of  the 
Valencia  onion  in  the  Eriglisli  markets. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  export  figures  herein  quoted  do  not 
include  shipments  by  rail  or  by  transshipment  at  other  ports,  these 
being  abnormal  and  not  recorded  in  the  available  export  statistics. 
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The  value  of  a  case  of  OAions  f.  o.  b.  Valencia  ranged  from  about 
$0.85  to  $1.50  duriDg  the  eeason. 
iMieaied  Exports  to  Vnatt  and  Norway — Stocks  o>  Hand. 

The  shipments  to  France  totaled  383,475  cases  this  season,  as  com- 
p«red  with  148,809  cases  last  season.  The  increase  of  nearly  60  per 
cent  is  due  to  greater  coosamption  in  France  under  war  conditions, 
and  has  helped  to  steady  the  market  to  some  extent. 

Shipments  to  Norway,  noted  last  season  for  the  first  time,  have  in- 
creased slightly,  in  spite  of  adverse  shipping  conditions. 

The  Valencia  onion  crop  is  estimated  to  have  been  20  per  cent 
lai^r  than  that  of  1916-17,  which  was  a  very  good  one,  and  the 
natural  result  of  restriction  of  shipments  was  that  large  quantities 
of  onions  rotted  in  the  fields  or  were  used  for  fertilizers,  and  large 
stocks  were  left  on  the  hands  of  the  growers  at  the  close  of  the  season, 
a  condition  that  naturally  discouraged  the  next  season's  planting. 
Estimates  are  that  next  season's  crop  will  be  from  50  to  60  per  cent 
less  than  this  season's. 
Destination  of  Onion  Bhlpmeats  Dnring  Past  Pive  Beasons. 

The  distribution  of  Valencia  onions  during  the  past  five  seasons, 
as  compiled  from  the  Fasa  V^lenciana,  is  shown  below.  A  case  of 
onions  is  equal  to  approximately  2.3  bushels,  and  a  crate  to  0.7 
bushel: 
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SHIPBUILSZITO  IN  AITSTEAXIA. 

{Qoward  A.  Treat,  Becietarr  to  CDHUUcrcIal  etlacht^,  Melbourne,  June  8,] 

Because  of  lack  of  certain  classes  of  shipbuilding  labor  and  the 
difficulty  in  getting  steel  plates,  the  minister  controllmg  shipbuilding 
has  decided  to  suspend  consideration  of  a  proposal  submitted  by  a 
private  firm  for  the  construction  of  composite  ships.  He  is,  how- 
ever, considering  an  offer  by  a  private  firm  in  Sycmey  for  the  con- 
sbiiction  of  six  wooden  vessels  of  2,600  tons  each. 

The  State  of  Western  Australia  has  decided  to  advance  £30,000 
to  provide  slips  and  plant  necessary  to  build  six  wooden  ships.  The 
slips  and  yanis  will  remain  the  property  of  the  State,  and  5J  per 
cent  interest  will  be  charged  on  the  £30,000  loan. 

The  question  of  building  concrete  shijis  has  also  beon  under  con- 
sideration. 
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STTHDIX  TEXTILE  ^ASE. 

[CodedI  H.  Abert  JoboaoD,  t>nnd«e.  Scotland,  Jim*  S8.I 

According  to  the  trade  press,  last  week's  business  was  considerably 
smaller  than  it  would  have  been  had  manufacturers  been  free  to 
undertake  delivery  of  all  the  goods  that  purchasers  desired  to  obtain. 
The  present  position  of  raw  material  necessitated  extreme  caution  on 
the  part  of  manufacturers,  although  matters  in  this  direction  show  a 
slight  tendency  toward  improvement.  The  entire  jute  market  shows 
a  complete  transformation  as  compared  with  all  pre-war  conditions, 
but  it  appears  to  be  regarded  as  highly  encouraging  that,  af  this 
stage  of  the  crisis,  this  miportant  textile  industry  should  be  able  to 
furnish  the  vast  supplies  so  necessary  for  war  purposes  and  at  the 
same  time  meet  to  such  a  relatively  large  extent  the  pressing  demands 
of  private  buyers. 

The  problem  of  wages  seems  to  be  getting  more  and  more  complex, 
and  all  operations  are  reaching  a  point  where  it  is  decidedly  dan- 
gerous to  enter  into  contracts  for  delivery  very  far  ahead.  It  was 
only  on  May  18  last  that  new  prices  were  fised  for  all  commodities, 
with  the  subsequent  result  of  a  material  increase  in  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction. It  now  looks  as  though  business  would  be  called  upon  to 
face  rather  a  trying  period  during  tha  coming  month  under  the  diffi- 
cult problems  created,  and  it  is  hardly  believed  that  manufacturers 
will  be  keen  to  book  new  orders  until  all  matters  are  placed  on  a 
more  definite  basis  than  at  present.  With  the  adjustments  so  far 
effected,  matters  can  move  along  for  a  little  time  without  further 
changes,  but  it  would  be  unwise  to  expect  too  much  in  this  direction. 
In  the  meantime,  spinners  are  chiefly  interested  in  replenishing  their 
stock  of  raw  material,  and  the  adjustment  of  their  scale  of  wages. 
PnrUier  Bednctlon  in  Honri  and  CDninmptiDii. 

As  regards  flax  and  tow,  spinners  have  been  approached  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  the  manner  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  meet  a 
further  reduction  in  the  hours  of  labor  to  82  hours  per  week.  The 
■  previously  sanctioned  quantity  of  raw  material  for  allocation  was 
exhausted,  and  a  halt  wns  called  in  furnishing  supplies  to  spinners 
pending  further  permission  from  the  board.  It  is  claimed  that  Irish 
rescutched  tow  is  giving  great  satisfaction,  and^  as  &  result,  orders 
are  being  placed  for  bulk  quantities.  The  position  in  regard  to  tiie 
proposed  reduction  of  consumption  may  be  noted  from  two  letters 
recently  sent  out  by  the  Scottish  subcommittee  to  spinners.  The  first 
of  these,  regarding  a  20  per  cent  reduction  on  the  February  consump- 
tion, reads : 

It  Is  very  npopRsory  that  every  spinner  should  use  a  proportion  of  hemp  and 
hemp  tow  In  order  to  conserve  ftnx  nnd  flax  tow.  SpEnners  will  require  to  re- 
duce their  consumption  of  flax  and  flax  tow  uBed  by  ahout  20  per  cent  and  nee 
hemp  and  hemp  tow  Instead,  the  basis  to  be  the  consumption  la  February,  un- 
less a  fiood  reason  can  be  shown  in  Individual  cases  for  another  date  being 
adopted.  The  committee  will  be  glad  to  know  to  what  extent  you  may  have 
already  made  arrnngenients  for  the  use  of  hemp  and  to  what  further  extent 
(even  more  than  the  20  per  cent)  you  will  be  able  to  substitute.  The  substitu- 
tion of  hemp  for  flax  wiil  be  taken  into  consideration  by  Oovernment  In  tbe 
costing  of  yarn. 

The  second  letter  related  to  further  reductions  in  the  quantity  of 
carding  flax,  flax  tow,  and  certain  grades  of  hemp  tow  used; 

Owing  to  the  prent  shortage  of  carding  flax,  flax  tow,  and  tows  off  the  re- 
stricted marks  of  hemp,  It  will  be  necessary  tQ  reduce  the  consumption  of  thesQ 
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maberiAls  by  ft  further  25  per  cent  This  meana  a  total  reduction  of  flve- 
cderenthB  from  yonr  weekly  February  consumption.  Tills  can  be  done  by  (a) 
redncing  the  size  of  yamg,  (6)  stopping  machinery,  (c)  going  further  short 
time,  or  by  Bome  combination  of  these.  Tou  will  kindly  advise  the  committee 
iHrtT  you  pnfl>ose  to  effect  this  further  25  per  cent  reiluctjon  In  consimiptlon, 
and  If  by  stoppage  of  machlDery  how  many  bands  would  be  thrown  out  of  em- 
idoymmt,  and  whether  tliese  could  be  absorbed.  Please  note  that  there  must 
be  no  iDctease  in  the  cousumption  of  line  over  eight-eleventhi<  of  the  February 

Kaw  Jnte  and  Jate  Tarna — The  Xlnea  Trade. 

In  the  matter  of  raw  jute,  a  few  isolated  sales  constituted  the  total 
of  market  transactions  during  the  past  week.  Advices  from  Cal- 
cutta were  scant,  and  from  iaformation  obtainable  it  is  difficult  to 
know  just  what  is  taking  place  in  the  Indian  market  or  to  gain  any- 
thing like  a  reasonable  idea  of  the  position  of  the  new  crop  of  raw 
material.  The  view  at  present  seems  to  indicate  that  the  new  crop 
of  fiber  may  rule  at  firmer  prices  for  some  little  time,  but  it  is  admit- 
tedly difficult  just  now  to  Know  exactly  what  to  make  of  the  raw- 
materinl  situation,  as  miittei-s  are  in  the  transition  stage.  Even  with 
the  new  season  close  at  hand,  there  still  remain  in  Calcutta  a  consid- 
erable amount  from  the  old  crop  awaiting  buyers. 

As  to  jute  yams,  a  little  more  was  sold  by  spinners  in  the  course 
of  last  week.  The  supplies  came  mainly  from  spinners  who  had 
been  holding  back  until  the  last  moment  before  selling,  and  the  chief 
btudness-  consisted  of  the  renewal  of  contracts  which  were  about  to 
esph«. 

The  linen  trade  pursues  a  somewhat  irregular  course  at  the  mo- 
ment. There  are  difficulties  to  contend  with  resulting  from  the  fiber 
<]uesti(Ni,  and  to  this  no  doubt  any  change  of  policy  is  due.  Formerly 
Iig^t  sizes  of  yarns  were  discouraged ;  now  there  is  a  disposition  to 
encourage  light  sizes — no  doubt  as  the  best  means  of  helping  out  the 
supply  question.  The  class  of  fiber  for  the  light  sizes  is,  however,  a 
point  that  spinners  may  have  some  difficulty  in  surmounting.  The 
use  of  hemp  and  hemp  tow  is  recommended  in  place  of  fiax  and  fiax 
tow,  while  a  further  reduction  in  prodncti(Hi  is  also  desired.  This  is 
a  mi4ter  at  present  under  process  of  settlement.  A  census  of  yams 
of  all  descriptions  in  the  possession  of  spinners,  manufacturers,  mer- 
chants, and  bleachers  is  about  to  be  taken. 
Tow  Tarna — Tnte  Fahrlai. 

Bayers  of  tow  yams  at  the  moment  are  endeavoring  to  take  ad- 
Tant^ie  of  the  lull  to  acquire  supplies  at  a  considerable  reduction  on 
market  values.  This,  however,  they  are  unable  to  accomplish,  and  it 
rather  looks  as  if  they  may  be  shortly  called  upon  to  pay  even  higher 
rates.  The  prices  for  hemp  and  hemp  tows  are  such  as  to  preclude 
the  sale  of  yarns  spun  from  a  mixture  of  these  fibers  and  flax  and 
flax  tow  at  t^e  values  ruling  for  pure  linen  yarns.  This  is  fully 
realized  in  official  quarters,  and  there  are  other  conditions  contribut- 
ing to  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  production.  Tlie  price  of  4-poimd 
tow  weft  is  $2.02  net.  Offers  of  $1.94  net  are  unheeded.  Tow  warp 
is  $2.10  to  $2.19  for  3J-pound  and  $2.19  to  $2.31  for  4-pound,  less  3 
per  cent 

■  The  sales  of  jute  fabrics  during  the  past  week  declined  in  activity 
to  an  extent  below  what  had  been  expected,  (.iroat  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  inducing  manufacturers  to  agree,  and  deliveries  were 
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not  easy  to  arrange,  vhile  hessians  were  available  for  purchase  6nij 
in  extremely  limited  quantities.  Manufacturers  have  oeen  stron^y 
insisting  that  grading  permita  be  provided,  and  little  interest  Eas 
been  shown  for  anything  where  there  is  any  doubt  in  regard  to  the 
grading  question.  In  the  case  of  mangled  hessians  there  has  been 
great  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  price  on  the  basis  of  10^- 
ounce  40-inch.  The  stipulation  is  laid  down  that  mangling  is  at  the 
public  calender  tariff  rate,  according  to  which  the  price  of  lOJ-ounce 
40-inch  mangled  is  17  cents.  There  has  sometimes  been  an  argument 
on  the  part  of  manufacturers  that  they  have  to  allow  for  the  loss  in 
width  m  mangling.  This  the  merchant  has  also,  however,  to  provide 
for  when  he  sells  a  specified  width  of  hessian  mangled,  which  goods 
he  may  send  into  a  public  calender  to  be  finished. 
LInolenm  Heiaiani.  '■  —  I 

There  is  no  great  amount  of  interest  attached  to  linoleum  hessians 
although  there  would  be  a  very  considerable  amount  of  activity  were* 
America  permitted  to  secure  supplies.  Domestic  purchases  consist  of 
an  occasional  lot.  As  to  the  position  of  home  users  under  the  grading 
problem  no  intimation  has  as  yet  been  made.  Prices  are  stiTl  much 
on  the  level  of  the  following  quotations,  all  per  yard,  basis  40  inches, 
cropped,  in  rolls:  lOJ  onnce,  18  cents;  10  ounce,  17J  cents;  9 J  omice, 
16}i  cents;  9J-ounce,  16^j  cents;  9-ounce,  15 JJ  cents;  8^-ouncc,  15^ 
cents. 

Manufacturers  of  all  the  heavy  fabrics  can  afford  to  select  their 
orders.  They  have  sufficient  on  their  books  to  complete  and  they 
only  add  to  the  number  when  the  order  is  suitable  or  attractive. 
Heavy  goods  are  more  difficult  to  obtain  than  hessian  fabrics,  and  as 
production  is  so  freely  disposed  of  this  removes  all  sign  of  business 
and  renders  the  heavy-goods  market  in  a  sense  devoid  of  feature. 


IHFOBTS  OF  COSX  HAIHTFACTimES  UTTO  ABOEimil'A. 

(CaDBul  GenerBl  W.  Ocnry  BoberlEoa,  Bucqoh  Aires.] 

The  customhouse  statistics  do  not  indicate  the  imports  of  corkwood, 
corks  and  cork  squares,  and  cork  shavings ;  they  only  show  the  impor- 
tations of  manufactured  products  of  cork  (corchos  ekborados), 
which  are  as  follows:  Total  imports,  1910-1914,  1,577,714  pounds,  of 
which  998,162  pounds  came  from  Spain,  320,557  pounds  from  France, 
and  124,502  pounds  from  Portugal, 

In  1913  the  importations  of  these  products  amounted  to  361,101 
pounds;  in  1914,  212,141  pounds;  and  in  1915,  243,386  pounds.  Dur- 
ing the  first  nine  months  of  1917  the  imports  of  cork  manufactures 
amounted  to  290,472  pounds.  Spain  exported  by  far  the  greatest 
amount  of  these  articles  to  this  country. 
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,  SPANISH  HfPOET  IHTTT  ON  COTTONS. 

[Conani  General  Burst,  Barcelona,  Jul;  20.1 
A  royal  order  published  July  24,  1918,  stipulates  that  inferior 
Egyptian  cottons,  commonly  knoivn  ns  "  scarto  "  and  "  afrits  "  cottons, 
as  well  as  burnt  cotton  from  any  point  or  origin  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  duty  as  India  cotton,  which  pays  37^  centimes  per  kilo.  This 
is  25  per  cent  below  basis,  which  is  50  centimes  per  kilo.  (Kilo, 
25046  pounds;  centimo,  $0.00193.)  Recent  changes  in  import  duties 
on  cotton  and  cotton  manufactures  were  published  in  Commerce  Ee- 
POffTs  for  June  12, 1918. 

CANADIAN  FLOUB  SUBSTITTTTE  O&DEK  AMENDED. 

(Consul  Felli  S.  B.  Jobneon,  Kingston.  Ontario,  Jul;  10.] 

The  Canadian  Government  has  made  the  following  order  amending 

the  regulations  enacted  June  27,  1918,  and  fixing  maximum  quantities 

of  wheat  that  can  be  employed  by  manufacturers  in  making  cereals. 

1,  No  person  shall  mnnufBCture  nny  rollml  wheat,  wheat  flakes,  wheat  meal,  or 
cracked  wheat  contalulog  more  than  80  per  cent  of  wheat:  Provided,  Iwtcfvcr, 
That  to  tuanafacturlng  any  of  tliese  products  of  the  whole  wheat  trom  which 
tite  bran  and  shorts  are  not  removed  do  substitutes  ueed  be  added. 

2.  No  person  ebatl  manufacture  any  nllmeutary  pastes  or  selt-ralslng*  flour 
contalnfDg  more  than  80  per  cent  by  welicht  of  wheat  flour. 

S.  No  person  shall  mauulacture  buckwlieat  flour  containing  more  tban  35  per 
cent  of  wheat  flour. 

4.  No  person  shall  manufacture  any  breakfast  foods  except  those  mentioned  In 
the  next  preceding  sections  containing  more  than  50  per  cent  of  wheat  or  wheat 
flour. 

5.  On  or  before  August  1,  1916,  every  person  manufacturing  an;  of  the  prod- 
ucts mentioned  in  this  order  shall  tile  with  the  Canadian  Food  Board  a  sworn 
statement  showing  the  ingredients  and  the  proportion  of  same  constituting  eaeH 
of  such  pro<1uctE  made  by  ttat^ni. 

-    &  Tills  order  shall  come  Into  effect  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1918. 

7.  (a)  Any  person  violallng  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  order  Is  guilty  of  an 
olteftse  and  shall  be  liable  on  suuunary  conviction  before  a  police  magistrate  or 
two  Justices  of  the  peace  to  a  i)ei)Hlty  not  exceeding  $1,000  and  not  less  thun 
{100  or  to  imprlHonmeut  for  a  period  not  exceeding  tlu'ee  months,  or  to  both 
fine  and  imprisonment. 

67876'- 
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3IABEET  FOB  lUCE  IK  AlfiE^U. 

[Con«uI  A.  C  lYoat,  Alglen.] 

There  is  a  market  in  Algiers  for  »bout  20,000  bags  of  100  }d\os 
each  (1  kilo  equals  2^M62  pounds).  The  Departmei^  of  Oraa  re- 
qoires  somewhat  more  and  the  Department  of  Constantine  .som»- 
Vhat  less. 

The  chief  competition  to  meet  in  this  market  is  Spanisli  rice. 
Under  normal  conditions  Algeria  has,  at  various  times,  drawn  a 

Sortion  of  its  supply  also  from  the  East  Indies,  the  Far  East,  Italy, 
^once,  and  the  United  States.    Recently  a  shipment  came  to  Algiers 
from  Korea  via  Marseille. 

It  is  believed  that  after  the  war  a  good  part  of  the  imports  will  be 
made  in  the  husk,  and  the  product  finished  in  the  country.  This  will 
be  facilitated  by  the  tariff.  Rice  is  classified  under  No.  79  of  the 
French  import  tariff,  Tlie  duty  upon  rice  in  the  husk  is  3  francs  per 
100  kilos  ($0.26  per  100  pounds) ;  oroken  rice,  6  francs  per  100  kilos 
($0.53  per  100  pounds) ;  whole  rice,  meal,  and  grits,  8  francs  per  lOO 
kilos  ($0.70  per  100  pounds)^  ■ 

■  'The  lack  of  direct  steamehip  communication  between  the  United 
States  and  tlie  North  African  coast,  and  the  usual  stipulation  of  f.  o. 
b.  American  port,  arc  factors  preventing  purchases  in  the  markets  of 
the  United  States  at  present.  Before  the  war,  local  dealers  some- 
times purchased  American  rice  on  the  fi  o.  b.  basis,  but  on  account  of 
the  present  uncertainties  of  delivery,  and  of  the  length  of  time  their 
capital  is  tied  up,  such  quotations  are  not  now  acceptable.  As  Span- 
ish and  oUier  exporters  will  grant  prices  c.  i.  f.  Algiers,  competition 
is  all  the  more  difficult.  When  normal  conditions  return,  however, 
there  is  uo  reason  wliy  American  exporters  should  not  be  able  td  do 
business  in  this  market,  provided  satisfactory  terms  are  grunted  to 
responsible  dealers,  and  transportation  facilities  are  available.    , 

I  believe  that  it  would  be  well  to  grant  an  exclusive  agency  for 
Algeria  to  a  firm  situated  at  Algiers.  The  names  of  two  firms  that 
would  act  as  agents  are  trantimitted  [tlie  addresses  of  which  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  103197]. 


EXf  OBTS  OF  R1TBBER  IBOH  ?ARA,  BBAZIL,  DTTRING  HAT. 

ICoiilnil  (Jeorr^  H.  PIrkerell,  Pam,  Juno  17,1 

Shipments  of  crude  rubber  from  Para.  Brazil,  during  May  sliowed 
n  considerable  decrease  compared  with  the  corresponding  month 
last  year.  The  e-xports  to  Emopc  during  May,  1917,  were  1,528,789 
pounds,  while  none  was  sliipped  to  Europe  during  May  of  tliis  year. 
The  exports  to  the  T'nited  States  also  show  a  decided  deci-ease,  from 
7,690,810  to  4,758,558  pounds,  or  a  decrease  of  2,937,258  pounds.  Tlio 
grades  shipped  to  the  United  States  were  as  follows:  Fine,  1,988,729 
pounds;  medium,  340,718  pounds;  coarse,  722,169  pounds;  andcaucho, 
1,695,942  pounds.  There  were  also  8,089  jMjunds  of  fine  rubber  ex- 
ported to  South  American  poitfj. 


Protect  Tour  Soldiers  with  Tour  Saringa. 
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"SEW  BBUJISWICE  FOREST  SITIIVET  RESULTS. 

[CoDsul  E.  Verne  Rtchardaon,  iloncton,  New  Branswlclc,  Cannda,  Jolj  *.] 

Besults  of  the  work  ol  surveying  and  classifying  the  crown  lands 
of  New  Brunswick  have  been  made  public  by  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  at  Ottawa.  According  to  the- publication  the  field  par- 
ties have  surveyed  and  examined  1^00,000  acres.  Of  this  the  map- 
ping and  compiling  of  371,000  acres  have  been  completed,  which 
shows  282,064  acres  of  merchantable  timber  suitable  for  logs  or 
pulp ;  6,109  acres  of  second  growth  not  yet  large  enough  for  logs  or 
pulp;  42,364  acres  of  burnt  land  on  which  there  is  sufficient  repro- 
duction to  assure  a  future  crop  of  timber;  33,794  acres  of  burnt 
land  on  which  satisfactory  reproduction  is  not  yet  established ;  4,199 
acres  of  barren,  treeless  land,  including  caribou  barren  cranberry 
bogs,  etc.,  swamp  land  not  supporting  commercial  growth;  2,570 
acres  of  cleared  or  cultivated  areas. 
BnppUet  of  Commercial  Timber. 

The  commercial  timber  on  the  282,064  acres  of  timber  land  is  esti- 
mated as  follows:  Spruce,  139,506,000  board  feet;  fir,  96,627,000 
ie&t;  pine,  19,240,000  feet;  cedar,  34,821,000  feet;  hemlock,  7,474,000 
feet;  maple,  30,034,000  feet;  birch,  97,956,000  feet;  beech,  12,838,000 
feet;  other  species,  8,366,000  feet;  total,  446,862,000  board  feet. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  583,138  cords  of  spruce  and  fir 
pulp;  60,901  cords  of  poplar  pulp;  84,346  cords  of  white  birch  spool 
wood;  giving  a  total  of  728,385  cords,  which,  assuming  that  two 
cords  will  equal  1,000  board  feet,  will  be  equivalent  to  364,192,000 
board  feet,  making  a  grand  total  of  811,054,000  board  feet  on  the 
282,064  acres  of  timbered  land.  Assuming  that  the  371,000  acres 
(oamined  is  fairly  representative  of  the  entire  area  of  7,500,000 
acres  of  crown  land,  the  total  stand  of  all  species  would  be  approxi- 
mately 16,200,000,000  board  feet,  worth  in  stumpage  at  least  $48,- 
000,000. 

A  significant  fact  noted  is  that  although  33  per  cent  of  the  timber 
stand  (five  or  six  billion  fe?t)  is  represented  by  hardwoods — maple, 
beech,  and  birch— yet  these  varieties  form  only  1^  per  cent  of  the 
annual  cut  of  the  Province.  It  is  said  that  a  great  deal  of  the  hard- 
wood is  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  flooring,  dimension  stock 
for  chairs,  turnery,  and  similar  uses. 

The  estimate  prepared  by  the  forest  survey  also  shows  large 
amounts  of  poplar, 

JAPAN'S  QOU)  ACCUHXTLATIONS. 
ICoDBul  General  Qeorge  H.  Bcldmore,  Tokobama,  Jane  0.] 

The  Japan  Chronicle  gives  the  amount  of  gold  specie  held  by  th© 
Government  and  the  Bank  of  Japan  on  May  31  last,  according  to  the 
latest  returns  issued  by  the  Finance  Department,  as  1,179,000,000  yen 
,($587442,000) ,  showing  aq  increase  of  42,000,000  yen  as  compared 
with  the  figure  for  May  16,  which  was  the  highest  on  record.  Of  the 
total,  449,000,000  yen  was  held  by  the  Government  and  730,000.000 
yen  by  the  Bank  of  Japan.  "The  sum  of  457,000,000  yen  was  held  at 
home  and  722,000,000  yen  abroad. 
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BEDUCHOV  or  WOBKUra  HOVSA  TM  TAFAXm  faotories. 

irrom  Japan  Chronicle  ol  June  20,  tr«iuinltt«a  bj  Cotvnl  Oeaerftl  Ocorse  H.  Scldmore, 
TokohBma.] 

The  factory  law  promulgated  on  Sept«inber  1,  1916,  prohibited  the 
employment  of  boys  of  uader  15  years  of  age  and  girls  and  women  for 
a  period  exceeding  12  houfs  a,  da^,  but  provided  that  iif  the  weirring 
ami  knitting  indastries  the  tirorbin^  hours  may  be  extended  up  to  14 
hours  during  the  two  years  following  the  promulgation  of  the  law. 
This  period  expires  on  September  1  next,  and  last  spring  the  em- 
ployers concerned  throughout  the  country  addressed  a  memorial  ask- 
ing for  a  revision  of  the  law  so  that  the  working  hours  for  small  boys 
and  female  operatives  can  be  extended  up  to  11  hours  for  the  next 
8  years,  and  t«  13  hours  during  the  10  years  following.  The  authori- 
ties have  decided  to  reject  the  memonal,  and  this  (Wcision  has  been 
communicated  to  local  authorities  throughout  the  country. 

From  September  1  next  the  working  time  for  boy^under  15  years 
of  age,  girls,  and  women  will  be  accordingly  reduced  from  14  to  12 
hours..  It  is  reported,  howeverj  that  factory  owners  will  again 
memorialize  the  Glovemment  asking  it  to  postpone  the  execution  of 
curtailment  of  working  hours. 
Appeal  of  Fhoaphorni-lCatiA  Hanafaoturers. 

Under  ttie  factory  law  cluldren  of  from  10  to  12  years  of  age  are 
allowed  to  be  employed  for  such  light  work  as  putting  matdt  sticks 
in  boxes,  wrapping  up  boxes,  and  pastiqg  labels  at  match  factories, 
b(lt  in  the  case  of  factories  where  phosphorus  matches  are  manuiao- 
tured  the  employment  of  such  children  is  restricted  to  the  two  years ' 
following  the  promulgation  of  the  factory  law,  their  employment 
being  prohibited  from  September  1.  Some  time  ago  phosphorus- 
match  manufacturers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kobe  and. Osakfi.  ap- 
pealed to  the  Government  to  postpone  the  execution  of  the  piolii- 
bition  for  another  two  years, 

In  this  connection  an  official  from  Tokyo  recently  inspected  the 
phosphorus-match  factories  in  Osaka  and  K<^,  and  it  is  reported 
that  the  authorities  will  reject  tlie  appeal,  Not  only  this  but  it  is 
fuiiJier  reported  that  tlie  Government  may  prohibit  the  manufacture 
of  phosphorus  matches.  For  this  proiiosal  no  particular  reason  is 
given,  though  it  is  known  tliat  the  manufacture  of  phosphorus 
matches  has  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  health  of  those  engaged  in 
tlie  operation.  Tliis  branch  of  the  match  industrj-  in  this  country 
has  been  on  tlie  decline  of  late  years,  chiefly  because  of  the  develop: 
ment  of  a  similar  industry  in  China,  which  has  been  the  principal 
buyer  of  Japanese  phosphorus  matches.  Nevertheless,  the  annual 
output  of  these  matches  in  this  country  amount  to  110,000  or  120,000 
cases  a  year,  there  being  2  factories  each  at  Shikama.  Awaji,  and 
Iwnya,  1  at  Itnmi  and  Kobe,  3  at  Amagasaki.  and  14  in  Osaka-fu. 


Special  Beporta  Prepared  by  Bureau. 
Statistics  have  recently  been  compiledby  the  Division  of  Research, 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C'omuierce,  on  the  exports  of  wQod 
from  Gennany  to  the  United  States  for  the  youva  1912  and  191S,  and 
on  the  exports  of  wheat  and  wheat  floui'rtf  Canadian  production  from 
Cuiiaila  for  thr  years  ended  Mni-ch  31, 1017  and  1918. 
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KOTOa  TEACTOSS  DT  FOBTUOAL. 

tConsnl  Ocseral  W.  L.  I^irrle,  LUbon,  June  24.] 

Last  year  28  American  agricultural  tractors  were  bought  by  the 
Portuguese  Government  (see  Cohherce  Reports  for  Nov.  5,  1917) 
for  experimental  purposes.  The  authorities  had  been  greatly  inter- 
ested by  demonstrations  of  American  tractors  imported  previously 
by  prominent  farmers — largely  through  the  efforts  and  assistance  of 
the  Lisbon  consulate  general.  Recently  a  demonstration  of  several 
machines  was  given  at  the  Government  agricultural  school  at  Queluz, 
near  Lisbon,  m  the  presence  of  the  president  of  the  Republic,  the 
secretaries  of  agriculture  and  instruction,  and  other  officials.  A 
detailed  account  of  the  exhibition  appeared  in  O  Seculo  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  from  which  the  following  extracts  have  been  taken : 

Yesterday  we  had  tbe  pleasure  of  atteDcling  some  very  luteresttng  trials. 
Tbe  agricultural  tractors  acquired  b;  the  Government  for  tests,  demoustra- 
tioDSi.and  propaganda,  and  of  which  the  special  purpose  Is  to  economize  aul- 
luala  knd  manual  liihor  In  all  farm  work,  Were  tested  yesterday  on  a  tract  of 
land. belonging  to  the  agricultural  school  at  Queluz,  cquhIui;  a  great  sennQtloa 
among  all  who  attended.  They  operate — simply  with  Uie  employment  of  one, 
two,  or  three  men,  according  to  the  type  and  Blie,  plows  tor  great  tracts  of 
land — apparatus  for  grading  land,  for  sawing  wood,  for  Blloa,  for  irrigation 
work,  for  thrashing  grain,  uud  for  haling  hay,  havlut,  therefore,  tho  double 
character  of  tractors  and  stationary  motors. 

The  program  began  with  a  parade  of  all  the  machines,  which,  ansembled, 
gave  the  Impression  of  modern  "tanks,"  some  moving  swiftly  and  others  more 
Hlowly,  there  being  at  the  wheel  of  each  a  Portngoese  chauffeur,  who  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  success  of  the  trials,  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  ma- 
jority had  handled  the  machines  confided  to  them  only  a  short  time.  Outside 
of  a  few  alight  accidents  to  the  motors,  which  were  absolutely  to  be  expected, 
ns  many  of  tliem  were  not  yet  sufficiently  regulated,  all  tbe  tractors  worked 
ttatlsfactorlly. 
BehATlor  of  Maohines  Teited. 

The  first  machine  to  be  tested,  which,  unlike,  the  rest,  was  of  small  dimen- 
sions, gave  proof  of  Its  suitability  for  certain  work  on  limited  trarts  of  land. 
The  second,  for  large  work,  required  three  persons  to  weigh  down  the  plow 
la  order  to  sufficiently  penetrate  the  earth — a  iwndltlon  that  will  naturally  be 
remedied.  This  machine  suffered  two  small  breakdowns  of  the  motor  and 
fn  the  water  tubes.  The  third,  a  regnlor  locomotive,  gave  the  Impression  of 
excessively  cutting  np  the  land,  due  to  lis  weight  and  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
wheels,  perhaps  accidentally,  remained  continually  in  the  worked  Innd,  the 
ifpeed  also  not  being  In  conformity  with  Its  powerful  aspect.  The  fourth,  after 
various  breakdowns,  gave  up  the  test.  The  fifth  was  tlie  only  one  to  use  three- 
feladed  plows,  but  succeeded  only  In  ploivlng  In  Jumps,  the  plows  often  coming 
out  of  the  earth.  The  sixth  also  had  several  breakdowns,  but  worked  some 
ntretehes  of  soil — irregularly,  however.  The  seventh  worked  with  etjiial  diffi- 
culty, also  having  several  breakdowns.  The  eighth  began  Its  work  with  great 
regularity,  tarnlng  up  ijerfect  fiirrows,  but  It  had  some  difficulty,  due  to  the 
fact  that  portions  of  the  land  which  remained  to  be  worked  bad  lieen  left  In 
bad  condition  through  the  Irregularity  Of  the  preceding  tractors.  However,  It 
attracted  the  attention  of  those  present  by  the  splendid  working  of  Its  motor. 

After  the  field  trials  of  the  tractors  the  President  and  the  Secretaries  of  Ag- 
riculture and  Instruction  attended  the  various  tests  In  tlie  work  of  utilizing 
the  tractors  as  stationary  engines,  which,  as  we  liave  said,  may  be  used  to  cut 
timber,  bale  bay,  operate  centrifugal  pumps,  thrashing,  etc.  All  this  work  was 
presided  over  by  tbe  director  of  the  school  at  Queluz,  Mr.  Acrislo  Canas  Mciides, 
assisted  by  puplla  of  tbe  school. 

The  trials  should  be  taken,  says  the  Journal  quoted,  as  a  good  sign 
of  the  beginning  of  the  development  of  motor  culture  in  Portugal. 
Several  motion-picture  iilms  were  made  during  the  afternoon. 


Goo»^lc 


406 
TTKirOirAYAK  OUTFIIT  (V  AXSTHTR  AflD  tOEER  FREOIOTTS 


(C«uiil  WllUaiB  Dmmom,  MoatATldeo,  Ja>«  14.] 

An  inquiry  has  been  received  from  the  United  States  asking  for 
information  conc^Tiing  the  rongh  unethyst  and  other  precioos  stones 
of  UmguAy.  The  foUo^ving  iiuormation,  taken  from  aballetin  pub- 
lished in  December,  1916,  by  the  Urognayan  Glec^ogical  Bureau,  may 
be  of  interest : 

Amethj-Bt  and  agates  arc  found  in  the  Deparfmentfl  of  Tacoarombd,  ArUgas, 
Salto,  ond  Pajsandfl.  Amethyfrt  oocnrs  aa  a  role  in  tike  form  of  geodcs  or  more 
or  less  ronnd  Btones  of  ordinary  sppcarance  wM<4i  are  twllow  and  contain 
emetlijat  crxstals  on  the  Inside.  Little  exact  Information  as  to  tlie  ou^nt  of 
amettifst  is  avotlabte.  In  1909,  vtilcb  was  a.  normal  fe»i,  «rport«  are  estimated 
to  Imve  been  between  13,000  and  15,000  pounds.  Practically  the  entire  ouput 
of  Todgb  dmettiTst  and  agate  was  formerly  exported  to  Germany  to  be  cat  In 
Idar  and  Oberstein.  The  value  of  rougti  aroetHyat  varies  greatly  acci»dlBg  to 
imtity  and  color.  The  bolIetlB  of  tbe  gie<^oelcal  bureau  states  tbat  it  ranges 
from  10  cent^blmoH  (ia34  cents)  to  12  peara  ($12.41)  per  Icilo  (2J2  ponnda) 
and  that  tn  very  eTceptlonal  cases  ns  high  as  40  pesos  (^1.86)  has  been  paid. 

The  European  war  compld^ly  changed  conditions  as  respects  Uie 
production  and  exportation  of  amethyst. 

The  output  has  been  very  small  and  apparently  irregular.  This 
may  not  be  due  exclusively  to  the  war.  The  director  of  the  geological 
bureau  informs  the  consulate  that  he  has  been  told  that  the  best  stones 
are  about  gone  and  that  those  remaining  are  of  second  grade  or 
poorer,  although  he  can  not  vouch  for  this  statement  from  personal 
mvestigation. 

Demand  for  Ametkyit  rollowing  War. 

The  following  interesting  statement  has  just  been  furnished  the 
consulate  by  an  expert  who  recently  settled  at  Montevideo  for 'the 
purpose  of  dealing  m  somipreciouB  stones: 

Stones  arc  to  l>e.found  In  the  Departments  of  Mlnas  and  Salto,  but  the  fluest 
^)ecimeus  come  from  Artlgas,  near  the  BrazlUao  froatler.  Fields  containing 
atones  oie  rented  by  prospectors  for  almost  nothing,  as  the  owners  are  ^ad  to 
have  Die  stones  i-enioved.  The  atones  arc  talcen  on  mulebnck  or  in  carts  to  the 
nearest  ralI\Tay  station,  shipped  from  there  tn  tiarreis  to  Salto,  and  thence  by 
river  l>oat  to  Montevideo. 

The  Department  ot  Artigas  contains  a  very  Bne  amethyst  of  a  deep  violet 
color,  which  compares  vorj  favorably  with  those  of  Auvragne  in  France  or  Oie 
Ural  district  in  Kussia.  Stones  of  this  quality  are  usually  smalL  A^ate  Is. 
found  In  abundance  and  of  a.  quality  little  known  In  Europe.  Practically  all 
colors — red,  orange,  gray,  blue,  etc. — ere  to  be  had.  Very  curious  and  l>eantltal 
quartz  la  also  found. 

There  will  prot>abiy  be  a  large  demand  fur  amethyst  Immedlatoly  after  the 
war,  inasmuch  as  its  color  makes  it  appropriate  for  mourning.  Tills  was  the 
case  after  the  Franco- Pruaeian  War.  Before  the  war  the  only  flrma  handling 
Uruguayan  stones  were  Oermau.  and  It  appears  likely  that  th^  ^vlll  eodearoc 
to  regain  the  trade  ouce  the  war  is  over. 

My  informant  [whose  address  can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices 
by  rerarring  to  file  No.  104235]  proposes  to  deal  in  tlruguayan  stones 
and  also  to  prepare  them  for  the  market. '  He  points  out  that  whereas 
the  Grcrmans  usually  sliippcd  the  rougli  stone  as  found  to  Idar  and 
Oberstein,  a  great  saving  can  be  effected  by  preliminary  cutting  at 
Stontevideo. 


D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 
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TU.in  OF  E^UUITINa  AT  WEVt  ZEALKSD  WUTTEE  FAIfiS. 

ICouinl  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnalow,  Aucklana,  June  10.] 

The  exhibit  of  British  manufactures  at  the  Hawera  winter  agri- 
cultural show  last  year  (see  Commehce  Repoets  for  Aug.  8,  1917) 
was  BO  successful  that  the  British  trade  commissioner  assigned  to  Kcw 
Zealand  has  arranged  for  a  similar  but  more  extensive  display  at  the 
Palmerston  North  show  taking  place  next  mooth.  This  exhibit  is 
being  supported  by  some  of  the  best  manufacturing  plants  in  Great 
Britain  and  by  the  business  interests  of  New  Zealand,  and  from  pres- 
ent indications  these  exhibits  are  destined  to  become  very  popular 
and  valuable. 

These  winter  shows  last  for  two  or  three  days  and  are  visited  by 
thousands  of  farmers  and  stockraisers  as  well  as  by  townspeople,  who 
so  to  study  the  exhibits  with  the  idea  of  comparing  their  worth. 
Apparently  the  fairs  are  more  effectively  conducted  here  and  more 
appreciated  than  are  the  agricultural  fairs  in  the  United  States,  and 
it  would  seem  that  American  manufacturers  might  make  much  better 
use  of  them  than  they  have  heretofore.  It  might  be  a  good  plan 
for  a  number  of  manufacturers  to  club  tc^ther  and  send  out  a  rep- 
resentative to  arrange  for  exhibitions  at  a  series  of  these  winter  shows, 
which  extend  over  a  period  of  two  or  three  months. 

nvcszASEi)  chuiak  tuase  with  vstted  states. 

[Cosmil  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaalo,  June  26-1 
The  report  of  the  superintendent  of  Chilian  customhouses,  cover- 
ing 1917,  which  has  just  been  given  to  the  public,  shows  a  i-emark- 
able  increase  in  the  importations  from  the  United  States. 

The  most  extraordinary  increase  recorded  was  in  the  importation 
of  automobiles.  The  values  represented  by  this  import  commodity 
in  Chilian  commerce  with  the  United  States  during  the  last  six 
years  have  been  as  follows:  1912,  $44,079;  1913,  $44,170;  1914, 
$123,150;  1915,  ^02,500;  1916,  $895,123;  and  1917,  $3,274,880. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  the  various  classes  of  imports  from  the 
United  States  between  1913  and  1917  is  given  below : 
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Seolared  Exports  From  Valparatio  to  the  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  Valparaiso  consulate  goi- 
eral  for  the  United  States  increased  from  $14,03S,6C4  in  1910  to 
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$29,648,441  in  1917.  The  chief  articles  showing  an  increase,  as  com- 
pared with  1916,  were :  Beans  from  203,488  pounds  to  584,993  pounds, 
and  in  value  from  $795,190  to  $3,581,310 ;  copper  bars  from  44,421^63 
pounds  to  69,017,709  pounds,  and  in  value  from  $10,801,118  to  ^,- 
105,147 ;  hides  from  2,305,114  pounds  to  2,706,609  pounds,  and  from 
$339,971  to  $642,401.  No  declared  exports  of  nitrate  of  soda  were 
reported  from  the  port  of  Valparaiso  in  1916,  while  in  1917  there  was 
i-ecorded  28,072,446  pounds  at  a  value  of  $571^34.  In  1917,  also,  a 
shipment  of  27,520,326  pounds  of  nitrate  of  soda,  valued  at  $524,447, 
went  to  Hawaii.  The  shipments  of  wocd  rose  from  3,774,308  pounds 
in  1916,  valued  at  $898,292,  to  6,935,821  pounds,  valued  at  $2,765,053. 
The  following  table  ^ves  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  this 
consulate  general  for  the  United  States  during  1916  and  1917: 
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The  articles  invoiced  at  the  ctHisular  agency  at  Caldera  for  the 
United  States  increased  from  a  value  of  $1,379,088  for  1916  to 
$3,038,666  for  1917.  These  shipments  were  made  up  principally  of 
copper  bars,  with  gold  and  silver,  and  copper  matte,  with  gold  and 
silver.  The  exports  invoiced  at  the  agency  at  Coquimbo  mcreased 
from  a  value  of  $1,869,984  for  1916  to  $3,678,489  for  1917,  the  prin- 
cipal item  being  copper  matte.  Shipments  invoiced  at  the  Taloahn- 
ano  consular  agency  increased  fi-om  a  value  of  $1,268,587  for  1916  to 
$1,377,841  for  1917.  The  principal  item  invoiced  at  this  agency  was 
wool,  amounting  to  9,269  bales  valued  at  $937,806,  compared  with 
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4^166  bales  valaed  at  $372,407  for  1916.    AnoUier  uuportant  item 
was  peas,  amounting  to  12,769  sacks,  valued  at  $141,757,  against 
4,900  sacks,  valued  at  $42,670,  for  1916. 
£xporti  from  Other  StitrlcU  In  Cltlle. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  consulate  at  Antofagasta  for  the  United 
States  increased  in  value  from  $43,506,802  for  1916  to  $76,443,861 
for  1917.  The  principal  items,  with  their  quantity  and  value,  an 
given  below,  according  to  Bgures  transmitted  by  Consul  ThcMnaa 
W.  Voetter; 
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The  foments  of  nitrate  of  soda  as  invoiced  at  the  Antofagasta 
consulate  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands  decreased  from  41,^0,020  pountiB 
valued  at  $762,687  for  1916  to  14,542,075  pounds  valued  at  $311,- 
776  for  1917. 

The  returns  of  the  consular  ngency  at  Iquique  nlso  show  in- 
creased exports  to  the  United  States,  being  valued  at  $41,742,884 
for  1917  compared  with  $23,626,847  for  1916.  These  totals  wew 
made  up  principally  of  nitrate  of  soda  valued  iit  $40,864,837  com- 
pared with  $20,853,111  for  1916.  Another  important  item  was  iodine, 
amounting  to  831,168  pounds  valued  at  $749,935  compared  with 
1,053,676  pounds  valued  at  $2^,029  for  1916. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  Punta  Arenas  consulate  for  the  Uinted 
States,  according  to  figures  transmitted  by  Consul  Jolui  R.  Bradley, 
increased  in  value  from  ^,752,092  for  1916  to  $8,623,825  for  1917. 
These  were  made  up  principally  of  wool  and-  sheepskins. 

SPECIAI  SAFE  DEPOSIT  SYSTEM  IN  NEW  ZEALAMB. 

tConsul  GcnciBl  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  AuckluBd.] 

The  Post  Office  Department  lias  arranged  for  a  special  safe-deport 
Iiystem  whereby  the  public  can  ai'range  for  the  deposit  of  sealed  pack- 
ages not  exceeding  11  inches  in  length,  containing  valuable  doca- 
inents,  such  as  wills,  insurance  policies,  debentures,  deeds,  etc.,  in  25 
of  the  principal  post  offices  of  the  Dominion.  The  charge  for  this 
service  varies  from  5s.  ($1.23)  to  £1  ($4.87)  per  annum  according  to 
the  sizes  of  the  packages  deposited.  Applications  for  the  deposit  of 
packets  may  be  made  at  any  money-order  office  in  chaise  of  a  perma- 
nent (^oial,  when  the  packets  wdl  be  forwai-ded  to  the  offices  pre- 
pared to  accept  safe-deposit  packages.  ■ 
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OFEBATIKO  SESULTS  OF  BIBlIINOHAlf '8  PUBLIC  UTULITIES. 

[Consul  E.  Ilaldeman  DcDaleon,  Birmingham,  HDglaiid,  Jul;  1.] 

The  various  municipal  departments  of  Birmingham  have  presemted 
their  annual  reports  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1918,  moet  of 
which  show  very  satisfactory  results. 

The  consumption  of  gas  for  the  year  under  review  was  12,006,- 
700,000  cubic  feet,  an  increase  of  tj  per  cent  over  the  preceding  year 
and  over  25  per  cent  compared  with  the  year  just  preceding  the  war. 
The  increase  was  principally  due  to  gas  wsed  for  manufacturing 
purposes.  The  result  of  the  year's  trading  was  a  gross  profit  of 
$8,566,860  and  a  net  balance  to  the  borough  fund  of  $149,678,  com- 
pared with  $8,082,808  and  $129,687,  respectively,  in  the  preceding 
year.  The  net  profits  would  have  been  considerably  higher  had  it 
not  been  for  increased  wages,  which  amoUQt«d  to  $579,114  more  than 
the  previous  year, 
Batumi  from  Electric  XlB:litliiK> 

The  electric  supply  ccnnmittee  reports  that  after  providing  all 
capital  charges,  which  absorb  $836,863,  and  setting  aside  the  net 
calculated  profit  on  the  plan  supplied  under  agreement  with  the  Min- 
istry of  Munitions,  there  remains  a  balance  of  $315,169.  Of  this  sum, 
the  committee  has  carried  $192,227  to  renewals  and  special-expendi- 
ture account,  leaving  a  surplus  of  $122,942,  which  it  is  proposed  -to 
pay  to  the  credit  of  the  borough  rate.  The  4]uantity  of  electrical 
energy  sold  during  the  year  was  160,275,400  units,  the  gross  revenue 
arising  therefrom  being  $4,148,954,  as  compared  wit£  149,724,637 
units  and  $3,493,325  in  the  previous  year.  The  increase  of  10,550,763 
units  was  almost  entirely  confined.to  nigh-tension  supplies,  and  works 
OBt  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent,  and  the  increase  of  the  gross  revenue  of 
$655,626  is  at  the  rate  of  18.8  per  cent.  The  costs  of  production  show 
substantial  increases  under  practically  every  head  of  expenditure. 
Water  DepartmeBt  Dellalt. 

The  water  rates  and  charges  of  the  water  committee  show  an  in- 
crease of  $194,300,  or  9,62  per  cent.  The  total  includes  the  increase 
yielded  by  the  revised  scale  of  charges  for  nine  months,  the  amount 
of  which  is  estimated  at  $167,227.  Excluding  this  amount  from  the 
total,  and  also  the  figures  for  the  bulk  supply  to  Coventry,  the  per- 
centage of  increase  due  to  normal  gi-owtli  is  1.6  per  cent,  against  a 
net  increase  of  2.13  per  cent  for  the  previous  year.  The  revenue  ac- 
count shows  a  gross  profit  of  $1,458,324,  an  increase  of  $73,084.  The 
increase  in  the  capital  charge  is  $91,772.  The  balance  of  the  jear's 
working  shows  a  deficiency  of  $291,176,  as  against  $272,490  in  the 
preceding  year.  Adding  to  the  balance  brought  forward,  the  total 
to  be  provided  is  $299,527.  There  was  received  from  the  rates 
$267,658,  so  that  an  adverse  balance  remains  to  be  carried  forward  of 
$31,869. 
The  Tramway  Syitem. 

The  report  of  the  tramway  department  shows  that  after  paying  all 
operating  expenses  and  interest  and  sinking-fund  charges  there  re- 
mains a  credit  balance  of  $494,918.  Of  this  sum  $310,960  has  been 
carried  to  the  reserve  fund,  $62,296  to  the  motor  bus  suspense  account, 
and  the  surplus,  $121,662,  to  the  credit  of  the  borough  fund.    Xllft 
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traffic  receipts  for  tlie  frrat  time  in  the  history  of  the  undertaking  has 
exceeded  $5,000,000.  The  number  of  pasen^rs  carried  b;  tike  tram- 
vajB  -was  198,402,908  and  by  the  omnibuses  764^93.  The  receipts 
fewn  the  tramways  amounted  to  $4,790,032;  from  the  omnibuses, 
$376,461 ;  and  from  special  omnibuses  for  munition  workers,  $102,722^ 
making  a  total  of  $5469^15. 

[Blntdafliini,  Jal;  3,] 
SarthMT  laeVMM  la  Cbaiict  f»T  BlmlxghftB  Ou  aad  Ueotiiol^. 

Owing  to  the  latest  increase  in  the  price  of  coal,  amounting  to 
2a  6d.  ($0.60)  per  Km,  both  the  gas  and  electrical  departments  of 
the  Birmingliam  mnnicipality  have  bow  obliged  to  again  increase 
the  ch&t^es  for  gas  and  electrical  carrent.  As  regards  gas,  an  in- 
crease of  8  CMita  per  1,000  cubic  feet  hAs  been  approved.  The  scale  of 
prices  f(v  lighting  and  domestic  purpoees  wUl  now  vary  from  3s. 

($0.72)  lot  qaanities  up  to  and  incmding  100,000  cubic  feet  to  2a.  8d. 

($0.64)  for  qoaaUties  in  excess  of  2,000,000  cubic  feet,  while  ttr^ 
manoiactugiBg  and  motive  power  2b.  9d.  -  ($0.66)  wilt  be  chargt^d  for 

Juantities  up  to  and  including  1,000,000  cubic  feet  and  2s.  8d.  ($0.64) 
or  i|iuuitities  in  excesB  of  this  figure.  All  charges  are  subject  to  a 
discovmt  of  S^ier  cent.  The  faigh^  price  adopted,  niunely,  3s.  ($0.72) 
per  l^KIO  cnbic  feet,  is  an  increase  of  56  per  cent  <»t  the  pre-war  price, 
and  the  highest  price  charged  since  the  year  1880, 

Consumers  of  high-tension  electrical  energy  are  already  supplied 
under  an  agreement  which  provides  for  the  adjustment  of  charges 
ariflng  from  fluctnations  in  the  price  of  coaL  The  same  applies  to 
the  traction  supply  to  tJie  tramways  department.  With  r^ard  to 
low-tdnnoD  consumers,  the  charges  can  be  varied  as  occasion  arises. 
F4H-  4bis  cIasb  of  consumer  an  advance  of  &  per  cent  has  been  added 
to  eiAsting  prices. 

TBABE  OF  BBimH  DRIIA  FOB  TWELVE  HOHTHB. 

Preliminary  figures  published  by  the  Indian  Department  of  Statis- 
tics give  the  value  of  the  sea-b<Hiie  comm^ce  of  British  India  (ex- 
clusive of  treasure  and  Government  stores)  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
March  31,  1918,  at  $1,209,522,894,  compared  with  $1,266,940,559  in 
1916-17  and  $1,068,567,924  in  1916-16.  These  totals  are  made  up  of 
imports,  exports,  and  reexports  of  private  merchandise  in  the  fol- 
lowing amounts: 
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On  merchandise  account  there  was  a  balance  of  trade  amounting  to 
$2M^6,46e  in  favor  of  British  India  in  1917-18,  against  a  favorable 
balance  of  $296,099,825  in  1916-17  and  $212,1&9,854  in  1915-16. 
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BECOSD  TDT  IHFORTS. 

Statistics  just  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foragn  and  DomMtic 
Commerce  show  that  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30  last,  was  a  record 
one  so  far  as  our  imports  of  tin  are  concerned.  The  total  imports  of 
metallic  tin  were  69,731  long  tons  as  compared  with  67,529  tons  in 
the  fiscal  year  1916— the  previous  high-record  year  and  44,722  long 
tons  in  the  fiscal  year  1914 — the  last  pre-war  year.  Interesting  to 
note  is  the  fact  that  while  in  1914  our  importations  of  tin  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  from  the  Straits  Settlements  formed  90  per 
cent  of  the  total,  in  1918  they  amounted  to  only  56  per  cent  of  the 
total.  The  loss  was  compensated  for  by  heavier  snipments  from 
Bolivia,  China,  Australia,  and  the  Dutch  East  Indies. 

The  growth  of  our  infant  tin-smelting  industry  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  approximately  13  per  cent  of  our  1918  imports  came  to  us 
in  the  form  of  ores,  mostly  from  Bolivia.  A  comparison  of  the 
figures  for  the  last  six  months  of  the  fiscal  year,  as  compared  witli 
the  first  six  months,  shows  a  surprising  decrease  in  shipments  from 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  with  increases  from 
the  Straits  Settlements  Hongkong,  China,  South  America,  and  Aus- 
tralia, This  shift  is  reflected  in  the  June  figures  which  show  the 
United  Kingdom  in  third  place  with  the  Straits  Settlements  and 
Hongkong  leading  in  the  order  named,  and  Bolivia  in  fourth  place. 

UALAOA  S£D  OXIDIS. 

[CoDial  LODls  a.  Dreffoa,  jr.,  Haligs,  Spain,  Jtin«  20.] 

One  of  the  industries  which  has  greatly  developed  in  the  Malaga 
consular  district  since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  is  that  of 
manufacturing  red  oxide  of  iron  for  export.  This  product  is  used 
for  making  metal  paint,  especially  for  ship  bottoms;  it  also  serves 
extensively  as  a  coloring  material  for  paper,  rubber,  tiles,  etc.  In 
l-ecent  years  the  red  oxide  of  iron  has  been  substituted  to  a  great  ex- 
tent for  red  lead,  which  is  much  more  expensive;  and,  besides,  in- 
jurious to  the  health  of  the  users.  The  hematite  ores  are  found  in 
this  consular  district  in  the  Province  of  Jaen,  about  100  miles  north- 
east of  Malaga,  and  also  at  Salinas  in  the  ProAinoe  of  Malaga.  ' 
XannlactnrlnB:  Prooesi, 

A  careful  selection  of  the  crude  ore  is  required;  and,  although 
there  are  many  different  processes  for  its  elaboration,  the  old-fam- 
ioned  system  of  levigation  appears  to  give  the  best  results.  The 
crude  ore  is  thoroughly  ground ;  the  impurities  in  the  ore  are  washed 
out  as  the  ore  runs  through  a  series  of  tanks  or  basins,  and  only 
the  very  finest  particles  that  remain  in  suspension  in  the  water  reach 
the  last  tank  where  they  are  allowed  to  settle.  The  water  is  slowly 
drained  off  the  washed  oxide,  which  is  then  passed  through  filters 
and  placed  in  the  sun  for  a  day  or  two  to  dry.  In  order  to  complete 
the  drying,  artificial  heat  is  resorted  to.  The  resulting  filter  cake  is 
then  disintegrated,  producing  the  impalpable  powder  of  intense 
power  for  coloring — which  is  the  levigated  red  oxide.  The  red 
oxide  is  usually  packed  in  barrels  containing  about  800  kilos  (660 
pounds)  net. 

Some  of  the  oxide  shipped  from  Malaga  is  dry  ground  (i.  e.,  milled 
exactly  as  it  comes  from  the  mine  without  any  washing)  or  passed 


through  txibe  or  ball  mills.  '  AitiiOacfa^r^Mibly  not  as  economical, 
the  liquid  process  is  said  to  give  the  best  results. 

There  are  three  factories  in  Malaga  and  one  in  Jaen  for  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  oxides  for  export  This  industry  was  founded  in 
Hala»  at  about  the  b^inning  of  the  twentieth  century.  However, 
it  w5  rdatively  unimportant  ontil  the  ootbreak  of  the  European 
war,  wheo  exports  from  the  islands  of  the  Persian  Gulf  no  longer 
could  be  made. 
Ezp«rtB  to  United  Statei. 

The  exports  from  MiLlaga  then  increased  comddei'ably  until  about 
5^63S  tons  of  levigated  oxide  of  iron  were  exported  in  1916  tad 
6,055  tons  in  1917,  TTic  reds  exported  from  the  Persian  Gulf  were 
io  the  crude  Btate.  Conuderable  crude  ore  is  also  exported  from 
UaUga,  but  bv  far  the  largestpart  is  shipped  in  the  manufactured 
sfarte  to  save  ^pping  space.  Tbe  following  table  of  exports  of  red 
oxides,  both  cnide  and  manufactured,  to  me  United  States,  which' 
has  rtow  beoofne  the  principal  consumer,  indicates  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  industry  sinoe  1901,  when  the  first  sdiipment  was  made : 
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Ferric- Oxide  Conteat. 

Tlifi  analysis  of  the  oxide,  and  owre  aspeciallv  tht;  ferric-oxide 
(Fe^^)  content.,  althou^  insisted  oa  by  maoy  buyers,  would  not. 
a|)pear  to  have  any  direct  relation  to  the  coloring  power  of  the 
pigment.  The  Persian  Gulf  oxidee  (for  instance),  which  have  a. 
more  beautiful  color  and  stronger  staining  power  than  Spanish 
oxides,  are  much  lower  in  ferric-oxide  ctmtent.  The  value  of  an 
analysis  consists  probably  in  the  proof  that  the  oxide  has  not  been 
adulterated  in  the  course  of  levigation.  Also,  the  higher  the  per- 
centage of  iron  the  greater  is  the  value  of  the  oxide  aa  a  preservative 
againet  rust.  The  higher-grade  Spanish  oxides  analyze  from  85  to 
90  per  cent  Fe^Og,  but  some  of  equally  strong  sustainmg  power  con- 
tain about  SO  per  cent 

{A  list  of  manufactorers  of  levigated  oxides  in  tbe  Malaga  consular  dis- 
trict mnr  be  had,  upon  request,  from  the  Bncean  of  Foreign  and  Domestie 
Commerce  or  Its  district  and  wx^jerative  offices.] 


aOTERHKEHT  FITBIIC&TIOira  FOB  SALE. 

Tlic  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  superintend^it  of  documents  at  Washington  during  tbe 
week  ended  JiUy  27 : 

The  Flash  Point  of  OiU,  UethoOvand  ApptraOia  for  II*  DeleminAtion  (MInei 
Bureau  Tectanical  l?apef  49,  reprint) . — Ooths  flash  point,  the  Are  hazard,  factory 
to  be  considered  In  determining  the  flash  point,  aunnnary  of  results,  etc.  Price, 
10  cents. 

Interalatc  Commer<x  Decitiorts,  hoflnd  volume  No.  4«.    Price,  51.W.  . 
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IHPOBTAirCE  OF  JAFAHESE  COPFSS  DTDUSTBT. 

(Consul  Robert  Frazer,  Jr.,  KDb«,  June  IS.I 

The  refining  and  manufacturing  of  copper  forms  the  most  im- 
portant native  metal  indus^  in  Japan,  the  exportation  alone  amount- 
ing to  about  100,000,000  yen  ($49,800,000)  per  year.  The  classes  of 
copper  articles  exported  and  imported  lor  ldl7  are  given  in  the 
following  table : 


A«d«. 

EiporU. 

Imp^t. 

a,m.is2 

tl.W.ttS 

is,m,vi 

1,973,  an 

The  ingots  and  slabs  are  imported  from  Korea,  which,  while  a 

?art  of  the  Japanese  Empire,  has  a  separate  customs  administration, 
'he  waste  or  old  copper  consists  principally  of  copper  coins  im- 
Sorted  from  China.  Submarine  cables,  chiefly  imported  from  Great 
Britain,  constitute  the  greatest  part  of  the  insulated  electric  wire 
imported.  The  remainmg  imports,  therefore,  classified  under  the 
heading  of  "  other,"  do  not  amoimt  to  more  than  i^0,000  per  year, 
and  consist  of  small  shipments  of  extra  high  grade  wires,  tubes,  and 
miscellaneous  articles.  It  can  be  readily  seen  that  there  is  not  a  large 
market  in  Japan  for  American  copper  manufactures. 

At  present,  owing  to  the  decreased  orders  from  Russia  and  the 
fact  that  the  United  States  and  many  of  the  allied  countries  have  set 
a  price  on  copper  below  that  at  which  the  Japanese  producers  are 
willing  or  able  to  sell,  there  are  large  stocks  of  copper  on  hand.  The 
present  price  in  Japan  is  around  63  yen  per  100  Kin,  which  comes  to 
about  $23.60  per  100  pounds. 


HEW  EDITION  OF  COAST  FUOT  YOLUUE. 

A  new  edition  of  the  United  States  Coast  Pilot,  Atlantic  Coast, 
Section  B,  for  the  coast  and  interior  waters  from  Race  Point,  Cape 
Cod,  to  Sandy  Hook,  N.  J.,  including  Nantucket  Sound,  Vineyard 
Sound,  Buzzards  Bay,  Narragansett  Bay,  Long  Island  Sound  and 
tributaries,  and  New  York  Harbor  and  tributaries,  has  just  been 
issued  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  Department 
of  Commerce. 

This  volume,  which  replaces  a  part  of  Coast  Pilot,  Part  III,  and 
all  of  Coast  Pilot,  Part  IV,  has  been  revised  and  brought  up  to  date 
from  new  data  collected  in  1917. 

This  volume  is  intended  for  the  use  of  vessels  of  all  classes,  but  its 
scope  has  been  considerably  extended  by  the  introduction  of  informa- 
tion for  the  use  of  small  craft  and  m»tOT  boats. 

The  price  of  the  Coast  Pilot  is  SO  cents,  and  it  can  be  onjered 
direct  from  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C,  or 
from  any  of  the  agents  of  thi»  bureau. 
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EZTBAcrraa  XAJW.  arm.  on  ih  bxw  Zealand. 

ICoiUD]  Gcncntl  AlCred  A.  Wliulow,  Aucklaod,  June  2D.] 

The  process  of  ©xtractiiiK  crude  oil  together  with  the  bv-products, 
acetic  acid,  ammonia,  pitch,  and  gum  spirit,  from  kaun  peat  gum' 
swamps,  is  progressing  in  New  ^aland,  and  according  to  reports 
Giari  seems  to  he  an  almost  unlimited  source  of  supply,  since  it  is 
reported  one  company  hae  the  rights  covering  40,000  acres  of  these 
old  swamp  lands,  and  this  is  only  a  small  portion  of  the  total  ^eld.   ' 

It  is  stated  the  yield  of  crude  oil  ranges  from  70  gallons  per  ton 
from  the  gum  dirt  to  168  gallons  per  ton  from  gummy  timber.  As 
yet  no  large  quantities  of  the  crude  oil  have  l^n  refined,  and  its 
actual  commercial  value  has  not  beui  definitehr  established,  but  it  is 
estimated  that  the  business  may  become  a  profitable  industry. 


aHAIK  STORAGE  FACIUTIES  3  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

[CoBtnl  Ocoeral  J.  1.  Brtttalii,  SrdDe;,  Aiutralli.  Jodc  21.] 
The  construction  of  facilities  for  grain  storage  in  New  Soutii  Wales 
is  progressing  more  rapidly  tUan  elsewhere  in  the  Commonwealth. 
The  wheat-storage  committee  last  December  authorized  the  accept- 
ance of  tenders  for  three  groups  of  silos  with  a  total  capacity  oi 
11,100,000  bu^els,  the  contract  price,  including  machinery,  to  be 
$2,427,050.  It  is  anticipated  tliat  the  storage  for  at  least  7,000,000 
bushes  will  be  ready  for  the  next  wheat  harvest.  It  is  now  found 
necessary  to  extend  the  storage  capacity  provided  in  the  contract  for 
New  SoutJi  Wales  ^los  to  the  extent  of  2,100,000  bushels.  Tliis 
extension  will  cost  about  $389,320  additional.  There  has  already 
been  let  four  terminal  elevators  at  Glebe  Island,  with  a  capacity  of 
3,000ij000  bushels. 

-   DBIEO  WTT.K  FSODUCTIOH  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winilow.  Ancldand,  June  28.) 

Great  interest  has  been  manifested  of  late  in  the  dried-milk  indus- 
try in  New  Zealand,  and  several  plants  have  been  established,  with 
many  more  under  construction.  It  is  claimed  that  it  is  very  much 
more  profitable  than  either  butter  or  cliecse  making,  and  that  it  will 
be  possible  to  realize  from  73  bo  85  cents  per  pound  for  butter  fat,  or 
about  double  the  price  that  has  been  paid  hei"e  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years.  Tlie  dairy  people  of  fhreo  factories  south  of  Auckland 
have  sent  representatives  to  the  United  Stat*.'^!  to  sfiidy  conditions 
and  arrange  for  the  necessury  machinery,  with  the  result  that  the 
dairying  interests  here  are  becoming  very  enthusiastic  over  the 
matter. 
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F0B£I6H  TRADE  OPPORTUJilTUfS. 

BsBerrcd  addrcsaSB  ma;  b«  obtktoed  troin  th»  Barcan  and  Ita  diafriet  asd  e«»pci«« 
tire  oScea.  Bcqueirt  lot  Mcb  opportaoit;  ibould  b<  on  a  witiate  abect  aoQ  atats 
opportnnltr  namber.  The  Bareaa  idea  not  furnish  credit  ratla«a  or  aoBaiDe 
rrspaDBlblllt;  aa  to  the  atandlng  or  foreign  Inquirers;  the  uanal  preoatlona  rtould  bo 
takoD  to  all  casfa.  Sf  mbola :  *  Reported  b;  American  eonanlar  oflccra ;  t  Keported  b; 
commercial  attach^  and  commerFlal  acenta;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  bf  tbe  Bntean. 
1b  coaalderlnv  the  folloiTlDK  "  opvortnaltlca  >>  apeclsl  r«K«rd  akoald  ke 

liad  to  tkc  lawB  aad  resobttlona  sorernlnK  export  llceBaea  •>«  tradlBC 

Agricultural  mBchlnerj 27240 

Automolilte  parts  and  atceworlcB 272S0 

Boot  aadahoemateilala 2T2n6 

ButtouB 27203 

Cord  (or  binders 27260 

Fool«™r.._ 27255 

Hoslerr 27253,  27255 

27248.* — The  authorities  of  a  State  In  Braiil  wish  to  purcliase  a  complete 
refrlKenition  plaat  for  tbe  conservation  of  cheese,  butter,  milk,  eggs, 
fruits,  vegetablefl,  meat,  fowls,  bams,  salt  meat,  tongues,  etc,  the  bolldlng 
to  be  10  by  45  meters.  The  estimated  minimum  requirements  Is'  2,500 
cubic  meters,  hut  the  plan  slwnld  be  made  for  at  least  double  that  amoimt 
to  taJie  care  of  the  increased  business.  Qnotationa  should  be  mode  t.  o.  b. 
New  York.  Payment  will  be  made  by  cash  against  bill  of  ladtag  tn 
New  York. 

27249.1 — An  agency  is  desired  by  a  firm  In  Denmark  for  the  sale  of  aericnltural 
machinery,  technical  Instruments,  and  electro- technical  appliances.  Quo- 
tations should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  The  firm  has  an  agent  In  the 
United  States  with  whom  Interested  may  correspond,  The  firm  will  fumlsh 
references  if  desired. 

27250.* — A  man  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale 
of  automobile  parts  and  accessories.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 
References. 

27251." — An  agricultural  syndicate  In  France  desires  to  purehase  cortl  for 
binders.    Samples  shouhl  l>e  submitted.    Cash  will  be  paid.    CorrespooAence 

should  be  In  French,    Heferences. 

27252.* — An  acency  is  desired  by  an  American  bnsiness  man  in  New  Zealand 
for  the  sale  of  photographic  supplies,  such  aa  plates,  paper,  and  chemicals. 
Quotations  should  be  made  t.  o.  b.  steamer  New  York  or  San  Franeisco. 
Payment  will  be  made  by  cash  In  advance  or  sight  draft,  blU  of  lading 
attached.     Reference, 

27253,* — A  man  in  France  desires  to  represent  American  maniifncturCTs  and 
exporters  of  cotton  hosiery  for  women,  perfumes,  and  cosmetics,  all  to  t)e 
of  very  good  quality.  Has  established  business  and  publishes  a  trade 
Journal  dealing  with  women's  furnishings,  in  which  he  slates  that  he  would 
be  willing  to  advertise  lines  of  American  goods  which  he  may  represent. 
Correspondence  should  be  In  French,    Reference. 

27254.* — An  agency  is  desired  by  a  company  In  Spain  for  the  sale  of  leather 
for  book  blniling.  Credit  terms  of  from  60  to  90  days  are  preferred.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  EngllGh.     Keferences, 

27255.1 — A  man  In  Australia  desires  to  secure  an  agency  tor  the  sale  of  soft 
goods,  especially  linen  and  cotton  piece  goods,  hosiery,  buttons  and  foot- 
wear, sewing  cotton,  thread,  and  silk.  Quotations  may  be  made  f.  o.  b. 
Pacific  ports.  Payment  will  be  made  by  bank  drafts  drawn  against  pur- 
chaser.    Beferences. 

27256.* — A  man  in  Spain  would  like  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  all 
kinds  of  goods  used  in  the  manufactun  of  boots  and  shoes.    Payment  will 

•  be  made  upon  receipt  of  goods.  (>)rrespondence  should  be  In  Spanish  or 
French.     References. 
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SIX  HOKTHS'  EXPOBTS  fBOK  BKAIIOIU)  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

IConsul  Auguslua  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Jul;  11.] 

The  total  value  of  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from 
the  Bradford  consular  district  in  June,  1918,  was  $737,091,  against 
$1,692,413  in  June,  1917.  A  total  cessation  of  the  shipments  of  raw 
wool  and  a  marked  falling  off  in  the  exports  of  all  manufactured 
goods,  particularly  cotton  cloths,  were  the  causes  of  this  decline. 

For  tiie  six  months  ended  June  30,  1918,  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  from  Bradford  amounted  to  $3,857,221,  as  compared  with 
$8,810,313  for  the  same  period  of  1917.  The  following  table  shows 
the  .values  and  quantities  of  the  items  for  the  two  periods: 


six  montlis  cndloE  June  30- 
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1917 

1918 

QuanUtles. 

Values. 
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al8  COMMEKCE  REFOKTS. 

CASADUS  FREiaHT  BATES  XNCaEASEB. 

[Consul  Folli  S.  B.  JabDBOQ,  Kingston,  Ontario.  Jul;  :;2,1 

The  Canadian  Eailroad  Board  has  granted  Canadian  railways 
permission  to  increase  their  commodity  rates  from  Eastern  Canada 
on  transcontioental  trafEc  on  a  par  ^vitli  tlie  rates  now  in  effect  in 
the  United  States.  The  order  states  that  whereas  the  westbound 
transcontinental  freight  rates  on  specific  commodities  from  Eastern 
Canada  to  destinations  in  British  Columbia,  recognized  as  Pacific 
coast  terminals,  have  been  in  the  past  and  are  now  lower  than  the 
regular  scale  or  rates  under  the  Canadian  freight  classification,  and 
the  said  Commodity  rates  were  definitely  related  to  the  rates  on  same 
or  similar  commodities  shipped  from  the  Eastern  States  of  the 
Union  to  Pacific  coast  points,  including  those  in  British  Columbia, 
until  March  15,  1918,  when  the  last-mentioned  rates  were  increased 
without  corresponding  increases  from  Eastern  Canada;  and  whereas, 
the  Director  General  of  the  United  States  Railroad  Administration 
has  ordered  the  United  States  carriei-s  to  increase  tlie  rates  which 
were  in  effect  from  the  Eastern  States  immediately  before  June  25, 
1918,  by  25  per  cent,  effective  from  that  date,  and  because  of  the 
competitive  character  of  the  traffic  it  is  expedient  to  continue  at 
least  the  equilibrium  existing  before  March  15, 1918. 

It  is  ordered  that  the  railway  companies  in  Canada  engaged  in 
the  westbound  transcontinental  Iraffic  arc  permitted  to  increase  the 
present  so-called  commodity  ratt's  froBi  Eastern  Canada  so  as  to 
place  them  on  at  least  an  equality  with  the  rates  now  in  effect  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  rates  so  inci'eased  be  iiermitted  to  become 
effective  on  August  1,  1918,  upon  not  less  than  five  days'  notice  to 
the  railroad  board  and  to  the  shipping  public  by  filina;  mul  posting 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  railwayact. 


MEETINO  OF  LOBSTER  FISHERMEN  OF  YARMOUTH  DISTRICT. 

[Consul  Jubc  J.  C.  W^ilKOu,  YnrmouHi,  Novii  Krotiu,  I'anmla,  Jul.v  1!>.  | 

Last  April  the  Canadian  Fislieries  Department  iinnoiuicoil  tiiat  no 
lobsters  under  9  inches  in  length  would  lie  alloweil  to  be  {■aught  in 
Nova  Scotia  waters  west  of  Halifax  after  Doctmber  15, 191S,  unless  in 
the  meantime  cause  could  be  shown  why  this  regulation  sliould  be 
modified.  Owing  to  proleais  against  the  proposed  rgunhition,  the  de- 
partment decided  to  call  a  coriference  of  alt  those  interested  in  the 
lobster  industry  on  August  8, 1918,  to  be  held  at  Halifiix,  Nova  Scotia, 
I.rf)bster  fishing  is  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  this  consular 
district,  and  naturally  this  announcement  of  the  fisheries  department 
aroused  much  intei^esit  here.  A  mass  meeting  of  lobster  nshermen 
and  canncre  was  held  at  Yarmouth  on  July  10.  1918,  for  the  purpose 
of  appointing'delegates  to  the  Halifax  conference  and  to  decide  what 
stand  they  should  tal;e  on  this  question.  After  a  lengthy  discussion, 
it  was  resolved  to  aslt  the  department  for  a  continuation  of  the  present 
season  (which  is  December  15  to  May  SU,  inclusive)  with  pcrmi^ion 
to  catch  all  sizes  of  lobster.=,  or  if  the  department  would  not  agree 
to  this,  that  tlie  season  bo  from  March  1  to  June  15,  inclusive. 


Protect  Your  Soldiers  with  Your  Savings. 

Gooqfc 


COMUEBCE  REP0BT5.  419 

COCOA  PSOinrcnoF  nr  ecuasob. 

ICohbuI  Henrr  S.  Bativ,  Trloldad,  BrItUh  West  ladles,  Jul;  11.] 

Mr.  J.  B.  Rorer,  formerly  connected  with  the  Department  of  Agri- 
fcnlture  at  Washington,  and  now  mycologist  of  the  board  of  agricul- 
tare  in  Trinidad,  has  returned  here  from  a  visit  to  Ecuador,  where 
bis  serrices  as  an  expert  in  cocoa  diseases  had  been  temporarily 
arranged  for  by  courtesy  of  the  Govermnent  of  Trinidad. 

Mr.  Rorer,  in  a  current  bulletin  of  the  department  of  agriculture 
of  Trinidad,  explains  as  follows  the  production  of  cocoa  in  Ecuador, 
where  his  inspection  of  the  cocoa  estates  began  in  December,  1917 : 

All  the  estates  In  Ecuador  are  very  large,  some  having  ns  many  ns  8,000,000 
tre«8,  while  tlie  smallest  have  at  least  250.000  to  350,000.  There  are  no  peaeant 
proprietors  ownlDg  small  plantations.  la  the  const  region,  where  the  cocoa  1b 
erown,  all  the  land  Is  In  the  hands  of  very  rich  persons. 

Very  little  bos  ever  been  doue  In  the  way  of  cultivation.  In  fnet,  many  of  the 
estates  are  planted  tlirough  the  forests.  In  other  places  no  shade  whatever  is 
nsed.  The  trees  are  planted  very  close,  the  distance  varying  from  6  to  9  feet. 
The  soil  Is  very  rich  and  the  troea  make  a  very  vigorous  growth.  No  lateral 
branches  are  allowed  to  develop  until-,  a  height  of  about  20  feet  la  reached,  and 
fn  miiny  places  from  3  to  10  sucker.'^  are  allowed  to  (trow  up  with  the  main  tree. 
Naturally  the  estates  are  very  dark  and  no  brushing  is  necessary  ;  In  fact,  It  la 
impossible  for  anything  to  grow  in  the  dense  sliade  uader  the  cocoa  trees.  When 
tlie  trees  get  old,  the  tall  slender  stem  can  not  support  the  weight  of  the  crown 
of  leaves  and  begins  to  bend.  Eventually  all  the  trees  become  lut«rlnced  over- 
bead.    The  yield  per  tree  on  good  estates  1  was  told  was  about  1  pound  of  dry 

Tlie  greater  part  of  the  cocoa  MilHvatlon  of  Ecuador  Is  quite  free  from  (llseose ; 
however,  in  districts  along  the  fooUiills  of  the  Andes,  wliere  tlie  climate  Is 
very  damp,  two  fungous  (IlKcasca  have  crept  In  and  are  now  doing  a  great 
anwunt  of  damage,  in  some  places  destroying  as  much  as  9."  iier  cent  of  the 
crop  every  year.  Titese  two  diseases  are  quite  new  and  have  never  been  i-e- 
i«rded  from  any  otiier  cocoo-growing  country.  One  Is  a  dlsea-^e  of  the  fruit 
nlone,  while  the  other  attacks  both  fruit  and  ti-ee,  but  docs  tbe  greater  damage 
to  tlie  latter,  causing  a  canker  somewhat  similar  to  that  which  we  have  In 
Trinidad.  This  disease  is  very  serious  on  what  we  cnll  ^'eneznelan  cocoa  of 
Ecnador,  hut  which  is  notiting  more  or  less  than  tlie  ordinary  Trltildod  foraMero, 
which  was  Introduced  Into  i->midor  some  liltle  time  a^o.  This  variety  Is  a 
much  more  delicate  tree  than  the  so-calletl  nadonal  which  is  almost  nnivemntly 
grown  through  Ecuador.  Many  persons,  iwwever,  are  planting  the  Venezuelan 
Toriety  because  It  l>ears  more  lieavlly,  but  if  tliey  are  to  succeed  the  entire 
system  of  planting  wlil  iiave  to  be  changed. 

As  I  said,  very  little  hos  been  done  In  the  way  of  cultivation,  partly  because 
It  has  been  possible  to  grow  cocoa  withont  any  ciire,  and  partly  because  of  the 
very  heavy  export  tas  put  on  cocoa  by  the  Govern  meat— this  tax  amounts  to 
GoiuethiDg  over  $3  per  100  pounds. 

Cocoa  fa  not  fermented  at  all  but  la  Rpre.id  out  on  dry  floors  as  soon  as  It  Is 
brought  from  the  field.  Each  night,  however,  it  Is  swept  Into  piles  and  covered, 
when,  of  course,  a  certain  amount  of  fermentation  does  take  place.  The  best 
grade  of  Ecaadorean  cocoa  is  a  very,  pretty  product,  the  beans  being  a  very  light 
golden  yellow  In  color  and  of  a  fairly  large  slire.  The  methods  of  drying  are 
rather  primitive. 

ABSIVALS  OF  COAL  AT  HULL  FSOH  COLLIERIES. 

[CoiiBul  nofner  M.  Bi'lDgtan,  Hull,  Englaad,  Jul;  11.1 

According  to  the  official  returns  the  arrivals  of  coal  at  Hull  from 
the  collieries  for  the  half  year  ended  June  30,  1918,  totaled  1,264,627 
tons,  as  compared  with  1,432,841  tons  for  the  corresponding  six 
months  of  1917,  a  decrease  of  168,214  tons. 

Ho  tionUe  tobii7,cbeap,ooaTetilent,areal  inTeitment — ^War  BbtIiic  Btampi, 

Goot^lc 
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SIAMESE  TRADE  IN  ELEDTBICAI  GOODS  AWD  APPARATUS. 
[Vbx  Coasul  Carl  C.  lUnsen.  Bualmk.] 

The  average  yearly  value  of  the  imports  of  electrical  supplies  into 
Sism  during  ttie  10  Hscal  years  ended  March  31,  1916,  was  $234^70, 
During  these  yeai-s  the  highest  import  value  was  reached  in  the  fiscal 
year  1913-14,  with  a  total  of  $415,861  worth  of  electrical  goods  and 
apparatus,  but  for  the  two  years  ffdlowing  the  imports  declined  to 
$174,982  and  $153,050  worth  in  1914-15  and  1915-16,  respectively. 
However,  in  1916-17  a  decided  advance  was  recorded,  tne  totals 
amounting  to  $316,348.  In  volume  the  electrical  goods  imports  were 
given  by  the  Bangkok  customs  as  amounting  to  1,221,449  kilos  in 
1913-14,  307,284  kUos  in  1914-15,  367,057  kilos  m  1915-16,  and 
409,288  kilos  in  1916-17. 
Origin  of  Ue  Inports. 

The  comparative  declai-ed  values  of  the  imports  of  electiical  goods 
into  Siam  fi-om  the  leading  foreign  countries  for  the  six  fiscal  years 
ended  March  31,  1917,  in  tic&is  (1  Ucal  equals  about  37  gold  cents), 
are  shown  in  the  following  t^le : 
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As  shown  by  the  foi-egoing  figures,  the  trade  of  tlie  United  States 
in  electrical  goods  with  Siam  made  fair  progress  during  the  six 
years  under  review,  while  the  advance  made  by  Japan  in  the  same 
period  was  most  striking.  Holland,  Denniarlc,  and  Sweden  also 
made  considerable  gains  in  these  imports,  to  M-hieh  Germany  for- 
merly was  the  heaviest  contributor. 

As  no  electrical  apparatus  or  goods  of  any  Idnd  are  manufactured 
in  Siam,  there  is  naturally  a  demand  for  all  classe.^  of  such  goods, 
with  the  additions  of  specialties  needed  for  a  ti'opical  country.  The 
import  duty  on  electrical  goods  and  apparatus  of  all  kinds  is  3  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 


MARKET  FOR  FIRE  WOOD. 

[CoiiBui  Tliomas  D,  Edirards,  rorownll,  Galarlo,  Cnuadit,  July  15.J 

Cord  wood  sold  fit  $12  to  $15  per  cord  during  the  past  winter,  and 
indications  are  thai  prices  will  bo  higher  tlio  coming  .season.  Wood 
may  be  imported  into  Canada,  free  of  duty,  except  the  war  tax  of 
7i  per  cent  of  the  co.st.  Fanners  of  northern  New  York  and  Now 
England  might  find  a  ready  market  across  the  border  for  their 
surplus  scrub  timber. 


joovGoOt^lc 
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USCOFCEPTION  OF  THE  T£BU  "ATTSTEALASIA." 

ICoDEiil  GeDcril  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  New  ZeolBDil,  June  ST.] 

There  is  given  below  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from  tho 
Auckland  Motor  Traders'  Industrial  Union  of  Employers  in  this 
city,  which  calls  attention  to  the  misconception  of  the  term  "Aub- 
tralasia"  as  applied  to  this  part  of  the  world  so  far  as  business 
matters  are  concerned.  It  ia  important  that  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  should  differentiate  between  New  2^aland  and 
Australia  as  separate  countries,  and  Australasia  in  general,  so  that 
agencies  for  different  lines  may  be  placed  in  the  different  countries 
instead  of  for  all  of  Australasia. 

The  general  agency  for  Australasia  works  to  the  detriment  of 
American  trade,  for  it  is  in  many  cases  practically  as  difficidt  to 
communicate  with  Australia  as  it  is  with  San  Francisco,  and  then 
the  New  Zealand  importer  resents  the  idea  that  tliis  couuU-y  is  to  be 
tacked  onto  Australia  and  not  considered  of  sufficient  importance 
to  carry  a  separate  agency,  when  the  import  business  of  New  Zealand 
per  capita  is  equal  to  or  greater  than  that  of  Australia. 

The  communication  from  the  Auckland  Motor  Traders'  Industrial 
Union  of  Employers  follows: 

At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  nnlon  particular  mention  was 
niadr  of  the  fnt-t  that  the  name  "Australasia  "  proved  confllrtlnf;  in  the  minds 
of  overecas  e^imrUng  houKe»>  autl  in  ninny  Instances  resulted  lu  ageicles  being 
j)laced  with  Australtnn  firms  for  tlie  whole  of  AusCralasia,  whereas  had  there 
been  do  such  compreliensive  name  the  Australian  au'd  New  Zealand  agencies 
would  have  been  plate<l  seiiarately,  wliich  arrangement  would,  of  course,  be 
to  the  comihlerable  advanlnKe  of  New  Zcalnndem. 

On  tlie  motion  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Andrew,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Cousins,  it  was 
resolved  to  write  and  place  the  matter  before  your  good  sflf  with  tiie  stigses- 
tlon  that  steps  be  taken  to  dislLngulMli  between  New  Zealand  and  AuRtralla 
In  order  that  the  two  countries  for  the  future  be  named  only  and  always 
separately. 

My  nnloD  wonid  respectfully  sugge.^t  in  any  event  that  representations  be 
made  to  the  central  trade  organizations  and  Government  bureau  In  all  e^cport- 
tng  countries  for  special  note  to  be  nintle  of  the  fact  that  New  /.ealand  and 
Australia  are  separate  countries,  and  It  Is  not  In  tlie  Interests  of  either  for  the 
control  of  acencies  covering  botli  territories  to  be  placed  with  a  firm  doing 
business  in  only  one. 

TOBKATION  OF  AS  ECONOMIC  SEOION  OF  THE  FBENCH  ALPS. 

[CoD9Ul  'modiaB  D.  DaTlH,  Grenoble,  June  2B.] 

In  Commerce  Reports  for  January  3,  1918,  attention  was  called 
to  the  proposed  formation  of  an  economic  region  of  the  French  Alps, 
having  its  center  at  Grenoble.  Under  authority  given  by  the  "Asso- 
ciation Nationale  d'Expansion  Economique"  of  Paris,  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Grenoble  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  wafl  largely 
attended  by  the  manufacturers  of  the  region,  the  final  steps  Tvera 
taken  in  the  realization  of  this  pr^osition,  by  the  formation  of  a 
committee  under  the  name  of  the  "  Comite  E^jnonal  des  Alpee  Fran'- 
Saises,'*  This  committee,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  National  association 
above  referred  to,  is  now  functioning,  and  has  Jurisdiction  over  the 
Departments  of  the  Is^re,  the  Savoie,  the  Haute  Savoie,  and  tho 
Hautes  Alpes.  As  constituted  at  present  this  economic  region  coin- 
cides in  territorial  estent  with  the  Grenoble  consular  district,  except 
that  the  Department  of  the  Drome  is  not  included.  It  is  hoped  locally 
that  it  will  ultimately  be  extended  to  embrace  the  Departments  of  the 
Basses  Alpes  and  the  Alpes  Maritimes. 

L.oo<^lc 
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FOTTB  HONTHS'  EXFOSTS  OF  OIL  FBOK  TAHHCO  DISTRICT. 

IConsuI  Claude  I.  Dawaon,  Tomplco,  Mexico,  Julj  IT.] 

Declared  expoi-ts  of  crude  oil  and  petroleum  products  from  the 
Tompico  district  to  the  United  States  for  the  months  of  Mardi, 
April,  May,  and  June,  1918,  were  as  follows  (barrels  of  42  gallons)  i 
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Shipments  to  points  other  than  the  United  States  for  the  same 
period  were  reported  as  follows : 


Ffom- 

>1„1,. 

April. 

Mar. 

,«.- 
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655,211 
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Tampico  shipment?  included  refined  products  as  follows: 


ReflDod  products. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

43  on 

Samlt. 

'^ 

i;!S 

2G 

3B,0T1 

Deitinatim  of  Oil  Shlpmeiitt. 

Distribution  of  oil  shipments  by  destination  during  the  period 
specified  was  as  follows: 
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DEFOSTB  BT  COUKTBZES  FOB  FISCAI,  TEAB. 

Total  values  oi  merchandise  imported  from  each  of  the  principal 
omintries  during  June  and  the  12  months  ended  June,  1918.  compared 
with  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year,  lla^■e  been  mado 

Kblic  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the 
ipartment  of  Commerce,  as  follows : " 
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BEBTTILDINO  AND  ESTENSIOH  OF  HALIFAX. 
[Consul  G«DfTBl  EviD  B.  Yoimg,  Ilnlirm.  Nova  Scotia,  CenadB,  July  S?.] 

The  rebuilding  and  extension  of  the  city  of  Halifax  since  the  es- 

Jloeion  of  last  December  is  now  progrcst;iug  at  a  noticeable  rate, 
iuilding  permits  to  the  value  of  $100,000  were  issued  during  the  first 
Balf  of  this  month,  which  is  nearly  100  per  cent  above  the  amount 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

The  completeness  of  the  obliteration  of  that  part  of  the  city  worst 
affected  by  the  explosion  makes  simpler  its  replonning  on  modern 
lines.  Gottingen  Street  and  other  main  arteries  of  traffic  will  bo 
widened  to  80  feet  instead  of  CO  feet  and  some  of  the  side  streets  will 
be  narrowed  to  40  feet.  A  park  will  be  laid  out,  and  the  new  build- 
ings will  be  of  a  better  type.  Hydrostone  will  he  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  many  houses. 

A  coniitT7  worth  flghting  for  is  a  country  worth  saving  for.    Buy  Thrift 
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SOTTCH  AFBIGAS  ZHPOKTS  OF  LTTICBSB. 

[Consul  General  Georjc  II.  Mucphj,  Cape  Town.) 
There  is  given  beiow  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  impoi-ts  of 
lumber  into  Soutli  Africa  during  the  past  two  years  and  the  prin- 
cipal countries  of  origin : 
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[A  list  of  lumber  importers  and  dealers  in  Cape  Town  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  103979.] 

Ajjproval  has  been  granted  by  the  C:ii)ctowii  City  Council  for  the 
erection  of  factories  for  the  manufacluio  of  the  following  products: 
Glue;  -starch,  glucose,  and  dextrin;  niargarin;  fat  reduction;  and 
fertilizer  mixing. 
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COAL  uiNiira  nr  veheziiela. 

IConsnl  Fcanlt  AnaereoQ  Hencj.  Puerto  Cabcllo,  June  l.^.] 

The  only  coal  mines  in  the  Puerto  Cabello  consular  distL-ict  that 
are  being  actively  ivorked  are  located  near  Coio,  in  tlie  State  of  Fal- 
con. During  1917  these  mines  produced  4,716  tons  (of  2,204.0  pounds) 
of  the  20,164  tons  produced  for  the  whole  coiuitiy.  The  principal 
coal  mines  in  Venezuela  are  situated  near  Guunta,  and  recent  pi-ess 
reports  indicate  that  production  there  has  recently  boon  increased  t« 
70  tons  per  day.  As  imports  of  coal  in  ID16  amounted  to  2O,GO0  tons, 
of  which  9,100  tons  were  brought  to  this  poit,  it  is  evident  that  locad 
production  will  have  to  be  \ery  considerably  increased  before  dejiend- 
ence  on  imported  supplies  will  cease. 

The  Coro  mines  are  owned  by  the  Venezuelan  Government  and 
oi>crated  through  an  administrator,  who  also  holds  the  s:imc  position 
for  tho  Government-owned  railway  from  Coro  to  its  port,  La  Vela 
de  Ck>ro,  about  8  miles  distant.  In  his  report  for  1917  to  tlie  Minister 
of  Fomento,  the  admuiistrator  called  attention  to  the  following  con- 
ditions affecting  the  operation  of  miiies.  Tho  methods  of  working 
are  primitive  in  the  extreme.  Pick  and  shovel  are  the  only  imple- 
ments used  in  mining.  T^ack  of  a  suitable  pump  often  re-sults  in  the 
flooding  of  tlie  mine  and  consequent  suspension  of  work.  Transpor- 
tation conditions  are  eqjually  primitive,  and  the  necessity  of  hauling 
the  coal  several  miles  in  small  carts  adds  greatly  to  its  cost.  The 
extension  of  the  La  Vela-Coro  Railroad  a  few  miles  to  tlie  mines 
would  be  the  best  solution  of  the  transportation  problem,  but  short  of 
this  the  administrator  has  recommended  the  purchase  of  thieo  motor 
trucks  for  this  pui-pose.  There  are  no  deposits  for  the  coal  eitlier  in 
La  Vela  or  Core,  nor  is  there  any  machinery  for  handling  it  at  the 
water  front.  Only  sailing  lighter.s  are  used  for  loading  vessels,  and 
the  charges,  $0.77  per  ton,  add  considerably  to  the  cost  of  the  fuel 
plac«d  on  board. 
trim  of  Local  Coal. 

Tlie  quality  of  the  coal  mined  is  said  to  be  improving  as  the  ex- 
ploitation of  tlie  mine  advances,  and  there  is  a  good  demand  for  all 
that  can  be  produced.  It  is  sold  to  the  Govcriunent  departments  at 
$4.63  per  ton  and  to  private  individuals  at  $7.72.  During  1917,  4,716 
tons  wei-e  extracted,  the  minimum  production  having  been  126  toils  in 
July  and  tho  maximum  Giii  in  September.  Durhig  the  year  the  cost 
of  oj)erations  amounted  to  $25,700  and  the  ixiceipts  to  $45,414.  At  the 
beffinning  of  1917  there  was  a  stock  of  4,358  tons  on  hand,  which  waa 
reduced  to  60  tons  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  sales  during  the  last 
thi-eo  years  have  been  as  follows:  1915,  2,604  tons;  1910.  3.637  tons; 
and  1917,  9,014  tons. 

Due  to  the  great  demand  for  coal  in  Venezuela  at  present,  owing  to 
the  cost  and  difficulties  in  importing  from  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  an  increased  output 
during  the  current  year,  although  the  same  general  methods  of  ex- 
ploitation as  formerly  are  likely  to  be  followed. 


A*company  has  been  organized  at  Horle  in  the  district  of  Jonko- 
ping,  Sweden,  to  manufacture  wire  gauze  and  nails. 
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tmirauATAiir  jebeed-beep  uiDtrsTBT. 

[CodbdI  WUtlatn  Dawson,  MontcTldo,  Uaj  31.1 

Tlie  Uruguayan  jerked-beef  industry  has  declined  steadily  since 
1900.  The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cattle  slaughtered 
in  Unif^uay  for  the  preparation  of  jerked  beef:  Average  for  5  years, 
1891-1895,  561,400;  1896-1900,  572,960;  1901-1905,  548.060;  "1906- 
1910,  537,593;  1911,  446,600;  1912,  435,600;  1913,  253,600;  1914, 
110,086;  1915,  60,500;  1916,  61,400.  In  view  of  the  difficult  situation 
of  the  industry  a  law  was  passed  in  January,  1916,  abolishing  as  from 
January  1,  1916.  the  export  duty  of  40  centesimos  (41  cents)  per  100 
kilos  (220  pounds),  as  well  as  all  surtaxes  on  jerked  beef.  Establish- 
ments engaged  exclusively  in  the  preparation  of  jerked  beef  wei-e  at 
the  same  time  exempted  from  license  and  real  property  taxes. 

The  decline  of  the  Uruguayan  jerlted-beef  industry  is  due  chiefly 
to  two  causes,  i,  e.,  the  development  of  the  Brazilian  industry  and  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  packing  industry  in  Uruguay.  Brazil  used  to 
offer  an  important  market  for  the  so-called  "manta"  (side)  cuts  of 
the  Uruguayan  salting  plants,  while  the  "  postas  "  or  leg  cuts  were 
sent  to  Cuba,  which  does  not,  I  am  informed,  take  "mantas,"  The 
growth  of  the  Brazilian  industry  and  the  establishment  of  a  heavy 
import  duty  in  Brazil  deprived  the  Uruguayan  salting  plants  of  an 
important  market.  In  addition  to  this,  the  introduction  of  the  pack- 
ing industry  in  Uruguay  drove  the  price  of  cattle  up  to  a  point  that 
proved  prohibitive  for  many  plants  turning  out  jerked  beef.  The 
average  price  obtained  per  head  of  neat  cattle  on  the  Montevideo 
market  rose  as  follows:  1910,  $18.17;  1911,  $18.74;  1912,  $23.02: 1913, 
$41.96;  1914,  $47.93;  1915.  $49.14. 
Competition  of  Pork  in  Cuban  Market — Pew  TIniBuayan  Saltlne;  Plants  Operating, 

It  appears  likely,  from  the  information  submitted  to  the  Habana 
representative  of  the  Food  Administration,  that  the  difficult  situation 
just  described  for  Uruguayan  salters  must  have  more  or  less  coin- 
cided with  the  period  in  which  cheap  salt  pork  from  the  United 
States  was  making  inroads  upon  the  Cuban  market  for  their 
products. 

Such  being  the  case,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Uruguayan 
jerked-beof  industry  has  dwindled  to  the  point  where  it  is  repre- 
sented, with  a  possible  few  very  minor  exceptions,  by  four  firms. 
Tlie  operations  of  these  concerns  have  been  ilrcgular  in  recent  years 
and  two  of  them  are  doing  little  killing  at  present.  The  other  two 
are  helping  out  their  jerked-beef  business  by  canning  the  cuts  that 
can  not  be  profitably  used  for  salting  ("manta"  cuts,  which  Cuba 
does  not  take).  A  large  packing  plant  at  Montevideo  has  likewise 
temporarily  combined  salting  with  canning,  using  about  50  per  cent 
of  the  animal  for  each  purpose. 

There  are  in  Uruguay  a  number  of  salting  plants  that  have  been 
idle  for  some  time ;  others  have  been  taken  over  by  the  large  packers 
and  have  been  or  are  being  converted  into  packing  houses. 
Importance  ot  Brazil  as  a  Source  of  Supply. 

It  must  bo  remembered  that  at  present  a  large  proportion  of  the 
export  trade  of  the  Brazilian  State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Su!  passes 
through  Montevideo,  this  being  under  present  conditions  the  logical 
ehipping  point  for  Eio  Grande  meats,  hides,  and  wool.    Much,  if  not 
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most,  of  the  jerked  beof  shipped  from  Montevideo  to  Cuba  comes 
origiiiany  from  Brazilian  salting  plants. 

'Die  following  figures  show  killings  during  the  pei-iod  from  Octo- 
ber 1  to  April  30  for  the  past  four  years  in  the  following  regions; 
Entre  Eios  (Argentine  plants  on  tTriigiiay  and  Parana  Eivers) ; 
Uruguay  Kiver  (Unigiiayan  side) ;  Montevideo  (not  inchiding 
Uruguayan,  Swift  and  Morria  packing  houses) ;  frontier  distrirf 
(Brazil);  Rio  Grande  district  (Brazil). 


BsBlom. 



Ifttmbt/. 

Is 

Jisi 

1(117 

1... 

■as 

m'.iiK 
wa.ioo 

"m 

las 

,«,m 

SS 

373;  iao 

ass 

Baring  the  same  period  of  1916-17  and  1917-18  Montevideo  pack- 
ing houses  Jrilled  238,280  and  341,000  head  of  cattle,  respectively. 
Small  KllUiiK>  in  TTm^oar  for  Jerked  Beef' 

It  will  be  noticed  that  salting  plant  killings  at  Montevideo  and 
on  the  Uruguay  River  (Uruguayan  side)  were  53,900  and  63,600 
head,  respectively,  from  October  1,  1917,  to  April  30,  1918.  How- 
ever, 27,500  head  of  cattle  included  in  the  Montevideo  figures  were 
killed  for  canning,  while  the  river  figures  include  51.000  liead  killed 
at  an  extract  of  beef  plant  at  Fray  Bentos.  This  leaves  but  39,000 
head  of  cattle  killed  m  Uruguay  for  jerked  beef  during  the  seven 
manths  in  question.  Of  the  killings  accredit«d  to  Entr*^  Kios  prac- 
tically all  are  for  the  manufacture  of  canned  meat  and  o:£tract,  so 
that  over  four-fifths  of  the  output  of  jerked  beef  is  seen  to  come  from 
Braail. 

In  spite  of  the  Government's  desire  to  assLst  jerked-beef  plants,  it 
appears  doubtful  if  the  industry  will  again  become  prominent  in 
Umguay.  The  demand  for  jerked  beef  is  confined  to  a  few  markets 
and,  as  Itmg  as  the  world  demand  for  frozen  beef  ivniains  active, 
packing  houses  will  presumably  continue  to  offer  prices  for  cattle 
which  are  little  short  of  prohibitive  for  salting  plants.  Indeed,  it 
aeems  not  unlikely  that  the  erection  of  packing  houses  in  tlie  Bra- 
zilian State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  will  be  followed  by  an  increase  in 
the  price  of  cattle  and  a  falling  off  in  the  output  of  jerked  beef  in 
that  district.  The  deoreaf«  of  49,100  head  killed  for  jerked  beef  re- 
vealed by  the  figures  quoted  above  for  the  seven  months  from  October 
1, 1917,  to  April  30,  1918,  together  with  the  fact  that  close  to  90  per 
cent  of  killings  on  the  frontier  during  the  period  are  credited  to  two 
large  plants  at  Bosario  and  Santa  Alma,  seem  to  point  to  the  exist- 
ence OT  such  a  tendency.  (The  above  plants  ore,  howe^'er,  at  present 
killing  for  jerked  beef  in  addition  to  canned  meats.) 
OlMtaoka  in  War  of  Inoteated  Aotivltr  at  Present. 

While  the  outlook  for  Uie  jerked-beef  industry  is  not  bright,  this 
does  not,  of  course,  necessarily  imply  that  it  is  not  at  present  pos- 
sible to  stimulate  the  output  with  a  view  to  increase  exports.    Exist- 
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ing  plants  are  able  to  increase  their  production  and  there  are  numer- 
ous idle  establishments  that  could  resume  operations  were  coaditi(nis 
favorable. 

The  most  serious  obstacles  to  an  immediate  increase  in  production 
appear  to  he  the  high  price  of  cattio,  lack  of  shipping  and  exorbitant 
freights,  and  unfavorable  exchange,  the  combined  action  of  which 
-would  seem  to  make  the  price  to  the  consumer  little  short  of  pro- 
hibitive. 

Largely  as  a  result  of  the  increase  in  the  price  of  cattle,  the  price 
of  jerked  beef  at  Montevidio  has  risen  from  34  pesos  ($35.16)  per 
100  kilos  (220  pounds)  in  October,  1917,  to  44.50  pesos  ($4G.01)  at 
j)resent.  (The  average  price  of  cattle  purchased  at  Montevideo  salt- 
ing plants,  as  distinguished  from  packing  houses,  was  $51.11  in 
October,  1917,  and  $55.48  in  March,  1918.)  At  the  same  time  the  lack 
of  shipping  space,  which  has  been  very  pronounced  during  the  last 
few  months,  has  brought  the  freight  rate  on  jerked  beef  from  Monte- 
video to  Habnna  from  $38  per  ton  in  October,  1917,  to  $95  in  May, 
1918.  Exchange  in  October  was  around  92,  whereas  it  is  now. 
iiround  77. 

The  foregoing  figures,  which  refer  to  shipments  actually  made, 
reveal  a  condition  of  affairs  distinctly  unfavorable  to  an  increase  in 
exports  to  Cuba,  and  the  fact  that  the  Cuban  market  can  still  absorb 
jerked  beef  at  such  prices  can  be  explained  only  by  the  scarcity  and 
high  price  of  American  pork  products. 
Lack  of  SblppfnE  Facilitiei  the  Prlnelpal  DUBoiIty. 

The  price  of  jerked  beef  at  Montevideo  is  determined  at  present 
chiefly  by  the  cost  of  buying  cattle  in  competition  with  packing 
houses.  This  obstacle  to  an  expansion  of  exports  can,  of  course, 
be  overcome  so  long  as  the  Cuban  market  is  ready  to  pay  the  price. 
As  respects  exchange,  it  seems  likely  that  this  question  will  be  'ad- 
justed. Tliei-e  remains  what  is  undoubtedly  the  most  serious  diffi- 
culty of  all,  namely,  the  lack  of  space  and  excessive  freiglit  rates. 
In  case  exports  of  jerked  beef  to  Cuba  arc  to  be  stimulated,  s<Hne- 
tbing  must  be  done  to  provide  more  si>ace  and  at  lower  rates.  The 
putting  into  commission  of  German  ships  requisitioned  at  Monte- 
video may  heli)  in  a  measure  to  relieve  the  shoitage,  but  many  more 
bottoms  are  required  and  can  be  furnished,  it  would  seem,  only  by  the 
United  States  and  possibly  Cuba. 

Information  was  received  here  some  two  months  ago  to  the  effect 
that  a  direct  line  of  steamers,  called  the  Cuban  Transatlantic,  would 
shortly  be  inaugurated  between  Habana  and  Montevideo.  This 
would  be  most  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  for  some  months  all  ship- 
ments from  this  port  to  !tfabana  by  steamer  have  had  to  go  via  New 
York,  thus  considerably  increasing  the  cost  of  tlie  merchandise. 
Keeapitnlatlon  of  Preient  Bitnatioii. 

To  sum  up,  the  dechne  of  the  Uniguayan  jerked  beef  industry 
has  been  due  to  (1)  the  rising  price  of  cattle  following  the  intro- 
duction of  the  packing  industry,  and  (2)  the  impossibility  of  market- 
ing "manta"  cuts  (which  Cuba  does  not  take),  owing  to  the  heavy 
Brazilian  import  duty.  However,  in  addition  to  Uruguayan  jei^ed 
beef,  considerable  quantities  of  the  Brazilian  product  are  available 
for  exportation  via  Montevideo,  Present  obstacles  to  increased  ex- 
ports of  jerked  beef  to  Cuba  are  (1)  unfavorable  exchange,  (2)] 
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lack  ot  shipping  facilities  and  hi^  freights,  and  possibly  (3)  de- 
creasing production  of  the  product.  The  paramount  need  of  the 
trade  in  question  is  reason  ably  cheap  and  abundant  shipping. 
Jerked  beet  is  at  present  available  here  for  shipment,  if  facilities 
can  be  obtained.  Cheaper  freight  would,  of  course,  increase  the 
Cobiui  demand  and  doubt  is  expressed  in  some  quarters  if  the  present 
output  of  the  industry  could  satisfy  a  very  active  market.  However,  ~ 
tiie  TBry  lack  of  ^pping  facilities  (for  beef  and  hides)  is  no  doubt 
tending  to  accentuate  the  decline  ot  the  industry.  Were  an  active 
'trade  with  Cuba  possible  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  much  lai^r 
qoantities  of  jerked  beef  (postas)  could  and  would  be  turned  out, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  under  present  circumstances  t^e 
"  manta  "  cuts  can  be  profitably  disposed  of  for  canning.  Of  course 
the  prevailing  demand  for  stnctlv  packing-house  products  will  tend 
to  oppose  any  marked  revival  oi  the  jerKed  beer  industry.  How- 
over,  shipping  is  none  too  plentiful  for  paddag-house  products,  and 
it  seems  on  tne  whole  highly  probable  that  favorable  shipping  and 
Bxdiange  conditions  would  lead  automatically  to  an  increased  out- 

Eut  and  exportation  of  jerked  beef,  neither  of  which  can,  however, 
0  anticipated  under  the  conditions  which  exist  at  present. 
Shipments  Since  BeKinaing  of  Jannar; — Qvantity  Available. 

The  normal  Cuban  demand  for  jerked  beef  is  estimated  here  at 
3,000,000  pounds  a  month.  Since  January  I,  1918,  the  following 
shipments  are  said  to  have  been  made  from  Montevideo  to  Habana : 
January  16,  8^12  bales,  via  New  York  (Uie  bale  contains  60  Idlos  or 
132  pounds);  February  3,  7,603  bales,  via  New  York;  March  23, 
8,831  bales,  via  New  York;  March  30,  1,888  bales  (direct) ;  April  4, 
15,665  bales,  via  New  York:  April  26,  6,339  bales  (direct) ;  May 
il,  11,734  bales,  via  New  York. 

It  is  estimated  that  within  one  month  from  35,000  to  40,000  bales 
could  be  made  ready  for  sliipment.  Most  of  this  beef  is  at  present 
in  the  salting  plants  (chiefly  in  Brazil) ,  where  the  process  of  prep- 
aration is  not  being  pushed,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  shipping 
space. 

INSPECTION  OF  JAPANESE  SILK  CEfiPE. 
[Consul  Geucriil  Georgo  H.  Scldniore,  Yokohama.] 
The  Japan  Gazette  says  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
^Commerce  has  announced  that  from  July  1  official  inspection  will  be 
aoforced  on  silk  crepe  and  "  kabe  "  crepe  for  export  purposes  with  a 
view  to  developing  the  export  trade  in  this  particular  line.  In  this 
connection  the  authorities  explain  that  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
the  shipments  abroad  of  crepe  and  "  kabe  "  crepe  have  shown  consid- 
erable increase.  Before  the  war  the  shipments  did  not  exceed  in 
™!uc  800,000  3'en  ($398,400)  per  Tear,  but  the  shipments  last  year 
amounted  to  5,000,000  yen  ($2,490,000).  The  export  trade  in  this 
line  was  started  some  10  years  ago.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  the  trade  may  decline,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  the  authorities 
have  decided  to  enforce  inspection  on  the  exporters. 


If  yon  bay  War-Savings  Stamps,  you  also  help  yoni  country.      , 
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DEVEIOFHEKT  OF  COAL  BEGIONS  15  THE  PHIIIFFIirES. 

[J.  F.  B<H>mcr,  carrespondeot,  Manila.] 

Mr.  C.  H.  French,  the  new  manager  of  the  National  Coal  Co.,  has 
just  returned  from  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  company's  property 
near  Zamboanga  and  gives  a  favorable  report.  The  company  ia  not 
yet  turning  out  any  coal,  but  has  finished  the  preliminaxy  survey  of 
the  field  and  expects  to  be  prepared  in  six  months  to  put  out  coal  in 
a  small  way  pending  the  adequate  development  of  the  project.  The 
preliminary  output  will  probably  not  exceed  100  tons  per  day. 

The  Sibuguey  Peninsula,  on  which  the  National  Coal  Co.'8  fields 
are  located,  contains  approximately  100  square  miles,  all  of  which 
appears  to  bo  well  underlaid  with  coal.  The  company  is  devoting 
its  attention  at  present  to  an  area  about  10  miles  square,  which  is 
especially  rich  in  deposits.  Of  this  tract  some  4  square  miles  are 
fairly  well  located  for  immediate  development  work.  This  portion 
of  the  tract  lies  near  tlie  small  Sibuguey  River  that  is  navigable 
eight  or  nine  months  of  the  year  and  will  supply  transportation 
facilities  to  Taba  Bay  pending  the  construction  of  the  necessary 
railroads. 
Oatpnt  Supplies  Local  Needs — Extensive  Deposit  of  Antliraclte. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  company's  management  to  open  up  this 
tract  provisionally  and  to  get  out  as  much  coal  as  possible  for  im- 
mediate local  needs  while  tlic  more  syst«matic  development  work  is 
going  forward.  Under  the  present  transportation  conditions  it  will 
be  impossible  for  some  time  to  get  the  noces.sary  trackage  and  rolling 
stock  for  the  railways,  and  tlio  same  will  be  true  of  much  other 
modern  machinery  required.  Meanwhile,  however,  a  considerable 
amount  of  coni  may  he  taken  out  near  tlie  river  and  transported  to 
ocean-going  ships. 

The  preliminary  survey  of  this  field  shows  the  pre.'sence  of  consid- 
erable anthracite  on  the  northern  end  of  the  coal-bearing  tract.  One 
vein  of  this,  13  feet  thick,  has  been  uncovered  sufficiently  to  show 
an  extensive  deposit.  No  attempt  will  be  made  to  exploit  the  anthra- 
cite at  present,  as  the  Islands  are  not  pi-epared  to  use  this  class  of 
fuel. 

Near  the  middle  of  the  tract  a  6-foot  vein  of  very  good  bituminous 
coal  has  been  found.  Tests  have  shown  the  product  of  this  vein 
to  be  good  coking  coal,  consideral»]y  above  the  standard  required 
of  Japanese  coal  m  this  market.  Another  vein  of  noncoking  coal 
has  been  located  and  explored  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  coal 
from  this  is  of  good  quality  and  cempares  very  favorably  with  the 
Japanese  product  consumed  in  the  islands. 
ActlTltles  of  Smaller  Companlei. 

Two  private  operators  are  turning  out  coal  tm  the  island  of  Cebii^ 
The  UIiDg  Co.,  whose  mine  is  situated  south  of  the  city  of  OebOi 
and  the  Banao  Co.,  whose  plant  is  to  the  north  of  Cebu,  claim  to  be 
turning  out  about  30  tons  each  per  day.  Their  average  output  is 
probably  considerably  less  than  this  amount  at  present.  Their  prod- 
uct is  said  to  be  of  good  ouality,  and  they  have  no  difficulty  in  selling 
ell  they  can  produce.    The  dei>osit5  at  these  places  are  said  to  be  ex- 
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tensdvc.  No  data  are  available  on  which  full  reliance  may  be  placed, 
as  no  official  surveys  have  been  made. 

On  the  island  of  Batan  (not  to  be  confused  with  the  Province  of 
Bataan  on  the  island  of  Luzon),  the  Betts  Coat  Co.  is  turning  out 
an  average  of  10  tons  a  day.  All  of  this  output  is  being  consumed  by 
iikiB  Legaspi  line  of  the  Manila  Bailroad.  No  complaint  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  coal  is  made  by  the  railroad,  but  the  amount  produced 
is  not  sufficient  to  lueet  the  needs  of  the  line. 

The  National  Coal  Co,  has  recently  purchased  some  equipment 
from  the  Manila  Hailroad  Co.,  including  some  engines,  boilers,  tackle, 
and  pumps,  for  the  purpose  ox  beginning  operations  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. The  company's  engineer  has  recently  I'esigned,  and  operations 
wUl  be  temporarily  suspended  pending  the  employment  of  another 
man  with  coal-mining  experience.  Such  a  man  does  not  appear  to 
be  available  in  the  islanoa  at  present,  and  it  may  be  necessary  for 
the  company  to  send  to  the  United  States  fov  him. 


THBEE  HONTHS'  OUTPUT  OF  HIKERALS  IK  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

[Vice  CdukuI  Samuel  W.  Ilonakfr,  JoliSDOesbure.] 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  mineral  production  in  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  and  the  Transvaal  Province  lor  the  months  of  Janu- 
ary, February,  and  March,  1918: 
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PURC!HASE  OF  tlUEENSI-AND'S  SUGAR  CROP. 


The  Austntliaii  (lovenmicjit  has  ju-^t  compJctcil  ;U'iiingi'ment&  fui' 
the  purchitse  of  the  Quwn^lund  sugar  crop  for  tliis  -seiison  and  for 
the  season  of  1!>1» -JO.  the  amount  involved  being  over  £16,000,000 
,  ($7T,R04.000).  The  piice  per  ton  i;^  S.11  for  9+  liet  titre.  and  inas- 
much as  Queensland  sugar  averaged  at  lea^t  21  per  cent  better  than 
this  Ktandiird,  the  price  wa.s  equal  to  £21  IO-j.  per  fori.  This  price 
will  enable  the  Comiiionwoiilth  to  continue  in  force  an  order  pre- 
scribing that  .V-1  sugar  shall  not  be  sold  in  capital  cities  for  more 
than  ilj  l>ence  per  pound.  With  the  e.\ccptiou  of  one  aiutitiy  this  is 
said  to  be  Uie  cheapest  piice  for  white  crystals  in  tKe  world. 
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lOBEIGN  TBAIE  OPPOSIUinTIES. 
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27257,* — A  business  mnn  In  New  Zenland  deBlres  to  purchase  office  supplies, 
particularly  typewriters,  furniture,  and  labor-saving  devices.  Quotatloos 
should  be  maile  f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment.  Payment  will  be  made  against . 
documents  at  port    Iteforonces. 

272S8.* — A  firm  of  ppncral  comnilsBion  merchants  In  Spnin  desires  to  secnro 
the  agency  for  sulphate  of  ammonia.  Credit  terms  of  from  60  to  90  days 
are  preferred.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.     References. 

27259.* — A  firm  In  Argentina  desires  to  secure  the  agencies  for  testiles,  cotton, 
wool,  silk  and  mixed  goods,  and  cliemlcals.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English.    References. 

2T200.* — A  commission  agency  fn  Spain  which  has  agencies  In  all  the  principal 
cities  along  the  coast  of  Spain,  through  n'lilch  they  sell  goods  to  the  whole 
country,  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure  agencies  for  shipbuilders'  supplies, 
contractors'  supplies,  and  marine  supplies.  Quotations  should  be  made 
f.  o.  b.  New  York,  and  payment  will  be  made  on  delivery  of  goods  at  port 
of  discharge.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    Kefcreoces. 

2T261.* — A  c»m|Miny  In  Chile  wlaties  to  purctiase  2,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal 
for  steam  and  domestic  purposes.  Delivery  Is  desired  about  November, 
3018,  to  be  unloaded  by  tubs  or  slinj^  from  steamer,  each  tub  or  sling  to 
handle  about  750  pounds,  and  must  unload  about  180  tons  a  day.  Payment 
wilt  be  made  as  require^l.  Steamer  of  any  draft  can  anchor  within  300 
yards  of  whurf.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

2T2C2.* — A  man  In  Spain  desires  both  to  purchase  outright  and  secure  an  agency 
for  motorcycles  and  parts,  and  automobile  parts  and  accessories,  especially 
spark  plugs.  Terms  of  payment  to  be  suggested  by  the  exporter.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

272C3.t — A  mnn  In  Australia  wishes  to  secure  the  ncency  for  dry  goods,  shirt- 
ings, calicos,  canvas,  linings,  dress  goods,  colored  silbs,  velvets,  cotton 
tweeds,  whipcord  suitings,  and  sheetings.  Quotations  should  be  made 
f.  o.  b.  San  Francisco,  Payment  will  be  mode  by  letters  of  credit  or  sight 
draft.    References. 

27264.* — An  agency  is  desired  by  a  man  in  Norway  for  canned,  preserved,  and 
dried  fruits,  such  as  iwaclies,  apricots,  pears,  plums,  plncajiples,  etc.  Ho 
will  also  consider  agencies  for  other  goods,  ps  flour,  oils,  ropes,  and  agri- 
cultural implements.    Correspondence  may  be  in  Enslish. 

27265.* — A  man  In  France  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  requiring 
a  traveling  represents  live  for  all  Europe  and  North  Africa.  He  states  no 
preference  for  any  particular  line  of  goods.  Correspondence  in  Freadi 
preferred.    RGferences. 
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FUBCHA8E  OF  NEW  ZEALAKS  WOOL  CIIF. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow.  Auckland,  June  21.] 

The  New  Zealand  Government  announces  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  advised  the  governor  general  that  it  is  proposed  to  pur- 
chase the  New  Zealand  wool  clip  for  this  season  and  until  one  year 
aft«r  the  close  of  hostilities  at  the  same  prices  as  were  paid  durin;; 
the  past  two  seasons. 

The  payment  for  the  wool  is  to  he  made  by  the  British  Government 
on  the  fourteenth  day  after  valuation  has  been  made  by  the  official 
valuers  in  this  country,  and  all  shipping  expenses  are  to  be  borne  by 
the  British  Government  thereafter. 


IBAINIKG  OF  TEXTILE  STUDENTS  IN  LEEDS. 

[Consul  PerclvHl  Oassett,  Leeds  England,  July  11.1 

An  interesting  extension  in  connection  with  the  woolen  and  worsted 
industries  is  taking  place  in  the  textile  department  of  the  Leeds  Uni- 
versity. It  has  been  arranged  to  provide  a  special  diploma  course  of 
study  for  the  training  of  the  merchants  of  the  future  of  the  woolen 
and  worsted  industry,  in  which  textiles,  economics,  and  languages 
will  be  suitably  and  usefully  combined. 

It  is  proposed  to  use  the  fine  etjuipment  of  the  clothworkers'  de- 
partment of  the  university  in  giving  the  student  knowledge  of  the 
materials — whether  wools,  tops,  yarns,  or  fabrics — with  which  he  is 
to  deal,  in  order  that  he  may  learn  intelligently  the  best  means  of 
producing  goods  to  meet  the  rojiuirements  of  each  particular  market. 

In  regard  to  economics  it  is  intended  to"  include  not  only  economic 
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geography,  but  alao  industrial  histon'  and  accountancy,  with,  If  pos- 
sible, lectures  by  leaders  of  the  industry  dealing  with  the  special 
features  of  the  larger  commercial  life.  The  language  training  will 
be  so  designed  that  while  the  literature  of  the  various  conntries  will 
not  be  overlooked,  opportunity  will  be  given  for  acquiring  teclinical 
knowledge  of  the  languagefi  essential  to  pailicular  industries. 

The  following  is  the  sdieme  as  already  approved  by  the  university 
council : 

First  year. — Textiles,  economic  geography,  a  modem  foreign  lan- 
guage, and  accountancy  (obligatory  subjects),  and  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing subjects:  A  second  modem  language,  mathematics,  European 
history,  and  industrial  history. 

Second  year. — Te.\tiles,  economics,  two  modern  foreign  languages, 
and  accountancy. 

Third  year. — To  be  spent  at  some  colonial  or  foreign  university  or 
institution  of  university  rank. 


EZTEITSITE  CASTOB  VZhS  ACSEAOE  ON  ISLE  OF  FIHES. 

[ConsulRr  AdiletBDt  Ucorgc  A,  Uaktnsoa.  Nuevs  GcroD>,1 

A  subcontract  for  1,500  acres  of  castor  beans  has  recently  been 
secured  by  the  American  owner  of  a  local  newspaper.    Only  a  small 

Eart  of  the  allotment  will  be  planted  directly  by  the  subcontractor, 
owever,  the  remainder  being  reallotted  among  numerous  American 
planters,  who  have  been  prompted  largely  by  patriotic  motives  to  set 
aside  for  castor  beans  a  portion  of  their  lands  ordinarily  devoted  to 
fruits  and  vegetables  for  the  American  market.  The  ligiit  sandy  soil 
of  the  island  is  believed  to  be  specially  adapted  to  the  growth  of  the 
castor  bean  and  the  preliminary  work  required  before  phinting  is 
now  being  rapidly  pushed  to  completion.  The  neces.^ary  seed,  of  the 
Haitian  variety,  has  already  been  supplied  the  contractor. 

The  initial  crop  should  be  ready  for  harvesting  late  in  the  present 
year  and,  as  at  present  planned,  the  beans  will  be  cleaned  and  sacked 
and  shipped  to  the  United  States  for  the  extraction  of  the  oil.  In 
the  event  that  present  expectations  are  realized,  the  cultivation  of 
the  castor  bean  may  become  a  permanent  industry,  in  whicli  case  a 
modern  i)ower  mill  for  pressing  the  beans  may  be  erected  on  the 
island. 

THE  EAT  PLAGUE  TS  PERTHSHIRE. 

[Consul  II.  .\bert  John-on,  Dundee,  Scotland,  July  D.) 

According  to  a  statement  recently  placed  before  the  West  Perth- 
shire district  committee,  the  cost  of  the  methods  adopted  for  rat 
extermination  show  a  total  of  £304  ($1,479) ,  toward  which  a  grant 
of  £100  ($4SC)  was  given  by  the  board  of  agriculture.  It  seems 
generally  conceded  that  tlie  scheme  of  rat  extermination  put  in  force 
was  satisfactory,  as  in  the  first  year  it  is  estimated  that  something 
like  100,000  rats  were  killed  in  West  Perthshire,  and,  as  it  was 
claimed  that  one  rat  in  the  course  of  12  months  caused  damage 
reckoned  at  about  10  shillings  ($2.48),  and  as  there  were  approxi- 
mately something  like  two  rats  to  the  acre,  the  amount  of  damage 
done  was,  it  is  claime<l,  equivalent  to  the  average  amount  of  rent 
paid  by  tenants  in  West  Perthshire.  It  was  agreed  to  renew  the 
sclieme,  which  is  now  iji  operation  in  its  third  year. 
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SCOTTISH  nSHEEIES  IN  1917. 
[CoDBU]  TboB,  n.  BevRD,  GiBBgow,  July  D.I 

The  annual  report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  has  just 
been  published.  It  comments  on  the  restriction  of  the  industry 
brought  about  by  the  war,  and  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  th© 
most  efficient  men  and  vessels  bad  been  divert«d  from  the  fishing  to 
the  naval  service. 

It  8tat«s  that  the  total  quantity  of  sea  fish  landed  in  Scotland 
during  1917  amounted  to  3,079,768  hundredweight,  of  the  value,  in- 
cluding shellfish,  of  $18,029,355.  As  compared  with  1916,  these 
figures  show  a  decrease  of  10  per  cent  in  quantity,  but  an  increase 
of  16  per  cent  in  value.  This  result  was  obtained  through  the  agency 
of  4,609  fishing  vessels,  manned  by  crews  numbering  14,800.  The 
installation  of  motor  engines  into  sailing  boats  has  been  proceeding 
apace,  with  undoubted  advantage  to  all  concerned.  As  in  1916,  the 
outstanding  feature  fvas  the  increase  in  the  number  of  boats  of  the 
largest  size  jjropelled  bymotor  engines. 

The  quantity  of  herring  landed  during  the  year  1917  was  10,- 
172,3+6  hundredweight,  valued  at  $7,^0,349,  the  average  price  per 
htmdredweight  being  $1.42.  Compared  with  1916,  there  was  a  de- 
crease of  5  per  cent  in  quantity,  but  an  increase  of  16  per  cent  in 
value.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1908  the  quantity  was  5,690,- 
114  hundredweight,  valued  at  $5,604,475,  the  average  price  per  hun- 
dredweight being  98  cents.  There  was  a  further  decline  in  the 
quantity  of  whitefish  landed.  The  value,  however,  reached  the  record 
figure  of  $9,839,172,  compared  with  $8,626,168  in  1916. 


coiomfmATiOH  fob  UOHTHOUSE  ESFLOTEES. 

During  the  past  month  several  employees  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Lighthouses  received  special  commendation  from  Secre- 
tary Kedfield  for  various  services  rendered,  principally  for  assistance 
to  persons  and  vessels  in  distress.    Those  commended  were: 

Capt.  Mnrfe  Aoderson.  commaadlnK  the  tender  Setfuoia.  nnd  the  other  ofHcers 
BDd  the  crew  of  the  tender,  for  aselstaace  dven  on  May  25,  26.  and  2^,  1918,  to 
the  steamer  BUverado,  a  United  States  Shipping  Board  vessel,  en  route  to 
Honolulu,  whose  rudderhead  had  been  carried  away  when  the  vessel  was  ulHiut 
20  miles  from  the  paratlon  Inlanda 

Mr.  Pedro  A.  Hernandez,  laborer  in  charge,  Mayaguez  Harbor  Range  Lights, 
P.  R.,  for  his  services  rendered  during  the  fire  wlilch  occurred  In  the  ware- 
houses and  lumtieryard  near  the  lights  on  June  10,  1918. 

Mr.  Richard  F.  Steen,  keeper  of  Cut  Island  Light  Station,  Miss.,  for  service 
Tendered  the  captalD  of  the  fishing  schooner  Olga  if,  of  Biloxl,  Miss.,  on  June 
18,  19,  and  20,  1918. 

Messrs.  G.  W.  Bardweil,  keeper,  and  Maurice  Durabb,  assistant  keeper  of  the 
Galveston  Jetty  Llglit  Station,  Tox..  for  assistance  given  the  gasoline  launch 
Texas  Jack  on  June  23,  1018,  in  pulling  it  off  the  jetty  and  towing  It  to  Gal- 
veston. 

Messrs.  John  D.  Bfllslllie,  keeper,  and  Robert  L.  Payne,  nsslatant  keeper  of 
the  Galveston  Harbor  Liglit  Station.  Tex.,  for  assisting  the  OisableO  sloop  EdfM, 
of  Houston,  Tex.,  on  June  24,  1918. 

Mr.  William  Tengren,  keeper  of  Bullock  Point  Light  Station,  R.  I.,  for 
assistance  rendered  on  June  30,  1818,  to  two  men  and  two  women  whose  boat 
had  overturned. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Tucker,  keeper  of  Oswego  Harbor  Lights.  N.  Y.,  for  his  service 
on  June  30,  1918.  in  rescuing  a  man  wbo  had  faUen  overboard  from  a  yacbt 
In  tlie  vicinity  of  hla  station.  ,  ~  ■ 
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THE  HOiraKONQ  UAKKET  FOE  OLD  HEW8FAFERS. 

IVIi^F  Coneui  A,  E.  Carleton,  Uonfkong,  Btttteh  Chlni,  June  20.] 

Inquiries  have  been  received  from  the  United  States  ccmcermng 
'  the  trade  requirements  of  the  Hongkong  market  In  old  newspaper^ 
The  following  letter  from  a  local  firm  may  lie  of  interest  to  soippers 
of  old  newspapers  in  the  United  States; 

Business  in  cewapapers  Las  beeu  very  much  overdone  and  the  market  Ig 
Etill  feeling  the  effects.  The  epeclflcatlon  tor  HoDgkmg  Is:  Bales  of  280 
pounds  groas,  each  bale  strapped  with  three  Iron  bands  (souie  haye  come  wltH 
.  four  and  Ave  banda;  but  If  bales  are  proi>erIy  pncliRd,  three  bands  are  auffl- 
clent — 3Strii  bands  add  to  cost)  ;  the  packing  to  tw  burlap  or.  gunny  bags,  not 
neceasarlly  new,  but  the  covering  mast  be  In  good  condition,  otherwise  it  breaks 
or  gets  torn  and  the  neTrapapers  get  damaged.  Nenspapers  have  come  here 
with  wire  instead  of  iron  bauds,  hut  this  packing  la  not  liked  and  does  not 
carry  well.  I  estimate  that  during  1917  about  60,tXlO  bales  were  imported,  but 
this  year  not  more  tbon  5,000  bales  have  been  received.  Before  the  wor  Iri 
a  normal  year  Imports  were  40.000  bales. 
Tlnctsation  in  tiictt. 

Prices  In  1016-17  for  Acnerican  newspapers  varied  from  $70  to  $85  gold,  then 
down  to  under  $70  gold,  but  my  latest  advice  givM  tlie  price  aa  ?95  gold.  These 
prices  are  all  p^r  long  ton  (2,240  pounds)  c.  t.  f.  Hongkong.  Before  the  war 
Hongkong  was  the  distributing  market  for  Chiua.  but  after  the  war  broke  onti 
owing  to  dilTicultles  of  direct  freight  to  Singapore,  ludia,  and  Java,  tJie  trade 
for  these  ports  was  for  a  time  done  through  Hongliong.  Tlien,  as  direct  freigtit 
service  from  the  Paciflc  const  to  Singapore,  India,  and  Java  became  available, 
nil  these  markets  bought  direct.  Meanwhile  Hongkong  also  continued  to  buy 
to  suppl.v  tlieRe  markets,  the  consequence  being  heavy  overstocking  everywlieic; 
In  addition,  lurce  ahipmenta  were  made  to  Sliougtiai  and  Manila,  places  whl<ji 
used  to  draw  all  their  supplies  from  Hongkong  dealers. 

Old  San  Francisco  newspapers  can  be  bought  here  to-day  at  $5.40  Mexican 
per  picul  (l.'J31  pounds).  To-day's  exchange  rate  is  77,  so  that  the  above  figure 
is  equal  to  $8a.8o  gold  per  ton.  From  this  has  to  be  deducted  sttwing  expenses. 
Interest,  etc. 

lu  prewar  tiroes  old  newspapers  sold  here  were  "  overissues,"  not  read  papers 
packed  up  Indiscrlmiuately. 

I  can  not  too  strongly  urge  on  shippers  the  ne<eaalty  of  only  sending  clean 
newspapers,  and  seeing  that  tiie  bales  cmly  contain  bona  Ade  ncw^apers.  Pos- 
sibly by  means  of  press  packing  rend  newspapers  could  be  Improved,  but  I 
would  strongly  recommend  every  care  In  tlio  selection.  If  the  denier  opens  up 
the  balea  and  sees  dirty,  torn,  and  discolored  papers,  Ids  price  will  drop  like  a 
stone.  The  question  of  quality  and  regularity  is  most  Important.  Th«e  is  no 
real  marl;pt  bere  for  dirty  or  torn  newspapers  or  newspapers  packed  up  Imp- 
hazard. 


SIX  KOHTHS'  EZPOBTS  FROH  HULL  TO  HKITED  STATES. 

l<'on!iiil  Homer  M.  BTlagton,  Hull.  England,  Jul;  S.l 

The  exports  from  Hull  to  the  Unit«d  States  for  the  half  yearended 
June  30,  1918,  totaled  $222,207,  as  compared  with  $1,205,232  for  the 
corresponding  six  months  of  1917,  a  decrease  of  $982,955.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  rhief  articles  invoiced: 
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COOFEEATITE  SOCIEIT  IH  NTSFEEXLUTE  BVTS  A  FABU . 

[Coneul  H.  D.  Tao  Bant,  DunfermllDe,  Scotltad,  Jtilf  3.1 
As  showing  the  successful  operation  of  cooperative  business  here, 
the  Dunfermline  Cooperative  Society  (Ltd.)  has  just  madp  arrange- 
ments to  purchase  the  18,000-acre  estates  of  Keavil  and  Pitferrane, 
west  of  the  city,  for  the  sum  of  $250,000.  This  is  a  record  purchase 
of  farm  land  among  cooperative  societies  in  Scotland  and  indicates 
the  growth  and  prosperous  condition  of  cooperation  in  this  consular 
district.  For  the  past  25  years  the  society  has  been  tenant  of  nearby 
farms,  and,  as  the  leases  expire,  it  was  decided  that  the  time  was 
opportune  to  make  a  lar^  purchase  of  farming  land  outright  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  its  successful  farm  and  dairy  department, 
which  has  paid  such  profitable  returns  to  the  members  of  the  society 
during  the  past  few  years. 

The  farm  purchased  consists  of  15,000  acres  of  arable  land  and 
3,000  acres  of  woodland,  and  is  largely  made  up  of  landed  estates  of 
the  gentry  of  the  neighborhood,  a  large  part  of  the  estate  purchased 
having  remained  until  now  in  the  hands  of  a  titled  family  for  more 
than  400  years.  Thus  are  landed  estates  being  slowly  divided  and 
sold,  owing  in  part  to  war  conditions  as  well  as  the  economic  and 
social  trend  of  the  times. 


SUXING  COHCEBNINa  WAOES  IH  THE  JUTE  TRADE. 
[Comul  H.  Abert  Johason,  Dundee,  Scotland,  Jul;  10.1 

In  connection  with  an  arbitration  award  concerning  Dundee  jute- 
workers'  wages,  owing  to  a  question  having  been  raised  as  to  the 
advance  to  m  paid  to  hoys  and  girls  under  18  years  of  age,  an  inter- 
pretation was  issued  by  the  committee  on  production  setting  forth 
that  boys  under  18  doing  men's  full  work  should  receive  the  advance 
granted  to  men  aged  21  years  and  over ;  and  that  girls  under  18  doing 
women's  full  work  shoijd  receive  the  advance  granted  to  women  of 
18  and  over.  The  award  provided  that  if  a  junior  was  doing  work 
which  in  normal  conditions  would  be  carried  out  by  a  senior,  they 
should  receive  the  higher  rate  of  advance. 

In  view  of  the  varying  practice  that  exists  in  the  different  branches 
of  the  trade,  the  committee  thought  that  the  parties  concerned  sliould 
meet  to  discuss  the  manner  in  which  effect  should  be  given  to  this 
portion  of  the  award. 

A  meeting  between  the  representatives  of  the  masters  and  the 
workers  took  place  recently  in  the  Royal  Exchange,  but  as  difference 
of  opinion  prevailed  the  matter  was  again  referred  to  the  committee 
on  production. 

JAFABESE  TEA  EZFOBTS. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmare,  Yoknbama.1 

A  report  published  by  the  Yokohama  and  Tokio  Foreign  Board 
of  Trade  gives  the  following  statistics  of  the  export  of  tea  from 
Japan  during  the  past  season— from  May  1,  1917,  to  April  30,  1918 : 
From  Yokohama  and  Shimidzu,  37,940,300  pounds;  from  Kobe, 
1,038,491  pounds;  and  from  Yokkaichi,  3,099,205  pounds;  making 
a  total  of  42,078,056  pounds.  The  destinations  were:  To  United 
States,  35,018,140  pounds;  and  to  Canada,  7,059,910  pounds. 
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FOREST  FBODUGTS  OF  SOUTH  DTDZA. 

[Consul  Luclto  Memmlngpr,  Miflrtts.l 

From  the  Godaveri  catchment  area  and  throu^out  the  Korth  a^d 
South  Deccan  there  exist  well  distributed  areas  of  forests,  though 
generally  not  in  large  blocks,  while  on  the  IVestern  Ghats  in  the  lul- 
giris  are  found  some  of  the  finest  teak  foreals  of  India  proper  (exclu- 
sive of  Burma).  The  total  area  under  the  control  of  the  forest 
department  in  Madras  is  19,406  square  miles;  in  Coorg  520  square 
miles.  The  output  of  timber  from  the  Madras  forests  in  191&-16 
was  3,933,039  cubic  feet  and  of  fuel  19,874,951  cubic  feet;  the  value 
of  the  bamboos  removed  was  $103,004  and  of  minor  produce,  includ- 
ing grass  and  grazing,  $526,298.  In  Coorg  the  value  of  timber,  fuel, 
and  minor  produce  is  $91,378  annually.  The  rammercial  woods  of 
South  India  include  teak,  ebony,  rosewood,  i«d  sanders,  Indian  ma- 
hogany, Cliittagong  wood  (white  cedar),  sandalwood,  pine,  erool, 
bamboo,  jambu  (black  plum),  matti,  orupoo,  nux  vomica,  rubber, 
camphor,  pahnyra,  and  eucalyptus.  The  sleeper  wood  sal  is  found 
to  a  small  extent  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Madras  area,  but  the 
other  sleeper  woods  deodar  and  pymkado  aie  not  giown  here  to  any 
extent,  the  latter  being  found  particularly  in  Bunna. 

The  value  of  minor  produce  in  Madras  is  $693,476,  and  includes, 
besides  some  of  the  above,  myroljolams  for  tanning,  gum  kino,  lemon 
oils,  cassia  bark,  cardamons,  pepper,  tlictsi  damar,  semiil  floss,  etc, 
Tbe  States  of  Mysore  and  TraTanflore. 

The  Native  State  of  Mysore  has  2,823  square  miles  of  reserved 
forests  under  control  of  its  own  forest  department.  The  gross  reve- 
nue, estimated  at  about  $713,753,  and  largely  obtained  from  the  sale 
of  sandalwood  (about  2,400  tons  each  year),  is  utilized  for  forestry 
administration  and  for  profit.    The  surphis  in  1914-15  was  $379,973, 

The  Native  State  of  Travancore  has  a  valuable  asset  in  its  forests, 
wliich  cover  nearly  a  third  (2,368"  square  miles)  of  the  area  of  the 
State,  There  are  said  to  be  3,53.1  species  of  trees,  plants,  herbs, 
shrubs,  climbers,  etc.,  in  Travancore,  several  of  whicn  have  great 
comnicicial  and  economic  value.  The  average  gross  yield  of  timber 
(royalties  and  jungle  wood)  from  the  forests  for  the  last  three  years 
comes  to  1,408,106  cubic  feet  per  year.  The  average  sales  efiected 
from  timber  alone  amounted  to  $370,221  per  year.  The  gross  revenue 
from  the  department  in  1914^15  was  $454,116.  There  are  said  to  be 
25  species  of  wood  especially  useful  for  tea  chests  and  packing  cases, 
including  mango,  cheeni,  elavee,  and  vencotta.  Coconut  trees  and 
areca  pnlms  abound  in  Travancore, 
Porest  Aesonrcts  of  CocMn  State. 

Cochin  State  has  about  605  square  miles  of  reserved  forests,  about 
half  of  which  are  virgin  forests,  unworked  because  of  lack  of  a 
suitable  outlet  Tho  gross  revenue  from  August  17,  1914,  to  August 
16,  1915,  was  $190,625  and  the  net  revenue  ^0,066.  Approximatelv 
12,755  acres  of  forest  lands  are  assigned  for  rubber  cultivation  and 
2,500  acres  for  coffee.  Coconut  trees  are  plantifiil,  and  the  fore^ 
abound  in  teak,  rosewood,  ebony,  white  cedar,  red  cedarj  etc.  From 
the  PararabikuJam  Range  an  outlet  for  forest  products  m  the  shape 
of  a  tramway  and  timber  slide  has  been  constructed  by  the  Govern- 
ment up  to  Chelakudy,  a  station  on  the  Shoranur-Cochin  Kailway, 
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%  distance  of  nearly  50  miloB.  It  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
•qnipped  tramways  aesigned  for  purely  forest  work  in  the  world,  and 
■""""•ses  many  features  of  special  interest  to  engincera,  arboricul- 
,  and  railway  men  generally. 


EECENT  STATISTICS  SHOW  SECSEASE  IS  CANADIAN  TBABK. 

[C0D8I1I  Felli  8.  a.  Jo^tcsOD,  KlUEHton,  Onlario,  Julf  2S.] 

According  to  recent  statistics  there  is  noted  a  decrease  of  $115,- 
443,213  in  Canada's  trade  for  April,  May,  and  June  as  compared 
with  the  same  period  in  1917.  The  country's  trade  for  the  first  three 
months  of  the  present  fiscal  year  (April,  Mary,  and  Jtme)  totaled 
$615,718,816,  compared  with  $631,162,029  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  1917.  The  decrease  for  the  month  of  Juno  alone,  when 
compared  with  June,  1917,  was  $24,683,084,  the  totals  being  $192,- 
843,148  for  the  present  year  and  $217,526,232  for  1917. 

There  was  a  decline  of  t>ver  $40,000,000  in  the  total  vahie  of  goods 
import«d  during  the  three  months  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  in.  1917.  Dutiable  goods  were  imported  to  the  value  of  $136,- 
740,889,  and  free  goods  to  the  value  of  $114,650,060,  making  a  total 
of  $251,391,559.  Last  year  the  total  dutiable  goods  for  the  three 
months  amoimted  to  $153,027,946  and  free  goods  to  $138,891,310,  a 
total  of  $291,919,255.  The  duty  collected  this  year  amounted  to 
$42,250,761,  as  against  $46,287,690  in  1917. 

The  decrease  in  exports  was  much  greater  than  that  of  imports 
for  the  three  months  when  compared  with  1917,  totaling  $71,815,047. 
The  total  exports  (domestic)  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  last 
fiscal  year  were  $330,488,526.  The  decline,  as  shown  by  statistics, 
was  partly  in  the  export  of  manufactured  articles. 

Domestic  manufactured  articles  during  the  three-month  period 
last  year  were  exported  to  the  value  of  $1.'!2.830,441,  while  this  year 
Alports  of  this  nature  totaled  only  $108,740,251.  The  chief  decline 
was  in  the  export  of  agricultural  products,  the  totals  being  $141,- 
105,607  in  1917  as  against  $31,502,062  this  year,  a  decrease  of 
$59,603,545. 

OFEBINQ  OF  A  COHUEBCIAL  LIBEABT  IN  LEEDS. 

'  (CoDsul  PcrcivBl  GaMElt,  Lcpds,  EnglBLd,  July  11. | 
On  July  8  a  room  in  the  Library  and  Arts  Building,  the  begin- 
ning of  what  it  is  hoped  in  time  will  be  an  extensive  commercial  and 
technical  library,  was  opened  in  Leeds  by  the  lord  mayor  before  a 
r^resentative  body  of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  the  district,  and 
guests.    The  library  will  be  free  to  the  public. 

To  cooperate  fully  with  so  excellent  an  object  and  to  promote 
American  export  trade,  this  consulate  immediately  offered  to  supply 
the  library  with  all  numbers  of  the  commercial  magazines  and  trade 
papers  sent  regularly  to  the  consulate,  as  soon  as  they  are  replaced 
by  the  current  number.  This  offer  was  gratefully  accepted  by  the 
librarian.  By  agreement  with  him  the  copies  sent  to  tho  library  will 
have  a  slip  inside,  stating  that  the  current  number  of  the  publication 
can  be  seen  at  the  American  consulate. 

By  this  method  it  is  thought  that  many  more  American  mnnu- 
factures  can  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  Leeds  manufncturci-s  than 
would  otherwise  be  the  case  if  simply  filed  at  the  consulate. 
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COHDITIOHS  IH  IQDL&HD'S  lAOK  AHB  STEEL  IHSUSTRT/ 

[Coaaul  E.  naldemnn  Penntson,  Birmingham,  England,  Jut;  10.1 
The  Eiiginper  in  its  weekly  review  says  that  so  far  notiiing  appears 
to  have  come  from  (he  application  of  the  Staffordshire  iron  trade 
to  see  if  something  could  not  be  done  to  prev«it  the  migration  of 
puddlcrs  and  certain  other  ironworks'  labor  to  the  better-paid  muni- 
tions factories  with  their  less  laborious  employment.  Blast  furnaces 
and  fini^ied  ironworks  are  complaining  under  this  head.  Orders  at 
the  ironworks  continue  plentiiHil,  and  producers  in  Birmingham  are 
again  l>eing  offered  much  more  new  Inisineas  than  they  can  possiWy 
accept, 
SIiMt  and  Bar  Iron  for  War  Require mentt. 

The  shoct-iron  trade  is  busier  than  for  some  time  past.  The  slieet 
mills  of  the  district,  which  were  only  partially  t^gaged  some  time 
ago,  have  now  no  difficulty  in  malcing  full,  time,  subject  to  supplies 
of  raw  materials  ajid  labor.  The  demand  for  aircraft  matei-ial  ia 
increasing,  wlule  a  growing  proportion  of  the  tinned  sheets  rolled  is 
for  some  class  of  war  material  or  other.  The 'har-irori  laakers, 
whether  first  or  second  class,  have  a  gi'eat  many  s]«cial  oi-dere  in 
hand.  "Marked"  bars  keep  at  £16  ($7T.86)  net  at  makers'  works, 
with  the  exception  of  .Tolui  Bradley  &  Co-'s  brand,  which  is  £17 
($82.73)  per  ton.  Merchant  bars  of  good  quality  are  £15  10s, 
{$75.i2)  and  on  to  £16  ($77.80)  per  ton  net,  delivered  to  consumers, 
while  common  iron  is  £14  12s.  3d.  ($7L11)  and  upwanl  per  ton  net, 
delivei-ed  to  district  buyers.  The  high-water  mark  which  coutinuee 
to  rule  in  connection  with  demand  in  eveiy  department  of  the  bar 
trade  is  a  most  encom-aging  circumstance.  This  department  is  of 
such  vastly  superior  size  to  any  other  in  the  whole  of  the  South  Staf- 
fordshire market  that  its  prosperity  is  matter  of  tiie  very  fii-st  im- 
portance. Tube  strip  is  steady,  and  deliveries  less  than  requirement. 
Blut-Pnntaoe  ActlTltles  Setacded. 

Blast-furnace  activities  are  unremitting.  For  some  little  time  past 
it  has  been  the  policy  of  producers  to  keep  customers  supplied  with 
small  deliveries  only  as  they  become  available  rather  than  to  bind 
themselves  for  long  contracts.  Primary  requisitions  for  war  work 
leave  makers  very  little  liberty,  and  this  "  hand-to-monfh  "  policy  ia 
therefore  persevered  in.  In  Birmingham  the  settled  indisposition  to  . 
enter  into  new  commitments  is  intensified  by  the  new  situation  created 
by  the  official  advance  in  coal  prices  of  2s.  6d.  ($0.60)  per  ton,  with  a 
proportionate  advance  on  coke.  Ironmasters,  suffering  themselves, 
expressed  gratification  that  nearlv  allied  key  industries,  like  coal 
mining,  ai-e  not  to  be  further  weakened  by  the  impressment  of  men 
for  the  services.  It  is  understood  that  of  the  100,000  miners  who  were 
to  have  been  called  ap,  the  last  2;>,000  will  now  be  left  in  the  pits  to 
assist  in  keeping  the  output  of  steam  coal,  so  necessary  to  the  iron 
trade,  up  to  such  a  level  as  will  avert  iron-trade  disorganization. 
Bcservcs  of  fuel  at  the  ironworks  are  rapidly  being  used  up.  Owing 
very  largely  to  the  fuel  shortage,  as  well  as  because  the  furnaces 
have  had  to  bo  turned  on  to  basic  qualities,  best  foundry  grades  are 
still  not  forthcoming  in  anything  near  the  quantities  badly  required. 
In  Birmingham  there  is  again  serious  complaining  about  this  mJn- 
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adivMy  by  ironfouodere  and  engineers.    Meanwhile  small  lots  of 
"  white  "  iron  were  offered  at  Is.  ($0.24)  per  ton  below  the  maximum 
for  forge  iron. 
Eai7  steel— EnffiiiceilBg  Trades. 

Easy  steel  is  the  keynote  of  the  steel  market  at  date.  It  is  each 
week  becoming  increasingly  manifest  that  Britisli  rolled  steel  out- 
put haa  now  so  greatly  increased  that  deliveries  are  easier  than  at 
any  time  during  the  past  three  and  a  half  years.  The  same  condi- 
tion relates  also  to  the  railway  wagon  firms,  tube  makers,  and  other 
large  consumers.  The  changed  conditions  are  greatly  appreciated. 
Further  efforts  were  of  late  made  to  secure  supplies  of  American 
steel,  but  these  supplies  are  not  now  wanted. 

The  reorganization  of  the  Birmingham  district  industrial  resources, 
which  has  been  carried  out  over  the  last  year  or  two  in  view  of  war 
necessities,  has  given  the  Birmingham  area  now  such  vast  pro- 
Huotive  power  in  all  branches  and  departments  of  engineering  work 
that  it  is  being  found  possible  at  the  present  time  to  make  large 
transfers  of  men  to  the  army  without  imperiling  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  the  engineering  industry  here.  (>rtain  branches, 
however,  are  still  undergoing  development  and  are  dependent  upon 
augmented  man  power  as  well  ns  npon  additional  mechanical  equip- 
ment. The  enlarged  industrial  effort  in  the  engineering  trades  of 
this  part  of  the  Kin^om  has  now  passed  its  maximum.  The  slack- 
ing of  the  trade  tension  does  not  imply,  however,  that  the  situation 
has  become  in  any  sense  less  immediately  prosperous.  Respecting 
the  metal-rolling  business,  although  this  important  Birmingham 
branch  is  no  longer  subject  to  the  sustained  pressure  formerly  ex- 
perienced wlien  the  Government  demand  for  muuitions  was  at  high- 
water  mark,  the  rolling  mills  for  the  most  part  keep  well  engaged. 


TO  IVCAEA8E  YIELD  OF  INBTTSTBIAL  ALCOHOL  IK  AUSTRALIA. 

IHowaid  A.  Treat,  Mcretar?  to  roiBuierrtal  adacb*,  Mellwiinit,  June  22.] 
A  Special  committee  of  the  Bureau  of  Science  and  Industry,  which 
has  been  appcHntwl  to  inquire  into  means  for  increasing  the  Austra- 
lian supply  of  industrial  alcohol,  has  reached  the  conclusion  that 
this  can  be  done  immediately  by  diverting  a  portion  of  the  distilling 
plant  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  potable  s])irits  to  the  manu- 
facture of  induetrial  alcohol.     It  makes  recommendations  as  follows: 

1.  That  In  orOer  to  di'velop  tlie  use  oC  alcoliol  fur  power  iiurposra  and  to 
encourage  the  production  of  tlic  riiw  mnlerlnl  iipou  wliich  the  manufactare 
at  power  alcobol  depend.i,  the  nGecsaary  «<-tloQ  be  tnkpn  to  nllow  of  the  manu-  • 
factare  and  uk  tn  Au»trn1[s  ol  "  power  alrohol."  denatured  with  2  per  cent 
of  either  (a)  those  fractions  of  coal  tsr  dlstillateit  wliich  are  obtained  at  a 
temperature  of  from  170°  C.  to  230°  C  or  (6)  creosote  oil,  1.  e.,  sutli  coal  tar 
oil  distillates  ns  are  specified  above  after  tiipy  bnve  been  deprlve<l  of  their  tar 
add  contents. 

2.  Tbnt  an  allowance  at  the  rate  of  3  pence  per  Ralloa  be  granted  by  tha 
Conunonwealth  Gorernnient  on  "  power  alcohol  "  denutured  In  tlie  above- manner 
and  manufactured  in  Australia  from  raw  materials  jiroduced  In  Australia,  bj 
way  of  reimbursement  of  the  extra  cost  rauMHl  by  final  restrictions  on  the  manu- 
fectore  of  alcohol. 

3.  That  a  bonus,  also  a  rate  of  3  pence  per  gallon,  be  cranted  by  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  ou  such  "  jiower  alcohol"  in  order  to  t'licourage  Ita 
manufacture  and  to  ilevelo[)  the  primary  iIuhl,strle^^  on  wtiicb  the  supply  of  the 
necesaarj'  raw  material  depends. 
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CHEAf  ITREF200P  BOOFrETG  HEEDED  IK  PEILIFFINES. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  cornspoDdeot,  Utolla.] 

Tiie  problem  of  fireproof  rooiing  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily 
solved  in  the  Philippines.  At  present,  the  roofing  material  of  the 
average  Philippine  house  is  nipa  or  grass  thatch,  both  of  M'hich  are 
highly  inflammable.  Cornigated  iron  roofing  and  excellent  tiles  for 
roofing  are  imported,  but  for  the  average  man  these  are  out  of  the' 
question  because  of  the  cost  of  building  a  house  that  will  support 
toem  and  because  of  the  prices  at  which  these  rooiing  materials  sell. 
Snbstltnte  for  Hipa  KoofiiiK  Songht 

A  number  of  attempts  have  been  made  to  discover  or  devise  a  fire- 
proof substitute  for  nipa,  but  none  of  these  have  met  with  complete 
success.  The  most  promising  efi'oFt  has  been  that  of  the  Philippine 
Health  Service,  in  connection  with  the  model  house  designed  by  that 
service.  Tliis  rooftng  material  used  is  composed  of  cement,  sand,  and 
ipa  (husks  of  rice),  reinforced  by  bamboo.  For  what  is  known  as  a 
first-class  mixture  the  ingredients  are  one  part  each  of  cement,  sand^ 
and  ipa.  Shingles  of  this  mixture  for  roofing  weigh  from  850  to 
1,000  grams  each.  From  450  to  500  shingles  can  be  made  from  a 
barrel  of  cement,  making  the  cost  per  shingle  about  1^  cents.  A 
house  6  by  10  meters  (about  20  by  33  feet)  requires  2,400  shingles. 

The  Philippine  Health  Service  has  experimented  a  great  deal  with 
tliis  material  and  reports  that  it  has  proved  a  succei^s  from  the  vari- 
ous standpoints  of  cheapness,  noninnammability,  and  resistance  to 
water.  It  is  also  approved  by  the  chief  of  the  fii-e  department  of 
Manila. 


Clay  TUes  IFsed — Booftng  Faper.    --•— *-^    ■*-  '  '"' ' 

The  consulting  architect  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Works,  however, 
does  not  approve  the  material  and  says  that  it  is  "  not  considered  a 
durable,  dry,  or  economical  roof.  It  is  not  permitted  that  this  type 
of  construction  be  used  for  Government  builaings  in  the  Philippines. 
The  mechanical  principles  of  the  roof  are  considered  faulty,  and 
cement  is  not  a  desirable  material  for  shingles,"  Tliis  authority 
maintains  that  the  logical  fireproof  roofing  material  for  the  Philip- 
pines is  clay  tiles.  He  says  of  other  forms  of  roofing:  "Various 
forms  of  bituminous  roofing  can  be  used  in  the  Tropics,  but  so  far 
results  have  not  been  remarkably  satisfactory,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  formulas  of  same  have  not  been  regulated  with  respect  to  tropical 
temperatures." 

For  some  time  the  Bureau  of  Science  has  been  experimenting  with 
various  clays  found  in  the  Philippines  and  has  made  a  roofing  til© 
that  is  lighter  than  those  imported  or  those  used  in  Java.  It  is 
claimed  for  this  tiie  that  it  is  not  too  heavy  for  the  bamboo  frame- 
work of  the  average  nipa  house  of  the  Philippines  and  is  at  the  same 
time  cheap  and  durable. 

Several  varieties  of  roofing  paper  treated  in  different  ways  have 
been  imported  from  time  to  time.  But  these  have  not  been  looked  on 
with  favor  by  the  insurance  board,  which  has  classified  them  aa 
"soft"  materials.  Houses  roofed  with  these  have  carried  higher 
rates  for  insurance. 
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Eztenstre  Katktt  for  Sfttlsfaotoir  Xaterlal. 

The  inventor  who  hopes  to  sell  a  fireproof  roofing  material  as  a 
substitute  for  nipa  and  grass  thatch  in  the  Philippines  must  have  in 
mind  a  house  costing  completed  as  low  as  $250  or  even  less.  He  must 
have  in  mind  a  supporting  framework  made  of  hollow  hamboo  poles, 
fastened  together  by  pegs  and  thongs  of  bejuco,  or  rattan.  He  must 
also  take  into  consideration  the  rainy  season,  during  which  vast 
amounts  of  water  fall  nn^  the  atmosphere  is  for  long  periods  of  time 
very  highly  saturated,  subjecting  all  building  materials  to  severe 
tests  from  a  tendency  to  rot.  The  rainy  season  is  often  accompanied 
by  baguios  (typhoons),  during  which  very  high  winds  prevail,  re- 
quiring that  roofs  be  very  securely  fastened  in  place. 

For  a  material  that  will  meet  the  requirements  and  get  into  tlie 
Philippine  market  before  tiles  made  from  local  clay  have  been 
brought  to  the  perfection  that  is  sought  for  them,  there  will  be  a 
ffXy  extensive  market.  The  conflagrations  that  sweep  the  nipa  and 
thatched  districts  yearly  entail  vast  losses  and  no  end  of  suiFering  and 
'■  ■      s  on  the  people  of  the  Philippines.  . 


FUTURE  OF  SILVICULTUBE  IN  UmTES  KINODOH. 

tAbdtract  of  arllclps  In  Timtwr  TMdcs  JournnI,  Loadnn.  June  8,  Junp  15,  uiid  June  22-1 

There  are  said  to  be  about  77,000,000  acres  of  hill  and  dale  land 
in  the  British  Isles,  of  which  43,000,000  acres  are  devoted  to  agri- 
culture. The  remainder  has  been  further  subdivided  as  follows :  One 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  lakes  and  rivers;  3,000,000  acres  of  forest  ■ 
and  woodland ;  13,000,000  acres  of  mountain  and  heath  land ;  1,000,- 
OOO  acres  of  b<^  and  marsh  land  in  Ireland;  and  11.000.000  acres  of 
SOHwUed  barren  land,  which  is  occupied  by  towns,  villages,  roads, 
railways,  gardens,  and  pleasure  grounds.  It  may  be  assumed  that  at 
least  5,000,000  aci-es  (exclusive  of  the  3,000,000  acres  already  said  to 
be  forest  and  woodland)  are  suitable  for  silvicultural  purposes, 
thereby  augmenting  Uie  silvicultural  land  to  8,000,000  acres. 

Silvioultiire  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  never  been  organized  in 
a  systematic  way:  but  after  the  war  it  is  important  that  the  State 
should  acquire  from  the  present  owners  the  afforested  and  afforest- 
able  nonagricultural  land  and  should  proceed  to  the  development  of 
this  industry.  In  this  way  Great  Britain  could  grow  the  bulk  of  its 
own  timber,  great  and  small,  for  home  consumption,  and  great  im- 
provement in  quality,  as  well  as  in  quantity,  might  bp  anticipated. 
An  elaborated  scheme  of  afforestation  would  also  nirnish  an  excellent 
opportunily  for  employment  to  the  soldiers  when  they  ai"e  disbanded 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  The  State  has  been  experimenting  for  some 
years  on  a  small  scale  at  Inverleven,  in  tlie  western  highlands  of 
Scotland,  so  that  data  are  at  hand  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  a  definite 
system  of  silviculture.  ^ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  council  of  the  Central  and  Associated  Cliam- 
bers  of  Agriculture  in  June,  a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted 
expressing  the  opinion  that  pending  the  afipointment  of  a  permanent 
Forestry  Authority,  the  forestry  subcommittee  of  the  Reconstruction 
Committee  should  be  empowered  to  carry  out  the  recommondfttions 
embodied  in  its  final  report.  The  meeting  emphasized  the  necessity 
of  obtaining  seedlings  and  seeds  before  the  war  demand  should  have, 
exhausted  the  available  timber. 
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SIAHESE  TRADi:  IN  HATS  AND  CAPS. 

[Vice  CoDBut  Curl  C  tlaBBCB,  Bansliok.]  ^ 

Siam's  trade  in  foreign-made  hats  and  caps  declined  somewliat 
during  the  fiscal  years  1914-15  and  1915-16,  but  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31, 1917,  the  importe  of  these  articles  of  clothing  nearly 
reached  the  record  figures  oi  1913-14.  The  declared  import  values 
for  the  last  five  fiscal  years  were  $239,320  for  1912-13,  ^55,555  for 
1913-14,  $155,578  for  1914-15,  $110,936  for  1915-16,  and  $235,748  for 
191G-17.  The  share  of  the  various  countries  in  this  trade  was  as 
follows  for  the  years  given  helow: 


Country. 

1914  IS 

m^.6 

lOK^lT- 

c^w. 

...►u 

ms-w 

191ft-17 

17 

H 

9> 

II 

tii,fr74 

11,631 
U,B32 

t]8,J79 
U.lSl 

"■ffi 

1 

11,963 

3,656 

Unlifd  Kingdom 

AUotbctcoimlrJw.... 

2i,m 

U,S62 

'"•"" 

uo,a» 

235,7*8 

ag 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  considerable  (juantities  of  these  goods  may 
have  reached  this  country  from  the  United  States  indirectly  through 
ports  of  transshipment,  like  Hongkong  and  Singapore,  as  the  customs 
figures  given  in  this  report  refer  to  commercial  transactions  of  the 
last  port  of  consignment  only,  and  not  to  the  country  of  production. 

AOBICTJLTiraAL  EDUCATION  IN  AUSTBAUA. 

IBoward  A.  Treat,  aecreCar;  to  commcrdBl  atlacbt,  Melboaroe,  June  22.] 
The  conference  appointed  by  the  chamber  of  agriculture,  in  which 
was  represented  the  educational  department,  the  department  of  agri- 
culture, the  chamber  of  agi-iculture,  and  the  council  of  agricultural 
education,  has  just  submitted  the  following  recommendations: 

That  agrlculturnl  scholarships  should  be  provided  to  irnptls  at  district  high 
Bciioois.  That  more  Bpeclalist  teachere  of  iigriculturc  should  be  trained  for 
high  schools.  That  saramer  schools  and  refresher  courses  should  be  provldetl 
for  teachers  ol  agriculture.  The  group  Bysteii)  of  couductlng  agrrlcultural  teach- 
ing slioulil  be  extended.  The  appolutment  of  an  Inspector  of  agricultural  educa- 
tion, such  appointee  to  have  the  same  status  and  salary  as  those  of  a  senior  in- 
spector. The  duties  of  such  an  ofBcer  would  be:  <a)  To  direct,  organize,  ana 
inspect  the  teaching  of  agriculture  In  elementary  schools;  (b)  to  direct  the 
development  of  a  sound  system  of  agricultural  teuclilng  in  higb  schools;  (c)  to 
Inspect  and  examine  agricultural  colleges  for  the  purpose  of  university  recogni- 
tion; (d)  to  organize  refresher  courses  and  vacation  schools  for  teachers  of 
aRrlculture. 

That  a  properly  equipped  school  of  agriculture  be  established  at  the  uni- 
versity, and  that  the  proposals  recently  made  by  the  university  council  to  the 
Government  for  the  development  of  agricultural  teaching  at  tlie  university  be 
adopted.  That  an  outside  board  of  examiners  be  appointed  to  work  in  conjuno 
tlou  with  the  staff  of  the  agricultural  college. 


HAXIHXrU  PRICE  IN  ITAIT  FOB  SULPHIDE  OF  CABBOH. 

(CoDBul  General  Davia  F.  Wilbet,  Genoa,  July  a.J 

Tlie  Gazzetta  XJfficiale  of  June  11  contains  a  decree  to  the  effect  that 
the  maximum  price  in  authorized  contracts  for  sulphide  of  carbon 
is  raised  to  220  lire  per  quintal,  f,  o.  b.  station  of  departure,  with- 
obligation  of  return  of  casks  at  the  expense  of  the  consignee  free 
station  of  seller. 
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SBi-BOBlTE  THASE  OF  BEITISE  INDIA. 

The  rise  in  prices  of  the  country's  export  proditcts,  coupled  with 
phenomenally  Mgh  ratee  of  freight  in  the  case  of  imports,  brought 
the  value  of  British  India's  sea-borne  commeroi  in  the  calendar  year 
1917  up  to  $1^33,187,160— a  sum  exceeded  but  twice  (in  1012  and 
1913)  during  the  last  decade.  This  total,  wliich  refers  to  transac- 
tions in  private  merchandise  only  (with  the  exception  of  "wheat, 
Eanne4  cowhides,  and  other  articles  of  national  iniporfimce  exportrd 
on  Government  account"),  is  made  up  of  imports  $480,839,549; 
reexports,  $24,876,380;  and  Indian  exports,  $727,471,231,  and  com- 
pares with  the  corresponding  totals  of  the  preceding  four  years  as 
^Uows: 


CstoDdurMT. 

rmpotU. 

Export!!. 

T«,«... 

Foccljn. 

I«B... 

T.,.,. 

IMS 

fMI,MS,432 
W7;<>Si:48l 

rat,  153, 878 
67i,m.m 

578, 960,  SM 

t7e7,llS,g7g 

»1,  Ml,  681, 330 

j«» 

i,i:6,e»,2» 

Publication  of  data  relating  to  the  movement  of  private  treasure 
into  and  from  British  India  by  sea  has  been  temporarily  discon- 
tinued. 
ImpoTti,  by  Chief  Oronps. 

Most  of  the  yeai's  gain  in  imports  was  in  "Aiticlcs  wholly  or 
mainly  manufactured" — particularly  "Yams  imd  textile  fabrics" 
under  that  clarification — and  "Miscellaneous,"  imports  of  "Food, 
drink,  and  tobacco,"  showing  a  falling  off  of  more  than  $5,000,000, 
and  raw  materials  recording  a  gain  of  less  than  $1,000,000.  How 
the  1917  imports  compared  with  those  of  earlier  years  can  be  seen 
from  the  following  table : 
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ChsslfleaUon. 
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Of  the  merchandise  importpd  into  British  India  during  1917  Ben- 
gal received  $183.r)98.fi40  worth,  Bombav  $180,192,970,  Sind  $41,626,- 
C81,  Madras  $40,878,580,  and  Burma  $34,542,772. 
Ezporti,  ij  Hain  CUiilUcatioiK. 

Among  the  exports,  only  "Food,  drink,  and  tobacco"  exceeded  in 
value  the  shipments  of  1916,  but  the  gain  in  this  group  •<$48,000,0O0) 
■was  sufficient  to  offset  the  declines  in  the  other  three  groups  (raw 
materials  alone  declined  by  $30,000,000)  so  that  the  year's  total  fell 
only  $1,000,000  short  of  the  total  for  1916.  A  comparative  table  of 
British  India's  exports  of  native  produce  by  sea  for  the  past  five  years 
follows: 
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I  Inrlnde*  lh»  ralna  ol  wbrit,  taniiBd  nnrhldus,  and  otlmr  qHIcIk  of  nillona]  Importann  cijiotted  on 
Ooronunml  aitount. 

Bengal  supplied  $264,900,789  worth  of  the  Indian  merchandise 
exported  during  1917,  Bombay  $227,718,991  worth.  Sind  $95,821,322, 
Madriis  $74,551,fi02,  and  Burma  $64,478,327. 

RAFTDTO  SWEDISH  LUHBEB  ACBOSS  NOETH  SEA. 
According  to  the  British  Timber  Trades  Joiimal  of  June  8,  the 
Bafanut  AKtiobolaget  has  beeii  formed  in  Stocldiolm  to  exploit  new 
methods  of  aUipping  wood,  in  view  of  the  anticipated  shortage  of 
tonnsgc  after  the  war.  The  plan  is  to  raft  the  lumber  across  the 
North  Sea,  and  it  is  to  be  specially  noted  that  the  compnny's  idea  is 
to  facilitate  the  shipment  of  sawn  goods.  Some  previoiis  experi- 
ments in  floating  large  masijes  of  logs  ha^e  been  successful,  but  it  is 
thought  that  no  previous  attempts  have  been  made  to  Hoat  sawn 
goods  long  distances  at  sea.. 

Developing  the  Sngar-Beet  Industry  ia  Victoria,  Australia. 
An  cflfort  is  being  made  to  develop  the  siigar-l>eet  industry  at 
■Wamiambool,  in  the  western  district  of  Victoria,  Australia,  in  view 
of  the  success  of  that  iiidustry  at  Mati'ia  and  bti^^od  on  the  fact  that  in 
that  district  there  are  hundreds  of  acres  of  lanil  well  ndnptcd  to  rais- 
ing the  sugar  beet,  both  for  sugar  and  for  fodder.  C_H)t)t^lc 
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FEOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBNIEEHT  STJFFUES  AlH)  OOHSTBTTCTIOH. 

[rorrenpondcnce  ibnald  be  dlrMt  wltb  the  offlMi  named,  and  ■pecUlc&tloiii  and  otber 
iDlormstlon  can  nsnallr  be  obtained  at  the  points  vhere  the  pxma  are  to  be  dettrered 
or  Ibe  wort  Is  to  be  pertormed.  In  mbcb  wbere  the  time  llnilt  U  too  short  to  permit 
OrniB  to  submit  tendprs,  tbey  sbould  ask  to  be  plsred  on  the  malllnR  lU'B  ol  aucb  oSCca 
to  receive  notices  callmi  tot  lutDta  supplies  oi  vork  of  a  almllar  nature.] 

Construction  work,  No.  5348. — Sealed  proposals  wlU  be  received  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  Baltimore,  Md.,  until  August  15,  1918,  for  coustnictlng 
retalolog  wall  and  improvenients  to  storehouse  Chlocoteague  Lighthouse 
Keservatlon,  Chincoteague,  Va. 

Panama  Canal  tupplie*.  No.  5349.— Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  die  office 
of  the  General  li'urchasing  Officer,  The  Panama  Canal,  Waahlngton,  D.  C, 
until  Auga^t  14,  1918,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
ileck  at  either  Cristobal  (Atlantic  port)  or  Balboa  (Pacific  port).  Canal 
Zone,  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the  following:  Galvanized  pipe,  sizing  wire.  Iron 
or  steel  washers,  rivets,  bolts,  nuts,  brass  tuhing,  boiler  fcmiles,  wire  net- 
ting, anchor  lights,  life  raft,  storage  batteries,  gloss,  leather  and  canvas 
belting,  pipe  covering,  automobile  tires  and  tubes,  fire  and  water  hose,  rub- 
ber tubing,  rubber  and  flax  packing,  asbestos  and  buckskin  gloves,  maiiUa 
rope,  marline,  linoleum,  sheeting,  cheesecloth,  brushea,  fire  brick,  chln«- 
ware,  paint,  wool  alcohol,  coal  tar,  lead  pencils,  emery  cloth,  sandpaper, 
writing  paper,  and  lumber.    Circular  No.  1225. 

Btationenf  tupplie».  No.  53C0.— Sealed  proposals  wilt  he  recelred  nt  the  Field 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C..  until  Au- 
gust 9,  1918,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  notebooks,  Stuinnon  files,  black 
and  red  Ink  powder  or  tablets,  blotting  paper,  pliotographers'  paste,  cops- 
lug  pencils,  penholders,  wood  rulers,  pads  for  penalty  stamps,  and  diagnosis 
tags.    Circular  849. 

Earlhipork  oonitrw^tion.  No.  5351. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
olTice  of  the  Mississippi  River  Commission,  flnit  and  second  districts,  cus- 
tomhouse, Memphis,  Teun.  until  August  19,  1918,  for  constructing  about 
112,000  cubic  yards  of  eartliwoik  in  the  lower  St.  Francis  levee  district 

Hoapital  tuppJlcM,  No.  5352. — Sealed  proposals  wilt  he  received  at  the  Field 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  n.  C,  until 
August  10,  I&IS,  for  fuTUishinE  and  delivering  the  following:  Hard-rubber 
pill  tiles,  pouches  for  rubber  gloves,  hard-rubber  sprintlers,  rubber  stop- 
pers, penis  syringes,  rectal  syringes,  tourniquets  and  bandages,  stomach 
tubes,  rubber  bulbs,  and  rubber  gloves.    Circular  No.  847. 

Lo6or  and  material.  No.  5353. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Jersey  Avenue  SK, 
WashluRlon,  D.  C,  until  August  7,  1918,  for  furnishing  labor  and  material 
for  constructing  15  chart  cases. 

2/trficaf  supplies,  No.  5354. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  until  August 
5,  1918,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  albuminomcters,  dropping  bottles, 
burettes,  casseroles,  centrifuge  tubes,  color  comparison  tubes,  glass  con- 
densers, Gooch  crucible.*,  fllterliig  crucibles,  glass  cylinders,  petri  dishes, 
culture  dishes,  stender  dishes,  glass  funnels,  cniilin  jars,  pipettes,  glass  rods, 
mici-o  slides,  speclflc-gnivlty  bottles,  glass  stopcocks,  test  tubes,  chemical 
thermometers,  folin  tubes,  shell  vials,  etc.    Circular  No,  546. 


OFHCES  OF  TEE  BUBEAU  OF  EOBEION  A^S  DOJCESTIC  COUUEBCE. 

DISTBICT  OFFICES.  COOPEBITITB  OFFICES. 

KEW  TOBEi   ',U   CsitonkoBie. 
BOSTON:  1801  CutonboDit, 
CHICAGO:  S04  Ffdrrml  BslldlBg. 


KEW  OXISHNS:  10£0  HlbcraU  B 
SIN  FBISCISCO:  SH;  Cii(tvmhau 
SEiTTLKi  SiS  Htai>  BDlldla*. 


CLECKUNP:  Chaabti  of 
CI^a.'<NA1I:  Cbunkir  or  ComBciee. 
ClNCINMTIi  aracrsl  Frelskt  A(eat, 

BallKai,  9t  InsalU  BnUdl^. 
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COHUOSITY  LIST  FOB  EUROPEAN  HOLLAND  AND  DEITIURK 

PEOPEE. 

The  War  Trade  Board,  in  a  new  ruling,  W,  T,  B.  R.  180,  announces 
the  adoption  of  the  following  regulations  with  respect  to  the  expor- 
tation of  certain  commodititis  to  European  Holland  and  Denmark 
proper ; 

(1)  The  list  of  commodities  which  will  be  considered  for  exporta- 
tion to  £urot>ean  Holland  and'  Denmark  proper  lias  been  revise<l. 
Applications  for  licenses  to  export  the  commodities  as  listed  below 
will  now  be  given  consideration.  Previous  announcements  with  re- 
spect to  such  commodities  { W.  T.  B.  R.  50,  Feb.  20, 1918 ;  W.  T.  B.  R. 
96,  Apr.  20,  1918;  W.  T.  B.  R.  118,  May  22,  1918;  W.  T.  B.  R.  146, 
June  20,  1918)  are  hereby  withdrawn. 

(2)  The  list  of  commodities  which  will  now  be  considered  for  ex- 
portation to  European  Holland  and  Denmarl^  proper  is  as  follows: 


AOOing  and  colculating  machiues. 

Alabaster  for  statu  a  ry. 

Artists'  materliJs,  excluding  oils  and 
turpentine. 

Athletic  goods,  not  containing  rubber 
or  leather. 

Automobiles  (passenger),  bloycTpR,  mo- 
torcycles, and  spare  parts  of,  but  no 
tires  and  no  accessories. 

Buttons,  bone  or  horn. 

Ootpets,  oriental,  of  high  value. 

Cash  registers. 

China, 

China  clay. 
>  Cioclis,     Including     clocks-  for     time 
checking. 

Clothing  >made  up  'ol  sillc  or  mixed 
silk. 

Ceral, 


(Jullery : 

Knives — tables,  dessert,  butchers', 
cooks',  bread,  carving,  pocket, 
hunting,  painters',  |>nlette.  shoe- 
makers', pruning,  budding,  and 

Selssora 

Steel  forks,  table  and  carvlnp. 
Itazors,    Including    safely    razors 
and  blades  not  containing  nickel 

Dnigs: 

Acetyl  Bolycyl I c  acid. 

Aconite,  pure. 

Agnrlcin. 

Altlineae  root. 

Amidol  and  substllules. 

Argentamlne. 

Arsenobliiu. 
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ArBt'nouB  noiA 

Barium  sulphuric,  pure,  for  X-roy. 

Betik  imptlio]. 

Broffllne. 

Bu  ty  1  c!  1 !  oru  I  liy  (I  rn  tc. 

OamomUc 

Chromic   acW. 

Dlnothvlburbfurlc  acid. 

Dtsl  talis. 

Encaine. 

Ferric  compounds. 

Fruit  of  fennel. 

Hydrobro^plc  acid. 

IcIiUifol. 

Inula  rftot. 

Iron,  reduced. 

KMrsevoo. 

Iahtm  of  hyosf^yHDias. 

Metol. 

Nitrate  ot  eilver. 

Oplufii  ftll<aloid«. 

Punildelij'de. 

Phenacetine. 

SoilcyJic  acid. 

Sodium  arsenate. 

Sodium  bromide. 

Soiliuni  cncmlylnte. 

Sodium  nltropruslde. 

Sodium  salicylate. 

Snlpbtirli;  «cld. 

VeronaJ. 
Deotol  burs,  dcutal  filliusB  oUier  (Lau 
Buch   OS  contain   platinum   or   oilier 
oere  metals. 
DUmoods,  otbv  tli>D  InduMriaL 
Dyes  and  dyeatuSa. 
Elarthenware. 

Electroplated    goods    nud    Bllverwarc 
contalnlns  not  mor«  than  5  per  ccDt 
DLAel  or  «oppef. 
Feathers  of  hl^h  value. 
Films,  cinema. 
Flowera,  artificial. 
Flower  seeds,  excciit  seeds  of  oll-beax- 

Ittg  TilantB. 
Fountain  ticna. 
Furs  cf  high  value. 
Gauge  glasses. 
Glass\\"are. 

Hair   omamente    and    combs,    except 
audi    ns    are    mnnnfactured    from 
ca seine  or  corozo. 
Hardware  for  builders  it  of  Iron  or 

stcd. 
Eats,  triiuiued  ready  fur  use. 
Hals,  straw. 

Household    furnlKhlnES,    fiKturas  juid 

equipment  If  luaoufuctored  i^  wood, 

iron,  or  yfeel. 

Jewelry,  Imitation.  ,    ,  ~ 

Lac('s,'iiaii<I'"i''le.  such  as  jiKLltPMe. 

fi^Rbrs.  loiMie'  ioaf,  Jiud  slmflur  nta- 

-tlonprr.'--  ■)■■  ,  r-   i  ■    ,1  ',1' 

(3)  Prospective  importPTfi  in 
from   ti*e   Netherlands   Overseas 


I/cntlisri:.  tmltatlon,  made  np  for  hats. 
Llghtliifc  fixture*  if  of  Iron  or  eteti. 
Machinery : 

.  .Ciittori' goods  machinery, 
L«uRdry,    not    containing    rubber 

or  copper. 
Susac  ruflulDK  machinery. 
Spare  of  reptacement  parts  of. 
Printing  presset)  sot  containing  na 
undue    proportion    of    copper, 
nickel,  ot  antimony. 
Tj-pe  setting  and  type  casting,  ex- 
cludlnn  type  metal. 
Marble  for  statuary. 
Hetilcal  end  surgical  appl^incea,  other 

than  those  coDtalnlDg  rubber. 
Moroeoo  leatlier,  amaU  fancy  articles. 
Musical  InetromentB,  except  wtien  aan- 

posed  entirely  or  mainly  at  taetala. 
Office  furniture,  equipment,  and  rap- 
piles. 
Oil  paintings. 

Opera  glnwes  for  qm  Lq  tbeaters. 
Paper     mnt«ria.Ia,     fancT,     for    book 

Phonographs,  phonographic  records. 

Ptiotoer^^ilc  goods. 

I?lanos. 

Pen  nibs. 

I'crrumery,  but  not  oesaentlal  «i)a. 

Pictures,  reproductions  of. 

PreiloQB  stones,  neal  andfiultattoa. 

Ullibun  tHk. 

SiltcK  and   manufactures  thereof  «x- 

cept  gaze  a  blutolr  atMt  Asiatic  slllc 

or  simitar  allk  whercrer  maan&c- 
"taMd.    ' 
SaUcaiie. 
StuiUary  ware,  plumbers'  goods  ifiof 

Iron,  Bteel,  or  earthenware. 
ScTe\T  spanners  of  cydes. 
SewfDg  machines. 
Scales  end    balaiM«i    not    Isdstfns 

wcightE  of  ci>Bper  or  beasfi. 
Shrube. 
Spectadea 
Tobacco  pipes. 
Teeth,  arltficlai,  except  such  as  eonlialo 

platinum.    Iridium,    or   «ther    nars 

metals. 
Toothbrushes. 
Toilet    preparations  (excluding  «aap) 

nut  la  tin  or  lead  containers  nod  not 

containing  more  than  1  per  cent  «f 

glycerin. 
Toys. 

TriminiUfra,  sllk. 
Trulilcs,  fresh  or  pteservod. 
Typewriters  and  spare  parts  and  ne- 

cc.'sorles,  except  typewriter  rlbboBS 

uot  cut  i^or  uEC.'  and  «xccpt  ribbons 
,     civer  ?  inches  wlflo. 
■    Wall  paper.  ■  ■  ■  ..i- 

I  .WiBcs.-  ■/„.■,    ■  -  .. .     -    :  ..*■  ... 
European  Holland   should  j>btam 
Trust  Co.  an  import  certiEcflte. 
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_     _  /  '  , 

Upon  receipt  6i  the  certificate  the  importer  sliould  notify  the  proa- 

fective  exporter  that  such  a  certificate  has  been  obtained  and  advise 
im  of  the  serial  number  tliereof.  The  exporter  should  thereupon 
apply  to  the  War  Trade  Board,  Bureau  of  Exports,  Washington, 
D.  C,  for  an  export  license,  using  Application  Form  X  and  such 
eiipplemental  information  sheets  concerning  the  commodity  as  are 
required,  and,  in  addition,  furnish  on  Supplemental  Sheet  X-102. 
the  gross  weight  of  the  proposed  shipment  and  the  serial  number  of 
the  import  certificate  of  the  Netherlands  Overseas  Trust  Co. 

All  shipments  to  European  Holland  except  those  consigned  to  tlia^ 
Government  of  the  Netherlands  must  be  consigned  directly  to  and' 
only  to  the  Netherlands  Overseas  Trust  Co.  (W.  T.  B.  R.  77,  Mar. 
15,  1918).  .  ^ 

(4)  In  the  case  of  proposed  shipments  to  Denmark,  the  prospective 
importer  abroad  first  sliould  obtain  an  import  certificate  from  the 
Merchants'  Guild  of  Copenhagen  or  the  Danish  Chamber  of  Manu- 
facturers. When  this  certificate  is  received,  the  pi-ospective  im- 
porter should  advise  the  exporter  in  the  United  States  of  the  serial 
number.  Application  for  export  licenses  should  be  made  on  Applica- 
tion Form  X,  and  tlie  applicant  should  attach  thereto  the  appro- 
priate supplemental  information  sheets  and  also  Supplemental  In- 
formation Sheet  X-103,  upon  which  should  be  noted  the  Merchants' 
Guild  of  Copenhagen  or  the  Danish  Chamber  of  ilanufacturers* 
import  certificate  serial  number.  Such  shipments  need  not  be  con- 
signed to  the  Merchants'  Guild  of  Copenliagcn  or  the  Danish  Cham- 
ber-of  Manufacturers,  but  may  be  consigned  to  an  individual. 

(5)  Licenses  will  lie  valid  only  for  shipment  on  vessels  flying  the 
flag  of  the  country  to  which  commodities  are  destined. 


FINAITCINO  SHIPMENTS  TO  FOSTUOAL 
(Consal  OcDeral  Will  L.  LowDp,  LlBl>on,I 

Two  commodities,  cotton  and  tin  plate,  are  in  great  demand  for 
use  in  textile  mills  and  food-canning  factories.  Tho  usual  method 
of  purchase  is  as  follows : 

An  importer  wishes  to  place  an  order  with  an  American  house  for 
$100,000  worth  of  merchandise.  He  arranges  with  a  local  bank  to 
cable  credit  for  (his  amount  to  its  correspondent  in  the  United  States. 
Payment  for  the  merchandise  is  made  against  shipping  documents 
that  are  forwarded  direct  to  the  Lisbon  bank.  The  importer  may 
not  have  any  money  on  deposit  in  the  bank,  which  is  fully  protected 
by  the  documents.  Managers  of  the  financial  institutions  here  are 
familiar  with  local  demands  for  various  classes  of  merchandise  and 
know  they  take  no  risks  e^en  if  the  purchaser  should  not  be  able  to 
take  over  the  shipment,  for  they  are  protected  by  the  value  of  the 
goods.  Briefly,  the  American  bank  pays  for  the  goods  against  the 
credit  opened  by  the  Portuguese  bank  and  the  importer  pays  the 
$100,000,  plus  other  expenses,  for  them  when  he  takes  up  the  ship- 

Sing  documents.  As  there  are  frequent  delays  in  shipment  of  goods, 
ue  to  various  causes — lack  of  cargo  space,  export  licenses,  etc. — 
an  accumulation  of  credits  taltes  place.  This  quite  recently  reached 
on  estimated  sum  of  $30,000,000.  Assoon  as  a  cargo  of  freight  from 
the  United  States  is  removed  fitwn  the  local  customs  a  certain  amount 
of  credit  is  released  by  the  payments  made  to  the  banks,  but  at  timea 
there  exists  a  scarcity  of  workable  credits.  /  -  i 

■'  C_nOO<^IC 
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JAFASESE  SHIP8  FOB  ATTSTRALIAH  TRADE. 

[Iloward  A.  Trtat,  Mcrctarr  to  mmmerdll  itUcb*,  Uelbonrne.  AotlTBlla.) 
To  take  care  of  the  increasing  trade  between  Japan  and  Australia, 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  (Ltd.)  announces  that  it  will  place  the 
steamers  Tawata  Maru  and  Kumano  Maru  in  the  Australian  trade. 
A  fleet  of  30  vessels  is  being  planned  for  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  for 
the  Australian  trade,  and  some  of  these  vessels  are  now  under  con- 
struetion  at  the  Osaka  Iron  Works,  The  total  tonnage  of  these  30 
ships  will  be  300,000  dead  weight. 


Iscreaied  Use  of  Typewritcn  in  Japan. 
Tlic  imports  of  typewriters  and  parts  into  Japan  have  increased 
from^  value  of  $25,927  for  1916  and  $70,663  for  1916  to  $126,796 
for  1917,  and  practically  all  were  imported  from  the  United  Statea 
Consul  Kobert  Frazer,  of  Kobe,  reports  that  Japan  is  enjoying  an 
enormous  expansion  of  foreign  trade  and  the  nece<^ty  of  using  type- 
writ«r3  in  their  foreign  correspondence  has  become  apparrat  to  most 
of  the  Japanese  trading  firms. 


COHBUrE  OT  COOFEBATITE  FABHINa  ASSOCIATIOITS  JS  KEW 
ZEAlAin). 

(Connil  General  Allrcd  A.  WIdoIoW,  Aockluid,  Jbdc  28.1 

There  has  been  a  very  important  fusion  of  cooperative  farming  and 
commercial  associations  in  New  Zealand,  under  the  style  of  the  1<  arm- 
ers'  Cooperative  Wholesale  Federation  (New  Zealand)  (Ltd.),  with 
headquarters  at  Christchurch.  The  total  subscribed  capital  of  the 
nine  associations  in  this  combine  is  $8,904,600,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $15,376,140,  arrd  reserve  funds  amouirting  to  $1,504,907, 
while  tlie  annual  volume  of  bu^ess  is  given  at  $4-7^66,771.  These 
are  some  of  the  strong  farmers  organizations  in  New  Zealand,  and 
this  federation  should  ue  a  large  importer  of  farm  machinery,  imple- 
ments accessories,  and  general  farm  supplies. 

s  pub- 


PBOCEDTTKE  FOR  SHIFMEHTa  TO  OB  THBOTrOH  CERTAllT 
COTTHTRTES 

(1)  The  War  Trade  Board,  after  consultation  with  tlie  United 
States  Food  Administration,  the  United  States  War  Industries 
Board,  and  the  Wai"  ilissiona  of  the  respective  European  Allied  Gov- 
ernments, announeee  in  a  new  ruling,  W.  T.  B.  R  184,  the  adopUtai 
of  a  simplified  procedure,  effective  August  12,  1918,  for  the  issuance 
of  export  licenses  for  sliipmcnt«  which  are — 

(a)  Destined  to  the  T7nited  Kingdom,  France,  Italy,  or  Belgiimi 
(excluding  their  colonics,  possessions,  and  protectorates), 
'  either  dii'ectlT  or  by  way  of  arty  other  (Wintry  or  colony ; 
or  '  '■'■■■■■■  .1         '  •  ■■■■ 

(ft)  T>pstinc(T-  to  anr*  coitntl-v  or  colrtnv  by  wHy  of'lKe  United 
"Kingdom,  Fritnce.  If  Jtly.'  orlJel^m,  eiSpptihg  ailpinaits 
destined  to  Switzerland  by  way  of  France  or  Italy. 
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(2)  The  purposes  of  the  new  procedure  are  to  save  ship  tonnage: 
ana  to  prevent  the  useless  consnmption  of  material  and  labor  by  pre-; 
venting  the  manufacture  of  articles  which  may  not  be  exported  or, 
which  the  Government  ol  the  country  of  destination  does  not  wi^li, 
to  have  imported. 

(3)"  War  Trade  Board  ruling  104,  dated  May  13,  1918,  desrril>ing 
the  old  procedure,  will  he  rescinded  and  superseded  by  tliis  new  pro- 
cedure on  August  12,  1918.  Applications  filed  prior  to  that  date  in 
accordance  with  the  old  jirocedure  will  be  accepted  for  consideration. 

(i)  Applications  for  licenses  filed  on  and  after  August  12,  1!>18, 
to  export  any  commodity  to  the  destinations  and  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned above  in  paragraphs  (a)  and  (l>),  will  bo  refused  if  the  ap- 
plicant, subsequently  to  August  12,  1918,  and  prior  to  the  issuniica 
of  the  license  applied  for,  shall  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire  or 
commence  to  manufacture  or  produce  or  fit  the  articles  specified  iai 
the  application  for  the  fulfillment  of  a  specific  export  order. 

(5)  On  and  after  August  12, 1918,  applications  for  licenses  (o  ex- 
port any  commodity  to  the  destinations  and  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned above  in  paragraphs  (a)  and  (t)  must  include  one  of  each  of 
the  following  papers,  properly  executed: 

(a)  An  application  on  Form  X,  to  which  should  be  attached 
(6)   Such  supplemental  information  sheets  as  may  be  required 
by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  War  Trade  Boaid  to  be  used 
in  connection  with  shipments  of  certain  commodities  or  ship- 
ments to  certain  countries  (as  Form  X-1,  X-2,  etc.). 

(c)  A  new  supplemental  information  sheet,  Form  X-115. 

(6)  In  Form  X-115  the  applicant  is  required  to  give  certain  in- 
formation and  to  make  certain  agreements  in  conformity  with  the 
purposes  above  mentioned.  Applicants  must  also  show  thereon  tliat 
permission  to  import  or  purchase  (if  required)  has  been  duly 
granted  by  the  Government  of  the  Allied  country  to  or  tbrough 
which  the  shipment  is  to  be  made.  Applications  for  licenses  to  " 
export  to  France  nuist  have  attached  thereto  a  copy  of  the  French 
Government  "  attestation." 

(7)  Applications  filed  with  X-115  attached  should  he  mailed  di- 
rectly to  the  War  Trade  Board,  Washington,  D.  C.  They  will  then 
be  referred  by  the  War  Trade  Board  to  the  War  ^Mission  of  tlie 
Allied  country,  to  or  through  which  the  sliipment  is  to  be  made, 
and  to  the  United  States  War  Industries  Board  ot  to  the 
United  States  Food  Administration,  if  necessary,  and  tliese  appli- 
cations will  he  considered  by  the  War  Trade  Board  in  accord- 
ance with  its  rules  and  regulations.  This  will  relieve  applicants  for 
export  licenses  from  tlie  necessity  of  applying  to  the  War  Missions, 
to  the  War  Industries  Board,  or  to  the  Food  Administration,  as 
required  by  War  Trade  Board  Ruling  No.  104. 

(8)  Export  licenses  issued  under  tliis  procedure  will  bo  valid  for 
90  days.  In  unusual  cases  the  War  Trade  Board  will  grant  licenses 
for  longer  periods  if  from  the  nature  of  the  business  a  real  ncces-iity 
is  shown  to  exist  for  the  issuance  of  such  licenses. 

(9)  Reapplit^ations  for  licenses  to  take  the  place  of  expiring  or 
expired  licenses,  issued  either  mider  the  revised  procedure  nuovo 
described  or  under  the  procedure  announced  in  War  Trade  Board 
Kuling  104,  dated  May  13,  1918,  should  include  the  papers  meA-' 
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tioned  in  paragraph  (5)  above  as  neccBsary  for  an  original  applica- 
tion, with  the  exception  that  Form  X-llS  should  he  omitted  and 
Form  X-8  (as  revised  on  Aug,  1, 191'$)  shouldbe  added.        "  -   ■ 

(10)  It  ia  the  policy  of  the  War  Trade  Board  to  discourage  and 
prevent  exporters  purchasing,  manufacturing,  or  producing  acticles 
for  the  fulfillment  of  si>eciflc  export  orders  until  an  appropriate 
export  license  has  been  issued.  The  attention  of  the  War  Trade 
Board  has  been  directed  to  a  number  of  instances  in  which  manu- 
facturers before  obtaining  export  licenses  have  made  articles  for 
specific  export  orders  which  were  useless  for  domestic  consumption, 
but  which  under  the  regulations  of  the  War  Trade  Board  could  not 
be  exported.  It  is  essential  for  the  proper  conservation  of  com- 
modities in  the  United  States  that  this  practice  be  stopped,  and  it 
is  the  purpose  of  the  War  Trade  Board  to  refuse  licenses  to  exporters 
who  violate  this  policy. 

RAILWAY  TO  DEVELOP  PAJUA  UnmSTBTtS. 

[Howard  A,  Trent,  secretary  to  comiDerdal  attaehf,  Uclboiimo.  AastTalln.] 
A  project  involving  the  construction  of  a  light  railway,  18  miles 
in  length,  to  connect  Port  Moresby  (Papua)  with  the  Laloki  River, 
to  serve  a  copper  mining  enterprise,  is  being  considered.  It  is 
represented  that  such  a  line  would  also  serve  several  rubber,  coconut, 
and  sisal  hemp  plantations.  Before  the  war  the  Government  had 
decided  to  spend  £35,000  on  the  construction  of  this  line,  but  the 
project  was  temporarily  abandoned  on  account  of  the  war. 

The  minister  for  home  and  territories  has  also  authorized  the 
harnessing  of  Rona  Falls,  on  the  Laloki  River,  for  the  purpose  of 
generating  electric  current  for  mining  purposes. 

DEVELOFKEFI  OF  JAPANESE  DTE  DTDDSTKIES. 

{Consul  GeD^ral  George  H.  Scldmor«,  Yokobama.) 

Japanese  dyestuff  manufacturers  have  well  developed  their  busi- 
ness since  the  war  began,  according  to  the  Japan  Advertiser.  Their 
factories  number  more  than  100,  exclusive  of  small  ones  turning  out 
inferior  good-s.  and  the  total  amount  of  invastment  is  said  to  be  more 
than  16,000,000  yen  ($7,470,000).  However,  the  domestic  market  is 
still  dependent  largely  on  supplies  from  Germany^  France,  and 
America.  .  After  the  war  only  part  of  the  manufacturers  and  part 
of  their  products  may  be  able  to  hold  their  own  against  the  invasion 
of  foreign  manufacturers. 

In  view  of  this  condition  of  their  line  and  also  of  the  Government 
investigations  now  conducted  into  the  advisability  of  protecting  the 
industries  against  foreign  competition  after  the  war,  some  leading 
manufacturers  of  dyestuffs  here  have  started  the  discussion  of  a  plan 
to  request  tlie  authorities,  to  erect  a  high  tariff  wall  around  the 
Empire  and  help  the  further  development  of  the  dyestuff  industry  in 
Japan.  It  is  believed  that  soon  the  rci^ucst  will  be, made  in  some 
form.  ■ .  ^/    '    ,,  ,.,     , 

The  Inabata  Dycstiiff  Iloilse  reports  regarding  the  ruling  situption 
in  the  Tokj'o  niarket  that  the  supplies  from  overseas  are  prefi^ious 
noWj  but  during  the  past  few  days  a  somewhat  big  stocK  of  American 
stuffs  has  arrived  and  for  the  present  demand  may  be  met  easily. 
Prices  are,  however,  not  weak  on  that  score.  ( "ooolc 
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AKAI7SIS  07  THE  FOBXIOIT  COHKEBCE  FOE  FISCAL  TEAR    ' 

The  usual  monthly  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States  has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  The  imports  and  exports 
by  great  groups  during  the  month  of  June,  1018,  and  the  12  months 
ended  June,  1918,  are  presented  in  the  following  statement: 


Croups. 

MonthorJuns— 

igis 

1917 

1018 

.0.7 

Cmdc  nuteriftla  lor  um  in  msnubntiir- 

tm.m.m 

31,086,882 

39,831,327 
£3,103,813 

1130,557,029 

»,  133,828 

37,473,713 

88,469,851 

40, 191, 123 

'-m;597 

41,227,2SS,SM 

380,333,011 

£82,058,138 
3«.ciTl,7»l 
19,026,334 

335,573,011 
343,435.475 

F^tt  piPtlV  ot  wholly  msnulac 

377, 256;  M3 

280,  MO,  071 

306,822,039 

2,!>M,059,«)3 

M,KT0,823 

10,600,930 

130,303,971 

W,  082,000 
lM,Bl,Te 

47,S3J,B4l 
««,7e2,0O» 
T9, 110, 0S2 

8B7,3!S,7»4 

375,541,940 

1,163,448,061 

1,203,018,333 
2,191,137,039 

731,990,339 

FooSitufla  to  crudo'  coiijittoii  k^  liiid 

Foodscufli  partly  or  wbolly  manunMi- 

737,795,334 

Muiiilacturai  loc  f  utUni-  use  In  miiDU- 

2,942,577,415 

4-«.17»,5.->« 
8,273,051 

867, 003,379 
8,4«,410 

5,S(7,150,r.78 

8i,m;e«3 

484,451,(07 

(73,ieT,7a9 

6,»2g,S8S,«41 

'       '       ' 

Exports  of  principal  items  under  the  heading  "  Miscellaneous  "  for 
June,  1918,  were:  Horses,  $982,609;  mules,  $299,877;  and  se«ds, 
$90,927;  and  for  12  months  ended  June,  1918:  Horses,  $14,923,063  j 
mules,  $4,885,406 ;  and  seeds,  $5,500,805. 


BETFISH  QOVEBNHENT  COITTBOLS  PRICES  OF  WOOLEIT  BAGS. 
[CoDHul  rctclTOl  GasBttt.  Leeds,  July  10,] 

Up  to  the  present  the  British  Government  has  been  using  about 
40  per  cent  of  the  rags  coming  into  the  Dewsbury  district  for  remak- 
ing into  army  clothing,  but  owing  to  the  present  shortage  of  wool 
all  the  rags  available  in  the  country  must  be  used,  as  there  are  prac- 
tically no  imports,  and  in  order  that  prices  should  not  be  inflated 
above  present  leveis,  which  are  excessively  high — in  some  classes  of 
material  as  much  as  800  per  cent  over  normal  or  prewar  prices — it 
was  decided  on  July  8  by  the  Director  of  Wool  Textile  Production, 
in  conjunction  with  the  rag  merchants  of  the  Dewsbury  district,  to 
control  the  prices  of  rags,  and  shoddies  at  the  prices  prevailing  on 
March  30  last.  These  will  be  determined  by  the  committee  sliortly 
to  be  appointed. 

The  British  Government  has  the  option  of  purchasing  any  rags  in 
the  country  at  these  prices,  the  main  object  of  the  plan  being  .to 
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conaerve  the  supply  of  raga,  which  is  steadily  decraaeing  owina  to 
tha  large  number  o£  civilians  from  wlwm  all  clothes  had  been  uir- 
merly  obtained,  as  ^ell  as  collectors  ot  rags,  having  been  called  up 
for  military  service, 
KAr  Control  Bohenu. 

In  order  to  secure  adequate  supplies  of  ehoddy  for  Qoverninetlt 
purposes,  the  following  is  the  sclieme  that  is  sliortly  to  be  brought 
into  operation.: 

1.  A  committee  shall  be  set  up  to  advise  the  department  In  F^gard  to  woolen 
rag  and  shoddy  supplies. 

2.  The  Director  of  Wool  Textile  Productkin  toag  at  aug  time  prohibit  tbfi 
nee  of  any  grade  of  woolen  raga,  except  for  Government  purposes,  after  consul- 
tation with  tlie  committee. 

3.  Tlie  Director  of  Wool  Textile  Production  will  Issue  permtta  for  Um  use  of 
the  prohllilted  grades  for  other  than  Oovernmcnt  purposes. 

4.  Manufucturars  of  ahoddr  shall  purcbase  rags  ttiroueb  ordinary  trade 
channels. 

3.  The  Director  of  Wool  Testilo  Production  may  at  any  tlroa  rawlre  any 
faold*r  at  BtockH  or  rags  or  shoddy  to  aiak«  a  return  of  such  stocks  as  eUail  bo 
named,  and  he  may.  If  necest^ary,  requfsltion  for  Goverumeat  purnoeee  any 
Btocbs  of  woolen  raiES  or  slioddy.  Stocks  shal]  be  requisitioned  at  prices  baaed 
on  values  stiown  Id  a  schedulfi  of  prices  ruling  ou  March  30,  J918. 

6.  The  Director  of  Wool  TeiHle  Productlou  may,  after  one  month's  notice, 
vary  the  schedule  of  prices'  in  coiisultation  with  tlie  committee,  but  the  prices 
may  not  be  increased  above  the  prices  ot  March  30,  IttlS.  Auy  dlaputo  aa  to 
any  iMirticuliir  lot  shall  be  decided  Up  the  Director  of  Wool  T«Kti|o  Production 
on  the  advice  of  the  commtttae. 

Prjc«s  will  be  fixed  for  rags  botli  for  military  and  civil  purposes, 
but  the  question  of  (lie  use  ot  rags  for  the  civil  trade* will  be  a  matter 
for  the  committee,  set  up  by  the  board,  to  decide. 


SJUI.WATS  Of  HEXICO, 

[PrMMMtf  ttJ  tb«  i«tlB  Amencan  Division,  Bun«u  o(  Foreign  tai  Doaumlit  C«mnMrce.] 

As  in  most  of  the  Latin  American  countries  the  railroads  of  Mexioo 
hare  been  buiU,  each  ooe  for  some  special  purpose,  with  little  i^egard 
to  tmy  general  plan,  Conaequently,  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
two  or  more  roadi  compete  tor  treuic  that  is  scarcely  suJhciQnt  to 
support  one,  while  rich  mineral  and  agricultural  eiK;tioTi9  remnin 
undeveloped  because  eft  iiieir  isolation.  .Viapulco,  the  best  natural 
harborof  Mexico  and  the  natural  outlet  for  a  rich  iiectionof  thBcouQ- 
trvjis  little  used  because  it  lacks  railroad  connections  with  the  Interior. 

In  1912  approximately  $1,057,770,000  American  capital  was  in- 
vested in  Mexico,  $S21,302,800  EngliBh,  and  $148,406,000  Fpench. 
Of  the  American  capital  I|1235,4<M,000  was  invegted  in  railway  «toi*« 
and  $408,92e,000  in  railway  bonds:  $81,237,800  English  capital  in 
railway  atoeke,  and  $87,680,000  in  railway  bonds;  *17J0OO,O0O  French 
capital  in  railway  bonds;  $125,440,000  Mexican  capital  in  railway 
atocks,  and  $12,276,000  in  railway  bonds;  $75^000  from  other  countrie* 
in  stocks,  and  $38,535,380  in  bonds. 

Under  the  Diaz  Government  concessions  panted  to  privat*  com- 
panies for  railroad  construction  provided  for  the  automatic  rstum 
of  the  roads  to  the  Government  a  fter  a  stated  period,  uEUally  90  years, 
upon  the  payment  by  the  Government  of  compensation  for  rolling 
stock,  buildings,  and  materials  on  hand  at  the  date  of  the  traotf^. 

In  1903  the  (Government  began  to  buy  controlling  interests  in  three 
ot  tlie  moat  important  railways  of  the  country,  and  in  X^9  unit«d 
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tiiase  throe  Itnee  under  the  nfims  of  the  Nttioiuil  Railways  of  Mexico. 
This  company,  in  which  the  Ooveram^it  owvad  90^  per  cent  of  the 
stock,  was  gradually  e?ct«uded  to  include  other  roads,  until  it  became 
by  far  the  most  important  system  of  the  country.  Since  1914  this 
system  and  practically  all  the  privately  owned  lines  have  been  taken 
over  and  operated  by  the  Government  under  the  name  of  the  Con- 
stitutionalist Railways  of  Mexico. 
Vattoaal  M*liwa.ji  of  JbxlM. 

This  oorapttoy  owns  6,816  miles  of  track  and  controle  an  additional 
1^30  milee.  The  following  roads  are  owned:  The  old  National  Kail- 
way,  803  miles  in  length,  extends  from  Laredis,  on  the  nurttiera 
border,  to  Mexico  City,  traversing  Nuevo  Leon  and  San  Luis  Potosi, 
and  is  the  only  outlet  for  mining  districts  from  which  zinc  and  lead 
are  now  being  exported  to  the  United  States.  From  Monterey  a 
branch  extends  to  Matanwrois  on  tlie  border  and  a  second  branch  west 
to  Torreon.  The  Mexican  C^itral  extends  from  Ciudiid  Juarez  on 
the  border  across  the  gr«at  central  uplands  to  Mexico  City  and  has 
numerous  branchy.  One  of  these  extends  to  Tampico  nn^  connects 
with  the  Laredo  line  at  San  Luis  Potosi.  A  second  branch  extends 
to  MwzaniJlD  on  the  PaciBc,  The  Mexican  International  Railway 
extendfi  from  Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaa  south  throu^i  the  State  of 
CoabuiU,  and  then  eaet  to  Monteiey  and  west  to  Durango.  Accord- 
ing to  a  recent  report  c<»»struction  work  has  been  resumed  on  the 
braodi  from  Duiango  to  Mazatlan,  opening  up  a  new  timber  region 
from  whidi  cjosstics  may  be  obtained.  Tho  same  report  states  that 
constructiwi  work  Jia£  l>een  l»egun  on  a  new  station  in  Durango,  and 
that  an  extension  of  the  road  running  northwest  from  Durango  is 
to  be  bjiilt  to  Guanacevi,  a  mining  camp.  The  line  from  Curango  to 
Oanitas  was  opened  for  tratBc  MJay  15,  X918,  since  wliicb  date  there 
has  been  daily  train  service.  At  Canitas  connections  are  made  with 
tiiB  Mexican  C«ntral  from  Torreon  to  Mexico  City,  the  entire  trip 
Inquiring  about  36  hours,  Tlw  Vera  Cruz  and  Istlimus  road  con- 
nects Uie  port  of  Verfl  Cruz  with  the  Tehuantcpec  Railway.  Th« 
Pan  Aioerican  Railway  ei^tends  fiom  a  station  on  the  Tehuantcpec 
Bailway  along  the  Pacific  coastai  plain  to  a  point  on  the  Guatemalan 
border, 

The  Interoceanic  and  tlia  ^lexican  Southern  aro  owned  by  British 
jnter^ts,  butare  controlled  by  the  Government  and  form  part  of  the 
National  Railways  Systeui.  T]ie_  Interoceanic  Railway  runs  from 
Vara  Cruz  to  Mexico  City.  The"  Mexican  Southern  runs  from  the 
pity  of  Puebla  tlirough  the  State  of  Oaxaca  to  the  city  of  Oaxaca  and 
some  CO  miles  farther  to  Ejutla. 

Tile  following  table  is  a  comparison  of  the  amounts  of  rolling  stock 
belonging  to  the  National  Railways  of  Mexico  June  30,  1913,  and 
rolling  stock  belonging  to  tl;e  Constitutionalist  Railways,  1916. 
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The  number  of  locomotives  (fiauge  not  specified)  was  729  for 
the  National  Kaiiways  and  679  for  the  Constitutionalist  Kailways. 
Repairi  necessary  to  Property  of  National  Eailways. 

Only  those  repaii-s  Absolutely  necessary  to  the  continuance  of 
traffic  have  been  niiide  to  National  Railwnys  property  and  conse- 
quently most  of  the  rolling  stock  included  in  tiie  above  Kgures  for 
1!>16  is  in  poor  condition.  In  a  report  presented  by  Senor  Pani, 
Director  General  of  the  Const  it  fltionulist  Knilways,  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  Railways,  June  30,  1916, 
the  following  estiinutee  are  given  of  the  costs  of  repairs  needed  on 
National  Kaiiways  property: 

Xrncks  (Ineludes  pnrcbiise  of  16,080  crossties,  86,671  tons  of  rails, 

uecesHorlot  and  tools) ^ 27,393,617 

BiiilOiupi  (reiwilriiiR  nnii  rpcouMtnictlns) ' 2,774,000 

SIrhhI,  ivntor,  and  fuel  statloiiH  (rejmlring  nnd  recoDRlruclUig) 769,000 

I^ondlnic  platforniK,  fenees,  and  otLer  siuull  structures 379.000 

Bridges 8, 558, 048 

Hollliig  stock  (to  rejilaee  that  dcslroywl  or  ron<leniiie(l  <iuriug  revo- 
lution, 5,000,000  pexos;  turepiUr  tlutt  now  In  use,  4,000,000  iiesos)„  9,000,000 


.  81. 873, 665 


The  net  earnings  of  the  National  Kailwavs  Co.  were  $21,126,335 
Mexican  currency  in  1912-13  and  only  $2,a86,609  in  1913-14,  Divi- 
dend and  interest  payments  ceased  in  1914,  when  the  company  prop- 
erty was  taken  over  by  the  Government.  According  to  Senor  Pani's 
report  made  in  1916,  the  matured  debt  of  the  National  Railways 
June  30,  1916,  was  $.")3,964,3o0  United  States  currency.  The  amount 
of  interest  due  on  the  company's  obligations  and  on  operating  ex- 
penses for  the  year-  was  22.770,199  Mexican  silver  pesos.^  Credits 
were  899,986  pesos,  leaving  the  amount  due  for  these  items  21,670,2133 
pesos.  " 

Mexican  Railway. — This  system  has  520  miles  of  track,  including 
the  main  lines  from  Vera  Ciuz  to  Mexico  City  and  several  branch 
lines.  With  the  exception  of  the  short  period  between  September  1, 
1916,  and  March  31,  1917,  the  property  of  the  company  has  been 
imder  the  control  of  the  Mexican  Govcinment  since  November, 
1914. 

Tchuavfepec  Railu-ay. — This  company  owns  the  line  (184  miles  of 
track)  whicii  crosses  the  isthmus  from  Puerto  Mexico  on  the  Atlantic 
to  Salina  Cruz  on  the  Pacific,  and -also  completed  port  works  on  both 
coasts.  Before  the  revolution  S.  Pearson  &  Co.,  of  London,  tho 
builders  of  the  road  and  port  works,  and  the  Mexican  Government 
were  partners  in  this  company,  each  with  an  equal  amount  of  capital 
invested.  The  properly  was  taken  over  by  the  (Jovernmcnt  in  April, 
1917;  and  in  December,  1917,  Congress  passed  a  decree  authorizing 
the  President  to  di.';solve  the  contract  with  S.  Pearson  &  Son  and  stat- 
ing the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  property :  4,000,000  pesos  in  the 
form  of  special  bonds-  issued  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  bear- 
ing an  annual  interest  not  to  exceed  5  per  cent  and  payable  after  36 
years,  is  to  be  paid  for  the  acquisition  of  tha  property,  and  an  addi- 
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tioDftl  3,JSOO,000  pesos  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  during  the  revo- 
lution. 

Mexico  Northwestern.-— TLhis'cotnpttnj  IS  inooTporiitcd  under  the 
laws  of  Canada  and  controls  various  lumber  mills  and  timber  land 
in  northern  Mexico  as  well  as  512  miles  of  track,  370  of  which  it 
owns.  The  Mexican  Northwestern  Bailway  runs  from  Ciudad 
Juarez  to  Chihauhua  and  is  reported  to  have  suffered  more  from  the 
revolution  than  any  other  road  in  Mexico. 

The  Southern  Pacific  of  Mexico. — This  road  is  owned  by  the  South- 
cm  Pacific  of  theTjnited  States  and  has  approximately  1,000  miles 
of  tracK.  The  main  line  extends  from  Nogales,  Ariz.,  southward 
through  the  State  of  Sonora  and  down  the  west  coast  to  Tepic,  from 
which  point  it  is  eventually  to  go  to  Quadal^'ara  and  Mexico  City. 
The  road  was  not  taken  over  by  the  Mexican  Oovemment  until  1917. 
The  company  suffered  considerably  between  1910  and  1913,  the  traffic 
loss  for  this  period  being  estimated  at  Q,000,000  pesos,  and  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  property  during  the  same  period  1,020,000  pesos  in 
excess  of  the  revenue  collected.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$75,000,000  authorized. 

Mexican  Southern. — ^The  whole  of  the  company's  undertaking  has 
been  leased  to  the  Interoceanic  liailway  since  January,  1910. 

United  Railwaya  of  Yucatan. — ^This  company  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  Mexico  in  1903.  Since  1914  the  road  has  beoi 
operated  ,dii^ectly'  by  the  local  government  of  the  State  of  Yucatan 
in  conjunction  with  the  Compania  de  Fomento  del  Sureste.  The 
company  has  lines  from  Merida  to  Progreso  and  Campeche  and  from 
Merica  east  and  south  tluough  the  State  of  Yucatan.  The  company 
has  a  share  capital  of  23,000,000  pesos  and  £825,000  sterling  first 
mortgage  5  per  cent  redeemable  gold  bondf  issued  in  I^ndcm.  Net 
revenue  for  1912  was  $1,447,937. 

.  There  were  500  miles  of  railway  operating  on  schedule  time  Janu- 
ary, 1918,  in  the  consular  district  of  Progreeo,  wliich  included  most 
of  the  peninsula  of  Yucatan,  and  the  tratSco^  was  reported  to  be  in 

food  condition,  although  it  had  had  little  care.  The  rolling  stock, 
owever,  was  reported  to  be  badly  in  need  of  repair.  This  road  is 
now  the  only  one  operating  on  the  peninsula  and  the  company  has 
several  extensions  planned,  one  of  which  is  to  ctsinect  with  the 
Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  road. 


CEfiEAL  CVLTtTAIIOiriH  KACEDOHU  AFTER  THE  WA£. 

(CoMDl  <3«&cnl  Q^orgt  Uorloo,  Salonlkt,  Greece,  Jdd«  26.1 

The  possibility  of  reclaiming  the  uncultivated  lands  of  Macedonia 
after  the  war  and  utilizing  them  for  wheat  and  other  cereals  is  a 
que^on  that  is  attracting  the  attention  of  the  many  agricultural  ex- 
perts that  have  come  to  this  region  with  the  Allied  Armies.  The 
French,  especially,  are  giving  much  attention  to  the  subject.  Only  a 
part  of  the  soil  of  Macedonia  has  been  cultivated  in  modem  times, 
and  that  with  very  rudiilientliry  nicans.  Maceddnia  should  become 
again  tfiat  which^it  WasI  ih  aritlqfaity— the  'granary  of  the  Balkans. 
XffoTfs  ||ad4.U^EkltiGt  XanbiiFftve/-  - '    "  --    - 

Many  of  the  soldiers  here,  of  all  nationalities  represented,  are 

*  "         '       '  ■■  ■  '        )  agriculture  after 

'     '    t  won- 


plannin£  to  establi^  themselves  here  and  taltc  up  agriculture  a 
the  war  is  over.    They  have  seen  bow  rich  the  soil  is  and  what  v 
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dcrfiil  results  it  produces  with  inadequate  means.  According  to  the 
experts  who  hiive  studied  the  subject,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  encour- 
age European  immigration  until  threeproblems  are  solved: 

1.  How  to  deal  with  marsh  fever.  This  scourge  has  done  as  much 
toward  devastatine  the  country  as  years  of  war.  Fortunately,  Mace- 
donia, which  will  DC  benefited  in  many  ways  by  the  presence  of  tlio 
Allied  Armies,  will  also  have  the  benefit  of  the  strenuous  efforts 
which  are  being  made  to  combat  fever.  Much  has  already  been  done, 
and  after  the  war  there  is  no  doubt  a  durable  and  efficient  organiza- 
tion will  remain  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  solve  d*tinitely  this  prob- 
lem. Much  is  hoped  for  from  the  collaboration  of  the  Americans, 
whoso  drastic  and  successful  fight  agaiiifit  fever  at  Panama  has 
excited  the  attention  of  experts  the  world  over.  The  French,  also, 
have  greatly  alleviated  conditions  in  Algeria  that  were  formerly  very, 
bad. 

ImproTed  LMnK  ConditioBt  Veceiurr — Hodtni  Pum  IinpUmenti. 

2.  Amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  and  betterment 
of  their  dwellings  and  sanitary  surroundings.  The  people  of  the 
country  have  lived  for  centuries  amid  very  insanitary  conditions. 
They  have  labored  with  the  most  primitive  tools  and  have  rarely 
been  sure  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  toil;  yet  they  must  furnish 
Ihe  main  body  of  laborers  for  the  cultivation  and  redemption  of 
Macedonia,  bemg  inured  to  climatic  conditions. 

3.  The  introduction,  as  far  as  possible,  of  motor  and  tractor  imple- 
ments, which  would  render  labor  easier  in  this  trying  climate  and 
would  solve  to  a  great  extent  the  question  of  obtaining  a  sufficient 
number  of  hands,  American  tractor  implements  are  already  being 
used  here  with  great  success  by  the  French  and  British  Armies,  and 
recently  a  strong  American  Red  Cross  detachment  has  arrived,  with 
the  purpose  of  cultivating  the  extensive  plains  south  of  Monastir. 
American  tractor  implements,  thus  introduced,  should  play  a  great 
role  in  the  redemption  of  Macedonia.  There  is  also  much  good  water 
power  in  the  country  that  is  only  waiting  to  be  developed. 

Freient  Crop  or  Cereali  Small. 

According  to  the  testimony  of  the  principal  grain  merchants,  the 
annual  crop  of  cereals  of  the  three  vilayets  (provinces)  of  Monastir, 
Kossovo,  and  Saloniki,  in  the  years  preceding  1890,  was  from  500,t)00 
to  700,000  tons. 

Since  that  period  several  things,  chief  among  wliich  were  insecure 
conditions  and  emigration  of  laborers,  have  caused  the  yield  to  drop 
to  100,000  tons.  With  modern  methods  put  in  force  and  with  the 
draining  of  certain  plains,  now  marshy,  it  is  estimated  that  the 
region  under  consideration  should  yield  at  least  1,500,000  tons  of  tlie 
principal  grains. 


OBJECTS  OF  ETTSSO-AUDBICAN  COHHITTEE  FOB  FAB  EAST.      ' 

The  Russo- American  Committee  foe  the  Far  East,  whose  founda- 
tion was  announced  in  Commerce  Reports  for  January  30,  1918,  has 
issued  a  circular  of  information,  in  which  the  purposes  of  the  organi- 
zation are  stated  as  fojiows:  (1)  To  ascertain  and  collect  all  possibly 
information  about  trade,  industry,  mining,  fishing,  agriculture,  eta, 
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in  tbe  KaEnmn  Far  E«flt  And  to  supply  sam*  to  its  Americsn  mem- 
bers; (2)  to  do  the  same  in  nspect  of  Anaehcan  capital,  industry, 
and  trade  with  a  view  of  supplyinK  same  to  its  Kussian  members; 
(3)  to  act  as  represcnlalives,  iransktoiS,  and  interpreters  for  Bus- 
sians  and  Americans  in  their  business  and  other  relatioins;  (4)  to 
eetablish  in  Vladivostok  an  up-to-date  inquiry  office,  able  to  Eupply 
reliable  information  by  letter  or  to  personal  risitors  on  any  subject 
connected  with  the  Kusman  Far  East;  (5)  to  establish  showrooias  for 
Rusaian  and  American  samples  of  agnculture^  filing,  and  other 
products,  articles  of  industry^  etcj  (6)  to  eetabhsh  branches  and  ap- 
point agents  and  repreaeutatives  in  other  towns  of  the  Russian  Far 
East  for  the  same  i)urpo9e;  j7)  to  meet  and  assist  with  practical 
advice  American  victors  coming  to  Vladivostok  on  business  or  for 
study;  (6)  to  do  everything  for  the  promotion  of  friendly  and  bu»- 
ness  intercourse  between  the  two  nations  for  their  mutual  and  graieral 
pr<^ress. 

All  American  busineas  Die%  assodations,  corporatHms,  societies, 
ete^  nnd  all  those  interested  in  the  Russian  Far  £a^  are  invited  to 
become  members  of  the  committee.  The  annual  does  for  ordinary 
membership  are  $10;  for  business  men  and  ^rms,  $60;  and  for  asso- 
ciations, corporations,  and  organizations  connected  with  business, 
trade,  or  industry,  $100,  The  dues  are  payable  in  advance  to  the 
credit  of  the  committee's  account  with  the  Crocker  National  Bank, 
San  Francisco. 

KACEDOHIAIT  SKIS  ARS  TUt,  TMUfUdlOS. 

(Coinnl  ticiWTit  Ceorge  UorloK,  Soloulkl,  Gretce,  I.uUfl  26.1 

SakHtiki  is  the  point  from  which  all  tbe  ^ua  and  hides  produced 
in  Macedonia  and  even  in  Albania  are  exported  to  foreign  mai^etst 
The  most  important  hides  produced  in  this  region  are  Iamb,  kid, 
sheep,  and  j^oat,  which  are  produced  in  the  following  approximate 
ttOBibers  yearly:  Lamb,  260,000;  kid,  300,000;  slieep,  125,000-;  and 
goat,  I5$,000.  In  addition,  the  following  number  ^  skins  of  wild 
tnimab  are  exporte<l:  Hare,  200,000;  foa,  10.000;  wild  cat.  2,000; 
ba^er,  3,000;  martin,  5,000;  otter,  500;  woii,  600;  and  ja«kal,  2,000. 

The  total  value  of  the  skins  exported  annually  is  from  $800,000 
to  $900,000.  Goat'and  lamb  skins  are  bought  from  the  sheplierds 
in  July  and  October,  and  abwpadunB  in  November.  They  are  sent 
by  the  dealers  to  Sakmiki  and  stored  here  fov  exportatitst.  Some 
of  the  skins  of  wild  animals  are  made  up  into  garments  here,  but 
aeveral  of  the  deakra  have  tranches  in  New  York  to  wlwrni  they 
tend  the  crude  skina.  A  large  number  of  ^ns  are  mtade  into  coats 
for  tl>e  use  of  army  officers  awl  chauffeitrh. 

Between  30^)00  and  40,000  tons  of  naphthaline  are  used  annually 
for  the  preservation  of  these  skins  in  the  Saloniki  depots,  the  most 
of  which  was  furnished  before  the;  war  by  GOTJoaay. 

.Before  the  war  about  three-fourths  of  the  lamb  and  sheep  skins 
and  the  major  portion  -of  the  remaining  skins  and  furs  vrera,  sent  to 
Austria  and  Germany,  Tliesc  markets  now  being  closed,  such  skins 
and'.fm's  as  art.  being  export!ed  ait  seeking  the  markets  of  Italy  and 
the  United  StA^f-'S.,     ',  '"'.'..       '' ,  .        , 

H  yoa  Iray  War-Savings  Stamps,  yon  also  Iwlp  y»trr  eouBtiy., 
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AFFOBESTAIION  EimiBFBIBES  IK  SOTTTHEASTEBK  KAHCHTTBIA, 

(CodbqI  Jobn  K.  Dovle,  AntuiiG.  Cblu,  June  8.J 

During  the  early  spring  months  of  1918  extensive  efforts  toward 
afforestation  have  been  conducted  by  the  South  Manchuria  Eailway, 
Co.  in  southeastern  Manchuria. 

To  the  north  of  that  part  of  the  Antung  Japanese  Settlement, 
which  is  occupied  principally  by  the  employees  of  this  company,  a 
section  of  fertile  bottom  land,  approximately  20  acres  in  ai-ea,  has 
been  converted  into  a  nursery  and  is  in  charge  of  experts.  Several 
other  smaller  nurseries  are  also  located  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Antung,  and  are  receiving  careful  attention.  In  these,  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  seedlings,  principally  of  pine,  spruce,  and  several 
varieties  of  shade  trees,  have  been  set  out.  In  the  larger  nursery, 
experiments  are  also  being  conducted  to  ascertain  the  varieties  of 
tobacco  plants  best  suited  to  the  climate  of  this  section  of  Man- 
churia. A  large  number  are  being  tested,  among  them  several  of 
American  origin.  While  native  tobacco  has  been  grown  in  this 
district  to  a  limited  extent  for  many  years,  it  is  not  so  valuable 
a  crop  as  would  be  secured  by  the  discovery  of  some  better  grade 
species  which  could  stand  the  rigors  of  the  climate. 
Tranaplantlng  Process. 

In  the  South  Manchuria  Eailway  Co.  park,  thousands  of  large 
trees  of  many  varieties  have  been  set  out.  In  transplanting  pines, 
spruce,  and  similar  trees,  a  very  simple  but  extremely  effective  method 
is  used.  A  trench  some  two  or  more  feet  in  width  and  at  a  sufficient 
distance  from  the  trunk  to  include  all  important  roots  is  dug  around 
the  root  of  the  tree  to  be  moved.  From  this  trench  the  roots  are 
gradually  undermined  and  the  surface  soil  over  them  is  removed 
until  the  root  mass,  with  the  earth  undisturbed,  is  iu  the  form  of  a 
ball.  This  is  then  wrapped  around  and  around  in  every  direction 
with  great  lengths  of  rice  straw  rope.  When  this  process  has  been 
completed  the  tree  can  readily  be  transported  for  a  considerable 
distance  without  seriously  disturbing  even  the  smaller  thread  roots. 
As  the  rice  straw  rope  rots  soon  after  being  buried  in  the  earth,  its 
removal  is  not  necessary  when  the  tree  is  put  in  at  the  desired 
location. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  cottages  and  tenements  occupied  by  the  em- 
ployees of  the  company,  thousands  of  acacia  and  other  quick-growing 
trees  have  been  set  out.  The  majority  of  these  are  all  of  good  size 
and  will  soon  furnish  considerable  shade. 

On  the  hills,  which  stretch  for  several  miles  to  the  north  of  the 
Japanese  settlement  and  the  open  river  frontage  under  Japanese 
control,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pine  and  spruce  trees  have  been 
planted,  which,  in  the  course  of  years,  will  form  small  forests. 


FBICE8  OP  H0B8ES  IN  SCOTLAND. 

[Cantiat  R.  Al>prt  JobiiiiOD,  Dundpe,  Jul;  10.] 

As  an  indication  of  prevailing  conditions  in  the  horse  market, 
the  following  reference  to  the  annual  summer  horse  market  recently 
held  at  Inverurie,  in  the  vicinity  of  Aberdeen,  is  of  interest :     ' 

The  anniml  stimmer  liorse  market  was  held  at  Inverurie  yefsterdny.  There 
was  a  large  ntteitdauce  of  farmers  and  dealers,  but  oaly  about  1^  horses  were 
fitaoc-ed,  although  Mr.  Allan,  Ardmuro,  exposed  a  considerable  additloaal  nuux 
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ber  at  bis  stables  lo  tbe  tovtt.  In  iiDnniC  tt«i»  tb«  outturn  used  to  range 
from  300  to  400.  Compared  with  the  tremendously  Inflated  demuiKt  and  prices 
whJcb  liave  ruled  for  some  time,  business  was '  consideretJ  sllebUy  easier, 
NeverOi^eaa,  ereat  prices  pFeralled,  and  most  of  the  animals  were  sold.  Tbe 
finest  class  of  fuU^-dcvclopcd  Clydesdales  realized  from  $S3S  to  $803  and  In 
one  estreiue  cose  to  $925,  wbl£b  was  obtained  for  a  superior  chestnut  geld' 
Ing.  Horses  of  lighter  build,  or  ronfib  physique,  or  not  iimtured,  from  (300 
to  $584;  and  tbe  younger  srowlns  classes  from  SI05  to  S340.  Large  roadsters  . 
brought  $292  to  $340;  cobs  and  medium-sized  Kgbt-le^ed  animals,  $146  to 
9243;  and  smaller  poQies,  ^  to  $121;  half -worn  end  aged  boreeti  $10S  and 
downwards. 

FBOFOSiXfl  FOB  OOVXItNHENT  8U77IJ£S  AVS  OOXTSTRVCTIOH. 

attUnmi 

a  be  placed  on  t£e~raiiiliJU  Uiti  Mt  aiieli  oSota 

Mb  or  vork  □!  a  slJoUar  nature;! 

Ifavv  Department  luppUet.  No.  5355. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receivad  at  tbe 
Bureau  of  ga^rilaa  «od  Aoooantc,  Navy  Department,  WasblogtoD,  D.  O., 
and  Arms  desiring  to  submit  prc^Kieals  «*ouid  give  scbednle  numbers  for 
furnishing  tbe  following:  S<^hcdu!e  1880,  gravel,  course  concrete  sand,  and 
brok«u  «tone )  schedule  1883,  osy-axietylene  plant,  compressors  and  eeoerft- 
toTE;  schedule  1801,  polished  bronza  antl rattlers,  stratum  spring  balances, 
one-quart  QTe-«ftllaa  Un  paint  cana,  screen  door,  etc,  cui^ardi  catches,  steel 
straight'link  coll,  br&se-tied  wire,  "  Triumpb,"  plumber'^,  steamboat,  safety, 
bkjcle  «i)roeket,  and  wlodow-easb  chain ;  ealvanlzed  steel  wire-rope  Clips, 
o^)per  broQEe-braBB  wire  cloth,  caxt-lron  aash  fasteners,  chest  asd  drawer 
bandies  steel,  brass,  and  brooze  luisps  and  staples,  htnse,  &bX,  etc.,  Hasps, 
barrel,  coat  and  lint,  celling,  screw,  screw  eye,  Eharfc,  suap-fcolt,  etc.,  hooks, 
gnto,  wire  imil  brass  hoots  and  eyes,  bronze  screw  knobs,  night  latches,  and 
drop-leaC  iints ;  BChadule  18!)5,  foundry  bellows,  oold  blackanUth'a  dilsels. 
aquane  Mnclcsmltii's  flutters,  bottom  and  top  fullers,  square  sbanlE  Mnck^ 
Mmlth'a  bardies,  falacksmitb'e  chuln  poncAc*,  bnlcer's,  Meelyscds,  oouster, 
cnwe,  flu^eosiun,  cdubvni,  fotdlnc  end  uofoMiog  sailet,  blacksraJlb's 
bandlM  aide  sets,  blxckamUb's  sLedgca,  blaeksmith'e  swajcoe,  boUer  waJter's 
boot  or  bending  toids.  blacksmith's  forge  boolA,  bla<^mltb's  lieadlnt  tools, 
and  blacks  ml  tti's  tong^; ;  schedule  1SB6,  acoop.  molder'a  and  eoeJiag  ^uwels, 
and  tnbe  expanders ;  schedule  1897,  wire  boilcr-tuUe  brushes,  bjdrauljc  tur- 
bine lube  clenaers,  wuter-jauKe  glasses,  boiler-tube  scrapers  and  wood' 
handle,  brass  oil  syrlnfes ;  sebedule  1SS8,  kerosene  oil ;  schedule  1896,  plain 
tooi  and  cutter  grinders,  8-foot  lathes,  bolt-thread  machine,  vertical  boring 
machines,  borlsontal  boring  and  drilling  macliines,  sensitive  Tertlcal  boring 
moidtiuea,  core-box  macbine,  universal  ajod  plain  double-arm  milling  ma- 
cbines,  single  spindle  shaping  maclilue.  4,  8,  ajid  12  inch  alotter  machines, 
too1-£ilndiafi  machine,  22  ajud  2S  liicJi  drill  presses,  two  and  three  s^iUidle 
drill  presses,  half  universal  radial  drill  press,  and  trlmmln£  presses;  scbed- 
u!o  moo,  (Ifidi-llgbting  fisturcs ;  KcliiHlule  1901,  automntic  screw  machines, 
plUar  cr«Bked  bUL^-geafad  sJiaixtrs,  and  48  iuehes  wide  liy  A  or  12  feet  lODg 
plaiiers;  ecbeduJe  19U2.  autonaobile  ambulauee;  eebeduLe  1903,  water-closet 
bowls^  braj«  fuller  pattern  coc^.  water ^elouet  tank,  euj>ply,  etc.,  oacks.  lAva- 
torj  swap  cups,  cast  brass  uod  iron  floor  drains,  vltrei>0B-w»re  sbore  inva- 
torlLS,  and  brass  plumbing  fixture  traps ;  sche<lute  1904,  earthenware,  copper, 
Knd  porcelain  lined  ivasli  baalos.  wash  basin  and  lorriDg  iiick«l-{il«ted  brass 
catebee,  dlstrilwtlnK  cedes,  urinal  stop  oocks,  stateroom  crockery,  ewers, 
jars,  etc,  enameled  steel  soap  dishes,  copper  stateroom  water  ewen.  lavatory 
M-ater  heaters,  rojl  toileL-i>aper  holders,  comb-and-brush,  soap  dish,  etc., 
holders,  lavatories  *ltll  pedal  ifttaelmifent;  i^rcelaln 'stitp  lavatories,  brass 
towel  racks,  brass  flat  aod  round  rings,  rain,  batli,  and  heads  showers,  brass 
heads  Bhowera,  oak  batli-ttib  seiits,  rubtier  basin  stopi>ers,  enameled  cnst-lron 
batb  tubs,  IndlVkluaJ.  7>orcbluln.  etcv  urlHalB,  compesltiiso,'  iraler-boeter, 
<|mtroIliiJ«  vulvas,  wiiter-cloKrt,  ftisb,.  eto,!  valves  with  vlboii-s,  and  ship, 
pump,  otc  lUfter-clitaet        ,    .,w    1.  n 

Pipe  line,  No.  1*350. — Sealed  pisqwsals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Waslilngton.  D.  C.  until  August  12, 1918,  for 
n  6-lncb  flexible  Joint  sul)mersed  pjj>e,line  at  the  Xaval  Training  Station, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.    Refer  to  Specifications  No.  3203.  o\ij 


464  COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

FOKEION  TEADE  OPFOSTDHITIES. 

Beaerrcd  addreast^B  ma;  be  obta<n«]  ttom  the  Boiyh  anil  Its  dialrtct  and  pdopffb- 
tlve  oBem.  RoqupBt  tor  each  opportuntly  abould  be  od  a  Bcparate  shwt  and  utate 
opportnnHr  nnmkpr.  The  BnrFaa  do>^  not  furnlsb  credit  rating  or  aBSume 
reBponsibllltr  as  lo  the  Blaiidlag  ot  lurelgD  inqulrera ;  the  uanal  precautloDi  should  be 
lakcD  Id  atl  caaps.  Bymbola :  *  Reported  bj  Amerkaa  causular  offlccra ;  t  Reported  b^ 
*      commercial  attacb^a  and  commercial  agcDta ;  t  Direct  laqulrlea  received  by  the  Burean. 
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Paper 2728B 

2726e.t — A  compnny  In  Australia  dpslrea  to  purchaRC  or  Becure  nn  aKen<7  for 
the  sale  of  writing,  printing,  and  wrapping  paper,  as  follows:  Cream-loid 
writing  paper  In  shipments  of  100  tons,  supercalendered  mngasine  paper 
Id  50-lon  shipments,  flue  white  newspaper  In  200-ton  shipments,  cream- 
wove  bank  puper  in  50-ton  Bhipment?,  (ninimed  paper  In  10-ton  shipments, 
and  other  binds  of  papers.  The  company  pays  cash  In  Ix>D(lon  In  excttange 
for  shipping  documents,  but  will  oinke  other  arrangements  should  tliis 
method  not  be  satisfactory.    Reference. 

27267.t — A  man  In  western  Australia  wishes  to  be  placed  in  commtmlcation 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  machinery  for  the  manu- 
facture of  corrugated  or  crinkled  paper  covers  or  wrappers  for  bottles. 
Full  Information  In  regard  to  total  cost  of  machinery  landed  In  Australia 
or  on  board  ship  in  United  States,  approximate  output  of  machinery,  labor 
required,  driving  power  required,  condllJons  of  payment,  etc.  The  machin- 
ery must  not  be  of  German  or  enemy  origin. 

27268.*— An  agency  is  desired  by  a  firm  In  Spain  for  the  sole  of  snap  fasteners, 
safety  pins,  waistcoat  and  trouser  buckles,  and  sciSKoi-a.  Credit  torms  of 
from  60  to  90  days  are  preferred.  Correspoudence  may  be  In  English, 
References. 

27269.t — An  agency  In  Swltierinnd  desires  fo  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  provisions,  canned  goods,  soop,  rubber  goods,  etc. 
Swiss  Government  certificates  will  be  funilslied,  which  will  secure  neces- 
sary  ocean  tonnage.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    Ilefercnces. 

27270.t — A  man  In  Australia  desires  to  secure  agencies  for  the  sale  of  publica- 
tions of  dlftereat  kinds,  envelope-sealing  machines,  protective  clieck-writing 
devices,  window  fasteners,  iinobs,  locks,  and  building  sundries  in  general. 
He  will  consider  any  other  good  line  of  niercliandlse.    References. 


27272.' — A  cooperative  society  in  South  Africa  desires  to  be  placed  in  communi- 
cation with  American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  Implements  and  ma- 
chinery who  would  like  lo  be  exclusively  represented  in  tliat  country, 

27273.' — A  firm  In  Switzerland  desires  to  secure  ngencles  for  tlie  sale  of  wines, 
perfumery,  metals,  maciilnery,  aviation  supplies,  ftutomobile.i,  roiling  ntocic, 
,...,.      ,  ,._.      .....  ..  Inventions,  patents,  and   aU 
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WAR  TRADE  BOARD  RULINGS.  "' 

OESTAIH  IHP0HTATI0B8  OT  HIMBSAL  WATERS  PEEWTTED. 

List  of  Restricted  Imports  No,  1  litem  70)  has  been  so  amended' 
in  a  new  ruling  of  the  War  Trade  Board  (No.  18'2)  as  to  permit' 
the  importation  of  mineral  waters  from  France,  the  United  King-, 
dom,  and  Italy,  wlien  shipped  from  a  convenient  port  wliere  loading 
can  be  done  without  delay. 

mOSTS  FSOH  HAITI  AND  BAHTO  DOKINeO. 

Ry  a  new  riding  of  the  War  Trade  Board  (W.  T.  B.  K.  No.  186)  j 
licenses  may  hereafter  be  issued  freely  for  the  imjwrtation  from' 
Haiti  and  Santo  Domingo  upon  transjKirts  maintained  by  the  United' 
States  Navy  of  all  products  jvhich  have  originated  in  these  Kepublics. 

SATBASE  OASIMeS  MAT  BE  IlfPOSTES  UNDEB  OEBTAIK  OOKDITIOKS. 

The  AVar  Trade  Board  has,  by  a  new  ruling  ( W.  T.  B.  R.  No.  183) ,., 
amended  List  of  Restricted  Imports  No.  2  (item  117)  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  sausage  casings  may  be  imported  from  the  United  King- 
dom, France,  or  Italy,  but  only  when  such  shipments  come  forward 
from  a  convenient  port  and  when  they  arc  loaded  without  delay. 

IHPOBT  LIOEirSEB  FOE  SITaAE,  WBEAT,  AND  WHEAT  PEOIIOOTB. 

For  the  purposes  of  facilitating  the  enforcement,  in  the  States' 
along  the  Canadian  border,  of  the  regulations  of  the  Food  Adminis- 
tration with  respect  to  sales  of  sugar,  wheat,  and  wheat  products' 
the  War  Trade  Board  has  issued  the  following  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
181): 

Od  and  after  Autrust  1.  IfllS,  sngar,  wlient,  and  wlient  products  may  not  he 
Imported  into  the  United  Stat^  except  under  an  individual  import  license 
issued  by  the  War  Trade  Board,  and,  accordingly,  the  t.'eneral  license  heretol'ore 
isBued  aiittioriiiing  the  importation  wlthuiit  Individuiil  licenaeB  of  kidoII  quanti- 
ties of  these  commodities  has  been  revoked  as  of  August  1,  1018. 

The  Canadian  authorities  have  taken  similar  action  by  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  from  Canada  into  the  United  States  of  sugar, 
wheat,  and  wheat  products  except  under  an  individual  Canadian 
export  license. 

NEW  IXFOET  BULIHS  WITH  EEgPEOT  TO  OOUNTET  07  OBIOIH. 

The  War  Trade  Board  has  issued  the  following  ruling  (W.  T. 
B.  R.  185)  with  respect  to  the  origin  of  those  articles  included  in  the 
lists  of  restricted  imports  winch,  under  certain  conditions,  may  be , 
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imported  from  Canada  or  Mexico  or  from  convenient  European  or 
Mediterranean  North  African  ports: 

In  evory  case  where  it  Ls  proviik'd  by  the  imiiort  reslritilmis  tiiat  licensee  may 
be  issued  for  llu"  linixirtntiim  of  jwliictpd  nrilclos  friuii  Canada  or  Mexico  or 
convenlerit  KurDpeuu  iMjrts  or  ((Hivcnieiit  Meii  (terra  lu'uii  North  African  imrts 
such  licenses  slinll  bo  IsBueil  only  wlien  tlie  iirtlclps  iirorosed  to  l>c  Imported 
have  orlginnled  or,  In  the  customary  course  ot  (raile.  linve  Imhti  mnnuTaeturcd 
or  su!)staiitlally  enliunced  In  vuluft  by  man nfactu ring  pr.xi'.swM  (o)  in  the  case 
of  Importations  from  Onuadn,  in  l.'uitnda;  (6)  In  the  case  of  importations  from 
Mexico,  In  Mexico;  (c)  In  the  ens:*  of  importations  from  convenient  Eiiropenn 
ports  and  convenient  Mediterranean  North  African  pnvis,  in  Europe  or  Mediter- 
ranean Nortli  Africa. 


SIX  MONTHS'  HGTTllES  OF  THE  HTOL  OH  AND  SEED  TEADE. 

[Consul  namcT  M.  BylDgton.  Ilult.  EoBlaiid.  July  S.l 
Imports  of  oil  Reodg  at  Hull  for  the  27  weeks  ending  July  2,  1913, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1917,  were  as  follows 
according  to  statistics  issued  by  the  Hull  Chamber  of  Commerce : 
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■  Flguiea  Oil  A  Celor  TndN  Jounal. 
Notl.— Limeed  In  qoutera  of  410,  416,  and  lU  potmda;  t&pemtd  in  quarUii 
castor  wed  In  qnutets  otF-jc  poonds.    Ton  equals  3,400  poimdt. 

The  total  imports  of  oil  seeds  for  the  half  year  was  about  537,000 
tons  less  than  for  the  corresponding  months  of  1917.  During  the 
same  period  importations  of  oil  cake  amounted  to  700  tons  against 
22,857  tons  in  191T. 

Bombay  linseed  opened  at  £30  ($146)  per  ton,  the  Government- 
controlled  maximum  price,  and  has  remained  the  same  up  to  date. 
Tliere  have  been  no  sales  in  River  Plate  Unseed. 

Egyptian  cotton  weed  opened  the  year  at  £19  ($9:i.4G)  per  ton,  the 
Government-controlled  ma.ximum  price,  where  it  has  remained. 
There  have  been  no  sales  in  Bombay  cotton  seed. 

Linseed  oil  has  remained  at  £58  (^;i82.2())  per  ton,  the  Govcrnment- 
confrolle{l  maximum  price,  throughout  the  six  months. 

There  have  been  no  sales  of  refined  cottonseed  oil  reported. 

No  cxportri  have  been  recorded. 
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mtSI  BITEIL£SS  TEBSEL  LAUNCHED  IN  GBEAT  BSITAIH.     ; 
'  (CoDsul  GeDcrel  Robert  F.  Sklnoer,  LoodoD,  Jul;  18.1 

The  launching  has  just  taken  place  on  the  southern  coast  of  Eng- 
land of  the  first  steel  vessel  built  without  rivets  in  a  shipyard  oper- 
ated by  the  Inland  Waterways  and  Docks  Section  of  the  Eoyal  En- 
gineers. 

It  is  considered  at  Lloyds  that  the  production  of  this  vessel  may 
mark  an  epoch  in  the  sliipbuildinf;  industry. 

The  following  details  are  available  on  the  subject:  '  ' 

Instead  of  rlvellnR  and  calklug  the  plates,  tbey  are  joined  togetber  Id  ono 
process  by  electric  weldinj;.  This  nienns  that  tbe  plntes  aie  held  together  tem- 
porarily b;  bolts,  and  tbat  the  Joint  Is  then  submitted  to  local  hent  by  means  of 
an  electric  arc,  so  tbat  tbe  two  plates  are  fused  together.  Though  the  process 
Itself  is  not  new,  as  certain  auxiliary  work  on  ships  has  been  done  by  electric 
welding  in  the  past,  considerable  devclopuients  have  been  made  in  the  last  12 
months,  and  this  is  the  first  time  that  a  vessel  has  been  produced  entirely  by  the 
new  method.  Its  geueral  adoption  would  q>eed  up  production,  more  particularly. 
In  the  assembly  of  bulkhead  deck  structures,  flttings,  and  other  interior  work. 
It  Is  computed  from  the  results  obtained  on  this  ex|)eri mental  vessel  and  other 
Adndralty  work  that  a  saving  of  20  per  cent  or  possibly  25  per  cent  could  be 
efTected  In  both  time  and  material. 

The  0n[ted  States  Shipping  Board  have  been  in  close  touch  with  this  espert- 
mental  work,  with  the  result  that  arrangements  are  In  hand  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  a  number  of  10,000-lon  standard  ships,  In  tbe  production  of  which ' 
"riveters"  will  become  "welders."  While  the  first  vessel  just  launched  is] 
rivetlesB,  It  Is  calculated  thnt  these  large  vessels  will  only  have  about  2i  per 
cent  of  the  originally  Intended  number  of  rivets.  It  Is  seen,  therefore,  that  In ' 
nearly  all  circumstances  the  electric  welding  process  can  be  satisfactorily  use<1. 
In  the  vessel  Just  launched  the  "  shell "  up  to  and  Including  the  bottom  seam  of : 
the  bilge  plate.  Is  continuooBly  welded  Inside  and  out.  The  cross  seams  are ' 
similarly  treated.  The  oulslde  is  continuously  welded  and  the  Inside  "  tack  " 
welded.  "Tack"  welding  means  welding  a  short  section,  say,  S  inches,  and 
Uien  skipping  another  section  of  about  twice  as  much.  The  ft^mes,  floors, 
deck  brackets,  and  nonwuter-tlght  bulkheads  are  all  "  tack  "  welded  ;  the  water- 
tight bulkheads  are  continuously  welded.  In  tbe  case  of  the  deck  plates,  "  butt " 
welding  (1.  e.,  tlie  plates  arranged  end  to  end,  without  nny  overlap)  has  beeit 
adopted.  In  the  construction  ouOlned  it  Is  considered  that  a  good  margin  at 
Eafety  bas  been  allowed. 

KEZICAN  DECBEE  RELATIVE  tO  SIlTEINa  OF  OIL  WELLS. 

fAmbuasfldor  Henry  P.  Fletcher,  Meiico  City,  July  23.] 

Circular  No.  6,  issued  by  tlie  Department  of  Industry,  Commerce, 
and  Labor  under  date  of  Jidy  6,  relative  to  permits  which  in  future 
will  be  granted  for  the  sinking  of  oil  wells,  provides  that  inasmuch 
as  many  persons  and  companies  to  whom  permits  have  been  issued: 
for  sinking  oil  wells  have  not  begun  work  thereon  or  have  not 
finished  drilling  within  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  it  has  been  de- ; 
cided  that  in  fiiture  such  permits  will  be  considered  as  subject  to 
cancellation  in  case  work  has  not  been  started  within  six  months  fronl 
the  date  of  the  provisional  i)ermit  granted  by  the  respective  agency, 
and  in  case  work  has  not  been  completed  within  one  year  from  the. 
same  date. 

A  period  of  90  days  is  stipulated  within  which  to  revalidate  any 
permits  that  may  come  under  either  of  the  two  cases  described,  this 
period  to  begin  from  the  date  of  the  circular. 

Any  permits  that  may  be  canceled  for  any  of  the  reasons  stated 
may  be  revalidated  upon  application  to  the  respective  agency,  which 
will  establish  the  conditions  under  which  such  permits  may  be  re- 
newed. 


WHT  BPSCZAI  EZPOST  FACEZBQ  IS  VSEDED. 

(Specll!  AEcnt  S.  W.  BoBentbal.] 

That  too  much  care  can  not  be  used  in  pactin^  goods  for  some 
interior  points  in  South  America  is  revealed  W  a  brief  description  of 
the  handling  tliey  undergo  in  a  trip  from  Kew  York  to  La  Paz, 
Bolivia.  As  an  illustration,  25  cases  of  envelopes  were  loaded  on  a 
truck  in  New  York  and  unloaded  at  the  steamship  pier.  They  were 
then  placed  on  board  the  steamship  and  unloaded  at  Colon,  Panama. 
Tliey  were  reembarked  on  a  steamer  at  Colon  and  transferred  to  a 
launch  at  MoUendo,  since  there  are  no  piers  at  this  port.  They  were 
taken  on  shore  from  the  launch,  transferred  to  handcarts,  and  taken 
to  the  railroad  station.  Tliey  were  placed  on  a  freight  car  and 
unloaded  at  Guaci,  Lake  Titicaca.  At  Guaci  they  were  placed  aboard 
a  steamer  and  taken  to  Pimo;  here  they  were  unloaded  from  the 
steadier  and  placed  on  tlie  railroad  cars  which  transferred  them  to 
Ia  Paa.  At  La  Pas  they  were  carried  by  Indians  to  the  customer^ 
warehouse. 

It  is  obvious  that  if  merchandise  is  to  be  received  in  La  Paz  in 
satisfactory  condition  the  packing  must  ba  done  with  special  car«. 
Both  merchants  and  customhouse  brokers  report  tiiat  the  best  pre- 
ventive for  dama^  and  rifling  is  to  pack  the  merchandise  in  a  stout 
shipping  case,  nail  metal  edgmg  around  the  ends,  and  finally  paint 
the  edgmg  so  that  it  will  show  marks  if  tampered  with.  This,  they 
report,  makes  n  full  proof  shipping  case. 

The  marking  of  cc^es  must  also  be  plain  and  lat^e  enough  to  be 
easiij  made  out  in  the  hold  of  a  ship.  Numbers  should  be  placed  on 
the  invoice  and  packages,  so  that  if  different  types  of  merchandise, 
such  as  envelopes,  are  made  in  one  shipment  the  inspection  of  all  the 
goods  wil!  not  be  necessary  in  order  to  divide  them  into  different 
classes  for  customs  purposes. 

These  facts  may  be  a  familiar  story  to  the  old  and  exp'crieueod 
exporter,  but  they  must  be  given  constant  attention  by  the  new- 
comer in  our  export  trade,  who  is  pertiaps  not  so  well  accjuainted  with 
the  conditions  under  which  his  goods  are  handled  in  foreign  coontries. 


THANKINa  THE  TIt&S£  OMAKIZATIOmi. 

In  order  to  check  up  and  improve  its  lists  of  American  manu- 
facturers and  merchants  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce recently  requested  National  and  State  trade  organizations 
whose  membership  either  manufacture,  sui>ply,  or  handle  goods  for 
ex[X)rt  to  submit  classified  lists  of  tlicir  members.  The  response 
made  by  the  trade  organizations  has  been  ready  and  whole-hearted, 
and  I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  it  in  this  manner,  rather  than 
by  individual  letters  to  the  various  organisations.  The  Bureaii  want,=5 
to  keep  these  membcrslnp  lists  up  to  date  and  will  appreciate  lists 
of  additions  and  changes  regularly. 

B.  S.  Cutler, 
Ohirf  of  B'ltrpau. 

Ko  tTonble  to  boy,  cheap,  convenleat,  a  real  Inveitment — War  Saving  Stawyi. 

Jioot^lc 
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PEBTINENT  FACTS  ABOITI  BUB3CA. 

[Consul  Lnwrenoe  P.  Brlggs.  Raneoo",  Burm«,  India.] 

This  consulate  is  constantly  in  receipt  of  letters  from  business 
houses  in  the  United  States  making  inquiry  about  market  condi- 
tions in  Burma  for  American  products  and  about  products  of  Burnu^ 
that  may  be  purchased  to  advantage  by  American  importers.  There- 
fore the  following  general  information  concerning  Burma  may  provQ 
helpful  to  American  importers  and  exporters. 

This  consular  district  consists  of  the  organized  Province  of  Burma! 
and  the  contiguous  States  administered  by  or  under  the  protection 
of  the  government  of  that  Province.  The  total  area  is  262,616  square 
miles — almost  exactly  the  same  as  that  of  Texas — and  the  population 
is  12,115,217  (census  of  1911).  The  density  of  population  is  53  to 
the  square  mile. 

Although  Burma  is  a  Province  of  the  Empire  of  India,  it  has  little 
geogi'aphical  or  racial  connection  with  the  other  Provinces  of  the 
Empire  and  its  communication  with  them  is  entirely  by  sea.  Physi- 
cally and  ethnologically  Burma  is  a  part  of  Indo-China.  It  lies  en-' 
tirely  within  the  penmsula  of  that  name  and  its  inhabitants  are 
closely  related  to  the  Siamese,  the  Laotians,  the  Cambodians,  and 
other  inhabitants  of  that  peninsula. 

The  population  of  Burma  (census  of  1911)  consists  of  7,996,327! 
Burmese  and  closely  related  races;  3,128,67"  other  related  indigenous 

Soples;  837,570  natives  of  India,  chiefly  recent  immigrants  from 
adras  and  Bengal ;  122,838  Chinese ;  7,478  other  Asiatics;  and  21,371 
Eiu-opeans  and  Americans.  Of  this  latter  number  about  450  are 
American  missionaries,  oil  drillers,  and  miners.  The  Indians, 
Chinese,  and  Europeans  live  chiefly  in  the  cities,  while  the  Burmese 
and  other  indigenous  peoples  live  in  the  coimtry.  There  are  63  cen-  i 
sus  towns  of  3,000  inhabitants  or  over  (census  of  1911),  and  the! 
proportion  of  urban  population  is  9.3  per  cent  and  is  declining.     The 

Kopnlation  of  the  chief  cities  is  (census  of  1911) :  Rangoon,  293,316; , 
landalav,    138,299;    Moulmein,   57,587;    Akyab,    37,873;    Bassein,: 
37,071;  I'rome,  20,911 ;  and  Tavoy,  25,074.  ,  \ 

The  Burmese  and  other  indigenous  peoples  and  the  Chinese  are ' 
maiidy  Buddhist  in  religion.    Tlie  Indians  are  Hindus  and  Moham- 1 
medans. 
Topograpliy,  Climate,  and  Kesonroei.  '~"\ 

Geographically  Burma  consists  of  the  delta  and  drainage  systems  ■ 
of  the  Irrawaddy-Sittang  and  Lower  Salween,  the  plateaus  and ' 
mountains  on  either  side  of  these  valleys,  and  two  narrow  coastal 
strips  betweei^the  mountains  and  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

The  Province  extends  from  a  little  below  10°  to  something  more : 
than  28°  North  latitude,  about  1,200  miles.  The  delta  and  littoral  I 
regions  are  tropical,  but  the  plateaus  of  the  upper  Irrawaddy  extend  . 
north  of  the  tropics,  and  their  latitude  and  altitude  give  them  a  ; 
temperate  climate.  The  coastal  strips  have  an  average  rainfall  of 
about  200  inches,  the  delta  has  an  average  of  about  90  inches,  a  dry 
zone  in  the  mid-Irrawaddy  Valley  between  20°  and  23°  has  an^ 
average  of  less  than  30  inches,  and  the  plateaus  to  the  north  and 
east  receive  about  25  inches.  In  general  there  are  two  seasons — rainy 
from  May  to  October  and  dry  from  November  to  April.  The  mean 
luonthly  temperature  of  the  coast  and  delta  varies  from  75°  to  85", 
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that  of  the  dry  zone  from  70"  to  90°,  and  that  of  the  northern  plateau 
from  60°  to  85°  (Fahrenheit). 

Bnrmn  is  a  land  of  great  npricultural,  forest,  aud  mineral  re- 
sources. It  is  one  of  the  richest  Provinces  of  India,  and  it  annually 
pays  ahout  $12,000,000  into  the  Imperial  treasury.  It  is  dilScult  to 
determine  the  wealth  of  the  country,  but  exports  are  to  some  degree 
a  measure  of  purchasing  power,  and  the  value  of  Burma^s  sea-bcKiifl 
exports  is,  under  normal  condition,  more  than  $120,000,000  per  year. 
This  is  a  per  capita  export  of  nearly  $10  against  i^JiO  for  the  rest 
of  India,  $3  for  French  Indo-Cbina,  $7  for  Siam,  .and  $7  for  the 
,  F'hilippines. 
Uce  RBd  Otlier  Frodncts — irvmtwr  of  Indnstital  EstabllKhments. 

Tho  economic  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  Burma  rests  upon  a 
secure  foundation.  Rice  is  the  staple  product. '  About  85  per  cent 
of  the  population  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  paddy  and  another 
10  per  cent  in  the  transportation  and  milling  of  that  commodity. 
The  average  rice  crop  is  nearly  7,000,000  tons.  After  fm-n'ishing 
the  chief  article  of  diet  of  the  native  population,  about  2,500,000  tons 
of  rice,  valued  at  $75,000,000,  are  exported  annually,  constituting  by 
value  over  60  per  cent  of  the  total  export  of  Burma.  India  ana 
other  neighboring  countries  afford  a  good  market.  The  nnnual 
overflow  of  the  delta  insures  good  crops.  Crop  failures  and  famines 
are  uniinown.  Drought,  floods,  and  other  natural  conditions  are 
only  a  question  of  more  or  less  rice  for  export.  Other  importaot 
vegetable  products  are  sesamum,  beans,  peanuts,  cotton,  and  tobacco. 
The  output  of  petroleum  products  is  constantly  increasing  despite 
rumors  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  oil  fields.  Mining  is  a  new  industry, 
and  the  deposits  of  wolfram,  tin,  lead,  silver,  and  zinc  are  rich  and 
extensive.  Burma  is  the  chief  center  of  the  teak  industry.  The 
production  of  teak  is  under  control  of  the  Forestry  Department, 
and  under  present  method  of  exploitation,  conservation,  and  repro- 
duction the  supply  is  said  to  be  inexhaustible. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Indian  Factories  Act  for  1916  reported 
516  factories  in  Burma,  of  which  the  principal  ones  were:  311  rice 
mills,  chiefly  in  Rangoon,  Basseinj  Moulmcin,  and  Akyab;  110  saw- 
mills, chiefly  in  Rangoon,  Moulmem,  and  Mandalay;  6  petroleum  re- 
fineries, near  Rangoon ;  14  cotton  presses  and  14  oil  mills,  in  the  Irra- 
waddy  Valley;  7  iron  and  brass  foimdri^,  mostly  in  Rangoon;  € 
printing  presses,  at  or  near  Rangoon;  4  ice,  mineral,  and  aerated 
water  factories,  at  Rangoon;  2  small  match  factories,  1  small  tobacco 
factory,  1  small  sugar  factory.  1  small  distillery,  4  small  flour  mills, 
and  1  small  rope  factory,  besides  dock  yards  and  raiJwyy  workshops. 
IHatancc  From  Certain  Points — Sbippia;  AMommodationt. 

Rangoon,  the  metropolis,  capital,  and  chief  port,  is  situated  21  miles 
inland  on  the  Irrawaddy.  It  is  776  miles  from  Calcutta  and  1,256 
and  1,164  miles,  respertively,  from  Colombo  and  Singajwre.  the 
points  of  departure  for  vessels  coming  from  the  West  and  the  East. 
It  is  8,162  miles  from  Liverpool,  4,222  miles  from  Yokohama,  9,797 
miles  from  New  York  via  Suez,  and  8,6R2  miles  from  Seattle  via 
Yokohama. 

Under  norma!  conditions.  Rangoon  enjov^d  comparatively  good 
transportation  service.  The  Bihby  and  Patrick  Henderson  liiiesi.  run- 
ning fortnightly  on  alternate  weeks,  affordi^d  weekly  passenger  and 
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freight  service  to  Liverpool  and  London,  and  the  Ellerman,  City,  and 
Hall  Line  gave  fortnightly  service  to  the  same  ports.  Several  other 
lines  running  to  neighboring  ports  made  regular  connections  for 
ports  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  The  British  India  Steam  Navi- 
gation Co.  ran  three  boats  a  week  to  Calcutta,  g^ave  weekly  service  to 
Madras  and  to  Singapore,  and  frequent  service  to  Australia  and 
South  Africa.  At  Calcutta  and  Singapore  these  boats  connected  with 
British,  Dutch,  or  Spanish  lines  running  to  Europe,  and  these  in  turn 
connected  in  the  Mediterranean  and  other  European  ports  with  the 
trans-Atlantic  liners  running  to  the  United  states.  The  British 
India  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  the  China  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  and 
the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  maintained  fortnightly  service  between 
Calcutta  and  Yokohama,  stopping  at  Rangoon  and  Singapore.  The 
Asiatic  Steam  Navigation  Co.  and  the  British  India  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Co,  furnished  direct  service  from  Rangoon  to  Japan,  the  vessels 
of  these  companies  running  from  Calcutta  to  Sumatra  and  Java 
called  regularly  at  Rangoon,  and  the  Java-Bengal  Line  from  Cal- 
cutta to  Java  gave  fortnightly  service  to  various  ports  of  the  Nether- 
lands Indies. 

During  the  past  year,  the  transportation  service  of  this  region 
has  been  somewnat  deranged,  and  sailings  on  most  of  these  lines  have 
been  irregular  and  less  frequent.  The  Jni>anese  lines  have  maintained 
their  connections  via  the  Pacific.  The  Royal  Packet  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Co.  (Koninklijke  Paketvaart  Maatschappij )  now  runs  about 
four  boats  a  montli  to  Medan,  Sumatra,  where  connections  can  be 
made  with  Java  and  Singapore,  thence  by  the  regular  steamers  of 
this  company  to  San  Francisco.  The  American  and  Indian  Line  gives 
monthly  service  to  New  York  via  Colombo  and  Calcutta;  and  the 
Pacific  Mail  Line  has  iust  inauguriited  a  new  service  between  Calcutta 
and  San  Francisco.  The  Nourse  Line  runs  direct  steamers  from  Ran- 
goon to  West  Indian  and  Cuban  ports,  and  Messi-s.  Andrew  Weir  & 
Co,'s  steamers  on  the  Calcutta-South  American  service  call  at  Ran- 
goon for  cargo  to  Chilean  and  Peruvian  ports. 

The  coastwise  trade  between  Rangoon  and  other  ports  of  India 
is  carried  on  chiefly  by  the  vessels  of  the  British  Steam  Navigation 
Co.  and  the  Asiatic  Steam  Navigation  ('o.  Under  normal  conditions 
the  former  company  maintains,  in  addition  to  its  services  to  Calcutta 
and  Singapore  mentioned  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  regidar  weekly 
sailings  from  Rangoon  to  Calcutta  and  U>  the  North  Coromandel 
coast  of  India,  Madras,  Malabar  coast  ports,  Ceylon,  Persian  Gulf, 
and  East  Africa.  The  latter  company  normally  maintains  regular 
service  between  Calcutta,  Chittagong,  and  Rangoon;  Calcutta  and 
Moulmein,  calling  at  Rangoon;  and  Calcutta  and  Port  Blair,  Anda- 
man Islands,  calling  at  Rangoon. 
Hail  and  Parcel-Putt  Service  with  Vnited  Statei. 

Before  the  war  mail  from  Rangoon  to  the  United  States  required 
about  2C  days.  It  was  carried  by  the  triweekly  British  India  ves- 
sels to  Calcutta,  thence  by  rail  to  Bombay,  where  it  was  taken  by 
weekly  boats  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Line  to  Brindisi,  thence 
overland  to  England,  where  it  was  transferred  to  the  fa-st  trans- 
Atlantic  liners  to  New  York.  Since  the  war  the  Brindisi  route  has 
been  abandoned  and  mails  ore  generally  carried  to  Miirseille  by  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  boat  from  Bombay  or  by  Massageries 
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Maritimes  vessels  from  Aden.  Under  war  conditions  mail  service 
via  Europe  is  somewhat  slower  than  before  and  letters  often  arrive 
quicker  via  the  Pacific  route. 

Bui-ma  has  parcel-post  connections  with  most  of  the  important 
countries  of  the  world.    There  is  no  regular  service  with  the  United 
States,  but  packages  may  be  sent  by  a  semiofBcial  service  maintained 
in  conjunction  with  the  American  Express  Co. 
Ports  of  Batry— linp«rUiioe  of  Bangoon  as  a  Tradimc  Center. 

Practically  all  the  exterior  trade  of  Burma  is  done  through  tour 
ports  of  entry — Rangoon,  Moulmein,  Bassein,  and  Akyab.  The 
■  import  and  export  business  is  done  almost  wholly  by  Rangoon  firms. 
Altyab  is  the  exporting  center  for  about  $4,000,000  worth  of  rice 
produced  each  year  on  the  Arakan  coast  between  17°  and  21°  North 
latitude.  But  the  important  Akyab  rice  mills  are  owned  by  Rangoon 
firms  and  practically  all  the  imports  of  this  region  come  from  Kan- 
goon  or  Calcutta.  Moulmein  exports  about  $3,000,000  worth  of  rice, 
$1,500,000  worth  of  teak,  and  $500,000  worth  of  other  products  from 
the  Tennsserim  coast  running  from  the  Gulf  of  Martaban  in  17° 
down  to  10°  North  latitude,  and  most  of  the  wolfram,  tin,  and  rubber 
exported  from  Burma  is  shipped,  either  directly  or  via  Rangoon, 
from  the  ports  of  Tavoy  and  Mergui  on  the  Tenasserim  coast  south 
of  Moulmein,  Bassein,  on  the  western  branch  of  tlie  Irrawaddy 
delta,  is  the  third  port  in  importance,  exporting  annually  about 
$4,500,000  worth  of  rice. 

Rangoon  is  by  far  the  leading  port  of  Burma  and  is  the  third  port 
of  India,  ranking  next  after  Calcutta  and  Bombay.  Nearly  all  of 
Burma's  $66,000,000  worth  of  yearly  imports  enter  at  Rangoon  and 
about  $100j000,000  worth  of  products  are  annually  exported  from 
this  port.  Rangoon  is  the  world's  leading  port  in  the  exportation  of 
rice,  teak,  cutch,  and  wolfram  ore.  Harlwr  facilities  are  adequate  to 
the  importance  of  the  port.  The  river  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  32 
feet  draft,  loading  and  unloading  are  comparatively  rapid,  store- 
houtie  facilities  am  abundant  and  good,  and  railway  and  river- 
steamer  connections  are  sufficient  to  insure  speedy  transshipment  for 
goods  destined  for  the  coast  or  the  interior. 

Rangoon  is  the  general  distributing  and  collecting  point  for  the 
Arakan  and  Tenasserim  coasts,  as  well  as  the  commercial  inlet  and 
outlet  of  the  great  Irrawaddy  Valley  region.  Under  normal  condi- 
tions the  British  India  Line  steamers  from  Rangoon  to  Calcutta  call 
weekly  at  Akyab.  This  company  maintains  triweekly  service  to 
Moulmein  and  iveekly  service  to  Tavoy  and  Mergui,  and  the  Asiatic 
Steam  Navigation  Co.'s  line  from  Calcutta  gives  weekly  service  to 
Port  Blair,  Andaman  Islands,  and  to  Moulmein.  A  railway  connects 
Rangoon  M-ith  Martaban  just  across  the  river  from  Moulmein. 
late t1  or  Transportation  Facilities. 

The  interior  transportation  of  Burma  is  carried  on  by  means  of 
water,  rail,  and  wagon  roads, 

Burma  is  well  provided  with  interior  wateiways,  A  network  of 
branches,  bayous,  and  canals  gives  easy  access  to  all  parts  of  the 
densely  populated  delta  region,  and  the  Irrawaddy,  Sittang,  and 
Salween  Rivers  and  their  tributaries  penetrate  to  most  of  the  hab- 
itable regions  of  the  interior.    Tiie  Sittang  is  not  navigable  and  ths 
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Salween  is  navigable  only  for  a  short  distance,  but  these  streams 
with  the  Irrawaddy  afford  a  passageway  for  the  large  rafts  of  teak 
and  other  logs  for  the  sawmills  of  Rangoon  and  Moulmein. 

The  delta  region  and  the  interior  contain  about  3,000  miles  of 
navigable  waterways.  The  Irrawaddy  Flotilla  Co.  has  a  practical 
monopoly  of  the  interior  water  transportation  of  Burma.  This  com- 
pany has  a  fleet  of  about  500  vessels,  large  and  small,  and  maintains 
regular  passenger,  mail,  and  freight  service  in  the  delta  and  upper 
Irrawaddy  and  on  the  lower  Salween.  The  principal  lines  run  from 
Rangoon  to  Dassein  (248  miles) ;  from  Rangoon  to  Mandalay  (708 
miles) ;  from  Mandalay  to  Bhamo,  near  the  Chinese  frontier  (320 
miles) ;  from  Pakoku,  on  the  Irrawaddy  below  Mandalay,  up  the 
(Siindwin  to  Kindat  (274  miles) — and  during  the  high-water  season 
to  Homalin  (147  miles  above  Kindat) ;  and  from  Moulmein  to  various 
points  on  the  lower  Salween  and  its  tributaries. 
K«UW«r  Xll«Bce  uid  TTBila. 

The  1,698  miles  of  railways  in  Burma  are  operated  by  the  BurmR 
Railways  Co.  These  roads  have  a  uniform  gauge  of  1  meter  (8.28 
feet).  The  main  line  runs  up  the  Sittsng  Valley  from  Rangoon  to 
Mandalay  (386  miles) ;  thence  to  Myitkyina,  on  the  upper  Irra- 
waddy (341  miles),  with  branches  to  Martaban  (121  miles);  to 
Myingyan,  on  the  Irrawaddy  below  Mandalay  (70  miles) ;  to  Lashio, 
through  the  lead-silver-zinc  mining  region  ot  the  upper  Shan  States 
(180  miles  from  Mandalay);  and  to  Alon,  on  the  Chindwin  (78 
milee).  Another  line  runs  from  Rangoon  to  Prome,  at  the  head  ot 
the  Irrawaddy  delta  (161  miles),  with  a  branch  to  Bassein  (116 
miles).  There  are  about  120  miles  of  double  track,  nearly  all  of  it 
running  out  of  Rangoon  on  the  Mandalay  and  Prome  lines. 

During  the  year  1916-17  the  gross  earnings  of  the  Burma  Railway 
Co.  were  over  $8,000,000,  of  which  nearly  60  per  cent  was  derived 
from  freidit  service  and  nearly  40  per  cent  from  passenger  service. 
The  freight  carried  amounted  to  over  2,800,000  long  tons,  of  which 
the  principal  items  were:  Paddy  and  rice,  l,280,iW0  tons;  marble 
and  stone,  200,000  tons;  timber,  138,000  tons;  beans  and  peas,  85,000 
tons;  other  vegetables  and  fruits,  70,000  tons;  sugar  and  mcJasses, 
38,000  tons ;  and  provisions,  14,700  tons. 

Rangoon  and  Mandalay  have  electric  street  railways. 
Klleage  of  S^^wayj. 

Because  of  Burma's  excellent  system  of  waterways,  wagon  roads  do 
not  play  an  important  part  in  its  interior  transportation  system.  The 
roads  are  generally  short.  To  some  degree  they  are  "  feeders "  to 
rivers  and  railways,  but  in  general  they  are  of  administrative  or  mili- 
tary rather  than  of  commercial  value.  In  all,  there  are  about  12,348 
miles  of  passable  roads.  The  Public  Works  Department  maintains 
1,912  miles  of  "  metaled  "  and  8,706  miles  of  "  unmetaled  "  roads,  and 
the  local  authorities  maintain  1,730  miles  of  road,  chiefly  "  unmetaled." 
The  "  metaled  "  road  is  nearly  all  automobile  roads  in  the  vicinity  of 
Rangoon  and  other  industrial  and  administrative  centers.  The  "  un- 
metaled "  roads  are  in  the  settled  valleys,  where  goods  are  transported 
by  bullock  carts.  In  a  few  remote  regions  mule  paths  form  the  only 
means  of  transportation,  but  the  proportion  of  goods  so  transported 
is  almost  negligible.  ~  ■ 
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In  spite  of  the  paucity  of  goods  roads,  there  were  on  December  1, 

1917, 1,792  automobiles  registered  in  Burma.      .  ^ ^,. , ,  . 

Frinclpft]  Export!  Knd  Imports.  '       •■~'~~i~  -     .  -  ^ 

The  principal  exports  from  Burma  to  foreign  countries  and  to 
other  Provinces  of  India  are:  Bice  and  paddy,  about  $75,000,000  a 
year;  petroleum  productej  $20,000,000;  teak  and  other  timber,  $7,- 
000,000;  mineral  ores,  chiefly  wolfram  and  lead,  $0,000,000;  beans 
and  peas,  $3,000,000;  hides,  $2,500,000;  cotton,  $1,500,000;  rubber, 
81,500,000;  cntch — a  Hye  and  mordant  made  by  boiling  the  heartwood 
of  Acacia  catechu— ^BOOfiOO ;  and  tobacco,  $600,000. 

The  principal  articles  imported  during  1916  were:  Cotton  goods, 
$15,300,000;  iron  and  steel  and  their  manufactures,  $7,400,000;  jut© 

funny  bags,  $4,450,000;  cotton  twist  and  yarn,  $2,800,000;  coal, 
1,990,000;  sugar; $1,950,000;  areca  nuts,  $1,900,000;  tobacco,  $1,890,- 
000;  fish,  $1,230,000;  salt.  $1,187,400;  wines  and  liquors,  $1,100,000: 
silk  piece  goods,  $1,118,000;  vegetables,  $1,070,000;  haberdashery  and 
millinery,  $893,000;  paper,  $800,000;  flour.  $775,000;  motor  trucks 
and  cars,  $700,000 ;  boots  and  shoes  (leather),  $395,000. 

Some  of  these  imports,  sucl>as  jute  gunny  ba^,  areca  nuts,  fish, 
and  vegetables,  are  necessarily  of  Asiatic  origin;  others,  such  as 
coarse  cotton  piece  goods,  cotton  twist  and  yam,  flour,  silk  goods,  and 
sugar,  are  produced  so  cheaply  in  India,  Japan,  and  Java  that  com- 
petition is  practically  impossible;  still  other  imports,  such  as  cool 
and  salt,  are  by  their  nature  removed  from  the  competition  of  dis- 
tant countries.  But  in  most  commodities  distance  is  the  only  natural 
I  obstacle  to  free  competition. 

i  In  1916  the  United  Kingdom  furnished  about  55  per  cent  of  the  cot- 
i  ton  piece  goods  and  India  about  25  per  cent.  Iron  and  steel  and  their 
1  manufactures  came  from  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  and  Ja- 
i  pan,  in  the  order  named.  Wines  and  liquors  came  chiefly  from  Great 
Britain  and  France ;  haberdashery  and  millinery,  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  India,  Japan,  and  the  IJnited  States;  motor  cars  and  ac- 
I  cessories,  from  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom ;  boot3 
I  and  shoes,  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Unit«d  States. 
I  America'!  Trade  with  Burma. 

During  1916  exports  from  Eangoon  to  the  United  States  amounted 
to  $1,482,278,  of  which  the  chief  articles  were:  Hides,  $077,001 :  rice, 
$279,642;  beans,  $165,133;  paraffin  wax,  $125,081;  cntch,  $92,195; 
teak,  $76,383 ;  and  rubber,  $59,203.  These  amounts  are  somewhat  in 
excess  of  those  of  previous  years.  About  $1,500,000  worth  of  rice  ia 
annually  exported  from  Burma  to  Cuba. 

Imports  into  Burma  from  the  United  States  for  the  years  1914, 
1915,  and  1916  amounted,  respectively,  to  $2,245,500,  $3,219,010,  and 
$3,499,997.  America's  share  of  the  imports  from  foreign  countries 
(including  the  United  Kingdom,  but  excluding  India)  during  tha 
same  years  was,  respectively,  5i  per  cent,  10  per  cent,  and  OJ  per 
cent  of  the  total.  The  chief  articles  imported  from  the  United 
States  during  1916  were :  Iron  and  steel,  mainly  pipes  and  fittings, 
tinned,  and  galvanized  sheets,  and  nails,  $1,667,041;  machinery, 
$289,159,  of  which  more  than  50  per  cent  represented  mining  ma- 
chinery; hardware,  especially  implements  and  tools,  locks,  and  metal 
lamps,  $144,269;  motor  cars  and  trucks  and  their  parts,  $583,081; 
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kerosene,  $109,069;  lubriratinc  oil,  $69,140*  paper.  $62,313 ;  boots  and 
shoes,  $60,661 ;  oilcloth  nntl  floorcloth,  $43,190 ;  canned  mid  bottled 
goods,  chiefly  Canned  moats  and  f niits,  $40,107 ;  tiiHow  nfid  ^t^wpin, 
$39,711;  liquors,  mostly  in  drugs,  $38,482;  electrical  apparatus, 
fans,  lights,  etc.,  $25,132;  stationery  other  than  paper,  §22,381; 
and  leatlier  goods  other  than  bootft  and  shoes.  $21,()!l.'i.  These  sta- 
tistics show  the  ^ind  and  amount  of  goods  the  United  States  was 
able  to  sell  in  this  market  during  1916.  It  is  notable  that  of  Burma's 
leading  imports — cotton  goods — America's  sales  amounted  to  only 
$6,004. 
Banking  FacUlUet. 

Under  ordinary  conditions  payment  of  goods  is  nearly  always 
made  by  60  or  90  day  London  draft,  on  receipt  of  floods  c  i.  f. 
BangooD.  However,  Rangoon  banking  connections  are  very  good 
and  arran^ments  can  be  made  for  payment  in  New  Yoric  or  other 
point  of  shipment,  if  this  is  found  mutually  desirable. 

The  leading  Rangoon  exchange  banks  are  the  Hongkong-Shanghai 
Banking  Corporation ;  the  Chartered  Bank  of  India,  Australia,  and 
China;  the  Netherlands  Trading  Society  (Nederlandsche  Handel- 
Maatschappij) ;  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  (Ltd.);  the  National 
Bank  of  India  (Ltd.);  and  the  Mercantile  Bank  of  India  (Ltd.). 
The  Hongkonk-Shanghai  Bank  has  branches  in  New  York  and 
San  Francisco.  The  Chartered  Bank  has  a  branch  in  New  York 
and  is  represented  by  the  First  National  Bank,  Chicago ;  the  Bank 
of  Nova  Scotia,  Boston;  the  Commercial  National  Bank,  New  Or- 
leans; the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,  St.  Iy>nis  and  Seattle  and 
Tacoma.  The  Netherlands  Trading  Society  Bank  is  represented  by 
the  First  National  Bank,  Boston;  National  Park  Bank,  New  York: 
Wells  Fargo  Nevada  National  Bank,  San  Francisco;  Intemntional 
Banking  Corporation,  Bank  of  New  York,  Giinianty  Trust  Co.,  and 
Messrs.  G.  Ami^inck  &  Co.,  and  is  the  local  agent  for  the  Interna- 
tional Banking  Corporation.  The  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  has 
branches  in  New  York,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  and  Seattle  and 
is  represented  by  the  American  Express  Co.  or  other  firms  or  b^nks 
in  nearly  all  the  important  cities  of  the  United  States.  The  National 
Bank  of  India  is  represented  in  America  by  the  Bank  of  British 
North  America,  the  ^Vnglo-South  American  Bank,  and  Messrs.  La- 
zard  Freres.  The  Mercantile  Bank  is  represented  by  the  Bank  of 
British  North  America. 
LanguaKC  Honey,  Wctghti  and  Meatures,  Packing. 

In  the  Burma  market  the  United  Stales  has  a  great  advantage  over 
other  foreign  competitors  in  the  matter  of  language,  weights,  and 
measures;  and,  considering  America's  apparent  lack  uf  adaptability 
in  markets  where  a  diiferent  language  and  a  different  system  are  used, 
these  advantages  are  of  great  importance. 

Most  of  the  importing  houses  of  Rangoon  are  British,  although 
some  of  the  leading  ones  arc  Dutch,  American,  Armenian,  and  In- 
dian, and  before  the  war  some  were  German  and  Austrian.  Many 
of  the  smaller  importei-s  are  Indian,  Chinese,  or  Bunnese.  But,  in 
any  case,  English  is  the  sole  language  of  business.  • 

The  Indian  gold  exchange  standard  curn'ncy  system  applies  to 
Burma.    The  unit  of  currency  is  the  alver  rupee,  tlio  nom'uial  value  . 
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of  which  is  fixed  at  one-fifteenth  of  the  English  pound  sterling,  oi* 
$0.32443.  But  for  the  purpose  of  the  import  and  export  trade,  Eng- 
lish sterling  money  is  used,  and  quotations  should  be  m  that  currency. 

The  English  system  of  weights  and  measures,  witli  which  Ameri- 
cans are  familiar,  is  used  almost  exclusively  in  the  foreign  trade  of 
Burma,  although  the  metric  system  is  not  unknown.  Unless  other- 
wise specified,  the  English  long  ton  is  understood.  In  other  respects, 
the  system  is  the  same  as  that  m  common  use  in  the  United  States. 

£>istance,  heat,  moisture,  and  insects  are  the  conditions  callins  for 
Bpeeial  care  in  pacliing  for  the  Burma  market.  Burma  is  halfway, 
round  the  world  from  the  United  States,  and  in  many  cases  two  or 
more  transshipments  are  necessary  between  the  American  port  of 
shipment  and  Rangoon.  These  facts  alone  make  it  necessary  that 
goods  should  be  securely  packed,  and  this,  of  course,  is  doubly  im- 
portant when  the  goods  are  perishable  or  easily  injured.  Heat  and 
moisture  make  it  necessary  that  dyes  and  similar  goods  prepared  tt^ 
this  market  sliould  be  hermetically  sealed  in  metal  or  other  air-tight 
containers.  The  same  conditions  and  the  presence  of  white  ants  and 
other  insects  make  it  imperative  that  even  articles  of  paper  and  wood 
be  tightly  inclosed  in  strong  packages  or  boxes.  Machinery  sliould 
be  dismantled  as  much  as  possible  and  very  carefully  packed,  an<i 
where  a  machine  is  shipped  to  a  person  not  familiar  with  it  each  part 
should  be  tagged  and  labeled  and  detailed  instructions  should  be 
given  for  assembling  and  erecting  the  machine  upon  its  arrival. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  interior  transportation  system  of  Burma 
that  calls  for  special  methods  of  packing.  Once  arrived  at  Kangoon, 
goods  are  transported  quickly  and  securely  by  rail  or  steamer  to 
all  the  important  centei'S  of  Burma.  ^i 

Import  and  Export  DntlM.  ^ 

Compared  with  the  Asiatic  colonies  of  other  nations.  India,  includ-  , 
ing  Burma,  is  singularly  free  from  restrictions  on  foreign  goods  and 
foreign  firms.  The  Indian  tariff  act  of  1894,  as  amended  hy  the  act 
of  191C,  applies  to  Burma,  and  the  Governor  General  in  Council  has 
the  power  to  alter  rates  and  to  fix  tariff  values  of  articles  which  pay 
an  *d  valorem  duty..  Indion  goods  enter  Burma  free  of  duty,  out 
otherwise  the  tariff  is  uniform,  and  even  the  mother  country  has  ni) 
preferential  rates. 

Import  duties  are  comparatively  low  and  under  normal  conditions 
were  still  lower.  Most  articles  pay  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  7^  per 
cent  of  a  fixed  vahie;  but  some  articles  enter  free,  others  pay  a  lowei; 
duty,  others  a  higher  duty,  and  still  others  a  specific  duty. 

Tlie  free  list  includes  raw  wool,  raw  cotton,  cotton  thread,  twist', 
and  yarn;  hides  and  skins,  raw  or  salted ;  woodpulp,  bags,  and  other 
paper-making  materials;  hops;  fertilizers;  live  animals;  antiplague 
Berum;  dairy  appliances;  agricultural  implements,  water  lifts,  sugar 
mills,  and  oil  presses  adapted  to  hand  or  animal  power;  books,  maps, 
music,  and  other  printed  matter;  scientific  specimens,  antiques, 
medals;  baggage  and  other  apparatus,  instruments,  and  appliances 
brought  in  by  a  passenger  and  used  in  his  calling;  quinine  and  other 
alkaloids  of  cinchona ;  and  arm^^,  ammunition,  and  military  stores  for 
Government  use. 

Several  articles  pay  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  2i  per  cent.  Tliis  li^ 
includes  iron  and  steel  products  (except  manufactured  articles) ;  ma- 
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'chinery  not  operated  by  raanosl  or  aiifm&l  labor,  lutd  belting;  print- 
ing and  lithographic  materials;  telegraphic  instrunients  and  apiMir- 
atiis,  and  parts  thereof,  imported  by  or  under  the  orders  of  a  railway 
company;  railway  plant  and  roUing  stock;  ships  and  other  Te.^8els 
for  inland  and  harbor  navigati<m,  including  launches  and  boats;  fire- 
wood ;  tea  chests  of  metal  or  wood,  lead  sheets  for  tea  cliests,  racks  for 
withering  of  tea  leaf;  copperas  green,  grain,  beans  and  peas,  and 
vict^ar  in  ca^cs. 

Cotton  piece  goods,  hosiery,  thread  other  than  sewing  or  darning 
l^uread,  and  in  general  manufactured  cotton  goods,  now  pay  the  usual 
doty  of  7-^  per  cent.  Other  articles  paying  a  special  ad  Talorem  daty 
are:  Sugar  of  all  sorts,  including  molasses,  but  excluding  confectiim- 
ery,  10  per  coit ;  silver  plate,  silver  thread  and  wire,  and  stiver  mann- 
fa«tares,  IS  per  cent;  gunpowder  for  cannons,  rifles,  gnus,  pistols,  and 
sportine  purposes,  SO  per  cent ;  pistols  and  other  ^Karms,  air  guns, 
Mid  rifles,  80  per  cent  ad  valorem  or  a  specific  duty  of  16  nipees 
($4.B€7)  for  pistohj  and  60  rupees  ($16,322)  for  guns  and  tiBes  and 
parts  in  proportion,  whichevur  is  the  higher. 

In  gMieral,  liquors  pay  a  sjiecific  duty,  varying  from  4  annas  6  pies 
(SfO-Ofe)  per  imperial  gallon  or  6  quart  bottles  on  ale,  beer^  porter, 
cider,  or  wines  to  16  rupees  12  annas  ($6,083)  on  perfumed  spirits,  in- 
cluding toilet  preparations  containing  spirits.  t.Tnmamifactiired  to- 
bacco, other  than  cigars  or  cigarettes,  pays  1  rupee  8  annas  ($0,437) 
per  pound.  Coal,  omce,  and  patent  fuel  pay  8  annas  ($0,162)  per  ton, 
and  petroleum,  gasoline,  and  other  minem  oils  pay  1  anna  6  pies 
($0.<!S)  per  imperial  gallon. 

In  g^ieral,  articles  not  mentioned  in  the  above  lists  pay  the  usual 
tariff  of  74  per  oent.  This  includes,  in  general,  fi^i  flour,  fruit 
and  vegetables,  provisions,  spices,  confectionery,  tea,  oouee,  food  and 
drink  not  otherwise  specified ;  gums  and  lacs ;  metallic  ores ;  animal 
tad  vegetaUe  oils  and  oil-seeds,  tallow,  ^^arin  and  wax;  silk  waste 
and  raw  ^Ik;  ^rood  and  timber ;  canes  and  rattans ;  cowries  and  shells ; 
ivMy;  precious  stones  and  pearls  (unset);  wearing  apparel;  ex- 
plosives and  blasting  powder;  diemicals,  drugs  and  medicines;  clocks 
and  watches  and  parts  thereof;  electroplated  ware;  dyeing  and  tan- 
ning substances:  paints  and  colors  and  painters'  materiaLs;  furniture, 
cs^m^WMe  and  other  manufactures  of  wood;  glass  and  glassware, 
tacouned  ware,  earthenware  and  porcelain ;  prepared  hides  and  *;kins, 
leather  and  leather  manufactures;  machinery  and  parts  of  machines 
opei^ted  by  manual  or  animal  labor;  iron  and  st-eel  cans  and  drams 
and  other  manufactures;  metals  and  metai  ware  other  than  iron  and 
steel;  paper  and  paper  articles;  yarns  and  textile  fabrics  not  other- 
wise enumerated;  works  of  art  (private);  brushes  and  brooms; 
building  and  engineering  materials;  candles;  cordage;  fireworks; 
ahi]»'s  tackle  and  rigging;  jewelry  and  jewels;  matches:  mats  and 
mattings;  oilcloth  and  floorcloth;  packing;  perfumery;  pitch  and 
tar:  polishes  and  compositions;  tires  and  other  manufactures  of 
ruM»er;  smokers'  requisites;  soap;  starch;  stone  and  marble;  toilet 
requisitCG ;  toys  and  games;  umbrellas  and  parti9ol& 

Export  duties  are  laid  on  rice,  tea,  jute,  and  manufactures  of  jute. 
The  duties  onjute  and  tea  are  of  little  importance,  as  neither  article 
is  exported.  The  duty  on  paddy,  rice,  and  rice  flour  is  small,  amount- 
ing to  oaly  3  annas  ($0.061 )  per  maiiiid  of  S2f  pounds.    On  the  other  -. 
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hand,  royalties  coUecteii  by  tlic  customs  authorities  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  forest  rubber,  ciitcn.  lac,  and  other  forest  products  form  one 
of  the  chief  sources  of  the  revenues  of  Burma. 
Other  Bestrictlons  on  Commerce  and  Businett.  i 

The  importation  and  exportation  of  several  classes  of  articles  have 
been  prohibited  or  restricted  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The 
import  of  unset  diamonds  and  gold  or  silver  coin  or  bullion  is  per- 
mitted only  under  license  granted  by  a  local  government  or  adminis- 
tration. The  importation  of  old  newspapers  in  bulk,  of  aluminum 
and  manufactures  of  aluminum,  books,  gas  mantles,  and  of  motor 
cars,  chassis,  motor  cycles  and  parts  thereof,  and  accessories  of  motor* 
cars  and  motor  cycles  other  than  tii'es  is  proliibited  except  under  a 
license  granted  by  the  chief  customs  officer  at  the  place  of  import. 
Licenses  for  the  importation  of  these  articles,  excepting  automobile 
accessories,  have  been  difficult  to  obtain  during  the  past  year. 

In  general  the  exportation  from  Burma  of  contraband  articles  and 
articles  useful  in  warfare,  except  to  the  United  Kingdom  or  British 
possessions  or  protectorates,  is  permitted  only  by  special  order  of  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  or  under  license  granted  by  the  chief 
collector  of  customs  of  Burma.  The  list  of  articles  the  exportation 
of  which  is  thus  restricted  includes  several  of  tlie  most  important! 
exports  to  America,  such  as  hides  and  leather  of  all  kinds,  rubber, 
and  teak.  It  has  not  been  difficult  for  the  local  exporters  to  secure 
permission  to  export  these  commodities  to  the  United  States.  j 

Interpretation  and  Application  of  Merchandlie  Harks  Aot-  " 

The  Indian  Government's  interpretation  and  application  of  th^ 
merchandise  marks  act,  1889,  relating  to  trade-marks  and  trade  de- 
scriptions, will  doubtless  affect  adversely  the  importation  of  certain! 
American  products.  This  act  prohibits  the  importation  of  goods 
having  a  counterfeit  trade-mark  and  defines  a  counterfeit  trade- 
mark as  a  trade-mark  that  "causes  one  thing  to  resemble  another 
thing  intending  by  means  of  that  resemblance  to  practice  deception, 
or  knowing  it  to  be  likely  that  deception  will  thereby  be  practiced'* 
and  a  false  trade  description  as  a  trade  description  which  "  is  untruej 
in  a  material  respect  as  regards  the  goods  to  which  it  is  applied 
♦  •  •."  Kules  li),  20,  and  30  of  the  "  Instruction  for  the  Observ- 
ance of  Customs  Officers,"  Merchandise  Marks  Manual,  1917,  provide 
that  "  the  use  in  a  trade  description  of  a  language  which  is  not  thtf 
language  of  the  country  in  which  the  goods  were  made  or  produced 
usually  requires  counterindication "  and  that  "  the  use  of  the  Eng- 
lish language  in  a  trade  description  applied  to  goods  not  made  in  thQ 
United  Kingdom  or  a  British  colony  is  itself  to  be  regarded  as  in- 
dicative of  Britisli  origin  "  and  thus  requires  a  counterindication  of 
origin.  This  counterindication  must  be  repeated  wherever  the  trade-" 
mark  or  trade  description  occurs,  and  in  general  "must  be  shown  in 
letters  as  large  and  conspicuous  as  any  letter  in  the  name,  trader 
mark,  or  false  description."  An  importer  of  American  soap  was! 
recently  fined  because  the  box  containing  the  soap  bore  expression* 
in  English  and  other  languages  without  a  counterindication  of 
origin,  and  the  country  of  origin  was  marked  on  one  side  only  of  the 
box  and  not  at  all  on  tlie  soap. 

A  local  importer  of  an  American  baking  powder  recently  received 
notice  that  the  marking  on  the  tins  was  not  in  accordance  with  thu 
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Merchandise  MarkB  Act  and  the  manufacturers  were  given  eix  or 
eeTen  months  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  tliat  act.  This 
decision  was  based  on  the  grounds  that  the  use  of  the  Engli«ih  lan- 
guage in  the  trade  description  connoted  manufacture  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  counterindication  of  origin  did  not  accompany 
every  appearance  of  the  trade-mark.  While  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  interpretation  will  be  modified,  American  manufaftiirers  and  ex- 
porters should,  as  far  as  possible,  mark  their  goods  to  correspond 
with  the  requirements  of  tliis  act  and  the  interpretation  placed  upon 
it.  The  same  act  provides  that  piece  goods  imported  from  a  foreign 
country  of  the  kind  ordinarily  sold  by  the  length  or  by  the  piece 
must  have  conspicuously  stamped  on  each  piece  the  length  thereof 
in  standard  yards. 
CoDnuerclal  TrftTcIers— Hold  tag  of  Prop«rt7  by  Aliens, 

No  tax  or  special  license  is  required  for  traveling  salesmen. 
Samples  from  the  United  States  are  subject  to  the  usual  duties  with- 
out refund.  Trade  catalogues  and  advertising  circulars  imported 
by  mail,  book,  or  parcels  post  are  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Excepting  mining  and  oil-producing  property,  no  special  con- 
ditions are  imposed  on  an  alien's  doing  ouainess  or  holding  property 
in  Burma.  There  are  no  restrictions,  such  as  special  incorporation 
or  liability  to  take  out  licenses  or  pay  taxes,  imposed  on  alien  firms 
lor  individuals  which  are  not  imposed  also  on  firms  and  individuals 
of  British  nationality.  But  under  the  new  mining  rules,  no  alien 
firm  or  corporation  is  eligible  to  hold  or  exploit  any  mining  or  oil- 
producing  property  in  Burma. 
Introdaction  and  Bale  of  Ooodt. 

The  proper  method  of  introducing  goods  is  so  much  a  matter  of 
conditions  that  it  is  diificult  to  give  general  advice  on  the  subject, 
The  choice  between  an  exclusive  agency  and  the  free  sales  system 
depends  largely  on  the  nature  of  the  goods,  whether  the  field  is  to 
be  visited  by  a  traveling  representative  or  the  goods  sold  by  catalogue, 
and  other  similar  conditions. 

Undoubtedly,  the  best  method  of  introducing  American  goods  into 
any  foreign  country,  when  the  volume  of  business  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  it,  is  by  the  establishment  of  an  American  agency  or  branch ; 
but  only  one  or  two  highly  specialized  American  firms  have  felt 
iustified  in  taking  this  step  in  Rangoon.  Such  firms  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  make  a  strong  bid  for  a  share  for  the  local  trade. 

Next  to  an  American  agency,  a  good  non-American  agency  super- 
vised by  an  American  traveling  representative  is  probably  the  best 
alternative.  The  American  automobile  trade  in  Burma  has  been 
built  up  in  this  way  and  will  probably  continue  to  hold  its  own 
after  the  war. 

Other  American  products,  such  as  electrical  goods,  boat  motors, 
lubricating  oil,  kodnlrs,  typewriters,  locks,  and  boots  and  shoes,  have 
been  well  represented  by  local  agents.  British  firms  are  generally 
preferable  .^o  other  non-Americans  as  agents.  Burma  is  a  British 
possession  and  the  large  British  firms  undoubtedly  have  a  natural 
preference  for  British-made  goods.  But  there  is  no  prejudice  against 
American  goods,  and  a  large  proportion  of  tlie  Aiiiericiin  goods  im- 
ported into  Burma  have  been  sold  by  British  agents.     Many  of  the 
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local  firms  had  American  agencies  before  the  war  ana  will  continue 
to  do  so  aft«r  the  war,  even  for  the  sale  of  articles  that  compete  with 
similar  British  goods. 

Some  American  goods,  such  as  hardware,  piece  goods,  boots  and 
shoes,  canned  fruits,  chemicals,  and  medicines  have  been  sold  to  the 
general  trade  by  traveling  salesmen.  Firms  that  send  such  represent- 
atives with  good  lines  of  samples  to  demonstrate  their  goods  have 
an  obvious  advantage  over  those  that  attempt  to  do  business  at  long  ■ 
range  through  the  medium  of  trade  catalogues  and  price  lists.  Only 
representatives  of  the  highest  type  should  be  sent  to  this  district. 
Similarity  of  language,  weights,  and  measures,  of  administrative 
machinery,  and  of  social  customs  make  it  easier  for  Americans  to 
deal  with  British  than  with  other  foreign  firms.  ^ 

Should  Supply  Coninlate  with  Catalognes — AdTcrtliing  Xedinin. 

However  superior  other  methods  may  be,  goods  are  often  sold  by 
catalogue,  and  this  method  of  sale  is  easier  in  a  district  where  the  im- 
porters are  able  to  undei-stand  the  language  of  the  catalogues  and 
price  lists  and  have  the  same  system  oi  weights  and  measures.  For 
this  reason  it  is  advisable  for  American  manufacturers,  particularly 
of  machinery,  to  keep  this  consulate  supplied  with  latest  catalogue 
and  price  lists. 

The  chief  advertising  medium  of  Burma  is  the  local  press,  although 
American  and  British  trade  and  technical  journals  have  a  fair  cir- 
culation, and  billboards,  moving-picture  films,  and  other  similar 
forms  of  advertising  are  well  patronized.  There  are  77  newspapcj-g 
and  periodicals  published  in  Burma  (in  various  languages),  hut  the 
leading  dailies  are  the  Kangoon  Gazette  and  the  Rangoon  Times. 
The  advertising  of  American  products  is  done  chiefly  by  the  local 
representatives. 
AssUtance  by  tbe  Consnlate.  '  "  '  Y, 

This  considate  maintains  a  large  commerical  reading  room,  where 
commercial  journals  and  trade  catalogues  may  be  freely  consulted 
and  samples  examined.  Confidential  circulars  and  price  lists  are 
carefully  filed  where  they  may  be  consulted  when  advisiible.  Dealera 
are  invited  to  keep  the  consulate  well  supplied  with  up-to-date  cata- 
logiies  and  price  lists. 

Requests  of  American  exporters  or  importers  to  be  put  in  touch 
■with  local  firms  are  either  circulated  by  private  letter  or  by  means 
of  printed  trade  li.sts,  according  to  the  nature  of  tlie  request.  In 
either  case,  the  local  firm  is  invited  to  visit  the  consulate  to  examine 
samples,  catalogues,  and  price  lists,  and  attention  is  called  to  our 
commercial  reading  room,  where  American  trade  journals  may  be 
consulted. 

This  consulate  will  be  glad  to  furnish  any  information  and  to 
answer  more  specifically  any  questions  which  American  manufac- 
turers, exporters,  or  importers  may  wish  to  ask  concerning  conditions 
in  this  district.  But  in  all  cases  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
ccmsul  is  prohibited  from  furnishing  information  concerning  thS 
financial  standing  of  local  firms,  or  from  collecting  bills,  taking 
ordei-s,  or  in  any  way  acting  as  special  representative  or  agent  of  a 
firm  or  a  person. 
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OVABELOITFE'S  STTUHEB  COCOA  CROP  SATISFACTOET. 

[CouBul  nenr;  T.  Wllcoi,  Guadeloupe,  French  West  Indies.  Julj  8.] 

The  planters  of  Guadeloupe  harvest  two  crops  of  cocoa  each  year. 
The  first  crop  is  gathered  during  the  winter  months,  while  the  second 
and  much  less  important  one  matures  during  the  months  of  May, 
June,  July,  and  August,  the  exact  time  of  harvest  depending  upon 
climatic  conditions.  This  year  the  crop  was  ready  to  gather  early  in 
the  season  and  has  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

For  several  months  shippers  have  experienced  great  difficulties  in 
securing  cargo  space  for  the  shipment  of  their  cocoa  to  France,  all 
available  tonnage  having  been  required  for  the  transportation  of 
sugar.  Urgent  protests  were  sent  to  the  French  Government  and 
permission  has  been  granted  for  the  shipment  of  at  least  100  tons  of 
cocoa  every  three  weeks. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  lack  of  shipping  facilities  has  caused  large 
stocks  to  accumulate  in  the  colony  the  dealers  have  been  confident 
that  sufficient  space  would  soon  be  provided  and  have  purchased  the 
present  crop  at  the  average  price  of  2.36  francs  per  kilo  (20  cents  a 
pound) ,  which  is  only  a  cent  or  two  less  per  pound  than  the  prices 
paid  during  previous  years. 

The  colony  produces  annually  about  2,000,000  pounds  of  cocoa,  all 
of  which  goes  to  French  markets. 


OPENING  OF  ST.  PIEEEE  FISHING  SEASON. 

(Conaul  Samnel  Qamllton  Wiley,  St.  Pierre- Mlqaelon,  lul;  22.1 

Only  one  vessel  was  fitted  out  in  St.  Pierre  this  season  for  the  Bank 

cod  fislieries.    It  made  its  first  voyage  to  the  Banks  on  May  3,  and  has 

made  three  trips,  with  a  total  catch  of  1,537  quintals  (of  55  kilos 

each)  of  fish. 

The  shore  fishery  of  St.  Pierre  was  begun  this  season  during  the 
first  week  in  June  The  season  proper  began  on  June  19,  with  the 
BrriTftl  of  Capelan  schools  on  tlie  coast.    Capelan  were  very  plentiful 
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for  a  few  days,  but,  owing  to  adverse  weather  conditions,  did  not 
remain  long.  No  squid  have  yet  arrived  on  this  const.  This  scarcity 
of  bait  in  the  waters  near  shore  causes  a  correspondine  scarcity  of 
codfish,  and  thus  the  catch  of  the  shore  fleet  up  to  the  present  is 
about  half  of  what  it  was  for  the  same  period  last  season,  Tliere  are 
about  259  small  boats  engaged  in  the  shore  fishery  this  season.  The 
price  paid  on  the  local  market  this  season  for  green  shore  cod  was 
55  francs  per  quintal  of  55  kilos  (121  pounds). 

About  42  French  schooners  are  on  the  fishing  Banks  this  season. 
Such  vessels  of  this  fleet  as  have  called  at  St.  Pierre  to  transship  fish 
report  that  the  season  on  the  Banks  promises  to  be  an  excellent  one, 
as  fish  arc  plentiful.  Small  shell  fisn  are  used  by  the  schooners  on 
the  Banks  as  bait. 

lOlDVCTION  OF  FAT  BATIONS  IN  HOLLAND. 

[Conml  FraDk  W.  Mabln,  AmaCcrdSOi,  July  S.) 

■The  Government  announces  that  beginning  with  July  15  the  ration 
of  fats  (which  includes  butter,  margarine,  etc.)  will  be  materially 
reduced  by  extending  the  present  allowance  for  one  week  over  a  period 
of  10  days.  The  weekly  allowance  has  been  2.70  grams  per  person.  <ir 
about  36  grams  a  day.  It  is  now  to  be  reduced  to  25  grauis  li  ilny — 
slightly  less  than  one  ounce  avoirdupois.  This  includes  not  only 
butter  eaten  with  bread,  but  also  butter  or  substitutes  used  in  cooking;. 

While  this  allowance  will  be  small,  still  less  is  threatened  accord- 
ing to  Government  estimates  for  the  future.  The  production  of  butter 
in  Holland  during  the  milk-year  1916-17  was  about  60,000.000  kilos 
(60,000  long  tons) ;  in  the  nulk-year  1917-18  it  was  52.000.000  kilos; 
while  the  estimate  for  1918-19  is  only  30,000,000  kilos  (:iO,000  long 
tons),  only  half  the  product  two  years  ago,  when  there  was  onougli 
for  allordinary  purposes. 

Margarine  has  been  a  large  and  important  product  of  Holland,  but 
much  of  the  materials  was  imported.  That  import  has  censed,  nnti-  as 
there  is  no  prospect  of  its  being  resumed,  the  margarine  industry  will 
be  suspended  when  the  present  supply  of  materials  (stated  to  l)e 
15,618,000  kilos,  or  15,618  long  tons)  is  exhausted. 

In  view  of  these  conditions,  the  Government  gives  notice  that  the 
fat  ration  may  have  to  be  reduced  again  before  next  spring  to  not 
more  than  100  grams  per  week  per  person,  or  about  14  grams  a  day — 
half  an  ounce  avoirdupois. 

The  shortage  of  butter  is  attributed  to  the  lack  of  fodder  for  cattle. 
The  meadows  of  Holland,  though  fertile  and  extensive,  are  not  suf- 
ficient in  themselves  to  sustain  adequately  the  number  of  cattle  in  the 
counti-y.  Imported  fodder  has  been  fed  to  the  cattle,  but  none  is 
now  coming  to  Holland,  and  there  is  no  prospect  that  any  will  come 
in  the  near  future. 

The  Government  states  that  no  butter  has  been  exported  from  Hol- 
land since  March,  1918,  when  473  tons  were  exported ;  and  that  since 
September,  1917,  the  total  quantity  exported  has  been  8,000  tons. 


OeTinaii  Salt  Cai^es  at  Stockholm. 
According  to  the  Swedish  papers  there  have  arrived  at  Stockhohn 
within  the  last  few  days  six  steamers  bringing  an  aggregate  of  2,300 
tons  of  mineral  and  dairy  salt  from  Germany. 
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mCREASES  AND  DECBEASES  DT  PUBCHASES  BT  CIVILIAITS. 
The  Council  of  National  Defense  recently  undertook  an  investiga- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  purchases  by  civilians 
in  the  United  States  have  been  increasing  or  decreasing  during  (he 
war  period.  Information  was  obtained  from  large  and  representa- 
tive concei-na  as  well  as  from  smaller  merchants  and  from  leaders  of 
labor  organizations.  This  afforded  a  means  of  ascertaining  the 
broad  general  tendencies  in  buying  and  the  degree  of  economy  that 
is  being  exercised  in  the  purchase  of  the  principal  classes  of  goods. 
One  of  the  most  illuminating  statements  was  furnished  by  a  very 
large  business  house  dealing  directly  with  consumers  throughout  the 
entire  country.  Because  of  the  diversity  of  merchandise  handled  and 
customers  served,  the  business  of  this  firm  may  be  considered  a  rea- 
sonably accurate  barometer  of  comparative  purchasing  activities. 
Tlie  following  table,  compiled  from  its  records,  shows  a  comparison 
between  the  first  five  months  of  1917  and  1918  on  a  qiiantifv  as  well 
as  a  dollar- and- cent  basis;  where  there  was  no  marked  change  in 
quantity  the  spaces  are  left  blank: 
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Conclnslons  Arrived  at  liy  Company, 

In  addition  to  the  above  statement  the  concern  formulated  its 
conclusions,  arrived  at  not  only  from  its  own  business,  but  from  such 
information  as  has  come  to  it  from  various  reliable  sources  in  all  paits 
of  the  United  States.    A  summary  of  these  conclusions  follows: 

Boys'  clothing  shows  a  marked  decrease  in  the  quantity  purchased 
in  the  higher-priced  lines,  while  knee  pants,  rompers,  blouses,  and  all 
items  of  small  money  value  show  a  sufficient  increase  to  offset  this  and 
bring  about  a  slight  increase  in  the  whole  line. 

As  regards  men's  clothing,  the  greatest  decrease  is  in  the  clothing 
intended  for  young  men ;  this  is  possibly  sufficient  to  account  for  the 
entirs  falling  off  in  volume. 

Work  clothes  show  a  great  increase,  with  the  percentage  of  value 
very  much  larger  than  the  percentage  of  quantity.    This  latter  fact 
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is  due  to  the  radical  increase  in  the  prices  of  raw  material  entering 
into  the  manufacture  of  these  goods,  such  as  duck  and  denims. 

Men's  f  urnisliing  goods  show  the  largest  decrease  in  quantity  of  all 
the  men's  apparel  lines.  There  has  been  a  marked  falling  off  in  the 
demand  for  men's  liats,  dress  shirts,  and  the  miscellaneous  lines  gen- 
erally carried  under  this  head.  In  cai>fi,  trunks,  suitcases,  etc.,  there 
has  been  a  smaller  decrease,  while  the  number  of  men's  work  shirts 
sold  is  at  least  equal  to  that  for  1917, 

Counting  women's  dresses  exclusively,  these  woidd  show  a  quantity 
increase  of  about  32  per  cent.  The  decrease,  however,  in  suits,  skirts, 
and  misses'  dresses  is  sufficient  to  offset  this  increase  and  bring  the  en- 
tiro  line  down  to  a  volume  only  equal  to  that  of  last  year.  (Women's 
dresses  represent  more  than  25  per  cent  of  the  entire  line.) 

Coats  and  waists  show  a  small  increase  (5  per  cent)  in  volume,  with 
a  3C  per  cent  increase  in  value.  The  latter  is  not  due  entirely  to  in- 
creased cost,  as  there  is  a  marked  demand  for  the  higher- priced, 
better  garments. 

Millinery,  corsets,  etc.,  show  a  slight  decrease  in  quantity,  which 
may  be  due  as  much  to  a  growing  simplicity  in  style  as  to  a  dropping 
off  in  demimd  or  desire  to  buy. 

Knit  underwear  shows  a  quantity  decrease  of  13  per  cent.  Taking 
women's  alone,  the  decrease  would  be  only  5  per  cent.  In  hosiery  the 
quantity  decrease  in  all  lines  is  about  8  per  cent  Separating  the 
women's  and  children's  from  the  men's,  shows  a  decrease  of  7  per  cent 
for  the  former  and  11  per  cent  for  the  latter — bringing  out  a  fact 
that  appears  to  be  true  of  all  wearing  apparel,  namely,  that  women 
are  buying  more  freely  than  men.  Muslin  underwear,  aprons,  etc., 
show  a  decided  increase  in  quantity ;  this  is  entirely  a  women's  line. 

In  shoes  the  total  quantity  decrease  is  about  33  per  cent.  T)ie 
greatest-decrease,  47  per  cent,  is  in  the  men's  lines,  while  the  smallest 
decrease,  26  per  cent,  is  in  rubbers.  Women's  shoes  show  a  decrease 
of  35  per  cent  and  children's  27  per  cent.  It  would  seem  that  this 
condition  is  general  throughout  the  country,  the  shoe  business  every- 
where showing  a  decided  decrease.  The  rapid  and  amaziug  in- 
crease in  price,  the  "  temporary  craze  for  freak  styles  last  year,"  the 
comparative  facility  of  economizing  on  this  item  of  apparel,  and  the 
withdrawal  from  the  buying  population  of  upward  of  a  million  and  a 
half  young  men— all  these  factors  contribute  to  bring  about  the  con- 
dition indicated. 

As  regards  furniture,  the  slight  decrease  in  the  heavier  lines  shown 
in  this  company's  business  may  be  due  as  much  to  the  congested  traffic 
conditions,  discouraging  purchasing  from  a  distance,  as  to  a  decrease 
in  demand. 

Curtains,  drapes,  and  floor  coverings  show  about  an  equal  quantity, 
so  far  as  this  company's  business  is  concerned.  Yet  from  very  reliable 
sources,  such  as  tne  largest  manufacturers  themselves,  comes  the  re- 
port of  business  being  curtailed  at  least  one-third.  The  scarcity  of 
raw  materials  and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  them  may  have  much  to 
do  with  this  condition.  In  rugs  there  is  an  unusually  good  demand 
for  the  smaller  ^zes,  with  a  considerable  falling  off  i**  the  larger. 

Crockery  and  glassware  show  a  large  decrease  in  quantity  and  a 
very  marked  discrepancy  between  quantity  and  dollar- and -cent  sales, 
because  of  the  shortage  of  imported  wares  and  the  scarcity  of  the 
domestic  makes,  together  with  the  very  great  advance  in  price.      ■  ^ 
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Statemeati  Indicate  InoTeased  Sale)  at  Lnxules.  < 

There  is  a  decided  increase  in  sales  of  small-sized  diamonds  and  ft' 
falling  off  in  sizes  from  J  carat  upward.  This  is  due,  no  doubt, 
to  the  great  increase  in  price  and  the  tendency  of  people  to  buy  dia- 
monds oy  price  alone  j  that  is,  they  have,  perhaps,  $75  or  $100  to  put 
in  a  stone,  and  it  brings  them  a  much  smaller  jewel  than  the  same 
amount  would  procure  a  year  or  two  ago. 

Watches  are  in  great  demand,  especially  wrist  watches,  which  havei 
been  enormously  popularized  by  the  war. 

Fountain  pens  and  stationery  show  a  decidedly  increased  demand, 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  so  many  men  are  leaving  their  homes. 
There  is  a  very  great  decrease  in  the  sale  of  books  of  fiction,  while 
there  is  a  very  fair  demand  for  technical  books  on  machinery, 
motors,  eta 

The  quantity  of  cigars  and  tobacco  sold  shows  a  very  noticeable 
increase,  which  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  slogan  "Smokes  for  the 
soldiers." 

Face  powders  and  creams  show  an  increase,  while  toilet  articles, 
such  as  manicure  and  shaving  sets,  brushes,  and  combs,  show  a  de- 
crease. 

As  the  company  furnisliing  this  information  has  only  recently  be- 
come an  aggressive  contender  for  phonograph  business,  it  is  unable, 
from  its  own  experience,  to  make  comparisons.  However,  since  it 
entered  the  field  in  earnest  in  the  fall  of  1917  its  business  has  far 
exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expectations.  Information  from  reliable 
sources  as  to  the  business  being  done  by  the  various  makers  of  popu- 
lar types  is  conflicting.  It  is  reported  that  one  of  the  best-advertised 
makes  is  showing  100  per  cent  increase,  while  an  e(jually  well-adver- 
tised and  well-known  company  is  running  far  behind  its  last  year'a 
output.  However,  the  concern  showing  the  large  increase  has  a 
small  business  compared  with  the  one  showing  the  decrease,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  the  latter,  it  is  said,  lias  turned  over  part  of  its  equip- 
ment for  Government  work.  All  the  minor  phonograph  companies 
appear  to  be  showing  a  considerable  increase  in  their  sales. 

There  is  a  very  great  demand  for  pianos  and  organs — at  least  as 
shown  by  the  business  of  the  concern  supplying  the  information, 
which  is  nmning  22  per  cent  ahead  on  a  quantity  basis. 

Analyzing  its  business  in  automobile  and  bicycle  supplies,  the  com- 
pany expresses  the  opinion  that  the  quantity  increase  of  30  per  cent 
is  largely,  if  not  entirely,  due  to  a  big  demand  on  the  part  of  indus- 
trial concerns  and  business  firms  that  employe  salesmen,  solicitors, 
collectors,  and  repair  men — men  who  are  using  automobiles  to  make 
their  rounds,  requiring  accessories,  new  parts,  and  tires.  The  large 
demand  for  bicycles  nnd  sundries  seems  to  come  from  industrial 
centers,  indicating  that  workmen  are  using  them  in  going  to  and 
from  the  plants.  An  abnormal  increase  in  bicycle  tires  and  parts 
shows  that  old  bicycles  are  being  used  and  put  in  shape. 
Firm  BellcTes  Womea  Are  Paichasine  More.  " 

Drawing  general  conclusions  from  its  own  business  and  the  infor- 
mation obtained  from  other  sources,  this  firm  states,  in  the  first 
place,  that  in  merchandise  for  women's  exclusive  use  it  is  certain 
that  sales  are  increasing.  "  This  is  plausible,"  it  says,  "  because 
thousands  of  women  never  before  employed  are  now  earning  very 
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fair  wages,  while  otlior  thousands  previously  employed  are  enjoying 
greatly  increased  wages,  making  for  an  increased  demand  in  wonxen^ 
wearing  apparel  in  madc-np  garments  as  well  as  materials  for  mak- 
ing tliem,  which  o.von  high  prices  have  been  imablo  to  keep  down.** 
Luxuries  and  semi  luxuries,  such  as  musical  instrumentSj  watches, 
jewelry,  and  diamonds,  show  an  increase  in  quantity  as  well  as  in 
dollars,  givinj;  an  impression  of  general  prosperity, 
DcEree  of  Economy  Practiced — Conditloni  CoBsidered  from  e«alogiMl  Stend- 

The  company  expresses  the  belief  (and  this  opinion  ia  presented 
simply  as  the  estimate  and  impression  of  this  firm)  that  economy  is 
being  practiced  by  well-to-do  persons  and  those  of  moderate  means, 
while  the  increased  compensation  that  is  being  received  by  large 
numbers  of  people  who  Iiave  previously  been  somewhat  more  re- 
stricted in  purchasing  capacity  has  made  it  possible  for  them  to  buy 
more  freely  now  of  the  articles  that  might  be  considered  luxuries. 

Discussing  the  question  from  the  standpoint  of  geographical  loca- 
tion, the  company  says  that  in  the  South,  especially  throu^  the 
cotton-growing  States,  its  business  ia  better  than  ever  before,  and 
purchases  of  all  classes  of  goods,  are  being  very  freely  made. 

In  the  Far  West  the  civilian  population,  while  not  so  liberal  in 
expenditures  as  in  the  South,  is  baying  freely  and  in  greater  qaan- 
tities  than  in  previous  years. 

In  the  nortnem  States  of  the  Middle  West  buying  is  more  con- 
servative and  more  restricted  to  staples  and  necessities,  but  the  vol- 
ume is  at  least  equal  to  the  average  during  the  previous  one  or  two 
years. 

In  the  East  there  is  a  rather  marked  decrease  in  quantity  of  pur- 
chases, especially  in  so-called  nonessentials ;  it  fact,  it  is  even  quite 
noticeable  in  what  are  usually  classed  as  necessities. 


HAADWASE  T&&DE  DT  THE  UinTED  KZKGDOH. 

[CoDHul  Uarry  A.  MiBrlflc,  LondoD,  July  3.1 

Tlie  hardware  trade  in  tlie  United  Kingdom  bos  been  forced  to 
imdergo  an  extensive  adjustment  to  keep  up  with  the  condition  aris- 
ing out  of  the  war. 

The  employment  of  women  as  clerks  and  shop  assistants  was  com- 
menced in  the  early  months  of  the  war.  At  present  they  are  acting 
in  nearly  every  capacity.  In  a  few  cases  women  are  acting  as  com- 
mercial travelers  in  order  to  keep  together  their  husbands'  clientele. 
It  is  stated  that  all  employers  in  the  hardware  industry  are  now 
either  men  over  40  years  of  age,  those  unfit  for  military  service,  and 
women.  Recently  the  age  for  military  service  has  been  revised  to  50 
years  of  age,  so  a  further  labor  adjustment  will  probably  soon  be 
necessary, 
GcDeral  Condition  of  Business. 

Generally  speaking  and  in  so  far  as  goods  avR  available  for  sale, 
hardware  men  have  done  well,  and  the  rate  of  profit  has  probably  in- 
creased ratlier  than  diminished,  but  there  arc  some  parts  of  the  coon- 
try  that  are  exceptions  to  this  rule.    It  is  said  that  no  established  bns- 
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iness  has  failed.  Ojie  effect  of  war  has  been  to  shorten  credit  both 
from  the  wholesale  houses  to  the  retailer  and  from  the  retailer  to  his 
customer. 

Prices  for  all  classes  of  hardware  have  advanced  dining  the  past 
four  years  and  are  now  approximately  100  to  140  per  cent  above  pre- 
war standards.  The  difficulty  of  the  trade  lies,  not  in  obtaining  re- 
munerative prices  but  in  securing  merchandise  to  sell.  The  pros- 
perity among  the  working  classes  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  de- 
mand. Stoves  and  ranges  have  not  sold  well  because  of  Government 
Erohibition  of  building  for  nonwar  purposes.  The  heaviest  sales 
ave  been  in  farm  and  garden  tools  and  in  engineer's,  small  tools. 
Qovenment  Beitrletlons  Curtail  Outputs — Caoaei  of  Trade  Prosperity, 

The  supplies  on  sale  are  altogether  dependent  upon  Government 
action.  Government  war  needs  are  filled  before  all  other  orders. 
Further  difficulties  are  occasioned  by  the  import  restrictions. 

As  stated  the  hardware  trade  has  held  its  own  well,  Tlie  hard- 
ware factors  or  "jobbers"  have  bought  everything  they  conld  get 
hold  of  and  did  not  really  begin  to  feel  the  pinch  until  the  hardware 
impoii  restrictions  had  been  in  force  12  months.  They  have  cleared 
the  stocks  from  all  the  factories  and  they  have  even  bought  up  retail 
stocks  when  the  chance  has  offered.  The  retail  ironmongei-s  had  un- 
doubtetUy  very  large  stocks  o£  hardware  before  the  war  started. 
Many  of  them  were  grossly  overbought.  That  is,  all  their  capital 
was  invested  in  stock  held  in  (heir  warehouses,  with  the  result  that 
many  of  them  were  slow  payers  because  they  lacked  the  ready  money 
and  their  goods  had  only  a  slow  turnover.  Now,  all  of  these  retail 
stocks  have  been  sold  out  at  the  increased  market  values.  Conse- 
quently the  retailers,  like  the  wholesalers,  are  more  anxious  to  buy 
than  they  are  to  sell.  It  is  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  retail  trad- 
ers have  cleared  their  accumulated  stocks  at  gradually  increasing 
values  that  they  have  held  their  own  so  well  and  so  few  failures 
have  had.to  be  i-ecorded.  Even  where  a  business  has  been  closed  up 
by  reason  of  the  proprietor  joining  the  army  there  has  been  no  diffi- 
culty in  selling  the  stock  by  auction  or  tender  at  very  satisfactory 
figures. 
DomeEtie  Articles  Beplace  Qermaii  HaiLufaatnres. 

Merchants  have  put  before  the  trade  many  new  lines  of  hardware 
to  take  the  place  of  goods  they  used  to  import  from  Germany  and 
Austria.  This  chiefly  applies  to  magnetos,  glassware,  toys,  etc. 
Owing  to  their  war  work,  however,  the  hardware  manufacturers  have 
had  but  a  small  chance  of  bringing  out  new  lines.  The  result  is  a 
great  dearth  of  hardware  novelties  and  salable  lines  that  appeal  to 
the  public.  Until  the  war  is  over  the  dearth  of  lines  of  ordinary 
hardware  is  bound  to  become  more  noticeable  month  by  month,  and 
the  prospect  is  that  eventually  both  wholesalers  and  retailers  will  be 
absolutely  cleared  of  all  availabe  stocks. 

Second-hand  goods  and  stocks  from  warehouses  of  traders  who  are 
shutting  down  when  called  to  the  colors  bring  enormous  prices  when 
sold  by  auction.  The  substitute  (Ersatz)  industry  which  has  sprung 
up  all  over  Germany  has  as  yet  barely  struck  root  here,  but  stocks  are 
running  low  everywhere. 
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mCBEASED  KAIL  BATES  OK  HfPOKT  AND  EZFOBT  SmPXENTS. 

The  commercial  public  of  the  country  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in 
the  increased  rail  rates  on  domestic  and  foreign  shipments  that  went 
into  effect  June  25  as  a  result  of  General  Order  No.  28  of  the  United 
States  Railroad  Administration.  Until  this  order  was  interpreted 
by  Freight  Rate  Authority  No.  1  it  seemed  likely  that  all  differential 
rates  on  import  and  export  shipments  would  be  abolished,  and  that 
such  shipments  would  be  assessed  the  same  high  rates  as  strictly 
domestic  shipments.  The  rates  on  shipments  to  or  from  foreign 
points  have  indeed  been  increased,  but  the  practice  of  differential  or 
preferential  treatment,  which  lias  prevailed  for  at  least  30  ycai-s  in 
the  United  States  and  has  long  been  the  practice  in  Germany,  France, 
and  other  continental  countries,  has  been  maintained,  and  a  serious 
blow  to  the  continuance  of  bur  present  foreign  trade  and  to  its  devel- 
opment after  the  war  has  been  averted. 

The  increase  in  rates  on  foreign  sliipments  as  now  fixed  are  in  most 
instances  fairly  moderate,  if  account  be  taken  of  the  greatly  increased 
operating  costs  of  our  railroads  and  their  urgent  need  for  additional 
revenue.  In  some  cases,  however,  the  new  rates  appear  to  be  excep- 
tionally high.  In  order  to  make  the  necessary  readjustments  in  such 
cases,  the  Railroad  Administration  has  appomted  a  number  of  com- 
mittees for  the  purpose  of  considering,  reporting  facts,  and  recom- 
mending action  as  to  the  operation  of  tlie  new  rat«s.  Shippers  who 
feel  that  the  new  rates  are  unduly  high  or  require  adjustments  should 
make  representations  to  their  local  district  freiglit  traffic  committees. 
The  following  is  tlie  list  of  committees  appointed  by  the  United  States 
Railroad  Administration  in  an  announcement  issued  July  20 ; 
Eastern  freight  traffic  comiolttee,  official  clnaslflcatlon  tcrrltor;: 

B.  Compbell,  clinlrmaa;  E.  P.  Bates,  W.  C-  Maxwell,  J.  c.  Uncolo,  G.  M, 
Freer,   members;   G   C.   McCain,  secretary,  office   143  Llf>erty  Street, 
New  York  City, 
New   Englnnd   district  frelRlit    tnifflc   committee,    Boston,    Mrbr.  :  G.    H. 

Eaton,  chairman;  R.  Van  Ummcrsen,  W.  n.  Chandler,  members. 
New   York  district  freight  traffic  comiulttee.   New   York,  N.   Y.;   H.  a 

Burnett,  chairman ;  H.  It.  Lewis,  Charles  J.  Austin,  members. 
Philadelphia  di.itrict  frelRht  traffic  committee,  rhiliuiclphla,  Pa.  ;.H.  L. 

Eysmnns,  chalnnnn ;  D.  O.  Gray,  George  P.  Wilson,  uemlwrs. 
Buffalo  district  freight  traffic  committee.  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;   B.  H.  Croly, 

chairman;  I.  W.  Gantt,  J.  E.  Wilson,  members. 
Pittsburgh  district  freight  traffic  conunittee,  Pittsburgh,  Po. :  M.  S.  Con- 
nelly, chairman;  J.  B.  Nessle,  D.  O.  Moore,  members. 
Detroit  district  freifiht  trnfllc  committee,  Detroit.  Mich. ;  U.  R.  Grlswold, 

chairman;  P.  G.  Flndlay,  H.  G.  Wilson,  members. 
Cincinnati    district    freight    traffic    committee,    Cincinnati.    Ohio:    O.    !•. 

Ttiomas.  chairman;  W.  T.  Stevenson,  W.  S.  Groom,  members. 
Cliicagu  eiistern   district  freight   traffic  committee.    Chicago,   III.;   C.   J. 

Brlster,  clinlrman;  O.  A.  C«nstan.«,  C.  S.  Bather,  members. 
East   St,   I.ouis  district  freight   traffic  committee,   East    St.   Txinls,   III,; 

C.  H.  SClnson.  chairman ;  C.  B.  Sudborough,  P.  M.  Hanson,  members. 
Richmond  district  freight  traffic   committee,   Richmond,   Va.    (appointed 
jointly  for  eastern  auil  southern  territories)  ;  Q.  S.  Rains,  chairman; 
E.  D.  Hotchkiss,  E,  R.  Goodman,  members. 
Southern  freight  Iroffic  committee,  southern  clnsslflcation  terrftory; 

Randall  Clifton,  chntrmnn;  N.  B.  Wright.  .Toseph  Ilattendorf,  H.  T.  Moore, 
J,  S.  Dftvant.  memlwrs;  I,.  E.  Chalenor.  secretary,  Walton  Building, 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
Richmond  district  freight  trnfllc  ciminilttee.  Iliehmoud,  Va,  (appointed 
jointly  fm-  cn.'<(eni  and  sr>ntlicrn  territories);  G.  S.  Rnlns,  chairman; 
E.  D.  Ilolchkiss.  E.  S.  (iowlman.  members. 
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Sontliem  frelglit  traffic  committee,  southern  claBsiflcation  territory— Contlnned: 
Louisville  tUstrlct  freight  traffic  committee,  LobIsyHIc,  Ky. ;  J.  M.  Dew- 
berry, chairman ;  J.  M.  Denyven,  C-  B.  Stafford,  members. 
Atlaota   district  freight   traffic   committee,   Atlanta.    Gn. :    E.    H.   Oliver,, 

chairman ;  C.  B.  Kenlhofcr,  S.  E.  Sptvey,  members. 
Birmingham  district  freight  traffic  committee.  Birmingham,  Ala.:  R.  A, 

De  Funinlc,  chairman ;  T.  D,  Geoghegan,  O.  L.  Bunn,  members. 
Jacksonville  district  freight  traffic  committee,  Jacksonville,   Fla. :    J.  P, 

Mead,  chairman ;  F.  D.  SIcConueil,  W.  D.  Nelson,  members. 
New  Orleans   southern   district   freight  traffic  conimHtee,   New   Orleans, 

La. :  R.  C.  Perkins,  chalmian ;  J.  B.  Bannon.  B.  P.  Martin,  members. 
Western  freight  traffic  cominlttee,  western  classification  territory  r 

A.  C.  Johnson,  chairman ;  F.  B.  Uouglitou,  S.  H.  Johnson,  H.  O.  Barlow, 

Seth  Miinn,  members;  E.  B.  Boyd,  seeretarj,  Transportation  Building, 

Chicago,  111. 
Chicago  western   district   freight   traffic  committee.  Chicago,    III.:    P.  P. 

Eyman,  chairman ;  H.  E.  Plerpont,  S.  O.  Latz,  J.  S.  Brown.  H.  F.  Sand<- 

berg,  members. 
St.  Louis  district  frolgiit  traffic  commiltee,  St.  I^uis.  Mo.:  J.  L.  West, 

chairman ;  J.  B.  Johan-son.  P.  W  Coyle,  menihers 
New   Orleans   western    district  freight   traffic   committee.   New   Orleans, 

La. :  J.  B.  Payne,  chairman ;  O.  S.  Fay,  Carl  Glessow.  members. 
St.  Paul  district  freight  truffle  committee,  St  Paul,  Minn. :  H.  M.  Pearce, 

chairman ;    Henry    Blakeley,    W.    P.   Trlcltett,    members. 
Kansas  Cltj-  district  freight  traffic  committee.  Kansas  City,  Mo.:  D.  R. 

Lincoln,  chairman;  J.  R.  Koontz,  R.  D.  Sangster,  members. 
Dallas  district   freight   traffic   committee,    Dallas,    Xei,:    Gentry   Waldo, 

chairman;  F.  Koch,  G.  S.  Maxwell,  members. 
Denver  district  freight  traffic  committee.  Denver,  Colo. ;  Fred  Wild,  jr^, 

chairman;   H.   A.   .Tohn.son,   F.   W.   Maxwell,   members. 
Portland  district  freight  traffic  committee,  ForUand  Oreg. :  F.  W.  Roblo- 

son,  chairman;  W.  D.  Skinner,  F.  D,  Burroughs,  J.  H.  Lothrop,  C.  0. 

Bergen,  members. 
San  Francisco  district  freight  traffic  committee,  San  Francisco.  Cal. :  W. 

G.  Barnwell,  chairraan;  G.  W.  Luce,  H.  K.  Faye,  H.  B.  Stocker,   S.  H. 

Love,  members. 

FSICES  OF  BRITISH  STAHSABI)  CLOTHING  TTNCHAHGEI). 

[Caosat  Perclval  Gaasclt.  Leeds,  Jul;  0.] 

Statements  have  been  in  circulation  of  late  liere  as  to  an  alleged 
advance  in  the  price  of  standard  clothing:  the  facts  are  as  follows: 

Early  in  January  last  the  director  of  wool  textile  production 
arranged  for  the  manufacture  of  5,750,000  yards  of  standard  mate- 
rial to  make  2,000,000  standard  suits  and  overcoats.  All  this  mate- 
rial has  been  manufactured,  and  the  suits  and  overcoats  are  being 
put  on  the  market  as  quickly  as  makers-up  can  turn  them  out  con- 
sistent with  the  urgent  demands  of  the  military  authorities  for  cloth- 
ing for  the  troops.  The  prices  for  these  standard  suits  and  over- 
coats were  fixed  in  January  last,  and  there  has  been  no  advance  in 
the  charges,  as  the  makers-up  agreed  to  catry  the  risk  of  any  subse- 
quent increase  in  the  cost  of  production,  which  they  are  doing. 
Advance  In  Price  cf  Kade-to-Heasare  Suits.  '^ 

In  addition  to  these  suits  and  overcoats,  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  manufacture  of  3,000,000  yards  of  worsted  serec,  originally 
intended  as  a  double-purpose  cloth,  which  is  being  distriouted  largely 
to  the  special-measure  trade  and  bespoke  tailors.  It  is  for  suits  of 
this  material  that  it  has  lieen  agreed  the  price  shall  be  ndvaiieoil  from 
$22.50  to  $23.70.  The  clothiers  and  tailors  put  a  strong  case  before 
the  Director  of  Woo]  Textile  Production,  based  on  the  higher  wages 
which  they  have  now  to  pa.y  to  operatives  in  the  muking-up  depart- 
ment; and  it  is  only  in  relation  to  suits  made  from  this  worsted  serge 
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by  the  special-measure  trade  and  bespoke  tailors  that  there  has  been 
any  alteration  of  price. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Department  of  Wool  Textile 
Prodwction  that,  so  long  as  the  war  continues,  the  policy  of  produc- 
ing standard  materials  at  fixed  prices  shall  continue.  Tliere  is,  how- 
ever, a  scarcity  of  certain  classes  of  material,  even  for  military  pur- 
poses, wliicli,  of  course,  have  a  prior  claim ;  consequently  the  char- 
acter of  standard  clothing  must  largely  depend  on  the  class  of  raw 
material  available  after  military  re<]uiremenfs  have  been  satisfied. 
In  future  this  will  doubtless  alter  the  character  of  tlie  standard 
material  produced  and  may  have  some  influence  on  the  price  charged. 
■At  present  new  patterns  for  men's  wear  are  being  pioduced  from  the 
raw  material  available,  and  sooner  or  later  new  orders  will  be 
placed  with  manufacturers  of  the  selected  patterns, 
standard  Material  for  Women's  Suits — Oovernment  Work  Rushed. 

The  claims  of  women  for  standard  material  are  being  considered. 
It  is  well  to  state  that  the  Department  of  Wool  Textiles  does  not 
intend  to  undertake  the  manufacture  of  standard  dress  goods  or 
materials  for  blouses.  It  is  proposed,  however,  to  put  on  the  market 
clothes  suitable  for  either  costumes  or  skirts,  which  will  include  a 
cloth  somewhat  of  the  cliaracter  of  Donegal  tweed. 

Replace  uniforms  are  now  being  made  in  this  country  for  the 
large  number  of  American  troops  now  in  Europe,  and  the  Leeds  fac- 
tories are  busily  engaged  on  tlie  work.  The  trade  in  the  Ijeeds  dis- 
trict has  undertaken,  so  far  as  the  large  establishments  are  concerned, 
to  devote  from  75  to  80  per  cent  of  their  output  to  Government  work. 
As  standard  suits  are  not  included  in  Government  work,  this  means 
a  further  delay  in  turning  these  out  in  any  considerable  number. 
(War  requirements  must,  hoj^'ever,  be  filled  first,  and  civilians  here 
must  consequently  wear  their  clothes  longer. 
Wholesale  Costume  Trade. 

The  development  of  the  wholesale  costume  trade  in  I^ceds  is  a 
growth  of  recent  years.  Tliirty  years  or  so  ago  this  was  almost  a 
monopoly  of  the  Germans,  and  it  is  one  of  the  few  industries  wliicli 
the  British  succeeded  in  taking  from  them  before  tlie  war.  About 
15  years  ago  there  were  only  one  or  two  firms  in  Leeds  in  this  trade ; 
now  there  are  about  24,  all  fairly  large  ones,  and  numbering  among 
them  more  than  4,000  machines. 

The  wholesale  costume  trade  is  still  developing  here,  so  much  so 
that  Leeds  is  fast  becoming  the  center  of  the  trade,  whicfi  is  also 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  London,  Manchester,  and  Glasgow. 

GOVEBHHEHT  CONI^OL  OF  ?AF£B  TBADE  IN  GEKHAinr. 

IConaul  Geiipral  Albert  HalBtead,  Stockholm,  Sweden,  July  13.] 
The  Reichsanzeiger  of  May  2.5  published  a  decree  for  Government 
control  of  paper  and  pasteboard.  Under  this  decree  only  those  who 
were  engaged  in  the  paper  trade  previous  to  June  1,  1916,  are  per- 
mitted to  continue  in  business,  except  upon  evidence  that  they  are 
untrustworthy.  Persons  not  engaged  in  the  paper  trade  who  are  in 
the  possession  of  more  than  20  kilos  of  paper  may  not  sell  them 
without  permission  from  the  Kriegswirtschaftstelle  (War  Economy 
Office)  for  the  Deutsch  Zeitungsgowerbe  (German  Newspaper  Trade), 
which  organization  has  authority  to  seize  paper  held  in  stock.  i 
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COUUEECUL  CONDITIONS  AND  FBOSFECTS  IN  SIBERU. 

(Abstract  of  article  In  Wceklj'  BulletlD.  Cnnaillan  DepBrtmcat  o(  Trade  and  Commerce, 
Ottoiva,  July  20.] 

Siberia  is  depleted  of  nearly  all  necessary  supplies  of  manufactured 
.^;oods,  including  the  important  lines  of  agricultural  machines  and 
impl^ueots.  Imports  from  foreign  countries  ha^e  ceased  and  the 
situation  is  becoming  serious.  Kussia  will  need  to  import  from 
abroad  large  quantities  of  rolling  stock,  machinery,  and  other  equip- 
ment to  put  the  railways  and  pther  industries  of  the  country  on  an 
efficient  running;  basis.  This  question  will  be  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, since,  owing  to  the  financial  position  of  the  country,  Russia 
must  utilize  its  natural  resources  and  develop  its  industries  to  the 
fullest  extent  possible. 

These  considerations  are  especially  applicable  to  Siberia  in  view 
of  the  great  undeveloped  r^ources  of  this  territory.  An  excellent 
opportunity  should  therefore  be  presented  for  foreign  countries  not 
only  to  supply  Siberia  with  manufactured  goods  and  equipment,  but 
also  to  participate  actively  in  the  work  of  recuperation  and  develop- 
ment of  resources.  For  the  last  there  will  be  required  capital  and  ex- 
perts, and  the  country  that  is  able  to  provide  a  large  proportion  of 
the  capital  and  experts  required  should  have  a  great  advantage  in 
the  competition  for  trade. 
Advantages  of  Oermans  foi  BeestabllsbinK  MberlBii  Trade. 

With  regard  to  the  opportunity  for  trade,  a  great  deal  may  depend 
upon  the  extent  to  which  Germany  can  recover  the  trade  that  it 
formerly  held.  The  Germans  had  a  strong  hold  on  the  trade  of 
Siberia,  and  all  signs  point  to  their  leaving  no  stone  unturned  to  re- 
capture the  whole  of  the  ground  lost  to  them  during  the  war.  In 
this  they  will  have  many  advantages  over  their  rivals.  In  the  first 
place,  they  will  have  the  benefit  of  an  early  start.  German  (i6mmer- 
cial  travelers  with  samples  have  already  made  their  appearance  in 
European  Russia.  A  letter  from  Omsk  states  that  a  German  consul 
is  expected  there  soon.  It  will  be  some  years  before  the  Siberian  rail- 
ways and  other  means  of  communication  with  the  outside  world  will 
be  in  a  condition  suitable  to  transport  a  large  quantity  of  supplies 
from  North  Americaj  and  the  Siberians,  bereft  of  nearly  all  kinds  of 
necessary  supplies,  will  gladly  buy  of  the  first  party  to  offer  the  goods. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  Germans  will  be  able  to  send 
large  quantities  of  merchandise  to  Russia  while  the  war  lasts,  in  view 
of  the  shortage  of  raw  material  and  their  own  needs.  The  general 
disorganization  in  Rus-sia  will  also  prevent  any  large  turnover.  They 
should  be  able,  however,  to  reestablish  their  connections,  and  this  in 
itself  will  give  them  a  great  advantage. 

After  the  war  Russia  will  be  one  of  the  principal  fields  of  commer- 
cial rivalry,  since  the  Germans  hope  to  be  able  to  make  up  there  a 
large  part  of  the  ground  lost  elsewhere.  It  is  the  general  opinion  in 
western  Siberia  that  North  America  will  be  in  the  best  position  to 
supply  what  is  required  in  competition  with  the  Germans.  The  Ger- 
mans will  have  the  advantage  of  proximity,  established  connections, 
and  a  better  knowledge  of  the  special  requirements  of  the  market. 
WKilp  the  Germans  will  probably  not  be  able  to  grant  the  long  credits 
that  were  granted  before  the  war,  still  in  the  sending  of  samples,  c.  i.  f. 
quotations,  personal  investigation  and  representation,  etc.,  their  prac- 
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tices  conform  to  the  needs  of  the  Siberian  market.  The  Germans  also 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  Russian-speaking  representatives, 
since  there  will  be  many  former  war  prisonei;s,  in  addition  to  Baltic 
Kussians  of  (ierman  descent,  available  for  this  purpose. 

These  considerations  apply  chiefly  to  western  Siberia.  In  eastern 
Siberia  the  Germans  will  probably  be  unable,  because  of  geographical, 
shipping,  and  otlier  reasons,  to  recover  much  of  the  trade  that  they, 
formerly  held.  The  position  there  is  similar  to  that  in  the  Far  East 
as  a  whole,  where  the  prospects  for  German  trade  after  the  war  are 
none  too  bright.  Western  Siberia,  with  European  Russia,  therefore, 
is  likely  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  of  competitive  commercial 
markets  after  the  war. 


SISTBIBTTTION  OF  INDUSTKUL  ESTABLKHICENTS  IN  BBITKH 
IHSU. 

In  a  statement  issued  by  the  British  Indian  Department  of  Sla- 
listics  tlie  number  of  establi-shments  belonging  to,  and  the  aggregate 
number  of  persons  employed  in,  the  various  industries  in  British 
India  are  arranged  in  order  of  importance  in  respect  to  the  number 
of  persons  em.ployed.  The  statement  refers  to  the  year  1915.  The 
following  were  the  industries  employing  over  5,000  persons;  those 
employing  less  than  this  number  are  included  under  "  others." 
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PTOTlnclal  Distribution  ot  Industries. 

Of  the  cotton  mills,  181  are  in  the  Bombay  Presidency,  with  an 
aggregate  number  of  188,025  operatives,  or  09  per  cent  of  the  total. 
Madras  comes  next  with  26  mills  and  23,564  persons.  The  United 
Provinces  contain  17  mills  with  16,779  persons,  tlie  Central  Pro\inces 
and  Bihar  14  mills  and  14,952  persons,  and  Bengal  15  mills  and 
10,394  persons. 
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Almost  all  the  jute  mills  (69)  are  in  Bengal,  with  248.G41  op- 
eratives, or  99  per  cent  of  the  total.  There  are  3  mills  in  Madras, 
employing  2,123  persons. 

There  are  in  Bombay  486  cotton  ginning  and  prcKsing  mills,  em- 
ploying 36,451  ^rsons.  In  the  Central  Provinces  and  Berar  there 
are  415  mills  with  29,572  persons;  in  the  United  Provinces,  15C  mills 
with  15,414  persons;  in  Madras,  116  mills  with  10,003  persons;  in 
the  Punfab,  135  mills  with  9,452  persons;  in  Central  India,  93  mills 
with  7,130  persons;  in  the  State  of  Hyderabad,  140  mills  with  6,131 
persons;  and  Barmln,  62  mills  with  6,005  persons. 

The  largest  number  of  engineering  workshops  (inchiding  iron  and 
bra^s  foundries)  is  in  Bengal  (34  factories  with  18,554  persons). 
Other  important  Provinces  stand  thus  in  order  of  importance:  Bihar 
and  Orissa  (6  factories  with  10,184  persons),  Bombay  (21  factories 
with  4,458  persons),  and  Madras  (9  factories  with  2,i65  persons). 

The  majority  of  rice  mills  are  in  Burma  (265  mills  with  30,.^83 
persons),  and  in  Madras  (114  mills  with  7,913  pcr.'K)ns). 

Tile  and  brick  factories  are  to  be  found  mainly  in  Bengal  (90 
factories  with  13,124  persons),  Madras  (28  factories  with  6,C35  per- 
sons), the  United  Provinces  (25  factories  with  2,897  persons),  and 
the  Punjab  (30  factories  with  2,652  persons). 

Of  the  125  jute  presses,  118  are  in  Bengal,  and  these  employ  25,698 
persons.  Of  the  remaining  7  presses,  4  are  in  Bihar  and  Orissa  with 
365  persons,  and  3  in  Madras  with  242  persons. 

Of  die  woolen  mills  (including  carpet  and  shawl  weaving  estab- 
lishments not  classed  as  mills) ,  3  employing  3,917  persons  are  in  the 
United  Provinces.  7  with  2,884  persons  are  in  the  Punjab,  and  7  with 
2,585  persons  are  in  the  Kashmir  Stat«, 

The  home  of  the  sawmill  industry  is  Burma,  which  possesses  103 
mills;  employing  8,840  persons.  Other  principal  Provinces  havine 
sawmills  are  Assam  (8  mills  with  1,038  persons),  Madras  (3  mil& 
with  522  persons),  and  Bombay  (2  mills  with  381  persons). 

Petroleum  refineries  are  cwnnned  to  the  two  petroleum-producine 
Provinces  of  Burma  and  Assam,  Burma  having  six  refineries  with 
9,070  persons  and  Assam  one  with  705  persons. 

Tanneries  and  leather  works  are  mainly  in  the  United  Provinces 
(8  factories  with  4,178  persons),  Madras  (11  with  1,104  persons), 
Bengal  (16  with  668  persons),  and  Bombay  (1  with  480  persons). 

Sugar  factories  are  confined  chiefly  to  the  three  Provinces  of  Bihar 
and  Orissa,  the  United  Provinces,  and  Madras.  Bihar  and  Orissa 
have  10  factories  with  2,309  persons,  United  Province  9  factories 
with  2,192  persons,  and  Madras  5  factories  with  2,131  persons. 

Of  the  14  tobacco  factories,  3  are  in  Bihar  and  Orissa  with  2,482 
persons,  5  in  Bengal  with  1,160  persons,  3  in  Madras  with  835  per- 
sons, and  1  in  Bangalore  with  800  persons. 


Swedish  Hackerel  Catch. 


According  to  the  Svenska  Dagbladet  of  -Tune  30.  1918,  7.600.000 
mackerel,  valued  at  $5^,000,  have  been  caught  to  date  on  the  west 
coast  of  Sweden  during  the  1918  season. 
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HULL'S  TIUBES  TEABE. 

ICoDSul  Ilomci  U.  BjlagtoD,  null,  EDgland,  Jul;  6.] 

Hull  inipoi'ts  of  foreign  sawn  wood  for  the  six  months  ended  June 
30,  1916,  totaled  325,400  loads  (1  load=50  cubic  feet),  as  compared 
with  00,000  loads  for  tlie  corresponding  half  year  of  1917  and  158,000 
'.  loads  in  1916.  The  1918  importations  may  be  said  to  be  about  a 
normal  level.  Tliere  are  special  circumstances  operating  in  favor  of 
Hull  and  the  aggregate  imports  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  not  so, 
satisfactory. 

Regarding  the  rationing  of  the  import  timber  trade  the  following 
is  quoted  from  a  local  publication: 

Further  Information  is  now  to  hnnd  of  the  proposed  scheme  of  "  rntloning  " 
In  tlic  Import  timber  trade.  As  already  Intimated  all  Importers,  merchants, 
and  retailers  have  to  be  registered  and  partlmlars  of  normal  sales,  present 
parcbases,  sales,  and  stoclis  to  be  furnlslied  to  the  Controller.  So  ioug  as  tlte 
sebeme  operates  all  softwoods  will  in  future  be  purchased  and  imported  into 
the  United  KlnRdora  by  the  Timber  Supply  Department,  assisted  by  a  trade- 
purcbaslng  committee,  tbls  including,  as  they  arrive,  all  parcels  of  softwoods 
coming  forward  on  private  BCCODnt. 

The  present  holdings  of  the  trade  now  In  stock  In  the  United  Kingdom, 
however,  will  remain  the  property  of  the  respective  owners  and  may  be  dis- 
posed of  to  consumers  boUllug  permits  to  purchase,  subject  to  tbe  eslstiug 
regulations  as  to  selling  prices.  Some  exceptions  arc  permitted  in  respect  ot 
stocits  imported  before  May  lf>,  1017,  from  Norway  and  Sweden  and  July  19 
from  Canada  and  the  United  Stales.  The  Idea  appears  to  be  to  create  a 
national  stock  which,  after  b  certain  portion  has  been  resen-ed  for  emer- 
gencies and  Government  requirements,  will  be  available  to  recoiniized  Im- 
porters,  merchants,  and  retailers.  When  the  scheme  Is  fully  In  force  the  sales 
which  under  tbe  old  conditions  were  made  by  the  Government  buyers  to  con- 
Bumers  will  practically  cease. 
Allocattont  or  Kations.  '  ' 

With  regard  to  the  plau  for  ratlonlnj;,  the  ralion  allocated  to  Arms  ivlll  be 
based  on  the  average  purchases  declared  relating  to  tlie  years  1812,  lUlB,  and 
1914,  taken  together,  reduced  by  the  amount  of  their  present  holdings.  They 
will  not,  it  is  Intimated,  be  expected  to  draw  upon  tlie  natloniU  stock  until 
their  own  stocks  are  exhausted,  the  permits  to  purchase  referring  to  either. 
Allocation  Is  to  be  made  lu  the  first  place  for  a  bIt  mouths"  ration,  the  terms  for 
payment  to  the  Department  of  Supplies  drawn  from  national  stock  being  net 
easli  in  escbange  for  delivery  order. 

Maximum  prices  for  sales  to  consumers  will  be  published  from  time  to  time, 
and  supplies  out  of  nntlonal  slock  will  l>e  made  at  £3  15s.  ($1S.25)  |ier  standard 
(1  3tandard=165  cubic  feet)  below  these  prices,  this  margin  to  inclnde  working 
expenses  and  one  month's  interest  where  credit  is  allowed.  Retail  sales  by  a 
retailer  are  limited  to  a  value  of  £5  (S24.33)  per  week  to  any  consumer  without 
a  permit,  the  retailer  being  allowed  to  charge  not  more  than  £2  ($0.73)  per 
standard  over  scheduled  prices.  Tbe  scheme  wlircome  Intooperallon  at  an  early 
date,  and  a  new  timber  order  will  be  Issued  consolidatlUK  a  number  of  existing 
orders,  and  affecting  tbe  control  of  both  Imported  and  home-growa  timber. 


DTCSEASE  IN  ITALIAN  INSUBANCE  COIIIFANIES.  '  1 

[Wceklr  DallctiD,  CanadlaL  DciHtrtmi^at  o(  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  July  22.} 
Italy,  writes  La  Finanza  Italiana,  is  proceeding  gradually  to  na- 
tionalize and  organize  the  home  insurance  market,  which  prior  to 
'  tlie  war  was  too  much  dominated  by  foreign  insurance  companies, 

■  especially  those  of  enemy  countries.  Since  1914,  23  pure  Italian  in-j 
i  surance  companies  have  been  organized,  with  a  total  capital  of  46,- 

805,000  lire,  while  4  companies  have  increased  their  capital  by  5,080,- 
!  000  lire.  If  allowance  is  made  for  the  companies  that  have  suspended 
activities  and  for  the  7  companies  that  have  decreased  their  capital, 

■  the  net  amount  invested  in  Italian  insurance  companies  since  1914 
reaches  approximately  40,000,000  lire. 
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FBOPOSAIS  FOR  OOTERHMEHT  SITFPUES  ASH  COKSTEUCTIOH. 
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Naw  Deparlment  BUpplie«,  No.  6357. — Seolcii  proposals  will  be  received  nt  tlie 
Bnrean  at  Supplies  and  Awwnnts,  Nnvy  Department,  Washtngton,  D.  C, 
anj. firms  desiring  to  sulimit  proposals  slioiild  give  st-lK^lule  luiinljers  for 
furnlshlDg  tlie  following:  Schedule  1003,  blacksniitli'a  anvils,  blacksmith's 
portable  forgc.'^,  siHiglaze  grit  grindstones,  bydraullc,  screw,  and  worm- 
Seared  Jacks,  and  4-gaIlon  capacity  pitch  kettles;  scliedule  1906,  tinner's 
(iarcoal  furnaces,  tinner's  mallets,  tinner's  beneli  shears,  tinner's  hand 
snips,  and  tinner's  stakes;  schedule  1907,  steel  balls  for  bearings,  iron  bolts, 
curtain  rod  brackets,  turn  buttons  with  plates,  closed  paint  and  cement 
cans,  bronze  sash  Jack  chain,  liquid  door  checks,  galvanized  wrought-lron 
wire  doth,  brass  screit'  eyes,  brass  eyelet  grommets,  and  bronxe  door  cup 
hooks;  scheilole  1908,  spring,  butt,  strap,  T,  eU\  hinges;  schedule  1909. 
blind  and  sash,  cabinet,  cupboard,  mortise  tyi^e.  roll-top  desk,  wardrobe, 
1,  chest  drawer,  and  door  locks;  schedule  1910,  ivhihk  hrooins. 

Tubular  boiler.  No.  5358.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse 
Inspector.  Hock  Island,  II!.,  for  famishing  and  delivering  one  verticnl  siib- 
Dierged  tnbular  boiler  to  lighthouse  tender  Dandelion,  f,  o.  b.  Keokuk.  Iowa. 
■  Jloilers,  No.  53.'i9. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Wasliinglou,  D.  C,  until  AuRust  12,  1918, 
for  furnishing  and  installing  two  300- horsepower  boilers,  with  superheaters. 
In  central  power  plant  at  naval  station.  New  Orleans,  La.  Refer  to  ^»ec1fi- 
catlou  No.  316S. 

lAbontlory  tupjttiei.  No.  5360. — Sealeil  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field 
Sfedlcal  Supply  Depot.  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.,  until  August 
13,  1918,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  anvils  with  vise,  arsenic  apparatus, 
arsenic  tubes,  ball  mills,  draining  bottles,  triple-beam  balance,  red  sable 
brushes,  Baiihel  automatic  burners,  casseroles,  chlorine  gas-measuring 
appnrutus,  coaj.'ulntors.  cork  borer  shiirpener,  clamps,  crcamometers,  crucible 
holders,  aluminum  dishes,  etc    Circular  Is'o.  851. 


on.  FAODirCTIOH  AT  BAEU,  BTTSSIA. 
[I.'£conDmlsle  EuropJcn,  lulf  S.J 
The  following  table  shows  the  Baku  oil  pFoduction  in  1913,  1914, 
1916.  and  1917,  in  barrels  of  12  gallons.  The  original  ^gures  in 
Russian  poods,  published  in  the  Frankfort  Gazette,  were  converted 
at  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  rate  of  8.33  poods  (crude  oil) 
to  the  barrel : 
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'      FOBEIOK  TEABE  OPPOETUNITIES. 

Rmerrcil  addrc'i<s>;ii  ma^  be  obtHlDCiI  from  ttir  nareaa  BDd  Kb  dlatrlct  nnd  cooper>-> 
tlve  ufllceii.  Ittijni'HI  lor  curb  opportunity  aboutd  be  od  ■  separate  sbwt  and  •ta<a 
opporlnnlty  nuuibrr.  Thp  BarriiD  doea  cot  turalab  cr<^lt  ratings  or  assume 
rpHpoDsllilllty  Bf  le  tbe  ntnnOlnt;  of  toveign  iDquLrrra :  the  usual  procauClanB  sbould  lie 
taken  Id  oil  easi's.  Bymbcils:  *  ICeporti^ct  by  American  consular  offloera ;  t  Reported  by 
commercial  attaeb^K  and  commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  bf  the  Bureau. 
In  COM  alder  I  UK  tbr  follawtnK  "  op  porta  nit  I  «■  "  ■peelal  refcard  BbaBld  li« 
had  to  the  l>wa  aud  rvKalAllons  coccrBlns  esport  llcensca  nod  tradlnte 
mm  the  meinr. 

Automobile  repair  psrla 27279       Oils— 27278,27282 

AutomobllcH 27281       rulrts  and  Tarnishes 27278 

Electrical  npparatna 27281       Petroleum  produeta 27278 

RIectrlcal  macMiierr 272S0       Rubber,  sbeet 27B76 

Furniture,  steel 27281      Sawmill  equipment 27274 

Metal  tiilwa  nnd  sheets 2727(1       Shipyard  equipment 272T4 

Motor  trucks _  27275       Steel—  ^-.^-^ 

Motors. 2727il       ^'i™ 

Nails 27281 

27274.*— A  firm  In  Chile  who  has  recently  taken  over  the  property  of  a  locitl 
company,  coiislstEng  of  sume  800,000  neres  of  timber  und  agricultural  land, 
sawmills,  nnil  a  ivoml  ilistltlinB  plant,  and  who  have  also  secured,  for  a. 
period  of  23  years,  2,400,000  aeres  of  timber  and  farm  land,  desires  to  pur- 
chase a  large  modern  sawmill  equlpmeat,  plans  for  wooden  sailing  vessels, 
and  shipyard  equipment  for  constructing  vessels  up  to  1,500  tons  dead 
weight.  The  firm  may  also  tiistalt  a  new  wood  distilling  plant.  Complete 
Information  slwuld  be  submitted.  Correspondence  should  be  In  ijpanlsh. 
References. 

2727.^.* — A  railway  coinpjiny  In  Tndo-Chlna  desires  In  reeelve  bids  for  furnish- 
ing six  motor  trucks.  Tenders  will  lie  received  at  the  railway  ofBoes  until  . 
11  a.  m.  September  7,  1018.  Complete  siieolfieations  and  Instructions  (in 
French)  may  be  had  on  iipplieutiou  to  the  Bureau  or  its  dlstriet  offlces, 
(Refer  to  file  No.  J04426.) 

27270.* — A  company  of  Rcncral  commission  merchants  In  Rpain  desire  to  secure 
a^neles  f^^r  the  sale  of  iiiblier  In  sheets  for  miinufneturln){  tublii);  and 
Other  rtibber  articles.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    Refei'enoes. 


27278.* — A  firm  in  Argentina  desires  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  snle  of  oils, 
paints,  varnishes,  iieti-oleum  products,  and  automobile  repair  parts.  Cor- 
respondence sliould  be  in  Spanish.    References. 

27279.*— A  firm  Id  England  would  like  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  wire, 
wire  nails,  brass,  copper,  end  steel  tnbes,  and  brass,  copper,  aluminum,  and 
steel  sheets.  Quotations  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Payment  will  be 
made  against  bill  of  lading.    References. 


27281.* — A  man  in  Cuba  wishes  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  Amerlcno 
.mnnufncturers  and  ex[)orters  with  a  view  to  securing  an  agency  for  the 
sate  of  low  and  medium-priced  automobiles,  oil  motors,  electric  motors, 
electric  fans,  electric  household  nrticles,  machinery,  and  novelties  of  all 
hinds,  and  steol  office  furniture.  Quotations  should  lie  made  f.  o.  b.  steamer. 
New  York.  Payment  will  be  made  by  cash  on  receipt  of  shipping  documents^ 
References, 

Ii7282.* — A  company  in  Spain  would  like  to  secure  agencies  for  the  sale  of  whale 
oil,  lubricating  oils,  oils  for  the  woolen  Industry,  and  various  grades  of 
aulmal  oils.  Credit  Iprms  of  from  (10  to  W>  days  are  preferred.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  Kngllsh.    References. 

Ho  trouble  to  bay,  cheap,  convenient,  a  real  Isvestment — War  Saving  Stamps, 

Goot^lc 
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SWEDISH  EXPORT  IHDUSTEIES'  CENTRAL  COUNCIL 
[Consnl  General  Albert  Ilalatead.  Stockholm,  July  11.]  ■/- 

■  Twenty  Swedish  industrial  associations  have  formed  a  council 
called  De  Svenska  Exportindustriernas  Centralrad.  The  most  im- 
portant members  are  Jarnkontoret  (the  Iron  Institute),  the  Swedish 
.Cellulose  Association,  the  Swedish  l^'ood  Pulp  Association,  the 
Swedish  Timber  Export  Association,  the  General  Export  Associa- 
tion of  Sweden,  the  Swedish  Industrial  Association,  the  Swedish 
Chemical  Industries  Office,  the  Swedish  Machine  Industries  Associa- 
tion, the  Swedish  Metal  Goods  Association,  and  the  Swedish  Timber 
Industries  Association. 


CANADIAN  REGULATIONS  FOR  OIEOUABOABINE. 

The  rules  governing  the  manufacture,  importation,  and  sale  of 
oleomargarine  in  Canada  have  been  consolidated  and  nublislied  by 
the  Department  of  Customs  as  Memorandum  No.  2227B  of  July  18, 
Practically  the  same  regulations  as  tho.se  which  were  promulgated  by 
orders  in  council  of  October  23  and  November  17  (see  Commerce 
Eeports  for  Oct.  31  and  Nov.  27,  1917,  or  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No. 
27,  p.  95)  are  included  in  the  present  Memorandum,  with  one  omis.=ion 
and  four  new  sections.  The  authorization  for  the  regulation  of  prices 
of  oleomargarine  does  not  appear  in  the  revised  rules,  but  it  may  be 
implied  in  section  19  quoted  below.  The  definition  of  oleomargarine 
is  revised  to  include  butter  substitutes  manufactured  wholly  or  in 
part  from  oil  (as  well  as  from  fat)  other  than  that  from  milk  and 
cream,  which  coiUain  no  foreign  coloring  matter  and  which  do  not 
contain  more  than  16  per  cent  of  water.    The  additions  to  the  former 
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regulations  are  comprised  in  sections  6,  7,  18,  and  19,  irhich  road 
as  follows : 

6.  Importers  of  oleomarenrine  mmle  wholly  of  vegetable  fn^Si^nd  0II9  shall 
famish  to  the  OoUoetor  uf  Cusloma  nl  the  port  of  entry  a  cerOfi'ciile  of  in^vec- 
tion  In  such  form  ns  may  be  required  by  the  Caoada  Food  Board. 

7.  Oleomurtuirltie  nianufuctureil  wholly  from  vegetable  oils  shall  be  ao  desig- 
nated In  all  I'.ibcls,  braudH,  or  other  marklngK. 

IS.  Xo  persiin  sliall  sell,  offer,  expose,  or  bavo  in  poss<>Ksion  for  sale  any  oleo- 
margarlno  nmlded  or  cut  Into  prints  or  blocks  nnlcsn  siich  prints  or  blocks  arc 
of  tlie  full  lift  wolpht  of  onc-hnlf  pound  or  1  pouuil  at  the  time  they  nre  sold, 
offered,  exposed,  or  bad  in  possession  Cor  sale. 

19.  The  Dniry  and  Cold  Storajte  Commissioner  for  (be  Dominion  of  Canada 
sball  have  chnr(;c  of  tbe  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  tbeae  reenlationa, 
and  of  any  other  regubitions  made  by  Ills  K:ii-ellen<.'y  tlie  Governor  General  In 
Council  or  by  the  Canada  Food  Hoard,  in  so  fur  aa  such  regulations  pertain  to 
the  sale  and  use  of  oleomargarine. 


SHOETAOE  OF  TIN  15  QERIUBT. 

Paraffin  paper  containers  are  beinjj  u.sed  in  Germnny  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  place  of  tin  cans  for  condensed  milk,  preserved 
fruit,  and  vegetables,  and  in  place  of  tin  drinking  cups;  untinned 
steel  sheets  are  also  used  extensively  as  a  substitute.  As  to  the 
seriousness  of  tlic  shortage  of  tin  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt. 

The  Hamburgi  sober  Correspondent,  of  January  1  last,  stated  that 
the  Upper  Hilesian  tin-plate  indu.'-try  is  working  under  exceptional 
pressure,  being  engaged  nlmoKt  exciusively  on  army  orders.  The 
article  in  question  states  that  a  new  plant  lias  recently  been  erected 
for  the  purpose  of  remanufacturing  old  and  scrap  tin-plate,  and 
that  Upper  Silesian  tin-ore  mines,  which  were  formerly  regarded  as 
being  too  poor  to  warrant  working,  are  now  being  worked  as  far  as 
possible. 

The  same  paper  on  February  8  contained  an  article  originating 
from  the  Hamburger  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  the  whole 
country  was  urged  in  the  interests  of  the  national  welfare  to  sur- 
render for  war  purposes  all  stocks  of  tin  and  other  scarce  metals 
(including  copper,  brass,  nickel,  and  aluminium). 

It  would  appear  that  as  yet  no  thoroughly  satisfactory  substitute 
for  tin  has  be«n  found. 

COHHEBCIAL  BTJREA1T  FOB  OBEEE  OOVEBiniEBT  IS  NEW  TOSE. 

(CmwuI  0«iiem  Aleiander  W.  W»dd«n,  Alhciu,  Oreece,  Joue  17.] 

Owing  to  transportation  difficulties  and  the  desirability  of  having 
a  uniform  and  single  transportation  service,  the  Hellenic  Govemment 
has  established  a  commercial  bureau  at  New  York,  attached  to  its 
consulate  general  in  that  city,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Greek 
legation  at  Washington. 

This  bureau  alone  will  be  authorized  to  purchase  and  attend  to  all 
supplies  needed  in  America  by  the  Greek  Government;  loading  and 
shipment  of  these. supplies  will  be  carried  mi  in  cftp^rt^ion  witn^the 
Greek  General  Transport  Board  (Direction  Superieure  des  Trans- 
ports). ,  ,  ,  .,        ,  ,,,  .        ,,. 

A  similar  bureau  is  being  establislied  at  Marseille. 


.  Goot^  Ic 
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SALT  mtirSTET  IH  THE  mSTHEBUUniS. 

[CoDBul  Fnnk  W.  UaMn,  AmBterdam,  Jaar  39.] 

Areport  from  this  consulate  dated  November  2,  1917  [published 
in  Commerce  Rkforts  for  Dec.  3],  related  to  undeveloped  salt  beda 

■  in  the  Provinces  of  Gelderland  and  Overyssel,  and  stated  that  the 
threatened  scarcity  of  salt  in  Holland  was  causing  renewed  con- 
sideration of  them. 

A  joint-stock  company  has  now  been  organized,  called  the  Konin- 
klyke  Nedcrlandscho  Zoutindiistrie  (Royal  Netherlands  Salt  In- 
dustry), for  the  purpose  of  working  these  salt  beds.  The  capital 
[  stock  is  750,000  florins  ($301,500). 

The  prospectus  of  the  company  states  that  in  1903  an  official  Gov- 
ernment report  noted  the  presence  of  salt  in  Gelderland  and  Overys- 
sel. In  1911  salt  was  found  by  boring  in  several  localities  to  a  depth 
'  of  several  hundred  feet.  The  Government  approved  a  proposition  to 
'  develop  the  salt  beds,  but  the  matt«r  was  not  pressing  and  nothing 
definite  was  done  tiU  the  difficulty  of  importing  salt  caused  by  the 

■  iTvar  forced  an  interested  consideration  of  the  subject,  which  has  re- 
sulted in  the  formation  of  the  stock  company,  with  Government 
approval  and  patronage.  In  fact,  the  State  is  to  receive  150,000 
florins'  worth  of  the  shares  of  capital  stock. 

The  thickness  of  the  principal  salt  bed  is  estimated  at  about  19 
meters  (C2.33  feet),  and  it  is  calculated  that  a  surface  of  100  hectares 
;(247  acres)  would  contain  38,000,000  tons  of  salt.  However,  the 
concession  includes  a  surface  of  3,000  hectares  (7,413  acres),  under 
which,  according  to  the  calculation,  there  might  be  1,140,000,000  tons 
of  salt.  The  total  annua)  consumption  in  Holland  is  about  170,000 
tons. 

It  is  proposed  to  take  measures  for  the  immediate  bcgimiing  of 
.work. 


DECBEASES  pTDUSTRIAL  EABHINGS  IN  SIAM. 

[ViM  ConEnl  Carl  C.  HaoMD,  Bangkok.) 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Bangkok  Manufac- 
turing Co.  (Ltd.),  ice  and  soda  water  manufacturers,  and  cold  stor- 
age merchants,  it  was  reported  that  the  results  of  the  year's  work- 
ings had  not  been  so  favorable  as  those  of  the  previous  year,  there 
■tiemg  a  decrease  in  the  profite  of  about  20,000  ticals  ($7,400).  The 
gross  earnings  of  the  company's  operations  for  the  year  ended 
,  March  31, 1918,  were  69,220  ticals  (f^S.Gll),  and  an  ad  interim  divi- 
dend of  3  per  cent  and  final  dividend  of  4  per  cent  had  been  dis- 
tributed for  the  year. 

The  main  factors  given  as  contributing  to  the  decrease  in  the 
earnings  of  this  company  were  advanced  prices  for  raw  materials, 
higher  freights,  and  increased  cost  of  fuel.  Paddy  husks,  the  by- 
product of  rice  milling,  have  hitherto  almost  entirely  served  as  the 
only  fuel  for  all  the  manufacturing  enterprises  in  Bangkok,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  ipartial'destrwctionS' of  the  paddy  crop  in  lower  Siam 
duriiig  last  year,  there  has  been  a  scarcity  of  paddy  for  milling 
purposes  with  consequent  shortage  and  enhanced  cost  of  the  husks. 
Owing  to  shortngo  of  fuel  and  tlie  large  increase  in  cost  the  Siam 
Electricity  Co.  (Ltd.)  has  increased  the  rates  for  the  electric  currenL 
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OTTTLOOK  IN  OHTABIO  GUIXZHG  nTDTTSTBY. 

ICoDsul  FelU  S.  a.  Jobi^on,  BIlniatoB,  Canada,  Julj  .ti.l 

CitDadian  canners  have  experienced  a  satiafactoi'v  seasfm  md-the 
outlook  for  the  lute  paok  of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  Ontario  has  some 
encom-sging  as{^(>(^.  Shortage  of  labor  and  tlie  exceedingly  high 
prico  of  everythiiifi  that  enters  into  the  manufacture  of  canned  goods 
have  fumifilied  i)i.)bleins.  The  labor  scarcity  is  Ijping  oveicome,  and 
in  most  instacceri  packere  will  be  able  to  handle  a  normal  volume 
of  raw  material.  Children  under  14  years  of  ape,  who  were  hereto- 
fore permitted  to  do  outside  work  at  canning  factories,  are  barred 
thin  \"car  by  (lovcrnment  ciiactment,  and  a  notice  was  sent  from 
Otfawft  prohibiting  the  employment  of  women  after  0.30  in  the 
evening. 

The  extensive  cultivation  of  city  gaidens  and  the  canning  that  is 
being  done  in  priv»te  households  exercised  a  perceptible  effect  on  the 
demand  for  canned  goods  through  retailers  in  Ontario.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  the  demand  fell  off  10  to  15  per  cent  on  this  account. 
Some  members  of  the  trade  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  still  l&rg;er 
amount  of  domestic  canning  will  be  done  this  year,  and  this  will 
affect  consumption  of  the  commercial  article  to  an  evon  greater  de- 
gree. This  is  not  expected  to  have  much  effect  on  prices,  as  costs  have 
ri'en  extensively  during  the  last  four  vears.  Pens  for  which  canners 
paid  $50  a  ton  last  year  are  costing  $G0  and  in  some  ca?ps  $70  this 
year,  according  to  some  reports.  Tin  plate  will  cost  approximately 
the  same  as  last  year.  Laoels  will  be  somewhat  dearer,  and  boxes 
and  labor  will  cost  the  mannfactui-er  more  than  ever  before. 
Crop  PTtMfeets  foi  lUffareat  Prodnoti. 

AVeathcr  conditions  favot  the  pea  crop,  and  canners  have  been  able 
to  secure  practically  a  full  pack.  It  is  almost  assured  that  it  will 
be  possible  to  till  100  per  cent  of  the  orders  for  peas,  as  compared 
with  a  delivery  of  10  per  cent  last  year.  Tlie  canners'  price  averaged 
about  $1.50  per  dosen  for  2's  last  year,  and  it  is  not  expected  to  dif- 
fer much  this  year,  on  account  of  enhance  costs  of  labor,  wrap- 
pings, boxes,  etc.  The  pack  of  the  early  varieties  was  of  unusually 
liijA  quality. 

Tomatoes  are  likely  to  l>e  a  fair  crop,  and  the  continuance  of  wana 
weatlker  will  insure  a  satisfactory  yield.  In  western  Ontario  the 
prospects  are  considered  to  be  good,  and  although  some  damage  was 
done  by  frost  in  some  sections  of  tiie  Province,  it  was  not  of  suffi- 
cient extent  to  cause  anxiety. 

The  season  is  not  suHiciently  advanced  to  permit  a  definite  forfr- 
ciist  of  the  pack  of  corn.  The  crop  is  estimated  to  be  about  two 
weeks  beliind  normal,  but  warm  weather  may  change  the  situation 
between  now  and  the  date,  for  the  commencement  of  packing  opera- 
tions for  com. 

Small  fruits  are  a  relatively  small  pack.  Strawlmrries  were  about 
a  a5  per  cent  pack,  but  caimed  raspberries  will  be  fairly  large.  Tb« 
reconi  prices  obtaining  for  thp  raw  fruit  are  lik^Jy  to  ^fffct  tbft.,cost 
of  the  canned  article  materially.  Strawbetries  are  liliely  to  com- 
mand as  higji  aw  ^^-li^  a  (lo/en  for  2^!^.  i.  o.  b.  caijning  factory  to  the 
retailer,  which  is  tully  $1  above  last  year's  ^i"ice.''"  ''  ' ' 

Ko  troii1>le  to  buy,  cheap,  convenient,  a  real  iiiTestmeiit — War  Saving  SUmpa. 
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ITALIAN  HABEET  FOR  TTKEXPOSED  CIKEHA  FUKS. 

[Coneul  P.  T.  F.  Dumont,  Florence,  July  13.1 

The  artistic  successes  of  tho  Italian  moving-picture  industry  are 
many,  but  few  of  the  numerous  stock  companies  manufacturing 
monne  pictures  have  shown  ver^  good  financial  results.  However, 
the  inaustrj  was  developing  ra(>idlv  in  the  years  preceding  the  war, 
and  the  export  of  films,  practically  all  of  which  were  developed 
ready  for  screen  use,  hnd  risen  by  1913  to  310,850  pounds,  which,  at 
an  estimated  weight  of  4.7  pounds  to  each  1,000  feet  of  film,  is  equal 
to  about  66,000,000  feet.  The  outbreak  of  war  in  1911  seriously 
affected  this  trade,  exports  in  that  year  being  231,300  pounds.  In 
1915  exports  were  2^5,000  pounds;  in  1916,  189,300  pounds;  and  in 
1917,  142,100  pounds. 
Tllm  Import!  and  Export*. 

No  blank,  sensitized  films  were  manufactured  in  Italy  prior  to  the 
war,  and  even  at  the  present  time  little  or  no  progress  has  been  made 
in  this  line.  In  1913  imports  of  tliis  film  had  risen  to  406,500  pounds, 
but  dropped  in  1914  to  392.300  pounds,  while  in  1915,  1916.  and  1917 
the  amounts  were  348,200,  390,000,  and  340,500  pounds,  respectively. 
The  consumption,  exclusive  of  exports,  is  about  185.000  or  190,000 
pounds  of  blank  film  per  year,  or  about  40,000,000  linear  feet.  A 
market  of  this  size  is  well  worth  looking  after. 

An  analysis  of  pre-war  exports  shows  that  about  26  per  cent  went 
to  Great  Britain,  16  per  cent  to  France,  12  per  cent  to  Brazil,  12  per 
cent  to  Austria-Hungary,  8  per  cent  to  Argentina,  6  per  cent  to 
Germany,  5  per  cent  to  Spain,  and  3  per  cent  to  the  United  States. 
The  war  has  made  a  great  change  in  the  market  for  developed  films, 
and  in  1917  France  took  25  per  cent,  Spain  20  per  cent,  and  the 
United  States  4  per  cent  of  the  films  exported.  Arj^entina  and 
'Brazil  each  took  only  one-third  of  their  pre-wur  quantities. 
Tnltcd  States  Bnpplles  Larger  Part  it  Blank  Slims. 

Imports,  however,  show  the  greatest  change.  Of  the  undeveloped 
film  imported  before  the  war  Germany  supplied  40  per  cent.  Great 
Britain  25  per  cent,  France  16  per  cent,  and  Belgium  7  per  cent;  the 
United  States  furnished  three- f  curt  lis  of  1  per  cent,  or  about  2,700 
to  3,500  pounds.  Imports  from  the  United  States  rose  to  45,800 
pounds  in  1915,  to  227,000  pounds  in  1916,  and  to  280,000  pounds  in 
1917,  when  they  represented  83  per  cent  of  the  total  imports.  Great 
Britain  followed  with  10  per  cent  and  Franco  furnished  prnctically 
all  of  the  remainder. 

It  can  be  seen  that  the  United  States,  because  of  the  war,  has  ac- 
quired an  important  market  for  blank  films.  However,  the  needs 
of  the  war  and  the  difficulties  in  transportation  have  required  that 
old  chemical  plants  be  extended  and  numerous  new  ones  built  in 
Italy.  It  is  certain  once  the  war  is  over  that  some  of  these  plants 
will  be  converted  into  plants  suitable  for  manufacturing  blank  films. 
'American  manufacturers  of  film  mu»t  keep  a  close  watih  upon  this 
market  if  tll^ey  hope  to  retain  it,  but  it  can  oe  retained  by  furnishing 
first-class  goods. 

The  leading  markets  for  blank,  sensitized  films  are  in  Milan, 
Turin,  and  Some,  where  the  large  moving-picture  companies  are 
located.  Recourse  should  be  had  to  the  American  consuls  at  th^se 
,  places  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  firms.  n  '^ 
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EABNINaS  Am)  EXPESSIXUIIES  OF  SHEFFIELD  TEAHWAYS. 

[Consul  John  M.   Savage,  Bhelllcid,   Eaelnnd,  JnIT  IT.]  , 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Sheffield  Corporation  I'mmways 
and  Motor  Omnibuses  just  issued  for  the  year  ended  March  25,  1918. 
the  totnl  gross  capital  expenditure  for  the  year  was  £1,230,495 
($5,988,204) ;  and  on  the  same  date  the  sinking  fund,  provided  out 
of  revenue  with  earnings  thereon,  amounted  to  4525,042  ($2,555,117). 
In  the  tramways  section  income  on  revenue  necoimt  for  the  year 
amounted  to  £601,445  ($2,926,932) ;  and  working  expenses  to  £413,729 
($2,013,412),  an  average  cost  per  car-mile  of  10.72  pence  (21  cents), 
as  compared  with  8,34  pence  (17  cents  per  car-mile  for  the  previous 
yeat. 
Principal  Items  of  Expense. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  expenses,  £11,036  ($53,707)  was  paid 
in  war  nUowances  to  the  dependents  of  employees  who  have  joined 
the  colors;  including  this,  there  was  a  gross  profit  of  £176,679 
($859,808).  The  deductions  of  allowances  for  interest,  sinking  fund, 
income  tax  on  profits,  and  other  charges  leaves  a  net  balance  of 
£83,903  ($408,314) ,  a  decrease  of  £4,574  ($22,259)  from  the  preceding 
year.  To  this  balance  has  been  added  the  sum  of  £10,797  (i?52,543) 
arising  from  an  adj^istment  of  income  taxes  paid  during  the  period 
1900-1901  to  1913-14,  making  the  total  balance  to  be  dealt  with 
£94,700  ($460,857).  This  balance  has  been  appropriated  as  follows: 
Street  improvements,  £8,425  ($41,000) ;  renewals  fund,  £36,035 
($175,364) ;  proportion  of  income  tax  settlement,  £10,799  ($52,553) ; 
accumulated  surplus  ftmd,  £W3  ($4,394) ;  special  purposes  fund, 
^,000  ($9,734) ;  capital  account,  £417  ($2,029) ;  and  transfer  to  gen- 
eral district  rate  (which  goes  to  tlio  relief  of  the  city  taxes),  £30,121 
($175,783). 

Dating  from  December  25,  1917,  there  was  an  increase  of  6  per 
cent  for  electrical  energy,  and  a  further  advance  of  SJ  per  oent  came 
into  operation  in  June,  1918.  This  latter  advance  will  not  affect  the 
period  under  review,  but  will  no  doubt  have  an  appreciable  effect  on 
the  working  of  the  enterprise  during  tlie  current  year.  Except  that 
from  May  14,  1917,  halfpenny  fares  were  discontinued,  there  has 
been  no  change  in  the  fares  charged  passengers,  although  fears  are 
expressed  that  increased  costs  of  operation  will  ultimately  make 
advances  necessary.  The  total  number  of  passengers  carried  during 
the  year  was  153,506,213,  an  increase  of  10,954,606  over  the  preceding 
year. 
Inoeme  from  Hotor  Omntbniei. 

In  the  motor  omnibu-s  section  the  traffic  revenue  was  £46,9&1 
($228,682),  and  with  other  items  the  total  income  amounted  to  £47,640 
($231,840).  The  operating  expenses  were  £36,774  ($178,961) ;  war 
aUowances  to  dependents  of  employees,  £326  ($1,58G) :  and  deprecia- 
tion, £3,455  ,($16,914).  The  gross  profit  Wi^  £7,08^  ($34,474) :  pro- 
vision  for  sinking  fund,  income  tax  oh  profits,  renewals^  etc.,  leaves 
a  net  balance  of  £4,041  ($19,660).  The  balance  standing  to  the  credit 
of  the  special  reserve  fund  on  March  26, 1918,  was  i2,221  ($10,808). 

Owing  to  scarcity  of  motor  spirit,  the  service  of  motor  omnibusea 
has  been  maintained  with  considerable  dilltculty,  and  proposed  exten- 
sions of  the  system  have  been  temporarily  abandoned. 
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The  total  number  of  employees  is  2,120,  of  whom  1,108  are  men 
and  1,012  women.  The  present  rolling  stock  consists  of  347  service 
cars,  14  store  cars,  24  motor  omnibuses,  3  motor-power  wagons,  and 
7  motor  lorries  and  vans.  One  single-deck  car  has  been  sold  and 
delivered,  9  slngle-dcck  cars  are  being  disposed  of,  and  12  doubie- 
dcck  cars  have  been  purchased, 


QERHAIT  COlfCEBNS  AUALGAHATE  FOR  SHIPBUILDINO. 

The  Weser  Zeitung  of  June  13  contains  a  report  from  Berlin  stat- 
ing that  the  Gutehoffnungshuette,  the  Allgemeine  Elektrizitaets 
Geseilschaft,  and  the  Hamburg-Amcrika  Line  have  formed  a  con- 
sortium for  the  purpose  of  building  ocean-going  vessels.  The  share 
capital  for  the  present  will  be  10,000,000  marks  ($2,330,000  at  normal 
exchange).  Tne  yards  will  be  located  at  Finkenwaerder-Hamburg 
on  land  that  is  to  be  leased  to  the  new  concern  for  a  period  of  7» 
years  by  the  city  of  Hamburg.  Tank  ships  and  other  kinds  of  vessels 
will  behuilt.  All  of  the  largest  German  shipping  lines  will  bo  repre- 
sented in  the  directorate. 

The  Weser  Zeitung  of  June  14  also  contains  a  report  from  Berlin 
concerning  now  shipbuilding  plans,  as  follows : 

A  reiKirt  Is  current  lu  Hnmburg  thnt  a  large  shippint;  ynrd  U  to  be  eatah- 
llshed  111  the  DclghborliotHl  of  Haoitiurg  In  conuectlou  wlib  tlie  recently  founded 
RU-kmers  Btudlen  G.  m.  b.  H.  of  thnt  city ;  tbe  new  concern  wlU  build  iniaoil  a» 
well  as  Rea  cmft.  Industrial  concerns  that  furnish  material  or  machinery  for 
tbe  bullilluK  of  ships  will  be  paid  lu  shares  of  the  compiiny  that  o|)erates  the 
vesBela  Tlie  first  work  of  the  new  yards  will  be  tlie  construellou  of  12  fast 
vessels  suitable  for  carryiug  ore. 

The  same  article  reports  that  the  shipyard  of  J.  Junge  (Elsfleth, 
18  miles  from  Hamburg)  has  been  sold  to  a  Hamburg  consoitiiun 
which  contemplates  constructing  large  freighters. 


MAKUFACTUSE  OF  ALCOHOL  FBOX  THE  SOTOL  PLANT. 

[Consul  Lloyd  BurllDgbani,  Cludad  Juaiw,  lloxifo,  July  S.) 

A  number  of  inquiries  have  been  received  as  a  result  of  the  report 
published  in  Commkkce  Reports  of  May  2  upon  the  proposed  manu- 
facture in  this  city  of  alcohol  from  the  sotol  plant  Only  about  100 
barrels  of  alcohol  have  been  manufactured  so  far,  due  partly  to  the 
difficulty  in  securing  a  competent  distillery  man  and  partly  to  the 
fact  that  the  sap  of  the  sotol  plant  has  not  the  proper  chemical 
properties  from  about  June  1  to  August  15.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  to  secure  a  good  distillery  man  to  begin  work  about 
August  15,  1918,  and  it  is  expected  tliat  the  plant  will  be  run  at  full 
capacity  from  that  time. 

The  supply  of  the  sotol  plant  is  practically  unlimited.  It  grows 
wild  in  the  fields  and  it  is  relished  by  cattle.  A  factory  is  in  opera- 
tion in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  for  the  manufacture  of  a  cattle  food  maao  by 
a  mixture  of  cottonseed  hulls,  chopped  alfalfa,  and  a  sirup  extracted 
from  the  sbtol  plant,  it  is  said  that  this  prepared  food  will  closely 
apBfoximate  be9t  pulp  in  chemical  analysis.  Its  manufacture  is  just 
conunencing,  but  it  is  expected  shortly  to  turn  out  about  100,000 
pounds  a  day,  which  will  sell  for  about  $1.75  for  a  100-pound  sack. 
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FOOD  SITUATION  IN  AnSTBIA-KDHOAHT. 

(CoDHuI  Qpncral  Albert  aBlsfea<l,  BtorkholiD,  BwedcQ,  Julj  8.] 

The  Sveiisk  Ilandolstidning  for  July  6  contiijas  the., following 
analysis  of  tlie  food  situation  in  Austria-Hungary : 

The  Gi'imaii  pnpers  paint  the  food  situation  in  Austria  as  very 
serious.  Of  the  Austrian  food  crisis  which,  in  spite  of  the  assist- 
ance of  Germany  in  sending  shipments  of  grain  from  the  Ukraine 
and  other  necessary  measures,  has  not  yet  been  cafried  over  its  -worst 
stage — a  corres|jondent  in  Vienna  gives  to  the  Frankfurter  Zoitung 
a  thorough  description,  grounded  on  facts,  while  at  the  Kame  time 
scrutinizmg  the  causes  for  what  he  calls  "the  hunger  catastrophe." 
The  account  sliows  how  this  crisis  originated  and  developed  through 
a  marked  lack  of  cooperation,  not  only  among  the  different  Provinces, 
but  also  and  mainly  between  the  classes — the  country  people  and  the 
city  populations  on  one  side  and  the  wealthier  classes,  who  encourage 
clandestine  trade,  on  the  other. 
Austrian  Food  Bat  ions. 

When  the  hopes  of  imports  from  the  Ukraine  were  not  realized, 
the  crisis  could  no  longer  be  avoided.  In  order  to  get  an  idea  of  the 
extent  of  this  shortage  of  food  it  is  not  sufficient  to  go  by  the  figures 
of  the  bread  ration  only,  although  the  reduction  in  this  article  from 
1,250  to  0;J0  grams  per  wcclc,  and  for  hardworking  laborers  from  1,750 
to  1,120  grams  per  week  speaks  a  plain  language.  The  weekly  allow- 
ance of  flour  amounts  to  1.8  kilo  (Kilo=2,2  pounds),  and  that  of  rice, 
corn,  or  some  substitute,  since  n  few  weeks  ago,  to  one-sixteenth  kilo- 
Butter  and  fats  are  apportioned  in  parts  of  grams  per  week  or  not  at 
all.  There  is  an  allowance  of  three-fourths  kilo  of  sugar,  a  small 
package  of  coffee  substitute,  and  one-half  kilo  of  marmalade  per 
month.  Milk  is  available  only  for  children  under  2  years  of  oge, 
pregnant  women,  and  nursing  mothers,  in  quantities  of  one-fourth  to 
one-half  liter  per  day;  larger  children  and  adults  hardly  ever  see 
any  milk.  The  foods  mentioned  come  under  the  official  rationing. 
All  other  kinds  are  to  be  had  very  irregularly  and  in  small  quantities. 
There  is  no  regular  supply  of  eggs,  vegetables,  cheese,  etc.  Fruit  is 
hardly  ever  seen  on  the  market  places,  and  that  which  the  marmalade 
factories  do  not  buy  is  sold  at  fabulously  high  prices,  for  example, 
1  kilo  of  strawberries  sells  at  20  Austrian  crowns,  cherries  for  4  to 
8  Austrian  crowns,  etc.  [The  national  exchange  value  of  the  Aus- 
trian crown  is  $0,203,  but  it  is  now  greatly  depreciated.]  This  ap- 
plies to  Vienna,  other  large  cities,  and  the  industrial  districts. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  for  several  years  to  supply  la- 
borers and  poor  people  with  both  rationed  and  not  rationed  food, 
and  considerable  contributions  from  both  the  public  and  large  in- 
dustrial enterprises  have  been  granted  to  tho  "consumption  asso- 
ciations," which  the  laborers  have  established  on  their  own  initiative. 
Came*  of  Shortage. 

Austria  for  many  years  has  not  had  enough  grain  to  support  her- 
self and  during  the  war  its  production  has  been  stilt  less.  During  the 
war  Galicia  has  been  removed  from  the  contributors  to  the  support 
of  grain  in  Austria,  and  the  production  in  other  iJarts  of  (he  cmin- 
try  has  been  pi-onouncodly  reduced  on  account  of  lack  of  laborers. 
Another  and  important  fact  is  that  the  three  last  years  have  be«n 
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bad  for  the  harvest  alt  over  the  world  snd  not  least  in  Austria- 
Himgary.  Tlie  reduction  of  supplies  is,  no  doubt,  the  most  important 
cause  of  this  crisis  but  another  one,  slightly  leas  important,  is  the 
lack  6f  cooperation  between  the  different  Provinces  in  the  coun- 
try, partly  accentuated  by  the  difference  in  language  and  people.  ■ 
However,  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  is  any  noticeable  lack  of  food 
in  the  Province  of  Styria,  but  in  Carinthia  the  need  is  somewhat 
noticeable.  Tlie  ration  in  Hungary  in  January  was  Rtill  12  kilos 
for  the  household  of  farmers,  or  self-producing  households,  and  in 
the  cities  7  kilos  per  person. 


CHUniSE  UVIVXS8ITT  OFPEBS  COTTBSE  IS  SEKICULTUSE. 

[Vlcfl  Conml  AlTiD   W,  OUbert,  Nanklog.  China.  Jane  2«.1 

The  University  of  Nanking  has  organized  a  short-term  course  in 
silkworm  culture  that  will  run  about  two  and  a  half  months.  Silk- 
worm eggs  from  all  the  silk-producing  districts  of  China  have  been 
coUected — 170  varieties  in  alL  which  is  undoubtedly  the  most  com- 
plete collection  ever  made.  Seventy-two  representatives  from  these 
Tarious  districts  are  taking  this  course.  More  than  half  represent 
Government  officials  and  schools,  and  many  are  experts  and  teachers 
of  silk  culture.  Each  student  is  required  to  rear  his  own  silkworms 
according  to  the  best  modes  in  vogue  in  his  district.  Experiments 
are  under  way  to  furnish  scientific  explanation  for  or  against  many 
common  ideas  in  regard  to  the  production  of  silk.  Special  attention 
is  paid  to  the  eradication  and  control  of  diseases  among  the  worms 
and  to  the  production  of  eggs  that  are  free  from  disease,  to  selection 
of  cocoons  for  quantity  and  quality  of  fiber,  and  to  silkworm 
breeding. 

In  cooperation  with  the  International  Committee  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  Sericulture  in  China  this  institution  has  undertaken  possibly 
the  largest  experiment  in  mulberry  culture  ever  attempted  in  China, 
■which  includes  selection  of  the  best  species,  stock  for  grafting, 
methods  of  propagation  by  budding  and  grafting,  and  cuttmgs  and 
pruning.  Already  11  mow  of  land  {about  2  acres)  have  been  rented, 
and  about  1,000  trees  of  many  kinds  have  been  planted. 


TRADE  OF  THE  mnON  OF  SOTTTH  AFRICA  FOR  UAT. 

[Coanii  General  George  U.  Uurpbf.  Cape  Tawn.l 

The  Talue  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  for  May,  1918,  is  given  below  by  ports: 
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ATTEKSAKCE  AT  I£ED8  LEATHER  FAIE.^ 

[ConBul  Petdval  Gawett,  Leedi,  BagUnd,  July  18.3 

The  midsummer  quarterly  fair  took  place  in  the  Com  Exchange, 
.  Leeds,  yesterday.  There  was  a  slightly  better  attendance  than  at 
recent  gatherings,  says  the  Yorkshire  Post,  although  compared  with 
prewar  days  it  was  very  poor.    The  Post  continues: 

The  principal  object  of  the  dealers  and  others  present  vras  the  picking  np  of 
any  parcels  of  tincuDtrolled  leather  that  might  be  available.  Thene  are  getting 
ip-adunlly  less  owing  to  the  Increasing  vigilance  of  the  Government  officials, 
who  are  by  rtegreea  practically  controlling  the  whole  trade.  Very  few  lines 
are  now  open  to  the  public  exchange,  aud  there  Is  a.  tear  that  before  long  all  the 
leather  produced  and  the  boots  and  shoes  manufactured  must  be  under  the 
supervision  of  the  military  or  civilian  boot  departments.  It  was,  however, 
clear  and  n  cause  for  general  satisfaction  that  there  la  no  actual  shortage  of 
either  upper  or  boltom  leathers.  At  the  different  Government  depots  or  In  the 
hands  of  the  curriers  and  tanners  It  Is  confidently  stated  that  there  is  more 
leather  now  In  the  country  than  at  any  period  In  the  history  of  the  trade,  but 
the  ofllclals  In  charge  of  the  raw  materials  department  refuse  to  release  It. 

Buyers  yesterday  were  active  in  their  Inquiries  for  released  bends  (or  the 
"free"  civilian  boot  trade  and  for  refiair  work.  The  release  granted  a  fort- 
night ago  for  Ihe  middle  and  nic^lluni  grades,  which  promised  to  bring  much- 
needed  relief,  has  turned  out  to  be  much  smaller  than  was  expected,  and  In 
many  parts  of  the  Country  there  is  a  serious  shortage.  Boot  factories  have  had 
to  curtail  their  worltlng  hours  in  consequence.  The  quantity  of  hides  Is  rather 
below  the  average  and  on  both  foreign  and  home  account  the  slaughter  of  cattle 
Is  below  normal.  There  is  a  conHideralile  curtailment  of  tanning  materials. 
American  sole  leather  Is  In  small  supply  and  not  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
trade.  For  all  de«icrlptlons  of  hide  offal,  both  In  rough  and  primed,  there  Is  a 
steady  demand.  Tanners  of  Army  accouterm«it  leathers  rejiorted  trade  brlst, 
and  furtlier  contracts  are  atmounccd. 

In  the  upper-leather  section  the  turnover  is  rather  below  normal.  Curriers 
are  making  less  russet  kips  than  of  late,  because  of  the  poorer  quality  of  the 
East  India  kips  arriving.  The  stocks  already  held,  however,  are  more  than  suf- 
ficient for  military  requirements.  Box  sides  for  war-time  boots  are  also  In  good 
supply  and  the  better  grades  are  moving  with  more  freedom.  There  are  many 
of  those  not  quite  good  enough  for  the  "  controlled  "  boots  which  it  was  ex- 
pected might  be  available  for  ordinary  boot-trade  pnrpo.ses.  Curriers  are  with- 
out instructions  to  clear,  and  this  caused  some  buyers  to  leave  the  fair  yester- 
-  day  without  accomplishing  the  object  of  their  visit.  Black  and  russet  calf 
leather  Is  now  confined  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  officers'  boots,  and  the 
market  Is  clear  of  stock.  Glace  kids  are  In  smaller  supply  and  Insufficient  for 
tlie  needs  of  Ihe  trade. 

SHIFHEKTS  OF  AKERICAN  COTTON  TO  JAPAN. 

[I'lKcprpt   Irom  Japnn  Chronicle  o[  June   28,  tranamlttcd   bj  Consul  General  George  B. 
Scidmore,  I'oliubBiiia,   Japua.] 

As  already  noted,  tlie  cotton  merchants  and  the  Nippon  Yiisen, 
Osaka  Shosen,  and  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  have  agreed  to  fix  the 
freight  for  the  shipment  or  next  season's  American  cotton  at  $2.15 
per  100  i>ounds.  At  this  freight,  three  steamship  companies  are  to 
ship  200,000  bales  between  September  1  and  September  15  of  next 
year — the  Nippon  Yuscn  Kaisha  G0,500  bales,  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha 
103,400  bales,  and  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  36,100  bales.  The  total 
consignments  of  American  cotton  to  Japan  are  estimated  at  500,000 
bales,  of  which  200,000  bales  are  covered  by  the  contract  made  by  the 
cotton  merchants  and  tlie  steamship  companies.  .With  jregard  to  the 
shipment  of  the  remaining  300,000  bales,  they  liave  further  agreed 
that  the  Nippon  Yiisen,  Osaka  Shosen,  and  the  Toyo  ^iisen  Kqisha 
should  be  given  priority  in  undertaking  transport  at  the  same 
freight  at  which  iiOO,000  bales  are  to  be  carried. 


COMMERCE  REPOKTO.  507 

UOVEUEHT  OF  COAX  AND  COKE. 

Figures  (rfiooalsad  coke  carried  over  14  leadiii<r  railroH<Is  during 
April  and  four  months  ending  April.  1917  and  1918,  Imve  been  com- 
piled from  reports  furnished  by  the  following  railroads: 
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NEW  ITFEWBinX  COUCANY  OBGAinZEI)  IH  COP£NHAGi:iI. 

[Consul  &  L.  ARerton,  CopeabagFii,  DcimaA,  Jnne  37.] 

A  new  DsDish  company.  '"Nordisk  SkriveniBskirM'fobrik,"  has  r<>- 
centlj  been  orpuiized  at  C«penhageft  for  the  purpose  of  mannfncttuv 
ing  typewriters.  The  company  has  alresHv  iiistiilhfl  its  inachintTV 
and  the  first  typewriters  have  been  produced.  The  new  typewriter  is 
said  to  be  much  simpler  in  construction  thiui  the  Amehcui  machines. 
The  factory  now  equipped  is  said  to  be  able  to  produce  100  to  150 
macltines  per  month;  and,  due  to  the  fact  that  no  American  type- 
writers are  being  imported  and  that  hut  few  are  coming  in  from 
other  sources,  the  company  will  find  a  ready  market  for  ite  product. 

SWEDISH  HHBEB  EXPORTS. 

According  to  figures  published  in  Svensk  Travani-Tidning  for 
June  15,  1SU8,  the  exports  from  Swe<ien  of  sawed  and  planed  pine 
and  spmce  kimber  during  the  iirst  four  months  of  1018  amounted  to 
146,979  standards,  as  against  113,878  standards,  1»3,606  standards, 
and'118,<Mi'!5tanitikrds  m  the  corresponding  periods  of  1017,  1916, 
and  1915,  respectivelv.  The  exports  during  the  fii-st  four  months  of 
the  prewar  yenea  1913  »nd  191-1  were  l((2.(0il  standards  and  77,421 
standards,  respectivelv.  (A  standard  of  boards  is  equivalent  to 
1^0  board  feet)        '  .,  , 

I  ,1    I   Goot^lc 


610  QOMUEBCE  BEPOBtft. 

ITSE  OP  HOTOB  VEHICLES  IH  OITASEIATrPE. 

IConsul  Henrj  T.  Wllcoi,  Gaadeloupe,  French  West  lDdl«B.] 

The  population  of  Guadeloupe  is  estimated  to  be  about  200,000. 
The  greater  number  of  these  people  are  laborers  who  are  dependent 
for  their  living  upon  the  cultivation  and  preparation  for  market  of 
the  local  crops  of  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  and  vanilla.  After  deducting 
these  laborers  and  the  classes,  such  as  servants,  small  shopkeepers, 
and  clerks,  from  the  total  population,  the  number  of  remaining  per- 
sons who  are  well  enough  off  to  purchase  motor  cars  is  very  small. 
A  Small  Inorease  fn  number  of  Aatomobllei  Imported. 

While  the  demand  for  pleasure  cars  in  this  colony  is  without  doubt 
very  limited,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  number  of  persons  who 
can  buy  cars.  In  1912  it  was  thought  that  not  more  than  100  of  the 
inhabitants  could  afford  automobiles,  and  in  1915  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  stated  that  cars  had  been  purchased  by  everyone  that  had 
the  means.  Both  of  these  statements  have  been  proved  incorrect;  as 
shown  by  the  following  table,  giving  the  imports  of  automobiles  from 
January  1,  1913,  to  May  1,  1917,' the  number  of  mactiines  in  use  at 
present  is  about  169,  and  new  ones  are  slowly  but  steadily  being  pur- 
chased: 
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The  effect  of  the  war  in  Europe  on  the  importation  of  French  ma- 
chines is  clearly  shown  by  the  above  figures. 

The  gi'eater  number  of  care  in  use  at  present  are  American  five- 
passenger  four-cylinder  touring  cars  of  tlie  types  which  sell  in  the 
United  States  for  $500  to  $1,000.  There  are,  however,  several  of  the 
more  expensive  types,  among  wlilch  are  to  be  found  oars  with  6,  8, 
and  12  cylinder  motors.  On  account  of  the  hills  three  and  four  speed 
gears  are  preferred.  No  changes  or  special  equipment  are  required 
for  American  cars  intended  for  this  island.  The  license  fee  on  all 
automobiles  is  60  francs  ($11.58)  per  year. 
Condition  of  Roads — Import  Duties. 

There  are  about  200  miles  of  roads  suitable  for  motor  cars  in  the 
colony.  They  are  all  in  fair  condition  at  present  and  should  show  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  near  future,  as  the  Government  has  re- 
cently purchased  and  begun  the  use  of  a  supply  of  modern  road-mak- 
ing machinery.  The  surfaces  of  the  two  islands  which  together  form 
Guadeloupe  are  distinctly  different.  That  of  Basse  Terre  is  very 
mountainous,  some  of  the  grades  being  as  much  as  15  per  cent,  while 
the  surfiice  of  Grande  Torre  is  rolling.  -  ■ ' 

The  French  tariff  on  automobiles  imported  from  tlie  United  States 
is  as  follows:  Chassis  with  or  without  motor,  with  or  without  body, 
weighing  5,512  pounds  or  more,  $4,ai*  per  100  poundss'from  1,102 
to  5,512  pounds,  $0.57  per  100  pounds.  The  local  tariff  on  a  car  seat- 
ing less  than  four  persons  is  $19.30,,  and  cm  those  seating  fot»  or 
more,  $38. CO  eacli.  Tires  are  subject  to  a  duty  of  $13.13  \Xir  100 
pounds,  and  a  local  duty  of  C  per  cent.     Tlie   French  tariff  oa. 


OOHHBBOB  BBFOBIS,  fill ' 

finifihed  parts  weighing  traia  3S  to  ^0  pounds  is  ^.19  per  100 
pounds;  from  2.2  to  3S  pounds  is  $2.36  per  100  pounds;  and  2.2 
ponp^s  orj^a,  $3>50  per,  100  pounds.  The  local  duty  od  automobile 
parts  Is  4  per  cent. 

America  furniehes  the  uitire  supply  of  gasoline,  ond  as  a  result 
of  the  high  duties  and  the  high  freight  rates  it  is  sold  here  at  about 
80  cents  a  gallon. 
PorcbaM*  ITsnall7  Hade  Throng'h  t,o«a1  HeroliaBfi. 

It  is  customary  for  purchasers  to  deal  through  merchants  who 
represent  American  manufacturers  when  buying  motor  cars  and 
accessories,  although  occasionally  cars  are  bought  direct  from  the 
factory  by  the  users.  The  demand  is  so  small  that  none  of  the 
dealers  can  afford  to  keep  cars  in  stock.  Most  of  them,  however, 
keep  small  supplies  of  accessories  on  hand,  and  two  or  three  oi 
them  have  shops  where  ordinary  repairs  can  be  made.  American 
tires  have  never  been  able  to  compete  with  those  imported  from 
France  because  of  the  preferential  duty  in  favor  of  French  tires- 
It  is  true  that  some  American  tires  are  imported,  but  as  a  rule  such 
tires  arrive  on  new  cars,  and  when  they  are  worn  out  they  are 
replaced  by  tires  of  French  manufacture. 

There  are  plenty  of  native  chauffeurs  on  the  island  who  are  quite 
reliable.    Their  monthly  wages  vary  from  $15  to  $20.    Occasionally 
a  chauffeur  of  exceptional  ability  is  paid  more,  but  such  cases  are 
yery  rare. 
Vrcaeh  and  Anerlomn  Kotoi  Tmcks  TTied. 

Eight  motor  trucks,  seven  of  which  are  French  and  one  American, 
are  included  in  the  figures  giveh  in  the  above  list.  They  are  all  of 
about  1-ton  capacity  and  are  used  as  omnibuses  in  the  public  passen- 
ger services  of  the  island.  The  French  machines,  which  have  been 
m  use  for  several  years,  are  almost  worn  out  and  will  probably  have 
to  be  replaced  in  the  near  future.  The  American  truck  has  proved 
so  satisfactory  that  a  second  one  has  been  ordered. 

The  sugar  centrals  have  apparently  never  taken  an  interest  in 
motor  trucks  for  transporting  cane  to  the  mills,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  these  machines  have  been  used  to  advantage  by  sugar  planters  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  where  conditions  are  similar  to  those  in 
Guadeloupe.  A  list  of  sugar  centrals  and  of  dealers  in  automobiles 
and  accessories  accompanies  this  report  [copies  of  which  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  1038791. 
It  is  suggested  that  interested  manufacturers  write  the  sugar  centrals 
explainmg  the  advantages  of  trucks  over  carts  drawn  by  oxen  and 
mules.    All  correspondence  and  catalogues  should  be  in  French. 

WOOL  STOCKS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Satieties  issued  by  the  Detriment  of  Agriculture  give  the  wool 
stocks  held  by  dealers  and  manufacturers  in  the  Unitfid  Stutos  on 
■Jiirie  30,l918.'iUS'aboMt  4C(),+t>0,000  pouhds,  grCfJ^a  equivalent,  com- 
pared with  585,000,000  pounds  on  the  same  tlsite  last  year.  Stocks 
of  wool  orti  JimccaO.  195R,  bV  classes;  in  pWmds^  were :  Oreusc,  320,- 
046,655;  scoured,  29,513,208 ;' pulled,  19,008,014;  tops,  15,251,695j  and 
noils,  15,784,791.  i 
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DEVEtOFlCEHT  OF  LIGKITE  lOimra  W  GBEfE  VLACEDdSIA. 

[CoMuI  Qeoeral  Oeorga   Horton,  8*IDiilld,   Jalf  3.1 

The  absence  of  coal  deposits  has  been  a  great  haacUcap  in  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  Greece,  as  the  fuel  for  other  tlian  domes- 
tic purposes  has  had  to  be  imported.  An  inferior  quality  of  lignite 
bas  in  recent  years  been  mined  in  the  island  of  Euboea  and  to  some 
extent  on  the  mainland  of  Greece.  Consequently,  the  discovery  of 
large  deposits  of  lignite  of  a  superior  quality,  which  burns  well 
alone  without  an  offensive  odor,  has  excited  much  interest. 

These  deposits  are  located  about  10  kilometers  (6,21  miles)  north 
of  Ekaterina  and  across  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  Saloniki  from  tlid 
city  of  Saloniki.  Competent  enmneers  have  traced  up  to  the  present 
jtime  a  mass  of  approximately  700,000  tons,  and  the  investigations 
have  covered  only  a  small  area.  It  is  reported  that  the  whole  re* 
gion  bears  promise  of  further  large  deposits.  The  region  was  ap- 
parently in  early  geological  periods  a  vast  lake,  and  the  lignite  is 
evidently  the  result  of  masses  of  decaying  water  vegetation  rather 
than  of  ancient  forests.  Three  veins,  each  varying  from  12  to  18 
inches  in  thicimess,  have  so  far  been  uncovered. 

Mining  operations  have  not  been  greatly  developed  as  yet,  but  five 
horizontal  galleries  of  varying  lengths  have  so  far  been  driven  into 
!the  mountain  side.    Only  20  to  25  tons  per  day  are  being  extracted  at 

f  resent,  but  the  engineers  estimate  that,  as  soon  as  transportation 
acilities  are  arranged,  the  output  will  reach  200  tons  per  day. 
There  are  at  present  about  100  men  employed.  A  railway  spur  ia 
being  built  to  the  mine  from  the  main  lino  of  railroad  nmning  from 
Saloniki  south  to  Kkaterina,  Larissa,  and  Athens,  which  will  soon 
enable  the  fuel  to  be  transported  to  all  points  on  this  line. 

The  mining  company  is  a  private  one,  controlled  by  Greek  sub- 
jects, the  principal  stockholders  residing  in  Saloniki. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  Greece  will  probably  find  a  new  and  most 
.valuable  asset,  one  which  will  tend  to  greatly  stimulate  manufactur- 
ing of  all  kinds. 

[A  report  on  the  coal  mines  of  Macedonia  was  publitjhed  in  CouiiixcK 
Bepobts  for  Jan.  2,  10L8,] 


Pine  Corks  in  Sweden. 
'According  to  Trade  Conmiissioner  Axel  Oxholm,  who  is  investi- 
gating the  lumber  markets  of  Finland  and  Scandinavia,  a  wooden 
cork  IS  now  being  used  in  Sweden  because  of  the  shortage  of  the 
true  cork.  The  substitute  is  made  of  quick-growing  pine,  with  wide 
annual  rings,  to  allow  the  upper  part  of  the  cork  to  swell  after  the 

Sjnch  has  been  used.  A  sample  cork  has  been  transmitted  by  Mr. 
sholm,  which  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices.  Kefer  to  file 
No.  40074. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOUESTIC  COKUEBCE. 
PiSTKitrr  oEncEs.  i  coopebitive  ofekes. 

HEW  TOBK:    ISt  CnitomhoDas.  ri.ETELAND:  Chinbfr  of  CoBiarrc«. 

BOSTON:  ISRl  CootomliDiiiic.  CIM'INMTI:  ChiBlwT  of  Conairce. 

CHlCieO:  604  Frdrril  Bi|IIdLnr.  CLNCI!<>ATI:  (itucral  Frrliht  kgeal,  Boatlurm 
KT.  LAII18:  41)9  TMrd  M1)(n»1  Bink  BDlldlnx.  RallRir,  SB  Inalto  aalldlB*. 

XBW  nBI.EA>S:  lOSU  Ulhtnla  Baak  VBlldlBK.  I.O!j  itN4iELES:  UmbcT  ot  llmmtrN. 

BAN  PRlNnSCO:  801  CBilomtaoBit.  rHU.ADKI.PKU:  Chinbrr  of  Cowmcrc^ 

BElTTLEi  SIB  Hann  BaildUi.  rORTI:A>D.  OREQ.i  Ckinkti  «r  CDmBcrM., 

1  OlIIOM:  dnatra  ItajtcB  luoclatlaa.         ^lA 
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MEXICAN  FETKOLEim  DUTIES  FOB  TTTLY  ASB  AUGUST. 

Prices  of  petroleum  products  for  July  and  August,  to  be  used  as  a 
basis  for  the  special  stamp  tax  on  exports,  were  published  in  the 
Mexican  press  on  July  5  and  reported  by  Vice  Conaul  Luther  K. 
Zabriskie,  Mexico  City.  The  pnces  thus  fixed  are  the  following: 
Fuel  oil  of  a  density  of  0.91,  20  pesos  per  ton;  crude  petroleum  of 
density  of  0.91,  26.80  pesos  per  ton;  petroleum  of  density  greater 
than  0.97,  7  pesos  per  ton;  gas  oil,  20  pesos  per  ton;  refined  gasoline, 
in  bulk  or  in  containers,  0.12  peso  per  half  liter;  crude  gasoline,  in 
bulk  or  in  containers,  0.11  peso  per  three-quarters  of  a  liter;  crude  or 
refined  kerosene,  in  bulk  or  in  containers,  0.04  per  liter.  The  prices 
of  crude  petroleum  or  fuel  oil  are  increased  or  diminished  accord- 
ing to  density,  following  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  April  13,  1917. 
'(An  account  of  the  provieions  of  this  law  is  given  in  Commerce  Ee- 
poBTs'for  June  5,  1917;  modifications  ate  reported  in  the  issue  of 
November  9,  1917.  These  articles  appear  also  in  Foreign  Tariff 
Notes  No.  25,  p.  105,  and  No.  27,  p.  87,  respectively.)  The  rate  of 
the  tax,  for  crude  petroleum,  is  10  per  cent. 
VodlfloatloD  of  Trice  Sohednle. 

Shortly  after  the  above  schedule  was  published,  it  was  reported 
that  the  Mexican  Treasury  Department  nad  published  a  new  list, 
reducing  the  amount  for  four  of  the  it«ms  of  the  first  list.  These 
prices,  forwarded  by  Ambassador  Fletcher,  arc  as  follows:  Fuel 
oil  of  density  of  0.91, 15  pesos  per  ton ;  crude  petroleum  of  density  of 
0.91,  20  pesos  per  ton ;  petroleum  of  density  greater  than  97,  6  pesos 
per  ton ;  gas  oil,  15  pesos  per  ton.  The  reduced  prices,  the  ambassa- 
dor states,  are  still  approximately  50  per  cent  higher  than  the  prices 
during  the  preceding  two  months. 
Taxes  on  Fetrolenm  DerlvatlTes. 

In  place  of  the  specific  duties  formerly  levied  on  gasoline  and 
kerosene,  both  crude  and  refined,  ad  valorem  rates  are  charged  at 
present,  according  to  a  notice  in  the  Boletin  Financiero  for  Jidy  3. 
The  present  valuations  are  those  given  above  and  the  rates  ai-e  3 
per  cent  for  refined  gasoline  and  kerosene  and  6  jicr  cent  for  th« 
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crude  products.  The  rate  of  0.0025  peso  per  liter  for  lubricants  and 
that  of  5  per  cent  ad  valorem  for  gas  are  retained,  but,  a  reduction 
to  0.60  peso  per  ton  is  made  in  the  tax  on  asphalt,  formerly  dutiable 
at  1.50  pcsdi  per  ton,  and  2  pesos  per  ton  is  charged  on  paraffin, 
for  which  no  tax  was  provided  under  the  law  of  April,  1917.  [Peso, 
normal  value,  $0,498;  liter,  1.057  liquid  quarts.] 

CANADA'S  FISH  SUPPLY  AHD  DISTRIBUTION. 

[Consul  FeUi  S.  S.  JoliDBon,  KlngBlon,  Ontario,  July  30.] 

According  to  a  statement  issued  by  the  Canadian  Government, 
Canadian  fishermen  are  at  present  catching  more  fish  than  Canadians 
caji  eat.  This  statement  means  that  the  demand  for  fish  in  Canada 
is  not  at  its  height,  though  it  is  a  demand  that  is  growing  fast. 

Out  of  200,000,000  pounds  of  cod  caught  by  Canadian  fishermen  in 
a  year  Canadians  eat  only  5  per  cent.  The  rest  is  dried,  smoked, 
salted,  or  otherwise  cured  for  export.  This  year  there  was  almost  a 
salt  famine.  The  salt  comes  from  Spain  and  other  sources  of  supply 
oversea,  and  ships  to  carry  the  cargoes  of  salt  were  scarce.  To  ob- 
tain ships  for  salt  for  Canada  was  imperative  if  the  whole  cod-catch- 
ing indtetry  was  to  be  saved  frOm  being  a  total  failure.  Tbesiilt 
has  bec^  obtained— 20,000  tons  for  Halifax,  35,000  tons  for  Gaspey 
Quebec,  2,000  tons  for  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  and  the  other  allot- 
ments in  smaller  measure. 

The  Government  says  that  it  is  able  to  supply  all  future  demands 
for  fish  in  Canada.  The  fresh-water  fisheries  alone  are  nnder  need 
of  special  care,  as  the  supply  of  ('anadian  fresh-water  fish  does  not 
equal  the  demand,  and  the  fishing  is  now  close  to  the  limit  of  safety, 
to  exceed  which  would  tend  to  dei)lete  future  supplies.  But  the 
Government  will  be  able  to  supply  tlie  trade  sufficiently  to  meet  the 
demand  as  regards  salt-water  fish.  Distribution  has  been  arranged 
for  and  there  are  wholesale  facilities  in  plenty  to  take  care  of  the 

supply.       '"'"  "■  '       '■''  I'll'  '■  ■    .  ; 

So  important  to  the  welfare  of  Canada  at  present  is  the  sale  of 
fish  that  the  Government  is  contemplating  a  special  appeal  to  all  resi- 
dents of  the  Dominion  who  were  formerly  associated  with  the  fish 
business  in  Britain,  whore  fish  foods  are  exceptionally  well  taken  care 
of  and  appreciated,  encouraging  them  .to  reenter  the  retail  fell  busi- 
ness in  Canada  in  order  to  improve  the  business. 


DECBEASE  IN  ITALIAN  UABBLE  FEODUCTION. 

fWPGklj  BullcUn.  Canadian  Dcparlmont  of  Trncle  nnd  Comnnrcp.  Ollnn-a,  July  22.1 

The  war  has  worked  to  the  disadvantage  of  Italian  marble  produc- 
tion. The  cutting  off  of  export  markets,  the  scarcity  of  tonnage,  and 
the  high  freight  rates,  the  congestion  of  the  Italian  railways,  and  the 
labor  problem  have  all  been  factors  in  decreasing  the  quantities 
mined.  The  followinj^  figures  show  the  number  of  metric  tons 
shipped  from  Carrara  and  Massa,  the  n'ost  important  centers  of 
Italy,  during  the  period  1913  to  1917 
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ELECTaiCITT  AS  FACTOB  IS  BECONSTBTTCTION  DT  FBAITCE. 

ITraDBlatloD  from  L'EiporCalciir  Frnncfllii :  traDNmltti^  hv  Comm<>rfla1  Attacbfi  Pierce  C. 
WIlJlaniB,  rnrlB,  Julf  IJ.J 

The  reconstitutiou  of  economic  life  in  the  invaded  regions  of 
France  will  not  be  possible  without  havinp;  recourse  as  largely  as 
possible  to  electricity.  Electricity  is  the  one  thing  capable,  because 
of  its  flexibility  and  unlimited  power  of  expansion,  of  handling  the 
complex  problems  which  will  arise  in  connection  with  the  reopening 
of  workshops,  factories,  and  mines,  and  the  resumption  of  social 
life  in  general. 

The  directors  and  representatives  of  the  large  central  power  sta- 
tions and  electric-lightmg  plants  situated  in  the  invaded  regions, 
banded  together  under  the  auspices  of  the  Syndicat  Professionnel 
des  Producteurs  et  Distributcurs  d'Energie  Electrique,  are  already ' 
engaged  in  studying  the  problem  of  reconstructing  their  central' 
power  stations.  They  have  already  marked  out  the  broad  outlines 
of  their  plan,  as  follows : 
Probable  Extent  of  DeatrQctlou  and  Plans  for  Restoration.  'l 

Tliose  interested,  as  a  technical  committee,  have  been  brought  to- 

f  ether  in  the  Coniptoir  Central  d'A^chats  Indiistriels  pour  les  Eegions ; 
Invahies,  40  me  du  Colis^e,  under,  the  provisions  of  article  50^  para-  i 
graph  6.  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Comptoir  Central.  The  data  in  the' 
possession  of  this  committee  indicate  that  the  power  stations  exist- ; 
ing  in  the  regions  occupied  by  the  enemjy  represented  electrical  en- 
ergy, including  units  in  process  of  installation,  that  did  not  fall  far  '■ 
short  of  300,000  kilowatts.  From  tlie  information  gathered  by  the  ■ 
committee,  it  is  only  too  evident  that  in  the  immense  majority  of : 
cases  the  electrical  machinery,  boilers,  transmission  lines,  and  in  | 
many  cases  the  buildings  themselves  have  been  destroyed.  It  seems 
prudent,  therefore,  to  face  the  necessity  for  replacing  practically  the 
whole  electric- genera  ting  installation  in  the  invaded  regions.  How- 
ever, in  order  to  avoid,  on  the  one  hand,  undertaking  a  proCTam 
which  would  be  too  ambitious  and  which  would  attempt  to  reestablish  ' 
at  one  stroke  the  electrical  situation  as  it  existed  before  the  war,  i 
while,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  reconstruction  of  the  invaded  regions  , 
will  without  doubt  demand  several  years,  and  to  avoid,  on  the  other  ! 
hand,  adopting  &  program  so  restricted  as  to  cause  cruel  disap-  | 
pointments  to  those  interested,  the  electrical  committee  has  agreed  I 
to  limit  its  plans,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  to  the  restoration  of  j 
one-third  of  the  energy  of  the  period  before  the  war.  This  involves 
the  restoration  of  IpO.OOO  kilowatts.  ; 

Standardized  Equipment  Favored. 

Those  interested  are  agreed  that  since  they  will  undoubtedly  find 
themselves  face  to  face  with  a  clean  slate  so  far  as  the  old  plants  are 
concerned,  advantagie  should  be  taken  of  the  opportunity  for  secur- 
ing as  largely  as  possible  the  standardization  of  new  equipment  and 
■  transmission  systems.  The  adoption  of  the  principle  of  standardiza- 
tion wouWimake  it  possible  fon  those  interested  to  help  one  another 
most  effectively,  because  the  machinery  available  would  be  capable 
of  being  used  in  one  place  as  well  as  another  and  could  be  trans- 
ported from  point  to  point.  The  adoption  of  this  principle  of 
standardization  would  also  permit  the  manufacture  of  the  electrical 
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equipment  in  series,  which  would  naturally  result  in  lowering  the 
net  selling  price.  It  is  truo  this  process  of  standardization  would 
impose  sacrifices  on  certain  of  the  electrical  societies  interested,- but 
nevertlielcrfs  they  have  not  hesitflted,  in  the  interest  of  the  invaded 
regions  ay,  a  whole,  to  adopt  a  single  type  of  gi'nerating  apparatus. 
It  will  be  a  turbo-alt  em  a  tor  group  of  .1,000  kilowatts  tiupplying 
-  three- phftfto  current  at  50  cj'cles  per  second  at  10,500  volts. 

In  order  to  develop  as  quickly  as  possible  the  desired  energy  of 
100,000  kilowatts  it  would  ue  necessarj'  to  provide  for  the  installa- 
tion of  20  identical  sets,  such  jis  were  mentioned,  each  one  equipped 
with  its  own  boiler  plant,  switchboards,  and  distribution  lines,  with 
the  necessary  transformers  and  distributing  apparatus. 
Loomtlon  of  Oe Derating  TTnits. 

An  important  (juestiou  is.  Where  would  these  new  generating  units 
be  installed?  The  object  in  view  being  to  furnish  electric  current 
in  the  invaded  Mgions  as  speedily  as  any  part  of  them  has  been 
liberated,  it  secm^  obvious  that  the  lirst  equipment  would  have  to  be 
installed  in  temporary  central  stations.  Tliese  temporary  stations 
would  in  some  casi>s  be  designed  to  reinforce  central  stations  alre^ady 
in  opera!  ion  on  this  side  of  the  firing  line.  A  part  of  the  new  in- 
stallation w«nild  perhaps  be  left  in  reserve  in  order  to  be  ready  for 
installation  in  strategic  locations  in  the  reg;ions  still  occupied  by  the 
enemy  the  uioniont  tlieir  lilieration  has  been  brought  about.  These 
locations,  naturally,  cau  not  be  fixed  definitely  at  this  moment;  thoy 
depend  upon  future  event;'. 
Ketliodi  of  Distribution. 

Another  que.-tioii  to  be  answered  is,  how  will  the  electric  current  be 
distributed  t  Will  it  be  by  the  new  units  that  are  in  contemplation 
or  will  it  Idc  by  existing  transmission  systems  that  may  eventually  be 
recovered!  The  object,  of  course,  will  bo  to  satisfy  the  collective 
needs  of  ^lip  liberated  regiwis  as,  effectively  as  possilSle. .  In  spite  of 
the  unceiiaiutv  with  regard  to  the  conditions  in  wliich  the  liberation 
of  the  invaded  territory'  will  be  brovight  obout,  it  is  absolutely  nec- 
essary to  provide  for  the  most  effective  distribution  of  current,  no 
matter  what  locations  may  be  chosen  for  the  generation  of  the  cur- 
rent. In  this  connection  the  electrical  committee  thinks  it  much  bet- 
ter to  leave  out  of  consideration  the  old  transmission  lines,  for  the 
chances  are  that  all  the  copjwr  wire  has  been  either  destroyed  or 
carried  off  by  the  enemy.  Aloi-eover,  even  if  part  of  the  old  trans- 
mission system  .should  be  found  intact,  it  would  ])robab]y  not  be 
capable  of  use.  For  one  thing,  the  old  lines  were  aiTanged  for 
supplying  local  communities  and  were  not  designed  with  the  object 
of  tying  u()  in  one  system  the  various  zones  requiring  electric  current 
on  file  oasis  of  the  proixwed  new  central  stations.  Undoubtedly  the 
old  transmission  lines  would  not  be  of  much  use  in  meeting  the  need 
of  the  future.  It  is  wiser,  thei-ofore.  not  to  place  any  reliance  upon 
their  utilization.  Oii  the  other  hand,  the  new  lines  that  must  be 
constructed  in  order  to  assure  the  proper  distribution  of  current  can 
not  be  d,etermiDed  without  taking'  into  account  the  distribution  of 
current  before  the  war. 

To  aid  in  solving  this  particular  problem  there  has  already  beoi 
worked  out  a  map  showing  the  distribution  lines  existing  in  1914. 
In  addition  a  new  map  has  beeii  prepared,  indicating  in  a  general  way 
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the  transmission  lines  that  will  be  necftssnry  foV  the  distribution  of 
energy  in  the  invaded  regions  after  the  war.  Tlie  provisional  and 
theoretical  transmission  lines  that  have  thus  been  sketched  out  have 
been  developed  purely  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  general  public 
interest.  No  account  has  been  taKBn  of  the  more  restricted  interests 
of  electric  companies  themselves  and  their  individual  consumers. 
The  transmission  lines  contemplated  by  the  committee  have  been 
classified  in  various  categories  according  to  the  urgency  of  their 
installation. 
Efficiency  From  Lai^e-Seale  System — QoTernment  Aid.  ' 

By  the  creation  of  a  vast  system  of  power  generation  and  distri- 
bution established  in  accordance  with  a  general  plan  .carefully  laid 
out  and  capable  of  realization  by  successive  stages  as  the  needs  of  the 
invaded  regions  may  dictate,  the  committee  hopes  to  achieve  the 
Jnaximura  efficiency  by  avoiding  the  creation  of  numerous  small  pri- 
vate central  stations,  which  are  for  the  most  part  not  economically 
efficient.  Moreover,  the  scientific  use  of  fuel  in  the  projected  large, 
central  stations  will  prevent  the  waste  of  coal  that  it  is  impossible  to 
eliminate  in  small  installations. 

Needless  to  say,  in  realizing  this  plan  the  support  of  the  French' 
Government,  as  well  as  of  private  parties,  is  absolutely  necessary. 
It  is  desirable  for  all  those  interested,  including  manufficturers, 
fanr«;rs,  municipalities  and  villages,  public  institutions,  etc.,  and  the 
public  generally  to  be  familiar  with  the  program  in  course  of  elabora- 
tion, so  thrft  they  may  be  in  a  position  to  share  in  the  benefits  of  the 
work  that  is  being  carried  on. 


ITALIAN  EAILWAY  STATISTICS. 

[Wcekl;  Bullclln.  Caoadlaa  Dcpnrtmcat  ot  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Jul;  23.] 
The  following  facts  are  noted  from  the  annual  report  of  Italian 
State  Railways  for  the  working  yeir  1917,'  The  total  reveri/ie  derived 
amounted  to  1,204,986,698  lire,  while  tota,l  expenditure  was  1,120,- 
280,951,  thus  allowing  an  amount  of  84,705,746  lire  to  be  turned  over 
to  the  Treasury.  The  following  statistics  show  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure for  the  last  four  years: 


Items. 

I.I3-H 

i»it-is         ms-K 

W16-1T 

tiu,m,<m 
680,  a»,  000 

»:o,om',noo 

8m;  sou;  000 

Lire. 

+28,100,000 

-ai, 000,000 

+20,100,000 

The  large  figures  in  the  receipts  for  1910-17  are  due  to  the  military 
transport  traflic.  The  revenue  from  ordinary  traffic  was  532.000,000  ■ 
lire,  as  compared  with  538,700,000  lire  in  1915-16,  with  526,700,000 
in  1914-15,  and  572,700,000  in  1913-14.      • 

The  increase  in  expenditure  is  attributed  to  the  following  chief 
causes:  ,(|),.The  greater  cost  pf. combustible  and  other  railway  mate- 
rial required;  (2)  larger  salaries  to  staff  and  operators;  (3)  allow- 
ances for  personnel  under  arms;  (4)  bonus  for  high  cost  of  living; 
(5)  difference  in  exchange;  {6)  interest  and  depreciation  fund. 

According  to  the  late^  returns  available,  there  are  14,120  kilome- 
ters of  State  railways  in  operation  inltaly,  ^     ^    C_H)OQ  Ic 
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TOBACCO  TBADE  OF  NOBWAT. 

[Vice  CoDBUI  n.  B.  Waterman.  CbrlalUnauid,  Jane  19,] 

After  Christiania,  the  Christiansand  district  is  the  largest  im- 
porter and  manufacturer  of  tobacco  in  Norway.  It  has  as  its  field 
the  territory  from  Arendal,  around  the  coast  to  Bergen,  on  the  north. 
3'he  manufactured  pipducts  are  almost  entirely  smoking  and  chew- 
ing tobacco,  made  principally  from  Virginia  leaf,  with  a  very  small 
proportion  coming  from  Holland, 

For  the  last  few  months  there  has  been  practically  no  tobacco  on 
the  market,  on  account  of  restriction  of  imports,  and  on  May  10, 
1918,  notice  was  received   from  Holland  tlutt  no  more  would  be 
shipped  from  there. 
Supply  Obtained  PrincipBllr  Prom  America. 

A  year's  supply  was  ordered  fi-om  America  in  the  spring  of  1917, 
to  be  delivered  in  four  shipments.  The  first  came  in  June,  and  no 
more  has  been  received  since,  although  the  second  .shipment  was  ready 
in  August.  The  amounts  on  hand  at  that  time,  together  with  the 
small  shipments  received  from  Holland,  have  had  to  suffice  for  all 
needs  up  to  tlie  present.  The  consequence  is  that  tobacco  has  risen 
tremendously  in  price  and  is  practically  unobtainable.  In  the  latter 
part  of  November,  1917,  the  manufacturers  began  to  ration  chewing 
tobacco,  and  the  last  was  sent  out  in  January,  1918, 

The  following  figures  for  imports  into  this  district  were  obtained 
direct  from  the  importers:  A  total  of  448,185  pounds  of  tobacco  were 
imported  in  1916,  consisting  of  468,564  pounds  from  the  United  States, 
and  19,621  pounds  from  Holland ;  in  1917  the  imports  decreased  to  a 
total  of  269,812  pounds,  of  which  260,663  pounds  were  supplied  by 
the  United  States  and  9,149  pounds  by  Holland.  Imports  of  tobacco 
into  all  Norway  reached  4,915,424  pounds  in  1917,  contrasted  with 
5,171,008  pounds  the  previous  yea;r,    ._  .  .i.  i- 

Salet  of  Tobacco — IncretLsed  Bevenne. 

Sales  of  tobacco  in  the  Christiansand  district  totaled  468,509  pounds 
in  1916  and  417,910  pounds  in  1917. 

From  these  figures  it  can  be  seen  that,  although  the  imports  for 
1917  were  approximately  only  CO  per  cent  of  those  for  1916,  the  sales 
for  1917  were  almost  as  great  as  the  year  previous,  thus  using  up 
the  entire  reserve  of  tobacco  on  hand.  The  local  manufacturers  state 
that  if  the  tobacco  already  ordered  could  be  delivered  there  would 
be  enough  to  tide  over  for  a  whole  year. 

The  internal  revenue  on  tobacco  (including  manufactured  forms) 
in  Nocway  from  Julv  1,  1916,  to  March  30,  1917,  was  $745,121;  and 
from  July  1, 1917,  to  March  30, 1918,  $1,274,15?. 

The  larco  increase  in  revenue  in  1918  over  the  previous  year 
although  the  sales  were  much  less,  is  due  to  the  Norwegian  system  of 
levying  the  tax.  It  is  figured  on  a  sliding  scale,  and  as  the  dealer 
increases  the  price,  the  tax  -to  the  Government  increases.  It  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  10  per  cent,  although  varying  according  to  the 
size  of  the  package,  ■. 

The  Norwegian  duty  on  leaf  tobacco  is  2.25  crowns  per  kilo  ($0.278 . 
per  pound). 

[A  list  ot  tbe  tobacco  importcm  and  manufacturers  in  the  Ohrlfrtlansand 
OUttlct  may  be  obtnlued  from  the  Bnreoa  of  Foreign  aod  Domestic  Oomm»ce 
or  lt» district  nM  cooperafive  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  104489.] 
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SWEDISH  mON  DIDUSTBT  US  FISST  QITABTEB  OF  1018. 

[Consul  General  Alberl  nalstead,  Stockholm,  Jul;  IS,] 

Swedish  Export  for  June  publishes  a  report,  presented  to  the 
Association  of  Ironworks  at  its  meeting  at  Stockholm,  which  report, 
shows  in  some  cases  lower  figures  for  iron  exports  in  the  first  quarter 
of  1918  than  for  the  corresponding  three  months'  period  in  1917, 
■which  are  said  to  be  due  to  the  waiting  attitude  of  the  world's  mar- 
ket. It  is  noted  that  the  largest  reduction  is  in  exports  of  rolled  and 
hammered  iron  and  steel,  with  a  natural  resulting  decrease  in  pro- 
duction; pig  iron  showing  an  increase  in  exports  of  2,000  metric 
tons  and  the  production  has  been  exceptionally  large.  Imports  of 
pig  iron  showed  a  decrease  of  16,700  metric  tons.  The  total  exports 
of  iron  ore  for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  were  847,000  metric  tons. 
The  following  table  shows,  in  metric  tons,  the  exports  of  iron  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1917  and  1918: 
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The  following  table  shows  a  number  of  blast  furnaces  and  hearths 
existing  and  in  operation  during  the  first  three  months  of  1917  and 
1918: 
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The  following  table  gives  the  production  of  pig  iron,  blooms,  etc., 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1917  and  1918 : 
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NATIOITAL  KITCHENS  AHD  KESTATTRAFTS  HT  EHOLAIII). 

[Commerdiil  Attach^  Philip  B.  Eeoaed;.  London,  July  10.] 

The  Britisli  Food  Ministry,  which  has  since  tho  beginning  of  the 
year  successfully  establislied  food  rationing  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
has  been  forced  to  give  attention  to  the  food  supply  of  the  public  by 
means  of  establishing  national  food  kitchens  ana  nationEU  restau- 
rants. The  food  regulations  resulted  in  hotels  and  restaurants  re- 
ducing the  quantity  and  quality  of  food  given  to  their  customers 
but  without  any  reduction  in  prices ;  in  some  instances  prices  were 
actually  increased.  Seeing  that  this  situation  was  likely  to  become 
an  actual  hardship  the  Food  Ministry  took  active  steps  to  assist 
the  public. 

The  first  action  taken  was  in  regard  to  national  kitchens.  The  first 
public  order  under  the  "  Defense  of  the  !Realm  Act,  1918,  No.  223," 
was  promulgated  on  February  25,  1918,  which  enabled  the  Food 
Controller  to  establish  national  ldt«hens.  This  was  supplemented  by 
Local  Authorities  Food  Control  Order  No.  2,  1918,  of  February  25, 
and  statutory  rules  and  orders  of  February  26.  1918.  In  addition 
to  these  orders  the  Ministry  of  Foo<l  has  published  a  preliitiittary 
memorandum  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  the  local  authori- 
ties and  committees,  and  has  also  issued  standard  forms  for  account- 
ing. A  booklet  is  in  pi-eparatiou  that  will  fully  explain  to  local 
authorities  tlie  procedure  that  should  be  followed  in  establishing 
national  kitchens. 
National  Kitchens  Prepare  Food  for  Honsctiolilers. 

Sational  kitchens  arc  to  prepare  food  for  hoiisoholders  and  in  very 
few  instances  only  8re  arrangements  made  for  consuming  food  on 
the  premises.  At  the  present  time  (July  19),  there  are  in  existence 
abont  1,000  national  kitchens.  Only  three  or  four  of  these  are  under 
the  direct  management  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  which- in  these 
instances  has  equipped  and  managed  kitchens  directly,  \early  all 
of  the  kitchens  are  established  under  the  control  of  local  authorities. 
The  Ministry  of  Food  has  received  an  appropriation  from  the  treas- 
ury to  enable  it  to  advance  to  the  local  authorities  imder  certain 
conditions  all  the  capital  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  these 
kitchens.  Return  payment  has  to  be  made  within  10  years.  These 
kitchens  liave^boen  successful  and  have  helped  materially  to  relieve 
the  food  difficulties. 

A  still  further  step,  however,  appeared  to  be  necessary  to  take 
care  of  people  who  had  to  eat  at  hotels  or  restaurants,  on  whom  the 
food  regulations  had  proved  to  be  a  partic\dar  hardship. 
Sitablisbment  of  NatioAal  Bestanrant — Prleei  of  Pood. 

As  an  experiment  the  Food  Ministry  opened  the  first  national 
restaurant  on  June  iiO,  1918,  in  \dw  Bridge  Street,  which  is  located 
.  near  the  newspaper  district  in  Fleet  Street.  The  original  payment 
for  rent  and  equipment  amomited  to  £2,500  ($12,160).  The  manage- 
ment of  the  restaurant  is  in  charge  .of  the  Director  of  National  Kitch- 
ens, who  hopes  to  be  able  to  repay  the  original  treasury  investment 
■within  a  year  from  profits  earned.  There  has  been  some  idea  that 
this  restaurant  has  oecn  subsidized  by  the  Government,  but  the 
director  declares  that  the  food  is  purchased  in  the  open  market  in 
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competition  with'  others,  and  that  all  money  advanced  by  the  (^v- 
enunent  will  be  fully  repaid. 

In  this  initial  restaurant  the  staff  numbers  about  30  persons.  The 
kitchen  and  dining  room  are  veir  clean  and  attractive,  and  the  serv- 
ice appears  to  be  very  efficient.  The  system  in  vogue  is  what  is  some- 
times Known  in  the  United  States  as  the  cafeteria  plan — the  cus- 
t(«ners  wait  on  themselves.  The  dining  room  has  a  seating  capacity 
for  170  persons  at  one  sitting.  It  is  estimated  that  about  1,000  meals 
are  served  from  11.30  a.  m.  t-o  8  p.  m.  One  of  the  most  profitable 
features  of  the  restaurant  is  the  serving  of  nfternoon  tea,  which 
has  been  very  well  patronized.  TIio  principal  on  which  the  restau- 
rant is  run  is  to  ser\e  food  which  is  most  easily  procurable  at  the 
time.  This  makes  possible  the  serving  of  liberal  portions  at  rea^ 
sonable  prices.  As  an  indication  of  the  prices  the  following  will  giv© 
those  which  were  in  effect  on  July  2,  1918 : 

Soup 2U.  per  porUon. 

Fish 4d.  and  6d. 

Roast  rneot 46.  aod  Bd. 

Two  nient  entrfiea 4U.  and  6d. 

Vegetables * 2d.  per  portion. 


-.2d.  per  cnp. 


An  arrangement  has  been  worked  out  whereby  six  vouchers  will 
be  exchanged  for  one  meat  coupon,  each  voucher  entitling  tho 
holder  to  a  meat  meal  of  not  less  than  two  ounces  of  meat  In  this 
way  it  is  possible  to  procure  six  meat  meals  for  one  meat  coupon.  _  AI 
good  substantial  lunch  can  be  procured  for  a  charge  of  Is.  6d.  (ap< 
proximately  35  cents). 
ropnlarity  of  the  National  Restanrant. 
'Tile  national  restaurant  is  very  popular  with  the  shop  workers, 
clerks,  and  business  men  in  tlie,  vicinity  of  Fleet  Street,  the  newspaper 
centei'  of  London.  A  queue  starts  forming  a  half  hour  before  the 
doors  open,  and  it  was  necessary  when  the  representative  of  this 
office  took  lunch  there  to  remain  in  this  queue  for  about  45  minutea 
before  being  able  to  be  served.  The  queue  extended  about  two  blocks 
and  was  constantly  getting  longer.  This  is  the  only  inconvenience 
attached  to  the  scheme,  and,  perhaps,  wlien  more  restaurants  are  estab- 
lislied  this  may  be  overcome. 

This  firiit  national  restaurant  ha^t  received  a  great  deal  of  public 
attention.  Tlie  newspapers  contain  a  full  account  of  a  visit  paid  by 
tile  wife  of  the  Prime  Minister.  Mrs.  Lloyd  George;  the  wife  of  the 
Minister  of  Munitions,  Sirs.  Churchill:  iind  the  wife  of  the  Food 
Conti'oller,  Mrs.  Clynes.  who  took  luncheon  at  the  restaurant  andex- 
pre&sed  great  commendation  of  the  food  and  service.  The  rush  of 
patronage  and  the  j)ublic  attention  gi\en  to  this  restaurant  have  indi- 
cated very  clearly  that  there  is  need  for  many  of  these  restaurants 
to  be  esjtAQlished  in  London  and  in  other  cities  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Already  hotels  and  restaurafits  have  naturally  been  considerably 
alarmed  by  this  development.  The  Ministry  of  S'ood  received  a  depu- 
tation of  these  interests,  but  found  that  thoy  had  no  definite  program- 
The  object  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  is  to  procure  the  cooperation 
of  private  hotels  and  restaurants  wliich  they  would  like  to  have  adopt 
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their  methods.  Although  there  has  been  some  protest  against  the 
entry  of  the  Government  into  private  business;  it  does  not  appear 
likely  that  this  will  amount  to  enough  to  check  the  movement.  The 
other  alternative  is  that  the  private  establishments  will  have  to  meet 
the  national  restaurant  in  quality  of  food  and  prices,  and  in  this  the 
Food  Ministry  stands  ready  to  lend  them  all  the  encouragement  and 
give  them  every  possible  assistance.  If  this  results,  it  probably  will 
be  the  greatest  advantage  to  be  derived  from  this  Government  under- 
taking. 

The  Food  Ministry,  however,  is  going  ahead  with  the  establishment 
of  more  restaurants  immediately.  The  Director  of  National  Kitchens, 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Mr.  C.  F.  Spencer,  has  already  made  definite 
arranj^ements  to  establish  four  similar  restaurants  in  London  and  one 
each  in  the  following  cities  and  towns:  Leeds,  Glasgow,  Manchester, 
Newcastle- on -Tyne,  Brighton,  Catdiff,  Birmingham,  and  Bristol. 
Many  appeals  have  also  been  received  from  different  parts  of  the 
country  for  the  starting  of  similar  restaurants  in  their  communities. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  at  the  present  how  far  this  undertaking  will 
ext^id,  Dut  it  appears  to  have  been  inaugurated  with  very  gretit 


This  movement  has  resulted  from  the  tendency  of  hotel  and  restau- 
rant keepers  to  fa.sten  the  burden  of  food  regulations  on  to  tiieir  cus- 
tomers. This  has  resulted  in  a  special  emergency  need  for  something 
to  be  done  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  public  during  the  war.  The 
success,  however,  of  national  kitchens  and  national  i-estaurants  may 
have  an  ultimate  effect  in  sliowing  the  advantages  of  cooperative  cook- 
ing and  serving  of  food. 


ftUGAE  GEIiroiNB  AT  TUCTTMAN,  AEGEMTIHA. 

IConaul   Wllbert   U   Banuoy,    Rosarlo,   June   24.] 

Sugar-cane  grinding  now  in  progress  at  Tucuman  and  in  the  sur- 
rounding districts  promises  a  yield  of  more  tlian  double  the  scanty 
production  of  1917.  At  present  the  yield  for  this  year  is  estimated 
at  about  200,000  metric  tons,  against  a  finally  estimated  yield  in  1917 
of  88,075  tons.  The  normal  consumption  of  sugar  in  Argentina 
is  somewhat  higher  than  the  estimated  yield  this  year,  but  it  Js 
hoped  that  with  some  economy,  and  considering  that  there  is  a  small 
balance  of  stocks  left  over,  importation  will  not  be  necessary  on  this 
crop,  which  promises  to  be  the  best  crop  realized  since  1914,  The 
wholesale  price  of  refined  sugar  at  Rosario  is  now  equivalent  to  lOJ 
cents  per  pound. 

It  is  reported  from  the  Province  of  Salta,  in  northern  Argentina, 
that  a  new  partnership  with  a  capital  of  $4,400,000  has  been  formed 
for  the  exploitation  of  a  sugar  plantation  at  Tabaeal,  in  the  De- 
partment of  Oran,  in  the  Province  named.  The  new  finn  is  known 
as  Patron,  Costas,  Bercctsche  y  Mo^ateguy.  Much  the  gi;«^t,^r  nuip- 
ber  of  cane  plantations  of  Argentina  are  concentrated  in  the  small 
ProHnce  of  Tucuman,  and  recent  experfence  shows  that  lands  to  the 
north  of  that  Province  are  well  suited  to  cane  cultivation. 
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DEVELOPMENT  OP  PHILIPPINE  EATTAN  INDTTSTET. 

'    [J.  p.  Boomer,  corresitaDdeDt,  Manila.] 

It  is  weU  known  that  the  Philippine  Islands  procliico  groat  quan- 
tities of  several  kinds  of  rattan,  but  comparativeiy  little  of  this 
Tahiable  material  has  hithei+o  reached  the  markets  of  the  world, 
particularly  that  of  iho  United  States.  J'or  some  ysars  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  Philippine- grown  rattan  lias  reached  the  trade 
through  Singapore,  to  which  port  it.  wns  shipped  by  Chinese  en- 
gagedin  its  collection  at  remote  points  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
Philippina  Archipelago.  From  here  it  was  exported  as  Singapore 
rattan  or  manufactured  into  .iilicles  of  commerce. 

The  gathering  of  rattan  in  the  Philippines  has  always  been  desul- 
tory. Uzitil  recently  no  systomatic  enort  iiad  been  put  forth  to 
establish  the  collection  of  this  important  minor  forest  product  on  a 
commercial  basis.  The  trade  had  not  ber-n  accustoms  to  look  to 
the  Philippines  for  its  supply  of  rattan,  and  consequently  there  was 
no  established  market  in  which  the  forest  ranger  could  be  sure  of 
seUing  this  product  should  be  gather  it.  With  but  few  exceptions 
all  the  ratti\n  gathered  in  the  island?;  was  bought  by  local  users, 
■who  set  up.  no  particular  standards.  They  t^jok  whatever  bind  was 
brought  to  them  from  the  forests,  and  consequently  those  who  gath- 
ered rattan  from  tim;?  to  time  brought  in  whatever  kind  they  Hap- 
pened to  find  most  readily  accessible  and  most  easily  obtainable. 
2ndn«ti7  Lacki  Orcuilcatloii. 

The  local  demand  has  gi^wn  steadily  as  the  manuficture  of  rattan 
furniture  and  other,  household  articles  has  increased,  and  conse- 
quently more  and  mora  people  have  turned  their  attention  to  gather- 
ing the  article  from  the  forests,  but  allin  a  haphazard  and  desultory 
way.  During  the  la«t  two  or  three  years  demands  for  Philippine 
rattan  from  abi-oad  have  come.iHitH-Jucreasiiig  iErcqueQcy-\,TjJnfort«- 
nately  for  both  the  producer  and  the  woiikl-be  producer,  inany  of 
the  Innds  of  rattan  gathered  in  the  islands  are  not  those  desired  by 
persons  .seeking  to  puicha^e.  Unfortunately,  too,  there  have,  even 
up  to  the  liresent,  developed  no  clearing  houses  or  central  markets 
through>*tiTch  all  or  the  greater  portion  of  the  rattan  gathered  in 
the  islands  passes.  Consequently  there  ar3  no  established  stocks  of 
Philippine  rattan  from  which  orders  from  abroad  can  bo  filled  with 
regularity  and  certainty  as  to  quantity  and  kind  desired.  ./Utbough 
moch  has  been  done  (luring  the  last  few  years  by  the  Bureau  of 
Forestry  and  by  certain  local  commercial  houses  looking  toward  this 
end,  many  difficulties  yet  lie  in  the  way  to  a  satisfactory  solution  of 
the  problem  of  getting  the  Philippine  product  to  maiket. 
8caiclt7  ol  Lab«r  tbe  Chief  Difficulty. 

The  chief  difficulty  in  the  way  is  a  scarcity  of  labor.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  there  are  practically  no  laborers  in  the  Philippines 
who  derote  all  their  time  to  the  gathering  of  rattan.  In  practically 
every  section  of  the  islands  getting  out  rattan  is  incidental  to  some 
regular  employment  to  which  the  liiuorer  is  accustomed,  under  normal  ■ 
conditions,  to  devote  himself.  The  man  who  gathers  rattan  is  gen- 
erally first  of  all  a  farmer  or  producei-  of  one  of  the  staple  crops 
of  the  Philippines,  and  turns  his  hand  to  gatheruig  rattan  only  when 
there  is  something  wrong  with  his  staple  crop.  This  is,  of  course, 
not  generally  true  of  certain  hill  peoples  who  engage  in  gathering 
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rattan  at  times,  and  yet  even,  they  turn  to  gathering  rattan  mora 
seriously  as  they  are  pressed  to  do  so  by  a  shortage  jn  their  food  crops 
of  camofes,  com,  or  upland  rice.  They  usually  work  under  some  low- 
land Filipino  who  holds  a  license  and  must  sell  whatever  they  gather 
to  him  at  what  he  chooses  to  pay.  These  licensees  do  not  always 
devote  their  entire  efforts  to  the  rattan  business  but  carrv  it  on  as  a 
side  issue.  Hence  it  usually  follows  that  when  the  crops  or  rice,  hemp, 
and  copra  are  good  and  good  wages  are  paid  for  gathering  these 
crops,  comparatively  little  rafttan  is  collected.  Conversely,  also,  when 
these  staple  crops  aie  not  good  and  the  demand  for  labor  to  take  care, 
of  them  IS  less  than  normal,  more  rattan  is  gathered. 

It  should  be  said,  however,  that  even  in  years  when  the  staple  crops 
are  at  their  maximum,  in  most  districts  the  laborers  have  enough 
spare  time  to  collect  large  stores  of  rattan,  were  they  disposed  to  em- 
ploy their  idle  time  and  not  be  content  with  just  enough  to  carry 
them  through  to  the  next  harvest.  Collecting  rattan  is  not  work  that 
appeals  to  the  average  Filipino,  and  he  will  not  work  at  it  if  otKer 
more  desirable  labor  is  available,  even  if  the  pay  is  a  little  better  than 
for  the  otlier  work.  During  the  latter  part  of  1917  the  prices,  of 
lumber  in  the  Guynaynngan  district,  where  considerable  rattan'  is 
gathered,  went  up  and  better  wages  were  paid  to  woodcutters.  The 
result  was  almost  an  entire  cessation  of  the  collection  of  rattan  in  that 
district,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  one  of  the  largest  exporters  was 
offering  the  very  highest  possible  price  for  the  product.  It  is  prob- 
able that  the  collection  of  Pliilippine  rattan  will  always  be  more  or 
less  subject  to  this  peculiar  labor  situation. 
Effort*  to  Improve  Method  of  CoUeotlng  Battan.  ' '  '" 

In  spite  of  these  difficulties,  considerable  improvement  in  the  mat- 
ter of  collecting  rattan  has  been  accomplished  during  the  last  fe^ 
years.  This  is  especially  true  with  respect  to  rattan  for  export. 
These  res^ilts  have  been  achieved' by  the  cooperation  of' the  liurdau 
of  Forestry  with  a  large  commercial  firm,  the  largest  and  almost  the 
only  exporter  of  rattan  from  the  islands.  Tliis  is  the  best-e<jnipped 
firm  in  the  Philippines  for  distributing  imports  and  collecting  ex- 
ports, owing  to  its  numerous  branches  and  representatives  tlirough- 
out  the  islands.  It  has  prepared  a  largo  numl>er  of  sets  of  sample 
rattans,  illustrating  the  Idnds  desired  by  the  export  trade  as  well 
as  tlie  kinds  not  desired.  Cooperating  with  the  Bureau  of  Forestry, 
the  firm  has  sent  one  of  these  sets  of  samples  to  every  station  of  the 
Bureau  of  Forestry  throughout  the  islands.  At  the  same  tijnc  tha 
Director  of  Forestry  sent  a  circular  letter  to  all  holders  of  licenses 
to  collect  minor  forest  products,  informing  them  that  the  sets  of 
samples  are  to  be  seen  at  the  bureau  stations.  This  circular  letter 
contained  minute  directions  from  the  firm  as  to  the  kinds  of  rattan 
desired,  the  way  the  bundles  should  be  done  up,  the  desirable  and  un- 
desirable qualities  of  rattan  for  export,  and  the  methods  of  shipment. 

As  the  specifications  set  forth  in  this  letter  indicate  the  sort  of 
rattan  that  will  henceforth  be  available  for  export,  a  portion  of  it  is 
quoted;"  '    "'  t 

We  take  plensiirc  In  spihUiir  yon  small  sample  bundlps  of  the  rattan  we  ard 
mostly  InterestiHl  (n,  nnil  wliipli  slioukl  be  7  vnraa  (about  18  feet)  long  and 
7  millimeters  (0,2S  inch)  and  up  Id  dlnmeler.  This  rattnn  shoutO  be  ttiorouKhly; 
dried  before  sliiinnent.  and  all  rotten  and  soft  piei'es.  as  welt  as  those  with  pro- 
jecting Joints,  should  be  carctullf  eliminated.    Flcxibllitf  is  one  of  the  most 
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emenUal  features  we  require  In  tbls  rattan.     As  a  rule.  It  Is  done  up  la 
tnuidles  of  50  pieces  each,  which  should  preferably  be  Btralgbt,  but  wiU  also  be 
accepted  doubled  up. 
jMtgtt  Amonnt  of  Desirable  lUttui  Available. 

As  a  result  of  the  plan  outlined  abo^e  this  firm  has  noted  a  ver^ 
satisfactory  increase  in  the  amount  of  desirable  rattan  available, 
although  the  situation  is  far  from  ideal.  The  plan  outlined  will  un- 
doubtedly go  a  long  way  toward  eliminating  one  of  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  industry  in  the  Philippines,  namely,  that  of  getting 
the  collectors  to  gather  the  right  kind  of  rattan  for  tlie  export 
market.  When  the  collectors  in  the  various  districts  have  learned 
just  what  kinds  may  be  sold  to  the  exporting  trade,  they  will  bring 
m  that  kind  to  the  outlying  agencies  of  the  exporters.  In  this  par- 
ticular the  change  for  the  better  may  be  expected  to  bo  rapid.  With 
respect  to  the  disinclination  of  labor  to  engage  in  the  gathering  of 
rattan  as  a  constant  occupation  and  the  varying  influence  of  good 
or  bad  crops  upon  the  industry,  these  obstacles  are  likely  to  prevail 
longer,  However,  they  will  probably  be  very  materially  reduced  by 
the  campaign  of  education  that  is  now  being  carried  on  by  the 
Bui^au  of  Forestry  and  the  commercial  firm  mentioned,  as  well  as 
by  other  exporters  in  a  smaller  wnv.  and  by  the  present  governor  of 
the  Deparlimtnt  of  Mindanao  and  Sulu. 

It  is  very  doubtful  whether  outside  persons,  firms,  or  corpOTations 
could  in  any  way  hasten  the  proper  organization  of  the  rattan  in- 
.  dostry  in  the  Philippines  other  than  by  offering  an  attractive  market 
for  the  Moduct.  Cfapital  has  ceased  to  be  the  main  factor  in  the  situ- 
ation.. The  fate  of  the  industry  depends  upon  the  labor  eJement. 
The  firm  mentioned  appears  to  be  definitely  committed  to  the  oi^ani- 
zation  of  an  adequate  machinerj'  for  developing  a  sufficient  supply 
for  the  export  trade. 
Qoverament  Aids  Private  Capital  in  Developing  Indastiy. 

In  view  of'the  fact  that  the  comriiercial  firm  mentioned  has  taken 
the  initial  step  toward  developing  the  rattan  industry,  the  Bureau  of 
Forestry  does  not  contemplate  taking  the  matter  up  in  a  semicom- 
mercial  way.  The  actual  development  of  the  industry  will  be  left  to 
private  initiative,  in  so  long  as  private  capital  will  interest  itself  in 
the  industry.  The  Bureau,  however,  will  cooperate  to  the  very  fullest 
extent  with  this  private  capital  as  well  as  with  the  labor  engaged. 
The  commercial  hou:^e  interested  now  furnishes,  on  a  large  scale, 
direct  connection  between  the  market  in  the  United  States  and  the 
collectors  in  the  islands.  The  sets  of  samples  on  exhibition  are  ac- 
cessible to  every  holder  of  a  collector's  license,  and  the  specifications 
and  commercial  i-equirements  are  carefully  explained  to  these  col- 
lectors by  the  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foi-estry.  Even  in  localities 
where  no  such  licenses  have  yet  been  issued,  the  desirability  of  taking 
up  the  collection  of  rattan  is  urged  upon  tlie  individuals  most  likely 
to  engage  in  it.  In  Mindanao  and  Suiu,  the  Government  has  taken 
a  special  interest  in  developing  the  industry  among  the  Moros  and 
mountain  folk.  There  the  Bureau  of  Forestry  and  tlie  local  govern- 
ment cooperate  in  the  spreading  of  information  concerniiig  the  mar- 
kets and  the  sorts  of  rattan  desired, 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  rattan  from  the  Philippines  is 
gatiiered  by  the  mountain  people.  These  mountaineers  do  not  know 
that  they  might  obtain  licenses  on  their  own  account  and  sell  their 
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gatherings  direct  to  the  representatives  of  the  exporters.  The  Bureau 
of  Forestry  and  the  government  of  the  Department  of  Mindanao  and 
Sniii  arc  undertaking  to  ediicittc  tliem  in  this  matter  and  to  show 
them  how  Ihey  can  increase  their  earnings  by  taking  out  licenses  and 
selling  direct.  When  this  cnmpnign  of  enlightenment  shall  have 
progi-essed  further  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  production  of  rattan 
in  this  region  will  be  greatly  increased.  Thfsc  people  are  less  likely 
to  be  influenced  by  the  vnrying  crop  conditions  than  are  their  low- 
land brothers,  as  they  are  more  inclined  to  gather  the  products  wliich 
nature  provide^  without  cultivation. 
Transport  Facilities  Heeded — Kindt  of  Rattan  Required. 

Another  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  indii&try  is  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  regions  where  rattan  is  most  abundant  are  far  removed  from 
centers  of  trade  and  population  and,  through  lack  of  proper  trans- 
portation, are  more  or  less  inaccessible.  Gradually  this  obstacle  will 
be  removed  by  the  opening  of  new  roads  and  new  water  routes. 

Collectors  of  rattan  must  first  obtain  a  license  fi'om  tlie  Govern-' 
nient  for  the  purpose  through  the  Bureau  of  Forestry.  The  cost 
of  this  is  10  per  cent  of  the  pro<luct  gatbei-ed,  ; 

Many,  kinds  of  rattan  are  gatli^red.  and  the  tendency  of  the  col- 
lectors is  to  mix  the  various  kinds  and  sizes  indiscriminately,  so  that 
purehnsei's  are  at  considerable  trouble  to  select  the  kinds  and  sizes 
desired.  An  effort  is  being  made  through  the  means  already  de- 
scribed to  induce  the  collectors  to  confine  themselves  to  commereial 
sizes  and  species  and  to  carefully  sort  and  classify  the  product  before 
putting  it  on  the  market. 

Of  tne  many  different  kinds  hitherto  brought  in,  but  four  have  any 
standing  with  the  buyei'S  at  present.  "  Panlis  "  is  a  term  generally 
applied  to  most  of  the  very  small  rattans.  "Tumalim"  is  usually 
applied  in  the  Manila  trade  to  the  medium  sizes  of  good  quality. 
"Palasan"  is  used  almost  all  over' the  islands  for  scveraI„of  tho  very 
large  species,  and  in  commerce  is  applied  to  almost  all  large  kinds  of 
good  quality.  "Sika"'  is  the  Palawan  name  of  the  best  commercial 
rattan  of  that  island.  It  is  a  medium  sized  or  small  rattan,  very, 
tough,  of  a  clear  yellow  color,  and  with  smooth  nodes. 
Pew  Export  Firms  Handling  Battao. 

Inquiries  for  rattan  usually  come  to  exporters  of  other  products 
from  their  correspondents  in  the  United  States.  Unfortunately  these 
inquiries  have  not  always  met  with  satisfactory  responses.  Occasion- 
ally an  exporter  has  been  able  to  pick  up  a  shipment  of  rattan  from 
Kome  local  dealer,  accustomed  to  sell  to  local  manufacturers.  These 
shipments  have  been  ill-assorted,  as  a  rule,  and  have  not  given  the 
best  satisfaction  to  those  receiving  them  in  the  United  States.  Very 
few  local  exporters  have  made  any  pretense  atjiandling  rattan  as  a 
regular  thing.  Their  source  of  supply  has  been  generally  such  local 
dealei-s  as  have  been  handling  rattan  for  local  manufacturei-s.  For 
this  reason  the  exporters  have  had  to  take  such  rattan  as  these  dealers 
happened  to  have  on  hand  and  were  unable  to  dispose  of  to  the  local 
users  to  advantage.  The  recent  freight  conditions  havt/  eliminated 
practically  all  exporters  from  the  field. 

IThe  name  of  tlie  firm  mentioned  In  this  report  ond  a  list  ot  oHier  exporters 
of  mttan  In  Mntilla  nmy  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  district  and  cooperative  oSices  upon.refcrriDe  to  file  No.  40072.] 
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»  irSW  UTDTTSIBIES  IH  SOTTTH  A7BICA. 

[Cfiuanl   Oenernl  Geacge   H,    Murptiy,    Capo   TowQ.J 

The  report  of  the  Indufitrins  Advisory  Board,  wliich  board  was 
brought  into  exiyteno;  in  October,  1910,  in  order  to  ;is;>i^t  the  South 
African  GoTemment  in  the  consideration  of  matters  connected  with 
the  development  of  industries  and  of  the  production  of  raw  mato- 
rials  within  the  Union,  has  recently  been  nimlc  puhiic.  The  report 
says  that  not  only  is  the  volume  of  production  by  existing;  industries 
rapidly  increasing,  but  that  new  industries  are  lieing  established. 
During  the  past  year  the  following  new  industries  have  been  started, 
according  to  the  report : 

Manufacture  of  calcium  carbide,  manufacture  of  chloride  of  lime, 
iron  smelting,  manufacture  of  alcohol  motor  fuel,  wattle  bark  ex- 
traction, toy  making,  manufactui'e  of  sauces  and  other  condiments, 
glass-bottle  manufacture,  manufacture  of  shoe  and  floor  polishes, 
manufacture  of  sulphate  of  ammonium,  detinning  of  scrap  tin,  asbes- 
tos manufactore,  tin.smclting,  production  of  arsenic,  manufacture  of 
steel  shoes  and  dies,  manufacture  of  starch  from  maize,  antimony 
smelting,  meat  canning,  manufacture  of  lead  shot  and  pelle-ts,  manu- 
facture of  paints  and  distempers  from  local  materials,  chicory  pro- 
duction and'  preparation,  manufacture  of  glue  and  size,  manufac- 
ture of  raw  wax  from  by-products  of  sugar  cnne.  '- 

In  addition  to  the  above,  new  tanneries  and  boot  factories  have 
been  started;  butter,  cheese,  and  bacon  factories  have  been  opened; 
a  cement  factory  capable  of  manufacturing  720,000  bags  of  188 
pounds  each  has  commenced  production  near  Mafeking;  and  box- 
making  (card  and  wood)  has  been  very  largely  extended,  both  at 
the  coast  and  in  the  inland  Provinces.  For  many  years  local  fibers 
have  been  used  on  a  small  scale  in  rope  making,  and  arrangements 
are  understood  to  be  under  consideration  for  the  extension  of  exist- 
ing'-operations.  ;       '  "  I  '■■ 

ITALIAN  FBICES  FOS  CITRA'TI:  OF  LIKE  Alfl)  LEUOH  JUICE. 
(Consal  GiMiernI  David  F.  Wilbcr,  Cpnaa.  July  17.] 

The  Gazzetta  Ufficiale  of  .Tune  29  contained  a  decree  concerning 
prices  for  citrate  of  lime  and  cooked  lemon  juice  in  Italy.  It  was 
provided  that  a^  increase  of  20  per  cent  be  made  in  prices  of  foreign 
sales  of  citrate  of  lime  and  cooked  lemon  juice  fixed  by  the  ministerial 
decree  of  October  23, 1917,  to  cover  variations  in  the  rate  of  exchange. 
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mST  be  obtained  fmm  the'Bnr*n«  bdiI  Iti  district  and  coapeniH 

or  each  opportunllj  ahDUli]  be  on  «  Bcparslc  eh«?t  and  ■tale 
The  BnreBa  do«a  not  lurnlsh  credit  ntliiEB  or  lesunia 
landlDg  of  foivlen  Inquirers ;  the  uhuhI  precautloUE  sbould  bs 
ioIb:  *  RcporlM]  by  Amertcaa  conBular  offlccrB ;  t  K<!port«d  bj 
cummercial  agents ;  f  Direct  laqulrles  received  bj  tbe  Borean. 
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Hheots  and  tubing— 


with  tlie  enemr- 

Agricultural  Implements 

272S3 

271!;t0 

:::::  S 

Hardware _ 

- —  §1=1^ 

MacbPles  and  hoos 

::;::  PiSt 

.  2T2SS,-JTiH6 


Rtrutturnl  stwl. 27288 

Sugar  ptaDtatloD  lupplies S72S3 

Buris  and  coat* 27287 

Tin  plate 2721* 

Tnllrt  articles 27201 

WiDdow  plate 27290 

27283.t — A  firm  In  the  French  West  IinHes  desires  to  purchnse  or  secure  on 
nRency  for  the  sale  of  OKriciilturnt  ImplemeDts,  tractors,  fertilizers,  sugar- 
mill  maclilnery,  apparatus  for  distilling  rum,  hardware,  copper  and  brass 
sheets  and  tubing,  ship  chandlery,  chemicals,  and  all  kinds  of  supplies  re- 
quired oD  a  sugnr  plautntlon.  A  member  of  the  firm  Is  at  present  In  the 
United  States  and  will  rcrasin  In  this  country  until  AiiRust  14,  during  which 
time  tntercste^l  firms  may  comtnnnlcnte  with  him.  He  wlBhi.'s  to  receive 
catalogues,  prices,  and  full  Information.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b( 
New  York.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Itefereuces. 

27284.* — A  company  In  Jamaica  wishes  to  buy  large  quantities  of  machetes  and 
hoes  similar  to  samples  which  may  he  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  dis- 
trict  olllcea.  (Refer  to  file  No.  103047.)  The  hoes  are  desired  In  five  sizes- 
two  to  be  smaller  and  two  to  be  larper  than  sample,  by  J-lni-h  variation, 
and  are  desired  without  handles.  It  Ih  very  essential  and  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  temper  of  the  machetes  be  the  same  as  the  sample  In  order  to 
suit  the  Jamaican  tra<le.  The  pitch  of  the  boes  should  be  tbe  same  aa 
somple.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Cash  will  be  paid. 
Correspondence  may  be  la  English.  , 

27285. "—A  firm  in  France  desires  to  secure  an  agency  for  tlie  sale  of  muslins. 
nninsoolts,  gummed  linen,  etc.  S'nniples  showing  kind  of  material  deslrefl 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (liefer  to  file  Ko, 
10^73.)    Correspondence  may  be  In  Eugllsh. 

27286. • — A  company  of  general  commission  merchants  In  Spain  would  like  to 
secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  machinery  for  making  tin  cans,  printing 
machinery  and  parts,  composition  for  printing  rollers,  and  nmchinety  for 
lithography  and  die-press  work.  Credit  terms  of  from  60  to  90  days  are 
preferred.    Correspondence  may  be  In  Eogllah.    References. 

272S7.* — A  woman  in  France  who  deals  In  women's  suits  ond  coats  Ttlshes  to 
secure  the  representation  of  certain  articles  of  American  make.  Corre- 
spondence should  l>e  Id  French.    References. 

27288.* — A  firm  in  Arcentina  wishes  to  secure  agencies  for  the  sale  of  lumber, 
structural  steel,  and  ship-buitding  materials.  Correspondence  may  be  la 
English. 

27289.* — A  company  In  Spain  would  like  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  o( 
paper  for  lithographic  proofs  and  for  die-press  clean-ups.  Credit  terms 
of  from  60  to  00  days  are  preferred.    References. 

27290. t — An  American  firm  with  established  South  American  connoclions  Is  Id 
the  market  for  window  plate,  tin  plate,  ond  Osnabiirg  bagging.  The  flrm 
will  furnish  specifications  on  request, 

27291.* — A  mpn  In  France  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for  the  sate 
of  toilet  articles,  soap,  perfumery,  brushes,  hair  lotions,  etc.  Correspondenca 
ebould  t>e  In  Frenclt.    References. 
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EXf  OKIATION  OP  ABTIFICIAL  STOHf  S  FROM  FSANCE. 
[Cablegram  from  American  Connul  General,  Paris,  Aug.  2.] 
By  a  decree  of  the  Mhiister  of  Finance  dated  July  20,  permission 
is  given  for  the  exportation,  reexportation,  etc,  without  special 
authorization,  of  cut  artificial  precious  stones  to  the  United  King- 
dom, uninvaded  portion  of  Belgium,  Italy,  and  countries  outside  of 
Europe. 

[Notice  of  the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  artificial  stones 
from  France  was  given  in  Commerce  Reports  for  May  3, 1918.] 


EXPORTS  TO  SWEDEN. 


The  War  Trade  Board  announces,  in  a  new  ruling  (W,  T,  B.  R. 
191),  that  applications  will  now  be  considered  for  the  exportation  of 
all  commodities  to  Sweden.    • 

Exporters  in  the  United  States,  before  filing  applications  for  ex- 
port licenses,  must  obtain  from  the  prospective  importer  in  Sweden 
advice  that  there  has  been  issued  by  an  appropriate  importing  asso- 
ciation or  by  the  Statens  Handel's  Kommission  a  certificate  covering 
the  proposed  consignment.  The  number  of  the  certificate  should  be 
forwarded  by  the  importer  in  Sweden  to  the  American  exporter. 
This  number  should  be  specified  on  Supplemental  Information  Sheet 
X-lOi,  which  must  be  duly  executed  and  annexed  to  the  application 
for  an  export  license. 

Applications  for  licenses  to  export  to  Sweden  commodities  for 
which  a  Handel's  Kommission  certificate  or  an  importing  association 
certificate  is  required  will  be  considered  only  in  the  event  that  the  said 
certificate  has  been  issued  subsequently  to  June  14, 1918.  Certificates 
issued  prior  to  that  date  will  be  treated  as  void. 

If  yon  buy  Wai-Savingi  Stamps,  you  also  help  yooi  conntiy. 

78925*— 18  629      I 
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BBinSH  EUPOKT  FBOHIBITIOirS. 

tCablceram  Croia  Consul  GcQcral  Robert  r.  Skinner.  London,  Aug.  0.) 

The  importation  oi  the  foUowine  articles  into  flio  United  King- 
dom is  prohibited:  Canes  of  all  descriptions,  unmanufactured  or 
manufactured,  not  otherwise  prohibited;  crabs,  prawns,  shrimps, 
and  oj'sters,  canned ;  red  prussiate  of  potash. 

[Earlier  prohibitions  coTered  rattans  and  malacea  canes  (Mar. 
22, 191S)  and  canned  salmon  and  lobsters  (Feb.  23,  1917).  The  mopt 
recent  additions  to  the  list  of  prohibited  imports  were  published  in 
CoMMKitcE  REroRTS  for  June  8,  1018.  Tariff  Series  No.  39,  entitled 
British  Control  of  Imports  and  Exports,  contains  consolidated  lists 
of  prohibited  goods  corrected  to  June  10.  This  publication  may  be 
piirchnsed  for  5  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents^  Wash- 
ington, D.  C-,  or  from  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.] 

CATTTION  TO  TJSEBlS  OF  WOBLS  TBADE  DDtECTORT. 

Through  the  IVar  Trade  Board  it  has  come  to  the  attention  af  tlie 
rtepartmcnt  of  Comuierce  that  American  firms  have  been  corrosfKind- 
ing  with  firms  in  neutral  countries  whose  names  appear  upon  the 
Enemy  Trading  List.  It  has  further  appeared  that  in  many  in- 
stances the  names  of  the  enemy  firms  have  been  taken  from  the 
"  World  Trade  Directory,"  j>ubiished  by  the  Department  of  Com- 
mei'ce  and  Labor  in  1911,  >otice  is  hereby  given  to  all  persons  and 
firms  who  may  have  in  their  possseasion  a  copy  of  this  directory  that 
no  letter  shotJd  be  addressed  to  any  peison  or  firm  in  a  neutral  coun- 
try without  a  careful  examination  of  the  Enemy  Trading  List  pub- 
lished by  the  War  Trade  Board,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  or  not  said  firms  are  listed  therein.  If  you  ha^e  not  already 
in  your  possession  copies  of  the  Enemy  Trading  List,  application 
should  be  made  to  the  Division  of  Information,  War  Trade  Board, 
Washington,  D.  C,  for  copies  thereof. 


F0KA6E  PLANT  SEED  IHPOETS  FOE  JULY.  ■ 
The  following  table,  prepared  in  the  seed  laboratory  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  shows 
the  amount  of  the  various  kinds  of  forage-plant  seeds  subject  to  the 
seed-importation  act  permitted  entry  into  th«  United  States  during 
the  month  of  July,  1917,  as  compared  with  July,  1918: 
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CHANQES  IN  ENEHT  TBASINa  UST.  '  ' 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  the  following  additions  to  the 
Eneniy  Trading  List  as  of  dat«  August  9,  1918 : 

'  ABQENTnTA. 

Burbonk,  Adolph  C.  Buenos  Aires. 
Frese,  K.,  Son  Antonio  Oeste. 
Homad,  Felipe,  Buenos  Alrea. 
Scnpuslo,  Juau  B.,  Co.,  Buenos  Airea. 


CBTLE. 

Olivnres.  MlgiiPl.  Ooncppelon, 

Roue.  Walter,  Valiiuralso. 

Schuler,  Elsendecher  &  Co.,  Vtildlvin. 


Crlsto,  Jorge  &  Co.,  Cucutn. 

Conipniila  Agi-loota,  Turrialiin. 
Hennnnn.  Frederielc,  Santa  Cruz,  San  J 
Himmel  &  Von  Storren,  Son  Jose. 
Kurapel,  Juan,  Sar<-hl  &  Ureila. 
Lohrenirel.  C.  W.,  Tres  llios. 
Kodriqiicz,  Jose,  Port  Llinon. 


Guzmnn,  Juan  Z.,  Sun  Pedro. 

Bnstidas.  Trtmo,  Ksnier aides. 
Onbrlei,  N.,  Manta. 
Iiomes;,  Kufino,  EsineriiMes. 
Ponce,  Adel  Frnnclscn,  (•niiyntiutl. 
Pon(«.  Pranctsco  Martinez,  Guayatini 
\Vendt,  Hans,  Quito. 


Ctiani;,  Antonio,  &  Co..  Guatemala  Clly. 
Ix>n  &  Co.,  Puerto  Barrios. 
Winx  on  Fay,  Guatemala  City. 
Wou£  &  Co.,  Eugenio,  Guatemala  City. 


Eyl.  Willielra,  Tepidealpa. 
KoJinckp.  Enrtqno,  Aiiinpala. 
Voeggler,  Karl,  .San  I'e*lro,  Sula. 

Ancben  &  Munich  of  Aix  de  Chnijelie,  Mexico  City. 

Apapito,  Arrisn,  Orizaba. 

Alliingln  of  Hamburg,  Me.\lco  City. 

Albuerrie,  Jose,  Mesico  City  . 

AllasE  of  Berlin,  La,  Mexico  City. 

Barnstorf.  German,  Fttebla. 

Bcttinger,  Otto,  Mexico  City. 

Blanco,  Cajetana,  ]r.,  y  Cla  Sucrs.,  Mexico  City  and  f 
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Beohrinfior,  Ernest,  TomjOD. 

Burchara.  Juan  F.,  Vera  Cmz. 

Calvo,  J.  B.,  Vera  Gru». 

Cixsa  Aleiiinnit,  Orizaba. 

Ca\-asos,  Mnunel,  sr.,  Nuevo  Ijiredo. 

Cavasos,  lliuiuci,  Jr..  Niiev*!  Lari-Uo. 

Gin  lie  Scfurojt  C.Hitrn  Iiist'iiiiio  1S77  Hamburg,  Mexico  City. 

GomiHiiiia  Tiigniiinpaii,  A'orn  Cruz. 

Coppel,  Ja)u19,  Slazatlan. 

Damm,  Mas,  &  Co.,  Duranfro. 

Drognerin  del  CoHseo,  La,  Jlesk-o  CiLy. 

El  AI)aslPc>><l'.ir  Elettrlco  (MeinloKa  &  Llanos),  SleKlco  City.  ' 

El  Cantcrio,  Mexico  City. 

El  Din,  Mijutorcy. 

Foniraeillii!;,  Giiillernio,  Mexico  City, 

Frelderl>erj.'.  (iuilk<rnio,  Jloxico  Citv. 

Friincke.  Alfrwlo,  I'lieiiln. 

Garcia,  Miinuel  Cavasms,  Nuevo  Laredo. 

Grossmann  &  Pubet,  Slexico  City. 

Hndad,  Alfi-pili),  Taiiipico. 

Hale,  0.,  &  Co.  ( Rrfricerartora  Veracrnzaiia),  Vera  Cruz. 
UaoBeatlca  Nurdculschpr  of  Hainlnii-g,  Itfesico  Clly. 
Henikcn,  Kiirlquf,  aif xico  Cily. 
HofinnnD.  Arlai-o,  I'lichla. 
HofroaoD  y  Cia.,  Puebla. 
Knrlcbacl).  Slax,  Orl7.nba. 
Kramer,  Tlifiwlor,  Mexico  City. 
Lnue  &  Cla.,  Tuflila. 

Laue.  Jiiaii,  l'ucl)la. 
LeUei-iunnti,  Ai-liiro,  Puelila. 
Louvler  &  Cn.,  Sues.,  Puebla. 
MadKoburKiiUKn  of  Miidftt'hiii'c.  Slcxk-o  City. 
ManobeiiiK-r  VfrieliprunRs  (Ji'sellsclmft,  Mexico  City. 
■Mantilla.  V.,  &  Cxi..  Mexico  City. 
Meyer,  HnnN.  V^i-a  Cruz, 
Meyer,  Riidolfo.  Mexico  City. 
Mochnlani.  Rolioito.  Knilllin. 
Ottllng,  Fe:terlco,  Mexico  City. 
Ortia,  AugiiHtin.  Morelia. 
Petterson,  Ailierto,  Orizalui. 
Priiicesn  Tcatro,  La  <A..Fcrnnudi),  Tumpico. 
Raexfeld.  Ernesto  VOD,  Piielila. 
Bojo  y  GualUa.  Mexico  Citr. 
Bulz,  Ovldi...  Froiitera. 
Sulnniau.  K.  N.  &  A..  San  Luis  I'.ilosi. 
S.ileMic.  Fclip.-,  Mi.rcll;\. 
Sclinclder.  Fran/,  Mexico  Clly. 
Kegnndo,  AIodko  &  Co.,  Mexico  Citv. 
Silui,  Elias,  -Mexico  Clly. 
Slim,  Jorfic,  Mexico  Clly. 
standard,  El  (Alberto  Petleison).  Orizaba. 
Sundbei^.  Giislavo,  Mexico  City. 
ValquartR.  Conrad,  Puebla. 
Vila,  JoEe  Gantel!(,  Puebla. 
Warhholtz,  Eiirlfiiie.  R.  en  C.  Mexico  City. 
WamboltK,  Carlos.  Mexico  Cily. 
Watty,  Rk-iirdii,  Jlexii-o  t'iiy. 
■WIcbtnnnii,  Krnesto,  Mexico  Cily. 

Biiuge,  P.,  MnniiKua. 

Dorn  &  Co.,  Matajralpa. 

.Tunge.  Frit?,  (Frederick).  Rlrefield?. 


Hecht,  Bruno,  Snn  Salvador. 
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BemoTftli  From  the  Hit. 
The  following  removals  are  made  from  the  list: 

BBAZlt. 

Liiiboa,  Carlon,  Santos. 

Oiiofre,  Carvalho  &  Co.,  Roncador.  ■ 

PANAMA. 

Liudo,  Otto,  Panama  City. 
Arnold,  Frederick,  San  Salvador. 

OUATAQUIL  HAIIKET  REPORT  FOB  JtmE. 

[TIra  Codbd)    Lfan    W.    FtaQfcllD,   Guayaquil,    Ecuador.    Jul;   ]2.] 

The  opening  June  prices  for  cacao  were  $7.82,  $7.41,  and  $7  for 
An-iba,  Balao,  and  Machala.  respectively,  whiuh  prices  remained  firm 
until  the  5th  of  the  month  when  the  Agricultural  Association  lowered 
the  price  $0,41  a  hundred  on  the  three  classes,  making  the  closing 

Suotations  for  the  month  $7.41,  $7,  and  $6.59.  The  sales  effected  in 
"ew  York  were  insignificant  and  the  general  stock  on  hand  has  in- 
creased to  510,000  sacks.  This  paralyzation  of  the  sales  is  attributed 
principally  to  the  restriction  in  the  use  of  sugar,  as  the  chocolate 
factories  are  only  permitted  to  use  50  per  cent  of  what  they  used  the 
previous  year. 

The  exportation  diiEculties  are  growing  greater  every  day,  due  to 
the  lack  of  tonnage  and  the  lack  at  warehouse  facilities  for  the  large 
amount  of  cacao  awaiting  shipment  at  this  port.  The  exports  for 
the  month  of  June  amounted  to  14,380  sacks,  or  2,579,624  pounds,  aa 
follows:  New  York,  2,484,858  pounds;  Valparaiso,  90^15  pounds; 
and  Callao,  4,652  pounds. 

The  coffee  market  is  quiet;  quotations  wore  $9.05  and  $8.64  for  first 
and  second  grade  coffee;  1,245  sacks,  or  252,092  pounds,  were  shipped 
to  Chilean  ports.  .,  :  , 

The  hide  market  was  weak,  witlf  lowering  prices,  due  to  the  lack 
of  licenses  for  importation  in  the  United  States.  Quotations  were 
$7.41,  $6.59,  and  $2.88  for  serranos,  criolios,  and  picados,  respectively. 
The  total  exportation  during  the  month  was  1,900  hides  weighing 
37,882  pounds,  all  shipped  to  New  York. 

There  were  no  receipts  of  ivory  nuts,  and  no  quotations  or  sales 
were  reported. 

There  was  no  rubber  exported.  Quotations  were  $20.58  and  $16.46 
for  maroma  and  hojas,  respectively. 

The  official  exchange  rate  was  243,  but  exchange  sold  at  250  and 
higher. 

AOBICITLTirBAL  STATION  FOR  STATE  OF  HUTAS  OERAES. 
[Vice  Conaul  BIchan)  F.  HomGeD,  Bio  de  Jaoelro,  BniU,  Jane  26.1 
The  President  of  Brazil  has  authorized  the  establishment  of  an 
agricultural  station  at  Caxambu,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  of 
Miuas  Geraes,  Brazil.  The  purpose  of  this  station  will  be  to  promote 
the  development  of  gardenijig  and  of  fruit  culture,  especially  of  ac-  ' 
climated  foreign  species ;  and  the  training  of  abandoned  children  as 
farm  servants  and  &s  specialists  in  various  gardening  and  horticuli 
tural  professions. 
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INCEEASED  LANDINGS  OF  nSH  IN  HTTLL  DISTBICT. 
[<v>nsul  Homer  M.  Brlnston.  UxH.  Entland,  Jul;  22.] 

According  toihe  report  of  tlip  fisheries  officer  of  the  northeastern 
district  (of  wliicli  Grimsby  nnd  Hull  are  the  premier  ports)  for  the 
qiiiirtcr  eiuied  June  30,  1918.  the  quantities  of  ivet  fisli  landed  to- 
taled 575.095  hundrcdivcight  (hundred we ipilit  equals  112  pounds), 
having  an  estimated  vidiic  of  £'•2.372,028  ($11,543,474).  While  the 
above  iveiglit  only  represents  an  increiisc  of  10,7S2  lumdredweight 
over  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1917.  the  estimated  value  repre- 
sents an  increase  of  li!l.it(>3,3yC.  The  total  value  of  fish  landed,  in- 
cluding shell  iish,  was  $11,701,713,  an  increase  of  $r.,007.4.")S  over 
1917. 

The  above  figures  clearly  show  the  enormous  prices  being  realized 
for  fish  that  has  sold  at  the  maximum  Government  control  prices,  ex- 
cept in  June,  when  very  warm  weather  was  experienced  contempo- 
raneously with  large  landings  of  fisli.  Grimsby  and  Hull  deep-sea 
trawlers  have  reported  some  wonderful  catches  which  have  several 
times  realized  over  $14,600  per  trip  and  in  one  instance  $53,044. 

The  number  of  crabs  landed  totaled  1,165,511  as  coniparcd  with 
1,189,769  for  the  coiresponding  June  quarter  of  1917.  Lobsters  to- 
taled 85,570  against  87,989  in  1917.  Crabs  on  landing  sold  at  prices 
ranging  from  lOs.  ($2.43)  to  18s.  ($4.38)  per  score,  according  to  the 
locality,  and  lobsters  from  Is.  6d.  ($0.37)  to  3s.  6d.  ($0.85)  per  pound. 

The  fisheries  officer  again  comments  upon  the  continued  successful 
use  of  motor  boats  and  reports  that  some  of  the  sailing  boats  are  in- 
stalling engines. 

COASTAL  FISEEBIES  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  NEW  JERSEY  IN  1917. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  issued  a  bulletin  giving  statistics  of 
the  coastal  fisheries  (exclusive  of  shellfish)  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,  by  counties,  in  Ipl^-    ,         ,,  , ,  „,.  .n  ...i  ■.,■.  <.i         '..nn 

In  New  York  there  were  1,538  pei-sons  engaged.  The  investment  in 
vessels,  boats,  fishing  apparatus,  and  shore  and  accessory  property 
was  $1,370,823;  and  the  protlucts  amounted  to  68,315,888  pounds, 
valued  at  $1,376,360.  This  was  an  increase  in  the  products  over  1915 
of  100.6  per  cent  in  quantity  and  22.7  per  cent  in  value,  notwith- 
standing a  decrease  of  38.5  per  cent  in  the  number  of  persons  engaged 
and  22.C  per  cent  in  the  amount  of  capital  invested.  The  products 
included  50,441,540  pounds  of  menhaden,  valued  at  $261,919;  but  if 
this  species  is  excluded  for  Iwth  years  a  decrease  is  shown  in  the 
quantity  of  all  other  fish  of  1,654,615  poimds,  or  8.4  per  cent,  and  an 
increase  in  theTaluc  of  $93,735,  or  9.18  per  cent. 

In  New  Joi-sey  in  1917  there  were  2,137  persons  engaged,  the  in- 
vestment in  vessels,  boats,  fishing  apparatus,  and  shore  and  accessory 
property  was  $l,235..'i50.  and  the  products  amounted  to  49,079,375 
pounds,  valued  at  $1,9,53.076.  Compared  with  1915  there  was  a  de- 
crease of  7,2  per  cent  in  the  number  of  persons  engaged,  and  an  in- 
crease of  3.6  per  cent  in  the  investment,  of  4.4  per  cent  in  the  quan- 
tity, and  44.8  per  cent  in  the  value  of  the  products.  The  menhaden 
output  amounted  to  1,433,984  pounds,  valued  at  $14,664,  but  ex- 
cluding this  species  for  both  years  there  was  an  increase  in  1917 
in  the  quantity  of  all  other  fish  of  5.044,004  pounds,  or  11.69  per 
cent,  and  in  the  value  of  $626,347,  or  47.7  per  cent.    ■ 
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CETLON  PLUMBAGO  SIT1TAII0K. 

[CoDHUl  Walter  A.  Leonard,  Cotombo,  June  12.] 

The  plumbago  industry  in  Ceylon  is  experiencing  a  period  of  stag- 
nation, due  chiefly  to  decreased  shipments  of  graphite  to  the  United 
States,  Although  tho  War  Trade  Board's  restriction  on  plumbago 
imports  has  been  a  factor  in  this  stagnation,  theM  was  a  lessened 
demand  on  the  part  of  American  importers  several  months  previous 
to  the  American  restriction  becoming  effective.  It  is  noted,  for 
instance,  that  the  plumbago  shipped  to  Hie  Unitetl  States  from 
Ceylon  during  the  quarter  ended  Starch  31,  1918,  totaled  only  2,194: 
tons,  valued  at  $405,064,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  this  con- 
sulate, as  against  6,524  tons,  valued  at  $2,106,957,  during  the  cor- 
responding quarter  in  1917. 

In  1917  United  States  took  over  81  per  cent  of  Ceylon's  plumbago 
as  compared  with  75  per  cent  in  1916  (percentage  based  on  quantityj 
not  value),  showing  how  dependent  the  industry  is  on  the  American 
market.  The  year  1917  was  not  quite  as  prosperous  for  .the  plumbago  . 
industry  as  the  record  year  of  1916,  when  the  total  quantity  exported 
was  668,216  hundredweight  of  112  pounds,  valued  at  $7,298,128,  as 
Compared  with  540,9.50  hundredweight  valued  at  sliglitly  loss  than 
$6,500,000  in  1916.  ^Vhile  the  best  grades  of  plumbago  sold  for  as 
hi^h  as  $500  per  ton  during  1916  and  1917,  half  tliis  price  is  not  ob- 
tamable  at  present. 
XininK  C on ditionB— Output.  * 

Unlike  the  te^  and  nibber'industries,  plumbago  mining  is  largely 
in  the  hands  of  native  C-eylonese,  the  majority  of  owners  being  men 
of  small  means  with  labor  forces  not  usually  numbering  more  than 
20.  Such  owners  must  rely  on  an  immediate,  sale  of  their  graphite, 
and  any  marked  fluctuations  in  the  market  will  cause  them  to  shut 
down  or  open  up  their  mines.  Thus  it  is  observed  that  on  .June  30, 
1917,  when  the  market  was  good,  1,288  mines  were  being  operated, 
and  employing  19,912  ipen,  as  compared  with  7C4  mines  at  the  end 
of  the  year  employing  15,379  men.  The  small  mines  are  obviously 
the  ones  first  shut  down  in  case  of  market  depressions. 

In  1916  the  total  output  of  Ceylon's  graphite  mines  was  over 
33,000  long,  tons  {of  2,240  pounds),  compai'ed  with  approximately 
26,000  tons  in  1917.  Improved  machinery,  especially  in  working 
mines  to  greater  depths,  should  enable  Ceylon  graphite  to  be  mined 
at  approximately  the  rate  of  30,000  tons  annually  for  many  years 
to  come. 

THE  BEAIT  CROP  IN  BKAZIL. 

[Vice  CoDful  Klchard  P.  MomiifD,  mo  de  Jani^lro,  July  1.1 

According  to  estimates  recently  obtained  by  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture it  is  estimated  that  the  crop  of  beans  of  Brazil  during  the 
present  year  will  reach  350,000  tons,  of  which  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo 
will  contribute  more  than  50  per  cent,  or  about  180,000  tons.  Minas 
Geraes  will  be  the  second  largest  producer,  with  81.000  tons,  and  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul's  crop  is  estimated  at  60,000  tons.  With  such  a  plenti- 
ful crop- as  this  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to  continue  exportation  on  a 
large  scale  with  large  profits  owing  to  the  present  high  prices  pre- 
vailing. Brazil  imported  beans  in  large  quantities  before  the  war, 
but  domestic  production  now  meets  the  demands  of  the  country  and 
leaves  ft  large  exportable  surplus.  ,  -  i 
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FURTHER  LONIWN  BANX  AHALOAKATIONS. 

[AlCrpd  NuttlDS,  citi'b,  con^ulslc  Rpniral,  Loodon,  Eagtgud,  July  lfl.1 

It  is  reported  officially  that  the  London  Provincial  and  South- 
western Bank  has  l}ecn  amalgiimiitecl  with  Barelay'fi  Bank,  a  pro- 
visional agreement  having  been  entered  into  making  the  fusion 
effective  as  from  Dec-ember  31,  1917,  which  was  tile  date  of  the 
amalgamation  of  the  London  Provincial  with  the  London  and  South- 
western, The  three  banks  so  merged  will  henccfortli  he  known  as 
Barclay's.  The  terms  of  the  fusion  provide  that  the  present  capital 
of  Barclay's  will  be  altered  to  5,390,OCiO  shares  of  S.i  ($0.73)  each, 
£1  ($4.87)  paid,  and  sliareholders  of  the  London  Provincial  ana 
Southwestern  Bank  will  obtain  £G  3s.  4d.  ($30)  for  every  £5  ($24.33) 
of  paid-up  capital  tiiey  hold,  equal  to  6J  of  Barclay's  B  shares  for 
each  £10  (ijvJS.CT)  share.  Nine  directors  of  the  London  Provincial 
and  Soutliwestcrn  Bank  will  join  the  board  of  the  amalgamated  con- 
cern. It  is  also  intimated  that  Barclay's  will  acquire  the  interests 
•  of  the  merged  banks  in  Cox  &  Co.  ^Francc^  (Ltd.).  besides  gaining 
the  benefit  of  their  other  foreign  institutions.  Barclay's  Bank  is 
itself  the  outcome  of  past  fusions  of  small  undertakings ;  it  has  443 
branches  and  374  subbranchcs.  The  London  Provincial  and  South- 
western Bank  has  552  branches.  The  joint  paid-up  capital  of  the 
three  will  reach  nearly  £7,000,000  ($34,065,500),  while  the  total  de- 
posits aggregate  £212,000,000  ($1,031,698,000). 
Pormation  of  London  Joint  City  and  Hldland  Bank. 

Amalgamation  is  also  announced  between  the  London  City  and 
Midland  Bank  and  the  London  Joint  Stock  Bonk.  The  fusion  in 
this  case  was  first  decided  upon  several  inontlis  ago,  but  was  held 
over  pending  the  result  of  the  inquiry  as  to  the  advisability  of  per- 
mitting these  amalgamations.  The  terms  provide  that  four  shares 
of  theCrst-named  bank  shall  be  exchanged  for  one  of  the  latter  bank; 
the  paid-up  capital  will  total  £7,QO0j0OO  ($34,005^00),  the^  Mserve 
fund  will  exceed  £6,000,000  ($-29,199,000),  \?liile  the  combined  de- 
posits will  reach  nearly  £300,000,000  ($1,459,950,000).  The  title  of 
the  merged  banks  will  be  London  Joint  City  and  Midland  Bank. 
The  first-named  bank  pos.sessea  1,055  branches  and  subbranehes  and 
the  latter  311. 
Three  Other  Banks  Absorbed  by  Lloyd's. 

Amalgamation  has  also  been  announced  beUvoen  Lloyd's  and  the 
Capital  and  Counties  Bank,  Xutionnl  Bank  of  Scotland,  and  Lon- 
don and  Kiver  Plate  Bank,  the  interests  of  all  of  which  have  been 
acquired  by  Lloyd's.  The  terms  are  as  follows:  In  regard  to  the 
Capital  and  (bounties  Bank,  one  Lloyd's  share  plus  £2  ($9,73)  in 
cash  will  be  given  for  each  share  of  the  first -named  bank;  National 
Bank  of  Scotland  shareholders  will  receive  £350  ($1,703)  in  the  form 
of  II  Lloyd's  shares  and  £TD  ($305)  National  War  Bonds  per  £100 
($487)  paid  stock,  together  with  the  hum  of  £5  10s.  ($21i.77)  in  lieu 
of  profits  accrued  to  May  1  last;  London  and  River  Plate,  two 
Lloyd's  shares  in  exchange  for  one  of  the  merged  bank.  Through 
the  Capital  and  Counties  Bank,  Lloyd's  will  gain  473  extra  brandies 
(259  in  new  territory),  while  the  London  and  liiver  Plate  Bank  will 
mean  an  addition  of  30  branches  in  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile,'  Paris, 
and  New  York. 
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The  result  of  tliis  fusion  will  be  an  increase  in  the  capital  of 
Lloyd's  to  £9,000,000  ($43,798,500),  a  total  of  1,350  home  branches, 
and  a  gross  aggregate  of  deposits  only  £6.000,000  ($29,199,000)  less 
than  that  of  the  London  Joint  City  &  !!kndlaiid.  The  percentage  of 
capital  and  reserve  to  current  and  depo.sit  accounts  will  rise  from 
5.2  to  8. 
L«adiiiK  Banke  and  Their  Depoaits. 

These  amalgamations  have  received  the  approval  of  the  Treasury. 

By  these  amalgamations  the  following  become  tho  leading  Eng- 
lish banks:  London  Joint  City  &  Midland,  with  deposits  amounting 
to  $1,459,950,000;  Lloyd's,  with  $1,430,751,000;  London  County, 
Westminster  &  Parrs,  with  $1,070,300,000;  IJorclay's,  witli  $1,031,- 
698,000;  and  National  Provincial  &  Union,  with  $875,970,000. 


DEOKEE  OF  COUUEBCE  IN  EDDTBUBGH  UHTVEBSITT. 

ICoiUDl  BulDB  FletnitiK,  Etllnbnrgh,  ScoUaad.  July  24,] 

The  ordinance  constituting  a  degree  in  commerce  (B.  Com.)  has 
been  adjusted  by  the  authorities  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh 
and  has  received  the  consent  of  the  Privy  Council,  Loudon.  The 
conditions  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 

These  subjects  are  compulsory :  Political  economy,  accounting  and 
business  method,  organization  of  industry  and  commerce,  mercantile 
law,  economic  geography,  economic  history,  and  one  modem  lan- 
guage. 

The  subjects  from  which  those  neces&ary  to  complete  the  course  of 
study  may  be  selected  include  eneineoring,  ohcmistrj-,  physics, 
matnemaftics,  statistics,  banking,  piiblic  international  law,  an  addi-', 
tional  modem  language,  besides  more  advanced  courses  in  tJie  above 
compulsory  subjects. 

The  university  authorities  have  power  to  make  additions  to  or 
modi^cations  in  the  courses  of  study. 


EXPOBT  STTUAR  CHOP  IN  THE  PTTERTO  CABELLO  DISTBICT. 
ICoDBUl  Frank  Aadorsoo  Henry,  I'ucrto  Culrallo,  Vinciiicla,  July  'iU.J 

The  Central  Tncariguaj  near  Valencia,  is  the  only  large  modern 
sugar  factory  in  this  district  and  it  is  the  only  one  tliat  manufactures 
for  export.  It  has  just  finished  its  third  grinding  season  and  its 
entire  output  has  been  or  will  shortly  be  shipped  to  the  United 
States.  The  season  just  ended  lasted  from  the  Hrst  week  of  Decem- 
ber, 1917,  to  tho  first  week  of  June,  1918.  Exports  to  date  of  this 
crop  have  amounted  to  26,123  bags  weighing  5,721,608  pounds  valued 
at  $217,838.  In  addition,  about  9,000  bags  still  remain  to  be  ex- 
ported.    ' 

Exports  of  sugar  during  the  two  previous  years  in  which  this  fac- 
toiy  has  been  in  operation  have  boon :  1916,  2,091.880  pounds,  valued 
at  $88,617;  and  1917,  6,480,276  pounds,  valued  at  $244,942. 
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DUNDEE  TEXTILE  TEADE. 

[Consul  II.  Abort  JobosoD,  Dundee.  ScotUnd,  Jul;  16.1 

Conditions  in  the  jute  trade  of  Dundee  have  shown  no  tendency 
toward  improvement  since  last  reporting.  The  position  as  regards 
the  jute  supply  has  greatly  improved  during  the  past  week,  but  spin- 
ners and  manufactnrery  were  not  disposed  to  book  new  orders  on  the 
strength  of  the  encouraging  forward  position  of  the  raw  article. 
The  intricacies  of  the  wages  question  still  holds  the  attention  of  the 
trade,  and  it  appears  to  be  seriously  regretted  that  the  recent  award 
was  not  issued  m  such  a  manner  as  would  leave  no  doubt  as  to  its 
correct  interpretation. 

The  cliief  cause  of  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  prodncer  seems  to  be 
the  question  of  raw  material,  whereas  under  ordinary  conditions  his 
greatest  concern  was  the  disposal  of  his  production.  The  whole 
trade  is  said  to  move  in  a  manner  totally  unlike  what  was  once  the 
normal  condition  of  affairs,  and  doubts  are  even  reluctantly  ex- 
pressed as  to  whether  the  old  conditions  can  ever  again  be  restored. 
(Without  the  stoppage  for  a  week  in  June,  the  whole  situation  would 
unquestionably  have  been  very  much  worse,  and  it  is  only  now  that 
it  is  beginning  to  be  fully  realized  how  urgent  the  need  for  a  stop- 
page was. 
Jute  Tkm — Flax  and  Tow. 

So  far  it  appears  that  the  position  does  not  prove  more  favorable 
for  the  purchase  of  further  quantities  of  iute  yams.  Spinners  are 
hesitating  and  do  not  seem  desirous  of  furtbor  commitments,  al- 
though it  is  not  doubted  that  new  orders  will  be  registered  in  good 
time,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  anxiety  of  the  consumer  is 
likely  to  continue  until  .such  a  time  as  he  is  enabled  to  place  his  re- 
quirements in  safety.  Under  the  present  course  of  production  more 
yam  is  required  in  the  output  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  looms. 
It  may  be  presupied  that, an  ampie.^upply  of,  fibec,  espect^ed  at  an 
early  date,  mav  improve  matters  in  this  direction,  and  it  would 
appreciably  facilitate  them  if  a  slight  addition  could  be  made  to  the 
quantity  that  spinners  are  now  allowed  to  cut  up  weekly.  It  must 
be  admitted  that,  as  a  general  rule,  spinners  have  acted  to  the  best 
of  their  ability  in  endeavoring  to  assist  in  solving  the  problem  of  a 
shortage  in  raw  materials,  and  this  has  proved  of  immense  assist- 
ance to  those  intrusted  with  the  difficult  task  of  getting  matters 
straightened  out. 

In  regard  to  flax  and  tow.  no  definite  announcement  has  been  made 
in  reference  to  the  proposal  to  curtail  the  consumption  of  tow  to  meet 
the  demands  of  a  32-hour  week.  Replies  in  connection  with  the 
request  made  to  the  linen  trade  for  stocks  of  yams  as  at  the  end  of 
May  and  consumption  of  yam  during  June  are  coming  in,  and  the 
position  is  being  tjibulated  in  due  form.  The  feeling  seems  to  prevail 
that  the  32-hour  measure  is  likely  to  become  effective  from  the  first 
of  next  month,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  meeting  may  be  held  dur- 
ing the  current  week  with  a  view  to  reaching  a  definite  decision  in 
the  matter.  Applications  for  quantities  of  Irish  rescutched  tows 
are  evidently  being  dealt  with  on  the  basis  of  allocating  one-half 
of  the  total  quantity  asked  for. 

As  to  the  question  of  raw  jute,  it  was  intimated  some  time  ago  that 
it  was  expected  that  the  completed  first  jute  crop  forecast  statement 
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would  be  announced  in  Calcntt*  on  the  9th  instant  The  reserved 
attitude  that  seems  msinifestcd  on  the  part  of  the  sellers  could  hardly 
be,  it  is  aESerted,  attributed  to  any  unfavorable  new  crop  conditions, 
but  rathei  largely  to  the  fact  that  difficulty  was  being  experienced  in 
Calcuttii  in  buying  in  against  sales  made.  The  jute  on  offer  at  the 
close  of  last  week  was  mo.-tly  private  marks,  sind  there  is  pot  much 
wanted  for  August-September,  but  evidence  was  not  lacking  of 
buyers,  in  some  cases,  having  extejided  to  October-December.  The 
tendency  of  the  market  was  undoubtedly  firmer,  owing,  it  is  believed, 
to  the  fact  tliat  speculative  sellers  commenced  from  a  basis  that  now 
may  be  proving  to  have  been  too  low,  but  the  whole  pa^ition  as 
regards  this  point  was  too  unsettled  to  permit  a  possibility  of  arriv- 
ing at  an  opinion  that  merited  the  smallest  nmount  of  confidence. 
Caicuttfi  mills,  according  to  icpoi-ts  now  being  circulated,  seem  to 
be  bent  upon  carrying  large  stocks,  knowing  tluit  when  the  war  comes 
to  an  end  there  may  be  something  of  a  scramble  for  fiber. 

The  first  Government  forecast  of  the  jute  crop,  which  should  now 
have  bcc^i  published  in  Calcutta,  is  not  expected  to  reach  here  before 
the  end  of  the  current  week  at  the  earliest.  Up  to  the  present  time, 
there  appears  little  disposition  on  the  part -of  Calcutta  shippers  to 
sell.  Representatives  here  complain  of  (he  lack  of  offers,  and  there 
is  annoying  delay  in  conducting  negotiations  in  consequence  of  time 
required  for  the  transmission  of  messages,  but  firm  conditions  pre- 
vail, whatever  may  be  the  fnture  ajiproximate  level  for  the  new 
crop.  Tlic  most  recent  quotations  show  new  crop  association  group 
of  First  Marks  at'$109,49,  association  Lightnings  at  $94.89,  and  asso- 
ciation Hearts  at  $80.29,  all  f.  o.  b.  August-September.  Old  crop 
short  gioiip  of  First  Mark  actuals  were  quoted  at  $109.49  f.  o.  b. 
July.  As  most  of  tlie  July-September  permit'^  have  now  been  ab- 
sorbed, fHci)ities  for  sales  have  been  largely  i-educetl.  There  appears 
to  have  been  an  exceedingly  limite^l  supply  of  old-crop  Daisee  offered 
forsale,'lrtid  so  f»r  there  is  no  mention  made  of  new -crop  Daisee  fiber.' 
Prices  of  Jnte  Tants— QrsdlnE  Permits  Beqnfred  for  Vabrics. 

The  .supply  of  jute  yams  last  week  was  decidedlj'  limited,  and 
when  buyers  were  grunted  lots  somewhat  larger  than  they  had  set 
their  minds  on,  surprise  was  an  agreeable  feature  of  the  transaction. 
There  were  a  few  parcels  of  sacking  weft  boiight  in  a  range  of  27 
pounds  to  40  pountlB  at  17^  cents  for  24  pounds.  Common  cops  and 
medium  spools  were  impossible  to  obtain,  but  there  were  buyers  of 
every  description  of  yarn  except  the  sntsill  jutes. 

Maximum  prices  are  obtainable  in  everj-  instance,  and  price  forms 
an  unimportant  matter  at  the  present  epoch,  as  between  buyer  and 
seller  the  question  of  the  moment  is  only  the  urgent  need  of  supplies. 
The  position,  it  is  said,  may  improve  in  the  near  futui-c,  now  that  the 
raw  material  is  expected  in  increased  quantities.  Current  prices  are 
$1.54  for  common  coi>s,  $1.58  for  medium  spools,  $0,175  for  24-pound 
weft,  and  $1.80  for  8-ponnd  Rio  weft. 

In  regard  to  jute  fabrics,  buyers  are  not  pleased  at  manufacturers 
refusing,  as  they  do,  to  handle  orders  nnless  nccompanied  by  graiding 
permits.  The  point  was  raided  as  to  the  inconvenience  that  woidd 
ensue  in  the  event  of  a  manufacturer  becoming  filled  up  in  the  interval 
and  refusing  to  accept  an  order  when  tlio  necessaiy  i)errait  was  ob- 
tained.    Had  supply  been  gicater  than  demand,  there  would  have 
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been  no  necessity  for  j^ading,  which  has  also  for  its  object  the  pro- 
duction of  the  goods  in  or^r  of  priority  of  importance.  This  is 
proving  in  reality  a  serious  difficulty  for  buyers  m  obtaining  what 
they  need,  and  the  course  of  events  render  it  urgently  necessary  for 
buyers  to  rely  on  the  grading  system  for  tlie  receipt  of  their  necessary 
material. , 
VrKent  Demand  for  Fabrics — Haxlmun  Prices. 

The  general  experience  during  the  past  week  shows  that  goods  are 
exceedingly  difficult  to  procure.  Deliveries,  in  view  of  the  approach- 
ing holiday  season,  are  urgently  needed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  all 
the  production  of  the  trade  is  pressingly  demanded;  but  hesitancy  is 
shown  on  the  part  of  many  manufacturers,  and  they  are  only  dis- 
posed to  give  consideration  to  business  over  which  every  facility  is 
likely  to  be  provided  for  the  means  of  delivery.  All  widths,  weights, 
and  qualities  are  in  request,  and  the  urgency  now  in  evidence  promises , 
to  increase  throughoui  the  autumn.  The  raw  material  is  said  to  be ' 
promising. 

The  following  are  the  fixed  maximum  prices  that  manufacturers 
are  now  allowed  to  charge  per  yard  for  standard  40-inch  widths :  For 
lOi-ounce,  16$  cents;  !IO-ounce,  16  cents;  iTJ-ounce,  15J  cents;  0-ounce, 
14|  cents;  8J-ounce,  14  cents;  8-oimce,  13J  cents;  TiJ-ounce,  125  cents: 
7-ounce,  12  cents;  6J-ounce,  llj  cents;  Q-ounce,  lOJ  cents;  mangled 
lOJ-ounce,  17  to  17j  cents.  The  rise  from  10|-ounce  to  11-ounce  is  5 
cent,  thereafter  J  cent  per  half  ounce. 
The  Linen  Trade.  *■  "  "I 

So  far  as  the  linen  trade  problems  are  concerned,  there  is  little  trans- 
piring in  yarn  at  the  present  time.  All  good  standard  yams  are 
going  off  rather  freely,  but  the  same  can  not  be  said  of  spins  of  a  lower 
category.  Inquiries  for  yarns  are  being  made,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
whatever  as  to  all  production  of  suitable  material  being  required, 
although  the  yam  problem  is  not  at  all  oleoi'ly  defined,  as  in  the  case 
of  jute,  as  matters  stand  just  now.  The  impression  generally  con- 
veyed is  that  the  linen  trade  seems  to  be  possessed  of  serious  misgiv- 
ings over  all  matters ;  the  difficulties  are  undoubtedly  numerous,  and  it 
is  a.sserted  that  all  concerned  are  looking  forward  eagerly  to  the  day 
when  control  will  be  brought  to  an  end.  It  is  exiwcted  that  the  re- 
duced consumption  of  tow  to  a  32-liour  weekly  activity  may  become 
operative  from  August  1. 

Prices  of  wet  spun  yarns  per  bundle  of  4i  spindles  are  as  follows: 
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Contract  Prices  Increased  on  Aeoonnt  of  Short  Tlm«. 

In  this  connection  the  following  letter,  sent  out  by  the  Scottish 
I'lax  Spinners  and  Manufacturers  Advisory  Committee]  is  of  in- 
terest 1  ,-  I 
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Tbe  Scottish  Flnx  Sptnnera  and  Manufacturers  Advisory  Committee  tin^ 
arranged  that  the  following  adOltions  on  aetount  of  short  lime  i^lmll  W  iiimle 
OD  ttte  prices  of  all  contracts  plnceil  by  or  tLroiiRh  (I(c  War  OIHce  liefore  May  1: 

8pinner». — Where  tbe  hours  worked  per  week  are  4U  hours,  or  its  equivalent, 
li  per  cent,  is  to  be  added  to  tlie  price. 

itantifaciurcra.— Where  the  lumi-s  worked  are  55  hours  or  i\iU  tJiuG,  li  per 
cent  Is  to  be  added  to  recoup  the  weaver  for  tlie  ndilllloiuil  prii-e  to  he  piild 
to  the  fipinner,  atid  where  the  honrs  Trorkei!  arc  40  honm  or  tts  equivalent,- 
21  per  cent  in  all  Is  to  be  added  to  the  price. 

Thet^e  udditloua  are  to  be  retrospective  as  from  ilie  dato  when  the  firm  com- 
menced working  short  time.  It  is  to  he  noted  tl^at  these  adviinn-H  do  not  refer 
to  the  AdmlrnltJ',  as  the  ninller  of  lis  contracts  is  still  under  consl deration, 
l%e  eommitlee  realize))  that  the  arrnneement  made  dm-n  not  fnlly  tecompentte 
elUter  spinners  or  mannfacturem,  bat  In  all  the  clrciim!itai)ces  It  was  felt  that 
It  was  advisable  and  Judicious  to  agree  to  the  advance  above  mentioned. 

The  committee  is  at  iireseut  enfrnged  in  arriiii;,-lug  the  iidvances  necessary 
owing  to  the  recent  Increase  in  noses,  and  any  new  order.s  will  iilso  have  to  be 
coeted  on  the  present  wnEcs  and  present  cost  of  prmluctioii.  The  committee 
iB  strongly  of  opinion  that  all  eostlngs  for  all  Government  depiirlmcnts  should 
be  Bubroitted  by  the  committee,  l^ere  can  not  be  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
trade  to  have  more  than  a  reasonable  proUt,  and  the  work  of  the  committee 
is  only  Increased  where  Individual  firms  submit  costlnpi. 

It  is  therefore  suggested  that  flrnia  should  accept  Government  orders  subject 
to  prices  being  arranged  by  the  advlsoiT  eommitlee,  which  shoulil  be  at  onoe  ad- 
vised of  any  outstanding  orders  for  which  prir-en  have  to  he  fixed.  The  com- 
mittee wilt  be  obliged  If  you  will  acknowledge  this  letter  Kintlug  that  you 
approve. 

FIRST  BAAZILUn  TOUENALISU  COKQBESS  IN  SEPTEKBEB. 


The  directors  of  the  Brazilian  Press  Association  have  begun  prepa- 
rations for  tlie  first  Journalism  Congress  in  Brazil,  to  be  held  from 
September  10  to  21,  1918,  in  commemoration  of  the  founding  of 
journalism  in  this  country. 

Among  the  topics  for  discussion  will  be  the  following:  History  of 
ioumalism  m  Brazil:  Plans  for  a  Pan  American  (.'ongicss  of  Jour- 
nalists. toTJe  heUV'A't'  lii6'ciW'JaHeii^,  in  19:i2',tllt!  centbtinial  annitfer' 
sary  of  Brazilian  independence:  Ethics  of  journalism:  Press  associa- 
tions, means  of  coordination :  Foundation  of  a  School  of  Journalism ; 
Necessity  and  means  of  establishing  in  Brazil  paper  factories  capable 
of  producing  sufficient  quantities  of  news-print  paper  for  domestic 
consumption. 

ORQANIZATIOH  OF  NXW  BKAZIUAH  COAI-HIHraO  COHPANT. 

[Vice  Consul  Blchard  I'.   Uomaeo,   nio  Ue  Jmirlro.  June  \;i,| 

A  new  Brazilian  coal-mining  company  was  organized  June  12, 
1918,  under  tlie  laws  of  Brazd,  to  be  luiown  as  the  Sociedade 
Anonyma  Conipajihia  Mineracao  "Barra  Bonita  "  (the  "Barra  Bo- 
nita  ""MininfT  Co.  (Inc.)). 

The,  company  has  n  declared  capital  of  2,800  conios  of  reis  (about 
$700,000  in  American  currency),  represented  l>y  14,000  shares  of  yOO 
milireis  each  (about  tjJOO  in  American  currency),  all  of  whicJi  has 
been  fully  4)aid  up. 

The  objects  of  the  company  are  principally  the  acquisition  and 
exploitation  of  coal  mines. 

The  majority  of  stock  i.s  owned  by  the  Companhia  Predial  e  Hy- 
pothecaria  Federal  (tlie  Federal  Real  F.state  &  Mortgage  Co..^. 

Goot^lc 
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BOAD  COHSTBVCTIOH  IN  SCOTLAHD  AETEB  THE  WAB. 

[Consul  Rutae  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  July  20.] 

From  a  social  and  economic  point  of  view,  road  construction  and 
repair  in  Scotland  will  be  a  pressing  requirement  after  the  war,  only 
second  in  importance  to  the  more  adequate  and  comfortable  housing 
of  the  people.  Since  1014  roads  and  streets  have  been  neglected; 
county  and  city  authorities  have  economized  by  letting  the  highways 
fall  into  disrepair  and  diverting  funds  usually  granted  for  their 
upkeep  to  otlier  purposes.  As  a  result  of  this  policj-  the  main  roads 
and  byways,  worn  by  heavier  and  more  constant  traffic  than  was  ever 
before  borne,  are  now  in  a  condition  which  will  necessitate  large 
expenditures  for  reconstruction  of  surfaces  and  for  repairing  and 
building  bridges,  culverts,  etc. 

In  some  parts  of  Scotland,  the  extended  use  of  motor  trucks,  trac- 
tors, and  omnibuses  has  been  disastrous  to  the  narrow  country  roads, 
a  considerable  proportion  of  which  will  have  to  be  remade,  Macadam 
streets  in  towns  and  villages  and  suburbs  of  cities  have  also  been 
seriously  damaged  by  wear  and  tear,  in  the  absence  of  money,  labor, 
and  material  to  patch  up  ruts  and  holes,  which  now  render  travel 
and  haulage  difficult  and  in  not  a  few  places  dangerous,  Tlie  prob- 
lem of  road  restoration  and  maintenance  must  be  faced  by  the  local 
authorities,  who  are  expecting  a  certain  amount  of  financial  assistance 
from  the  government. 
Opportunity  for  Sale  of  American  Boad  Hacblneiy. 

After  the  restoration  of  peace  thei-e  will  doubtless  be  a  fairly 
strong  demand  for  roadmnking  machines  and  tools.  No  firm  ia 
the  Edinburgh  district  handles  this  class  of  machinery,  the  users 
buying  dii-ectly  from  the  manufacturers.  Probably  the  best  method 
for  American  makers  to  adopt  for  the  introduction  of  their  machines 
is  to  establish  an  agency  in  one  of  the  important  commercial  centers 
in  England,  from  which  the  entire  country  could  be  eifectjyely  cov- 
ered by  their  refpresehWtlves.      '    ''    '    "'  '         

County  and  city  authorities  havo  entire  control  of  roads  and  streets 
in  the  matter  of  construction  and  repair,  and  only  in  exceptional  cases 
do  they  let  out  the  work  to  contractors.  The  authorities  to  be  reached 
are  the  coimty  councils  and  the  streets  departments  of  cities  and  large 
towns,  through  the  county,  district,  or  city  road  surveyors  (super- 
visors). As  a  rule  the  advice  of  road  surveyors  relative  to  machinery, 
and  tools  is  followed  by  county  councils  and  city  councils. 

[A  list  o(  the  principal  roatl  surveyors  In  Rcotlnnd  mny  be  obtnlned  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreleri  ntnl  Domestic  ('omiiierce  or  its  dlMrlct  aud  coo|)era- 
tlve  ofliuee  by  referrlDg  to  file  No.  104404.] 

DOMINICAN  AFFBOFBIATIONS  FOB  FUBLIC  WOBSS. 

IConsuI  Clement  S.  EJwardi.  Sanlo  Domingo,  Dominican  Ropulillc,  July  20.1  , 

By  Executive  Order  No.  187  issued  by  the  Military  Government 
of  Santo  Domingo,  on  July  15, 1918,  an  appropriation  is  made  of  the 
sum  of  $1,285,000  for  carrying  through  the  following  national  works: 

Trunk  highway,  completion ,._  $72.^000 

Wharf  and  harbor  Improvements,  Siin  Pedro  de  lHocoris 200,000 

Monte  Crlsty-Dajabon  (bridge  over  Yiique  del  Norte) 40,000 

Azua-Sna  Junn  (bridee  over  Taquo  del  Sur) 100,000 

-       -   -      -    --        ■'-■•■  -.     .     _     -  200,000 

._      20,|00(J 
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AusrauH  um  gebuak  business  flans. 

[Consul  General   Albert   Hat^UiKl,    Stockholm,    Snedon,    Ju^i'    D.) 

The  Swedish  Trade  Journal  for  June  contains  the  following  busi- 
ness plans  from  Germany : 

Tho  so-callert  Hangnrlnn  Credit  Instltiitp  for  the  Lumber  Jnilnstry  has  de- 
cided to  Increase  its  cnpitnl  stocit  from  40,000,000  to  72,0UO.0O0  Austrian  crowns 
($8,120,000  to  $14,010,000  nt  tho  normnl  exdmnRc  rale)  pnrlly  in  order  to 
take  over  t!ie  stinres  in  tlio  Ttisarlsc'lie  HolKhaiulel  Alttit'itKOKellschnfl  iind 
partly  for  reserve  fuiuls  for  the  extraordlnnry  exi*ii««  nfler  tlie  war.  Tlie 
lambcr  business  In  Anstrln-nungary  has  received  a  tremendous  Impetus  during 
the  war,  as  tho  value  of  all  w(»ods  ami  lumlior  iiroducls  lias  Increased  Mior- 
inously  iiiHi  besides  Inmbev  has  t>cen  used  as  a  sulistitute  for  other  inatertnis 
that  were  not  obtainable.  The  Immense  forests  In  the  Garpnthlans  on  the 
borders  of  Russia  and  ItoumaDia  have  Increased  in  importance.  It  ts  calculated 
that  the  forest  lu  the  part  ceded  to  Austria  by  Roumania  has  a  value  reaching 
up  In  the  billions.  The  most  snltable  procedure  for  exploiting  the  territory 
acquired  through  conquest  la  being  considered. 

-  An  interesting  business  deveiopmeiit  in  Germnnj  is  the  organization  In  npi>er 
Silesia  of  an  Erzzentral  composed  of  ore  manufacturers.  The  object  of  this  ore 
combination  Is  to  scrutinize  all  tenders  received  by  its  members  pertaining  to 
ore  or  mines,  thus  obviating  all  competition  among  the  various  members  of 
the  combination.  The  old  and  rich  trading,  shipyard,  and  shipping  firm,  Rlck- 
mers,  of  Bremen  and  HamburR,  has  organized  two  companies  with  a  small 
capital  to  carry  on  Invest igatlons,  one  for  general  business  and  the  other 
especially  for  the  ocean-flsliery  business. 


TAT  STOCK  SHORTAGE  IN  SCOTLAND. 

IConsul  II.  Abrrt  JohosoD.  Duodep.  July  22.] 
According  to  recently  published  figures  it  appears  that  the  total 
supply  of  fat  cattle  on  the  Scottish  markets  last  week,  which  num- 
bered 1,042,  was  under  the  average  for  the  week  by  2,204.  The  best 
animals  in  some  cases  realized  $18.48  per  Inmdredweight,  while  the 

fencral  range  of  prices  may  be  compared  with  $50.00  to  $■25,150  for 
rst  quality  last  year,  and-$16.53  to  $19.58  tsTftyeai-s^go.  Fat  sheep 
numbered  9,409,  as  against  the  normal  supply  of  12,839;  hogs  ran 
from  31  to  34  cents  per  pound,  as  compared  with  28  to  S^  cents  at 
this  time  last  year.  There  were  on  offer  183  fat  pigs,  compared  with 
the  average  of  842.  Those  of  the  best  quality  realized  from  17s. 
($4,18)  to  17s,  9d.  ($4.31)  per  stone;  in  the  coir^ponding  week  of 
last  year  the  range  was  from  143.  3d.  ($3.40)  to  ICs.  9d.  ($4.07). 


Order  Placed  Through  Foreign-trade  Opportunity. 

As  a  result  of  a  foreign-trade  opportunity  published  in  Commerce 
Reports,  an  American  music  firm  recently  placed  an  order  that  has 
been  shipped  and  paid  for  to  the  extent  of  $G,000, 
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'  '  FOBEION  TRADE  OPPOETTTinTIES. 

Iti'Bi-rved  iddrMSPii  mair  be  obtained  from  Ibe  Bnrenn  R 

tl»-e  ofllcen.     RcijucBt  for  oncli  opportunLty  ebould  b ,_ 

opportonllr   nnmber.     The   BarHn    does    not   tiirnlsb   ciwdlt   rating   c.    

nanoaBlblJIly  an  to  the  standing  ot  foreign  laqutrere :  tbc  uaual  precautions  sbould  be 
tnhen  in  all  raws.  Sjmbola  ;  •  Kcporlod  by  American  eon^iilat  offlrera  :  t  Rpported  by 
commerclsl  attacbfs  and  commercial  a«enta ;  t  Direct  laqulrles  rccelT«d  b;  tbe  Bureau. 
In  eonHiilorlBK  tbe  rollowlnit  •<  op»artnnltleii "  iipeelal  revard  ahBald  tw 

taHd  to  the  lana  aad  reitnlBllonB  soverulnc  "yurt   UceaacH  aad  tradlnv 


DruKB  and'cbemlcats- 



..  27OT(I 

Jutc  and  cottoVmir 

VuVpi'iei 

27 

Novoltlea 

Palntaand  va 
Steel  hoop«.. 


T.'pliolalerlQg  m 
Wire 


27292.*— A  man  of  British  natlonalitj'  who  is  at  prespnt  connected  with  fin 
iiiilK>rt  niitl  export  house  in  British  Malaya  atiil  who  hHs  spent  about  20 
years  in  the  Far  Enst.  in  conuectlou  with  furcItCQ  trade,  deslrea  to  be  placed 
Id  comuiunli:iition  with  American  mauu&ieturers,  e<(|>ortera,  and  iiuxKtrters, 
with  a  view  of  eetabtlshlng  In  the  Fur  Bast,  but  with  headquarters  In  the 
United  States,  an  agency  representing  uoncompetlUve  mannfacturera,  ex- 
porters, and  importers  of  American  goods  esolUHlvelp,  stock  of  certain  lines 
to  be  carried,  doing  au  Indent  or  order-taking  business  In  others,  and  ex- 
l)ortiDg  tin,  rubber,  tapioca,  and  other  local  products  to  and  for  his  prin- 
cipals. He  will  furnish  references  as  to  his  business  standing  and  finan- 
cial responsibility  ujion  request.  He  (iesires  Ibaf  the  Far  KnM  office  force 
be  comprised  entirely  of  American  citizens  and  that  all  furniture  and  fix- 
tures be  of  Aniei'lcan  designs. 

27293,* — A  company  in  Spain  wishes  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  Imita- 
tion leather,  plain  and  figured  plushes,  velvets,  etc.,  both  of  upholstery 
and  house  decoration,  i'l-cilit  lernis  of  from  liO  to  90  days  are  preferred. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    References. 

27294.* — ^A  man  In  Portucal  would  like  to  Import  on  a  commission  basis,  ma- 
chines of  all  kinds,  hardware,  cutlery,  and  articles  of  brass,  metal,  nicke), 
aluminum,  etc.    Correspondeiice  may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

27285.t^A  compauy  In  India  wishes  to  IwpoK  <WT*Mtm<»nd  Jute  and  cotton- 
mill  supplies.  It  also  wishes  to  reiirenent  American  manufacturers  anil  ex- 
porters of  different  products.  The  firm  especially  desires  to  receive  quo- 
tations on  the  following  products :  5  tons  of  Steel  hoops  i  Inch  by  24  B.  W. 
B.,  Tarnished.  In  coils  of  one-half  hundredweight  (not  riveted) ;  1  ton  each 
of  galvanized  wire  Nos.  6,  8,  10,  12,  and  14 ;  hexagonal  cnglikeers'  nuts 
Whltworth  thread,  f,  },  and  i  inch,  1  ton  of  each;  and  hexagonal  head 
bolts  and  nuts  Whltworth  thread,  i  by  1  inch,  j  by  IJ  Inches,  i  by  IJ  Inches, 
j  by  2  Inches,  i  by  Ij  inches.  )  by  H  Inches.  }  by  2  Inches,  )  by  2i  Inches, 
f  by  li  Inches,  i  by  1^  inches,  |  by  1}  Inches,  |  by  2  Inches,  and  f  by  2)i 
inches,  5  hundredweight  of  each  size  desired.  Terms  of  D/A  or  D/P  at  80 
days  Eight  are  desired.    Reference. 

27266. t — A  man  who  has  Just  returned  from  active  service  In  Europe  and  who 
will  be  in  the  United  States  for  a  short  time  desires  to  secure  agencies  (or 
the  sale  of  general  merchandise,  machinery,  drugs  and  chemical^,  paints 
and  varnishes,  and  novelties.  In  Australia.  He  Intends  to  leave  for  Aus- 
tralia as  soon  as  suitable  business  connections  are  made.    Reference^ 

27297.* — A  man  In  England  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  agencies  for  the 
sale  of  cigars  and  tobacco.  These  goods  are  deaircd  for  the  Belgian  Kongo 
markets.  Quotations  should  be  made  c  1.  f.  New  York.  Payment  will  be 
made  through  bank.    References. 


]To  trouble  to  bay,  cheap,  convealent,  a  real  investment — War  Sarlng  Statnpi. 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  THADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  DUREAU  Of  FOREICUJ  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMIRCE 

tkr  life  br  Ilie  SopcriaMiiikDI  tt  Documoui,  WnUnttao,  D.  C.  it  K.X  per  jcu 

No.  187         Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  August  10 


^^  CONTENTS. 


OnliMk  tot  HciicaD  crops  t 


Concrpic  brldso  lor  gt-neral  traffic  and               Thrw  montbi'  trade  of  BrlUBh 
rf —  i^_  .:jn  Africa 


Ijhor  . 


oe^SinFoV-iDBpiSn;:::::::::::::::  mt  f'?""?  prod«c.B  iai.d«i  «t  Ne«  Eng- 

CiMl  SDd  port  works  for  Milan.  Italy-  651  „  '"''  P^^^  ,""!r'°*,  ^??'-n-,V^— 7" 

Use  of  Kapok  Id  the  Uiill*d  StateB...  052  ^ocaa  acciimulatlon  Tn  the  Gold  Coast.  I 

Fre«  tarllc  fishing  Id  I'anainaD  valere.  65J  Importaor coal  Into  Braill  durliiE  Uay.  I 


OUTLOOK  FOB  HEZICAN  CBOFS  ENCOUBAOIKG. 

[Vlc«  CoDEUl  Lutbcr  K.  Zabriskle,  Meilca  Clt;,  Jul;  24.1 

El  Economista  of  July  23  contained  the  following  resumfi  of  the 
reports  regarding  the  general  Rituation  of  the  plantings  and  the 
prospects  of  the  next  crops  that  have  been  given  to  the  press  by  the 
Mexican  General  Director  of  Agriculture: 

Aguancalicntet. — Mngnlfloerit  prospwts  (or  the  com  crops,  which  will  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  lucn)  consiimpllon  Inaeniuc-h  as  the  present  plant- 
ings ore  larfter  than  any  that  have  been  iniiae  dnrlns  receut  years. 

Loioer  California. — The  wheat  liurvest  slioiihl  be  flue.  In  aildltion  the  nor- 
mal output  of  chUe  will  bti  realized  In  these  regluna  wliere  this  plant  ia 
cnltiTateil. 

Campeche. — The  usual  corn  plantings  have  been  tuade,  and  the  crop  prospects 
are  most  gratifying. 

Coo  ft  uifffl.— After  a  most  trying  drought  the  ralua  have  become  regular 
and  have  couTertcd  the  general  lu-pect  of  the  coru  aud  wheat  fields  to  what  It 
has  been  In  normal  seasons. 

Colima. — The  prospects  for  a  splendid  rice  crop  are  magnificent,  while  (he 
yield  of  beaus  (frljoies)  should  even  exceed  the  regular  harve;jt,  although  tlie 
plantings  were  made  on  a  very  small  scale. 

Mexico. — No  corn  was  planted  in  Alraoloya,  but  the  wheat  crop  will  be 
abundant ;  in  Clilniitla  both  tlie  corn  ami  wheat  crops  appear  excellent ;  In 
Jocotitlan  there  will  be  fine  yields  of  corn,  barley,  and  wheat,  tlie  area  devoted 
to  these  last  two  cereals  amounting  to  7,TtjU  hectares  for  barley  aud  2,000  for 
wheat. 

Tiuevo  LarcHo. — In  T.lnares,  Salinas  Hidalgo,  Apodncn,  Clenaga  de  Flores. 
Galeana,  and  Garza  Garcia  large  areas  of  territory  have  beea  planted  and 
tbe  general  appearance  of  tlie  crops  are  good. 

Nai/arit. — In  Tepcnra,  Ei  Soco,  Sollepec,  and  in  various  other  localfties  tbe 
plantings  have  not  t>een  so  extensive  as  in  fortucr  years,  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  draft  animals,  l)ut  in  utber  places  tbrougbout  tbe  State  tbe  cultivated 
area  has  been  Increased  and  tbe  crop  outiook  Is  magnificent.  In  Teziutlaa 
the  harvest  of  wheat  and  pi>tatoes  should  be  excellent. 

Qvintana  /foo.— But  little  wbeat  and  a  small  amount  of  corn  was  planted 
on  tbe  iBlandB  of  Cozumel  and  Mujeres,  but  as  a  whole  the  present  season's 
agriculture  in  litis  territory  appears  satisfactory. 

iSinaloa. — Bariilngnuto  shouht   yield   not    less  than    r>0,000   kilos   of  beans 

(frljoies),  a  small  amount  of  corn,  and  some  tobacco,  while  in  C'ullacan  tbere 
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sbould  be  n  harvest  o(  750,000  kilos  of  corn  and  rtO,000  kilos  of  beona  (frljoles). 
Id  other  dlstrtcU  the  cereal  and  vegetable  crops  oufrht  to  be  abunilant. 

Tabasco. — Rains  were  laddng  during  Uie  entire  month  of  May.  nirthermorc, 
locDsts  are  tbreateniDg  the  cropa.  and  the  onllootc  fs  bad. 

Ycra  Crui.— The  harrest  of  "  tonalnill "  coro,  which  ivag  planted  on  a  large 
scale  (Inrinfi  the  past  year,  will  be  good  In  certolo  reglona  ol  the  State.  The 
iriantiOKS  of  beans  (frijoles),  rice,  awl  chile  have  also  been  extensive. 

Goiuplote  details  are  lacking  from  various  Suites,  but  semioOiclally  It  ts 
known  that  the  1918  crop  outlook  Is  most  gratifying. 

CONCBETE  BBHIGE  FOE  GEHEEAL  TRAFFIC  ON  BIVES.  TAT. 
[CoDBut  II.  Abert  JobnsoD,  Duntlc?,  Scotland,  July  3.1 

The  city  engineer  of  Dundee  desires  information  in  connection 
with  the  building  of  a  new  concrete  bridge  for  general  traffic  on  the 
River  Tay,  running  parallel  to  the  present  bridge,  which  Is  exdu- 
sively  for  rsilw&y  traffic,  and  to  be  erected  on  piers,  still  standing, 
of  s  former  bndge  that  was  destroyed  some  jears  ago  hy  a 
hurricane. 

Interest  was  aroused  in  a  process  of  pnctimntic  concretii^  that 
was  referred  to  in  the  issue  of  The  Engineer  of  June  21, 1918,  which 
states  as  follows: 

The  use  of  compressed  air  for  mlxlDg  and  iiladng  concrete  Is  becoming  very 
general  In  the  United  States.  Arch  briiljies,  retaining  walls,  and  other  struc- 
tnrca  have  been  buUt  In  thla  way,  but  the  meet  extensive  nae  of  this  process 
baa  been  in  the  lining  of  tannels.  The  uiipai'utus  consists  of  an  Inverted  coae 
bntlt  of  steel  plate,  snrmonnted  by  a  cyllmlrical  chamber  in  which  worlcs  a 
flap  valve  operated  by  an  air  cylinder.  To  the  twttom  of  the  cone  ts  attncheil 
an  elbow  connected  to  the  dlstribating  pipe,  throngh  which  the  concrete  Is 
tfonveyed  to  the  form  or  mold.  The  mp;i;iui-(.'il  l>atch  of  cement,  sand,  awl  stone 
or  gravel  is  charged  into  the  mixer  tlirouKh  the  fiap  valve,  and  air  Is  then 
admitted  by  Jets  at  the  top  of  the  cone  and  at  the  back  of  the  elbow.  The 
former  Jets  force  the  diarge  down  to  the  elbow,  where  the  main  jet  drives  It 
along  the  pipe,  the  materials  being  thoronghly  miscd  and  churneil  inuring 
thefr  paaotge.  T*e  distance  may  be  as  great  as  T.W  feet.  With  stone  iiggr,egate 
.^nd  an  .fj-lnch  pipe  the  Messuce  isbould  not  fall  below  50  pounds,  -WlUi  lower 
pressnre  tfie  materials  tend  to  joll  along  the  bottom  of  the  pipe,  and,  wbile 
the  concrete  may  be  well  mixed,  It  makes  .a  dirty  pipe,  wlUch  Is  likely  to  choke 
or  dog.  The  stone  may  be  as  iarge  ng  4J-lnch  size.  Under  proper  pressure 
the  mixture  Is  violently  churned  and  carried  along  as  a  mass,  tlie  mod  filling 
voids  in  the  stone  and  cement  lllling  voids  in  the  sand.  An  elbow  or  a  length 
of  Indin-mbber  pipe  at  the  end  of  the  delivery  pipe  disdurges  the  concrete 
Into  the  forms. 

Firms  in  a  position  to  supply  the  appliance  and  equipment  re- 
quired in  this  process  of  concreting  should  commnnicate  through 
this  office  with  Dundee's  city  engineer  regarding  further  detads 
refer 


connected  with  the  project  referred  to. 


EXTENSION  OF  slo  PAVIO-BIO  aSANBE  RAILWAY. 

[Vice  Cunsut  nlchard  P.  Momua,  Bio  de  Juirelro,  Brsill,  June  25.) 

By  Deciiee  No.  13067,  of  June  12,  1918,  the  President  of  Brazil 
has  approved  the  plans  for  the  second  extension  of  the  Peixe  River 
of  the  Sao  Paulo-Kio  Grande  Railway,  which  was  provided  for  in 
Decree  No.  12479,  of  May  28,  1917.  This  extension  comprises  a 
distance  of  about  23  kilometers  (li  miles).  The  approved  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  c(»istruction  is  1,109,266  milreis  (abqut  $277^14  in 
American  currency). 
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GEBMAH  HOUSING  FLANS. 

Apart  from  tlie  devastations  of  war  in  the  extensive  baltle  zones, 
Kurope  is  faced  with  a  severe  sliortage  in  houses  on  account  of  tho 
general  oassation  of  building  operations  since  the  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties. Every  year  the  war  is  prolonged  increases  this  shortage  and 
intensifies  the  problem  that  awaits  solution  on  demobilization.  The 
British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal  of  July  25  says  that 
the  British  position  was  stated  at  some  length,  although  with  no 
finality,  in  the  recently  published  report  of  a  committee  appointed 
by  the  Minister  of  Reconstruction.  A  general  estimate  of  175,000 
houses  is  given  in  this  report  as  the  shortage  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
due  solely  to  the-cessation  of  building,  at  the  end  of  1917,  Moreover, 
additional  requirements  in  a  normal  year  are  given  as  75,000.  The 
Journal  continues: 
f  oil'tlon  In  Oerman;. 

The  position  in  Germany  was  summarized  recently  in  a  memorial ' 
addressed  by  the  National  Association  of  CommerciaJ  Employees  to 
yarious  German  Legislative  bodies.    It  stated : 

Germany,  In  tlie  last  50  years,  has  chaus«l  from  being  a  preponderantly, 
eountry-dn-elllng  people  Into  n  nntlon  of  town  dwellers.  Even  before  tlie  war 
the  housing  question  was  becomfns  acute.  The  Increase  in  population  demanded 
a  regular  yearly  anppl;  of  200,000  dwelling  houses,  75  per  cent  of  which  were 
small  houses:  but  since  the  war  bulldlns  activity  bas  been  at  a  standstill. 
During  tlie  war  umny  families  are  sharing  houses,  but  tliey  will  wish  to  go  lato 
houses  of  tbflr  own  wben  y^acc  is  signed ;  there  will  also  be  frequent  moves 
from  large  to  smaller  bouses.  Rents  must  Inevitably  rise,  and  the  fnmllles  with' 
many  children  will  suffer  most.  All  that  has  been  done  so  far  toward  remedy- 
ing the  existing  evils  Is  a  drop  In  the  ocean,  and  a  compreheDsive  system  o£ 
Imperial  housing  reform  is  required. 

Again,  the  situation  in  Berlin,  which  may  be  taken  as  typical  of 
the  ppsition  in  larger  towns,  was  dcscribe<l  in  a  speech  delivered  re- 
cently bj'the  Director  of  the  Statistical  Office  at  Schcnbergi  ifa  whicH 
he  stated : 

The  number  of  bouses  standing  empty  In  the  46  eonimunes  of  Greater  BerUn 
in  the  period  from  May.  1910,  to  May,  lOlT,  has  diminished  from  32,145  to 
24,312,  and  is  still  falling.  Soon  after  the  eud  of  the  war,  20.000  dwell- 
ing houses  will  be  required  by  soldiers'  wives  who  liave  no  home  at  present.  At 
least  another  20,000  will  be  wanted  for  the  men  who  have  postponed  marrying 
until  ofter  the  war.  Tlien  there  will  be  a  considerable  number  of  single  mefi 
returning  who  had  their  own  houses  Imfore  the  war.  Besides  this,  account 
must  be  taken  of  the  lucrease  of  the  normal  demand  from  the  young  men  who 
hove  growu  up  and  from  the  influx  of  newcomers,  so  that  In  Greater  Berlin 
during  the  first  peace  years  there  will  be  at  least  60,000  dwelllugs  required, 
which  will  atferwards  incrense  by  20,000  every  year.  This  demand  can  not 
be  met  by  emergency  expeiUents,  such  as  the  iif'e  of  gniTets  and  basements, 
old  railway  carriages,  and  baiTacks.  The  only  method  is  to  build  new  bouses 
on  a  large  scale. 

In  order  to  deal  with  the  difficulty,  the  representatives  of  tho 
municipalities  and  districts  of  Greater  Berlin  have,  according  to  the 
"  Berliner  Tageblatt,"  decided  to  bring  about  an  amalgamation  of 
the  municipalities  and  communal  associations.  Pre\ious  to  this  it 
■was  proposed  to  reopen  the  municipal  housing  bureau  which  was 
closed  at  the  end  of  J914,  but  this  was  found  impracticable  on  aci 
count  of  the  lack  of  labor  and  materiaL 
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Oeiman  Interest  In  the  Profelem. 

In  variqus  parts  of  Gennany  there  has  been  groat  activity  to  deal 
with  the  problem,  and  various  Federal  States  and  towns  are  akeady 
contemplating  many  kinds  of  improvements.  Among  these  St^es 
Saxony,  Meiiiingen,  and  Anhalt  may  be  mentioned. 

From  June  1,  1918,  the  entire  supervision  of  dwellings  in  Saxony 
is  to  be  placj?d  under  a  Government  inspector,  who,  as  also  in 
Bavaria,  will  be  directly  answerable  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior. 

On  January  9  of  this  year  the  Landtag  in  Meiningen  unanimously 
passed  a  bill  for  the  Government  control  of  dwellings. 

In  the  Duchy  of  Anhalt  a  law  to  promote  the  erection  of  small 
dwellings  was  passed  on  September  5,  1917.  This  law  authonzes 
the  Government  to  participate  financially  in  building  associations 
for  the  public  welfare,  and  places  at  its  disposal  for  this  purpose 
300,000  marks  from  the  surplus  of  the  Landrentcnbank,  if  required. 
Moreover,  it  enables  the  Government  to  give  guaranties  for  second 
redemption  mortgages  up  to  a  limit  of  90  per  cent  of  the  cost  of 
construction ,  and  up  to  a  total  amount  of  2,000,000  marks. 
AotiTitr  of  the  Towns. 

The  town  council  of  Cologne  has  decided  to  establish  a  housing 
bureau.  This  bureau  is  to  carry  on  a  house  agepcy,  with  power  to 
enforce  notice  being  given  of  empty  houses,  to  issue  housing  statis- 
tics, and  to  occupy  itself  with  the  maintenance  and  provision  of 
^...niK^^^       ^Fi^^,.   il^«».>   »i.:».«4.   ;..  t^   u^   ^n^i^^ji   u..   .^.1^.^: j:«:»^  j-l^ 


dwellings.  This  latter  object  is  to  be  attained  by  subsidizing  the 
const  r act  i(»n  of  buildings  for  the  public  welfare,  by  exerting  influ- 
ence on  municipal  building  schemes,  by  providing  cheap  buildiiu; 


land  and  money  for  buildings,  and  insuring  good  railway  communi- 
cations. 

Important  sicps  for  combating  the  scarcity  of  small  buildings  are 
contemplated  by  the  municipal  administrations  in'Municli,  ]V»igde- 
burg,  Hamm,  and  Hildburghausen.  (In  Munich  a  Public  Bflliefit 
Small  Dwellings  Co.  (Ltd)  -was  founded  in  December,  1917.) 

In  Magdeburg  various  euiergencj'  measures  have  been  taken  to 
remedy  the  dearth  of  small  dwellings.  The  schools,  whicli  the  school 
administration,  with  the  approval  of  the  Government,  has  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  flic  authorities,  have,  it  is  stated,  been  transformed 
into  small  dwellings.  Moreover,  owners  of  premises  or  shops  stand- 
ing empty  must  transform  them  into  small  dwellings,  for  which  pur- 
pose a  money  grant  will  be  made  them:  assistance  will  also  be  given 
to  public  benefit  building  societies.  In  Hildburghausen,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  State  Ministry,  the  town  has  selected  a  building  plot 
of  9  acres  for  the  erection  of  small  dwellings.  This  is  to  be  given 
on  a  99  years"  lease  to  townsmen  in  a  small  way  of  business  who  are 
in  a  position  to  build,  and  especially  to  those  returning  from  the  war. 

In  Hamm.  in  order  to  provide  small  dwellings,  se%-eral  local  in- 
dustrial concerns  and  the  municipality  have  come  to  the  aid  of  a 
building  so<'iety  established  there  for  the  erection  of  small  dwellings 
for  soldiers  'returning  from  the  war  and  for  large  families  in  poor 
circumstances  with  a  capital  of  150,000  marks  or  possibly  200,000 
marks. 

An  entirely  new  method  of  procedure  for  relieving  the  dearth  of  • 
dwellings  for  large  families  is  being  adopted  by  the  Khineland  Pro- 
vincial Insurance  Establisliment.     It  has  informed  the  mayors  and 
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ofRcials  of  the  provincial  councils  of  its  readiness  to  give  assistance 
to  a]l  towns  and  communes  of  more  than  20fi<J0  inhabitants  in  the 
maintenance  of  offices  for  supplying  dwellings  for  livrge  families  in 
poor  circumstances.  The  relief  measures  to  be  carriedout  by  these 
offices  are  to  consist  of  grants,  in  aid  of  the  payment  of  rent,  the  ■ 
supply  of  beds,  etc.  Each  case  is  to  be  exandneU  on  its  merits  by  the 
local  charitable  associations.  Should  this  new  departure  prove  a ; 
success,  other  insurance  establishments  may  adopt  similar  methods,      j 

According  to  the  "Kommunale  Praxis,"  the  municipal  council  of 
Dortmund  has  resolved  upon  the  creation  of  a  housing  office.  This  : 
authority  maintains  that  the  only  way  to  surmount  tlie  difficulties  of 
the  housing  question  is  communal  building  without  profit,  and  to  this 
end  it  is  endeavoring  to  win  over  the  large  employers  to  cooperate. 
To  accomplish  this  task,  the  council  has  founded  the  Public  Benefit' 
Settlement  Co.,  Ltd.,  with  a  capital  of  not  less  than  2,000,000  marks, : 
Proisian  HonalnK  law.  '  I 

The  first  legislative  step  in  Germany  has  been  taken  by  the  State  of 
Prussia  where  a  housing  law  came  into  force  on  April  1.  Summa-  -. 
rized,  its  provisions  arc: 

This  act  opens  up  a  field  of  new  activity  for  tlie  State  and  com- 
munes in  tlie  matter  of  welfare  work  and  housing  measures.  It  makes 
new  provisions  for  the  acquisition  of  building  land.  Special  atten- 
tion IS  paid  to  the  need  of  small  and  moderate-sized  dwellings,  and 
tlie  so-called  "  Communal  building  prohibition  "  is  confirmed  by  the 
act.  In  order  to  meet  the  need  of  such  houses  and  to  improve  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  siich  houses  and  to  improve  the  sanitary  con-  ■ 
ditions  of  building  quarters,  blocks  of  dwelling  houses  and  such  like, 
the  necessary  ground  and  sites  may  be  expropriated  until  December, 
1826.  Communes  with  more  than  10,000  inhabitants  are  bound  by, 
law  to  inspect  the  houses  and  institute  a  housing  office.  The  act 
finally  settles  that  the  sum  of  20.000,000  marlcs  will  be  put  aside  by; 
the  State  for  public  benefit  building  purposes.  '•• '  <■'■■] 

Imperial  Housing  Census.  I 

Again,  a  housing  census  of  the  Federal  States  of  the  whole  Em- : 
pire  was  taken  between  15th  and  31st  of  May.  This  applied  to  all 
communities  which,  according  to  the  census  of  December  5,  1917, 
had  a  civilian  population  of  over  5,000.  Places  with  a  smaller  num-; 
her  were  not  taken  into  account  unless  they  were  situated  in  industrial 
districts  or  were  residential  towns.  Special  importance  was  attached- 
to  the  number  of  dwellings  available  and  the  anticipated  demand,  the 
rents,  the  distribution  of  the  inhabitants  according  to  the  various^ 
sizes  of  the  dwellings,  the  number  of  dwellings  in  separate  buildings, ; 

Further,  recognizing  the  urgency  of  the  problem,  a  change  in  the; 
administrative  orgaiiization  dealing  with  this  important  matter  hasj 
been  made.  The  existing  housing  department  in  the  Imperial  Eco-| 
nomic  Office  has  been  enlarged  and  its  powers  developed,  especially, 
by  the  creation  of  the  post  of  adviser  on  housing  problems.  } 

Proposals  of  Beichstac  Committee.  i 

Finally,  according  to  the  "  Frankfurter  Zcitnng  "  the  Keichstag  i 
has  accepted  the  proposals  laid  before  it  by  the  Imperial  conmiittee. 
for  housing.    The  text  of  the  proposals  is :  % 

1.  The  Imperial  Economy  Office,  as  the  Central  Office  tot  Transition  Economy,] 
Is  to  undertake  tb«  direction  of  a  systematic  nod  comprehensive  scheme  for  pro- ', 
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Tiding  bouses  aftet  the  war,  as  well  as 'the  organ Izatlon  of  all  resources  Cortb- 
comlas  In  the  Bmplre  ^r  this  object,  botli  pabtic  and  private.  It  is  to  make  all 
uecesaary  preparations  and  take  sfeps  to  this  end  In  agreement  and  cooperation 
vrith  the  'Federal  States  and  set  matters  in  train  at  once. 

2.  Since  it  appears  Impossible  to  start  bnllding  6pa-ntions  on  the  basis  of  tJie 
cSorts  of  pelcate  indivliluals  alone,  owing  to  the  increase  In  LLe  cost  of  build- 
ing materials  nod  to  the  multifarious  urgent  claims  which  will  be  made  upon 
captal  during  the  transition  period,  500,000,000  marics  are  to  be  provided  from 
the  Imperial  Bxcheqncr  for  the  pnri)ose  of  making  bnlldine  grants  and  loans 
on  reasmablc  terms,  as  well  as  for  forming  a  guaranty  fund.  At  the  same 
time  the  t'l-dcral  Scutes  niul  communes  must  be  induced  to  participate  in  tbe 
new  building  operation  by  providing  from  their  rcsiourf^a  a  sura  at  least  equal 
to  that  provided  by  the  Imperial  Exchequer. 

Hie  InsuraDce  offices.  Including  the  siek-pay  oRices,  tbe  provincial  insurance 
companies,  the  Imperial  Insurance  O0tce  for  Employees,  and  the  cooperative 
trade  societies,  us  well  as  the  public  saving  banks,  are  to  invest  all  available 
sums  as  far  as  possible  In  loans  on  small  buildings  at  a  moderate  rate  of 

Snpply  of  Materials— AdmlnUtratlve  Arrangement. 

3.  In  consideration  of  the  shortaso  of  building  materinlg  of  nil  kinds  It  is 
nigenlly  necessary  to  set  tbe  building  materials  industry  going  again  by  the 
timely  discharge  of  laborers  from  the  army  and  by  maldng  adequate  supplies  of 
coal  available.  Tbe  buitdinj;  materials  sot  free  by  the  army  administration  are 
to  be  given  at  reasonable  prices  lo  thoKe  conmiuncs  where  a  shortage  of  honsea 
exists. 

4  Since,  Id  spite  of  the  quantities  of  building  materials  thus  made  avallabte, 
there  wltl  In  all  probability  dnring  the  first  few  mouths  after  the  war  not  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  demand,  care  must  be  takeu  thiit  all  buildin;^  should  be 
erected  in  order  of  urgency. 

S.  In  order  to  provide  accommodation  at  once  for  Ihe  homeless  suitable  resS- 
dential  hutments  must  be  erected  and  teased  at  moderate  rentals.  It  la  advis- 
able that  sncli  liutmeat  colonies  should  be  generally  established  within  suburban 
:{ones  in  the  vicinity  of  railway  stations  and  so  arranged  that  to  eacti  dwelling 
^onld  be  attached  a  vegetable  garden  and.  If  necessary,  sheds  for  poultry, 
rabbits,  etc. 

e.  Immediately  after  the  condnsion  of  pence  a  commencement  must  at  onc« 
be  made  with  the  provision  of  sanitary,  suitably  furnished,  permanent  stoall 
dwellings  as  far  as  possible  of  one  story  only.  lu  order  to  make  preparations 
for  providing  yiose  dwetJIngs  It  i^  Indispensable  that:  .    - 

(a)  Iriqiiirie.'!  sliould  lie  instituted  as  to  (he  condition  of  tbe  bousing  (|uestloD 
and  the  probable  demand  for  houses. 

<b)  In  all  places  where  a  shortage  of  liouses  is  to  be  expected  suitable  cheap 
building  land  must  be  provided  and  opened  up,  and  this  roust  be  facilitated  by 
making  available  landed  property  belonging  to  the  State. 

{c)  Buildint;  plans  should  be  prepared  for  all  the  more  Important  types  of 
small  dwellings,  e.  g.,  leasehold  and  freehold  houses,  houses  for  families  of  one, 
two,  or  more  members,  houses  for  large  families,  detached  houses,  houses  In  ter- 
races, houses  for  colonies,  houses  with  a  ^rden  and  shetl»,  corresponding  to 
the  building  usages  in  the  various  Federal  States  and  Provinces.  The  bulldlns 
regulations  for  small  and  one-storied  dwellings  should,  as  far  as  may  be  pos- 
^ble,  be  freed  from  all  conditions  tending  unnecessarily  to  increase  their  price, 
e.  g.,  directions  as  to  the  breadth  of  streets,  building  materials,  thickoess  of 
walls,  height  of  rooms,  staircases,  precautions  against  fires,  etc. 

id)  In  the  lists  of  the  men  to  be  discharged  Urst  from  the  army  at  the  end 
of  the  war,  the  en4>loyeeR  and  workmen  necessary  fur  erecting  houses  should 
lie  included. 
The  7otIUon  »t  State,  Ceauaaaal,  and  Kaiiicipal  Anthoritlei. 

T.  The  communes  or  communal  associations  are  to  be  regarded  as  competent 
bodies  for  carrying  out  and  assisting  the  future  provisions  of  dwellings.  They 
are  to  esiiend  the  money  provided  by  the  Imperial  Exchequer  and  individual 
states  either  on  buildings  of  their  own,  or  they  are  to  have  recourse  to  puUic 
benefit  building  societies,  themselves  providing  a  guaranty,  or  tn  cose  of  neces- 
sity to  private  builders.  Gnaranties  must  be  given  that  the  money  Is  expended 
for  the  public  benefit  by  local  by-laws  or  by  entering  in  a  register.  ITie  repay- 
taeat  at  toans  must  be  affected  by  a  suitably  nrranged  redeo^on  i 
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In  addition,  etforts  (o  encoiiragG  huilding  are  being  made  by  the 
publication  of  orders  relaxing  the  building  regulations  in  various 
parts  of  the  Empire,  One  order  emanating  from  the  Kriepsamt 
(War  Office),  and  is  addressed  to  the  29  suboftces  of  that  department. 
It  permits  the  resumption  of  building  operations  during  1918,  and  by- 
it  "  wherever  a  serious  shortage  of  houses  exists,  and  its  removal  ap- 
pears urgent,  building  operations  are  to  be  warmly  supported  and 
building  materials  released."  The  order  further  provides  that  build- 
ing operations  on  houses  already  begun  may  be  continued. 

With  regard  to  the  very  imixirtant  question  of  providing  work-  ■ 
men,  the  order  states :  "  The  necessary  labor  for  removing  the  short- 
age of  housing  accommodation  will  be  provided  by  the  Substitute 
and  Labor  Department.  It  is  to  be  taken  from  25  per  cent  of  the 
labor  in  the  building  industry  now  available,  and  also  from  the  ranks 
of  those  builders  wlio  are  being  slowly  released  from  their  employ- 
ment on  war  buildings." 

A  second  order  was  directed  recently  by  the  Prussian  Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Prussian  Minister  to  the  competent  authorities, 
and  provides  that  timber  suitable  for  building  purposes  from  Gov- 
ernment forests  may  be  sold  on  generous  terms  to  the  communes  and 
public  utility  associations  and  companies  for  providing  housing  ac- . 
commodation,  especially  emergency  buildings,  such  as  barracks,  etc., 
on  condition  that  its  employment  for  this  object  is  assured.  - 

CANAL  AND  FORT  WORKS  FOR  MILAN,  ITALY. 
[Weekly  BulleUn,  Canadlsn  Dcpdrlmcot  o[  Trade  snd  Commerce,  Ollmra,  July  22.1 
The  draft  of  law  regarding  the  port  of  Milan  and  the  internal 
navigation  system  from  Milan  via  Lodi  to  the  Itiver  Po  by  a  naviga- 
ble canal  and  thence  to  Venice  and  the  Adriatic  has  been  approved 
by  the  Italian  Government.    It  is  intended  to  make  Milan  an  inland 

foit  and  to  enable  the  bringing  of  goods  by  a  waterway  route  direct 
rom  the  Adriatic  to  the  commercial  centers  of  the  Provinces  of 
Venice  and  Lorn  bar  dy. 

Provision  has  been  made  in  the  law  for  the  institution  of  an  au- 
tonomous corporation  to  be  called  the  Azlenda  iwrtuaria  di  Milano 
per  la  costruzione  e  I'esercizio  del  porto  di  navignzlone  interna 
(Milan  Port  Construction  Works).  This  corporation  will  have  its 
seat  in  Milan  and  will  be  intrusted  with  the  construction  of  the  port, 
the  eventual  repair  of  the  works  and  plant,  fho  upkeep  of  the  port, 
and  the  working  of  the  same.  Tlie  definite  project  for  the  port  must 
be  presented  to  the  minister  of  public  worKs  by  the  especially  ap- 
pointed board  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  publication  of 
the  law.  The  work  will  then  have  to  be  begnn  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  the  approval  of  tlie  definite  project  for  the  port  and 
terminated  within  10  years.  The  wet  dock  nuist  be  completed  in 
two  years. 

The  undertaking  will  be  financed  by  the  State,  the  Province,  and 
Commune  of  Milan,  voluntjiry  contributions,  loans,  ta.xes,  etc.  The 
State  and  the  Province  and  Commune  of  Milan  will  contribute 
toward  expenses  45,000,000  and  1,040,000  lire,  respectively. 

[An  article  on  the  propoKetl  Milan-Venice  caual  was  publlsiicO  In  Couuerck 
Bsa^KTB  for  Sept.  15,  1917.]  \H~Kj|r 
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irSE  OF  KAPOK  Zir  TEE  VRITED  STATES. 

[Prepared  1>7  Bureau  of  Censui,  Dep&rtmcnt  o(  Commerce.] 

E&pok  is  the  name  applied  to  the  silk;  fiber  found  aroiuid  tiie  seed 
of  the  silk-cotton  tree  yEriodendron  anfractuosum).  This  tree  i? 
found  in  all  tropical  countries  and  is  very  abundant  in  Jara,  which 
furnishes  a  large  part  of  the  comipercial  supply. 

The  seeds  of  -the  silk-cotton  tree  are  about  the  size  of  a  pea  and 
resemble  the  seed  of  tlie  cotton  plant,  being  similarly  enveloped  in  a 
mass  of  silky  fibers.  These  fibers  are  hollow  in  structure  and  in  a 
mass  have  a  buoyancv  almost  equal  to  that  of  cork.  On  account  of 
their  shortness  and  orittlenoss  they  can  not  be  spim  into  tlirea^. 
For  transportation  about  500  cubic  feet  of  space  are  required  for  a 
ton  of  kapok,  as  packing  tighter  than  this  is  detrimental  to  the  fibeis. 

Kapok  is  imported  into  the  United  States  in  large  quantities,  prin- 
cipally from  Java,  and  is  used  as  filling  for  mattresses,  pillows, 
ci^ions,  and  life  preservers  of  various  kinds,  and  as  an  apholstery 
material. 

stocks  of  Fiber  Owned— Consnnptlon  Dnrlnff  1917. 

The  Census  Bureau,  at  tlie  request  of  the  war  boards,  issued  a  ques- 
tionnaire to  ascertain  the  amount  of  kapok  fiber  owned  by  importers 
and  dealei-s  and  by  manufacturers  in  the  Unit«d  States,  and  to  locate 
these  stocks.  The  statistics  of  kapok  compiled  by  the  Census  Bureau 
comprise  the  data  furnished  on  22  schedules  returned  by  importers 
and  dealers  and  291  returned  by  manufacturers  in  the  United  States. 
These  schedules  were  received  at  the  Census  Bureau  during  June. 

The  total  stocks  of  kapok  reported  as  owned  May  1,  1918,  by  estab- 
lishments in  the  United  States  were  10,133,409  pounds.  Of  thi's 
amount  2,845,017  pounds  were  on  hand ;  1,832,456  pounds  in  transit 
in  the  United  States  or  Canada;  1,683,026  pounds  m  transportation 
on  the  high  seas;  and  3,773,000  pounds  still  abroad,  principally  in 
Java.  ' 

The  consumption  of  kapok  fiber  in  the  United  States  amounted  to 
8,472,830  pounds  in  1917,  compared  with  5,815,041  pounds  in  1916,  or 
an  increase  of  45,7  per  cent.  The  consumption  from  Januair  1  to 
May  1,  1918,  was  reported  as  2,648,890  pounds,  and  the  estimated 
quantity  required  for  the  remaining  eight  months  of  1918  was 
8,743,765  pounds,  or  an  anticipated  increase  of  34,5  per  cent  over 
1917. 

Of  the  kapok  consumed  in  1917,  5,022,370  pounds  were  used  for 
making  309,007  mattresses;  1,777,378  pounds  for  pillows,  cudiioss, 
and  pads;  237,730  pounds  for  206,900  life  preservers  of  various  kinds^ 
and  1,435,352  pounds  for  various  other  articles. 
locattoB  of  EstabllshmeiLts  Vsing  Kapok. 

Manufacturing  establishments  located  in  Kew  York,  New  Jersey, 
and  Pennsylvania  together  reported  3,901 ,903  pounds,  or  65.9  jwr  cent 
of  the  whole  amount,  owned  by  manufacturers  on  May  1,  1918.  New 
Jersey  reported  by  far  the  largest  amount  shown  by  any  State.  Of 
the  New  England  States,  Massachusetts  reported  the  largest  amount, 
306,288  pounds.  From  the  central  section  of  the  country  741,900 
pounds  were  reported  by  Illinois  and  Ohio,  most  of  it  being  own«d  in 
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TUinois.    On  the  western  coast,  California  manufacturers  owned 
664,710  pounds. 

The  quantities  given  as  reported  by  the  Sfates  mentioned  above  are 
stocks  of  172  plants  and  amounted  to  5,674,801  pounds,  or  34.4  per 
cent  of  the  entire  quantity  of  Itapok  reported  as  owned  by  manufac- 
turers in  the  United  States. 

Of  the  total  pounds  consumed  between  January  1  and  May  1, 1918, 
these  172  establishments  reported  2,362,910  pounds,  or  S9.2  per  cent, 
while  of  the  estimated  consumption  for  the  entire  year  1918  they 
reported  10,012,172  pounds,  or  03.1  per  cent.  This  is  a  slightly  larger 
proportion  of  the  entire  consumption  than  was  reported  by  these 
States  for  the  years  1917  and  191C,  those  being  90.5  per  cent  and  90.2 
per  cent,  rosjiectively. 
Kattrcsies  the  CUcf  Product— ConinmptioQ  by  Btates. 

These  plants  manufactured  more  of  the  fiber  into  mattresses  than 
any  other  article.  There  were  285,419  mattresses  weighing  4,392,642 
pounds  made,  while  1,615,223  pounds  were  made  into  pillows,  cush- 
ions, and  pads,  and  237,730  poimds  into  life  preservei-s.  All  the 
kapok  used  for  life  preeeners  was  reported  by  these  States,  the  great 
majority  of  it  being  used  by  manufacturers  in  Kew  Jersey, 

Below  is  given,  by  States,  the  amount  of  kapok  owned  by  manufac- 
turers on  Rfey  1, 1918,  and  the  consumption  of  the  fiber  for  1916, 1917, 
and  the  first  five  months  of  1918,  also  the  estimated  consumption  for 
the  May-December  period  of  1918: 
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FBEE  TUETLE  FfSHHTG  IN  PANAHAK  WATERS. 

[CoDBul  GcDcrol  AlbiD  (i.  SnT<lpr,  TaDaiDa  City.  July   13.] 

The  President  of  Pannzna,  i^tating  that  it  was  liis  desire  to  facili- 
tate in  every  way  po^ible  the  securing  of  the  prime  nccei^sities,  now 
rendered  difficult  by  war  conditions  and  the  eiiiDurgo  placed  on  food- 
stuffs by  the  United  States,  the  chief  source  of  supply  for  Panama, 
issued  a  decree  on  May  C  last  permitting  free  turtle  fishing  in  lUl 
waters  of  the  Republic,  provided  previous  permission  be  obtained 
from  the  respective  local  autliorities. 


According  to  recent  official  returns,  tlie  population  of  Italy  is 
36,681,491.  ,  , 
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BRAZIL'S  TRADE  FOB  FIRST  TEREE  HONTHS  OF  1918. 

[Vlco  Consul  Richard  P.  Momsen,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  June  16.1 

The  total  vnliie  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Brazil  during  the  first  three 
months  of  1918  was  approsimat«ly  $115,000,000,  as  compared  with 
$121,000,000  for  the  same  period  of  1917.  The  decline  is  attributable 
to  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  exports,  which  amounted  to  but 
$61,230,000  from  January  1  to  March  31  of  this  year,  as  compared 
with  $76,090,000  during  the  same  period  of  1917. 
Coffee  Slilpmeiits  Show  Heavy  Decline. 

The  decrease  in  coffee  shipments  is  especially  perceptible.  But 
1,775,000  bags  were  shipped  this  year,  as  compared  with  3,276,000 
in  191i,  4,856,000  in  1915,  3,407,000  in  1916,  and  2,962,000  in  1917. 
The  total  coffee  values  were  reduced  by  almost  50  per  cent  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  1917,  which  difference  alone  accounts  for  the  de- 
crease in  exports  of  approximately  $15,000,000.  The  Central  powers  ■ 
have  been  entirely  shut  off  from  their  Brazilian  source  of  supply  to 
obtain  coffee — an  important  consuming  market  made  no  longer  avail- 
able to  Brazil — and  shipments  to  the  United  States  and  other  coun- 
tries have  been  difficult  due  to  the  scarcity  of  tonnage  to  move  the 
stocks  on  hand  at  Santos,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  \  ictoria,  and  in  the  interior. 

The  average  price  per  bag  of  coffee  of  60  kilos  (132  pounds)  during 
the  first  quarter  of  1918  was  37  paper  miireis,  as  compared  with  40 
niih-eis  in  1917. 
'  Heat  ExportE  Show  Aottvity.  '' 

Although  the  quantity  of  chilled  beef  exported  during  the  first 
three  months  of  1918  fell  slightly  below  that  of  1017,  the  gradual 
rise  of  prices  of  cattle  show  a  substantial  increase  in  the  total  value 
received— from  $3,819,000  in  1917  to  $4,292,000  in  1918.  The  quan- 
tity forl918  was  15,750  metric  tons,  a  very  good  showing  considering 
t6e  fact  that  in  1914  the  export  trade  in  tliis  important  food  pWfluct 
was  nil,  and  that  the  trade  only  commenced  to  be  established  m  1915. 
The  principal  consumer  of  Brazilian  chilled  beef  is  Italy,  and  a  large 
part  of  these  transactions  are  being  financed  in  England.  The  chief 
port  of  shipment  is  Santos. 
Trade  in  Hides  Suffers.  ""'"'  ■•-;—  .  i   ■ 

Due  principally  to  the  lack  of  bottoms,  and  because  of  the  unfavor-  - 
able  conditions  of  the  hide  market  in  the  United  States,  Brazilian 
shipments  of  hides  declined  from  nearly  11,000  tons  for  the  first  three 
months  of  1916  to  but  slightly  more  than  5,000  tons  for  the  same 
period  in  1918.  In  spite  of  the  very  great  decrease  in  exports,  the 
average  value  per  ton  was  practically  double  that  during  1914,  and 
slightly  higher  than  the  average  price  during  1917.  Eecent  communi- 
cations from  southera  Brazil  indicate  that  thousands  of  tons  of  hides 
are  awaiting  shipment,  and  that  they  are  spoiling  for  want  of  carry- 
ing facilities.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtainmg  finished  leather 
from  foreign  sources,  Brazilian  tanneries  are  increasing  their  pro- 
duction, and  whereas  until  recently  practically  only  sole  leather  was 
manufactured,  domestic  tanneries  are  now  turning  out  leather  for 
uppers  for  the  shoe  industry,  for  saddles,  and  other  leather  goods, 
Tluj  trade  in  skins,  which  is  principally  from  the  States  of  Bahia 
and  Pernambueo  and  adjoining  States,  declined  in  about  the  samQ 
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proportion  as  that  of  the  hide  trade,  but  this  is  perhaps  due  more  to 
the  demand  of  local  tanneries  than  to  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities. 
Hoiifranese  Stocki  Fermltted  Normal  Trade— Bnbber  Shipments. 

Although  the  transport  of  manganese  ore  over  the  Central  Bail- 
way  was  suspended  in  February,  and  has  only  been  resumed  very 
recently,  the  esport  during  the  first  three  months  of  1918  amounted 
to  107,619  tons.  The  ability  to  maintain  the  exports  to  the  figure 
mentioned  was  due  to  the  stocks  on  hand  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  when  the 
Government  railway,  through  lack  of  coal,  was  obliged  to  suspend 
its  shipments  of  ore.  New  manganese  deposits  have  recently  been 
opened  in  the  State  of  Bahia  and  these  operations  are  being  carried 
on  very  successfully. 

The  shipments  of  rubber,  the  chief  product  of  the  Amazon  Val- 
leyj  and  the  second  most  impoitant  product  of  Brazil,  showed  a 
serious  decline,  which  were  less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  amount  ex- 
ported in  191T,  The  chief  reason  for  tlie  falling  off  in  this  trade  is 
the  lack  of  tonnage  between  Para  and  the  United  States, 
Trade  in  Other  Braztlian  Prodaets. 

The  exportation  of  Brazilian  gold  was  entirely  shut  off  by  rea- 
son of  an  embargo.  Practically  all  the  cotton  is  consumed  by  do- 
mestic mills,  and  there  is  at  present  a  great  shortage,  caused  largely 
by  the  pink  bollworm  attacks  on  the  crops  in  the  north.  Bice  ex- 
ports amounted  to  3,136  tons,  due  to  large  purchases  of  the  Allied 
Governments.  Exports  of  cacao  practically  remained  normal  with 
nearly  11,000  tons  shipped  during  the  three  months  period.  Man- 
dioca  flour  reached  the  unprecedented  figure  of  9,832  tons. 
Figures  of  Exports. 

The  quantity  of  the  principal  exports  from  Brazil  during  the 
first  three  months  of  1918,  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 
the  preceding  four  years,  follows:        ;v«*J'l.-f*,    ,  .11         .J, 
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The  value  of  the  principal  exports  for  the  three  months  periods 
follows:  ,  -  I 
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Imports  Sbow  Decreaie  In  Quantity  but  Increase  in  Valnei.  -  ^ 

The  total  r|uantity  of  imports  amoiintt'd  to  416,429  t«ns,  which  ig  . 
coiisidcinbly  less  thun  dmiiig  either  of  the  thi-ee  preceding  years  and  ' 
considenibly  le&s  than  50  per  cent  of  the  tonnage  during  1914.  At  the  ' 
same  time,  owing  to  the  increased  cost  price  of  mercliandisc  of  every;  ; 
description  and  the  natural  tendency  to  avoid  the  importation  of  . 
bulky  meixhandise  of  a  relatively  low  value  in  view  of  high  freight 
rates,  the  total  vohie  of  imports  was  gi-eater  tlian  during  any  of  the 
preceding  three  yeai-s. 

The  quantity  (in  metric  tons)  and  values  of  imports  during  the 
first  tln-eii  months  of  the  past  Hve  years  follow : 
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PORTUGUESE  BABX  IN  BRAZIL  OFEHS  NEW  BRANCH.  t 

rVke  Coiigut  RkbarU  P.  Momeon,  Klu  6e  JaDclri>.  Brazil,  Jul;  l.J  ' 

The  Banco  Nnciomil  Ultraraarino,  a  Portuguese  bank  with  head 
ofRccs  at  Lisbon,  having  a  branch  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  has  just  opened 
another  branch  at  Campos,  State  of  Eio  de  Janeiro,  the  center  of  one 
of  the  most  important  sugar-producing  districts  of  Brazil.  This 
additional  branch  was  authorized  by  presidential  decree  No.  13033, 
:  of  May  29,  1918,  MiV^k 
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THBEE  HONT^'  ZBAD£  OF  BRITISH  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

There  was  an  increase  of  about  $4,600j000  in  the  value  of  the 

imports  of  cotton  manufactures  into  Brtish  South  Africa  during 

the  first  three  months  of  1918  compared  with  the  corresponding 

Seriod  ii\  1017,  according  to  the  Monthly  Trade  Koport  of  the 
atioiial  Bank  of  South  A'frica,  Some  of  the  other  important  im- 
ports show  a  decrease,  while  others  show  an  increase.  The  value  of 
the  exports  of  British  South  African  products  (exports  of  minerals 
such  as  gold,  copper,  etc.,  not  included)  show  a  small  increase — 
from  $31,066,782  for  the  first  three  months  of  1917  to  $33,052,342  for 
the  same  period  this  year.  The  figures  as  given  in  the  Monthly 
Trade  Eeport  are  as  follows,  the  value  being  in  potmds  sterling 
;(f  l=$4.8(i) : 
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LABOB  MABKET  IN  QEBHAITT. 

lOonsul  OeDeral  Albert  nalslcnd,  Stockbolm,  SwedrD,  Jaly  5.1 
The  Swedish  officii]  publication  called  Social  Beports,  No.  5, 
quotes  from  a  German  publication  a  report  on  employment  in  Ger- 
many in  March,  of  which  the  following  abstract  is  given:  ; 
'  The  slek-relief-funds  ncconnts  for  emplo.veit  members  on  April  1  show  a  de* 
crensfi  In  ineu  emiiloyed  sltice  March  1  of  G,l-C,  or  0.1  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  an  Increase  of  1.0  per  cent  during  the  same  raontb  In  1917,  while  womeo 
employees  Increased  by  4.313,  or  0.1  -per  ceut,  as  compared  with  an  increase 
of  1.3  per  cent  in  March  of  the  previous  year.  For  all  members  the  result  was  a 
decrease  of  1,813,  or  lens  than  0.1  per  cent  During  March,  lOlT,  the  wliole 
number  of  employed  slck-reliof-fund  members  Inereiised  by  1.2  per  ceut  It  la 
stated  that  work  done  by  war  prisoners  lias  not  Influenced  the  results. 

or  1.17(1,387  accounted  members  of  36  labor  organizations  at  tbe  end  of 
March  lO^iOC,  or  0.0  per  cent,  were  without  work,  compared  with  0.8  per  cent 
In  the  prevlons  month,  and  1.4,  2.2,  3.3,  and  2.S  per  ceut  In  March,  1917,  1916, 
1915,  and  1914,  respectively. 

In  March  for  every  100  vacant  sitimtlons  for  men  (hern  were  56  applications 
received,  as  complied  with  58  in  February,  1018,  and  for  women  85  applkai 
tions  for  every  100  vacancies,  as  compared  with  03  In  February.  ^ 


FISHERY  FR0DUC1S  LAITDED  AT  NEW  ENOLANS  FOBTS  DVBINQ 
JUNE. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  issued  a  statistical  bulletin,  Ko.  418, 
giving  statistics  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  fishery  products  landed 
at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  by  American 
and  Canadian  fishing  vessels  in  June,  1918.  The  fishing  fleet  land-i 
ing  fishery  products  at  these  ports  during  tho  month  inchided  268 
steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessels  landed  at  Boston,  221  trips, 
aggrc^ting  8,726,872  pounds,  valued  at  $562,073;  at  Gloucester, 
170  trips,  aggregating  9,720,443  pounds,  valued  at  $463,831 ;  and  at 
Portland,  318  trips,  aggregating  5.885.904  pounds,  valued  at 
$147,579 ;  a  total  of  712  trips,  and  24,333,219  pounds  of  fresh  and 
salted'flsh,  havings  value  to  the  fishelrmen  of  $1,173,483.'  '     '  ' 

These  receipts  included  nine  trips  landed  by  Canadian  fishing 
Tes,sels,  three  at  Boston  and  six-at  Portland,  aggregating  1,096,149 
pounds,  valued  at  $36,467. 

COCOA  ACCtnCULATION  IN  THE  GOLD  COAST. 

[CoDEul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Seucgal,  Jane  10.] 
A  journal  published  at  Accra  states  that  "over  15  large  cargd 
boats  would  be  required  to  convey  to  Eiu'ope  or  America  the  cocoai 
that  has  been  plucked  and  is  now  lying  in  the  stores  of  shippers. 
This  even  would  give  only  a  remote  idea  of  the  quantity  of  beans  on 
hand.  Probably  it  would  be  more  accurate  to  say  that  20  vessels 
should  be  chartered."  _  ^ 

Imports  of  Coal  into  Brazil  During  Hay.  ^ 

Vice  Consul  E.  P.  Momsen,  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  reports  that  the 
arrivals  of  coal  at  that  port  during  May,  1918,  amounted  to  35,439 
metric  tons  (metric  ton=2j204.6  pounds),  compared  with  34,625  tonS 
in  1917  and  56,314  tons  in  1916.  Of  these  total  imports,  23,800 
metric  tons  were  supplied  by  the  United  States  in  1918,  23,833  tons 
in  1917,  and  38,969  tons  in  1916.  The  remaining  amounts  wer§ 
imported  from  Great  Britain, 
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rWSlVX  TRAIXE  OIPORTUHITIES. 

iiwi  Ififl  aMcttHS  B»r  Iw  oblalnel  tmm  tb«  Ba 
tlv«  aBeca.     Reqnat  for  encb  oppfirtfliiItT  ■ 

reeixailbillt;  as  to  tbf  stsndlDir  of  foreign  loqulr-rs:  the  usual  prprnnllons  shooM  be 
taliL'n  In  all  tssea.  Sjiaibuls  t  •  E*t>i>ridd  bj  Amirlran  coasular  officer* ;  f  llpportnl  By 
comtDprclal  Hitachi's  nail  i  .iiiinirrcial  Qgt'QlG;  (  UlriTt  IniiQiri™  rcceiveii  Ijj  the  Bureau. 
!■  camridrrliiff'  thr  f«IIsiTti>tT  "opiiartnnlilFfi "  apcclal  rrKarU  alieald  fee 
hMM  4a  thr  lavra  Had  Fefrwiatfana  iroTcritlBS  pxvvrf   Alee^wn  itiid  tFadlnff 


Mlnrralolls 272(10 

Naplhaleue  ImIIb  and  urjatals ST300 

Kaplbol 27^00 


Bo«t  iDd  sbot  flndlngi 

2-:mW 

SnBar._ 2T260 

Sulphate  of  ammoala ST301 

Sulphur a730p 

EUkcncn  WBEE . ^4'>vro   j    TpltilcS-„, ^- — _- — _» — 27303 

LarO 2720!>      ToUoero 2721)0 

luthcr 272S8  1   Totb . 27303 

27298.* — An  agency  is  desired  by  a  mnn  In  Fronce  foi'  the  sale  of  steel  ond 
asbeebK.    Cwre^vondence  mny  be  in  Bnglisti.    Iteferences. 

2739ft* — A  ffrm  1b  Swltjwrlnncl  wonlil  like  to  secare  an  agency  for  the  8«le  or 
tobfteco,  cocoa,  sngar,  cotton,  petroleum,  lard,  nilDeral  oils,  lenther,  coppei-, 
anij  bendtie.  Cash  wHI  be  paid.  CorreRpondence  may  be  in  EBgltsli. 
Referwxies. 

27300." — 4  company  fn  Coylon  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  tor 
tbe  sale  ot  naphthalene  balls  and  crystals,  phenol,  carbolic  acid,  aniline 
dyes,  lndij!o,  acetic  acid,  direct  colors,  sulphur,  aniline  colors  ond  products, 
oil  colors,  naphthol,  Infts,  methylene  Wne,  etc.  If  necessary  payment  will 
be  made  by  contirme<l  credit  port  of  shipment  against  ship's  bill  of  lading. 
Cornepimdeace  may  be  in  EngllBb.    References. 

27301.* — A  man  In  Spain  wishes  to  purchase  outright  and  secure  agencies  for 
the  sale  of  <nilphatc  of  ammonia.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish 
or  fSwcIi.    Beferences. 

27302.* — An  agency  is  desired  hy  a  firm  In  Italy  for  the  sale  of  large  quantities 
of  lead  pencils;  coivinv  pencVls,  atcel  peuK,  peuhoUors,  and  gemrkl  star 
tionery.     Catalogues  mil  samples  are  desired  direct  from  mnnufactuirrs.  , 
Credit  will  be  opened  through  Kew  Tork  bank.    Corre^wndence  may  lie  in  | 
ETnglish.     References.  ^ 

27303.*— A  firm  In  South  Africa  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agaicy  lor 
the  sale  of  geueral  merchandise,  including  toys,  kitchen  ware,  and  women's 
hosier?  and  underclothing.  Payment  will  be  made  by  letter  of  credit  ■ 
References.  i 

27304.* — An  cxclDsive  agency  Is  desired  by  a  aua  In  Snltzerlaod  for  the  sale  of  I 
textiles,  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  and  manufactured  goods.     Correspond-  . 
■    ence  may  be  in  English. 

27305.* — A  man  In  France  wovld  like  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  leather 
goods.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Reference.  I 

27306.* — An  acency  Is  Jeslretl  by  a  man  In  Italy  for  the  sale  of  boot  and  shoe  | 
Undines  of  nil  kinds.  Correspondence  should  be  !n  French  or  Italian.  ! 
References.  I 

27307.* — A  wholesale  deal^  in  Spain  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure  an  aeenc7  ' 
for  the  sale  of  froaea  BalsKm  preserved  in  tins.  Payment  will  be  made  ' 
against  shipping  docnmentB.  Correspoiulencc  may  be  id  English.  ReC-  , 
ereoce.  I 

27308.* — A  Arm  in  Ceylon  Is  in  tlie  market  for  acetic  add,  rilric  add,  glycerin,  j 
caustic  soda,  anil  carbolic  acid  for  medical  purposes.  Large  quantities  are  I 
desired.  Payment  will  bo  made  by  conGrmctl  credit  iwrt  of  shipment  i 
against  ship's  bill  of  lading.  If  newssnry.  Correspondence  may  be  In  ' 
English.    References.  --.  , 
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FR0F03AIS  FOB  007£BinCE]>rr  StTPPLIES  AKD  CONSTBTTCTIOK. 

tCorreopondcnce  sliniild  bo  d1r<>ct  witb  tbe  oOlcea  nnm^,  and  BpnrlQaitloni  aiul  otb«r 
laiarraatloii  can  iifiially-  bv  olitalnpd  at  tbe  polaln  nherc  tht  KOods  are  to  be  delivered 
or  tbe  work  In  to  be  perroruied.  Id  CMt^  \ibt^ie  the  tlmi*  Ilmtl  Is  tno  Bbort  to  permit 
Orms  to  submit  teadctH.  tbcj  nhoiild  orIc  to  be  plare.)  on  the  malMni;  [IMb  of  sucb  oBlcci 
to  receive  outiceB  calling  for  (ulure  Kupplies  or  work  ot  a  similar  aalure.] 

Priitting  preen.  No.  5301. — Senled  proposnls  will  be  received  hy  the  Superin* 
tcntlecLt,  U.  S.  Coust  Survey,  205  New  Jersey  Avenue,  SB..  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  August  12,  1918,  for  furnishing  mnterlnis  nod  Inbor  necessary, 
to  construct  and  liiKtall  a  motor  driven,  rotary,  self-feeding,  offset  press, 
with  printing  surface  approximately  30  Ijy  50  inches,  equipped  with  extm 
pet  of  grain  rollers  In  nddition  to  normal  roller  equipment  (equal  to 
Monitor)  for  115  volt  D.  C.  service,  complete  ou  press. 

Ltghthouiie  cquipmenU.  No.  5362.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  reeelvetl  by  thd 
IJghthotise  Superintendent.  341  Post  Office  BulldlnB,  Detroit,  Mich.,  until 
August  27,  lOlS,  for  furnishing  materials  as  follows :  24,000  linear  feet 
piling  for  wharf  at  Detroit  TJgbthouse  Depot;  81  tons  reinforcing  steet. 
wharf  nt  Detroit  LlgUthouse  Depot;  2  oil  engine  driven  air  compressors  for 
Harbor  Beach  fog  signal ;  2  oil  or  gasoline  engine  driven  direct  current  250 
volt,  3J  kilowatt  electric  generating  sets  for  Keweenaw  Waterway  Ligbt 
Station, 

Dishes,  No.  53G3. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply, 
Depot,  U.  S.  Array,  Washiugton,  D.  C,  until  August  15,  1918,  for  furnish- 
ing aud  delivering  5,000  wlilte  enamel  hand  basins.  2,000  white  enamel 
buckets,  ir>.000  white  enamel  cups,  6,000  vegetable  dishes,  2,000  enamel 
funnels,  1,000  seamless  enamel  pitcliers,  and  10,000  meat  platters.  Circu- 
lar Ko.  853. 

Canal  construction.  No.  5.W4.— Sealetl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  o( 
the  v.  S.  Bwlnmntion  Service,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  until  Octol)er  1,  1918,  for 
the  construction  of  canals  on  the  Rio  Grande  project,  involving  about  63,800 
aibic  yards  of  eKcavatlon. 

Piping  »]istcms.  No,  5363.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  o( 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Departiuent,  Washington,  D.  C..  until  August  Id, 
1918,  for  furnishing  and  Installing  piping  systems  for  the  distribution  of 
high  and  low  pres-sure  hydrogen,  oxygen,  and  acetylene  for  the  structnral 
shop  and  the  foundry  at  the  navy  yard,  PliHadelphia,  Pa.  Speeiflcationa 
No.  3215. 

IMal  icork  nittf  glana.  No.  5366.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Lighlhouses,  Washington,  D.  C,  imtll  Soplember  4,  1918,  for 
furnishing  and  delivering,  complete,  all  the  metal  work  aud  glass,  etc.,  for 
Point  Borlnquen  Light  Station,  P.  R. 

Oil  pipe  line.  No,  5367.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Bureau  o( 
Yards  nod  Docks.  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  19, 
1018,  for  furnishing  and  installing  a  fuel-oil  pipe  line,  incUidiug  the  neces- 
sary valves,  fittings  and  accessories,  and  an  oil  storage  tank,  at  the  U.  S. 
Army  Quartermaster's  Terminal  Piers,  Bush  Bluff,  Norfolk,  Va.  SpeciQ- 
catlons  No.  32-10. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTREAU  OF  FOKEION  AND  DOHESTIC  COMMERCE. 

COOFEBiTITB  OFFICES.  ^1 

CLEVELlXIt:  Ckambcr  at  CoMneire, 
CIKCrVNAII:  Cbinbtr  ot  CaBH«re«. 
CLNCINNATI;  etntral  Frtlght  Aftat,  Soatktn 

BilliHr,  D«  iBfilli  BnUdlBR. 
LOB  UlflELEHi  Cbiabrr  at  CoBUifn*. 
PBILIDELFBIA :  Ctaanbtr  ol  CoHBitm. 
POBTIAKD,  OBEO.:  Cbuabcr  af  CoaauTCC 


DIBTBICI  OFnCES. 
KEW   rOBK:    IH  CartanhoiH. 
BOSTON:  IBOl  CudoDlieDiF. 
CHICiGO:  104  F(dr»I  BnlldlBg. 
ST.  LOIflBl  Its  Tklrd  NbIIobiI  Btak  Bi 
HEir  OBLEIIIS:  lOiO  Hlbernla  Baak  Bi 
nm  FBlNCISGOt  SOI  C«lonboiie, 
BEiTTLB:  S48  Bearr  BaildiBS. 
VATTOS :  fiieatct  Baiton  AuaelatloB. 


A  country  wortli  flehtine  for  is  a  country  ivortli  saving  for.    Bnj  Thrift 

Btamps,  ^ 
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ADDITIOHS  TO  THE  EXPOHT  CONSEBVATION  LIST. 
The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  E. 
19U),  the  addition  of  the  following  commodities  to  the  export  con- 
servation list,  effective  August  10,  1918:  Oevadilla,  honey,  and  saba- 
dilla.. 

APPLICATIONS  FOE  EXPOSTATION  OF  COTTONSEED  OIL. 
The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  niling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
194)  that  it  will  now  consider  applications  for  the  exportation  of 
i-ottonseed  oil.  Applicants  should  file  their  applications  on  Form  X. 
Licenses  issued  under  this  ruling  will  expire  on  October  1,  1J>18, 
Inasmuch  as  applications  for  renewals  of  expired  licenses  issued 
under  this  ruling  may  not  be  granted,  exporters  should  take  every 
precaution  to  insure  that  the  cottonseed  ml  is  exported  (see  W.  T. 
B.  R.  152,  June  -.^9, 1918)  prior  to  October  1, 1918. 

BRITISH  EXPORT  EMBABOO  CHANGES. 

The  American  consul  general  at  London  has  reported  by  cablo 
of  August  7  a  number  of  changes  in  the  British  embargo  list.  The 
class  of  prohibition  is  indicated  by  the  following  symbols:  (A)  Pro- 
hibition to  all  destinations;  (B)  prohibition  to  all  destinations 
except  British  possessions  and  protectorates ;  (C)  to  all  Rnssinn  portu 
and  to  all  European  ports  except  those  of  the  allied  countries  and 
Spain. 

Items  added  to  the  list  are  as  follows : 

(A)  Coke-oven  carbon;  pUch  cnrlion ;  nmmnnla  and  Ita  units,  simple  or  com- 
pound, and  mixtures  tliereof ;  barimu  sulplinto  and  mlxtui-es  thereof;  synthetic 
Indigo ;  sodium  bicarbonate ;  ;trHti'B  nnd  rettlstera  for  hetitlng  eod  component 
parts;  leutber  gooOe  as  fuUows:  Military  nrlicles  of  personal  eqiiipmeat,  ban- 
UollHrs,  l>elta,  laces,  pouches;  nicotine  ami  oomiHninda;  veeotabli;  tar. 

(C)  Acid-reslMtlBg  apparatus  and  piirts  thereof  made  of  <iuartz;  natural 
Indigo. 

The  following  old  items  are  removed  from  the  list : 

(A)  Liqnefled  amraonln;  nnimonia  liquor;  ammonium  alum  nnd  nilsturoa 
thereof;  ammonium  carbonate  and  mixtures  thereof;  ammonium  chloride, 
including  muriate  of  ammoula  and  eal  aoimoolac  and  mixtures  contaluias 
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these  sobstanccs;  ammonium  nitrate  aad  mixtures  thereof;  ammoolnm  per- 
chlorate  and  mixtures  thereof;  ammooioni  snlphate  and  Hulpliocyanjde ;  barium 
sulphate;  natnral  and  sjntltetlc  indigo;  nickel  ammoninm  snlphate  and  vlx:- 
torcB  tliereof. 

(B)  Ammonia  and  itfl  salts,  whether  simple  or  eompoDDd,  ei<?ept  such  as  are 
prohibited  to  all  dcsLinatJous;  leutlier  goodit  »b /oHowa:  Military  articles  of 
Itersonal  equipment,  hauduliers,  belts,  laces,  pwiclies;  vegetaltle  tur. 

(C)  Sodium  bicarbonate. 

[lirltlEh  lto»rd  of  Trade  Joaraal,  Julj  4.] 

Ezpcot  EmbarpMS  of  Jnty  2. 

An  order  in  council  of  July  2  provides  for  the  followiog  amend- 
ments in  and  additions  to  the  embargo  list  of  May  10,  1917,  as 
cbanged  by  later  orders.  The.  syiiiboL=;  used  arc  those  shown  above 
and  the  headings  added  to  the  list  are  as  follows: 

<A>  Binoculurs  and  their  component  parts;  Ixtne  l>l«ck;  materials  and  tools 
used  in  the  immufscUire  of  hoots  and  shoes,  viz,  cutters,  drivers,  ereleta, 
groovers,  and  hooks;  bristles;  brooms  iind  brnslios;  I'Hpsicuin,  incliMliiig  OblD- 
resln  of  captUcum;  compasset;  (utlier  than  shigts'  ooiuiMiHses)  and  their  com- 
ponent parts;  diatomite  or  iiifUMiriiil  earth;  fleUl  F:lasiios  and  their  component 
parts;  fenogreek  seed:  eutterlnt;,  catA  Iron,  and  cnst-iran  (gutter  fittin(,'s  and 
connections;  lieltopruphs  auil  Hieir  component  iJarLs;  hollow  ware,  wrought, 
made  wh<^l,v  or  partly  from  iron  and  steel  sheet  or  irtate,  vie,  hotlle«  (empty), 
Itrasiers,  cans,  measures,  scooiis,  pails,  pann.  riddles,  slilpe,  troogha  and  trunkal 
cisterns  and  tauts,  dometlc  utensils,  fountains,  Ituds,  seed  lit^^^rs;  Itoma, 
animal,  and  articles  mnnufactoi-ed  tlierefiocn  In  which  the  total  weifiht  ot 
horn  esceerts  50  per  cent  ot  the  total  wi'tsrlit  of  the  article;  iron,  oxides  of,  and 
mi.fture.s  containing  li-on  •■•xirtes;  niiulifiil  Instrunients  and  their  component 
parts;  dgnretle  paper;  paraffin  was  nnil  niiiturc*  aad  (M«paratious  tliereof 
containing  20  i>er  cent  and  ii]i\vfliil:j  of  i>iin<tlln  wax,  but  not  incliidhag  waxed 
paper;  pipes,  cwt  Iron,  and  enKt-iron  iil]>p  fliriturn  and  connet-tions ;  tvinilimenhi 
(except  teble  salt)  not  otlterwjse  siiedfically  prohibited;  tea,  tncludiag  tea 
ivaste,  SK'eepiaga.  dust  and  Bute,  whether  deuutured  or  uot;  raUiatora  nwiai- 
facturert  of  (.■aat-iron  iii(>es ;  siennas,  spices  luid  mixtures  thereof,  not  otlier- 
wise  speciflwtlly  prohibiled;  wood  tar;  telescopes  and  their  coiujionent  jiarts; 
tbeodoliles  and  tiieir  component  parts;  tinplete  and  artlrtea  wholly  or  partly 
made  tlterefrom  (not  otherwise  spiKifically  prwhihlted),  via,  etnpt;  receiitaclea, 
etnpl?  bottles,  cans,  meesure.s.  |>ols,  paus,  tins  and  bowls,  laioie.  bnk^-,  daitr, 
and  domestic,  utensils,  .«pp  imetefs  and  compoucut  part*  thereof;  uinber; 
vanillin,  vanilla  and  vanilla  ]K>ds. 

(B)  Paper  and  cartlbnard  (InclndlnR  strawltoard,  p.isleliriard.  millboard, 
and  wood-ptilp  board  >  and  niflniifattnros  of  paper  and  cardboard,  not  other- 
wise specifically  prohihiled;  fin,  mainifacturcs  of,  not  oilicrwlse  speciflrtilly 
prohtt)lted. 

(C)  Yerhu  Mat£  (Paraguayan  lea). 

The  following  headings  are  removed  from  the  list : 

(A)  Biuoculare;  dandy  brushes:  loothbi-U!:Iies ;  capsienui,  oleo-reMn  of; 
compasses,  other  than  F:h1ps'  cuiuiMsses;  field  glas-ses;  beJiosraphs;  uautlfsl  In- 
struments; parafiUi  wax;  cast-irou  pipes;  tea;  spices  and  niii^tures  ttiertof; 
telescopes;  theodolite.''. 

(B)  Materials  and  tools  used  in  the  manufacture  of  Ijoots  antl  shoes,  vie, 
cutters,  drivers,  e.vclets,  croiivers,  hoolts:  hristies;  eapsicum;  fenuCTeek  seed; 
wood  lar;  tin,  manufactures  of  (excejit  hollowwnre,  tin  plates,  and  receptacles 
made  wholly  or  partly  from  tin  plates). 

<0)  Boue  bhK'k;  brooms  nnd  brushes,  not  otlterwiae  sfiecifiaiUj  proliiblted; 
aloe  Juice;  ir<Hi,  oxides  of;  paper  coated  wltli  gelatine;  paper.  JupaAese  tjaane 
and  similar  cellulose  t>aper,  wliellter  In  titc  piece  or  roll  or  cut  into  shapes  for 
domestic  or  «ther  uses ;  coaJdiutents  (except  table  salt)  not  ottm^rrtae  pro- 
hibited; vanillin,  vanilla  and  vauiUn  pods. 

[Consol  id  sited  lists  of  Britisli  export  and  import  profaibitioos,  cor- 
rected to  June  10,  have  been  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
D<Nnestic  Commerce  as  Tariff  Series  No.  89,  which  is  sold  for  5  cents 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Doeuments,  Washington,  D.  C.j  and  bj  the 
'district  offices  of  the  Bni-eaii.] 
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CHAHGES  DT  EZf  OBT  CONSiSVATIOH  LIST. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  ruling  .(W.  T.  B.  E.. 
190)  the  addition  of  the  following  commodities  to  the  export  con-i 
servation  list,  effective  August  12,  1918; 

ObaiDS,  anchor. 

Ctolb,  ns  follows:  Presii,  made  of  humnn  bnir  nnil  nil  nnlmiil  htilrs. 

Electrotypes  (IndlTldual  licenses  not  required  to  Canndn  nnil  Newfoimdlnnd). ' 

Hair,  as  follows:  Horse.  DianufuctureH  uf;  Uunian,  maniifnctures  of;  liuuaD, , 
raw ;  press  clotbs  made  of  buniau  Iiuir  aod  all  animal  tiairs. 

Horse  hair,  manufactures  of. 

Human  hair,  as  followe:  Manufacturer  of  raw. 

I.lucu  and  articles  manufactured  therefrom,  X-2. 

Press  cloths  made  of  human  hair  and  all  auimal  taairx. 

The  tnodiflcation  to  the  export  conservation  lint,  as  shown  Iwlciw.  has  been 
adopted,  also  effective  Aucust  12,  1918.  Item  listed  In  column  1  inclu<les  the 
new  modification  aud  should  be  substituted  for  the  correal londlng  item  In 
column  2: 


CiiUimn  J. 

Cohimn  2 

[Effective  Angiist  12,  1918.1 

[Export    CO 

servntlon    list, 

July    10, 

Instnimentii.  aa  follows:  Surgical  (in- 

1918.1 

dividual    licenses    not    required    to 

lusCrumeiitK 

surgical. 

Canada    and    Ke\vfo midland    when 

consigned  to   hospitals  and  tJoveru- 

meut  oniclnis). 

ALLOTUENT  OF  TAIWAN  CAUPHOB  POB  UNITED  STATES. 

(Ciinsul  Mai  D.  Ivlrjassoff,  Taltokii,  Taiwan.]  ' 

The  Monopoly  Bureau  of  the  Taiwan  Government  informs  this 
office  that  the  allotment  of  camphor  for  the  three  months  of  Julj', 
August,  and  September,  1918,  would  be  3,900  piculs  for  the  celluloid  ' 
manufacturers  and  COO  piculs  for  the  camphor  refiners  of  the  United  ' 
States  (1  pieul=133i  pounds).  This  is  exactly  the  amount  allotted 
for  the  piist  three  months  of  April,  Mny,  and  June,  1918.  but  in 
announcing  the  nllotnient  this  time' the  following  conditions' al'e 
specified: 

1.  Xo  monthly  allotment  is  specified,  the  amount  of  shipment  dur- 
ing the  throe  months  to  be  at  the  seller's  option. 

2.  The  seller  reserves  the  right  to  cancel  all  or  part  of  the  eon- 
tract  should  production  decrease  throujih  unexpected  causes,  or  should 
tonnage  be  unavailable,  or  if  import  into  the  United  States  is  re- 
stricted or  prohibited. 

3.  If  permission  to  import  is  necessary,  &liipment  will  be  suspended 
until  such  permission  is  obtained. 

Beginning  with  the  July  shipment,  the  selling  price  will  be  ad- 
vanced 10  shillings  per  hundredweight — from  252  shillings  to  202 
shillings — owing  to  an  increase  in  export  charges. 


UBUGUATAN  LOAN  FOR  CONSTBUCTION  OF  CONOBESS  BUILDINa. 
[Craig  W.  Wadsworib,  cbargl>  d'aEalrca  ad  Interim,  Montevideo,  June  IT.] 
A  law  has  been  passed  by  the  Uruguayan  Congress  and  promul- 
gated by  the  Executive  Power  authorizing  the  latter  to  is.sue  an  in-, 
ternal  loan  up  to  the  amount  of  $4..500,600  Uruguayan  gold  for  com- 
pleting the  construction  of  the  Congress  Building  at  Montevideo. 
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EXPOET  OF  F00DSTDIT8,  ETC.,  TO  BBITISH  AST)  7SEVCH  WEST 
AFRICA. 

The  War  Trade  Board,  after  consultation  with  the  British  aod 
French  Colonial  Governmonts  affected,  announces  in  a  new  ruling 
(W.  T,  B.  K.  188)  that  arningements  have  been  consummated,  effec- 
tive on  and  after  September  1,  1018,  whereby  licenses  will  bo  issued 
for  the  exportation  of  a  limited  quantity  of  foodstuffs,  fodders,  and 
feeds  to  the  following  Britisli  and  French  WeEt  African  colonies: 
Gambia.  Dnhomef. 

Gold  Coast.  Ivory  Coast. 

.  Nigeria.  French  Congo. 

Sierra  Leoiio.  Fronch  Guinea. 

Togo)  and.  Senegal. 

Prospective  importers  in  these  colonies  will  be  required  to  obtain 
the  approval  of  the  governors  of  their  respective  colonie.=5  for  all 
orders  for  foodstuffs,  fodders,  and  feeds. 

Exporters  in  the  United  States,  making  application  for  export 
licenses  for  tlie  shipment  of  foodstuffs,  fodders,  and  feeds,  wUl  be 
required,  on  and  after  September  1,  1918,  to  attach  Supplemental 
Information  Sheet  X-117  to  tlio  regular  Application  Form  X,  and 
state  thereon  that  they  liold  a  bona  fide  firm  order,  dated  subsequent 
to  Julv  1,  1918,  from  the  consignee  named  in  the  application  for  the 
quantity  of  the  commodity  specified  thereon,  and  that  such  order 
has  been  duly  approved  by  the  governor  of  the  colony  of  destination 
named  in  the  application. 

No  licenses  to  export  tlie  following  foodstuffs  to  British  and  French 
West  African  colonies  will  be  granted  by  the  War  Trade  Board  until 
September  1,  1918: 

Wbeat  flour.  Picliled  pork. 

CaoDed  beer.  Oleomargarine. 

Pickled  beef.  Lai'd  compound. 

Other  beef.  Cottonseed  oU.  .  j 

Canned  porlt.  Sugar. 

All  applications  now  on  file  with  the  War  Trade  Boai'd  for  licenses 
to  export  the  commodities  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  list  will  be  can- 
celed forthwith  and  applicants  will  be  duly  notified  of  such  cancella- 
tion. New  applications  for  such  licenses  should  not  be  filed  until 
September  1,  1918.  Prior  to  September  1,  1918,  applications  for 
licenses  to  export  commodities  other  than  those  mentioned  in  the  list 
set  out  above  may  be  filed  as  heretofore  and  the  same  will  be  con- 
sidered without  regard  to  the  new  procedure  described  above.  On 
and  after  September  1,  1918,  this  procedure  becomes  operative  with 
respect  to  all  applications  to  export  foodstuffs,  fodders,  and  feeds  to 
these  colonies. 


HIGH  FREI&HT  RATES  OH  BRAZILIAH  COFFEE  FOR  ITAIY. 

(Vice  Consul  RUIianl  P.  Monispn,  Rlu  He  Jartiro,  Brazil,  July  0.] 

Freight  rates  from  Brazilian  to  Italian  ports  have  been  rising  to 
formerly  unheard  of  figures.  Recently  the  rate  has  been  as  hi^  as 
1,200  milreis  per  ton  (approximately  $300),  or  more  than  double  the 
rate  charged  up  to  but  a  short  time  ago.  The  freight  on  each  bag  of 
coffee  of  60  kilos  is  therefore  about  t5  mUreis  ($18.75  in  AmerSym 
cuiTcncy). 
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ONTASIO  SVOAB-BEET  LABOBEBS. 

[CouKOl  FeUi  S.  S.  JohUBOQ,  Kingston,  Cani^li,  Jul;  2t.I 

On  Ontario  farms  where  sugar  beets  are  grown  are  to  be  found 
four  classes  of  labor,  represented  by  Belgian  beet  workers,  Mexicans, 
Canadian  farmers,  and  Canadian  school  boys. 

The  Belgian  beet  worker  is  the  most  efficient;  he  has  worked  in  the 
sugar-beet  fields  since  he  was  a  lad  and  is  inured  to  the  heavy  task. 
His  short-handled  rake  works  incessantly  blocking  and  thinning;  as 
beets  must  be  left  in  the  ground  eveiy  8  inches,  the  remainder  must 
be  raked  out  to  allow  full  gi-owth  to  those  that  ai-e  still  in  the  ground. 
At  work  the  Belgian  is  a  picturesque  figure,  with  his  blue  overalls 
and  cap,  always  stooping,  his  arms  steadily  and  uninterruptedly 
swinging,  raking,  cutting,  and  brushing  aside.  Alongside  him  works 
his  wife,  and  Hie  daughters,  old  enough  to  periorm  the  ta^k.  Work- 
ing so  rapidly,  the  Bt'lgiari  can  block  and  thin  an  acre  of  sugar  beets 
in  a  day. 

The  Mexican  sugar-beet  worker  is  a  new  type  of  labor  in  Canada ; 
in  fact,  these  men  have  ne\-er  been  eniijloyed  at  this  kind  of  work 
anywhere  before.  The  Dominion  Sugar  Beet  Co.  has  about  23,000 
acres  of  sugar  beets  under  cultivation,  and  requires  a  large  force  of 
men  and  women  to  loc^  after  growth  to  produce  20,000  or  25,000 
tons  of  sugar.  Under  these  circumstances  the  company  was  per- 
mitted by  the  Canadian  Government  to  import  a  number  of  Mexi- 
cans. The  Mexican  does  not  accomplish  so  much  work  as  the  Bel- 
gian; he  can  block  and  thin  an  average  of  only  2  or  3  acres  a  week. 
Their  industry  and  enthusiasm  seem  to  prove  the  assertion  that  the 
Mexican  peon  is  a  good  worker  when  given  proper  working  condi- 
tions and  the  right  incentive  to  labor. 

A  series  of  10  or  12  tents  and  a  manjuee  are  the  quarters  of  the 
Canadian  boys.  These  camps,  which  are  about  ^)  or  C  miles  apart, 
are  the  centers  from  which  the  boys  go  out  to  work  in  the  beet  fields. 
iVVhen  they  have  completed  their  task  in  one  particular  section  they 
move  everything  somewhere  else.  Boys  working  in  the  fields  are 
generally  supervised  by  the  fanner  who  owns  the  land  and  is  grow- 
ing the  beets  for  the  company.  The  boys  work  in  communities ;  they^ 
get  so  much  per  acre,  and  tko  pixK-eeds  of  their  labor  is  equally  di- 
Tided.    They  pick  their  own  gangs. 

The  sugar  company,  discus,<ing  its  e.\perience  with  hoys,  states  that 
it  is  considering  the'  advisability  of  continuing  to  engage  boys  for 
work  in  the  sugar-beet  fields  as  a  permanent  policy.  It  is  found 
that  they  do  the  work  well,  although  naturally  thoy  are  not  so  quick 
as  the  Belgians,  It  means  much  for  the  boys,  wlio  can  earn  as  much 
as  $2.50  to  $3  a  day, 

OBOWIH  OF  ItAUAN  TBANSFOBTATION  COHFANIES. 
[Wcehl;  BulIetiD,  Csaadlan  Dopartment  of  Trade  and  Cammeice,  Ottawa.  Julj  £2,1 
The  number  of  Italian  transportation  companies,  the  railways  ex- 
cluded, increased  from  181  on  December  31, 1913,  to  209  on  December 
31,  1917,  while  the  paid-up  capital  of  such  companies  inci-eased  from 
336,639,000  lire  to  792,799,000  lire  in  the  same  period-  The  average 
dividend  in  1913  was  4,05  per  cent  and  in  1917  4.40  per  cent,  and  the 
average  dividend  of  the  navigation  companies  alone,  which  amounted 
to  about  6.05  per  cent  in  1913,  rose  to  7.70  per  cent  in  1917. 
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CBOP  COITDITIOBS  TS  OBSAT  BAITAIirr 

ICoDSifl  General  Bobert  P.  SklDner,  London,  Eoglana,  jQly  t3.1 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  its  report  for  June  cm 
agricultural  conditions  in  England  and  Wales  states  that  the  weather 
was  generally  cold  and  dry,  and  the  lack  of  moisture  checked  growth, 
particularly  on  light  soils.  Wheat  promised  to  be  tho  best  of  the 
cereal  crops;  it  had  made  good  progress  and  was  coining  well  into 
ear.  In  some  districts  spring  wheat  had  suffered  from  the  drought. 
The  yield  in  nearly  all  districts  was  expected  to  be  over  tho  average. 
Barley,  for  the  most  part,  looked  well  but  had  suffered  from  tho 
absence  of  rain,  particularly  on  sandy  soils,  and  was  not  expected  to 
;ive  an  average  yield.  Oats  were  not  so  promising  and  had  suffered 
rom  the  drought  and  wireworm,  and  the  yield  is  likely  to  be  below 
average.  Straw  was  generally  short.  Beans  and  peas  were  satis- 
factory and  should  give  an  average  crop.     The  report  continues : 

Potatoes  have  come  up  well  end  arc  strong  and  healtliy,  Uiougb  the  growth 
bas  bccD  retarded  by  tlie  cold  weather  and  the  lack  of  ralu.  There  Is  ¥ery 
little  mention  ot  disease,  oad  the  yield  Is  espectetd  to  be  nbont  BvernEc. 

Turnips  and  swedes  have  Buffered  rroni  th*  dry  weather  and  attacks  of  "  fl/." 
A  good  deal  faae  had  to  be  resown,  and  germlniitioD  Is  ba<^WHrd  In  these  &ntia. 
Mangolds  have  nlao  suffered  from  the  same  causes,  and  (he  yield  js  likely  tg  be 
substantially  below  the  average. 

The  hay  harvest  Is  Ecnerally  earlier  than  usual,  and  much  hns  been  secnred 
under  favorable  circumstances  and  In  good  condition.  The  yield  of  seeds  hay 
is  ilitely  to  be  about  average,  but  that  of  meadow  hay  slightly  under  average. 

Grass  has  been  fairly  plentiful,  but  pastures  are  now  Kettiag  bare  aad  rain  la 
badly  required.  Stocks  are  In  a  healthy  condition  and  for  the  most  part  doing 
well.    In  some  districts  the  supply  of  ml!b  Is  fa1iln(!  off. 

The  cold  nights  and  lack  of  rain  have  retarded  the  growth  of  hops,  and  tb« 
bine  is  very  backward.  Attacks  of  aphis  have  been  very  prevalent,  and  washing 
has  been  general.  The  yield  in  Eeut  is  only  expected  to  be  about  threes uarters 
of  a  crop,  and  In  the  western  counties  but  little  more  than  half  tho  averase. 

All  classes  of  orchard  fruit  have  done  badly  owing  to  early  frosts  and  Insect 
attnclra,  and  In  many  districts  the  crops  lire  fnllures.  The  yield  of  apples, 
plums,' and  pears  Is  likely"  t<>  be  very  small,  but  cherries  promise  a  UtUe  better, 
although  much  beluw  the  average.  The  jleld  of  emuU  fruit  of  all  kinds  Is  alao 
IkIow  overage. 

The  supply  of  labor  Is  generally  deficient,  but  the  shortage  has  to-some  extent 
been  relieved  by  the  esnpioyment  of  women,  soldiers,  and  Oeminn  prisoners, 
while  the  fine  weather  has  enabled  the  bay  hanreet  to  t>e  proceeded  with  rapidly. 

Summarizing  tlic  returns,  and  expressing  an  average  crop  by  lOO,  tlie  condi- 
tion of  the  crops  on  July  1  indicated  probable  yields  per  acre,  which  may  be 
denoted  by  tlio  following  percentages:  Wheat,  103;  barley,  38;  oats,  95;  bewis, 
101;  peas,  99;  potatoes,  100;  mangolds,  A3:  seeds  hay,  99;  meadow  hay,  97; 
hops,  70. 

[Consul  HutUB  Fleming,  Edinburgh.  July  II. I 

Ct«p  Protpeoti  In  Seotlaad. 

In  its  report  for  June  (issued  July  9)  the  board  of  agriculture  for 
Scotland  .says  that  the  weather  was  abnormally  dry  during  the  first 
half  of  the  month.  While  the  drought  had  a  serious  effect  on  the 
turnip  crop  and  on  cereals  growing  on  light  land  and  on  stiff  clay, 
the  cereals  on  medium  soils  do  not  appear  to  have  suffered  to  any 
verj^  great  extent,  wliUo  potatoes  generally  made  good  progress.  The 
cutting  of  hay  began  early,  and  the  crop  is  a  light  one.  The  weather 
suited  wheat  bettor  tlian  it  did  the  spring-sown  cereals,  and  the  crop 
is  quite  satisfactory;  on  present  appearances  the  yield  is  expected  to 
be  fully  an  average  one.  Barley  generally  grew  well  in  the  northern 
and  northeastern  counties,  but  in  Perth  and  the  Lothians  its  growth 


COMMEKCE  REPORTS.  567 

.__''" 

IWas  seriouslj;  checked  by  the  drought.  So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  es- 
Itimate  the  yield  at  present,  the  produce  of  the  crop  will  be  some- 
Sfhat  below  the  average.  Oats  almost  everywjiere  present  a  varied 
appearance  in  accordance  with  the  q^uality  of  the  soil.  The  crop  is 
generally  healthy,  but  on  poor  land  it  is  stunted,  and  everywhere  it 
requires  rain.  As  in  the  case  of  barley,  its  present  condition  points  to 
s  yield  under  the  average.  Potatoes  are  favornbly  reported  on  ex- 
icept  in  a  few  districts.  Fly,  frost,  and  drought  iiave  combined  to 
make  turnips  and  swedes  the  worst  crop  of  the  season.  In  the  north- 
eastern and  eastern  counties  they  made  little  growth.  Mangolds,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  healthy  and  vigorous,  an<l  promise  at  present  a 
fully  average  yield.  The  cutting  of  hay  is  well  advanced.  Clover  is 
deficient  almost  everywhere.  The  estimates  of  the  yield  of  hay  vary 
'considerably,  but  on  the  whole  "  seeds "  hay  will  probably  be  de- 
ficient by  10  to  15  per  cent,  while  meadow  liay  promises  a  somewhat 
better  yield. 
Conditiou  ol  LWe  Stock.  --^•■^r  .-.-^'  j— .- 

The  reports  on  grazing  cattle  are'practirally  all  to  the  effect  that 
up  to  about  the  middle  of  June  they  throve  remarkably  well,  but 
that  the  exhaustion  of  the  pastures  was  later  beginning  to  tell  on 
their  condition.  Much  the  same  is  true  of  dairy  cows,  which  are  be- 
ginning to  fail  in  milk  in  a  nuinber  of  districts.  Sheep  on  arable 
farms  have  done  well  on  the  whole,  but  they  have  suiTered  more  than 
usual  from  maggots,  and  the  lambs  are  not  in  such  good  bloom  as  is 
looked  for  at  this  time.  Hill  sheep  have  thriven  particularly  well,  as 
the  hill  pastures  have  as  yet  suffei-ed  less  from  drought  than  the  low 
ground.  The  lambs  are  making  good  progress,^ and  the  clip  of  wool 
IS  heavy. 

EXPORTATION  OF  CANNED  BEANS. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in- a  new  riiling  (AV.  T.  B..  E.. 
187)  that  applications  will  now  be  considered  for  licenses  to  export 
canned  beans  which  when  packed  had  at  least  17  per  cent  moisture 
content.  The  attention  of  canners  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
necessary  to  secure  special  permission  from  the  United  States  Food 
Administration  to  purchase  such  beans  for  the  purpose  of  canning. 

Applicants  for  licenses  to  export  such  canned  beans  should  state 
on  Application  Form  X,  in  answer  to  question  No.  5,  that  the  beans 
covered  by  the  application  were  of  at  least  17  per  cent  moisture  con- 
tent when  packed,  and  applicants  should  furthermore  state  on  Sup- 
plemental Information  Sheet  Form  X-1  that  tlie  packers  of  these 
beans  have  secured  the  permission  of  the  United  States  Food  Ad- 
ministration to  purchase  the  beans  for  the  purpose  of  canning. 


Statistical  Seports  Prepared  by  Bureau. 

Special  statements  have  recently  been  compiled  by  the  Division  of 
Hesearch,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  on  the  imports 
of  butter  paper  into  New  Zealand  by  countries  of  origin  for  the  years 
1913  to  1916 ;  and  on  the  imports  and  exports  of  stockings  by  Swit- 
zerland in  1913  and  1916. 
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THE  SHEEP  ASH  WOOL  IHIITrSTBT  OF  aiTEEHSIAin). 

[Conaul  Luclen  N.  SuUlTan,  Newcastle,  Aiislralla,  June  6.] 

The  possibilities  for  the  development  of  pastoral  industries  are 
greater  in  Queensland  tlian  in  any  other  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Australift.  At  the  present  time  Queensland,  with  an  area 
of  429,120,000  acres,  or  670,500  square  miles,  is  the  largest  cattle  dis- 
trict and  should  in  time  be  also  the  largest  sheep  district. 

In  the  past  there  have  been  many  very  large  holdings  of  territory 
controlled  by  syndicates  or  individuals.  Some  of  these  holdings  com- 
prised thousands  of  square  miles  of  territory,  but  they  are  now  being 
cut  up  into  much  smaller  divisions,  and  the  total  number  of  sheep  is 
much  larger.  Statistics  show  that  in  18C0,  at  which  time  the  hold- 
ings were  very  large,  there  were  only  3,166,80-2  sheep  in  the  State, 
whereas  in  1914  the  number  had  increased  to  23,129,919, 
Queensland  Capable  of  Halntainlng  Larger  Tlocki. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  10  :icres  of  land  covered  with  natural 
grass  will  sustain  one  horse  or, one  cow  in  normal  times,  and  5 
acres  of  the  same  kind  of  land  will  maintain  one  sheep.  These  condi- 
tions, however,  could  be  greatly  improved;  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  an  expert  in  the  matter  of  sheep  raising,  if  planted  grasses 
were  grown  on  those  parts  of  Queensland  near  the  coast,  and  the 
areas  stocked  with  small  classes  of  British  breeds  and  crossbreeds, 
the  land  would  be  capable  of  maintaining  three  sheep  to  1  acre. 
There  are  many  thousands  of  British  breeds  and  crossbreeds  now 
being  raised  in  close  proximity  to  the  coast. 

Farther  inland,  as  for  instance  in  the  Darling  Downs  district,  it 
has  been  demonstratad  that  when  the  holdings  are  divided  into 
smaller  areas  the  land  will  support  one  shc<'p  to  an  acre.  From 
these  figures  it  is  estimated  that  there  should  be  a  total  of  about 
70,000,000  sheep  in  Queensland.  The  fact  that  there  could  be  main- 
tained many  more  sheep  tliaaithere  are  nowiin  the  State  is  shown  by 
the  increa:^e  in  the  mimlier  of  sheep  from  20.2S9.6;(a  in  1891  to  more 
than  23,000,000  in  1914. 

There  are  good  years  and  bad  ones  in  the  State,  just  as  there  are 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  but  the  bad  seasons  in  Queensland  usually 
do  not  Inst  more  than  one  or  two  years,  and  though  the  State  suffers 
much  loss  in  time  of  drought  the  recovery  is  very  rapid. 

It  is  noticeable  that  whereas  there  were  in  1914"more  than  23,000,000 
sheep  in  the  Stnt«  there  were  only  nlwut  ir),r)00,000  in  1916.  This 
decrease  was  due  largely  to  the  heavy  di-onghts  in  1914-1.'!  and  to 
the  grent  amout  of  frozen  mutton  shipped  to  Lurope  since  the  pre*nl 
war  oegan. 
Principal  Cattle  and  Sheep  Rancliei. 

While  mo^t  of  thf  cuttle- raising  holdings  dojiot  contain  more  than 
10,000  to  00,000  acres,  there  are  still  some  which  contain  thousands 
of  square  miles. 

The  Warentia  ranch  in  central  Queensland  has  an  area  of  5,000 
square  miles,  and  it  is  said  to  be  the  largest  in  the  Commonwealth. 
There  are  on  it  to-day  more  than  100.000  sheep,  but  formerly  it  was 
only  cattle-grazing  ten-itory. 

Most  of  the  grazing  country  is  held  on  long  leases  from  the 
Crown,  but  there  is  also  a  large  amount  of  land  occupied  as  free- 
hold by  wealthy  companies.  /  -   ^,-inlr 
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Some  of  the  larger  sheep  ranches  in  Queensland  arc  as  follows,  the  i 
number  of  sheep  on  them  being  given  for  the  year  1916;  Welishot 
(Hlfracombe  district) ,  central  Queensland,  141,174  sheep ;  Milo  (Ada- 
Tale  district),  southwestern  Queensland,  136,951  sliecp:  Dart  River  , 
(Long  Reach  district),  central  Queensland,  127,000  sheep.  There  are  1 
8  sheep  ranches  carrying  more  than  100,000  sheep  each,  12  with  more 
than  80,000,  and  there  are  many  carrying  from  40,000  down  to  a  few 
thousand. 
Harket  Prices  During  IBIT  and  IBIB. 

The  figures  given  below  are  market  prices  at  the  beginning  of 
1918  for  merino  and  Biitisli  breeds  of  sheep  for  stocking  purposes: 
Merino— Flock  ewes,  $C.08  to  $7.30  per  head;  wethers,  $5.11  to  $7.30; 
lambs  and  hoggets,  $3.C5  to  $4.87;  Bock  rams,  $15.33  to  $-25.55. 
British  breeds — Flock  ewe-s,  from  $9.73;  flock  rains,  from  $25.55. 
Stud  rams  range  from  $102.20  to  more  tlian  $4,$l>0.50.  High  prices 
are  often  paid  for  the  merino  strain. 

Some  or  the  high  prices  realized  for  sheep  in  the  Brisbane  fat  stock 
market  during  1917  were:  Merino-rWethers.  $8.27  to  $14.11  per 
head;  ewes,  $3.47  to  $10.34.  Crossbreed— Wethers,  $8.52  to  $13.88; 
ewes,  $7.85  to  $11.03 ;  lambs,  $7.36  to  $10.91.  Quotations  in  the  market 
changed  considerably  from  month  to  month  as  far  as  high  prices  were 
concerned.  The  average  price  for  fat  sheep  in  the  Brisbane  market 
is  from  10  to  11  cents  per  pound  in  addition  to  the  value  of  the  skins. 
Consequently  sheep  with  full  fleece  or  fleece  partially  grown  bring 
much  higlier  pricas  than  those  which  have  been  shorn.  As  high  as  18 
cents  per  pound  has  been  realized,  but  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war 
the  average  price  was  only  about  8  cents  per  pound. 

The  following  weights  are  the  averages!  for  fat  sheep  dressed:  Me- 
rino— Wethers,  50  pounds;  ewes,  40  pounds;  hoggets,  35  pounds;  and 
lambs,  32  pounds.  Crossbreed— Wethers,  5.5  pounds:  ewes,  45  pounds; 
hoggets,  40  [M>imds>;  and  lambs.  35  poiunds.    , 

It  has  been  stated  by  persons  familiar  with  the  butchering  trade 
that  the  weights  given  above  for  fat  stock  are.  those  considered  most 
desirable,  not  only  by  butchers  but  also  by  the  public.  These  weights, 
however,  are  not  the  lajjklimit,  as  sheep  considerably  heavier  are 
often  sold  in  the  local 'ai^kets. 
Shearing  Done  ij  Hacbinerj.  ' 

When  it  is  time  for sheaiiiig,  the  flocks  are  gathered  and  driven  to 
pens  near  the  shearing  sheds.  The  shearing  is  now  done  by  ma- 
chinery, either  electrically  or  steam  driven.  Formerly  it  was  done  by 
hand,  and  the  recor<]s  made  by  some  of  the  most  expert  shearers  have 
not  been  exceeded  by  tlie  machines.  But  the  system  of  shearing  by 
machinery  is  more  etficiont  in  general.  It  is  on  record  that  a  number 
of  the  sheep  shearers  in  the  State  have  handled  more  than  200  sheep 
in  one  day. 

One  of  the  most  up-to-date  shearing  sheds  in  th'I'jSbmmonwealth 
is  that  of  the  Isis  Downs,  in  the  Isisford  district,  central  Queensland, 
where  there  arc  50  shearing  stands.  The  largest  woolshed  in  the 
Commonwealtli  is  the  Tinnenburra,  in  the  CunnamuUa  district,  south- 
western Queensland.  It  has  100  stands.  Other  large  sheds  are  Darr 
Kiver  Downs,  Long  Reach  district,  central  Queensland;  Wellshot, 
mfracombe  district,  central  Queensland;  Lome  and  Northampton 
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Downs,  Blackall  district,  central  Queensland;  Portland  Downs,  Tsis- 
f ord  district,  central  Queensland ;  Warenda,  Boulia  district,  north- 
(jrn  Queensland ;  Oondooroo,  Winton  district,  nortliern  Queensland ; 
and  Milo,  Adavale  district,  southwestern  Queensland.  At  each  one,  of 
the  above-mentioned  woolsheds  more  than  100,000  sheep  are  sheared 
during  the  season.    Most  of  the  shearing  is  done  under  contract. 

The  small  grazers  send  their  sheep  to  the  woolsheds  located  on  the 
large  ranches  which  may  be  near  to  them.  About  100  hands  are 
employed  on  a  large  sheep  ranch  at  shearing  time.  The  shearing 
season  lasts  from  January  to  December,  but  many  sheep  raisers 

? refer  to  have  the  clipping  done  in  the  spring  or  in  the  autumn. 
he  early  shearing  is  considered  desirable  in  order  to  avoid  an 
excessive  amount  of  burr  in  the  wool. 

In  earlier  days  sheep  shearers  traveled  about  the  country  on 
bicycles,  but  now  motor  cars,  trucks,  and  motorcycles  are  in  general 
use.     Shearing  pays  very  well,  and  shearers  who  nt-e  economical  are 
often  able  to  take  up  land  of  their  own  after  a  few  yeiirs. 
Fixed  Wagro  for  Employees  at  Woolshsdi. 

On  June  28,  1917,  the  Arbitration  Court  of  Australia  fixed  the 
following  scale  of  wages  for  employees  at  woolsheds  to  be  in  force 
for  the  period  of  three  years  from  that  date:  For  sliearing  wethers, 
ewes,  and  lambs,  $7.30  per  hundred;  for  shearing  rams  over  6 
months  old  (except  special  stud  rams)  and  ram  stags,  $14.00  per 
hundred;  and  shearing  stud  ewes  and  their  lambs  (except  special 
stud  ewes),  $9.12  per  hundred. 

Shed  hands  are  paid  $14.60  per  week  and  found  for  adults,  $9.12 
per  week  and  found  for  boys  18  to  21  years  of  age,  and  $7.30  per 
.week  and  found  for  boys  under  18, 

iWool  prcssers  receive  from  $0,096  to  $0.2172  per  hundredweight, 
or  $0.3131  to  $0,5504  per  bale,  depending  on  whether  the  work  is  done 
by  power  or  by  hand.  It  is  aU  piecework.  Tiie  prices  itTe-th&same 
whether  for  greasy  or  scoured  wool.  P'or  adult  wool  scourers  the 
■wages  are  $14.60  per  week  and  found;  for  boys  between  18  and  21. 
$9.12  per  week  and  found;  and  for  boys  under  18  years  of  age,  $7.30 
per  week  and  found.  ^,^ 

Cooks  for  the  employees  at  the  shod  ^fe«^id,a  mininmm  wage  of 
$17,52  per  week  and  found.  This  is  dufij^-^e  shearing  season,  but 
cooks  remaining  on  the  ranch  throughout  the  year  are  paid  $11.28  per 
week  and  found. 

Boundary  riders  receive  $9.83  per  week  and  foimd,  or  $13.38  per 
week.     These  rates  are  provided  for  by  the  wages  board.     Wool 
classers  receive  pay  on  a  basis  of  the  number  of  sheep  they  handle 
As  a  rule,  the  pay  amounts  to  $4,87  for  the  wool  from  1,000  sheep. 
Initial  Coat  of  a  Slieep  aanoh. 

In  the  interior  part  of  Queensland  a  settler  can  take  up  a  grazing 
farm  of  20,000  *;res  on  a  capital  of  $24,350,  The  initial  cost  of 
entering  upon  sheep  raising  on  an  area  of  40,000  acres  is  stated  by  a 
settler  in  southwestern  Queensland  to  be  as  follows: 

First  year's  rent fSll 

One-flfth  survey  foe 58 

Fei;cing  40  miles  (half  share) 1,047 

Excavated    tank 202 

.WeU ^3 
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Hat  a»d  Sheep  yarfl $3es 

Tempormrr  Immi^  voolshed  (wltb  ciptdtr  ttsr  hnitdUi^  20,000  8li«^) 87 

Wool  press.^ 292 

Dray , 49 

Two   horses ]i>5 

Harness,  tools,  uDd  sundries lUa 


Total 5,348 

On  this  ranch  it  'was  not  necGssary  to  sink  an  artesian  well,  a;;  it 
was  crossed  by  two  small  streams.  If  it  had  been  necessary  to  sink 
a  well  the  total  expense  would  have  been  about  $10,950,  provided  the 
water  could  have  been  obtained  at  a  depth  not  exceeding  1,500  feet. 

An  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  initial  cost  of  starting  sheep 
raising  on  a  20,000  acre  farm  under  conditions  which  pre\nil«i  prior 
to  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  This  estimate  does  not  apply  to  tlie 
present  time  on  account  of  high  prices  of  material. 

First  year's  rent ?811 

One-Sftb  aurvey  fee , SI 

Fenclr^  23  miles  (less  T  miles  contributed  txf  adjoining  selections),  at 

$140  per  mite 2,38« 

Hut  und  aliecp  yard 865 

Woolshed  for  five  shearers 341 

Wool  press 14B 

Drny— 


,    Total 16, 287 

On  such  a  farm  about  6,000  sheep  could  be  taken  caie  of,  and  it  is 
estimat«<l  thM  with,f«irjy  f^ood  nianaf^fnent,  the  returns  would  be 
$12,160  profit  after  having  deducted  all'  expenses. 
V«ol  Zadnitry  TauKki— Fo«liae  Sfitem  far  Small  Loti  of  Wool. 

At  Brisbane  there  is  a  technical  college  in  which  students  receive 
both  theoi-etical  and  practical  instruction  in  all  details  of  the  wool 
industry.  The  college  is  under  control  of  the  State,  and  instruction 
is  given  by  experts.  While  the  slieaving  season  is  on,  bodies  of  stu- 
dents proceed  to  the  lai^  ranches  in  Queensland,  where  they  receive 
practical  instruction  in  classing,  piece  picking,  and  wool  rolling. 
The  tuition  for  the  student  is  $20.44  per  quarter,  but  returned  soldiers 
I'eceive  instruction  free  of  charge. 

At  Warwick  and  Gatton  in  southern  Queensland  the  Government 
Agricultural  College  carries  on  scientific  ^leep  breeding.  It  is  stated 
that  much  success  has  been  obtained  from  the  crossing  of  British 
breeds  of  rams  with  merino  owes. 

Witli  the  idea  of  inducing  agriculturists  to  take  up  sheep  raising 
the  Queensland  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Stock  will  take  wool 
in  small  consi^inents  fr<Hn  farmers  who  are  not  able  to  keep  mora 
than  1,500  sheep.  The  farmers  receive  GO  per  cent  advance  on  the 
value  of  the  wool  as  soon  as  it  is  classed  and  weighed,  the  remainder 
being  paid  when  tlie  wool  has  been  sold.  All  charges  made  by  the 
Agricultural  Department,  including  rebaling,  freight,  classi6cation, 
and  other  minor  e.xpensos,  amount  to  about  $2.43  per  bale.    It  is  stated  lc 
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that  Quecnslantl  was  the  first  wool-raising  district  to  establish  the 
pooling  sj'stem  for  the  wool  produced  by  farmers  on  a  small  scale. 
JlrtcElan  Weill  Secesiary  Jn  Inland  Siitrlcti,  *    ' 

In  inland  districts  it  is  generally  necessary  to  sink  artesian  wells 
to  secure  water  for  stock,  and  there  were  in  service  up  to  the  begin- 
ning of  1018  considerably  more  than  3,000  artesian  wells  in  the  State. 
,  These  have  an  average  depth  of  1,000  feet,  Tlie  one  supposed  to  be 
the  deepest  is  at  Springleigh,  in  the  Blackall  district  of  central 
Queensland,  and  has  a  depth  of  5,700  feet,  A  well  located  on  the 
Manfred  Downs  is  only  10  feet  deep  and  has  a  flow  of  2,000  gallons 
a  day. 

Tliere  are  about  1,200  flowing  wells  in  the  State;  the  total  amount 
of  water  from  them  is  estimated  at  430,3i2,000  gallons  daily.  The 
total  cost  of  the  wells  has  been  estimated  at  $18,127,700. 

The  following  are  the  charges  for  boring  only,  in  sinking  an  arte- 
sian well:  For  the  first  1,000  feet,  $3.89  per  foot;  1,000  to  1,500  feet, 
$4.14;  1,500  to  2,000  feet,  $4.38;  2,000  to  2,500  feet.  !rl.(>2;  2,500  to 
3,000  feet.  $4,87.  Tho^e  prices,  of  course,  depend  largely  upon  means 
which  can  be  sectired  for  tfie  sinking  and  transportation  facilities  for 
the  material. 

For  the  average  sized  farm  which  does  not  have  an  artesian  well, 
water  may  be  secured  from  some  adjoining  property  on  which  there  is 
a  well.    The  usual  charge  is  about  $ii43  per  annum. 

Govcrument  assistance  is  given  to  farmers  and  pastoralists  in  put- 
ting down  artesian  wells.  As  an  example  of  the  extent  of  this  asaist- 
nnce,  the  following  estimates  are  given :  For  sinking  a  well  on  a  gi'az- 
ing  area  of  00,000  acres,  $9,733 ;  and  20  miles  of  drains,  at  $73  per  mile, 
$1,400;  the  whole  amount  being  advanced  by  the  Government  and 
considered  as  a  loan  for  a  term  not  exceeding  30  years.  The  annnal 
expense  to  the  farmer  on  account  of  the  loan  is  calculated  at  the  rate 
of  $28.14  per  £100 ■($480.65). interest  and  re<lempt(on- per  annum,  or 
$C4T.22.'  For  maintenance  apfiroximately  $973  is  required,  making  a 
total  charge  of  about  fl,620  per  annum.  At  the  end  of  the  period  the 
well  becomes  the  property  of  the  farmer, 
f  opnlaT  Breed!  Kalied  in  Qveeuiland. 

The  raising  of  merino  sheep  in  Queensland  is  supposed  to  have 
begun  between  1840  and  1845.  Also  at  that  period  sheep  of  the  Ne- 
pretti  (Spanish)  and  Knmbouillet  (French)  strains  and  the  Vermont 
strain  from  the  United  States  were  introduced  into  Queensland.  The 
-  American  blood  was  popular  for  a  long  time,  but  it  is  not  at  present. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  American  strain  was  unable  to  withstand  the 
unfavorable  conditions  as  well  as  the  Australian  merino. 

Most  of  the  wool  exported  from  Queensland  is  the  merino,  and  it 
is  estimated  that  more  than  95  per  cent  of  the  sheep  in  Queensland 
are  merinos. 

The  British  breeds  of  sheep  raised  in  Queensland  at  the  present  time 
are  the  Lincoln,  English  Jjeicester,  Border  Ijeicester,  Romney  Marsh, 
Shropshire,  Southdown,  Suffolk,  Dorset  Horn,  and  Roscommon.  Tlie 
finest  of  these  is  usually  conceded  to  be  the  Southdown. 

Of  the  15,500,000  or  more  sheep  in  Queensland  in  1916,  there  were 
4,903,500  in  southern  Queensland;  8,419,100  in  central  Queensland; 
and  2,201,700  in  north  Queensland.    There  were  9  sheep  farmers  who 
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£ad  niore  ttum  lOO^OOO  sheep  each,  43  with  50,000  to  100,000  es«h,  134 
with  20^  to  50,000  each,  and  so  on  down  to  flocks  of  between  1,000 
and  2,000,  of  which  there  were  more  than  400  owners. 
Total  Wool  Frodnction  of  tbe  State. 

The  total  wool  j>roditction  of  Queensland  for  1016,  was  102,220,125 
pounds,  valued  at  $23,836,117.  For  the  fiscul  year  1916-17  the  pro- 
duction was  275,141  bales,  valued  at  $30,966,203.  The  greatest  pro- 
duction was  for  the  calendar  year  1014,  the  quantity  Iwing  155,478,740 
pounds,  valued  at  $32,639,61,1 

The  ralue  of  machinery  in  use  on  the  sheep  ranches  was  $724,598 
in  1916,  In  that  year  only  16.613,257  pounds,  out  of  a  total  of 
102,220,12.">  pounds,  were  scoured,  A  bale  of  greasy  wool  averages 
in  weight  3G5  pounds,  whereas  23.5  j^xiunds  is  the  average  weight  for 
a  bale  of  scoured  wool.  In  the  fiscal  year  1915-16  a  bale  of  greasy 
wool  averaged  $80.50  in  value,  but  m  1916-17  the  value  rose  to 
$100.17.  Before  the  present  vnr  greasy  wool  had  a  value  of  $58.40 
per  bale  and  Jiiore. 

It  is  stated  tliat  merino  wool  constitutes  not  les-f  than  97  per  cent 
of  wool  production  in  the  State,  the  remaining  3  per  cent  being  cross- 
breed and  British  breed. 

Tlie  production  and  value  of  wool  for  the  five  calendar  years  pre- 
ceding 1917  are  given  as  follows: 
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Wool  Sales  Held  in  Briabane — HiKh  Fria««  Obtained. 

Before  ^g98,nipst  of, the  wool  fronf  Queensland  was  shipped  to 
Sydney  to  be  sold.  Large  shipments  were  also  made  to  London.  In  ^ 
October  of  that  year  the  first  wool  sales  were  begun  in  Brisbane. 
During  the  1915-16  season  245.376  bales  were  pold  at  the  wool  ex- 
change of  the  Selling  Brokers'  Association  in  Brisbane.  Generally 
there  are  eight  sales  held  during  the  year.  The  wool  is  placed  on 
exhibition  by  the  brokers  in  their  wool  stores.  Buyers  attend  these 
sales  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Prices  obtained  for  wool  in  the  season  preceding  the  war  were 
$0.2128  per  pound  for  greasy  and  $0.3852  i>er  pound  for  scoured. 
The  highest  prices  obtained  were  in  1915-16,  being  $0.4409  per  pound 
for  greasy  and  $0.9073  per  pound  for  scoured  wool.  Prior  to  this 
season  the  highest  price  for  which  merino  fleece  was  .sold  during  the 
season  of  19i;(-14  was  $0,.3345  per  pound  for  greasy  and  $0.5677 
per  pound  for  scoured  wool. 

In  addition  to  the  large  consignments  shippetl  direct  to  London 
for  sale  in  1915-16  there  were  22,889  bales  sold  in  Sydney.  Toward 
the  end  of  1916  the  British  Government  took  steps  for  purchnsijig  all 
of  the  Australian  clip  of  1916-17  remaining  unsold  at  an  average 
price  of  $0.3142  per  pound  on  the  basis  of  greasy  wool.  The  de- 
cision became  effective  on  November  23,  1910,  and  the  Common- 
wealth Government  agreed  to  act  for  the  British  Government  in  the 
matter  of  purchasing  and  shipping  the  wool. 
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Committees  were  appointed  in  each  State  for  niEiklng  the  ap-' 
praisemeiits,  the  members  of  which  consisted  of  wool  experts  and 
comprised  two  pastoralists,  three  wool  brokers,  one  buyer,  one  manU' 
facturer.  and  one  scourer.  The  experts  classify  the  wool  into  more 
than  300  arades.  Ten  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  appraisements 
is  held  badt  until  the  close  of  the  wool  season.  A  final  distribution 
is  then  made,  and  the  10  per  cent,  which  had  been  retained,  together 
■with  any  surplus  in  excess  of  the  average  price,  is  turned  over  to  the 
producers. 

The  highest  prices  received  up  to  1!)18  wore  $0,.7677  per  pound  for 
greasy  wool  and  $0,9733  per  pound  for  scoured.     For  the  1017  clip 
the  best  average  price  was  $0,3130  per  pound  for  greasy  and  $0.5787 
per  pound  for  scoured, 
Wool-SoonrlnK  Establishments — Exports  of  Wool. 

In  Queensland  there  are  Ifi  wool-scouring  cstablishinents,  at  which 
a  total  of  GO.SOC  bales,  or  1C,G13,2J7  pounds,  were  -scoured,  out  of  tlie 
total  praduction  of  10-2,-220,125  pounds,  in  1016. 

The  only  mills  in  Queensland  for  manufacturing  woolen  goods 
are  the  two  located  in  Tspwich.  near  Brisbane.  Blunkets,  flannels, 
and  suitings  of  very  good  quality  are  turned  out. 

The  quantify  and  value  of  wool  exported  overseas  since  1912  are 
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The  State  Government  statistician  publishes  the  averi\ge  export 
prii-^sof  wool  per  pWtiitloU  f<)notts  for  the  years  ehuhicrated : 
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Exports  of  fastoral  Prodncts — Trade  In  Mutton. 

Following  are  the  comparative  values  of  pastoral  produce  exported 
overseas  for  the  year  1915-16.    It  will  be  noted  that  wool  constituted 
by  fur  the  leading  item : 
Wool 


?19,086,07I 

494, 197 

13,325,732 

782,  sao 

1, 1S5, 38« 

.1 ■     205,487 

35. 179, 703 

The  mutton  trade  is  a  very  important  branch  of  the  sheep  industry. 
During  the  year  1916  there  were  886,617  sheep  and  23,498  lambs  , 
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slaughtered.  About  50  per  cent  of  these  were  killed  in  the  meat  works 
in  the  State  and  the  others  slaughtered  at  tlio  farms.  The  average 
weight  dressed  of  gheef)  was  43  pounds  and  that  of  lambs  was  36 
poDnds.  The  consumption  per  capita  of  mutton  in  Queensland  in 
1916  was  29,50  pounds  and  1.06  pounds  of  lamb. 

The  value  of  theproduct  of  the  meat  works  w;is  aljout  $9,733,000, 
Of  the  meat  works  in  Queensland  15  give  special  attention  to  the  mut- 
ton trade. 

The  Federal  Government  as  well  as  that  of  Hie  State  supervises 
the  slaughtering  trade,  and  all  animals  are  subjoft  to  inspection  be- 
fore being  killed.  It  is  not  permitted  to  slaughter  any  diseased  ani- 
maL  The  Government  maintains  a  full  staff  of  qualified  inspectors. 
Ainerlo&H  PsTCbasei  of  WoeL 

During  the  calendar  year  1917,  11,672  bales  of  wool,  valued  at 
^j859,144,  were  exported  to  the  United  States,  rs  against  8,408  bales, 
valued  at  $802,552,  in  1916. 

The  lat«st  shipment  of  wool  to  the  United  States,  shipped  from 
Brisbane  on  March  16,  1918,  consisted  of  8,175  bales  of  wool,  valued 
at  $1,751,000.  A  vessel  is  being  loaded  at  Brisbane  with  9,620  bales 
of  greasy  wool  and  4ii5  bales  of  scoured  wool  for  the  United  States. 


POST  7B0TECT  FOB  BOHE. 

[W«'k[;  BollptlD.  Canailian  Department  of  Trade  lud  CommeKC  OttH*,  Jalj  22.] 
A  convention  has  been  signed  by  representatives  of  the  Italian 
Government  and  by  credited  delegates  of  the  city  and  Province  of 
Some  for  constructing  a  port  at  Ostia  Nuova,  which  when  completed 
and  connected  with  the  Tiber  by  means  of  a  navigable  canal  will  give 
hart)OF  facilities  to  the  city  of  Rome  and  thereby  satisfy  an  old  ambi- 
tion of  the  capital.  The  first  group  of  works  to  be  constructed  will 
cost  about  47,000,000  lire,  which  is  to  be  advanced  by  the  Commune, 
the  State  reimbursing,  according  to  the)  ,(^Dnventii»a>  50  per  cent,  ftndi 
the  Province  10  per  cent  of  the  expenses.  The  port  will  allow  on 
completion  an  annual  movement  of  1,000,000  tons. 


PnrcluuKn  Stsired  For  Mexican  AgaTC  FiIki 

Consul  Francis  R.  Stewart,  of  Vera  Cruz,  has  transmitted  the 
name  of  an  exporter  who  desires  to  get  in  touch  with  persons  intei> 
eeted  in  the  fiber  known  in  Mexico  as  pita  de  Oaxaca.  The  name  of 
the  exporter  may  be  obtained  and  samples  of  the  fiber  may  be  exam- 
ined at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  102774. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BVBEAU  OF  FOBEIGK  AHD  BOKESTIC  COlfHEBCE. 


KCtr   nnK:   1S4  Cutsnlni*. 

B0SF01F:  IMl  CiitOBlioair. 

CHICAGO:  SOI  Fcdrral  Bnlldlnft. 

ST.  LOCIB:  409  Third  Kalloiuil  Bunk  Bnlldliig. 

^W  OBLEUHt  1010  BUxr^a  liuk  Baildliw. 


BBITTLK:  B48  Henrr  BlIMIag. 


CLETELAXV:  nrnmltcr  of  Comiitru. 
flNn^TtATl:  CltlBlbrr  ol  Conmrnf. 
Cl.NClNNATli  Ctncnl  Fnlrlit  Afnt.  SoiUcra 

Rillnif,  >a  lanlli  Building. 
LOS  AKQELBS :  CkUBbcr  af  CaMBertr. 
ri{n:tneiirniA :  number  of  ComMfrrr. 
FOBTI:ANn,  OBEfl.:  Chinbtr  of  ComnrTca, 
BATTON:  OreaKr  Dailon  luiKlillftB. 
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FOREIGN  TBADE  OFFOKTinnTIES. 

d  adiIrpRBea  ma;  bR  obtaiDfJ  from  the  BBFran  snd  Itn  dlB(rl«(  an4  coopera- 
emces.  Kequrnt  for  each  opportunlt;  Bbould  be  on  ■  Bt^parate  abeet  and  aUirtc 
irtnnttT  nnmber.  The  Bar»n  does  not  furnish  crpdit  rallDgs  or  assume 
nBlbillty  ns  (o  the  etandioe  o(  torelxn  iDqalrcrsi  the  imiial  preirautionK  should  bo 
lu  n1]  caaea.  RyicholE:  *  Reported  hy  Amerkan  consular  ofllcerB:  t  Reported  by 
erclal  a(tacb<!a  and  commercial  agcnta ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  received  b;  the  Buceau: 


Colonial  products 


rhemlcalB 27S0e 

erlnlH 27310,  aTSIl 

DrnamoB  and  motorB 3t:<14 

FeedHluaTB 27:100 

FertHlKor 


Druea  ai 
DreloK  I 


HldcanudsklDB-. 
IIoBlcry 


Oil". 
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Tritllea  and  ma 
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2i309.t— Supplement  I  lis  forelgn-tmde  opportunity  No.  26774,  n  Belginn  teinpo- 
rnrily  In  the  NetherUinds,  desires  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  wale  of  ler- 
lillzers,  feetistufTR.  medical  goods^  drugs  and  chemlciila,  oils,  oil  speds.  tun- 
ehinery,  raw  nint^rials  i)f  OifTerent  blmlx.  and  colonial  products  In  Belgium, 
Holland,  and  Dortberu  France.    Unly  agencies  are  desired. 

27310.* — An  agency  is  desired  by  s  man  In  Unly  for  the  sale  of  all  btnda  of 
dyeing  materials  for  shins  am)  fabrics  of  alt  kinds.  Correspondence  should 
be  In  Prencli  or  Itellau.    Iteferences. 

27311.*— A  man  In  Spain  would  like  to  f 
powdered  coloi-s  for  djclng  all  kinds  of  a 
respondence  sbould  b«  In  Spanish. 

27312. • — A  man  In  Switzerland  wishes  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  tes- 
tlles,  woolen  and  cotton  goods,  and  nianufiictures  thereof.  Quotations  may 
be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  Yort.  Correspondence  luay  be  lu  English,  but  Freuch 
Is  preferred.  Iteferenees. 
.  27313.* — Quotations  are  desired  by  a  man  In  Spain  on  steel  saw  blatles  from  4 
to  7  millimeters  wide,  with  a  view  to  making  outright  purchases.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English,     Keference. 

27314. •— A  company  In  England  Is  l-n.  the  market  for  direct  current,  shunt 
wound,  second-hand  motors  nnd  dynamos,  as  follows:  One  l-horsepower 
220-volt,  one  2-horsepower  220-Tolt,  one  21  horsepower  220-volt,  one  5- 
horsepower  440-volt,  one  7*-horsepowev  440-volt,  one  10-horsepower  44ft- 
volt.  one  15-borsei)ower  440-volt.  and  one  10-kllowutt  dynamo  220-volta 
complete  wllh  slide  rails  and  rheostat.  All  the  above  motors  to  be  complete 
with  slide  raits,  pulleys,  and  starters.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  or  other  Uoltcd  States  port.  Payment  will  be  made  by  letter  o( 
credit.     Reference. 

27315.* — A  wholesale  dealer  in  France  desires  to  purchase  cotton  yards,  Jumelle 
couiIkkI,  for  bat  manufacturing.  No.  4.^  English  size,  in  spindles  of  12,000 
yards.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Fi-euch.    Iteference. 

27316.* — A  man  In  Switzerland  wishes  to  buy  rubber  teats,  pens,  woolen  and 
cotton  stockings,  and  rubber  hails.  I'ayiuent  will  be  made  liy  cash  or  against 
documents,  through  baniis.    Correspondenc'e  may  be  In  English.    Reference. 

27317.*— An  agency  la  desired  by  a  man  In  Spain  for  the  sale  of  raw  cotton. 
Correspondeuce  may  be  In  English.    References. 

2T41S,* — A  man  in  Italy  would  like  to  secure  an  agency  for  northern  Italy  for 
the  sale  of  tanned  calfskins,  cowhides,  colore<l  and  btack,  and  all  kinds  of 
treated  leather.  Correspondence  should  be  lu  French  or  ItuUan.  Refer- 
ences. 
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Special    eipoTt    Ucenie    for    personal  CultlTatloD    ol    American    cotton    in 
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SPECIAL  EXFOET  LICENSE  FOB  PERSONAL  BAQQAOE. 

The  War  Trade  BtiarJ  annoiiiicos,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R,, 
195)  that  special  export  license  KAC— 4i),  which  had  previously  been 
issued  to  the  customs  service,  was  revised  on  August  5.  • 

Collectoi-s  of  customs  are  now  aiitliorized  under  license  mimber 
BAC-49  to- permit  the  exportation  without  individual  export  license 
of  persona]  baggage  accompanj'ing  a  passenger,  provided  such  bag- 
gage contains  only  articles  which  arw  necessary  and  pro]>er  for  tho 
personal  use  of  the  passenger  upon  his  journey.  CoTlectoj-s  of  cus- 
toms are  also  authorized,  under  tliis  licence,  to  permit  the  exportation 
of  samples  of  conserved  and  nonconserved  commodities  of  no  com- 
mercial value,  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  solicitation  of  com- 
mercial ordei-s. 

Personal  baggage,  under  this  license,  is  construed  to  include  only 
articles  of  clothing  or  adornment,  souvenirs,  and  also  other  articles 
of  small  value  intended  to  be  iii^ed  bj-  the  passenger  upon  his  pro- 
posed journey.  License  number  KAC-49  does  not  authorize  the  ex- 
portation of  firearms,  code  books,  phonographic  records,  or  moving 
picture  or  camera  films.  This  license  also  does  not  authorize  any- 
thing forbidden  by  subsection  "  C  "  of  section  3  of  the  Trading  with 
the  Enemy  Act,  which  forbids  any  form  of  communication  intended 
for,  or  to  be  delivered  to.  any  enemy  or  ally  of  an  enemy  being  taken 
into  or  out  of  the  Ignited  States  without  a  license. 

Paasengei-s  are  advised  that  if  they  desire  to  take  with  them  from 
the  United  States  any  articles  which  can  not  be  construed  to  be 
covered  by  license  number  RAtMti,  it  is  necessary  for  them  to 
obtain  individual  export  licenses  for  the  same.  Applications  for  snch 
licenses  should  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  tho  War  Trade  Board,  and  may  be  sent  to  the  Washington  office 
of  that  organization  or  to  any  branch  office  thereof. 
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FLAN  FOB  THE  KEBTriLDDTa  OF  SAI«FIEL 

[Consul  Gonoral  George  Ilorton,  EaJontkJ,  Cri'coo.  July  13.] 

On  July  11,  1918,  the  principal  milit^rv  autlioritice.  the  consalu? 
corps,  and  others  were  invited  to  tiie  <Soveniment  Building  by  the 
Greek  Governor  General,  of  ifftoedooin  to  exnniine  Hie  plans  for  the 
rebuilding  of  Snloniki,  which  liavc  been  prepared  by  various  Fieneh 
architects.  A  lecture  in  French  Maa  given,  and  the  plans,  which 
were  hung  on  the  walls,  were  explained. 

The  burned  area  is  about  1,100,000  sfjiinre  meters  in  extent,  and, 
besides  banks,  warehouses,  hotels,  and  office  buildings,  was  twvered 
with  the  residences  of  about  G0,000  jTeople.  Only  the  blackened  waUs 
were  loft  standing,  and  in  ninny  cases  thesp  have  fallen. 

If  the  city  is  to  be  rebuilt  on  the  new  proposed  plan,  which  in- 
cludes the  making  of  new  streets,  it  will  he  neco^sary  for  the  Giwem- 
ment  to  obtain  pof^session  of  the  burned  tract  by  expropriation  and 
to  resell  it  to  possible  purchasers,  A  new  and  abundant  water-sup- 
ply system,  sewers,  elective  installations,  et«,,  must  be  arranired  for. 
The  question  of  capitalizing  this  big  venture  must  also  be  taketk  into 
eonsiaerati<«i.  If  the  work  is  seriously  started  there  will  be  a  great 
demand  for  all  kinds  of  building  and  otlier  matcrjaLi.  and  doubtless 
foreign  companies  and  business  nouses  will  be  called  upon  to  make 
bids.  The  old  Byzantine  monumonts  of  the  city,  such  as  churches, 
etc..  some  of  which  are  of  great  historical  interest  and  which  are  espe- 
cially marked  on  the  plan,  will  be  left  intact  and  measures  taken  for 
their  preservation. 

The  plan  includes  the  building  of  a  university  and  other  seats  of 
learning,  recreation  parks,  aufl  a  long  walk  and  drive  on  tlie  se* 
front. 

Copies  of  the  plan  are  not  oJjtainable  at  present,  but  as  soon  as  one 
is  obtained  I  shall  forward  it.  with  an  explanatoiy  dispatch.  On 
account  of,  the  present  difficulties  ofitmns])or1ation  and  the  laok  of 
materials  and  labor  it  docs  not  seem  po.^sihle  to  begin  operations 
until  tlie  conclusion  of  the  war. 


ITAUAff  DEC&EE  CONCERHTITO  SUOAS  BEtTTg. 

[Consul  ttfncTQl  David  F.  Wiib..]-,  Genoa.  July  10.] 

The  Gazzetta  Ufficiale  o"f  July  C,  1318,  conlains  a  decree  prohibit- 
ing the  use  of  sugar  beets  for  industrial  purposes  otlier  than  for  the 
production  of  sugar.  It  is  also  prohibited  to  use  pulp  and  juice  de- 
rived from  sugar  boeis  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  production 
of  sugar. 

The  molas.ses  derived  from  the  working  of  beets  may  be  used  for 
difitillation  only  if  of  lefcs  than  C3  quota  of  purity,  with  e&ceptton  of 
the  amounts  assigned  for  the  preparation  of  sweetened  forage  or 
otlier  alimentary  needs. 

'ITie  maximum  quantity  of  niolafiscs  tliat  may  be  destined  for  dis- 
tilbU:ion,  added  to  that  assigned  for  alimentary  n*Mk,  can  not  ex- 
ceed for  each  sugar  factory  4  per  cent  of  tlie'  weight  of  tha  beets 
worked. 
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BRAZIL'S  FIVE  FEB  CENT  TAX  OK  COBPOAATIONS. 

IVlce  Consul  RIcbard  P.  MomBeo,  Bio  dc  Janeiro,  June  20.] 
The  president  of  Brazil  issued  a  decree  on  June  5,  1918,  providing 
for  a  5  per  cent  tax  on  dividends  of  banks,  corporations,  and  com- 
anies  whose  capital  has  been  constituted  by  shares  issued  in  Brazil, 
'he  tax  must  be  paid  within  30  days  after  dividends  are  declared, 
and  no  distribution  of  profits  will  be  made  until  tlie  tax  requirements 
are  satisfied.  Announcements  will  appear  in  the  Diario  Oficial  as 
■well  as  in  the  organs  of  the  State  or  municipal  governments,  of  the 
declaration  of  dividends  and  the  exact  amount  of  taxes  due  on  them. 
The  Government  offices  in  charge  of  the  collection  of  these  taxes 
must  keep  a  record  of  the  organizations  that  pay  dividends,  showing 
the  number  and  value  of  shares  and  rates  of  interest.  Firms  failing 
to  pay  the  tax  within  the  period  specified  will  be  subject  to  a  fine  of 
1  per  cent  of  the  tax.  Companies  failing  to  make  a  report  on  divi- 
dends will  be  subject  to  fine,  which  will  not,  however,  relieve  them 
from  any  other  penalties. 

This  decree,  which  goes  into  effect  July  1,  1018,  was  authorized  by 
a  law  of  December  31,  1917,  and  it  has  been  the  subject  of  much  con- 
cern among  foreign  corporations  operating  in  Brazil.  It  would 
appear,  although  on  this  point  there  may  be  differences  of  opinion, 
that  only  such  corporations  as  issue  stock  in  Brazil  are  subject  to  the 
tax.  American  corporations  whose  stock  is  issued  in  the  United 
States  perhaps  would  not  be  liable  unless  they  should  issue  bonds  in 
Brazil  and  place  them  on  the  Brazilian  market.  Corporations  com- 
prised of  American  stockholders  if  incorporated  in  Brazil  in  accord- 
ance with  Brazilian  law  are  clearly  subject  to  the  tax.  The  term 
"company"  as  mentioned  in  the  law  is  rather  vague.  Simple  part- 
nerships are  apparently  not  intended  to  fall  within  the  law,  but 
limited  partnerships  issuing  shares,  known  here  as  "  Sociedades  em 
Cornmnndita-tpor  Ac^oe^,"  would  probably  be  subject  to  tax.  Ques- 
tions regarding  the  application  or  the  tax  will  doubtle.'^s  have  to  be 
decided  by  the  proper  judicial  authorities  as  disputes  arise  over  the 
enforcement  of  the  law. 


KEW  WHOLESALE  FBICE  OF  SUGAB  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[CoQRUl  (icai^ra.1  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Aucbland,  Jul;  8.] 

A  new  agreement  has  been  entered  into  between  the  Xew  Zealand 
Government  and  the  Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Co.,  of  Auckland,  by 
which  the  wholes-ale  price  of  sugar  for  the  next  year  is  fixed  at 
$109.40  per  ton  (ii,240  pounds),  as  compared  with  $107.06  for  the 
past  year. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  Colonial  Sugar  Eefining  Co.  was 
selling  sugar  at  wholesale  at  $73  per  ton;  which  rose  to  $97.33  per 
ton  at  the  close  of  1914;  to  $102.-20  on  July  1,  1915^  and  on  July 
2,  1917,  to  $107.00.  This  is  for  the  best  cane  sugar;  and  the  ar- 
rangements made  by  the  Xcw  Zealand  Government  have  been  esti- 
mated to  have  saved  the  New  Zealand  consumers,  during  the  past 
year,  about  $1,946,000,  and  seems  to  have  given  entire  satisfaction. 
The  best  gi-anulated  sugar  at  present  is  retailing  in  this  city  at  6. 
cents  per  pound. 
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aUILM  FOS  ISDUSTBIAL  BE8EABCH  IN  CAHABA. 

{Weekly  BnllellD,  CbdiiiUhd  Department  or  TtbiIb  and  Commeree,  Ottaira,  July  22  anil  2S.1 
Industrial  research  for  any  one  industry  is  very  expensive  and, 
unless  the  organization  concerned  be  possessed  of  largo  capital,  it 
is  highly  improbable  that  individually  it  can  finance  the  scientific 
research  necessary  for  the  continuation  and  expansion  of  its  business. 
Even  in  the  United  States,  the  home  of  the  large  cor|x>ration,  there 
is  only  a  comparatively  small  number  of  such  companies  who  sup- 
i>ort  private  research  laboratories,  tliough  the  ones  that  do  eo  have 
been  able,  by  the  magiutude  of  their  capital,  to  secure  very  impor- 
tant results.  An  alternative  method  of  gaining  the  advantages  of 
the  i-esults  of  scientific  research  is  in  amalgamatiuns  or  guilds  of  allied 
industries.  These  guilds  could  be  formed  if  a  group  of  companies 
engaged  on  the  saiiie  or  similar  industrial  processes  would  constitute 
themselves  a  guild,  whicli,  either  independently  or  with  some  measure 
of  Government  assistance,  would  establish  and  support  a  research 
laboratoiTj  to  be  used  in  those  industrial  investigations  connected 
directly  with  their  own  special  processes  and  products.  Therefore 
the  Sesearch  Council  believes  it  wise  to  recommend  tlie  establishment 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  of  Canadian  industrial  research  guilds  or 
associations.  They  will  be  formed  by  firms  in  a  particular  line  of  in- 
dustry and  will  periodically  survey  the  conditions  obtaining  therein. 
As  a  resiili  of  this  they  can  then  deiennine  the  problems  requiring  in- 
vestigntioii  and  commence  the  necessary  research.  Each  firm  in- 
cluded in  a  guild  will  pay  its  shni'e  of  the  necessary  expenses,  and 
if  this  be  not  sufficient,  a-ssistance  may  be  given  by  the  Government 
cither  in  the  form  of  a  grant  or  free  laboratory  space. 

The  fii-st  duty  of  any  such  aruild  would  be  to  make  a  careful  sur- 
vey of  the  existing  conditions  in  the  particular  line  of  industry  in 
which  the  guild  is  formed.  As  a  result  of  this  survey,theeAecutiveor 
governinji  committee  would  be, able  to,delerniine  the  problems  t^wait- 
mg  solution,  as  for  example,  what  pi'ocesses  ui-e  too  costly,  what 
short-cut  methods  iniglit  be  used  if  only  the  necessary  scientific  data 
were  available,  etc.,  etc.  The  research  investigatoi-s  of  the  guild 
would  then  lie  in  a  position  to  start  work  inmicdiniely. 

At  this  juncture  it  may  be  asked,  "What  are  the  advantages  that 
accrue  to  any  given  firm  joining  such  a  guild!"  The  first  great 
benefit  will  be.  of  course,  that  the  results  of  all  research  work  under- 
taken by  the  guild  will  be  inime<liately  available  to  Ciich  and  eveiy 
member.  There  are,  howc\cr.  other  privileges  and  advantages  which 
may  be  suggested:  (1)  The  right  to  recomuiend  specific  problems  for 
research,  and,  if  these  problems  are  ajjprovcd  by  the  committee  of 
management,  the  right  to  have  this  research  carried  out  without  cost 
to  the  firm  suggesting  it;  (2)  the  right  to  a  periodical  service  of  in- 
-  formation  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  in  touch  with  all  technical 
devclopmcnl s  of  the  particular  industry  in  question,  even  perhaps  to 
the  extent  of  receiving  copies  of  all  articles,  translate<l,  if  necessary, 
from  foreign  languiigus,  bearing  on  any  given  related  subject.  This 
would  cover,  als:o,  the  answers  to  technical  questions  that  a  firm  may 
propose,  not  involving  any  special  rcscai^ch;  (3)  the  right  to  use 
patented  or  secret  proccrises  which  m:iy  result  from  the  ivsearches 
wndertaken  by  or  at  the  expense  of  the  guild;   (4)  other  rights  or 
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privileges  which  may  be  stipulated  or  giiaranteed,  depending  on  the 
special  nature  of  the  industry  from  which  the  guild  is  formed. 

In  addition,  it  might  be  pointed  out  that  firms  who  do  not  join  the 
guild  would  naturally  not  he  in  a  position  to  compete  with  those  who 
do,  especially  in  those  cases  in  which- great  economy  has  been  effected 
by  improved  processes.  All  information  of  this  nature  would,  of 
course,  be  denied  them. 

There  are  a  number  of  trade  associations  in  Canada  which,  with  a 
little  variation  in  their  constitution,  might  be  foi-med  into  research 
guilds,  provided  they  are  willing  to  do  so.  Amoni;  these  may  be 
mentioned  the  Tanners'  Association,  the  Paint  and  Varnish  Associa- 
tion, the  Textile  Association,  the  Pulp  and  Paper  Association,  and 
the  Trade  Products  Association. 


EXPORTATION  OF  LINSEED  OIL  CAKE  AND  HEAL  TO  CANADA. 

The  War  Trade  Board,,  after  consultation  with  the  United  States 
Food  Administration  and  the  Canada  Food  Board,  announces  in  a 
new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  K.  ISO)  that  applications  for  licenses  to  export 
linseed  oil  cake  or  linseed  oil  meal  to  Canada  will  now  be  consid- 
ered, when  presented  as  follows: 

Every  application  for  an  export  license  must  have  attached  thereto 
a  Canadian  import  permit,  issued  to  the  consignee  by  the  Canada 
Food  Boaril,  Ottawa,  for  tlie  importation  of  the  quantity  mentioned 
in  the  application  for  an  export  license. 

Exportei-s,  therefore,  should  obtain  such  Canadian  import  permits 
from  their  Canadian  cuslomers  liefore  malting  application  to  tlie 
United  States  War  Trade  Board  for  an  export  license. 


TANNING  INDUSTAY  IN-SALONIEI  DISTRICT. 

''  (ttrisul  Gptiirnl  Cporge  ([ortou,  Solo'nlkl, 'Greece,  Julj  12.] 

Before  the  war  the  tanneries  of  Salonilii  consumed  annually 
about  7^^,000  hides  and  skins,  of  which  about  45.000  were  cowhides 
and  li";,()00  sheepskins.  Two  firms  im|iort  most  of  their  taiuiing 
extracts  from  France,  to  the  amount  of  300  tons  yearly.  The  other 
tanneries  utilize  barks,  mostly  i>ine  and  valona  from  Greece  and  wal- 
nut from  France. 

There  is  al^o  a  group  of  tanneries,  mostly  small,  at  the  village  of 
Kozani,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Macedonia,  and  about  60  miles 
distant  from  the  neai-est  railway  station.  The  number  of  tanneries 
at  this  busy  village  is  about  25,  and  they  consume  between  50,000  and 
60,000  skins  annually, 

ORGANIZATION  OF  NEW  TRADING  COMPANY  IN  DENMARK. 


A  new  trading  company  has  been  organized  at  Nakskov.  Den- 
mark, under  the  name  of  A/S  Nakskov  Handclskompagni,  with  a 
capit&l  stock  of  $270,000,  The  company  proposes  to  engage  in  a 
general  export  and  import  business,  with  a  view  especially  to  trade 
after  the  war.  According  to  its  published  statement,  it  has  close 
connection  with  the  East  Asiatic  Co. 
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HODEBK  TIHBEB  METHODS  FOR  KUSXA. 

tAbatract  o(  article  In  Caoaaa  LambermaD  nnd  Woodworker,  Julj  15.1 

Mr.  F.  A.  Lnete,  Conservator  of  Forests  for  India,  stationed  in 
Lower  Burma,  has  been  sent  to  America  by  the  Britisli  Goverament 
to  study  logging  and  milling  methods,  and  has  spent  three  months  in 
the  Uniteil  States  and  western  Canada.  He  states  that  in  India  most 
of  the  forest  is  mixed  hardwoods,  but  that  up  the  slopes  of  the  Himal- 
ayas, at  elevations  of  G,000  to  12j000  feet,  softwoods  grow  in  abund- 
ance. Mr.  Leete  sees  great  possibilities  for  the  lumber  industry  in 
India,  and  mentioned  especially  the  opening  for  Canadian  and  Ameri- 
can saivinills  and  logging  tools  in  Burma. 
Production  and  Hannfacturc  of  Lumber  In  Bnrma. 

With  regard  to  conditions  in  Burma  Mr.  Leot«  Paid,  in  substance: 

About  55  jior  teut  of  tlie  area  of  British  Burmn,  estluiateO  nt  225.000  square 
miles,  fs  woDilod,  .mil  teak  conifir !;;(■(*  about  5  per  cpiit  of  tlie  totnl  stiind.  This 
timber  frequently  utttiins  a  diameter  of  4  f«ct  with  a  dear  hole  of  CO  feet,  and 
one  teat  tree  to  llie  acre  represents  n  fate  stand.  "Trees  3  feet  in  diameter,  with 
SO-foot  iMiles,  pnxlucint;  2i  tons  per  tree,  arc  the  rule  In  the  couce»ston!>.  One 
ton  is  tlie  equivalent  of  1,000  feet  board  meamre.  Teak  In  Its  natural  slate 
attains  a  diameter  of  30  incites  in  IDO  years;  nliere  the  treia  are  planted  and 
given  care  tliey  niiiy  be  expected  to  leaoU  this  diameter  In  90  years.  The  age 
of  the  larger  teak  trees  varies  from  500  to  1.000  years.  Nevt  to  leak,  the  most 
Important  tree  In  Itnrmn  is  pyluKado.  an  extrciii<>1y  Imrd  wood  ttiat  makes 
excellent  rnihvay  ties  and  is  a  Rood  structural  timber.  It  Is  commonly  asso- 
ciated with  teah  and  gi-ows  to  even  greater  dlnienalons. 

The  production  of  lunilier  in  Iturma  in  1900-10  was  104,000  tons  of  teak  aad 
100.000  tons  of  mlsci]  woods:  In  1917  the  total  was  probably  liOO.lWO  tons.  The 
principal  lumber  oeiiters  are  Rangoon,  Mandiilay.  and  MoulmeUi.  Tlie  Ran- 
goon sawmills  eniiiioy  about  10,000  men.  Idibor,  of  eourse,  Is  cheap.  There  are 
no  big  band  Siiwa.  and  virtually  all  the  breahinK  down  of  1oi»  Is  done  on  plain 
rack  benches  wifli  circular  saws  Oi  to  SJ  Indies  in  diameter,  the  logs  being 
held  in  position  with  wooden  wedges.  Inserted  teeth  are  not  much  used.  The 
cutting  of  boards  or  plankn  to  a  given  thickness  Is  done  by  ebalkinc;  the  table 
at  hath  ends  and  levei-ang  th@  logs  Into  lijte.rTlwre'Ure  no  up>ttu-tta'tc- cdirevs  or' 
gangs  of  swing  cut-off  saws  such  as  are  seen  in  almost  every  blic  sawmill  in 
America.  Vertical  frame  saws  are  used  In  some  of  the  larger  miUa.  After 
the  lumber  leaves  the  Ion;;  bench  most  of  tlie  work  Is  done  on  amull  hand  or 
rope  feed  lu'whes  wiih  Hrcuhir  saws  of  3  feet  or  less. 
Teak  Logging  Methods  and  f  rioes. 

l.cssee.H  pay  royalty  at  so  much  per  ton  of  50  cubic  feet  on  the  teoJc  1(%b 
extracted  by  tbeiii  from  Ibe  Government  forests.  Tlie  logs  arc  sradcil  as  full- 
siKed,  itDdersizeil,  or  refuse.  The  rates  vary  In  different  forestM  and  average 
25  to  30  rnjiees  for  fiitl-slxed  logs  and  10  to  l-">  riiyiees  for  the  other  grades, 
(Three  rupees  are  alKiut  equal  to  an  American  dollar.)  All  trees  are  selected, 
marked,  and  {(irdteil  by  the  Forest  Department  before  the  lessee  is  allowed  to 
operate.  It  Is  netcs.-'ary  lo  girdle  the  trecu  Ihi-ee  years  before  cutting  to  In- 
sure (h.itdng.  The  li^^we  pays  for  tlie  tluiher  on  tlie  basis  of  the  cubical  con- 
tents nt  a  nieasiirlns  station,  nsnally  at  a  rafting  sfation  or  on  the  edge  of  the 

Teak  has  Its  habitat  in  rugged  territory,  as  a  rule  growing  on  ridges.  No 
trees  aro  felled  more  fhan  3  feet  from  the  gi-ound,  and  the  frees  arc  thrown  up- 
hill, whenever  imsslble,  when  felled.  The  logs  are  yardwl  by  elephnnt.',  1  ton 
for  each  elephant  being  a  fair  load.  The  average  di-ag  Is  about  li  miles  and  100 
logs  per  elephant  jier  season  Is  n  fair  average. 

Small  streoms  carry  the  Iocs  singly  to  the  larger  rivers,  where  they  are 
rafted  for  delivery  to  the  mills.  Driving  can  be  done  only  In  the  rainy  seMon, 
covering  a  period  of  sis  or  seven  months.  The  success  of  a  teak  operation  la 
dependent  in  Inrge  measure  upon  tlie  driving  streams  traversing  a  concession. 
A  driving  stream  that  will  i>ermlt  the  logs  to  como  out  the  same  year  Uiey  are 
put  In  ia  considered  first  cia.«s.  Three  or  four  vear.!!  are  often  required  to  bring 
the  logs  to  the  main  rivers.     Tlie  impi-ovenient  of  the  Burmese  rivers  has 
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been  irtven  murh  attention  anil  luaoy  plans  hove  been  cvoIv«l  for  Increasing 
the  nsefulDCSS  o(  the  waterways. 

The  Forest  Service  uf  Burma  also  carries  on  loKKlng  operations  on  Its  own 
account  The  lops  are  dellvereil  at  Kangoou  and  sold  at  monthly  sitles.  They 
help  to  keep  the  small  sawmills  supplied. 

In  1014.  before  the  war,  the  smaller  and  inferior  round  teak  lopi  sold  at  S30 
per  1,000  feet  and  the  larger  sixes  and  deckluf:  Rraili'S  at  $i:iO  |ier  1,000  f3i:l. 
The  prices  of  sawu  timher  ut  tlie  oilll  were  double  these  utuuunts. 
KArket  for  LonloE  Engine  i. 

Mr.  Leoto  did  not  care  to  discii?s  the  possibilitv  of  extended  um 
of  skidders  in  Burma,  but  he  said  he  was  on  the  lookout  for  :i 
smaller  and  more  portable  type  of  machine  capable  of  hauling  logs 
tip  to  3  tons  in  weight.  An  oil  engine  would  be  preferable,  a^  water 
is  a  difficulty  and  oil  is  cheap.  The  one  thing  to  be  desired  is  that 
the  machine  should  be  i-eadily  taken  to  pieces  and  easily  put  together. 
For  transport  from  place  to  place  no  part  should  exceed  1,000  pounds 
in  weight,  and  an  even  smaller  limit  woidd  be  better.  Such  a 
machine  would  soon  be  taken  up  in  Burma,  because  of  the  increase 
in  the  price  of  elephants. 

GEBUAN  ITFEWBITER9  IN  SWEDEN. 

ir^nsul  Goni^ral  Albert  llnl^itpail,  SlorKhulm,  Snecli^a,  July  11.] 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  war  German  manufacturers  were 
incrensing  their  otitpitt  of  typewriters,  and  by  prices  and  trade  terms 
were  endeavoring  to  compete  with  American  machines,  which  had 
a  deserved  reputation  in  Germany  and  Austria-IIiingsiry.  The 
scarcity  of  typewriters  in  Sweden  and  Scandinavia  generally,  due  to 
the  American  embargo,  offered  an  opportunity  for  the  German  type- 
writer manufacturers  to  enter  the  market  on  belter  terms  than  be- 
fore. As  a  result  considerable  (jiinntities  of  the  Adler,  Mercedes, 
Erica,  Continental,  and  Imperial  typewriters  have  been  introduced 
into  Scandinavia,  especially  in  Sweden.  There  would  seem  to  be 
some  ground  for  consideration  of  this  sitnaliim  by  American  type- 
writer makers,  although  the  superior  quality  of  the  American  ma- 
chines and  their  skillful  salesmanship  are  most  vuhiable  assets. 

In  the  latter  part  of  11*17  a  Swcflish  firm  with  a  capital  of  $402,800 
■was  organized  to  manufacture  tyi>ewriters  to  meet  Scandinavia's 
demands  and  in  the  hope  of  successful  entry  into  foreign  markets. 
Despite  the  output  from  this  company  and  the  German  fypewriteis 
on  the  market  the  present  demand  is  reported  greater  than  the  sup- 
ply. The  new  Swedish  firm  has  planned  to  manufacture  iHfO  ma- 
chines per  month  and  to  open  branch  offices  throughout  Scandinavia. 

WOUAN  NAUES  FBITATE  SECBETABY  TO  CABINET  OFFICEB. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  William  C.  Eedfield  announces  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mi-s.  Agathe  O.  Stewart  as  private  secretary  to  the 
Secretary  of  Commerce,  succeeding  Mr,  U.  Grant  Smith,  who  for- 
merly held  that  position. 

It  is  believed  that  Mrs,  Stewart  is  the  only  woman  that  has  over 
held  the  position  of  private  secretary  to  a  Cabinet  officer.  Mrs. 
Stewart  is  from  Port  Richmond,  Statcn  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  has  been 
Secretary  Ecdfield's  confidential  clerk  since  his  entrance  into  the 
Cabinet,  March  4, 1913.  Mrs.  Stewart,  in  addition  to  being  an  expert 
stenographer,  possesses  a  wide  knowledge  of  governmental  matters. 
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VKNEZUELO  COFFEE  lUSXET. 

[Consul  FraDk  ADdereon  Beory,  Piwrto  Cabdlo,  Julj  til 

Tho  1917-18  coffee  crop  of  this  district  proved  to  be  a  small  one — 
not  much  more  than  60  por  cent  of  normal.  This  13  thought  to  have 
been  due  to  the  damage  done  to  the  blossoms  by  unse«.sonable  rains. 
However,  in  view  of  the  rapidity  with  which  stocks  havo  been  accu- 
mulating durinff  the  last  year  and  a  half,  the  effect  of  a  small  yield 
on  tlie  local  coffco  interests  has  probably  been  favorable  ratJier  than 
otliorwise. 
Stooks  on  H&nd  and  Zxportt. 

Lack  of  shipping  space  to  Europe,  whore  good  prices  have  pre- 
vailed for  coffee,  and  low  prices  in  the  Unitca  States  making  it  for 
tho  most  part  unprofitable  to  ship,  have  combined  to  cause  a  steady 
incre;^^e  in  stoclcs.  A  year  ago  these  were  estimated  at  from  90,000 
to  120,000  bags  in  Puerto  Cabelfo  and  adjacent  interior  towns,  while 
now  in  the  same  region  there  are  thought  to  be  between  150,000  and 
200,000  bags  on  hand. 

Tola]  exports  of  coffee  from  this  port  for  1017,  according  to  unoflS- 
cial  figures,  amounted  to  188,656  bags,  weighing  2ri,9T4,.'Jiii)  pounds, 
value<l  at  ^^^..lIT.QjS.  During  the  years  191')  and  1916'  the  exports 
were  39,9."ii.i57  and  28,181.137  pounds,  respectively.  During  the 
first  half  of  1918  pxports  showed  a  decided  decline  over  the  same 
period  a  year  previous,  the  weights  and  values  for  the  two  periods 
having  been  19.4W).4CG  pounds,  valued  at  $1,728,294,  in  1917,  and 
9,970,ti>l  pounds,  valued  at  $734,995,  in  1918.  Since  July,  1917,  it 
has  been  impossible  to  ship  to  France,  market  conditions  in  the 
United  States  have  not  been  favorable,  and  opportunities  to  ship  to 
Italy  have  been  very  rare,  so  that  Spain  has  been  the  mosl  important 
outlet.  The  following  table  shows  the  deMination  of  exports  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1!»1S: 


Uily...'-". 
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11 
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During  thp  six  months  in  question  there  have  been  only  three  ships 
to  Spain  and  one  to  Italy.    The  shipnicnty  to  Curacao  were  nearly 
all  made  with  the  intention  of  trnnssnipnirnl.  and  considerable  pro- 
portions of  them  have  found  their  way  to  Spain, 
Prloei — Crop  PTMpecti. 

The  priiT  of  coit'co  has  continued  low,  decidedly  lower  in  fact  than 
in  1917,  iiut  has  not  dropped  to  quite  the  level  tliat  was  at  one  time 
feared.  During  the  current  year  prices  have  varied  between  7.6  and 
9.5  cents  per  ixiuntl  for  washed  coffees  and  6.6  and  9.2  for  unwashed 
or  "trillado"  grades.  Prices  were  lowest  in  January,  when  valwea 
were  more  or  less  adjusted  to  (he  New  York  market.  Since  then  they 
have  risen  soniMvhat.  due  to  the  hope  of  making  shipments  to  Spain, 
where  profitable  figures  have  been  realized.    Another  factor  that  has 
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tended  to  snpport  prices  has  been  the  large  buying  of  German  houses, 
which,  it  is  thought,  bought  in  anticipation  of  a  Bpcody  i>cac«.  In 
many  cases  they  took  coffee  from  their  clients  at  decidedly  Iiigher 
than  market  prices.  Very  large  stocks  of  coffee  nrc  held  by  these 
houses. 

Weather  conditions  have  been  very  fa\orab)e  for  the  coming  ciop, 
and  from  present  appearances  a  very  large  yield  L?  expect*'d.  What 
the  effect  of  this  will  be,  in  connection  with  the  large  sfocb;  exiating, 
can  not  be  at  present  determined. 


cvlhtatiom  of  ahesicas  cottoh  in  chika. 

lubHnhwl  to   riilna  ;   raraardod 


An  augmented  program  of  experimentation  with  American  cotton 
seed  in  and  about  Shanghai  has  been  laid  out  fnr  this  year  by  the 
Cotton  Improvement  Association  of  China,  a  lK>dy  of  400  members 
i-ecently  started  by  Mr.  H.  Y.  Muh,  of  the  Hon  Sung  Cotton  Mill 
and  the  Teh  Dab  Cotton  Spinning  Co.  Mr.  Moh  has  been  experi- 
menting with  American  cotton  plants  for  the  last  three  years,  and 
has  just  received  2,400  pounds  of  American  seed  of  a  variety  that 
gave  gatifying  results  last  seat^on.  These  seeds  are  to  be  distributed 
among  the  members  of  the  association.  There  is  sufficient  seed  to 
plant  400  mow  (about  C6  acres),  which  is  expected  to  yield  a  return 
that  will  assure  the  planting  of  a  very  large  area  next  year,  Mr, 
Moh  himself,  besides  planting  his  fiO-mow  (10-acre)  experiment 
station  at  Yangtzepoo,  will  open  a  new  station  of  .SO  mow  (G  acres) 
in  Pootnng  to  be  devotefl  to  the  acclimatization  of  American  cotton. 
The  Pootung  station  Vrill  be  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Cotton  Improvement  Association. 

Mr.  Moh  believes  thoroughly  in  the  future  of  American  cotton  in 
China.    He  has  said,  in  sul>sf»nce: 

This  is  the  ffiiirth  year  of  my  e\i*rimi>nt  station  nl  TaiiaIi5ei>oo.  and  the 
results  last  year  were  oxeewlliiRly  crntlfylnR.  The  sooBon's  emp  spun  con- 
sistently .S2's  ami  42's.  whcrens  the  usual  rHui-ii  fn.ni  Cliimw  n.iKm  Is  lO's 
or  2lt'!i.  Utisucfrssfiil  jitleiiipts  to  Introiluce  Anu'rican  i-flton  have  ^vca  due  to 
late  planting  and  to  the  line  of  neotl  from  portions  at  tlie  U[ilti<il  States  that  are 
drier  thaa  the  Chinese  cotton  districts.  I  stuilicU  pottim  srowinj;  when  I  was 
•at  f!cho<rf  In  Tesns.  and  when  I  wonted  *««)  I  placed  the  ordtr  wliere  the 
dimntlc  conditions  more  ni-nrly  approxiiMate  tEiot;p  In  Cliina. 

There  nre  furtlier  Indications  this  year  of  nn  uctive  intei-est  In  i-otton  ini- 
proTf>nient  ainonR  Chinese  ofRHnls.  The  chief  of  the  ]tui-e:iii  of  Iinliistry  of 
Kiangsn  was  In  ShonKlini  a  few  dayn  ago  and  talkt^d  ovi-r  the  pioblcra  with 
me,  inqiilrlns  pnrtlcularly  into  the  results  of  experiuienljitinti  with  Auwrlcan 
seeds.  He  Btnte<l  that  tlie  Imrean  was  (trpatly  intcrcsti'd  ami  woul<i  give  the 
closest  ottentloii  to  the  matter. 

[An  article  on  .;\jnericim  Cotton  Types  in  China  was  published  in 
CoMMEBCE  Itti^KTS  for  Feb.  0,  1918.] 


Market  for  Cocoa  and  Chocolate  Haking  Hachinery. 

The  American  consul  at  Colombo,  Ceylon,  repoi-ts  that  requests  ■ 
have  been  made  at  the  considatc  for  catalogues  of  cocoa  and  chocolate 
making  machinery.  There  is  at  present  but  a  limited  quantity  of 
these  products  manufactured  in  Ceylon,  but  efforts  are  being  made  to 
increase  the  output.  Catalogues  should  be  forwarded  to  the  con- 
sulate. ,-  I  ' 
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BEVELOPHENT  OP  THE  BEITISH  TOT  IHBUSTIIT. 

■When  it  is  recalled  that  in  the  last  year  for  which  German  trad© 
returns  are  available,  viz,  1912,  the  export  of  toys  and  games  from 
Germany  to  the  United  Kingdom  totaled  £1,147,(X)0,  to  the  British 
colonies  £268,400,  and  to  all  neutral  countries  (including  the  United 
States,  £1,404,000)  £2,487,500,  it  is  at  once  apparent  that  Germany 
eomman<led  the  toy  tradu  of  the  world,  savs  the  British  Trade 
lieview  for  July.  With  the  outbreak  of  war  tliese  exports,  except  in 
infinitesimal  quantities  to  northern  European  countries  and  the 
United  States,  ceased.  The  effect  was  immediately  felt  in  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  Christmas  season  of  1914,  and  more  acutely 
both  in  the  Kingdom  and  in  the  colonies  in  IU15,  when  the  full  effect 
of  the  stoppage  of  sources  of  supply  revealed  itself.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  arrival  of  parcels  of  innumerable  small  mechanical  tin  toys, 
dolls,  games,  and  particularly  furniture  set^,  from  Japan  in  the  latter 
year  there  would  have  been  a  real  dearth  of  toys  in  the  important 
Christmas  season. 

True  the  heavy  wood-toy  trade  was  in  the  hands  of  British  makers, 
likewise  the  production  of  metal  soldiers,  the  latter  wreMed  from 
Germany  long  since  through  the  adaptability  and  skill  of  the  lead- 
ing makers  here,  but,  g(!ner.illy  speaking,  the  autumn  of  li)14  found 
toy  manufacturing  without  a  serious  standing  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  With  the  aid  of  leading  factors  in  dolls,  dainty  wood 
sets,  runabout,  pull  anil  mechanically  pnipelled  lines,  soft  animals, 
and  figures  ellorts  were  at  once  itiade  to  start  manufacturing.  Side 
by  side  with  the  serious  enterprise  were  spasmodic  concerns,  semi- 
commercial  and  semiphilanthropic,  whitrh,  having  the  assistance  of 
artists  and  designers,  who,  however,  had  not  the  technical  skill  which 
the  Germans  po=isessed  by  specialized  training,  sought  to  produce 
novelties,  particularly  in  soft  toys,  dolls,  wood  and  cardboard  sets. 
For  the  most  part,  however,  these  have  gradually  dropped  out.  owing 
to  lack  of  commercial  insight  and  fundamental  knowledge  of  the 
trade's  requirements.  '  The  Keview  continues: 
Difficalttes  to  OveTeome, 

The  first  Boaril  of  Trnile  Exhlhitlon  In  11)15  ahowot]  that,  escept  In  the  cases 
where  ninkci-s  hiLd  tlie  assistance  antl  carrleil  out  the  retiulremetil!*  of  the 
faftora  and  InrEe  wholesalers,  who  olone  knew  llie  ranilllt-ationa  and  teclinl-  - 
calEtlcs  of  the  indiiirty,  many  of  the  lines  exhibited  showed  (a)  weakness  of 
design,  (I>)  dlsreinird  of  finish,  particularly  In  wontl  toys  and  metal  produc- 
tions, (c)  lack  of  adaptability  revealed  In  the  denrth  of  novelties,  (d)  bad 
packing  ftnd  display.  The  cxcepllons  were  to  l>e  fonnd  In  the  proiluctions  of 
tbe  metal- soldier  manufacturers,  the  old-estnl)tUliei:1  fnime  houses,  and  the 
specialist  concerns  which  provided  tor  esecutlou  of  tlieir  own  dehlgus  and  owa 
packing. 

WItli  the  exhaustion  of  stocks  of  German  part*,  nohihly  dolls'  eyes,  the  run 
on  raw  materials,  such  as  wood,  nief.il,  tin.  cnrdhonrd,  ehlnn,  ami  the  conse- 
quent high  prlws.  brouslit  the  trade  up  against  serious  problems  affecting 
output.  But,  undaunted  and  witliout  fiovernment  aid,  relying  on  the  support 
of  the  Brlllsh  and  colonial  public,  enterprising  men,  who  were  willing  to  learn 
the  lessons  taught  by  the  leading  factors,  betcan  to  lay  down  plant  and  ma- 
•  chlnery  for  the  manufacture  of  many  of  the  lines  which  heretofore  were  the 
sole  monopoly  of  the  Gorman  toy  house, 
Dolls  and  Soft  toyt. 

Dealing!  with  toy  groups  seriatim,  that  of  dolla  and  soft  toys  call  for  first 
cona [deration.  At  the  recent  1!)1S  exhibition  of  dolla  It  was  a  pleasure  to  see 
Uie  well-molded  models,  with  and  without  wigs,  aided  by  the  express! veaesa 
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produew!  by  the  use  of  glass  aod  movaWe  eyes  In  the  better-quality  lines. 
Painted  eyps  Hr«  still  the  rule  Ib  tlie  lower-priced  models.  At  first  the  jointing 
was  a  dlfflcultj;  this  has  been  ovorcomc,  and  to-rtay  fully  jointed  lines  are 
available,  with  divided  flni^rs.  Tlie  standard  of  dreoHlng  nnd  finish  needs 
impi'OTGrocnt,  partleuarly  in  the  uioilerate-prlced  doll.  lOvcry  class  of  material 
Is  Dov  used  fur  manufacture— i.'Iiina  lieiids.  with  iii>d  wittiiiut  lioily  eoinplete; 
wax-faced,  esijMX-ially  coninieniliible  to  Imii-ii's  wlio  (Ii'-;iri^  im  ntlrjiLlive  mask 
iBoilel  at  a  low  price;  jwrcclatn  liejid,  exci'llent  fiiiilntlon  kid-body  lines,  in 
composition,  papier-mtche.  with  body  of  (he  same  niatcrial,  Etrunt;  and  Eervico- 
able  for  ebeat)  markets ;  and  knoekubout  rue  variety,  iiavini;  n  strcHiK  point  of 
recouimendntion  for  the  cotouhil  trade,  in  hygienic  BtufOng  itnd  ImproTed  faclfil 

Teddy  Bears  and  Squea^if. 

Dealing  wiih  itoft  toya,  Koiwe  of  the  best  maleers  will  be  well  able  to  compete 
with  the  famous  StteCr  iiuikcrs.  Tltf  ;:F<<ii  t'lHi^'.j  (bill  Imvc  Imtii  made  in 
shaping  heiid.s  of  Teddy  beai-s,  rabbita,  doss,  and  other  soft  "  pets."  augur  well 
for  tiie  future.  At  present  few  iro«I  lines  are  to  be  recommended  below  18b. 
pet  flOEen.  Tlie  dlfflculty  of  squeakers  hits  been  overcome,  m  that  the  '"  voice  " 
is  with  us  again.  Praise  must  be  given  to  the  enterprlae  depleted  in  the 
whe«>lcd  toys,  particularly  tlie  elepbuiit.-:,  win-d  frame  nml  Ktaod  being  com- 
parable with  the  Stk'DE  produeth»iui.  Iliuugh  prices  are  uot  favorable  aji  yet. 
Designs  are  excellent. 
Clockwork  Trains  and  Runabout  Ketal  Toyi. 

Tbe  great  cost  of  phiut  and  machinery  proved  a  dran-ljaek  at  first  in  tbe 
mauufat'ture  of  clockwiirk  trains  ami  runabout  metal  toys.  But,  lu  spite  of 
dlfflcultles,  some  commeiL(l.il>li>  iincs  !ire  I'.'iiij;  put  on  llie  mvrkct,  i'lrpi'l  iniiua, 
"name"  models,  a  Rreiit  feature  of  the  jHipularJiy  of  the  Soniienberg  and 
Kurembcti;  houses,  are  being  produi'ed.  One  or  two  liirm Intel loni  and  Liver- 
pool firms  have  also  shown  adapiahllity  in  produelns  replicas  of  motor  cars, 
omnibuses.  Up  wiijions.  etc.  Tin'  beiulwiij-  ui  'lii-  In  e'ln^ivu,  linti.ii  i-iitrliieerlnx 
sets  calls  for  praise ;  hero  In  post-war  d.nys  Ltrltlsh  firms  will  be  able  to  hold 
their  own  against  outside  competition,  though,  of  coui'se,  the  hlftli  aeiling  price 
in  the  meantime  prevents  thefr  purchase  by  the  greater  public.  With  the  avslla- 
btllty  of  small-part  munition  machinery  after  the  war  for  Itrltiah  toy  manufae* 
ture,  prfis|)e<'ts  in  metal  pnll  and  runabout  toys  are  (jood. 
Wooden  Toys — T^ekinE. 

As  regnrdH  wood  fo.vs,  in  the  heavy  wood  lines,  neresi^ihillii'.;  Rood  workman- 
ship, Brili.sb  makers  have  always  been  able  to  hold  their  own.  Since  the  war 
some  go-ahead  houses  have  been  BtriklnR  out  In  new  direct U'n.s,  particularly  In 
the  way  of  pluyboUK<.-s,  well-lmilt  uwilel  dolls'  Loustii  rciutni^ci'ut  of  well-Uuown 
and  popular  nnhili-etural  .'Styles,  In  wood  ami  comitosition,  being  a  feature. 
Artistic  di«lRn  Is  also  noticeable  In  replica  models  of  well-known  railway  com- 
panies' rolling  s-tock  and  the  series  of  (n^otcsquc  caned  wood  animala.  Want  of 
elasticity  still  cliaractorlzes  some  of  the  suuiU  makers  of  forts  and  the  like;  but 
with  a  system  of  central  eiillettlon  jXHir  finish  may  be  eliminated  and  e  better 
appreciation  of  design  Inculcated.  The  rise  of  the  aeroplane  In  pnpulnr  favor 
has  resulted  In  a  lieulthy  toy  industry  beine  stnrted,  which  promise:-)  success  In 
the  pi>st-war  peiiiHl.    Here  nuikers  show  Initiative  and  conimoD  sense. 

As  regards  toy  tea  ami  toilet  Rervlees,  oversea  merchants  can  help  by  quietly 
InsIUing  on  attractive  Knglish  designs  and  colorings  that  appeal  to  q^lonlal 
tastep,  wh«n  thing's  get  mnre  normal.  As  in  Icy  picture  hniik*  .'imj  s'lmc  of  the 
better  known  cardboard  construct  Ion  ai  and  eilucational  toys  nnd  games,  the 
^eeialty  ganie-ttroduclng  houses  have,  by  studying  the  requirements  of  the 
market,  exercising  imtienoe  and  care  in  color  printing,  and  attending  to  the 
supremely  important  (jnestlon  of  piieklng.  strcnRthened  the  jiosltion  of  this 
branch  of  tlie  trade,  so  that  great  poi-^ibilides  are  to  bo  lookol  fom-ard  to  In 
the  future.  BIjt  factory  milput  has  enormously  aided  the  firms  inferesied  In 
lowering  coets  of  production. 

A  last  word  with  rcKurd  to  packing.  Overseas  merciiants  should,  as  oppor- 
tunity offers,  loalst  on  tlio  snfc  strinslng  of  dolls  lu  boxes,  and  the  neat  display 
of  tea  sets,  so  advantageous  for  ready  snle  puriwses. 

Give  Oui  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance — Buy  War-Savings  Stampsji^ 
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BITRBATT  OF  STANDARDS  TO  TEST  WATCHES  FOR  PTTBIIC. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  announces  that  there  ■vrill 
be  a  test  of  watches  for  the  public,  beginning  Tuesday,  September 
10,  1918,  Watches  will  be  accepted  for  either  the  Class  A  or  the 
Class  B  certificates.  Any  watches  that  may  be  submitted  to  this 
test  should  be  received  if  po,ssible  by  Saturday,  September  7. 
.Watches  wiUbe  kept  wound  regularly  each  day  until  the  tost  begins. 

A  new  schedule  of  fees  to  be  charged  for  the  test  and  certification 
of  watches  submitted  to  the  Bureau  has  been  adopted.  By  the  new 
schedule  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  fee  charged  is  made  in  case 
several  watches  are  submitted  at  one  time.  The  labor  involved  in 
the  testing  of  any  number  of  watches  is  much  less  if  the  watches  are 
tested  at  one  time  than  if  the  Same  number  are  tested  separately. 
For  this  reason  the  bureau  wishes  to  encourage  the  practice  of  sub- 
mitting several  at  one  time,  and  offers  the  reduced  rate  in  order  to 
give  the  public  the  benefit  of  the  actual  saving  in  the  cost  of  conduct-' 
ing  the  test, 

A  further  advantage  to  be  gained  by  submitting  several  watches 
at  one  time  arises  from  the  fact  that  ordinarily  a  certain  percent- 
age of  those  submitted,  whether  tested  separately  or  several  at  a 
time,  will  not  be  granted  certificates.  More  certificates  will  likely 
be  obtained  for  the  same  labor  and  expense  in  adjusting  if  a  number 
of  watches  of  reasonably  careful  adju.stment  be  submitted  at  the  re- 
duced fee,  rather  than  a  few  watches  of  unusually  careful  and  labori- 
ous adjustment  at  the  higher  fee.  Also  if  a  certain  number  of  cer- 
tified watches  are  desired  by  a  manufacturer,  this  number  can  be  ob- 
tained with  much  loss  expen.se  and  delay  if  a  sufficiently  large  num- 
ber of  watches  to  allow  for  a  reasonable  percentage  of  rejections  are 
submitted  at  one  time. 
New  Schedule  of  Fees. 

The  new  schedule  of  fees,  which  became  effective  July  1, 1918,  is  as 
follows : 

(a)  In  lots  1  to  -5,  n-licther  grnnte'l  either  a  Class  A  or  Class  B  certificate, 
or  fl  report  of  [lerftiniinnoe.  p;i<'li fo.  00 

(6)  In  lots  of  0  or  over,  whetlier  FraiitcO  (.■[tlier  a  Class  A  or  Class  B  cer- 
tificate, or  n  report  of  porforiiinncc : 
First  5  watdies,  each..  "  " 


Each  addidonnl  watch.. 


CLASS  B  TEST. 

(e)  In  lota  1  to  5,  whether  granted  a  eerlificnte  or  a  report  of  perform- 

(d)  lu  lols  of  G  or  over,  whether  gruuted  a  certiticate  or  a  report  of  per- 
formance : 

First  5  watches,  each 

iOach  niiiiilionnl  waich  .. 


(c)  IteptaceitH'ht  of  n  damaged  certEflcate  or  the  reissue  of  a  certificate 
under  a  differont  nnme :__      .50 

if)  Detailed  rejiort  of  the  pcrformuuee  of  a  watch,  as  provided  In  regu- 
Intiou  18 1. 00 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  former  regulation,  which 
stated  that  only  one-half  fee  for  a  complete  test  would  be  charged 
if  a  watch  should  t-top  during  its  test  or  be  withdrawn  from  the  test 
by  the  owner,  is  hereby  rescinded. 
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Watches  and  correspondence  should  be  addreswd  to  Bureau  of 
Standards,  Washington,  D.  C.  Application  blanks  for  entering 
watches  for  test  may  be  had  upon  addressing  the  bureau.  In  case  of 
delay  these  application  blanks  may  bo  prepared  after  the  test  has 
begun.  Those  desiring  to  secure  watch  certiliciites  should  avail  them- 
selves of  this  opportunity.  There  has  been  only  one  test  of  this  kind 
in  the  last  15  months,  and  aside  from  the  one  herein  announced  no 
such  test  is  contemplated  within  the  near  future. 


FUSCHASE  OF  HEW  ZEAIAHD  SUFFUES  BT  BBITISH 
GOVEBimElIT. 

ICoCBiil  OpncrBl  Alfrpd  A.  Wlnalow,  Anpklan<l,  Now  Z^arand.  .Tiily  S.l 

The  British  Government  purchased  New  Zealand  supplies  during 
the  year  ended  May  31,  1918,  to  the  value  of  $155,043,483,  'which 
covers  the  following  items: 


Aniclta. 

Quintlty. 

V»h:o. 

ArtWcs. 

QuwitJtr, 

V.lue. 

B"( quartm. 

Si 

t!3<,614,893 

60,6i6,6J7 

?S„-a;v.vr.r.":: 

w.aoi 

1,847,312 

U.153,ini 

gSTmi n^- 

1M,I)U,W3 

Wool bales. 



Under  the  item  "other  articles"  is  included:  Glaxo,  or  dried  milk, 
to  the  value  of  $1,4TG,C18;  condensed  milk,  $240,765;  canned  rabbits, 
$210,262;  and  frozen  rabbits,  $147,860. 

The  supplies  now  in  store  in  this  Dominion  are  very  large,  and  it 
would  seem  the  ex]»orts  for  the  present  year  would  exceed  those  of 
last  year,  providing  shipping  space  can  be  obtained. 


USES  OF  ATTSTRAIlAir  SPOTTED  GUU. 

[Wockt;  DuUellD,  CuDvcliun  DtpactmcDt  of  Trade  and  Commerce.  Ottawa,  Juir  29.1 
Spotted  guin  {Eucalyptus  maeulata  Hook,)  is  one  of  tlie  best 
known  and  most  used  of  tlie  group  of  trees  known  as  Australian 
hardwoods.  It  is  a  grayish-yellow  timber,  with  a  close  grain,  which 
is  fiometimeii  straight  but  occasionally  interlocked,  hard,  tough,  and 
elastic.  It  is  extensively  used  where  resilience  and  lightness  coni- 
bined  with  strength  are  the  desideraUi,  as  in  coach  buildmg  and  simi- 
lar industries.  Recently  it  has  been  much  used  for  cabinet-making 
purposes,  as  the  color  somewhat  resembles  that  of  oak.  Considerable 
use  is  also  made  of  the  timber  for  street  paving;  blocks  that  have 
been  down  for  many  years  show  no  signs  of  erosion.  On  account  of 
its  strength  it  is  much  used  in  the  building  trade.  Spotted  gum  is 
now  generally  employed  by  boat  builders  for  timbers  or  ribs  of 
vessels,  formerly  or  ash  or  elm.  When  steamed  or  boiled  it  readily 
bends  to  conform  to  the  sliape  of  the  vessel  and  has  very  little  tend- 
ency to  split  or  crack.  Strength  tests  recently  made  with  three  pieces 
of  timber  each  38  by  3  by  3  inches  showed  a  mean  breaking  strain  of 
7^75  pounds.  The  weight  of  a  cubic  foot  of  spotted  gum  is  55J 
pounds.  ,  -  I 
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TEASE  CONDinOlTS  IS  STBAIT3  SETTLEKEITTS. 

IConsul  Gc-orge  L.  Logiin.  Tenang,] 

Present  conditions  are  favorable  to  tlie  establishment  and  cultiva- 
tion of  trade  relations  in  this  consular  jurisdiction,  as  business  men 
and  the  community  in  general  are  kindly  disposed  toward  things 
American.  The  opinion  prevails  here  that  in  view  of  the  greater 
interest  now  being  taken  in  foreign  trade  and  the  better  shipping 
and  financial  facilities  that  will  probably  exist  in  the  United  States 
after  the  war,  American  participation  in  the  commerce  of  the  Far 
East  will  be  greatly  increased.  Tjocal  merchants  are  therefore  dis- 
posed to  give  favorable  consideration  to  as  many  American  business 
connections  in  their  respective  lines  as  they  can  succesafuHy  handle 
and  the  responses  to  trade  inquiries  made  by  this  office  have  beea 
gratifying. 
Trade  Ketbods. 

The  important  business  houses  liere  are  principally  of  British  and 
Chinese  nationality,  while  the  retail  trade  is  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  Chinese  and  natives.  The  English  language  is  in  general 
use,  tlie  people  are  prosperous,  many  are  wealthy,  and  there  is  a 
growing  demand  for  European  and  American  products. 

It  is  not  the  custom  of  merchants  here  to  carry  large  stocks;  their 
business  in  many  lines  being  conducted  on  the  "indent"'  or  order- 
taking  basis,  but  if  a  certain  line  is  proved  a  "good  seller,"  local 
imj)orters  and  dealers  arc  willing  to  stock  it  conservatively.  Where 
the  local  merchant  does  not  stock  the  gootls  but  simply  takes  and 
forwards  orders  therefor,  the  promptn&s.Sj  accuracy,  and  care  with 
which  his  orders  are  filled  largely  determnie  whether  the  American 
house  with  which  such  orders  arc  placed  can  hold  and  extend  its 
trade  here.  Substitution  and  careless  packing  are  fatal  to  the  devel- 
opment of  satisfactory  trade  relations  here  as  in  otlu^-  foreign  ports. 

If  the  American  merchant  or  niariilfacturer  has  a  branch  house  or 
a  house  that  carries  his  stock  in  Singapore.  Manila,  China',  Hong- 
kong, or  Japan,  consideration  might  profitably  be  given  to  passing 
orders  from  this  port  through  the  nearest  branch  or  repi-csentatiVe 
in  order  to  expedite  delivery. 
Importance  of  Advertising. 

The  complaint  is  heard  that  American  houses  do  not  always  coop- 
erate sufficiently  in  building  up  and  maintaining  a  demand  for  their 
foods  after  arranging  for  their  introduction.  As  a  large  part  of  tho 
usiness  of  this  port  comes  from  estates  and  mines  in  the  Straits 
Settlements,  the  Federated  5falay  States,  the  nonfederated  Slalay 
States,  Southern  Siam,  and  Sumatra,  and  as  much  of  it  is  done 
through  mail  ordei-s,  the  buying  public  can  probably  be  most  effec- 
tively reached  through  newspaper  advertising.  If  the  advertiser  has 
a  trade-mark  for  his  goods  it  should  be  emphasized  in  his  advertise- 
ments, as  the  buying  public,  particularly  the  Chinese,  attach  great 
importance  to  the  "chop"  or  trade  name.  Billboards  are  seldom 
seen,  but  dead-wall  space  is  largely  used.  Street-car  advertising  is 
not  important.  Mailing  personally  addressed  letters  to  individuals 
might  prove  effective  as  a  trade  builder  from  its  very  novelty.  It  is 
noted,  however,  tliat  the  American  houses  whose  goods  have  a  ready 
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Bale  in  tiiJs  inaittt  are  idveitioag  libertUy  in  tlid  IocaI  newspapers 
over  the  names  of  their  distribiifers. 

This  office  will  be  glad  to  cooperate  with  American  exporters  and 
their  local  selling  ngcnfs  in  pnimotirg  sntisfnrtory  tnidc  relntioQS 
and  in  ^stpnding  American  trade  ind  fomim-rce. 

ILisIs  of  linpnrt  nnd  eKpnrt  liiiUNc^i.  tcical  <■^^lIll^,■^s  nf  cnuiuiiTCP,  nnil  nnwB- 
papers  and  oilier  puliliciLliiniw  imblishfil  lU'  ''imihiiini;  cYtfii'iively  In  the  Pwinne 
consulnr  dftiU'lct  uiiijr  tie  ubbUnfKl  ftvim  tlio  Durt^u  of  Fi>n'i;;u  and  Domestic 
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r  c'oojH'i'uUvc  unites. 
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BAIXIVG  COITDIIIOHS  IS  B£W  ZEALAHS. 

IConmil  Gcnersl  Alfred  A.  mnilow,  Aucllanil,  July  10.1 

According  to  the  banking  returns  for  the  quarter  aided  June  30, 
1918,  the  condition  of  the  six  banks  doing  business  in  New  Zealand 
is  given  in  the  following  table,  compu'ed  with  the  same  quarter  la 
1917: 


IWm. 

QUBTtCTlCIK 

edJUBCSO- 

Ucm. 

Qa«ii«s  cndiid  Imw  »— 

1«7 

UIS 

1M7 

IMS 

Pireft-wBft. 

o;2.-,iav, 

130,163,1^1 

i53;io2;M;j 

Dl™art9 

»i,m,«w 

K.AMI.nt 

It  will  be  noted  fty>ni  the  above  that  there  has  been  quite  an  in- 
crease in  all  of  the  items  Rave  in  free  deposits  and  discounts,  which 
me»is  tlut  the  business  of  tlie  country  is  still  in  a  very  prosperous 
caaiitiaa. 

"  ''  ■'  ttSH  LANDED  AT  SEATTLE  IK  JTHTE. 

The  Bureau  of  Fislieries  has  issued  a  statistical  bulletin  giving 
the  quantity  and  value  of  fishery  products  landed  at  Seattle,  Wash^ 
by  American  fishiiig  and  collecting  vessels  during  the  month  of 
June,  1918.  The  li'-hin^  fleet  during  tlic  month  landed  at  this 
port  110  tiips,  aggregating  2,IG0.300  pounds,  having  a  value  to  the 
fishermen  of  S240,ii5C.  Tliese  pi-oducfs  inchided  halibut  1,339,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $198,794;  sablefish,  542,'JOO  pounds,  vahied  at 
$38,021 ;  "  lingcod,"  195,600  pounds,  valued  at  $0,813 ;  and  rockfishcs, 
83,500  pounds,  valued  at  ^li.OiiS.  In  addition  (o  this  catdi,  collecting 
vessels  landed  519,144  pounds  of  salmon,  steolheod  trout,  "Hngcod," 
flound^,  and  otiier  ppecie?,  valued  at  $'">2,9^6. 


OinCES  OF  THE  STTEtEAtT  07  FOREIGN  ABD  DOKESTIC  COMUEBCE. 


M9TS1CI  OfTICES. 
KEW  lOSK:   :S1  tuilomlniBie. 
MSfOXi  1601  CusUukaiiai'. 
(BtUfiai  ft*4  Ptfcnl  BilldlBE. 
BX.  bOCU:  MC  tUt^  NaUoHl  Bnk  Billdlaf. 
nw  OiULUK«:  !•»  HILprala  Basil  BoUillac. 
StU  FBlNCItiCO:  SO!  Cnitomliaiiie. 
BURLE:  S4S  Htmrj  Bnildini. 


COOr^BlTIVE  VFfKXS. 
aj[rEI.JK«Di  ChuUm  ol  Conincrce. 
^l^t'I^^A'^:  ChimlnT  of  Conurrcc. 
tlWnNATl!  OfHfral  Frrlult  \^M.  Smlbm 

■Ulmf.  H  lajdlla  BillUaf. 
hOS  AN6ELEK:  CLiBliFr  tt  Caugrnr. 
PIULIDELI'UIA:  ibamliM  dI  4'oBUrrcf. 
POBTr.A>D,  (IKEC:  Ckumlwr  of  rommtrce. 
UrTON:  <irp.Ur  Dijton  *ssoclj.l1on.  ■ 
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flBST  FEBBO-COITGItETE  ^QF  BITILT  IK  QSEAT  BRITAIV. 

IConsul  GeDer&l  Bobert  P.   Bklnner,  LoodoD,  Julj  £2.1 

The  first  large  ferro-concrpte  vessol  ever  produced  in  Great  Britain 
will  shortly  pass  into  the  service  of  the  Government.  The  vessel  has  a 
displacement  of  about  900  tons  and  a  dead-weight  carrying  capacity 
of  some  400  to  500  tons. 

Tho  following  general  description  was  taken  from  Lloyd's  List: 

Aivurntfly  to  ilfslennte  thp  clnss,  one  shoiilcl  term  tbem  ferro-conerete  or 
reinforced  concrolo  ships.  This  means  that  a  skeleton  Is  employed,  which  Is 
pncked  round  and  fliied  In  with  concrete.  Concrete  Is  strong  under  compression 
but  hns  substrintlally  no  tensile  slretigth.  This  defect  is  therefore  counterlial- 
ance<l  by  "  rclnrorclng "  with  steel  rods.  Different  systems  nre  ado|>te(l,  but 
the  licnei-nl  iirinclple  of  getttnf:  the  steel  Ttortlons  of  the  vessel  into  position  and 
then  pncltlni:  the  concrete  munii  them  obtnios  in  nil. 

In  ssslfcniuR  ailvanlnges  to  concrete  stilps  as  compared  with  steel  productions. 
pcrhHps  the  mnln  factor  is  that  tlicy  meet  the  needs  of  the  moment.  Mnch  less 
steel  is  required,  which  In  Itself  Is  of  tnestlmiible  value  at  the  present  time. 
The  proportion  of  saving  varies  with  the  sl^.e  of  the  ships;  the  larger  the  ship 
the  less  the  savlnfc.  On  a  r)OI)-ton  ship  the  saving  in  steel  would  probably  not 
exceed  about  30  per  cent.  On  a  small  vessel  over  50  i)er  cent  might  bo  saved. 
If  n  hundreil  J.OOO-ton  ships'  were  built  In  ferroconcrete  a  saving  of  aorae  10,000 
tons  of  steel  might  he  looked  for. 

Two  further  ImiMirtiint  ntivantaees  are  chenper  and  quicker  construction. 
Another  weighty  consideration  Is  that  labor  other  than  that  of  exlstln^c  skllle<l 
Blilpwrlghts  can  be  successfully  euiployed.  Again,  the  necessary  shipyard  plant 
ts  cheaper,  simpler,  and  more  easily  Insinlletl,  while  the  materials  for  making 
Uie  concrete  arc  available  in  almost  any  locality. 

It  is  also  piiSKlhle  ticil  n  rliitm  for  lucrcuscd  efficiency  due  to  a  reduction  of 
skin  friction  couiil  be  substantiated. 

One  of  the  main  defects  is  Uie  greater  weight,  which,  type  for  type,  ap- 
proaclies  100  per  cent  Increase.  It  follows  that  there  Is  a  proportionate  In- 
crease In  displacement  for  a  given  dend-weiKbt.  Where  dead-weight  freightage 
is  a  goremlng  failnr  the  concrete  ship  can  only  compare  unfavorably  with 
the  steel  vessel.  Where  "  hulhy  "  articles  liave  to  he  carrleil  the  point  Is  not 
so  important.  Commercinlly,  of  course,  any  increase  of  net  tonnage  Involves 
further  expenditure  for  port  and  barlior  dues. 

Then,  again,  bad  weather  has  a  greater  delaying  effect  when  concrete  ships 
are  Iwiiig  built  than  when  steel  Is  used.  Another  dlfflcully  Is  that  encountered 
Id  launching,  as  the  IncTeascd  weight  adds  to  the  dangers  mirmally  attendant 
on  that  o[ieratlnn. 

From  the  foregoing  bdef  review  It  will  be  seen  that  many  points  of  ad- 
vantage in  the  ferroconcrete  vessel  are  more  than  doubly  valuable  under  pre.s- 
ent  circum.itanres.  liiclr  utility  as  a  war-time  expedient  is  unquestionolile. 
This  Is  particularly  Ihe  case  In  regurU  to  the  smaller  vessels  now  being  pro- 
duced In  this  country. 


SBITISH  BESTRICTIONS  ON  USE  OF  SWEET1[£AI  BOXES. 

The  British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal  states  that  an 
order,  dated  July  19,  has  been  issued  by  tiie  Board  of  Trade  entitled 
"The  Cocoa  and  Sweetmeat  Box  and  Advertisement  Order,"  which 
imposes  certain  restrictions  on  the  manufacture  and  use  of  cocoa  and 
sweetmeat  boxes  and  on  advertising  inconncctionwith  such  products. 

The  order  aims  at  economizing  cardboard  and  paper  by  prohibit- 
ing extravagant  forms  of'packing  and  by  limiting  advertisements. 
In  particular  the  use  of  show  cards,  posters,  window  bills,  and 
packet  stiffeners  is  proliibited,  except  in  so  far  as  such  cards,  etc., 
were  acttially  in  stock  with  the  person  displaying  the  same  at  the 
date  of  the  order. 

rBINIlNQ.jWnCB 
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DAILY  CONSnUR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSDED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUBEAD  Ot  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMUERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COUMERCB 

No.  190       Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  August  14 


To   coDtlnne   throDib   eiport   bills   of  Foreign  trade  a 

lartlng H"-      ' ■■ • 
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TO  CONTIHTTE  TEKOVOH  EXPORT  BILLS  OF  LADINO. 

It  has  been  decided,  after  due  deliberation,  to  continue  the  issuance 
of  fhroiip;h  export  bills  of  lading  via  Pacific  coast  poi-ts  after  Sep- 
tember 30, 

Announcement  was  made  that  through  export  bills  of  lading  would 
be  discontinued  September  30,  due  at  that  time  to  the  shortage  of 
shipping  space  and  resultant  congestion  at  Pacific  coast  ports,  which 
worked  a  decided  hardship  on  the  rail  lines  and  slowed  up  their 
handling  of  war  traffic. 

Conditions  have  since  improved,  and  it  has  now  been  decided  that 
after  surrounding  the  issuance  of  through  bills  of  lading  with  certain 
reasonable  rules  to  protect  and  relieve  the  carriers  of  the  present  bur- 
dens, the  arrangement  can  be  continued. 

Announcement  will  be  made  to  the  public  in  the  near  future  as  to 
the  new  rules. 


HEXJCAN  HIHINQ  ACTIVITIES. 

(Vice  Consul  Luther  K.  Zabrlskle,  Mexico  Cltj,  Julj  24.) 
During  the  month  of  June.  1918,  the  Mexican  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Industry,  according  to  the  July  23  issue  of  El  Kcono- 
mista,  issued  87  mining  titles  for  properties  located  in  various  States 
of  the  Republic,  and  of  this  numl^r  49  belong  to  the  State  of  Sonora 
alone,  where  the  mining  industry  has  assumed  a  considerable  impetus 
during  recent  months. 

Of  these  mines,  16  arc  for  gold  and  si-lver ;  8  for  copper ;  7  for  gold, 
silver,  and  lead;  7  for  gold,  silver,  and  copper;  7  for  silver  and 
copper;  7  for  silver  and  lead;  4  for  molybdenum;  2  for  manganese; 
3  for  antimony;  3  for  fluor-spar;  and  the  remainder  are  for  silver, 
gold,  or  copper  combined  with  various  other  metals. 
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CHILEAN  FOBEION  TBADE  BEACHES  HECORD  TOTAL. 

[Consul  Gontral  I^  J.  Kcoan,  Valparaiso.  Julj  10.] 
The  Chilean  foreign  trade  in  1917  reached  the  record  total  of 
$389,588,610.  The  proTious  record  fieure  was  for  1916,  with  a  total 
for  exports  and  importa  of  $268.678,r>,'U.  In  1912  and  1913  the 
Chiienn  foreign  trade  amounted  to  $2Gl,9r)4,105  and  $264,927,313, 
respectively. 

TJivided  as  to  imports  and  exports,  Chile's  international  trade  for 
tlie  past  six  years  has  been  as  follows : 
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The  increase  in  imports  in  1917  over  1916  was  therefore  $48,383,013, 
and  in  export-^  $72,527,0611. 
Principal  Countries  ParticipatinK  in  Chileui  Trade. 

During  this  six-year  period  the  following  coimtries  have  been  the 
principal  Pources  of  ptipply  for  Chile; 
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The  principal  foreign  purchasing  markets  received   from  Chile 
during  the  past  six  years  merchandise  to  the  following  values : 
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The  total  imports  received  bv  Cliile  from  the  Vnited  States  from 
1912  to  11)17  inclusive,  was  $173,676^211,  and  from  Great  Britain  dur- 
ing the  .same  period,  $153,7^2,197;  and  during  the  same  period 
Chilean  exports  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  $383',881,9U  as 
compared  with  $29C,273.3-i.'i  worth  of  exports  to  Great  Britain,  tJio 
second  nation  of  importance  in  (liilean  foreign  trade. 
EeTMne  from  Impoit  Duties,  Export  Tpft^t,  Etc.    - 

Ttte  customhouse  returns  from  import  duties,  warehouse  charges, 
light  and  buoy  dues,  etc.,  in  191G  were  §52,544,3-Ji>.  and  in  191T 
$50,885,266. 

Goo»^lc 
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The  export  taxes  on  nitrate,  iodine,  and  borax  during  IdlG  and 
1917,  respectively,  were :  Nitrate,  $36,599,903  and  $36,236,520 ;  iodine, 
$613,339  and  $370,369;  and  borax,  $28,257  and  $35,708. 


JAPAKESE  TBASE  IS  LACE  GOODS  AlTD  EUBBOIDEBIES. 

[CODsul  aenersl  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yokohama,  Jul;  11.] 
In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  an  American  firm  as  to  the  demand 
here  for  lace  goods  and  embroideries,  it  can  be  stated  that  as  the 
Japanese  women  cling  very  tenaciously  to  their  style  of  dress  and  as 
no  use  is  made  of  lace  or  embroideries  either  in  their  dress  or  home 
furnishings,  it  is  improbable  that  any  considerable  market  can  bo 
developed  in  Japan  ror  American-made  lace  goods  or  embroideries. 
The  demand  would  be  limited  to  the  foreign  residents  here,  who  now 
number  about  6,000,  exclusive  of  Cliinese,  and  to  such  goods  as  are 
not  being  manufactured  in  Japan. 

Figures  for  production  are  not  available,  but  as  nearly  all  is  ex- 
ported the  following  statistics  of  the  expoits  during  the  last  three 
years  may  be  of  interest. 
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To  the  foregoing  figures  must  be  added  the  no  inconsiderable 
amounts  purchased  by  tourists  and  taken  by  tlicm  to  their  respective 
home,  countries. 

BELGIAN  KONGO  BUDGET. 

(Consul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  Fi-enih  West  Africa,  June  10.] 
For  the  year  1918  the  report  of  the  financial  department  of  the 
Belgian  Kongo  give.'?  a  total  of  57,937,360  francs  in  i-eceipts,  against 
estimated  working  expen.ses  of  64,988,327  francs,  showing  a  deficit  of 
7,050,967  only.  When  it  is  remembered  that  in  1917  a  deficit  of 
16,221,757  francs  was  shown,  and  in  the  preceding  year  one  of  nearly 
23,000,000  francs,  the  last  year's  financial  position  is  a  remarkable 
proof  of  the  colony's  prosperity.  The  budget  anticipations  are  mod- 
erately bused,  says  the  "  Independance  Beige,"  and  there  is  likeli- 
hood of  bigger  receipts,  while  the  figure  for  expenses  may  be  con- 
siderably reduced  owing  to  restrictions  affecting  the  purchase  of  all 
that  is  dispensable  in  the  present  crisis.  The  anticipated  deficit  of 
7,000,000  francs  is  certainly  the  maximnm. 

The  returns  of  customs  are  placed  at  nearly  11,000,000  francs; 
in  1917  the  total  was  only  6,.341,000  francs.  This  is  due  to  increasing 
commercial  activity  and  rise  in  prices  of  merchandise,  a,s  well  as  to 
greater  facilities  in  export.  The  customs  returns  would  have  shown 
still  higher  fibres  if  the  export  of  rubber  and  copal  gum  was  per- 
mitted. Mining  exploitation  is  answerable  for  l^jSOOjOOO  francs, 
an  increase  of  4,000,000  francs  in  the  preceding  year. 

Goo»^lc 
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IHFORTS  OF  FOOOSTTTFFS  AT  BIO  DE  JANEISO  SECSEASIHO. 

[V<«  CoDBtit  Rlcbard  P.  UamBCD,  Bio  de  Jsnclro,  Brazil.  1 
The  development  of  domestic  industry  and  agriciiUuro  in  Brazil 
during  the  period  of  the  war  is  plainly  showD  in  the  decline  of  im- 
ports of  foodstuffs  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  tlie  principal  cliannci  of  im- 
ports for  the  Brazilian  market. 

Prior  to  the  wnr  more  than  4,000  tons  of  rice  wore  imported  an- 
nually, but  this  has  rapidly  decreased,  until  during  1917  less  than 
12  tons  were  received.  Brazil  has  now  become  an  exporter  of  rice, 
and  cultivation  and  new  plantings  are  constantly  being  extended. 
Olive  oil  imports  have  been  reduced  about  70  per  cent  as  compared 
with  four  years  ago,  and  this  product,  which  was  imported  from 
Europe,  is  rapidly  being  replaced  by  the  cheaper  domestic  manu- 
factured cottonseed  oil  The  decrea'^e  in  the  imports  of  codfiish 
from  11,310  tons  in  1913  to  2^o58  tons  in  1917  is  not  attributable  to  ■ 
any  Brazilian  industry  making  up  for  this  difference  but  to  ia> 
creased  cost  and  higli  freight  rates.  This  trade,  principally  with 
Newfoundland,  will  undoubtedly  regain  much  of  its  ftinuer  im- 
portance after  the  war.  The  importation  of  lard  is  at  present  in- 
significant, and  large  quantities  are  being  exported  to  the  armies  of 
the  Allied  nations  in  Europe.  Prior  to  the  war  practically  all  of  the 
potatoes  consumed  in  Brazil  were  imported  either  from  France  or 
Portugal;  now  the  southern  States  of  the  Republic  are  producing 
an  escellent  article  in  such  large  quantities  that  there  were  none 
imported  during:  1917  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  fairly  large  quantities 
are  being  sent  to  Europe.  The  same  is  true  in  the  trade  in  onions. 
Wheat  and  wheat  flour  still  continue  to  be  imported,  and  the  Amer- 
ican article,  due  to  war  necessities,  has  lost  it^  hold  in  this  market, 
which  has  been  diverted  entirely  to  Argentina,  the  logical  supplier 
in  view  of  its  geographical  advantageous  position.  Beans  arc  wing 
grown  on  ii  large  scale,  so  that  the  local  market  is  no'lonfft^  de- 
pendent upon  foreign  supplies.  ' 

Imports  of  Certain  Food  Commodities  and  Their  Piiees. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  (in  kilos  of  2.'2  pounds) 
of  tlie  principal  food  commodities  miported  through  the  port  of  Bi/f 
dc  Janeiro  during  the  years  1913  to  1917,  inclusive. 
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each  commodity  on  board  at  Rio  de  Janeiro.    It  is  difficult,  however, 
to  arrive  at  an  accurate  calculation  of  the  average  price  by  reason  of 
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the  great  fluctuation  in  Brazilian  exchange.    It  should  be  noted  that 
the  customhouse  t&xes  are  not  included  in  these  prices : 
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aEKEBAI  IHFOBT  LICENSE  FKOH  CANADA  AND  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

In  view  of  the  adoption  by  the  Canadian  GoTemment  of  the  same 
policy  of  import  control  as  that  indorsed  by  the  War  Trade  Board 
through  their  import  restrictions,  the  War  Trade  Board  has  deter- 
minedto  continue  to  permit  the  importation  from  Canada  and  New- 
foundland under  a  general  license,  PBF-S,  of  all  articles  except  those 
mentioned  in  the  President's  Import  Proclamation  of  November  28, 
1917,  and  except  calcium  carbide,  olive  oil,  tapioca,  sago,  peanuts, 
rabbit  skins,  toys,  manufactures  of  cotton  not  produced  in  Canada, 
tallow,  cocoa  beans,  featbeis,  pumice,  and  wheat  products. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  200),  the  War 
Trade  Board  has  rescinded  the  order  heretofore  issued  (W,  T.  B.  K. 
161,  (urtended  July  21,  1018),  which  provided  for  the  revocation  as 
of  August  15,  1918,  of  the  above-mentioned  general  license  PBF-3, 
As  to  restricted  commodities,  general  license  PBF-3  authorizes  their 
importation  from  Canada  and  Newfoundland  only  when  they  are 
shipped  by  other  than  ocean  transportation  and  when  they  originate 
io  Canada  or  Newfoundland  or  in  a  country  from  which  their  impor- 
tation direct  is  permitted.  Shipment  from  Newfoundland  to  Canada 
by  boat  and  tbence  overland  by  lake  or  rail  to  the  United  States  is 
not  considered  ocean  transportation  within  the  meaning  of  this 
ruling. 

As  a  part  of  the  new  arrangement  with  Canada,  the  War  Trade 
Board  has  issued  a  general  license  permitting  the  entry  into  the 
United  States  of  commodities  arriving  at  United  States  ports  in  bond 
for  shipment  to  Canadaj  upon  presentation  to  the  collector  of  customs 
of  a  Canadian  import  license  number  covering  the  shipment  in  ques- 
tion. The  Canadian  authoiities  on  their  part  have  agreed  to  au- 
thorize collectors  of  customs  at  their  ports  to  permit  the  entry  of 
shipments  arriving  at  Canadian  ports  in  bond  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  upon  submisKiou  of  proper  evidence  of  the  issuance 
of  a  United  States  import  license  covering  the  importation  in  ques- 
tion- 
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DECEEASES  EXPOBTS  FBOX  PTTESTO  CABELLO  TO  inniES 
STATES. 

fConsul  Frank  Anderson  Tlcnrj,  Puerto  Csbello,  Vcnrau*!*,  Julj  10.1 

Declared  exports  from  Puerto  Cabello  to  the  UnitoJJ  States  for  the 
second  quarter  of  1018  showed  a  large  deerea:^e  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  in  1917.  This  was  due  to  a  number  of  causes, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  lack  of  a  profitable  market  in 
tie  United  States  for  coifee,  Puerto  Cabello  s  principal  export. 
Measures  for  the  control  of  imports  taken  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment reduced  shipments  of  coin,  and  regulations  of  the  steamship 
company,  followed  later  by  those  of  the  United  States  Government, 
reduced  exports  of  hides  and  skins  to  a  fraction  of  their  former 
volume.  That  the  cultivation  of  castor  beans  in  this  district  has  been 
stimulated  by  higher  prices  is  evidenced  by  the  increased  exports. 
Shipments  to  Porto  Kico  increnRod  due  to  the  dpmand  for  foodstuffs 
in  that  island. 

During  the  first  six  montlis  of  1918,  312  invoices  were  certified  at 
this  consulate,  representing  a  total  value  of  $1,220,351  in  comparison 
with  38T  invoices  representing  a  total  value  of  $2,150,708  for  the 
same  period  in  1917. 

The  following  table  sliows  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  invoiced  nt  the  Puerto  Cabello  consulat*  for  the  United 
States  and  Porto  Rico  for  the  three  months  ending  June  30,  1917  and 
1918: 
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UAXIUtJM  FKICES  FOB  ITALIAIT  WHEAT  AND  BICE  8TBAW. 

Ci'onaril  (icnTal  IMivld  F.  Wilbtr,  Oi  noj,  Julj  18.] 

Tlie  Italian  Government  by  a  recent  decree  has  fixed  the  maximum 
prices  for  wheat  straw  of  the  haj-vcst  of  191S  at  12  lire  per  ouintal 
(220.4G  pounds)  if  pressed  in  bales  and  8  lire  if  not  pressed j.  and 
for  rice  straw,  10  lire  per  quintill  if  prcsf-ed  in  bales  and  6  lire  if 
not  pre&sed.  Substitutes  are  worth,  according  to  the  types,  the  same 
maxunuiii  i>rices  as  rice  straw  or  wheat  straw.  (The  normal  ex- 
change value  of  the  lira  is  19,3  cents  United  States  currency.) 
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DETELOPMEHT  07  ABOEimNE  MICA  IKBITSTBY. 

[CoDBQ]  GeDErai  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  June  5.1 

The  principal  destination  of  mica  exported  through  the  custom- 
houses of  Argentina  during  the  year  1917,  according  to  data  fur- 
nished this  office,  was;  England,  71,012  pounds;  United  states, 
52,470  pounds;  Italy,  12,099  pounds;  and  Spain,  2,800  pounds. 
-  The  exploitation  of  mica  in  this  country  is  only  incidental  up  to 
now.  It  does  not  constitute  an  established  induKtry,  and  it  is  made 
on  a  rather  reduced  scale  by  numerous  private  individuals,  accord- 
ing to  the  fluctuations  of  the  market.  Very  great  changes  are  noted 
from  one  year  to  another.  On  the  other  hand,  according  to  data  in 
the  possession  of  the  bureau  of  mines  here,  the  national  industries 
make  considerable  use  of  mica  produced  in  Argentina,  so  tliat  tf.e  ex- 
portation of  this  article  depends  upon  the  variable  necessities  of  tlie 
industry.  There  will  be  undoubtedly  a  greater  production  of  mica 
in  191S  than  in  1917,  since  an  increasing  interest  in  the  e.^ploitation 
of  this  article  is  very  noticeable. 
Shlpmenti  Sarins  Past  Six  Tears. 

The  following  tigures  sliow  the  variations  through  wliich  the  expor- 
tation of  mica  has  passed  during  the  last  few  ycai-s:  1912,  14,-^H5 
pounds;  1913.  14,178;  1914,  725;  1915,  none;  1916,  14,033;  and  1917, 
139,045  pounds. 

No  special  study  has  been  made  with  this  mineral,  from  the  stand- 
point of  its  industrial  possibilities.  It  is  known  that  the  mica  beds 
are  mimerous  and  abundant,  especially  in  the  Provinces  of  Cordoba, 
San  Luis,  and  San  Juan,  and  that  in  many  of  these  sheets  of  the 
highest  qiiality  are  obtained,  Tlie  geographic  studies  that  have  been 
published  show  equally  the  abundance  of  mica  strata  in  sight.  But 
it  is  not  possible  to  form  a  joint  appraisal  from  these  data  regarding 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  exploitable  beds. 
Increase  In  Prices. 

During  the  last  six  months  the  prices  of  mica  have  increased  by 
from  25  to  30  per  cent,  owing  to  the  fact  that  four  or  five  (ierman 
houses  are  collecting  and  holding  the  mica  in  deposits,  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  preventing  its  exportation.  One  house  was  said  to  have  at 
the  time  4  tons  of  mica  for  sale.  The  mica  sliipped  to  the  United 
States  is  both  clear  and  spotted,  laminated  and  beveled. 

A  company  claiming  to  have  recently  sent  samples  of  mica  for 
analysis  in  the  United  States  says  that  iron  had  been  found  in  com- 
position with  the  mica,  which,  it  is  sai<l,  would  render  it  prone  to 
explosions  if  used  for  electrical  purposes. 

IPrices  of  Argentine  mlea  were  given  in  a  report  publislie<l  Id  Commerce 
Ekpobts  for  Sept.  12,  1917.] 

DEFABTUENT  T&TXNG  TO  LOCATE  HABBT  K.  BEACHT. 
The  Department  of  Commerce  is  endeavoring  to  locate  Harry  M. 
Beachy,  an  American  seaman,  who  has  been  awarded  by  the  British 
Government  a  silver  medal  in  recognition  of  the  part  which  he  had 
in  saving  the  crew  of  the  British  schooner  Busy  Bee.  Mr.  Beachey 
was  bom  December  22,  1894,  either  at  Baltimore  or  at  Grants- 
ville,  Md.  Every  effort  to  locate  Beachey  has  been  made,  btit  so  far 
without  success.  The  medal  is  now  being  held  in  the  department  in 
jtbe  hope  that  some  trace  of  Beachey  may  be  found.  i  _, 
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GOOD  VANILLA  CROP  SAKVESTED  IK  OTTAIIELOnPE. 

[Consul  llcnrjf  T.  Wllcoi,  GnadcloTjpe,  French  West  Indies,  Jnlj  16,1 
The  crop  of  vanilla  which  was  harvested  and  cured  during  the 
first  five  months  of  1918  proved  to  be  the  best  that  Quadeloupe  has 
erer  produced.  The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  exports 
of  vanilla  and  vanillon  during  1915,  1916}  1917,  and  the  first  six 
months  of  1918 : 
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Figures  for  the  total  exports  of  these  products  during  the  first  half 
of  1918  are  not  available,  out  it  is  an  established  fact  mat  almost  all 
of  the  shipments  went  to  the  United  States. 
Prices — Stock  of  Currt  Beaut. 

In  spite  of  the  exceptionally  large  crop  prices  for  both  green  and 
cured  beans  did  not  fall  below  those  paid  during  1917,  the  average 
pricps  for  both  year,s  having  been  4  francs  per  kilo  for  green  beans 
and  20  fiancs  per  iiilo  for  well-cured  beans.  There  were  several  new 
buyers  in  tlie  field,  and  competition  was  keen. 

Most  of  the  exporters  succeeded  in  shipping  their  goods  before 
the  War  Trade  Board  prohibited  the  importation  of  vanilla  from  the 
West  Indies,  but  two  or  three  of  them  delayed  too  long  and  now  have 
stocks  on  their  hands.  Estimates  as  to  the  quantity  of  cured  beans 
now  in  Guadeloupe  vary  widely,  but  it  is  very  probable  tliat  the  total 
does  not  exceed  18,000  pounds. 


FOBEiaN  TRADE  OF  TURKET. 

(MiMldclclHer  fra  UdonrieBmlalsterlet,  Copenliag^n,  191S.  vol.  1.) 

\Vith  a  \  ic;w  to  throw  some  light  on  the  workings  of  the  new  tariff 
of  Turkey  tlie  Department  of  Statistics  has  publi^ed  a  review  of  the 
foreign  trade  of  Turkey  for  tlie  latter  half  of  the  fiscal  vear  1332 
(1916-17). 

Strictly  speaking,  the  data  relate  to  a  period  of  only  five  and  a  half 
months,  as  the  fiscal  year  in  question  ended  Februai-y  15,  1917,  due 
to  the  law  of  Febi-uiiiy  8,  1917,  which  introduced  the  Gregorian 
calendar.     The  data  are  somewhat  incomplete,  however. 

The  dcpartiiiont  had  no  information  on  imports  or  cxiKirts  passing 
thi'ough  Bagdad,  and  the  large  military  importations  reaching  Con- 
Etantinople  by  rail  are  likewise  excluded. 

The  goods  are  shown  in  groiij)s  corresponding  to  the  new  tariff, 
and  special  efforts  are  made  to  show  the  operations  of  the  various 
customhouses  still  open  for  the  i)eriod  since  September  1, 1916,  when 
the  new  tariff  law  went  into  effect. 

N^otwithf^tanding  the  closing  of  the  Dardanelles,  the  Bay  of  Smyrna, 
the  Shntt-el-Arnb,  and  the  Persian  Gulf,  considerable  trading  has 
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been  done  ■with  the  (German)  allied  or  with  neutral  countries,  and 
particularly  with  Germany  ajid  Austria-Hungary. 

The  exports  totaled  $14,986,000,  and  the  imports  $0,726,000,  leaving 
a  balance  in  favor  of  Turkey  of  $5,260,000. 
Destination  of  Exports — Principal  Articles  of  Stilpmeot. 
The  exports  by  countries  were  as  follows : 
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The  exports  to  Germany  consisted  chiefly  of  raw  mat«rials  and 

foodstuffs.    Quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  classes  of  goods 
exported  were  as  follows: 
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Conntiles  of  Orig:la  of  Imports. 

The  total  value  of  dutiable  goods  imported  was  $-1,744,000,  and 
of  free  goods,  $4,083,000.  The  following  table  ^hows  the  imports 
by  countries: 
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The  trade  with  Germany  rcprewente*!  55  per  cent  of  the  total  trade, 
that  country  takin{>:  73  per  cent  of  the  Turltish  exports  and  furnish- 
ing less  than  '28  per  cent  of  the  imports. 

Koumania  furnished  principally  grain  and  Hour,  receiving  hardly 
anything  in  return. 

Tlie  excess  of  imports  from  Aiistria-IInngary  over  exports  to  that 
country  is  due,  amouf;  otiicr  thinj;,-;,  to  the  Ini^e  imports  of  suj'ar. 
During  the  five  and  a  half  months  m  question,  Turkey  imported  from 
Austria-Hungary  1,627,783  pounds  of  sugar,  valued  at  $()91,850. 

The  bulk  of  the  imports  from  Persia  was  represented  by  52,911 
pofunds  of  wool,  valued  at  $61,600. 

INoTE. — The  Turkish  plaster  has  been  cons'erled  ihroughciut  at  tlio  rate  of 
$0.(M4.] 
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COMPILATION  OF  COHKEBCIAL  STATISTICS. 
[Vice  Coaanl  Richard  P.  MoiUBen,  EIo  de  Janeiro,  Braill.l 

The  President  of  Brazil,  by  decree  No.  12,992,  of  April  24.  1918, 
has  promulgated  the  resolution  regarding  the  preparation  of  com- 
mercial statistics,  passed  by  the  International  American  Conference 
in  Buenos  Aires,  August  20, 1910,  and  approved  by  the  President  of 
Brazil  in  decree  No.  2,881,  of  November  9, 1914. 

The  principal  recommendations  of  this  resolution  are  as  follows  t 

That  the  section  of  commerce,  customs,  and  statistics  shall  com- 
pile and  arrange  all  the  data  needful  for  a  precise  knowledge  of  the 
processes  used  by  the  various  American  Republics  for  the  compila- 
tion of  commercial  statistics ;  shall  prepare  a  comparative  report  on 
this  subject;  and  shall  draw  up  a  program  of  bases  to  be  submitted 
to  the  various  governments  for  ratification  and  for  the  preparation 
of  instructions  to  their  respective  delegations  to  the  5th  Pan-Ameri- 
can Conference. 

The  program  of  bases  shall  deal  with  the  following  qu&stions: 
(a)  Uniform  procedure  in  determining  international  commercial 
values;  (b)  similar  classification  or  grouping  of  exported  or  im- 
ported commodities;  (c)  identical  standard  for  determining  places 
of  origin  and  destination;  {d)  employment  of  the  same  commercial 
nomenclature  as  far  as  divereities  of  language  will  permit;  (e) 
adoption  of  identical  meanings  for  terms  in  commercial  statistics; 
(/)  rigorous  observance  of  the  decimal  metric  system. 


UGHT  KEEPEHS'  PATHIOTIC  8PIBIT. 

Letters  fram  a  light  keeper  in  tlie  State  of  AVashington  and  from 
one  in  our  island  territory  of  Porto  Rico  typify  equally  well  the  spirit 
that  maltes  the  Nation  a  unit  to  win  the  war.  C.  A.  Wood,  keeper  of  ' 
the  Bybee  Landing  Post  Light  at  Kalama,  Wash.,  whose  salary  is 
$10  a  month,  writes  as  follows,  under  date  of  July  19: 

I  bought  foHr  War  Savings  Stamps  alxiut  March  1  of  our  Kalama  post- 
master ami  told  hiiti  that  I  was  galng  to  buy  one  a  month  for  the  full  year,  if 
I  posBlblj'  could.  That  was  before  the  pledge  cards  came  ouL  I  now  have 
seven  on  my  certificate  and  Intend  to  keep  right  on  as  long  as  they  are  needed. 
My  wife  ami  I  are  Ketting  along  toward  the  "three  score  and  ten"  and  felt 
that  tlie  Liberty  bonds  migtit  outlive  us.  We  only  have  a  few  acres  that  we  can 
cultivate  and  are  trying  to  support  ourselves,  but-lf  our  property  la  necessary, 
to  win  tlie  war,  our  country  can  have  it  all. 

The  keeper  of  the  Mayaguez  Harbor  Range  Lights  in  Porto  Rico, 
in  contributing  two  days'  salary  to  the  Red  Cross,  expressed  himself 
as  follows : 

It  has  been  Impossible  for  me  to  purchase  War  Savings  Stamps  or  subscribe 
to  tlie  lost  Liberty  loan.  My  shortage  Is  due  to  the  fact  that  my  salary  Is  very 
small ;  but  at  any  rate,  I  wish  to  contribute  In  some  way,  and  I  have  decided  to 
give  an  amount  corresponding  to  two  days  of  my  salary  for  the  monUt  of  May, 
which  amounts  to  $1.10,  to  the  Red  Cross. 


Opening  for  Qoalif  ed  Dentist  in  Mexico. 

Consul  Norton  F.  Brand,  of  Salina  Cruz,  reports  that  it  is  ben 
lieved  that  there  is  a  good  opening  for  a  qualified  American  dentist  on,  i 
the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  /  \^(~tn|r 
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TBASi:  01  PITEBTO  CABUXO  WITH  WEST  IHHIAB  POETS. 

(Consul  Frank  AnderBoa  IlenrT.  Pusilo  Cabello,  Vtupzuvla,  July  lo.] 

An  interesting  developinent  iu  tho  export  trade  of  fhis  port  during 
tlie^  present  jear  has  been  the  large  increase  in  tlic  exportji  to  the 
iWest  Indies.  These  vahire  for  the  first  six  months  of  lyiS  were 
$510,476,  compared  with  $.'50,4Si  for  the  first  six  mouths  of  1917. 
This  }ms  been  due  to  the  combination  of  circumstances  by  ^vhich  a 
shortage  of  foodstuffs  existed  in  tho  islands,  and  Venezuela  at  the 
same  time  possessed  a  surplus  for  export  of  some  food  pioducts. 
The  exports  consisted  largvlv  of  com  and  beans,  of  which  \  euezuela 
has  had  large  cix)ps  during  the  jiast  year;  also  coffee,  lard,  cottonseed 
oil,  and  other  foodstuffs  in  smaUer  quantities.  Practically  all  of 
these  are  believed  to  have  been  for  consumption  in  the  islanas  them- 
selves, vrith  the  exception  of  the  sliipments  of  coffee  to  Curasao, 
amounting  to  16,403  Gags,  weighing  1,020  tons',  and  valued  at  $164,- 
813,  the  greater  part  of  which  weic  sent  there  for  transshipment. 
The  exports  to  Trinidad  consialed  largely  of  fertilizer  from  tlie 
local  packing  house. 

Nearly  all  of  this  West  Indian  trade  has  been  cariied  in  schooners 
flying  either  tlie  Dutch  or  the  Venezuelan  flags.  The  charter  rates 
hare  been  very  profitable  to  the  owners,  who  received,  in  the  case 
of  shipments  to  Cuban  ports,  between  $18  and  $26  per  ton.  At 
present  exports  to  Cuba  have  almost  ceased,  as  the  prices  now  pre-  ' 
vailing  there  are  not  sufficiently  profitable. 

Another  development  that  may  affect  Venezuela's  trade  with  near- 
by countries  has  Ixxm  the  sending  of  a  steamer  of  the  coastal  navi- 
gation company  on  voyages  to  Trinidad,  to  Colombia,  and  to  Colon. 
On  its  return  trips  from  the  latter  places  it  has  brought  Colombian 
flour  from  Barranquilla  and  Chilean  flour  from  Colon,  thus  reliev- 
ing Jo  some  extent  the  great  f^hortugf  of  wheat  flour  iu  the  country. 
Exports  to  W«st  Indian  Islands. 

The  following  table  shows  (he  exports  (the  quantity  being  in 
metric  tons)  fi-om  Puerto  Cabello  to  West  Indian  islands  during  the 
first  six  months  of  1017  and  of  191S, 
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Recent  Research  Work  of  the  Bureau. 
Statistical  statements  have  recently  been  prepared  by  the  Re- 
search Division  of  the  Bureau  of  fi'tueign  and  I>omcfitic  Conmiprcc 
on  the  followine  subjects:  Imports  of  grain,  pulse,  and  nicnl  into  the 
TTnioB  of  South  Africa  for  1017;  expoi-ls  of  toys  from  Japan  to 
foreign  couutrios  for  1017;  and  the  toy  trade  of  tho  United  Kingdom 
during  1317. 
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ASaEHUKE  FOEEIOK  TBADE  SVSDTa  1917. 

[CommeTclit  Attache  Robert  S.  Barrett,  Bueoos  Aim.] 
Statistics  recently  issued  by  the  Argentine  Government  show  that 
the  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country  during  the  calendar 
year  1917  was  $897,9ii4,034  United  States  currency,  of  which  $530,- 
914,097  represented  exports  and  $307,009,937  imports,  leaving  a  net 
trade  balance  in  favor  of  the  country  of  $163,904,160.  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  country  the  statistics  show  actual  c.  i.  f. 
values.  Heretofore  fixed  values  corresponding  to  the  Argentine 
tariff  were  used  in  computing  these  statistics.  These  values  were 
fixed  in  1898  and  no  longer  represent  actual  values.  The  increase  in 
the  values  of  imports  in  1917  over  those  of  1910,  when  actual  values 
and  fixed  values  were  approximately  the  same,  range  from  5.7  per 
cent  on  silk  goods  to  259.'2  per  cent  on  china  and  glass  ware.  Since 
the  commencement  of  the  war  the  values  of  imports  have  increased 
95.3  per  cent  and  of  exports  74.7  per  cent. 

The  Argentine  Government  has  rectified  the  total  values  of  exports 
and  imports  for  the  years  1913,  1914,  1915.  1916,  and  1917  to  corre- 
spond to  actual  values,  and  these  rectified  figures  are  as  follows: 
Imports— 1913,  $478,859,146;  1914,  $311.iJ41,415;  1915,  $294,795,926; 
1916,  $.353.316,001 ;  1917,  $367,009.9.37.  Exports— 191.3,  $500,985.551 ; 
1914,  $389,021,914;  1915,  $501,803,004;  1916,  $552,994,539;  1917, 
$530,914,097. 
Poiltion  of  Eaab  Conntir  in  Import  Trade  or  Argentina. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  value  in  TTnitod  Statas  cur- 
rency of  Argentine  imports  from  the  various  countries  of  the  world 
for  the  years  1913, 1914, 1915, 1916,  and  1917: 
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The  position  gained  by  the  United  States  in  its  trade  with  Argen- 
tina is  clearly  shown  by  the  above  figures.  In  1913,  the  year  prior 
to  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  United  States  stood  third  in  the  list 
of  countries  supplying  Argentina  with  imported  goods.  Great 
Britain  was  first  with  a  lead  of  approximately  $68,000,000  over 
Germany,  whose  exports  to  the  country  exceeded  those  of  the  United 
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States  by  $10,000,000.  In  1916  the  United  States  forthefirst  time  took 
Srst  place,  leading  Great  Britain  b;  a  margin  of  about  $4,000,000. 
Italy  had  been,  able  to  hold  its  own  and  took  third  place,  with  Frunco 
fourth.  In  1917,  the  lead  of  the  United  States  had  become  so  firmly 
estt\\)(ished  that  those  familiar  with  biit-incss  conditions  in  Argentina 
are  convinced  that  it  will  nci^er  be  dislodpod  from  that  position. ,  In 
that  year  its  imports  were  valued  at  $l;J.'! ,'25 1.949,  compared  with 
$80,080,322  for  Great  Britain.  Brazil,  whose  business  with  Argentina 
had  been  steadily  increasing  since  the  Iwpinning  of  the  wnr,  took  third 
place,  with  imports  valued  at  $36,549,98.'»,  Spain,  the  only  important 
neutral  in  Europe,  which  has  been  incrensin;;  its  impurt-^  since  the 
war,  was  fourth,  with  a  total  of  $26,530,672.  Italy  and  France  were 
fifth  and  sixth.  re9|)ectively,  the  first  with  imports  of  $2.'5,421,S56  and 
the  second  with  $21,811,554.  An  importnnt  gnin  has  bwn  made  by 
Japan.  In  1913  the  imports  from  that  country  were  valued  at 
$986,151,  and  m  1917  they  incrcase<l  to  S3.203.081.  The  establish- 
ing of  a  brauch  of  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  in  Buenos  Aires  and 
two  Japanese  steamship  lines  between  Japanese  ports  and  Buenos 
Aires  will  enable  Japanese  manufacturers  to  retain  a  large  part  of 
their  business  with  Argentina,  which  has  largely  been  the  result  of 
war  conditions.  Trade  between  other  South  American  countries 
and  Argentina  has  been  greatly  developed.  In  addition  to  the  largo 
gain  made  bv  Brazil.  Chile  has  increased  iti  impwrts  from  $801,148 
in  1913  to  $3.601..'>96  in  1917.  Paraguay  from  $2,579,567  in  1913 
to  *5.031.341  in  1917,  and  Uruguay  from  $3,630,490  in  1913  to 
$6,733,199  in  1917. 
Share  of  Each  Country  In  Ar^ntine  Export  Trade. 

The  following  table  gives  tho  value  of  the  exports  to  the  various 
countries  during  the  five  years  ended  with  1917 : 
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In  purchases  from  Argentina  the  .United  States  has  nindc  a  phe- 
nomenal gain,  and  in  1917,  for  the  first  time,  took  first  place,  among 
the  countries  buying  Argentine  products.  The  purchases  of  tlio 
.United  States  increased  from  $23,728,409  in  1913  to  $155,626,283  in 
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1917.  Great  Britain,  which  occupied  first  place  in  1913  with  pur- 
chases from  Argentina  valued  at  $124,750,403,  is  now  second  with  a 
total  only  slightly  below  that  of  the  United  States.  France  occupies 
third  place,  with  purchases  in  1917  valued  at  $70,029^08,  and  Italy 
fourth  with  $27,883,227. 
Principal  Articles  Imported. 

The  principal  articles  imported  in  1917,  with  their  value,  are  given 
below; 


Artie,,* 

V»]u«. 

ArticltB. 

Value. 

Llm  stock 

t2,3S1,S<tO 
3,106,87)1 
41, OH, 490 

g,oai,7w 
i6,o«i,9n 

4,TfW,156 
3.013,  fV>« 

ioiiwctiswi 

1B.018,»M 

3,  ess,  587 

Lumber  ami  wood: 

Foodslufls: 

tl3,aM,l43 

2,J02,K13 

Fapor  and  manuBirturM  ol: 

■S'^'SS 

""■.•JJSi-.....,"....™..,.-. 

Flour,  nia™™(,ilarch,ew 

14, lie,  744 

^V^- 

S".K!ES"""°*"^- 

ll,3M,Sa 

Stonp.cemcnl,  xlasswarc,  plc; 

OUa,  mineral,  mtdlclnal.  and  grciLScs . . 
tkulsubslan^sondproaucls 

13,118,451 

S67.0(»,l»l!7 

AitlolcE  «f  Export. 

The  principal  articles  exported  during  1917,  with  their  quantity 
and  value,  were  as  follows : 
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FISH  SmPHEFTS  PBOH  STTLF  REOIOH  BISCOimNUED  DUBIKO 
AUOTTST. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries .  reports  tliat  sfitisfactorv  progrr..-;  has 
been  made  in  shipping  fish,  in  carldnd  lots,  fioni  Ffortila  to  Nash- 
ville, Louisville,  and  Lidiannpoiis.  Since  the  initiation  of  this  n-ork 
in  June,  about  150,000  pounds  of  giilf  fish  in  priine  condition,  in- 
cluding red  snajipei',  mullet,  sea  catfish,  jionipano,  grouper,  and 
various  species  of  bottom  fish,  have  been  inndc  aiiiilahle  to  con- 
sumers in  tlieise  cities.  As  the  dealers  do  not  think  they  will  be  able 
to  find  a  ready  sale  for  these  fish  during  August,  bccau'*  of  the  hot 
weather  conditions  and  the  large  number  of  persons  leaving  the 
*  cities  for  this  period,  shipments  will  be  discontinued  during  this 
month. 

NEW  NOAWEOIAF  PROCESS  FOE  HAASENIHa  LEATHER. 

[Weekly  Bulletlli,  CanaiU»n  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerw,  Ottawa,  July  20.] 

A  Norwegian  engineer  of  the  city  of  Arendal,  Norway,  claims  to 
have  succeeded  after  a  series  of  experiments  in  inventing  a  method 
whereby  sole  leather  can  be  hardened  so  that  it  attains  two  or  three 
times  its  usual  streneth.  The  hardening  may  be  done  in  several 
degrees,  until  the  leather  becomes  stiff  as  wood.  It  is  claimed  tliat 
after  suitable  hardening,  sufiicient  for  common  shoes  or  boots,  it 
does  not  lose  any  of  its  elasticity.  Another  advantage  claimed  is 
that  after  this  treatment  the  leather  better  resists  moisture  and  heat. 
It  is  alleged  that  leather  not  otherwise  suitable  for  anything  but  in- 
soles may  through  this  treatment  become  a  satisfactory  sole  leather. 
The  engineer  is  patenting  his  invention  and  sole  leather  treated 
after  bis  method  will  soon  be  placed  on  the  market  in  Norway. 


BEDUCED  DUTY  ON  BEER  Of  SEXICO. 

(Vice  Consul  r,uther  K.  Zabrlnklc,  Meilco  City,  July  38.] 

The  Diario  Oficial,  of  July  24,  gives  notice  of  reductions  in  the 
duty  on  beer  as  follows :  Beer  in  bottles  or  Jars,  per  kilo  legal  weight, 
0.0d!>  peso,  formerly  0.30  peso;  beer  in  barrels,  per  kilo  gross  weight, 
0.06  peso,  formerly  0.20  peso.  These  items  arc  now  numbered  370A 
and  571A,  respectively,  in  the  tariff,  and  no  change  is  made  in  the 
duty  on  cider,  hitherto  included  with  beer  in  items  570  and  571. 
The  reduced  duties  went  into  effect  on  July  22.  (Peso,  normal  ex- 
change, $0,498;  legal  weight  includes  the  weight  of  bottles,  but  not 
that  of  wooden  cases.) 

(An  unofficial  report  of  the  above  chnngea  in  duty  was  published  in  Com- 
MEKCE  Reports  for  July  27.] 

TBANSTAAL  MINING  LEA8ES  ANB  HINEBAL  LAW  AMENDED. 

The  Union  of  South  Africa  Govemmpnt  Gazette  of  ,Tune  4  con- 
tains an  act  of  Parliament  making  further  provision  as  to  the  leasing 
of  the  right  to  work  precious  and  base  metals  in  the  Transvaal,  and 
amending  the  precious  and  base  metals  act  (1908)  of  the  Transvaal 
in  other  respects.  A  copy  of  thisipsue  of  the  Gazette  has  bonn  re- 
ceived from  Consul  General  George  H.  Murphy  and  may  be  exam- 
ined at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  iipon  refer- 
ring to  file  No,  104020.  ,  ,  , 
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COHSOIIDATIOK  OF  iRAZTUAS  COXPAinES  AUTHOBIZED. 

IVlce  ConRul  Blcberd  P.  Momaen,  Rto  de  Jaaelro,  Julf  1.) 

The  President  of  Brazil  has  authorized  the  consolidation  of  the 
"Companliia  Commercio  e  Navegacao  (Commercial  Navigation  Co.), 
and  the  "Moinho  Santa  Cruz"  (Santa  Cruz  Mill),  the  new  company 
to  be  known  under  the  name  of  the  former.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
Commercial  Navigation  Co,  has  been  increased  by  this  fusion  from 
10,000  to  15,000  contos  of  rets  (about  $3,750,000  in  American  cur- 
rency). 

The  purpose  of  tlie  company  remains  the  same,  viz,  commerce  and 
navigation,  especially  trade  in  salt,  with  the  added  wheat-flour  in- 
dustry of  the  important  mill  just  acquired. 


NEW  ZEAUUIB  WHEAT  C&OP. 

[Consul  Ueneral  AUred  A.  WIdhIow,  Auckland,  Jul;  10.} 

According  to  the  best  information  obtainable  at  this  time  there  will 
be  quite  a  shortage  of  the  wheat  supply  from  the  1917-18  crop,  which 
is  estimated  by  some  to  be  about  1,000,000  bushels,  and  from  the 
present  outlook  the  1918-19  crop  will  probably  fall  short  of  the  past 
year's  crop. 

Tlie  fall  seeding  was  about  15  per  cent  below  the  fall  seeding  lasfc 
year,  and  the  indications  are  that  the  spring  seeding  will  scarcely 
come  up  to  last  spring  seeding,  with  the  weather  not  so  very  favorable 
to  date. 


PROPOSALS  FOB  OOVEBNHEHT   SITFPLIES   &SJ)   COKSTBUCTION. 

[CorroBpoiidt'Doo  ahanM  be  direct  with  llie  offlres  nnmi'd,  and  spec]  Heat  I  on  a  and  otbor 
information  can  usually  be  ohtnlnpd  at  the  points  where  the  (tnods  are  to  be  deli»ered 
or   the  work    In   tn  lie   nprfnrrapd.      In    paana    ivhiTp    Ih..   lime    limit    Is    100    BhOM    tO   permit 

Ae  molllnR  Ksia  of  sucb  offlcea 
Hlmllar  nature.] 

Wall  construction.  No.  ."iaes. — Sealed  pTO|>osal8  will  be  received  at  the  Unlteil 
StitCes  Engineer  Office.  War  I>eiM»rtinetit,  Room  415,  Customhouse,  Slacin- 
nntl,  Onio,  until  September  9,  1918,  for  conatrucUng  gnlde  walls  at  I»cka 
Nob.  9  and  10  and  guard  walla  at  Locks  Nob.  11, 12, 13.  and  14,  owd  the  psr- 
tlal  deniolition  aud  rebuilding  of  a  guide  wall  at  Lock  No.  14,  Kentucky 
River,  Ky. 

Mcdicfil  stippft'es,  No.  5369. — Sealed  propoBnls  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Dppot,  Unite<l  States  Aniiy,  WaBliington,  D.  C,  until  August  17, 1918, 
for  furnishing  and  delivering  the  following :  Boric  acid,  nitric  acid,  pbospbo- 
uiolybdlc  add,  tartaric  acid,  adonlte,  aesculln,  arsenlous  oxide,  egg  albumen, 
alcohol,  animoDiiim  potasslutu  tsrtarate,  nmmoiitated  mercury,  beeswax, 
calcium  phosphate,  etc.    Refer  to  Circular  No.  854. 

nydrauHo  ttirUne,  No.  B370. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  United 
States  Keclamation  Service,  Deportment  of  the  Interior,  Denver,  Colo.,  until 
October  1,  1918,  for  furniabiug  a  5,000-kilowatt  vertical  hydraulic  turbine 
and  generator. 

Window  glass.  No.  5371. — Seated  proposals  will' be  received  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lighthouses,  Tompklnsvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  August  19,  1918,  for 
72  boxes  of  window  glass. 

OFFICES  OF  XHE  BOHEAU  OF  FOBEIOIT  AKD  DOHESTIC  COMHEECE. 
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BBITISH  COMMITTEE  TO  FIX  COTTON  PRICES. 

[Cabtrgrau  from  Consul  Gcueral  Robert  P.  Sklancr,  London,  dalcd  Aug.  10.] 

Board  of  Trade  issues  order  creating  official  values  committee  for 
dealings  in  raw  cotton,  this  committee  to  fix  and  notify  daily  official' 
value  of  cotton.  Spot  prices  ruling  in  Southorn  States  of  United 
States  and  in  Alexandria  taken  as  basis  of  official  value  plus  approxi- 
mate cost  of  transportation,  insurance,  placing  in  warehouse  in 
Liverpool  or  Manchester,  and  such  profit  and  other  charges  as  the 
Board  of  Trade  may  from  time  to  time  allow.  Official  vahie  of  other 
growths  shall  be  fixed  by  reference  to  cost  in  country  of  origin  or  by 
reference  to  official  value  of  nearest  grade  of  American  or  Egyptian 
cotton.  Maximum  price  at  which  raw  cotton  may  be  bought  or  sold 
shall  not  exceed  by  more  than  5  per  cent  the  official  value  last  fixed 
for  cotton.  All  persons  who  buy  or  sell  raw  cotton  of  any  growth 
shall  make  return  of  every  purchase  or  sale. 


WAR  TRADE  BOARD  RULINGS. 

mPOSTATION   OF   OUTTA  JODLATDNO. 

The  restriction  imposed  by  the  "War  Trade  Board  upon  the  im- 
portation of  gutta  joolatong  (variously  Imown  as  jelutong  and  ponti- 
anac)  has  been  modified  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  IM)  to  the 
extent  of  permitting  the  importation  of  a  limited  amount  necessary 
for  essential  purposes  in  this  country  during  the  remainder  of  the 
calendar  y^&r.  The  amount  so  licensed  will  be  allocated  by  the 
Bureau  of  Imports  of  the  War  Trade  Board  among  manufacturers 
in  accordance  with  their  requirements  for  the  production  of  com- 
modities essential  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war. 

ADDITIONS  TO   THE  EZPOET   CONSEBTATIOIT  LIST. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  K. 
190),  the  addition  of  the  following  commodities  to  the  Export  Con- 
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servatioii  Li^t,  effective  August  15,  1018,  bones,  sliin,  thigh.  And  un- 
gi-ound;  flour,  tapioca  X-1.        '' 

SHELLAC  AKD  OTHER  LACS  OM  SEBTBICTED  IHP0BT8  LIST. 

The  Will-  Trade  Board  had,  by  a  new  ruling  <\V.  T.  B.  It.  202), 
plnced  shcJInc.  button  lac,  seed  lac,  gamet  lac,  and/or  Kecric  or. 
rpfnsc  Inc  on  the  List  of  Kcsf  rictod  ImportH.  AH  outstanding  licenses 
for  the  iuiporlntjon  of  these  commodities  have  been  revoked  as  to 
ocean  shipuiciils  after  Augu^.t  l"),  1918,  and  hereafter  no  licenses 
for  their  importation  will  be  i:^sued  except  such  an  will  cover  the 
followiiiff: 

(1)  .Sliipments  from  Canada  or  Mexico  liy  other  than  ocean  trans- 
port at  imi. 

(2)  Shipmciils  from  Calcutta  between  the  Ist  day  of  October, 
1!)1S,  !ind  the  31at  day  of  March,  liHi),  inclusive,  of  a  tola!  of  nof  to 
exceed  5.000  tons. 

(3)  vShipments  on  ves'-ols  of  the  United  States  Navy  of  quantities' 
for  mililiirv  or  naval  use. 

IKPOKTATIOH  OF  CHE080TE  OIL. 

List  of  Restricted  Imports  No.  1  haf,  bv  a  new  ruling  of  the  War 
Trade  Board  {W.  T.  B.  E.  201).  l)eeii  so" far  modified  iis  to  permit 
the  iiiiportiitioji  from  Japan  of  ^.iHh*.()O0  gallons  of  creosote  oil 
(item  14)  during  the  remainder  i>>'  ih,'  pr-e.-^ent  calendar  year. 

Lieensi's  for  (he  iniportafion  o!  lit::;  i|iii»iitity  of  ciTO.-ote  oil  from 
Japan  may  be  i.=^ued  dnrinp-  the  remainder  of  the  present  calendar 
year  when  the  applications  are  otherwise  in  order,  with  the  proviso 
that  siicli  oil  is  sliipped  on  vessels  appriiveil  for  that  purpwe  by  the 
Shipping  Control  Committee  of  flie  United  Stales  Shipping  Board. 
The  amount  so  permitted  to  come  forward  will  be  allocated  by  (he 
Bureau  of  Imports  of  the  War  Trade  Board. 


CASADIAS  LUltBER  COUUISSIONER  FOR  GBEAT  BEITADT. 

[CnnB'la  Lumlwrmnn  anil  Woinlworkfr.  TnroDto,  Anx.  1.] 

A  special  luniher-trade  cnumiir^ioner  to  (ireat  Britain  and  Europe 
has  lieen  iiiipoiuled-by  tlie  g<nenm!ent  of  British  Columl)ia.  Tlie 
new  iippolntee  in  L.  IJ.  Beale.  wlio  has  sixmt  1ft  years  in  the  lumber  - 
bn>ines-i  in  (ii-eat  Britain  and  has  a  pracileal  insight  into  British  ' 
building  requirements.  It  ivill  ]\f  the  duly  of  Afr.  Beale,  in  his  new 
post,  lo  foster  and  develop  the  British  and  other  Kuro|>ean  marliets 
for  the  products  of  the  BHcific  Coast  Province  of  Canada  and  to 
ol'tnin  the  fullest  and  mc^t  aoi'urate  information  possible  on  the  out- 
look and  reqiiisitiouH  ncro^s  Ihc  water  in  repurd  to  timber,  more  par- 
ticularly in  <he  lines  that  British  ColumhiK  is  able  to  furnish  in 
abimdaliee.  Mr.  Beale  will  cet  in  touch  with  the  Timber  Controller 
in  (irent  Britain  imd  idso  with  the  ilinls-trv  of  Ueconstrurti<m. 

The  British  Columbia  Miiisler  of  Lmids.  lion.  T.  D.  Pattidlo, 
in  rtakiiig  announemienf  of  (lie  ap]ioint!iient  of  Mr.  Beale,  said: 
"  The(iovernmenl  is  deteimined  to  win  for  British  Columbia  its  share 
in  the  over^'ah  manhet.  If  coudilions  warrant,  Mr.  Dcale  will  re-, 
nniin  in  Europe  permanently."  ^' 
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IHFORTS  OF  irOITESSEirn&I  GOODS  TKIO  HEW  ZEALAND. 

ICoDSul  Otoeral  Alfred  A.  IVlnalow,  Auckland,  July  8.] 

There  has  been  iiibch  discussion  of  late  in  the  press  of  this  country 
relative  to  the  importation  of  certain  luxuries  and  nonessentials  at  the 
loss  of  space  for  more  essential  articles,  and  in  this  discussion  the 
following  interesting' and  suggestive  table  has  been  published  cover- 
ing the  imports  of  certain  articfes  during  tlie  first  four  mouths  of  1918 
as  comparfid  with  the  same  period  in  1917: 
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The  Acting  Jlinister  of  Finance  is  urging  the  New  Zealand  people 
to  economize  in  every  way  possible  covering  the  consumption  of  non- 
essential articles,  but  because  of  the  exceedingly  prosperous  times  in 
this  Dominion  the  public  do  not  seem  inclined  to  deny  themselves  to 
any  great  extent,  and  luxuries  and  nonessentials  are  very  genoraUy 
consumed  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

STANDARDIZED  ENGINES  EOE  SHIPS. 
[Csunul  Thomai  H.  BevBD,  detnlled  ae  vtcc  codhuI.  Glnsgaw,  Soot1an<l.| 

Tlie  following  article  on  the  standardization  of  marine  engines  has 
just  been  published  in  one  of  the  leading  Ghisgow  newspapers: 

The  first  size  of  mncliinery  nilopteil  in  the  (joveriiiiie tit's  Bcheiui?  of  Rlttnilard 
shli^uilUlnt;  was  caiMible  of  developlni;  about  2,500  ludimtcd  horneponer  uiiUcr 
noriDul  cotiditiuns  mid  nbout  3,000  horsepower  fur  n  short  pcr[ui]  in  nu  cmor- 
gsacy.  The  deslfms  wore  prepare<l  ami  issued  to  the  contraotors  within  a  few 
wcelcs  of  the  Instrurllona  l>eiDg  ismiiM]  to  the  leading  flroiH,  and  the  lii'st  v(«nc1 
fitted  with  Rtatidiird  entilneH  was  ready  for  sea  witliln  eight  muutlis  of  the  order 
being  plni.-e<1.  Tlie  prognira-  has  now  been  estendt-d  to  iiitluile  laiser  vessels  of 
greater  power  anil  also  vessels  down  to  the  eoaster  eiiie.  Itut  tlie  nninlHT  of 
types  of  euKlnes  has  been  kept  down  to  the  iniatmiim.  They  do  not  ex<.'ce<l  half 
a  dozen,  as  engines  of  the  saaie  size  iire  being  tilled  In  many  differeut  lyiies  of 
vessels,  wliich  arc  built  specially  to  suit  particular  trades. 

Exjierlenoe  iiaa  proved  the  rcul  advantages  of  standardised  machinery.  For 
Instance,  engines  and  boilers  have  frequently  been  transferred  from  one  firm  to 
another  in  order  to  expedite  delivery,  la  many  cases  where  engines  and  boilers 
bave  Ijeeii  damaged  by  enemy  action  they  have  been  replaced  without  loss  of 
time  by  standard  ciiglucs  un<l  boilers  ready  to  liand,  tl]us  greatly  expediting  tbe 
completion  of  repairs.  In  many  cawps,  too,  a  part  of  an  engine  has  been  sent 
from  one  firm  to  another  to  e\'i>edite  the  conijiletion  of  u  imrticular  set  of 
machinery. 

Pertiaps  one  of  the  most  important  advantages  of  tlie  staiidardi nation  of  mer- 
chant-ship engines  is  that  It  has  enableil  the  labor  and  plant  of  a  number  of 
Inland  firms  to  he  utilized.  A  large  number  of  these  firms  ore  now  making 
standard  engines.  A  further  development  has  been  the  groiiping  of  firms  into 
classes,  each  of  which  concentrates  its  efforts  on  a  few  sizes  of  machinery  best 
suited  to  its  n'orkshops  and  plant.  This  enables  these  firms  to  go  la  f«r  repe- 
JJtlou  work  extensively  and  to  obtain  a  very  high  output 
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DEPABTKEKT  OF  FOOD  AffHUnSTBATZO^  FOB  BR&nX. 

[Vlw  Consul  Rtebard  P.  UomEcn,  Rto  de  Jasel^^o,  June  21.] 

The  Governmont  of  Brazil  has  found  it  necosiary  to  consider  the 
placing  of  restrictions  upon  tlio  oxportiition  of  its  food  products,  in 
ortlor  to  sfnbilizo  tho  commorcial  sitinition  off^Iie  country,  and  to 
relieve  the  burden  of  the  high  cost  of  Jiving.  By  Decree  No.  13069, 
of  Juno  12,  1018,  the  President  of  Bi'azil  authorised  the  ci'cation  of 
a  department  of  food  administration,  to  consist  of  a,  eoinmissionor, 
nnd  such  other  iissistants  us  may  be  deemed  necessary.  Tiie  duties 
of  this  department  arc: 

{«)  To  invcstit;;ite  ivcekly  the  supply  of  foodstuffs  and  oLher 
products  of  priini'  iieces.'iity  slored  in  warehouse^  and  other  deposi- 
tories, in  order  (o  deterniiite  the  ipiautity,  quality,  and  origin  of  th« 
goods; 

{(>)  To  asccTtain  the  cost  of  pwiduciion  of  these  prwhtcts,  the  buy- 
ing prices  ut  t!)c  centers  of  production  or  upon  entL>riiig  the  nmrkels, 
and  the  selling  prices  to  conhumcrs; 

(o)  To  pnrchiisc  thi'se  piiiduct^^,  if  it  b^  necessary,  or  to  requisi- 
tion them  for  the  sake  of  llm  public  neeil,  in  accordance  with  the 
exigencies  of  tlio  present  slaie  of  war,  anil  to  make  a  suiUiblo  distri- 
buti<m  thereof; 

{(})  To  cuter  into  agreements  with  tlie  warehonswi  for  the  sale  of 
fiudi  prmUicts  in  stipulated  quantities  and  at  lixed  prices,  or  to  es- 
tablish wari'hoiisi's  to  the  same  end; 

{)■■)  To  assist  worliinen's  c<Mjperative  organisations  in  every  way 
pi)s>ible  in  order  that  their  objects  may  be  attained: 

(f)  To  take  whatever  other  steps  that  may  be  necesssiry  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  equitable-  Imhincu  Iwiwecn  tho  requirements  of 
exportation  and  those  of  domestic  consumption. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  shall  not  |>ermit  the  exportation  of  such 
of  these  products  except  upon  consent  of  thu  Department  of  Food 
Administration. 


SH0KTA6E  OF.HOTOR  SPI&ITS  IN  NEW  ZSAIANB. 

[Coii!;ul  <:vn.iiil  Attrvd  A.  Wlu,luw,  Auikbnd.  July  8-1 

There  is  a  marked  shortage  of  benzine,  gaK>line,  and  other  motor 
spirits  in  Xew  Zealand,  which  is  interfering  to  some  extent  with 
minor  industries  in  tlu'  country,  especially  dairying  and  farming  in- 
terest, since  it  is  diiiii-ult  to  secure  sufficient  supplies  to  openrt* 
dairy  and  farm  machinery  that  is  now  being  operated  extensively  by 
gasoline  motors, 

The  wholesale  prices  at  the  important  ports  average  about  $5.79 
per  case  of  10  gnlions,  but  owing  to  the  shortage  double  this  price  is 
a>=ked  at  retail  in  some  parts  of  the  country. 

It  is  estimated  that  m  1914  there  were  about  10.500  motor  vehi- 
ch's  iQ  the  DominioH.  while  at  the  end  of  1&17  there  were  about  31,000, 
with  imports  of  gasnlino,  benzine,  and  motor  spirits  at  C,SiO,97Sfgal- 
lons  in  1014,  with  oidy  an  inci-easc  of  abont  one-third  for  19117  to 
say  nothing  of  the  increase  in  the  mmiber  of  interQul-conibusuon 
engines  put  in  use  during  that  i>eriod. 

Ho  trouble  to  bay,  cbnf,  GdnTenleikt,  a  itai  InveitnMtt— V*T  SttviBK  UUMf. 
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tfSE  OP  STEEL  BICYCLE  TIBES. 

[CoDBul  G«l£ral  Marlon  Letcber,  Chrlsllaula,  Korway,  June  20.] 
The  following  aetiyle  describing  a  substitute  for  pneumatic  bicj'clo 
tires  involving  thu  use  of  steel  springs,  which  is  reported  as  having 
been  inventea  in  Siweden  and  its  utility  successfully  demonstrated 
before  tlie  Swedish  Automobile  Club  at  Stockholm,  appeared  in  the 
Morgenbladet  (Christiania)  of  June  25,  1P18,  and  is  being  trans- 
mitted as  of  possible  interest  to  the  bicycle  industry.  A  translation 
of  the  article  mentioned  is  as  follows: 

It  l3  no  longer  plepsnnt  to  he  the  owner  ot  n  hlcycle.  Troni  the  prohibition  to 
sell  new  blcyule  tireM  to  iioue  otliers  timn  such  jiersons  ns  ore  al>le  to  deliver 
up  oil!  tires,  our  bicycle  dealers  have  obtained  ordfi-a  cuttinK  nit  entlri-ly  the 
sale  of  bicycle  tires.  In  case  n  pcrsou  ileaires  to  olilnin  a  pnlr  of  tires  now,  It  is 
neee,s»nry  to  buy  the  tilcycle  «8  n'ell,  which  may  junoiuit  to  a  serious  mutter. 
The  Sweiles  are  suffering  Tmm  a  luck  of  rublier,  Imt  they  now  tliitik  that  tliey 
buve  found  n  pmi-tlrul  substitute,  at  leiist  for  bicyele  tires. ' 

Several  dnya  ago  It  was  ajuiouni'ai  that  a  deiiioiistratloti  had  taken  place  at 
the  Swedish  Automobile  Clnb  at  St.K:kliolni,  ami  the  Invention  provwl  to  lie  so 
adaptable  and  simple  that  the  wonder  Is  that  it  b»d  not  liecn  tboiii:bt  of  ions 
a^.  The  olil  rubber  foundation  was  replaced  by  a  thin  strip  of  hanlenrd  sti>el, 
which  rested  on  springs  fuiitenod  Into  the  rim  of  the  wheel.  An  eUiKiU-il.v  is 
hereby  obtained  which  is  qnite  couipikrable  with  that  of  tlie  rubber  tire.  The 
sharp  edges  of  the  stpcl  tire  prevent  .skidding.  The  new  tire  will  not  cost  more 
than  ID  crowns  ($4.02),  with  the  addilloual  saving  of  espenBes  coi.nwfoil  with 
the  reiMiIrs  of  puueturea.  The  diirabitity  of  the  steel  Is  pnicttcally  limltleKS, 
and  the  Swedes  think  they  are  justilied  in  placing  great  hopes  lu  the  success  of 
the  new  substitute. 

It  might  he  noted  that  interest  is  added  .to  the  reported  Swedish 
invention  of  steel  springs  as  a  substitute  for  pneumatic  tires  by  the 
fact  that  a  sinxilar  article  ivas  recently  reported  to  be  in  use  in  Gei'- 
many  and  to  have  boon  one  of  the  manufactures  on  display  at  the 
Leipzig  spring  fair  of  the  present  year. 


OBOAinZATION  OF  ANOTHER  UIHIHG  COMPANY  IN  BEAZIL. 

[Vice  Consul  Rit;burU  F.  Mam>j>'D,  Rio  d«  Jauviro,  J>it;  C] 

Due  to  the  impetus  given  by  the  war  to  mining  operations  in 
Brazil,  especially  in  manganese,  coal,  and  mica  mines  new  corpora- 
tions are  constantly  being  formed. 

Eecently  the  director  of  the  geological  service  sent  engineers  into 
the  Gandarella  District  of  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes,  which  is  re- 
ported to  contain  rich  deposits  of  various  minerals,  of  which  lignite 
is  said  to  be  the  most  important  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  the 
rich  iron  deposits  of  the  Stat«  of  Minas  Gerncs.  The  coniniercial 
value  of  these  deposits  has,  however,  thus  far  not  been  determined, 
80  it  is  impossible  to  e,«timato  to  what  extent  they  will  figure  in  the 
pos.sible  future  development  of  the  iron  and  steel  indn.stry  in  Biiizil. 

The  Companhia  Industrial  de  Gandarella,  a  corporation,  with 
headquarters  at  Rua  Visconde  de  Inhailnia,  80,  Kio  do  Janeiro, 
Brazil,  has  ^'ust  been  incorporated  for  the  purposes  of  e.-iploiting 
deposits  of  lignite,  coal,  iron,  manganese,  marole,  and  other  minernfn 
in  the  "  Gandarella  "  property  situated  in  the  municipality  of  Siinta 
Barbara,  State  of  Minas  Geraes, 

The  company  is  incorporated  for  3,000  contos  ($7riO,000  in  Amer- 
ican currency),  and  may  be  increased  to  5,000  contos  {^L.'jr.0,(l()f)) ' 
by  a  general  stockholders'  meeting.  Of  the  initial  capital  siock 
2,500  contos  ($625,000)  is  represented  by  property  and  500  coxites 
($125,000)  by  cash  subscribed.    Tho  stockholders  are  Braziliaiiifc 
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WOBE  OF  SWEDISH  OHAHBEE  OS  OOXHEKCE  OtlJNITEI)  STATES. 

An  orgn'nizjitioii  wliotc  wtsrk  is  attmrtinc  the  iftlention  of  Ameri- 
can bitsine.'is  nion  is  tiic  Swedish  t'hnnibor  nf  CodiiiuTPP  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  with  iv*  cmtriil  bureau  iocjnli-*!  in  tli<*  Produce 
Exchauf^e  AnufX.  New  Yovk  Ci(y.  Its  ohjcct'iR  to  fiiHler  nnd  pro- 
tect coininerciiil  un<]  olhcv  rciatioii-s  iietwcen  SiveiUm  nnd  this  coun- 
try, to  obtain  unci  dis-cniinale  infonimtioii  of  iiiletvst  to  l)oth  nations, 
to  adjust  difreiciiccs.  niul  to  proinole  an  ciilaiffid  tnvX  friendly  inter- 
course. It  is  ihe  ;i'(-oii(l  liiiw^t  .Swedish  chamber  of  ciminicrce  in 
any  foreif^  coiinliy.  h;iviii;r  V'li)  mciubei-s,  rs  compiu-ed  with  840 
for  the  Swedish  ('iiamher  of  Commerce  for  the.  United  Kinjidom.  in 
London.  Tlie  mciiibt'r^hip  hii.s  incrciisi'd  very  rapidly  during  the 
last  two  or  three  yi'iir;'.  and  ilie  usefulnes.s  of"  the  organ izitt ion  lias 
been  correspond ingly  ariprmented. 

The  chaniber  pnliiishc^  a  Swediwh-AiMcrii-an  trade  journal,  .which 
is  ordinarily  of  ;U  piipos,  Swi'dir^h  ami  Ai.k  rJiMu  bu-^iiie^^^  ineii  are 
put  in  touch  v.iih  one  another,  trade  iii(|uiries  uf  all  hdi'ls  are 
answered,  mercantile  rcpoils  arc  furnislied.  nn  nrbitralinn  cmi'itiittee 
ie  prepared  (o  selitc  disiipi'conientfi.  a  clerks'  ciuphiytTiPnt  rcfristcr  is 
maintained,  and  a  rcfercr.ce  library  is  available  for  (he  u.-iii  of 
members. 

The  chamber  has  recently  published  a  hook  of  l-!4  papcs  entitled 
"Sweden-America.''  which  coi'taiuf*  many  i!huiiini'tinf;  articles  with 
reference  to  trade  rehitioTU-.  the  re.simrce-.  life,  and  ciillure  of  Swe- 
den, and  the  contribution  of  pei-i-oii':  of  .S\vedi--h  liueairf  to  tho 
development  of  the  Aincri<Mn  Kepublic.  In  (he  f'lliowiiie  "(U'ds 
are  expressed  tho  keynote  of  this  pnhlication  and  the  spirit  that 
animates  the  actiritii-s  of  the  chambi'v :  '■  Thcn^  is  so  mueh  in  connnon 
between  the  peoplo-  of  the  two  countries  that  it  onlv  remains  for 
them  to  have  a  fuller  knowledfic  of  one  another  to  hriuff  about  a 
development  in  their  mutual  irlntionship  that  sh.iU  make  for  a 
closer  union  of  their  coiumcrcinl,  ei-onoMic  and  .■social  a:>iiii'ations." 

The  secretary  and  senoral  mannjjer  of  the  Swedish  Huimber  of 
Commerce  of  the  United  State-;  of  Aiuerira  is  Mr.  Oscar  G.  Marell. 


MANUAL  TBAININO  SCHOOLS  IN  BKAZIL. 


By  decree  Xo.  l.'iOC4,  of  June  V2,  1018.  the  President  of  Urnzil  has 
approved  the  regulutiona  drawn  up  by  the  ilinister  of  Ai.nieijlture, 
Industry,  and  Coiumeive  for  the  eslablishment  of  manual  training 
schools,  maintained  by  the  Federal  (Jovernment,  in  every  State  of  the 
liepublic  and  in  the  Federal  District, 

Each  school  is  to  include  five  workshops  equipped  in  accordanoe 
with  the  pi"Cvailin!T  indualries  of  the  surroundinji;  district,  and  each 
will  offer  two  conr.-cs,  one  in  designing,  prescribed  for  all  students, 
and  the  other  ti  primary  course  for  those  who  do  not  pre^^ont  cer- 
tificates of  fjradnatiou  from  some  State  or  municipal  schooL 

The  normal  period  of  training  will  he  four  yenrs.  and  students  will 
be  admitted  between  the  ages  of  10  and  IG.  The  staff  of  each  school 
will  consist  of  a  director,  a  clerk,  a  pi-ofessor  for  each  of  the  ebove- 
mentioned  courses,  and  a  foreman  for  each  workshop.  .  -  ■ 

i:  ,1     I  .G00»^IC 
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AlfEHICAir  COT^OlT  COHSUICFTIOK  AITD  SITFPIJES  ON  HAND. 

The  amount  of  fotton  consumed  in  the  United  States  during  July, 
1918,  was  541,792  .pales,  compared  with  537,823  bales  for  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  1917.  The  consumption  for  the  year  ended  July 
31,  1918,  amounted  fo  6,591^336  bales,  compared  with  0,788,505  bale3 
for  the  preceding  year.  The  cotton'  on  hand  in  consuming  establish- 
ments on  July  31,  1918,  was  1,465,384  bales,  against  1,501.916  bales 
at  the  corresponding  date  last  year;  and  the  quantity  in  public  storage 
and  at  compresses  was  1,764,8(3  bales,  against  888,257  bales  last  year. 
These  statistics,  which  were  compiled  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
the  Census,  are  given  in  running  bales,  counting  round  as  half  balei^, 
except  foreign  cotton,  which  is  in  equivalent  500-pound  bales.  The 
monthly  figures  include  11,458  bales  of  foreign  cotton  and  5,705  bales 
of  sea-island  consumed,  02,714  bales  of  foreign  and  20,001  bales  of 
sea-island  held  in  consuniing  establishments,  and  48,213  bales  of 
foreign  and  36,494  bales  of  sea-island  held  in  public  storage, 

Limters  not  included  above  were  106,301  bales  consumed  during 
July  in  1918  and  85,733  bales  in  1917;  138,342  bales  on  hand  in  con- 
suming establislunents  on  July  31,  1918,  and  112,972  bales  in  1917: 
and  236,118  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  in  1918,  and 
230,687  bales  in  1917.  Linters  consumed  during  the  12  months  ended 
July  31  amounted  to  1,116,385  bales  in  1918  and  869,702  bales  in  1917. 
Import  and  Export  of  Cotton  and  Linters— World  Statlstioi. 

Imports  of  foreign  cotton  during  July,  1918,  reached  24,381  bales, 
an  increase  of  13,944  bales  over  tlie  corresponding  month  of  1917. 
Tlie  imports  for  the  year  ended  July  31,  1918,  were  220,596  bales, 
compared  with  291,957  bales  the  previous  year. 

Shipments  of  domestic  cotton  and  linters  to  foreign  countries 
amounted  to  218,877  bales  during  Julv,  1918,  and  271,597  bales  in 
1917.  For  the  year  ended  July  31,  19i8,  the  exports  were  4.476,124 
bales,  compared  with  5,739,009  bales  the  preceding  year.  These  fig- 
ures include  16,802  bales  of  linters  exported  during  July  in  1918  and 
19,176  bales  in  1917.  and  187,704  bales  for  the  12  montlis  ending  July 
31  in  1918  and  436,161  bales  in  1917.  ■ 

The  world's  production  of  commercial  cotton,  exclusive  of  linters, 
grown  in  1917,  as  compiled  from  published  reports,  documents,  and 
correspondence,  was  approximately  17,410,000  bales  of  500  pounds 
net,  while  the  eonsainptjon  of  cotton  {exclusive  of  linters  in  the 
United  States)  for  the  year  ending  July  31, 1917,  was  approximately 
20,180,000  bales  of  500  pounds  net. 


OPENING  OF  CHIKA'S  FIHST  PENCIL  PACTOEY. 

[Coniiu]  M.  F.  i'erklDS.  Shanghai,  June  2T.) 
The  official  opening  of  the  pencil  factory  of  the  China  Pencil  Co. 
(Ltd.),  an  Anglo-Chinese  venture,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  $100,000 
Mexican  ($80,000),  has  just  taken  place.  The  machinery  installed 
is  from  Japan,  and  the  factory  is  in  ciiarge  of  a  Japanese  expert.  The 
present  output  is  estimated  at  100  gross  daily,  and  it  is  expected  that 
200  gross  will  be  reached.  The  general  impression  is  that  the  out- 
put compares  favorably  with  the  products  of  enemy  manufacture 
which  have  in  the  past  held  this  market.  At  present  it  is  only  pro- 
posed to  manufacture  a  few  grades  of  pencils,  but  in  the  future  it 
13  expected  that  colored  and  copying  pencils  will  be  turned  out.  c 
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XABKBT  VOK  llCn£IU3fT8  TO  CVLTITAS  ISA  CtABIOam. 

[C'oiuul  GcBC'i'al  JaHicn  A.  Smith,  Colcatta,  fiidte.] 

This  cousiiJate  generul  hft3  had  soui©  correspontlwice  with  matt* 
aecrs  of  tea  giU-di-iiH  in  Assam  oii  the  stibject  of  tlmiv  requireiuenta 
of  maoliinei'v  for  t\\c  cultivation  of  tea.  The  following  is  taken  fi'ont 
a  letter  iwcutly  reaiived  Iwre  fi-out  llie  manager  of  one  of  the  lai^ 
tea  estates  i»  Xssiim : 

I  am  sjiwially  iclor.'siiHl  in  ugileiiUiivul  niaililnery  ot  all  kiwla  suitable  lot 
tea-^inli'tt  fultiviiliuit,  You  arc  no  doubt  iiwarc  tUiit  tlie  tea  bushes  ara 
^sntHt  out  4  to  a  feet  npart  Id  rows.  The  bii.sli(>ii  iwet  at  Ibe  tup.  Conlles 
with  buiitl  boeK  i-ultivftte  lietTfeeii  tlte  rows,  tumiiti;  up  the  soil.  IKirlng  the 
rains  w-e  clvc  vhat  we  call  Iteht  hoelnsa;  that  Is.  ju»t  lurn  tlie  loi)  ta  a  tk-ptb 
of  2  to  3  inches,  burying  Hie  Jungle.  This  hoeing  is  tloim  from  April  to  Oct<4>ec 
and  costs  ils  utiuut  1  nipoc  13  aaaas  ($a5tj)  an  acre.  Theu  wo  coiaiueoc« 
Trtth  oar  dti'p  huc-lu.'.',  wlitcli  uicnnii  Hlgii\ne  to  a  deitth  of  S  Inohea  at  leflst. 
This  work  msi-^j  us  alxmt  3  nipeift  na  acre,  Kvpry  •'>0  to  80  feet  npiirt  we  have 
drains  3  fiet  wlOe  ami  4  ft-et  iWep.  With  iho  xrowlnf;  noireity  of  Isboi-  tea 
planters  ar«  fliuUns  it  diflivitlt  to  cultivate  their  estates,  aial  it  U  time  wo  Fyid 
some  diett|>,  reliable,  f[M>li>r<>i>t  cultivators  to  du  elllricutly  and  at  a  reaaeuable 
eost  the  work  that  li^  bt-Inc  done  by  tiie  coolies  in  the  hoeing  Hue,  My  object 
In  writing  to  jo«  is  to  inquire  whether  yon  can  not  deiuite  a  reliable  ajiricul- 
tural  ciiKliieer  to  citue  uut  tu  luilla  and  kca  for  hlina^lV  the  loonl  eoBdittona 
and  give  us  tiotncthiufi  which  will  bm  of  uw  to  ua.  I'litntfd  as  lea  busb^  are^ 
Uie  ordinary  luechaiiii-al  cultivaHns  ihat  are  in  tlte  market  will  not  do.  Th^ 
are  too  cuinl"T>i:nw,  comptlc.ilfj,  mid  exiiensivo.  Wa  want  a  luacblne  which 
caa  be  hnitdlMl  by  an  tiite^ll^'out  coolie  In  the  same  way  that  we  teach  them 
to  linndle  Rtenin  tn.'^lnnt.  Tin*  cultivators  should  not  have  a  dramiilDit  HMtive 
In  the  soil  such  as  on  oi-dluary  plow  ha.s.  as  tUiit  will  dbitiirb  the  roots,  but, 
Bay,  an  au;«?rllhc  ntu\-en)eiit  that  will  enter  iiiid  (?(nue  out  of  the  soil,  turnina 
U  over  pontpletcly  at  the  pame  time.  It  H)u>idd  Imitate  the  action  of  t!ie  hand 
hoe.    Tho  foliowiac  are  what  we  vetiuire  for  cuttlvatlon  :  ■ 

(a)  A  handy  niii'lianicaliy  ilriveu  wiicliine  that  will  eCTiHrtlvely  cultivate 
between  the  tea  bushes  In  ali  kinds  of  sotU  ta  a  do[>th  of  3  (»  S  iuches. 

(ft)  A  ditcblui;  pknv  that  will  nuike  I'-nilus  uti  to  3  tecE  wUl-  uod  a  to 
B  feet  deep. 

<c)  A  plui'bim:  taachlne  fur  iilucklu);  the'  lea  lenvffl. 

Besides  the  aliuve  tltere  aie  a  lot  of  other  loii)leui.ents  that  pliintera  ^vould 
like  to  have,  and  I  am  swe  that  iC  a  capable  afn-ieultural  eDgiitcei-  visittxl  the 
tea  districts,  he  \vi>nld  be  iilile  to  jrhe  uk  a  lot  of  u.seful  things.     We  are  very 
bockwanl  In  tea  as  to  the  ow  of  n!>-to-date  Implemeiils. 
The  Itec[n  lie  meats  of  the  Harket. 

When  Mr.  George  F.  Milchell,  the  supeivLsing  tea  exaiiilueL-,  was 
in  Calcutta  last  year  he  railed  the  -wi-iters  jittentioii  to  the  opportuai- 
ties  for  the  sale  of  American  agrictiltural  machinery  in  ths  tea  dis- 
tricts around  Djirjeelinjf  and  in  Assam.  Tlie  correspondence  that 
this  ofl^  has  had  with  tea  estates  has  been  canietl  on  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  their  requirements  more  definitely.  The  above-quoted 
letter  gives  very  definite  information  as  to  these  requiiements.  The 
very  extensive  tea  gardens  in  this  section  of  India  certainly  offer  a 
market  for  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  machinery  of  the  proper 
kind,  and  it  appears  to  this  office  that,  if  the  sittention  of  manufac- 
turers in  the  United  Stntes  of  agricultura}  machinery  is  called  to  this 
matter,  sotoe  one  of  them  will  be  quite  ready  to  semi  a  representative 
b«««  to  go  into  the  matter  more  thoroughly  frwn  a  technical  stand- 
point with  the  te«»  planters.  Not  much  can  be  dono  by  correspond- 
ence, because  the  tea  planters  are  interested  in  going  into  the  tediBJ- 
eal  details  of  the  matter,  and  this  could  hardly  be  dmie  by  com^ 
epondence.  This  ofiiee  will  be  glad  to  assist  any  repreeentative  o{ 
American  manufacturers  who  is  Rent  here  to  ^t  in  touch  with  ticoi 
managers  ol  the  tea  gardens  in  this  section  ol  India.  i^ 
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AUSIZCAH  AKD  SVXOFEAS  TSASS  WITH  ABOEHTINA. 

[Consul  Oenenl  W.  Htmrj  BebcrtscD,  Bdcdm  Altet.  ^ttvatlan.] 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Review  of  the  Itiver  Plate  contained  tho  fol- 
lowing translution  of  an  article  tliat  appeared  in  La  Kazon,  anolKer 
Buenos  Aires  publication.  The  artjt:lc  dwelt  principally  of  the  in- 
creased intei'est  manifested  by  Ameiicau  exporters  in  the  Argentine 
market  since  the  beginning  of  tlie  war.     It  says,  in  part: 

Siuce  the  war  started  one  nf  the  matFers  to  which  tho  Gaveroment  aod  bual- 
nesB  mcD  of  the  United  States  have  devolml  eonsiile ruble  att^tiun  has  bceD 
that  of  rrnitlng  new  and  more  intense  eciminulcal  vlnculutLoiis  nitli  the  conn- 
triM  of  Sonth  Aiwerlcn,  and  pspeelally  our  o\Tn.  •  •  •  It  Is  thus  that  In 
1914,  ID15,  end  1916  the  flimres  of  South  American  trade  with  tho  great  em- 
porium of  the  North  advanced  prod Igloti sly.  absorbing  first  ut  all  the  GeTman 
trada  The  dilUcultlca  of  navigutloo  and  the  "black  Itst"  brought  about  a 
CMnplete  inhibllloD  of  cmnmorce  )>etwceu  Gennany  and  South  America.  T1)la 
alltiall<>n  whs  innre  taken  adviintnw  of  by  North  Amprioan  indnsfrlea  than  by 
tboiie  of  the  Kun^iean  conntrles  CDKa^Hl  in  the  war.  Huntlredn  of  <>omi)ierclaI, 
bankiitK.  and  indnatrlal  (ieleKatcs  came  to  these  countries  to  sluily  their  customs 
and  tieee^ltieii,  to  obsurve  thdr  social  charaL'LcrUlics,  to  establish  Industries, 
atui  to  radicate  iiwnciea  for  the  pladnjj  of  taiiitjil  and  the  salt!  of  thi.-Ir  products. 

The  North  Auierb-iins  had  alwa.vs  to  oontrnd  with  various  factors  In  their 
stmsRle  for  tho  !4nt'''''»-'K  and  (ho  iiDjilantatlon  of  their  crOnnierclat  poliry.  In  the 
flrst  place,  foreign  tv!:<h<  1m  the  work  of  time.  In  order  to  promote  and  to  main- 
tain It  bntwren  Ihe  |iei)|rlOR  of  Soulh  America  and  ttaoti«  of  liJunipc,  there  has 
always  existed  a  lii-ulilo  carrent  in  its  fnvor.  EuroiiPiin  nci-ewsitj  of  our  meat 
and  our  irraiii,  as  also  nf  other  pmdHft»i  of  our  niriil  Imhislfies,  nnd  the  con- 
stant deninml  of  the  Kuropean  camniuoltles  In  otir  midst  for  the  ImHistrial  and 
commen'lal  piviductH  of  tlicir  res|>cctivQ  conntrles  of  origin.  It  is  tbus  that 
Briltsh,  Frcn<-h,  (Jermiin.  or  Italian  tmdo  always  found  the  preatcst  nwlstancc 
at  the  start  from  the  nuuieroiiH  communities  of  those  untlunatUieft,  which  anp- 
portcd  It  ut  iXi  bi'$£lunlu^s  and  which  hitfr,  imported  their  ta»leM  or  their 
exaniplL's  to  (hi-ir  owu  Iioiul's  atul  to  lliose  of  their  neighbors.  The  North 
Americfln  h;iH  not  hud  this  appreciable  ethnlffll  clrcimiwtniii'e  hi  his  favor, 
beciiu^e  his  Inimliu'Tali'iu  has  always  l)ecn  very  limited  In  the  Rh'cr  I'late.  II 
was  Mice/isavy  that  the  war  should  breal:  totally  Ihe  ties  of  the  iNistt  in  order  to 
engendei'  a  uew  and  positive  divectiuu  of  Uiu  fundamental  uurruuts  of  our 
Imports  and  exports.    Xi-coslly  bus  liiiiKiseil  new  routes. 

If  tho  Anicrtcans  wish  to  retain  the  trndL'  which  they  now  have  nnd  to  extend 
It  90  OS  to  OM'Hpy  a  protnlncnt  place  In  the  Argentine  trade  statistics,  tt  Is 
neee.saary  that  they  sitould  concern  thentsrivea  with  atteudlng  to  Argentine 
necessities  at  thLs  precise  instant,  when  our  commercial  life  is  going  through  a 
period  of  verifiibic  alllfetlou.  The  best  rcrhimc  which  they  can  make  for  their 
products  and  for  tiiclr  commercial  organization  Is  to  nrrtve  when  others  are  not 
arriving;  to  iiitrnil  to  bnsitvss  wbiii  otiici-s  mv  neglei-ting  il:  thus  they  will 
create  an<l  str<<n^-ilien  the  current  which  lias  set  In.  OlIierAlKe.  wlien  tlie  tlmea 
become  normal,  tew  arguuients  wilt  remain  lu  their  favor.  We  are  wcU  aware 
that  when  peace  comes  and  when  ever.vonu  contributes  to  suHsfy  liilernationaL 
commerce,  little  ac<tmnt  will  bo  mntfe  of  the  sralifudt-  whIHi  sHtrsCurtiim  given 
In  diOlcnit  hours  ought  to  ciiseiider,  but  on  the  other  hanil  much  can  l>e  ealncd 
by  Instltuliug  a  habit,  and  if  onr  people  or  our  traders  become  habituated 
during  these  current  years  to  the  nso  and  tlic  cnsumpiinn  of  Amcrii'nn  artii'les. 
It  la  not  too  much  to  as-^erf  that  those  iirtblo^  "ill  reiiiiilu  i!s  a  i«>inii!uent  oon- 
gucst.  .\nd  lu  order  futtlier  to  strengthon  this  cnmiuest  mitliin^'  cunld  be  belter 
ttan  to  facilitate  credit  and  to  i>rovlde  the  »lii|iping  I'ecjulri'd  for  onr  traffic. 


Italian  ILegnlations  for  Best  Periods  in  Forestry  Worki. 
Consul  General  Diivid  V.  Wilbur  reports  from  (ioRoa  that  x  recent 
tninisteria)  decree  provides  that  in  all  foi-e.^^try  vi<>rlvs  in  coun*  of 
operation  that  have  been  declanefl  ausilinry  e&tiibli.-;hnie-nt3.  vork 
is  obligatory,  even  on  holidays.  The.  turns  of  rest  of  2\  I'ours  every 
15  days  are  to  be  arranged  so  that  the  works  sliall  not  sufftar  inter- 
ruption. I  . 
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CEOP  SHOBTAGE  THBMTEHED  IS  HOBDITB^. 

[Consul  Francis  J.  Dyer,  TrsQclcalpa,  Jul;  29.] 
Unless  Honduras,  and  especially  the  southern  part  of  the  country, 
gets  considerably  more  rain  the  crops  will  be  a  failurSj  and  the  people 
will  suffer  for  food. 

Crops  last  year  were  {generally  good,  but  in  a  section  around  the  Bay 
of  Fonseca  on  the  south  there  was  a  shortage,  and  some  foodstuffs 
have  been  imported  from  Nicaragua. 

There  are  three  Departments  between  Tegucigalpa  and  the  north 
coast  where  the  crops  at  present  are  not  so  fur  along  as  they  should 
be,  but  it  is  hoped  that  more  rain  may  come  in  time  to  save  them. 
Around  Tegucigalpa  conditions  seem  to  be  satisfactory.  From  a 
point  about  midway  between  Tegucigalpa  and  San  Ivorenzo,  or  from 
the  const  about  50  miles  inland,  corn  has  been  planted  a  third  time  in 
places  because  of  insufficient  rain.  Observations  have  indicated  tliat 
usually  the  quantity  of  rain  during  the  first  half  of  the  rainy  season 
equals  that  which  falls  during  the  latter  half  of  it.  This  would  give 
grounds  for  the  fear  that  the  food  crops  of  corn,  rice,  and  beans  will 
be  practically  a  complete  failure  this  year ;  but  of  course  there  is  time 
enough  to  secure  crops  if  the  rains  come.  Should  crojjs  fail  there  will 
be  inevitably  much  suffering. 


COPPEU  DEVEIOPMENT  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

[Consul  B.   M.  Easmufien,  Fernie.  British  Coluralila,  Canailn.  Aug.  7.] 

Tlie  development  of  ore  mining  in  eastern  British  Columbia  shows 
a  steady  progress.  The  Canada  Copper  Corporation  has  iiist  about 
completed  its  development  work  on  mines  hicated  near  Princeton, 
British  Columbia,  and  operation  is  scheduled  to  start  shortly.  To 
indicate  the  extent  of  this  undertaking  it  may  be  stated  that  the  cost 
of  equipment,  electrical  installation,  and  railroad  construction  will 
exceed  $3,000,000. 

Miles  of  road  for  wagons  and  automobile  trucks  have  been  con- 
structed to  the  mill  near  Princeton,  where  a  sawmill  having  a  ca- 
pacity of  18.000  feet  daily  has  been  built.  Excavating  has  also  been 
done  for  a  foundation  for  a  concentrating  plant,  with  a  capacity  of 
2,000  tons  daily,  and  timber  that  will  enter  into  its  construction  has 
been  prepared. 

It  has  required  years  of  work  to  make  the  vast  copper  deposit  on 
Copper  Mountain  available.  A  double-track  tunnel  penetrates  the 
mountain  for  half  a  mile,  where  it  is  raised  to  the  surface  through 
a  shaft  1.000  feet  deep.  The  property  is  now  said  to  be  in  a  condition 
to  yield  its  resources  on  a  large  scale  at  the  minimum  of  expense. 


CHINA  PUBCHASES  ASPHALTUM  FOR  ROAD  CONSTRUCTION. 

[fonsul  M,  I'.  rerklnH,   ShanKhal,  Junc'^.] 

The  Shanghai  Municipul  Council  (International  Settlement)  has 
accepted  the  offer  of  an  American  company  to  supply  150,000  gallons 
of  asphaltum,  delivery  immediately  upon  arrival,  at  the  rate  of 
0.43  taols  ($0,473)  per  gallon,  based  on  a  freight  rate  of  $40  per  ton, 
with  minor  fluctuation  in  the  price  proportionate  to  the  increase  or 
decrease  in  the  freight  rate. 


.yGoot^lc 
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CAVASIAir  FISH£ftI£S  AS8OCIATI0V  CONTEITTION. 

[Coueul  Gcaeral  Er&n  R  Xoang.  Haltfai,  Nora  RcoUa,  Aitp.  S.| 

The  convention  of  the  Oiinadinii  FislieripK  Assochition  vins  hold  at 
Halifax  from  Augu^f  6  to  S,  inchtshc.  ami  a  niinihtT  of  rppt^rl.s  and 
brochures  wero  presented  which  throw  light  on  the  Cimadiun  fishing 
industrj-  and  esiieciallv  that  of  Xova  Scotin. 

At  the  convention  tlie  question  of  inijn-nving  the  vnriotis  phases 
of  the  fishing  indnKtry  «"iis  discussed,  inchiding  the  i-elativc  advan- 
tages and  expense  of  the  dilTerent  met]iods-  of  ti.«hing,  such  as  hand- 
lining,  using  truwlers,  and  shore  fi-hing.  securing  of  bait  (which  has 
been  plentiful  this  season),  and  the  marlteting  of  the  fisli. 

The  war  has  cut  off  a  number  of  the  markets.  For  more  than  50 
years  the  export  of  dried  fish  to  the  islands  of  the  IVest  Indies  and 
South  American  countries  has  been  one  of  the  most  i)rofitablc  of 
provincial  trades.  Recently  Spain,  Portugal,  and  tho  Italian  Medi- 
terranean ports  have  been  purchasers  in  this  maiket,  and.  until  the 
beginning  of  the  subnmrine  cumpuign,  were  taking  inciwip^ed  quanti- 
ties everj'  year. 

The  entire  coast  line  of  the  Sraritime  Provinces  (Xew  Ilrunswick, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince  Edward  Island)  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
to  the  Straits  of  IJolIe  Isle,  covers  a  distance  of  u.dlX)  uiile.-i.  These 
waters  are  abundantly  slocked  witli  fish  of  20  varieties,  the  more 
important  being  niailierel,  haddock,  and  herring. 
InpoTtance  of  Horn  Sco'.la  Fisherlet. 

In  191ii-1.3  the  value  of  the  fisheries  of  Nova  Scotia  was  estimated 
lit  $7,3S4,05j,  nearly  one-lhird  of  the  value  of  the  total  Ctinadian 
catch.  In  Januarv  of  the  current  year  the  value  of  tlie  provincial 
fisheries  wiis  estimated  at  $  10.09-2 ".Of W,  an  increase  of  'r<,-i,707M5, 
tliis  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  fishing  fleets  had  been  partially 
crippled  liy  the  enlistment  of  men  belonging  to  the  seashore  towns. 
The  increiise  in  tlie  value  of  the  products  of  the  fisheries  is  of  course 
pailially  accounted  for  by  the  rise  in  price.  The  price  of  green  fish 
has  increa.sed  from  $;*.75  io  §12.75  i>cr  (juintal  in  the  last  30  j-ears  and 
daring  the  past  four  years  the  increase  has  been  especially  marked. 


QOV££NKEITT  FUBIICATIOHS  FOB  SALE. 

Tho  following  publication:^  were  among  thoi-c.  recci\'ed  in  stock 
for  sale  by  the  rini>erintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during 
tho  week  ended  August  10 ; 

Tariff  SyntPtns  of  Smith  Amcrl<iiii  Countries  (TnrifC  Series  34,  Bureau  o( 
Forel^  and  Donicullc  t^miiiiorco,  rerri'it). — t'overs  tlie  tariff  Kjstciiia  iu  Argen- 
tina, Bolivia,  Ili-iufil.  <'hiU-,  C<il"ml)ia,  t^^iiiiitnr,  Paiiicuiiy,  l'(;ru,  Uruguay,  and 
Teoezuela.  with  cinipiirlfwiis.     Price.  25  ccals. 

Saving  Ooal  in  EoIIit  Plants  (Mines  Bureau  Teclinical  Piiiwr  20.".). — Covers 
"Wlint  can  be  dono  tii  savinR  coal";  "How  lieat  ia  loi^  ariil  «ial  wasted"; 
"  Ash-X'it  Loss  " ;  "  Losses  from  liicoinplctQ  conibusUon."    i'rice,  G  cents. 


A  covntr;  worth  flghttoff  for  Is  a  country  wortb  saTing  f oi.    Buy  Ibrif t 
St*mpa, 

i:q,t7ed.>G00t^lc 
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COTTON  PIECE-GOODS  TEADE  OP  CHUUGKIHO. 
[Consul  0.  C  BaoBOD,  Cbungkliig,  Cblna,) 

Chinese  Maritime  Customs  figures  showing  the  import  of  cotton 
goods  into  the  treaty  port  of  Chungking  do  not  cover  by  any  means 
the  entire  import  trade  into  Szechwan  Province  in  tliis  line  of  goods, 
for  tliere  arc  other  distributing  centers  in  the  Province  on  the 
Yangtse,  notably  Wanhsien,  where  cotton  goods  coming  from  down 
river  are  landed  and  sent  inland.  There  is  also  a  considerable 
amount  that  passes  through  tlie  native  customs  near  Chungking, 
which,  of  course,  is  not  recorded  by  the  Maritime  Customs.  How- 
ever,  despite  this,  the  Maritime  Customs  figures  are  indicative  of 
the  movements  of  this  trade  ns  a  whole  and  arc  used  in  this  report 
to  show  the  volume  of  tlie  trade  and  the  reaaona  for  its  recent  de- 
cline. 
Imports  of  Cotton  Piece  Goods  and  Tars. 

The  cotton  piece  goods  imported  through  the  Maritime  Customs 
at  Chungking  for  the  years  1913  to  1917,  inchisive,  were  as  follows: 
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Cotton  vpiiFllniis,  plain: 

To  study  the  cotton-goods  situation  in  this  Pi-ovince  it  is  also 
necessary  to  consider  the  cotton-yarn  trade  that  passes  through 
Chmigking,  for  the  latter  has  affected  the  former  m  recent  years 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  fiituwi.  The  imports  of  Indian, 
Japanese,  and  Chinese  cotton  yams  for  tlie  years  1913  to  1917,  inclu- 
sive, were; 
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Increased  TTse  of  Native  Qoods. 


The  cotton  piece-goods  trade  of  Oiiingking  is  in  the  hands  of  Chi- 
nese firms  ainio.-)t  exclusi\ely,  and  tliese  firms  buy  ia  ShonghaL 
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American  and  British  goods  are  being  pushed  from  the  market  by 
native  goods,  the  trade  in  American  piece  goods  having  become  so 
jmal]  that  they  are  no  longer  listed  separatelv  by  the  customs. 

During  the  closing  months  of  1912  the  Province  began  to  show 
signs  of  having  recovered  somewlint  from  the  disturbed  conditions 
due  to  the  first  revolution,  which  broke  out  in  October,  1911,  and  the 
cotton  goods  merehiints,  although  the  trade  was  sninll.  mude  sub- 
stantiul  profits.  Imports  of  Chinese  cotton  yarn  giiinid  at  the 
expense  of  the  foreign  article, 

In  1913  the  import  of  foreign  cotton  gjods  generally  increntied, 
and  ^hite  plain  sficelings  made  a  |[ood  gain.  Although  imports  oi 
Indian  ami  Japanese  yarn  showed  increases,  arnvals  of  native  yarn 
fell  off  considerably,  this  latter  fact  being  duo.  (o  the  still  unsettled 
conditions  in  the  Province  away  from  Chungking. 
Kaview  of  CotUin-Qoodf  Trade  for  1814. 

The  1914  figures  for  both  cotton  goods  and  yarn  are  indicative  of 
the  ultimate  fate  of  the  foreign  cotton-goods  trade  in  this  Province. 

The  import  (if  all  classics  of  cotton  piece  goods,  with  the  exception 
of  chintzes  and  Venetians,  showed  a  marked  falling  off.  Prices  were 
high,  but  there  was  no  targe  demand  in  the  interior,  where  native 
weaving  was  showing  signs  of  development.  Chintzes  and  venetiana 
can  not  be  maniifnctured  locally,  and  since  the  latter  article  resembles 
Chinese  satin  in  appeanmco,  it  is,  especially  the  figured  variety,  much 
affected  by  tbo^e  who  arc  anxious  to  make  «  certain  display  m  dress 
but  are  uniiblo  lo  atford  silk  clothing.  The  figures  show  that  the 
deeire  to  adopt  foi-eign  style  was  disappearing. 

Native  drills  incrensed  from  3-"',390  pieces  imported  in  1913  to 
58,674  pieces  imported  in  1914,  showing  that  the  Chinese  manufac- 
tured article,  bwause  of  its  cheapness,  was  forcing  the  foreign  article 
from  the  market.  Japanese  cotton  yam,  partly  owing  to  a  tempo- 
rary drop  in  the  price  at  Shanghai  during  the  early  summer,  did  very 
well  in  1914,  l;i.ll.'!.:tilS  pounds  being  imported,  as  apainst  5,079,466 
pounds  in  IDIS.  The  Indian  variety,  on  the  other  hand,  showed  a 
steady  decrease  from  4;i,7:13,;i33  pounds  in  100ft  to  19,376,000  pounds 
in  1914,  and  dealers  predicted  that,  owing  to  the  successful  competi- 
tion of  the  native  article,  Indian  yarn  would  soon  disappear  from  the 
market.  Chinese  yarn  increased*  from  17,311,600  pounds  in  1913  to 
28,852,666  pounds  in  1914,  making  a  gain  of  11,541,066  pounds.  This 
is  Btriking  evidence  that  the  Chinese  wei'e  using  their  own  yam  in 
the  local  manufacture  of  cotton  goods. 

Chinese  DrilU  Oalu  Over  Foreiia  Pioduot 

In  1915  foreign  shirtings,  sheetings,  and  drills  did  well,  while  all 
the  other  items  declined.  The  increase  in  drills  was  too  small  to  be 
indicktive  of  any  return  to  favor  of  that  foreign  commodity,  and 
it  was  clearly  evident  that  Chinese  drills,  which  nad  inci-eased  from 
58,674  pieces  in  1914  to  82,672  pieces  in  1915,  had  taken  the  place  of 
them  in  this  Province.  Italians  and  Venetians  had  lost  their  popu- 
larity, for  complaint  was  made  that  the  quality  of  the  material  had 
deteriorated  and  that  they  were  unable  to  compete  favorably  with  a 
native  cloth  of  this  style.  Cliinese  drills  made  another  giant  stride 
forward  at  the  expense  of  the  foreign  article.    In  1915,  owing  to  a 
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boycott  of  Japanese  goods,  Japanese  yams  fell  off  and  Indian  yarn 
gained  a  bettor  footing  in  the  market  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year, 
otherwise  a  further  decline  would  have  been  re^stered  against  it  in^ 
the  year's  customs  returns.  The  amount  of  Cliinese  yam  imported 
was  practically  equal  to  the  total  import  of  Indian  and  Japanese 
yarns.  If  the  Chinese  factories  had  been  able  to  meet  the  sudden 
demand  during  the  Sino-Japanese  negotiations  the  figures  would 
have  been  still  more  in  favor  of  the  Chinese  yarn, 
Dealer!  In  Cotton  Mannfactnres  Prosper  During;  1916. 

In  1916  nearly  every  description  of  foreign  cotton  goods  showed 
a  decline  from  the  previous  year's  level.  The  most  prominent  de- 
creases were  in  plain  gray  shirtings,  figured  cotton  Italians,  velvets 
and  velveteens,  and  Indian  and  Japanese  yams.  While  one  reason 
for  the  decline  was  the  dislocation  of  trade  due  to  political  condi- 
tions, native  competition  lai^cly  entered  in.  It  was  evident  that 
Cliinese  cotton  yarn  was  benig  imported  in  large  quantities  and 
sliowed  a  tendency  to  increase  at  the  expense  of  Indian  and  Japa- 
nese yarns.  Chinese  drills  again  sliowed  their  ability  to  replace 
foreign  drills,  and  Chinese  cotton  cloth  was  successfulfy  competing 
with  foreign  Italians  and  lastings.  The  cotton  dealers  were  said  to 
have  had  a  fairly  good  year  and  to  have  made  considerable  profits 
on  what  they  sold,  but  they  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  stocks. 

Large  quantities  of  cotton  goods  were  sent  into  the  interior  to  be 
disposed  of  there  in  order  to  profit  by  the  favorable  exchange,  for 
at  that  time  i>00  taels  in  the  interior  yielded  1,0U0  taels  at  Chung- 
king. This  was  due  to  the  demand  for  money  in  the  interior  with 
which  to  purchase  goatskins  and  other  exports  and  to  its  scarcity, 
due  to  the  insecurity  of  roads  rendering  the  movement  of  silver 
difGcuIt.  It  was  found  profitable  to  send  cotton  goods  into  the 
interior  and  to  purcliaf^  drafts  on  Chungking  with  the  money 
derived  from  the  sale.  Chinese  cotton  drills  decreased  from  82,672 
"  1  lyio  to  4ii.ii80  pieces  in  191G.  This  serious  falling  off  must 
bed  entirely  to  the  difficulties  of  importation,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that,  if  the  year  had  been  a  normal  one,  the  figures  for 
Chinese  cotton  yarn  would  also  have  been  very  much  larger  than 
they  were. 
Imports  of  Forelffu  Ooods  lacrease  In  1917. 

In  1917 
chintzes,  a       ^  .  ,  cj  .     - 

tion  of  Chinese  drills  in  this  marlict  was  shown  by  the  further  de- 
cline of  foreign  drills  and  the  increase  of  the  Chinese  article.  In 
fact,  it  might  be  said  that  foreign  drills  were  practically  driven  from 
this  market  in  1917.  Arrivals  of  Indian  and  Japanese  yarns  in- 
creased contrary  to  expectation,  while  imports  of  the  native  article 
declined.  This  is  partially  explained  by  the  fact  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  imported  native  yarn  was  reexported  from  Chungking 
to  Shanghai  because  of  high  prices  caused  by  the  speculators,  who 
attempted  to  corner  the  market  at  that  port.  The  first  merchants 
who  reexported  made  money,  but  others  who  imitated  their  example 
landed  their  goods  after  the  speculative  venture  had  collapsed  and 
suffered  losses.    Cotton  yam  is  not  consumed  at  Chungking  but  is 
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17  foreign  cotton  goods,  such  as  gray  and  white  shirtings, 
i,  and  plain  cotton  prints,  gained.    The  effect  of  the  competi- 
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forwarded  into  the  intarior  for  spinuuig  in  the  hojues  of  the  natives. 
Unfavorable  political  conditions  and  liriffandage  prevented  many 
shipments  from  being  made  and  caused  high  prices  at  interior  points. 
That  the  1917  import  figures  showed  an  increase  over  tliose  of  1916 
was  pleasantly  surprising. 
Demand  fot  Finer  Qrades  ol  Foreign  Flece  Qoods. 

By  way  of  summary,  it  might  be  statwl  that  a  demand  still  exists 
in  this  market  for  the  finer  grades  of  foreign  cotton  pKnIs,  which 
the  Chinese  can  not  malw,  but  docs  not  exist  for  forr-i^  goods  of 
coarse  vaiieties,  for  the  latter  can  not  coniiK'tc  with  the  Chinese, 
goods  of  this  land,  A  prominent  British  firm  has  lately  commenced 
the  importation  of  Manchester  goods,  tliercljy  cuttinii  out  the 
Chinese  middleman.  This  firm  does  not  expect  to  do  iniu'h  before 
the  war  in  Europe  ceases  because  of  high  prices  and  lack  of  ocean 
space,  but  it  is  confident,  that  there  is  money  to  be  made  in  importing 
the  finer  grades  of  foreign  piece  gootls,  di'-spite  the  competition  of 
native  and  Jiipancse  mills,  wnicli  have  the  advantage  of  cheap  labor 
and  lower  freight  rates  due  to  nearness  to  the  market.  As  there  is 
no  Ameriean'firm  here  which  toiild  represent  American  piece  goods 
houses,  attempts  to  establish  American  goods  in  this  market  can  only 
be  made  from  Shanghai  or  Hankow.  However,  the  interest  the 
British  are  taking  in  this  market  should  be  a  hint  to  American  finns 
interested  in  the  colton-goods  trade  of  China  to  make  an  imT?stiga- 
tion  of  this  potentially  profitable  market. 


SULPHUR  STNIUCATE  IN  SICILT. 

[Wwkly  Bulletin,  Canadian  Stpartiavut  ot  Trado  and  Coaunurcc.  Ottawa,  3uls  S2.] 
The  report  that  accompanies  the  draft  of  the  bill  for  granting  an 
extension  of  12  years  to  the  syndicate  interested  in  the  sulphur  pro- 
duction of  Sicily  intimates  that  such  extension  has  been  asked  for 
in  order  to  protect,  the  principal  industry  of  Sicily,  which  is  con- 
fronted with  greater  foreign  competition  at  a  time  when  not  only 
larger  ouantities  of  the  product  are  needed  for  explosives  but  labor 
for  worldng  the  mines  is  scarce.  It  is  believed  that  the  intensifying 
of  the  Japanese  production,  tlio  discovery  of  deposits  in  northern 
Africa,  and  the  very  considerable  American  output  constitute  a 
serious  menace  to  the  native  industry.  In  view  of  the  sittmtion, 
therefore,  it  is  believed  that  by  extending  for  12  years  the  rights  of 
the  syndicate,  whose  special  work  it  is  to  -combine  and  regulate  the 
efforts  of  the  individual  producers,  efficient  means  will  bo  adopted 
for  meeting  the  competition  of  the  future. 
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CLEfEI.Ui*:  VbMkec  ot  CmiKiat*. 
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FOBEION  TEADE  OPPORTUHITIES, 

Rpsem^d  addr^BBeB  may  be  obtained  from  (be  Bareaa  and  IM  dlalrlet  aad  ennprn 
tli-e  omc-pi'.  RcquoBt  for  eacli  opportuDltj  should  he  on  a  wparate  uhoi't  and  Mnl 
oppoptnnltr  nniuber.  The  Bureau  dope  not  furnlab  crrdlt  ratineB  or  antun 
rPsponslliUllj'  as  Co  llie  standing  of  (orplcQ  liiqulrira;  the  uoual  precoutlone  iibould  I 
InkpQ  In  nil  chsph.  Bymbols;  '  Kcporti'd  liy  Amrrfran  consular  oBlcpn" ;  t  Ke ported  t 
commercial  attaihi^  end  commercial  agvats:  t  I'Irect  Inquiries  ri.HX'ived  bj  the  Uurca 
In  couBldPTlnv  the  tnlloTtfng  "  optiortanltle*  "  sperlnl  rPKiird  Btaoald  b 

bnil  to  (be  IBITB  and   resalatlonB  sovemlDK  export  llceBaea  and  trailtn 


-  £7320  I  Sinn 
0, 2732r,       stca: 
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2732fl 

actlDB  maeblnerj -  27320 


27320.* — A  ninn  Id  France  tleslrps  to  rppresent  Amprlcnn  ninnnfacturerg  of 
cotton  goods.     CorresiwinleiJce  nmy  bo  111  Eucllwli.     llefereiice. 

27321.* — A  firm  tn  S|ialn  desh-es  an  nfieiicy  for  tlic  siile  of  slieet  lio  for  nianu- 
fncturine  preserve  cans.  Crcilit  tcrnis  of  from  GO  to  DO  dajs  are  iirefcrreU. 
Correyiwuileiicc  may  be  In  Englisli.    Ileferenccs. 

27322.' — A  local  travellnji  nicrchant  lu  South  Africa  wishes  In  be  placed  In 
eonimuniciLtion  with  mnniifncturers  of  fnimciJ  adiool  slates  nn<l  ]>«ncils. 
In  onlcr  tlmt  lime  tnny  lie  KiiveU  lie  ilcslrcs  to  rec-elve  simiiilcs  of  leading 
lines  with  prices,  Ciscounls,  etc, 

27323.* — A  miulng  company  In  Mexico  desires  to  purchase  one  me<lium  and 
one  siniill  concentrntins  table  and  parls  thereof,  to  be  packed  so  a»  to  be 
easily  taken  down  to  lie  plnced  on  mule  back  or  wap)ns ;  cross,  tare,  and 
net  welfrhts  must  be  slioivn  on  boxes;  to  be  shipiicrt  by  freight  to  Fort  Han- 
cock, TcK.  Quotations  should  be  given  c.  i.  t.  Fort  llaucoc-k.  Corresiioud- 
eucc  should  be  in  Spanish.    lieference. 

27324* — A  Arm  In  Siberia,  intending  to  establish  an  electric  power  plant, 
desires  lo  purchase  electric  and  steain  engines,  dynamos,  armatures,  etc. 
Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  Terms  of  ijnymcut  will  be  cash.  Cor- 
respondence should  be  In  Russian. 

273-.;5.* — An  agency  company  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  American  nmnnfac- 
turers  of  cotton  gloves  and  cnllon  piece  goods.  Credit  terms  o(  from  60 
to  00  days  are  preferred.    Corivsi>oiidence  may  be  in  English.    Beferences. 

27328.*— A  man  In  Prance  wishes  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  belts  and 
small  tools.    Corresi>oudence  may  be  lu  Eiigiisli.     Itefereuee. 

27327.* — A  man  in  northern  Italy  desires  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  ordinary 
watches  of  various  sizes  and  descrlptUins.  Cash  will  be  paid.  Corre- 
spondf  oce  may  be  in  French  or  Itulion.    Catalogues  ore  requested. 

27328." — A  firm  In  Spain  desires  to  secure  agencies  from  American  manufac- 
turers of  oilcloth,  with  or  without  glaze.  Credit  terms  of  from  00  to  00 
days  are  prefencd.    Correspondence  maj'  be  In  English.    References. 

27329. t — A  Arm  in  Norway  desires  to  purchase  machines  with  capacity  of  5,000 
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DAILT  COHSULfiR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  O?  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DBFARTUENT  Of  COMMERCS 

Tcr  nie  hj  (he  SupaftUBdnU  of  I>ocaHiia,WuhHictHi,D.  C,  u  f2.S0  per  jtu 

)2  Washington,  D.  C,  Friday,  August  16 
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Llhl  of  prohibited  Imports  tor  British  . 
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Importallon  ot  earllc  from  Italy 030  DevclopmeDt  ol  the  Iron  iDdoatry  In 

Growth  of   Industries  In    Norway   and  Braiil - —  fl 

Swiilpn 631  PropoKPd   change   In   Italian   dralnojie 


ort    hanrpBt   In   Tunisia.- 


Rmploymr'nt  of  electric  power  la   7,a-               South  African  market  for  cream  sepa- 
rfch  District 827         rators -  I 

Bmtir^  nt  TlusKlaD  export  rhnmlicr  !n  Ostrich  feather  marliet  of  Port  Kllza- 


Btockholm 627 


Olovea  from   whale  Intesttnes  In   Nor- 


rnpblte  fllUHllan 630      Hpeclnl    commendation    for    lighthouse 

in   Br«»ll 631  PDiiiloycc!! 640 

r  Italian  marble 631       Norway""  fuel  supply  suffltlcnt fMO 

larket  for  paleutnl  tocks  la  Kpala 040 


aUBBEE  IMPORT^  PEEMITTED  DITEING  AUGUST  AND  SEPTEMBER. 

After  a  study  of  the  situation  regiirding  supplies  of  crude  rubber 
in  this  country,  rate  of  cousurnption,  and  related  matters,  and  after 
consultation  with  the  AVar  Industries  Board,  the  War  Trade  Board 
has  decided  to  permit  importation  of  crude  rubber  during  the 
months  of  August  and  September  at  the  rate  tentatively  fixed  for  the 
quarter  ending  July  31,  li)18,  viz,  100,000  tons  per  annum  (W.  T.  B. 
R.  lOG). 

The  amount  of  crude  rubber  to  be  licensed  for  importation  from 
overseas  during  the  months  of  August  and  September  has,  there- 
fore, by  this  ruling  of  the  War  Trade  Board  {W.  T.  B.  R.  197).  been 
limited  to  16,606  tons.  This  amount  will  be  allocated  by  the  Bureau 
of  Imports  of  the  War  Trade  Board  along  the  general  lines  of  the 
previous  allocation,  certain  changes  therein  having  been  made  to 
take  care  of  new  manufacturei-s  and  increased  Government  require- 
ments.   

UST  OF  PROHIBITEI)  IHPOETS  FOR  BRITISH  GITIAIIA. 

In  addition  fo  the  list  of  prohibited  imports  adopted  on  June  6 
and  published  in  Commeiice  Reports  for  July  9,  inclu<ling  motor 
and  other  vehicles,  musical  instruments,  and  furniture,  the  importa- 
tion from  North  America  of  other  goods  is  now  prohibited,  viz, 
traveling  bags,  trunks,  and  valises;  baskets  of  all  kinds;  chinaware 
or  porcelain;  earthenware  and  pottery;  glass  and  glassware  of  all 
kinds;  perfumery  of  all  kinds  (including  perfumed  spirits) ;  plate 
and  plated  warcj  and  toys. 

The  proclamation  establishing  the  above  prohibitions,  dated  July 
12,  appears  in  the  Official  Gazette  of  July  13,  and  a  copy  was  for- 
warded by  Consul  G.  E,  Chamberlain,  Georgetown, 

[Lists  of  prohlliileil  iiii|Hirts  linvp  l>een  DiinoiiiKtMl  fur  tile  Wimlivitnl  Islnml!), 
Trlnidnd.  atid  the  Lecwunl  Islunds.  See  CoatuiiJicE  Bepobis  of  July  19,  22, 
and  24.1 
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IMPOKTATZON  OF  OABLIC  FBOH  TTALT. 

List  of  Restricted  Imports  No.  1,  under  wliich  (Item  77)  the  im- 

Eortation  of  garlic  from  Europe  was  prohibited,  has  been  so  mod^ed 
y  the  War  Trade  Board  in  a  new  rulinjt  (W.  T.  B.  B.  203)  as  to 
permit  the  importation  from  Italy  of  garlic  from  the  1918  crop. 
Licenses  for  the  iiiiportaticfii  of  garlic  from  Italy  may,  therefore,  be 
issued  until  January  1, 1919,  where  the  applications  are  otherwise  in  ' 
order.  The  reason  for  the  earlier  prohibition  of  iinports  of  garlic 
was  foimded  upon  the  general  policy  of  the  War  Trade  Board  to 
discourage  imports  of  food  products  fi-om  Europe  in  oi-der  to 
retain  such  commodities  for  consumption  at  home  and  thereby 
save  tonnage,  and  to  conserve  arable  land  in  Europe  for  the  pro- 
duction of  crops  for  home  consumption.  As  it  appeared  thrcHigh 
representations  of  the  Italian  Government  that  losses  would  be  in- 
flicted upon  certain  districts  in  Italy  where  garlic  is  largely  pro- 
duced by  inability  to  dispo^  of  this  crop,  which  had  already  been 
put  in,  the  War  Trade  Board  decided  to  relax  the  restriction  to  the 
extent  of  permitting  im^Kirtations  from  thi.s  year's  crop  on  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  acreage  of  the  next  crop  will  be  restricted  in 
order  that  the  land  may  be  devoted  to  produce  food  for  home  con- 
sumption. 

GEOWTH  OF  IHSirsIBIES  IN  NOAWAT  AND  SWEDEN. 

( Commcrdll  Afi^nt  Konnan  I..  ,\nil<Tsnii,  l'n|"-nii«Ki'D,  Dcnoitrk,  July  «,| 

A  nmnbei-  of  new  plants  ivill  be  liuill  in  <'onnpction  witli  extensions 
in  several  branches  of  industry  in  MtJ>h.  Norway,  in  spite  of  all  the 
difficulties  with  which  the  industrioK  hu\-e  to  contend  and  the  in- 
creased difficulties  of  st'curing  raw  materinlix 

The  war  has  created  a  number  of  new  industries  in  Sweden,  niany 
of  which,  however,  will  jtrohablv  disappear  aii  hoon  as  noriiml  condj- 
tions  again  Iset  in.  It  is  gratifying,  thei-ePdre,  when  an  enlorprise 
arises  which  has  come  tu  s^tay,  such  as  is  the  case  with  tlie  mica  indus- 
try, just  startetl.  A  factory  for  making  electric  insulating  material 
from  mica  has  just  been  started  in  Ciotoiiborg  by  John  R.  Ecltig  &■  Co. 
(Ltd.)  The  company  has  its  own  mines  in  the  Bolmsliin  district, 
where  there  are  large  quantities  of  niw  material,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  pi-oduction  of  mica  can  Iks  increased  to  supply  the  entire  needs 
of  the  country.     Possibly  (be  material  will  al^^o  be  exported. 


COEK  HAEVEST  IN  TUNISU. 


The  "Tunisic  Frant^siise  "  of  July  6  sayy  that  the  forestry  .'jervioe 
has  now  terminated  the  cork  harvest  of  the  Khroumiric  forest.    The 


crop  for  1918  is  estimated  at  about  00,000  quhitals  and  will  be  placed 
on  sale  toward  the  end  of  September.  The  publication  says  that  "it 
is  hardly  probable  that  this  sale  will  have  any  better  success  than 
last  jear  because  of  the  lack  of  transportation,  unless  the  French 
corkmakers  succeed  in  their  agitation  for  the  designation  by  the 
Government  of  the  necessarj'  tonnage." 
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EKPLOYHEKT  OF  ELECTSIC  POWEB  IN  ZTJEIOH  DI8TBICT. 

[Vice  Connil  JisraB  C.  HcNallj,  Zurich,  SwltserUnd.] 

A  request  has  been  received  from  the  United  States  for  information 
regarding  the  sale  of  electric  power  for  small  industries  located  in 
Zurich  and  vicinity.  The  following  information  on  the  subject  has 
been  furnished  the  writer  by  a  civil  engineer  of  this  city. 

Owing  to  a  continued  increase  in  the  consumption  of  electric 
power  and  the  inability  of  the  present  plants  to  meet  the  demand,  a 
large  power  plant  is  in  course  of  construction,  which,  in  all  proba- 
bility, will  be  completed  in  about  three  years. 

The  amount  of  power  produced  by  the  Zurich  city  works  within 
24  hours  is  estimated  at  a  minimum  of  9,920  effective  horsepower  or 
6,200  kilowatts  and  obtained  by  means  of  electric  generators.     The 
maximum  estimates  are  15,330  horsepower  or  13,330  kilowatts. 
price  Per  Kilowatt — IndnKtrles  ZmploylDg  Xlectrte  Power. 

Tlio  power  is  sold  by  kilowatt  hours  at  rates  varying  from  8  to  20 
centimes  (1.55  to  4  cents)  per  kilowatt  hour,  accordmg  to  the  amount 
of  power  consumed.  This  system  of  reflating  the  cost  of  power 
would  indicate  that  the  small  user  is  discriminated  against  in  the 
price  as  compared  with  owners  of  large  industries.  The  former  pays 
ordinarily  at  the  rate  of  20,  18,  and  16  centimes  (4,  3.47,  and  3,08 
cents)  per  kilowatt  hour;  for  ;i  consumption  of  200,000  kilowatt 
hours  or  more,  the  8  centimes  (1.55  cents)  rate  is  applied. 

The  industries  to  which  power  sales  are  particularly  made  are: 
Mechanical  repair  shops;  blacksmith;  forging  industry;  cement  and 
artificial  stone  manufacturers;  builders  for  driving  concrete  and 
other  machinery,  etc.  Besides  these  relative  small  factories  there  is 
quite  a  number  of  larger  ones  that  are  also  using  the  city  current,  em- 
ploying 300  and  more  workmen.  The  working  staff  of  the  small 
ind.  ^  ,ii;ies  varies  from  4  to  25  men. 

In.addition  to  the  forgoing  uses  the  city  electric  power  is  also 
utilized  for  the  operation  of  the  city  street  cars,  water  works,  pump- 
ing stations,  for  charging  automobile  batteries  and  specially  con- 
structed electric  boilers  for  producing  steam. 


BBANCH  OF  RUSSIAN  EXPORT  CHAMBER  IN  STOCKHOLM. 

According  to  a  circular  letter  transmitted  by  Commercial  Agent 
Noi"man  L.  Andei-son,  at  Copenhagen,  a  branch  of  the  Rus.sian 
Export  Chamber  was  formed  in  istockholm  in  June,  1918.  The 
circular  ^ys: 

The  Hassinn  Export  Cliamber  In  PPtrogrart  was  founded  In  1010  and  Its  object 
Is  to  work  for  foreign  trade,  espeL-ially  the  regular  development  of  export. 
The  Export  Chamber  (1)  studies  iiud  gives  Informiitlon  about  ull  fnre[^-tru<te 
questions,  and  (2)  helps  those  flrms  and  persons  wbo  desire  to  do  business  In 
foreign  countries  to  or^nlze  tlieir  work.  The  committee  of  the  Export  Cham- 
ber in  PatroRTO'l  has  at  Its  disposal  liiforniatlon  biu'oaus,  libraries,  snuiples  of 
Eoods,  agencies  In  the  larger  Itusslan  business  centers,  representatives  ftUroad, 
etc. 

The  purpose  of  the  Stocli)iolin  branch  of  the  Russian  Export  Chamber  is  to 
establish  close  cooperation  with  the  Scandinavian  department  that  was  formed 
in  the  nussiim  Kx|K)rt  Chamber  In  I'ctrograd  on  January  22,  lOlS.  The  annual 
membership  fee  Is  100  crowus  for  firms  and  50  crowns  for  ludlvlduala. 


Goot^lc 


(128  OOHHEBCE  BBFOBTEL. 

NEW  AIDS  TO  NATIGAHON  IH  ALASKA. 

Eleven  new  iiphta  were  cEtablished  in  Alaska  by  the  Bureau  of 
Lightlioiises  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1918,  according  to  an 
an]iounccni.ent  by  Secietary  Eedfield.  Three  lights  were  changed 
from  fixed  to  fliiahmg,  and  1  gjis  buoy,  12  buoys  of  other  types,  and 
5  beacons  were  establiahed. 

Before  the  present  reason  is  over  16  more  new  lights  will  be  estab- 
lished, as  well  as  two  new  gus  and  bell  buoys  and  an  unlighted  day- 
mark.  A  considerable  number  of  new  aids  to  navigation  will  be 
installed  before  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  which  ends  June 
30,  1019,  and  working  s<'ow  and  other  equipment  will  be  purchased 
during  the  year. 

The  Bureau  of  Lighthoui^es  will  also  recommend  to  the  Department 
of  Commerce  that  appropriations  be  asked  or  Congi'ess  as  follows: 
$75,000  to  continue  the  work  of  installing  new  aids  to  navigation  in 
Alaska;  $125,000  for  a  lij^it  and  fog  signal  at  Cape  Spencer,  Cross 
Sound,  to  replace  an  antomatic  acetylene  light  now  established  at 
that  pkce:  and  $?0,000  for  improvements  nt  existing  stations  for 
which  fundn  are  not  now  available. 
Loe&llty  kad  Ckaraeter  of  Hew  lights  Established. 

The  lights  established  in  Alaska  during  the  year  ended  Jime  30, 
1918,  are  as  follows: 


Name 

nlUght. 

1                1-0(5.1  ily. 

c^..... 

SS^ 

'        -ii    -^   rh  ^ 

:i;:::::;;:: 

PofnlCioivlsy... 
Red  niuauay.. 

'^Jj£l^'Kiir-"--------' 

1% 

Changes  from  fixed  to  Hashing  lights  were  made  as  follows:  Mary 
Island,  RcvillHfrigedo  Ciiiinnel,  sind  Sentinel  Isiiind.  Lynn  Canal, 
changed  from  fixed  togroii])  fiushing:  Southeast  Five-Finger  Islands, 
Stephens  Passage,  change<l  from  fixed  lo  flushing.  llluininnnt  in 
each  case  changed  from  oil  to  acetj'lenc. 
TTpeB  and  localities  of  Gat  Buoy^  and  Beacans, 

A  gas  bnoj  was  established  nt  Helm  Rock,  Sumner  Strait;  and 
buoys  of  other  types  were  established  as  follows :  v 


Nom.'.irL'iigj-. 

Tj-pe, 

I«c»Ut)-. 

BUna  lliutei  1 

Ist-classcin. 

CbtajRot.l , 

i^^'ifV^ 

KlJC  nnj. 

Huod  Hay  Entrance,  2 

Coif  B«7,  Alulm  PerinsuH. 
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The  beacons  established  during  the  last  fiscal  year  Tvere  as  follows: 


Mu»  01  beacon. 

Local]  tf. 

^,i'SS-'- 

Hew  lAghU  and  Otber  Alda  to  be  BitabUshed. 

The  16  new  lights  to  be  established  before  the  present  season  is 
OTei-  are  as  follows: 

Cambier  Bay  Entrance,  Stephens  Passage,  one  fixed  white  Hght; 
Halibut  Cove  and  Homer  Spit.  Cook  Inlet,  two  fixed  white  lights; 
Cholmondcley  Sound,  Hump  Island,  one  fixed  white  light,  and  Skin 
Island,  one  flashing  white  light;  Windham  Bay  Narrows.  Windham 
Bay,  one  fixed  white  light ;  Cape  Edgeciimbe,  Sitka  Sound,  one  Sash- 
ing white  light;  Gavina  Point,  Ocaa  Bay,  one  group  flashing  white 
light;  Lemcsurier  Island,  and  North  Indian  Fass,  Icy  Stmt,  two 
flashing  white  lights;  Martin  Islands,  Katalla.  one  flashing  white 
light;  Mitkof  Shoal,  one  fixed  red  light,  Wrangell  Strait;  and 
South  Flat  Middle,  one  fixed  white  liglit;  Point  Carrew,  Yakutat 
Bpy,  one  fla^hinp;  white  light;  Bock  Island,  Clarence  Strait,  one 
flashing  white  light;  Boat  Rock.  Dixon  Entrance,  one  flashing 
white  light.  Illuniinant  of  fixed  lights  will  be  oil  and  of  flashing 
lights,  acetylene. 

Gas  and  bell  buoys,  showing  a  flashing  white  light,  will  be  placed 
on  Favorite  Reef,  Stephens  Passage,  and  on  Morris  Reef,  Chatham 
Strait,  during  the  present  season. 

■    An  unlighted  daymark  will  be  estnbli-shed  in  Keku  Strait,  Sumner 
Strait. 

Other  improvements  to  be  completed  before  the  end  of  the  present 
£scal  year  are  as  follows: 

Port  Walter  Light,  Chatham  Strait,  will  be  changed  from  fixed 
to  flashing  white,  and  the  ilhiminant  changed  from  oil  to  acetylene; 
Tree  Point  Light,  BevUlagigedo  Channel,  will  be  changed  from  fixed 
to  flashing  white,  and  the  illuminant  changed  from  oil  to  incan- 
descent oil  vapor,  which  will  materially  increase  the  candlepower. 
Aktitan  Harbor  Light  to  be  changed  from  fixed  to  flashing  white, 
oil  to  acetvlcne.  Cape  Sarichef  and  Scotch  Cap  Lights.  Aleutian 
Islands,  will  be  changed  from  oil  to  incandescent  oil  vapor,  ma- 
terially increasing  the  candlepower.  At  Controller  Bay  two  lights 
and  four  unlighted  dnymarka  will  be  established.  At  Point  St. 
Alvans  Reef,  Sumner  Strait,  a  gas  and  bell  buoy,  with  flashing  white 
light,  will  be  established. 

TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES  IN  FRANCE. 

As  a  result  of  the  third  Lyon  Sample  Fair,  the  American  consulate 
in  that  city  furnished  details  as  to  1,177  specified  inquiries  for 
American  goods  or  agencies  for  American  merchandise.  These  have 
been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  as 
Confidential  Bulletin  No,  35,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  by 
American  firms  from  tlie  Bureau  at  Washington  or  its  district  and 
cooperative  offices.  i|c 
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HADAOASCAB  OBAPHITE  SITUATION. 

[Consul  J.  G.  CftTter.  TananulTO.] 

Shipments  of  graphite  from  the  colony  to  France  nre  now  pro- 
hibited, except  through  notice  to  the  contrary,  and  inni^miich  as 
there  is  no  indication  that  shipments  of  this  article  mny  be  resumed 
soon,  considerable  anxiety  is  felt  in  graphite-mining  circles.  Prac- 
tically no  purehases  or  new  contracts  are  being  made  and  mining 
operations  are  being  gi«atly  curtailed. 

Several  weeks  ago,  it  was  officially  stated  that  2,000  tons  of 
graphifo  per  month  would  bo  needed  for  the  national  defense  before 
nie  quantities  for  direct  exportation  to  the  United  States  could  be 
considered.  Subsequently,  the  restriction  in  tlie  importation  of 
graphite  into  the  United  States  was  announced  in  the  colony.  Thifi 
latter  has  also  had  a  discouraging  effect  upon  the  local  industry, 
inasmuch  as  it  had  been  expected  for  some  time  that  the  prohibition 
of  the  direct  shipment  of  graphite  to  America  would  be  raised. 

Although  it  would  not  appear  that  any  authorization  for  the 
exportation  of  graphite  to  the  United  States  has  yet  been  given, 
the  Governor  G<.meral  informs  the  consulate  that  of  the  2,000  tons  ol 
this  mineral  to  be  reserved  monthly,  1,450  tons  arc  intended  for  Eng- 
land, to  be  shipped  by  the  "Graphites  Maskar"  company,  affilijitcd 
with  tlie  Morgan  Crucible  Co.  of  London,  and  the  remainder  is  to  be 
shipped  to  Alarseille.  The  (iovernor  General  also  advise.s  that  re- 
quests for  shipment  to  the  United  States  will  i-eceive,  as  far  as  the 
quantities  are  avaihible,  favorable  consideration  from  the  French 
Ministry  of  Armaments,  pi-ovided  such  requests  are  sustained  by  the  , 
War  Trade  Board. 
Prodnctloo  and  Exportation. 

As  previoiis-Iy  reported,  the  estimated  production  of  graphite  oB 
the  island  in  i917  was  ;i,").000  tons,  and  the  exports  amounted  to 
27,838  tons,;  of  which  10,506  went  to  En<ilAhd  and  17.332  tdtfe  to 
France.  Although  no  direct  shipments  have  been  permitted  to  go 
forward  to  the  United  States,  it  is  understood  that  8,000  tons  reached 
that  country  from  Marseille  in  1917,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
has  also  been  shipped  from  that  port  during  the  jire-^ent  year,  prin- 
cipally through  a  consortium  of  French  firms  which,  up  until  now, 
has  controlled  the  bulk  of  the  output  of  Madagascar  graphite  other 
than  that  shipped  to  England.  Inasmuch  as  the  French  firms  be- 
longing to  this  consortium  are  represented  in  Madagascar,  it  is  not 
nnliitely  that  they  will  endeavor  to  control  such  graphite  as  may 
be  now  shipped  to  the  United  States  direi't  from  the  island,  while  it 
would  appear  that  various  independent  prodiners  are  endeavoring 
to  form  dii"ect  connections  wilh  the  Anicricnn  Inipfirtert;. 
Ko  Considerable  Quantity  Available  for  the  United  States. 

With  the  pre.-^ent  state  of  the  industry  if  is  not  believed  that  large 
quantities  of  the  1018  produrlion  of  trritpliitc  will  be  available  for 
shipment  to  the  Ignited  States.  On  the  other  hand,  some  10,000  or 
15,000  tons  of  graphite  are  said  to  bo  remaining  in  the  colony  from 
the  1017  production,  and  may  l>o  available  for  ex])ortation  to  Amer- 
ica. If  the  French  authorities  continue  for  any  considerable  time  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  graphite  to  France,  and  release  the  550 
tons  per  month  said  now  to  be  reserved  for  that  country,  the  qnati- 
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tity  available  for  exportation  to  the  United  Stat«s  will  be  even 
greater,  provided  tliere  is  a  demand  for  same  in  the  United  States 
and  licenses  may  be  had  for  its  importation. 

Direct  shipments  continue  to  go  forward  to  England  at  about 
1^00  tons  per  month. 

[A  brief  review  of  the  ftraphlte  trade  between  Madagaspar  and  the  United 
States  siDCe  tlie  opeoing  of  the  war  niipeiired  iu  (Jomukhck  ItEpoRTs  fur  Mar.  1, 
1918.] 

THE  BOLLWOSH  IN  BBAZU.. 
[Vice  Consul  Rlcbard  P.  Momaen,  RIa  de  Janeiro,  June  SS.1 

The  director  of  the  recently  established  service  to  combat;  the  boll- 
worm  in  Brazil  has  recently  reported  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
the  work  of  that  service  for  the  month  of  April,  He  reports  that  the 
Htate  of  Maranhao  has  appropriated  30  contos  (about  $7,500  in 
American  currency)  for  the  work  in  that  State.  The  officials  there 
proposed  first  to  make  a  general  inspection  of  the  cotton  regions 
ascertaining  in  which  localities  the  bollworm  is  doing  the  greatest 
damage,  in  order  that  tlieir  efforts  may  be  concentrated  on  these  re- 
gions lirst.  In  the  State  of  Piauliy,  two  Federal  officials  are  work- 
ing and  report  the  discovery  of  the  bollwoim  on  every  plantation 
visited  The  director  states  that  in  the  State  of  Ceara  mucn  is  being 
accomplished  in  various  sections  to  rid  that  State  of  Uiis  pest  In 
the  State  of  Kio  Grande  do  Norte,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
proper  technical  help,  the  work  is  now  being  done  by  Federal  offi- 
cials. The  State  has  been  divided  into  two  zones,  each  of  which  has 
been  subdivided  mto  seven  sections  in  order  that  the  work  may  be 
carried  on  systematically.  The  Government  of  the  State  has  pur- 
chased chemicals  to  combat  the  disease  and  is  distributing  bulletins 
in  largo  numbers.  In  Parahyba  do  Norte  difficulty  has  been  encoun- 
tered in  obtninins  the  neces-^ary  machinery  for  the  application  of  car- 
bon sjllphidc  to  (Tisinfec;t]lhe  cotton  seeds.  Complaint  is  made  in  the 
State  of  Pcniambuco  that  until  the  State  adopts  some  legislation  mak- 
ing it  obligatory  on  all  planters  to  assist  in  the  work  of  destroying 
the  bollworm  it  will  be  impossible  to  accomplish  any  real  results. 
In  Alagoas  large  quantities  of  cotton  seed  have  been  disinfected  and 
farmers  are  being  instructed  how  to  comb'at  the  bollworm.  Difficul- 
ties have  been  encountered  in  the  State  of  Sergipe  by  lack  of  trans-* 
portation  to  Wsit  the  cotton  zones.  It  is  stated  that  in  the  southern 
part  of  the.State  the  cotton  crop  is  damaged  to  the  extent  of  85  per 
cent  by  reason  of  the  bollwoi-m.  The  President  of  the  State  has  asked 
the  legislature  for  very  effective  measures  to  combat  against  this  in- 
sect pest. 

In  conclusion  the  director  recommends  that  at  the  end  of  the 
present  crop  the  planters  be  obliged  to  cut  and  bum  all  annual  cot- 
ton plants,  to  trim  all  perennial  cotton  plants  and  to  bum  the  trim- 
mings, and  to  gather  and  destroy  the  seed-bearing  pods. 

IHPORTATION  OF  ITALIAN  IIABBLE. 
The  List  of  Kestricted  Imports  No.  2  (item  121)  has  been  so 
amended,  under  a  new  ruling  of  the  War  Trade  Board  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
198),  as  to  permit  the  importation  from  Italy  of  Italian  marble  and 
manufactures  of  Italian  marble  when  coming  from  convenient  ports 
where  loading  can  be  done  without  delay. 


COMMEROB  SBPOBTS. 
SWEDISH  FOSEZGN  COHHESCIAL  8EKTICS. 


Sveriges  Allmiiiina  Exportforoniny  (Swodcii's  General  Ksport 
Union)  has  recuntly  stated  in  a  communication  to  the  King  that  it 
is  important  tliat  the  public  authorities  give  tlieir  most  active  sup- 
port to  pi-eparation  for  aftor-the-war  trade.  It  is  recommended 
that  the  legations  abroad  should  first  and  foremost  consider  tiie 
trade  policy  more  closely  than  ever  attached  to  the  purely  diplomatic 
work.  The  Export  Union  maintainR  that  it  is  desirable  that  the 
question  of  foreign  representation  be  treated  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible nnderstanding.  Tn  apiwinting  chiefs  of  Swedish  legations  to 
those  eountries  with  which  Sweden  already  is  in  important  com- 
mercial connection  and  which  by  energetic  support  may  be  further 
developed,  gieater  cure  than  heretofore  should  be  taken  to  see  that 
these  chiefs  have  the  right  underKtjinding  of  the  demands  of  economic 
life  and  a  knowle<lge  of  commercial  matters. 
DcTclopncnt  of  Coasular  and  CainmeTcial  Attaclii  Services. 

In  tlie  coiimiunication  it  is  stated  that  the  LSwedish  consular gcrvice 
in  Ku-sia  has  rewntly  betii  considcmbly  developed,  but  that  the 
time  is  still  distant  when  it  may  lie  said  that  the  consular  representa- 
tion abroad  is  satisfactory.  In  many  important  places,  for  instance, 
British  and  Dutch  India,  the  ivestern  coas^  oi  North  and  South 
-\mtTica,  as  well  as  Central  America,  and  the  greatest  pait  of  Nortli 
Africa,  in  ^siicli  im|>ortant  business  centers  ob  Calcutta,  Batavia,  San 
Franciaco,  Wiljiaraiso,  Mombasti,  and  Algiei-n,  where  it  should  be 
[wssiblc  to  obtain  groceries  and  raw  materia]  in  exchange  for  finished 
Swedish  industrial  products,  Sweden  is  represented  only  by  unsal- 
aried consuls,  or  not  represented  at  all.  It  can  not  be  denied  that 
tlie  hon»)rnry  consuls,  through  the  position  they  occupy  in  thcirown 
country,  can  and  have  done  Sweden  git-at  service,  but  as  a  rule 
consuls  that  have  been  Heul  out,  and  especially  ivhen  the  right  men 
are  sent  to  the  right  places,  follow  conditions  at  home  with  much 
greater  zeal  and  take  cjire  of  Swedish  interests  in  a  much  more  ener- 
getic manner. 

An  institution  that  is  c<mipavatively  new  and  mideveioped  is  the 
Swedish  conmiercial  attache  service.  During  the  war  various  amounts 
have  been  voted  to  cover  the  expense,  of  sending  out  such  attaches, 
but  these  amounts  have  not  het-n  utilized  to  their  full  ctEent  It  is, 
however,  the  opinion  of  the  Swe<lish  Exjjort  Union  that  a  much  more 
extensive  apiwintment  of  conunereial  iittaches  should  be  made  as 
soMi  as  possible.  The  Union  is  not  in  a  po>ition  to  say  how  the  ad- 
ministrative position  of  these  jnen  should  be  arranged,  whether  tliey 
should  belong  to  the  Foreign  Othee.  the  various  Tegationsj  or  pos- 
sibly certain  couiulates  gonerah  In  any  casi-,  however,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Export  Union  that  such  younger  and  commercially 
educated  officials,  attached  to  certain  important  places,  or  made 
ambulatory,  if  conditions  made  it  desirable,  would  be  of  great  im- 
portance to  Swedish  industry  and  foreign  trade.  They  should  not, 
however,  compete  with  the  consuls  who,  also,  are  mostly  occupied 
with  other  work,  but  should  by  their  specialized  work  complete  the 
foreign  representation. 
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The  Export  Union  closes  its  potion  by  saying  that  it  is  quite 
aware  that  such  on  arrangement  would  demand  considerably  greater 
sacrifices  of  money  than  is  now  the  case.  In  all  branches  of  Swedish 
administration  salaries  are  now  being  increased,  and  in  order  to  get 
good  officials  it  would  seem  necessary  that  the  State  offer  conditions 
not  below  tliose  of  private  enterprises.  Even  if  the  new  budget, 
therefore,  were  to  carry  large  amounts  for  the  purpoee  in  question, 
the  Expoi-t  Union  feels  convinced  that  the  State  powers  will  fully 
understand  the  large  national  interests  concerned.  In  consideration 
hereof  the  Union  makes  itself  the  spoke=mian  of  wide  circles  in 
Swedish  export  industry  and  foreign  trade. 


JURISDICTION  OF  "  CAPTAIN  OP  THE  TOKT  "  IN  MEXICO. 

[Vlte  Consul  T.oUipr  K.  ZabrlBklc.  MciJco  Cltj,  Joly  26.1 

The  issue  of  EI  Econoniista  for  July  24  states  that  the  Department 
of  Communications  has  determined  that  the  jurisdiction  of  each  one 
of  the  captain  of  the  port  offices  in  the  Republic  should  embrace  the 
shore,  Federal  maritime  zone,  and  territorial  sea  area  as  is  given 
below ; 
C«ut  of  tbe  OvU  of  Kexlco. 

Tampifo. — Fi'om  the  montb  of  the  river  Bravo  del  Norie  up  to  the  port  <rf 
Liobo.i  Ifiland.  whi^h  has  re''ently  been  opened  to  tlie  trade,  with  powers  over  tbe 
port  of  Matamoros  and  the  port  of  Lobos  Island. 

Tuxpam.~l'i'\ia  tlio  aame  piirt  at  Loljos  Island  iip  lo  Fuuto  Delgada,  with 
powers  over  the  ports  of  Tecoliitia  and  Nautln. 

Vera  CrMz.-rH'toia  Punta  Delsada  np  to  Pniitii  de  Rooa  ParHda,  with  powen 
over  the  port  of  Alvarado. 

Coatxamalcon. — I'rom  Pimfii  de  ItiH'ii  rartidn  up  to  llie  bar  of  Santa  Ana, 
inclusive. 

Fronlera. — From  llie  bar  of  Santa  Ana  up  to  llic  mi'nth  of  the  river  San 
Pedro.  HI. 

Ciudad  del  Carineti. — Fnini  the  Inst -mentioned  point  np  to  the  roodstead  of 
GharDpotOa,  Inclusive. 

Camptohc. — Froin  the  InEC-meutloued  )x>int  up  to  tlie  I'oadstead  of  Celcstum. 

Protfreso.— From  tlie  last-tuenlioned  point  up  to  tlic  Contoy  Inland,  Incliislva 

Vosumel  I  aland. —From  Contoy  Island,  exclusive,  np  to  the  southern  limit  of 
the  Republic  and  the  tllver  Hondo,  with  i>owm'  over  Payo  Obispo. 
CoMt  of  the  Teciilc. 

Sailna  Cruz. — From  the  soulliern  limit  of  the  Republlt;  up  to  Punta  Escon- 
dfdo,  belonftlnK  to  the  Stnte  of  Onxncn,  with  powers  over  San  Ronlto  Tonalft  and 
Puerto  Anfiel. 

AcaiMlco. — From  Pnnta  Ksi'ondldn,  exolii.slve,  up  to  tUe  port  of  Zlhuataoejo^ 
with  power  over  the  last-named  imrt. 

Ilaiizanillo.^VrnDi  the  port  of  Zttiuatflncjo,  eTcluslve.  up  to  Caho  Corrieutes. 

Ean  Bias. — From  Cabo  Corrienles  up  to  lltirra  de  Teiicapan,  with  Jurisdiction 
over  the  Mnrlas  Islands. 

ifnzatlan. — From  Bflrrn  de  Tennipnu  up  to  the  yort  of  Topolobampo,  ex.- 
dnstve,  with  power  over  Altata. 

GuaymoB. — Frou  tlie  uiouth  of  the  river  ColoraU<i  up  to  the  port  of  Topolo- 
bampo, Inclusive,  with  power  o\er  tliis  ptnt. 

Santa  RnnaUa.—VTom  tho  mouth  of  the  river  Colorado.  escluBlve,  np  to  Cabo 
San  Lucas,  with  power  over  San  .Tos^  del  Cnbo. 

Bn*ena4a.~VTom  tbe  northern  limit  of  tbe  Rerublic  up  to  Cabo  Ban  Lucaa, 
with  power  over  Bahla  llnKdalean. 


The  nnmber  of  business  failures  in  Milan,  Italy,  for  the  month  of 
May,  1918,  was  10,  according  to  official  statistics  issued.     riQO<?  Ic 
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FOSSOnJTIES  OF  THE  PHUIFPIHE  CORDAGE  UTOITSTKY, 


There  are  now  three  firms  in  the  Philippines  manufacturing  rope 
on  a  sufficiently  large  scale  to  be  of  commercial  importance.  One  of 
the  factories  is  up  to  date  in  every  respect.  Two  of  them  manufac- 
ture rope  mostly  by  hand.  The  output  of  these  factories  is  repre- 
sented approximately  by  the  following  figures  of  the  bureau  of  cus- 
toms, showing  the  cordage  exports  during  the  calendar  year  1917 
from  the  Philippines: 
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There  were  exported  from  the  Philippine  Islands  during  1917  un- 
manufactured hemp  to  tlie  extent  of  169,435,201  kilos,  valued  at 
93,615,559  pesos.  A  portion,  at  least,  of  tins  hemp  might  well  have 
been  manufactured  into  cordage  in  the  Philippines  instead  of  in  the 
countries  to  which  it  was  exported,  and  sold  abroad  instead  of  the 
raw  material.  The  fact  that  there  is  a  market  for  cordage  hemp 
indicates  that  there  is  a  market  for  rope.  The  question  to  determine 
is  whether  cordage  can  be  manufactured  profitably  in  the  Philip- 
pines to  supply  an  export  demand. 
Bope  Harket  Abroad, 

There  is  a  steady  market  for  rope  at  the  present  time.  All  of  the 
cordage  trade  journals  speak  of  business  conditions  as  favorable  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  cordage  manufacturer.  A  Philippine  rope 
factory  can  anticipate  a  demand  in  both  the  Orient  and  the  United 
States  in  the  immediate  futui-e.  One  of  the  largest  American  mail- 
order houses  recently  endeavored  to  secure  the  entire  output  of  Phil- 
ippine roije.  The  establishment  of  an  additional  factory  would  not 
involve  the  taking  of  markets  away  from  existing  factories.  On  the 
contrary,  a  greater  supply  of  Philippine  rope  would  aid  the  existing 
factories  by  establishing  Manila  as  a  more  important  source  of  supply 
of  cordage. 

Pavorable  Location  for  Establishment  of  Rope  Indnstr?. 

The  most  favorable  location  for  a  rope  factory  is  thought  to  be 
Cebu,  which  has  an  abundance  of  cheap  lal>or,  and  is  the  shipping 
and  transshipping  point  for  a  large  part  of  the  hemp  produced  in 
the  islands.  It  is  a  port  of  entry,  has  an  excellent  harbor  with  modem 
port  facilities,  and  is  a  railway  terminal.  There  is  a  cheap  grade  of 
coal  mined  in  Cehu,  while  the  city  is  favorably  located  in  reference 
to  the  new  coal  mines  in  Mindanao,  the  development  of  which  on  a 
large  scale  is  now  under  way. 

The  services  of  an  industrial  engineer  should  be  secured  to  pre- 
pare the  necessary  plans  for  the  factory  building  and  the  type  and 
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arrangement  of  its  equipment.  Grent  ecoitoniit^  in  mnniifacture  can 
be  effected  by  constructing  tlie  most  suitable  type  of  plant  and  in- 
stalling the  moet  siiitHble  equipment.  This  consideration  jiistiHes  the 
expense  of  sceuring  bigli-grade  technical  help  before  any  expenditure 
for  plant  or  ec^uimiu'nt  is  made. 

Possibly  an  industrial  engineer  ciiu  be  seciii-ed  who  knows  the  rope 
mamifacttiro  business  ncll  enough  to  Ixt  abio  technical  superin- 
tendent. In  any  event,  no  investment  in  a  rope  factory  cim  be  rec- 
ommended unless  an  adequate  technical  staff  is  provided  for,  includ- 
ing a  superintendent,  chief  mechanic,  and  the  necessary  number  of 
experienced  foremen. 


CENSUS  OP  WHITE  POPUtATIOW  OF  SOTTTH  AFRICA. 

IConsu)  Ceorral  Georgia  n.  Sorpbr,  Cape  Tows.] 

The  preliminary  figures  of  the  census  taken  in  South  Africa  on 

May  4, 1&18,  have  just  been  published.    The  last  pi-ecetling  c«isus  was 

taken  in  1911,    The  main  figures  are  as  foilow.s : 
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Classified  by  males  and  females  the  figures  are: 
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The  above  tables  show  a  total  increase  of  141,818,  or  11.11  per  cent, 
in  seven  years. 

The  following  figures  f^how  the  rate  of  growth  in  the  population  o| 
the  principal  towns  of  the  country: 
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SETELOPHENT  OE  THE  IKON  ISIUSTBT  ZK  BBAZII. 

[Extracis  Irom  a  report  of  the  " 
bj  Vice  Consul  E 

That  the  iron-mining  industry  in  Brazil  is  to  be  developed  soon 
after  tlie  close  of  tiie  present  war  seems  very  evident.  This  impetus 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  important  iron-ore  deposits  have  been 
aciiiiired  by  foreign  and  Brazilian  syndicates. 

There  ore  given  below  the  names  of  the  companies  that  are  at 
present  said  to  be  the  more  important  iron-property  owners: 

The  Itnbim  Iron  Ore  Co.,  an  EnellHli  concern,  with  Its  head  olBces  In  Lon- 
don, iucorporntcd  bj  Messrs.  RothMchild,  Baring  BroH.,  an<l  E,  Knssel,  and 
whicli  purchiised  the  ■'  Concelfiio  "  and  "  Esnieril  "  depORlta  for  2,400,0(10  mllt^iii 
(aliout  $COO.OOU  in  Amerk'Hii  currency).  Tliis  group  tius  control  of  tlie  Vic- 
toria Mlnas  Itnllway.  These  rteposlls,  sitiiatetl  nt  Ilnblra  de  Mntto  Dentro,  are 
«>t<tlinntca  nt  OU,00<},000  cubic  meters  and  capable  of  producing  296,000.000  toUR. 
Tile  purcliase  prlcp  piiiJ  by  the  prior  holders  was  but  400,000  tuilrejs  ($100,000). 

The  Brazilian  Iron  Sieel  Co.,  an  American  corporation,  represented  by  M. 
Harder,  has  acquired  also  In  Itabira  de  Malto  Dentro  the  deposits  known  as 
"Canfi"  and  "Sunt'  Anna,"  containing  33,000,IUXI  cubic  meters  or  over,  or 
132,000,000  tons.  The  purclinse  price  Is  stated  as  300,000  nillreis  ( about  S7.->.000) . 
This  organization  has  also  purchased  the  "Alegrla"  and  "Oota"  deposits, 
situated  In  the  nuinielpnlity  of  Santa  Itlta  Durflo  (irarlimna),  for  the  sum  of 
150,000  nilli-cls  (alraut  $37,500).  These  deposits  are  re|H>rted  to  be  capable 
of  produdni;  10.000.000  tons.  The  same  onianlzatloD  also  has  a  con<-ession  to 
construct  a  railroad  ot)eratlnK  between  the  in  lues  of  Sautu  Rita  Uurfto 
(Mariannn)  and  S.  Josf'  da  Lagoa. 

The  Allnas  Geraes  Ij'on  Syndicate,  an  American  company,  orfn^nlzed  by 
Messrs.  I'hel.  Ilartenibaclt,  Kmest  Jiii>ser.  and  Jolm  Hannoond,  Las  purchased 
tlic  deposits  of  FaracatQ  and  Bauanal,  situated  In  Cattas  Altas  and  In  Santa 
B.irbara.  ' 

The  Soci^tC  Franeo-BrestllCnDe  and  Bernard  Gondchaux  &  Co.  (presumably 
French),  represented  \n  RrazU  by  an  engineer  named  Corvfie,  haa  acquired  the 
deposits  of  Oandonga,  in  S,  Miguel  de  (iuanlifles,  estimated  as  containing 
10,000,000  tons  ()f  ore,  for  the  smn  of  200,000  mihvis  {about  $M.OO0). 

The  Soctf'ti;  Civile  de  Mines  de  Fer  de  Jangnilfj.  a  French  compiiny,  ,repre- 
sentetl  by  an  engineer  named  C')rv<^e,  has  purchased  the  Jangada  mines.  In  the 
municipality  of  Villa  Nova  de  Lima  (Poraopeba),  with  a  capacity  of  15,000,000 
tons,  for  the  siira  of  100,000  mlli-els  (about  $25,000).  This  mine  Is  being  pros- 
pected by  Prof.  Slelayer. 

The  Deutsch  Luseinburgischs  Bergwerits  imd  Button  Aktiengesellschaft,  a 
Gemmn  company,  purchased  the  Corrego  do  Fel.|3o  deposit,  situated  In  Pledade 
do  Paruopeba  (Villa  Nova  de  IJma),  for  the  sum  of  100,000  mllrels  (S2n.000). 
The  ileposit  Is  at  pnwent  being  prospected  by  an  engiueor  named  Wcsterma. 

A.  Thura  purcliased  the  "t?asa  de  Pedra"  mine,  situated  in  Congonhas 
(Ouro  Preto),  witli  500.000  cubic  meters,  and  capable  of  producing  2,000,000 
tons.    The  sum  iiaid  was  60,000  mllreia  (about  Sir>,000). 

The  Bracuhy  Falls  Co.,  organized  in  this  country,  lias  purchased  the  "  Serra 
do  Mascale"  and  "Mendonca"  mines  situated  in  Congonlias  (Ouro  Prelo), 
with  deposits  calculated  at  8.000,000  culiic  meters,  and  capalile  of  producing 
20.000,000  tons.  The  sum  paid  was  70.000  mllrels  (about  $17,000).  The  same 
comjiany  has  also  acquired  the  "Inhotlm"  de|)osit.  situated  In  Paraopeba 
(Bomllm)  for  tlie  sum  of  100,000  mllreis  (about  52.")JK)0).  All  of  the  prospect- 
ing of  Uiese  mines  for  the  company  Is  being  done  by  an  engineer  named  Joa- 
qulm  do  Almeida  Lustoza. 

Mr.  Carlos  Wigg,  of  Hio  do  .Janeiro,  haa  purchased  the  "  Pazenda  dn  Var- 
gem,"  "  Marlnho,"  and  "  Roclnha "  deposlls,  sitaatcd  in  Senra  da  Moeda 
(Ouro  Preto),  capable  of  producing  10,000,000  tons.  The  purchase  price  was 
50.000  mllrels  (niMut  $12,500). 

Trajaiio  de  Medeiros,  a  Brazilian  engineer  of  IiiKh  standing  has  purchased 
the  "  MoiTO  do  Veado,"  "  Retiro  das  Almas,"  and  "  Barra  "  deposits  situated  in 
Serra  da  Moeda  (Ouro  Preto),  capable  of  pro<Iiiolng  12.000.000  tons.  The  snm 
paid  WU3  50,000  mllreis  (about  $12,500).    Mr.  Trajano  de  Medeiros  was  for- 
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merly  a  partper.la  tbe.firm  of  Carlos  Wigg  &  TraJ^uo  dc  Medelros  nhtch  has 
dissolved  partnership. 

The  "  Corrego  do  Meio"  deposits,  situated  In  Soharfl,  werr  tipquired  by  ft 
German  syndicate  for  the  snn)  of  450,000  mili-els  (about  |112,500)  through  no 
Inlernwdlary  namefl  Pliel  Harteiuhack. 

Tin'  ('iiDipfliihia  MelnllurKirn  Brnxlicira,  with  licflil  ofllccs  In  Itio  de  Janeiro, 
whtcli  ifi  also  connected  wltb  the  nian^neiie  inlnlii);  InterestK,  Conipanhia 
MoiTii  do  Mliin.  purcliased  (or  a  i-ensonnble  prici'  eight  wines,  nli  located  In 
tlie  State  of  Jliuas  Gernes,  the  group  reprtsentliig  a  total  leBCrve  of  some 
100,0110,000  tons. 

Tlip  Oompanhla  de  MinerafiHo  and  Melalhirgin  do  Brazil,  oritnnlzed  on  Sep- 
tember 8,  1917,  In  Itio  de  Janeiro,  Ims  ftwiidrefl  the  Iron  mines  belonginB  to 
Antonio  da  L'osta  I.age,  wlio  ie  one  of  the  Ineorporntora  and  the  largest  share- 
holder In  thiH  company. 

The  Onnadlnn  Sletallurglc  Co.,  whicli  Ik  sold  to  l)o  iiinkhiR  pliitis  for  an  elec- 
tric Hnjelting  furnace  on  Governor's  Isl,Tiid  in  tlie  Bay  of  Itio  de  Janeiro,  capa- 
ble of  prmlurlng  500  tons  of  Steel  dally,  has  acquli-ed  a  ma n^ia ne.se  mine  at 
S.  Jo&o  d'Bl  Key,  and  also  certain  Iron  deposits. 

TItc  Companliia  Siderugica  Mineira,  wlUi  Its  head  olhces  in  iSello  Horizonte, 
State  of  ftlinns  Goraos,  and  founded  In  1017,  for  tlie  pnrposo  of  esplolting  the 
Iron  Industry  has  also  ocquii-ed  luiporlant  duiwsilts  of  iron,  whii-h  iire  now  being 
operated.  Tlic  company  was  Ineoi-poruted  with  a  capital  of  350,000  nillrels 
(about  S8".-'>00),  the  prlnelntil  wluireli'ildfr-i  beinj;  Jmlo  Goini's  do  Vol  and 
Amafa  Lanaz),  of  RBo  Panlo. 

Xhe  Arm  of  Quelroz  Junior  &  Co..  owners  of  the  Uslnn  ICKix-vanca  (Esper- 
ataga  Mill)  aud  concessionnnires  of  the  Ualna  Wieg,  also  possess  an  extenslTe 
deiioslt  of  iron  orft  situated  at  Itahira  de  Campos,  the  oiv  being  of  escellent 
quality  for  the  inannfactnro  of  pip  iron. 

Tlie  Cornpanhin  SiderurKlea  lirnKlleli-a,  fonndol  by  Cai-loa  Wlfri:  and  Trnjano 
de  hleclelroH,  own  seven  deposits  of  Iron  ore  In  the  State  of  Minns  Geraes,  with 
a  tola!  area  of  7,i:M  lim-tait'S.  which  alHo  contains  c<>nsldei'al>lt>  uiangnnese  ore. 

Be-'ldes  Ihe  deposits  referred  to  above,  it  U  said  that  iK>f;oliatlons  are  being 
carrleil  on  to  obtain  the  deposits  known  as  "  Pabrica,"  siliiated  in  Cowgouliaa 
de  Cnnipo  (Onro  I'relo).  belonging  to  Col.  Machado;  also  deposits  known  as 
"Tres  Irmitoa,''  situated  In  llie  tutirdcliiiillty  of  Boiuflm,  and  one  Imown  as 
"  Serrii  do  plres."  located  in  the  municipality  of  Ouro  I'l-elo, 

It  is  reported  that  the  Itablrn  Iron  Ore  Co.,  which  owns  iniuieusc  depoiills  in 
Itablra  and  Matto  Dentro.  with  more  than  100.000,000  tons  of  Iron  ore  running 
froni'CR  to  70  per  cent  in  pu renews,  will,  soon  after  the  war,  i^lolt  these 
depositor  The  plan  is  to  ciJil»tinii.t  a  branch  line  of  the  Vletjsria  S  Minas  Hall- 
way, whk'b  is  under  tliat  company's  control,  to  trnOEiiort  the  ore  to  tidewater. 
The  plans  of  tills  companj-  iire  as  follows :  (a)  To  Install  iuod«-!i  machinery  In 
the  mines  for  the  eslractlon  of  large  quantities  of  ore;  (b)  to  extend  the  rail- 
rood  to  the  mines  nt  Ttaldrn  do  Matto  Dentro;  and  (c)  to  ronslruct  a  fleet  of 
TMsels  specially  built  to  discharge  the  mineral  automatically  at  the  destination 
in  Europe  and  to  be  snilaiite  for  transporting  coal  from  Eui-ope  to  BraKll. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE  IN  ITALIAN  DBAINAaE  lAW. 

tnVi-kly  niill.'ilii,  i'nti^rUnii  !>rp,Trlmcnt  of  Trade  niiil  Cmiui-ne.  OiiiiwH,  Tiilj'22.J 

A  bill  hits  been  presented  to  the  Italian  Parliament  for  extending 
to  private  companies  niul  pontrnrtors,  if  the  nere!:^>;ar.v  giiaranties  are 
given,  the  right  to  undertake  draining  operations.  By  the  law  now 
m  force,  such  work,  if  not  direcfiy  ar^^siinicd  by  the  State,  can  be  car- 
ried on  only  by  the  provinces,  mnnicipalities,  oi'  the  syndicates  formed 
by  interested  proprtetora.  It  is  believed  that  sucli  a  ineasiire,  if  made 
laWj  will  lead  to  more  rapid  and  energetic  action  in  carrying  out  the 
drainage  program,  there  being  about  1,000,000  hectares  wHiich  are 
awaiting  liygientc  and  agricultural  redemption. 
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SOUTH  AFBICAK  KABEET  FOK  CBEAK  SEFABAT0B8. 

ICoDBul  Ocneral  G Gorge  B.  Hurph;,  CBp«  Town.] 

TJp  to  the  yenr  1916  the  butter  indiiKtry  in  South  Africa  had  never 
emerged  beyond  the  delevopnient  stage,  notwitlistanding  the  fact  that 
a  considerable  portion  of  tlie  country  is  well  adapted  to  dairy  farm- 
ing. Prior  to  that  time  the  product^ion  was  hardly  sufficient  to  meet 
the  domestic  demand,  and  large  quantities  of  butter  had  to  be  im- 
ported from  abroad.  Since  then,  with  an  increasing  demand  for 
butter  fi'om  England,  and  the  consequent  establishment  of  numerous 
cooperative  creameries,  the  industry  has  taken  on  a  new  aspect.  In 
1916  the  exports  of  butter  amounted  to  1,000,000  pounds  and  in  1917 
to  3,000.000  pounds.  More  than  90  per  cent  of  this  was  shipped  to 
England  and  the  remainder  to  contiguous  countries. 

Notwithstanding  this  increase  in  the  output  of  butter,  the  use  of 
ei-eam  separators  has  never  been  as  extensive  as  in  other  dairy  coun- 
tries. 
Swedish  Cream  Separators  Control  H arMt. 

As  the  ciistomhou.se  returns  make  no  distinction  with  regard  to 
cream  separators,  gi'ouping  them  under  the  heading  of  "dairy 
utensils,"  it  is  diflScult  to  give  any  comprehensive  figures  showing  the 
exact  number  of  cream  scparatoi-s  imported  into  the  Union  of  South 
Africa.  Nevertheless,  practically  all  the  separators  now  in  use  and 
those  on  sale  in  this  market  are  of  Swedish  manufacture.  These  are 
in  most  instances  sold  under  various  local  trade  names.  The  sepa- 
rators more  prominently  known  bear  the  names  of  "  Kego,"  "  Alfa 
Laval,"  "  Governia,"  "  Dalia,"  "  Sylvia,"  and  "  Ceres."  At  the  agri- 
cultural show,  recently  held  in  Cape  Town,  w;here  fully  95  per  cent  of 
the  agricultural  and  allied  lines  of  machinery  on  display  were  of 
American  manufacture,  not  one  cream  separator  from  the  United 
States  was  seen. 

The  reasons  given  by  local  dealers  for  the  preponderanbe  of 
Swedish  separators  in  this  market  are  that  they  can  be  sold  here  for 
considerably  less  than  the  price  demanded  by  American  manufac- 
turers, and  that  organized  efforts  for  canvassing  the  trade  have  been 
made.  Notwithstanding  this  handicap,  it  is  believed  that  if  proper 
and  systematic  efforts  are  made  to  enter  this  market.  i  demand  for 
American  separators  may  be  ci-eated.  especially  in  view  of  the  con- 
stantly increasing  dairy  industry  and  the  use  of  modem  equipment. 
Customs  Duties— Kethod  of  Extending  Trade  In  Soath  Africa. 

The  customs  tariff  on  cream  separators  imported  into  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  is  3  per  cent  ad  valorem.  The  entire  duty  is  re- 
funded where  separators  are  the  product  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  Kingdom  or  reciprocating  British  possessions. 

A  firm  desiring  to  place  its  separators  in  this  market  will  find 
that  probably  the  best  method  to  pui-sue  for  the  proper  extension  of 
trade  is  the  usual  arrangement  which  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States  generally  insist  upon.  This  arrangement  consists  in  placing 
the  trade  in  the  hands  of  a  wholesale  importing  firm  or  a  manufac- 
turers' agent,  either  for  the  separate  Provmces  or  for  the  entire  Union. 
Wholesale  importing  firms  generally  carry  a  stock  of  the  merchandise 
and  maintain  traveling  agents,  who  visit  all  the  principal  dealers  in 
the  inland  cities,  thereby  covering  the  trade  of  the  entire  country. 
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Manufacturers'  a^nts  cnrry  no  Ptock,  simply  taking  orders,  nsually 
on  «  conunission  basis.  Such  agpnts  visit  pei-sonally  qU  the  dealers 
or  maintain  subagents,  wlio  cover  tlie  territory  far  tlico]. 

Many  of  tlie  large  »'ho]o.=alc  dealers  in  agrieiiltiU'al  and  allied 
machinery  carry  hirgc  stocks  and  also  do  a  rctnil  biisim'^s.  Theeo 
concerns  often  maintain  afients  in  I^ndon  or  New  Yoik,  who  look 
after  their  piircha^OR  and  pajTnents.  American  .sliip^jors  usually 
limit  credit  terms  to  sight  draft  at  90  ihiys,  on  which  interest  at  6 
per  cent  per  aannm  is  chained. 

(A  li.st  of  mauufiictin'ors*  qj^'tiLs  and  of  tiruis  Liuiillliif.'  u;{ricu]tural  and 
allied  maclilDcry  In  Caijc  Toivu  may  be  oblaiucxi  from  Ui«  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Cooiuwrce  or  Us  illiitrict  nod  cooperative  officer  by  referring  to 
file  No.  104098.] 


OSTBICH  FEATHER  JCA2LKET  OF  POST  EUZABSTH. 

[Consnl  Jolm  W.  Dj-e,  Tort  Ellmbpfh,  Rauth  .^Irlcs.  Jiinp  12.1 

Tliere  was  no  niuiiicipat  auction  of  ostricli  featliers  in  Port  Etiza- 
beth  on  May  7,  On  the  14th  the  offerings  were  large,  but  owing  to 
lack  of  competition  the  market  was  weak  and  erratic  Prices  on  all 
cla-sscs  fell  by  10  or  15  per  cent.  Many  lot.s  wcm  withdrawn  luiisold, 
and  the  market  closed  dull.  At  the  sale  on  May  ^1  the  offering  were 
small  aod  of  indifferent  quality.  Prices  were  rather  steadier.  All 
buying  is  now  speculative  on  account  of  the  American  embargo  and 
lack  of  shipping  space  to  England.  On  the  27tli  somewhat  larger 
quantities  were  offered,  but  these  were  of  irregular  quality.  Prices 
were  generally  unchanged,  but  competition  was  poor. 

The  results  of  the  last  three  municipal  auction^;  are  as  follows: 
Week  ending  Mav  14 — ±,C."'l  pounds  sohl  for  $13.;t-14;  week  ending 
Mav  21— 3..')S1  pounds  sold  for  $9.B^0;  week  ending  May  28 — 1.527 
pounds  sold  for  Slii^OS. 

At  the  sale  of  May  27  tlie  ruling  prices  were  as  follow.-^  for  unsorted 
parcels;  mi 
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GLOVES  FBOlt  WHAXE  IKTESTINES  IN  HOBWAY. 

(Comuwrrinl  -iRfnt  \.irio»n  T.    AmliTsi>n.  Cni" Jiliaefn,  IVnmsrk,  ,lnly  0.1 

The  Norwegian  SUito  whaling  station.s  have  cauglil  2('0  whales  but 
expect  to  catcii  in  all  ^00  during  the  summer.  Tlie  stations  IwTv 
orders  to  take  care  of  tlie  intestini"^  and  salt  (hem  down,  as  it  is  the 
intention  to  make  glove.s  of  them.  The  uinterial  is  fine  in  every  re- 
spect, pliable,  ."oft,  and  exceplionally  .sfrmig.  The  iiminifactnre  of 
ffloTes  will  probahh-  be  cdnimenced  at  once,  ,  >  , 

I   Google 
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SPECIAL  COHUENSATIOH  FOB  UGHTHOVSE  EMPLOYEES. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  has  recently  commended  several 
employees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  for  special 
acts  of  bravery  in  saving  lives  and  property.  Those  commended 
were: 

Mr.  Edwnrd  Wiborg.  kw^per  of  Trinidad  Hend  Lljclit  Station.  CaJ.,  for  Kscn- 
Ing  a  tnan  In  a  disabled  launch  on  June  10,  191S,  under  very  uofuvornble 
weather  cniiditlons. 

Vk-for  Klaug,  conimander  of  the  tender  l^rktpvr,  and  the  other  offlcers  and 
the  crew  of  the  teuder,  for  tlielr  neivU-ea  reudereil  on  July  J3,  V.n»,  lu  endeiiv- 
orlHK  to  exllnEiilsli  the  fire  on  tlie  ntonmer  Sirrnntci>.  on  GowanuR  Flats,  New 
York  Hnrlmr;  In  nsslsttng  in  extinguish  In  j;  the  fire  cause<1  by  bursting  bnrrela 
and  cans  of  oil  front  the  wreck  of  the  steamer;  and  later  In  placing  a  red  gas 
buoy  at  the  wreck.  It  Is  noteworthy  that  while  working  on  the  wreck,  although 
there  were  frequent  explosions,  the  crew  of  the  Ixirkupur  remained  on  tlie 
forecastle  head  in  close  proximity  to  the  Are  and  rendered  excellent  service. 

Mr.  Thomas  Knight,  keeper  of  Illllsboi'o  Inlet  Light  .stutluu.  Flu.,  for  assisting 
the  three  oecuiinnts  of  n  dlsjtlileil  hyilrimeroplane  on  July  IT).  1018, 

A,  Anderson,  commander  of  l.tpht  Vessel  No.  52.  for  service  rendered  on  July 
21,  1918,  in  towing  a  disabled  aeroplane,  which  had  descended  to  the  water  In 
the  vicinity  of  his  vessel,  to  the  pier  at  Lewes.  Del. 

Mr.  William  W.  CInrk,  seaman  on  the  tender  Mayfioircr,  for  reseulng  from 
drowning  a  bov  who  had  fallen  into  tlie  water  from  an  upturned  dory,  near  the 
beach  at  North  Truro,  Mass.,  on  July  25,  1018. 

ntr.  A.  J.  Simpson,  keeper  of  Blacklstone  Island  Light  Station.  Md..  for  as- 
sistance reudereil  on  July  25.  191S.  to  tlie  five  occuiinnts  of  a  »(iill>oat,  whiclk  was 
drittlug  toward  tlie  whirlpools  in  the  vidaity  of  his  lisfht  station. 


NORWAY'S  FUEL  SUPPLY  SUFFICIENT. 

Commercial  Agent  Norman  L.  Anderson,  at  Copenhagen,  Den- 
mark, states  that  according  to  press  reports  Norway's  supply  of  fuel 
for  the  winter  is  secured,  400.000  cords  of  wood  having  been  carried 
by  the  railronds  during  the  first  four  montli.'s  of  the  year.  The  trans- 
portation of  wood  will  be  continued  all  s 


Market  for  Patented  Locks  in  Spain. 

Consul  James  H.  Goodier  reports  from  Palma  de  Majorca,  Spain, 
that  there  is  a  good  opening  in  that  consular  district  for  the  intro- 
duction of  special  locking  devices.  The  greatest  demand  is  for 
door  locks  of  various  kinds. 
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PHILIPPINE  HEMP  INSPECTED  DTTBING  XPLT. 

During  the  month  of  July,  Philippine  Government  fiber  inspec- 
tors inspected  and  stamped  107,8S5  bales  of  Abaca  for  cordjige 
grades,  2,585  bales  of  Abaca  for  tagal  braid,  and  5,281  bales  of 
Slagiiey,  as  follows: 

Abaca  for  cordage  grades:  A,  2:  li,  28;  C,  524;  D,  2.343;  E,  5,5!)5; 
S-1,  1,1%;  S-2,  3,044:  S-3.  1.S4G;  F,  14j>S)7;  G,  3.!)15;  11,  2,280;  I, 
15,418;  J,  37,247;  K,  0,988;  L,  5,891;  M,  2,128;  DL,  250;  DM,  12G, 
string.^,  etc.,  1,758. 

Abaca  for  tagal  braid :  AA,530 ;  BB,C70 ;  CC.91C ;  DD,335 ;  EE,128. 

Maguey:  One,  291;  two,  2,987;  throe,  1.820;  D,  189. 

PERMIT  TO  IMPORT  MACKEREL  AND  HERBINO. 

A  new  ruling  of  the  War  Trade  Board  (W,  T.  B.  E.  204)  permits 
the  importation  of  cured  and  pi'eserved  mackerel  and  herring  from 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  importation  of  these  food  products  was 
prohibited  under  the  List  of  Restricted  Imports  Xo,  2  (Item  lOG), 
in  accordance  with  the  general  policy  of  the  Board,  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  food  products  from  Eiurope  in  order  to  conserve  food 
supplies  for  home  consumption  and  conserve  tonnage  by  lessening 
the  amounts  of  foodstuffs  which  have  otherwise  to  be  moved  across 
the  Atlantic  to  Europe. 

Since  it  appears,  however,  that  there  is  not  sufficient  European 
market  to  consume  all  the  catch  of  mackerel  and  herring  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  British  Isles  and  as  certain  communities,  particularly  in 
Ireland,  are  employed  in  curing  these  products  in  a  way  adapted  to 
the  American  market  and  are  dependent  on  their  sale,  the  War  Trade 
Board  decided  upon  this  relaxation  of  its  regulation. 

Licenses  for  the  importation  of  cured  and  pre^ervod  mackerel  and 
herring  from  the  United  King<]om  will,  therefore,  be  granted  when 
the  application  is  otherwise  in  order. 

78925°— 18  ^1 
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FOBT  ELIZABETH  FBOBTTCE  UABEET  FOB  MAT. 

{Coostil  John  W.  Dre,  Port  ElhabeUi,  Sonth  AfrlcR,  Ian«  10.1 
There  was  no  change  of  impoi-tancc  in  tlic  Port  Elizabeth  wool 
iiinrket  during  May.  Prices  Were  generally  imchangetl,  and  Seles 
depended  largely  on  the  amount  of  freight  offered  to  the  United 
States.  The  demand  was  steady  for  supercombings,  superior  snow 
Tvhites,  and  grease  wools,  long  and  short,  of  light  condition  and  free 
from  fault ;  but  irregular,  wasty,  or  faultv  lots  remained  neglected. 

The  following  prices  rvdail  at  the  end  of  the  month :  Snow  whites — 
superior,  $0.81  to  $1.05;  medium,  $0.73  to  $0.81;  faulty,  $0.61  to 
$0.61;  grease,  gra.ssveld— 12  months,  special  clips,  $0.36  to  $0.51; 
12  months,  superclips,  $0.32  to  $0.36,-  average,  long,  $0.24  to  ^M; 
short,  light,  free,  $0.-^  to  $0.28;  grease,  karoo — 12  montiis,  special 
chps,  $0.30  to  $0.32;  12  months,  average,  $0.26  to  $0.28;  medium  to 
long,  $0.24  to  $0.25;  heavy  and  earthy,  $0.20  to  $0.21;  short,  light, 
free,  $0.24  to  $0.28;  grease,  short— heavy,  $0.16  to  $0.18;  seedy,  $0.14 
to  $0.20;  grease,  crossbred,  white,  $0.20  to  $0.28;  gr«*fee,  coarse  and 
colored,  $0.16  to  $0.21. 
HolmtT— Hldei  and  Skins. 

The  mohair  market  was  firm  throughout  tlie  month,  and  an  ad- 
vance in  prices  was  rworded  on  siiiwrior  summer  kids  and  summer 
firsts.  Other  qualities  maintained  nmner  prices.  Very  little  ship- 
ping is  offered  for  mohair,  but  Bradford  is  still  buying  and  storing. 
The  prices  ruling  at  the  end  of  the  month  were:  Summer  kids — best, 
$0.52  to  $0..')a:  average.  $0.30  to  $0,3(1:  summer  firsts— best,  $0.44  to 
$0.4G;  average,  $0..38  to  $0.40;  short.  ^D.ltfi  to  $0.38;  best  winter  kids, 
$0.80  to  $0.3K;  good  winter  mohair.  #n.;!:>  to  $0.34;  good  mixed  mo- 
hair, $0.28  to  $0.34:  low-quality  mohair.  $0.20  to  $0.24;  locks.  $0.10 
to  $0.16. 

During  May  the  market  for  sheepskins  and  goatskins  was  firm. 
There  was  no  actual  demiiiid  for  hides,  and  the  buying  was  all  specu- 
lative. The  following  prices  per  pound  ruled  at  the  end  of  the 
month:  Shcei>skins— sounil.  $0.24  to  $0.25;  damaged.  $0.20  to  $0.21: 
pelts— sound,  $0.16  to  $0.1S;  damaged.  $0.06:  goa (.skins— under  ^ 
pounds  weight.  $0.36*  31  pounds  and  over,  $0.30;  sundries.  $0.32; 
damaged,  $0.18  to  $0.20;  Angoni  skins— up  to  H  pounds  weight,  $0.16; 
5  pounds  and  over,  and  sundried,  $0.14;  sliorn.  $0.12;  damaged, 
$0.08;  coarse  woollcd.  $0.19  to  $0.20;  hides— sundried,  $0.26  to  $0.27; 
damaged,  $0.21  to  $0.22:  dry  salted.  $0.26:  damaged,  $0.22.  Cape 
skin.s  ranged  from  $0.07  to  $1.46  each. 


COTTON  QBOWIHO  IN  VENEZUELA. 

ICon^ul  I''rn[ik  ADdvmon  lltniT.  I'uprto  CalKllo.] 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  the  United  Slates  regarding  the  extent 
and  possibilities  of  cotton  gi'owinp  in  Venezuela,  the  data  available 
on  the  subject  is  rather  limited. 

It  is  stated  that  the  ctiltivation  of  cotton  has  been  regularly  carried 
on  in  Venezuela  since  tlie  American  Civil  War.  During  the  last  90 
years  the  domestic  cotton-manufacturing  industi-y  has  developed  con- 
siderably, and  in  spite  of  an  import  duty  of  3.43  cents  per  ^und  on 
raw  cotton,  the  industries  have  frequently  been  obliged  to  import  it 
from  the  United  States.    The  onh-  cotton  mills  in  this  district  are  in 
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ValcDcia,  and  the  chief  coffon-growing  legions  are  near  Valencia 
and  also  farther  in  the  interior  in  the  State  of  Portuguesa.  It  13 
also  being  grown  near  Barqiiisinieto,  Coro,  and  in  other  localities. 
The  high  prices  tliat  have  prevailed  for  the  pa=t  two  yenrs  for  cot- 
ton and  cotton  goods  have  given  a  great  stimulus  to  cotton  growing. 
The  Government  has  aided  in  tliis  movement  by  the  distribution  of 
seeds.  The  only  figures  the  writer  has  available  showing  the  quan- 
tity raised  are  the  following,  which  are.  stated  in  metric  tons  (of 
2^04.6  pounds).  Transported  bv  the  Gran  Ferrocarril  de  Vene- 
zuela, States  of  Aragua  and  Carabobo:  1906,  254  tons,  1912,  3,002 
tons;  1915,  1,130  tons;  1916,  1,223  tons;  and  1917,  1,931  tons.  The 
production  in  the  State  of  Portuguesa  for  191C  was  605  tons,  and  in 
1917,  1,944  tons. 

-  The  above  figures  probably  represent  seed  cotton  and  do  not  by  any 
means  include  tlie  entire  production  of  Venezuela  or  even  of  this 
consular  district. 

Official  reports  have  predicted  a  bright  future  for  the  industry. 
The  locusts  have  proved  very  disastrous  at  times  and  were  largely 
responsible  for  the  drop  in  production  in  the  Aragua-Carabobo  re- 
gion indicated  from  1912  to  1915.  It  is  thought  th;it  the  climate  and 
soil  of  Venezuela  are  better  suited  to  the  growing  of  upland  varieties 
of  cotton  than  sea  island  or  Egyptian. 


NEW  HATCH  CONCERN  IN  BENUABK 

[Commercial  Apont  NonnSD  L.  AEdcrsOB,  CoppnlinBfii,  Julj  01 

A  largo  concern  has  been  formed  in  Copenhagen  under  the  name 
of  Aktieselaskabet  Tandstikkompagniet,  with  the  object  of  cjirrying 
on  the  manufacture  of  matches  and  an  import  and  export  business. 
The  capital  stock  will  ultimately  he  10  500,000  crown«.  and  the  start 
is  miide  with  a  capital  slock  of  1,500,000  crowns.  The  increase  to 
10,500,000  crowns  is,  however,  guaranteed. 


THE  COTTON-SnNNING  INDUSTRY  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Consul  General  Albert  IlalHtead,  Stockholm,  July  13,] 

Before  the  war  Sweden  imported  very  considerable  quantities  of 
cotton  yam  for  the  textile  industry,  and  though  the  cotton-spinning 
industry  is  not  of  prime  importance,  the  war  at  first  tended  to.  in- 
crease uie  production.  Satisfactory  statistics  are  not  obtainable  for 
11  year  later  than  1915,  and  in  that  year  the  cotton  yam  spun  wejghed 
20,841,714  kilos  (one  kilo=2.2  pounds)  and  was  valued  at  37.3(0.357 
crowns  ($10,015,250).  Compared  with  1914  this  was  an  increase 
in  production  of  3,082,538  kilos  and  in  value  of  5,414,130  crowns 
($1,460,987),  Hosiery  valued  at  17,217,;!99  crowns  ($4,022,303)  was 
manufflctui-cd  in  1915,  an  increase  of  1,683,384  crowns  ($451,147) 
over  1914.  In  this  vear  also  cotton,  not  bleached,  dyed,  or  printed, 
weighing  4,857,127  k'ilos  and  vahicd  at  12.777.096  crowns  ($3,424.4.^3), 
■was  woven,  an  increase  over  1914  of  757,608  kilos  and  2,268.273 
crowns  ($607,897).  In  1915  the  manufacture  of  blenched  or -colored 
cotton  was  8,668.690  kilos  with  a  value  of  30.511,357  Crowns 
($8,177,044),  which  was  an  incroiisc  of  l,I4."i.051  kilos  in  quantitv, 
and  of  4,940,206  crowns  ($1,325,583)  in  value  over  the  preceding 
year,   and   679,200   kilos  of  printed   or  pressed   cotton   valued   «t 
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2,732,483  crowns  ($732,305)  was  manufactured,  representing  an  in- 
crease of  61,107  kilos  and  481,867  crowns  ($129,167)  over  1914.  The 
total  value  of  cotton  manufactiu^,  not  including  stockings,  for  1916 
was  46,021,536  crowns  ($12,333,772),  an  advance  over  1914  of 
7,695,546  crowns  ($2,002,400),  duo  to  increased  production  and  high 
prices. 

The  following  tiible,  giving  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports 
of  cotton  manufactures  into  Sweden  in  1916,  shows  the  demand  itor 
cotton  goods  in  that  country; 
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FAYUEirT  OF  ARREARS  OF  MEXICAN  FINING  TAXES. 

Ambassador  P'letcher  li»s  rpcpiitly  triinMiiitlt'd  n  roj>y  of  a  Me."tican 
decree  of  .hily  10,  t>nl>lislte<l  iu  the  Diiirio  OHiIhI  nf  July  26,  making 
certain  modificntioiis  in  tlic  voqniremcnN  for  the  piiyment  of  over- 
due taxes  oil  Mexican  mining  j>ropei'ty,  Tiie  puqMse  of  the  present 
decree  i.s  to  iimeud  Mie  decree  of  April  26,  one  jirncle  of  which  pro- 
vided fhiit  liai-k  tiixcs  would  lie  col l.rtcd  in  instjii1meiit>.  of  ono-third, 
beginning  with  the  swond  fnur-immlh  period  of  lOlS,  at  the  snme 
time  as  Mic  cnvreut  tii.xcs.  Ftiilmv  to  make  the  requircil  payments 
would  i-e-uJt  in  caruellntroLi  of  the  conce^^ion. 

In  place  of  (he  lullwtion  of  one-third  of  tin-  arrears  it  new  schedule 
is  published  providing  for  payment*  of  smalier  proportions  varying 
according  to  the  mmilier  of  ''tercios"  (four-month  perifxls)  for 
which  the  taxes  arc  due.  TJie  arifars  of  longest  standing  are  subject 
to  the  smnlleMt  ]>envntage  of  puyiiient.     Tlie  schedule  follows: 


Goot^lc 
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On  three  to  five  "torcloa" 25  per  cent. 

On  sJs  to  eifiht  "  tercloa  " 20  per  cent. 

On  nine  to  eleven  "  terclos  " 15  per  cent. 

On  twelve  to  fourteen  "  tercios" 10  per  cent. 

On  Bf teen  "  tercios  "  and  over G  per  cent. 

Further  rec[uireinents  nre  that  payment  for  the  current  "  tercio " 
with  the  required  surcharge  be  made  before  September  1,  and  that  the 
mining  claims  to  which  the  payments  apply  be  actually  worked  before 
December  31,  1918.  Proof  of  compliance  with  this  ruling  must  be 
submitted  to  the  Ti-easiiry  Department,  supported  by  affidavit  from 
the  local  authorities  and  confirmed  by  the  Department  of  Industry, 
Commerce  and  Labor. 

[The  law  of  April  M.  1918,  was  siimmnrlzed  in  CoiiMEnrE  RinKiRrs  for  Jnly 
18  with  fl  refpreni-e  to  the  rmlnillon  in  the  "  pertenencla  "  tax  on  mining  prop- 
erties, to  which  the  above  decree  applies.] 

CONSUL'S  EFFECTIVE  USE  OF  TEADE  JOURNALS. 

[CoDHul  WilllHiD  W,  MasInrBon.  Darbso.  Natal,  Union  of  Soutb  AtHea.l 

An  unusually  large  number  of  American  trade  publications  are  re- 
ceived at  this  consulat*,  and  it  has  been  our  constant  endeavor  to 
make  these  publications  do  full  service  in  reaching  as  much  of  the 
trade  in  Durban  as  possible,  and  up  until  recently  it  has  been  the 
custom  in  this  con.su1a(e  to  keep  tliose  publications  on  display  in  the 
reading  room  of  the  consulate  until  a  now  mail  arrived,  when  the 
recent  publications  would  then  be  displayed  and  the  older  publica- 
tions be  distributed  among  the  leading  merchants. 

This  scheme  has  worked  fairly  wefl,  the  ^at  drawback  having 
been  in  getting  representative  business  men  m  the  habit  of  coming 
to  the  consulate  for  consulting  these  publications,  but  considerable  ■ 
trade  has  resulted  in  this  arrangement,  Recently,  liowever,  an  ar- 
rangement has  been  perfected  whereby  after  the  publications  have 
been  displayed  in  ihis  consulate  from  the  coming  of  .one  mail  to  an- 
other, then  the  whole  list  of  publications  are  taken  over  to  the  public 
library  whei-e  the  lilnai-ian  has  kindly  furnished  a  largo  reading 
table,  and  also  a  reading  rack  upon  which  these  American  publica- 
tions are  displayed,  and  after  they  have  done  duty  at  the  library  until  . 
Knother  lot  is  taken  over  the  old  publications  arc  then  distributed 
among  the  trade  as  usual. 

In  inaugurating  this  new  service  the  librarinn  had  inserted  in  the 
two  daily  papers  of  Durban  the  following  news  notice: 

A  Bnlall  bcclnnlus  hiis  l>ct'n  niaile  in  the  (I  i  reft  ion  of  estendlng  the  «bo  of 
the  niunieliial  lllirary  to  Inisinesis  men.  The  Anieriiian  consnl,  Mr,  Mastei-sou, 
lias  nrrunfretl  for  the  Fupply  of  n  mimlier  of  Amei-ican  triiilo  Jmirnals  to  the 
Ithrary,  where  a  table  In  the  reatlln;!  ri>nni  has  lieen  set  a^de  for  their  e.\hlhltlon. 
The  followlii}!  Journals  are  now  nvallabte.  and  more  are  expected :  American 
Builder,  American  Kvimrlcr,  American  KxiM)rt  an<l  Indiis^trlcs,  American 
Jeweler.  Anierli'an  aiachiiii.-it,  Aiiici'ii'nn  Stulionei-p.  Anicrlani  Thresheriuan  and 
Farm  I'ower,  Aiiijora  Journal.  Itrfwi-i-'s  Joariial,  liool  and  Rhiii>  Recorder, 
Clothier  and  Furnisher,  Cooprr's  Jonrna!.  Kustnc;>rl!t^  News  and  Iteconl.  EKic- 
Iric  KuUwiiy  Journiil.  Elet-tiic  Record.  Klectrlciil  Knchiei'r.  Furniture  Mnnnfuc- 
turer.  Hides  and  Leather,  HiindlH>ok  of  Automobiles.  HurUware  IJealera'  Mukq- 
sine,  Inlund  I'rinter,  Implfuiont  At;o.  Jewiiiis'  Cliiiilar.  Liiuilier  World  Ite- 
vlew.  I.,<niislana  I'lanlir,  JIcii's  \Ve:ir,  Moior  lioi.linj:.  Nation's  nnshu.^ss,  Nuu- 
tk-fll  GaWtte,  I'rovidonce  M^maalne,  Ilovifw  ot  ^Iu^^ic  Tnide,  Sliiiniiu;^  Souther- 
man  Lumberman,  and  Toliacro. 

The  lihrnrian  would  lll;c  It  known  that  any  oilier  trade  uiu>crs  would  be  wel- 
comed and  freely  exhibilcd.  CjOOqIc 
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Already  severnl  orders  for  goods  have  been  sent  to  America,  the 
information  having  been  gained  through  consulting  these  American 
publications  on  file  in  tlie  municipal  librarj-,  one  particularly  being 
a  large  order  for  lial>ordasherv  goods,  and  another  use  is  also  being 
made  of  «)mo  of  the  ])ages  of  these  publicalions,  a^  pointers  arc  thus 
obtained  from  them  for  similar  advertising  in  local  pftper;=. 


STEAHBOATIHSFECnOK  RUXES  AMENDED. 

The  S(eambont-Ins|>e<:'tion  Service  has  issued  a  circular  letter 
dated  Aufrust  14.  1918.  addressed  to  inspectors  of  the  service,  steam- 
boat companies,  boiler  inanufmturers.  and  others  concerned,  con- 
taining an  amendment  of  the  General  Rules  and  liegnlations  of  the 
Board  of  Supervising  Inspectors  and  approval  of  vessel  equipment 
adopted  by  the  executive  commitlee  of  the  Hoard,  at  a  meeting  held 
from  August  5  to  9.  inclusive,  1918,  as  foUoivs: 
Tests  of  Lap  welded  and  Senmleu  Boiler  Tnbes. 

In  order  to  provide  for  suitable  flanges  for  test  pieces  of  lapwelded 
and  seamless  steel  boiler  tubes  of  small  diameter,  the  following  para- 
graph was  inserted  under  headings  of  "Lapwelded  boiler  tubes  up  to 
and  including  4  inches  in  diameter"  and  "Seamless  steel  boiler 
tubes"  of  section  15,  Ilule  II.  all  chisses  of  the  Boai-d  mles: 

Tubes  less  than  3  inches  in  diameter  shall  only  be  required  to  have 
a  flange  tnrned  eijiiai  to  one-eighth  the  diameter  of  the  tnl)e. 
Teitel  Equipments  Approved . 

The  foUowing-deseribed  vessel  equipments  were  approved: 

SIxteen-foiif.  2-l-root,  nnU  liC-fout  stHniinnl  inetiilllp.  llfelumts.  niid  12-porson, 
17-pcraon,  and  24-|iprnoii  standiiiU  niPtnUle  ppatoon  life  rafts  nf  ttif  Kaiencencr 
Fleet  CoriMfittlon. 

GnHkin  ri'vcrslble  liftijuui  luiU  Giisklii  n'>efKil)le  life  rjifi,  invst'iiteil  by 
Wm,  H.  App1eton,-Xcw  Yorl;.  N.  Y. 

Twenty-efftht  foot  collnpsEble  lifeboat  preN«iiteil  by  the  Ooston  Supply  Co., 
Now  York,  N.  Y.  Approved  as  n  lifeboat  of  ClaBS  2A,  nu<l  nllowMl  a  cnpacltr  of 
GC  persons. 

Ront-relensiiig  dovkv  yie^;nteil  by  Jobii  A.  Ut'Ntibb.  Kew  York,  N.  Y. 

On  and  after  Xoreinbcr  1,  191S,  all  Itoj'iuond  lifeboat  rcletisinft  books  shall 
be  orrnngeil  witb  n  continuous  fall  so  as  to  Insure  tbe  colncklent  lowering  of 
tlic  for\var<l  ami  after  ends  of  tbe  boat,  the  releasing  gear  to  be  attached  to  the 
boat  with  flttingH  appropriate  for  the  Raymond  gear.  This  rule  shall  apply 
to  all  Baymoiid  hooks  Installed  after  tbe  approval  of  the  rule. 

Ballev  Improved  life  preserver  No.  J.  kapok,  presenteil  by  Miss  Anna  Deane 
Bailey,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

The  Unhei-snl  ilnnn^llk  juoiiet  life  preserver,  pre^enled  by  the  Sobinson- 
Boders  Co.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  was  approved  botb  for  adiiitH  and  children. 

Improve^]  Minima^  Ore  exlinguistiers  of  2}  and  Ij  gnllons  capacity,  presented 
by  the  MiiiluiaK  Ce.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Colven  wiiler-tiibe  boiler,  .sulmiKted  l)y  the  New  York  EnglucerinK  Co.,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

The  above  action  of  the  executive  committee  received  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  on  August  12,  1918,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  sections  440.")  and  4491,  Kevised  Statutes. 


oogic 
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EUIES  OOVEBNIKO  THE  PTTRCHASE  OF  EGYPTIAN  COTTON. 

[Coaaul  Arthur  Garrcia,  Aloxandrln,  Judc  ^G.| 
The  Cotton  Control  Commission,  i^hich  wns  estiiblished  to  super- 
vise the  piireliaKe  by  the  British  and  the"  Egyptian  (loverninents  of 
the  1!)18-19  Egyptian  cotton  crop,  announces  tiie  following  lules  and 
regulations  governing  the  commission "s  purchases  of  cotton : 

1.  AU  cotton  imist  be  offer«l  for  sale  ttirouch  n  [N-rson  or  flrui  In  Alexuii'lrln, 
rr.'r.pn  may  uot  be  coiislgued  dlreU  to  tlie  commission  eltlier  by  rail  or  by 
water, 

..  ilie  ncfufll  purchase  of  cotton  an<1  its  siihsipfiiiciit  manlpiiljitlon  will  be 
uiKlortaken  ou  lieliiilC  of  the  cDDimlssioii  liy  ii  (v rtuln  Dumber  of  firms,  wlio  will 
heieaftor  be  referreil  to  jis  " ileieeiitt'd  tinvis." 

3,  Sellers  must  fake  ilellvery  of  cotlon  coiiKiKned  to  thorn  and  mnUe  their  own 
arriinceineDts  for  storu"e  and  [u<4iiran<.*e  until  its  delivery  to  the  coinniHsion 

Tl      -ommlfisl  HI  I  t  i        aes       1      I  Jeet  t  k         t         I     I 

I       ce,    11       cott       t    1      I  p<    ItGil  it  th  t  i         hot     I         I  t     it 

h  t         eUi  g        itU  iH-    b  t    pe      igl  t  t  I  I  fi 


b  I  be  r     I     l>  ill 

rhev!  II  ill  I     I      J«l  I      t  tl       m       f  11  It  d  win 

b      11  tttl  I;  tl  mt    I      I        I  1      t  d  fl  I    1      ill         il         I      i 

Ui        t 

■>   Del  gi  t   1  flra  t  b       It    I    i      tt        t  tl  t  p  I        f  p 

tl     I      t  p    if   1     tl    i      ill       tl         tt       i    b  t    ■e     t       t  1         Tl    y     111 
SM      tl         1      t    Ih    Ik-  t    f  tl    i    J    I  t 

6.  If  the  seller  ilisiitrtea  nith  tlie  value  i  lui-wl  on  his  cotton  lij  the  dcleftntod 
Arm  he  niuy  apiieal  on  )i<iy>«^'it  of  a  fee  of  Ij.  K.  3  (L.  K.--I-:;.'y|>liiin  |iiiutid  of 
S4.»13)  for  every  lot  of  ."n)  hiih-s  or  less,  and  where  the  lot  Is  of  over  56  hiileH 
of  L.  I-;,  ii  for  the  lir«t  fiO  hnles  and  I..  K  '2  for  pifh  fiirtlier  fill  Imles  <ir  less. 
Tiie  fee  will  t>e  refunded  to  him  if- hie  ortiOnul  cliissitlcntioii  is  correct.  All 
samples  for  aplH'Ul  will  he  dmwu  by  stimiilers  eiiipl(>)-e<l  by  the  coiiinilsslon. 

The  details  of  the  conipoMltion  of  niiiu'id  cnimlticcs  an<l  the  n'(:uliittons 
miller  whieli  they  will  work  nrf  lnelii»le<I  itt  Hie  end  of  ihU  iioliee. 

7.  When  Hie  price  has  been  established  riid  tho  cotton  iMisi^eil  after  reesaml- 
DallrHi  of  the  bules  In  Khooiiii,  the  seller  will  receive  from  the  dole^'.ited  linn  a 
6iKiie<l  voucher  confirndnK  the  |niri'|ins<>.  -- 

The  cotton  will  l>e  wel^'hed  nnil  transported  to  the  coinnilssloir!4  8101*68  ae 
soon  as  possible.  The  linal  settlement  of  net  weight  after  di^luetlon  of  tare  mid 
any  allowances  will  be  enrrietl  out  aw  lit  iH'esent  by  means  of  Hlorelteeiwr's 
receipts. 

If,  however.  In  necoydnnre  wtlh  parnsrnph  3,  the  rott 
tn  the  commission's  store  the  entry  weight  nnist  be  aec 
weight. 

Cases  of  exees.^lve  hinnidity  will  be  nrhilraled  on  mi 
the  Alexandria  Ueiienil  I'roJuce  AwsucUitlon,  and  the  s 
and  exjienses. 

Weighing  charges  will  Iw  pnld  by  the  seller. 

8.  Sellers  will  pi-cseiit  the  signed  vimelier  the  next  d; 
commission,  and  will  Itc  paid  07t  jx'r  cent  of  the  v 
tied  when  storefteeiK-r'n  receipts  are  presented. 

fl.  I'rkcs  will  hn  In  doiliire  ptT  rantar  not  weiffht.  No  brokoroRe  will  be  paid 
or  received  by  Hie  commission  or  by  dele;.'iil«l  llrms. 

Itoad  dues  will  not  be  di-dudeil  from  sellers'  InvoU'es. 

10.  Sellers  are  resiHinsllile  for  the  eveii-ruhning  tpiiillty  of  their  cottnn.  Tf 
hnlen  arc  found  to  <itnlaln  mtxeii  cotton  when  tliey  ni-e  hrouEht  into  the  press, 
the  cotton  will  be  revalued  and  the  eoinnilssion  shall  liii\e  power  to  reihiee  the 
price  to  that  of  the  lowest  30  per  cent  of  the  cotton  in  Hie  lot. 

If  a  lot  is  found  to  contain  enlire  bales  of  n  lower  (iiuilily,  i=iKh  h:iles  will  be 
revalueil :  and  n  line  up  to  1".  T.  ^O^jer  tanliir  miiy  be  iulllfled  at  the  discretion 
Of  the  commission.  2 1 C 

O 
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If  a  lot  if  fiiuinl  (ii  lie  falMe-piickeU,  It  will,  be  revalual  on  th*  Inweitt  30  pw 
cpnt,  nml  ill  lul.lifiiiii  a  liiit'  nf  1".  T.  40  iier  cnntnr  will  be  inllirliHl. 

Wiien  a  ilt'legatcil  firm  cliwnvi-fs  jiny  sucli  mixtures  It  will  ut  once  ndvisc  tlie 
commissi  on.  wliidi  will,  fuiliuK  :iKiieeinent  l>rtweeu  Uie  seller  and  tlie  delegated 
flrin,  iippohit  an  n|>|>ciil  cmiimittce  to  eMimlne  the  lot  In  quewliou.  The  fee  for 
such  aiHienl  will  be  !,.  E.  !i  |kt  30  linles  or  lewi.  nnd  Is,  together  with  oil  er- 
penses,  payable  by  the  wllpr. 

11.  "Afrltn  "  will  be  olfercd  for  sate  In  the  same  way  as  cotton  save  that  no 
ott<«T  pr[c«f>  will  be  pniil  tlitiii  Ihose  publL^heil  in  tiic  xi'liedule.  If  the  lot  tea- 
dca'cd  l»  between  two  tyi>es,  tlie  price  of  the  lower  will  l>e  paid. 

Any  lot  of  first  or  sccotul  quality  fonnrt  to  be  mixed  "Brown"  and  "Saltel- 
larides,"  witl  be  assessiHl  as  if  llip  tender  was  "Brown,"'  le.ss  a  fine  of  P.T. 
10  pel'  cantar. 

12.  The  for^olnfi  roffu'iiHons  are  subject  to  alteration  (roui  time  to  time  nt 
tbe  dioeretloQ  of  tlie  coiainlssioo. 

Begulatloni  for  Appeals. 

1.  The  Cotton  Control  CouiiiiiKsion  will  publish  in  due  course  a  list  of  experts 
ai^Mlnted  to  act  as  members  of  appeal  committees. 

2.  Api>eals  will  be  decided  by  a  committee  composed  of  three  experts  chosen 
'from  the  list.  A  member  of  the  Cotton  Control  Commission  will  act  at  chair- 
man of  an>eal  committees  and  the  tliree  members  for  ea<A  coimnittec  will  be 
Domlnnleil  liy  him  or  by  any  person  authorized  to  act  on  hla  behalf.  The  chalT' 
man  will  itot  give  any  (pinion  in  appeal  cases. 

3.  Appeal  committees  will  be  Informed  of  the  classification  given  by  the  dele- 
gated buyint;  firm  and  by  the  seller,  but  they  wlU  not  be  told  the  names  of  th« 
parties  Interested. 

4.  Samples  for  appeal  will  be  drawn  by  the  conimlaslon's  samplers  and  will 
represent  the  back  and  front  of  the  bales. 

5.  The  results  of  appeals  will  be  registered  by  the  commission  and  will  be 
commonicated  to  the  delegated  buying  Arm  and  to  the  seller,  but  will  itot  be 
made  public. 

[Thp  aiinoimcGniitnt  of  the  appointjiient  of  the  Cotton  Control 
Cominission  was  published  in  Commerce  Repohts  for  Mar.  22^  and 
the  schedule  of  types  and  typo  marks  established  by  the  commissiOD 
appeared  in  the  issue  of  June  21, 1918.] 


BKAZn  ACTIVE  IH  FOBEIOH  TEASE  WOBX. 

(Vice  CffDinl  Richard  P.  MomuD.  Rio  de  JiDelro,  Jnlf  l.| 
The  recently  created  coiiinicrcial  sectioji  of  tlie  Brazilian  Ministry 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  which  has  met  with  tlic  unanimoufi  approval  of 
the  press  and  commercial  associations  in  this  country,  is  rapidly  com- 
pleting its  plans  for  extensive  propaganda  work  for  Brazilian 
products  in  foreign  markets.  This  new  ^lepartment  will  in  the  near 
lature  publish  a  monthly  periodical  in  Portuguese,  French,  and 
Englisli,  which  each  month  will  contain  a  vei'y  complete  m»n(^;niph 
of  one  of  the  leading  Brazilian  pi-oducts,  including  a  minute  descrip- 
tion of  the  sovcial  grades  and  types  of  the  article  as  it  enters  into 
foreign  commerce,  a  study  of  the  foreign  markets  requiring  greater 
Attention  for  the  sale  of  Brazilian  exports,  information  on  general 
trade  movement:-,  t;»bles  of  tlic  market  situation,  and  market  prices. 
Beports  of  the  Brazilian  consular  officers  will  be  publislied  at  length 
and  oi>portiinitics  for  the  employment  of  foreign  capital  in  Brazil 
will  be  presented  in  detail.  Oreat  emphasis  is  laid  upon  the  im- 
portant commercial  work  tliat  Brazilian  consuls  abroad  are  exp«tiljed 
to  carry  on  under  the  I'ecently  reorganized  consular  service. 

In  countries  and  consular  districts  where  there  is  insufficient  pub- V 
liciu-  givttii  to  niark'-t  quotations  of  Brazilian  products,  the  Ministry 
of  Foreign  Affairs  will  furnish  data  lo  consids  by  telegram. 
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&EOSHT  IiaUAES  ON  TAPAH'S  GOLD   ACCUHTTLATIOHS. 

rConiul  Concrnl  George  H.  Rriaraorp.  TuV»linmB,l 

On  July  17,  Hccoidiiig  to  the  Japan  Advertiser,  it  was  Hiinoiiiiced 
by  tlic  Japanese  Government  that  the  Htock  of  gold  to  the  account 
of  Japan  liad  resichcd  1,235,000,000  yen  ($fil5,o:)0,000)  up  to  tho 
close  of  the  previous  wecli,  that  being  an  increase  of  25,000,000  yen 
($12,450,000)  on  the  close  of  the  previous  month.  The  Advertiser 
continues : 

This  gaEa  lu  Jiipaii'ij  specie  ItoldiDgs  oiilr  iBeniis  tbe  arL-uiuultiUuii  of  tied- 
up  £ulil  abroad  uuij  tlic  furUicr  iiiAation  of  the  issues  of  iinio^:  nt  liome.  Of  the 
total,  the  omdnl  nniioiinccmeiit  ssirt  nOR.noo.OM)  ypti  (.«.-i'i,n-i4.000)  is  to  Hm 
cre<Ut  of  the  .Tniiniit-se  Oovernineiit  while  727,000.000  jtpu  < $362,016,000)  ia 
owned  bj  the  Bank  of  Japan.  In  tbe  former  there  In  an  incrcaxe  of  24.000,000 
ji«i  anil  In  the  latter  a  gaiu  of  1,000,000  yen. 

The  holdings  at  home  show  no  change  and  stuml  nl  4."i7.0O0,0O0  yen  ($227,- 
nS6.000).  AH  the  gnin  In  the  fortnight.  2.':,000.000  yen  iSl2.45O.i)O0),  Is  Keen  In 
the  lioklings  overscMs,  whlcli  thus  have  i-eat-licii  778,00.000  v*hi. 


nCPOBTS  OT  BICE  IHTO  MOROCCO. 

[Consa'  GcDcrnl  Uoiocll  Bl.ikc.  Tanglir.] 

Prior  to  the  war  Germany  supplied  a  eonsidwiable  amount  of 

the  imports  of  rice  into  Morocco,  the  other  iiu|>ortant  soui-ces  being 

Bngland,  Holland.  «nd  France.    The  ainount^!  imported  from  cacE 

country  are  giren  below: 
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In  191C,  2,814  tons  of  rice,  valued  at  ii-2i7,HU,  and  in  1917,  2,C96 
tons,  value  at  $-134,072,  were  imported  into  Morocco.  The  details 
as  to  country  of  origin  are  not  available  for  the>e  two  years. 

The  values  aixive  given  are  based  upon  the  net  cost  of  goods  dft- 
livered  in  the  Moi'occan  customs  house,  that  is.  inehiding  cost  of 
goods,  freight,  and  insurance,  but  exchidini;  customs  duty  which 
amotmts  to  12i  per  cent  ad  valorem. 


PROPOSED  AUTOMATIC  TELEPHONES  FOE  SOUTH  AFRICA. 


In  his  annual  report  for  1917,  the  poslniasler  general  of  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  refers  to  the  contemplated  installation  of  automatic 
t«l^»hone  sy.sbeias  by  the  (lovermuont  in  various  cities  of  the  Unioa. 
This  action  i.s  ba-sed  principally  on  the  successful  uae  of  such  a  ^g- 
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tern  in  Australia  and  tlie  lower  operating  co&ts,  which  were  abont  30 

fier  cent  below  those  of  the  manual  system,  us  reported  by  a  Par- 
iamontary  committoo  of  that  country  in  l!>ir). 

Although  iliC  instiilliition  co^-t  will  be  higher,  the  Government  has 
decided  to  install  an  automatic  system  in  place  of  the  existing  manual 
switchboard  at  Joliannesburg.  which  is  nenring  the  end  of  its  effective 
usefulness.  This  will  permit  of  the  cstablisbment  of  certain  un- 
attended branch  exchanges,  v;ith  ccmscqucnt  iTduction  of  tlie  charges 
for  connections  to  outlymg  parts  of  the  town.  A  simihtr  change  will 
also  bo  made  at  Pietermaritzburg,  where  a  new  switchboard  is  re- 
quired, and  at  other  phices  where  the  present  equipment  is  worn  out 
and  new  extensions  are  neces-sary. 

The  postmaster  general  states,  however,  tliat  he  does  not  anticipate 
that  the  new  systems  will  be  installed  inmiediately,  due  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  securing  the  n(H;essary  equipmeiil,  and  probably  not  until 
after  the  close  of  the  war. 


Catalogues  Desired  for  StBich  Hanufactoting  Machinery. 

The  Kureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  a  department 
of  a  foreign  government  to  tlie  elFect  tiiat  catalogues  of  macbineiy 
for  the  manufacture  of  starch  are  desired  by  prospective  starch  man- 
ufacturers. The  address  to  whicli  information  should  bo  sent  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  or  cooperative  ofKces  by  referring  to  file  No.  9114. 


OEGAHIZATION  OF  BRAZIUAS  PRODUCTS  COMPANY. 

(VU«  ConBul  nichnrcl  P.  Momaeo,  Rio  lie  J.ineiro,  July  1,1 

By  decree  No.  1.^003,  of  June  12.  1918,  the  President  of  Brazil  has 
authorized  the  "Knipreza  de  Prodiictos  de  (juarana"  (Guarani 
Products  Co.)  to  operate  in  Brazil.  This  company  was  organized 
May  20,  191S,  with  a  declared  capital  of  ISO  contos  of  reis  (about 
$37,500  in  American  currency).  The  chief  object  of  the  company 
will  be  to  continue  to  manufacture  pharmaceutical  preparations.  Its 
head  office  will  be  in  Kio  de  Janeiro, 


AUSTRALIAN  GOVERNMENT  PRINTER  TO  VISIT  AMERICA. 

[Cuiisiil  William  C.  Muki'Isscq,  Mclinjurii",  Julj-  C] 

The  Federal  and  State  Governments  of  Australia  have  for  somo 
time  pa.st  experienced  much  difiicuUy  in  maintaining  an  adequate 
supply  of  paper  for  their  purposes,  and  the  outlook  gives  promise  of 
still  further  trouble.  With  a  view  to  remedying  this  matter  Mr. 
Albert  Midlett.  the  Government  printer,  will  visit  the  United  States 
to  purchase  paper. 


AMERICAN  CTJTIAESES  SOLD  IN  JAMAICA. 

[Consul  CImrJcs  L.  Liithjm,  KlnsHtOL.  July  27.1 

A  report  from  the  American  consulate  at  Kingston  published  in 
CoMMEiirK  KF.Poirrs  for  July  -2-).  1!I17.  called  attention  to  the  oppor- 
tunity for  the  sale  of  hand  agricultural  implements,  particularly  cut- 
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lasses,  in  Jamaica.  As  a  result,  a  number  of  inquiries  wei-e  received 
from  American  mannfactiireis,  who  were  put  m  touch  with  local 
jm^ortei-s,  and  thousands  of  cutlasses  have  been  imported  from  the 
United  States.  In  fact,  at  the  pi-esent  time,  the  Amerrcan  cutlass  is 
the  principal  one  in  the  stocks  of  local  stores  and  in  u.se  throughout 
the  island.  As  many  as  50  or  00  cases  hnTc  been  ordered  by  a  single 
merchant  from  a  single  American  finii. 


IKstribation  of  Fish  During  July. 
A  statement  lias  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  showing 
that  a  total  of  15,704,620  fish  (9.100,000  fry  and  tiMifi^O  finger- 
lings)  had  hpcn  distributed  by  its  stations  during  July. 


IMFOBTS  OF  HABEBDASHEAT  INTO  CEYIOH. 

[foii-ul   WiiHt-r  A.  I-eonord.  Colonilm.] 

Of  the  $8T0.!>i)4  worth  of  men's  Iiabcrdashery  importec]  into  Ceylon 
for  the  year  1310,  the  United  Kingdom  suj>plicd  about  50  per  cent, 
followed  by  India  and  Japan.  The  X^mted  States  supplied  but 
$7,90:i  worth.  The  sliare  of  each  country  in  this  tnidc  was  as  fol- 
lows : 
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[A  list  of  the  leading  dealers  in  men's  haberdashery  in  Ceylon  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  refening  to  file  Xo.  104520.] 


JAPANESE  COHKEBCIAL  EXHIBIT  AT  HA&BIN. 

[ElCPi'pt  from  IbG  Jn|>Bn  AdrcrU^cr,  liani^riitttocl  l>;  Coai^uE  Opnc-rnl  t-.t-nrgf  U.  Scldmore, 

A  commercial  showroom  wilt  soon  be  opened  af  JIarbin  by  the 
Japanese  <TOvermnenf.  It  will  lie  under  the  miiniigement  of  the 
Russo-Japanese  Association.  Its  head,  Mr,  Mikage  Mori,  wilt  start 
on  a  tour  in  the  principal  commercial  centers  of  tbi«  country  to  urge 
manufacturers  to  cooperate  with  him  in  making  it  a  aucecss. 

It  is  stated  by  officials  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce on  thi.s  new  undertaking  that  this  showroom  has  been  planned 
by  the  Government  to  promote  Japan's  trade  witli  Siberia.  Mr. 
Mori  will  leave  for  Harbin  in  the  early  part  of  August  when  he  will 
finish  consultations  with  Japane.se  manufacturers,  and  start  the 
actual  preparations  for  the  opening  of  the  sliowroom  at  the  Man- 
chnriftn  town. 


Give  Our  Boys  Every  Pightingr  Chance — Buy  War-SaTings  Stamps. 
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BRAZILIAN  COHFAHT  10  HAHITFACTUBE  ETHTL  OAS. 

[Vice  Consul  Rlcliard  P.  Momncn.  Blo  de  lanplro,  Juna  21.1 

The  "Compaiihia  Nacional  do  Gnzothyl"  (The  National  Ethyl 
Gas  Co.),  was  incorporated  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  June  5,  1918.  The 
principal  object  of  the  company  is  the  marsiifactnre  of  ethyl  gas  as 
a  substitute  for  gasoline,  following  the  formulas  dificovercd  and 
patented  by  Theophilo  Henrique,  of  Santa  Anna,  Brazil. 

The  declared  capital  of  the  company  is  1,000  contos  of  reis  (about 
$250,000  in  American  currency),  and  its  bankers  are  the  Banco 
ilypothecario  do  Brazil. 

Its  product,  "pazethyl,"  is  already  being  ofTered  and  is  said  to  be 
finding  sale  during  the  present  scarcity  of  giisoline,  ivhich  is  selling 
at  as  nigh  as  ¥^  per  gallon. 


ATTSTKAIIAN  lUPORTS  OF  SHEET  GLASS. 

[Cuiisul  William  «.  MBBtls^cn,  MdlmHrBc] 

No  window  sheet  glass  is  nmnufacturod  in  Australia,  consequently 
the  market  depends  on  foreign  sources.  The  imports  during  the 
years  immediately  preceding  the  war  were  as  follows: 
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COTTON  PEODTTCTION  IN  GERMAN  EAST  AFRICA. 

[rorisiil   liiirry  A.  M.Hrliic,   I-.urton.   nnRlnnd.] 

The  following  article  upon  the  production  of  cotton  in  German 
Kast  Africa  up  to  15)1-1  is  taken  from  an  i^siie  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
Journal,  and  will  give  siime  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  cotton 
industry  in  that  part  of  Africa. 

Stea<ly  progress  was  made  by  the  Germans  in  cotton  growing  in 
their  East  African  colony  up  to  ]i)14,  but  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  cotton-growing  lands  of  the  colony  are  now  within  the  British 
zone.  About  i*2.00u  hectares  (."jl.:!fiU  acres)  were  devoted  to  the  cotton 
crop  in  Iftl-i-lS.  of  which  HAM  hectares  (15.SI4  acres)  were  culti- 
vatp<l  on  the  plantation  sy-^tem,  and  the  rest  planted  by  natives. 

The  folhnving  review  of  cotton  ]>roduclion  in  the  coli^ny  is  taken 
from  variims  (ii^rnian  re]x>rts.  In  estimating  the  possibilities  of  the 
region  for  cotton  growing,  an  opinion  has  been  expressed  that  the 
irregularity  and  uiicorlainty  <if  Die  rainfall  will  always  hamper  the 
industry  and  prevent  it  from  becoming  really  successful.  On  the 
otiier  hand,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  under  the  Kolonial-Wirtschaftlicho 
Ivomilcc  (which  corresponds  to  a  certain  extent  to  the  British  Cot- 
Ion  Growinir  Association),  exports  of  cotton  from  the  colony  in- 
creased froin  less  than  half  a  ton  in  1002  to  1,SS2  tons  in  13J^  i  , 
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Most  of  the  cotton  is  grown  in  the  districts  of  Lindi  in  the  south 
and  Mwanza  on  Lake  Victoria.  It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  from 
the  published  statistics  of  the  colony  the  amount  of  cotton  grown 
by  the  natives  and  that  grown  by  the  Europcnns,  as  many  of  the 
latter  owned  ginneries  and  bought  cotton  from  the  natives. 
Ontpnt  and  Trices  of  Cotton. 

Tile  output  for  the  five  years,  1908-1912,  was  steadily  ri^g  in 
quantity  but  not  in  price,  as  the  following  table  indicates: 


CBlcnaar.ojr.     j  jajutos. 
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TolM 

CakcduTEU. 

1 

Total 

.19 

178;  8Wi 
31S,«7] 

T.KM  1       I0LZ7 

■iSS! 

UU 4,32! 

""l 

NoTE,-Tho  kilo  equals  2.2 
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DisMK— TicU  Pec  Acie. 

The  cotton  plant  in  the  colony  is  liable  to  freq^iient  and  highly 
detrimental  diseases,  and  is  much  damaged  by  parasites  and  drought. 
By  far  the  most  serious  disease  to  which  it  is  exposed  is  the  so-called 
krausel  kranlcheit,  or  pink  boll  worm.  This  name  is  likely  to  cause 
confusion,  as  there  are  other  diseases  to  which  it  is  more  accurately 
applied.  This  particular  disease  first  appcai-ed  in  1909  and  was 
attributed  to  the  action  of  the  cicada  {cic/rdidfe) . 

In  191(1-11  the  German  Colonial  Economic  Commission  (K.  W.  K.) 
cwnpiled  a  careful  record  of  each  of  the  55  plantations  of  cotton  then 
existing  in  the  protectorate,  including  the  yield  of  ginned  cotton  per 
hectare  from  each  estate. 

The  returns  varj-  widely,  but  the  average  yield  of  cotton  cultivated 
as  an  unmix^l  crop  may  be  taken  for  the  year  19J0  as  320  pounds 
(pfimd)  of  ginned  cotton  per  hectare.  The  highest  yield  per  hec- 
tare in  the  northern  cotton  lands  was  fi-om  700  to  SOO  pounds,  while 
in  the  centrnl  districts  it  was  415,  and  in  the  southern  as  much  as  925 
pounds  per  hectai-e. 
Tarleties  Best  Snited. 

Tlie  (tcnnan  aduiinistnition  came  to  the  concluHion  that  Egyptian 
varieties  were  best  suited  for  the  lower  levels  of  the  coastliinds,  where 
they  vielded  a  good  filwr.  and  in  good  years  a  sufficient  i-rop.  In  the 
highlands,  bowever,  they  met  with  inserts  and  dis-ensc.  Mitafli  and 
Abassi  were  successful,  but  the  newer  varieties  had  not  l)een  suffi- 
ciently trietl  for  a  definite  verdict  to  Ite  given. 

Wiih  the  wide  differences  in  climate  and  lEipfhods  Ix-tween  fiorman 
East  Africa  and  Egypt  tiie  (n^rmnns  had  to  fai-e  deppnonition  of  the 
plants,  and  two  ways  of  meeting  tliis  were  considered:  (i)  The  re- 
newiil  of  the  seed  Iw  annuid  supplies  from  Egypt,  and  (2)  the 
broediiiir  <'f  "  local  variety  able  to  overcome  the  local  diHiciritios. 

Of  the  upland  vartetie':,  Xynsaland  I'pland  slood  the  te^t  of  the 
experimental  stations  liest  and  seemed  liKely  to  be  the  most  popular 
both  for  endurance,  quality,  and  yield.  Uganda  I'pland  had  also 
done  well  on  the  higher  levels,  particularly  as  to  the  yield,  hut  fell 
beliind  Nyasa  in  excelleni-e  of  filier.     Both  are  better  able  to  with- 
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stand  disease  (kraii'rol  kranklieit)  than  tlic  Egyptian  varieties.  Of 
the  other  varieties,  Chiwn  tTpland  (Turkestan)  was  under  tii;d  when 
war  broke  out.  Both  the  Togoland  varieties  and  tlie  Caravonicas 
has  been  tried  and  delinitely  abandoned. 

The  results  of  ciiltiviitioii  for  several  seasons  seem  to  indicate  that 
American  upland  kinds  of  cotton  arc  better  suited  for  native  cultiva- 
tion in  German  East  Africa  than  are  Egyptian  kinds. 
NatlTet  Interested  in  Cnltlvatioa. 

Among  the  natives  the  cultivation  of  cotton  was  Ptoadily  gi'owing 
in  extent  and  in  popnlarity.  The  number  of  colored  pupils  at  the 
experimental  stations  who  were  trained  to  give  in-itniction  to  the 
natives  inci-eased  every  yenr.  and  the  i^esnlts  of  this  system  were  con- 
sidered Riitisfactoi-y.  llie  interest  of  the  natives  was  evidenced  by 
the  steady  increase  in  the  amount  of  seed  distributed.  414,000  kilos 
having  been  distributed  for  the  1913  crop  as  compared  with  25:^,200 
kilos  in  the  previous  year. 

The  native  cultivation  of  cotton  has  been  heavily  subsidized  l>oth 
by  the  German  Government  and  the  Colonial  Economic  Assiciiition. 
The  purchases  made  by  the  German  commissioners  from  the  natives 
were  carefully  watched,  so  that  a  price  was  assured  to  them  that  was 
justified  by  the  state  of  the  market.  'Hie  natives  were  also  protected 
from  illicit  exploitation, 

The  Colonial  Economic  Commission  (K.  W.  K.)  assists!  native 
cotton  cultivation:  (1)  Ity  purchasing  ami  delivering  cost  free  to  the 
Imperial  Provincial  Office  sunplies  of  cotton  seed.  These  amounted, 
according  to  estimates  in  1!>13-14,  to  151.flftO  marks  («;f\.->.n:!Sl :  (2) 
by  maintaining  the  guaranteed  fixed  juice  for  certain  sorts  of  cotton 
in  certain  districts;  and  (3)  by  offering  prizes  in  cash  and  implements 
for  the  best-kept  cultivation,  the  best  fjuality  seed,  and  tlie  largest 
yield. 

Having  determined  by  their  experimitntrd  work  tbe.distrii'ts  best 
adapted  for  cotttm,  the  German  colonial  administrators  were  before 
the  war  concentrating  Ibeir  whole  attention  njton  two  obiects  in 
native  cotton  cultivation — to  replace  the  imported  seed  from  Egypt 
by  locfilly  grown  varieties,  and  in  each  district  to  limit  eultivjiti"n 
to  one  single  variety  in  order  to  standardize  more  easily  the  type  and 
facilitate  the  dispo-sal  of  the  crop. 
Acreage  Trader  European  Hanagement. 

The  European  cultivation  grew  from  l.OC-l  hoctnres  in  100.^  to 
12,918  hectares  in  1!)12,  and  was  further  increa-e[l  in  1913.  In  1910- 
11  cotton  was  making  progress  as  an  unmixed  cultivation  under 
European  management.  There  were  105  .plantations  with  2,795 
acres  under  unmixed  culture,  aud  13,;W0  acres  with  cotton  between 
rubber  and  sisal.  The  acreage  under  European  cultivation  in  1!)13 
is  given  as  about  S'l.OOO  acres,  on  0.000  of  which  collon  was  grown  as 
a  catch  crop.  The  white  planters  were  directly  helped  both  by  th« 
Government  and  by  the  Colonial  Economic  Commi.ssion. 

A  sum  o.f  ?!4S.0G,")  for  1013  and  each  of  the  following  3'ears  to  pro- 
mote the  development  of  cotton  growing  in  German  East  Africa  was 
voted  by  the  Reichstag  in  connection  with  the  «.-timates  for  1913. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton  in  German  East  Africa  liad  hardly 
emerged  from  the  experimental  stage.     It  enjoyed  one  advantage 
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over  otlior  crops  in  that  the  Government  took  tho  greatest  interest 
in  its  development  and  cnme  to  the  a^siKtance  of  tlit>  planter. 

Experimental  statl«m«. 

The  division  of  the  reHi>eetive  responfihiiilies  in  fnirhciing  cotton 
cultivation  was  f^ettlcd  by  an  agreement  of  March  14,  lf)10,  between 
the  Iiiiuerial  Colonial  Office  and  the  Colonial  Eeouomie  Commis- 
sion, Under  the  (ieiinan  system  the  (Jovernment  apri cultural  re- 
searcli  stations  were  responsible  for  trials  of  seed  varieties,  seed  cnlti- 
Tntion.  ninnurcs.  and  water  supply,  the  campaign  against  pests, 
scientific  tcstinp;  of  the  soil,  and  the  meteorological  service. 

In  lfl4  the  German  administration  was  maintaining  five  special 
stations  for  cotton  experimental  work.  These  were  at  Mpanganaya, 
in  Rnflji  Province;  Myombo,  near  Kilossa  (Morogoro  Province); 
Mabama  (Tabora  Pi-ovince) ;  Mahiwa  (Lincli  Province) ;  and  the 
station  for  agricultural  research  at  Kibongoto  (Moschi  Province), 
A  new  cotton  station  in  Mwanza  Province  was  also  started. 

The  object  of  these  farms  was  to  evolve  a  variety  of  the  plant  best 
suited  to  local  conditions  and  to  put  a  period  to  the  dependence  of 
the  colony  upon  other  countries  for  its  seed.  Several  plantations 
have  begun  to  plant  their  own  seed  with  fair  siiccesp. 

The  white  personnel   and  native  traveling   instructors   were   at- 
tached to  the  distvict  administrators. 
Training  of  InitniotoTt — Rnmbei  of  ginneries. 

After  careful  consideration  the  German  Government  decided  not 
to  obtain  the  personnel  for  their  stations  from  other  countries  but  to 
train  them  in  German  East  Africa  itself,  and  post  them  when  trained 
to  otlier  colonies.  A  careful  theoretical  training  was  given  to  the 
students  at  the  Agricultural  Institute  of  the  University  of  Jena  or 
Gotting^n.  and  before  they  proceeded  to  the  colony  thiw  took  a 
coui-se  in, cotton  valorization  in  Bremen.  The  choice  of  German 
East  Africa  for  their  practical  training  gave  them  a  chance  to  visit 
Uranda  and  British  Nyasaland. 

The  officiarretinns  (taken  iirenumably  on  tlie  same  date  each  year) 
show  the  increase  in  the  number  of  ginneries  since  1907  as  follows: 
1{>07.  7;  1908-00, 15;  1910, 19;  1911,  25;  1912,  36;  and  at  end  of  1913, 
38.  Tliese  were  motor  driven.  In  addition  there  were  a  large  num- 
ber of  hand  machines.  In  April,  1912,  the  number  of  ginneries  was 
31 ;  the  motor  power  varied  between  SO  and  7  hor-'epower.  In  1914 
water  power  was  in  use  in  six  of  the  plants. 
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Marhtneiy 27^30,  2T3^<,  2733B.  27a3R 


Uplca 27332 


27330.t— A  mnn  from  Swlt7prlninl  who  Is  nt  prMcnt  In  the  TTnitwl  States  de- 
sires tin  ni;eiu'>'  fiii:  nuiiiiifui'turerti  of  niut'liliiirv.  nutoi  nub  lies,  and  general 
iuci'cliati<ll&e.    On-rci^pondt^nce  may  be  lu  Eii;:lis1i.    Ileference. 

27331.t — A  mercanUlc  lioiiw  In  the  Straits  Setllements  deslrmt  to  secure  the 
sole  OBenclcs  for  supplies  and  general  merelmnillse  for  pluntotloiis,  mines, 
stnrcs,  nud  bazaars.  Ciitulogues  and  full  biforiuatlou  ure  regiiesied. 
Ileference, 

27332." — An  Anierlean  loenteil  in  New  Zealand  wlKhes  to  fiooure  nn  nccncy  for 
cnrit'fs,  maltiiijr,  liimli'iim.  imd  WNNleu  cliiilrs;  also  burlied  anil  plain 
wire  anil  stiiiiles.  QniHiiii.im  sliould  Ih-  nmrU'  (.  o.  Ii.  New  Yurb  or  San 
Frnnciseo.  Terms  of  pujinent,  cash  in  advance,  or  draft  with  liiU  of  lading 
ettaelied.    References. 

27.T33.t— An  ngetiey  Is  deslretl  In  Soiilli  Africa  for  Ihe  f'ale  of  disinfectants  for 
medical  and  surgical  nsc,  pow<ler  and  llipild  Koap,  liousohold  soap,  soft 
soap,  toilet  aonp,  medical  s<)ap.  niassajie  cnvini,  ointment,  tooth  powder, 
lozenfies.  emlirocntion.  and  soluble  bloi-ks.  The  a|ip1lcatit  also  desires  an 
ngeticy  for  tlie  sale  of  slieep  dip,  rubber  tires,  and  general  lucrchaiulise. 
Keference, 

2i3.'(4.t— A  man  in  Rpntn  wishes  to  receive  ealiilojnies  fi-om  Anierican  manu- 

facturerK  of  eleeirical  and  meclmnical  machinery  and  material  of  all  UliHia 
as  well  as  matei'iul  for  ligiiting  vessels.  Coi-respindence  sliould  be  la 
Spanish. 

27,'i,'i-".* — A  man  In  Northern  Italy  desires  an  nccney  for  watchmaking  ma- 
chinery, and  ring- mil kint;  ininliinery,  (':i(:i1cii;mi's  are  iC(|nested.  Cash 
will  be  [laid.    Correspondence  sliould  be  in  French  or  Italian. 


2r337.* — A  firm  in  India  desires  to  purchase  Ti  tons  of  zinc  oslde  paint  In 
ke^fS,  to  lie  nscil  with  llnsi-ed  oil,  3  Ions  of  red  o.vidc  paint  Id  be  ukoiI  with 
linseed  oil  over  iron,  5  tons  of  green  paint  to  be  n«eil  with  linseeil  oil,  and 
2  tons  of  eopo!  varnish  for  woihI.  Terms  of  pnjment,  cash  In  United 
States  against  shipping  documents.     Keference. 

273.t8,* — A  man  In  Mexico,  desirous  of  forming  n  comtiiiny  for  the  inannf.ic- 
ture  of  matches,  wishes  to  secure  literature  and  factory  cash  quotations 
on  machinery  for  uialtUig  safely  matches, 

A  country  worth  fl^btlug:  tor  Is  a  couhtry  worth  saving  for.    Buy  Thrift 
Btamps. 
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CTTSTOHS  WAHEHOITSES  IN  SPANISH  POBT. 

Consul  General  Hurst  reports  from  Barcelona  under  date  of  August 

14  that  the  right  to  maintain  customs  free  premises  for  storage  of 

imported  merchandise  is  granted  to  the  port  of  Santander  by  a 

Spanish  royal  decrte  of  August  13. 


TRASINQ  BESTBICTIONS  IN  RASIO-ACTIVE  SUBSTANCES. 
Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner  reports  from  London,  England, 
onder  dat«  of  August  14,  that  the  Minister  of  Munitions  prohibits 
the  purchase,  sale,  and -delivery,  except  under  license,  of  all  radio- 
active suBsfances, 

PEBMISSION  FOB  EZPOBTATION  OF  SPANISH  OLIVE  OIL 

[Cablegram  from  Consul  General  Ilurst.  BarceloDO.  Aug.  14.] 
A  royal  order  published  August  13  authorizes,  in  addition  to 
special  permits  previously  granted,  the  exportation  until  the  end  of 
the  current  year  of  20,000,000  kilos  of  olive  oil,  one-half  of  which 
shall  be  allotted  to  North  and  South  America.  An  export  duty  of 
30  pesetas  per  100  kilos  will  be  collected  before  shipment  and  all 
containers  must  be  engraved  or  otherwise  indeliby  marked  with 
trade  label,  registered  or  not,  showing  Spanish  origin  of  tlie  oil.  Of 
the  20,000,000  kilos  in  question,  25  per  cent  is  reserved  for  exporters 
having  already  declared  their  desire  to  export  under  previous  regu- 
lations, while  75  per  cent  is  open  to  all  exporters.  (Peseta,  normal 
exchange,  $0,193;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds.) 

[The  nirtst  recent  concession  for  exportation  of  olive  oil  was  described  la 
CouMEUcE  Reports  for  April  20.  Limited  exportation  was  permitted  for  a 
short  period  and  an  export  tns  at  the  raiue  rate  wns  charRod.  The  embargo  on 
oUvG  oil  of  all  grades  was  adopted  tn  September,  1817,  following  partial 
prohibitions  In  July.] 
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ABaENTINIAHS  TIFBN  TO  AXEBIOAH  WEABINO  AFFAEEL. 

American  wearing  npparel  is  gaining  steadily  in  Argentina  as 
tlie  result  of  failing  European  supplies,  says  a  report  just  issued  by 
the  Bureaii  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Com- 
merce. This  is  especially  true  of  hosiery,  wliich,  before  the  war,  came 
almost  entirely  from  Germany.  At  first  there  was  some  dissatisfac- 
tion witli  the  dyes  used,  but  the  excellence  of  American  colors 'has 
now  been  amply  demonstrated  and  complaint  on  that  score  lias 
subsided. 

The  report  is  one  of  a  series  now  being  issued  by  the  Government 
to  Jielp  American  wearing  appnrel  manufacturers  prepare  for  for- 
eign trade  after  the  war.  The  market:  for  each  article  of  wearing 
apparel,  both  men  and  women's,  is  described  in  detail,  and  there  are 
chapters  on  methodic  of  marketing,  credit,  packing,  and  other  fac- 
tors that  influence  the  success  of  attempts  to  enter  the  market. 
'  There  are  8,000,000  people  in  Argentina,  and  the  climate  is  rigorous 
enough  to  make  even  the  poorest  a  consumer  of  wearing  apparel. 
Argentinians  are  naturally  free  spenders  and  for  the  most  part  are 
willing  to  pay  libcrnlly  for  what  they  wear.  Wealthy  clients  demand 
the  best  the  home  market  affords,  and  if  that  is  not  good  enough  the 
dealer  i.f  often  instructed  to  send  abi'oad  for  the  desired  article.  Nor 
is  this  cliavacteristic  confined  to  the  wealthy  class  alone.  The  100- 
peso  clerk  in  a  stationer'.s  shop  will  receive  customers  in  carefully 
pressed  black  broadcloth  cutaway  coal  and  gray  trousers.  Tiie  op- 
erating personnel  of  the  railroads  and  street  railways  demand  two 
ncAv  uniforms  yearly  to  satisfy  their  ideas  of  personal  appearance 
during  working  hours.  Peons  on  the  haciendas  in  the  country  will 
spend  a  week's  wages  for  a  .silk  kerchief  to  knot  about  their  tliroats 
on  dress  occasions. 

The  Government's  report  is  entitled  "Wearing  Apparel  in  Ar- 
gentina" Mi.sceIlaneous  Series  Xo.'fiS,  and  is  soltl  at  th^  tldminal 
price  of  20  cents  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents.  Gq^'emment 
I'riiiting  Office,  Washington,  T).  C,  and  by  all  the  district  and  co- 
o']XTa(ivc  otHcos  of  the  Buroiiu  of  Foreign  and  Donie^^tic  Commerce, 


FEESH  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES  FROM  CTTBA. 

A  niw,  general  licai^e  has  been  if^sued  bv  the  Bureau  of  Impart-s 
of  the  War  Trade  Board  in  a  new  iniling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  205)  as 
follows:  l'HF-i*4.  pennitting  the  importation  of  fresh  fruits  and 
frehh  vegetableFi  from  Cuba,  for  shipments  ma<h'  on  or  before  De- 
cember 31,  191S. 

Formerly,  fresh  fruits  and  fresh  vegetables  were  allowed  to  be  im- 

i)orted  from  Cuba  without  an  individual  import  license  if  sliipped 
ly  rail  and  car  ferry  from  Habana.  or  if  shipped  on  certain  vesseU 
approved  by  the  War  Trade  Board.  This  new  general  license  will 
now  permit  the  imporlation  of  fresh  fruits  and  fresh  vegetables  from 
Cuba  wlien  transported  by  any  means  whatsoever,  and  this  general 
license  will  leuiain  in  effect  until  December  31, 191S. 


Give  Oar  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance— Buy  War-Savings  Stamps. 
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AKESICAN  BANKS  FREFAKINO  FOB  FOBEIQN  TRADE  EXTENSION. 
[Froni  the  Federal  Reserve  Bolletln  foi  Angust.] 
Applications  for  the  establishment  of  several  additional  foreign 
brancnes  by  American  banks  have  been  granted  by  tlie  Board,  and  tne 
total  list  of  such  branches  now  in  existence  is  given  below.  In  tlirce 
ways  American  banks  are  beginning  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
system  which  will  furnish  a  basis  for  the  expansion  and  financing  of 
our  foreign  trade  after  the  close  of  the  war.  One  of  these  is  the  direct 
establishment  of  branches  as  just  indicated.  In  addition  there  is  an 
evident  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  banking  community  to  under- 
take the  organization  of  foreign  banking  corporations.  One  or  two 
promising  additions  to  the  existing  list  of  such  corporations  have 
either  been  established  or  are  now  in  prospect,  contemplating  as  their 
field  of  operation  China  and  Italy,  respectively.  The  third  line  of 
progress  is  found  in  the  adoption  of  plans  for  the  creation  of  discount 
companies  dealing  in  paper  growing  largely  out  of  foreign  business. 
These  latter  enterprises  are  m  a  measure  anal<^ous  to  tne  discount 
bouses  well  known  in  London.  Progress  in  these  directions  during 
the  last  year  has  been  continuous,  an»J  the  outlook  is  now  more  prom- 
ising than  it  has  been  for  some  time  past.  Further  development 
along  these  lines  is  most  desirable  with  a  view  to  furnishing  addi- 
tional accommodation  and  enlarging  existing  exchange  arrangements 
for  American  business  men  engaged  in  trade  with  other  countries. 
In  spite  of  the  obstacles  afforded  by  the  war  and  the  interruptions  to 
trade  which  inevitably  grow  out  of  it,  the  conditions  under  which 
such  banks  can  successfully  be  established  are  to-dav  much  more 
favorable  for  making  a  beginning  than  they  are  likely  to  be  after 
the  close  of  the  war.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the  country  that  Ameri- 
can in.stitiitions  continue  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  the  mapping 
out  of  the  field  and  (he  doing  of  foundation  work  necessary  to  insure 
the  United  States  its  due  sharp, iij  tlie  development  of  tjie  world's 
business. 

The  Board  hopes  that  Congress  will  soon  be  able  to  act  upon  its 
recommendation  frequently  made  that  provision  be  made  for  the 
Federal  incorporation  of  banks  which  desire  to  undertake  foreign 
operations. 
Porelgn  Branohei  of  Amerioan  Baiiki. 

Following  is  a  list  of  foreign  branches  and  subbranches  of  Ameri- 
can banks  authorized  to  date : 
NatlonHl  City  BHnk,  New  York  City :  I>«te  anthortred. 

BrancU  at  Bneuos  Aires,  Argentina Sept.   2,1614. 

Subbranch  at  Montevideo,  Uruguay  ' Apr.  Ifl,  1915. 

Branch  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  ErazU Seyt,   2, 1914. 

Subbraoches  at  Santos,  Sao  Paulo,  Pernambuco,  Para, 

antl   Bahln,  Brnzli E>ec.  23, 1914, 

Branch  at  Habnnn,  Cuba Mar.  17, 1915. 

SubbrancUea  at  Santiago,  Klntanzas,  Clenfuesos,  Giinnta- 
namo.  Cnmngiiey,  Ciirdennfi,  Man^anitlo,  Cuba:  Kings- 
ton, Jamaica;  and  Sauto  E>oiulngo,  Santo  Domingo Mar.  17, 1915. 

Branch  ot  Valparaiso,  Chile Oct   18,10IS. 

Subbranches  at  Autofagnsta  and  Santiago,  Chile Oct,   18, 1915. 

Branch  at  Genoa,  Italy May  25,1010. 

Subbranches  at  Turin,  Milan,  Venice,  Florence,  Itome, 
Napiea,  and  Palermo,  Italy May  25,1910. 


'Made  an  Indepoudent  liiancb  Dec.  8,  IQIT, 
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National  City  Bank,  New  Yoik  City— <kintlQued.  D«t*ai  .  .. 

Brnnch  nt  Petro!fm<l.  Russia July    5, 191(i, 

S«bbranciies  at  Moscow,  Odessa,  Warsaw.  Rign,  Baku. 
Astrakhan,   Vladivostok,    Scbostopol,   Helsingfors,  and 

vnnn,  Russin July    5,  lOlG. 

Braudi  at  Limn,  Peru July  31,1917, 

Subbrancbt's  at  Payta,  Citllao,  and  MoHenilb,  Pern JnlV  31,1917. 

BrniicU  at  Canitas.  Venezuela. .Taly  31,1917. 

!jubbrnncbi>»  ut  La  Gualrii.   Porto  Cubelto,  ami   Mara- 

CHlbo July  31,'i017. 

Branch  at  Ran  .Joan,  P.  R Feb.  13,1918, 

Subbranches  at  Arecibo,  Mayaguez,  and  Ponce Feb.  !3, 1918. 

Commercial  National  Bank,  Waslilngton,  D,  C: 

Branch  at  Panama  City,  Pnuania  ' Jan.  12, 191S. 

Branch  ut  Tristolial,  Caiuil  Zone' N.iv.  30,1914. 

First  National  Bank.  Boston,  MnNs. : 

Branch  at  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina .Tnn.  29;  1917, 

American  Foreign  Banklnfc  Corporation,  New  York; 

Branch  at  Port  au  Prince,  Haiti Jan.    7,1918, 

Branch  at  Habano.  ChIjh Feb.  2.1,1918. 

BrancheH  nt  frlstolial  niul  Pananm  C\tv Apr.    2,1918. 

Branch  lit  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil ..Jnly  23,lflia 

Branch  nt  C.ipe  Haillen,  llaltL.. -Tuly  23,1918. 

Branch  at  St.  Marc,  H.iiti July  28,1918. 

Branch  nt  C:ili,  Co1onii>ia July  23,1918. 

Tlie  Meivaiitile  Bunk  uf  the  Americas  hna  branrhe:^  and  iiffi1<»te(l 
bank.s  as  follow.s: 

France— Menu ntile  Kiiiik  of  llie  .\n(('rlcas  (Iiic.l,  11  hix  Biiulevard  Haiiss- 
mann,  Pari^. 

Sp8in--3!ii-i;Hiiile  iinuk  of  tiie  AuierloiR  (Inc.),  I'anwhi  2,  Bjircelmiii. 
Peru --Hill I'.i    Jlcn-iiiitil     Aiuci-iciun.    iW    Peru,    Lima.    Arefiuipa,    rhiclayo. 
Callno. 
Ecuador — Memintile  Ovor^^l■^(  rorimratlon,  Uuayai|ull. 

NicarnuEua — Xntionul  Bani;  of  Nicnrauena  tine),  Jlnuagiin,  Bluellelds,  Leon, 
Granoilo. 

Venezuela — Biiin'o  Jlercaulll  Aiueric-ano  de  Caraciw,  1,'oiiicas,  I^u  Guayra; 
Mercantile  Oversea  Corporation,  Slaracalbo.  , 

,,.BraztI-i-Ar(wrlcun  MercntUlle  itiiiik  u£;pru7ll,  I*aro,  Peinanibiu^).     . 

Coiombiii-Iianito  .Mercaiilil  Anierii-im'.  il.»  Colombia,  Iliijiiiiii,  llniTa&qullla, 
OartaKtam.   Meilelliu.    Mereauttle  Oversea  Ct)n>omtlon,  Bu^ila,  BarranquIITa, 
Cnrtagcna,  Kledellln,  (jlrardut.  ITuuila, 
New  Orleans.  Ln.--Men'H utile  Oversea  Corpuratlon.  r 

Airencles  in  IWIvIa,  C^^tn  nica,  Ounfp^iialii.  Hoiidurn!'. 

Ranks  opcititiiif;  in  llii'  f(ijvif;ii  ti-:u!e  iimler  regiiKitions  of  tlie  FVtl- 
oral  Reserve  ISoaiil  arc  us  follmvs :  Xrercnntile  Bank  of  the  Americas, 
New  York  City;  Auiorican  &.  Foreifjn  Banking  Corporation,  Sew 
York  City;  First  Nationul  Corponifiim  of  Boston,  Boston,  Mass. 
Banks  That  Are  Stockholders  of  American  EoreiKB  BaakinE  Oorpoistio>. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  banks  which  are  stockholders  of  the 
American  Foreign  Hanking  Corporation  and  which  have  Ireen 
granted  by  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  authority  to  take  snch  stock: 

Ealtiium-e.  :ilil.— Mcrclianls-Sreciiniiics  Fii'sl  Nalioual  Raul;, 

Boston,    SliisK.— Mcrcbaltis   Niilio;ini    Bank. 

Buffalo.  N.  1'.- -Manuf act  Ulcers  &  Traders  Nutiouiil  Baiii;. 

Chicago,  111. — Corn  Hxctiange  Kalloual   Bank. 

Cincinnati.   Ohl.t— Fltlli-Ttilrd   Nnlionai    Rnuk. 

Olcveland,  Ohio— First  National  Bauk. 

Dallas,  Tex. — Security  National  Bnni;. 

Denver,  Colo. — Denver  National    Bank. 

Detroit,  Mich.—reoples  State  Rant. 


ntferrpil  to  (he  American  Forflcn  BanMng  CorporntiOQ. 
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Qraad  Kaplds.  Mich. — Grand  Rapids  National  Clly  Bank. 

ladianapoils.  Ind, — Indiana  NationiU  Bank. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. — Merchants  National  Bank. 

Louisville,   Ky. — American- Southern  National  Bauk. 

Milwaukee,   Wis. — First  National   Bunk. 

MInneapoilH,  Minn. — First  and  Security  National  Bank. 

Minneapolis,   Minn. — Northwestei'u  National   Bank. 

Mobile.  Aln.— The  Teoples  Bank. 

Newark,  N.  J.— National  Newark  &  Kssex  Banking  Co. 

New  Orleans,  La. — <^anai  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

New  York. — Chase  National  Bank. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.— Fhllndelphia  National  Bank. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.— The  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  N.  B.  A. 

Portland,  Oreg.— United  States  National  Bauli. 

providence,  R,  I. — Industrial  Trust  Co. 

Richmond,  Va. — Merchants  National  Bank. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. — Merchants  National  Bank. 

SL  I<i>ui»<,  Mo. — National  Bank  of  Commerce. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.-— Anglo  and  London-Paris  National  Bonk. 

Springfield,  Mass. — Sprin^^eld  National  Bank. 

Tacoma,  Wash. — National  Bank  of  Tacoma. 

Toledo,  Ohio. — The  National  Bank  of  Commerce. 

Utlca,  N.  Y.— First  National  Bank. 

Washington,  D.  C— The  Commercial  National  Bank, 

Worcester,  Moss.—Merchants  National  Bank. 

EXHIBIT  OF  FOKEIGH  EIECTEICAL  GOODS  AT  NEW  TOBE. 

At  the  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, in  room  734,  of  the  New  York  Customhouse,  there  is  now 
on  display  a  large  collection  of  samples  of  electrical  goods  used  in 
foreign  countries.  The  exhibit  includes  wiring  devices,  heating 
appliances,  electrical  jporcelains,  dry  cellsj  flash  lights,  electric  bells, 
conduit  and  conduit  fitting.s,  insulated  wire,  etc. 

These  samples  have  been  forwarded  mainly  in  connection  with 
the  .special  investigations  undertaken  in  South  America  by  Mr.  P.  8. 
Smith,  and  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  China,  Japan,  and  Eastern 
Siberia  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Lundquist,  special  agents  of  the  Bureau.  Com- 
plete data  accomplny  each  article  on  exhibit,  giving  country  of 
origin,  where  obtained,  how  used,  selling  price,  etc. 

There  are  several  hundred  articles  in  the  exhibit  and  these  have 
been  specially  arranged  for  inspection  by  electrical  manufacturers 
and^  exporte'rs  in  order  that  they  may  make  a  personal  study  of  the 
classes  of  goods  with  which  they"  products  come  into  competition 
abroad. 

Mr,  Lundquist,  who  conducted  the  investigations  in  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  and  the  Far  East,  will  be  in  New  York  during  the 
week,  and  will  discuss  with  visitors  the  uses  of  the  various  items 
in  the  exhibit  and  the  electrical  practices  in  the  different  coun- 
tries from  which  the  samples  have  been  secured. 


FSEE  ADMISSION  OF  HEAT  PBODUCTS  INTO  SPAIN. 

Consul  General  Hurst,  of  Barcelona,  reports  that  by  Spanish  royal 
order  effective  August  12  dried  beef  and  smoked  beef  may  be  imported 
into  Spain  free  of  customs  duty.  The  Consul  General  states  that 
fresh  meat  and  salted  pork  have  already  been  declared  duty  free. 
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OVERHEAD  CHARGES  AHS  THE  FBXCE  OF  COAX  IN  CANADA. 

Till)  following  regiilntions,  published  in  the  Canadian  Gazette, 
governing  tho  iniiDortation,  sale,  and  delivery  of  coal  in  Canada,  were 
approved  by  tiie  Governor  General  at  Ottawa  July  27: 

(1)  Tli.it  regulations  by  the  fuel  controller  dated  the  15tb  of  March,  1918,  ami 
nitproved  by  order  in  coitiicil  of  the  20tl]  of  March,  191.S  (P.  0.  064)  be  araeiKled 
by  adding  to  paragraph  18  the  following  subsections ; 

(6)  In  r.itiriilatlni;  overhe.td  charges  to  determine  tlie  cost  price  of  coaj  as 
dealer  Is  to  Include  cither  directly  or  Indii-ectly  any  charge,  expense,  or  cost  in 
connection  with  any  of  the  following: 

(1>  Interest  on  any  money  invested  in  land,  plant,  equipment,  or  other  assets 
tn  £0  far  as  any  of  these  concerns  the  coal  bnstness, 

(2)  Intevesi  on  bonds,  debentures,  other  funded  debt,  or  borrowed  money. 
A  charge  niny,  however,  he  uinde  to  cover  Interest  on  bona  flde  outstanding  cus- 
tomers' accounts  at  prevailing  bank  rale. 

(3)  Charges  to  sinking  fund  to  redeem  bonds,  debentures,  or  other  debt. 

(4)  Income  tax,  excess  profit,  or  other  business  tax.  This  does  not  Include 
any  tax  collected  by  the  department  of  customs  and  inland  revenue  on  coal 
imported  from  the  United  Slates  of  America. 

(5)  Outlay  on  perniaiient  improvements,  equipment,  or  other  cnpitnl  account 
expenditure. 

10)  Ilentul  charges  for  yards,  plant,  or  e<iulpment. 

(e)  Salaries  and  expenses  to  officers  or  partners  are  not  to  be  increased  over 
tiio.sc  prcvniliti^  during  the  year  1914  at  a  greater  rate  than  salaries  in  other 
lines  of  hii.-iliiess  have  tnoreasetl.  A  dealer  may  charge  his  business  with  Ids 
own  salary  but  a  reasonable  rate  only. 

(d)  Deprei-iation  may  be  charged  at  regular  |)eri<xls  on  the  wear  aud  tear 
of  buildings,  structures,  or  equipment  so  tbnt  at  the  end  of  the  life  of  any  sucli 
building,  structure,  or  equipment,  or  when  the  same  become  obsolete,  a  fund 
win  have  been  provided  equal  to  the  original  investment  and  based  upon  the 
estimated  life  of  the  building,  stnictures,  or  equipment  fmni  the  date  the  asset 
was  acquired  or  buitt. 

(e)  If  a  dealer  inaices  any  charge  for  sliortage  of  tonnage  lu  arriving  at  his 
selling  price  of  coal  sueh  chnrge  is  to  he  dotermluod  by  actual  computation  and 
is  not  to  be  estimated. 

{/)  If  a  denier  screens  any  coal  and.  sells  the  slack  coal  or  screenings  i-e- 
sultinr  from  »ich  screening  operation  at  a  less  price  than  tlio  selling  price,,  as 
arrived  at  by  consideration  of  paragraphs  13,  14,  and  Ifi  of  these  regulations, 
then  this  difference  may  he  diatrlhuted  proportionately  over  the  cost  of  the  pre- 
pared slws  of  coal  which  residted  from  such  screening  (ipp;-atlons. 

<0)  Dealers  conducting  a  relatl  as  well  as  a  wholesale  business!  must  appor- 
tion their  overhead  expenses  and  fixed  charges  to  each  such  branch  and  snch 
a|)[H>rlloiuuent  must  bear  reasonable  comparison  with  the  average  overhead 
esiwnsea  and  fixed  charges  of  dealers  who  ni'o  enpajjed  entirely  in  a  retail  or 
entirely  In  a  whole-'iale  business.  '  .  .-, 

<ft)  AH  coal  sold  to  consumers  Is  to  bear  the  same  proportion  of  overhead 
expenses  and  fixed  dmrges  per  ton  and  a  dealer  Is  not  permitted  to  apportion 
his  overhead  exiiensi?s  and  fixetl  chargesr  more  heavily  on  any  one  class,  grade, 
or  size  of  coal  Hian  on  another. 

(i)  Dlsconnts  or  rebates  for  cash  or  for  any  other  consideration  that  may 
be  allowed  to  a  custimier  by  any  dealer  are  not  to  l>e  considered  a  charge 
agnlnst  overhead  expenses  and  fixed  charges  in  eompnting  the  selling  price  of 
coal. 

<fc)  On  tho  reconinioi  Hint  ion  of  the  fuel  administrator  the  fuel  controller  may 
fix  maximum  receiving,  yard,  delivery,  and  overhead  chaises  for  any  muntci- 
l>alily  by  notification  to  the  fuel  commi^ioncr  through  the  fuel  ndministrator. 

(2)  Every  ivtait  coal  dealer  is  required  to  post  in  a  prominent  place  lu  that 
portion  of  his  oBlce  to  wliich  the  public  has  access  a  conspicuous  typewritten  or 
printed  notice  containing  a  list  of  prevailing  retail  prices  of  all  classes  and 
sizes  of  coal  bandied  by  him,  including  such  discounts,  If  any. 

(3)  That  parograpli  17  of  the  said  regulations  be  amended  by  adding  Uie 
following  subsection: 

<6)  The  ofBcer  In  charge  of  (be  fuel  section  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of 
Sintisttcs  is  hereby  constituted  a  dniy  authorized  agent  of  the  fuel  controller. 
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ADVAJTZAOES  OF  STAfiSABI)  COLOR  CARD. 

A  means  of  effecting  noteworthy  economies  and  introducing  a 
greater  degree  of  coordinatioii  in  all  branches  of  trade  where  color 
IS  a  factor  is  afforded  by  the  Standard  Color  Card  of  America,  issued 
by  the  Textile  Color  Card  Association,  of  354  Fourth  Avenue,  New 
York  City.  The  card  is  the  result  of  war-time  exigencies;  it  repre- 
Bents  not  only  an  emancipation  from  European  influence  but  also 
an  effort  to  lacjlitutc  to  a  very  substantial  extent  the  business  pf 
American  manufacturers  and  dealers. 

On  this  card  there  are  128  shades,  with  names  principally  taken 
from  jewels,  metals,  woods,  animals,  flowers,  and  other  natural 
objects.  Each  color  has  a  number,  expressing  the  relative  proportion 
of  the  component  parts  and  the  strength  of  the  color. 

The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  general  use  of  such  a  card 
are  obvious.  It  will  simplify  the  work  of  the  makers  of  dyestuffs. 
The  manufacturers  of  textiles  welcome  it  because  it  is  to  their  interest 
to  reduce  the  variety  of  shades  that  they  are  compelled  to  produce 
or  carry  in  stock.  And  to  the  distributers  especially  it  will  be  of 
great  and  constant  value. 

Distributers  who  can  hot  place  orders  with  manufacturers,  and 
who  are  obliged  to  buy  from  stock,  have  found  it  extremely  difficult 
to  obtain  the  same  shades  in  the  different  kinds  of  goo<ls  that  are 
necessary  for  the  making  of  garments.  If  each  manufacturer  has 
his  own  line  of  colors  and  no  two  run  the  identical  tones,  the  dis- 
tributer find  that  he  has  a  silk  of  6ne  sliade,  a  velvet  of  another,  a 
ribbon  of  still  another,  the  lining  and  the  thread  and  the  buttons 
all  varyinfj  in  tone  and  incapable  of  producing  a  harmonious  effect. 
This  condition  would  be  obviated  if  the  Standard  Card  were  in 
general  use,  so  that  a  dealer  could  select  a  certain  shade  of  brown 
on  the  card  and  demand  that  the  same  sha<le  be  furnished  to  him  in 
all  of  the  materials  necessary  to  complete  garment  making.  This 
applies  also  to  millinery  and  many  features  in  household  furnishing. 

The  absence  of  a  definite  standard  on  which  to  base  color  selections 
means  a  lack  of  harmony  between  tlie  merchandise  in  the  various 
departments  of  a  store,  an  inability  to  give  complete  satisfaction  to 
purchasers,  and  the  consequent  probability  that  a  needlessly  large 
percentage  of  goods  will  remain  unsold.  The  use  of  the  card,  on  the 
other  hand,  means  effective  cooperation,  simple,  imified  procedure, 
a  great  elimination  of  dead  stock,  reduction  of  capital  invested,  and 
a  more  profitable  return. 

It  is  the  earnest  conviction  of  the  association  responsible  for  the 
card  that  every  distributer  and  manufacturer  should  be  in  possession 
of  one  in  each  department  of  his  business.  The  card  is  already  being 
used  by  many  important  firms. 


Catalogues  for  Hardware  and  Cotton  Qooda  Desired. 

The  American  consul  at  Dakar,  Senegal.  French  West  Africa,  de- 
sires catalogues  and  price  lists  from  American  manufacturers  of  tlie 
following  articles :  Iron  pots,  iron  bars  an<l  rods,  locks,  cutlasses,  and 
percales  and  other  cotton  goods  suitable  for  the  tropics,  shirts,  etc. 

So  trouble  to  bnr,  dieap,  c»iiTeni«iit,aieBl  iiiTestiiient^War  Savins.  Stampi. 

Goo»^lc 
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CAITADUIT  FREIOHT  RATES  AND  OFEBATINO  EXPENSES. 
{roQGiil  G«iipri1  John  O.  FoRter,  Ottawa,  Aug.  1.] 

The  Dominion  Railway  Board  has,  through  an  order  in  council, 
increased  the  railway  freight  rates  throughout  Canada,  effective 
August  12. 

The  "  clas.s  rat«s "  in  eastern  and  western  Canada  are  increased 
25  per  cent.  The  increases  since  March  16,  1918,  are  disallowed,  so 
that  the  "  class  rates  "  in  eastern  and  western  Canada  become  prac- 
tically the  same,  "Commodity  rates"  are  increased,  generally 
speaking,  somewhat  less  than  25  per  cent.  The  chairman  of  the 
railway  board,  in  a  stat«mcnt  relating  to  the  increases  authorized, 
states  thfit  the  estimates  of  the  increased  costs  filed  by  the  Canadian 
Railway  War  Board  show  a  total  increased  cost  of  $50,616,226,  in 
addition  to  which  there  are  further  claims  to  be  settled  by  the 
"McAdoo  award"  which  may  call  for  an  additional  simi  of  $19,- 
930,000,  making  a  possible  outlay  of  $70,546,260. 
•  The  railway  statistics  for  1917  show  the  total  freight  earnings  of 
all  systems  in  Canada  as  amounting  to  $215,245^56.  This  total 
inchideK  railways  that  are  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Parliament. 
Tile  chairman  -stated  that  increased  costs  and  war  conditions  bear 
even  more  hardh-  upon  railway  conditions  in  Canada  than  in  the 
United  States,  Railway  coal  for  Quebec  and  Ontario,  and  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  western  prairies,  is  imported  from  the  coal 
mines  of  the  Unitod  States  and  subject  to  long  hauls  by  the  Ameri- 
can carriers.  The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Co.  estimates  that  its  coal 
for  the  year  will  cost'  approximately  $800,000  more,  owing  to  the 
increase  of  freight  rates  alone  in  the  United  States:  tlie  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  $900,000;  and  the  Canadian  Northern,  $450,000. 
A  large  percentage  of  other  railway  material  required  by  the  rail- 
ways in  their  operation  is  also  imported  from  the  United  States. 
The  Canadian  railways  not  only  pay  the  ordinary  duty  but  also  a 
special  Avar  tax  on  their  coal. 

No  increases  are  allowed  on  Canadian  lines  on  paspenger,  sleeping, 
or  parlor  car  tariffs.  Tlic  chairman  added  that  the  increases  were 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  advanced  cost  of  transportation. 


INSTALLATION  OF  SEWERS  IN  DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC. 

IConsiU  Arlbur  McLwin.   Puirto   Plafn.   July   20.] 

The  Jlilitury  Government  of  the  Dominican  Republic  liiis  author- 
ized the  installation  of  a  sewerage  sy.steui  in  Santiago  do  los  Cabal- 
leros.  The  work  will  be  carried  out  in  accordance  witli  plans  pre- 
pared by  Engineer  liogaert.  The  expense  of  installing  the  sewers 
will  not  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  tlie  ordinary  budget,Lutbymeans 
of  an  imposed  contribution  from  all  landlords.  The  estimated  cost, 
including  that  of  laying  the  rain-water  sewers  of  Fort  Snn  Luis, 
is  $160,000,  to  be  divided  as  foUows:  For  iron  materials,  $30,000; 
cement,  $ri4,000;  and  labor,  $76,000.  It  is  desired  that  work  be  com- 
menced about  the  1st  of  November,  19IS,  and  completed  within  18 
montlis. 

The  City  Ciuinoi!  of  .Santiago  de  los  Caballeros  wishes  to  contract 
witli  a  company  of  good  credit  for  this  construction. 

Goo»^lc 
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SPECIAL  EXPOBT  UCEHSE  HO.  BAC-42  FOB  CEKTAIN  TRASW.X 
GOODS. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  the  revision  of  the  regulations 
under  which  shipments  of  certain  origin  and  destination,  the  impor- 
tation of  which  has  been  otherwise  licensed,  may  be  exported  without 
an  individual  export  license  when  the  same  are  being  conveyed  in 
transit,  either  in  bond  or  otherwise,  through  the  territory  or  via  any 
port  of  the  United  States.  The  regulations  which  were  announced 
on  May  4,  1918  (W.  T.  B.  E.  101),  are  now  withdrawn  and  the  fol- 
lowing are  in  substitution  thereof : 

1.  On  July  3,  1918,  the  War  Trade  Board  revised  Special  Export 
liicense  RAO-42  which  previously  had  been  issued  through  the  cus- 
toms service.  Under  this  revised  license  collectors  of  customs  are 
authorized  to  allow  to  be  exported  shipments  of  all  commodities  of 
the  origin  and/or  destination  specified  in  paragraphs  A,  B,  and  C 
below  when  the  same  are  conveyed  in  transit  through  the  territory  . 
or  via  any  port  of  the  United  States,  either  in  bond  or  otherwise,  and 
when  they  are  proposed  to  be  exported  from  or  taken  out  of  any  port 
of  the  United  States. 

(a)  Canada  and  Newfoutulland. — Cwnmodities  originating  in 
Canada  or  Newfoundland  and  destined  to  any  country  in  the  world 
except  Sweden,  European  Holland,  Denmark,  Norway,  Spain, 
Greece,  and  Switzerland. 

(J)  Great  Britain,  France,  Italy,  and  Japan  and  their  Colonies, 
Poasessians  and  Protectorates. — (lA)  Commodities  originating  in 
Great  Britain,  France,  Italy,  or  Japan  or  any  of  their  colonies, 
possessions  or  protectorateSj  when  destined  to  any  of  the  same ;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  this  license  does  not  cover  shipments  of  com- 
modities which  have  crossed  or  wliich  it  is  proposed  shall  cross  tlie- 
United  States  from  an  Atlantic  or  a  Pacific  or  Gulf  port,  from  a 
Pacific  to  an  Atlantic  or  Gulf  port,  or  from  a  Gulf  port  to  an  Atlan- 
tic or  Pacific  port. 

(2A)  Commodities  originating  in  or  destined  to  Great  Britain, 
France,  or  Italy,  excluding  their  colonies,  possessions  and  protec- 
torates; provid«xi,  however,  that  this  license  does  not  cover  shipments 
of  commodities  which  have  crosisod  or  which  it  is  proposed  shall 
cross  the  United  States  from  an  Atlantic  to  a  Pacific  or  Gulf  port, 
from  a  Pacific  to  an  Atlantic  or  Gulf  port,  or  from  a  Gulf  to  an  At- 
lantic or  Pacific  port. 

(3A)  Commodities  originating  in  anv  South  American  country,  or 
in  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Sicarngua,  Salvador,  or  Pan- 
ama, destined  for  Japan  and  carried  on  Japanese  vessels  touching  at 
any  United  States  port. 

(c)  Spain  to  Cuba  via  Porto  Rico. — Commodities  originating  in 
Spain,  its  colonies,  possessions,  and  protectorates,  and  destined  for 
Cuba  via  Porto  Rico. 

2.  Before  allowing  any  of  the  above-mentioned  shipments,  the  col- 
lector of  customs  at  the  port  of  entry  will  require,  in  the  case  of  rail 
shipments,  that  there  shall  be  noted  on  the  Customs  Carrier's  Mani- 
fest, Form  7512,  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  ultimate  consignee 
abroad  and  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  shipment  is  made  under 
license  No.  RAC-42.  A  true  copy  of  such  Customs  Carrier's  Mani- 
fest, Form  7512,  must  be  delivered  by  the  carrier  to  the  collector  of  i|(^ 
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customs  at  the  port  of  exit.  In  the  case  of  ahipineiils  by  vessel,  wlien. 
Form  7512  is  not  used,  the  collector  will  require  the  filing  of  a  copy 
of  the  ship's  manifest  or  portion  thereof,  on  which  must  be  clcarlj' 
shown  the  particular  items  thereon  which  nro  ]icense<l  under  RAC-42. 
The  copy  of  Form  7512  or  the  copy  of  the  ship's  manifest  which  is 
filed  with  the  collector  at  the  port  of  enti-y  and  exit  shall  be  for- 
warded immediately  by  the  collector  to  the  War  Trade  Board,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

3.  It  should  be  particularly  noted  that  license  RAC-4-2  authorizes 
the  exportation  of  no  commodity  which  is  not  "  in  transit "'  through 

.  the  territory  or  via  a  port  of  the  United  States.  Shippei-s  shoiUd 
also  understand  that  license  No.  KAC-42  is  an  export  license  and 
does  not  authorize  the  importation  into  the  United  States  of  any 
commodity  without  an  import  lieease,  and  also  does  not  authorize 
any  shipment  from  or  to  any  individual,  partnership,  association,  or 
corporation  whose  name  appears  on  the  Enemy  Trading  List. 

4.  Shipments  traveling  m  tnuisit  by  rail  on  Customs  Carrier's 
Manifest,  Form  7512,  must  be  covered  by  individual  import  and  ex- 
port licenses  when  .^uch  carrier  customs  manifest  docs  not  show  at 
the  time  of  entry  the  name  and  address  of  the  ultimate  consignee. 


DEVELOPMENT  OF  OKECIAH  LIGNITE  INDUSTRY. 

IVlcG  CodsmI  ilenrj  A.  11111,  Atheos,  Jul;  0.) 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  before  the  year  1915  the  demand  for 
lignite  in  Greece  was  negligible  and  that  the  only  company  then  min- 
ing this  product  was  said  to  be  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  Since 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  however,  the  demand  has  increased  so 
enormously  that  some  30  concerns  which  possessed  concessions  have 
coinmencecl  mining  the  product;  with  lucrative  results.  Besides  these 
firins  the  Mining  Office  of  uxi  Ministry' of  National  Economy  has 
issued  1C4  concessions  to  mine  magncsite  in  accordance  with  a  law 
promulgated  March  31, 1916.  Under  this  law,  if  the  holder  of  a  con- 
cession fails  to  exploit  it  the  first  informant  receives  that  privilege 
on  depositing  a  guaranty  for  account  of  the  original  holder  of  the 
concession  of  nine-tenths  of  the  expected  profit.  In  the  case  of 
lignite  the  guaranty  deposited  for  tlio  first  concession  holder  is  53 
cents  i>er  ton. 

SemRiid  for  Lignite  Due  to  Wat  Conditions. 

The  small  demand  for  lignite  in  pre-war  years  can  be  easily  under- 
stood when  it  is  considered  that  Cardiff  coal  delivered  at  the  wharf 
at  Piraeus  cost  $4.87  per  ton,  while  the  best  lignite  was  delivered  at 
the  price  of  $3.28  to  $3.47  per  ton.  When  one  realizes  that  the 
heating  power  of  lignite  is  only  half  of  that  coal  and  that  the  use 
of  lignite,  owing  to  the  moisture  produced,  damages  boilers  and 
boiler  grates,  it  is  surprising  that  there  was  any  demand  at  all 
for  it.  However,  according  to  a  statement  of  a  prominent  ship- 
owner, the  only  concerns  which  were  authorized  to  use  lignite  in  pre- 
war times  were  those  whose  coasting  steamers  ran  between  Athens 
and  Saloniki.  These  steamers  easily  deviated  from  their  route  and 
touched  at  Kymi,  a  port  of  Euboea  and  the  principal  lignite  center 
in  Greece,  to  load  hgnite;  in  this  case  lignite  was  procured  at  a 
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cheaper  rote,  as  the  freight  to  Piraeus  and  the  loading  and  un- 
loading oxpensps  were  saved. 

Since  1915  the  situation  has  chanpod  entirely;  with  the  outbreak 
of  the  European  war  coul  became  difficult  to  import  and  later  quite 
impossible.  Fuel  was  urgently  needed  to  run  power  plant,  railways, 
vessels,  etc.,  and  the  timber  of  the  country  was  either  insufficient  or 
difficult  to  exploit.  The  unused  hoards  of  lignite  were  then  remem- 
bered, and  the  mining  of  this  product  increiiHed  rapidly.  Tliis  new 
demand  for  lignite  can  be  understood  when  it  is  stated  that  Greece 
in  ordinary  times  imports  about  500,000  tons  of  coal  and  that  this 
amount  was  increasing  annually  with  the  development  of  her  infant 
industries.  During  1916  the  import  of  coal  decreased  to  112,204  tons, 
while  in  1917  the  coal  imported  was  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  navy 
and  that  supplied  to  mining  companies  who  had  sold  their  outputs 
to  the  British  or  F'rench  Government. 
Co&l  Imports — Estimated  Consumption  dnd  Frodnctlon. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  conl  into  Greece  and  the 
average  price  per  ton  for  the  years  1909  to  191C: 
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A  special  service,  created  ^me  six  months  ago.  for  the  control  of 
transportation  and  called  "La  Direction' Sui>erieure  des  Transports" 
recently  estimated  the  monthly  fuel  (lignite  or  wood)  needs  of  the 
country  at  37,000  to  42.000  tens,  distributed  as  follows:  Rteamsliip 
companies,  12,000  to  13,000  tons;  railway  companies.  7.000  to  8,000 
tons;  electric  light  company,  8,000  to  9,000  tons;  other  industries, 
9.000  to  10,000  tons;  and  varions  consumers.  1,000  to  2.000  tons. 
The  same  service  also  ^.'stimatod  that  the  production  of  lignite  for  the 
12  months  from  February,  1918,  onward  would  he  23i),000  tons,  equal 
in  heating  power  to  119,500  tons  of  coal. 

These  figures  were  presented  to  the  Interallied  Commercial  Bureau 
for  examination,  and  this  bureau  after  carefully  studying  them 
decided  to  allow  Greece  to  import  96,000  tons  of  coal  during  the 
year  1918  to  meet  its  urgent  needs.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  the 
estimates  of  the  Direction  Superieure  des  Transports  no  provision 
is  made  for  coaling  vessels  engaged  in  trans-Atlantic  or  Mediter- 
ranean journeys.  The  ships  engaged  in  those  services  must  coal  at 
the  ports  at  which  they  touch.  Also  under  the  above  estimates,  no 
provision  was  made  for  the  gas  plants  in  the  various  cities  of  Greece. 
Government  Iteg:tilates  Lignite  Hlninf. 

To  insure  the  proper  mining  of  lignite  the  Greek  Government  has 
issued  several  royal  decrees  and  promulgated  the  law  mentioned 
above.    When  creating  the  Direction  Superieure  des  Transports  the, 
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Govertiment  anthorized  it  to  "organzio  the  exploitation  of  lignite 
mines  and  the  distribution  of  this  product."  Later  this  service  was 
instructed  "  to  undertake  the  exploitation  for  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  lignite  mines,  requisitioning  thpin,  renting  them,  or  taking 
over  mines  belonging  to  tlie.  country."  The  Direction  Siipfirieuro 
des  Transimrts  is  workin"  in  strict  unison  with  the  Mining  Office  of 
the  Ministry  of  National  Economy, 

At  tlie  present  moment  the  owner  of  a  lignite  c(jn<i>M-<ion  is  perhaps 
as  mwh  envied  as  a  shipowner,  with  the  difference  that  while  he  is 
envied  for  the  immediate  profits  few  ivill  buy  his  concession.  This 
is  not  (hie  to  the  enormous  price  asked  for  a  lignite  (concession  but  to 
the  fact  tliat  everyone  fears  that  it  will  be  valueless  as  soon  as  the 
war  en<ls.  Nowadays  the  holder  of  a  concession  usually  leases  it  for 
18  months  or  2  years,  J5  per  cent  of  the  profits  being  paid  him. 
Pioipects  ot  Indnstrr  After  the  War. 

Tlie  question  has  rec<'ntly  been  raised  as  to  wliether  Greek  lignite 
will  .lell  after  tlie  war.  The  Mining  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Na- 
tional Economy  believes  that  for  years  to  come  Greek  lignite  will 
find  a  good  local  market,  and  that  altliough  the  smaller  raining  coni- 
panit's  will  have  to  close  their  mines  the  larger  ones  will  continue 
to  work  at  the  same  pressure  as  to-day.  The  more  pessimistic  busi- 
ness man  argues  that  when  the  Dardanelles  are  thrown  open  to  mer- 
chant vessels  Greece  will  be  able  to  procure  as  much  coal  as  she  then 
desires  from  England,  and  there  will  be  no  demand  for  lignite.  This 
will  be  the  case  should  the  merchant  vessels  going  to  a  port  in  the 
Black  Sea  to  load  wheat  bring  coal  to  Greece  in  ballast  at  prewar 

firices.  It  slundd  be  borne  in  mind  in  this  connection  that  Greek 
ignite  mines  have  been  able  to  improve  their  plants  by  installing 
Iw-anville  railwavs,  building  dwellings  for  the  lahoi-ers,  providing 
inarfiinerv.  etc.,  during  the  war;  perhaps  therefore  in  peace  times 
they  may  be  able  to  supply  lignite  at  lower  prices  than  heretofoi-e. 
American  Haohinerr  Imported — iBoreated  Prioei  of  lignite. 

A  company  is  now  being  formed  for  manufacturing  briquets  from 
lignite  and  is  importing  a  considerable  amount  of  machinery  (coal 
crnsliers.  cylindrical  screens,  bricked  elevatoi-s,  briquetting  presses, 
blower  fans,  cylindrical  driers,  etc.)  for  this  purpose  irom  the 
United  States.  A  member  of  this  company  states  that  the  briquets 
manufactured  will  be  of  excellent  quality,  and  tlint  it  is  hoped  that 
the  gas  plants  in  Greece  will  be  able  to  use  them  in  the  manufacture 
of  gas.  The  Greek  Government  seems  interested  in  this  company 
and  is  assisting  it. 

The  following  figures  of  the  selling  price  of  a  ton  of  lignite  for 
the  past  four  vcars  arc  of  interest:  1914.  ^.2S;  1M5,  $4.19;  1910, 
$8.40;  and  1917,  ?10.G2  U>  $19.30.  These  figures  seem  large,  but  it 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  that  tlie  cost  of  mining  mateiial 
and  labor  has  greatly  increased  during  the  past  years. 
Klcnlte  Prodveti«B. 

A  good  idea  of  the  increased  production  of  lignite  during  the  last 
few  years  may  be  gained  from  the  following  figure,* :  1909.  3,873  tons; 
1910,  1,500;  1913,  170;  1914,  20,002;  1915,  39,74-.;  IHUl,  Sl,4Gfi;  and 
1917, 153,240  tons. 
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Below  is  shown  from  what  ttistricts  the  li^Ite  is  exploited  and  the 
amount  taken  from  each  during  1917.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  largest 
quantity  is  mined  at  Kymi. 


Euboea: 

Tong. 

Peloponnefius : 

Messenla 

Tom. 

__    31.238 
"         '536 

„  101, 722 

Paakhnn 

ArgollB  and  Corlnth__ 

„      1, 100 

Total 

LacoQla 

1, 182 

Atticfl : 

Megara 

,_      8. 184 
__       2, 747 

_     35,546 

153,240 

Total 

The  mines  of  Kymi,  besides  producing  the  largest  quantity  of  lig- 
nite, also  produce  the  best  quality, 
large  8iippl7  Available. 

The  deposits  of  lignite  seem  to  be  large  and  are  not  in  danger  of 
being  quickly  exhausted.  It  is  difficult,  liowever,  to  estimate  with  ac- 
curacy the  quantity  of  lignite  in  Greece.  It  is  estimated  that  there 
are  deposits  of  10,000,000  tons  at  Kvmi,  2,500,000  tons  at  Aliveri,  and 
some  15,000.000  tons  in  the  remainder  of  Greece.  At  the  present  rate 
of  exploitation,  the  deposits  will  last  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  capital  invested  in  the  lignite  industry  at  the  end  of  1917  was 
estimated  at  15,000,000  drachmas  ($2,895,000).  Since  that  time  the 
amount  has  increased. 

At  the  present  moment  lignite  has  replaced  coal  in  practically 
every  industry  in  Greece,  and  tlie  demand  for  this  product  is  enor- 
mous. The  railways  of  Greece  are  run  by  lignite;  the  power  plants, 
when  in  a  position  to  obtain  it,  use  lignite;  the  coasting  vessels  aJso 
use  lignite.  However,  this  fuel  is  spoiling  grates  which  are  un- 
adapted  for  its  use,  and  in  most  cases  industries  are  looking  forward 
to  tlie  day  when  they  will  be  able  to  ban  lignite  from  their  establish- 
ments forever.  The  amount  of  Greek  lignite  used  to  replace  coal 
seems  to  be  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one.  As  soon  as  the  war  ends 
Greece  will  make  immediate  efforts  to  secure  the  large  quantities  of 
coal  now  so  badly  needed. 
BrltUb  Coal  Imported  Largely  In  Honnal  Times.  , 

It  should  be  remembered  that  Greece  in  normal  times  imports  more 
than  500,000  tons  of  coal  annually.  This  amount  consists  usually  of 
10  per  cent  Welsh  coal  {best  Cardiif) ;  25  per  cent  second  quality 
Welsh  (Newport) ,  containing  20  to  30  per  cent  of  small  coal  used  for 
factories  and  steamers;  10  per  cent  coal  of  second  quality  used  only 
for  obtaining  gas;  35  per  cent  bunkering  coal  (Durham,  Yorkshire, 
and  Northumberland) ;  10  per  cent  patent  briquets;  and  10  per  cent 
German  coal.  As  will  be  seen  from  this,  England  has  had  practically 
the  monopoly  of  coal  in  the  past.  After  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
America  snipped  a  certain  quantity  of  coal  to  Greece.  American  coal 
that  sold  best  was  the  "  Pocahontas"  grade. 

The  question  whether  America  can  compete  with  England  after  the 
war  in  exporting  coal  to  Greece  has  often  been  discussed  by  this  office. 
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In  the  past  Etij^lish  vessels  usually  unloaded  conl  at  Pimcus  on  tlieii- 
way  to  a  port  m  the  Black  Sea  to  load  grain.  They  thus  brcmglit 
coai  to  Greece  at  a  nominal  freiglit,  preferring  to  do  this  than  como 
out  in  ballast.  Therefore,  if  the  United  State';  is  fo  compete  with 
Enghmd  in  this  commerce  it  will  have  to  l>e  iissmvd  tliut  sliiiw*  ex- 
porting coal  to  (ireeoe  will  come  back  ladpn.  It  in  thought  that  this 
might  Ik'  done  thioiigh  arranging  cargoes  of  tobaccu.  skins,  emery, 
magnesitp,  and  marbles  from  <irec<»,  with  licorice  root,  rarpetH.  dried 
fruits,  emcrj',  and  tobacco  fi'om  Turkey. 
Uuloading  Coal  at  Piraeus. 

In  normal  times  ships  discharged  in  tlie  port  of  Pinicns  at  the 
rate  of  400  tons  per  day,  except  when  a  strong  southeast  wind  was 
blowing,  which  made  unloading  difficult.  After  the  outbreak  of  the 
Eui-opean  wai',  when  even  a  few  days'  delay  meant  a  great  loss  to  a 
steamer,  owing  to  the  increase  of  freights,  steamers  of  four  or  five 
thousand  tons  succeeded  in  unloading  500  tons  a  day  on  an  average. 
It  has  been  stated,  however,  that  larger  ships  witli  four  holds  and 
se)>arate  winches  for  each  hold  coidd  discharge  easily  700  tons  per 
day. 

Formerly  the  coal  meithanis  at  Piraeus  lield  a  stock  of  about 
60.000  tons  of  coal  available  for  purchase  at  $5  to  $9  per  ton.  After 
the  war  broke  out  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  blockade  of  December, 
lOlG.  to  June,  1917,  fair  amounts  of  Welsh  steam  coal  and  American 
Pocahontas  could  be  obtained  at  Piraeus  at  $55  or  $00  per  ton. 

Ship.s  coming  in  during  that  period  nnfl  desiring  coal,  on  giving 
notice  the  evening  before,  coidd  begin  coaling  the  next  morning  at 
the  late  of  300  tons  per  <lay ;  in  those  days  coal  was  always  kept  on 
lighters.  A  fleet  desiring  to  coal  could,  on  4  or  5  davs'  notice,  obtain 
l,000tons  daily. 

[A  I'eport  mi  llgiiilc  iiiliiiiit;  In  Gi'cek  Mmeilonla  wnfi  imUlislLt'il  in  Commeuck 
KeMbts  ft>i-  AiiR.  7.  1918.  A  1lKtfit>t  Uie  priaclpol  coal  iixTchtiiitH  of  I'traens 
mnj-  bo  uljtuiiK'd  from  tlic  lUu'euu  of  Foreign  and  Douiosiic  roiimicroe  or  tts 
(list  i-ii"t  iiiifl  fnoporjitive  nfliccs  upon  refcrrlnpr  In  flic  No.  H>44-t9.] 


Borm)  voiuHES  of  cohhebce  befobts  desired. 

The  Tanners'  Council  desires  to  purchase  certain  of  the  quarterly 
bound  volumes  of  Co3t>iF.ncE  Eeforts  from  owners  of  these  bool^ 
who  liaic  no  further  use  for  them.  The  volumes  desired  are  the  first 
three  quarters  of  1910,  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  1911,  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  quarters  of  1912,  the  second,  third,  and 
fourth  quarters  of  1913,  the  third  quarter  of  1914,  and  the  second, 
tliird,  and  foiu-th  quarters  of  191G.  Persons  who  have  these  vol- 
umes and  who  are  willing  to  dispose  of  them  are  reqiiested  to  com- 
municate with  the  Taimcrs'  Council,  1753  Rhode  Island  Avenue 
NAV.,  "Woshingfon,  D.  C. 


Kevised  Cnraalative  Supplement  to  Enemy  Tradii^  List. 

The  War  Trade  Board  has  issued  a  cuiLudative  stipplenieiit  to  the 
Enemy  Trading  List  containing  additions,  removals,  and  corrections 
from  March  15  to  July  20,  191S. 
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PBOFOSAIS  f OB  OOVEBNHEHT  SUPPLIES  AHD  CONSTSTTCTIOR, 

hnurd  be  airoct  with  the  oBlcea  Damed,  and  EppdrlcKtloBa  and  oibet 
ally  bo  obtain?!]  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  Ia  b«  dellTeted 
B  piTformed.  In  cases  where  the  lime  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit 
em,  tlipy  ithoiiUI  ask  In  be  placed  on  the  mailing  Hals  ot  sueh  ulDcca 
HIdk  (or  future  supplies  or  work  ot  a  ^mllac  nature.) 

Buoy  thacktcs,  Ko.  5372. — Sealed  proposdla  will  be  recelvprt  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lighthouses,  Tompklnsvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  September  16.  1918; 
for  3,0U0  buoy  shacklesi.  326,000  pounds  cost-iron  sinkers,  71,000  pounds 
cnst-iron  ballast  bslla,  620,000  pounds  Iron  mooring  chtiln,  CG  can.  nun,  and 
cone  buoys,  2  whlHtllug  buoys,  4  bell  buoys,  and  20  gas-lighted  buoy  bodies. 

Binding,  No,  5373.~Senled  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe  Medical  Supply 
Depot  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  Son  Francisco,  Cnl,,  until 
August  20,  1918,  fur  binding  25  volumes,  more  or  less. 

Post-offtce  repaint.  No.  5374. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelveil  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Olllce.  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  28,  1018.  for  special  repairs  at  the  post  oflice  and  courthouse  at 
Blughaniton.  N.  Y. 

Tent  liouses.  No.  5S75.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Supenlslng 
Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Deimrtmeut,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Augiut 
26,  1018,  for  tent  houses  fur  the  Marine  Hospital,  Key  West,  Fla. 

PorfA  comtnicllon.  No.  5376. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Treiisury  Department,  Washington,  I>.  C,  until 
August  30,  1918,  for  roofed  porches  on  the  surgeon's  house  and  executive 
building  and  changes  In  heating  at  the  Bultlmore  station. 

Ueckanical  equipment.  No.  5377.— Seale<l  proposals  will  he  received  at  tlie 
Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  September  5,  1918,  for  the  completion  of  the  mechanical  equipment, 
except  elevator  and  lighting  fixtures,  of  the  customhouse,  appraisers'  stores, 
and  courthouse  at  Wilmington,  N.  C 


IMPORT  PROHIBITIONS  IH  JAMAICA. 

In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  ofhoi-  British  West  Indian  colo- 
nies, the  government  of  Jamaica  has  prohibited  the  importation  into 
the  island  of  certain  goods  unless  imported  under  license  given  by 
the  Governor.  The  proclamation,  dated  July  25  and  effective  from 
that  date,  was  publiwricd  in  the  Jamaica  Gazette  of  July  25,  a  copy  of 
which  was  forwarded  by  the  Consul  at  Kingston,  XKe  articles  thus 
prohibited  from  importation  are  the  following:  Motor  cars  and 
chassis  and  parts  and  accessories  of  motor  cars  except  such  parts 
and  accessories  as  may  be  needed  for  the  repair  of  motor  cars  already 
in  use  in  the  island j  furniture  and  manufactured  joinery;  perfumery 
of  all  kinds,  including  perfumed  spirits. 
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SEVSH  UOBIES'  IZFOBTS  lEOH  LONDON  TO  nNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  England,  Aus-  1.] 
The  Bgjrrcgftte  of  declared  exports  from  Ixindon  to  the  United 
States  for  the  seven  months  ending  July  31,  1918,  totaled  $39,671,453, 
compared  with  $96,768,793  for  the  same  period  in  1917.    The  princi- 
pal items  entering  into  the  foregoing  figures  were : 


7  months  cndod  July 

ArUclis. 

T  monlhs  ended  July 

1917 

WIS 

,m 

1.,. 

?SSi;™;:;::;::::; 

7,»oO,oa7 

3,87S,49J 

10,r2,M7 
■1,«3,84J 

11 

"■!»!■:!; 

vn 

The  total  for  the  month  of  July,  1918,  reached  $4,438,127,  against 
$8,420,291  in  1917.  During  the  month  precious  stones  totaled  $1,- 
223,412,  compared  with  $893,712  in  June;  rubber,  $117,708,  against 
$154,751;  tin,  $281,744,  against  $322,523;  furs,  $240,769,  against 
$208,157;  and  art,  $80,491,  against  $23,811.  The  aggregate  for  the 
month  compares  with  $3,261,785  in  June.  T?»ere  were  no  shipments 
of  hides,  tea,  or  wool,  but  one  shipment  occut,T«d  of  precious  metal 
residues  valued  at  $147,096. 


COHUEBCIAL  INVOICES  FOR  SHIFHENTS  TO  FANAIU. 

A  law  of  December  15,  1917,  published  in  the  Gaceta  Oficia!  of 

December  24  makes  certain  additions  to  the  fiscal  code,  among  them 

an  important  requirement  regarding  the  documents  for  all  shipments 
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to  Panama.  Accoixiing  to  article  9  of  that  law,  all  sliipmeiits  for- 
warded to  Panama  must  be  provided  with  original  invoices  from  each 
factory,  merchant,  or  company  that  lias  supplied  any  article  included 
in  tho  shipment.  Such  original  invoices  must  contain  tiic  .sale  price 
and  quantity  of  the  articles  and,  in  addition,  a  sworn  decIuratioD  by 
tho  seller  that  these  statements  are  correct.  The  consuls  of  Panama 
are  instructed  to  refuse  to  eertifj'  consular  invoices  for  shipments  in 
case  the  required  commercial  in\oicei5  are  not  pi'eseiited.  Tiicire  com- 
mercial invoices  are,  of  course,  additional  to  the  consular  invoices,  six 
copies  of  which  are  regularly  required  with  all  shipments. 

Express  and  parcel  post  shipments  do  not  require  consular  certifi- 
cation, but  the  original  commercial  invoices  as  described  above  must 
nevertheless  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  collector's  office  at  tlie  port 
of  destination  in  Panama.  Practically  all  duties  under  the  customs 
tariff  of  Panama  are  ad  valorem  rate^  nud  the  commercial  invoices 
will  be  of  use  in  establisliing  the  true  value  of  goods.  In  case  of 
failure  to  present  these  invoices,  double  duties  will  be  cliaxged. 

Express  companies  are  not  required  to  apply  for  consular  certifi- 
cation of  their  shipments,  but  the  usual  consular  fe^  will  be  collected 
for  such  shipments  upon  arrival  at  tlie  port  of  de.sfination. 

Discrepancies  between  the  consular  invoices  and  the  c<Hnmercial  in- 
voices will  not  prevent  the  forwarding  of  the  shipment,  but  the  con- 
sul must  make  note  of  such  difTercuccs  on  each  copy  of  the  consular 
invoice.  Evidence  of  intention  to  defraud  the  customs  in  the  pay- 
ment of  dues  win  subject  the  cojisi^'iicc  to  a  (inc. 
Form  of  DecUratioa  by  the  Seller. 

Additions  to  these  provisions  weii'  eiuicled  in  a  decree  of  the 
President  of  Panama  effective  from  April  1,  1918,  a  copy  of  which 
has  been  furnished  by  Consul  (ieneral  Alban  Snyder,  The  new  re- 
quirements are  as  follows ; 

Shippers  must  present  liivoicc-j*  «r  lillls  of  iHiii-liasc  to  Paii.Tiiitiuliifi  ruiisiils 
for  all  articles  shipped  to  Pnniimn. 

These  must  be  tlie  orificinnls,  n-hicli  tlic  iiurclmsci-  i^linuld  roccive  or  <1cuiaud 
with  each  piireliase  fruai  the  it^nt,  luanufHctfli'er.  oi'  uier(.-hfiiit  makinfc  the 
sale,  and  tlic  seltct:  slioukl  wviU-  an<i  sinn  oa  such  (loL'UiiientN  a  dtK'larntloa  na 

"  I  declare  under  oath  that  the  quautltii's  iiud  prices  of  iho  merchandise 
referred  to  In  this  receipted  bill  arc  tnie." 

The  consul  will  make  nud  authenticate  two  copies  ot  the  orlRinn!  Invoice  or 
bill;  one  for  tbe  records  of  the  consulate  and  one  for  the  Treasury  OJTice  at 
port  of  dCMtiniitiou.  The  origianl  will  ho  seut  to  the  .\udilor  Uenerul  of  the 
Treasury. 

When  the  shipper  and  the  manufacturer  or  seller  ai-e  the  same,  the  ileelara- 
tlon  previoasly  mentioned  will  he  luade  before  the  coiisiul  on  the  comtnerelal 
Invoice  sent  to  the  owner  or  consienee. 

fAdditions  to  the  consular  regulations  for  Panama  as  shown  on 
p.  M  of  Tariff  Series  No.  24,  Consular  Regulations  of  Foreign  Coun- 
tries— Canada  and  Latin  America,  should  be  made  in  accordance 
with  the  new  i-cquirenicnts. 

A  ruling  adoiitcd  in  1917  (see  CoiuiEBCE  Rei'ORTS  for  June  G,  1917, 
or  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  25,  p.  183)  provides  for  the  payment 
at  the  port  of  destination  in  Panama  of  fees  for  consular  certification 
of  invoices.] 

Give  Onr  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance— Buy  War-Saviiiga  Stamps. 
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CHUlTGEINa'S  EXPORT  OF  COW  AND  BUFFALO  HIDES. 

[Conanl  O,  C.  Hanaon,  Chongklng,  China,  Jane  24.] 

Cow  and  buffalo  hides  exported  through  the  Chinese  Maritime 
Customs  at  Chungking  originate  in  Tibet  and  western  Scechwan 
and  are  prepared  for  shipment  abroad  at  Hankow.  The  customs 
export  figures  for  certain  years  since  1908  follow  in  hundredweight 
of  100  pounds:  1908,  32,771  hundredweight;  1912,  29.280;  1914, 
40056;  1915,  64,375;  1916,  44,915;  and  1917,  43,258  hundredweight. 

In  1912,  war  in  the  Balkans  gave  rise  to  large  orders  for  military 
purposes  and  proved  very  stimulating  to  the  export  of  West  China 
hides.  This  trade  increased  until  1914,  when  the  European  war 
created  an  unusual  demand  for  hides.  Toward  the  end  of  1914 
local  dealers  received  orders  from  Shanghai  to  buy  at  any  price, 
find  a  large  increase  in  exports  resulted.  War  demands  continued 
to  benefit  this  trade  throughout  1915,  the  export  figures  for  that 
year  reaching  the  record  figure  of  64,375  hundredweight.  The  chief 
exporters  of  hides  were  the  local  cotton  yam  merchants,  who  are  as 
a  class  the  most  influential  traders  at  Chungking. 

Local  dealers  in  cotton  yarn  formerly  financed  their  imports  of 
cotton  yarn  by  exports  of  silk,  but  having  lost  heavily  in  siSk  the 
previous  year,  they  turned  their  attention  to  hides  (and  also  skins) 
instead,  and,  apart  from  the  large  war  demands,  their  fostering  the 
(rade  was  no  doubt  partially  responsible  for  the  large  figures  for 
1915.  Lack  of  ccean  shipping  and  political  troubles  in  West  China 
began  adversely  to  affect  the  growing  hide  trade  in  1916,  when  ex- 
ports fell  off,  and  were  felt  with  full  force  in  1917,  when  the  fall 
export  trade  was  interfered  with,  due  to  the  activity  of  brigands 
and  other  disturbances. 

American  merchants  interested  in  West  China  hides  should,  for 
the  present  time,  make  inquiries  at  Hankow  in  regard  to  this  trade 
rather  than  at  Chungking. 


CONDITIONING  JAPANESE  PBODUCTS  FOB  EZPOBT. 

|We«k1;  BulletiD,  Canadian  Department  ol  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Aug.  S-l 

A  conference  was  held  in  June  in  the  Japanese  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce  by  officials  and  codfish  exporters  to  start 
the  conditioning  of  codfish  for  export  with  a  view  to  retaining  and 
enlarging  the  oversea  market.  Mr.  Tsunimi,  Director  of  the  Fishery 
Bureau,  stated  that  the  Government  would  secure  a  good  market 
abroad  for  Japanese  dried  codfi.sh  by  preventing  the  exportation  or 
bad  goods.  In  the  opinion  of  the  authorities  the  shipment  of  cod- 
fish has  become  one  of  the  principal  departments  of  Japan's  export 
trade,  and  its  maintenance  is  therefore  highly  important. 

Tokyo  brush  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hair  and  bristles 
recently  held  a  meeting  and  decided  to  start  conditioning  export 
goods  m  order  to  hold  their  oversea  markets  against  foreign  com- 
petition. They  will  act  in  conjunction  with  manufacturers  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Pencil  men  will  soon  follow  their  example. 
The  unions  of  celluloid-goods  manufacturers  in  Japan  are  going  to 
organize  a  central  council  throng  which  every  article  for  export 
wUI  be  conditioned. 
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SHALLEB  SALES  OF  AHEKICAN  TUKFENTINE  JS  CAHASA. 

[Consul  Felli  8.  B.  Jatuuon,  KlDgstoD,  OaUri«,  Aug,  13.] 

The  sale  of  Amorican  turpentine  in  Canada  has  decreased  in  1918 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  1917,  owing  to  trans- 
portation difficulties.  In  many  oi  the  larpe  distributing  centers 
where  there  has  been  a  steady  demand  for  this  product  there  hare 
been  insufficient  sliipmeiits  to  fill  all  the  orders.  Canadian  dealers 
have  been  doing  their  best  to  meet  the  demands  by  parceling  out 
what  goods  they  have  among  as  many  as  possible. 

The  latest  advices  indicate  that  there  will  be  no  substantial  relief 
for  some  time.  The  dearth  from  which  botli  dealers  and  consumers 
are  suffering  indicates  that  the  yield  of  1918  will  be  entirely  used  up 
and  large  drafts  made  on  supplies  carried  over  from  the  previous 
year. 

Canada  has  been  a  large  buyer  of  turpentine  and  resin  from  the 
United  Slates  for  many  years.  The  1916-17  purchases  were  Uie 
largest  on  record.  This  yearns  purchase  for  the  Canadian  custom's 
fiscal  year  ending  March  31  show  a  decrease.  The  turpentine  and 
i-esin  imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  past  nine  years  are  as 
follows : 


ycofs. 

Rrsla. 

Y««. 

K-ln. 

Oiutt<i/iO 

17,0*0 
21.930 
20,700 
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30, M7 
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UAXIUUU  FKICES  FOB  TANNED  SHEEFSEIHS  DI  ITALY. 

[Consul  Cenci'al   David   F.  Wilbur.   Genoa,  July   18.1 

The  Gazefta  Uflieiale  for  Jimc  25,  1918,  contains  a  ministerial  de- 
cree fixing  maximum  prices  for  chrome  tanned  black  polished  sheep- 
skins as  follows  per  square  foot:  First  choice,  2  lire;  second  choice, 
1.80  lire;  third  choice,  1.60  lire;  first  lining,  1,40  lire;  and  second  lin- 
ing, 1.20  lire.  [The  Italian  lira  at  normal  exchange  is  equivalent  to 
19.3  cents  United  States  currency.]  In  bulk  these  skins  arc  fixed  at  a 
maximum  price  of  1.74  lire  per  square  foot. 

Tannin  may  be  used  for  skins  that  arc  unfit  for  chrome  tanning, 
and  the  following  na'nics  and  prices  are  established:  First  lining 
(tannin).  1.20 lire;  and  second  lining  (tannin),  1  lira. 

These  prices  arc  for  goods  at  the  establishments,  packing  not  in- 
cluded, and  ciish  without  diseoinit.  For  time  payments  interest  js  to 
be  paid. 

Every  skin  must  liear  stamped  on  the  inner  side,  in  a  legible  and 
indelible  manner,  the  name  of  the  manufacturer,  the  choice,  and  the 
words  "  Kationnl  Shoos."  Those  skins  are  held  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Ministry  of  Industry,  Commerce,  and  Labor  and  shall  be  exclusively 
assigned  to  shoe  factories  for  the  production  of  national  boots  ana 
shoes. 

No  tronble  to  bti7,  cheap,  convenient,  a  real  invcstinent — W*t  SaTlng  Stampi. 
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LATTSAITNE  Aim  THE  SWISS  FADl. 

[Vice  Consul  John  T.  HcCutcheon,  Laosannc,  July  17.] 

The  Union  of  Commercial  and  Industrial  Associations  for  the 
Canton  of  Vaud,  Switzerland,  held  an  important  meeting  at  Njon,  in 
this  Canton,  on  June  20, 1918. 

After  transacting  the  usnal  business  of  the  union,  future  develop- 
ments were  discussed.  The  predominant  question  was  that  of  or- 
ganizing the  Swiss  Fair  at  Lausanne  for  a  future  date.  This  im- 
fiortant  fair  has  been  held  in  the  past  at  Basel,  in  German  Switzer- 
nnd.  The  business  men  of  this  section  are  veiy  desirous  of  bringing 
this  fair  to  Lausanne,  which  is  near  the  center  of  French  Switzerland, 
on  alternate  years  or  at  least  once  every  three  years.  This  has  raised 
a  point  of  keen  competition  between  the  cities  of  Lausanne  and 
Basel. 

M.  Failletaz,  president  of  t]ie  union,  stated  that  tliey  had  been 
making  a  study  of  the  question  of  bringing  the  Swiss  Fair  to  Lau- 
sanne. He  stat«d  that  thev  had  never  contemplated  taking  the  fair 
away  from  the  city  of  Basel,  as  had  been  imputed  by  the  press  of  that 
city,  but  that  they  wished  only  to  alternate  with  Basel  in  this  regard, 
and  that  by  alternating  they  meant  to  leave  the  greater  share  to 
Basel ;  that  is,  they  wislied  to  have  the  fair  held  twice  at  Basel  for 
German  Switzerland  for  each  time  it  was  held  once  at  Lausanne  for 
the  French  part  of  Switzerland.  Formerly  this  question  between 
the  two  Cantons  had  been  discussed  before  M.  Schultess,  chief  of  the 
Department  of  Economic  Affairs,  but  despite  this  arbitration  they 
had  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  an  agreement  which  would  take  into 
account  the  rights  of  French  Switzerland. 

The  president  of  the  union  stated  that  if  in  the  near  future  they 
could  not  arrive  at  an  agreement  on  alternate  dates  for  the  fair,  they 
would  continue  to  organize  the  fair.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  believe 
this  task  would  be  too  great  for  the  ability  and  enterprise  of  the 
business  men  of  this  section  of  Switzerland. 


HOKKAIDO'S  DECEEASED   OUTPUT   OF  HEENTHOL. 

[Conaul    Geaeral    Oecrge    H.    Svldmore,    YDkobaiDB.    Jnpan.J 

The  Japan  Advertiser  says  that  the  year's  crop  of  menthol  in  tho 
Hokkaido,  which  is  known  to  have  been  curtailed  very  much  owing 
to  farmers'  preference  of  beans  and  peas,  which  bring  more  re- 
muneration, is  now  estimated  by  Tokyo  dealei-s  to  be  1,238,000  bushels, 
in  round  figures,  being  a  reduction  of  one-third  of  the  normal. 

On  the  strength  of  this  reduced  crop  the  Advertiser  says  that  the 
market  for  menthol  canes  and  oil  here  is  becoming  stronger  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  export  trade  is  flagging.  Since  last  report  no 
foreign  order  for  large  parcels  has  been  received  by  exporters,  and 
it  is  held  the  season  will  be  marked  with  no  more  active  foreign 
shipment.  However,  the  domestic  market  is  believed  to  show  a 
greater  acfiviry  as  tlie  summer  season  advances,  and  the  present 
strong  tendency  will  be  easy  to  maintain. 

At  present  menthol  cnnes  are  qnoted  at  7.50  yen  ($3.74)  per  pound, 
while  menlhol  oil  is  offered  at  2.;i0  yen  ($1.15)  per  pound,  but  it  is 
confidently  hoped  by  dealers  that  soon  those  planes  will  be  sur- 
passed once  the  domestic  market  starts  its  buying  in  earnest. 

Goo»^lc 
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LONDOH  SUHHEB  FUR  SALE.. 

[CouBul  General  Holiett  P.  Sklnoer,  London,  Buglanil,  Jul;  23.1 

Like  its  immediate  predece'^sors,  the  London  summer  fur  sale 
proved  most  successful  and  the  prices  realized  were  above  those  rul- 
ing at  the  spring  sale  in  many  cases.  At  the  same  time  the  greater 
pr<H)ortion  of  a  few  descriptions  of  skins  had  to  be  withdrawn  owing 
to  lack  of  demand  or  competition. 

The  offerings  consisted  chiefly  of  full  winter  skins  which,  it  is 
stated,  would  have  been  included  in  tlie  spring  sale  under  normal 
conditions.  The  attendance  was  good,  but  mainly  limited  to  home 
buyers.  France  bought  comparatively  little  and  few  goods  were 
purchased  for  the  American  market. 

The  brokers  anticipate  that  owing  to  various  Government  restric- 
tions and  to  shipping  difficulties,  supplies  will  be  further  restricted, 
in  consequence  of  wliich  the  present  liigh  prices  are  likely  to  be 
maintained  during  the  year. 
Tendency  of  Salei. 

Compared  witli  the  spring  sale,  the  following  classes  of  fur  skins 
advanced  ■'>  per  cent:  Australian  opossum,  pale  and  red  varieties; 
and  raccoon,  of  which  there  was  only  a  small  offering.  Ten  per  cent 
advances  occurred  with  black,  brown,  and  grizzly  bear,  southwestern 
wolf,  baum  and  stone  marten,  squirrel,  soutnem  and  black  musquash, 
and  white  fox.  Of  the  last  named,  however,  a  considerable  portion 
had  to  be  withdrawn  owing  to  the  exceedingly  high  limits  placed  on 
them.  American  opossum,  whicli  were  prmcipally  "  unscraped," 
were  eagerly  bid  for  and  advanced  12^  per  cent,  while  skunk,  which 
.were  of  excellent  t|uality,  gained  15  per  cent.  There  was  a  fairly 
largo  offering  of  siher  fox,  which  met  with  active  competition,  re- 
sulting in  an  advance  of  20  per  cent,  as  did  also  house  cat  and  white 
hare,  while  wallaby  and  wolverine  advanced  30  per  cent. . 

Tlie  following  realized  spring  prices:  Kangaroo,  western  and 
northwestern  wolf,  marten,  Russian  sable,  mink  (principally  south- 
western skins  offered),  cross  and  blue,  gray,  kitt,  cape,  and  red  fox, 
wild  cat,  ermine,  kolinsky,  beaver,  and  badger.  The  Caucasian  and 
continental  kinds  of  red  fox  had  to  be  withdrawn  owing  to  high 
limits,  and  the  same  occurred  with  Russian  ermine. 

In  the  case  of  fitch,  fisher,  and  chinchilla  the  demand  was  so  weak 
that  the  greater  proportions  thereof  were  withdrawn.  Decreased 
prices  were  realized  for  southern  wolf,  civet  cat,  otter,  and  nutria 
(all  10  per  cent  lower),  and  mole  (20  per  cent) ;  but  moufflon,  of 
which  there  had  been  no  offerings  during  any  of  the  1917  or  previous 
1018  sales,  sold  well. 
duantttles  Sold. 

Except  in  the  cases  of  mole,  white  hare,  fitch,  stone  maitcu,  wolf, 
wild  cat,  and  otter,  the  aggregalo  of  individual  chisses  of  skins  sold 
was  less  than  at  the  spring  safe,  considerably  so  in  respect  to  raccoon, 
skunk,  mink,  house  cat,  civet  cat,  kolinsky,  ermine,  squiiTel,  Aus- 
tralian opo-ssnm,  wallaby,  and  nutria,  while  olher  varieties  which 
declined  in  number  included  musquash.  American  opossum,  red  fox, 
lamb,  and  ringtail  opossum. 
White  Fox  Furs  in  Fashion. 

As  mentioned  above,  an  cxccssivoly  high  limit  was  i)laced  on  wliite 
fox,  due  doubtless  to  their  being  in  favor  for  fashion  wear.     Prior  .to 
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the  war  a  good  skin  could  be  purchased  for  about  $17,  and  a  stole 
for  $48.67,  and  these  were  considered  a  fair  price;  but  at  pi'esent 
$97.33  is  deemed  not  unreasonable  for  a  similar  stole,  while  a  mnff  of 
white  fox  would  cost  approximately  double  that  figure. 


YEAB'S  BECOBD  OF  COTTON  SEES  AlID  PEOSUCTS. 

A  preliminary  report  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the 
Census  eives  the  amount  of  cotton  seed  received  at  mills  in  the  United 
States  during  the  period  from  August  1,  1917,  to  July  31,  1918,  as 
4,260,273  tons.  This  does  not  include  33,927  tons  on  hand  August  1 
nor  201,106  tons  rephipped.  The  quantity  of  seed  crushed  (luring 
this  period  was  4,2rr7.825  tons,  and  the  quantity  on  handat  the  mills 
on  July  31  was  36,375  tons. 

Cottonseed  products  manufactured,  shipped  out,  and  on  hand  were 
as  follows: 


Items. 

On  hand 
Aug.l. 

'iSff/.!:'- 

Bhiprpd  oiit 
Jul>-  31." 

Onhuia 
July  31. 

*  15,477,352 
»29S,7SJ,I!« 

8;ao7 

1,317,  U0,7M 

i>lS,TO7,«10 

61,0)1 

feXVv;.v.v-:v;."^r.'"''S*:;: 

Motw,  srahbob,  uid  sweoplngii.  .do. . . . 

'Jnr-fiidf  l.mt.m  and  a.Ml.siS  pounds  he'd  bv  roflnbw  and  mantitartiirlrn  o-t3b'lihBieii»  and 
S^l,7ai)>nd  n.!<2;,l3i  po-indi  in  transit  to  relnm  and  ''oisiiniors  \ue,  I  nnd  Jiilv  31.  ro^iie-al'e'v. 

»  Ini^liidm  15.2110.429  atid  S.IW.tWO  r"iinrt=  tipd  Ijv  rcHners.  liro'ors.  awnt',  nnd  vmre"  o;Kem8n  ol  n'sroi 
of'er  than  rcTnerici  Hnd  mBniifiyliin™!  eslat>'is!unpnt?  and  3,K5I,4<5  and  S  .^■W.!99  nwmd'  In  tran«it  to 
maniiCiotnrer!!  ol  lard  uih-^iitiilw.  o'l.'Dnisi'KBrHc,  snjip,  etc.,  Aug.  1  and  Jiily  31,  reaierUiely. 

c  Produced  Irom  1,290,217,5^4  pounds  of  crude  oil. 

Imports  of  cottonseed  oil  for  the  year  amounted  to  16,967,737 
pounds.  Exports  of  cottonseed  products  for  the  same  period  were : 
Oil,  108,663,0+2  pounds;  cake  and  meal,  19,051  tons;  and  linters, 
187,704  mnning  bales. 

EABIUNGS  OF  THE  SOUTH  AFBICAIT  RAILWAYS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  approximate  earnings,  in  pounds 
sterling,  of  the  South  African  Railways  for  the  21  weeks  ended 
May  25,  1918,  as  compared  with  the  audited  returns  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  in  1917,  as  given  by  the  report  of  the  Joliannesburg 
Chamber  of  Commerce : 
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IH0KEA8E  IK  FOEEION  TBADE  OF  CHOSEH  FOR  TURE. 

[CoDBui  Gcucrnl  Itansford   S.  Milter,  Scout,  Jul?  12.] 

Thero  tvas  a  decided  incrousc  in  the  value  of  Uie  foreign  trade  of 
Chosen  (Korea)  for  last  June  compared  with  the  corresponding 
month  iu  1917.  Some  of  the  imports  showing  an  increased  value 
weie  wrought  iron,  rails  and  accessories,  macninery,  coal,  lumber, 
cement,  and  paper.  The  articles  of  export  that  showed  a  decided 
increase  were  rice,  fish,  ginseng,  cotton, -copper  ingots,  and  cocoons. 
The  following  excerpt  from  the  Scowl  Press  gives  some  of  the  figures 
of  the  foreign  trade  of  Chosen  for  Jimo,  the  values  being  in  yen 
(1  yen=$0.40S) : 

Tbc  for^gn  U'ade  rcLurns  of  Olioueii  for  tlie  montii  of  Juae  lust  put  tbe  vtUnc 
of  exports  anil  imports  at  11.580,000  yen  nnrt  10,520,000  yon.  respectively. 
Tlwse  flsures  sliow  a  groat  lucrcuse  of  ri,^S0,0(i0  yen  tn  eiport  and  of  3,990,000 
yea  In  import  a«t  against  the  returns  tor  tbc  same  month  of  last  year.  Tlie 
tr.iile  done  In  Chosen  during  Uie  iilx  months  ending  June  last  auiountMl  to 
57,020.000  yen  In  export  and  67,7^(1,000  yen  In  ipiport,  the  esoess  of  Import 
over  export  auiounUns  to  0,800.000  you. 

Export  of  Korean  rice  to  CIdim  and  Russia  toutlnuod  ratlier  dull,  hut  the 
rice  esiMirftd  to  Japan  (lurinst  .Tune  rei)resente<l  an  increase  of  97.000  koku 
(I  hoku~r>.l2  buRliels),  valued  at  2,0j0,000  yen  as  compared  with  the  returns 
for  tlie  corrc^osdine  inoolh  of  last  year.  K\|>ort  of  fish,  Rlnseng,  raw  cotton, 
cocoons,  copper  ingotu.  and  sea  weeds  also  sliowed  a  dcdtletl  Increase,  while 
the  export  of  soya  heans,  wheat  Hour,  and  leath:T  articles  sliowod  a  detwase 
of  250.000  yen,  800.000  yon,  ami  130,000  yen,  it-wiiecllwly.  As  for  ImiMrt,  a 
decrease  was  weu  In  forelcn  rice,  calico,  T  cloth,  Cliliiese  lienip  cloth,-  copper 
ore,  and  explosives,  but  the  Import  of  ai'ilcles  for  Industrial  use  was  carried, 
on  ^'ery  briskly.  There  was  au  Increase  of  110,000  yeu  In  tlie  import  of 
wronght  Iron,  210,000  >-en  In  rails  and  a<w.«siirles,  930,000  yen  in  nmchlncry, 
570,000  yen  In  coal,  and  110,000  ven  In  l\itnl)er  and  wment.  Paper  imported 
also  siiowed  an  increase  oC  240.O00  yen. 


SHOBTAQE  OF  ADHESIVES  IN  OEBMANT. 

The  "Zeij -thrift  fuer  angewwndte  Chemie"  states  that  raw  bones 
are  now  tx-ing  matle  into  ghie  by  treatment  with  sulphur  dioxide,  the 
fat  being  renuivod  with  benzine  and  the  ma^a  l)ei»g  boiled  in  water 
nnder  pre-^-ine.     The  resulting  substance  is  a  very  pood  glue. 

German  papers  contain  numerous  advei-fisemejits  for  glue  and 
other  adhe.sive:^.  Frequently  the  advertisements  state  that  the  ma- 
terial is  required  for  army  ordei-s.  It  is  nndei'sCood  that  no  more 
animal  glue  is  being  released  for  (he  civiUiin  shoe  trade  except  in 
limited  quantities  for  the  manufacture  of  artificinl  solo  leather,  but 
that  this  material  is  re-erved  exclusively  for  factories  whieli  ate 
working  on  military  oi-ders. 

According  to  report  tiic  Goverumeut  carefully  apportions  the 
limited  aiiiniuits  of  dill'i-rent  klmls  of  iuili(-,ives  among  the  various 
consuming  iiades.  The  February  10  is.^juc  of  IWhcuiia  contained  an 
article  staling,  in  regard  to  the  general  shortage  of  dextrin  and  gum 
arabic.  that  the  juices  from  the  stems  of  certain  creeping  plants  and 
from  wi-tain  kinds  of  bulbs,  if  pro|)erly  evaporated  and  treated, 
would  make  a  very  suitable  gum  siib.->litiite  for  certain  purposes. 

Stocks  of  wax  and  shellac  in  Germany  arc  understood  to  be  entirely 
exhausted. 


Protect  Tour  Soldiers  with  Ydqx  Savines.  /-->  ■ 

I  7^1   Coot^lc 
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ESIABUSSHENT  OF  HEW  BAinCS  IH  CHOSEN. 

[Hicerpt  from  Scml  Frew  of  Jul/  11,  trBumltted  by  Cotnnl  Generat  lUnsford  S.  Sllller, 
Smul,  July  12,] 

Consequent  upon  tlio  recent  rcinarkable  development  of  Uie  cco- 
noDU«  conditions  in  Chosen,  says  a  report,  the  cstnblisliraent  of  new 
banks  or  branches  of  bankg  in  tlie  penin^a  is  increasing.  During 
the  year  between  May,  1917,  and  June,  1918,  five  banks  were  e-stab- 
Hshed.  These  were:  Bank  of  New  Wij'u,  capital  500,000  yen;  Oicsen 
Commercial  and  Industrial  Bank,  capital  1,000,000  yen;  Chuil 
Bank,  capital  500,000  yen;  Tongnai  Bank,  capital  500,000  yen; 
North  Chosen  Commercial  Bank,  capital  500,000  yen. 

The  aggregate  capital  of  these  banks  is  3,000,000  jeu.  Tlie  two 
first-mentioned  banks  nro  under  the  management  of  Japajicse,  while 
the  three  others  are  entii-ely  managed  by  Koreans.  -Of  late  the  estab- 
lishment of  ordinary  banks,  chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  Koreans  in  moi- 
eral,  is  increasing.  All  five  banks  have  a  capital  of  more  than 
500,000  yen  each,  because  the  Chosen  bank  ordinance  forbids  the  es- 
tablishment of  banks  with  a  capital  of  less  than  300,000  yen,  and  be- 
cause the  recent  economic  conditions  in  Clioscn  make  it  difficult  for 
banks  of  small  capital  successfully  to  maintain  business. 

During  the  pi'ijod  mentioned,  11  branches  of  existing  banks  wero 
also  established.    Tliey  were : 

En-augchoQ  Braiicli  of  tiie  Uosoli  Bank. 

Kuusau  Branch  of  the  OliosoQ  Goiumcrcitil  Bauk. 

Tongyimg  Branch  of  the  Fnsan  Oommeroial  Rnnk. 

Walkwan  Branch  of  the  Bank  ofTafkn. 

S>*cuc)Mn  Branch  of  the  Pyongnn  Agricultural  Bank. 

Kangyuig  Brunch  of  the  Hamkyone  Agricultural  Bank. 

Yithon  Branch  of  tlic  Chosen  Cojnmcrcial  Bank. 

Fusiin  Brancli  of  the  Iluusong  Bunk, 

Masnn  Branch  of  the  Kj'oiignain  Bank. 

Hatoiig  Branch  of  the  Kyongnam  Bank. 

ChochiwoD  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  Seoul. 

It  seems  that  the  development  in  orfrans  for  coiuuiunication  anid 
means  for  traffic  has  brought  about  the  development  in  commerce  and 
industry  in  these  localities  and  has  necessitated  the  establishment  of 
these  branches.  Besides,  the  recent  great  development  iu  commercial 
and  industrial  undertakings  has  made  it  impossible  to  rely  on  banks 
hitherto  in  existence  alone  and  necessitated  the  establibhraent  of  new 
banks.  Generally  speaking,  all  the  banks  and  branches  formed  dur- 
ing tiie  past  year  were  the  necessary  outcome  of  the  economic  dev«j- 
opnient  recently  experienced  in  the  peninsula  and  so  should  be  success- 
ful under  good  management.  Some  doubts  are,  howcicr,  entertained 
about  certain  banks  newly  established,  under  the  belief  that  they  are 
merely  organs  for  usurers  in  order  to  keep  pjice  with  the  progress  of 
the  times,  and  some  financial  critics  require  the  authorities  to  take 
due  note  of  tliese  banks. 
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WATERWAYS  OF  THE  NAirEIH&  DISTKICT. 

[Vlw  CoDHul  SBmuel  Sokobln.  NanhJos,  Cbloa,  June  26.] 

The  Nanking  consular  district  comprises  the  whole  of  the  Province 
of  Anhiti  and  a  great  part  of  the  Province  of  Kiangsu,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  there  is  another  of  China's  21  Provinces  which  has  so 
many  water  routes  as  the  Province  of  Kiangsu.  Two  great  water 
routes  traverse  the  Province,  the  Yangtze  River  in  a  general  east  and 
west  direction  and  the  famous  Grand  Canal  north  to  south.  There  is 
a  large  nuniher  of  native  boat  postal  routes  and  also  routes  by  eteamer 
or  launch.  In  the  two  Provinces  of  Chekiang  and  Kiangsu  (the  for- 
mer Province  being  in  the  Shanghai  consular  district)  in  an  area  175 
miles  by  ICO  miles  there  are  said  to  be  25,000  miles  of  canal. 
Condition  of  Waterways. 

The  Yangtze  River  is  one  of  the  groat  navigable  streams  of  the 
world,  and  ns  far  as  motor  boats  arc  concerned  the  Yangtze  River 
Vallej'  offers  one  of  the  greatest  fields.  From  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
a  short  distance  below  Shanghai,  as  far  inland  as  Hankow,  a  distance 
of  approximately  700  miles,  it  is  open  all  the  year  to  large  steamers. 
Above  Hankow  the  river  is  not  navigable  for  the  large  steamers,  and 
as  far  as  Ichang,  about  300  miles  beyond  Hankow,  smaller  .steamers 
and  launches  are  used.  In  the  Nanking  consular  district  the  four 
cities  of  importance  on  the  Yangtze  River  are  Nanking  and  Chin- 
kiang,  about  50  miles  apart;  Wuhu,  which  is  about  fiO  miles  from 
Nanking,  in  the  Province  of  Anlnii;  and  Anking,  the  capital  of 
Anhui  Province  and  about  100  miles  beyond  Wuhu. 

The  Grand  Canal  is  in  a  state  of  neglect.  The  upper  section 
(northem  part  of  the  district)  has  suffered  a  great  deal  and  naviga- 
tion may  be  interrupted  for  months  at  a  time.  Between  Tsingkiangpu 
and  the  Yangtze  River  conditions  are  slightly  better,  while  south  of 
the  Yangtze  the  canal  .still  renmins  navigable.  However,  an  Ameri- 
can engineering  corporation  has  been  negotiating  for  some  time  with 
the  Chinese  Government  for  the  improvement  of  the  South  Grand 
Canal. 
TarieUet  of  Craft  Utilized  on  Canal— Floodi. 

The  craft  utilized  on  the  canal  in  Shantung  for  transportation 
arc  of  15  varieties.  For  instance,  a  boot  that  loads  fish  carries  noth- 
ing else ;  similarly  with  coal,  etc.  There  are  at  nresi-nt  8.050  boats, 
with  a  tonnage  of  99,000,  plying  on  the  canal.  The  boatg  have  either 
sails  or  are  dragged  along  not  by  mules  but  by  four,  five,  or  six 
native  coolies,  and  the  loads  are  enormous. 

When  the  canal  is  improved,  the  Chine^so  will  undoubtedly  take  to 
motor  boats  for  towing  their  native  "  junks  "  and  for  passenger  traffic. 

In  the  Province  of  Anhui  is  the  Hwai  River.  The  district  watered, 
by  this  river  is  periodically  visited  by  devastating  floods,  and  accord- 
ingly the  American  Red  Cross  investigated  to  determine  the  labor 
and  expense  involved  in  a  scheme  for  improving  the  watercourses  in 
the  Hwai  Ri*er  district.  The  American  Red  Cross  engineers  pro- 
posed the  diversion  of  the  Hwai  River  by  the  construction  of  the 
dam  at  the  point  wheic  the  river  enters  the  Ilungtse  Lake,  and  the 
construction  of  a  new  canal  for  carrying  the  water  to  the  Grand 
Canal.  Because  of  the  war,  the  scheme  is  held  in  abeyance,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  impossible  to  raise  at  present  the  large  amount  needed  for  the 
work— $45,000,000.  |^ 
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UOVEHENT  OF  COAL  Ain)  COKE. 

Figures  of  coal  and  coke  carried  over  14  leading  railroads  during 
May  and  five  months  ending  May,  1917,  and  1918,  have  been  compiled 
from  reports  fnmislied  by  the  following  railroads,  as  follows: 
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SWEDISH  DfTENTION  07  NEW  IGNITION  OAF. 

(Consul  GcjKTal  Alliert  Ualstoai],  Slockholni,  Julj  23.1 

The  Aftonbladet  for  July  i,  1918,  states  that  tite  Stockholm's 
Supcrfosfataktiebolag  {Stockholm's  Superphosphate  Co.  (Ltd.)  lias 
inveoted  a  new  ignition  cap  of  a  high  quality. 

The  new  detonation  cap  does  not  contain  quicksilver  but  copper, 
and  has  sliown  itself  greatly  superior  to  the  one  previously  mami> 
factured  by  tlie  company.  The  manufacture  of  tliese  caps  has  already 
begun  at  the  company's  explosive  mill,  outside  of  Mansbro,  nt  Alvesta, 
where  the  output  at  preeent  is  about  3,000  per  day.  The  company, 
however,  has  under  construction  a  new  mill,  where  the  manufacture 
during  the  coming  fall  will  be  siifTicient  to  supply  the  country's  re- 
quirements of  ignition  caps. 


PEOPOSED  ITAUAN  BANK  POR  PTTBIIC  WOEKS. 

IWceWr  BiillPtin.  Canailiaa  Department  ot  Tniilc  and  Commeicc.  OUaivn,  July  22.] 
Following  an  appeal  of  tlie  Italian  Afinistry  of  tlie  Treasury  to 
the  directoi-s  of  tho  principal  Italian  banking  institutions  for  con- 
certed action  in  promoting  the  industrial  and  economic  devolopineut 
of  tho  country  after  tlio  war,  plims  are  being  studied  for  tlie  consti- 
tution of  a  Bank  of  Public  Works,  whose  special  function  it  will  ho  to 
Bnance  draining  and  irrigation  operations,  hydraulic  undertakings, 
and  the  upkeep  and  development  of  the  harbors. 


Goo»^lc 
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UrCBEASIlTO  TTSE  OF  HOTOR IBTTCES  IN  IBIHISAD. 

[CouBUl  Ileur;  D.  Baker,  TriDlilad,  Brltlitb  Weat  Indira,  July  27.) 

The  economies  incident  to  tlie  use  of  motor  trucks,  lorries,  vans, 
etc.,  are  becominc  more  and  more  r<^iz<jd  in  Trinidadj  and  it  is 
probable  that  when  sliipping  conditions  become  easier  imports  of 
such  vehicles  into  this  island  will  show  a  material  increase.  Motor 
vehicles  of  all  kinds  are  among  the  list  of  articles  prohibited  from 
import  into  Trinidad  after  August  1, 1918.  this  prohibition  being  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  freight  space,  chiefly  for  food  supplies. 

To  illustrate  the  mteie.-;t  now  Iwing  taken  in  the  use  of  motor 
tnicks  for  carrj'ing  the  produce  of  the  island,  the  following  is  quoted 
from  a  letter  received  at  this  office  from  the  manager  of  the  Codros 
estate,  Cedros.  district  of  Trinidad,  tlie  chief  coconut-producing 
region  of  the  island: 

The  total  production  of  coooniits  of  tlie  nrpa  west  of  Ste.  Marie,  indmliiig 
those  of  small  Rrowers,  Is  altout  Ifl.OOO.OOO.  the  five  larRe  eRlates  proiliiplne  ahout 
16,000.000.  This  area  U  fairly  well  RUiipUe<l  with  rooile,  iMith  umlii  niul  IhchI, 
aod  ns  the  laud  \s  sandy  the  unm'iivcied  local  roads  could  be  min)tinte<l  by  a 
motor  truck  of  the  four- wheel-drive  type.  The  brtdftes,  however,  were  not 
built  for  heavy  motor  traffic,  but  as  none  ure  long  enoufth  to  talie  all  four  wheels 
of  a  truck  of  ordinary  wheel  bnso,  a  truck  of  li  tons  cmwcity  conld  hu  used 
without  exceeding  the  welRlit  of  a  heavy  cart  on  two  wheels,  aud  trailers  of 
Bliiiilar  capncity  could  be  used. 

The  area  east  of  Sle.  Marie  produces  nlmut  2.O0O.000  of  eocomirs,  hut  ns  this 
(s  generally  cloy  soil,  wiilch  cuts  op  hndly  in  wet  weather,  the  local  roads  Could 
only  he  ufled  by  carts  during  most  of  the  year, 
lack  of  Ball  way  FaciUtlei  for  Certain  Sectiosi. 

Generally  speaking,  motor  trucks  would  be  of  great  advantage  ia 
Trinidad  for  carrying  all  kinds  of  produce  to  and  from  the  various 
estates  and  the  nearest  railway  stations  in  points  on  the  seacoast 
where  transshipment  can  be  effected  witJi  coiistal  steamers  and  small 
sloops  connectiiig  up  with  Port  of  Spain^  where  tiie  larger  ocean 
steamers  call.  The  railway  system  of  Tnnidnd  only  partly  takes 
care  of  interisland  movements  of  freight.  Its  total  mileage  is  about 
100  miles,  the  most  important  line,  with  most  frequent  trains  and 
largest  traffic  being  between  Port  of  Spain,  the  capital,  and  San 
Fernando,  a  distance  of  35  miles,  which  the  fastest  train  covers  in 
about  two  hours.  Other  railway  lines  are  mostly  spurs  or  branches 
for  short  distances  from  this  main  line.  There  are  no  lines  termi- 
nating on  either  the  north,  east,  or  south  coasts  of  the  island.  Many 
important  localities  and  coastal  settlements  are  15  miles  or  more 
from  the  nearest  railroad  station.  From  San  Fernando  to  Brighton, 
at  the  famous  asphalt  lake,  a  distance  of  15  miles,  tliere  is  no  rail- 
road, but  good  motor-car  road,  and  also  good  service  by  boats.  The 
Mayaro  coconut  district  of  Trinidad,  second  only  to  the  Cedros  dis- 
trict in  production  of  coconuts,  stretches  for  about  15  miles  along  the 
southeast  coast  of  the  island,  and  the  nearest  railway  station,  Kio 
Clare,  is  about  15  miles  distant  by  a  poor  road.  The  coconuts  of 
this  district  are  gathered  up  by  bullock  carts  and  conveyed  along  the 
beach  to  copra  and  coconut  oil  factories,  whose  product  is  shipped 
by  the  coastal  steamers.  One  motor  truck  lately  introduced  for  use 
on  this  bench  can  make  three  trips  per  day  to  two  of  a  bullock  cart. 
Moreover  it  carries  two  and  a  half  times  the  load  of  a  bullock  cart. 
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Salt  Water  Detrlmfatal  ta  Trucks. 

The  effect  of  salt  water  on  these  motor  trucks  is,  however,  tlotri- 
mentat  to  both  tires  and  the  steel  work;  and  the  salt  water  can  not 
always  be  avoided  especially  when  the  tide  is  hiffh.  The  same  coco- 
nut propiietor  who  has  lately  infrodiicwl  a  motor  tiiick  for  con- 
veying his  coconuts  has  also  adoptx-d  a  s]>cfial  type  of  iron  wheel, 
imported  from  the  United^  States,  for  liis  hulJock  carts.  These 
wheels,  which  are  entirely  of  iron,  are  vt>ry  largo,  with  a  circumfer- 
ence of  about  G  feet,  and  a  widlh  of  about  G  iudica,  so  that  they  are 
high  enough  to  keep  the  contents  of  the  carts  well  above  any  sea 
water,  and  wide  enough  so  as  not  to  cut  into  the  sand.  Their  durahil- 
i^  ia  expected  to  be  far  greater  than  ordinary  cart  wheels  of  wood 
and  iron  rims,  which  continually  have  to  be  sent  to  Port  of  Spain  for_ 
repairs. 

In  the  city  of  Port  of  Spain  increased  use  is  being  made  of  motor 
vans  for  delivery  of  goods,  and  for  carrying  goods  between  ware- 
houses, jetties,  etc.  The  body  on  many  of  the  cars  no  longer  attrac- 
tive for  pleasure  driving  are  taken  off  and  replaced  with  a  frame- 
work suitable  for  cairying  freight.  Out  of  nearly  800  motor  (Kirs 
now  registered  in  Trinidad,  probably  about  100  are  now  used  for 
commercial  purposes. 
Kegalattons  Ca&cerniiiE  Weislit  of  Load  on  PnbUc  Roads. 

The  increasing  use  of  motor  trucks,  and  the  desire  for  their  far 
greater  us,  is  causing  agitation  for  wider  and  better  roads  and 
stronger  bridges,  so  that  larger  types  of  ti-ucks  may  be  used.  Tlie 
most  recent  i-egulations  concerning  sizes  and  loads  permitted  for 
vehicles  in  Trinidad  on  public  roads  ar^  as  follows: 

Tlic  gross  lond  cnrricil  on  nuy  public  roiid  by  any  veliiclc,  ini'luiliiis  the 
weight  of  the  vehicle  ttseir,  shall  not  exceed  2}  tons  to  eacli  axle. 

No  four-wlieeled  vehicle  carrying  a  tond  in  excess  of  10  hundredweight  on 
eacli  nxle  shall  be  used  on  any  public  ronil  i(nleB<i  snch  vehicle  be  fitted  with 
proper  nud  eiTectlvc  brftkes. 

Tlie  tixmi  of  lUe  widtlis  of  the  Urcs  of  any  vcUlcle  (a)  shall  be  at  least  1  iuch 
to  every  Uiree  nnd  one-half  hundrcdwclglit  of  gross  load  where  anj-  tire  Is  less 
than  3  inches  iu  width;  (6)  shall  be  at  least  1  inch  to  every  5  Inind  red  weight 
of  gross  load  whpre  no  tire  Is  les-s  tliua  3  Inches  In  width. 


DAMAGE  TO  SUOAB  CROP  IN  HOBTHEBN  ABO£HTINA. 

[Caaiut  Wlllx>rC  L>.  Bonncj.  Roaario,  July  B,} 

Frost  occurring  the  last  week  of  June  in  Northern  jVi'pcntina  has 
damaged  the  cane  in  the  vicinity  of  Tucuman  and  Jujuy  so  that 
previous  estimates  of  the  crop  of  200,000  metric  tons  for  Argentina 
must  be  reduced,  proliably  by  30  per  cent  according  to  present 
prospects.  The  cold  weatlier  continues  and  the  damage  may  be  more 
extensive.  This  loss  will  make  it  necessary  for  Argentina  to  import 
sugar  again  this  season,  although  it  is  at  present  not  likely  that  the 
amount  required  from  outside  sources  will  be  as  large  as  last  year. 

[A  previous  furocapt  of  the  IttlS  sugar  yield  was  pnhlished  in  Ooiisn:ncB 
Repchits  for  Aug.  8.] 

A  country  worth  fighting  for  ts  a  country  worth  Baring  for.  Buy  T.lirift 
Stamps. 
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FOBEIQN  TKADE  OFFOBTUmTIES. 


BeBprrsiI  addrranra  ma;  be  obtained  from  tbi>  Bd 
tlve  oOlccH.  Itcqupgl  for  encb  opportunity  s 
onnortBiiItT   manibrr.     The  Bnp«-«B   doeK 

n'Kponiilbllllr  ns  lo  tlip  otandlng  oF  forMini  lti< 


8  dlBlrfot  and 


In  eonald^rlno;  thr  tollowln 
lijiil  to  Ibr  IniTH  and  r^valal 
iTlth  the  enemy. 

Agricultural  Implemi 


Cotton  cooda 

nr.vEnorts 

EleTBton,  passenser 

—  27342,      3-14 

Hosiery 

£7339 

nnmwBre _. 

27342,27344 

27342,2734* 

Tpitll™ J 

WearlDB  apparel 

2734* 

27330.t— A  mnn  in  Switzerland  \e  dnairons  of  rpprewntlnR  American  mannfac' 
■turers  mid  esporters  o(  nietol  end  poiiits  for  ahne  laces  In  black  and  iu 
colors,  also  fubrics,  hosiery,  dry  goods,  etc.  A  piece  of  shoe  lace  with 
emi  pi>ltit  sltTiilar  tn  nlint  Is  deslivd  miiy  In-  OMimlned  at  tlie  Riireiiu  or  Its 
district  olHces.    <I{efer  to  inlBcellaueous  exhililt  No.  201.)     Reference. 

27340.* — A  larse  ranch  owner  In  Mevico  wtshps  to  receive  catalojiuos,  ptioes, 
etc.,  of  pasteurization  aiid  creamery  machinery.  He  also  deslrea  to  pur- 
chase a  small  ice  plant  and  electric  dynamo  for  uae  wltlt  same.  Cash  wlU 
be  paid.    Corresi>ondeuce  may  be  In  Eaglt-sU.    References. 

27341. t — A  man  In  Holland  desires  an  agency  on  commission  lo  Holland  and  In 
BcIrIuoi  after  the  war,  for  office  supplies  and  general  merchandise.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  Engllslu 

27342,t— A  firm  in  France,  with  a  branch  office  In  China,  deatrea  to  communi- 
cate wltii  American  manufacturers  and  exporters,  particularly  those  in  New 
York  and  Ran  fninclsco,  exporting  paper,  nielals,  hardware,  haberdashery, 
enamel  ware,  cotton  goods,  glassware,  chemicnla,  etc. 

27343.* — A  maintfacturer  and  merchant  of  ladles'  furs  in  Spain  wishes  to  pnr- 

*  chase  marabou  plumes  In  their  natural  slate,  and  featlicr  boas  50,  75,  100, 
125,  and  l.TO  centimeters  In  lenjrth.  Payment  flKainst  shipping  documents 
through  batik  In  Spain.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

No.  27344.} — A  mnn  In  the  United  States  who  Is  acting  as  buying  agent  for  a 
firm  In  Hondurna  desires  to  he  placed  In  communication  with  manufacturers 
of  buttons  of  all  ctaascs;  shirts,  undershirts,  and  under  drawers;  thread  of 
all  kinds ;  dress  trimmings ;  drillings,  cotton  shirtings,  chintzes  and  batistes ; 
cotton  and  woolen  blankets ;  novelties ;  articles  for  writing,  and  paper  and  sta- 
tionery In  general  (including  slates  and  slate  pencils) ;  paper  for  cigarettes ; 
toilet  articles ;  spades,  plow  points,  ktilves.  and  hatchets ;  hooks  for  dresses ; 
and  nails  of  assorted  sizes.  It  Is  requested  that  prices  and  samples  be  sub- 
mitted.   References. 

27345.* — A  banking  .corporation  in  China  desires  to  receive  catalognes  from 
manufacturers  of  small  home-savings  banks.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English.    Reference. 

27340.' — A  firm  In  India  wishes  to  purchase  12  passenger  elevatora  of  four  or 
five  passenger  capacity,  to  he  operatwl  by  electric  motor  on  440  volts  direct 
current ;  and  four  or  five  motor-pump  sets  for  water  on  'about  a  150-foot 
head,  with  discharging  capacity  of  4,000  gallons  per  hour,  to  operate  on 
220-volt  D.  C.  Terms  of  payment,  cash  against  shipping  documents.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  Blnellsb.    Reference. 
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DAILT  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILT  SY  THE  BUREAU  O7T0REIGN  AMD  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

For  ukby  (bflSupR-jDtoidcDLaf  DocoQCDU,WuliiD^aiD.C.tat  f2.50perTctf 

No.  196       Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  August  21 
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Birmingham  elpctrlc  supply  project —  OUU 
Provisions  of  the  CubaD  cloHlng  law,,  Hl»» 


992       SwISB  trade  to  window  glni 

rri-paratlona    In    Japan    foi    post-H- 


ens     Dceri'nsi'd  gold  production  In  Cboson 

I'opidnltoD  of  111,-  r.iDa!  /> — 
etIO      Monctou  llnon  mill  la  oiwi 
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Bullwuy  coDi-i'sKlon  suliL-lted  In  n 
Foreign   trade  opportunities 


SIX  HONTHS'  BBinSH  IBAIi:. 

[Alfreil  NutllDg,  clerk,  coDsulale  general,  LoDdon.l 

The  total  valuas  of  all  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1916,  1917,  and  1918  were  $:i,310,730,038, 
$2,435,408,299,  and  $3,173,851,129.  respectively.  British  merchandise 
fcxported  aggregated  $1,170,758,053,  $l,222^09,r>23,  and  $1,201,211,086 
for  tlie  same  periods,  while  foreign  and  colonial  merchandise  re- 
exported totaled  $203,380,338,  $225,057,731,  and  $81,050,921. 
features  ot  the  Import  Trade. 

In  imports  of  food,  drink,  and  tobacco,  meat  increased  by  $192,- 
521,782  in  the  first  six  months  of  1918,  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period  in  1917,  and  by  $229,088,647  over  1916;  nondiitiabla 
food  aiw  drink  increased  by  $41,438,605  and  $105,550,847,  respec- 
tively, over  the  1917  and  1916  periods;  dutiable  food  and  drink  in- 
creased by  $34,743,490  compared  with  the  first  half  of  1917,  but 
decreased  by  $1,005,127  compared  with  the  figuros  for  1916.  Tobacco 
imports  increased  by  $15,738,731  over  1917  wliicli  was  approximately 
the  increase  over  1916  also.  On  the  other  hand,  imports  of  grain  and 
flour  in  the  1918  period  wore  valued  nt  $35,734,608  less  than  in  1917, 
but  were  $59,525,836  higher  tlian  in  1916. 

Of  raw  materials  imported,  the  chief  increases  occurred  in  raw 
cotton,  which  rose  by  $157,324,000  over  the  1917,  and  $189,938,000 
over  the  1916  six  months'  period;  oil  seeds,  nuts,  oils,  gums,  and 
greases  showed  gains  of  $69,580,360  and  $83,620,247,  and  wood  and 
timber  $30,552,000  and  $10,011,000  over  the  same  periods,  respec- 
tively. Wool  imports  declined  by  nearly  $44,000,000  compared  with 
tlie  1917  period  and  by  $4,214,000  compared  with  1916. 

The  prmcipal  increases  in  imports  of  articles  wholly  or  mainly 
manufactured  occurred  in  metals  and  manufactures  thereof  which 
rose  by  $37,3i4,553  and  $10,467,988  compared  with  the  first  six 
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months  of  1917  and  1916,  and  chemicals,  drugs,  dyea,  and  colors 
which  showed  gains  of  $32,606,300  and  $13,341,104  over  the  corre- 
sponding six  months,  respectively. 
Exports  of  British  Herchandlie. 

In  the  exports  of  British  merchandiso,  food,  drink,  and  tobacco 
phoned  an  aggregate  decrease  of  $15,037,792,  compart^  with  the  first 
six  months  of  1017,  and  of  $42,454,003  compared  with  the  1910  period. 
Exports  of  tobacco  alone  sliowed  a  sntall  increase  of  about  $340  over 
the  1917  period.  In  exports  of  raw  materials  there  was  a  total  de- 
crcjlsG  of  $25,923,103,  as  against  the  value  for  the  1917  period,  and  of 
$9,553,441  compared  with  1916,  due  in  fho  former  half  year  mainly  to 
a  decrease  in  coal,  coke,  and  manufactured  fuel,  and  in  1916  to  raw 
wool.  Of  exports  of  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured  articles,  the 
only  increase  worth  recording  occurred  in  cotton  yarns  and  fabrics, 
which  rose  by  $110,68G,1G8  and  $174,375^323  over  the  values  in  the 
first  six  months  of  1917  and  1910,  respectively,  while  iron  and  steel 
and  manufactures  thereof  decreased  by  $27,100,059  and  $59,105,184 
for  the  two  periods,  respectively. 
Foreign  aAd  Colonial  Kerchasdiie  Reported. 

Reexports  declined  by  over  $143,000,000,  compared  with  the  first 
six  months  of  1917,  or  rather  more  than  60  per  cent,  and  bv  over 
$180,000,000,  OF  nearly  70  per  cent,  against  the  value  for  the  191G 
period.  These  decreases  were  due  mainly  to  the  smaller  reexports 
of  raw  cotton,  oilseeds,  mits,  oils,  fats  and  gums,  leather  and  manu- 
factures thereof,  hides  and  undresaed  skins,  dutiable  and  nondutiable 
food  and  drink,  and  raw  materials  classified  under  the  general  head 
of  "  miscellaneous."  In  the  last  named  the  falling  off  exceeded 
$45,000,000,  while  raw  cotton  accounted  for  a  decrease  of  more  than 
$34,000,000. 
Increases  Dae  to  Higher  Prices. 

In  the  following  table  comparative  examples  are  given  of  Ihe 
marked  increase  in  prices  which  have  occurred,  largely  owing  to 
which  the  aggregate  values  of  imports  and  exports  have  been  in- 
creased or  practically  maintained.  The  quantities  and  values  shown 
are  the  totals  for  the  respective  half  years: 


Firrt  6  months  o( 

m. 

»17 

»u 

Wood  and  timber: 

Total  of  wood  s«wr  or  split,  planed  or  drrswd 
Jliwcolton. 

(loads.. 

IS:: 

'               1 
T3,I14 

ti.m',m 

4^,412,751 
1156,  USB,  G20 
U,«55 
llfl,037,SW 
1»,479 
t2a,G32,7« 

I3,3fi<7a6 

»63.S»;382 
267,UO,8BS 

Hump,  ilrcswd  and  undrcssfd 

Iron: 

K8,3ia,ia 

Wrought,  \a  bars,  aogl*!,  ml.',  anrt  sccliona. 
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StMl  blooms,  blllpls,  bi 
Hn,  in  blocks,  logols,  I 
Walehes,  eompleW 


Primp  mavfTS,  ssrloullural 

Not  prlnte  moTGrs,  agricultural. . 
Uacblne  tools 


BroadBtufls  (all  silk) 

BroBds luffs  (miicd} ,... 


fyardi. 


Total  of  all  imports (J!^'^''*'*'''; 

Uotorcars  and  chasdi 


fnambtr. 
inndredoelght. 

inndred««igtit. 


fprool  gallona. 
Value'. 


Coal,  coke,  and  [uel 

FeiromangsDcso 

Zinc  or  speller {'aluf 

Cotlon  yam {»ate 

Cotton  piece  goods {raiiit' 

Cotton  thread  lor  sewing 1™!!^''*' 

Wool  tops kX^- 

Wonted  jam {^u^.: 

Woolen  tissues i^^^' 

Worsted  tissues {value" 

Linen  manufactures \yf,^'- 

Paper  (total) {Sl!^.*''^'' 

Uotoc  cars  and  chassis {value 

Boap  (total) {JoJ!^"^'™'^"- 


tl,50J'JtZ 

13,  Ml 

»7,Ma,Q0g 


*ll,'e«3|ci59 
tlo!m233 


te,ng;,4i!t 
W,  on',  174 


m,:i9i,3S4 

tll3,4M,!i:U 
18,  up;  72* 


KoTE.— Cental,  100  pounds;  buodrod weight,  lU  pounds;  ton,  2,H0  pouedj. 

Imports  of  raw  rubber  showed  a  verj-  mtirked  decrease  with  lower 
price.  The  imports  for  the  first  six  "months  of  1916  were  829,CC1 
centals,  valued  at  $59,348,271;  1917,  1,101.228  centals,  valued  at 
175,900,081 ;  and  1918,  5(54,716  centals,  valued  at  $32,683,122. 

Reexports  of  raw  rubber  fell  from  594,889  centals,  valued  at 
$44,668,956,  for  the  1916  period  to  239,047  centals,  valued  at  $10,- 
166.221  in  1918:  and  tin  decreased  from  8,354  tons  ($7,597,506)  to 
8,Sy7  tons  ($5,240,252)  in  the  same  half  yearly  periods,  respectively. 
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COHUODITY  LII?r  FOB  HOLL&ITD  AKD  DENVABE. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
206)  the  adoption  of  the  following  regulations  with  respect  to  the 
exportation  ofr  certain  commoditips  to  European  Holland  and  DetH 
mark  proper : 

{1)  The  list  of  commodities  which  will  be  considered  for  exporta- 
tion to  European  HoUand  and  Dcnmarli  proper  has  been  revised. 
Applications  for  licenses  to  export  the  commodities  as  listed  below 
will  now  bo  given  consideration.  Previous  announcements  with  re- 
spect to  such  commodities  ( W.  T.  B.  K.  50,  Feb.  20, 1918 ;  W.  T.  B.  R. 
96.  Apr.  20,  1918;  AV.  T.  B.  R.  118,  May  22,  1918;  W.  T.  B.  R.  146, 
June  20, 1918 ;  W.  T.  B.  R.  180,  Aug.  3,  1918)  are  hereby  withdrawn. 

(2)  The  list  of  commodities  which  will  now  be  considered  for  ex- 
portation to  European  Holland  and  Denmark  proper  is  as  follows: 


Adding  and  caloulnUui;  maclilnes. 

Alabaster  for  slatuary. 

Artists'  materinlfl.  excluding  oila  and 

turpeutlDC. 
Athletic  gCHHiN.  not  containing  rubber 

or  leather. 
Automobiles      (passeoger),     bicycles, 
motor  cycles,  and  spare  parts  of,  but 
no  tires  and  no  accessories. 
Billiard  balls  (Ivory). 
Bat  tons,    bone,    iiorn,    or    luotlier-of- 

pearl. 
Carpet".  Oriental,  of  high  value. 
Casli  i-egislprs, 
China. 
China  clay. 

Clocks,     Including     clocks     for     time 
-    checking. 
Clothing  made  up  of  silk  ol-  raised 

Bilk. 
Coral. 
Cutlery : 

Knives— Table,  dessert,  butchers', 
cooks',  bread,  carving,  iiocket, 
hunting,  painters',  palette,  shoe- 
makers', pruning,  budding,  and 
bowle. 


Steel  forks,  table  and  carving. 
1  tabors,    including    safety    razors 
and  blades  not  containing  nickel 
or  tin. 
Dnigs; 

Acetylsnllcylic  ncld. 

Aconite,  pare. 

Agaric!  n. 

Althaea  root. 

Amidol  iiud  suiisiiiiUi.ti. 

Argentamine. 

Arsenobllin. 

Arsenous  at  Id. 

Eariura  sulphuric'.  purt\  for  X-ray. 

Beta  naplithol. 

Bromine. 

Buty  Ichiora  I  by d  r,i  tc . 

Camomile. 

Chromic  acid. 

Dinethylbarblturic  iipid. 


D  r  u  gs — Con  t  in  uod . 

Digitalis. 

Eiucalne.     • 

Ferric  comi>oun<ls. 

Fruit  of  fennel. 

Hydrobromic  add. 

Iclithyol. 

Inula  root. 

Iron,  reduced. 

Kliarscvan. 

Leaves  of  hyowyanius. 

Mctlioi. 

Nitrate  of  sliver. 

Opium  alkaloids. 

Paraldehyde. 

Plienacetinc. 

Saiioilc  acid. 

Sodium  arsenate. 

Sodium  bromide. 

Sodium  cacodylate. 

Sodiam  ultroprusside. 

Sodlnm  salicylate 

Suii^iurlc  acid. 

Veronal. 
Dental  burs,  dental  fillicigs,  other  than 
such  ns  contain  platinum  or  other 

Diamonds,  olher  tluiu  industrial. 

Dyes  and  dyesttilTs. 

Ear  tlien  ware. 

Electroplated  goods  and  silverware 
containing  not  more  than  t3  per  cent 
nickel  or  copper. 

Feathers  of  high  vjilne. 

Films,  cinema. 

Flowers,  nrllflclal. 

Flower  seeds,  except  seeds  of  oil- 
bearing  plants. 

Fountain  pens. 

Furs  of  higli  viilue. 

Gauge  glasses. 

Glassware. 

Hair  omanieuts  and  combs,  except 
snch  as  are  manufactured  from 
casein  or  corozo. 

Hardware  for  btillders.  If  of  Iron  or 
steel. 

Hilts,  [riinmed  ready  for  use. 
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Hats,  straw. 

Uoiiselioltl    furnlshlngii,    flxtnre!;,   snd 
equipments,     if     mauutactured     of 
wood,  Iron,  or  steel. 
Jewelry,  Imitation. 
l.nees.  hanilmmle,  such  as  RlaUese. 
ledgers,  loose  leaf,  aud  similar  sta- 
tionery. 
Leathers,  Imitation,' nintte  up  for  hats. 
Ijlghllng  fixtures,  If  of  iron  or  Steel. 
Machinery: 

Cot  ton-goods  mnchinery. 
Laundry,    not    containing    rubber 

or  copper. 
SuKar-reflning  machinery. 
Printing   pre.«ses,    not   containing 
an  undue  proportion  of  copper, 
nlcitel,  or  antimony. 
Typcsettlns  and  tyiw-castlng,  ex- 

cluUIng  typfi  metal. 
Spare  or  replufemeut  parts  of  ma- 
chinery. 
Marble  for  statuary. 
Meiilcol  and  surgical  appllnneps  other 

than  those  containing  rubber. 
Morocco  leather,  small  fancy  articles. 
Musical  Instruments,  except  when  com- 
posed entirety  or  mainly  of  metals. 
Olflce  furniture,  equipment,  and  sup- 
plies. . 
Oil  paintings. 

Opera  glasses  for  use  In  theaters. 
Paper  materials,  fancy,  for  boolt  cov- 

Phonographs,  phonographic  records. 

Photogrupbtc  gooils. 

Pianos. 

Pen  nibs. 

Perfumery,  but  not  essential  oils. 

Beqnlrements  Before  Shipping. 

(3)  Prospective  Importers  In  European  Holland  should  obtain  from  the 
Netherlands  Overseas  Trust  Co.  an  Import  certificate.  Upon  receipt  of  tlio 
certificate,  the  Importer  should  notify  the  prospective  eximrter  that  sui-h  a 
certificate  has  been  obtained  and  advise  him  of  the  serial  number  thereof.  The 
exporter  shoidd  thereupon  apply  to  the  A\'ar  Trade  Boaiil.  Bureau  of  Esporfs, 
Washington,  D.  C,  for  nn  export  license,  using  Application  Form  X  and  such 
supplemental  informotion  sheets  concerning  the  commodity  as  are  required,  and, 
in  addition,  furnish  on  Supplemental  Sheet  X-102  the  gross  weight  of  the  pro- 
posed shipment  and  the  serial  number  of  the  Import  certlfleate  of  the  Nether- 
lands Overseas  Trust  Co, 

All  slilpments  to  European  Roliand,  except  those  consigned  to  tlie  Govern- 
ment of  the  Nethcrlamis.  must  be  consigned  directly  to  and  only  to  the  Nether- 
lands Overseas  Trust  Co.  <\V.  T.  B.  R.  77.  Mar.  15,  1018). 

(4)  In  the  case  of  proiwisetl  shipments  to  Denmark,  the  prospective  importer 
abroad  first  should  obtain  an  Import  certificate  from  tlie  Merchants'  Guild  of 
Copeniingen  or  the  Danish  Chamber  of  Manufacturers.  When  this  certificate 
is  received,  the  prospei-tive  Importer  should  advise  the  exporter  In  the  Unltwl 
States  of  the  serial  nunilwr.  Application  for  export  licenses  should  be  made 
on  Appllciitiou  Form  X.  and  the  applicant  sliould  attach  thereto  the  appropriate 
supplemental  informnlion  sheets,  and  also  Supplemental  Information  Sheet 
X-1or..  niir.n  which  sliould  be  noted  flic  Merchants'  Guild  of  Copeiihoccn,  or  the 
Danish  Chamber  of  Mann  fact  nrers'  import  certificate  serial  number.  Sucli 
shipments  need  not  he  cotiNlgned  to  the  Merchants'  Guild  of  Copeuiiagen  or  the 
Danish  Ciianil)cr  of  Manufacturers,  but  may  bo  couslgnetl  to  an  Individual. 

(5)  Licenses  will  be  valid  only  for  shipment  on  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the 
country  to  whlcii  commodities  are  destined. 
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Pictures,  reproductions  of. 

Precious  stones,  real  and  imitation. 

KIbbon  silk. 

Silks  and  manufactures  thereof,  ex- 
cept gaze  a  blutolr  and  Asiatic  silk 
or  similar  Silk  wherever  manufac- 

Salt  (table). 

Salt  calie. 

Sanitary  ware,  plumbers'  goods.  If  of 
Iron,  steel,  or  earthenware. 

Screw  spanners  for  cycles. 

Sewing  machines. 

Scales  and  balances,  not  including 
weights  of  copper  or  brass. 

Shrubs. 

Spectacles. 

Tobacco  pipes. 

Teeth,  artificial,  except  such  ns  eoo- 
tulo  platinum,  iridium,  or  otiier  rare  - 
metals 

Toothbrushes. 

Toilet  preparations  (excluding  soap 
not  in  tin  or  lead  containers  and  not 
containing  more  than  1  i>er  cent  of 
glycerin). 

Trimmings,  Eilb. 

Toys. 

Truffles,  fresh  or  preserved. 

Typewriters  and  spare  parts  ond  ac- 
cessories, except  typewriter  ribbons 
not  cut  for  use.  and  except  ribbons 
over  2  inches  wide. 

Vanilla 

Wall  paper. 

Watdies.  other  than  with  gold  or 
platinum  cases. 

Wines. 
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INCREASED  WOOL  XAnUFACTUIlE  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

[Uawnrd  A.  Tront.  Kccrctaty  to  commciclal  ■llachC,  Melbournr.  Jul;  IS.] 

Abnormal  comUtions  brought  about  by  the  war  have  resulted  in  a 
stimulation  of  the  woolen  industry  in  Australia,  and  local  manu- 
facturers Iiope  that  ultimately  this  country  will  be  able  to  manu- 
facture from  its  own  woo!  all  the  wooleh  goods  needed  here,  Snue 
concern  is  felt  over  tlie  possible  result  of  a  relaxation  of  the  pres- 
ent restrictions  after  tlie  war,  and  there  is  a  strong  feeling  that  the 
present  ])rotection  should  be  maintained  in  M^er  to  prevent  foreign 
competitionj  particularly  if  in  the  meantime  the  local  industry  has 
developed  sufficiently  to  take  care  of  local  requirements. 

During  the  pas^t  few  years  extensions  have  been  made  in  various. 
States  in  the  fcU-mongering  and  scouring  branches  of  the  industry. 
Existing  premises  have  in  many  cases  been  enlarged,  new  works  have 
been  built,  and  several  firms  nro  now  considering  the  advisability 
of  further  development.  Tlie  most  important  extension  in  Victoria 
during  recent  years  has  been  the  works  of  the  United  Wool  Scour- 
ing Co.,  which  were  built  on  the  Saltwater  River  and  opened  in 
Feomary.  1918.  These  premises  cover  3^  acres  and  arc  equipped 
with  a  plant  which  was  made  almost  entirely  in  Australia  and  is 
capable  of  turning  out  about  100  bales  of  scoured  wool  per  week. 
Local  production  in  the  fcll-mongering  and  scouring  branches  of  the 
industry  is  likely  to  equal  the  local  demand  for  some  time. 
Lack  of  Tarn  Affects  Knitting  Indnatrp— Textiles. 

After  the  process  of  scouring  follow  the  processes  of  carding, 
combing,  and  spinning  (or  twisting),  by  which  time  the  wool  has 
become  yarn.  Then  follow  knitting,  ■weaving,  dyeing,  and  other 
processes.  Because  of  the  want  of  adequate  equipment  for  carding 
and  spinniug,  particularly  for  the  making  of  hosiery  yams,  the 
knitting  industry  has  suffered  «  great  handicap,  ithich  can  be 
overcome  only  by  large  supplies  of  yarn.  In  Victoria  there  is  only 
one  factory  making  hosiery  yarns,  but  as  it  spins  only  for  the  re- 
quirements of  its  own  knitting  mill,  it  is  unable  to  furnish  yam 
to  other  hosiery  manufacturers.  Only  small  quantities  of  hosiery 
yarn  are  marketed  by  New  South  Wales  firms,  and  as  the  war  has 
eliminated  y^rn  im{}orts  from  Belgium,  which  formerly  supplied 
tlie  bulk  oi  Australian  requirements,  practically  the  only  remain- 
ing sources  of  supply  are  England  and  Japan.  Japanese  yarn  is 
spun  largely  from  wool  exported  from  Australia,  frequently  in  tba 
form  of  wool  tops,  and  it  sells  to-day  for  12s.  ($2.fl2)  per  pound, 
as  compared  with  3s.  3d.  ($0.79)  for  Englisli  yarn  before  the  war. 
Practically  all  the  knitting  mDls  in  Australia  are  closed  down  or 
running  with  greatly  reduced  forces,  because  of  lack  of  yarn. 

With  respect  to  textiles,  however,  conditions  are  les."  serious, 
because  the  factories  are  more  generally  self-supporting  and  less 
dependent  upon  imported  materials.  There  are  more  plants  for 
making  textile  yarn  than  for  hosiery  yarns,  and  as  they  are  generally 
associated  with  wearing  machines  under  the  same  management,  the 
want  of  balance  which  exists  in  connection  with  the  knitting  of 
hosiery  is  not  so  marked.  In  Australia  there  are  approximately  22 
textile'  factorie-s,  of  which  11  are  in  Victoria. 
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Local  Factories  Import  Wool-SpinnlDgr  Hadilner?. 

The  proprietors  of  knitting  factories  throughout  Aiistmtia  are 
doing  their  utmost  to  meet  the  shortage  of  hosiery  yarn,  either  by 
means  of  importation  or  by  spinning  it  themselves,  for  which  latter 
purpose  thej  must  make  or  import  expensive  macliinery.  One  firm  is 
extending  its  carding  and  spinning  plant  as  fast  as  it  can  import  and 
manufacture  machinery,  and  it  is  expected  that  by  the  end  of  1918 
they  will  be  able  to  manufacture  all  their  requirements  of  yarn.  In 
connection  with  another  mill  a  scouring,  combing,  and  spinning  plant 
has  been  built  but  is  not  yet  completely  equipped,  and  the  firm  is  at 
present  negotiating  for  the  delivery  of  machinery.  In  these  mills 
it  is  proposed  to  treat  wool  from  the  fleece  stage  until  it  becomes 
yarn.  Another  firm  is  contemplating  the  manufacture  of  yarn  in 
a  suburb  of  Melbourne.  This  firm  is  considering  purchasing  from  a 
firm  in  England  a  plant  capable  of  producing  about  20',000  pounds 
of  yarn  a  week,  and  representations  are  being  made  to  th3  Common- 
wealth Government  with  a  view  to  securing  shipping  space.  Some 
of  the  machinery  for  this  plant  has  arrived  from  the  United  States, 
but  nothing  can  be  done  until  the  English  machinery  comes, 

A  strange  anomaly  exists  in  that  while  manufacturers  are  making 
every  effort  to  secure  carding  machines,  carded  wool  in  the  form  of 
wool  tops  is  being  exported  from  Australia  to  Japan.  In  the  past 
the  industry  has  been  encouraged  by  an  export  bounty  on  wool  tops, 
but  this  payment  has  now  been  discontinued.  When  wool-spinning 
machinenr  is  available  in  Australia,  the  question  of  preventing  tho 
export  of  wool  tops  will  have  to  be  considered,  but  as  the  price  now 
being  obtained  is  based  on  the  Bradford  parity,  which  is,  of  course, 
abnormally  high,  the  opposition  to  the  restriction  of  exports  is  likely 
to  be  very  strong. 

EFFECT  OF  WAB  ON  CHTrNQEINO'S  EXPORT  OF  BBISTLES. 

[CoDEul  G.  C  HanBOD,  ChUDgklng,  China,  June  2E.] 

Bristles  have  been  exported  from  Chungking  in  considerable  quan- 
tities for  many  years,  and  just  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in 
Europe  the  trade  was  increasing  to  a  gratifying  extent,  the  export 
of  21,369  hundredweight  of  100  pounds  each  in  1914  being  the  record. 
The  export  totals  for  the  last  five  vears  follow :  1913,  20,473  hundred- 
weight; 1914,  21,359;  1915,  21,2tl;  1916,  16,235;  and  1917,  15,653 
hundredweight. 

It  will  be  seen  that  as  the  war  progressed,  exports  of  bristl&s  de- 
clined. Besides  the  obstacles  encountered  in  attempting  to  secure 
ocean  shipping  space  and  the  disappearance  of  the  German  market, 
factors  that  had  a  bad  effect  on  the  trade,  internal  political  troubles, 
and  brigandage  largely  prevented,  in  1916  and  1917,  shipments  of 
unprepared  bristles  from  interior  points  to  Chungking,  where  tliey 
are  ckessed  for  the  foreign  market. 

There  are  a  number  of  establishments  in  Chungking  where  bristles 
are  prepared  for  direct  export  under  foreign  supervision.  Bristles 
are  one  of  the  few  exports  that  are  shipped  direct  from  Chungking 
abroad. 

IThe  nnmes  of  Chunehlne  flrnis  enpnitpd  In  tho  export  of  bristles  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Burenii  of  ForelRn  and  IJomeslk  Commerce  or  Its  district  or 
cooperative  offices  by  teferrlog  to  Ule  No.  1&41WT.]  ,  , 
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RAILWAY  DEVZLOFHrarr  IF  CENTBAI  AFRICA. 

IVlpp  Canaiil  ChirlM  J.  Pltar,  Cape  Town,  June  27.) 

AUtiough  railway  development  in  Central  Africa  has  been  coa- 
siderably  retarded  by  the  present  war,  the  construction  of  certain 
sections  has  been  continued  until  tno  long  routes,  by  rail  and  steamer, 
arc  now  complete. 

The  West-East  route  from  the  inoutli  of  the  Kongo  Kiver  to  Dar- 
es-Salaam was  finished  by  tlie  opening,  in  1915,  of  the  Eabalo- 
Albortvilie  Railway  from  the  Kongo  River  to  Lake  Tanganyika. 
The  spinal  route  from  Cape  Town  to  the  Kongo  Eiver  was  completed 
in  the  latter  part  of  1917  by  oiM-niug  traffic  on  the  section  connecting 
Tshilonga  to  Sankishia. 
Ro«te  of  Cape-to-Cairo  Bailroad. 

It  was  the  original  intention  to  carry  what  is  popularly  called  the 
Cape-to-Cairo  Railway  to  the  southern  end  of  Lake  Tanganyika  and 
thence  through  German  territory  to  Uganda.  But  this  proposal  wa.s 
defeated  and  the  line  has  been  carried  into  the  Katanga  district  of 
the  Belgian  Kongo.  The  railhead  for  some  time  has  Ijeen  Tshilonga, 
about  200  miles  north  of  Elizabethville.  leaving  a  gap  until  the  rail- 
way commenced  again  at  Sankishia  and  continued  until  Bukama  was 
reached.  This  gap  has  now  been  closed,  and  its  importance  may  be 
realized.  From  Cape  Town  to  Bukama  it  is  now  possible  to  proceed 
2,700  miles  by  a  through  train  without  changing  carriages. 

Bukama  is  situated  on  the  Lualaba  River,  the  main  tributary  of 
the  upper  Kongo,  and  this  place  will  be  the  distributing  center  for 
goods  from  South  Africa  to  the  vast  territories  of  Central  Africa. 

The  completion  of  the  railway  between  Tshilonga  and  Sankishia 
has  brought  Cape  Town  and  Dar-es-Sahiam,  on  the  east  coast  of 
Africa,  into  an  almost  continuous  rail  communication.  The  onl^- 
exceptions  are  the  400  miles  fi-om  Bukama  to  Kabalo,  connected  by 
ri\'er  steamers  plying  on  tlie  Kongo  River,  and  the  CO  miles  ncro^ 
Lake  Tanganyika  from  Albertville  to  Ujiji. 

Above  Kabulo,  tlie  terminus  of  tlie  railway  to  Albertville,  is  Kon- 
golo  whei'e  commences  the  first  of  the  three  links  that  skirt  the  rapids 
of  the  Kongo  River.  This  line  which  is  200  miles  in  lengtli  and  ter- 
minates at  Kindu,  was  built  to  avoid  the  Nyangwe  cataracts.  Navi- 
gation is  again  possible  for  about  200  miles  to  Ponthierville.  A  rail- 
way, 7r)  miles  long,  from  liore  to  Sfanleyville  avoids  the  rapids,  end- 
ing in  the  Stanley  Falls,  From  this  latter  river  port  there  is  st«amer 
communication  for  a  distance  of  1,000  miles,  to  Stanley  Pool.  Three 
cities,  in  close  proximity  to  ouch  other,  are  located  on  the  Pool — 
Leopoldville  and  Kinshasa,  in  Belgian  Kongo,  and  Brazzaville,  in 
Frencli  Kongo.  To  avoid  the  cataracts  in  the  Kongo  below  the  pool, 
a  railroad.  2(!0  Jiiiles  long,  has  been  built  from  Kinshasa  through 
Leopoldville  to  Matadi  whence,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kongo,  the  river 
is  navigable  by  ocean  going  steamers. 
ImpoTtBDCe  of  BcngnelU  Railway. 

.V  rnilwiiy  that  is  of  particular  interest  from  an  economic  stand- 
point is  the  Benguolla  Railway  from  Lobito  Bay,  in  Angola,  on  the 
west  coast  of  Africa.  This  railway  is  now  o)>en  for  325  miles,  and 
earthworks  have  \twj\  completed  for  another  75  miles,  but  construc- 
tion has  had  to  bo  sus^x-nded  through  the  dilBculty  in  obtaining  per- 


OOiUHEEOB  BEPOBTO.  697 1 

nutnent-w&y  material.    This  road,  however,  has  been  surveyed  as  far 
as  the  Cape  Town-Butama  Railway,  a  distance  of  1,160  miles. 

The  gauge  of  the  completed  line  will  be  3  feet  6  inches.  It  will 
be  located  alonfe  the  watershed,  dividing  the  tributaries  of  the  Kongo 
River  from  those"  of  the  Zambesi,  and  will  join  the  Cape  Town- 
Bnkama  line  about  90  miles  north  of  Elizabethville,  Belgian  Kongo. 
This  will  give  an  Atlantic  outlet  to  the  i-ieh  mineral  fields  of  Katanga, 
which  are  being  actively  exploited.  At  present  these  minerals  are 
carried  to  Beira  in  Mozambique,  and  from  there  shipped  to  Eniopo:. 
This  railway  will  considerably  shorten  the  overland  route  hcsidca 
reducing  the  ocean  voyage  by  approximately  3,000  miles. 
Otiier  Important  Ballways  Completed  or  Contemplated. 

There  are  several  smaller  railways,  completed  or  in  c«ui-se  of  con- 
struction, although  work  thereon  l;^s  been  retarded,  that  are  of  con- 
siderable economic  importance  in  opening  up  new  helds.  and  tapping 
new  sources  of  trade.  None  of  these,  however,  make  any  direct  con- 
nection with  the  railways  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa. 

Among  projected  railways,  it  is  proposed  to  build  a  line  from 
Stanleyville,  on  the  Kongo  Biver.  to  Mahaji  on  Lake  Albert, 
Anotlier  scheme  is  to  continue  the  line  from  Bukama  between  tho 
Sankuru  and  Kasai  Rivers  to  Ijeopoldville  in  order  to  open  up  the 
rich  rubber-producing  area  of  the  Belgian  Kongo.  These  lines  are, 
however,  only  contemplated,  whereas  all  the  others  mentioned  have 
been  or  soon  will  be  constructed.  All  are  of  the  3  foot  6  inch  gauge, 
which  permits  of  through  traffic  fixim  the  Union  of  South  Africa  to 
these  territories.  The  traffic  between  the  Union  and  Rhodesia  afid 
the  Belgian  Kongo  has  greatly  increased  within  recent  years,  and  tho 
further  penetration  of  Ccntrnl  Afiica  will  no  floubt  produce  economic 
and  other  changes  of  a  far-reaching  nature. 


NEW  AHERICAir  COUKESCIAL  ATTACH^  FOB  BEAZIL. 

Mr,  J.  E.  Philippi,  of  New  York  City,  has  been  appointed  Ameri- 
can commercial  attache  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  is  preparing  to  leave 
in  the  near  future  for  the  Brazilian  post.  The  position  of  commer- 
cial attache  in  Brazil  is  considered  of  special  importance  at  this  time 
when  the  relations  between  tho  two  countries  are  becoming  more  cor- 
dial evei'\'  dav  as  a  result  of  the  common  intereH  in  the  ontcouie  of 
the  war." 

Sir.  Philippi  has  been  engaged  in  business  in  Latin  America  for  17 
ycai^s  and  speaks  Portuguese  and  Spanish  fluently.  For  the  last 
three  years  he  has  been  the  Soiifli  American  representative  of  a 
prominent  New  York  concern,  during  which  time  he  has  devoted 
particular  attention  to  Brazil. 


BIDS  DBSIBED  FOB  COHSTBUCTION  IN  ECUADOR 

The  Ecuadorian  consul  general  at  New  York  states  that  tenders 
are  desired  for  the  construction  of  a  municipal  building  at  GuayaquUL 
Tho  bids  must  be  in  iierfoct  accordance  with  the  |>lans  and  general 
specifications,  copies  of  which  will  be  supplied  to  the  bidders  by  tho 
consul  general  at  17  Battery  Place,  Now  York. 

Goot^lc 
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INCREASED  COST  OF  LIVlNa  IN  SOUIS  AFBICA. 

The  increase  in  tlie  cost  of  living  in  South  Africa  is  shown  by  th« 
following  statement  from  the  Johannesburg  Chamber  of  Commerce 
report,  which  gives  the  prewar  and  present  retail  prices  of  foodstuffs, 
etc.,  in  Capetown,  Port  Elizabeth,  Johannesburg,  and  Durban,  where 
the  per  cent  of  increase  was  36,  32,  25,  and  39,  rtwpectively : 
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BIAIBOOWBIE  FBUIT  CROP. 

[ConEUl  H.  Ab«rt  JobDSOD,  Dundee,  ScollBUd,  Jul;  31.] 

The  strawberry  harvest  at  Blairgowrie,  wliicli  was,  it  is  stated, poor 
on  account  of  the  prolonged  drought,  is  now  completed,  and  rasp- 
berry picking  is  in  full  swing.  During  the  past  week  277  tons  of 
fruit  were  shipped  from  Blairgowrie  station,  as  against  29  tons  for 
the  corresponding  week  of  last  year,  20  tons  in  1916,  280  tons  in 
1915,  230  tons  in  1914,  and  a  record  for  any  week  in  July,  915  tons 
in  1910.  In  addition  to  the  amount  of  fruit  shipped,  a  large  tonnage 
has  been  dealt  with  at  the  new  pulping  works  at  Blairgowrie,  erectwl 
by  Messrs,  Keiller  &  Sons,  pi^eserve  manufactures  of  Dundee.  The 
total  gross  weight  of  rasi)berries  dispatched  this  season  up  to  date  is 
402  tons. 
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BnamreuAM  ecectuc  sqpflt  fkojxct. 

[Conmil   E.   Ilaldciran   Dennlaon,   BlrmiJiBTism,   England.   Aoe-   1.]  ' 

The  Birmingham  city  connoil  hns  jiiht  apprnvctl  a  project  for  a 
.very  large  expenditure  in  electric  Mnpply  p»niipnicitt.  Tlie  new 
scheme  provides  for  (he  oon<itrnction  of  n  penniuient  {reuerjiting  sta- 
tion at  Nechells,  The  estimated  ccwt  of  the  building  iind  equipment 
of  the  station  np  to  an  initial  capacity  of  30,000  kilowatts  is  £1^38,710 
($6,514,832),  including  £58,-2G0  (i|!28.V>22)  already  spent,  and  the 
cost  of  the  linking  up  mains  between  Nechells  and  Smetliwick  and 
the  mains  and  siibistation  equipment  is  estimated  at  £-287,-130  ($1,398,- 
778),  making  a  grand  (otal  of  £1,62C,140  ($7,913.r.l0).  Tliough  the 
scheme  involves  snch  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  the  position  is 
one  of  extreme  urgency.  It  is  recopjiized  tliat  in  a  great  industrial 
center  such  as  Birmingliam  not  only  during  the  war,  but  afterwards, 
electrical  current  will  be  in  much  greater  demand.  In  1913  the 
municipal  authorities  had  nuthorized  an  expenditure  of  £280,000 
($1,362,620)  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  a  generating  sta- 
tion at  Nechells,  and  when  the  war  broke  out 'the  erection  of  that 
station  was  in  progrea-s,  but  the  Government  declined  to  allow  its 
completion.  A  temporary  station  was  therefore  sanctioned  in  1915. 
This  was  insufficient,  and  the  additional  plant  since  provided  has 
also  been  found  inadcfjiiate.  The  need  for  more  iN>wer  to  satisfy 
the  requirements  has  constantly  increased  and  has  put  an  enormous 
strain  upon  resources. 

PROVISIONS  OF  THE  CUBAN  CLOSING  LAW. 

[Ccorge  A.  MnklDSOD.  roDRiilar  ^sr>l^<lllnt,  CnrdoiK,  Aug.  H.] 
The  "  closing  law  "  recently  signed  by  President  Menoeal  became 
effective  for  the  RepHbli<'  of  Culwi  on  Augitst  1,  lOlH,  and  provides 
Umt  all  stores,  warvlioiises,  shops,  etc.,  situated  in  municipalities  of 
the  first  class  will  close  and  cease  work  at  C  p.  m.  on  week  days. 
On  Sundays  and  holidays  all  activity  in  theiu  is  prohil>ited.  Retail 
food  stores  will  clo.sc  at  8  p.  m.  on  week  days  and  at  10  p.  m.  aa  Sun- 
days. Barber  shops  will  remain  open  until  7  p.  m.  on  Mondays  and 
Fridavs  and  until  11  p.  m.  on  Saturdays,  but  will  not  be  permitted 
to  sell  perfumes  or  othef  articles  while  general  stores  are  closed. 
They  will  remain  closed  on  Sundays  and  bolides  except  where  a 
holiday  immediately  precedes  or  follows  a  Sunday,  in  which  caac 
they  may  remain  open  the  day  l>efore  or  the  day  after  the  affected 
Sunday. 

In  ail  stores  and  workshops  affected  by  the  new  Jaw  clerks  and 
other  employees  may  voluntarily  remain  at  their  posts  one  honr  after 
closing  time  for  the  purpose  of  balancing  books,  arranging  stocks, 
and  janitoring,  but  sliall  maintain  no  communication  with  the  pnblic. 


Swim  Trade  in  Wiadow  Olau. 

The  imports  of  window  glass  into  Switzerland  during  1917  were 
valued  at  $600,000,  Germany  and  Austria  supplying  about  $290,000 
WOTth  each  and  the  remainder  coming  from  Belgium.  The  exports 
were  valtwd  at  about  $510,000,  of  which  *14S.(>00  worth  went  to 
France  and  the  remainder  to  Great  Bntain  and  Italy.     ,-  ■ 
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V  PBEPABATIONS  IN  JAFAN  FOR  POST-WAB  EXPORT  BTTSINESS. 
[Weekly  BulktlD.  CSDaillan  Depart  m cut  ot  Trade  Hod  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Aue.  1!.] 
Five  thousand  circulars  Imve  just  been  mailed  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  teliinp;  of  a  new  foreifi;n-tradc  bureau  that  has  been  formed  by 
the  city  of  Yokohama.  This  bureau  is  a  municipal  institution,  which 
will  be  the  forerunner  of  a  great  commercial  museum  to  be  built  in 
that  city  in  the  near  future.  This  new  bureau  will  be  housed  in  the 
city  office  buildinji,  and  here  samples  will  be  displayed  and  informa- 
tion reprarding  goods  for  export  and  import  may  be  obtained. 

Mr.  M.  Kigo,  director  of  the  new  bureau,  states  that  the  business  to 
he  transacted  is  as  follows: 

1.  Investigation  of  foreign  trade  in  Japan  and  related  business 
activities. 

2.  Collection  and  exhibits  of  the  following  goods : 

(a)  Export  and   import  goods  and  samples  of  Yokohama 

products. 

(b)  Samples  and  specimens  from  oversea  markets  and  mate- 

rials to  judge  manners,  customs,  tastes,  or  life  of  alt 
nation-s. 

(c)  Catalogues,  papers,  magazines,  and  other  printed  matter 

relating  to  foreign  trade. 

3.  Introductions  and  assistance  in  developing  trade. 

4.  Consultation  as  to  suitable  design  in  goods  and  advertising  by 
special  experts. 

.'>.  Information  on  all  inquiries  and  translation  of  unfamiliar  lan- 
guages. 

C.  Opening  of  occasional  special  exhibitions  and  lectures  for  the 
study  of  merchandise. 
Industrial  Commissioners  Abroad— Sample  Exhibits  in  Sontta  America. 

A  memorandum  has  just  been  presented  to  the  Government  by  the 
Yokohama  Chamber  of  Commerce  calling  upon  it  to  dispatch  indus- 
trial or  technical  commissioners  abroad  to  study  industry  in  many 
of  the  important  manufacturing  centers  of  the  world.  It  is  stated 
that  Japan's  industry  is  not  yet  satisfactorily  developed  and  that 
after  the  war  it  will  be  backward  in  the  industrial  race  unless  some 
precautions  are  taken  to  increase  the  effectiveness  and  efficiency  of 
manufacturing  in  this  country. 

Another  feature  of  the  preparations  being  made  by  Japan  for 
aftor-the-war  business  is  that  relating  to  the  exhibition  of  samples 
of  the  products  of  Japan  in  different  countries.  The  first  exhibition 
of  this  kind  will  be  held  in  Montevideo,  Urnguay,  South  Americ«, 
from  June.  1919.  to  December  of  the  same  year.  It  is  stated  that  the 
following  branches  of  industry  will  be  represented  in  various  forms : 
Agricultural  products  in  general,  electrical,  steam,  oil,  and  other 
machinery  and  supplies  of  all  kinds,  surgical  instruments,  musical 
instruments,  wines,  liquors,  soft  drinks,  sporting  goods,  and  aviation 
supplies.  It  is  said  that  afterwards  other  exhibits  may  be  opened 
in  Kio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  and  in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina, 
JTew  nitrogen  Lab  oratory— Branches  of  Eichanee  Banks  for  Nagoya. 

It  has  been  announced  bv  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce that  they  have  decided  to  erect  a  nitrogen  plant  at  Sugamo, 
jicar  Tokyo.   The  plan  was  drafted  by  the  Government  last  year  with 
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a  view  to  extracting  nitrogen  from  the  air  to  such  an  extent  that 
Japaji  would  be  able  tx)  manufacture  enough  for  her  chemical,  ex- 
plosive, and  fertilizer  industries.  Although  the  new  laboratory  will 
not  bo  finished  until  March  next,  the  plans  were  put  in  motion  and 
arrangements  made  for  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  Govermnent  Industrial 
Laboratory  at  Tokyo,  wliile  the  staff  also  was  appointed.  The  equip- 
ment will  consist  of  a  general  laboratory  room,  electrical  plants, 
hydro  nitrogen  plants,  engine  rooms,  gas  tanks,  i-efining  jilant,  ammu- 
nition plant,  and  other  necessary  apparatus. 

One  of  the  plans  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  Nagoya  to  in- 
crease exports  and  imports  of  the  city  is  to  endea\or  to  liave  estab- 
lished in  Nacoya  branch  offices  of  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank,  the 
Taiwan  BanK,  and  otlier  exchange  banky.  Meanwhile,  they  have 
commenced  the  investigation  of  foreign  drafts  whieli  have  been 
drawn  by  the  people  of  Nagoya.  It  is  said  that  almost  all  of  the 
goods  imported  from  abroad  and  exported  from  Nagoya  are  for- 
warded through  Yokohama,  Kobe,  or  Osaka,  and  that  the  amount  of 
drafts  which  are  drawn  at  the  banks  at  Nngoya  is  very  small,  stand- 
ing always  at  less  than  40  per  cent  of  the  whole  amount,  while  the 
rest  are  all  drawn  through  tlu'  above  banks  in  other  cities,  which 
accounts  for  the  smaller  trade  figures. 
iKspectloD  of  Silk  Crepe  and  Kabe-Chlriinen. 

Up  to  the  present  there  has  been  no  inspection  of  silk  ci-epe  and 
kabe  for  export.  Having  lately  observed  that  these  sitks  have  had 
a  tendency  to  be  manufactured  so  coarsely  that  exporters  received 
many  claims  from  abroad,  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Agri- 
cultuie  has  announced  that  from  July  1  the  Kanagawa  Government 
(Yokohama  prefecture)  will  start  the  conditioning  of  all  crepes  for 
export  purposes. 

These  silk  stuffs  have  been  assuming  a  growing  importance  in  ex- 
port markets.  Last  vear  the  export  of  crepes  amounted  to  4,t)67,S95 
yards,  vahicd  at  4,901,820  yen  ($2,440,837),  whicli  was  an  increase 
of  nearly  100  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  This  year  business 
has  been  very  good  also,  having  reached  a  total  of  2,5C.'>,404  yards, 
vahied  at  3.406,904  yen  ($1,741,458)  at  the  end. of  April,  compared 
with  a  total  of  976,011  yards,  valued  at  1,095,824  yen  ($545,720) 
for  tlie  corresponding  period  of  1917. 


AXERICAH  BKANCH  HOUSE  AT  BOSASIO. 

[Consul  Wltbeit  L.   Boncoy,  Itosuria,  ArGcQtlna,  July  a.] 

Tlie  most  important  event  in  relation  to  American  commerce  that 
has  occurred  at  Rosario  for  many  years  is  the  inauguration  of  the 
branch  of  the  Intel-national  Harvester  Corporation  under  its  own 
name  in  the  old  quarters  of  Hitsenclever  &  Co,  The  American  com- 
pany purchased  the  agency,  lease,  and  business  of  Hasenclever  & 
Co.  and  has  made  repairs  and  extensions  to  suit  its  contemplated  ex- 
pansion of  the  business.  The  firm  of  Mtessrs.  Hasenclever  &  Co.  was 
a  pioneer  in  introducing  American  agricultural  and  especially  har- 
vesting machinery  into  northern  Argentina.  It  is  said  the  business 
of  that  company  in  northern  Argentina  amounted  to  more  than 
$2,000,000,  United  States  currency,  per  annum.  Recently  its  business 
has  suffered  considerably  by  reason  of  its  enemy  status,  and  it  has 
been  obliged  to  retire. 

Goot^lc 
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DECREASED  GOLD  FBODUCIION  IN  CHOSEN. 

[Eicerpt  from  Seoul  PrcGS  transmitted  by  Conwl  General  HnnBlonl  S.  Miller,  Seoal.] 

Tile  output  of  gold  from  mines  in  Chosen  is  steadily  on  the  decrease 
since  last  year.  The  decrease  is  more  marked  tliis  year,  the  total 
output  obtained  during  the  first  six  months  being  only  8,200,000  ven 
($1,593,000),  or  a  decrease  of  600,000  yen  as  compared  with  the  first 
half  of  last  year.  It  may  seem  that  the  rate  of  decrease  is  not  very 
big,  but  the  jfact  is  that  it  is  witnessed  principally  with  regard  to  the 
output  from  mines  managed  by  Japanese  and  Koreans,  as  big  mines 
managed  by  foreigners,  such  as  the  Unsan,  Suan,  and  Chiksan  mines, 
are  maintaining  their  usual  rate.  The'  output  of  gold  from  tlie 
Unsan,  Suan,  and  Chiksan  mines  accounts  for  60  per  cent  of  the  total 
output  throughout  the  peninsula.  This  means  that  the  gold  from 
these  three  mines  during  the  first  six  months  of  last  year  amounted 
in  value  to  2,280,000  yen,  and  that  from  mines  managed  by  Japanese 
and  Koreans  to  1,500,000  yen.  Consequently  a  decrease  of  a)0,000 
yen  on  1,500,000  yen  is  by  no  means  small. 

This  decrease  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  abnormal  rise  in  the 
price  of  chemicals  and  materials  necessary  for  carrj'ing  out  mining 
undertakings,  including  dynamite,  quicksilver,  etc.,  and  by  the  dearth 
of  hands  due  to  the  prosperous  condition  of  commerce  and  industry 
in  the  peninsula;  also  by  the  rise  in  wages.  In  spite  of  the  great 
increase  in  expenditure,  the  price  of  gold  maintains  the  same  level 
as  that  for  many  years  past,  viz,  5  yen  ($2.50)  a  momme  (0.1325 
ounce),  and  this  has  made  it  impossible  for  owners  of  small  mines 
to  carry  on  the  undertaking  with  profit,  resulting  in  the  closing  down 
of  no  small  number  of  mines.  The  Kuhara  and  Fujita  firms  have, 
however,  been  buying  gold  ore  and  exporting  it  to  Japan.  Taking 
this  into  account,  it  may  be  that  the  output  of  gold  has  not  decreased 
so  much  as  it  appears,  but  at  any  rate  gold  refined  in  Chosen  has 
remarkably  decreased.  It  is  thought  that,  unless  the  price  of  com- 
modities, as  well  as  wages,  drops  considernblv,  gold  mining  in  Chosen 
will  not  recover  its  former  prosperous  condition. 


FOPFIATION  OF  THE  CANAL  ZONE. 

[Consul  JuHqb  D.  Drehpr,  Colon,   rBDama,  Auff,   1,1 

A  census  of  the  Canal  Zone  taken  by  the  police  and  fire  division 
ns  of  June  30, 1918,  shows  a  total  civilian  population  of  21,707,  which 
is  a  decrease  of  1.588  as  compared  with  the  population  a  year  ago. 
Of  the  total  population  2.827  American  men  and  7,074  men  of  other 
nationalities  (chiefly  British  West  Indian  negroes)  are  employed  by 
The  Panama  Canal  and  Railroad.  There  arc  in  the  Canal  Zone 
1,776  American  women  and  2,040  American  children  and  3,073  women 
and  4,102  children  of  other  nationalities.  Of  the  1,588  decrease  in 
population  757  are  Americans  and  831  of  other  nationalities. 


UONCTON  UNEN  HILL  IN  OPERATION. 

[Consul  E.  Verne  Rlchnrdsou,   Monetan,   Kew  Brunswick,  Canniln.   An^.    14,1 

The  plant  of  the  Maritime  Linen  Mills  (Ltd.)  recently  established 
in  this  city,  of  which  mention  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  of 
May  18,  last,  is  now  iu  operation,  producing  chiefly  towels  and  tow- 
eling from  36  looms.  /  -  I 
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IMPaOVED  CONDITIONS  AT  KOSABIO. 

tCoBanl  WUbert  L.  Bonncf,  Rogario,  Argentina,  July  6.] 

A  certain  degree  of  recovery  from  the  long-continued  depression 
in  northern  Argentina  is  apparent.  The  declared  exports  from  Rosa- 
rio  to  the  United  States  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  calendar  year 
1918  amounted  to  $3,049,fi20  in  United  States  currency,  compared 
with  only  $424,CG0  for  the  corresponding  six  months  of  1917.  The 
espoi-tK  thuH  far  this  year  consist  almost  entirely  of  lins<'ed. 

The  receipts  of  Uie  customhouse  at  Bosario  for  the  six  month* 
amounted  to  $1,442,197,  irhich  is  almont  the  same  amount  that  was 
collected  during  the  entire  calendar  year  1917  ($1,448^00),  indicnt- 
iiig  a  largeh-  increased  importation  direct  to  Kosario  this  year. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918,  the  gross  traffic  revenues 
of  the  five  leading  railways  of  the  Rosario  district  show  an  increase 
of  15  per  cent  orer  the  preceding  year. 

Although  business  conditions  as  a  whole  are  much  below  normal, 
the  tendency  is  now  in  the  riglit  direction.  Some  movement  is  noted 
in  farm  lan^s  and  colonization.  It  may  be  said  that  the  business  oiit- 
lo<^,  in  spite  of  some  disconcerting  factors,  is  now  better  than  at  any 
time  during  the  last  three  years. 


BEGTTLATIONS  GOTERHZNO  SLAUGHTER  OF  CATTLE  IN  BRAZIL. 

[Vice  CoDiDl   Kldi»ra   l\   Momsen.   Bio  de  .Tanolro,  July   1.] 

By  Decree  No.  13,054,  of  June  5,  1918,  .the  President  of  Brazil  has 
promulgated  further  regulations  governing  the  slai^htering  of  cattle 
suitable  for  breeding,  as  previously  regulated  by  Decree  No,  13,026 
of  May  15, 1918  [noted  in  Commerce  Kepokts  for  July  1,  1918]. 

During  tlie  period  of  the  war  it  is  forbidden  to  slaughter  cattle 
less  than  eight  years  of  age  suitable  foi-  breeding,  and  a  fine  of  100 
milreis  (about  $25  in  American  currency)  per  head  is  provided  for  • 
all  infractions  of  this  regulation. 

All  persons,  however,  are  exempted  from  this  fine,  who  prove  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Federal  inspectors,  or  of  the  State  or  munici- 
pal authorities  duly  authorized  for  the  purpose  by  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  that  the  animals  that  they  have  slaughtered  were  sterile, 
or  were  not  fitted  on  account  of  some  defect  for  breeding  purposes. 

All  slaughterhouses  and  jerked-beef  establishments  that  are  not 
served  by  Federal,  State,  or  municipal  meat  inspectors  are  obliged 
to  request  the  appointment  of  such  officials,  and  nide-inspection  cer- 
tificates will  be  refused  to  all  establishments  that  do  not  have  this 


RAILWAY  CONCESSION  SOLICITED  IN  NORTHERN  ARGENTINA. 

[CoiiBtil  Wllbcrt  Ti.  Boniipj-,  Rosnrlo,  July  )>.) 

■  The  firm  of  Juan  B.  Lalucat  &  Co.,  Calle  25  de  Mayo  81,  Buenos 
Aires,  has  renewed  its  petition  to  the  Federal  (Jovernment  for  a 
concession  for  the  construction  of  about  180  miles  of  railway  to  extend 
from  Malabrigo,  a  point  on  the  French  railway  system  in  the 
Province  of  Santa  Fe,  near  the  quebracho  district,  in  a  general  north- 
westerly direction  to  Aiiatuya.  a  junction  on  the  State  railway  sys- 
tem in  the  Province  of  Santiago  del  I>tero. 


COMMEBCE  BEPOETS. 

FOKEION  TKADE  OPPOETTFHITIES. 

from  the  Bareso  and  Its  diatrlct  and  cooiiera- 

>> , .„.  >pporlunllj'  ahould  be  on  a  sepBrale  ulieet  and  alula 

ully  nniubep.  The  BareKa  docs,  not  furnlsti  civdil  ratiags  or  aaaume 
rf>gpDasLbllJI7  na  to  the  Ktandlag  of  fOTVisii  Inquirers ;  the  uniial  prcCHUtluna  should  be 
takvQ  Id  all  ivapa.  Symbols :  *  Reported  b;  Amerlran  con&ular  oll1»>rs :  t  Rpported  b; 
cammcrctal  atlueb^  and  commorclal  agents :  t  Direct  Inqulrlea  received  b;  the  Uurean. 
In  cODililprliiic  the  fnllowlriK  "  opportiinUlrB  "  ■peclnl  renard  ahonld  be 
■---■   --   '■--  ■ — ■* ■-** KOverntnir  export  Ilc«naea  and  Iradlns 


with  the  enemr. 

Druga  and  chemical B 
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KU'ctflL-ttl  apparalua— 

nardware- 

Ty[».«-ri.lr8 
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27349,  27261 


27347.t— A  consular  ollleer  of  a  foreign  country  desires  to  get  lu  communica- 
tion witli  manufactures  of  rings  fur  iiicandcsteat  mantles.  Catalogues  are 
request  eil. 

27343.* — A  fivni  In  Slam  flcsirefi  the  sole  QBoncy  for  aniline  dyes  similar  to 
those  tormerly  Imported  from  Germany  in  large  quantities.  Cash  will  be 
paid  DgalnBt  documeiue  through  tlie  ftrm'a  afKnt  in  New  York.  Sniiiples 
of  the  dyes,  showing  tlie  metliod  of  pacliing.  etc.,  may  be  examined  at  the 
Burenu  or  its  district  offices.    Reference.    Itefer  to  file  No.  1038D4, 

27549. '—A  company  in  India  wishes  to  purciiftw  BOO  220-voIt  direct  current  three 
or  four  blade  ceiling  fans,  (i.OOO  32-candlepo\ver  metallic  fliniueiit  lamps, 
CijOm  lamp  sockets,  G.OOO  Bwltches,  0,000  fuseless  oeiliug  rosettes,  and  0,000 
line  fuse  lioxes,  all  of  220  volt ;  30  miles  No.  18  rul)l)er-covere(i  copper  wire. 
20  niilea  No.  10  rubber-covered  copper  wire.  4  miles  No,  7/20  rubber-covered 
cop|)Cr  cable,  and  one  mile  of  flexible  lamp  curd.  Terms,  cash  agala^t  ship- 
ping docnnients.    Iteference. 

27300.*^ — A  manager  of  a  business  house  In  Australia,  who  is  about  to  \isit  the 
United  States,  desires  to  get  In  communication  with  manufacturers  of  dry 
colors  such  as  chromes,  blues,  greens,  reds,  etc.;  writing,  news,  printing, 
wrapping,  and  greaseproof  papers ;  plate  and  sheet  glass ;  cream  tartar ; 
tortnric  acid;  citric  acid:  bicarbonate  and  caustic  sodiis;  boric  acid; 
cocoa  butter;  cotlon  unfinished  and  sewing  twine;  dextrine;  gums;  cotton- 
seed oil;  coil  and  all  flsh  oils;  shop  twines;  and  canned  flab  of  all  kinds. 

273,''>1.* — A  firm  in  Chile  desrtres  to  purchane  foodstuffs,  machinery,  hardware, 
clothing,  boots,  shoes,  liquors,  drugs,  galvanized  Iron  for  buildings,  black 
and  galvanised  smootii  fence  wire,  steel  ixists,  mineral  oils,  and  soft  coal. 
An  agency  is  also  desired  for  automobiles,  office  supplies  and  furniture, 
typewriters,  marine  and  Are  insurance,  steaniships,  and  sheep  dip.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  English.    Reference. 

273-')2.* — A, firm  in  India  desires  to  purchase  and  to  secure  agencies  for  all 
grades  of  wliisky,  preferably  malt  or  grain  spirit,  with  strength  17  to  20 
oierproof  in  bulk.  Should  be  put  up  in  icgs  and  In  casea  of  one  dozen 
quarts  or  two  dozen  pints  wrapped  tn  straw.    Reference. 

273T3.* — A  company  in  Italy  desires  to  purchase  lead  pencils,  copying  pencils, 
steel  p<'ns,  penholders,  and  general  stationery.  Catalogues  and  samples  are 
rtxiuestcd.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English,    lleferencea. 

273.')4.* — A  man  In  Canada  wishes  to  purchase  tubs  for  washing  niachinea. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Reference  will  be  fumislied. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUSEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOKESTIC  COUMERCE, 


DISTBICT  OFFICES. 
HEW  TOBKi   7)<  CDttonkoaiw. 
BOSTON:  tSUt  Cmtmboiir. 
tIIICl<U>:  »U4  FHrral  ttalMlnit. 
BT.  LOriSl  403  Tkiri  ICatlDail  Bank  BilldlnH 
NEW  OHI.E\Vt<i  lose  HlbfraU  Baak  Balldlui 
BA!(  FRlXCISTOl  WJ  ClalnnlioBlB. 
BBATTLBi  S4S  Hcarj  BiildlBi. 


COOPEBltTITE  OFFICES. 
CLEVELAND:  CliiBbcr  of  CoBnem. 


Ballwai,  VS  lanlli  Billdlai. 
l.m  A>GELES:  CUnbrr  ol  t'omnrrft. 
rHIIAUELPHIA:  Oianber  ol  Cuamen*. 
PUBTLAMI.  OKEfl.:  Chaahfr  of  <:ubih( 
DAYTON  i  OrtitCT  Pajloa  AoocUtloa, 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OP  FOREIGN  AND  DOUESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OP  COUUERCE 

For  ule  br  llie  SupoinUDdeDl  ct  Decgmoitt,  Wuluottoii,D.  C,  it  (2.50  per  for 

No.  197        Washington,  D.  C,  Tliursday,  August  22    • 


E;ipDrt   of  sngar,   wheat,   and   wheat  Eiporta  of  castor  oil  from  TleotBlp 7 

products  lo  I'auudii TOS      JiipaD-AmcrEcsD  war  trade T 

GoTerniiient  Gld  tor  Britlub  dye  Indus-  Three  moatlis'  exports  from  Ulasgow 


lo  UuHed  States  ,. 


products  of  Puerto  CaheTio  dis-  Inerraaed   cbari^   for   Glasgow   elec- 


— ^ —    eoatskluB    ttom    Cbuug-  Trade  lu  llquont  In  8(ra 

king 707       (lulput  ot  salt  In  Chos 

r. . ...  ._  -._...  _...  -.,-      ^.^^^  iradlug  places  Id 

Monpolifl. 


To  manufacture  coconut  and  palm  oil  BCntu*  of  tbc  port  of  Wanlinlen 71S 

In   Colon 709  De.TCaBPd   linporM    ot   leathcc    lieltEng 

DuDilec  textile  trade ,_  710  Into  Japan 718 

Flax  dprnoDstratlon  bold  in  CanailH...  711       Japanri^c  teiUtlaer  Industry 71S 

Control    ot    camphor    production     In  Demand  for  motor  boats  Id  Denmark —  719 


n-IIotl}-ODg  Railway  _ 


New  Brunswick -Prince  Edward  Island  In^reasliig  Iradc  Id  JHpane__  . 

direct  telephone 712       Proposals  for  GoTcrnULiDt  supplli-s  . 

IndlaD  trade  commissioner  In  London.  71."  "  "'  ~ 


EXPORT  OF  SVGAS,  WHEAT,  AND  WHEAT  PROSVCTS  TO  CANADA. 

Tile  War  Trade  Board,  after  consultation  with  the  Food  Adminis- 
tration, announces  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B,  R.  207)  the  withdrawal 
of  the  autliority  heretofore  extended  to  collectors  of  customs  to 
license  the  exportation  to  Canada  of  small  quantities  of  sugar,  wheat, 
and  wheat  products  involved  in  retail  border  traffic 

Collectors  of  customs  are  still  authorized  to  license,  in  their  dis- 
cretion, for  export  to  Canada,  small  quantities  of  foodstuffs  and  feed- 
stitffs,  other  than  those  specified  above,  when  such  exportation  in- 
volves merely  border  traffic  on  a  small  scale  by  persons  living  near 
the  border,  such  as  that  arising  out  of  customary  retail  purchases 
for  their  own  needs. 

Hereafter  no  sliipinents  of  sugar,  wlieat,  and  products  of  wlieat, 
no  matter  in  what  quantity,  may  be  exported  to  Canada  without  the 
issuance  of  an  individual  export  license  by  the  War  Trade  Board. 

OOVEKNMENT  AID  FOR  BRITISH  DTE  INDVSTRT. 

,  [CoDSiil  Huntor  Sharp,  Heltust,  Ireland,  Jul;  27.] 

At  a  meeting  in  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  July  25, 
1918,  a  vote  on  the  supplementary  estimates  for  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  £1,000,000  {$4,8Gfl,500),  the  first  installment  of  an  advance  for  the 
development  of  the  British  dye  industry,  was  agreed  to.  The  object 
of  this  advance  is  to  establish  the  dyo  industry  on  a  sound  basis 
within  a  reasonable  time  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

The  assistance  of  the  Government,  which  was  proposed  toward 
this  object,  would  take  the  form  of  a  loan  at  a  fair  rate  of  interest, 
a  contribution  toward  the  cost  of  extensions  of  products,  and  a  con- 
tribution in  aid  of  research. 

Those  securing  the  advanta<re  of  the  loan  would  be  placed  under 

a  definite  obligation  to  manufacture  that  range  of  dyes  which  could 
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not  at  present  be  produced  on  a  comnieidal  basis,  but  which  were 
essential  to  bo  produced  in  the  national  interests.  The  loans  granted 
ivould  be  about  40  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  invested  m  th^ 
tmdei-takings,  and  tlie  Board  of  Trade  would  have  the  right  of  iator- 
ference  i£  any  complaint  was  made  regarding  nnduly  high  prices 
charged  fnr  products. 

EXPORT  PHODTTCTS  OF  PTJEBTO  CABELLO  DISTRICT, 

ICoDBDt   Frank  Andaaon   Henrj.  Puerto  Cabello,  VcneiiHiB,   Aag.    1.) 

As  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  letters  received  by  this  con- 
sulate are  inquiries  for  different  articles  tliat  are  exported  from 
here  or  are  thought  to  be  exported,  it  is  believed  that  a  brief  state- 
ment as  to  what  products  this  district  has  for  export  or  is  likely  to 
have  in  the  near  future  might  be  of  interest  to  American  importers. 

Puerto  CabcUo  is  one  of  the  important  export  points  for  Vene- 
zuelan products,  furnishing  about  S»  per  cent  of  the  total.  It  owes 
lie  importance  chiefly  to  an  excellent  harbor,  where  ships  up  to  nearly 
10,000  tons  can  lie  alongside  of  the  wharves  in  safety.  It  has  usually 
held  third  place  in  the  value  of  Venezuelan  exports,  coming  after 
Maracaibo  and  La  Guaira.  It  is  connected  by  rail  with  Valencia 
and  by  boat  and  rail  with  Barquislmeto,  two  of  Venezuela's  lading 
interior  cities,  and  receives  shipments  by  coastwise  trade  from  various 
parts  of  the  Kepublic.  It  is  the  principal  port  of  the  country  in 
shipments  of  hides  and  skins,  the  second  in  coffee,  and  the  third  in 
cocoa.  In  addition,  all  the  expoi-ts  of  frozen  meat  and  copper  ore 
are  credited  to  it,  although  in  the  latter  case  actual  loading  takes 
place  at  Tucacas,  the  seaboard  terminus  of  the  railway  from  the 
mines  at  Aroa. 
Products  Shipped. 

The  principal  exports  from  Puerto  Cabello  consist  of  coffee,  cacao, 
hides  and  skins,  frozen  meat,  copper  ore  and  matte,  and  sugar.  The 
total  average  value  of  exports  for  the  three  years  ended  1917 
amounted  to  $D,285,500j  made  up  as  follows:  Coffee,  54.7  per  cent; 
cacao  13.3  per  oeut;  hides  and  skins  (cattle,  goat,  and  deer),  12.3 
pet  cent;  copper  ore  and  matte,  7.4  per  cent;  froeen  meat,  6,5  per 
cent;  ^ugar,  2.6  per  cent;  and  the  remainder,  made  -up  of  such 
articles  as  cottonseed  products,  fertilizer  and  other  rnimal  by- 
products, shells,  woods,  leather,  beans,  com,  and  castor  seeds.  In  the 
case  of  the  last  three,  war  conditions  have  stimulated  production 
sufficiently  to  leave  a  surplus  for  export  and  larger  amounts  should 
he  available  this  year. 

Coffee  escee<ls  all  other  exports  combined,  but  it  is  of  even  ^eater 
relative  importance  than  the  percentage  of  54.7  per  ceut  would  in- 
dicate, for  during  the  years  under  consideration  shipments  have  been 
curtailed  and  coffee  prices  have  been  far  lower  than  the  average. 
Perhaps  the  year  1912,  when  coffee  furnished  79  per  cent  of  the  export 
values,  present  a  more  accurate  illustration  of  the  importance  of  this 
article. 

IncTeased  Purchases  by  United  States. 

In  1913  the  United  States  took  only  12  jx;r  cent  bf  theexports  of 
this  port,  increasing  to  about  37  per  cent  in  the  years  1915  and 
1916.    The  only  reason  that  it  does  not  take  an  even  greater  propor- 
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tion  is  that  Venezuelan  coffee  does  not  as  a  rule  command  as  profit- 
able prices  in  the  American  market  as  in  tlie  European. 

The  greater  part  of  the  exports  to  the  United  btates  are  sent  on 
consignment  to  houses  in  New  York,  which  do  both  an  import  and 
export  business  and  have  long-established  local  connections.  Occa- 
sionally, liowever,  sales  are  made  in  advance.  While  it  is  always 
possible  for  new  firms  to  enter  this  market,  letters  of  a  general  char- 
acter merely  stating  tliat  an  American  house  is  interested  in  the 
products  of  Venezuela,  and  prepared  to  do  business,  are  not  usually 
sufficient  to  produce  results. 

Most  of  the  princi])al  export  houses  are  located  in  this  port,  though 
there  are  a  few  in  the  interior  at  Valencia  and  Karquisinieto,  and 
also  in  Coro.  The  latter  place  exports  through  a  small  port  of  its 
own,  La  Vela  de  Coro,  the  chief  products  being  goatskins,  goat 
manui-e,  and  divi-divi.  The  total  export  business  of  the  port 
amounts  to  less  tiian  10  per  cent  of  that  dt  Puerto  Cabello. 

[A  list  of  the  more  Importiiut  firms  exporting  from  the  Puerto  Cnhpllo  tlis- 
trlpt  CBn  be  olitflliiwl  from  thp  T!iireiiii  of  FV>relKii  niul  IWmpstle  Commerce  or 
its  dlstrlft  or  c-ooi>eriitIve  ollltes  by  referring  to  file  No.  105016.] 


EXPORTS  OF  GOATSKINS  FBOH  CHtrNQEIHO, 
(Consul  G.  C.  llnnsoD,  diuDgklng,  China,  Juue  25.] 

From  an  export  of  5S)0,5'28  pieces  of  untanned  goatskins  in  1903, 
Chungking's  trade  in  this  article  gradually  expanded,  until  in  1916 
2,342,b52  pieces  wei-e  exported.  The  export  figures  for  the  last  five 
years  follow:  1913,  1,562,857  pieces;  1914,  1,032,944;  1915,  1,933,011; 
1916,  2,312,852;  and  1917,  1,088,035  pieces. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Eui-ope  local  importers  of  cotton 
yarn  ha^e  taken  advantage  of  the  exports  of  goatskins  to  Shanghai 
to  finance  their  purchases  there  of  yarn  intended  for  West  China. 
In  1916  there  was  a  big  demand  for  goatskins  in  the  United  States 
in  order  to  fulfill  contracts  placed  by  the  allied  Governments.  Prices 
advanced  enormou.sly,  being  at  one  time  three  times  as  high  as  in 
1915,  and  on  the  average  at  least  double  as  high.  During  the  first 
three  months  of  1917  speculative  buying  continued  and  prices  in- 
creased to  four  times  the  normal  level.  The  American  market  evi- 
dently became  overstocked.  This  factor,  coupled  vith  the  uncertain 
conditions  resulting  from  America's  entrance  into  the  war  and  the 
fear  of  possible  price  regulation,  caused  an  absence  of  demand  and  a 
heavy  fall  in  prices  at  the  end  of  1917.  Hence  the  exports  during 
1917  fell  below  the  figures  for  1915,  and  many  local  dealers  who  had 
bought  with  the  idea  that  the  unprecedented  demand  would  con- 
tinue were  hit  heavily.  Political  troubles  had  a  deterrent  effect  on 
the  export  of  slcins  toward  the  end  of  1917, 

Goatskins  from  Chungking  are  prepared  for  the  foreign  markets 
and  for  transshipment  abroad  at  Hanliow. 


Oennan  Eice  Mill  in  Slam  Sold. 

The  Gerjnan  rjpe  mill  property  in  Bangkok,  Siam,  known  as  the 
"Markwald  Rice  Mill."  has  been  sold  by  the  Siamese  custodian  of 
enemy  property  for  $260,850  to  a  Chinese  firm.  i 
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THE  K0TO&  INDUSTKY  IK  ATTSIBAUA. 

(Bonard  A,  Treat,  secretary  to  commccclal  attach*,  Melbourne,  July  12,1 

The  motor  industry  in  Australia,  like  most  industries,  has  been 
affected  by  tlie  war.  Whereas  during  the  war  period  imports  of  cars 
from  other  countries  have  been  steadily  declining  through  shipping 
troubles,  tlie  making  of  motor  bodies  has  received  and  enormous 
impetus,  which  has  resulted  in  largely  increased  production.  The 
time  when  Australia  will  become  self-supporting  in  her  motor-car 
industry  is  apparently  quite  distant,  but  the  foundations  of  it  have 
been  laid  in  the  body-building  industry. 

A  year  ago  manufacturers  in  Australia  were  tui-ning  out  2,&00 
motor  bodies  a  year.  This  year  there  will  be  more  than  twice  that 
number,  and  next  year,  if  present  conditions  continue,  there  should 
be  at  least  10.000  bodies  made  in  Australia.  In  1917  the  Common- 
wealth Luxuries  Board  declared  motor-car  bodies  to  be  a  luxury  and 
theii'  importation  was  prohibited.  After  negotiation  with  the  trade 
the  Government,  recognizing  that  the  production  of  2,.'>00  bodies  a 
year  could  not  be  speeded  up  to  10,000  in  a  few  months,  allowed  one 
foreign  body  to  enter  the  Commonwealth  for  three  chassis  imported. 
Importations  are  now  going  on  upon  this  basis,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
in  another  year  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  the  importation  of 
foreign  bodies, 
Dconased  Imrorti  of  Chauis — Local  Tietoiies. 

Practically  every  motor  car  in  use  in  Australia  was  imported. 
Efforts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  build  a  complete  car  in 
the  Commonwealth,  but  so  far  they  have  met  with  failure.  This  i3 
not  altogether  the  fault  of  Australian  mechanics,  but  is  principally 
because  of  the  small  population  and  the  former  preference  for  im- 
ported t^rs.  The  cars  that  were  built  were  good,  but  there  was  not 
biifHcient  demand  for  them.  Special  steels  had  to  be  imported,  and 
the  competition  of  imported  chassis  which  came  in  either  duty  free 
or  at  a  vei^  low  rate  was  too  great  to  be  met.  During  the  past  five 
yenrs  the  importation  of  cars  has  fallen  off.  In  1914  chassis  were 
imported  to  the  value  of  £1,349  875  ($6,569,166).  In  1916,  before  the 
pressure  of  war  conditions  had  been  very  much  felt,  this  figure  in- 
creased to  £1,426,141  ($0,*40,315).  Plentiful  supplies  were  then  com- 
ing in  from  the  Uilited  States.  Since  the  entry  of  America  into  the 
wur  the  imports  from  that  country  have  decreased.  In  1917  the  total 
imports  of  chassis  amounted  to  £843.80.1  ($4,106,377),  and  a  further 
decrease  will  be  shown  in  the  figures  for  1918.  Very  few  British 
ch^issis  have  been  entering  the  Commonwealth  during  the  past  few 
vears.  In  1916  British  imports  were  valued  at  £102.362  ($498,145), 
and  in  1917  they  decreased  to  £34,819  ($169,447).  In  1916  American 
cliassis  imports  amounted  to  £975.877  ($4,749,106)  and  those  from 
Canada  to  £256«39  ($1,246,987).  In  1917  American  chamis  imports 
dropped  to  £G17,-'!22  ($;!.004.198)  and  Canadian  to  £170,440  ($829,446). 
Iiiij'orts  of  cars  from  other  countries  were  inconsiderable. 

In  Adelaide  a.  firm  is  turning  out  2,000  bodies  a  year  in  a  factoi'y 
with  a  capacity  for  6,000  with  increased  plant.  A  Melbourne  firm  is 
DOW  turning  out  standardized  bodies  for  a  popular  light  car  upon 

E remises  which  will  be  capable  of  making  3,000  bodies  yearly.     A 
rm  in  Sydney  will  shortly  begin  opeiations  on  a  large  scale.     These 
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factories  are  all  using  Australian  timbers,  and  some  have  cnntraetod 
with  the  Broken  Hill  Proprietary  Co,  for  sheet  steel  from  Newcastle 
works.  In  Victoria,  Queensland  maple  and  mountain  ash  are  tlie 
woods  generally  used  in  body  building.  Australian  bodies  are  built 
to  suit  local  conditions,  and  the  workmanship  on  them  is  gwd.  The 
styles  of  bodies  preferred  in  Australia  are  somewhat  different  from 
those  in  use  in  America. 
CbasBia  ShoitaKe  reared — AqitraUan  Car  Hakes  Trial  Trip. 

Chassis  generally  arrive  in  Australia  practically  ready  for  the 
road.  Usually  the  chassis  is  packed  in  a  large  case  and  needs,  per- 
haps, only  the  wheels  and  steering  gear  to  be  assembled.  In  the  case 
of  one  well-known  car,  however,  the  assembling  has  to  be  done  in 
Australia,  the  chassis  arriving  in  about  400  different  pieces.  During 
the  past  five  years  tlie  firm  which  handles  these  cars  in  Victoria  has 
equipped  its  shop  with  a  running  platform  similar  to  that  used  in 
the  factory.  At  this  plant  about  25  cars  can  be  put  together  n  day. 
On  account  of  shipping  conditions,  a  shortage  in  chassis  is  fearcii, 
and  if  this  i-esults  the  effect  on  the  motor  traffic  will  be  serious.  Mo- 
tor oars  and  lorries  have  come  into  such  general  use  that  a  return  to 
horses  will  be  difticulf. 

The  first  car  manufactured  entirely  in  New  Sonth  Wales  was  run 
through  from  Sydney  to  Melbourne  and  back  a  few  months  ago  and 
made  good  trips  bothwaj^s.  It  was  a  light  two-cylinder  car  and  was 
to  be  sold  at  fl90  ($925).  It  is  not  known  whether  any  attempt  has 
been  made  to  put  this  car  on  the  market,  but  it  is  thought  that  a  car 
of  this  type  would  find  favor  in  this  country. 


TO  H&NUPACIimE  COCONITT  AND  PALH  OIL  IN  COIOK. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Drch«r,  Colon,  PaniiiBa.  Aug.  G.] 

An  American  company  with  a  capital  of  $50,000  is  constructing  at 
Colon  a  two-story  concrete  building  for  manufacturing  coconut  and 

Salm  oils,  soap,  and  their  by-products,  glycerin,  caustic  potash,  car- 
)nate  of  potash,  soda,  etc.  It  will  be  possible  to  make  1,500  gallons 
of  coconut  oil  and  250  gallons  of  palm  oil  daily.  The  factory  will 
also  have  a  daily  capacity  to  manufacture  500  boxes  (60  pounds  each) 
of  laundry  and  toilet  soaps.  The  company  has  two  schooners  for 
trading  along  the  coast  and  bringing  coconuts  to  the  factory ;  and 
as  coconuts  were  exported  from  Colon  in  1917  to  the  number  of 
19,528,843,  an  ample  supply  of  these  nuts  can  be  obtained  for  the 
factory  the  year  round.  Palm  oil  will  be  extracted  from  the  nuts 
of  the  Guinea,  Coroza  Grande,  and  other  palm  trees  growing  .in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  Bepublic  of  Panama,  as  well  as  in  the  Canal  Zone. 
It  is  proposed  to  make  other  vegetable  oils,  but  in  limited  quantities. 
As  the  manager  of  this  oil  factory  has  had  much  experience  in  sucli 
work,  and  as  the  supply  of  raw  material  is  ample  and  the  demand  for 
vegetable  oils  large,  the  new  company  should  be  quite  successful  in 
its  operations  in  Colon. 

[The  a(ldr«s.s  of  the  corapnny  cnn  be  obtnlned  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
nnd  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  or  cooperative  uflices  by  referring  to  , 
file  No.  104087.]  I 


Oire  Onr  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance — Bny  War-Savings  Stamps, 
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STTHDEE  TEXTIU:  TRADE. 
FConKQl  11.  Abert  JobLHOD,  Duodeo,  Scollond,  July  81-1 

The  first  regular  jute  market  after  the  fortnight's  holidays  regis- 
tered a  scanty  attendance,  and  the  general  business  situation  can 
not  be  said  to  have  improved  since  the  stoppage.  The  lack  of  cops 
for  hessian  weaving  and  of  sacking  chains  has  in  no  way  been  reme- 
died, and  but^iness  is  not  likely  to  take  a  turn  for  the  better  till  more 
jute  arrives  and  more  spinning  machinery  is  started.  Botli  spin- 
ners and  mjuiiifacturers  are  holding  yarns  and  cloth  until  they  know 
the  advanced  prices,  wliich  are  being  prepared. 

It  is  asserted  that  jute-laden  vessels  are  arriving  by  the  half  dozen 
at  British  ports  and  that  in  due  course  the  fiber  will  be  brought  to 
Dundee.  If  so,  the  present  unsatisfactory  condition  of  tlic  spiimers 
will  be  to  a  certain  extent  ameliorated. 

The  strength  of  new  crop  jute  foi'  August-September  shipment 
and  the  quotation  for  old  crop  firsts  for  August  are  in  strange  con- 
trast. The  former  is  lowest  at  $119.60  f.  o,  b.,  and  the  latter  is 
quoted  at  $106.40.  There  are  buyers  of  October-December  shipment, 
but  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  get  offers  to  suit  them.  Old  Hearts 
are  to  be  had  at  $79.20  and  Lightnings  at  $93.60.  There  is  a  great 
scarcity  of  offers  of  Daisee  quality,  and  the  accounts  of  crop  are  far 
from  assuring.  In  fact,  the  crop  news  by  cables  is  most  disappoint- 
ing. The  crop  is  being  damaged  by  too  much  water  and  too  little 
6nnslmi& 
Boaioltr  of  Jote  Tanu—Jnte-CIotli  Frioes. 

The  buying  of  jute  yams  is  one  of  the  insoluble  problems  of  the 
day.  Most  of  the  manufacturers  are  unable  to  secure  them.  The 
looms  which  were  running  on  Saturday  and  Monday  have  been 
stopped  for  some  time,  and  it  has  not  made  a  particle  of  difference. 
The  situation  is  as  tight  as  ever,  if  not  worse. 

The  Govemnient  is  in  want  of  larger  quantities  of  tent  duck  and 
has  asked  the  makers  to  say  how  much  they  can  deliver  up  till  the  end 
of  the  year.     Paddings  from  stock  yarns  are  being  duly  shipped. 

Nominal  prices  for  jute  cloth  continue  and,  it  is  claimed,  will  do 
so  until  sufficient  data  are  available  to  permit  arriving  at  fair  and 
just  prices.  The  continued  increase  of  costs,  including  raw  material, 
has  hitherto  barred  progress,  but  now  the  way  is  clear.  The  rates 
nominally  are  as  follows;  For  11-porter,  lOJ-ounce,  40-inch  hessians, 
16|  cents;  10-porter,  10-ounce,  40-inch,  16  cents;  9J-ounce,  40-inch, 
15  2/6  cents;  9-ounce,  40-inch,  14  4/0  cents;  8J-ounce,  40-inch,  14 
cents;  8-ounce,  40-inch,  18  2/6  cents;  7|-ounce,  4P-inch,  12  4/6  cents; 
7-ounce,  40-inch,  12  cents;  6J-ounce,  40-inch,  11  2/6  cents;  6-ounce, 
40-inch,  10  4/6  cents;  mangled  hessians,  17  to  18  cents;  7-porter,  16^ 
ounce,  36-inch  D.  W.  bagging,  9  shots,  22  11/12  cents;  10  shots, 
23  1/24  cents:  8-porter,  16-ounce,  27 -inch  twilled  sacking,  9  shots, 
22  11/12  cents;  lO-poiter,  20-ounce,  2S-inch,  11  shots,  29^  cents;  12- 
porter,  20-ounce,  28-inch,  fine,  12  shots,  31|  cents;  cropping  to  be 
charged  at  calendar  tariff  rates,  plus  IJ  per  cent  on  value  of  cloth 
for  waste. 
Current  Quotatlous  on  Jute — Yam  Saln<  i  , 

<.'iirroi]t  f.  o.  h.  quotations  on  Jute  are,  flret  marts,  August- September  groups, 
$119.00;    first   marks,   AnKust.Septeml>er,    actuals,   «120.80-?122 ;     Bed    SCO. 
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Angiist-Sept^mber,  S102.8I>-«105.20 ;  Black  SCC.  A upust- September,  $88,80- 
$91.20;  Green  D  proiip.  An  gust- September,  *278.40-*2H3.20 ;  Diilsee  2,  August- 
September,  $124.40;  Dxisee  2,  A ugi)»t- September,  4  best,  8126.80;  5  Unccas, 
August-September.  $122-$124.40 ;  Diamond  T  2  and  3,  August- Sept  ember, 
$201.G0;  JG  Llphtnlng.  August -September,  $08-40-.?!  02.80 ;  nejections,  August- 
September,  SSl.OO;  first  marks,  Government's,  $216;  Daisce  2,  warehouse,  Gov- 
ernment's, $216. 

Sales  of  jute  yam  were  recently  made  at  the  following  prices: 
Elglit-iMimd  oops,  $1.52;  8-poua<l  bundle  warp.  $1.56;  S-pound  sacking  olmins, 
$0.10i ;  24pound  sacking  cops,  $0.17} ;  3-ply  S-pound  twists,  $0.20j-$0.i0| ;  200- 
pouDd  rove,  $205.20;  T-pound  cops,  $1.02;  8-pound  Illo  warp,  $1.80;  0-pound 
cops.  $1.70;  8-pouud  spools,  $l.r.6;  24-paund  Dutch  cops,  $0.17i;  Ilea  yam, 
$370.80-$380.40 ;  6-p1y  12-pound  twist,  $0,101;  OB-imuud  cbnins,  $3a].20-$3T0.80; 
14-pouud  cunwt  wurp,  $0.10i-$0.10i ;  7-pouud  liio  worp,  $1.04. 


FLAX  DEUONSTBATION  HELD  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  Kclli  8.  8.  JobosOD,  Kingston.  Aug.  14.) 

A  demonstration  was  recently  conducted  by  a  flax  expert  for  th© 
Dominion  Experimental  Farm  at  tlie  Wallace  Farm,  where  60  acres 
of  flax  grown  by  the  Agricultural  Department  is  being  harvested. 
Here  the  work  of  the  machine  puller  was  demonstrated,  the  puller 
working  somewhat  after  the  fashion  of  a  corn  binder  and  making  a- 
very  good  job  of  the  work  in  a  crop  that  is  wonderfully  clean  and 
fairly  heavy.  The  machine  pulls  3  acres  a  day,  employing  two  men, 
one  to  drive  the  tractor  and  tlie  otlier  to  handle  the  sheaves  as  they 
come  from  the  elevators. 

Farther  back  on  the  farm  the  National  Service  girls  were  at  work 
pulling  flax  by  hand  and  finding  it  rather  slow  work,  as  they  are  new 
to  this  line,  althoitgh  many  of  them  have  had  experience  in  other 
kinds  of  farm  work.  An  Ulsterman  present  showed  a  few  of  the  giils 
how  the  trick  was  done  in  Ireland,  and  his  lesson  helped  their  speed 
considerably.  Samples  of  the  flax  in  its  various  stages  from  the  sheaf 
in  head  through  the  retting  and  scutching  were  examined,  and  the 
expert  explained  the  various  processes.  This  year's  crop  will  provide 
seed  from  the  imported  Dutch  seed  that  was  grown  last  year  near 
Kitchener,  Ontario,  and  will  be  sent  for  next  year's  sowing  in 
Quebec,  as  a  change  of  soil  and  climate  is  necessary  so  that  the  stock 
will  not  deteriorate. 

The  bulk  of  the  1018  Canadian  crop  of  fiber,  after  passing  through 
the  flax  mills,  will  go  to  Great  Britain  for  manufacture  into  aeroplane 
canvas.  It  is  expected  that  a  flax  mill  with  8,000  spindles  will  be 
ready  at  Guelph  by  November  and  40  Irish  families  are  expected 
over  here  by  that  time  to  engage  in  the  industry. 


CONTKOL  OF  CAMPHOR  FBODUCTIOH  IN  TAIWAN. 

[We«kl;  Bulttlln.  Cnnoilinu  Ocpitrlmpiit  ot  Trade  and  Comnicrce,  OttnwB,  Aug.  S.] 

Seven  officials  and  experts  are  being  appointed  by  the  Monopoly 
Bureau  in  the  Japanese  Government  General  of  Taiwan  (Formosa). 
They  will  undertake  the  control  of  camphor  production  and  will 
conduct  investigations  into  the  camphor  market.  This  step  has  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  decay  of  the  camphor  industry  in  Taiwan  in 
view  of  the  probable  decrease  in  production  this  year  of  about 
1,000,000  pounds.  )  >»n  ^ 
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AXEBICAN  FVaCHASES  FSOX  KOHTEBET  FOK  HALF  TEAS. 

[Vice  CddeuI  Tbom&B  DickluKiD.  UoDtcray.  Ueilco,  Aug.  10.1 

Exports  invoiced  at  the  Am^can  coDSuIatc  at  Monterey  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  during  the  period  from  Janimry  1  to  Juno 
80, 1918,  were  vahicd  at  $15,340,550,  consisting  principally  of  mineral 
products.  Kctumed  American  goods  were  valued  at  $11,964.  The 
quantity  and  value  of  the  articles  exi>orted  are  given  in  the  following 
table: 
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NEW  BHUHSWICK-PEINCE  ESWABI ISLAHD  IIBECT  TELEPHOSE. 


e  QJcliitrasoD.  Mod 


iwick,   Canada,   AuE.   14.] 


By  the  laying  of  a  direct  cable  between  Cape  Tornientine,  New 
Brunswick,  and  Cape  lYaverse,  Prince  Edward  Island,  an  under- 
taking just  completed,  direct  telephone  connection  between  New 
Brunswicli  and  the  island  towns  has  been  establislied.  Heretofore 
the  only  telephone  service  available  was  by  way  of  Pictou,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  cable  thence  across  the  Nortliunibertand  Strait.  This 
was  a  roundabout  route  and  not  always  satisfactory.  The  new  line 
which  has  been  put  through  by  the  New  Brunswick  and  Prince 
Edward  Island  telephone  companies  acting  conjointly,  affords 
Moncton  connection  direct  witli  Charlottetown,  the  charge  being  65 
cents  for  a  3-minutc  conversation. 


Protect  Your  Soldiers  with  Tour  Savings. 


Goot^lc 
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INDXAK  TBADE  COHJOSSIOIIEB  IS  lONDON. 

(CanuDertlal  AttacU  PblUp  B.  Kamrdj.  London.  Kaglanil.  Jal;  'il.] 

About  three  months  ago  the  Government  of  India  opened  an  office 
in  London  along  lines  somewhat  similar  to  those  adopted  by  Canada 
and  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  ■  This  oflSce  is  officially  designated 
as  The  Department  of  Commerce  and  Industiy,  Government  of  India, 
Indian  Trade  Commissioner,  60  Winchester  Honse,  Old  Broad  Street, 
London,  E.  C.  2.  It  is  at  the  comer  of  Old  Brond  Street  and  London 
Wall  and  is,  therefore,  in  the  heart  of  the  "City,"  The  trade  com- 
missioner in  charge  is  Mr.  T>.  T,  Ohadwick,  an  Englishman,  who  has 
spent  17  years  in  India.  He  is  assisted  by  one  native  of  India,  the 
rest  of  the  staff  having  been  emploj-cd  in  London. 

The  office  has  a  ground-floor  location,  with  windows  to  display  the 
products  of  India.  The  exhibitK  have  not  yet  been  sent  from  India, 
on  account  of  the  temporary  shipping  difficulties  during  the  war,  but 
it  is  planned  to  have  eventunlly  an  exhibit  in  the  windows  and  also 
in  the  general  rooms  on  tlie  giound  floor.  There  is  a  hirge,  light 
basement.  The  commissioner's  offices  are  on  the  first  floor  above  the 
ground  flo<»-. 

The  pui'pose  of  the  office  is  primarily  to  promote  the  sale  of  Indian 
products  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Tlie  British  Oversea  Trade  De- 
partment (Development  and  Intelligence)  has  recently  stationed  a 
trade  commissioner  in  Calcutta,  wliose  primary  business  is  to  promote 
the  sale  of  United  Kingdom  products  in  India.  The  two  commis- 
sioners find  it  of  advantage  to  cooperate,  and  they  maintain  close  and 
friendly  relations.  Mr,  Chadwicfc,  representing  the  Government  of 
India,  hopes  to  become  intimately  acquainted  with  all  British  im- 
porters of  Indan  products. 

The  purchase  of  supplies  for  India  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  India 
office ;  this  does  not  come  within  the  province  of  the  trade  commis- 
sioner. 

EZFOETS  OF  CASTOR  OIL  FBOK  TIENDSIN. 

[CoDBul  General  P.  3.  Uelnlilcmnn.  Tlentaln,  China.  Julj  18.J 

The  Chinese  maritime  customs  returns  show  that  castor-bean  oil 
was  exported  from  Tientsin  to  foreign  countries  in  1916  to  the 
amount  of  4,156,133  pounds,  ■i  ahied  at  $193,642 ;  and  in  1917  to  the 
amount  of  1,024,667  pounds,  valued  at  $64,669.  While  the  custonis 
returns  under  the  classification  of  beans  give  the  moi-e  common  vari- 
eties, the  castor  bean  is  not  included,  but  the  exportation  of  this 
particular  variety  from  Tientsin  is  Itnown  to  be  practically  negli- 
gible. 

According  to  the  annual  declared-export  returns  of  this  consulate 
general,  no  castor-bean  oil  was  exported  from  Tientsin  to  the  United 
States  in  1916;  however,  the  returns  for  1917  show  that  95,374 
pounds,  valuetl  at  $15,923  were  shipped.  During  the  present  year 
there  has  been  hut  one  sliipntent  of  this  oil  from  Tientsin  to  the 
United  States;  it  consisted  of  2,064  pounds,  valued  at  $471. 

This  office  is  informed  by  the  leading  local  dealer  in  castor  beaiis 
and  ca3tor-b«in  oil  that  the  prices  therefor  fixed  by  the  War  Tragic 
Board  are  too  low  on  account  of  high  freight  charges  uid  rates  of 
exchange.  C 
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TAPAH-AHSKICAII  WAR  TRADE. 

Figures  showing  the  Japanese  foreign  trade  for  the  first  four 
riioiiths  of  1918,  issued  by  the  Japanese  Department  of  Finance, 
Tokyo,  tlirows  some  interesting  liglit  on  the  ti'end  of  that  country's 
trade.  Of  the  17  articles  imported  in  whicli  the  United  States  is 
large  enough  to  classify,  over  50  per  cent  of  tlic  total  impoi"ts  in  nine 
came  from  the  United  States.  Of  the  remainder,  two  ^low  over  30 
per  cent  from  America^  one  over  20  per  cent,  and  two  over  10  per 
cent.  While  the  condition  is  larf^Iy  due  to  war  conditions  and  war 
needs,  the  value  of  this  trade  in  its  possible  after-war  effects  can  not 
be  lightly  esteemed,  Tlie  war  has  created  a  market  for  a  great  many 
of  our  products  which  will  be  niodt  urgently  in  need  of  new  outlets  ' 
when  the  war  demands  cease. 

The  following  were  the  17  import  articles  noted  for  the  first  four 
months  of  1918: 
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Other  imports  in  which  the  trade  with  the  United  States  is  too 
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In  some  of  these  articles  there  is  a  promising  field  for  American 
trade.  In  the  case  of  oil  cake,  a  great  deal  of  cottonseed  oil  cake 
has  been  going  to  P^iirope  from  this  country  for  feed  and  fertilizer. 
The  oil  cake  used  in  Japan  is  imported  almost  entirely  from  China. 
Japan  is  constantly  importing  more  rice,  and  with  its  eier  increasing 
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population  this  demand  should  be  a  steady  one.  Although  not  yet 
separately  classified,  the  United  Stat«s  is  already  doing  a  good  sliare 
of  the  dyestuff  business.  Wool  and  woolen  tissues  show  a  larpe  in- 
crease, but  as  yet  the  United  States  hns  only  a  small  portion  of  tliis 
trade. 
Share  of  United  States  in  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  gain  in 
States  in  the  import  trade  of  Japan,  the 
four  months  of  the  years  given : 


the  share  of  the  United 
igures  being  foi-  the  first 
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THBEE  UONTHS'  EXPORTS  FKOK  QLASGOW  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

((.'unsul   TliOA.    n.   Uevnn,   on   ).|iH;laI   detill.   Otnscov,   Sconnud.J 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  from  Glasgow,  Scotland,  to  the 
United  States  for  the  three  months  ended  June  30,  1918,  was 
$1,082,601,  as  cwnpared  with  $2,688,424  for  the  same  period  in  1917, 
showing  a  large  decrease  of  $1,605,623. 

Tlie  following  table  gives  the  principal  articles  invoiced  with  their 
values : 
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This  unprecedented  falling  off  of  exports  is  due  entirely  to  the 
trade  restrictions  ueces.sitated  by  war  conditions.  The  shipments  of 
wool  and  its  manufactures  show  the  largest  decrease,  the  exports 
during  tlie  1918  quainter  being  valued  at  only  $2,460,  as  compared 
with  $724,975  for  the  corresi>ondiiig  quarter  of  1917.  The  fact  that 
.whisl^  is  now  prohibited  fioni  entering  the  United  States  has  also 
further  reduced  the  trade,  as  the  whisky  shipments  during  the  June 
quarter  of  1917  amounted  to  §507,837. 

The  items  showing  increases  are  lierring,  machinery  and  survey- 
ing instruments.  The  herring  catch  this  season  was  very  large,  ex- 
ceeding the  local  demand,  and  therefore  permits  were  granted  allow- 
ing the  surplus  to  be  exported. 


ITIS  COMMEBCE  REPOETtt. 

INCREASED  CHABGES  FOK  OUSOOW  EIECTBICIIT. 

[Conaul  TboB,  n.  Bcyhd,  dclalled  ns  rice  consul,  GISBgoir,  Scatlnnd,  Aug.  t.1 
The  accounts  of  the  Glasgow  Corporntion  Electricity  Department 
for  the  financial  year  ended  May  31,  1918,  as  published  in  the  local 
press,  show  that  the  total  revenue  for  the  year  was  $3,839,673,  and 
the  working  expenditure  $2,041,127,  an  increase  of  $1,014,996  and 
$673,095,  respectively,  over  the  preceding  year. 

Interest  on  loans  absorbed  amounted  to  !lv449,927,  and  sinking  fund, 
etc.,  $421,195,  while  $292,642  was  written  oflE  as  depreciation,  leaving 
a  surplus  of  $34,771.  This  has  been  transferred  to  the  reserve  fund, 
which  now  amounts  to  $139,629.  The  number  of  consumers  on  May 
31  was  35,499,  an  increase  of  775. 

The  committee  agreed  to  recommend  that  in  consequence  of  the 
further  advance  in  the  price  of  coal,  amounting  to  97  cents  per  ton, 
and  the  increasing  cost  of  wages  and  material,  combined  with  the 
increased  amounts  payable  for  interest  and  sinking  fund,  the  charges 
for  electric  energy  as  from  the  date  of  the  last  survey  of  the  financiicT 
year  1917-18,  until  further  notice,  be  increased  by  $0.0015  per  unit, 
or  one-sixth  cent  over  the  highest  of  last  year's  charges.  The  scale 
of  charges  will,  therefore,  be  as  follows:  For  private  lighting,  shops, 
warehouses,  offices,  and  places  of  entertainment  for  any  quantity  of 
current  equivalent  to  600  hours  of  maximum  demand  for  one  year, 
10  cents  per  unit,  and  for  all  current  over  that  quantity  S  cents  per 
unit;  while  to  domestic  consumers,  churclies,  and  schools  there  is  a 
uniform  charge  of  8  cents  per  unit.  For  motive  purposes  the  charge 
is  4  cents  per  unit  for  current  eq^uivalent  to  1,000  hours  of  the  mnxi- 
nmm  demand  and  2  cents  per  unit  for  over  that  quantity. 


XBASE  IN  UQTTOBS  IN  SXBAITS  SErTIEHENTS. 
[CoDsul  General  Edwlo  N.  Gunsu'ilua.  Slngnpore.] 

The  importation,  manufacture,  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
in  the  Straits  Settlements  are  controlled  by  the  monopolies  depart- 
ment of  the  Colonial  Government. 

Although  individual  commercial  concerns  are  permitted  to  import 
liquors  direct  in  their  own  names,  the  value  of  such  liquors  must  be 
declared  immediately  upon  arrival  in  the  port,  and  either  duty  must 
be  paid  before  removal  from  the  importing  vessel  or  else  the  goods 
must  be  moved  directly  into  a  bonded  warehouse  and  remain  in  stor- 
age until  such  duty  is  paid. 

The  manufacture  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments is  prohibited,  except  under  license  issued  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  the  fee  for  this  license  Ijeing  $85.17  per  month.  Liquors 
■  so  manufactured  are  subject  to  the  same  scale  of  duties  as  imported 
liquors,  with  the  exception  that  a  rebate  of  10  per  cent  is  allowed. 

The  revenue  derived  from  liquors  in  the  colony  during  the  past 
four  j'ears  is  as  follows,  all  amounts  being  shown  in  United  States 
currency:  1914,  $912,685;  1915,  $979,895;  1916,  $1,356,560;  and  1917, 
$1,382,558. 

The  tariff  schedule  of  duties  levied  on  imported  Jiqnors  follows: 

Liquors  containing  not  less  than  85  per  cent  of  proof  spirit,  $3.41 
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per  proof  gallon;  containing  more  than  39  per  cent  and  Icris  ihan  85 
per  cent,  $2.73  per  gallon;  containing  more  tlian  39  per  cent  and  less 
than  70  per  cent,  $1.70  per  gallon ;  containing  less  tnan  10  per  cent, 
(1)  all  sparkling  wines,  $1.70  per  gallon:  (2)  all  still  winoK  ex- 
cepting claret,  containing  less  than  2(J  per  cent  of  proof  ifpirit,  $1.14 
per  gallon ;  (3)  claret  containing  loss  thnn  2G  per  cent  of  proof  spirit 
and  ale,  beer,  stout,  porter,  ciuer,  and  perry,  34  cents  per  gallon; 
(4)  all  others,  $1.14  per  gallon. 

iHports  of  liqaon. 

During  tlie  calendar  year  1917  intoxicating  liquors  valued  at 
$3,525,333  were  imported  into  the  Straits  Settlement'^.  A  consider- 
able quantity  of  these  liquors  was  reshipped  to  the  Federalwl  Malay 
States,  British  Xorth  Bornexj,  Dutch  East  Indies.  Sinm.  and  Sara- 
wak. A  detailed  list  of  the  liquors  imported  during  1917,  with 
values,  follows:  Arrack  ami  samsoo.  $7().">.24r»;  brancTv.  $858,269; 
gin,  $97,766:  mm,  $1,203;  whiskr.  $492,785;  other  spirits,  $10^691; 
Bqueurs.  $21,845;  spirituons  cordials,  $1,064:  champagne  $17,268; 
claret.  $12,317;  still,  of  sorts.  $47,829:  sparkling,  of  sorts,  $3,585; 
port,  $56,759:  sherry.  $11,885:  beer  and  ale.  $8:^7.519:  porter  and 
stout,  $347,819;  cider  antl  pen-y.  $184.     . 

As  the  quantity  of  intoxicating  liquors  mannfaciured  in  the  colony 
is  small,  a  fairly  accurate  estimate  of  the  consumption  can  be  ob- 
tained by  deducting  the  value  of  exported  liquors  from  the  value  of 
the  imports,  such  estimate  for  the  calendar  years  1914,  1915.  and 
1916  being  as  follows : 
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Ofltpnt  of  Salt  in  Clioaen. 

Tho  output  of  salt  at  the  Government  salt  pans  at  Kwangyang, 
near  Chinnampo,  Chosen,  for  the  present  vear  is  expected  to  exceed 
80,000,000  kin  (1  kin=1.32  pounds)  according  to  an  issue  of  the 
Seoul  Press,  The  extension  of  the  salt  pans  as  approved  by  the 
Diet  will  be  started  the  beginning  of  August.  The  estimate  for  the 
work  is  300,000  yen  ($150,000),  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  in 
eight  months. 

New  Trading  Places  in  Uanchttria  and  Mongolia, 

Acting  Commercial  Attache  A,  W.  Ferrim  reports  from  Peking 
that  it  IB  announced  that  the  Central  Government  is  about  to  dis- 
patch a  delegation  to  northem  Sfnnchuria  and  Mongolia  to  make  in- 
quiries before  appointing  a  director  general  to  take  charge  of  the 
opening  of  several  important  places  to  foreign  trade. 
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STAIirS  OF  THE  POET  OF  WANHSIEN. 

[Acting  Commeroial  AttacM  A.  W.  Ferrln,  Peking,  China. 1 

The  consular  body  at  Chungking  has  requested  the  diplomatic 

body  to  urge  the  Chinese  Government  formally  to  declare  Wanlisien, 

in  Szechwiin  Province,  an  open  ^lort  and  that  the  matter  is  under 

consideration,  with  favorable  action  pi-obable. 

A  branch  of  the  ('hungking  custonLshouso  was  established  at 
IWanhsien  on  March  IC,  1917,  and  since  that  time  the  customs  au- 
thorities liave  administered  the  port  as  if  it  were  an  open  one.  The 
Chinese  territorial  authorities,  however,  acting  under  instructions 
of  the  Chinese  foreign  office,  has  considered  Wanlisien  a  port  in  the 
interior  and  has  exei'cised  its  authority  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
for  interior  ports. 

This  anomalous  state  of  affairs  has  produced  uncertainty  among 
the  foreign  firms  doing  business  in  Wanhsien  and  this  uncertainty 
is  detrimental  to  the  extension  of  trade.  While  foreign  Bnus  have 
for  sometime  been  allowed  practically  all  the  privileges  of  an  opeir 

gort,  except  the  leasings  of  land  in  perpetuity,  these  privileges  have 
sen  granted  on  sufferance  and  the  possibility  of  their  being  with- 
drawn has  deterred  foreign  firms  already  there  from  increasing  their 
investments  at  Wanhsien,  as  well  as  deterring  new  firms  from  com- 
ing in  to  help  in  the  development  of  this  important  port.  The  trade 
of  Wanhsien  amounted  last  year  to  $1,832,318. 


SECREASEI)  nCFOBTS  OF  LEATHER  BELTINO  INTO  JAPAN. 

(Consul  General  George  A.  Scldmore,  Tokohnmn,] 
Japan  is  now  in  a  position  to  manufacture  belting  in  quantities 
nearly  sufficient  to  supply  the  local  market  of  suitable  quality  and  at" 
prices  too  low  to  admit  of  much  further  foreign  competition.  The 
following  figures  show  the  marked  decrease  in  the  imports  of  leather 
belting  during  the  past  three  years,  despite  the  great  industrial  ex- 
pansion which  has  characterized  these  vears:  1915,  24,000  pounds 
valued  at  $35,000;  191C.  28,000  pounds  valued  at  $30,000;  1917, 
6,500  pounds  valued  at  $7,-500, 

The  duty  on  leather  belting  imported  into  Japan  is  given  at 
37.20  yen  per  100  kin  (about  $14,09  per  100  pounds) ,  The  weight  of 
the  container  is  included. 


JAPANESE  FEBTILIZEK  INDUSTRY. 
[Weekly  Bulletin,  Cansdlnn  Department  or  Trnde  and  Coinmeree,  Ottairit,  Aag.  5.] 
The  Japanese  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  reports 
that  at  the  end  of  1010  there  were  24,335  fertilizer  factories,  45,470 
fertilizer  dealers,  and  1,100  fertilizer  importers  in  Japan,  The 
amount  of  fertilizei-s  produced  was  valued  at  61,111,914  yen 
($30,433,733),  including  12,895,735  yen  ($G,422,076)  of  compound 
fertilizers,  9,483,988  yen  ($4,723,026)  of  animal  fertilizers,  13,805,280 
yen  ($9,305,029)  of  vegetable  fertilizers,  19,841,208  yen  ($9,880,922) 
of  mineral  fertilizers,  and  85,703  yen  ($12,080)  of  miscellaneous 
goods.  The  inijKirta  of  foreign  goods  were  34,099,710  yen 
,($17,280,471). 
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DEKAXD  TOB  XOTOB  BOATS  IK  DENHABX. 

[CoDBDl  B.  L.  AlcerloD,  CopcobUEeD,  Jnlf  II.] 
When  gasoline  is  available,  motor-boating  is  a  favorite  sport  anil 
means  of  recreation  in  Denmark.  On  account  of  the  lack  of  gasoline 
resulting  from  the  war,  the  use  of  motor  boaty  for  plensiire  purposes 
is  at  present  entirely  prohibited,  and  this  situation  will  prol)ably  con- 
tinue for  the  period  of  the  war. 

After  tlie  conclusion  of  the  war,  or  when  gasoline  can  again  be  ob- 
tained in  the  customary  quantities,  there  will  undoubtedly  be  a  great 
demand  for  all  types  of  pleasure  motor  boats.  Due  to  the  fact  that 
the  location  of  Denmark  with  reference  to  the  scu  offers  exceptional 
opportunities  for  boating,  and  that  there  are  now  many  more  people 
of  wealth  in  Denmark  than  ever  before,  this  demand  should  exceed 
that  of  prewar  times. 

All  types  of  motor  boats,  from  the  smiiU  boat  with  detachable  motor 
to  the  medium-si/^  yucht,  have  been  used  heretofore.  All  motors 
are  imported,  coming  ordinarily  from  Sweden,  Germany,  and  the 
United  8tates.  The  completed  motor  boat  is  seldom  imported ;  the 
boats  are  usually  built  in  Denmark,  but  the  plans  and  drawings 
tJierefor  are  very  oft«n  from  either  the  United  Stat«s  or  Sweden. 
The  motors  and  other  fittings  are  imported  and  installed  in  the 
boats  built  here. 


HOTOB  CABS  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[CoDiul  Uencrkl  AKred  A.  WIqbIoit,  Auckland.] 

During  1917  there  were  6,679  motor  cars  and  2,814  motorcycles 
register^  in  New  Zealand,  of  which  4,692  motor  vehicles  were  im- 
ported during  the  year.  The  countries  of  origin  for  the  motor  cars 
and  motorcycles  registered  during  1917  were  as  follows: 
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During  1914  New  Zealand  imported  1,308  motor  cars  from  the 
United  States,  1.0!)3  from  the  United  Kingdom,  873  from  Ciinada, 
and  192  from  all  other  countries,  giving  a  total  of  3,466  for  that 
year.  During  the  first  three  months  of  1918  there  were  imported 
1,171  motor  cars  against  1,115  for  the  first  three  months  of  1917,  of 
which  a  very  large  proportion  came  from  the  United  States. 


Japanese  loan  for  Constmction  of  Kirin-Epilyong  Bailway. 

The  July  11  issue  of  the  Seoul  Press  says  that  a  loan  of  10,000,000 
yen  ($i,980,000)  from  Japan,  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  the 
Kirin-Hoilyong  Bailway,  has  t>een  concluded. 


A  coxmtry  wortli  flghtiiiB  for  is  »  country  worth  saving  for.    Bny  Thrift 
Btataps.  .  , 
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INCKEASma  TBASE  IN  JAFAITESE  TOBACCO. 

[Excerpt  rroQ  Japan  AdTertlser  or  Julj  18,  traaimlttcd  bjr  Coasul  GcDeral  Ceorge  H. 

Scldmotc,  lokabuma.] 

The  tobacco  trade  of  Japan  in  China  and  some  other  Asiatic  coun- 
tries is  believed  to  have  a  fair  prospect  in  spite  of  a  formidable 
competition.  The  rate  of  increase  since  the  war  began  is  apparently 
n  support  of  this  belief. 

The  export  of  Japanese  tobacco  is  principally  made  through  a 
company  organized  for  that  purpose  and  the  principal  market  is  in 
China  and  tlie  South  Pacific,  Leaf  tobacco  has  been  so  far  favored 
bv  foreign  buyers,  but  the  shipment  of  cigarettes  is  increasing  rap- 
i<lly,  and  sometimes  Chosen  has  to  bo  drawn  on  to  make  good  the 
shortage  in  domestic  goods. 

As  to  the  prospect  it  is  said  by  a  tobacco  man  that  in  Cliina  the 
British- American  Tobacco  Co.  holds  a  controlling  position  with  its 
offer  of  better  tobacco,  and  Japan  seems  to  have  no  chance  to  im- 
prove its  position,  but  the  prolongation  of  the  war  is  seen  to  be  in 
favor  of  Japan.  With  the  further  reduction  in  space  for  tobacco, 
foreign  goods  will  come  on  the  market  less  actively  and  Japanese 
goods  may  wedge  in.  Japanese  hope  that  in  a  year  or  two  Japanese 
tobacco  will  hold  China's  market  equally  with  foreign  goods;  that 
it  may  even  outrival  foreign  goods. 

FBOFOSAIS  FOB  GOVERNUENT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTBTTCTION. 

lCorro«poni1pQce  Blimilil  he  ftlrpot  with  the  ofHcM  nniiifd,  and  spcclflCHtlona  and  other 
tnfocmatloa  raxi  unuull;  be  obtHlai'd  at  (he  poLuta  where  the  Roods  ere  to  be  delivered 
or  the  work  Is  to  be  performed.  In  vsses  where  the  time  Umtt  la  too  shnrt  to  permit 
Arms  to  submit  lenderH.  tliey  should  ask  to  be  placed  an  tbe  mnlllaK  llHts  □(  sucli  olficca 
to  receive  notices  calUni  for  tature  suppltea  or  work  ot  a  similar  nature.] 

Zinc  slaJ>»,  No.  5378. — Sealed  proposflia  will  be  reoelved  by  the  Superintendent 
of  i-lRhthouses,  Tompklnavllte,  N.  V.,  uuUI  Seiitember  6,  1918,  for  14,000 
pounds  of  rolled  zinc  slab. 

llotor  launch  conglruclion.  No.  5379. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tba 
Coast  nnd  Geodetic  Suney,  WiisbiiiBtou,  D.  C,  until  September  4,  1018,  for 
the  construction  of  three  or  four  wood  motor  launches,  each  60  feet  lone, 
14  feet  henin,  ami  7  feet  depth ;  also  six  or  eight  4l>-liorsepower  and  three 
or  four  4-hoi-sopowcr  kerosencburnlng  Interaal-comtiusUon  engines. 

Hcpatr  of  pier.  No.  53-SO.— Scoled  proposals  win  be  received  at  tlie  Bureau  of 
Yanls  and  DopI;s,  Navy  Department,  Waslilnfcton,  D.  C,  until  September  ft, 
1918,  for  repalrlDK  tlie  existing  walls  of  Plef  >.'o.  1  at  tlie  navy  yard,  Boston, 
Mass.,  ci>mprislng  removal  of  old  concrete,  laying  granite,  placing  of  rein- 
forcing fabric,  and  the  placing  of  mortiir  by  the  cement-gun  process.  Refer 
to  Specifications  No.  3291, 

Light  gtmrlures.  No.  5381.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Llgbt bouses,  Baltimore.  Md.,  until  September  5,  1B18,  for  erect- 
ing nine  light  structures  in  San  Shoal  Inlet,  Va. 


OFPICES  OF  THE  BTTEtEAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMHEECE. 

COOPERtTITB  OFFICES. 
■a*   OilonboDie.  CLETELl 

BOSTON:   IHOI  CmtoubBaie. 
CHir.lCM:  SU4  Fedfril  BulldlDt. 
XT.  LOnS:  10!  Third  Ktllflnal  Bank  IlDl1il1ai| 
KEV  »RI.R(<i)i:  lOSO  Hlbrrnla  Bask  Bniliilai 
BAN  l''B.t^CISCfl :  107  Caitankoa)*. 
BEATTLEi  9t»  U»r]  BaUJlas. 


CLETELAMIi  Chanbcr  of  C 
lINnMilATI:  Cbaaiber  of  Coutn*. 
elNCINNATI:  Oeatral  Frrlpcbt  Aseat,  Boitlerm 

KillwiF,  00  la^ITi  Balldlas. 
1,08  ANGELEB:  CkinlHi  of  Coamree. 
PHILADELrUlAi  Chamber  of  CoiaMere*. 
FOItTLAND,  OREQ.:  CWalxr  tt  Commmt.  i 

DAITON;  Crealer  Dajtaa  Aawclatloa. 
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DAILT'CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
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Fir  Hk  bi  the  SopcriMcBdnt  «f  I>ociMMaU|W>iUiiitea,D.CqU  tl.30  pa  jcir 
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EXPOETATIOH  OF  COMFOUND  LARD. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
210),  that  it  will  now  consider  applications  for  the  exportation  of 
compound  lard  to  all  countries  in  North,  Central,  and  South  America 
and  the  West  Indies.  Applicants  should  file  their  applications  on 
Form  X,  Applicants  for  licenses  to  export  compound  lard  to 
Canada  must  obtain  from  the  Canada  Food  Board  the  requisite  im- 
port license  and  attach  the  same  to  their  application  to  the  United 
States  War  Trade  Board  for  export  license. 


SPANISH  EXPORT  EMBARGO. 

A  Spanish  order  in  effect  on  August  19  prohibits  the  exportation 
of  canary  seed.  This  order  was  reported  by  Consul  General  Hurst, 
Barcelona. 


CHANGES  IN  ENEMY  TBADINQ  LIST. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  the  following  additions  to  the 
Enemy  Trading  List  as  of  date  of  August  23,  1918 : 

Miilly  &  Reccius,  Valilivia. 

C0ST4  RICA. 

Wllle,  Carlos,  San  Jose." 

OR££CB. 


Cfa  VlDlcellfls.  1136  €alle  Puyrredon, 

Bueoos  Aires. 
Geron.  Armanilo,  Bueaos  Aires. 
Martinez  &  Gunclie,  BueDoa  Aires. 
Mollno,   HI  Jos   de   Jose   Cru,   Uuenos 


Oatlerrez,  t'ablo,  Coehabambn. 
RomlreK.   Luis,   Vltlazoa, 
Yarur  &  Lolas,  Oruro. 


Coeta,  Fernando.  Sc  Co..  Santos. 
Rain(»,  A..  Klo  de  Janeiro. 
Blmon,  Helnrleh,  lUo  de  Janeiro, 


Beyer,  P.,  Acnpoaeta. 
Carper  &  Eppsfeln,  Mazattan. 
Cbahln,  Felipe,  SalHllo. 
Ctinhln,  Julian.  SalUllo. 
Chanica,  Mulses.  Saltillo. 
Coppel,  Isaac,  Mazatlan. 
LkkhofT,  Ernesto,  Mexico  City. 
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Fernnndl,   A.    (La  Princcsa   Teolro), 

Hairin,  Jose  OTwrra.  Tamptnh 
Oonailos,  Reglllo,  Tamplco. 
Guf^nlielm    &    Balaresqne,    Alextco 

City.     , 
(iuKgenhcim.  Loon,  Mexico  Cttj'. 
Ilnherkom,  Edmunilo,  Jlontprey, 
Jntll,  All,  Saltillo. 
Lnpiz   riojo,    K\    (Ortpsii,    AHrelio,    c 

Hljos),  Orizaba. 
Lopez,  Federlco  (I^  Peria),  Orizaba. 
Mendoza  &  LtanoR  4m  AkMstecedor), 

Kesico  City. 
NhIiTo,  Mnnuel,  Snttlllo. 
Natioual  Prusfiiiin  of  Stettin,  Ifeiico 

City. 
Neiuaolter,  Teo<loro.  SalUllo. 
Ortega,   Aurelio,  e   Hijos    (ta    Ijiplz 

Rojo).  OrlEflha. 
Perln,  La   (Federlro  Ijopezl,  Orizaba, 
Itoseustem,  Unnfi,  Mexico  City. 
Sapng,  Abraliam,  Sftltldo. 
SapflK,  Sftlonon,  Saltillo. 
Spieler,  Rieardo,  Taiiipico. 
Schntter,  Carina,  Colltiio. 
TsmiitqneDa,   I^a    (JoKe   (loerrn    fiiir- 

cia),  Tampico. 
Ziegler,  Jniio.  I^ielilu. 


B«nincrfnil.  Vldal  E.,  Teluan. 

MartinoK.  C'l audio,  Tangier. 
Ortiz  y  Llol)ell,  Fvantisoi,  TeUinu. 
Muartiz  de  Loreuzana,  Alljorto,  Melllln. 
Vidal  S.  Beniirergui,  Tetuati. 


COMMESOE  KBFOBTS. 


Brockmnuii,  Wlllein,  Amxlerdnui. 

Cultn,  RiiOolf,  Amslerilntu. 

(lazans.  A.,  Hultteo  en  Goodei-eu  Miuit- 

spiiiijipy  N/V.,  ArasterJam. 
Oaiilet.  A.  J.  F.,  S'  HcrtnEeultoHcl.. 
<ieei'llug.  A.,  Anwterdani. 
HoEens,  W..  AmsTerdnm. 
Lenders  &  t.'o.,  lti)tteriJaiii. 
Kottprilnmsclu'      Vlcliiallon      Itaiidi'is 

K/V.,  Rotterdam. 
Reycrs,  II.  J.  J.,  Amtieln. 
Seinfeld,  B.  H.,  Amstewlam. 
Toe  I.noi-  &  Co.,  Amsterdam. 

NKTHERLAnm  EAST  ITCOIES. 

Blezevf'itl,  II.  P.,  BondopnE. 

KiRen,  O.  Von.  Sninatrn. 

Hnster,  K.  H..  Meiiado. 

Kepes,  J.,  DiitL'li  Knst  IiidiPM. 

Kle  Lie,  W.   (ailas  W.  Kieildi).  Ra- 

Kiellcli,  W.  (uliOB  Kle  Lie,  W.),  Ra- 
ta vio. 

LuthrinKbaiif,  P.,  Dutcli  Ii^nst  Indies. 

Meerwalt,  J.  H.,  Bamatni. 

MenadoRcho  HnndelsveteentKlnK  Mes- 
do  N/V,  (Distrtbntle  Jnlianit).  Me- 
daii. 

Beliroitev,  Dr.  G.,  Dutch  East  Indies. 


Stiany  (alios  of  Stinssny),  W.,  Goron- 

talo. 
Btiasany  (alias  StfftDj),  W.,  Gorontftlo. 
Tan  Lfong  Tjoiin,  Batavla. 
TbalseBK,  Dutiii  East  Indies.    . 
Ydens,  H.,  Sumatra, 

SPMK. 

Apeiicitt  In  tenia  clonnl   de  rnbiicldad, 

Plazii  Eii.sunclie  5,  Bilbao, 
Andresen,   Juan   C.   Pricciiie   de   Ver- 

Sflm  7,  Mndrld, 
Bnllwrraa.     Socleilad    de     ftliBae    de 

Wolfram   de,   Wbarco  and  <.'asayo. 

Oreiise    (or   fiociedail  de   Miuos  de 

Wolfram  de  Balborran). 
BorowHkl,    PaWo,    Culle   Bahnes   149, 

Hnreelona. 
Brandt.  GeorRpa  Waller,  JorellaiKM  5. 

l(an*loiM. 
Brown    (allaa  of  Bruiis).  AL-xaiider, 

Madrid, 
Bntrw     (ftl(n«     Bmwiil,     Alexander. 

Madrid. 
rnlHinacTi,  Fnineineo.  Barcelona. 
CantHo.  Rollo  (RoHii  CandlH,  Mndrld. 
«'n«t,  H.  r..  Caile  BurW*rI  1.  Madrhl. 
IHiuiiHn.   Willy    (it  UalliertDo).   mon- 

aKi'f    Biiui-0    HinfMino    Amrtro    Hiia- 

Eitro.  Cjille  VelasqiieB  fC.  MitdriiL 
I'liiinidit    Pleiird,   Oiirrem,    S.in   .Tero- 
nlnn>  18,  Mndild, 

K.)ii.Hial    Trlbhiabo.    Aroi    San    ail- 
vest  ri)  4,  Barwloiiu. 
Fiilsiiiie.  Torello,  Albijeso  0,  Viileiii'c-o, 

Biireclon«. 
Ilafcili^nup.  Otto,  I'lazu  Enmiwhe  .">, 

Bilbao.  '  ^ 

Hor(i,<ina)in.    Oscor.    CalM'   .loretlnnon 

-tJ  Hud    tS,    iind     I^iM     Madrazo    12. 

Mbtlrid. 
Kalfer,  Jopie,  Calle  Hurtado  de  Ania- 

snca  14.  Bllhao. 
KlimKcli.    Seliulz.    lUmrUo.    Culle    de 

Sermno    ilfi,    Madrid     (uiniuise    irf 

BaM-ado  Cnnttlhi). 
Kraoft,  Waiter.  Corti'N  KIR.  Ilarct'loiui. 
Liirrcu    y    Kaifer.    Call^    Hurtado    ,le 

Amaaaeo  14.  Biibno. 
I-con    del    Valie,    IIuro,    Hotel    <leH    1 

Xatlons.  Barcelona. 
I.nPiJnlK,   Iloilolfo.   P«iipo  dps   pTlnelp^ 

::0.  Almerin. 
Marlu  Hermanos,  .VEuiluK. 
MnrtliwKAlrDpndni.  -Tnnn,  Calle  Ster- 

pes  ]«,  SeTlll*. 
JIoruEiis,   Pedro.  Taiuarit   ISI,   Barce- 

Sluller,      GulDemKi.      I.«      C^roltim 

Pnscii,     Wiilieliu     (or     Padil.     Gull- 

lernio).  Kguia  1,  Recnlde  3,  Bilbao, 
Pactil,    Gtilllermo     (or    Pnscli.    Wll- 

belm).  ErqU  1,  Recalde  3,  BillMo. 
Paschen.  Hans.  Glori«!tA  de  AtodM  6; 

nud  Calie  >'ae*a  de  la  TrlnidMl  IS; 

and  Caile  Lngasca  J19,  Hadrld. 


O 
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PiBchel  Wiedemann,  Oscar,  German 
S.  S.  Orconera,  SuQtander ;  and  In 
care  ErhartJt  &.  Go.'s  oflice,  San- 
tander. 

Relnlnser,  Gebhert  and  Schall,  Bam- 
bla  Cataluna  73.  Barcelona. 

Rlquer  y  Aloma,  Eduardo  de,  Plaza 
de  la  Villa  1.  Madrid. 

Bollo  Candll  (CunlUo  Rollo),  Madrid. 

Scbmotdi,  Federico,  Montera  2U,  Mad- 
rid. 

Semprun  y  Pomba.  Jose  Alarla,  Calle 
Claudlo  Ci>ello  'iB,  Madrid. 

Serrablina,  Francisco  de  Adla,  Bailen 
64,  Barcelona. 

SoeietlaO  de  Minos  de  Wolfram  de 
Bulborras,  El  Burco  and  Casayo 
Orense. 

Stopstetliner,  Oscar,  Ooosejo  de 
Cieotu  139,  Barcelona. 
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Shirzenger,  Jaime  (or  Jacques),  Tra- 
falgar 17,  Barcelona. 

Tlpografia  Zaiapeira,  Arco  San  Sllves- 
tro  4,  Barcelona. 

Ullmann,  Gulilenno,  Calle  Felipe  IV 
5,  Madrid. 

Zaiapeira  Mont  ilia,  Malaga. 
sweDEN. 

Ericks,  Rudolf  &  Co..  Stockholm, 

Lion,  Adolph,  Stoclibolm, 

SlcaoOinaviska      Raproducts,      Stock- 

SALVADOR. 

Sosfl,   Domingo,   San  Salvador.     (Oc- 
tober 6,  19ia) 

TENEZCELA. 

Beier.  C.  J.,  San  Feraando  de  Apure. 
Sanclicz,  Ellas,  Santa  a  a. 


The  following  removals  are  announced  by  the  War  Trade  Board: 

ABUENTINA. 

Barbagelata,  B.,  Defensa  275,  Buenos 


NETHERLANDS   EAST  INDIEf 

Have,  P.  W.  C.  Ten,  Batavia. 


Barros,  Jose,  Vlvero. 

Hage,  Elias  El,  Puerto  Suarez. 

VENEZUELA. 

La  Cerveceria  Nadonal,  Caracas. 


ESITCATIONAI  FKOJ£CT  IN  SIBEBIA. 

The  American  consul  at  Vladivostok  has  transmitted,  under  datd 
of  July  8,  1819,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Culture-Educational 
Union  of  the  Altai  Disti-ict.  witli  headquarters  at  Barnaul,  Siberia. 
-  According  to  this  letter  the.tjnion,  wliich  is  concerned  with  the  "  out- 
eide-of-sdiool "  education  of  the  people,  wishes  to  obtain  portable 
cinematographs  and  scientific  popular  lilms  and  magic  lanterns  for 
its  own  purposes  and  for  the  use  of  the  cooperative  unions  of  Tomsk, 
Seniipalatinsk,  Yenisei,  Irkutsk,  and  Transbaikal  Provinces.  More- 
over, the  Culture- Educational  Union  is  forming  at  Barnaul  a  People's 
Central  Museum  Exhibition  for  national  and  international  products, 
and  a  chain  of  such  exhibitions  in  the  Provinces.  These  museum 
exhibitions  will  consist  of  various  branches — cooperation,  outside-of- 
school  education  of  a  scientific-popular  character,  geography,  eth- 
nography, etc.  In  this  connection  the  Culture-Educational  Union 
plans  to  send  a  representative  to  the  United  States  in  the  near  future 
to  establish  connections  with  various  scientific,  educational,  and  other 
establishments  and  organizations,  museums^  factories,  and  firms,  and 
to  collect  part  of  the  exhibits  desired.  This  representative  will  buy 
the  first  consignment  of  100-200  cinematographs  and  1,000-2,000  films; 
TVill  select  and  buy  a  good  English  library  on  museums,  cooperativo 
agriculture,  etc. ;  will  collect  exhibits  on  ethnography,  school  teach- 
ing, home  industries,  and  material  on  cotton  and  tobacco  raising;  and 
will  also  buy  the  necessary  school  and  teaching  appliances  and  models 
of  various  kinds  of  machmes. 

American  firms  interested  in  this  project  are  advised  to  communi- 
cate direct  with  the  Culture- Educational  Union  of  the  Altai  District, 
Barnaul,  Siberia, 
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lUaiKET  FOB  BBICK-HAKIHa  HAflHXBEET  IV  SOUTH  AHEBICA. 
ARaEirriKA. 

[Vlw  Consul  Fvflr.ds  B.  O'Grad.T,  Bupuob  Airrs,] 

Building.s  in  Argentina  nre  general!}'  constructed  of  a  rough, 
cheap,  hancl-mado  brick,  the  walls  being  faced  with  a  thin  stucco 
plaster,  and  exterior  moldings  arc  used,  due  to  the  fact  fliut  there  is 
available  only  a  limited  amount  of  suitable  outside  finishing  mate- 
rials in  tliis  Republic  and  to  the  fact  that  the  prevalent  style  of 
architecture  hero  is  classionl.  The  great  majority  of  the  buildings  in 
Buenos  Aires  are  one  and  two  story,  and  they  aie  invariably  con- 
structed in  the  niannei-  just  described.  However,  many  of  the  larger 
buildings  arc  built  of  reinforced  conciete,  with  columns  and  girders. 
An  American  company  has  completed  a  large  cement  factors-  in  this 
country,  which  will  undoubtedly  reduce  the  cost  of  Portlaiiil  cement 
and  influence  the  trend  of  building  const luetioB.  In  May  of  the 
present  year  a  barrel  of  cement  weighing  about  400  pounds  cost  $14 
American  curiency.  There  is  said  to  be  a  tendency  among  the 
younger  architects  toward  the  use  of  more  piessed-brick  fronts  and 
less  facing-  However,  building  construction  work  is  paralyzed  in 
Argentina  and  has  been  smce  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 
size  or  Local-lCftde  Bricks. 

The  size  of  the  ordinary  handmade  bridt  used  in  Argentina  is  5  by 
15  by  30  ccnlinieters  (one  centimeter  =0.3937  inch),  which  is  larger 
than  the  American  machine-made  brick.  Thasc  bricks  were  selling  in 
May,  1918,  for  from  $9  to  $10,  American  currency,  per  tliousaud,  de- 
livered, but  in  normal  times  they  sold  for  about  $6  per  thousand.  Few 
bricks  are  transported  by  rail  in  this  country,  and  it  is  the  custom  for 
the  brickmaker  to  take  nis  gang  and  tools  to  the  site  whortitho  con- 
struction work  is  to  be  done,  ana  where  the  brick  is  made  and  burned 
in  a  primitive  way,  First-clasa  brick  clay  is  to  be  found  in  only  a  few 
places,  and  bricks  must  be  made  of  the  common  black  soil  mixed 
with  small  quantities  of  lioi-sc  manure  or. sawdust.  An  excavation  is 
made,  the  earth  is  plowed  or  dug  up,  wafer  is  poured  upon  it,  and 
usually  hoffios  are  driven  around  to  mix  the  mud.  The  bricks  are 
moulded  in  wooden  forms,  two  at  a  tlmp,  and  are  spread  out  on  a 
flat,  smooth  surface  to  dry.  They  are  then  stacked  up  to  be  burned, 
and  mud  is  plastei-ed  on  the  outside  in  order  to  prevent  the  heat  from 
escaping.  No  machinery  is  used  in  the  entire  process,  and  brick- 
making  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  Italians. 

A  local  builder  states  that  he  recently  contracted  for  100,000  bricks, 
to  be  manufactured  in  the  country,  at  a  cost  of  about  $•>,  American 
currency,  per  thousand,  counted  arid  ready  to  be  burned,  the  brick- 
maker  supplying  everything  except  the  site",  which  is  furnished  by  the 
rftncher.  Coal  or  quebracho  wood  are  used  na  fuel,  but  their  cost  is 
excessive  at  present, 
limited  Amount  of  Hachine-Made  Bricks  Manufactured. 

Machine-madc  bricks  are  also  manufactured  in  Argentina,  but  not 
to  any  extent.  The  cost  of  same  is  very  high,  and  the  plaster  facing 
does  not  adliere  to  these  smootti  bricks  nearly  so  well  a.s  on  the  rough 
surface  of  the  handmade  ones.     Several  attempts  to  manufacture 
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and  promote  the  use  of  mftchine-made  bricks  have  ended  in  failure, 
and  at  present  it  is  out  of  the  question  for  this  class  of  bricks  to  com- 

?5te  with  the  handnmde  kind  for  ordinary  construction  purposes, 
he  national  department  of  public  works  and  a  few  private  concerns 
are  making  a  good  brick  by  machinery.  These  are  used  mostly  for 
sewerage  and  sanitary  work,  and  cost  about  $20,  American  currency, 
per  thousand.  These  bricks  were  formerly  used  for  foundations  of 
large  buildings,  bridge  pillars,  and  similar  work  to  a  great  extent,  but 
concrete  is  taking  their  place  to  a  considerable  degree  in  such  con- 
struction. A  fairly  good  grade  of  building  tile  used  for  partitions  is 
made  here  and  sells  from  $18  to  $21,  American  currency,  per  thou- 
sand. Samples  of  a  common  red  tile  manufai^'tured  in  the  Province 
of  Santa  Fe  show  that  very  good  clay  is  to  be  had  in  that  locality. 

It  is  doubtful  that  rapid  changes  will  be  made  in  the  Argentine 
brickmaking  industry  miless  the  labor  situation  changes  radically 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  Owing  to  the  high  railway  freight 
rates,  bricks  can  not  be  advantageously  shipped  any  distance  here, 
and  large  central  brickyards  are  for  this  reason  greatly  handicapped. 
Machinery  that  is  easily  transportable  and  that  is  operated  by  hand 
or  by  horsepower  should  find  an  easier  market  here  tlian  any  other 
kind.  The  few  brickmaking  machines  that  are  used  here  are  said  to 
be  Italian  and  British  makes  that  are  practical  and  up-to-date.  The 
importations  of  brickmaking  machinery  are  not  shown  separately 
in  the  custom-house  statistics,  being  included  under  the  heading  of 
machinery  in  general. 
Semaiid  for  Hachinery  tor  MaUug  Tilei  and  Cement  Block*. 

The  fact  that  there  are  so  many  small  brick  kilns  in  Argentina, 
representing  comparatively  no  capital  and  employing  cheap  labor, 
the  fact  thkt  these  bricks  are  very  suitable  for  the  plaster  faced  walls, 
and  the  foctathat  the  railway  freight  rates  here  are  very  high,  do  not 
make  the  prospects  for  the  general  introduction  of  brickmaking  ma- 
chinery into  Argentina  at  present  very  encouraging.  Representa- 
tives of  several  large  concerns  here  selling  American  machmery  are 
of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  market  here  and  that  there  is  not 
likely  to  be  a  demand  for  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  bricks. 
Machinery  for  making  tiles,  cement  blocks,  and  concrete  mixers  seem 
to>have  a  better  outlook. 

That  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  building  construction  work  done 
at  the  concliision  of  the  war  is  freely  predicted.  Bank  deposits  were 
never  so  large,  the  farmers  here  having  been  receiving  unheard-of 
prices  for  their  products,  and  they  should  be  in  a  position  to  improve 
their  properties.  The  value  of  Buenos  Aires  real  estate,  especially  in 
the  downtown  district,  is  too  high  for  the  owners  to  be  content  with 
getting  only  a  nominal  income  from  their  one  and  two  btory 
buildings. 

s  trade  in  fire  bi'lcks  was  published  ia  Gouuebce 


tVlM  Coasal  Slcb&Td  P.   UomBen.   Rio  de  Iiaelni,  Tulr  a.] 

Practically  all  buildings  in  Brazil  nre  con?;tructod  of  brick  and 

stone;  but  few  wooden  buildings  are  constructed.    With  these  con- 
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ditions  preTailin^:,  the  consumption  of  brick  is  proporfdonately  modi 
greater  than  ia  the  United  States. 

The  bricks  mostly  employed  for  building  purposes  vary  from  20  to 
28  centimeters  in  length,  from  9^  to  11  centimeters  in  width,  and  from 
6  to  7  centimeters  in  heiglit  (1  centimeter=0.3937  inch). 

Bricks  are  manufactured  in  every  part  of  Brazil,  where  there  is 
an  abundance  of  raw  material  for  this  purpose  to  be  found  in  almost 
eyery  locality.  The  domestic  factories  take  care  of  the  entire -con- 
sumption of  the  country,  no  bricks  of  the  ordinary  bnilding  type 
being  importod.  There  are  numerous  factories  throughout  the  Be- 
public  where  bricks  are  manufactured  by  hand.  The  greatest  draw- 
bacls  of  establishing  large  brick  factories  at  centers  of  production 
are  the  high  freight  rates  on  railroads  and  the  State  export  taxes. 
Prices  af  bricks  vary  considerably,  but  a  fair  price  of  production  at 
present  is  estimated  at  about  $4,25  in  American  currency  per  thou- 
sand at  the  factory. 
ForeiKn  Kachlsery  VkA. 

The  greater  part  of  the  macliinery  imported  thus  far  in  the  mana- 
facture  of  bricks  has  been  imported  from  England,  France,  and  Ger- 
many, the  American  machines  being  practically  unknown. 

Building  operations  have  been  somewhat  limited  owing  to  the 
difficulties  in  obtaining  cement  and  Bteei  structural  materials  from 
abroad.  Once  these  limitations  are  overcome  and  building  opera- 
tions are  carried  on  in  proportion  to  the  present  progress  of  Hie 
country  in  industrial  and  other  commercial  enterprises,  tlierc  should 
bo  a  greater  demand  for  bricks  and  bricianaking  machinery.  A 
recent  visit  to  a  large  American  packing  establishment  near  Sao 
Paulo  revealed  that  although  steel  structural  beams  could  not  be  pur- 
diased  at  this  time,  native  peroba  wood. could  be  satisfaotprily  sub- 
stituted, and  this  is  being  done  in  one  of.  the  buildings  tkat  is  nearly 
SOO  feet  in  length  and  five  stories  higli.'  The  writer  was  told  that 
over  10,000,000  bricks  would  be  used  to  complete  all  of  the  buildings 
of  the  proposed  plant. 

Briclunatdng  machinery  is  subject  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  15  per 
cent^  55  per  cei^  of  which  is  payable  in  gold,  bringing  the  actual  rat« 
assessed  to  almost  30  per  cent  ad  valorem,  when  all  of  the  additional 
taxes  and  charges  are  included. 

Imported  bncks  can  not  compete  with  the  native  article,  as  the 
import  duties,  acccading  to  a  manufactarer  here,  are  assessed  at  the 
nominal  rate  of  25  milreis  (about  $6.25  in  American  currency)  per 
thousand,  the  actual  duties  payable  coming  to  over  $10  per  thousand 
by  reason  of  the  pait  payable  in  gold,  port  chnrgeK.  etc 
SUtlitloi  of  FrodBctlon. 

In  1905  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  and  Transportation,  di- 
rected the  "  Centro  Industrial  do  Brazil  "  (an  organization  of  manu- 
facturers which  has  done  much  in  a  statistical  way  concerning 
Brazil's  industries)  to  prepare  statistics  of  domestic  industries.  This 
report,  completed  in  IDO",  shows  that  at  that  time  tliere  were  179 
factories  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ceramic  jjroducts;  that 
2,553  employees  found  occupation  in  this  industry;  that  the  capital 
invested  was  10,.'547,305  niilrois  (about  $3,515,708  in  American  cur- 
rency lit  the  normal  rate  of  exchange  prevailing  then),  and  that  the 
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simnal  production  amounted  to  about  10,863,000  milreis  (about 
$3,454,333).  Even  to-day  the  ceramic  factories  producing  specialties 
are  very  bmited  in  number,  the  most  part  of  them  being  engaged  in 
the  production  of  bricks  for  building  purposes. 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  statistics  of  the  production  of  tlie  indi- 
vidual factories  now  operating  in  this  part  of  Brazil,  but  the  follow- 
ing figures,  obtained  from  rcTiable  sources,  indicate  the  size  of  the 
industry  in  certain  centers  of  the  Federal  District  and  the  State  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro  where  brick  factories  are  operating: 

Ad  Dual  piodaetlon. 

Factory  on  Governor'a  Islnnd,  Tederal  District 5,000,000 

Various  factories,  Merlty,  Federal  District S,  000. 000 

Vftrloua  factories.  Bio  das  Pedras,  Feileral  District 3.000,000 

Various  factories,  Reolengo,  Federal  District 3,600,000 

Various  factories,  Suntlsaimo,  Foileral  District 1,800,000 

Various  factories,  Pavuna,  Federal  District 3,000,000 


Various  factories,  Petropolls,  State  of  Hlo 6,000,000 

Estimated  annual  prodilction 31,200,000 

It  is  calculated  that  in  supplying  the  market  of  Rio  de  Janeiro 
more  than  10,0O0jO0O  handmade  bricks  are  used  here  annually.  In 
the  Federal  District  and  the  State  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  the  annual  pro- 
duction of  hollow  bricks,  which  are  finding  increased  demand,  is 
estimated  at  some  0,000,000. 

[Consul  Will  lam  Da  v  son,  Hon  ter  Idea,  tlij  3.] 

The  great  majority  of  buildings  of  all  kinds  in  Uruguay  are  con- 
stnicteaof  brick  with  a  cement  plaster  finish.  Other  materials  used 
incidentally  are  structural  steel  and  lumber.  Warehouses  and  tem- 
porary structures  are  usually  made  of  corrugated  iron.  There  are 
very  few  stone  buildings  and  practicallj'  no  frame  houses.  On  the 
other  hand,  concrete  construction  is  rapidly  coming  into  favor. 

As  stated,  however,  the  vast  majority  of  buildmgs  are  made  of 
brick  and  brick  is  undoubtedly  the  structural  material  for  which  the 
demand  is  the  largest.  Bricks  are  used  for  interior  and  exterior 
walls  of  houses,  for  filling  in  between  I  beams  in  floors,  and  also 
very  extensively  for  walling  in  property. 

With  the  exception  of  fire  brick,  which  in  spite  of  experiments  has 
not  yet  been  successfully  produced  in  Uruguay,  practically  all  brick 
usecf  in  this  country  is  made  locally.  There  are  perhaps  some  20  or 
more  brick-making  establishments  at  Montevideo  in  operation  at 
present  and  many  more  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  In  fact, 
wherever  there  is  a  sufiicient  local  demand  to  warrant  it,  a  brickkiln 
is  installed  where  bricks  are  made  in  a  primitive  way.  As  respects 
quality  of  product  and  methods  of  manufacture,  a  distinction  must 
be  made  between  these  small  establishinants  and  those  equipped  with 
machinery. 
Vftotorlei  HaldxK  Brick  by  Hand. 

The  former  are  by  far  the  more  numerous  and  may  run  into  the 
hundreds  when  the  demand  for  brick  is  good.  Their  capital  is  small 
and  they  are  frequently  short-lived.    Their  raw  materials  are  clay 
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and  dung  ^or  sometimes  groand-up  Etraw)  and  ibey  are  ontally 
mixed  or  puddled  by  horses  or  mules.  Ofteo,  Instead  of  a  regular 
kiln,  one  is  built  up  of  bricks  and  fired  from  ineide.  All  the  work 
is  performed  by  hand.  The  annual  output  of  gnch  of  these  estab- 
lishmentB  as  achieve  a  uwre  or  leas  permanent  esietence  rtma  from 
500,000  to  2,000,000  bricks,  although  one  plant  located  near  Mcmte- 
Tideo  has  produced  over  3,000,000  oricks  in  a  year  by  methods  more 
or  less  similar,  to  those  des^xibed. 

The  bri<rk  turned  ont  in  this  maimer  is,  of  course,  a  very  inferior, 
article — irregular,  poorly   burned — and   it  is  usually   necessary  to 
leave  at  least  ^-inch  between  bricks  when  laying. 
Tactories  UitiiK  Kaclilimy. 

As  to  the  concerns  uising  machinery  and  more  or  less  modem 
methods,  three  such  plants  are  to  be  found  at  Montevideo  and  three 
or  four  more  at  interior  points. 

The  largest  plant,  located  at  Montevideo,  has  a  capacity  of  8,000,- 
000  bricks  a  year  and  turns  out  44  different  types  of  brick,  all,  how- 
erer,  of  the  same  material.  The  ecjiiipmept,  purchased  in  Germany 
at  a  cost  of  about  $25,000,  was  installed  in  1911  and  is  said  to  be 
very  complete,  (This  plant  has  been  closed  now  for  abofit  a  year, 
largely  owing  to  th*  high  price  of  coal.)  The  two  other  plants  at 
Montevideo  using  macluneiy  have  a  capacity  of  from  2,000,000  to 
4,000,000  bricks  a  year.  Their  equipment  was  picked  up  to  a  Ui^ 
extent  locally,  and  in  Buenos  Aires,  some  of  it  second-hand.  Bri<X' 
making  niacliineiv  used  at  Montevideo  consists  of  liopper-s  for  mix- 
ing, cutting  appiiancpH,  pi-esses,  conveyors,  natural  and  ai-tificial 
drying  rooms,  etc. 

A  brick  factory  at  Paysandu  is  e(]Utpi>ed  entliely  with  American 
machinery  purchased  about  10  years  ago  Jiiectlv  fi-oni  the  iiianufac- 
turer.  The  plant  does  not  opei-ate  regularly  owing  to  the  sniall  local 
deaiand,  but  has  a  daily  capacity  of  50,000'  bricks  and  an  annual  out- 
put of  about  ;J,4O0,000.  The  equipment  consists  of  track  cars  drawn 
by  a  hoist,  a  grinding  mill,  mixer,  and  pi-ess,  and  up-to-date  ovejis 
tud  drying  slicda.  A  factory  at  Salto  likewise  has  American  equip- 
ment, bought  directly  from  the  manufactmer.  and  consi.sting  of  a 
boilei',  boi'izontal  oue-cyliuder  r^team  engine,  large  automatic  press, 
mixer,  form  cleaner,  and  traiispuit  gear.  The  factorv  has  turned 
out  6,000.000  bricks  in  a  year  and  has  a  daily  capacity  of  50,000. 
Like  the  plant  at  Paysandii,  it  does  not  o)>ei'ate  oontiuuou.sly.  Both 
plants  are  closetl  at  pre^^nt. 

As  intimated  aboie,  it  ls  understood  tluit  their  are  one  or  two  more 
brick  factories  in  the  iutcrtor  using  machinery.    It  lias  not,  hmvever, 
proved  possible  lo  obtain  inforuiatioii  on  tliis  [wint. 
Xaw  Haterial*— auaUtr  «€  TrodneL 

Plants  making  brick  mechanically  u.se  clay  nn<l  sand  for  raw  mate- 
rials.   Power  is  geiiei-nllv  supplied  by  steam. 

As  respects  grade,  brick  made  mechanically  at  Montevideo  is  at 
best  of  second  or  tliird  grade.  Wire-drawn  brick  is  not  made  here, 
nor  is  reju'essed  brick  at  the  present  time,  although  tte  largest  local 
factory  (now  closed)  has  made  rcpre-ssed  brick  at  one  time,  A  lead- 
ing Montevideo  conliiietoi'  stat*s  that  a  much  better  grade  of  bricic 
is  made  in  Ai'gentina  and  thnt  for  chimneys  brick  has  to  be  imported 
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from  BnAios  Aires.  The  factories  at  Pajstndu  and  Salto  make  re- 
pressed brick,  and,  in  genera),  tiieir  product  is  understood  to  be 
superior  to  that  now  taraed  out  at  Montevideo. 

Sand-lime  brick  was  made  at  Montevideo  at  mio  time  on  a  consid- 
erable scale  by  a  local  concern  of  some  importance  and  several  large 
stciictiires  were  erected  entirely  of  this  material.     Its  mamifncture 
has,  however,  been  given  up. 
txUtt — CMt  of  lAb«r.        * 

The moet  common  sizes  mnde  and  used  hei«  are  5  by  1^  by  •2ti  centi- 
meters for  madiine  made  and  5  by  18  by  27  (or  28)  ceutirae(ers  few 
handmade  brick.  Mnny  shapes  and  sizes  are.  of  course,  made,  includ- 
ing holk>w  brick,  and,  as  already  stated,  the  largest,  local  factory 
turned  out  at  one  time  44  differoit  modds. 

Prices  of  brick  have  varied  greatly  recently  owing  to  fluctuations 
in  supply  aiid  demand.  As  a  result  of  lack  of  building  activity  fol- 
lowing commercial  depression  and  the  war,  the  price  of  handmade 
-hnck  dro]>ped  to  !)  pesos  ($9.31)  per  thousand.  Many  plants  have 
stopped  working  and.  following  recent  activity  in  packing-plant  con- 
struction, there  is  at  the  pivsent  time  a  marked  scarcity  of  brick, 
with  the  result  timt  tlio  price  has  risen  to  11  pesos  ($11.37),  and  will 
probably  reach  12  pesos  ($12.41),  which  was  tlie  oonnal  price  before 
the  war.  Machine-made  brick  sold  normally  before  the  war  at  about 
16  i>e60S  ($16.54)  per  thousand,  and  has  Imen  marketed  at  as  high 
as  18  pesos  ($16.61)  and  as  low  as  14  pesos  ($14.48).  When  made 
here,  sand-lime  brick  sold  at  from  12  to  14  peam  per  thousand.  Ail 
the  foregoing  prices  refer  to  standar<l  siws  nnd  include  hauling  and 
delivery. 

Laijor  employed  liy  JH-ickmiikcrs  costs  fnmi  1.20  to  2  pesos  ($1.24 
to  $2,07)  i)er  day.     Payment  of  wages  by  picework  is  common. 
UtUe  tmmitdiaXe  Orcotag;  tm  IbebiiMr?- 

Ab  resi>ects  the  [xissibility  of  iiitrodiKing  ninchincry  to  replace 
hand  labor,  it  is  mit  l>elieved  that  thnv  is  iniy  imnietliate  oppor- 
tnrnity  for  the  siile  of  brickmaking  nuichineiT.  t'onditions  during 
the  Inst  few  years  have  made  it  difficult  for  fnetoj-ies  with  modern 
equipment  prepared  to  operate  continuously  to  renli7.e  a  suitable 
return  on  their  investment,  and  it  doe:*  not  apjwar  likely  that  until 
tbese  factories  operate  on  a  profitable  Iwisis  other  venlures  of  the 
same  kind  will  be  launched.  -Vn  respwts  tiniit-  inid  individuals 
making  bricks  by  hand,  the  same  holds  (rue.  and  in  '.iddilion  il  ninst 
be  borne  in  mind  that  few  of  them  i>a-*ses.-i  snflicieni  i-apital  to  make 
investments  of  any  im]>ortanct'  in  equipment. 

However,  when  building  becomes  active  and  the  demand  for  bricfra 
is  large,  it  seems  probaide  that  a  market  may  l>e  found  for  brick- 
making  maebiiiery,  Per^^ons  well  informed  anticipste  a  rapid  re- 
vival of  oonstniction  work  after  a  return  to  normal  conditions.  It 
is  estimated  that  Mmitcvideo  uewls  some  1,000  new  buildings  a  year 
and  that  during  the  pa^t  four  years  only  1.000  new  buildings  have 
been  f^onstrurted.  iin  iiverage  of  2.'>0  a  year.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  in  noriiuil  times  the  average  vahie  of  construction  work  covered 
1:^  building  i^nnils  at  Montevideo  is  from  10,000  to  15,000  pesos 
($10,340  to  $15.r>10t.  whereas  the  present  average  is  from  3,000  to 
4,000  pesos  ($3,102  to  $4,13(3),  iudiriiting  a  high  ((ercentage  of  re- 
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modeling  and  repair  work.  Prolonged  inactivity  should  point  to  a 
heavy  demand  for  brick  after  the  war,  provided,  of  course,  that 
peace  in  Kurope  means  renewed  prosperity  for  South  America. 
Given  an  active  demand  for  brick  and  cheap  fuel  for  factoriee,  it  is 
believed  that  machine-made  brick  will  gradually  replace  the  hand- 
made product. 
Opening;  for  American  Hanafaotmert. 

Just  what  Opportunities  this  may  mean  lor  American  manufac- 
turers and  how  these  opportunities  can  best  be  taken  advantage  of, 
it  is  difficult  to  say.  The  best  equipped  factory  at  Montevideo  pur- 
chased its  machinery  in  Germany  directly  from  the  manufacturer — a 
member  of  the  firm  having  been  in  Europe  at  the  time.  The  fac- 
tories at  Salto  and  Paysandii  also  securecf  their  equipment  directly 
from  the  American  manufacturers.  It  seems  probable,  tliat  most 
brickmaking  machinery  installed  here  will  be  purclmstxl  in  tlie  same 
manner.  On  accoimt  of  the  very  limited  demand,  such  equipment  is 
not  carried  in  stock  by  local  machinery  houses.  For  the  same  rea-. 
son  and  because  of  the  sporadic  nature  of  puichases,  the  consulate 
would  hesitate  to  advise  American  manufacturers  to  send  out  per- 
sonal representatives. 

Perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  way  of  securing  a  share  of  whatever 
market  might  develop  would  be  to  place  an  agency  with  a  house  at 
Buenos  Aires,  which  could  at  the  same  time  undertake  to  cover  the 
Uruguayan  field.  Proximity  and  similarity  of  conditions  make  this 
feasible.  The  Argentine  market  is  naturally  much  more  important 
and,  if  conditions  there  seemed  to  warrant  sending  out  a  representa- 
tive to  look  over  the  field  and  place  an  agency,  he  should  certainly 
include  Uruguay  in  his  trip. 
Cuitomi  Duty  on  Hacblner? — StetlsUcs  of  Trade.  '  ^ 

Brickmaking  machinery  is,  under  a'law  of  January  11,  1896,  sub- 
ject to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  5  per  cent,  to  which  must  be  added 
surtaxes  amounting  to  4  pei-  cent.  This  duty  of  9  per  cent  is  appli- 
cable to  machinery  imported  from  all  countries. 

The  latest  statistics  published  with  reference  to  brickmaking  are 
for  1908  and  refer  only  to  Montevideo,  There  were  in  that  year  45 
establishments  making  common  brick  with  a  moving  capital  of  a 
little  over  $150,000,  and  real  estate  valued  at  about  $130,000.  These  [ 
concerns  employed  757  persons  and  had  sales  of  atiout  $415,000  in  '. 
1907.  There  were,  in  addition,  three  plants  making  pressed  and 
fancy  brick,  employing  75  persons  and  reporting  total  sales  of  about 
$40,000.  One  concern  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sand-lime 
brick,  an  industry  which  has  since  been  given  up. 

In  the  absence  of  recent  statistics,  an  idea  of  the  output  of  Uru- 
guayan brick  plants  may  be  obtained  from  the  statement  of  a  leading 
manufacturer  that  in  normal  years  Montevideo  consumes  from 
80,000,000  to  100,000,000  bricks,  and  the  rest  of  the  Republic  some- 
what less.  As  already  stated,  practically  all  of  these  bricks  are  made 
in  the  country. 

Tlie  steel  rolling  mill  of  the  Kawasaki  Dockyard  Co.  at  Kobe, 
Japan,  was  scheduled  to  begin  operations  in  June.  The  plant  has  a 
daily  capacity  of  125  tons. 
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UABEET  FOB  STANBABDIZi;!)  HTDUSTRIAL  BITILDINaS. 

[Coaaul  E.  n.  Dennlsoa,  UlrmlogbBm,  England,  JnJf  SI.} 

BegKrdiiig  an  inquiry  received  from  an  American  firm  as  to  th« 
poBsibilities  offered  in  the  British  market  for  the  introduction  of 
stajidardized  industrial  buildings,  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  an 
expert  in  this  line.  He  stated  that  buildings  of  this  type  are  most 
urgently  needed  in  Great.  Britain  for  many  purposes,  and  that  they 
-wiU  be  needed  during  the  period  of  reconstruction,  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  on  the  Continent  It  would  be  of  considerable  advnntage 
to  an  American  firm  to  cither  establish  a  branch  in  this  country  or 
else  enter  into  a  working  arrangement  with  some  good  firm  of  con- 
structional engineers  already  established  in  England. 

There  would  be  certain  obvious  obstacles  to  be  met  with,  but 
.  these  are  not  thought  to  be  necessarily  insurmountable.  The  chief 
difficulty  would  seem  to  be  due  to  the  smallness  and  irregularity 
of  the  sites  at  the  disposal  of  builders.  Generally  si>eaking,  exist- 
ing conditions  require  the  erection  of  buildings  especially  designed 
to  fit  the  site.  Another  difficulty  is  tliat  the  erection  of  these  quick- 
time  buildings  necessitates  the  employment  of  a  large  number  of 
skilled  workmen,  who,  of  course,  would  have  to  be  mobilized  on  the 
spot.  Again,  there  is  the  difficulty  of  transporting  the  matenals 
reauired.  The  building  industry  is  reputed  to  be  the  third  greatest 
industry  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  employs  some  900,000  work- 
men. Of  these,  it  is  reckoned  that  fully  one-third  have  joined  the 
army.  A  great  majority  of  the  remainder  are  engaged  on  Govern- 
ment work.  Ordinary  building  in  Great  Britain  nt  present  is  almost 
at  a  standstill.  Over  two  years  ago  the  Government  issued  an  order 
restricting  expenditure  upon  all  Duilding  operations  to  a  sum  not 
exceeding  £r)00  ($d.433),  but  the  increased  cost  of  material  and  labor 
has  reduced,  the  value  of  the  aljowancc  by  one-half,  so  that  present- 
day  contracts  of  the  maximum  limit  really  represent  only  about 
£250  ($1,210)  of  prewar  operations. 


BEAZIUAH  HABEET  FOB  AM£BICAN  KNIT  QOOSS. 

iroDMil  Samuel  T.  L«e,  Rla  Grnndc.l 

There  is  a  shortage  of  siinplies  of  hosiery,  underwear,  and  other 
knit  goods  in  the  Bio  Grande  consular  district,  which  formerly  hn- 
portea  the  higher  grades  of  these  goo<ls  from  (Jerniany.  There  is  a 
special  demand  for  women's  and  children's  leggins  in  marine  blue, 
white,  dark  red,  and  dark  Bordeaux  and  for  sweaters  and  Jerseys  of 
dark  blue,  cream  white,  and  bine  and  white  stripes, 

American  exporters  have  an  excellent  field  here  in  these  lines,  es- 
pecially in  hosiery,  but  they  must  meet  the  reasonable  terms  offered 
by  the  European  competitors.  The  trade  can  not  be  won  if  cash 
against  documents  is  required  and  if  samples  are  not  complied  with. 

[A  list  of  Importers  of  hosiery,  nnderwear,  ami  knit  gootla  In  the  Itio  Grande 
district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  ana  Doiue.=([o  Commerce 
or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices.  A  sample  pair  of  children's  loRglns  and 
samrie  weights  of  underwear  in  dcmnnd  In  this  market  mar  be  ernmlned  at 
the  bareau  or  Its  district  offlces.    In  either  case  refer  to  file  No.  104424.] 

Goo»^lc 
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ITAT.TAy  GOVERNUEHI  SE7ENUE  EETTTEHS. 

(Consul  Genornl  Dnvld  F.  n'lllicr,  Genoa.  Jul;  S3.] 

The  revenue  returns  of  tlie  Italian  Government  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1018,  and  a  comparison  with  the  returns  for  the 
prewar  year  1914-15,  and  the  war  years  1915-16  and  1916-17  are 
contained  in  La  Finanza  Italiana.  published  in  Itome,  July  13,  1918, 

During  the  financial  year  just  closed  the  revenues  of  the  State  were 
4,301,910,000  lire,  showing  a  most  notable  increase  both  as  compared 
to  estimates  and  the  financial  year  1916-17,  and  also  to  the  Hnancial 
year  1914-15,  which  may  be  considered  as  normal,  Italy  having 
entered  the  war  in  May,  1915.  Compared  with  the  estimates  estab- 
lished at  4,021,000,000  lire,  there  was  an  increase  of  341,000,000  lire; 
and  compared  with  1916-17  and  1914-15  there  was  an  increase  of 
895,000,000  and  of  2,350.000.000  lire,  respectively. 

The  principal  revemies  of  the  State  during  the  last  four  financial  ■ 
years  were  as  follows: 


Ilenu. 

m.n 

,.,„. 

iBl«-17 

1917-lg 

n»»«..    """"'""■ 

LiTf. 

sa    -TOO 

3          WO 

Lhi. 

Lirt. 

■S;g!S 

w:,sK,oi)0 

3M,fiS.i,0au 

M3,2«,000 

S6a,«s,ooo 

mmUCT  TA1E3. 

■'-ssr^r."- 

n  RM.OOO 

iK,w»,ooo 

19.^33, ono 

4i'E 

m5f,5;ooo 

»|O73^O0O 

4i,30i,roo 
33,m.ooo 

45,850.000 

IBl, 128,000 

1,891,000 

iy;«s;Z 

5o,si7,("in 

B,,^S7,M00 
403,000 

500>5S]000 

»:S:S 

11! 

311,000 

18.5SI,000 

«,  812,000 

4M,7(i7.ono 

ftiL.ini.nno 

eis„Bo.ooo 

Ks.oei.ooo 

•SiffiS 

m'.m.m 

1«,  .IIS,  QUO 

i:,si»,Mio 

839,96)1.000 

dSS 

S0,1W,«00 

50,  KM,  000 

50,031,000 

6l»,0W,iiO0 

(ijs,onn,oiio 

TWt,  174,000 

1,0:5,975.000 

ri-BUC  JE«V1CB. 

|:ffi™ 

I(I2,10<1,000 

i6;5m;ooo 

a»„Mi,ooo 
i;la>3:Doo 

^'SJ'SS 

t7I,3S3,OnO 

1!IS,S1B,1XW 

2«,3S7,0OO 

80, 103,  two 

i2z,ss.s,oaa 

2,S3,9R3,0OO 

s;,Oji,o(» 

303,130,000 

wa,  000,000 

BS,<13,000 
115, 5  W,  000 

3i8,tei,oon 

1*8,600,000 

113,Oft7,000 

iDConM  lai: 

lSi;334,000 

OOMUEBCB  BEPO&TB. 


Hems. 

1914-lS 

1915-16 

m^„ 

.917-lS 

WUCT  TAXES-COntiQUCd. 

I(r.. 

47,7m;000 

Ills 

i3M.<»0 

■^%«« 

bI^-'ooo 

;::;:::::::::: 

8,asT,ono 

i,o«,<w,oto 

1,*86, 086,000 

l,«!,OI6,0» 

.      ,      , 

Becauee  the  revenues  at  the  State  hnve  (tiven  tlie  incrensing  return 
demiinded  by  the  continual  increase  of  the  burdens  occiisioned  by  the 
war,  the  Italisin  financial  situation  has  remained  firm.  However, 
several  of  the  soumes  from  which  to-day  tlio  budgi-t  of  the  State 
draws  abundantly,  nn  for  example  tlie  war  centime  and  the  tax  on 
extra  war  profiU,  will  be  strongly  diminiiihed  or  will  altogether  dis- 
appear on  the  return  of  peace,  and  notable  voids  will  then  oe  opened 
for  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  by  meang  of  new  compen- 
sating taxes. 

OOVERHHENT  PUBLICATIONS  FOB  SAI£. 

The  following  publications  were  among  those  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  superintendent  of  documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  August  17: 

Wearing  ntiparcl  in  Argrnliua  (Mlscelluoeous  Series  6S,  Bureau  ot  Foreign 
and  l^oiueall<;  CuiQiuerce). — Covers  conimerclal  standards  and  customB,  geo- 
gnipUic  feuCur«»-t>f  tbe  couutxy,  important  cities,  selling  in  Argentine  markets, 
comniei-cinl  practices,  packlug.  slilppiag,  marine  Insurance,  markets,  and  par- 
tlcnlnr  articles,  incliidlos  men's  eiilts,  overcoats,  shirts,  collars  and  cuffe, 
nndorwenr.  mnpeDderN,  lio«1ery,  pajHmns,  women'n  suits,  slilrt  waists,  under- 
wear, wasi)  dresses— ^seneral  indastrlal  conditions,  etc.    Price,  20  cenbi. 

The  propcrliea  and  letting  of  optical  inttrumcnU  (Standards  Gltcnlnr  2T, 
2d  cil I tton) .—Covers  proiieftles  of  optical  inslrumeiita,  testiug  of  optical  Inetrn- 
mcnis,  descripllon  of  Icsts  by  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards.     Price,  10 


flUBSCBIFTIOHS  TO  SEVBHTH-TEAB  CHINESE  INTEBNAL  LOAD'. 

lActlag  Ommfrrlal  AtUcli*  A.  W,  Ferrin,  Petlng.l 

It  is  oiRcially  annoiincetl  that  the  total  subscriptions  to  the  com- 
bined short-term  6  per  cent  loan  of  1918  ($48,000,000)  and  the 
sereiith-ycar  internal  loan  ($40,000,000)  from  May  1,  the  date  the 
loan  was  oiFered,  to  June  30,  has  been  $-ii,319,yO0.  The  subscrip- 
tion books  have  been  closed,  and  the  unsold  balance  of  bonds  will  be 
turned  over  to  the'Bank  of  China  and  the  Bank  of  Communications 
as  security  for  the  debt  of  the  Government  to  the  two  banks. 

[Itefercuce  to  .this  loan  was  made  in  Commercb  BF.roRTs  for  June  12,  1018,] 


A  countrr  worth  flgliting  for  is  a  country  worth  mving  for.    Bur  Xhrttt 

I  ,1   I  .Goo»^lc 
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'  LOBDOK  HIDES  AND  SKINS  UABEET  IH  3VK£. 

(Altrcd  NuttlDg,  clerk  In  American  coniulute  gsDeral,  Loadon,  England,  Aug.  1-1 
London  sales  of  East  Indian  and  other  eastern  hides  of  all  descrip- 
tions in  June  ajrpregated  58,981,  and  52,806  remained  in  stock  in 
brokers'  hands.  Of  raw  Bengal  ox  and  cow  hides  10,433  hides  were 
catalogued  but  failed  to  realize.  A  total  of  2,95i  China  hides  sold 
at  the  following  prices :  Shaved  Canton,  average  11  to  llf  pounds,  67 
to  70  cents  per  pound;  average  9  pounds,  70  cents:  di-y  staked  Hong- 
kong, firsts,  average  10|  pounds,  62  cents;  book  folded  seconds,  aver- 
age 13^  pounds,  38  cents.  Sales  of  buffalo  hides  were  very  limited. 
Tanned  ox,  cow,  and  buffalo  hides  wore  confined  to  varieties  not 
required  by  the  Govei'nment ;  5ri,588  hides  were  sold,  Madras  cow 
kips,  average  5J  pounds,  at  $1.04  i>er  pound ;  cow  kips,  average  4  to 
7  pounds,  $0.50  to  $0.75. 

Tanned  goat  and  sheep  skins.  East  Indian,  of  which  8,307  were 
offered  and  sold,  realized  the  following  prices:  Goat,  Bombay  tan- 
nages— firsts,  average  12  pounds,  $3.53  per  dozen;  seconds,  average 
llf  pounds,  $:3.41  per  dozen;  seconds,  average  6}  pounds,  $3.90  per 
dozen;  thirds,  average  12  pounds,  $2.68  per  dozen;  thirds,  average 
6J  pounds,  $2.92  per  dozen;  sheep,  dressed,  tanned,  East  Indian, 
average  5^  to  10  pounds,  $2.55  to  $3.77  per  dozen, 

SalM  of  Boatta  African  and  Australian  Hides. 

South  African  liidoe  numbering  3,475  wet-salted  and  11,540  dry, 
brined,  and  dry-salted  hides,  kips,  and  calfskins  were  imported. 
iWet  salted  were  not  dealt  in,  and  only  1,000  of  the  other  descrip- 
tions were  sold,  realizing  the  following  prices :  Dry,  best  heavy  East 
London,  44  cents  per  pound;  dry  salted,  40  cents;  and  best  kips, 
62.  cents.  Of  South  African  sheepskins,  11,0S0  iSftimon  Cape 
(glovers')  skins  were  offered  and  sold,  realizing  steady  prices. 
There  were  183,977  Cape  merino  and  coarse-wooled  sheepskins  on 
sale,  but  5,900  medium  short  and  shorn  skins  were'reserved  for  war- 
office  account  and  37,443  sold.  The  collection  chiefly  comprised 
secondhand  goods. 

Australian  and  Xew  Zealand  offerings  included  21,834  ox  and  cow 
hides,  ranging  from  28  to  33  cents  per  pound.  It  is  stated  that  the 
Government  proposes  to  fix  a  basis  for  the  prices  of  all  imported 
hides.  There  were  no  fresh  arrivals  of  rabbit  skins,  and  it  is 
reported  that  the  market  position  is  uncerain,  owing  to  the  decision 
of  the  American  Government  to  control  imports  of  these  skins  and 
to  the  lack  of  information  as  to  the  conditions  under  which  licenses 
will  be  granted. 

REMOVAL  OF  TOLL  GATES  IN  PBESCOTT  SISTUCT. 

[Consul  Frank  C.  D^nlBon,  PrescatC,  Ontario,  Cnuada,  Aus.  14.) 

After  a  lapse  of  more  than  50  years  the  four  toll  gates  heretofore 
located  upon  the  12-mile  highway  between  Prescott  and  Brock- 
ville,  have  been  removed,  the  road  having  been  taken  over  by  the 
townsliips  through  which  it  passes.  No  toll  gates  are  now  located  in 
this  part  of  the  Province  of  Ontario.  ■"  


jdovGoQt^lc 
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ROTA>SOOTU  APPLE  CBOF. 


tCaonl  Oeoenl  Rran  E.  Taan?.  Hallrax.  Not 


Bmtta,  OniHia,  A 


According  to  report  received  bj  the  aecififary  for  agriculture, 
Province  of  Nov;*  Seotia,  conditions  affecting  theiipple  crop  in  this 
Pro\ince  have  been  more  fa\orabIc  diiriiiji  the  [nx^t  niontli.  Esti- 
mates at  this  time  place  the  yield  at  from  400.00U  to  5<X>,000  barrels. 
That  eontJitions  on  the  whole  have  been  nither  niif;ivornhle  is  shown 
by  tiic  fact  that  nn  average  yield  approximates  800.000  to  1,000,000 
barrels.  Last  year  tlie  crop  anionnted  to  «.">0,000.  while  in  1911 
1,800,000  barrels  were  produced  by  the  orelinrds  of  Kova  Scotia. 

Although  the  yield  as  estimated  at  the  present  time  is  below 
normal,  Nova  Scotia  fruit  growers  must  find  a  market  ontside  of  the 
Province  for  not  less  than  300,000  barrels,  and  a  number  of  the 
growers  are  now  investigating  the  possibility  of  mariceting  a  portion 
of  the  crop  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States. 


SEW  KEAI  ESTATE  BAHK  FOR  CHOSEIT. 

rWpHkiT  BonetlB,  C»n»(ilan  DtparHopBl  of  Trsd*  BBd  Commncc  Uttatra,  Aug.  5.] 

The  (iovernor  General  of  Choaen  (Korea)  has  jvist  issued  ii  decree 
authorizing  a  new  real  estate  bank  in  Chosen,  which  will  be  formed 
by  the  amalgamation  of  the  present  real  estate  banks  under  official 
protection.  The  new  consolidated  bank,  called  the  Development 
Bank,  will  have  a  capital  of  10,000,000  yen  (about  $5,000,000)  and 
will  l>e  authorized  to  issue  debentures  up  to  ten  times  its  paid-up 
capital.    It  will  start  business  on  October  1. 


TAIbMOirrH.BOSTOK,  SERTIGE  SISCONTimTES. 


The  local  agent  of  the  Boston  &.  Yarmouth  Steamship  Co.  an- 
noiuices  that  orders  had  been  received  from  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment withdrawing  the  steamship  Aranmore  from  the  freight  service 
between  here  and  Boston.  This  leaves  Yarmouth  without  any  direct 
aervice  bv  water  with  the  United  States, 


A  company  has  been  formed  in  Yolcohama,  Japan,  to  turn  out  a 
subbtitutf^  for  Portland  cement.  T!ie  new  material  will  be  made  of 
lava  and  lime,  which  can  be  obtained  in  Aomori  in  large  qjiiantities. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEAH  OF  FOREIGN  AHB  DOMESTIC  COMHiXCE. 


BOOTOIt:  ISOl  CutoBkouf. 

(SICAeO:  ft04  Ftdml  BallMBf. 

ffr.  LOTTIS:  401  Tbrn)  nUTaBiI  Bank  IMlilBf. 

KEW  l)BLE4NS:  Ifl^O  Rlb«rnl>  Bmk  BolldlBg. 

Kin  FBINCISCO:  SOI  CBiloBboue. 

fltiTTLK:  StS  Htaif  BalliliBg. 


COOPBBiTlTB  OrFICIg. 
CLETEU-fD:  Ckinbtt  ol  Coaiafrcf. 
CISCWSiTT;  CfciiBlKc  *I  Gmmrm. 
CIHCmCilTr:  flcHril  rrtlgU  ACTBt,  Bmlhtn 

Killnir,  «■  iBinlls  BulIdlDs. 
I.OS  ASfiRI.BH:  numbn-  er  Contnv. 
PHILADELPHIA  1  ClilBbei  ol  Coiawru. 
POBTLAND,  OBEC:  CkiialMr  «t  CoBBcn*. 
D1IT05:  lirtiltr  DbiIbb  iBsorlitloa, 
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FOBEIGH  TSASE  0FP0BT1TKITIES. 

ItPNiTved  adiIresBOS  may  be  obtatn^  trom  tbe  Bar««ii  anil  Its  diatrlet  mat  eaapcFK- 
tlv«  ofnoH.  R«|UPat  tor  rncb  opporlually  ebouLd  he  on  a  aeparale  sheet  and  alate 
opportnullr  number^  The  Dnreaa  does  no(  fiirciab  credit  ratings  or  awtime 
tvnpoDBlUlllty  na  lo  the  standing  of  farelRO  InqulrerB :  tbe  hRiial  pr«cautlona  should  be 
tHkcD  Id  all  caHra.  Symbols :  *  Iteporled  by  Auivrkna  consular  offlcers ;  t  Bcporud  by 
commerciBl  allacb&i  and  commercial  agenta;  t  Ulrect  inquiries  teceiveO  by  the  Bureau. 
In  conaldcrlnjc  Ibc  foIIoirhiK  "  oppartanlllea  "  apeclnl  revard  ahoBld  be 

btid  to  the  lawa  Hud  resnlUADiiB  Kwe'Blns  export  Ilonaea  and  tradlas 

n-l(h  Ibe  enpinr- 
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General  merchandise 
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St™T  and  steel  producta 

— "  B" 

f^Siii!^:::::::::::- 
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Electrical  apparatus 

27355.* — A  firm  of  Import  commission  agents  Id  Greece  deslros  to  be  placed  Id 
cornmunk'atiOD  with  exporters  o(  boots  and  shoes;  cheiuicals,  nud  con- 
densed milk.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English,    Itererence, 

2735G.t — A  firm  Id  Denmark  wishes  to  setnire  oFenclps  from  AmerlcnD  manu- 
factnrers  who  ere  not  now  represented  In  ScandanavlH.  for  agricultural 
Implements,  such  as  spndcs.  shovels,  rnkcs.  and  hand  cultiyatora.  Prices, 
terms,  time  of  delivery,  autl  a  samjile  of  a  hand  cultlvutur  are  requested. 
Reference. 

27357.* — A  firm  In  India  desires  to  purcliose  200  six-foot  porcelain  bathtubs, 
with  and  without  fittings;  200  porcelain  lavatory  basiiiiH,  complete  with 
flttloge,  taps,  and  traps;  200  porcelain  water-cloeete,  with  antlsyphonnire 
hole,  with  and  without  seat  covers;  200  three-gallon  pull-chain  water  flush 
.  tanks,  complete  wilh  chain,  haDdle,  ball  cock,  etc.;  100  earthenware  or 
porcelain  kitchen  sinks,  complete  with  fittings;  100,000  feet  i  to  2  Inch 
galvanized  pipe  and  fittings ;  50,000  feet  of  4-lneh  cast-iron  soil  pipe,  A-lnch 
metal.  In  6-feet  and  cut  lei^hs.  Terms,  cash  against  docuuiente.  Ref- 
erences. 

2T35S.* — A  man  In  Switzerland  desires  to  purchase  aniomoblle  tires,  wool,  linen, 
tobacco,  and  manufiictured  articles.  Cori-esiKindence  may  be  lu  English. 
Reference. 

27359.*— A  man  In  France  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
chonile  handles  of  a  quality  similar  to  sample  which  may  be  exiinilned 
at  the  hureau  or  its  district  ofllces.  Refer  to  exhibit  No.  104.02fi.  Cash 
will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 
Reference, 

273C0.t — -A  representative  of  an  Australian  firm,  who  In  now  In  this  country, 
desires  to  secure  ueencies  for  American  goods  suitable  for  the  Australian 
market.    References. 

27361,*— ^An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  Italy  tor  vegetable  fiber.  Insulating 
and  refractory  materials,  elpctrlcnl  apparatus,  files  and  points  for  lathes, 
and  steel  and  steel  products.  Corresixindence  should  be  la  Italian  or 
Frencli.    References. 

27362,* — A  commission   merchant  In   ^paln   wishes  to  secure  agencies  from 

American  exporters  of  wastes   of  worsted.     Correspondence   may  be   in 
English.    Retereuces. 

27363.* — A  firn»  In  South  Africa  desires  to  purchase  fn  original  case  lots, 
enamel  ware,  toul.s,  agricultural  Implements,  shoe  grindery,  aluminum  and 
steel  cooking  utensils,  padloc^ks,  carriage  boits  and  uuts,  axes  and  hatchets. 
Cash  wlH  be  paid  for  best  discouuts.    References, 

27364.* — A  Ann  In  Jamaica  wishes  to  purchase  large  and  regular  shipments  of 
margarine  of  the  better  quality,  usually  pacljed  In  28-pouud  tins.  Cash 
will  be  paid.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 
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FOBTTTaUESE  fBOHIBITIOH  OH  EZPOBTAIION  OF  OLIVE  OIL. 

[CoDBUl  General  W.  L.  Lowrle.  LlsbOD,  Jul;  26.) 

As  olive  oil  is  considered  a  necessity  in  Portugal  and  as  the  future 
crop  of  olives  will  not  be  equiil  to  the  local  demand  the  Govemment 
has  pr-ohibited  its  expoi'tation,  excepting  to  the  islands  of  Azores 
and  Madeira  and  tlie  African  colonies.  Sardine  packers  are  pro- 
hibited from  using  olive  oil  of  more  than  one  degree  acidity  and 
must  pay  a  tax  on  all  oil  used,  either  domestic  or  foreign,  amounting 
to  O.yO  escudo  per  kilogram.  Prices  of  olive  oil  are  fixed  at  0.60 
esciido  per  liter  to  the  producer,  0.C8  escudo  to  the  wholesaler,  and 
0.T2,  escudo  to  the  retailer. 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE  EXPOBT  COHSEEVATIOH  LIST. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  ruling  (AV,  T.  B.  R. 
208)  that  further  additions  have  been  mndc  to  the  export  conserva- 
tion list,  effective  August  24,  1018.  A  revised  export  conservation 
list,  dated  August  24  and  containing  the  additions  effective  on  that 
date,  has  been  sent  to  all  individuals  and  firms  on  the  mailing  list 
of  the  War  Trade  Board. 

Additional  copies  of  the  above  list  may  be  obtained  either  from 
the  War  Trade  Board,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  branch  offices. 


IUF££IAL  WAA  CONITBENCE  IH  LONDON. 

ICommerclal  Attachi!  Philip  B.  Kmnpd.v,  London,  Ent^land,  Jul;  23.] 

The  Imperial  War  Conference  and  the  Imperial  War  Cabinet  have 
been  holding  iniportaiit  sessions  in  Ix)ndon  during  the  past  month. 
The  Imi)orial  War  Conference,  which  is  a  deliberative  body,  has 
devoted  considerable  time  to  discussing  matters  of  imperial  policy. 
The  War  Cabinet,  which  is  more  of  an  executive  body,  is  the  author- 
ity to  whom  the  Conference  reports  its  decisions. 

A  large  number  of  representatives  of  the  Dominions  have  been 
present  in  London  in  connection  with  these  conferences.    The  War 
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Cabinet,  which  has  included  the  Prime  Sliuisters  of  the  Dominions, 
has  discussed  fully  and  passed  resolutions  on  most  important  matters 
relating  to  peace  negotiations  and  future  imperial  economic  ixdicy. 
The  Imperial  War  Conference  has  been  attended  by  Cabinet  ministers 
and  other  representatives  of  the  Dominions,  a  considerable  number  of 
vhom  have  been  in  London.  The  Canadian  Cabinet  had  in  London 
at  one  time  not  only  its  Prime  Minister  but  also  5  or  6  Cabinet  min- 
isters. General  Smuts,  of  South  Africa,  who  has  been  iiermiineiitly 
attached  to  the  war  cabinet,  has  been  joined  for  tlie  Conference  by 
the  Minister  of  Railways  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  The  Prime 
Minister  of  Australia,  Mr.  W.  M.  Hughes,  was  accompanied  to  Lon- 
don by  the  Minister  for  the  ^favy  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  Bank,  the  solicitor  genentl,  and  a  representa- 
tive of  tike  Australian  Shipping  Board.  New  Zealand  has  been  repre- 
sented by  its  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Mivssey,  and  its  Treasurer,  Sir 
Joseph  Ward.  The  Prime  Minister  of  New  Foundland  lias  been 
present  and  the  premiers  of  a  niunber  of  Canadian  States.  This  large 
representation  of  prominent  officials  from  the  Dominions  has  given 
unusual  authority  to  the  meetings  at  this  time.  In  view  of  the  gi"eafc 
services  of  tlio  Dominion  during  the  war  it  has  also  t>een  the  {>olioy 
of  the  British  Government  to  attach  particular  importance  to  this 
conference  and  to  take  up  intimately  with  the  Dominion  representa- 
tives the  most  important  matters  of  imperial  policy. 

So  far  as  can  be  gatliei'ed  from  the  public  utterances  of  tlie  Do- 
minion representatives  it  appears  that  the  Dominitms  are  very  amvii 
interested  in  the  strong  development  of  close  imperial  cooperation 
in  matters  of  cconoinic  policy,  Australia  and  Xew  Zealand  are 
greatly  interested  in  retaining  the  (Jenuiin  colonies  in  tlie  Pacific  and 
in  combatting  (ierinan  trade  after  the  war. 
SesolutiliDi  Adopted. 

Although  not  very  many  announcciiicuts.have  been  made  regarding 
the  resohitions  passed  by  the  Imperial  War  Conference,  a' general 
outline  has  been  given  of  the  resolutions.  The  Prime  Minister 
Mr.  Lloyd-George,  announced  in  an  address  befoi-e  Canadian  jour- 
nalists tliat  matters  relating  to  peace  had  been  discussed  intimately 
with  the  Douiinion  representatives,  and  it  is  understood  that  certain 
coniidential  resohitions  have  been  passed  relating  to  post-war  eco- 
nomic policy. 

It  has  been  publicly  announced  that  an  important  resolution  was 
pa&ied  dealing  with  the  British  nonferrotis  metal  industries  act, 
which  aims  at  freeing  the  British  Empire  from  dependence  on  (Jer- 
man-coul rolled  organization.  Tlie  Dominions  have  been  asked  to 
pass  legislatim  similar  to  that  embodied  in  the  Biitish  non-ferrous 
metal  industries  act,  which  makes  it  necessary  to  obtain  licenses  for 
trading  in  metals.  [See  Comjiw(ce  Keforts  of  Apr.  1.  1&18,  for 
discussion  of  the  act.] 

Another  important  resolution  rehiied  to  tlie  dye  industry,  and  it  is 
understood  that  the  Dominions  have  been  asked  to  coopei-ate  with 
the  Imperial  Government  in  protecting  the  developing  British  dye 
industry  in  the  British  Empire. 

One  of  the  most  important  matters  that  has  come  up  before  the 
Imperial  War  Conference  and  the  War  Cabinet  has  prohably  been 
that  relating  to  the  future  control  of  imperial  raw  materials.    Mr. 
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Bonar  Law,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  announced  in  Parliament 
that  arrangements  were  being  made  with  representatives  of  the 
Dominions  for  the  control  of  imperial  raw  materials  as  the  basis 
for  inaugurating  negotiations  with  other  Allies  for  some  joint  action  ^ 
in  regard  to  the  control  of  raw  materials  after  the  war.  A  special 
committee  of  members  of  the  Imperial  War  Conference  has  been  ap-  ■ 
pointed  to  consider  the  best  methods  bv  which  essential  raw  materials 
may  be  obtained.  After  the  British  Government  has  perfected  with 
the  Dominions  a  plan  for  obtaining  control  of  the  raw  materials  of  ! 
the  Empire,  it  is  expected  that  representations  will  be  made  to  the 
United  States  and  to  the  other  Allies  for  some  common  action,  Tlie 
Inter- Allied  Parliamentary  Conference  of  Commerce,  held  in  London  - 
July  2  to  5,  at  which  were  present  Parliamentary  delegates  from  [ 
most  of  the  allied  countries  with  the  exception  of  the  United  States, 
passed  reftolulions  approving  Mr.  Bonar  Law's  statement  in  Parlia-  ■ 
ment  that  the  British  Empire  was  taking  preliminary  steps  to  bring 
up  allied  control  of  raw  maferialG.  There  is  probably  no  after-the-  ' 
war  policy  which  has  received  more  serious  attention  than  this  of  the 
control  ot  raw  materials,  and  it  is  probable  that  very  definite  progress 
is  being  made  by  Great  Britain  looking  to  effective  future  action.        i 

The  Imperial  War  Conference  has  considered  various  matters 
relating  to  the  effective  development  of  inter-Empire  trade,  such  as  , 
transport,  news  service,  parcel  post,  -statistics,  and  emigration,  and  ', 
cable  service.  The  Dominions,  recognizing  the  importance  of  trans- : 
port,  no  doubt  hope  that  soon  after  the  war  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  improving  dii-ect  steamship  connections  between  Great : 
Britain  and  the  Dominions.  Considerable  attention  has  been  given ' 
to  news  service,  and  it  has  been  recommended  that  the  news  which  ■ 
jjoes  to  the  Dominions  should  come  from  a  British  source.  This  has 
been  largely  true  in  the  past,  but  there  is  evidently  a  desire  to  secure 
for  the  Dominions  more  comprehensive  news  service  than  formerly. 
An  ap'pca!  has  been  made  for  reducing  the  rates  for  cable  service, 
which  will  be  of  assistance  to  business  and  especially  in  the  transmis- 
sion of  news.  A  proposal  for  an  imperial  bureau  of  statistics  in 
London  looks  to  more  adequate  transmission  and  compilation  of  in- 
formation from  the  dfferent  parts  of  the  Empire. 

One  of  the  movi  important  questions  has  had  to  do  with  emigra- 
tion. The  British  Government*  has  been  considering  recently  the  . 
formation  of  a  central  committee  to  control  emigration  from  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  Imperial  War  Conference  has  cabled  the 
Dominions  affirming  the  principle  by  which  intending  immigrants 
may  be  settled  in  territory  under  the  British  flag  and  asking  co- 
operation with  a  prop>osed  consultative  committee  in  London,  in- 
cluding representatives  of  the  Dominions.  The  conference  has  also 
discussed  the  question  of  giving  preference  in  Government  contracts  . 
to  Empire  raw  materials. 
JmperlRl  Economic  P0U07. 

It  would  appear  that  the  representatives  of  the  Dominions  are 
anxious  that  immediate  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  im-  , 

Sortant  matters  di.scus=cd  relating  to  the  closest  cooperation  of  the 
ifferont  parts  of  the  f^mpire.  It  is  not  so  certain,  however,  that 
the  British  Government  will  be  prepared  to  finally  perfect  a  program 
of  future  economic  policy  during  the  war.    Mr.  Bonar  Law,  answer- 
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ing  a  question  in  Parliament  on  July  17,  said  that  the  imports  and 
exports  bill  Tsee  Commerce  Beports  of  Dec.  21,  1917,  ana  Feb.  2, 
1918],  which  is  preliminary  to  any  after-the-war  economic  policy 
would  not  be  brought  forward  until  autumn,  and  tliat  it  was  im- 
possible to  make  any  statement  on  economic  policy  before  the  ad- 
joutmnent.  Future  economic  policy,  he  said,  was  being  considered  as 
seriously  as  possible  in  war  time,  but  that  this  wus  a  problem  to  be 
solved  after  the  war.  The  imports  and  exports  bill,  which  has  been 
prepared  for  some  time,  was  brought  forward  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  Keep  in  Government  hands  the  control  of  trade  for  a  period  of 
some  tlirec  years  after  the  war.  The  Government  might  at  its  dis- 
cretion continue  the  policy  of  import  and  export  licenses  for  the 
period  of  the  bill.  If  this  bill  is  passed  it  wUl  give  the  Government 
power  for  a  certain  period  after  the  war  to  enforce  any  trade  regula- 
tions which  might  be  passed. 

The  question  of  an  imperial  preference  tariff  has  not  been  given 
any  open  discussion  of  moment  during  these  meetings  in  LpndoD. 
There  is  undoubtedly  a  gi-eat  deal  of  sentiment  in  favor  of  a  policy  of 
this  kind  botli  in  the  Dominions  and  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
tariff  question  in  the  United  Kingdom,  however,  is  an  issue  on  which 
there  is  as  yet  no  unity  of  opinion.  The  old  free-trade  sentiment  in 
the  Libei'&l  Party  is  evidently  unchanged.  The  Labor  Party  is  still 
evidently  opposed  to  any  policy  which  would  affect  cheap  food  and 
cheap  raw  materials,  and  it  also  has  committed  itself  to  resolutions 
favoring  an  open  door  economic  policy  after  the  war  as  the  best  way 
of  gunnintceing  future  peace.  Before  the  United  ICingdom  can  come 
to  a  definite  decision  on  the  tariff  probably  the  issue  will  have  to  be 
joined  by  the  conflicting  interests,  and  this  may  be  something  which 
the  Government  will  not  care  to  bring  up  during  the  war.  Probably 
Mr,  Bonar  Law's  statement  that  future  economic  jiolicy  is  receiving 
as  careful  consideration  as  is  possible  during  tlie  war  and  that  this  is 
j)rimarily  a  question  for  after  the  war  is  about  as  accurate  a  state- 
ment as  could  be  obtained  of  ttie  general  situation.  The  Imperial 
War  Conference,  however,  has  brought  before  the  public  mind  many 
of  the  quesfions  wliich  may  have  to  be  worke4  out  Ijefoi-e  a  great 
while,  and  it  therefore  is  of  interest  to  note  the  lines  along  which 
discussion  has  taken  place. 


SUGAR  CONSUMPTIOK  IN  ALGERIA. 

{CooBiil  Artllur  C  riost,  Aittiers,  Julj  ',;4.J 

Algeria  couKunies  from  35,000  to  40,000  metric  tons  of  sugar 
ftimually.  This  supply  comes  entirely  from  abroad.  The  scarcity  of 
sugar  since  the  war  has  led  to  consideration  of  the  possibility  of  beet- 
sugar  culture  in  the  colony. 

In  1917  a  number  of  colonists  «>wed  sugar  beets,  the  seeds  being 
furnished  by  the  Government,  and  an  establishment  was  set  up  for 
the  distillation  of  alcohol  from  the  crop.  The  project,  however,  is 
^^till  in  an  embryonic  stage. 

The  analyses  made  indicate  that  beets  can  be  raised  here  com- 
parable in  sugar  content  with  F.uropean  production.  There  are  at 
present  no  sugar  plantations  or  refineries  in  the  country  and  no  de- 
velopment of  appreciable  importance  is  contemplated. 


.  God<^  Ic 
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THIS  TEAE'S  SBIEK  TOBACCO  CB07. 
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IVlce  Conial  W.  P.  George,  Athens,  July  6-1 

■  The  domestic  consumption  of  Greek  tobacco  is  greater  this  year 
than  in  1917. 

There  still  remains  unsold  in  the  hnnds  of  speculators  Hnd  planters 
about  12,000,000  okes,  or  33,858,000  pounds,  of  the  old  stock,  which 
has  been  withheld  from  the  market  on  account  of  export  duties, 
want  of  transportation  facilities,  high  freight,  and  insurance  rates, 
difficulties  presented  by  the  United  States  import  regulations,  and  the 
fact  that  comi;)eting  countries — Japan,  China,  and  East  India — by 
reason  of  a  comparative  freedom  from  war  risks,  are  enabled  to 
supply  Pacific  and  Egyptian  ports. 

Italy  has  purchased  about  1,000,000  okes,  or  2,821,600  pounds,  of 
this  year's  tobacco,  but  further  purchases  have  been  discouraged 
or  checked  by  the  high  piices  asked  and  the  depreciation  of  the 
Italian  lire. 

The  present  demand  is  negligible  and  without  immediate  prospects 
of  being  strengthened.  Egj'ptian  markets  are  stocked  for  at  least 
six  months  to  come. 

According  to  I'eliable  sources  of  information  the  following  shonhl 
be  a  reasonable  advance  estimate  of  the  1918  Greek  tobacco  crop, 
except  in  the  event  of  an  unexpected  weather  change: 
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Judging  from  the  present  abncnce  of  disease  among  the  plants,  the 
crop  of  11)18  should  be  of  excellent  quality. 
Trioes  to  Planters  In  1S17. 

The  prices  of  this  year's  tobacco  will  approximate  those  of  the 
1916  crop,  and  will  bo  about  50  per  cent  lower  than  those  of  1917. 
Tlie  prices  per  pound  to  the  plan^-rs  for  1917  were:  PUiiotis,  $0.8208 
to  $1,026;  Islands,  $1,094  to  ifil.lty:  AetoHa  and  Acarnania,  $1,094; 
Argolis  and  Corinth,  $0.478 ;  Thessaly,  $0.6840  to  $1,026. 


Dye  Expert  Wishes  to  Bepresent  American  Firm. 

Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  of  Bradford,  England,  has  trans- 
mitted the  name  of  a  local  dycware  expert  who  wishes  to  represent 
some  American  firm  manufacturing  dyestuffs.  This  dyer  has  had 
very  extensive  experience  and  has  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  re- 
quirements of  color  users  in  the  Yorkshire  textile  district.  His  name 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce of"  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file 
No.  103101. 

Goot^lc 
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PLANS  TO  HAXE  WORLD  HARBOR  f  OR  SHAKOHAI. 

[Connil  M.  F.  FerkJiu,  Btunftaal,  CblD*.  Julf  18.) 

The  AVhanapoo  Conservancy  Board  has  made  its  report  on  the 
plans  to  make  ii  world  h.irbor  for  Shanghai,  aecordins  to  the 
Shanghai  Ciaiietto.  It  is  recommended  tliat  an  expenditure  of 
40,000,000  to  45,000,000  taels  be  made  to  make  the  Wliangpoo  into  a 
lake  whose  sliores  will  bo  one  continuous  line  of  docks  and  ^ip- 
building  plants  with  wharves  that  will  handle  in  modern  and  in  nKSt 
economicnl  manner  tlic  enonuous  coniDieree  which  China's  recent 
advancement  now  make»  certain. 

After  considering  the  whole  problem  of  ocean  transi>ortiition  in  its 
largest  aspects  tlic  following  conclusions  are  reached,  aci-ording  to 
the  Gazette. 
PreUmiBar?  ConsldeTatlans. 

The  ciienltiK  rtlsHiRsion  In  tlio  reiiort  may  be  r(niil('nsi.ij,  ns  follows; 

PassenRer  mid  mall  trnlTip  kIiow  ciiiistniill.v  iiici'i-nsiiii;  (IciiiilikU  for  rnpld  and 
sate  comnmnii^tinii. 

Tbe  developuienC  of  seu  trade  and  liarlwr  tecliulque  has  biUu-rto  tended 
toward  cotU'Cuf ration.  In  limsc  ooiiiilrl»>s  where  trade  Is  as  yel  little  developed. 
prnRi-eSB  will  go  ill   this  dlrMliod. 

When  thR  Ghlne-w  harhoi-s  are  to  he  I'mvlded  with  deel^watpr  quays,  the 
handliDK  of  cnrRO  will  l>e  done  hy  iiiechnnleal  applloncps  In  ppite  of  labor 
conditions. 

Tilt'  tritde  Ijetwi'L'ii  A.'.iiL  and  ulher  (■iintliifiils  ivtil  in  the  iinnieiiiate  future 

The  conRtruolion  of  the  I'lmnma 
and  the  Indian  Oeexnii  makine  giea 
the  Atlautic. 

Aiuoug  tbe  lueroliantN  and  uiercani 
In  trarle  on  the  rarlUc  and  tlie  Indiai 
able  pr;sitiiiiu 

It  Is  to  be  exiieoted  that  the  world  will  no  longer  fall  to  ohtntn  the  coopefa- 
tlon  of  China  in  the  development  of  Intercourse  on  the  oceana.  A  step  in  this 
direction  iS'  tbe  conRtrucllon  of  modern  harboi-s  in  China. 

A  qoestiou  of  iKiramoniit  Imitortiince  Is  tlicri'lore:  To  whleb  harlioi'  or  har- 
bors In  Asia  will  the  expre-'^s  trntlic  aitross  the  Pnclflc  lie  dh-ecleil?  From  a 
glance  ut  llie  map,  and  from  what  !!«■<  iK-en  said  iirevloiisly,  it  may  he  con- 
cluded tluit  this  harlH)r  can  only  be  fouixl  in  Japan,  or  on  that  pnit  of  the 
Oiine.iie  coastt  whieh  faces  Japan — probably  tii  tbe  vicinity  of  the  Yangtze 
CKtunry.  ^^  a  Japanese  bnrbor  beconien  tbe  terminus  for  express  liar's,  the 
journey  to  ilie  fonlliienl  niiisi  he  made  by  secondary  slilps.  If.  vn  the  other 
hand,  tlicwe  llnei"*!  proceed  to  the  t'hiuese  coast  the  sen  Journey  Is  once  and 
for  nil  compleled. 

If  at  a  suitable  point  of  the  east  coast  of  China  a  modeiii  harbor  Is  arranged, 
tJiere  is  no  doubt  that  thl.s  liarbor  will  be  freqiieiilcii  hj  e\cn  the  greatest  liners 
engaged  in  ex  press  (radic. 

in  Uio  following  it  will  be  shown  that  nil  trade  between  forelgii  countries 
and  half  the  Obinecie  population  must  ucce.s.siirlly  pas.s  through  a  port  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  the  Yangtze  estnary.  The  amount  of  f:"<>d«  that  will  pass  this 
door  will  corrosjionil  to  the  Import  and  espiirt  deniiinds  i.C  more  than  one- 
tenth  jt  the  total  iwpulation  of  the  earth. 

^^h()l  to  this  IS  added  that  the  major  part  «f  llils  trade  will  be  bound  for 
very  disfnnl  nmutrict.  \i/  America  and  Europe,  it  Is  obvlouH  that  (o  this  point 
of  the  glol>e  ndl  be  dirc<.ted  the  very  largest  cargo  ships  that  travel  on  the 

That  the  need  for  tianiport  facilities  of  the  180.000,000  Inhabilants  ot  the 
Yangtze  \  alley  during  some  appreciable  time- In  the  future  could  l>c  filled  by 
a  harboi  at  any  other  place  tlian  at  tbe  Yangtze  estuary  can  not  be  conceived 
unle^  for  reasons  which  JiovG  nothing  to  do  with  the  needs  of  the  popalatlOD, 

the  development  K  led  into  such  i-otites  as  ni'o  entirely  contrary  to  the  sound 
devilojiment  of  ic-i  trade 


D.qit.zeaOvGoO<:^lc 
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Eeonomlo  Value  to  ShuiKlial. 

What  economic  value  should  be  ftttae?i«I  to  the  poftsihlllty  nt  conatrucflng 
such  a  harhor  In  tminedlate  proximity  to  Sbanciial  It  Is  ilifficnlt  to  rav,  hut  as  a 
fiaraliel  esse  Hamburg  may  be  mentioned.  When  tbe  question  of  brluBiuR  tJie 
free  harbor  into  immediate  connection  with  the  town  was  mooted,  Hamburg 
did  not  hesitate  to  sncrlflce  a  whole  quarter  of  the  town  wltli  1.000  houses  and 
Jntaabited  by  24.000  people.  It  is  obvious  that  It  would  he  of  paramount  benefit 
to  Shanghai  if  within  Its  sphere  or  the  limit  of  Its  natural  extension  could  bo 
situated  one  of  the  important  centers  of  traftlt  of  the  world. 

The  resources  of  Simnchaf  in  men,  measures,  and  money  are  comparable  with 
those  of  any  other  city  in  China,  and  it  would  thus  appear  tlint  thore  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  Shanghai  should  be  able  to  secure  for  Itself  the  future 
preponderance  which  a  well  placed  and  accessible  Yangtze  estuary  post  will 
attain. 
Could  Dredge  Wider  Channel. 

There  are,  however,  other  means  than  dredging  by  which  the  water  depth  can 
be  Increased.  One  la  to  narrow  the  distance  between  the  normal  lines,  but  this 
is  not  n  practicaiile  solution  as  It  would  eiitull  not  only  severe  A)nsequences  to 
mpartan  owners  but  also  prove  fatal  to  navigation.  The  other  Is  to  Increase  tbe 
tidal  volume  and  the  fresh-water  discharge.  One  Idea  would  be  to  open  up  by 
dredging  a  wider  channel  between  Sungkiani;  and  the  HsI  Tai  Lake  and  to 
dredge  a  canal  from  the  Tul  Hu  out  of  the  Tangtzc  at  about'Klanjryln.  This 
canal  should  at  the  end  toward  the  Yangtze  be  closed  by  lock  gates  to  be 
opened  when,  owing  to  tidal  conditions  in  the  Yangtze,  the  water  level  in  the 
Yangtze  Is  higher  than  in  the  lakes,  but  closed  If  coiidltlous  are  opposite. 

This  canal  would  then  supply  an  intermittent  stream  of  water  from  the 
Yangtze  to  the  big  lakes.  The  water  would,  of  course,  be  very  heavily  charged 
with  silt,  but  tliat  would  not  have  any  influence  upon  the  result  as  the  slit 
would  soon  settle  In  the  big  lakes  and  the  water  discharged  from  them  down 
the  Whangpoo  would  upi^t  the  present  stable  conditions  anil  a  scouring  out  of 
the  river  bottom  would  occur. 
May  Hake  Vlianirpoo  a  Lake. 

A  different  course  seems,  however,  to  be  open  by  means  of  which  any  water 
depth  In  the  Whangpoo  can  be  malntnine<l  If  once  produced.  It  consists  of 
closing  the  Whangpoo  with  lock  gates  and  so  transforming  the  whole  Whang- 
poo River  Into  a  continuous  deck  harbor  with  a  water  level  corresponding  to 
tiie  mean  woter  level  at  Woosung.  This  level  Is  1  or  2  feet  below  the  Usl  Tai 
Lake's  mean  level,  and  7  or  8  feet  above  Woosung  horizontal  zero. 

In  respect  to  the  cost  of  closing  the  Whangpoo  and  building  the  necessary 
locks  a  summarily  made  estimate  has  given  a  total  of  4.1,000,000  iaels. 

The  Immediate  result  will  be  an  Increase  of  the  available  water  d^th  through- 
out the  Whangpoo  of  7  feet,  thus  bringing  the  minimum  water  depth  In  tlie 
fairway  up  to  a  little  more  than  30  feet.  Ail  the  present  wharves  along  the 
fihores  of  the  Whangpoo  will  be  subject  to  the  same  Increment  in  their  effective 
water  depth,  and  their  values  will  rise  accordingly. 

Last  hut  not  least  it  should  be  noted  that  as  the  Influx  of  sl1t  In  the  Whang- 
poo will  cease  all  further  training  works  and  most  of  the  dredging  on  this 
account  wUl  stop.  If  this  scheme  has  thus  held  good  Id  comparison  with  an 
open  harhor  It  remains  to  compare  it  with  any  other  dock  harbor  situated  at 
any  place  on  the  south  shore  of  tlie  Yangtze. 
Advantafe  of  Whangpoo  Lake. 

We  consider  the  statement  warranted  that  the  tran.= format  Ion  of  the 
Whangpoo  Into  a  dock  harbor  will  not  be  more  expensive  than  tlie  arrangement 
of  a  special  dock  harbor  on  any  other  place,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  tlie 
former  project  has  the  paramount  advantage  of  the  harbor  being  In  immediate 
coiuiection  with  Shanghnt.  This  advantage,  which  can  not  be  overestimated, 
turns  the  scale  In  favor  of  the  project  of  closing  the  Whangpoo. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  transformation  of  the  whole  Whangpoo  to  a  dock 
harbor  gives  us  between  Woosung  and  Shanghai  a  lengtli  of  shore  of  about  38 
miles,  along  which  deep-water  quays  can  l>e  constructed.  The  basin  has  u 
width  of  1.000  to  2,2r)0  feet,  which  is  suffliient  for  the  very  largest  vessels;  Its 
area  Is  6.8  square  miles,  an  area  seven  times  that  of  the  London  docks  and 
two  and  one-half  times  the  sixe  of  the  present  harbor  can  be  continued  evea 
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above  Shanghai,  and  that  basin  can  be  dredged  out  anywhere  in  th«  plain 
along  the  river.    We  question  whether  any  other  harbor  possesKs  posaibllltles 
for  development  which  con  be  compared  with  those  of  Shanghai. 
Accomnodatloni  for  Lar^it  Slilps. 

Tlie  present  tendenciee  of  ahlpbullding  and  the  corresponding  development 
of  modern  world  harbors  of  the  flrst  rank  in  regard  to  draught  end  depth  i^ 
a  stndy  by  Itself.  Suffice  It  to  say  that  while  naval  architects  and  harbor 
engineers  now  agree  that  the  new  cargo  carriers  and  liners  of  the  immediate 
future  will  have  a  draught  of  at  least  10  meters  (33  feet)  and  probably  more, 
the  actual  future  practicable  and  economical  limit  is  not  reached  and  thot  a 
limit  varying  from  11  to  15  meters  (36  to  50  feet)  is  indicated  by  the  present 
nutliorltles  on  the  subject. 

Without  dealing  with  this  subject  to  any  further  esteut  we  consider  the 
statement  warranted  that  the  harbor  which  la  required  at  the  Tangtze  estuary 
must  be  provided  with  such  a  water  deptii  as  to  accommodate  the  largest  ships 
which  can  at  present  pass  the  Panama  Canal  and  tliat  the  situation  of  the 
harbor  must  be  such  that  an  increment  of  another  3  or  10  feet  shall  be 
possible.  « 

In  order  to  allow  the  harbor  of  being  entered  by  alt  tlie  vessels  which  at 
present  can  pass  the  Panama  Canal  It  is  required  that  the  water  depth  at 
lowest  low  water  la  the  harbor  proper  shall  be  40  feet  and  in  the  approaches, 
If  tidal,  86  feet. '  Furthermore,  it  should  be  ixtsslbie  to  Increase  these  water 
depths  in  the  future  by  anotlter  f>  or  10  feet  If  and  when  the  steamers  plying  on 
the  Pacific  grow  to  audi  a  size  as  to  necessitate  IL 

Tlie  questioa  as  to  how  to  oljtaln  access  for  deep  drauglit  vessel's  to  this 
harbor  reuialna  ns  yet  undiscussed.  In  the  following  wo  shall  endeavor  to 
taclcle  this  problem. 

The  only  possible  scheme  seeius  to  be  to  Increase  the  scour  iu  the  fairway 
with  u  prest-rvatlun  or  even  a  light  diminution  of  the  totut  flow  In  the  south 
channel,  by  narrowing  the  same. 

As  ivi^nla  the  cost,  our  preliminary  Investigations  liave  sliomi  tliat  the  total 
is  not  likely  to  esceetl  40,000,000  taels. 

This  project  lias,  as  compared  with  ihat  previously  dewrlt>ed,  the  following 
advantages. 

The  other  branches  of  tlie  Yangtze  would  uot  he  loAueuced  to  any  appreciable 
degree. 

Ttierft  would  be  uo  [>ermanently  increased  silt  transportation  thro4igb  the 
regulated  channel. 

There  would  be  uo  danger  of  scour  In  parts  of  the  Moutb  cliannel  other  than 
those  directly  effected  by  the  regulation. 

Tiici-c  would  be  uo  danger  of  the  watOf  taking  a  new  or  nndeslred  course. 


THIBS  ADVANCE  OS  CHINESE  SECOIH)  SEOROANIZATIOH  LOAH. 

(ActlDg  Cammerclal  Attache  A.  W.  Feri'ln,  Peking,  Jul;  is.] 

An  njfieoiiient  has  been  signed  by  Tsao  Ju-lin,  Minister  of  Finance 

and  of  Communications,  and  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  for  a  third 

advance  of   10.000.000  yen  on  tlie  so-called  second   reorganization 

lORIl. 

This  adv.iiice  is  on  the  sums  bttsis  as  the  first  advance,  in  August, 
1917,  and  the  second,  in  January.  1918,  each  of  which  was  also  for 
10.000,000  yen. 

The  interest  is  7  per  cent  and  the  security  the  surplus  revenues 
of  the  salt  administration. 

The  loan  will  be  repaid  out  of  the  second  reorganization  loan,  if 
made  by  the  consortium,  otherwise  it  will  be  treated  as  a  Japanese 
loan,  to  be  repaid  in  cash  in  one  year. 

The  advance  is  iindcnstood  to  bo  made  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
consortium  banks. 


Give  Our  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance — ^Bny  Wu-SaTii^  StMBM.^- 
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siraAE  FRODUcnos  m  tes  fuesto  cabello  distbxct. 

[Connul  Frank  Anderson  Henr;.  Puerto  Cabello,   Venezuela,   J'uly   20]. 

Sugar  production  in  this  part  of  Venezuela  is  chiefly  confined  (o 
the  making  of  brown  conea  known  as  "  papelon  "  for  tlomc^tic  con- 
sumption. These  sell  at  a  low  price — about  3  cents  per  pound— and 
are  largelf  consumed  by  the  people.  There  is  at  times  a  small  sur- 
plus for  export.  Tliore  are  two  modern  siigsir  centrals,  both  con- 
structed since  1914.  The  one  near  Valencia  has  a  capacity-  of  flOO 
tons  of  cane  per  day,  and  during  the  Decpmber  to  June  grinding 
season  just  ended  produced  about  35,000  hags  of  0G°  centrifugal 
sugar.  The  other  is  «  much  smaller  one,  located  near  Barijuii^iincto, 
and  grinds  about  80  tons  daily.     The  former  exports  its  entire  out- 

£ut  to  the  TTnited  States,  while  the  latter  sells  locally.  Plans  have 
jen  made  for  the  construction  of  other  modem  mills,  but  difficulties 
have  been  encountered  in  securing  machinery.  There  arc  no  sugar 
refineries  in  this  district. 

The  brown  sugar  or  pai>olon  is  produced  on  scores  of  small  pbinta- 
tions,  some  of  which  work  under  the  most  primitive  conditions!,  using 
bullocks  as  the  motive  power  for  their  machinery.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  factories  on  some  of  these  are  fjnite  large,  grinding  more  . 
than  50  tons  of  cane  per  day  and  using  either  Bteam  or  water  power- 
Many  of  these  plantations  also  produce  rum. 

Grinding  of  cane  for  making  papeJwi  is  usually  carried  on  more 
or  less  all  the  year  round  for  so  many  days  in  the  week  as  the  cans 
supply  necessitates.  This  practice,  however,  is  modified  by  weatlier 
conditions  in  certain  localities.  There  are  no  figures  available  a^  lo 
the  local  production  of  papelon.  but  the  aggregate  is  very  consider- 
able. The  regicai  near  Ilarquisimeto  in  particular  ha-s  nmn^'  planta- 
tions devoted  to  its  production. 

Thsfe  is  transmitted  a  list  uontaining  the  names  of  the  priiic-ipid 
cane  plantations  in  this  district.  A  large  number  of  the  very  siuaU 
prodncers  hare  of  necessity  been  omitt^.  As  far  as  is  known,  all 
the  plantations  are  owned  by  Venezuelan  caj>ital. 

(A  copy  of  tbe  list  irfcvred  to  Cflii  be  ohtfilnert  from  tlie  Kixi-An  of  Forplgn 
ami  Domestic  <'«mraerce  or  its  district  or  oooi>erniiye  offices  hj  refcrem*  to 


TTnfMY  FISHIHO  EESUITS  IN  TTTUISIA. 

ICoDSUl  l^drlii  Oirl  Kemp,  Tvalx,  TuulniH.  Jiil.i  1-)>.| 

According  to  the  Tunisie  Fr«ju;aise  of  July  It*.  lltlH.  tlie  tunny 
season  just  ended  has  given  the  following  results:  Station  of,  Sidi 
Daoud.  1,000  fish;  Kas  El  .Vmar.  iOO;  El  Aounria,  308;  Kas  Mar.sa, 
13;  Monastir,  298;  Kuriate,  1,500;  Bodj  Khadidja.  3:iO;  or  a  total 
of  i,439fish. 

The  poor  season  is  evident  when  tliis  figure  is  compared  with  the 
total  of  25,000  tunny  caught  in  ordinary  times. 

The  sale  price,  although  high,  is  said  not  to  co\er  tlie  cost  of 
production. 

The  Italian  Government  is  reported  as  the  heaviest  buyer  this 
year,  paying  about  8  francs  per  kilo  (about  70  cents  per  pound)  for  I 
the  canned  article.  The  tunny  roe,  salted  and  dried,  is  woirth  about 
38  francs  per  kilo.    Before  the  war  it  was  only  worth  5  francs 

!*'""••  Google, J 
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KOTOB  CASS  Aint  FTTBLIC  BOAOS  DT  FOBEIOK  COUVTRIES. 

CHINA. 

[Connul  A.  E.  Carlcton,  Hongkong,  Juu«  19.] 

For  some  yciirs  past  the  government  of  the  colony  of  Hongkong 
has  paid  considerable  attention  to  highways,  both  on  the  island  of 
Hongkong  and  the  territoryonthemainland,  and  within  the  past  three 
Tears  great  progress  has  been  made  in  extending  tlie  road  mileage, 
^his  progressive  attitude  received  its  impetus  from  the  increasing  de- 
mand of  automobilists,  not  from  the  stand(>oint  of  business  but  from 
that  of  pleasure.  The  motor  cars  were  ori^nally  confiued  to  a  few 
miles  of  highway  on  the  island,  hut  the  insistent  demands  of  the 
garages  catering  for  pleasure  seekers  and  the  piivate  owners  of  a  few 
cars  caused  the  government  to  make  generous  provisions  for  a  large  ex- 
tension of  roads  suitable  for  motor  traEHc.  From  a  few  miles  of 
available  highway  the  mileage  has  increased  to  110,  and  35  more 
miles  are  planned  for.  The  colony  has  appropriated  about  $144,000, 
gold  for  maintenance  of  roads  and  $547,600  gold  for  new  roads,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  has  already  been  spent.  As  soon  as  money 
is  availaule  the  government  will  undertake  further  extensions. 
Aiphaltlc  Klxtvrei  tFsed  on  Koadi — Xode  of  Traniportetioa. 

On  the  island  of  Hongkong  and  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the 
mainland  the  government  is  introducing  asphaltic  mixtures,  such  as 
asphaltic  sand  and  carpeting  laid  upon  Portland  cement  concrete 
foundations.  These  methods  are  proving  successful.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  build  as  permanently  as  possible,  as  the  climatic  condi- 
tions, particularly  the  heavy  rainfall,  averaging  80  inches  a  year, 
demand  the  most  thorough  construction.  The  bridges  on  the  roads 
constructed  during  the  past  few  years  are  generally  concrete,  as  steel 
bridges  need  a  great  deal  of  care,  with  a  corresponding  high  cost  for 
upkeep. 

The  nature  of  the  roads  on  the  island  is  such  that  motor  cars  can 
be  employed  in  only  a  limited  way;  the  use  of  trucks  is  therefore  re- 
stricted, but  there  does  not  appear  to  be  much  demand  for  them. 
The  method  employed  in  moving  merchandise  from  the  docks  to 
shops  or  for  the  transportation  of  other  heavy  articles  is  that  of  the 
two-wheel  truck  pulled  by  coolie.  This  method  apparently  serves 
the  purpose,  as  Hongkong  is  not  a  manufacturing  center  and  the 
necessity  of  modem  method  in  handling  goods  is  not  so  apparent  as 
it  might  seem,  considering  that  the  totalpopulation  is  approximately 
500,000.  . 

Import  Dntles — Qasollnc  Frlees — Knmber  of  Tthlelet. 

There  are  no  customs  duties  on  motor  cars,  as  Hongkong  is  a  free 
port,  with  the  exception  of  duties  on  liqnors  and  tobacco;  ttjjd  there 
are  no  local  requirements  other  than  the  usual  police  regulations  per- 
taining to  speed,  licensing  of  drivers,  and  similar  restrictions. 

The  price  of  gasoline  in  the  pre-war  period  was  $7  Hongkong  cur- 
rency per  case  of  10  gallons,  and  the  price  at  present  is  $S>.r>0  Hong- 
kong currency.  Owing  to  difference  of  exchange  the  price  now  is 
25  per  cent  higher. 

The  following  number  of  vehicles  are  licensed:  Motor  cars,  175; 
motor  trucks,  5;  hand  trucks.  1,244;  rickshas,  2,042;  and  chairs,  868. 
The  motor  cars  are  practically  all  American;  in  fact,  it  might  be 
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stated  tb&t  die  American  car  domiiuit«s  tlie  Hon^ong  market.  The 
garages  prefer  cars  tliat  will  accoimiiodote  seven  passengers,  but  the 
private  owners  prefer  four-passenger  cars.  Of  the  total  number  of 
aatomobiles  in  the  colony  there  are  hardly  half  a  dozon  that  are  ever 
used  for  business  pur^ioses  by  their  o^viiei's. 

IConsul  A.  A.  WllliamBon,  Dalren,   Mnticliiirln,  Jiini'  7.] 

KanoliiiTia  Has  Few  Soads  Snitabte  for  HotoTinfr. 

There  lias  not  beon  miicli  conslniction  of  road.s  suitable  for  motor- 
ing throughout  Mjiiichuria.  Of  eoiuve,  many  fairly  good  roads  have 
been  built,  using  the  labor  of  tlie  district  througti  which  the  road 
runs:  but  few  of  the^  roa«ls  are  suitable  for  motoring.  At  present 
there  are  bat  three  places  to  which  cars  otMlinarily  go  outside  of 
Dairen.  namely,  S<ar  Beach  (Hoshigiiura),  a  ^aside  place  5J  miles 
from  the  center  of  Dairen:  Eokotan.  some  3  miles  fi-om  the  city 
limits;  .and  Fukasho,  a  watering  place  about  <J  miles  out  to  the  sea 
beaci)..  The  road  to  Star  Beach  was  specially  oonstiucted  for  autos 
and  rubber-tired  vehicles  and  ij  a  line  road.  The  otiier  two  were 
originally  built  by  the  Eitssians.  and,  wliilc  they  luivo  been  kept  in 
gotxl  trim,  are  not  nearly  so  good  as  the  first-.  Mud  in  tlie  rainy  sea- 
son and  du-st  and  stone:^  are  the  drawliaclK.  There  is  a  fair  i-oad  to 
Port  Arthur,  a  (listani*  of  a  little  more  than  Xi  miles  by  road,  but 
one  or  two  ba<l  ])!uces  prevent  motor  tars  from  usiug  it.  Doubtless 
llii.s  road  will  be  improved  in  time. 
Streets  of  Dairea  Impioved — Carts  IFied  for  Kaullas. 

The  exjienses  for  road  building  are  all  paid  bv  the  Government 
General  and  are  contained  in  the  annual  budgets,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
separate  .street  from  road  building  expenses.  Considei-able  sums  have 
been  spent  in  improving  city  streets,  and  the  street.^  of  Dairen  are  now 
admirable.  Tliey  are  made  of  bluostone  covered  with  hot  tai"  and 
fine  gravel,  well  rolled,  and  the  effect  is  about  the  hame  as  asphalt. 
Heavy  cart  traffic  is  limited  to  certain  routes  and  streets.  The  Chi- 
nese cart  is  very  destructive  to  good  roads,  and  this  will  doubtless 
prevent  much  beiug  done  witli  country  road^  for  some  time  to  come. 
There  aiv  no  noteworthy  projects  in  the  way  of  road  building  now 
under  way. 

Bridges  are  generally  built  of  timlicr  but  are  usually  strong  on 
account  of  the  heavy  carts.  There  is  no  difficulty  witii  bridges,  ae 
tJiere  are  few  streams  in  this  country,  and  the  bridges  are  generally 
dort.  not  exceeding  10  feet.  ^ 

The  nsnal  method  of  transporting  goods  froiu  place  to  place  is  by 
Chinese  cart.  This  is  a  strong,  two-wheeled  cart  drawn  by  two  or 
more  mules  or  horses.  Many  good  mules  arc  seen  in  this  district. 
The  horses  are  of  the  Mongolian  pony  tyjie.  In  the  city,  carts  must 
have  4-inch  tires. 
Ho  OeBund  for  Uotor  Trucks — Ilairen  a  Free  Fort.    - 

There  are  now  some  hfty-odd  pas.seiiger  cars  and  two  or  three  com- 
mercial follicles  in  Dairen.  The  j>ost  onice  has  one  motor  car  for  mail 
and  the  Yamato  Hotel  is  expected  to  have  one  for  bringing  b.iggago 
from  the  wharf  very  shortly.  Commercial  automobiles  or  trucks  do 
not  seem  to  be  in  demand  here. 

Dairen  is  a  free  port,  and  no  customs  duty  whatever  is  chfirgGable, 
by  treaty  with  China,    On  goods  going  into  the  interior,  across  the 
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boundary,  the  usual  Chinese  customs  duty  becomes  leviable,  not 
more  than  5  per  cent. 

I'ractically  all  of  the  automobiles  here  are  of  American  manufac- 
ture. The  Government  has  recently  put  into  force  a  system  of  regis- 
tration with  estimated  values  under  which  they  may  take  over  private 
cai-s  in  war  time,  if  necessary,  reimbursing  the  owner  at  the  estimated 
value. 

KEZICO. 

tConsul  JobD  n.  Smiman,  Guadalajara,  June  T.I 

The  State  coveVnment  of  Jalisco,  in  connection  with  the  Automo- 
bile Chib  of  Guadalajara,  is  constructing  at  the  present  time  an  auto- 
mobile road  between  this  city  and  the  town  of  Chapala,  a  summer  re- 
sort situated  on  Lake  Chapala  and  about  iO  miles  distant  from  Guad- 
alajara via  the  automobile  road. 

There  is  also  in  process  of  construction  an  automobile  road  to  con- 
nect Guadalajara  with  Aguascalientes.  There  are  two  routes  under 
consideration.  One  is  from  Guadalajara  to  Santii  Maria,  a  station 
on  the  old  Mexican  Central  Railway,  thence  by  rail  to  Ajruascalientes. 
Under  this  plan  the  automobile  road  would  be  180  kilometei-s  (112 
miles)  long.  The  other  plan  is  an  automobile  i-oad  all  the  way  to 
Aguascalientes,  a  distance  of  235  kilometers  (146  miles), 
Btate  Alda  Boad  Constrtititloii — Bridges.  ' 

The  line  from  Guadalajara  to  Chapala  has  beon  aided  by  the  State 
government  to  the  extent  of  about  20,000  pesos  ($i).!>70,  converted  at 
normal  exchange  rate)  up  to  this  time.  The  rest  of  the  expense  has 
been  borne  by  the  Automobile  Club  of  this  city.  The  proposed  line 
from  Guadalajara  to  Santa  Maria  is  a  private  enterprise  which,  up  to 
this  time,  has  not  received  any  appropriation  from  the  government. 

Inasmuch  as  the  operation  of  motor  vehicles  is  a  very  new  enter- 
prise in  this  consular  district,  the  road^  of  (he  country  would  have 
to  undergo  considerable  impi-oiement  in  order  to  be  made  suitable 
for  such  traffic. 

The  Santiago  River  traverses  this  State  in  its  route  from  Lake 
Chapala  to  the  sea,  and  as  many  as  nine  principal  bridges  have  been 
constructed  for  the  convenience  of  the  different  sections  in  reaching 
each  other  and  this  capital.  Three  of  the  bridges  are  ancient  Spanish 
structures  and,  like  all  the  work  of  that  era,  are  very  substantial  and 
enduring^  the  construction  is  of  stone  arches,  supporting  a  roadway 
of  cement  and  cobbl^  stones.  These  have  been  in  use  for  at  least 
two  centuries. 
Transportation  Methods.  ""'  '  ' ' 

The  method  of  transportation  used  in  Mexico,  apart  from  that  of 
the  railways,  is  by  heavy  wagons  and  carts  drawn  by  mules  and  oxen. 
The  oxcarts  are  often  quite  primitive,  the  wheels  consisting  of  a 
heavy  circular  cut  from  a  large  tree.  Those  large  heavy  carts,  are 
drawn  by  as  many  as  4  yoke  of  oxen  or  11  mules.  The  mules  are  ar- 
ranged in  three  sections;  two  larger  wheel  mules  support  the  tongue 
of  the  cart;  in  front  of  these  are  four  abi-east,  and  in  front  of  these 
four  are  five  leaders  abreast.  These  teams,  whether  oxen  or  mules, 
carry  a  load  of  a  ton  and  a  half  over  the  roughest  roads  and  up  very; 
steep  hills  where  ordinary  teams  could  not  pass  with  a  load. 
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Pftek  moles  and  burros  are  also  of  common  use.  The  pack  trains 
can  go  over  mountam  trails  sod  rough  roads  where  it  is  impossible 
for  any  vehicle  to  pass.  Fonnerly  ftllthe  merchandise  imported  into 
•nd  exported  from  Guadalajara  was  handled  by  long  trams  of  pack 
moles  and  burros,  wliich  went  ns  far  as  tlie  coast. 

There  are  no  fi-eiglit  motor  vehicles  in  use  in  this  city  or  district, 
oJI  the  freight  delivery  from  and  to  the  railway  fitntionR  being  made 
by  mule  carts.  There  are  as  many  as  six  motM*  busses  in  use  in  the 
city  and  running  to  and  from  Lake  Chnpala.  The  highest  number 
of  i^gistei-ed  automobiles,  public  and  private,  is  243.  Of  this  number, 
174  machines  belong  to  members  of  the  Automobile  ('lub  of  Guada- 
lajara. In  additi<Hi  to  the  automobiles  in  <iuadalajara.  tliere  is  auto-' 
mobile  service  at  Verdia  and  Cofradiji,  in  the  .State  of  Jalisco,  sta- 
tions on  the  line  from  (lUadalajara  to  Colimu. 

scotlahd. 

|('uu-=ul  II.  AI"Tt  .lotiiiJ.m.  Duml.-!?.  Jill)'  S.J 

Owing  to  the  enoi;iiious  increase  iii  motor  traffic  that  is  looked  for 
after  the  war,  special  attention  is  being  directed  to  the  question  of 
the  upkeep  and  improvement  of  Scotland's  highway's.  It  is  reported 
that  the  question  of  the  nationalization  of  the  roads  is  now  being 
favorably  discussed  in  certain  influential  quarters,  as  tJiis  appears  to 
be  the  sunplest  and  most  effective  solution  of  the  difficulties  caused 
by  heavy  traffic  in  many  different  <))stricts.  It  appears  that  up  to  the 
present  time  the  conditions  pertaining  to  road  administration  have 
been  regarded  as  somewhat  unsatisftctory.  As  matters  stand  at 
pre^:ent,  the  local  autliorities  are  considered  to  be  greatly  handi- 
capped, owing  to  a  lack  of  funds  and  the  want  of  administrative 
specifications.     It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  much  can  be  nccom- 

Elished.in  the  way  of  improvement  while  the  war  lasts,  although  it  is 
5lieve<l  that  it  would  prove  desirable  to  give  consideration  to  the 
matter  now  and  adopt  a  definite  line  of  policy  that  would  l>e  likely 
to  meet  the  requirements  when  peace  comes. 

IConSDl  Henrr  D.  Bakn-.  Julj  S.] 

There  are  approximately  600  mile^  of  roads  in  Trinidad  suitable 
for  motor-car  traffic.    This  i^and  is  not  yet  entirely  opened  up  l>y 

food  roads  and  probably  will  not  be  until  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
n  some  districts  near  the  coast  considerable  use  has  to  be  made  of 
the  sea  bencli  for  hauling  coconuts,  copra,  cocoa,  and  other  produce. 
It  would  greatly  facilitate  successful  operation  of  plantations  if 
motor  trucks  of  about  1^  tons  caparity  and  having  trailers  of  the 
.same  capacity  would  be  more  largely  introduced.  The  trucks  should 
have  four-wheel  drives  to  enable  them  the  belter  to  get  over  sandy 
soil,  sea  beaches,  etc.  Such  trucks  could  make  three  trips  in  the  same 
time  that  it  would  take  a  cattle  cart-  carrying  only  1,500  to  2,000 
pounds  to  make  one  trip. 
Sailwayi  or  Trl&Idad— Maintenance  of  Roads. 

The  railway  system  of  Trinidad,  whicli  is  owned  and  controlled 
by  the  Trinidad  Government,  has  so  much  competition  with  coasting 
traffic  that  there  is  not  much  effort  to  develop  it.  The  more  im- 
portant towns  are  on  the  coast,  and  most  of  the  imjxirtant  estates 
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are  within  siich  easy  access  of  the  coast,  by  roads  admitting  of  cart 
or  motor  traffic,- that  there  is  no  pressing  need  of  further  railway 
development.  The  principal  line  is  between  Port  of  Spain,  the 
capital  and  largest  city,  and  San  Fernando,  the  second  largest  city. 
From  San  Femando  to  Brighton  by  the  famous  asphalt  laEe,  a  dis- 
tance of  15  miles,  there  is  no  railroad,  but  there  is  a  good  motor-car 
road  and  also  good  service  by  boats.  The  most  frequent  and  regular 
railway  trains  are  between  Port  of  Spain  and  San  Fernando.  Other 
railway  lines  are  mostly  spurs  or  branches  for  short  distances  from 
this  main  line.  There  are  no  lines  terminating  on  the  north,  east, 
or  south  coasts  of  the  island.  The  railway  development  of  the  future 
'  would  probably  be  in  the  nature  of  extensions  of  existing  lines  from 
Port  of  Spain  all  the  way  to  the  sides  of  the  island  not  yet  reached 
by  rail.  Motor  cars  and  trucks  and  bullock  carts  are  used  a  great 
deal  at  present  between  the  coasts  and  present  railway  termini. 

The  latest  report  of  the  public  works  department  for  the  year 
1917  states: 

The  main  roads  of  the  colony  were  inolnlninwl  generally  In  eood  order  at  a 
cost  of  £81.743  ((397,801).  or  at  an  avoriiRe  riite  of  £7ft  (f.1fH)  per  mile.  The 
loiTal  roads  In  districts  where  there  are  no  local  roud  boardK  were  maintained 
in  fair  order  at  a  cost  of  £20,297  ($08,775),  or  at  nn  uveraKe  of  £:JU  ($175). 
per  mile. 

We  are  flevotinE  every  enerpy  to  the  Increnxe  In  the  lenRth  of  olI-bo«nd  sur- 
faces, but  conditions  have  been  ereatly  nculnst  us  In  the  year  under  review. 
The  very  ^ort  spells  of  continuous  dry  days  hamper  olllnc  and  penetration 
work  aadly,  while  difUculties  of  trmisport  have  prevented  any  single  Uisirict 
from  getting  its  (uli  supply  of  good  stone.     We  continue  to  seult  for  local 


Zmportatloii  of  Kotor  Cars  FroUbited — Cnitoms  Dattei. 

There  are  at  present  more  than  750  motor  vehicles  registered  in 
Trinidad,  about  100  being  motor  trucks.  Motor  trucks  for  trans- 
port of  freight,  delivery  of  parcels,  etc.,  are  not  as  yet  much  used, 
although  the  advantages  are  beginning  to  be  recognized,  aad  when 
conditions  of  importation  become  easier  many  will  doubtl&ss  be  im- 
ported. After  August  1,  1918,  motor  cars  and  other  vehicles  are  on  ; 
the  prohibited  list  of  imports  into  this  colony,  this  apparently  being 
in  order  to  save  shipping  for  goods  deemed  more  urgent. 

The  duty  on  motor  cars  and  motor  vehicles  entering  Trinidad  is 
8  per  cent  ad  valorem  British  preferential  tariff  and  10  per  cent  ad 
valorem  general  tariff. 

In  1916  the  imports  of  motor  cars  from  the  United  States  amounted 
in  value  to  $128,484,  and  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  $4,879. 

Locally  produced  gasoline  is  used.  IJy  agreement  among  pro- 
ducers it  is  sold  at  48  cents  per  imperial  gallon  (1,2  gallons). 

VENEZtTEUi. 
ICuDBul  tloDicr  Brett,  La  Guaira,  Mo;  14.] 

In  1910  there  were  only  about  80  miles  of  highway  practicable  for 
wheeled  vehicles  in  all  Venezuela,  Since  that  year  390  miles  of  new 
roads  have  been  constructed  and  885  miles  of  once  existing  ways  have 
been  restored  to  usefulness,  making  a  total  of  1,275  miles  in  a  usable 
condition  at  the  close  of  the  year  1916.  More  construction  and  re- 
pairing was  done  in  1917,  but  the  figures  are  not  yet  to  hand. 

All  the  mileage  mentioned  above  is  practicable  for  motor-vehicle 
transport  and  is  constantly  used  by  about  1,600  passenger  cars  in 
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active  service.  There  are  about  30  motor  trucks  in  the  entire  country, 
but  their  use  is  confined  to  city  trucking  and  certain  special  uses.  For 
long-distance  hauling  over  the  highways  they  have  not  ro  far  been 
able  to  compete  successfully  with  the  burro  pack  trains,  ox  wagons, 
and  two-wheeled  mule  carls.  The  reasons  appear  to  lie  tlie  high  cost 
of  gasoline;  high  waget;  demanded  by  truck  driverii.  amounting  to 
several  dollai-s  per  day.  while  one  man  at  70  cents  i>er  day  will  con- 
duct three  mule  carts;  the  very  long  grades,  such  hs  that  on  the  hifi;h- 
,Hay  from  La  Guau'a  t<i  Caracas,  wliich  if*  22  Miiles  long  and  rises 
from  sen  level  to  4,000  feet  before  descending  to  ('nracas;  the  high 
cost  of  tires  and  I'cpair  parts;  and  tlie  inability  of  local  labor  to  ap- 
pi-eciate  the  vnlue  of  time  or  the  reason  the  truck  should  be  kept 
moving. 

The  Government  encourages  the  importation  of  nufoinobilcs  by 
giving  them  a  very  low  customs  classification.  Both  trucks  and  cars 
^ay  import  duty  amounting  to  69  cents  per  100  pounds  gross  weight. 

There  is  great  need  of  improved  transportation  methods  in  A^ene- 
zuela,  is  the  railway  development  is  slight.  There  are  only  about 
500  miies  of  railway  in  the  entire  country,  and  this  is  made  up  of 
a  number  of  short  and  unconnected  lines. 

[Conaul  i'rank  AndetBon  Hetu-j,  Paetto  ralwllo.  Maj-  20.1 
load  Constnietion  ia  ^erto  Cabello  Dlttrict 

Since  1010  the  Venezuelan  Government,  appi-ecinting  the  country's 
lack  of  means  of  transportation,  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
study  and  construction  of  roads,  and  In  1917  special  attention  and 
study  were  given  to  the  problem  of  maintenance.  During  these  years 
a  total  of  $4,732,360  has  been  spent  on  roads,  which  is  53  per  cent  of 
the  total  expenditures  on  public  works  during  that  period. 

A  nuiriber  of  road-building  proje'cts  in  the  Puerto  Cabcllo  district 
have  been  recently  completed  or  are  under  way.  Among  these  may 
be  mehWoned  the  roads  from  PueVto  Cabello  to  Valencia  (34  milesj, 
from  Puerto  Cabello  fo  San  Felipe  (57  miles),  and  from  Barquisi- 
meto  to  Carora  (about  50  miles  of  which  are  completed).  The  pro- 
jected highway  connecting  Caracas  with  the  Andes  in  western  Vene- 
zuela will  pass  through,  the  States  ot  Cambobo,  Cojedes,  Portuguesa, 
and  Zamora.  This  will  be  several  hundred  miles  in  length,  but  so 
far  the  work  done  on  this  part  of  the  road  is  of  a  preliminary  nature 
or  includes  only  improvement  of  local  stretches  of  already  existing 
routes. 
Balnj  Season  Hinders  Motor  Trafllc — Trice  of  Qasoline. 

Most  of  the  roads  in  this  district  offer  difficulties  to  motor  traffic 
during  the  rainy  season.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  si>ccify  the  num- 
ber of  miles  on  which  such  traffic  is  possible,  as  this  varies  with  the 
season  of  the  year.  In  the  dry  months  it  is  very  large,  as  there  are 
vast  areas  of  plains  over  which  cai-s  can  readily  be  run.  In  very  wet 
weather  traffic  on  all  but  a  few  of  the  roads  is  practically  brought  to 
a  standstill.  A  large  number  of  bridges  have  been  constructed  of  re- 
cent years,  and  these  are  in  general  safe  for  motor  trallic. 

There  are  probably  more  than  400  automobiles  in  this  district. 
There  is  no  exact  information,  but  it  may  be  assumed  that  more  than 
95  per  cent  of  these  are  passenger  cais.  Afotor  truck-:  arc  as  yet 
Tery  little  used,  but  there  are  futuic  possibilities.    II  is  estimated 
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that  during  the  years  1911  to  1916,  2.562  motor  vehicles  were  im- 
ported into  Venezuela,  practically  all  coming  from  the  United  States. 
The  value  o£  recent  imports  of  automobiles  and  accessorif«  into 
Puerto  Cabello  is  as  follows:  In  1915,  $23,355;  in  191C,  $58,744;  and 
in  the  first  half  of  1917,  $7,9ii6.  Caracas  is  the  best  market  for  the 
sale  of  automobiles  in  Venezuela.  The  principal  agencies  are  located 
there  and  purchases  are  made  for  all  parts  of  Venezuela. 

Gasoline  was  normally  in  former  times  about  50  cents  per  gallon. 
Last  year  the  price  readied  a  figure  of  70  to  80  cents,  but  during  the 
present  year  the  sale  of  gasoline  produced  in  Venezuela  has  brought 
the  price  down  to  about  55  cents  per  gallon. 


IHPOBTS  OF  RICE  INTO  JAMAICA. 


Considering  the  fact  that  Jamaica  is  purely  an  agricultural  and 
food-producing  island,  the  annual  in»port.s  of  foodstuffs  are  very 
large.  ThLs  applies  to  rice  as  well  as  otlier  food  commodities  that 
might  be  produced  locally.  During  the  four  years  ended  December 
31,  1916,  the  average  annual  imports  of  rice  amounted  to  14,492,819 
pounds.  During  the  calendar  year  1917  the  total  imports  of  rice 
were  approximately  13.829,272  pounds  (the  oflicial  figures  for  last 
year  are  not  yet  available). 

Practically  all  of  the  rice  imported  during  the  years  1914-1916, 
inclusive,  came  from  the  Far  East,  principally  Saigon,  and  was 
imported  through  England.    The  imports  were  as  follows: 
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The  import  duty  on  rice  at  present,  under  gcliedule  I,  rated  goods, 
is  3s.  ($0.72)  per"lOO  pounds. 

Tlie  present  retail  market  price  of  rice,  as  fixed  by  the  Goyernment 
food  controller,  is  5d.  ($0.10)  per  pound. 

[A  list  of  iniportpra  of  rice  in  the  Port  Antonio  consiilnr  district  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  ForeiRn  and  Doinestlc  Coinmerce  or  Us  district  or 
cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  103C28.] 
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BEOTTLAUONS  OOVESNING  EXPOBXATION  OF  TIN  AND  TERNE 
PLATE. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announce  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T,  B.  R.  209) 
the  following  regulations  governing  the  issuance  of  licenses  for  the 
exportation  of  tin  and  the  manufactures  of  tin: 

I. —  (1)  Tin  plate  and  terne  plate.  Applications  for  licenses  to 
export  tin  plat«  will  only  be  received  from  the  manufacturer,  or,  if 
the  applicant  is  other  than  the  manufacturer,  when  evidence  satis- 
factory to  the  War  Trade  Board  shall  be  furnished  sliowing  that 
the  purchase  of  the  tin  plate  to  be  ex^wrted  has  been  made  by  the 
applicant  directly  from  the  manufacturer.  A  copy  of  the  contract 
for  such  ptirchase  shall  be  filed  with  the  application. 

To  facditate  furnishing  the  additional  requisite  information  indi- 
cated below,  tlic  War  Trade  Board  has  prepared  Form  X-4,  which 
should  be  dnly  executed  by  the  applicant  and  attached  to  tlie  appli- 
cation when  filing  all  applications  for  licenses  for  the  exportation  of 
tin  plate. 

Exportations  of  tin  plate  to  Canada  will  be  considered  when  the 
applicant  fumislies  satisfactory  evidence  that  tlie  material  is  to  be 
tised  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  may  bo  used  within  the  United 
States. 

Exporters  will  facilitate  the  consideration  of  applications  for 
licenses  to  export  tin  plate  to  N'orth  and  South  America  (except  Can- 
ada and  Newfoundland)  and  to  Bennuda,  AVost  Indies,  Falkland 
Islands,  Galapagos,  Aleutian  Islands,  China,  and  Japan  if,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above,  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  War  Trade  Board  is 
furnished  showing  that  the  tin  plate  to  be  exported  will  actually  be 
consumed  in  the  manufacture  of  («)  containcre  for  food  to  be  con- 
sumed by  the  people  of  the  nations  at  war 'with  (ierniany,  or  by  the 
people  iidiabiting  the  country  in  which  the  food  is  packed;  or  (b) 
containers  for  food  or  alcohol  to  he  used  by  the  owners  and  employees 
of  a  manufacturing  plant  or  mine  or  oil  well,  the  pro<luct  of  which 
or  a  major  portion  thereof  is  necessary  to  and  actually  aids  in  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  the  war.  or  is  exported  either  to  the  United 
States  or  to  the  allies;  or  {c)  cans  to  bo  used  by  oil  refiners  as 
contJiiners  for  oils  when  such  refiners  are  furnishing  fuel  oil  or  other 
products,  such  as  gasoline,  to  the  United  States  or  to  the  allie 


substantial  (jnantitics.    And  further  provided  that  the  appHcations 
license  '  "        •  ■■      ■  .  i  i -- 


1  miantuics.    Ami  lurtuer  provided  tnai  tne  appiicaiLoiis 
for  licenses  for  the  exportation  of  tin  plate  are  accomijanied  by  {d) 
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evidence  satisfactory  to  ib«  War  Trade  Board  of  tlie  existence  of  an 
order  from  the  actual  purchaser  abroad. 

II. — In  the  consideration  of  applications  for  licenses  for  the  expor- 
tation of  manufactures  of  tin  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  applicant,  in 
filing  his  application  for  (2)  empty  tin  containers,  (3)  tops  and  bot- 
toms and  fastenings  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  fiber  containers 
for  shipment  to  Bermuda,  West  Indies,  Aleutian  Islands,  St.  Pierre, 
Miquelon,  to  furnish  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  War  Trade  Board 
to  the  effect  that  the  containers  will  be  used  for  food  for  human  con- 
sumption by  tlie  people  of  the  nations  at  war  with  Germany  or  by 
the  people  inhabiting  the  country  in  which  the  food  is  packed. 

Applications  for  the  following  articles  need  only  be  accompanied 
by  torm  X-4: 

(4>  Type  nietal.  (6)  Dental  alloys. 

(5)  Printer's  type. 

Sundry  articles  either  made  of  tin  plate  or  coated  or  dipped  in  tin, 
such  as — 

(7)  Tin  lanterns.  (10)  Tin  ciotlilng  buttons. 

(8)  Tin  lamp  founts.  (20)  Tinned  wire  cloth. 
<S)  TlnnM  rlreta.  (211  Tin  chsplets. 
(ID)  Tin  kitchen  utennlla.  (22)  Tin  tags. 

(11)  Tin  tablewftre.  (23)  Tin  ^Muts. 

(12)  Tin  househoM  devloea.  (24)  Tin  roofing  dUka, 
(18)  Tin  toys  made  of  tin  plnle.  (25)  Tinned  tacks. 

(14)  Tin  speclBlttes.  (26)  Tin  oil  squirt  cans. 

(15)  Tinned  wire.  .                    (27)  Tin  etgns. 

(16)  Tin  cor  seals.  (2S)  Tin  novel Uee. 
■{17)  Tin  stoves.  (20)  Tin  curtnln  rollers. 

(18)  Tin  picture  frames.  (SO)  Sundry  articles  of  like  character. 

Applications  for  the  following : 
Containing  more  tlisin  5  per  cent  of  tin — 

(31)  Bearing  metals. 

(32)  Antifriction  metals. 
Containing  more  than  40  per  cent  of  tin — 

(KJ)   Solder. 
Containing  ntore  tlinn  5  per  cent  of  tin— 

(37)  Tin  foil.  (36)  Bollle  caps  or  covers  of  tin  foil, 

(3S)  C^)llnpslb1e  tin  tubes. 

will  be  considered,  provided  that,  inthe  case  of  shipment  to  Canada 
or  Newfoundland,  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  War  Trade  Board  is 
furnished  showing  tliat  the  above-mentioned  commodities  are  to  be 
used  for  a  purpose  for  which  they  may  be  used  within  the  United 
States  and  do  not  contaift  a  percentage  of  tin  hij;her  or  of  a  quality 
other  than  is  requisite  for  the  purpose  to  which  tliey  are  to  be  put. 

Further  provided  that  in  case  the  shipment  is  to  a  destination  other 
than  Canada  or  Newfoundland  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  War 
Trade^  Board  is  furnished  showing  that  the  above-mentioned  com- 
modities will  be  used  for  a  purpose  which  will  contribute  directly 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war  and  do  not  contain  a  per- 
centage of  tin  higher  or  of  a  quality  other  than  is  requisite  for  tJie 
purpose  to  which  they  are  to  be  put. 

Furtlier  provided  that  in  the  case  of  Nos.  31,  32,  33,  34,  and  35 
^cli  tin  content  does  not  consist  of  Straits  tin  or  Banca  tin. 
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The  exporter  will  facilitate  the  consideration  of  applications  for 
license  to  export : 
Containing  5  per  cent  of  tin  or  less — 

(31a)  Bettrin?  nietnls.  (3Sa)  Wliite  mettil. 

(32a)   Antllrlctioii  metnls.  (a-la)   Tiu  alloys. 

CoBtoitiIng  40  per  cent  of  tin  or  less — 

(35a)  Sokler. 
Containing  5  per  cent  of  tin  or  loss — 

(37n)  Tin  foil.  (39a)  Ilottle  caps  or  covers  of  tin  foil. 

(38a)  Collapsible  tin  tubes. 

Provided  that  the  application  is  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of 
the  manufacturer  stating  the  amount  of  tin  content. 

Further  provided  that  in  the  case  of  Nos.  31a.  32a,  33a,  34a,  35a 
such  tin  content  does  not  consist  of  Straits  tin  or  Bnnca  tin. 

Applications  for  license  to  export  (40)  secondhand  crushed  oil  cans 
will  be  considered  for  shipment  to  China  and  Japan  if  evidence 
satisfactory  to  the  War  Trade  Board  is  furnished,  showing  that  the 
secondhand  crushed  oil  cans  to  be  exported  have  been  received,  filled 
with  oil  from  China  or  Japan,  and  provided  also  that  shipment  of 
such  secondhand  cruslied  oil  cans  has  not  originated  at  a  point  east 
of  the  Eocky  Mountains. 

Applications  for  licenses  to  export  (41)  block  tin  will  l>e  consid- 
ered for  shipment  to  all  destination.s,  provided  that  the  block  tin 
to  be  exported  constitutes  a  portion  of  a  manufactured  article  or 
machine,  such  as  a  soda-water  carlionator,  and  is  of  small  value  in 
proportion  to  the  value  of  the  whole  article. 

The  War  Trade  Board  will  consider  applications  for  license  for 
the  exportation  of  (41>)  phosphorized  tin,  (4;!)  tin  crystals,  (44)  tin 
oxide.  (45)  tetrachloride  of  tin,  (40)  bicliloride  of  tin  for  shipment 
to  Canada,  provided  that  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  War  Trade 
Board  is  furnished,  showing  that  the  above-mentioned  commodities 
to  he  exported  will  be  uk'd  for  a  purpose  for  which  they  may  he 
used  within  the  United  States. 

Applications  for  the  exportation  of  (47)  bottle  caps,  covers,  or 
closures  made  of  tin  phitc  to  North  and  South  America  and  to 
Bormuda,  West  Indies,  Falkland  Islands,  Gallapagos,  and  Aleutian 
Islands,  provided  that  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  War  Trade  Board 
is  furnistied,  showing  that  the  above-mentioned  commodities  are  to 
be  used  to  ch>se  a  container  for  food  or  drink  for  human  consumption 
by  the  people  of  the  nations  at  war  with  Germany,  or  by  the  people 
inhabiting  the  country  in  which  such  commodities  are  to  be  used. 

The  War  Trade  Board  at  the  present  time  is  not  in  a  position  to 
consider  applications  for  the  exportation  of  tin  when  contained  as 
a  base  for  silverware,  pig  tin,  metallic  tin,  and  scrap  tin. 
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BBAZniAB'  TBADS  SALAHCE  AKD  V0iR£I6H  EZCHAVOE, 

[Prepared  by  the  Latin  Amerlcon  Dlt-Jslon,  Burcan  of  Foreign  aod  Domeottc  CoiDiMleB.] 

The  experience  of  Brazil  during  tlie  w&r  presents  a  rather  striking 
paradox.  The  effect  of  the  war  upon  Brazilian  finance,  upon  the 
course  of  foreign  exchange,  upon  the  ciirrtncy,  has  been  distinctly 
less  favorable  than  in  the  case  of  the  other  lending  Latin  American 
countries.  Tlie  trade  balance,  though  favorable,  has  not  expanded 
in  anything  like  the  saine  degree  as  that  of  Argentina  or  of  Chile. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  serious  dislocation  of  trade  occasioned  in 
virtually  all  Latin  American  countries  by  the  war  has  in  the  cose  of 
Braail  brought  about  changes  of  such  far-reaching  signiBoance  as  to 
mark  a  new  period  of  growth  in  the  industrial  and  commercial  life 
of  that  country. 
Foreign  Exohang«. 

In  practicallv  all  South  American  countries  the  situation  created 
by  the  war  has  been  ba-sically  the  same.  Exports  have  grown  estraor- 
dmarily  in  response  to  war-stimulated  deniand  from  abroad.  Im- 
ports have  been  restricted,  mainly  by  reason  of  the  scarcity  of  ship- 
ping and  the  need  of  distributing  tonnage  with  a  view  to  war  require- 
ments. A  large  balance  of  trade  has  thus  been  created  in  favor  of  the 
Latin  American  countries.  The  effect  is  seen  in  the  rise  of  exchange. 
The  purchases  of  exchange  to  pay  for  the  imports  have  been  insutB- 
cient  to  meet  the  supply  of  exchange  represented  by  the  exports. 
Exports,  indeed,  have  exceeded  the  sum  of  imports  and  of  all  *ther 
outgoings,  such  as  interest  charges  on  foreign  capital,  and  other  items. 
At  the  same  time,  the  normal  corrective  of  such  a  situation — gold 
imports  from  abroad — lias  been  removed  by  the  allied  embargo  on 
exports  of  that  metal.    Exchange  has  risen  to  spectacular  heights. 

This  is  the  general  situation.  It  may  tw  illustrated  by  the  rise  of 
sterling  exchange  in  Buenos  Aires  to  54d.  the  past  winterj  a  rise  of 
.over  6d.,  or  12J  per  cent,  above  pijir.  Even  more  striking  is  the  rise 
of  sterling;  exchange  in  Montevideo  to  as  high  as  Gajd.  {May,  1918), 
a  rate  which  represents  a  depreciation  of  the  pound  sterling  of  abont 
29  per  cent.  Tlie  rise  of  Chilean  exchange  has  been  still  more  spec- 
tacular. The  situation  in  Chile  Ls  complicated  by  the  fact  that  the 
money  of  that  countrj'  is  inconvertible  paper.  According  to  the 
law  of  189rt,  the  par  of  exchange  was  set  at  18d.  In  19()3  the  rate 
was  lC.6d.  (year  average).  Thereafter  the  peso  depreciated  markedly 
down  to  the  opening  of  the  European  war.  In  IfllS  the  average  rate 
of  exchange  was  onlj'  9,8d.  Then  there  occurred  what  is  perhaps 
the  most  striking  instance  of  apprerintion  of  exchange,  due  to  war 
conditions,  in  Latin  America.  Chilean  exchange  rose  from  9.9d.  in 
1913  to  15ji3(l-  in  April,  1918,  an  increase  of  about  6d..  representing 
an  appreciation  of  fi6if  per  cent  in  the  vahie  of  the  Chilean  peso. 

The  striking  fact  about  the  Brazilian  situation  is  that  foreign 
exchange  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  has  fallen  during  the  war.  In  1913  the 
rate  was  well  above  Kid.  In  the  present  year  it  is  below  14d,  and  in 
the  intervening  years  it  has  gone  as  low  as  lid.  Here  is  an  out- 
standing instance  in  which  the  experience  of  Brazil  during  the  war 
has  been  totally  unlike  that  of  the  other  leading  Latin  American 
countries. 

The  following  fable  shows  the  oour.se  of  exchange  on  sterling  9(>- 
day  sight  bills,  by  quarters,  from  January  1,  1913,  to  April  1,  1918. 
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In  the  last  line  Is  given  the  yearly  averages,  based  on  the  quarterly 
quotations : 
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The  above  table  indicates  in  sufficient  detail  the  course  of  Brazilian 
exchange  in  the  last  year  prior  to  the  war  and  in  the  war  years. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  high  rate  ruling  in  1913  and  in  the  first 
throe  quarters  of  1914.  The  spectacular  fall  of  the  rate  coincides 
with  the  outbreak  of  war.  During  August,  1914.  the  exchange  was 
closed,  a  bank  holiday  of  15  days  being  declared.  In  October  ex- 
change was  quoted  at  the  low  figure  of  ll^d.  In  other  words,  the 
value  of  the  IJrazilian  milreis  dcprecialed  about  31  per  cent  from  the 
rate  ruling  in  July,  1914.  Since  the  autumn  of  1914  the  general 
course  of  exchange  has  been  upward.  The  rise,  however,  has  been 
slight,  in  no  way  comparable  with  (he  remarkable  rise  noted  in  the 
cabcs  of  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  Chile. 
The  Balance  of  -Trade. 

As  has  been  said,  the  rise  of  exchange  in  the  case  of  these  latter 
countries  has  been  due  to  their  mounting  trade  balances.  It  is  neces- 
sary, first  of  all,  therefore,  to  examine  the  course  of  Brazilian  foreign 
trade  before  and  during  the  war.    The  following  table  shows  the  ex- 

Eorts  and  imports  of  Bitizil  for  the  period  1910-1917,  and  strikes  the 
ahmce : 
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The  important  fact  is  that  Brazils  imports  and  exports  are  both 
at  a  lower  level  in  the  war  years  than  in  the  prewar  period.  The 
diminution  of  imports  is  a  characterit^tic  of  the  trade  of  all  Latin 
American  countries  during  the  war,  the  result  of  the  conservation  of 
toaiiage  and  goods  for  war  u^e.  The  falling  off  in  exports,  however, 
is  significant.  Here  again  the  Braziliiin  experience  is  strikingly 
different  from  that  of  the  other  leading  South  American  Bepuhlics. 
The  war  has  caused  a  marked  increase  of  demand  for  Argentine 
wheat,  meat,  and  wool  and  for  Chilean  nitrate  and  copper;  and 
since  these  products  represent  the  bulk  of  the  exports  of  those  coun- 
tries, their  total  exports  have  expanded  remarkably.  Not  only  has 
the  quantity  of  exports  increased;  the  value  figures  have  expanded 
even  more  by  virtue  of  the  rise  of  prices,  due  partly  to  the  abminnal 
■war  demand  and  partly  to  the  high  rates  of  exchange  obtaining  in 
those  countries.  Meantime  Brazilian  exports  are  below  the  prewar 
level.  /  -  I 
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Xzportt  of  Arceatto*,  Chile,  aad  BruU. 

The  following  table  compares  the  value  of  the  exports  of  BrasU, 
Argeutina,  and  Chile  for  the  period  1911-1816: 


v^. 

ChU*. 

BruU. 

YW- 

«««-. 

CJiUe, 

BIMU. 

imV.:. 

tm.m,fm 
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JU.  (08,009 
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not,  381,000 

iM,s3n,ooo 

IW,  078,000 
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In  the  following  table  the  exports  of  these  three  leading  Latin 
American  countries  are  reduced  to  relative  oumbers.  In  the  case  of 
each  cowntry  the  average  of  the  three  prewar  years  1911-1913  is  taken 
as  the  base  (100  per  cent),  and  the  index  number  for  each  year  is 
computed : 


Ye«t. 

Argwillw. 

Ctilk. 

B.^. 

Ytax. 

Ariutlu. 

Chile. 
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MU 
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These  figiires  reveal  more  readily  than  do  the  absolute  figures 
given  in  the  preceding  table  just  what  has  occurred  in  the  export 
trade  of  the  three  countries.  Argentine  exports  show  the  greatest 
increase,  being  particiilurly  large  in  1915.  Chilean  exports  in  1915 
were  below  tlie  prewar  level.  In  1916,  however,  the  growing  demand 
for  nitrate  and  copper  manifests  its  effects,  producmg  an  astonish- 
ing increase  (to  far  beyond  the  prewar  level)  in  Chileaji  exports  of 
that  year.  Brazilian  exports,  meanwhile,  are  distinctly  below  the 
level  of  the  prewar  period. 

One  fact  noticeable  in  the  above  tables  is  that  in  1914  the  export 
trtidti|p:f  ail  pf  these  countries  \yjis  serjc|usl^  diminished.  This  was 
the  natural  result  of  the  shock  and  dislocation  of  trade  prodiiced  by 
the  outbi-eak  of  war.  The  really  significant  fact  is  not  this  tempo- 
rary diminution  of  1914,  but  the  effect  experienced  by  Latin-Ajneri- 
can  trade  during  the  later  course  of  the  war.  The  most  illuminating 
indication  of  the  course  of  exports,  therefore,  is  a  comparison  of  the 
prewar  years  1912  and  1913  with  the  war  years  1915  and  1916.  In 
tlie  following  table  is  given  in  round  numbers  tiie  annual  average  of 
exports  in  each  of  the  three  countries  in  both  of  these  two-year 
periods. 


Year. 

Ar..nt^. 

Chne. 

Brad). 

tM3,000,f«XI 

sss;ooo;ooo 

»»2, 000,000 
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If  the  period  1912-13  is  taken  as  the  base  (100  per  cent),  it  is 
found  that  Argentine  exports  in  1915-16  were  13  per  cent  above 
those  in  1912-13  and  Chile's  exports  were  4  per  cent  greater.  Bra- 
zilian exports  during  the  war,  on  the  otlier  hand,  have  hDea  23  per 
cent  below  tiie  prewar  level. 
Exports,  BzchaaKe.  and  frlce*. 

The  reasons  for  this  difference  between  the  experience  of  Brazil 
and  that  of  othec  countries  are  several.     First,  the  decline  in  Bra- 
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zilian  exports  has  not  been  a  decline  in  the  quantity  exported.  In 
fact,  the  tonnage  of  exports  in  1916  and  1917  considerably  exceeded 
that  of  1912  and  1913.  What  has  happened  in  Brazil  is  that  the 
mean  value  of  Brazilian  export  tonnage  has  constantly  decreased. 
In  other  words,  while  prices  of  exports  in  otlier  Soiitli  American 
countries  have  been  rising,  export  prices  in  Brazil  have  actually 
declined  during  the  war.  The  mean  value  per  ton  of  Brazilian  ex- 
ports was  $230.36  in  1913,  $173.99  in  1914,  $144.-34  in  1915,  and 
$143.86  in  1916,  These  figures  demonstrate  the  relatively  high  value 
of  Brazilian  produce  to  its  weight  in  prewar  years  under  normal 
circumstances  and  the  striking  decline  in  value  per  ton  during  the 
war. 

This  question  of  export  prices  has,  of  course,  a  direct  connection 
with  the  course  of  foreign  exchange.  One  reason  for  the  phenom- 
enally high  prices  for  wool,  cereals,  and  other  products  which  ob- 
tained in  Argentina  and  Uruguay  the  past  winter  was  the  abnor- 
mally high  rate  of  exchange  in  those  countries.  The  exporter,  having 
for  sale  a  foreign  bill  of  exchange  received  in  payment  of  product! 
sold,  was  obliged  to  sell  it  at  a  ruinous  loss,  owing  to  the  existing 
depreciation  of  foreign  moneys  in  terms  of  the  Argentine  or  Uru- 
guayan peso.  To  protect  himself  against  lotis  the  exporter  had  to 
raise  the  price  of  his  goods  to  a  figure  sufficient  to  offset  the  dif- 
ference on  exchange.  In  Brazil  exchange  was  not  above  normal 
but  decidedly  below  it.  The  bearing  of  this  fact  on  prices  is  ap- 
parent. Foreign  moneys  being  at  a  premium,  the  exporter  who  had 
sold  abroad  Brazilian  goiids  and  received  a  foreign  bill  of  exchange 
in  payment  therefor  could  cjish  his  bill  at  a  premium.  In  confic- 
quencc  be  could  afford  to  sell  at  a  lower  rather  than  a  higher  price 
than  in  former  years. 

This  statement  of  the  effect  of  exchange  on  price,  however,  is  but  a 
partial  explanation  of  the  Latin  American  situation.  If  it  conveyed 
the  impression  that  the  Brazilian  exporter  is  to-day  unusually  well 
off  it  would  give  an  entirely  erroneous  idea  of  the  actual  state  of 
affairs.  The  fact  is  that  the  present  rates  of  exchange  in  Latin 
American  countries  are  themselves  the  results  of  other  forces  so 
powerful  as  to  control  the  entire  commercial  situation  in  those  coun- 
tries. At  bottom,  it  is  these  other  forces  which  control  both  the 
course  of  the  exchanges  and  the  course  of  prices.  These  forces  may  be 
summed  up  in  a  single  word — war.  There  is  a  very  strong  war  de- 
mand for  Chilean  nitrate,  for  Argentine  wool,  wheat,  and  meats,  i» 
demand  so  strong  as  to  cause  expcu-t  prices  to  rise  markedly  and  also 
to  increase  quantity  exports,  with  the  result  that  the  value  of  exports 
has  shown  striking  growth.  Meantime,  imports  are  diminished  by 
the  need  of  conserving  tonnage  and  goods.  The  result  is  large  and 
growing  favorable  trade  balances  in  these  two  countries;  and  in  conse- 
quence rates  of  exchange  far  above  normal.  These  high  rates,  as  has 
been  said,  in  turn  inflate  prices  still  further;  and  so  the  process  goes 
on,  gathering  cumulative  effect,  until  by  a  change  of  the  trade  bal- 
ance, or  by  gold  shipments  to  drcs  the  exchange  market,  or  in  lieu 
of  these,  exchange  stabilization  agreements  like  those  entei-cd  into  be- 
tween the  allies  and  Argentina  in  the  past  winter,  the  rate  of  ex- 
change is  brought  down  and  made  stable. 

It  is  the  rising  trade  balance,  then,  that  has  been  the  cause  of  high 
exchange,  and  thus  of  high  prices  for  Argentine,  Chilean,  ^nd 
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Uruguayan  goods.  Tho  rising  trade  balances  are  in  large  measare  the 
reeult  oi  expanding  exports.  The  expansion  of  exports  in  turn  is  tlie 
direct  consequence  of  war  demand.  It  is  at  this  point  that  one  finds 
(he  explanation  of  the  difference  between  the  Brazilian  experience 
and  that  of  the  other  countries.  Brazil's  sports  have  not  expanded 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  not  the  sort  of  products  for  which  there  is 
a  war  demand.  At  least,  this  is  true  of  the  old  prewar  Brazilian 
exports. 
The  Coffee  aitnatlon. 

The  bulk  of  the  exports  of  Brazil  has  for  years  consisted  of  two 
products,  coffee  and  rubber.  For  example,  out  of  total  exports  of 
$313,028,000  in  1913  rubber  and  coffee  comprised  $248,579,000,  or 
about  four-fiftlig  of  the  total.  By  far  the  most  important  single  ex- 
port is  coffee,  which  in  1913  amounted  to  $198,157,000,  or  over  63  per 
cent  of  the  total  exports.    Coffee  is  not  a  war  commodity.    The  Alned 

?ower3  have  therefore  restricted  its  import.  Even  more  serious  is  the 
act  that  the  large  demand  from  central  Europe,  amounting  nor- 
laaWy  to  about  4,000,000  bags  a  year,  has  Iwen  cut  off.  In  consequence, 
the  United  States  i.s  at  present  the  only  unrestricted  market  for  Bra- 
zilian coffee,  taking  about  one-half  the  total  exports.  Added  to  these 
pronounced  restrictions  of  the  demand  for  coffee  is  the  fact  that  the 
Brazilian  supply  during  the  war  has  been  somewhat  nho\'e  the  pre- 
war normal.  The  result  is  that  Brazil  has  on  its  hands  an  increasing 
stock  of  coffee,  which  it  can  not  hope  to  dispose  of  until  after  the  war. 
This  situation  became  acute  almost  immediately  upon  tlie  outbreak 
of  war,  and  led  in  1915  to  the  reestablishment  or  a  valorization  sys- 
tem, along  somewhat  different  lines  from  the  plan  of  1007-8.  The 
Federal  Government  by  law  of  1915  authorized  the  issue  of 
350,000,000  paper  milreis  (at  present  rate  of  25,25  cents  for  milreis= 
U.  S.  S&8i8,375,p00),  of  which  a  part^was  to Jie  used  for  carrying  Out  a 
new  plan  of  coffee  valorization.  The  paper  money  was  lent  DJ'  the 
Federal  Government  to  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  which  has  been  con- 
ducting tlio  valorization  operations.  The  plan  was  to  prohibit  the 
export  of  coffee  above  6,000,000  bags  a  year ;  the  4,000,000  bags  which 
in  normal  times  went  to  Germany,  Austria,  etc.,  to  he  licld  in  Brazil, 
the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  loaning  up  to  60  per  cent  of  a  value  to  be 
fixed  on  a  basis  of  past  averages  in  paper  money  to  coffee  growers 
who  deposit  their  coffee  in  warehouses;  the  warehouse  receipts  to  be 
handed  over  by  the  State  government  to  the  Federal  Government  as 
collateral  for  the  issue  by  the  latter  of  the  paper  money.  This  loan 
feature  was  dropped,  however,  and  instead  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo 
undertook  to  purchase  at  an  official  price  so  much  of  the  annual  coffee 
crop  as  might  appear  sufficient  to  maintain  prices,  or,  failing  in  that, 
so  much  as  it  might  be  able  to  purchase  witn  the  paper-money  funds 
supplied  to  it  by  the  Federal  Go\ernment  under  the  laws  above  men- 
tioned. 

In  the  present  year,  the  Sao  Paulo  government  has  been  buying 
large  quantities  of  coffee  (about  3,100,000  bags  up  to  July  25)  at  the 
price  of  4$900  per  10  kilos  (i.  e.,  about  $1.24  for  22,4  pounds).  The 
ordinary  market  price,  however,  has  been  lower,  between  4$600  and 
4$500.  Interior  shippers  and  planters  are  demanding  that  their 
coffee  be  sold  to  the  Government,  and  the  Coffee  AssogiacSo  of  Santos 
has  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Government  requesting  a  furrier 
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^sue  of  300,000,000  milreis  of  paper  money  for  additional  valoriza- 
hon  pordiases. 

The  foUoving  statemeot  iodicates  the  coffee  position  up  to  May, 
1918: 

In  handa  ol  Sao  Paulo  gOTernment  Apr.  30, 1018 2, 7S8,  S75 

In  hands  of  commissarloa  nnd  erportera,  Inclusive  of  000,000  bags 

bought  by  Sno  Pnnlo  government 4,100,416 

Shipped  coaatwiM 281, 000 

Exported  up  to  Apr.  25,  1918 7, 325, 6G5 


Total  crop 17,000,000 

The  table  indicates  that  of  a  total  crop  of  17,000.000  ba^s,  about 
13;500,000  bags  have  actually  come  to  market;  of  thin  quantity  some- 
what more  than  7,000,000  bagH  bave  been  exported,  leaving  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  5,939.291  bags  of  the  1917-18  crop,  nnd  1,100,000 
bags  of  the  191&-17  crop— a  total  of  virtually  7,000,000  bags,  or  as 
much  as  the  total  1917-18  exports — in  storage  in  Brazil  and  unable 
to  find  an  outlet.  The  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  it  is  seen,  is  itself  holding 
almost  2,800,000  bags,  or  almost  40  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  in 
storage. 
Decreaie  in  Price  of  Coffee. 

The  supply  of  Brazilian  coffee  is  much  in  excess  of  the  demand. 
The  result  is  that  in  spite  of  the  large  purchases  by  tlio  Government 
the  price  iir  Brazil  has  gone  steadily  downward.  Meantime,  as  a 
result  of  rising  freight  and  insurance  rntes  (which  are,  moreover, 
additional  causes  of  the  diminution  of  c.xiwrts)  foreign-coffee  prices 
have  risen.  The  following  table  shoivs  the  price  of  Brazilinn  coffee 
in  London  and  in  Santos  ^r  the  period  lOU-1918, 
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•nfgbt. 

■ 
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The  different  course  of  BrsKilian  and  of  foreign  prices  is  apparent. 
After  the  initial  fall  to  4Is.  8d.  in  1914,  provoked  h\  the  liquidation 
of  speculative  accounts  that  followed  flio  Balkan  War,  Lond<jn  quo- 
tations moved  upward  with  the  increasing  charges  for  freight  and 
insurance.  The  course  of  prices  in  Brazil  has  been  just  the  contrary. 
Since  October,  1911,  when,  owing  to  reckless  speculation,  prices 
reached  the  maximum  in  both  the  Brazilian  and  the  London  market, 
prices  in  Brazil  have,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  reaction  in  1915 
due  to  extraordinary  activity  in  the  trade  with  Scandinavia  and  the 
United  States,  dropped  continuously,  until  at  4$100  per  10  kilos  it  is 
doubtful  if  they  suffice  even  to  cover  the  cost  of  production.. 
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Exports  of  Coffee. 

The  facts  that  have  been  presentwl — the  restriction  of  markets,  the 
decline  of  prices,  the  abnormal  accumulation  of  stocks  in  Brazil — 
find  their  most  convenient  expression  in  the  ficnres  of  coffee  exports. 
The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  coffee  for  the  years  1913- 
1017.    Both  quantity  and  value  figures  are  given: 


Year. 

Qimntlty, 
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Except  for  the  reaction  in  1915,  the  trend  of  coffee  exports,  both 
in  quantity  and  in  value,  has  been  pretty  sieiidily  downward.  The 
increased  quantity  exports  of  1915,  almost  4,000,000  bags  greater 
than  in  1913,  are  noteworthy.  But  because  of  reduced  prices  the 
value  figures  of  the  1915  exports  are  more  than  $40,000,000  less  than 
in  1913.  After  1915  the  decline  in  both  categories  is  striking.  The 
year  1917  is  the  low-water  mark.  Quantity  exported  fell  almost 
6,500,000  bags  below  lOl.'i,  and  the  value  fell  over  $44,000,000  below 
the  1915  figures  and  over  ?8«.000,000  below  the  1913  figures,  a  de- 
crease of  45  per  cent.  It  ought  to  be  said.  too.  that  1913  was  by  no 
means  a  normal  year,  exports  of  coffee  being  $:28,114,880  below  the 
1912  figure. 
Evbber  Exports. 

A  close  second  to  the  falling  off  in  coffee  is  the  decline  in  exports 
of  rubber,  the  other  major  export.  The  following  table  gives  the 
quantity  and  value  of  rubber  exported  in  the  yeai-s  1913-1917; 


Year. 
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Kubber  exports  show  a  decrease  of  2,252  tons  and  $6,788,000,  or 
about  16  jier  cent.  The  table  indicates,  howe\er,  that  the  decline  took 
place  in  1914;  since  then  the  trade  has  slightly  improved. 

The  foregoing  discussion  of  coffee  and  rubber  indicate  sufficiently 
the  reasons  for  the  failure  of  tlie  Brazilian  export  trade  to  expand 
during  the  war,  and  in  consequence  explain  why,  while  the  trade 
lialance  of  Argentina  and  Chile  have  b(>en  rising  phenomenally,  tlia 
Brazilian  balance  has  undergone  but  little  change.  The  following 
table  compares  the  trade  balances  of  Brazil,  Argentina,  and  Chile 
for  the  years  1910-191C: 
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The  difference  between  fhc  Brazilian  situation  and  that  of  Argen- 
tina and  Chile  is  ai>paa'ent  at  a  glance.    Except  for  the  year  l^lSj 
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a  year  of  unusually  large  imports,  the  Braziliiin  balance  has  been 
JFsTorable.  Except  for  the  year  1915,  however,  the  balRnce  in  favor 
of  Brazil  during  the  wac  has  been  about  of  the  same  size  as  in 
prewar  yearn.  Meantime,  the  balance  in  Argentina's  favor  has  in- 
creased more  than  Bvefold,  and  the  Chilean  favorable  balance  more 
than  fourfold  since  1913.  Relating  these  fflcte  to  the  course  of  for- 
eign exchange,  it  is  not  surprising  that  in  Argentina  and  Chile,  by 
reason  of  the  great  excess  of  supply  of  exchange  representing  the 
exports,  over  the  demand  for  exchange  to  pay  for  imports,  exchan^ 
has  undergone  n  phenomenal  risic;  whereas  in  Brazil,  where  there  has 
been  no  such  change  in  the  trade  balance,  there  has  been  no  such  rise 
of  exchange. 
Other  Factors  ASectins  EKcHanEe. 

The  unaltered  trade  balance,  then,  explains  sufficiently  the  reason 
for  the  failure  of  Brazilian  exchange  to  rise.  But  what  has  really 
happened  has  been  that  exchange  has  fallen,  and  has  throughout 
the  war  remained  considerably  below  the  prewar  level.  The  balance 
of  trade,  however,  represents  only  a  part  of  tlie  body  of  international 
transactions  which,  by  giving  rise  to  bills  of  exchange,  determine  the 
conditions  of  demand  and  supply  of  exchange  and  thus  of  the  rate. 
The  other  items  are  foreign  loans  and  interest  payments  thereon, 
immigrants'  remittances,  tourists'  expenditures,  insurance  premiums, 
and  tlie  like  items  which  enter  into  the  balance  of  international  pay- 
ments. For  most  of  these  items  data  are  not  available.  For  what  is 
by  far  the  i>rincipal  item,  however — interest  payments  on  foreign  bor- 
rowings— a  fairly  trustworthy  computation  can  be  made.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  interest  charge,  the  monetary  situation  should  be  exam- 
ined, for  it  is  upon  the  monetary  policy  and  conditions,  quite  as  much 
as  upon  the  changes  in  the  balance  of  payments,  that  the  course  of 
exchange  ultimately  depends. 
Ftnuioial  and  Monetary  Canditiom  Snrlns  the  War. 

The  outbreak  of  the  war  produced  an  exceedingly  acute  situation 
in  BrazH,  the  reasons  for  which  go  back  into  the  prewar  period. 
Brazil  had  for  years  been  accustomed  to  the  unchecked  inflow  of 
foreign  capital.  "The  five-year  period,  1908-1912,  in  particular,  wit- 
nessed a  program  of  heavy  borrowing,  both  by  the  Federal  and  by 
the  State  governments  and  by  private  enterprise.  The  easy  acquisi- 
tion of  capital  led  both  the  governments  and  private  individuals 
into  unusually  large  military  and  naval  expenditures,  into  railway 
and  other  public  works,  projects  which  could  yield  a  return  only 
after  some  vears  of  waiting.  According  to  omcial  statements,  the 
revenues  of' Brazil  for  the  five  years,  1910-1914,  totaled  2,702,008 
contos  (paper),  while  the  expenditures  amounted  to  3,514,155  contos, 
leaving  the  enormous  deficit  of  752,147  contos.  or  $238,123,000.  Dur- 
ing the  first  four  years,  1910-1913,  the  deficit  was  $159,123,000,  or 
an  average  of  $39,781,000  per  year.  In  191i  it  was  nearly  double 
that  sum.  Owing  to  the  war,  the  revenue  decreased  to  375,098  con- 
tos, while  the  expenditures,  though  considerably  lower  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  amounted  to  686.781  contos,  thus  leaving  a  deficit  of 
261.683  contos,  or  $78,902,000. 

The  outbreak  of  war  did  more  than  cut  down  Government  reve- 
nues. It  shut  off  the  inflow  of  foreign  capital  to  which  for  years 
Brazil  had  been  accustomed,  and  which  was  at  the  bottom  of  tl^ 
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heavy  expenditure  program.  British  investments  in  Brazil,  whidi 
had  amounted  to  $(19,8^0,300  in  1912  and  $73,452,000  in  1913,  were 
reduced  to  $-i8,518,-200  in  1914. 

This  sudden  cessation  of  investment  in  1914,  moreover,  came  after 
some  rather  ti-ying  experiences  in  1913.  Brazil  was  seriously  affected 
by  the  stringer.cy  in  foreign  money  markets  which  followed  Ihe  out- 
break of  the  Balkin  war.  The  year  1913,  moi-cover,  witnessed  a 
slump  in  coffc  and  nibbev  prices.  The  vahie  of  coffee  and  rubber 
expoi-ted  in  1913  was  nearly  $56,000,000  less,  although  the  exports 
of  coffee  were  over  a  million  bags  larger  than  in  1912.  Total  exports 
declined  from  over  $a()2,000,00U  in  1912  to  less  than  $314,000,000  in 
1913.  At  the  same  time  imports  incmised  from  about  $3US.OOO,000 
to  $;i2C,000,000.  The  result  was  in  that  year  the  balance  of  trade 
was  unfavorable  by  about  $12,000,000. 

Inconsequence  gold  began  to  flow  out  of  Brazil,  and  the  exchange 
rate  was  threatened.  In  1912  there  was  a  net  inflow  of  gold  amount- 
ing to  $17,5000,000.  In  1913,  on  the  other  band,  there  was  a  net 
export  of  gold  of  over  $23,000,000.  Brazilian  exchange  would  have 
fallen  in  1913  from  the  high  level  of  the  1910-1912  period  had  it  not 
been  for  the  important  service  jierfomied  by  the  conversion  office, 
which  issued  gold  freely  to  maintain  exchange,  its  gold  holdings 
falling  in  consequence  from  386,700,000  to  276.000,000  milrcis  during 
1913. 

When  the  war  broke,  the  Federal  Government  was  negotiating  for 
a  loan  in  London,  The  failure  of  the  negotiations  made  it  impossi- 
ble for  the  Government  to  pay  inter&st  on  its  foreign  obligations. 
In  October,  1914,  an  agreement  was  made  with  the  foreign  bond- 
holders, represented  by  the  Kothschilds,  for  a  funding  loan  of 
£15,000,000.  The  interest  on  the  foreign  debt  was  paid  in  the  bonds 
of  this  loan  up  to  August.  1917,  when  interest  payments  were  re- 
sumed. Amortization  of  the  foi-eign  debt  was  suspended  for  13 
years'Oiritil  1927).  The  effect  tff  tW funding  loan  was  to  tUke  the 
weight  of  the  foreign  interest  payments  off  the  exchange  market, 
thus  preventing  a  &11  of  excliangc  much  more  serious  than  that 
which  actually  did  occur. 

As  it  was.  exports  of  gold  increased  to  the  high  figure  of  $40,144,000 
in  1914;  and  the  stock  of  gold  in  the  conversion  onice  was  reduced  to 
138,500,000  millreis  by  the  end  of  the  year.  In  December,  1914,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  suspend  the  redemption  of  notes  until 
December,  1915,  the  suspeasion  being  subsequently  extended.  The 
Government  resorted  to  is.sues  of  paper  nionev.  The  first  issue, 
authorized  by  law  of  August  24.  1914,  was  for '250,000,000  mili-eis. 
A  second  issue  of  3.50.000,000  niilreis  was  authorized  by  a  law  of 
August  28,  1915.  On  D('ceiiil>er  31,  1917,  the  total  quantity  of  in- 
convertible paper  in  circulation  was  1.389,414,967  milreis.  repi-esent- 
ing  an  increase  of  800,000,000  milreis  since  August  26,  1914. 

In  other  words,  throughout  the  war  Brazil  has  been  on  an  in- 
convertible paper  money  basis;  and  the  foreign  exchanges  have 
been  subject  to  all  of  the  fluctuation  and  unsteadiness  which  is 
inherent  in  every  inconvertible  paper  situation,  and  of  which  the 
most  interesting  instance  to-day  is  Ciiile,  Large  emissions  of  paper, 
moreover,  have  precisely  the  same  effect  on  the  rate  of  exchange  as 
does  an  unfavorable  trade  balance.  They  affect  unfavorably  the 
ratio  between  the  domestic  paper  and  foreign  gold  moneys,  by  iiicrea3-< 
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bkg  the  stt^plj-  of  the  former  relatively  to  the  demsnd  for  it,  and 
Ukns  caoee  its  depreciation  in  terms  of  foreign  gold.  Here,  then,  is 
nodoabtedly  Mie  of  the  caosee  of  the  present  low  rate  of  Brazilian 
«zdiaii0e. 

Another  cause  is  contained  in  the  boirowing  program.  The  heavy 
bof  rowings  hare  given  rise  to  an  increasingly  heavy  interest  charge. 
Though  official  figures  on  the  interest  charge  are  rather  meager,  a 
fairlv  reliable  computation  can  be  made.  The  foreign  debt  of  the 
Federal  Government  on  December  31.  1917,  was  $561,078,142.  The 
annual  interest  charge  is  about  $80,000,000.  Owing  to  the  funding 
arrangement,  which  did  not  end  nntil  August,  1917.  onlv  about  one- 
half  ($15,000,000)  was  paid  in  1917.  Besides  the  Federal  debt, 
there  is  the  foreign  indebtedneas  of  the  individual  States  and  of  the 
manicipalities,  which  at  the  beginning  of  1916  nmonnted  to  $301,- 
116^76.  To  this  should  be  added  private  invostmenf!  of  foreign 
capital,  which  according  to  the  most  authoritative  estimates  is  about 
$700,000,000,  giving  a  total  of  about  $1,000,000,000.  a^wrt  from  the. 
foreign  debt  of  the  Federal  Government.  Interest  on  this  snm  at 
&  per  cent  equals  $60,000,000 ;  total  interest  on  foreign  capital  (includ- 
ing $15,000,000  of  interest  paid  on  the  Federal  debt)  is  thus  $65,- 
000.000.  When  this  sum  is  added  to  the  imports  ($216,319,000)  we 
have  11  total  «f  outgoings  from  Brazil  in  1917  of  $281,319,000,  a.s 
against  $290,993,000  of  exports.  The  favorable  balance  of  about 
$75,000,000  is  thus  reduced  to  about  $0,000,000.  Had  the  full  mterest 
charge  on  the  debt  been  paid,  the  balance  would  have  been  unfavor- 
able. 

To  sum  up  the  discussion  of  the  Brazilian  exchange,  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  the  act  of  December,  1914,  the  large  emis- 
ncffis  of  inconvertible  paper  money  since  that  date,  the  sudden  shut- 
ting off  of  the  large  annual  inflow  of  foreign  capital  by  the  outbreak 
of  war,  which  brought  upon  Brazil  the  ^11  burden  of  the  interest  . 
diarge,  t^e  serious  shrinkage  of  tlie'e^ports  of  coffee  and  rubber  and 
the  consequent  failure  of  the  export  trade  to  expand  as  it  has  done 
in  other  coontries,  have  brought  it  about  that,  whereas  in  the  other 
countries  exchange  has  risen  remarkably,  in  Brazil  the  level  of  ex- 
change during  the  war  has  been  considerably  belo^v  the  level  of  pre- 
war years, 
nTcnia«>tlai  of  Prodvction  and  Export. 

As  previously  slated,  there  is  another  side  to  the  situation  in  Brazil 
which  is  of  even  greater  significance,  since  it  contains  large  promise 
for  the  future. 

For  one  thing.  Brazilian  finBnce.s  show  unmistakable  signs  of  im- 
provement. Much  of  the  credit  for  the  improvement  is  due  to  the 
personal  perseverence  of  President  Wenceslao  Braz  and  his  energetic 
inaafonce  upon  economv  in  the  budget.  In  1915  the  tleficit  vma 
reduced  to  $:14,W8,000.  "  In  1916  it  disappenrc.1  altogether,  for  the 
first  time  in  many  years.  The  Minister  of  Public  Works  has  liqui- 
dated Federal  liabilities  by  agreements  with  the  holders  of  conces- 
inons  and  other  interested  parties.  Naval  credits  have  been  reduced 
hv  amounts  varying  from  30  to  70  per  cent.  The  departments  of 
Uome  Affairs,  Justice,  Agriculture,  Foi-eign  Affairs,  and  Finance 
have  effected  an  average  economy  of  40  per  cent  without  suffering 
any  disorganization.  Brazilian  credit  has  greatly  improved  abroad. 
Money  is  more  plentiful.  '  CoO<?lc 
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Wliat  is  even  more  important,  the  industries  and  the  export  trade 
■of  Brazil  as  a  result  of  war  pressure  and  stimulus  are  undergoing 
what  amounts  to .  a  veritable  revolution,  which  makes  speculation 
regarding  future  possibilities  a  paramount  necessity  for  all  )>ersons 
interested  in  foreign  trade.  Up  to  the.  war  Brazil  had  "cai'ried  alt 
her  egjffi  in  one  basket."  She  had  relied  wholly  upon  coffe«  and 
rubbw.  Both  of  those  have  suffered  during  the  war,  jct  Brazil 
has  met  with  increasing  surt-ess  a  situation  that  promised  to  be 
precarious.     She  has  diversi6ed  production. 

There  is  no  country  whose  conditions  of  soil  and  climate  are  better 
suited  to  diversilied  agriculture  than  those  of  Brazil.  There  are 
enormous  tracts  of  excellent  grazing  lands  available  for  as  little  as 
$2  an  acre,  while  in  parts  remote  from  a  railway  land  may  be  had  for 
30  cents  an  acre.  Lands  close  by  railways  and  towns  can  be  bought 
for  $-")0  per  acre.  During  the  war  especial  attention  has  been  devoled 
to  cattle  raising  and  to  meat  packing  in  southern  Brazil.  According 
to  the  latest  official  figures  Brazil  has  30,000,000  head  of  cattle. 
Great  packing  plants,  financed  chiefly  with  American  capital,  are 
going  up.  Ijast  year,  at  Brazil's  autumnal  season,  there  were  con- 
ducted at  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  in  other  large  cities  regional  fairs  and 
exhibitions  much  like  our  own  "  cattle  shows." 
Cotton,  Sn^ai,  and  Bloe  CultiTation— HlneraU. ' 

Another  branch  of  production  to  which  the  Pre^sidential  message 
of  July,  1017,  called  es|)ccial  attenti<m  is  that  of  cotton  gi-owing. 
In  no  country  are  the  po,ssibilities  for  cotton  culture  better  tiian  m 
Brazil;  and  during  the  war  there  has  been  a  considei-nble  increase 
in  production.  Equally  important  has  been  the  growth  of  sugar 
production.  Sugar  cane  can  be  grown  all  the  way  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  to  the  Amazon  on  tlic  coast,  and  as  far  into  the  interior  as 
Matfo  Oroaso.  Sugar  is  also  grown  in  the  sonthem  Stateof  Sao 
Paulo.  That  the  soil  of  Brazil' is  preeminently  fitted  for  sugftr  can© 
■■is  ^bWn  hy  the  fact  that  in  (Ire  State's  of  Sao  Paulo  aml'Rio  de 
Janeiro  the  yield  of  cane  per  hectare,  even  to-day,  is  50  tons— the 
same  as  in  Jjonisiana.  More  than  two-thirds  o£  tlie  sugar  i)roduced 
is  consumed  at  home;  but  sugar  exports  show  large  expansion  dur- 
ing the  war.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  Brazil  could  with 
easf*  multiply  her  present  output  of  sugar  ten  times  over.  Attention 
is  also  Iwinp  given  to  the  cultivation  of  rice.  By  an  arrangement 
with  the  Japanese  Government  several  thousand  Japanese  colonists 
have  been  brought  to  Brazil  in  oitlor  to  grow  rice,  and  to  teach  the 
Brazilians  how  to  cultivate  rice  that  is  cheap  and  of  good  quality. 
The  result  is  seen  in  a  siu'piising  increase  in  Brazilian  exports  of 
rice  in  1017. 

Equally  significant  with  agricultural  diversification  Is  the  develop- 
ment of  lirazilian  minerals,  of  which  the  State  of  Minas  (u-raes,  just 
north  of  Rio  de  Janeiio,  has  a  rich  and  varied  supply.  The  iron  de- 
posits of  Brazil  are  among  the  largest  in  the  world,  but  they  have 
hithei'to  lain  dormant,  owing  to  their  distance  from  coal  beds,  and  at 
the  same  time  owing  to  the  heavy  competition  ofiered  in  the  iixin  mar- 
kets <if  the  world  by  the  pig  iron  of  other  countries,  which  could  then 
be  transpoi-ted  at  low  rates.  War  conditions  have  considerably 
altered  the  situation.  The  succes-sful  manufacture  f  i^om  Brazilian  ore 
of  high-grade  steel  products  has  demonstrated  the  possibilities;  the 
difficulty  of  importing  metal  products  under  present  circumstaincca 
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Ills  fomifdied  the  needed  impalse.  Smelting  operations  ore  develop' 
ing  on  an  increasing  scale.  The  distance  of  the  ore  deposits  tram  coal 
is  stilly  and  mav  always  remain,  a  serions  restriction  npon  the  devel- 
opment of  the  ircm  industry  in  Brazil.  Coal  deposits  do  exist,  how- 
ever, hi  sonthera  Brazil.  For  several  years  experiments  with  Bra- 
zilian coal  have  been  onnied  on.  Recently  it  has  bei'n  stated  that 
the  coal  is  ntilizable,  and  that  a  wcll-lmown  Brazilian  shipping  line 
is  making  iise  of  the  fitel  on  all  its  vessels.  There  is  another  partial 
solution  of  the  pix»blem  of  a  coal  snpply  for  the  steel  and  iron  mills. 
in  Brazil.  Once  there  is  a  hu-ge  exptn-tation  of  ore  from  Mtnas 
Geraes  to  Enrope  the  carrying  will  doubtless  be  done  by  automatic- 
onkading  ewe  vessels,  such  as  can  be  used  wtifitably  only  for  the 
transportation  of  large  quantities  of  ore.  The  most  natural  and 
convenirait  return  cai^  for  these  veseels  would  be  coal  and  coke. 

Another  Biazilian  product  mach  in  demand  at  the  present  time  is 
monazite,  a  sand  used  for  making  incandescent  gas  mantles.  The 
mineral  which  the  war  has  done  most  to  develop  in  Brazil  is  man- 
ganese. The  world's  principal  sources  of  supply  for  manganese  be- 
fore the  war  were  Burma  and  Russia.  The  Russian  supply  has  been 
reduced  to  practically  nothing,  owing  to  the  present  difficulties  of 
getting  at  it.  Burma  hss  done  well,  more  than  doubling  her  output 
since  1913.  Brazil,  meantime,  has  come  forward  as  the  principal  pro- 
vider of  manganese.  As  early  as  1916  she  showed  that  she  ooidd 
supply  half  a  million  tons  a  year. 
Inmber  Sesonrces — Ixpantton  of  BraziUaD  Kanufacturcs. 

Space  does  not  permit  a  full  enumeration  of  the  new  bnuiches  of 
production  that  are  being  developed  in  Brazil.  Ajuong  these  are  the 
great  lumbering  possibilities  of  southern  Brazil  and  the  rapidly 
growing  exportation  of  logs  and  boards  down  the  Parana  Kiver  to 
Argentina  and  XT rugnay ;  the  improvements  being  made  in  the  cul- 
ture-of  some  of  the  oldet  stttpks.  siiich  as  tobacco;  the  attempts  that 
are  being  made  to  reform  the  methods  of  rubber  production,  the  new 
developments  in  dye  materials  of  vegetable  origin,  and  in  drugs. 

"\Vhat  is  still  more  important  is  the  really  reuuu-ioible  expansion  of 
Brazilian  manufactures.  Cotton  textiles,  silk  and  jute  goods,  shoes, 
hats,  agricnltural  machinci-y  are  all  being  pro<luced  in  the  State  of 
Sao  Paulo.    The  outpnt  of  footwear  in  Brazil  is  now  about  20,000,000 

?airs  a  year,  over  half  being  produced  in  Sao  Paulo.  That  State  has 
3  textile  mills  of  all  sizes.  Tlie  factories  are  well  equipped,  many 
of  them  being  driven  by  hydroelectric  power,  ttie  remarkable  expan- 
sion of  which  in  the  vicinity  of  Rio  and  Sao  Paulo  has  developetl 
industrial  centers  of  the  first  importance.  Cottons  of  fair  grade  and 
G&ssimeres  of  high  quality  are  produced.  Considerably  moi-e  (ban 
half  of  the  home  needs  in  cotton  textiles  were  supplied  "by  Brazilian 
manufacture  even  prior  to  the  war,  and  the  increase  of  textile  manu- 
facturing during  the  war  has  been  one  of  the  notable  features  of  the 
general  expansion  of  Brazilian  industry.  In  1917  Brazil  exported 
cotton  textiles  to  France. 
B99*rts  at  Staple  and  Hew  Prodaets. 

To  illustrate  the  process  of  diversification  which  is  going  on  in 
Brazilian  indu.stry  and  trade,  the  following  comparison  is  made 
between  the  exports  of  old  staple  Brazilian  products  and  the  new 


le  new 


COMMEBCE  KEPOETS. 


products  which  have  been  created  by  war  conditions.    The  figures 
are  for  the  period  1913-1917: 
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United  States  Trade  With  Biazil. 

The  following  table  shows  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
Brazil  for  the  years  1013-1017;  for  comparative  purposes  there  is 
also  given  the  trade  between  Brazil  and  Great  Britain: 
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Uolted  States 

Oreal  Britafii. 
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Great  Britain. 
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"^nii 
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So  far  as  exports  are  concerned,  the  United  States  before  the  war 
was  already  in  the  position  of  chief  prominence.  We  took  from 
Brazil  somewhat  more  tlian  twice  as  mnch  as  did  Great  Britain.  In 
1913  we  took  about  3-2  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of  Brazil.  During 
the  war  our  imports  from  Brazil  have  grown  markedly.  In  1017  we 
took  one-half  of  the  total  exports  of  Brazil,  Meantime  British 
imports  from  Brazil  have  remained  about  stationary.  As  regards 
exports  to  Brazil,  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  appear  to 
have  changed  places,  so  far  as  the  total  value  of  trade  is  concerned. 
In  1913  the  United  States  exported  $39,001,203  to  Brazil  and  Great 
Britain  $a3^82/>;Jl.  By  1017  British  exports  had  fallen  to  $35,941,- 
717,  while  ours  had  increased  to  $6(),207,070,  an  increase  over  the 
1913  figures  of  about  40  per  cent. 
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BUSINESS  FAILTTBES  IN  HOLLAITI). 

[CoBBUl  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  Jntf  11.1 

Commercial  agencies  report  the  number  of  business  fnihires  in  this 
country  during  the  fii-st  six  months  of  1918  as  467,  against  450  during 
the  corresponding  period  of  1017. 

Since  1914  the  number  of  failures  steadily  decreased  till  this  year. 
The  change  in  the  tide  shows  that  the  period  of  large  war  business 
and  profits  is  ended. 

IT  ALT  AW  BEOITLATION  OF  COTTON  lUFOBTS. 

For  the  convenience  and  guidance  of  all  shippers,  the  War  Trade 
Board  directs  their  attention  to  the  following  regulations  -which 
have  been  adopted  by  Italy  concerning  the  regulations  of  cotton 
imports: 

(1)  The  Italian  Royal  Minister  of  Industries,  Commerce,  and 
Labor  has  instituted  a  special  office  in  order  to  supervise  all  pur- 
chases of  raw  cotton  an<i  to  regulate  the  execution  of  contracts  be- 
tween Italian  cotton  merchants  and  American  firms. 

(2)  The  title  of  the  new  office  is  Uflicio  Cotoni  Ministero  Indus- 
tria  Commercio,  Kome,  Italy. 

(3)  American  firms  are  advised  that  new  purchases  of  cotton  or 
the  execution  of  contracts  already  consummated  are  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  aforementioned  cotton  office.  This  approval  must 
be  communicated  by  the  importer  in  Italy  to  the  prospective  ex- 
porter in  the  United  States,  and  should  be  indicated  in  the  appli- 
cation for  export  license. 

(4)  In  connection  with  its  duties  the  Ufficio  Cotoni  Ministero  In- 
dustria  Commercio  will  among  other  things  consider  the  available 
tonnage,  and  the  financial,  militarv,  and   industrial  requirements. 

(5)  The  attention  of  exporters  oi  raw  cotton  to  Italy  is  directed 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  future  ocean  bills  of  lading  need  not  include 
the  clause  "  Notify  Ufflcio  Cotoni  Ministero  Industria  Commercio, 
Kome." 

Give  Oar  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance— Buy  War-Savings  Stamps. 
78925*— 18  769       Ic 
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BRAZILUK  OPFOSTUHITT  FOR  AMERICAir  WEAKISa  AFPAKEL 

Brazilian  imports  of  Americui  wearing  apparel  and  textiles  in- 
creased 3S6  per  cent  between  1913  and  191(>,  and  "  might  have  been 
much  larger  in  volame  had  American  manufacturers  studied  the 
Brazilian  market  more  closely  with  a  view  to  replacing  goods  that 
could  not  be  obtained  from  Kurope."  according  to  a  bulletin  made 
pnblic  by  the  Borenii  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Depnrt- 
iiiciit  of  Commerce. 

Brazil  offers  a  promiiiing  field  for  the  sale  of  medium  and  liigh- 
grade  ^rearing  apparel,  and  American  manufacturers  still  have  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  make  and  maintain  good  connections,  which 
will  be  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  when  the  war  is  over  and 
the  old  competition  is  resumed. 

The  sales  of  imported  wearing  apparel  in  Brazil  ai'e  confined 
chiefly  to  the  lar^r  coast  cities,  as  the  people  of  the  interior  supply 
their  needs  in  the  matter  of  clothing  from  the  products  of  domestic 
industries.  As  in  most  otlier  South  American  countries  the  people 
desii'e  to  dress  as  well  as  possible  and  are  willing  to  pay  good  prices. 
They  buy  the  best  they  can  afford. 

The  Government's  report  is  aimed  to  prepare  American  manu- 
facturers to  make  the  most  of  their  opportunities  when  the  war  is  ■ 
over.  It  is  entitled  "Wearing  Apparel  in  Brazil,"  Miscellaneous 
Series  Ko.  71,  and  is  sold  at  the  nominal  price  of  10  cents  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  by  all  the  district  and  cooperative  offices  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commei'ce. 


JTFXY  EXPOBTS  SHOW  IHCEEASE. 

Exports  of  American  goods  increa-seil  slightly  in  July  as  compared 
■with  June,  while  imports  fell  off  slightly,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment to-day  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cominen'e, 
Department  of  Commerce. 

Exports  increased  from  $*8;5,OO0,O00  in  June  to  $508,000,000  in 
Jidy.  For  the  seven  months  ended  with  July  the  foreign  sales  totaled 
$3,483,000,000,  as  compared  witli  $3,661,000,000  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  previous  year. 

July  imports  were  $241,000,000,  whereas  in  June  they  readied  a 
total  of  $260,000,000.  For  the  first  seven  months  of  Uie  year  the  im- 
ports were  valued  at  $1,787,000,000.  as  against  $1,779,000,000  for  a 
similar  period  in  1917. 

The  gold  movement  in  1918  has  been  of  much  less  importance  than 
in  1917.  For  the  first  seven  months  of  this  year  $.52,000,000  represents 
the  im|>orts  of  gold;  in  1917  the  imports  for  the  seven-months  period 
was  $505,000,000.  Exports  amoimted  to  $29,000,000  this  year,  as 
against  $272,000,000  last  year. 

The  silver  mo\enient  has  increased  in  importance,  the  total  imports 
being  $40,000,000  for  the  first  seven  months  of  this  year,  as  against 
$22,000,000  last  year,  and  exports  reaching  a  total  of"  $135,000,000  as 
compared  with  $14,000,000  for  the  first  seven  months  of  last  yean 


Protect  Your  Soldien  with  Tour  Savingi.    ^ 
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ABBOOATIOH  OF  FRABCO-CANASIAN  COIEHEBCIAL  COHVEITTION. 

Notice  has  been  given  by  the  Canadian  Department  of  Customs  in 
a  Memorandum  of  August  15  that  the  French  Convention  Act  of 
1908  regarding  the  commercial  relations  between  Canada  and  France 
is  to  be  terminated  on  May  14,  1919. 

On  May  14,  1918,  the  French  Government  announced  the  decision 
of  the  Council  of  Ministers  to  abrogate  all  conventional  arrange- 
ments with  foreign  countries  affecting  economic  relations,  including 
those  regarding  commerce,  navigation,  and  industry.  Under  Article 
XX  of  the  French  Convention  Act,  one  year's  notice  of  intention  to 
abrogate  tlio  agreement  is  req\iired,  and  accordingly  the  abrogation 
takes  effect  in  1919.  The  same  article  provides  that  the  convention 
shall  remain  in  force  for  10  ^ears  fiwu  the  date  of  exchauge  of  rati- 
fications unless  abrogated  on  12  months'  notice.  As  the  date  of 
coming  into  force  was  February  1,  1910  (Canadian  Customs  Memo- 
randum, li>C8),  the  treaty  would  otherwise  have  lapsed  on  February 
1,  1920. 

A  discussion  of  the  preliminary  measures  toward  the  abrogation 
of  all  French  commeicial  agreements  appeared  in  Commerce  Ke- 
PORTS  for  May  3, 1917  (or  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  25,  p.  146). 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Franco-Canadian  agreement,  each  govern- 
ment granted  extensive  tariff  concessions  to  imports  from  the  other 
country.  On  the  part  of  Canada  these  concessions  consisted  in  the 
application  of  the  intermediate  rates  to  certain  French  products 
and  the  adoption  of  a  special  tariff  for  other  articles,  with  rates 
corresponding  in  most  cases  to  the  British  preferential  rates.  France 
conceded  in  return  that  certain  Canadian  products  should  be  subject 
to  the  miniihum  rates  of  tlie  French  tariff. 


BBAZItrAN  FOOB  LEOISLAIION. 

[Vke  Consul  Rkhurd  P.  MoniBpn,  Bio  de  JanetTO,  July  23.] 

Tlie  President  of  Brazil  has  just  sent  re  "ommendations  to  the 
Federal  Congress  requesting  more  stringent  legislation  in  the  sale 
and  transportation  of  food  commodities.  The  reason  for  those 
recommendations  are  tlie  difliculties  of  transportation  and  other 
similar  causes  that  have  increa.sed  pricfs  of  necessities  of  life  and 
have  induced  speculation  of  all  kinds  i.\  these  commodities.  Al- 
though a  food  coinuiis-iion  has  been  appointed,  the  President  states 
that  its  powers  are  not  sufficient  to  take  the  measures  necessary  under 
existing  conditions.  He  points  out  that  the  laws  of  France  and  the 
United  States  concerning  speculation  in  food  entail  very  severe 
penalties  and  urgently  recommends  that  s'milar  legislation  be  en- 
acted in  Brazil. 


HJcanite  Mannfactured  in  Sweden. 
According  to  the  Scandinavian  Shipping  Gazette,  the  Aktiebolaget 
John  R.  Kcttig  &,  Co.,  in  Stockholm,  lias  started  to  manufacture  flie 
electric-insulating  ni.itcrial  micanitc.  Before  tlic  war  all  niicanito 
was  imported  from  Germany  and  England,  which  obtained  tlie  raw 
material  (mica)  from  Canada  and  India.  (  "nnolr 
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SAUES  07  BIVXE  BOATS  AT  BOKAXZO  AKD  OTHER  FLACES. 

(Couul  Wllbert  U  Btttaes,  Kourlo,  AicenUna,  July  13.1 

Followine  the  change  in  ownership  of  the  important  riyer  fleet 
of  Nicolas  MihanoTioh,  there  has  been  unitsmt  Actirity  in  the  market 
for  tugs  and  luunciies,  tending  to  a  redistribntion  of  the  fleets.  The 
Mihanovich  company  as  newly  constitnteil  has  purchased  from  the 
Arm  of  Vierci  Hermanoe,  of  Asuncion,  the  Lfda  of  570  tons,  the 
G.  B.  Vii-rd  of  578  tons,  two  tendei-s.  two  launches,  and  a  tug, 
seven  boats  in  all,  at  a  price  said  to  be  about  $153,400  U.  S.  currency. 

It  is  reported  that  the  steamer  Be.nfamin,  of  1,117  gross  tons,  be- 
Iwiging'to  Messrs.  I^rraerrea  Milans  y  Cia.,  has  been  sold  at  a  high 
price  and  that  the  vessel  will  be  placed  op  the  routi'  from  Buenos 
Aires  to  Barcelona.    This  vessel  was  built  in  1902. 

It  is  also  i-eported  that  the  fleet  tcnown  as  the  Larabruschint  fleet 
has  been  sold  to  Sefior  Debemardir.  Montevideo,  for  £70,000 
($^,65&).  consisting  of  4  tugs,  4  schoonebs,  all  under  400  tons,  and 
other  small  ve-s-sels.  It  is  under.-itood  that  the  owners,  known  as 
Ia  Naranjera  Rosarina  S.  A.,  are  considering  an  offer  for  their 
fleot  con.-sisting  of  H  river  boats. 

Experiments  are  being  made  with  rafts  on  the  Farana,  in  view 
of  the  high  price  of  vessels.  Recently  a  raft  constructed  by  Messrs. 
Nniiez,  Gibaja,  Martinez  y  Cia..  some  80  meters  in  iengtJi  and  17 
meters  in  width,  arrived  in  Kosario  carrj-ing  2,000  metric  tons  of 
cedar,  lapacho,  and  other  wood,  for  Buenos  Aires.  Many  delays 
were  met  in  the  paSKage.  but  it  is  believed  this  form  of  traasportation 
will  prove  practicable  in  handling  timbe.  from  Formosa  and  the 
ChftCo.  The  Minister  of  Public  Works  furnished  a  navy  tug  to 
assis::  '.he  raft  over  burs. 

AKHVAL  FAIB  TO  BE  HELIl  AT  KID  SE  JANEIRO. 

\\\,<-  ronsul  KJcbln)  P.  Monurn.  Bio  <iv  Jaiielta,  BraiU.  July  tir..] 

The  Prefect  of  the  Federal  District  has  just  signed  a  law  providing 
for  an  annual  fair  to  i»e  held  at  Eio  de  Janeiro  during  the  second 
half  of  October  of  each  vear.  For  the  present  the  exhibitions  will 
be  limited  to  articles  of  domestic  production,  although  it  is  cur- 
rently believed  that  in  future  years  foreign  products  may  be  admit- 
ted. The  object  of  the  fair  is  to  obtain  exhibitions  of  Brazilian  prod- 
ucts of  all  kinds,  e-specially  manufacturetl  articles,  thereby  making 
known  to  the  consuming  public  the  industries  of  Brazil.  The  public 
here  invariably  prefers  the  foreign  article,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
Brazil  in  the  piist  has  been  very  dependent  upon  other  countries  for 
practically  all  of  its  manufactured  supplies.  While  the  holding  of 
an  annual  fair  of  this  Iriud  will  undoubtedly  siccomplLsb  much  to 
bring  about  a  greater  feeling  of  confidence  in  douicstic-manufactured 
goods,  the  entire  object  will  not  be  accomplished  until  the  present 
tariff  hnrriern;,  those  of  State  export  taxes,  shall  have  been  removed. 


The  Japanese  Government  has  appointed  four  experts  and  one 
secretariat  in  Taiwan  (Formosa)  to  iifomotc  the  tea  industry  there. 

,1    I   Goot^lc 
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mPOSTAHCE  OF  COLLECTITE  SEJJISQ  IK  INDUSTRIAL  SECOK- 
STBITCTION  IN  FRANCE. 

(Commercial  Allaclie  Pierce  C.  Wllllomi.  Pnrla,  July  6.1 

The  American  manufactiirer  who  looks  forward  to  selling  arti- 
cles needed  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  destroyed  industries  of 
France  should  prepare  for  a  revolutionary  change  in  French  methods 
of  purchasing  when  the  war  ends.  Instead  ol  selling  to  thousands 
of  individual  buyers  the  materials  each  will  need  to  rebuild  his  de- 
stroyed or  damaged  factory,  the  Ameiiennmamifacturer  will  deal 
with  a  small  number  of  central  purchasing  agencies,  representing 
groups  of  French  manufacturers  engaged  in  the  same  or  related  in- 
dustries and  assisted  by  the  credit  of  the  French  Government.  Un- 
less, therefore,  the  American  manufacturer  prepares  for  cooperative 
selling  he  may  be  under  a  serious  handicap  as  far  as  furnishing  in- 
dustrial assistance  to  France  after  the  war  is  concerned.  Scattered 
Ajiierican  selling  efforts  will  not  be  able  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  huge  purchasing  power  of  several  thousand  French  consumers 
exercised  tlirough  State-aided  buying  organizations. 

The  French  manufacturer  has  sometimes  been  regarded  as  the  most 
individualistic  of  business  men,  and  only  the  size  and  complexity  of 
the  task  of  industrial  reconstruction  of  the  invaded  regions  has 
caused  him  to  accept  such  a  radical  change  in  his  business  methods 
as  collective  buying.  He  realizes  that  the  task  of  repairing  the 
devastation  wrought  during  the  last  four  years  is  too  gigantic  to 
handle  with  the  individualistic  and  competitive  methods  that  pre- 
vailed befoi'e  the  war. 
Extent  ol  InduEtiial  Damage  In  France. 

]t  is  difficult  to  give  any  adequate  idea  of  the  extent  of  this  damage. 
Wliile  the  area  that  has  been  under  (Jerman  occupation  for  alni(^ 
four  years  is  small,  as  comparWl'  with-  corresi>ondiHg^  regions  in  the 
United  States,  it  should  be  Icept  in  mind  that  prior  to  August,  1914, 
northern  and  eastern  France,  with  Belgium,  constituted  one  of  the 
world's  busiest  workshops.  In  the  invaded  Departments  of  France 
alone  (Meurthe-et-Moselle,  Ardennes,  Somnie,  Aisne,  Nord,  Pas  de 
Calais,  etc.)  there  were  nearly  2C,000  factories  and  industrial  estab- 
lishments. These  factories  represented  more  than  30  per  cent  of  the 
industrial  output  of  all  of  France.  Before  the  war  the  Depart- 
ments now  occupied  by  the  enemy  furni-slied  France  with  the  fol- 
lowing proportion  of  the  countrj^  s  total  production  of  the  articles 
named:  Iron  ore,  DO  per  cent;  pig  iron,  83  per  cent;  steel.  75  per 
cent;  coal,  70  |>er  cent;  combed  wool,  94  [ler  cent;  linen  thread,  90  per 
cent :  sugar,  05  per  cent. 

While  the  curtain  of  war  shuts  off  all  normal  communication  be- 
tween the  owners  of  factories  in  the  invaded  districts  and  their 
property,  information  is  constantly  being  brought  back  to  them  in 
various  ways.  Workmen,  engineers,  and  superintendents  who  were 
caught  in  the  north  of  France  when  the  German  army  i-olled  through 
have  gradually  worked  their  way  back  to  Paris  as  their  repatriation 
has  been  accomplished.  The  information  they  bring  gives  an  answer 
to  the  question  as  to  what  remains  of  French  industrial  establish- 
ments in  the  invaded  districts.  In  many  localities  and  in  numerous 
industries,  it  may  truthfully  bo  said  that  literally  nothing  remains. 
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Coal  mines  have  been  flooded,  aod  ^ears  will  elapse  before  ooal  will 
be  hoisted  out  of  them  again.  Electric-power  stations  and  their  trans- 
inission  lines  have  in  many  cases  been  thoroughly  dismantled,  the 
machinery  carried  off  by  the  Germans,  and  the  copper  wire  sold  at 
auction.  Practically  all  of  the  equipment  in  metal-working  plants, 
all  the  cotton,  linen,  and  wool  spinning  macliinery.  together  with 
wool-combing  plants  and  textile  looms,  have  been  systematically  pil- 
laged. Repatriated  workmen  bring  back  word  that  machines  have 
been  skillfully  taken  apart  and  all  the  copper  and  alloys  in  the 
bearings  sent  into  Germany  for  remelting.  In  many  cases,  after  this 
was  done,  the  iron  frame  was  broken  up  and  turned  over  to  German 
scrap-iron  dealei-s.  Steel  structurcfj  have  been  taken  down,  and  the 
sheet-iron  roofs  and  steel  columns  and  beams  have  either  been  sent 
back  into  Germany  or  used  elsewhere  in  the  war  zone.  Sugar  re- 
fineries and  breweries  may  be  considered  as  completely  destroyed. 
Machine  shops  finished  just  before  the  war  br(>kc  out  have  been 
razed  to  4he  ground,  and,  if  in  the  rear  of  the  battle  line  the  enemy 
has  continuea  in  operation  certain  plants  (hat  are  capable  of  serving 
his  purposes,  there  is  every  likelihood  that  they  will  later  be  deliber- 
ately destroyed. 
Estimate  of  Cost  of  Destrojeil  Induttries. 

Figures  give  little  idea  of  the  material  destroyed.  But,  l)ecause 
there  is  no  other  way,  the  following  statistics  ai-e  given  as  represent- 
ing the  cost  of  construction  before  the  war  of  a  few  of  the  industries 
of  northern  France  that  are  known  to  have  suffet-e<l  worst;  they  are 
furnished  by  a  trustworthy  and  semiofficial  source: 

Spiunlug  of  c-ombtHl  wool   (2,400,000  MDhidles) 102,000,000 

Spinning  of  cotton  (2.800,000  apludles) 184,000,000 

SplDQlng  of  flas  (500,000  .^pUitllea) 100,000,000 

Wool  wenvlnc  (5G,000  looms) - 92,000,000 

Weaving  Of  ckrrtii  cloth  (28,000  looms). .„.' -W. 000, 000 

Central  electric  stations  and  linPs  of  <1lstr!butioii.  (300.000  kw.)_  2-10,000,000 

Machlnerj  and  electrical  luanufncturiiig  plants r>i^),  000. 000 

Sugar  refineries I3ii.000,000 

Breweries J.__  137, 000,  OOO 

Small  inochtne  shops 350,000.000 

Coal  mines 000,000,000 

Iron  mines,  blast  furnaces,  and  steel  works 2,  iXM),  000, 000 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  value  of  the  land  on  which  build- 
ings stood;  nor  (with  the  exception  of  the  coal  mines,  the  blast  fur- 
naces, and  steel  works)  do  they  include  the  value  of  the  buildings 
themselves.  Neither  do  they  include  the  value  of  stocks  of  raw 
materials  and  merchandise  in  course  of  manufacfnre.  The  loss  of 
these  stocks  may  he  considered  as  complete. 

In  addition  to  the  industries  mentioned,  there  were  many  other 
flourishing  trades  represented  by  up-to-date  installations.  Ice-mak- 
ing plants,  glass  works,  public  worKS,  gas  and  water  works,  pottery 
works,  oil  works,  flour  mills,  printing  plants,  establishments  for 
dyeing  and  bleaching  textiles,  food-conserving  plants,  chemical  and 
fertilizer  warks,  etc.,  abounded  in  the  invaded  regions  of  France. 
Their  buildings,  tools,  and  stocks  of  merchandise  represented  an 
tnormous  outlay  of  capital. 

The  cost  of  replacing  these  industries  to-day  is  conservatiTdly 
estimated  as  neatly  three  times  the  original  cost. 

L_,ooglc 
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Btate  Undertake  1  Beconatrnctlon  Task. 

_  From  the  moment  when  the  question  of  restoring  the  industrial 
life  of  the  invaded  districts  ivas  first  discussed  there  was  general 
agreement  that  the  task  was  so  gigantic  tliat  only  the  State  coidd 
successfnlly  undertake  its  accomplishment.  As  early  as  December 
23,  1914,  the  French  Government  enunciated  the  principle  that 
any  damage  caused  by  tlie  war  should  be  a  charge  on  tlie  French 
nation  as  a  whole.  In  other  words,  no  matter  what  terms  of  peace 
might  be  agreed  upon,  no  matter  what  intlemnities  or  reparation 
might  be  exacted  from  enemy  countries,  the  manufacturer  whose 
property  had  been  destroyed  or  damaged  would  be  entitled  to  look 
to  the  French  Government  for  the  means  of  resuming  industrial 
activity  in  the  same  locality  in  which  he  was  manufacturing  when 
war  overwhelmed  him. 

From  the  beginning,  also,  there  was  general  agreement  regarding 
the  form  that  this  indemnity  from  the  Government  to  the  stricken 
manufacturers  should  take.  It  was  not  cash  the  owner  of  a  damaged 
factory  wonted,  but  merchandise — bricks,  steel,  and  mortar  with 
which  to  construct  new  buildings,  machinery  to  put  into  them,  and 
raw  materials  with  which  to  commence  manufacturing.  A  system 
of  cash  indemnities,  as  pointed  out  by  the  Paris  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce on  May  12,  l!tl5,  is  obviously  unsound  and  fraught  with  dan- 
ger. For,  e**en  with  the  replacement  value  of  his  destroyed  factory 
in  his  hand,  tlie  French  manufacturer  would  not  lie  sure  of  obtain- 
ing the  materials  necessary  to  reconstruct  it.  The  payment  of 
cash  indemnities  to  thousands  of  individual  manufacturers  would 
inevitably  produce  the  fiercest  kind  of  competition.  They  would 
all  enter  the  world's  markets  at  the  same  time,  and  the  resulting 
increase  in  the  price  of  materials  and  equipment  would  in  all  prob- 
ability eat  up  a  large  part  of  the  indemnity,  without  insuring  to  the 
purchaser  the  materials  he  required.  Such  a  plan  might  delay  the' 
reconstruction  of  industrial  life  in  the  invaded  regions  of  France 
for  years  to  come. 

If.  then,  the  State  was  to  a-'sume  the  obligation  of  supjilylng  the 
stricken  manufacturers  with  the  raw  materials,  the  machinery  and 
tools  to  enable  them  to  resume  manufacturing  with  the  briefest  pos- 
sible delay,  the  most  important  thing  was  to  create  a  central  bureau 
to  purchase  everything  needed  to  restore  the  industries  that  had 
been  damaged,  "there  was.  however,  deeply  rooted  objection  to  the 
State's  undertaking  the  actual  purchase  and  distribution  of  these 
materials.  French  Government  officials  were  among  the  first  to  rec- 
ognize this  objection.  Minister  of  Conunerce  Clementel  declare<l  that 
a  Government  department  could  not  possibly  have  the  flexibility 
and  rapidity  of  decision  indispensable  for  success  in  such  an  under- 
taking. He  expressed  him.self  as  in  favor  of  a  private  organization 
representing  the  manufacturer.^  themselves,  conducted  without  profit 
Rnd  serving  as  the  proxy  of  the  State  in  the  purchase  of  needed  mate- 
rials. Obviously,  the  persons  best  equipped  to  undertake  the  actual 
purchase  and  distribution  of  these  materials  were  the  owners  and 
managers  of  the  damaged  industries.  'They  knew  better  than  any- 
one else  what  they  would  require  for  reconstruction  of  their  own 
factories. 
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Kannfactmen  Oigaiilze  AsBoeUtloD 

This  idea  ttxA  concretfl  form  in  the  latter  part  of  1915  with  the 
orgniiization  of  the  Association  Centrale  poor  la  Reprise  de  I'Aetivit^ 
Industrieile  dans  les  Regions  Enrahies  (Central  Association  for  the 
Restoration  of  Industrial  Life  in  the  Invaded  Regions) .  The  asso- 
ciation nnmbers  ovpr  1,000  of  the  mannfactmrrs  of  the  invaded 
regions  of  France.  Small  roannfactnrers  ts  weti  as  large  are 
represented,  the  membership  fee  being  only  $10  a  T«ir.  For  more 
effective  study  of  the  best  mraos  of  bringing  aboat  the  speedy 
reconstitHtion  of  industry  the  membership  is  grouped  as  foflows: 
(1)  Textile  indnstriesj  (2)  mining,  metallurgical j  maehine,  and 
electrical  cwistrtiction  indiKtries;  (3)  agricnltunil  indnstries,  snch 
as  sngar  refineries,  distilleries,  breweries,  ftour  mills^  and  frail- 
conserving  plants;  (4)  miscellaneous  industries,  including  all  those 
not  faffing  within  the  three  preceding  categwies.  The  following 
statement  shows  the  different  industries  classified  in  the  fonr  groups: 


reti. 

iSftviii^  EbrvwL 

Ttil.le, 

Embroidery,  lace,  pi.s.*>(nfiiterte. 

BleartiinK  imtl  Hyeiiie. 

DreieiDieklutr. 

itt^ieiHakiog   an<l    twlae.    cables,    a*d 

Silk  tlireail  (Rclius  niitl  Kuubalx). 
f'orHtlHonfnif  houfles. 
Beating  iiMl  wwtinff  <rf  rai?^  and  waste. 
M»nKfactare  nf  skew  taces. 

INKHV.    A.SB    Kr.KCTKlCAl.    fOnSTBL'CTlON 


Wool  wnwhiiig  natl  «imblng. 

Wool  Rpiuniiig  awl  twintini^ 

SpiBDiDg  o(  eardeU.  nool. 

Weaving  (rf  woolen  cliitlis. 

Cotton  weaving, 

^Inntns  of  linen  threnil  and  tow. 

^nntne  of  hemp. 

Spinning   attd   vvetTln;;   of   Jute    (^ut« 

ba£s  and  cCotli). 
Linen  clotTiH. 
Upholstery  clot  I  is. 
Carpets. 
BoDDeterte.. 


MutuF  veliifles. 

Files  and  toolv. 

Wlre-drawinp. 

Bolt.s  and  ntits. 

Nails,   hnchlfs.  screwn.  pins,  etc. 

Chains  and  cableH. 

Ele4.-tric  motors. 

Electric  apparatus  and  lixtni'es. 

Electric  la  nips. 

Tabes     in     iron,     nteel.     ii>|ir>er,     and 

altimiiiutn. 
Bonders'  hai-dwai-e,  lucks,  etc. 


Bolter  V 


irfc. 


AKricnItilral   uiacliilipry. 

Irou    foundries,    including    niallRHble 

Foundries   of   copiicT,   broiixe,    uliiiul. 

mim,    zinc,    platinum,    nickel,    and 

lead. 
Machine  tools. 
Railway     iimterlul.     Incluiliii;;    slreet- 

i-nllway  sii[iplies  ani!  ec[uipnn'iit. 
Mine  anil  mill  sii].plies. 


t  mine 


Steel  wwlw  (sofl  and  speciul  steels). 

Meri'liHiit  ndlls. 

Heatl»(f  »ml  raillntinc  appamtns. 

Bulls  and  bait  Itearinf^. 

Heavy  maclilBerj, 

Textile  machinery. 

WoinhvorkinK  nmcblncry. 

Public  MjrhtinK  ctimpanies. 

Builders  t>t  steiitn  en^itnes. 

Kiecti-lc-power  stations. 

Tramway  coniiiaales. 

Sfiiniiihwrs. 

llanufnetiiiTi-s  of  springs. 
Auto  iiarts. 
Horse  siioes. 
Fabricated  steel,  girders, 
Hardware  and  kitchen  ii 
Enameletl-iron   ware. 
Alios  (steel). 
Kneading  machines. 
Stifes. 


etc. 
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;.  AmcvLTmuL  nwvmiEs-  gsoup. 


nt 


Sosar  retiaerim. 

llMlDa'Ics  falc«luil>. 

Biev«rl«s  and  raaltLne  eslabUH)im«at& 

MUlerv. 

on  worfcst 


CWeory. 

r*rt1IIiera   (artificial). 

Potato  flonir. 

Clioi.>olate.  preserroa,  etc. 

Pastes.  iiliineiiliLry  (luncaronl,  He.), 


Petrolcviii  retiiierias. 

Transport  (liniiliiiB). 

Tile  and  krFrlt. 

Stmw  UaLs. 

Buttoua,  bru.-Jn!a.  etc 

Cooppragp  jwiiT  hncrets. 

Pa^trifitct  »B*  wTifEen  ftiiHtThtg. 

CeUiiloid. 

Refrac'tui-y   UHitttrlitl    (ruri!' britrk>. 

EartlipnwaiP, 

Warehoiislii;.'. 

Quarrjliu?  'inrf  ^tlaitev 

Sonp  fiietfurk*. 

Uriiiibitane!)  mul  poliitUiiUg  nutei'tala. 

•Tliip  iind  niufllugt. 


Bottle  and  gluss  \^'o^ks. 

Tableware  and  crystals. 

Gliemlcal  products. 

I^etng  ftoA  tOBDiae  uutPriaJs. 

Paper  mniH, 

PrintlnR  «hops. 

TaD«erl«e,  Inrlndiai;  Miijl 

Rubber  gooris. 

Sboe  aumnfai-'tui-liv;. 

Sawmills  and  woodworking, 

Leathep  gooiis.  harness,  travetfirs' 

tk-heti. 
Psttery,  poirebitK,.  etc. 
Euuiuel  liirt). 
Ci)[itnicU*s. 

Ciirpenters  and  lion^^c  <-ontrai:tora. 
ExplmiiTes. 
SnbeommJttees  Vomied  for  Different  IndvstEies. 

Tlie  A:i£iOt:iiition  CeotraJc  is  fiiLthot'  ussh^ted  in  it^  studies  of  ttw 
restoration  of  incfividnal  industries  b_v  so-called  (^omit4s  Ke^omuix 
et  Corporaiiih  (Ro^cmal  aad  Tiade  Siibcoinniittees) ,  The  cxist- 
ipg  suI>couimitte«s  are  the  following:  (I)  Committee  of  Woole& 
Goods  Maiiufaeturerh,  created  .\pril  18,  lt)lUi  (2)  Couinittee  oi 
Wool  CoBibei-s^  created  May  8,  l!)l(i;  (3)  Cumniittpv  for  Mining  and 
Metaltui'gj'.  created  May  17,  Il)l<>;  (4)  Cuouuittee.  for  tha  MecBJUU- 
cal  and  Electi'ical  Con-struct ion  Trades^  created  July  5,  1910;.  ^5) 
Conuuittce  of  Manufacturers  of  Carpets  and  C^IioUlering  FabrieSf 
created  August  3, 1910;  (6)  Committee  for  the  Light  Steel  ludustrj^ 
Metal  Stamping,  etc..  created  August  2:1.  IdlC:  (7)  Committee  of 
I^'eing,  EJeaching,  and  Printing  (Tezttile)  Trades^  created  Septem- 
ber 27,  1916;  (S)  Committee  of  Cotton.  Spinuer.s  and  Maniifxctureis 
of  Sewing  Thread,  created  December  6.  191C;  (9)  Committee  o^f 
JFlour  Millers,  created  February  "21,  ISJIT;  (10)  Committee  B^re- 
senting  the  Manufacturers  of  Tulles.  Laces,  nnd  EmbroLderv.  cre- 
ated March  18,  1917. 

One  exuDiple  of  tlie  valuable  aid  furnished  by  these  industrial 
subcommittees  i.s  the  report  prepared  by  the  Ciinimittec  of  Woolea 
Goods  Manufacturers,  describing  the  iuiportance  oi  the  French  w«oI 
iiuli^tr}'  before  tke  war  and  empliasi^dng  the  special  ci>n.si<kEatioBe 
Birces£ar>'  to  its  rei-stablLshment  as  soon  as  tlw  treaty  of  peace  is 
signed. 
CcBtra)  Voyiat  Agvaty  Bstabtished. 

The  Association  Centrale,  however,  wiw  unable.  iM'cause  of  tlve  gen- 
eral law  governing  its  operation,  to  interest  itself  in  cominorciitl  en- 
terprises Kko  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  nierehandisi'.  It 
eomd  not  go  beyond  the  prepiinitioii  of  purchasin"  programs  based 
on  the  studies  of  its  expert  committees.  This  de^ct  was  correcteij 
in   August,   1910,  by   the   organization   of   the   Comptoir   CentrM 
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d'AcIiats  Indii«triels  pour  les  Eegions  Envahica  (Central  Bureau 
for  Industrial  Purchases  for  the  Invaded  Regions).  It  is  a  soci^tfi 
anonyme,  or  stock  company.  The  capital  stock  is  1,000,000  francs 
(roughly  $-200,000),  and  the  par  value  of  the  shares  is  100  francs  or 
$'20.  The  stock  is  held  by  2ii6  members  of  the  Association  Centrale. 
The  low  value  of  the  shares  was  determined  upon  by  the  founders 
of  the  Association  Centrale  in  order  that  tlie  purchasing  bureau 
should  always  represent  the  small  as  well  as  the  large  manufucturers, 
and  thereby  retain  a  democratic  character. 
SOTemment  Control  of  Baying  A^ncy's  Work. 

The  support  of  the  State,  without  which,  obviously,  the  Comptoir 
Central  d'Achats  could  not  undertake  operations,  was  provided  for 
by  a  law  laid  before  the  French  Chanibre  des  Deputes  on  June  4, 
iyi7,  and  enacted  August  6,  1917.  It  provided  for  a  preliminary 
credit  of  250,000,000  fi-ancs  ($50,000,000)  to  be  u.sed  as  a  fund  out 
of  which  the  Comptoir  Central  would  make  its  purchases. 

That  the  French  Government  has  definitely  conunitte<l  itself  to  the 
principle  of  collective  purchasing  of  reconstruction  materials  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  a  formal  agreement  was  entered  into  on 
October  4,  1017,  between  the  Ministers  of  Commerce  and  Finance, 
representing  the  French  Government,  and  the  directors  of  the  Comp- 
toir Central,    ■ 

In  order  to  show  the  quasi-official  character  of  the  Comptoir  Cen- 
tral, it  may  be  well  briefly  to  cite  the  principal  provisions  of  this 
contract: 

Before  entering  into  any  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  reconstruc- 
tion materials,  the  Comptoir  Central  is  required  to  submit  to  the 
Ministry  of  Commerce  estimates  of  the  quantity  and  nature  of  ma- 
terials needed  for  the  restoration  of  a  specific  industiy.  These  esti- 
mates or  purcliasing  programs  must  state  the  souree  of  the  materials 
and  the  approximate  purchase  price.  No  jmrchases  may  be  made 
until  the  purchase  estimate  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce. 

Tlie  French  Government  authorizes  the  Comptoir  Central  not  only 
to  make  purchases  but  to  store  the  materials  and  distribute  them 
among  the  manufacturers  of  the  invaded  regions  when  the  work  of 
reconstruction  commences.  This  authority  has  been  granted  because 
the  Comptoir  Central  will  probably  have  a  great  deal  of  material 
to  distribute  besides  that  which  it  purchases.  It  may  have  to  dis- 
tribute for  the  Government  stocks  of  material  and  tools  and  equip- 
ment that  are  left  over  when  tlie  manufacture  of  munitions  of  war 
ceases. 

Naturally,  much  of  the  equipment  needed  for  reconstituting  the 
damaged  industries  of  France  is  of  special  character  and  will  have 
to  be  manufactured  to  order.  This  is  particularly  true  of  textile 
machinery,  electrical  generating  machinery, '  steel-mill  equipment, 
boilers,  engines,  etc.  On  the  other  hand,  enormous  quantities  of 
construction  materials,  such  as  iron  and  steel,  lumber,  bricks,  sand, 
cement,  copper,  and  zinc  will  be  needed.  The  Comptoir  Central  is 
authorized,  after  approval  by  the  Government  of  purchasing  esti- 
mates, to  accumulate  such  stocks  for  distribution  among  the  man- 
ufacturers as  soon  as  they  are  in  position  to  commence  the  work  of 
x-estoration.  1,^ 
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Stoc^  of  irwi  ore,  pig  iron  cotton,  linen,  wool,  etc.,  must  also  be 
accumulated  to  enable  manufacturers  to  resume  manufacturing  as 
soon  as  possible.  No  individual  -will  be  pwrnitted  to  receive  more 
tlian  a  three  months'  normal  supply  of  such  materials,  and  he  must 
undertake  to  use  the  material  only  in  the  invaded  regions.  He 
may  pay  for  it  in  ca;^,  or  he  may  have  the  value  of  the  material 
charfi(>d  as  an  installment  against  the  indemnity  due  him  from  the 
Government. 

The  price  nt  which  materials  are  delivered  will  be  arrived  at  by 
adding  to  the  net  cast  of  pnrcliase,  the  freight,  insurance,  handling 
chaises,  warehousing,  and  incidental  expenses,  including  the  amorti- 
zation of  the  purchase  fund. 

The  Comptoir  Central  is  authorized  to  pay  freight,  insurance, 
warehousing  charges,  liandling,  etc.,  out  of  funds  placed  at  its  dis- 
posal by  the  Government.  Large  payments  to  cover  purchases  will 
bo  disbursed  by  the  French  Treasury  on  orders  of  payment  properly 
certified  by  the  Minister  of  Commerce. 

The  contract  between  the  (Jovernment  and  the  Comptoir  Central 
specifies  the  accounts  that  are  to  be  kept  and  makes  them  subject  to 
audit  by  the  Inspector  General  of  Finances. 

Wliilc  the  Comptoir  is  not  permitted  to  make  anv  profit  beyond 
paying  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  on  the  capital  paid  in  by  the 
members  of  the  Comptoir  and  actually  employed  in  its  operations, 
to  cover  its  expenses  of  operation  it  is  permitted  to  charge  small  com- 
missions. The  Government  agrees  to  pay  the  Comptoir  1  per  cent  on 
all  simis  disbursed  by  it  for  the  account  of  the  Government.  In 
addition,  the  Comptoir  may  charge  the  individual  who  receives  mer- 
cliaiKlise  one-half  of  1  per  cent  on  the  value  of  the  goods  turned  over 
to  him  to  be  used  for  reconstruction  purposes. 

All  decisions  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Comptoir  Central 
are  subject  to  review  by  the  French  Government:  It  will'  be  seen' 
from  the  foregoing  that  the  Government  exercises  strict  control  over 
the  Comptoir  Central  and  its  operations.  The  office  charged  with 
this  supervision  is  called  the  Office  de  Reconstitution  Indnstrielle  des 
IMpartements  Victimes  de  i'lnvasion,  which  is  a  council  consisting 
of  eight  Government  officials  and  eight  members  of  the  Comptoir 
Central  d' Achats. 
Pnrckases  Hot  Kow  BeiiLg:  Kade. 

It  sliould  be  clearly  undei-stood  by  American  mauufucturers  that 

Sirchases  for  industrial  reconstruction  are  not  being  made  by  the 
omptoir  Central  nt  the  present  moment.  The  French  nation  is  not 
allowing  its  gra^e  concern  in  the  task  of  the  future  to  distract  its 
attention  from  the  task  of  the  pi-esent.  Before  the  work  of  repairing 
the  war's  damage  can  be  undertaken,  the  war  must  first  be  won. 
And  to  win  the  war  every  foot  of  steamship  space  must  be  given 
over  to  the  tran.sportation  of  troops  and  war  supplies.  For  tjio  time 
being,  tlierefore,  no  freight  space  can  be  spared,  not  even  for  the  im- 
portation of  materials  that  must  be  on  hand  before  industrial  recon- 
struction in  the  invaded  regions  can  proceed, 
Srstem  of  Estimating  Patuie  Iteqa  Ire  meats. 

In  the  meantime  the  Comptoir  Centra!  is  busying  itself  in  making 
estimates  of  the  materials  that  each  industry  will  need.  These  studies 
are  being  made  in  a  painstaking  manner.     It  is  oUviously  difficultj^o 
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arrire  at  any  accurate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  replacement,  but  the 
procedure  is  as  follows:  The  Comptoir  Central  starts  with  the 
known  fact  that  before  the  war  a  given,  industry  represented  so  many 
producing  units.  In  the  cotton  spinning  and  weaving  trades,  for 
example,  the  number  of  spindles  and  looms  is  known.  Unit  costs  of 
installation  are  arrived  at  by  taking  the  best  information  available. 
The  Coinite  Corporatif  is  called  upon  to  supplement  this  rough 
estimate  of  the  original  cost  of  the  textile  plants  in  operation  m 
August,  1914,  with  additional  data  regarding  the  cost  of  buildings, 
of  boiler  plants  and  machine  shops,  of  stocks  of  raw  materials  in 
process  or  manufacture,  etc.  In  this  way  a  more  accurate  figure  is 
arrived  at  as  representing  (he  original  cost  of  the  entire  investment 
in  spinning  and  weaving  plants  for  cotton.  The  latest  information 
available  is  then  brought  to  hear  upon  the  question  of  what  percent- 
age of  the  cotton  spinning  and  weaving  industries  has  been  destroyed. 
Uy  checking  and  rechecking  these  figures  with  accounts  brought  by 
repatriated  inhabitants  of  the  invaded  regions,  a  fairly  accurate 
estimate  is  made  of  the  value  of  (he  investment  damaged  by  the  war. 
Costs  of  replacement,  based  on  present  market  prices,  are  then  calcu- 
lated for  buildings,  machinery,  supplies,  and  the  raw  materials 
needed  for  manufacturing. 

This  estimate — extremely  general  and  claiming  no  gi-eat  exact- 
ness— is  then  submitted  to  tlie  Office  of  Restoration,  in  the  Minis- 
ti-y  of  Blockade  and  Liberated  Regions.  The  experts  of  the  Govern- 
ment go  over  the  estimates.  If  they  approve  them,  they  return  the 
program  to  the  Comptoir  Central  with  instructions  to  prepare  a 
more  detailed  purchasing  program.  The  Comptoir  then  calls  upon 
the  Comite  Corporatif  representing  the  industry  that  is  the  subject 
of  study  at  the  moment.  The  Comite  takes  up  tlie  problem  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  individual  manufacturer,  obtaining  from  him 
specifications  of  the  machinery  and  supplies  he  will  require  to  resume 
operations.  Naturally  final  approval  can  not  be  had  for  any  pur- 
chasing program  until  the  Comptoir  is  in  a  position  to  submit  pur- 
chase contracts  to  the  Government,  and  tliis  is  not  possible  under 
existing  conditions.  Arrangements  must  fii'st  be  made  to  provide 
the  enormous  reservoir  of  credit  needed  to  finance  reconstruction 
purchases,  and  to  set  free  from  war  needs  the  freight  space  required 
for  the  transportation  of  reconstruction  materials. 

About  half  of  the  industries  listed  in  the  four  groups  have 
already  been  surveyed  in  the  preliminary  way  described  above.  In 
many  of  them  it  is  impossible  to  make  estimates  of  the  damage  done 
or  the  cost  of  restoration,  because  the  engineers  and  technical  men 
in  many  cases  are  still  behind  the  German  lines. 

Equally  important  in  this  preparatory  stage,  however,  is  the  work 
of  establishing  contact  with  pros]>ective  suppliers,  so  that  every- 
thing may  be  ready  for  the  signing  of  contracts  as  soon  as  the 
work!  turns  from  war  to  peace. 
Individual  Finns  Unable  to  Xeet  Situation. 

Since  the  United  States  must  naturally  be  counted  upon  to  aid 
France  in  the  work  of  industrial  reconstruction,  the  Comptoir 
Central  is  intPicsted  in  getting  in  touch  with  American  mnntifac- 
tiirei-R.  One  of  the  directors  of  the  Comptoir  Central  informed  me 
that  there  would  be  little  use  in  having  individual  American  manu- 
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factarers  aend  catalogues  to  the  Comptoir  Central,  or  enter  into  pre- 
liminary correspondence  with  it  with  a  view  to  taking  orders  later 
on.  It  has  already  been  emphasized  in  this  report  that  the  task  of 
restoring  the  destrojed  industries  of  France  is  too  huge  for  indi- 
vidual and  competitive  buying.  The  directors  of  the  Comptoir  Cen- 
tral are  equally  certain  that  it  will  be  out  of  the  ((uestion  for  isolated 
American  iirms,  no  matter  how  large  or  well  equipped  they  may  be 
in  their  own  special  branch  of  manufactui-e,  to  meet  the  demand  that 
will  be  made  upon  them  by  France  for  the  restoration  of  the  invaded 
regions.  It  is  with  groups  of  American  m»nufacturer>; — each  group 
capable  of  supplying  a  certain  industry  in  the  invaded  district  with 
all  of  the  materials  and  special  equipment  needed  for  its  restoration 
— that  the  Comptoir  Central  wishes  to  establish  relations  at  this 
time. 
Mcedi  of  the  Sngvr  and  Textile  Industries. 

Let  me  .illustrate  what  is  meant  by  taking  the  sugar  industry  of 
the  occupied  territory.  In  the  mauufacture  of  sugar-refining  ap- 
paratus the  United  States  occupies  a  leading  position.  But  the 
French  sugar  refiners,  whose  plants  have  been  damaged  or  destroyed 
by  the  war.  do  not  expect  to  approach  as  individuals  the  American 
suppliers  of  sugar- refining  machinery.  They  will,  on  the  contrarj', 
present  a  united  purchasing  front  through  either  the  Comptoir  Cen- 
ti-al  or  some  other  organization  like  it,  and  they  expwt  to  be  able  to 
make  contracts  with  firms  representing  groups  of  manufacturers 
capable  of  furnishing  what  they  require  for  reconstruction  down  to 
the  last  pipe  and  gauge. 

Tlie  te-ttde  indvistry  of  the  in\udcd  regions  furnishes  another  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  collective  selling  methods.  Tlie  tentative  plans  for 
the  reconstruction  of  that  industry,  according  to  a  statement  made 
to  mo  by  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Comptoir  Central,  call  for  the 
purchase  of  the  nccessarv  ma.cjMuery  in  a  country  where  it  can  i^ 
most  readily  obtained  and  where  it  can  be  purchased  througti  collec- 
tive selling  organizations. 
Pioblems  Faced  b?  the  Steel  Industt;. 

The  restoration  of  the  French  steel  industry  will  serve  as  a  final 
illustration  of  the  need  for  group  selling  on  the  part  of  jVinericau 
suppliers  of  iron-mining  and  steel-works  equipment. 

The  steel  industry,  for  obvious  reasons,  must  be  restored  as  quickly 
as  possible,  so  that  it  uiaj'  furnish  iron  and  steel  products  to  replace 
the  other  industries  destroyed  by  tlie  war.  The  restoration  of  the 
steel  industry  alone  will  be  an  enormous  undertaking.  Ninety  per 
cent  of  the  21,000.000  tons  of  iron  ore  mined  in  France  came  from  the 
mines  of  the  Department  of  Me urthe-et- Moselle ;  8i>  per  cent  of  the 
5,000.000  tons  of  ]>ig  iron  prodTiced  in  France  was  smelted  in  blast 
furnaces  in  the  eastern  and  northern  districts  of  the  country;  and  75 
per  cent  of  the  ingots  made  in  France  were  cast  in  the  steel  works 
of  the  regions  now  occupied  by  the  Germans. 

How  can  this  vital  industry  be  reconstructed  except  by  collective 
effort?  To  get  some  idea  of  the  need  for  cooperation,  let  us  reverse 
the  picture.  Imagine  western  Pennsylvania  ravaged  by  earthquake 
and  fire.  Houses  lie  in  ruins,  railwaj'  tracks  are  torn  up,  bridges  arc 
broken  down  and  lie  in  the  bed  of  the  streams,  coal  mines  are  Hooded 
with  water  and  their  hoisting  apparatus  is  bent  into  unrecognizable 
forms  of  twisted  metal,  blast  furnaces  and  steel  works  are  pilesij^ 
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crumbling  brick.  Imagine  this  blackened  and  uninhabited  country 
suddenly  repcopled  and  eager  to  resume  its  former  industrial  ac- 
tivity, ITniilile  to  find  machinery  or  materials  near  by,  the  stricken 
manufacturers  of  western  Pennsj'lwnia  must  send  3,000  miles  across 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  France  for  help.  In  such  a  situation  what 
would  they  do?  Un<|uestionably  they  would  first  of  all  band  them- 
selves together  for  cooperative  buying,  so  that  there  should  not  be 
destructive  competition  and  a  wasteful  scramble  for  materials.  And 
when  this  joint  eifort  had  secured  an  approximate  inventory  of  what 
remained  and  gained  a  fair  working  idea  of  what  was  needed  in  the 
way  of  tools,  machinery,  and  raw  materials,  would  not  the  American 
victims  of  such  a  disaster  next  looJi  for  some  collective  selling  coun- 
terpart to  their  collective  purchasing? 

In  any  case  present  indications  are  that  the  French  sfee!  makers 
whose  plants  the  war  has  blotted  out  of  existence  will  attempt  to 
bring  about  the  restoration  of  their  blast  furnaces,  converters,  and 
rolling  mills  by  collective  buying  through  the  Comptoir  Central 
d'Achafs  or  some  other  organization  affiliated  witli  it.  The  adoption 
of  this  principle  for  after  the  war  is  a  natural  outcome  of  the  tend- 
ency toward  concentration,  integration,  and  association  that  char- 
acterized the  French  steel  industry  before  the  war.  In  place  of 
numerous  small  steel  plants  in  existence  15  or  20  years  ago,  the  steel 
production  of  France  to-day  is  centralized  in  a  comparatively  few 
strong  companies,  and  many  of  these  companies  are  complet^-ly  inte- 
grated; that  is,  they  operate  their  own  coal  mines  and  their  own 
by-product  coke  ovens;  they  reduce  the  iron  ore  hoisted  out  of  their 
own  mines  in  their  own  blast  furnaces,  and  they  convert  the  pig  iron 
into  steel  in  their  own  Thomas  convcrtei-s  and  Martin  ftirnaces. 
Over  90  per  cent  of  the  steel  output  of  France  is  represented  in  the 
Comite  des  Forges,  the  iron  and  steel  asscxriation  of  that  country. 
And  for  some  years  the  French  stet^l  makers  have  sold  a  large  part 
of  their  product  through  comptoirs  or  centra!  selling  offices.  It  is 
not  surprising,  thei-efore,  that  tlie  French  steel  makers,  when  con- 
fronted with  the  task  of  meeting  the  overwhelming  disaster  which 
the  war  has  brought  them,  sliould  pursue  their  Jiolicy  of  clo-er  trad© 
association  to  the  point  of  adopting  cooperative  buying  of  recon- 
struction materials. 

The  Fi-e.ach  steel  men  believe  that  one  of  the  best  ways  for  America 
to  help  them  is  by  placing  at  their  disposal  as  soon  as  the  war  ends 
some  tried  form  of  cooperative  selling.  The  French  steel  makers  do 
not  wish  to  be  obliged  to  obtain  prices  from  several  huntlred  Ameri- 
can firms  engaged  in  the  business  of  supplying  the  thousands  of 
articles  needed  in  the  construction  of  steel  works.  They  hope  to  bo 
able  through  their  central  buying  offire  to  approach  strong  and  re- 
sponsible American  firms,  representing  groups  of  manufacturers  of 
steel-works  equipment.  The  representatives  of  such  a  group  should 
be  in  position  to  take  the  blue  prints  and  specifications  prepared 
by  the  central  purchasing  office  of  the  French  steel  industry  and  name 
prices  ano  dates  of  delivery  on  every  piece  of  machinery  and  eyery 
pound  of  material  needed  to  enable  tlie  French  steel  makers  to  re- 
sume the  manufacture  of  steel  on  the  sites  of  their  old  plants. 
EfDclent  Aid  to  France  Galls  for  CoIlectWe  SeUing.  * 

I  have  said  that  French  manufacturers  whose  plants  have  been 


destroyed  by  the  war  expect  Americans  to  help  them. 
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principle  of  lielping  France  that  should  animata  all  Ainericnn  plans 
for  sharing  in  the  work  of  reconstructing  the  invaded  regions.  It  is 
not  a  qnestion  whether  American  manufacturers  will  be  able  to  hold 
their  own  in  competition  with  other  nations  in  supplying  the  needs 
of  France  after  the  war.  There  will  be  more  business  in  connection 
with  industrial  reconstruction  in  France  alone  than  any  single 
nation  can  properly  attend  to. 

The  task  is  far  beyond  the  effort  of  individuals,  and  it  must  be 
approached  in  a  spirit  of  service  if  France  is  to  be  speedily  brought 
back  to  her  former  economic  fniitfulness.  No  one  can  doubt  that 
after  the  war  American  bnsiness  men  will  approach  the  task  of  assist- 
ing in  French  industrial  reconstruction  in  the  same  spirit  of  un- 
selfishness that  has  marked  the  aid  they  have  given  their  own  Gov- 
ernment during  the  war.  Unselfishness,  however,  must  be  accom- 
panied by  efficiency,  if  the  reconstruction  of  French  industrial  life 
IS  to  be  brought  about  quickly.  In  securing  that  efficiency  a  valuiible 
part  may  be  played  by  collective  selling. 

DECREASES  EXPORTS  FBOH  AMSTERSAH  TO  UNITES  STATES, 

[Consul  Frflnli  W.  Mahln,  Aingterdttin,  N-ttberlanils,  Joly  12.1 

The  declared  value  of  Ihe  exports  from  Amsterdam  to  tlic  United 
States  during  the  quiirter  ended  June  30  was  the  smallest  for  any 
quaiier  in  many  years,  being  only  $1,629,303.  Of  this  total  the  vahio 
of  diamonds  was  $1,419,800. 

The  declared  value  of  all  articles  exported  to  the  United  States 
during  the  first  .six  months  of  1918  was  as  follows: 
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The  great  decline  this  year  is  shown  by  the  following  figures  for 
preceding  yeai-s: 
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Tobacco  has  entirely  disappeared  from  this  year's  exports,  besides 
about  50  other  articles  which  appeared  regularly  in  the  export  returns 
of  this  consulate. 

The  principal  causes  of  the  decline  of  exports  this  year  were  lack 
of  shipping  facilities  and  export  prohibition.  Added  thereto  is  the 
recent  requirement  of  our  Government  that  the  number  of  the  import 
license  appear  on  all  consular  invoices,  vvhich  suspends  what  export 
bnsiness  could  be  done  until  those  numbers  are  received. ,  ~  ■ 
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FOBEIGK  TEADE  OPFOSTITKITIES. 

Kvnervcd  addressps  may  be  obtflLn<^l  from  tbe  Bnr«Bn  nnd  Its  dtntrlct  and  eoopera- 
Uve  aBtrrii.     lli-jucBt  for  Pacti  op  port  unit  }>  eliould  be  on  ■  B<>parstc  iheot  anil  alKtc 

n'lipoDHllilllly  a«  to  Ihe  ulancllnB  of  tnn-icn  Inqiilrcrs ;  the  usual  precButloDB  sbould  Iw 
tdken  In  sit  cam-a.  SymbolB  :  •  Keporled  by  Amcrirnn  eonuular  olBcerB  ;  f  Iteported  by 
cuiamcrclat  iitlBi.'1ii5;  aud  commcToLal  oeculsi  t  Uiiect  laqulil^s  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 
In  counlderlnK  t^c  follo^JnK  **  opportanltlea  *'  ■prcial  reftArd  HhDnld  be 
hflil   to  Ihp  laivH  Bud   rcKolBllvni  Ko^crBlna;  export  llceDSea  and   (radlBc 


Mnchineiy _ 

Wrllliie  Jiopcr 27372 

27305. • — A  larfffi  wool  spinning  and  weavInR  concern  In  Itnly  desires  to  secure 
samples  prepariitory  to  a  wholesale  piircliase  of  dyes  for  wool  In  locks, 
cotton  in  locks,  woolen  fabrics,  and  fabrics  of  w<k)1  aud  cotton.  Stront: 
coloi-s  for  dj-elHK  the  wool  and  cotton  In  locks  and  dyes  capable  of  resisting 
IliTlit  for  Uie  ivenves  of  wool  and  half  wool  are  required.  Terms  will  be 
cash  against  documents.    Correspondence  sliould  be  in  Italian.    References. 

273CG.t— A  Arm  In  CLile  that  formerly  represented  European  manuf:ieturera  of 
iron  and  steel  safes  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  In  tbat 
line.    Iteference. 

2T3G7.*— A  company  In  Australia  wishes  to  purchase  machinery  for  the  drying 
of  eKRs  to  make  euR  powder  for  Utoil  purposes.  (.)Mtricli  eggs  to  be  used. 
Complete  instructions  for  prei>arlng,  etc.,  are  required.    Reference. 

27368. "^A  nianacer  of  a  Arm  In  tbe  Aaores  desires  to  receive  catalognes  and 
prices  of  Ibe  most  moilern  X-ray  niacbiiie  apparatus  and  accessories.  He 
wants  tliem  for  sup]>1ylng  a  hospital.  Cash  will  be  paid.  Corresiioudeiice 
may  be  In  I^gli^h.    References. 

27369,t— ^An  acency  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  France  for  the  sale  of  chemicals, 
phnrinacentlcal  products,  shoes,  hardware,  linen  and  linen  sheets,  and  llneu 
aud  cotton  thread.    Correspondence  should  be  In  t'rench. 

27370.* — An  agency  Is  desired  for  Australia  and  New  Zealand  hy  an  associa- 
tion in  Australia  for  the  sale  of  liardnTire  lines,  oil  rarnlsh  or  paints,  and 
o(  special  Hoes  of  merchandise.  Cast)  will  be  paid  against  documents. 
Reference. 

27371.* — A  firm  in  Canada  desires  to  purchase  raaor  strops.  Quotations  should 
be  made  f.  o.  b.  all  roil.    Cash  will  be  paid.    References, 

27372." — A  firm  In  Mexico  desires  to  purchase  writing  paper.  Samples  of  the 
paper  desired  and  full  liifnruiatloii  may  be  ha<l  from  the  Bureau  or  Its 
district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  104800.  Quotatious  should  Iw  given  f.  o.  b. 
both  San  Francisco  and  New  York.  Terms  of  payment  will  bo  cash  witli 
order.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

27373.* — A  company  In  England  wishes  to  purchase  foodstuffs  of  ail  kinds,  in- 
cluding table  Jellies,  confectionery,  etc.  Terms  of  payment,  by  letter  ol 
credit    References. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOKESTIC  COHMEBCE. 

DlSTBICr  OFFICES.  COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 

SEW   TOBR:   734  Csitaiuliaiic. 
BOSTO!*:   1801  CmtnaboBic. 
CHICAGO:  iOi  Fidrril  Bolldlag. 
ST.  LOUIS:  403  Tklr4  Mllvail  Bank  Iliilldlas. 
SSV  OHLEAXR:  loeo  Hlhtrnli  Book  Biildlag. 
BAN  FBA^CISCO:  807  CoiloDhoDte. 
EElTTLEi  B4S  Utuj  Biildiog. 


CI.ETEI.AXD:  Chaaibcr  i 
CINnXNtTI:  CkaniKr  of  CoB»rrF. 
CINCIMiATI:  Gfanil   FtHfTbt  Agfnt,  SoaUtra 

Ballnir,  »«  iBfilli  BBlldiiK. 
I.OS  ANdRLERi  Cliiinbrr  oC  Comwree. 
flllLADELPHIA :  Cli*Bil>tT  gf  Camim*. 
POBTLA>'D,  OREG.:  Chimber  ol  Camcitt. 
lllIT0;4i  Greater  DiitOB  AiioclaUoi. 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 


DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
Y  BY  THE  BUftEAC  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 
DEPJHtTHMfr  OF  COMMERCE 

r  lie  SgpHiottndeDt  of  Dotimif nii,  WiibinitM,  D.  C,  il  (2.50  t*t  yeu 


No.  202       Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  August  28 

CONTENTS. 


11  In  rnigiiay-- 


Wool  BhlpmplitB  from  Mnn., ._ -^..  -_ „ 

Effort  to  increase  Brazil's  ili>meiitlc  pro-  MiinlcipaT  DDanpwi  of  BtTura,  Surwav. 

duotlon 788  Dutib  Company  tor  purtliasllia  bulld- 

Eronoinle  program  of  the  SpaatHh  Gov-  Ing  mslprlalH ^ 

orDniont 7R«  IntreasPil  tiporla  from  Snoto  Duinlngu 

rmposul  bounty  on  Canaillan  nine 769         to  Unltc^l  SlaleB 7 

RwlsH  market  for  muKii-al  loxtrumi'ulK.  7UU  Svnonil    Kraalllan   NatloDBl    Llvc-8tOL'k 

t-'otie-suear  Inausttr  In  Wwitern  Veneiu-  Eiposltlon 7 

_  TBI  Maximum  prices  In  rruRuay..  '' 


tUrovrry    of    maDcnnem    drponlls    In  JapanpHe  cotinn  mill  In  Shanshel-- 

nonduraa "■'      '•'—"•• »  "-"—  '"  •>—  v„.i.....i.... 

'he  roroli  trwr  In  Southern  Italy,, 


MEW  IMPOUT  A2JD  EXPORT  DUTIES  IH  TRINIDAD. 

[Conaul  Ucnry  D.  Dnkcr,  Trloldad,  Aug.  2.) 

In  order  to  incroiise  the  revenue  of  the  Colony,  additional  taxHtion 
has  been  imposed,  based  on  the  recommendations  of  a  committee  of 
the  Lcf»islative  Council,  The  changes  in  import  duty  affect  tobacco 
and  mm,  and  the  rates  are  as  follows:  Leaf  tobacco,  containing  less 
than  25  per  cent  of  moisture,  2s.  6d.  ($0.61)  per  pound,  increased 
from  Is.  5d.  The'increase  of  Is.  (ii!0.24)  in  the  import  duty  on  rum  is 
accompanied  by  a  similar  increase  in  the  excise  duty,  so  that  the 
present  rates  are  14s.  ($3.40)  per  {jallon  under  the  import  schedule 
and  10s,  6d.  ($2. 55)  per  gallon  for  excise  purposes,  when  the  strength 
is  not  over  proof. 
Export  Duty  on  Copra  and  Coconuts. 

Copra  is  now  subject  to  an  export  duty  of  5s.  ($1.22)  per  100 
pounds,  increased  from  Is.  per  100  pounds.  The  new  rate  on  coco- 
nuts is  Is.  8d.  ($0.40)  per  100  nuts,  as  against  the  old  rate  of  3s.  4d. 
per  1,000,  or  8  cents  per  100. 

The  committee  recommended  the  increase  in  the  export  rates  on 
the  grounds  given  in  the  following  statement: 

We  have  considered  the  Increases  In  Ihe  export  duty  mtes  on  coeoniils  niirt 
copra  which  ore  nrlvocatwl  hy  the  FixmI  (kimniittee  with  the  view  of  so  far 
regulating  the  local  price  of  copra  us  to  secin'e  the  manufiieture  of  an  adequate 
siiliply  of  coconut  oil  for  the  iiceilH  of  the  Colony,  and  concur  in  the  Food  Ccm- 
tiilttee's  recommendation  that  whilst  tlie  Ne\i[  York  market  price  of  copra 
remains  at  Its  present  hlfih  flcnire.  the  Governor  shonid  flx  the  export  duty  on 
coconuts  and  copra  at  Is.  Sd.  per  lUO  nuts  find  rm.  per  100  pounds,  resi>ec- 
tlvely.  We  estimate  that  the  addillmal  amount  to  he  derived  from  this  pro- 
pi)sal  during  the  remainder  of  tlie  current  j-ear  will  be  aiiprosimately  £10,000. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  taxes  an  Oidinance  was  passed 
on  May  29  providing  for  a  war  tax  to  be  levied  on  incomes  of  £500 
and  over,  which  has  since  come  into  force. 

78B20'— 18  /-TSS         I 

I :q,t-od  vUcTOglc 


786  COMMERCE  REPORTa^ 

TTSE  OF  HETSIC  SYSTEM  IN  mtUaUAT. 

[CoDBul  WIIIiBD)  Da«!«>n,  UonleTidcO-l 

By  a  law  of  Mity  20,  1^02,  the  metric  decimal  STOtein  of  weigbts 
and  iiioasiu'GK  i-oplucud  an  from  January  1, 18G7,  the  units  then  in  use, 
which  w('i'L>  with  certain  local  modifications  the  old  Spanish  weights 
and  measures.  The  law  provided  for  special  coiifsch  of  instruction 
for  teachers,  accountants,  and  customs  officials,  as  well  as  for  the 
teaching  of  the  metric  system  in  public  schools. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  system  proved,  however,  a  difficult 
and  tedious  proce.ss.  and  a  second  law  of  October  2,  1894,  made  the  - 
use  of  the  metric  system  compulsoi-y  in  all  civil  and  commercial 
transactions  of  any  kind  as  well  as  in  accounts,  invoices,  price  lists, 
memoranda,  receipts,  book  entries,  and  every  class  of  commei'cial  and 
civil  documents  in  which  weights  or  measures  are  used  or  mentioned. 
Its  use  was  also  made  compulsory  in  official  or  private  publications. 
issued  in  Uruguay  and  mentioning  weights  or  measures  concerning 
facts  or  transactions  in  the  country. 
Tlxes  tOF  Not  TTsing  Metric  B^item — Scales  Stamped. 

Fines  of  25,  50,  and  100  pesos  ($^5.85,  $51.70,  and  $103.40)  arc  im- 
posed for  the  first,  second,  and  third  offense,  respectively,  in  the  case 
of  merchants,  commercial  agents,  notaries,  smreyoi-s,  newspaper  men 
or  authors,  accountants,  public  officials,  or  members  of  liberal  profes- 
sions transgressing  the  law.  Neillier  the  courts  nor  administrative 
authorities  can  admit  documentii  containing  other  weights  or  meas- 
ures until  the  offending  party  has  paid  the  regular  fine.  This  law 
even  prohibits  the  mention  or  use  in  any  way  in  documents  and  trans- 
actions of  units  other  than  tli<»se  of  liie  metric  system.  It  specifi- 
cally states  that  even  where  tlie  customer  demands  a  "  libra " 
(pound),  a  "cuarta"  (quart),  etc.,  he  must  be  sen-ed  in  metric  units. 

Merchants  and  others  dealing  in  merchandise  which  from  its  na- 
ture re<|uires  the  use  of  scales  and  measures  are  compelled  to  keep  all 
such  metric  scales  and  measures  as  are  necessary  in  their  particular 
trade.  All  such  scales  and  measures  are  officially  examined  and 
stamped  and  must  be  inspected  at  least  once  a  year.  In  public  mar- 
kets and  fairs  there  are  special  offices  in  which  purchasers  can  have 
merchandise  weighed  or  measured.  The  manufacture  of  metric 
weights  and  measures  is  free,  although  the  sizes  and  classes  author- 
ized are  specifically  regulated  and  weights  and  measures  can  not  be 
sold  or  used  until  stamped  by  the  proper  authorities.  Metric  weights 
and  measures  imported  from  abroad  must  also  be  examined  and 
stamped  before  being  sold  or  used,  and  the  importation  of  any  in- 
strument for  weighing  or  measuring  not  of  tlie  metric  system  is 
expres.sly  prohibited. 
Ketrlc  System  How  in  General  Use. 

The  effect  of  the  law  of  1804  has  l>een  to  make  the  use  of  the 
metric  sy.etom  general  for  all  purposes,  and  no  other  unite  are  used 
in 'official'  publirationrf  or  coininei-rial  transactions.  PersOnfe  who 
gr^^-  up  l)rior  to  its  general  introdiictioli'no  donibt  still  continue  toi 
think  in  terms  of  the  Old  irtits,  the  names  of  which  ihay  §till  bo' 
heard.  Probably  none  of  the  old  units  have  remained  in  use'Ionger 
than  those  used  in  the  measurement  of  distances  and  land  areas. 
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Even  to-day  in  tlie  country  districts  tho  "vara"  (0.8GG  meter)  and 
the  "  vnra  cuadrada  "  (0.75  square  meter)  and  more  particularly  the 
lineal  and  square  "cnadnis"  {8t),G  meters  and  0.75  hoccnre,  respec- 
tively) 'are  currently  referred  to  by  'many  older  inhabit-ants  who, 
while  compelled  to  use  meters  and  hectares  oflicially  and  commer- 
cially, still  continue  to  think  in  the  prohibited  t^rms. 

The  alread}'  strict  requirements  concerning  weights  and  measures 
were  reinforced  by  a  decree  of  Febniary  8,  1918.  [See  Commf-rcb 
Keforts  for  Apr.  6,  1918.]  Under  one  of  Hie  provisions  of  a  pre- 
vious law  any  defradnation  in  weight  or  measure  is  punished  by  a 
fine  of  4  pesos  ($4.14)  for  the  first  offense,  10  pesos  ($10.;«)  for 'the 
second,  and  25  pesos  ($-25.85)  for  each  succeeding  offense. 

The  diffienlties  and  loss  of  time  entailed  by  the  necessity  of  exactly 
weighing  a  large  number  of  small  sales  recently  led  retail  grocers 
to  petition  for  a  tolerance  of  5  per  cent  for  sales  of  less  than  250 
grams  (0.55  pound).  The  Government  decided,  however,  that  such 
a  tolerance  could  not  be  authorized  under  the  terms  of  the  law  of 
1894. 

DECBEASE  IN  CANADIAN  TEADE. 

(Consul  FelU  8.  S.  Johnson,  KljigBton,  Ontario,  .iug.  21.1 

According  to  statistics  issued  by  the  Canadian  Government  there 
was  ft  decrease  of  $198,812,079  in  the  country's  total  trade  for  the 
first  four  months  of  the  fiscal  year  (April,  May,  June,  and  July)  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  in  1917,  the  figures  being  $702,748,- 
065  and  $901,560,144,  respectively. 

Imports  were  valued  at  $82,907,900  in  July.  1918.  and  at  $90,181,595 
in  the  same  month  last  vear.  The  imports  for  the  four  months  end- 
ing July  31  amounted  to  $:i82,100,850  in  1917  and  $333,43S,708  in 
1918.  a  decrea.so  of  $48,005,142.  The  duty  collected  for  this  period 
■was  $60,528,738  in  1917  as  against  $55,9S9,545  in  1918. 

The  total  exports  (domestic)  for  the  four  months  1918  were 
$361,692,920  as  compared  with  $507,854,674  in  1917,  a  decrease  of 
$141,101,748.  This  decrease  occurred  chiefly  in  export.?  of  manu- 
factured articles  and  agricultural  products.  The  foreign  merchan- 
dise exported  was  valued  at  $11,604,620  in  the  four-month  period 
in  1917  and  at  $7,619,431  in  the  corresponding  period  of  this  year. 


WOOL  SHIPMENTS  FEOM  MONTEVIDEO. 

(Consul  WUIlBm  DawaoQ,  Moolcvl.tso,  ITuKuny,  Jury  11.] 

The  following  figures  were  published  by  El  Siglo,  showing  tho 
quantities  of  wool  shipped  from  Montevideo  during  the  period  from 
October  1,  1917.  to  June  30,  1918,  in  bales  of  i-oughly  1,000  pounds 
each:  To  Barcelona,  13,014  bales;  to  Japan,  334  bales;  to  Havre, 
2j911  bales;  to  ISuenos  Aires.  7,610  bales;  to  Genoa,  19,477  bales;  to 
J*ew  York,  14,755,  bales;  to  Marseilks  and  UordGau:^,  l,2i*4  bales; 
total  smpmontji,  pP,3^5  bajcs.  During  fthe  ,niJio  mc^nths  from  Qc- 
taber  1,  1910,  to  Juno  30,  J91T,  MonUvideo  "shipped  73,^16  bales 
of  wool.  The  fulling  off  in  1917-18  is  due  to  shipping  and  exchange 
difficulties. 
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EFFOBT  TO  INCREASE  BRAZIL'S  DOMEfTTIC  FRODUCTIOH. 

[Vkv  Consul  lilfhari]  !■   Momscn,  Rio  de  Jaoelra.  Uraill,  Jul;  ll.I 

Since  the  entrance  of  Brazil  into  tlie  war,  great  efforts  have  been 
made  to  inciea^  domestic  production  of  agricultural  crops  in  order 
to  avoid  iisiii^  tunn.t}:^  in  importing  coninioditien  whicli  mi^ht  be 
produced  in  llrazil  and  to  assist  the  alliod  nations  in  making  up 
for  the  present  shortage  of  fuod  and  other  essential  war  supphes. 
Some  months  ago  a  commission  to  stimulate  dome::tic  proauctioD 
was  appointed,  which  under  the  direction  of  the  Hrazilian  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  has  been  rapidly  showing  results.  Each  State  Gov- 
crniiiont  has  appointed  a  State  commission,  whicli  selves  as  inter- 
mediary between  the  nmnicipalities  and  the  Federal  commission  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro. 

During  five  months  730.838  kilos  of  seeds,  12,930  kilos  of  sulphur, 
5,C17  kilos  of  fonnicide,  and  61,170  bulletins  have  been  distributed 
among  planterb  and  fanners  by  the  commission  and  nearly  5,000 
telegrams  and  letters  concerning  i-equcsls  for  assistance  have  been 
sent.  Xenrly  20,000  litbugrapheJ  {Kxsters  urging  ugricnlture  on  a 
larger  scale  have  i)een  distributed,  following  the  example  of  the 
Unitctl  States,  The  principal  kinds  of  seeds  distribiiteil  are  wheat, 
barley,  beans,  cotton,  rye,  potatoes,  oats,  castor  oil,  com.  hemp,  rice, 
peanut,  lentils,  hay,  onions,  alfalfa,  and  eucalyptus. 

Insecticides  distributed  have  consisted  principally  of  sulphur, 
formicides,  sulphate  of  copi>er,  and  Paris  green.  Important  orders 
have  been  placed  for  agricultural  machinery  in  the  United  States 
which  will  be  sold  to  planters  at  cost  price  upon  arrival. 


ECOHOHIC  PROGRAM  OF  THE  SPANISH  OOVERNHENT. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Aag,  M 

The  Minister  of  Public  Works  has  outline<l  to  the  .'-Ipiinish  press 
the  steps  which  (he  present  Oovemment  hopes  to  take  in  order  to 
set  in  motion  the  work  of  Spain's  economic  reeonstitution.  These 
are: 

<1>  National  I  zatioti  uf  tlic  trunk  ruHwRys  and  chniif^es  In  teRislatlon  In 
regard  to  the  socDDdury  railwaye ; 

(2)  Ri^iilnrlzatiou  of  eoucesstoiis  grjintwl  for  the  exploiliitioii  of  the  inrgc 


(A)  Extensive  l>ud«ettiuK  for  public  works  and  tlie  jilloctitiiiii  of  the  smus 
whii'h  Parlifliiient  mny  vote; 

(-1)  A  modilieatiou  of  llie  reKulatious  In  regard  In  niiiiiii),': 

(H)   Crontion  of  on  URriculturnl  credit  orEaiiUallon  ; 

(G)  Oi^unliiition  ot  «d  agronomic  servico  and  tlie  work  of  rcufforestatloD; 

(7)  The  creiiHon  of  an  orgnnEEalion  wMcii  will  rorlhnltli  iirepfire  the 
ecmomie  life  of  Spain  tioih  for  the  period  of  transition  lietweeii  war  and  peace 
and  for  the  lines  of  iwtley  wbieb  will  have  to  he  followed  after  the  war. 

The  projects  already  presented  to  the  Cortes  in  the  present  session 
rtlite  to'  f he  electrificnlion  rtf  Pajflres  I*atfi,  the  Villublino  Bdilway, 
tJitjdraimige  o*'  swiwWps  and  mnrhhes,  jftTesei^  wtifin  'of  woods,  and 
potash  salts.  '  i.  i    ,     ■ 

The  minister  stated  that  nil  his  projects  tend  in  the  direction  of 
an  increased  inter\ention  of  the  State  and  of  an  intense  economic 
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nationalism,  which  ho  considers  to  be  absolutely  indisponsiihle  in 
order  that  Spain  may  not  be  at  Hie  end  of  the  war  u  counlry  eco- 
nomically invaded  and  financially  despoiled. 
Bailway  Policy — Foreign  Capital. 

It  has  been  proved  that  the  present  railway  companies  are  not 
financiaUy  able  to  execute  the  urgent  and  necessary  works  for  the 
development  of  the  national  railway  Rvstem  in  a  form  adeciimte  for 
the  future  i-equirements  of  Spain,  and  the  Minister,  therefore,  re- 
gards it  as  a  matter  of  fundamental  importance  for  the  organization 
of  the  country's  economic  life  that  the  problem  of  the  railways 
should  be  solved.  The  Minister  further  stated  that  until  this  problem 
is  solved  Spain  will  not  be  able  to  increase  its  military  powpr  however 
much  is  spent  on  military  services,  nor  will  any  proper  benefit  be 
obtained  from  the  assistance  given  to  the  sidenirgical  and  metallurgi- 
cal industries.  The  intensification  of  the  national  railway  system 
would  open  up  a  wide  field  for  the  mining  industry  and  would  make 
it  possible  to  work  in  Spain  the  ore  now  exported  as  raw  material. 

Th©  Minister  considers  that  concessions,  both  for  mines  and  for 
water  power,  which  the  State  may  grant  must  be  limite<l  to  private 
individuals  and  to  enterprises  winch  are  domiciled  in  Spain.  He 
is  not  in  favor  of  rejecting  the  aid  of  foreign  capital,  but  is  of  the 
opinion  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  render  it  unnecessary. 

It  is  necessary  that  all  foi'eign  capital  which  may  interest  itself 
in  Spain,  he  concluded,  sliould  constitute  its  enterprises  according 
to  Spanish  laws  and  that  the  business  which  it  creates  or  develops  in 
Spain  should  be  subject  to  Spanish  administrative  and  fiscal  legis- 
lation. 

FB<^OSEI)  BOUNTY  ON  CANADIAN  ZINC. 

IBrltUb  noard  of  Tratlf  Journal,  Julf  2!i.  lOlS.} 

A  bill  introduced  in  the  Canadian  House  of  Commons  on  May  20, 
1918,  proposes  the  payment  of  bounties  on  zinc  produced  from  zinc 
ores  mined  in  Canada.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  whenever 
it  appeai-s  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce that  the  standard  price  in  London  of  zinc  or  spelter  in  cakes, 
blocks,  or  pigs  is  less  than  £41  8s.  6d.  ($201.59)  per  ton  of  2,240 
pounds,  the  Governor  in  Council  may  authorize  the  payment  out  of 
tlie  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  of  a  bounty  on  zinc  or  spleter  pro- 
duced in  Canada,  at  the  time  the  price  is  as  above  stated,  from  zinc 
ores  mined  in  Canada.  The  zinc  or  spelter  in  question  must  con-i 
tain  not  more  than  2  per  cent  of  impurities  to  be  entitled  to  the 
bounty.  The  bounty  shall  be  equal  to  the  difference  between  the 
standard  price  per  ton  and  £41  8s.  6d.,  but  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
2  cents  per  pound,  and  in  no  event  shall  any  bounty  be  paid  when 
tlie  price  received  for  such  zinc  and  spelter  by  the  producer  is  9  cents 
or  more  per  pound. 

Thoiftotal  amount  exjiended  shall  , not  escoed  $400,000,  and:  no 
, bounty. .shall  bcpn-ynble  under'the  proposed ; act  oti  ziiicur  sjiolter 
produced  after  July  31, 1920. 

So  trouble  to  buy,  cheap,  cottTeiiteiit,B  real  luTestment — War  Saving  Stamps. 
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SWISS  HASKET  FOR  KUSICAL  IBSTRUKENTS. 

[Coniul  WUIlBm  r.  Kent.  Bemf-l 

Switzerland  is  an  exportfft  rather  'than  an  importer -of  iHusical 
instruments.  The  piano  market  in  this  country  is  now  virtually  in 
the  hands  of  Swiss  manufacturers,  who  furnish  about  70  per  cent 
of  the  domestic  requirements.  The  imports  of  pianos  during  the  past 
three  years  were  valued  as  follows;  In  1915,  $154,020;  in  1916, 
$246,873;  and  in  1917,  $'231,884.  None  of  the  instiuments  came  from 
the  United  States.  The  prices  of  Swiss  pianos  ai-e  now  under  titose 
of  the  imported  article.  The  actions  and  keys  for  the  manufacture 
of  the  Swiss  piano  are  almost  without  exception  imported  from 
Germany. 

Local  dealers  stale  that  American  pianos  enjoy  a  good  reputation, 
but  the  high  freight  charges  and  the  gicitt  risks  make  tlie  American 
article  too  expensive  to  compete  Kuccensfully  with  the  Swiss.  German, 
and  French  product.  The  prices  of  German  pianos  are  from  $140 
to  $400,  and  the  Swiss  from  $170  to  $320. 

Harmoniums  are  imported  to  an  amount  of  $:i!).000  worth,  iJiiefly 
from  Germany.    Some  are  manufactured  in  Switzerland, 
Considerable  Import  of  Kvrical  Instrnnents — Ovstams  Duties. 

Imports  of  other  musical  instruments,  sucii  as  violins,  harps,  flutes 
trumpets,  and  wind  instruments,  were  viilued  at  $19(1.830  in  1916  and 
$142,080  in  1917.  Exports  of  those  instruments  reachc<l  a  value  of 
$104,200  in  1910  and  $57.9i»3  in  1917. 

There  is  n  considerable  import  of  unfinished  pieces  of  musical  in- 
struments into  Switzerland.  In  1917  the  imports  amounted  to 
$187,607,  and  consisted  mostly  of  keys  and  actions  for  pianos. 

With  reference  to  phonographs  and  similar  instruments  the  field 
does  not  seem  to  be  favorable,  as  there  is  ai  extensive  production  in 
Switzerland.  In  1917,  $ii,181,942  worth  of  phonographs,  music 
works,  and  cinematograi>hs  (the  latter  being  entered  under  tlie  same 
heading  but  comprising  onlv  n  small  share)  were  exported  from 
Switzerland.  Of  this  value"  $308,126  was  credited  to  the  United 
States.  The  imports  in  1917  amounted  to  only  $459,537,  chiefly  from 
Germany  and  consisting  principally  of  phonographs. 

There  is,  however,  a  great  demand  for  phonograph  records,  espe- 
cially orchestra  selections  of  modern  dance  music. 

The  duty  on  the  various  instruments  is  as  follows :  Pianos,  $7.72 
per  220  pounds  gross:  harmoniums,  $4.82;  orche-strions.  $3,86;  violins, 
harps,   flutes,   harmonicas,  wind   instruments,   etc.,   $4.82:   finished 

Sieces  of  musical  instruments.  $1.54;  and  phonographs,  plates,  and 
isks,  $3.86. 

[A.  report  on  falkinR  mathiiies  in  Switzerhind  was  publislied  in  Couuebce 
Reports  for  Mar.  4,  IMS.  A  list  of  Importors  of  plionograpli  plates  may  be 
obtained  from  tlie  Biirenu  of  ForelKii  auA  r>ome«itip  Commerce  or  its  district  anfl 
cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  103414.] 


TJie  st^(nping  of  thp,  rets^j)  pricp  on  the  sol«i  of  shoes'wjll  be 
obligatory  in  D(,>nmark, .according  to  the.lierling^kp  Tidente^.if  the 
recommendations  of  the.  special  commission  appointed  to  study  the 
foot-wear  situation  in  Denmark  are  accepted  by  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior. 
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CAKI^STTOAR  INDUSTET  IN  WESTERN  VENEZTTEIA. 

IConsui  Bmtl  Bauer.  Slnracalbo,  Aug.  3.] 

Thfticane-sugnr  industryin-Bi  certaw  form  has  existed  for  a  long 
time  around  Lake  Maracaibo.  Tliere  were  e.stablished  a  large  num- 
ber of  small  mills  making  a  brown  sugar  called  papelon  or  panela, 
put  lip  in  blocks  like  maple  sugar  in  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  polarizing  from  70°  to  75°.  This  sugar  was  made  only  for  the 
local  market  and  Curasao,  practically  none  being  exported  to  other 
countries  until  1916  when,  owing  to  the  high  price  and  scarcity  of 
sugar,  $15,435  worth  of  papelon  was  shipped  to  England  and  $732 
worth  to  the  United  States.  The  total  amount  of  papelnn  exported 
from  Maracaibo  in  1916  was  3,32.7.783  pounds,  valued  at  $71,453, 
against  2,»12,780  pounds,  valued  at  $49,735  in  1915. 
White  Sugar  for  Export. 

The  manufacture  of  .sugar  for  export  to  the  United  States  had  its 
inception  in  the  lowering  of  the  American  duties  iiiidor  the  tariff 
act  of  1013,  but  factories  were  not  completed  for  operation  until 
(he  autumn  of  1915,  when  the  grinding  season  began.  During  the 
last  months  of  1013  $57,80i  worth  of  sugar  was  invoiced  for  export 
'  to  the  United  States.  Four  factories  making  centrifugal  sugar  were 
erected  on  the  south  and  cast  sides  of  Lake  Maracaibo,  at  Bobure^i 
and  La  Ceiba : 

Venezuela  Sugar  Co.,  at  Bobures;  general  office,  Maracaibo.  Name 
of  factory,  "  Central  Venezuela."    Acreage  of  cane,  4,000. 

Central  Azucarero  de  La  Ceiba;  general  office.  La  Ceiba.  Name 
of  factory,  "  Central  La  Ceiba."    Acreage,  1,400.    Not  operating. 

•Central  Azucarero  del  Zulia,  at  Bobures;  office,  Bobures.  Names 
of  factories.  "  Central  Sucre."  a  new  and  large  factory,  and  "  Central 
Banco,"  both  at  Bdaures.    "  El  Banco  "  is  operating.    Acreage,  2,000. 

The  sugar  from  these  factories  exported  to  the  United  States  gen- 
erally polarizes  around  07°  and  is  intended  for  the  refineries.     In 
1915  1.955.784  pounds  of  sugar  were  shipped  to  the  United  States; 
in  191G,  14,997,501  pounds;  in  1017,  24,811,567  pounds. 
Low  Sngar  Content— Papelon  Kills. 

It  is  reporte<l  that  a  much  larger  quantify  of  cane  per  acre  is  pro- 
duced here  than  in  Cuba,  or  other  cane-sugar  countries,  but  that  the 
sugar  content  of  the  cane  is  much  less,  the  extraction  being  only  6 
to  7  per  cent  of  the  weiglit  of  the  cane  in  Venezuela,  against  10  to  14 
per  cent  in  Culja,  Hawaii,  and  elsewhere.  Another  drawback  to  the 
sugar  industry  on  Lake  Maracaibo  is  the  climate,  which,  it  is  said, 
tends  to  discourage  even  native  labor. 

There  arc  some  25  papelon  mills  in  the  vicinity  of  Bobures  and 
Encontrados  del  Zulia,  each  with  its  cane  plantation.  One  of  these 
mills  makes  white  sugar,  but  only  for  the  local  market 

DISCOVERY  OF  UABGANESE  DEPOSITS  IN  HONDURAS. 

[Consul  Waltpr  F.  nojl<>.  Tuerlo  Cortps.l 

The  Puerto  Cortes  consulate  Ttas  been  advised  by  persons  resident 
in  this  district  ttrat  they'have  discorei'ed  and  denoiinced  n  rich 'de- 
posit of  manganese  within  2  miles  of  the  Honduras  National  Kail- 
road.  They  claim  that  this  ore  is  mixed  with  graphite,  gold,  and 
copper.  ,  -  I 


792  COMMERCE  BEPORTS. 

THE  CASOB  TREE  IN  SOtTTHEKH  ITALT. 

ICotiBul  Bobprtson  lloncy,  Calania,  July  20.) 

There  are  four  varieties  of  Uie  carob  tree  iu  Sicily.  Tlie  ona 
known  as  Ceratonia  Siliqua  sacchai-ata  is  distinguishetl  by  a  elight 
curvature  of  the  pods,  which  are  thinner  at  tlie  upex.  The  pulp 
contains  more  sugar  than  that  of  the  other  varieties;  the  pod  is  of 
b  bright  chestnut  color.  On  account  of  the  high  ijereentage  of  sugar 
the  fruit  is  difficult  to  store,  and  interest  in  this  variety  is  falling 
off.  The  pods  of  the  Ceratonia  SUiqua  laOssima  are  very  much 
straighter,  thicker,  and  louger  than  those  of  the  preceding  variety; 
they  are  of  blackisli  color.  This  variety  is  of  interest  iaecause  of  its 
abundant  yield  of  fruit,  which  is  heavy  and  has  a  fibrous,  dry  mcso- 
carp.  Tlic  tree  develops  well  and  has  dark  green  foliage.  Cerafonia 
Sili^ua  racemosa  is  distinguished  from  the  two  preceding  varieties 
by  its  meaty  pods,  which  are  long,  wide,  and  straiglit  and  gi-ow  in 
large  bunches.  The  leaf  is  larger  and  firmer,  somewhat  similar  to 
that  of  the  pistachio.  The  wood  is  more  glossj'  and  the  bark  is 
better  developed.  Cerafonia  Sili'jua  falf'mta  has  friiit  of  sickle 
shape.  This  variety  is  losing  importance  because  the  fruit  on 
maturity  is  very  thin  and  slender. 
Proviucca  ProdDcing  Carobs — Tie«s  Attain  Consideralile  Height. 

The  carob  grows  in  the  Provinces  of  Syracuse,  Trapuni,  Cagliari, 
Bari,  Palermo,  Girgenti,  Messina,  Caltanissetta,  and  Catania,  named 
in  order  of  production.  The  Province  of  Syracuse  is  especially 
productive  in  the  districts  of  Modica  and  Noto.  Here  the  soil  is 
arid  and  rocky,  and  the  tree  grows  wild  to  a  large  extent,  little  being 
done  by  man  either  as  to  planting  or  cultivation.  The  trees  are  found 
over  an  area  of  about  275,000  aci-es.  These  districts  are  near  the  sea, 
and  their  latitude  is  about  30°  50'  N,  Although  the  Province  of 
Syracuse  pnwluces  more  carob  than  the  remainder  of  Italy  combined, 
there  is  no  carob  industry  in  that  Province,  and  in  nomial  times  the 
product  is  exported. 

Carob  trees  attain  a  height  of  65  feet  or  thereabout.s,  and  the 
spread  of  the  branches  is  also  laige.  Tlie  tree  grows  slowly  in  these 
parts,  and  does  not  yield  until  about  15  3ears  old.  It  is  noted  here 
that  the  largest  number  of  pods  are  found  on  the  older  branches, 
where  foilage  is  less  abundant. 
FertUiclag  aad  Prvning — ProdDotion  la  Syraeiue  and  Keulna. 

The  life  and  health  of  the  tree  are  prolonged  by  use  of  chemical 
fertilizers — mineral  hyperphosphates  combined  with  the  sulphates  of 
potassium  and  ammonium.  The  tree  should  be  allowed  to  grow  to 
its  full  heiglit  without  pruning  in  order  to  obtain  tlie  best  results  as 
to  fructification;  then  it  should  be  pruned  and  thinned  out  every 
four  or  five  years  in  order  to  air  and  freshen. 

In  England  the  carob  is  ground  up  and  used  as  horse  feed;  in 
Naples  alcohol  1ms  beeji  distilled  from  the  fimit. 

Pinor  toioutbraak  of  the  nai';  Sj'raquse  produced  an  annual  average 
of  about  66.000  tons;  siuue  thou  production  has  been.:  In  19I4i  30,500 
tons;  in  1915,  24,640  tons;  in  1916,  01,380  tons;  apd  in  1917,  ,19,470 
tons.  In  the  Province  of  Messina,  wliich  of  those  above  named  is 
second  next  to  lowest  in  production,  tlie  carob  is  found  onlj  in 
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scattered  localitira  in  the  districts  of  Patti  and  Castrorealf,  iilso 
near  the  sea.  The  average  annual  production  of  that  Province  is 
about  880  tons;  the  Province  of  Catania  is  practically  negligible  from 
a  c(»umercial  standpoint. 


COHMEBCi;  JfEPARTXEST  TO  MB  BED  CSOSS  SAIVAOE  WOBK. 

The  employees  of  the  Depai'tment  of  Commerce  are  ur^d  to  take 
port  in  the  salvage  campaign  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Chapter 
of  the  Hed  Cross  to  which  publicity  has  recently  been  given  in  the 
columns  of  the  Washington  press.  This  important  service  is  a 
part  of  the  woik  which  the  Red  Cross  is  carrying  on  in  cooperation 
with  tlie  Salvage  Division  of  the  War  Industries  Board.  A  ware- 
house has  been  secured  for  storage  and  collections  have  been  ar- 
ranged from  the  households  in  Washington  during  the  week  begin- 
ning August  26. 

Old  newspapers,  metals,  metal-foil,  rubber,  leather,  rags,  clothing, 
shoes,  furniture,  etc.,  are  to  be  collected  and  sold  in  quantities  to 
those  who  can  use  such  materials.  The  proceeds  will  be  devoted 
to  the  work  of  the  Red  Cross. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  gives  its  hearty  indorsement  to  the 
work  and  will  be  glad  to  have  its  officers  an3  employees  cooperate 
with  the  workers  of  the  Bed  Cross. 

Persons  in  Wa^ington  who  have  articles  to  donate  should  call 
Main  3300  and  request  that  a  truck  be  sent  to  take  the  articles  to 
the  warehouse. 

The  salvage  soiieme  will  give  housekeepers  an  opportunity  to 
dispose  of  useless  articles  and  the  total  amount  of  material  returned 
to  use  will  be  considerable,  Salvsige  sales  in  San  Francisco  and 
other  cities  have  already  proved  successful  and  the  value  of  such 
savings  at  the  present  time,  when  the  need  of  materials  is  so  great, 
can  not  be  questioned. 

tfOH(?TOH  FEABS  A  HATUBAL  OAS  SHOBTA&E. 

[Consul  E,  Verne  BlcharilBOO.  Moncton,  New  Brunewkk,  Canada,  Aug.  10,] 

The  consumption  of  natural  gas  in  Moncton  is  increa^ng  rapidly. 
In  Julv,  1916.  94.138,000  cubic  feet  were  consumed;  in  July,  1917, 
25,549,000  cubic  fcet;  and  in  July,  1918,  29,167,000  cubic  feet.  The 
nnmber  of  snltecribers  is  now  more  than  2,000. 

Fearing  that  a  shortage  in  the  supply  may  occur  in  the  near  future 
a  committee  has,  been  appointed  by  the  city  council  to  study  the 
question  of  conservation  and  rates.  It  is  estimated  that  10,000,000 
feet  of  new  gas  will  be  required  to  meet  the  demand,  and  so  far  drill- 
ing operations  during  the  current  year  have  yielded  only  1,000,000 
feet. 

For  domestic  use  the  prevailing  rate  is  40  cents  per  1,000  feet;  cer- 
tain large  industrial  consumers  enjoy  a  lower  rate..  It  is  proprjsed 
to  raise  the  rate  tb  50  cents  for  domestic  oonsiiniptiou  and  40  cents  for 
industrial.  Tlu^  rt-ould  probably  crfitpo  many  large  coin?;ume*s  to 
abandon  the  use  of  gas  as  a  fuel,  thus  insuring  an  adequate  supply 
for  the  householders. 


D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 
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STAKDABD  LOCOMOTIVES  FOB  CHIKESE  KAHWATS. 

[Charles  Dcnb]',  Special  AsBlstaLt  to  IMputmcDt  of  State.] 

One  of  the  urgent  needs  of  China  to-daj'  is  locomotives^  The 
demands  upon  the  railways  liave  far  exceeded  tlic  expectations  of  the 
builders.  The  locomotives  bought  in  the  fivst  instance  have  proved 
too  small  and  it  is  now  clearly  realized  by  the  technical  advisers  of 
China  that  they  must  standardize  upon  a  type  that  will  meet  their 
needs  for  a  long  time  to  come.  This  question  is  being  earnestly  con- 
sidered nt  the  present  time,  and  the  problem  arises  for  American 
consideration:  Will  the  standardization  be  along  the  lines  of  Ameri- 
can design  or  will  it  be  made  to  conform  to  a  European  model  to 
the  detriment  of  American  interests? 
Piinclpal  Chlneie  Ballwayi  Under  Earopean  Control. 

Of  the  15  lines  composing  the  system  of  Chinese  Government  Rail- 
ways, only  one  was  built  by  the  Chinese  themselves;  it  is  financed 
by  the  Chinese  Government  and  is  operated  exclusively  by  Chinese. 
The  funds  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the  various  other 
railway  lines  of  China  were  furnished  by  foreign  capita]  of  various 
nationalities,  but  not  in  a  single  instance  lias  America  so  constructed 
and  equipped  any  of  these  lines.  As  a  result  to-day  the  Continental 
(European)  design  of  locomotive  is  predominant  in  China.  On 
some  of  the  lines,  notably  those  under  English  and  (hitherto)  Ger- 
man influence,  not  a  locomotive  other  than  those  built  in  accordance 
with  the  prevailing  design  common  to  the  nation  financing  the  rail- 
way was  purchased  or  even  considered,  either  for  initial  or  subse- 
quent equipment — at  least,  up  to  the  time  of  tlie  outbreak  of  the  war. 
Only  in  the  case  of  the  Chinese  financed  and  operated  railway  have 
American  builders  been  given  a  free  hand,  with  the  result  that  an 
American  design  was  adopted  and  a  thorough  standardization  of 
power  effected  on  this  line. 

The  latest  statistics  published  by  the  Chinese  Government  rail- 
ways (June  30,1915)  show  that  of  a  total  of  6,G00  kilometers  (about 
4400  miles),  including  main  and  branch  lines,  industrial  tracks,  sid- 
ings, etc.,  the  three  principal  truck  linss  compose  approximately  62 
per  cent  of  the  total.  One  ot  these  three  lines  is  under  English,  one 
nnder  Belgian  and  French,  and  one  under  combined  English  and 
(hitherto)  German  influence.  Out  of  a  total  of  C38  locomotives  in 
service  on  all  lines  at  that  time  only  l'^  per  cent  were  of  American 
design  and  manufacture;  and  on  the  English,  Belgian,  and  French 
lines  mentioned,  which  operated  at  that  time  3C5  locomotives,  or 
approximately  CO  per  cent  of  the  total,  only  8.  or  approximately 
2.2  per  cent,  were  of  American  design  and  manufacture. 
Pew  Locomotives  Pnrchaaed  Since  War. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  but  few  locomotives  have  been  pur- 
chased and  placed  in  service  in  China,  owing  principally,  perhaps, 
to  a,  lack  of  available  funds  and  to  internal  disorders  in  the  country. 
As  a  result  of  this  and  of  the  constantly  increatiing  traffic,  the  rail- 
ways, are  .now  u?gently-in  need  of,  power,;,  1  As  is  oftenievideajced  in 
the  case  of  new  roads,  this  paj'ticultii;  instance  of  China  shows  that 
traffic  has  increased  far  beyond  ths  estimates  that  were  made  when 
the  initial  equipment  for  power  was  under  consideration,  with  the 
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result  that  in  addition  to  the  natural  depreciution  tuid  abandonmeni 
of  locomotives  ou  account  of  a^e,  tliobo  left  in  Ktr\icc  arc  light  and 
not  of  adequate  power  foi-  the  most  part  to  luindle  the  traffic  of 
to-day;'      '  '■'"  -^ 

In  1917  24  additional  heavj'  Iwomotives  were  jilacDd  in  service, 
and  in  1918,  up  to  tlie  time  of  the  pn-wnt  writing,  'i  more  have  been 
ei"ected  and  i  are  under  piocess  of  a^wiubly  for  the  Government  lines. 
Orders  have  been  pfnced  or  »re  about  constiniiiiat<Hi  for  tlip  furthci" 
addition  of  5fi  locomotives — *11  for  the  urgently  needed  heavier 
power.  Of  this  number  38  are  to  be  built  gtrictly  in  accordance  with 
American  design  and  all  are  from  American  builders.  In  addition 
to  this  number  therr  are  i  on  order  and  'il  being  consideTed  for 
private  lines;  tliese  are  to  be  of  American  design  and  standards, 
Plaa  tor  Blaitiu-dlsatlvB  of  Paver  *aA  &elliii£  ftock. 

The  question  of  tlie  Gtaad&rdiEmtion  of  power  and  rolling  stock 
is  just  new  lieiug  most  earnestly  consideitid  by  tlie  Chinese  (FO^-ern- 
nmt,  but  a  roHKiderable  time  may  elapse  before  (his  scheme  beo(Nne£ 
an  assured  fact.  One  Ameriain  Imilder  has  for  the  past  isevcn  years 
been  ant*eii>ating;  the  coming  of  this  eximt.  and  since  the  standar<liEa- 
tioti  of  powei'  un  the  I'eking-Kal^raii  line  evcrTi*  locoiootive  sold  into 
Cliioa  by  (his  builder,  whetiaer  for  Governmeiri  or  priiately  owned 
railways,  has  bt«n  designcil  and  furnished  with  this  end  in  view. 

Pending;  the  adoption  of  a  standardized  power  by  the  Cluneae 
Govorninent  tlie  greater  the  number  of  modern  American  design 
locomotives  that  can  be  furnished  to  the  railways  here  tlie  greater 
will  be  the  opportunity  to  obtain  the  atlojition  of  a  strictly  .Vmorican 
design  as  the  standard  of  power  for  <'hlna.  The  benefit  of  this  to 
American  inti'iesis  is  incalculable  and  should  not  be  lost  dght  of. 


NXW  DANISH  UAABOIl  WOSKS. 

ISrunlinavliin  SUpitl]]);  ^iaselte.  Copeobaei'v.  July  3:1.] 

The  town  council  of  Rodby,  Denmark,  has  decidetl  to  enlarge  the 
harlxw  considerably.  Excavation  will  be  necessary  right  up  to  the 
new  subuHian  -quarter  of  the  town,  which  has  been  built  within  the 
last  12  months,  Tiie  depth  of  the  harbor  basin  will  be  ir>  feet,  and 
the  present  entrance  to  titc  haibor  and  shipyard  must  be  entirely 
altewd  and  will  be  farther  to  tlie  we.st.  Oierso  Dam  will  run  be- 
hind the  harlx>T,  and  on  the  new  harbor  site  room  will  be  found  for  a 
dry  dock.  The  work  will  take  about  two  vears  to  complete  and  will 
cost  about  1,000,000  crowns  ($208,000) ,  The  total  debt  on  the  harbor 
will  tbM\  amount  to  over  1,500,000  crowns  ($400,000). 

For  a  long  time  plans  for  a  harbor  at  Rungstcd  have  been  under 
consideration  and  now  they  are  to  be  carried  out.  In  191C  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  a  harijor  was  900(000  crowns  ($54,000),  but  gradually 
as  the  coriti"actors  got  to  work  on  the  plans  the  price  rose  to  500,000 
crowns  ($134,O0Q).  In  1017  tlie  State  granted  a  subsidy  of  150,000 
crowns  ($40,000).  There  will  be  a  cwuent  mole  in  tlie  harbor,  with 
a  wocjden  piei-  extension,  and  ft'  large  6lip,';A  road  Vill  I'un  out  on 
tte  nwie  and  \y»ir,  with  pavemetits  ott'ieachisMe.  The  whole  leSgth 
will  be  350  metefs.  The  depth  of  the  harbor  will'  be  llfeet.  The 
harbtH"  will  be  of  great  importance  botli  for  freight  traffic  and  for 
fishermen  who  will  be  able  to  use  large  boats. 

Goot^lc 
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HONOKOKO  MARKET  FOR  UARmE  EHOIKES.' 

IConaul  A.  E.  CnrletOD,  noDgkonti.  Brltleti  Cblna.  July  10.1 

The  preater  development  of-tlie  Amwicaii  trade  in  mai'ino  engines 
of  al!  types  in  Hongkong  and  tlie  territory  tributary  to  it  is  a  matter 
of  educational  propaganda.  The  economic  value  of  motor  boats 
must  be  fully  demonstrated  to  the  Chinese  and  a  motor  must  be  pro- 
dnced  that  is  reliable,  simple  to  oi>erate,  and  not  too  expensive.  High 
finish  is  of  secondary  importance  to  reliability. 

The  need  of  educational  propaganda  is  be.st  evidenced  by  the  ex- 
perience of  n  local  firm,  which  some  years  ago  endeavored  to  interest 
tliQ  fisliing-junlc  i)eople  to  install  motors.  A  number  of  these  fisher- 
men were  much  impres.setl  with  the  idea  and  went  so  far  as  to  order 
a  few  motors,  but  at  the  last  moment  canceled  the  order,  giving  as 
their  reason  that  it  would  result  in  "bad  joss"  since  their  fathers 
l»ad  never  used  motor  power  on  their  fishing  jimks.  It  is,  therefore, 
this  superstition,  if  it  can  be  called  that,  which  must  be  overcome 
before  this  type  of  junks  can  be  fitted  with  motors.  But  the  Chinese 
are  utilitarians  above  all  things,  and  tliere  is  reason  to  believe  that 
success,  or  reasonable  success,  might  be  obtained  if  there  were  intro- 
duced on  this  market  a  motor  that  ls  (1)  very  cheap  in  first  cost,  (2) 
so  simple  to  operate  that  a  person  with  no  mechanical  knowledge  can 
operate  it  after  receiving  a  little  instruction,  (3)  capable  of  with- 
standing abuse,  and  (4)  not  dependent  upon  magneto  or  batteries  for 
ignition. 
Best  CommeTolEtl  Type  of  Hotor. 

If  such  a  motor  can  be  produced  and  the  manufacturers  are  will- 
ing to  send  out  a  skilled  mechanic  to  demonstrate,  it  is  possible  that 
the  Chinese  fishermen  might  he,  and  probably  would  be,  induced  to 
purchase.  The  same  applies  in  more  or  less  degree  to  junks  in  the 
foreign  trade  or  plying  between  China  coast  ports  and  Hongkong. 

for  commercial  purposes  it  appears  that,  in  general,  crude-oil  mo- 
tors of  35,  50,  and  80  horsepower  or  semi-Diesel  engines  burning 
heavy  oil  or  heavy  kerosene  engines  are  the  types  best  suited  for 
Hongkong  and  river  traffic.  Kerosene  motors  are  thought  to  be  better 
for  commercial  work.  Under  present  war  conditions  crude-oil  motora 
can  successfully  compete  with  steam  launches,  but  under  normal  con- 
ditions it  is  believed  by  some  dealers  in  Hongkong  that  the  steam 
launches  will  retain  their  position  owing  to  their  greater  reliability. 

Chinese  in  Canton  are  making  a  heavy-duty  motor,  but  it  is  not 
thought  that  this  can  successfully  compete  with  foreign  makes.  The 
Chinese  have  copied  the  "Boliuder"  type,  which  they  found  the 
simplest  of  all  hot-bulb  motors. 


MUHICIPAI  FINANCES  OF  BERGEN,  NORWAY. 

l.\bBlraet  or  article  In  ScnndliinviBn  Shipping  Goictte,  Jiiij  i3.J 
The  borough  council  of  Bergen  has  recently  announced  a  city 
budget  for  1918-iy  amounting  to  30,650,000  crowns  ($0,822,200  at 
the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,268),  an  increase  of  3,600.000  crowns 
($904,800)  over  the  pi-ecedvng  fiscal,  year,  On  June  30,  1017,  the 
municipal  debt  was  40,000,000  crowns  ($10,720,000)  and  a  recent  loan 
of  15,000,000  crowns  ($4,020,000)  brings  tlie  present  total  to 
55,000,000  crowns  ($14,740,000).  . 
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DUTCH  COXPANT  FOSl  FTTSCHASnTO  BUXLDIira  MATERIALS. 

IVlee  Consul  A.  C.  Nelson,  Tbc  Hague,  July  31.] 

Tlj^'Ceuti^iiil  cQinpany  fctf  psTW^asingiljujIt^ing  materials  (Centrale 
Bouwmateriaknvoorzieiiirig  C.  B.  V.)  refeiTed  to  in  Commerce  Ee- 
FORTS  for  April  IG,  1018,  has  now  couipleti'd  its  oi;ganization  by  the 
election  of  officers  and  has  cstablisliMT  headmiartcrs  at  Muuritskade 
33,  The  Hague.  In  an  intor\'iew  which  I  liau  to-day  with  the  mana- 
ger of  the  company,  Mr.  H.  C.  A.  Hcnny,  he  said : 

Tlie  iniLiilriptilllicK  of  The  HnBue,  .inisterdam,  anil  Utrwlit,  in  coojunction 
with  tlie  Sllnlstry  of  WHtcrstiiat.  which  hfle  charge  tit  all  piiMlc  wntks  of  tlie 
State,  nrprc  (he  orisiiiatom  of  the  wmiwiny,  but  latw  iixw*  thao  100  Datch 
nmnlcipBHtlvs  Joined  in  tlils  eiitwrpriKe.  The  objett  of  the  (^nipfdiy  Ifi  to  aup- 
plf  the  different  nmiilHpnlitleti  with  as  c-heap  InilMIng  nmterfAl  as  eaii  lie  bought 
bj  tmyinfi  lu  inr^re  quantltiex,  but  no  private  i^erKon  «in  make  u»»  of  the  oona- 
pany.  In  other  words.  o(ir  aim  t«  to  assist  inwnlcip«Htie«  only,  tn  eractlog 
bntldingK  nenled  for  their  population. 

Frankly,  I  linrdly  think  -A-e  shall  he  able  to  liiiy  mwh  from  the  United 
States,  at  IwM  not  to  start  with,  iimlei'  prenent  clTcunnttanw* ;  Imt  even  after 
tlie  war  I  lliink  liisli  frciBht  rates  will  make  It  ini(«*slb(e  for  tlie  T'nlted  States 
to  t-oiiipi'to  Mitli  noitherii  Kuivipe  and  (jfrmimj'.  Oui'  imving  iimUrial  we  get 
from  Sweden  iuid  Itelglttui,  and  for  roofing  «p  sliiill  use  our  good  old  Dntch 
Ules. 

Howe^■l^.  I  tielleve  we  shall  look  to  the  I'nlled  States  for  bathrooiu  ftitures, 
etc,,  If  It  Ik  i»os.iihle  1»  ini]Hir(  ttiew  fn)ni  tltere  at  resiwmabte  flpii-es.  At  the 
Hame  time  I  "isli  to  nay  iliiit  olTi'i's  fi-oiii  tin.-  Uiiiled  Stnten  fi>r  all  fu)rts  ot 
bnlldlng  materials  \i111  of  finrne  bo  wvUinue  and  will  alwaj-n  tie  K(ve«  a  cnn- 
dld  eonsideratiou. 

In  this  connection  it  miglit  be  stated  that  the  pavinc  material  used 
in  HoUsnd  coo^sts  of  stone  and  ''klinkcrK'*  (lurd  Burned  brick); 
ai^phalt  paving  is  also  ii.sed  to  a  pi^eat  extent- 


UrCKEASED  EZFOBTS  TSOH  SASTO  DOUUffQO  TO  VmTED  STATES. 

(Cofwul  Chua^at  B.  Udwardi,  Sauts  Lkuiiliieii.  IHnulolcaii  lltpubUc.  AiiiL  i-1 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  and  <ni!intities  of  (tie  exports 
invoiced  at  (he  Santo  Domingo  consulate  for  the  United  Stales  during 
the  first  six  miinth^  of  191S  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  for  1917: 


Arliilp^. 

).B--/ui>e,  WIT, 

feu.^aD>.  ms. 

'■■S;S 

:s.s 

Valut. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

f?«™ 

3».iai 

45 

11,  RK 

im.m 

iS^iiv 

*•§ 

V,,VK 
K.4JS,17K 

1l 

sS^-;;;;;-;:;;:;::;;;::;:;;:;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;: 

"■P^, 

1,009,  W» 

.'.L              ••: 

'     ' 

TKe'exports  to  T^drtVi  Ri.^)  for  the  1M8  periM  amounted  to  $19>92, 
as  colripared  with  $ii9,002  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1917.  Of 
this  total,  $10,494  represents  the  value  of  beans  e.vportcd.  as  against 
$17,279  for  the  corresixmding  i>eriod  in  1917. 
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SECOin)  BBAZILIAN  NATIONAL  UVE-STOCE  EXPOSITION. 

IVl™  Consul  Itk-Horil  r.  Uumspn,  Itio  6r  Inndrn.  July  10;  spc  also  CdiiJikbch  RefohtB 
(or  June  2!>,  IIHS.] 

The  following  notos.  coiicerninf;  the  Second  Brnzilian  National 
Live-SttK'k  Kxposition,  prepiired  by  Mr,  lienjiimin  V.  IIiiTiniciitt,  an 
American  nnd  dii"ector  of  the  Lavrus  A^rienltiiral  Hehool.  indicate 
the  rapid  strides  which  are  being  made  in  the  cattle  and  other  live- 
stock industries  in  Brazil: 

Considpi-iug  nil  tlie  plrtuuiBlaiiPes  llie  SwnjiiiI  Natlimnl  Ltve-Sli>clc  Sliow, 
held  In  Itio  de  Jutieiro  In  May  of  this  year,  was  n  great  sui-opkn.  At  the  close 
of  the  Hrst  hIidw  last  year  It  was  annouiiceil  that  the  aecontl  unimiil  show  would 
be  lield  at  the  name  date  tills  year.  However,  u])  until  about  two  months 
before  time  for  the  Hhow  to  he  held  no  ste|is  hud  been  takeu  for  its  oi'^niaitloD. 
The  GkiverniiieDt  finally  put  the  matter  Into  tlie  hands  of  the  National  Society 
of  Agriculture  for  orpinlzatlon  and  direction.  The  society  huuiedlately  ap- 
pointed a  competent  coimnlttee  that  went  to  work  at  that  lute  hour  to  ortrtuilee 
the  exposition.  Attractive  jiosters  and  a  catalORUe  slilng  luslructlous  to  the 
exhibitors  were  distributed  throughout  the  country, 
Entrlei,  bj  States— Cattle  Exhibit 

Nearly  1,300  head  were  entered  and  the  nctual  exhihita  reached  1.000  head. 
Cattle  predominated  (both  milk  and  beet  breeds),  but  the  entries  also  luclnde'l 
100  head  of  horses  and  50  hogs.  There  were  also  a  fair  number  of  fowls  in  the 
poultry  department. 

Areording  to  Htntes.  the  number  of  head  sent  wna  as  follows :  Bahla,  1 ; 
EsDiilto  Santo.  1;  Estado  do  Itio,  301;  Dlstrk-to  Federal,  227;  Sao  Taulo,  352; 
Mioas  Qernos,  202;  Goyaz,  3;  I'arana,  10;  Itlo  Grande  do  Sul,  1.  This  is  the 
country  of  Rreat  dlstaiicea,  so  It  Is  easy  to  iraderKtand  why  the  States  nearest 
Rio  de  Janeiro  had  the  larcest  representation  while  the  more  distant  States 
did  not  contribute  very  heavily. 

In  Brazil  the  Government  gives  free  transportation  to  the  cattle  shown,  whlcli 
stimulates  Interest  The  Government  also  furnishes  tlie  prize  money  and  the 
feed  for  the  stock  while  at  the  show.  At  the  close  of  the  show  the  maKnIllcent 
silver  cups  offered  by  the  packing  houses  and  others  were  awarded,  and  on  tlie 
following  day  the  money  prizes  were  paid.  The  most  attractive  lot  of  beet 

cattle  was  the  herd  of  Herefords  shown  by  the  Granja  Itemanso,  of  Minas,  be- 
longing  to  Messrs.  Medelroa  and  Carnelro.  There  were  practically  no  Short- 
horns and  only  a  few  Anftus.  hut  a  number  of  Zebus  were  exhibited.  Of  the  fat 
cattle  the  lot  of  cn>ssbred  Zebus  won  over  the  crossbred  Herefords.  The  reason 
given  for  putting  the  Zebus  in  first  place  was  that  they  di-cs-sed  a  better  per- 
centafje  and  gave  heavier  quarters.  Of  the  dairy  breeds,  the  principal  lots 
were  Etolstelns,  Brown  Swiss,  Simenthal,  and  Limousin.  A  milking;  contest 
was  conducted  in  connection  with  the  show. 
Increased  Interest  in  H<^  Raising — Bales. 

The  sheep  exhibit  was  almost  nil.  The  hos  exhibit  showed  much  improve- 
ment over  that  of  last  year.  Berkshires,  Large  Itlacks,  Mule  Foot,  Tamworth, 
and  Duroe  .Jersey  were  among  the  breeds  entered.  The  cups  offered  by  Armour 
&  Co.  and  the  Continentnl  L'roilucts  Co.  were  won  by  the  Durocs  shown  by  the 
Lavras  Agricultural  School.  There  has  been  a  declde<l  increase  In  Interest  in 
hog  raising  and  these  exhibits  should  lu»|ir<)ve  very  much  at  future  exhibillons. 

All  animals  ei;hlblteil  niay  be  sold  at  the  dally  public  auctions  or  by  private 
sale.  The  sales  this  year  amounted  to  over  $20,000.  The  attendance  was  very 
good;  the  first  day  aliotit  6,000  and  the  closing  day  over  10,000  {Wi'sons  vislteil 
the  exhibits.  A  mot  ion -picture  film  of  the  cx|iosition  was  made.  The  af^lcul- 
tural  journals  also  published  large  numbers  of  pictures  of  the  animals  shown. 

Tlie  next  show  will  Ixi  held  in  1919,  he^inning  June  11.  There  will 
be  ^fatc  fairs  in  Sao  P4uio  anji  in  all  projDability  ,in  Minas  Gerara. 
Theee  exposition^  are  a  great  stimulfis  to  cattle  breeding  iii  'Brazil 
and  will  grow  better  from  year  to  year. 

Give  Our  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance — ^Buy  War-SaringB  Stampsi  ^ 
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MAzunw  PRICES  in  minouAT. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  Monlpvldeo.  July  Ifi.] 

The  Uruguayan  National  Subsistence  Board  has  recently  fixed 
maximum  priccw  for  a  number  of  products  in  different  Departments 
of  tlio  interior,  biiaed,  as  a  rule,  on  the  recoinraeiuUitions  or  reports  of 
departmental  commissions. 

A  deci'ee  of  June  18,  1918,  anthorized  the  exportation  during  the 
present  year  and  up  to  July  15,  1918,  of  6,000,000  tangerine 
oranges.  This  license  was  granted  at  the  request  of  oi"ange  growers 
of  tile  Department  of  Salto,  who  reported,  after  several  nad  years, 
an  exceptionally  good  crop  estimated  at  100,000  cases,  or  35,000,000 
oranges  of  all  kinds,  the  principal  market  for  which  is  Buenos 
Aires. 
OascUn«  and  KcroKne — Lower  Prlee  Fixed  foi  'Eegt- 

A  decree  of  June  18,  1018,  established  for  Montevideo  tlie  follow- 
ing maximum  prices  per  case  {containing  two  cans  of  approximately 
5  gallons  each)  for  gasoHueand  kerosene  sold  by  importers  to  dealers: 
Gasoline,  green  label,  $6.57;  yellow  label,  $7.50;  kerosene,  without 
faucet,  $5.38;  with  faucet,  $5.43.  Both  kerosene  and  gasoline  are 
very  scarce  at  Montevideo,  and  importers  have  hud  to  take  steps  to 
avoid  speculation  and  insure  an  equitable  distribution  of  these  com- 
modities. Both  products  are  supplied  e.xchisively  by  the  United 
States.  A  second  decree  of  July  5  maintained  the  foregoing  prices 
for  gasoline  and  kerosene  as  respects  sales  from  iraportere  to  whole- 
salers. For  wholesalers  selling  to  ivtailers,  the  same  maximum 
prices  are  fixed,  the  wholesaler  being  allowed  only  the  2  per  cent  given 
him  by  the  importer.  For  retailers  selling  to  the  public,  the  follow- 
ing maximum  prices,  base<l  on  a  12  per  cent  profit,  are  fixed :  Gaso- 
line, yellow  label,  $4.14  per  can ;  gasoline,  green  label,  $3.02  per  can 
and  78.3  cents  per  gallon ;  kerosene,  62.6  cents  per  gallon. 

On  July  6,  1918,  the  following  new  maximum  prices  for  ecgs  at 
Montevideo  were  established:  To  wholesalei-s,  26,9  cents  per  dozen; 
wholesalei-s  to  retailers,  30  cents;  retailers  to  public,  33.1  cents. 
These  prices  are  well  below  those  fixed  on  June  4,  which  were  39.3, 
44.5,  and  49.6  cents,  respectively. 


JAPANESE  COTTON  HILL  IN  SHANGHAI, 

[Acting  CuBimptclal  Attach^  A.  W.  Fciiln,  Pekiue.  CMnii.I 

It  is  announced  that  the  Japan-China  Cotton  Spinning  Co.  is  be- 
ing organized  by  capitalists  of  Tokyo  and  Osaka  to  take  over  and 
operate  the  plant  of  tho  International  Cotton  Manufacturing  Co.,  in 
SnanghaJ,  which  was  recently  acquired  from  British  interests  by 
Suketaro  Kawasaki. 

The  new  company  is  capitalized  at  10,000,000  yen.  It  will  repay 
to  Mr.  Kawasaki  the  1,300,000  taels  which  he  paid  for  the  plant  ^tnd 
giood  Vs'ill  of  the  I-hfematiftnal  <!?<>■»  pli^  a  cdhipiission'  of  Iff  per  cent. 

ThejMant  actjuiivd  by'the  Cfihipanj" fhroitgli  Mr.  KaT^iisaki  (Con- 
sists 6i  53,000  spiiidles  and  oOOlooms.  Bcsidi's  the  operatibn  of  ttiis 
plant  the  Japan-China  Cotton  Spinning  Co.  plans  to  inaugurate  new 
enterprises  in  China,  including  tiie  growing  of  cotton. 

Goot^lc 
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CONDinOH  OF  CBOFS  IH  THE  NETUEBLANDS. 

[Consul  Fraok  W.  Uahla,  Amsterdam.  Jul;  29.J 

Official  reports  from  agricoltiiral'Wrpespondents  thrmighont  Hol- 
land showing  crop  conditions  July  18,  1918,  are  just  published  in 
consolidated  form. 

The  last  crop  report  from  this  consulate,  dated  June  24,  1918  [see 
CoMMBKCE  Reporth  for  July  23],  gave  conditions  on  June  14,  Be- 
tween that  date  and  July  18  the  rainfall  was  about  nonnal  and  the 
houi :  of  sunshine  were  15  per  cent  i.bove  normal.  The  average 
temperature,  however,  was  slightly  below  normal.  The  fro?t  and 
drought  mentioned  in  the  report  of  June  24  still  showed  their  bad 
effects  in  July.  Various  crops,  such  as  beans,  potatoes,  and  other 
vegetables,  were  retarded  by  the  frost,  but  it  is  not  impossible  for 

food  weather  to  repair  this  damage.  Some  of  the  damage  caused 
y  the  drought  is  irreparable.  Straw  is  generally  short,  grain  was 
affected  in  (juantity  and  quality,  and  the  hay  product  was  reduced. 
Winter  grain  suffered  less  than  summer,  and  the  early-sown  summer 
grain  sutfered  less  than  the  later-sown. 

The  following  table  shows  in  figures  the  condition  of  crops  June 
14  i.nd  July  18,  respectively.  It  is  explained  that  00  means  excel- 
lent, 00  very  good,  70  good,  00  rather  pood.  50  medium,  40  rather 
bad,  30  bad,  and  10  a  failure;  67  is  an  average  crop: 


c,.. 

Conilltion  of  crops— 

1                      crop. 

Condliroiiolm.p»- 

June  H. 

July  IS. 

JuniJH.' 

July  18. 

To!l 

69.3 

7S.7 
64.3 

■0.0 

The  foregoing  figures  indicate  that,  ns  a  whole,  grain  improved 
and  vegetables  deteriorated  between  June  14  and  Jidy  18,  and  that 
meadows  and  hay  lands  of  the  different  kinds  deteriorated.  The  lat- 
ter is  particularly  unfortunat*.  The  subsistence  of  live  stock  next 
winter  depends  largely  upon  the  condition  of  grass  and  hay  this  sum- 
mer, since  no  corn  or  prepared  feeds  can  now  be  obtained.  The  out- 
look is  considered  very  dark,  and  predictions  are  heard  that  most  of 
the  live  stock  will  have  to  be  slauglitered  for  food  or  sold  to  the  most 
available  buyer  next  winter. 
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AUSTBAUAN  PROHIBITION  OK  IKPORTS  OF  CITBTJS  FRini'S. 

Consul  General  Josejili  I.  Brittain  reported  from  Sydney  on 
Auf^ist  24  thiit  the  importation  of  citnis  fruits  into  Australia  is 
prohibited  except  with  the  wrilten  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs. 


REVIVAL  OF  BRAZILIAN  SUGAR  EXPORT  TRADE. 

[Vice  Connul  Ricbard  P.  Momsen,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  14.] 

The  very  great  increase  in  recent  years  in  the  nmonnt  of  sugar 
ex|)orled  ^r'om  Brazil  indicates  that  this  industrv^n  which  a  cen- 
tury ago  Brazil  occupied  a  leading  world  positi«tn,  but  in  which  it 
lost  rank  through  inability  to  compete  with  other  coiinlries  using 
modern  machinery — is  again  reviving.  From  a  total  of  5.30*'  tmis 
exported  in  1013  (the  last  ante  bellum  year),  exports  have  rapidly 
ris^cn,  so  that  in  1917  shipments  exceeded  130,000  tons,  valued  at  more 
than  $17,000,000. 

Great  Britain  formerly  was  the  chief  foreign  buyer  of  Brazilian 
sugar,  taking  practically  tiie  entire  quantity  exported  in  prewar 
yeai-s.  Lately,  however,  new  cusfomei-s  ha\'e  entered  the  market, 
as  the  following  table  shows: 


Exported  lo- 

!_*  

vu  e. 
$1,131,742 

H 

im- 

Toil-. 

Tuns. 
l3>Vi 

l.UK'.OU 

'lon5.    1     V.Lh.o. 
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v.r"" 

2I.9M 

2.2-3        t2l'l,m 

Mi.<n:, 

M 

2.  IS-.,  112 

IruBTiiiy ; 
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In  1914  the  United  States  took  fi,ii(13  tons  of  lirazilian  sugar,  val- 
ued at  $.">0S,397,  agaiubt  none  in  the  two  yaws  preceding. 
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IMPOSTS  OF  CHEHICALS  IHTO  IVKIS  IN  1917. 

(roiii-nl   IMwiQ  C.  Kpidp,  Tunla,  Tunis,  Jnlj  23,1 

The  iiiiu-ket  in  Tunis  for  chemicals  and  dvestifffs.  the  irreafer  part 
of  which  are  absorbed  by  the  dm|r  and  paint  trades,  is  snpplied 
chiefly  bv  France.  AUhimjrh  there  is  »  ^khI  demand  for  these  goods. 
tiade  with  the  Ignited  States  is  at  present  difficult  on  account  of 
iniide<juiitc  sliippiuf;  facilities  iind  laclc  of  direct  steamer  connection, 
the  route  via  ilarseille  causing  lonp  delays. 

The  extent  of  this  trade  in  the  district  can  best  be  judged  from 
the  folhiwing  Kgitres,  which  show  the  amonnt  of  dieraicals  imported 
into  Tunis  in  1917: 
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ELECTBICAL  PLANTS  IS  KASAOASCAB. 


Only  two  electrical  plants  have  been  installed  thus  far  in  MitJa- 
jjascar.  These  are:  I/Energie  Indii-^rielle,  Kesean  de  Madagascar, 
for  lightinfT  the  town  of  Tananarive,  the  capital,  and  for  snpplying 

E>wer  to  industrial  motors,  European  headquarters,  04  Kiie  St. 
azarc.  Paris,  France;  Messrs,  Barriquand  &  Orsini,  Majnnga, 
Madagascar,  The  hitter  plant  is  also  used  for  lighting  the  town  of 
Majiiiig-a.    There  are  no  tramway  companies  in  Madagascar. 

The  published  customs  statistics  do  not  specify  the  qnantitie^  of 
electrical  material  imported  into  Madaga.'*car.  but  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  from  the  local  customs  authorities  jipnres  giving  the  total 
qtiantities  of  dynamo  armatures  and  detached  parts,  including  all 
classes  of  electrical  apparatus,  as  follows,  for  the  past  five  vears: 
IJUS,  l,l)r.8  pounds:  1914.  9,243  pounds;  1915,  13,7s8  pounds;' 1916, 
34,0'-l-2  pounds ;  1917,  2.75-i  pounds. 

Although  the  statistics  do  not  spei'ify  the  various  classes  of  elec- 
trical material  imported,  the  above  tigurcs  would  appear  to  include 
principally  material  used  for  lighting  purposes  in  Tananarive  and 
Majiinga,  and  for  u.se  in  connection  with  the  100  or  more  industrial 
motors  in  operation,  principally  in  these  two  towna. 


Protect  Your  Soldiers  with  Yon  SftTin^ 
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LIUITED  USE  OF  HODEEN  FAAH  UACHIHEET  IN  VALENCIA. 

[Consul  Jabn  R.  PulDam,  VBlPnda,  Spain.] 

Modern  farm  mnohinery  is  not  used  to  nny  extent  in  the  Valencia 
district,  nor  arc  conditions  favonibJe  for  its  present  introduction. 
Farming  hero  is  intensive  and  on  a  small  scale,  and  this  combined 
with  the  abundance  of  chenp  labor  and  the  weij;ht  of  custom  explains 
the  poor  market  in  this  district  hitherto  for  power-fanning  ma- 
chinery. 

Crude,  locally  made  plows,  simple  disk  and  peg-tooth  harrows,  and 
rarious  kinds  of  homemade  clod  ma^liei-s  and  rollers  are  the  prin- 
cipal agricnltnral  implements.  In  many  ruses  practically  all  the 
work  is  'done  by  hand  with  a  spade  or  like  implement.  Horses, 
mules,  and  donkeys  are  employed  m  the  fields.    Labor  is  verj'  cheap, 

Erobably  not  averaging  over  W  cents  a  day.  There  are  some  largo 
oldingK,  but  the  great  majority  are  small  and  can  be  worked  satis- 
factorily by  the  farmer,  his  family,  and  one  of  the  above-named 
animals,  which  is  also  used  for  marketing  the  produce.  . 

Except  in  the  case  of  a  few  large  land  ownei-s,  any  purchases  of 
expensive  machinery  would,  of  necessity,  be  in  the  nature  of  an  in- 
vestment made  by  a  village  or  the  farmers  of  a  section,  and  used  by 
all  in  common.  The  question  would  then  arise  regarding  the  em- 
ployment of  the  labor  displaced  by  the  machines. 

The  one  section  in  tliis  district  in  which  conditions  ore  favorable 
to  more  elaborate  farming  methods  is  the  wheat  and  grain  region  of 
Albaeete  Province,  There  the  fields  are  larger,  the  land  is  level  over 
considerable  areas,  and  grain-thrashing  machines  are  used,  the 
power  for  which  is  supplied  usually  by  steam  traction  or  gasoline 
engines. 

Power  farming  may  be  said  to  be  in  its  infancy  in  Spain,  and  the 
Spanish  farmer  will  probably  have  to  be  educated  gradually  up  to 
its  use  by  more  extensive  advertising  and  practical  demonstration 
of  its  advantages. 

JAMAICAN  TRADE  IN  MUSICAL  INSTEUMENTS  DECLINES. 

[CoiDiiil  Charka  L.  Latbam,  Kliteslod.] 

The  trade  in  musical  instruments  in  Jamaica  has  diminished  to  a 
considerable  extent  since  the  outbreak  of  the  Eui-opean  war,  as  shown 
by  the  steady  decrease  in  import  figures  since  1913.  These  figures 
niay  be  taken  as  an  index  to  this  trade,  as  no  musical  instruments  are 
produced  on  the  island,  except  a  few  crude  nal  ivc  instniiuents. 

The  imports  of  musical  instruments  into  Jamaica  for  the  fiscal 
years  l!)l:t  to  1<)17  were  valued  at  $-",3,045,  it!41,2S0,  !i!-)l,C80,  $21,105, 
and  ?"23,C90.  respectively.  These  figures  do  not  inchwle,  however,  con- 
siderable musical  sundries  entering  the  country  under  other  classifi- 
cations. The  share  of  this  class  of  mercliandisc  coming  from  the 
United  States  has  risen  from  50  per  cent  in  1013  to  75  per  cent  in 
1917,  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  securing  goods  and  transporting 
them  from  other  countries. 

In  normal  times  a  coirI  trade  in  the  cheaper  grade  of  musical  in- 
struments and  meicuandise  Khould  result  from  aggressive  sales 
methods. 
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FORESTRY  STUDIES  IK  CANADA. 

[Wi'i'kly  ItullclEn,  CanBillau  Department  oC  Tmde  SDd  CommcTCt,  Ollawa,  Aug.  10.] 

Uwiii^  to  the  tremeiidoiiti  consumption  of  timber,  lumber,  pulp 
wood,  etc.,  diiriiifj  the  liiiit  few  yeary,  the  cxhau^itioQ  in  the  near 
future  of  Cuiiiidian  forest  reHoiirccs  can  no  loiifjer  be  regarded  as  a 
negligible  pro.4i)oct.  Tlii.s  situation  led  the  ad\isory  board  of  the 
Fort'Hlry  Branch  of  (he  Department  of  tlie  Interior  to  make,  in 
January,  1917,  lUi  analysis  of  the  existiiifr  forestry  situation.  In 
order  to  meet  tliis  situation,  it  was  evident  tliat  certain  regulative 
mca.surcs  would  have  to  be  adopted,  but  it  was  equally  evident  that 
such  measures  would  have  to  be  based  on  defiiiite  scientihc  informa- 
tion, little  of  whieli  was  available  at  that  date.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  obtain  a  scieutiKc  liasis  for  future  remedial  measures  and  also  to 
curtail  pieKent  wasteful  methods  the  advisory  board  of  the  Forestry 
Branch  drew  up  the  following  recommeiidations : 

(1)  That  the  stock  taking  of  the  -standing  timber  of  eastern 
Canada  should  be  completed. 

(y)  That  a  quick  reconnaissance  survey  should  be  made  on  the  con- 
dition of  cut-over  lan<ls. 

(3)  That  a  study  should  be  initiated  of  the  possibilities  and  suc- 
cessful methods  o't  securing  reproduction  of  the  more  important 
timber  trees,  esi)ecially  white  pine  and  spruce. 

(i)  That  an  early  determination  should  be  made  of  the  rates  of 
growth,  in  volume,  of  the  important  timber  trees,  both  individually 
and  in  forest  stands,  to  pennit  calculation  of  possible  quantity  of 
reproduction.  This  work  would  include  the  construction  of  volume 
tables, 
utilization  of  Foreigii  Studies — Funds  from  Besearch  Council. 

In  discussing  these  recommendations,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that 
some  of  tliis  work  has  been  done,  both  in  Canada  and  elsewhere.  For 
example,  the  Commission  of  Conservation  has  completed  valuable 
investigations  on  the  timber  of  British  Columbia  and  \ova  Scotia. 
The  study  of  the  rale  of  reproduction,  etc.,  of  trees  in  Europe  ha.s 
also  hcen  undertaken,  and  in  the  United  States  certain  investigations 
have  been  made  on  similar  topics  for  American  trees.  As  regards 
the  species  that  are  common  U)  the  United  States  and  Canada,  the 
results  obtained  by  American  study  would,  of  course,  be  paitly  appli- 
cable ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  climatic  and  soil  conditions  of 
Canada,  owing  to  its  higher  latitude,  arc  factors  that  render  rather 
uncertain  information  derived  from  investigations  carried  on  abi-oad. 

In  consequence  of  the  recommendations  made  by  the  advisory  board 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  tlie  director  of  the  Forestry 
Branch  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Research  Council. 
It  was  proposed  that  these  investigations  be  made  on  the  Petawawa 
Military  Reserve,  a  part  of  which,  only  25  stjuare  miles  in  extent,  is 
use<l  for  military  purposes,  the  remaining  80  square  miles  being 
therefore  available  for  forestry  studies.  This  is  part  of  an  old  cut- 
over  timber  district,  on  which  a  second  forest  has  begun  to  develop, 
and  the  timber  on  it  Is  at  a  stage  of  growth  that  renders  it  suitable 
for  tJie  proposed  study.  Recognizing  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
the  Research  Council  recommended  that  a  grant  should  be  given  to 
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"  carry  out  the  investigation  during  the  Riinimprs  of  1017  and  the  fol- 
lowing years.  ConwHuicntly,  in  Aiipnst,  li>17,  a  i»reiiininarv  siirvt^y 
vas  made  on  the  reserve  by  a  fororit  survey  party  nnd  vahtablc  results 
■were  obtained.  In  Mav,  1918,  the  work  was  roconmienced  and  is  now 
proceetling  satisfactorily. 


DHY  DOCKS  AHD  SLIPWAYS  AT  MONTEVIDEO. 

K'unsul  Willlnm  IHiwsod.  MdutcvtcJ™,  rrugiiay,  Julj-  17.] 

The  National  Port  Administration  at  Jlonte^'idfo  has  recently  pur- 
chased a  stimll  slipway  and  repair  yard  known  as  the  "  Varadero 
Liissich,"  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  IjiissicU  lifrhterage  con- 
cern. When  the  company's  lightei-s  were  taken  over  by  the  port  ad- 
ministration in  December,  1017,  the  "varadero"  was  rented  to  tlie 
port  which  has  now  purchased  the  site  with  all  its  equipment  for  tho 
sum  of  U-2,0m  pe^os  (^UC.b28)  payable  in  6  per  cent  bonds  (Titulos 
de  Nacionalizacion  del  Puerto)  to  be  issued  at  05  per  cent. 

Capacity  ol  Dry  Docks. 

Montevideo  posse,s.-ies  two  good-sizfd  dry  docks  equipjM'd  to  do 
work  of  .some  im|>OTlance.  The  larger  is  tiie  so-called  I)ique  \ncional 
{National  Dry  Duck)  operated  by  the  T^ruguaynn  Navy.  The  dock 
has  a  length  of  459  feet  and  a  width  of  55  feet  and  can  receive  vessels 
drawing  up  to  19  feet.  It  is  equip^x-d  with  steam  and  electric  pumps 
which  can  pnmp  it  dry  in  abont  eight  hours.  The  dock  is  stated  to 
require  certain  repairs  and  there  has  been  talk  of  extensive  improve- 
ments to  be  made  by  the  Government,  although  no  definite  project 
has  as  yet  been  formidated.  One  side  was  recently  taken  down  and 
enlarged. 

The  Diqiie  Maua  (Maiui  Dry  Dock)  was  completed  in  1S73  and  is 
controlled  by  British  intere-;ts.  It  has  repaired  Itritish,  Spanish,  lira- 
zilian,  and  Italian  war  vessels,  as  well  as  passenger  and  freight' 
steamers,  and  sailing  ves.sels  up  to  2,000  registered  tons.  Its  dimen- 
sions are:  Length,  '280  feet:  width,  51  feet;  draft,  12  feet  4  inches; 
the  UBiial  deptli  of  the  water  being  about  I.'>  feet.  It  is  equipped  with 
2  centrifugal  steam  pumps  of  46  and  25  centimeters,  a  hoisting  en- 
gine lifting  :iO  t<ms,  stationary  and  movable  crane-s,  modern  machine 
shops,  etc.  The  Maua  dock  has  no  regular  tariff,  it  being  usual  to 
contract  for  the  particular  work  to  he  done.  It  is  usually  kept  busy 
during  the  winter  months  by  Norwegian  whalers  who  make  Monte-  i 
video  their  base,  i 

Sllpwa;  Equipped  to  Repair  Vessels. 

In  addition  to  the  establishments  already  mentioned  the  po-callcd ' 
"Varadero  del  Cerro,"  a  slijiway  owned  and  operfrted  by  the  Ccrro 
Foundry  &  Engine  Co.  (British),  can  repair  hulls  of  small  vesr^els, 
and  has  well-eqnipped  shops  for  machine  repairs. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  shops  of  the  Diqno 
Maua,  the  Varadero  del  Cerro,  and  the  firm  of  Regiisci  y  Vouhiiinot, 
have  done  or  are  doing  the  repair  work  on  the  macbineiy  of  the 
German  ves-els  taken  over  at  Montevideo  by  the  I'mcuayan  Govern- 
ment,   For  docking  these  vessels  tiie  Diipie  Nacional  is  used. 
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BRITISH  FIRMS  ADVISED  TO  PREPARE  FOR  FtTTDRE. 

[Brltlsb  ((iDverniiipiit)  Itoord  at  Trade  louraBl,  Aug.  1.] 

Restrictions  upon  exports  from  the  Unitetl  Kingdom  have  grown 
more  and  more  severe  as  the  war  has  progressed,  and  manufacturers 
have  become  less  and  less  able  to  meet  tlie  aeuiands  of  over-sea  buyers. 
They  are  rationed  in  regard  to  most  materials,  and  tliey  are  suffering 
from  a  ^lortago  of  labor,  yo  that  they  can  not  in  many  eases  execute 
more  than  a  small  part  of  the  home  demands  upon  them.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  might  appear  useless  to  cultivate  those  markets 
in  the  dominions  and  colonies  which,  though  recognized  to  be  of  the 
highest  importance  for  the  future,  can  not  in  the  present  be  made 
fruitful.  Nevertheless,  a  policy  of  complete  inaction  would  be  a  had 
policy. 

There  will  bo  a  great  expansion  in  export  tiade  after  the  war, 
especially  with  the  dominions,  colonies,  and  allied  countries,  and 
British  manufacturers  can  not  expect  to  reap  where  they  have  not 
tilled  and  sown.  Tlie  least  they  shoid*!  do.  both  maiuifactiirers  and 
merchants,  during  the  months  of  restriction,  is  to  take  note  of  the 
criticisms  which  liave  been  repeatedly  directed  against  them,  to  exam- 
ine their  methods  of  production  and  distribution,  to  seize  every 
opportunity  of  studying  the  rapidly  changing  conditions-  in  over-^as 
markets  which  the  war  has  brought  about,  and  to  make  ready  for  the 
renewal  of  exporting  activity  when  the  war  is  over. 
A  Common  Criticism. 

The  most  fre^iucnt  cliarge  leveled  at  British  maniifacturei-s  is  that 
they  are — or  were — unwillmg  to  make  goods  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  a  particular  market.  By  constant  repetition  it  had 
become  almost  an  axiom  before  the  war  that,  while  British  manufac- 
turers offered  for  sale  the  goods  which  it  suited  them  to  make,  Ger- 
man manufacturers  offered  the  goods  which  it  -suited  their  customers 
to  buy.  It  is  probable  that  this  charge  had  less  evidence  to  support 
it  than  has  been  generally  supposed.  It  as.sumes  for  its  truth  the 
existence  of  a  system  .of  standardization  among  British  manufac- 
turers generally  which  is  not  apparent  to  investigators.  In  fact,  the 
conspicuous  absence  of  standardized  or  mass  production,  whether  of 
locomotives  or  buttons,  is  revealed  and  commented  upon  by  most  com- 
mittees of  inquiry  into  British  methods.  Those  goods  which  large 
British  manufacturers  did  produce  in  standardized  (j^iialitics — such  as 
screws,  long  cloth,  serge,  and  soap — were  not  only  m  large  demand 
abroad  but  gave  rise  to  few  complaints. 

Standardization  was  making  progress  before  the  war,  but.  as  a 
rule,  excessive  individualism  in  manufacture,  and  not  too  great  a 
love  for  standardization,  has  been  showu  to  be  our  national  defect. 
How,  then,  did  the  belief  become  almost  universal  that  British  manu- 
facturers are  less^daptable  to  o^er-scas  conditions  than  their  German 
rivals?  The  reply  is,  first,  that  many  British  manufacturers  have  in 
the  past  neglected  to  study  the  mer-seas  markets  with  the  meticulous 
care  devote<l  to  them  by  the  Germans;  and,  second,  that  the  over-seas 
buyers  have  not  explored  with  sufficient  patience  the  field  of  British 
production. 
Faolts  on  Both  Sides. 

There  have  been  faults  on  both  sides,  which  it  is  hoped  the  future 
will  remote.    "When  a  colonial  buyer  has  failed  to  obtain  precisely 
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■what  he  wants  after  applying  to  one  or  two  large  firms  engaged  in 
standardized  forms  uf  mimiifjicture,  he  should  not  liastily  conclude 
that  there  are  no  British  firms  ready  to  adapt  themselves  to  his 
wislies.  The  persistent  belief  in  the  non  ad  apt  ability  of  British  man- 
ufacturers is  mainly  traceable,  to  the  following  causes:  (a)  Brilish 
manufacturers  have  been  asked  to  reproduce  or  provide  some  modifi- 
cation of  articles  already  standardized  in  other  countries,  although 
the  circumstances  and  local  conditions  of  the  original  manufacturer 
of  such  articles  made  competition  impossible  rar  makers  in  this 
country,  (l)  An  idea  of  some  new  putlern  originates  in  the  mind 
of  an  over-seas  would-be  buyor  and,  after  transmission  through  sev- 
eral intermetliaries,  roaches  the  British  manufacturer  in  an  unin- 
tctligible  form;  that  is  to  say,  the  over-seas  buyer  who,  in  liis  own 
interests,  buys  through  an  agent  or  a  merchant  fiiin  has  not  always 
been  careful  to  select  a  firm  which  gives  proper  .ittention  to  his  re- 
quirements, (e)  Changes  or  modifications  are  desired  which  the 
workers  employed  refuse  to  have  anything  to  do  with.  In  fact,  thfl 
general  conditions  prevailing  in  our  imtustries  before  the  war  placed 
the  making  of  a  large  number  of  articles  in  the  United  Kingdom  out- 
side the  spiiere  of  a  practical  business  proposition. 

In  the  new  world  upon  which  we  shall  enter  after  the  war  is  over 
British  firms  will  still  have  to  contend  against  and  break  down  a 
deep-rooted  conviction  abroad  that  they  are  rigidly  conservative. 
Their  methods  have  undergone  great  change  during  the  last  few 
years — and  had  begun  to  change  half  a  dozen  years  before  war  broke 
out — but  time  must  pass  before  the  export  markets  find  this  out. 
Though  little  active-business  can  be  done  at  present,  the  waiting  time 
need  not  be  wasted.  British  manufacturers  can  at  least  emphasiz© 
in  their  catalogues,  by  advertisement  and  through  their  agents, 
that  they  are  ready  whenever  it  is  practicable  to  make  the  goods 
which  their  customers  want  to  buy. 
Dealing  With  Inquiries. 

Another  sul>ject  of  complaint  is  the  way  in  Vvlnch  inquiries  are 
dealt  with.  IL  is  often  assi'rted  that  British  firms  do  not  pay  suffi- 
cient attention  to  corn'spondence.  It  mu.st,  however,  be  remem- 
bered tbat  under  war-time  conditions  firms  are  apt  to  be  impatient 
with  inquiries  which  tbey  can  not  satisfy;  and  even  if  the  inquiry  is 
for  goods  actually  in  stock,  a  gi-eat  deal  of  time  and  trouble  must  ho 
taken  up  in  dealing  with  it  under  present  conditions.  When  tha 
goods  inquired  for  are  not  being  made,  it  is  not  surprising  that  tho 
ntmost  attention  the  buyer  is  liliely  to  get  is  a  polite  note  stating  that 
the  goods  ai-e  not  made  or  stocked,  and  regretting  the  inability  to 
quote.  But  there  is  no  excuse  for  tlie  action  of  tliose  firms  which  send 
no  reply  at  all  when  the  subject  of  inquiry  has  Jio  immediate  interest 
for  them. 

The  consequences  of  such  inaction  are  well  illustrated  by  the  fol- 
lowing incident:  A  New  Zealand  merchant  sent  the  specifications  for 
certain  goods  to  one  British  firm  and  two  American  firms.  Tho 
British  firm  did  not  reply  at  all,  but  the  most  unexpected  residts 
followed  the  applications  to  New  York.  Both  firms  re]>lied  that  they 
were  sorry  they  could  not  quote,  but  that  they  had  passed  on  the 
inquiry  to  a  few  of  their  neighlHirs  in  the  hope  that  they  might  be 
able  to  supply  the  goods.    By  the  same  mail  the  New  Zealand  mer- 
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chant  rfcpivcd  no  Ipss  than  27  letters  from  If«w  Yorlc,  PliilfttSelt^is, 
etc.,  offeiinp  him  rrhat  he  required. 

In  view  of  the  importance  at  the  present  tin>e  of  finns  doing  all  in 
their  i>ower  to  Iwep  alive  intcrcsl  in  their  prodiicts,  it  ^ould  not  be 
nece.s.«iuT  to  point  ont  the  des^iraliility  of  replyini^  to  inquiries.  ev«i 
if  the  tirtifios  ilemaniled  f^n  not  be  supplied.  If  this  be  done,  the  ex- 
tension of  onr  trad^  when  tlie  war  is  over  will  be  made  more  easy. 
Passing  on  Inquiriei — OoTemment  CeopentioB. 

The  action  taken  by  the  American  firms  alluded  to  aboTc,  in  pass- 
ing oil  inquiries  to  othi'i-r)  Hkely  to  be  intoirsted,  reprcsfnts  jwrtiaps  a 
counsel  of  perfection,  if  wc  take  into  account  the  pres:;urc  on  clerical 
and  other  staffs  at  this  time.  Keverllieless.  it  is  a  business  policy 
which  in  the  end  insures  its  own  reward.  When  an  inquiry  oomes 
from  overseati,  an  attempt  in  this  way  t«  help  will,  if  snccessful.  effect 
a  great  -saving  in  time  to  the  pro.spective  uuver,  and  a  firm  whidi 
actH  in  this  considerate  fashion,  even  thou^i  no  business  results, 
will  strengthen  its  connection  with  the  over-seas  inquirer.  It  is 
essential  that  all  possible  means  should  be  employed  to  prevent  orders 
from  leaving  Great  Uritain  before  exhaustive  efforts  have  been  made 
to  place  them  here. 

At  this  stage  the  Depnrtiiient  of  Overseas  Trade  {Development 
and  Intelligence)  can  he  and  vei-j'  often  is  of  the  grcntcst  assistance 
in  reoUoting  orders  which  for  some  reason  or  otiier  Iiai-e  not  been 
taken  up  by  tlie  firms  which  originally  received  tliem.  A  number 
of  inquiries  of  the  kind  made  by  over-seas  firms  arc  often  referred 
to  the  department,  but  donbtless  many  more_  arc  ignored  by  the 
firms  which  receive  tlieni.  As  the  work  of  tJie'  department  becomes 
better  known  it  will  be  able,  owing  to  the  advantages  of  its  cen- 
tralized information,  to  provide  to  an  increasing  extent  both  manu- 
facturers and  merchants  with  facilities  for  disposing  of  these  in- 
quiries. When  lists  are  furnished  of  suitable  firms,  careful  selection 
is  made  of  those  most  likely  to  undertake  the  work  reqtiired,  and 
«nall  firms  are  taken  into  account  as  well  as  large  ones.  One  of 
the  chief  values  of  the  trade  index  of  British  and  Irish  manu&c- 
tarers  now  in  course  of  compilation  by  the  department  for  the  use 
of  its  trade  commissioDers  and  other  corresijondents  abroad  lies 
in  tJic  fact  tliat  the  names  of  small  firms  appear  in  it  side  by  side 
with  tliose  of  lai^e  and  well-known  institutions.  The  diHuinioos 
and  colonics  will  more  than  ever  desire  to  place  orders  in  tl^  United 
Kingdom  after  the  war,  and  it  is  for  British  manufacturers  to  dis- 
play readiness  to  meet  tlieir  wishes  whenever  they  are  reasonable  and 
to  cooperate  in  preventing  orders  from  being  diverte*!  to  enemy 
countries. 

MANUFACTTTRE  OF  PERCUSSIOH  CAPS  IH  SWEDE!. 

{ScandlDaTlan  Sbliiplog  Gaictle,  Cofiaiilutgc'ii,  Julj-  i::.] 

Of  special  importance  to  tlie  industiial  sclf-snpiKirt  of  Sweden  is 
the  manufacture  of  percussion  caps,  a  new  industry  tliat  has  recently 
been  started  by  Stockholm  Superfosfatholag  and  that  is  based  en- 
tirely on  Swe<£sh  material.  The  caps  are  of  iron  and  the  JiUing  con- 
sists not  of  mercury  but  of  a  complicated  copper  percliloride.  The 
percussion  takes  place  in  tJie  usual  way  through  combustion  or  elec- 
tricity. The  company  intends  to  work  up  tlie  manufacture  on  sudl  a 
scale  that  it  will  cover  the  country's  entire  demand.  ,- 
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EFFECTIVE  WAT  TO  STITST  ABOEHTIHE  HAKEET. 

IConsul  Wllbprt  L.  Bonnej,  Kosarlo,  Julj  16.] 

Many  firms  in  the  XJnitcd  States  write  to  tlie  Rosario  consulate 
stating  that  they  are  entering  or  preparing  to  enter  the  export  trade 
and  desire  preliminary  information  regarding  the  market.  To  such 
Hnns  it  may  be  permissible  to  direct  certain  general  t^seivations  to 
assist  them  m  their  correspondence  and  preliminary  studies— observa- 
tions that  more  experienced  firms  will  not  require. 

It  is  obviously  impossible  for  the  consulate  to  give  a  complete  view 
of  the  market  in  each  cotninercial  letter,  or  to  refer  to  all  of  the  mul- 
tiple facts  which  influence,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  trade  relations, 
and  it  is  also  impOKsible  in  each  reply  to  include  all  of  the  general 
information  regarding  the  district  that  might  have  a  bearing  on  the 
market  or  might  l>e  <'onvenient  in  conducting  correspondence  with 
importers. 
HqcIi  InConnatloii  Avallalile  in  United  States. 

Bcfoie  entering  Into  correspondence  with  impoiteis  in  the  Rosario 
district,  jVmcrican  impoi-ters  can  easily  inform  themselves  of  the 
fundamental  conditions  by  referring  to  the  daily  newspapers  from 
Argentina,  which  are  usually  on  file  in  the  great  libraries  of  the 
United  States.  A  study  of  tnese  newspapers,  and  especially  of  the 
advertisements,  will  disclose  the  class  of  goods  offered,  the  retail 
prices,  the  names  of  the  large  stores,  while  the  illustrations  accom- 
panying the  advertisements  will  indicate  the  styles  of  merchandise 
better  than  any  description  the  consul  can  furnish.  This  observation 
refers  especially  to  clothes,  textiles,  household  articles,  vehicles,  and 
machinery.  The  Review  of  the  River  Plate,  which  is  also  available 
in  the  cities  of  the  United  States,  will  show  the  character  of  ma- 
chinery, building  materials,  railway  equipment,  utensils,  and  other 
goods  in  this  market,  and  will  also  indicatt^  the  character  of  the  for- 
eign competition  which  the  American  exporter  must  meet.  Such  a 
study  would  supplement  the  information  furnished  by  the  consulate 
and  render  unnecessary  certain  inquiries.  It  would  also  give  the  ex- 
porter certain  information  regarding  American  firms  in  the  markets 
of  Argentina  which  the  consulate  is  not  at  liberty  to  furnish  for  rea- 
sons which  do  not.  it  is  presumed,  apjily  to  the  exporters'  privilege  of 
obtaining  the  information  in  the  usual  course  of  trade. 
Seflnlte  Information  Desired  in  Letters. 

In  initiating  or  answering  correspondence  with  the  importers  it  is 
utged  that  American  firms  lie  verj-  definiteras  to  prices,  terms,  quali- 
ties, and  facilities  for  delivery.  The  mail  time,  going  and  coming,  is 
now  nearly  three  months,  and  an  inquirer  who  receives  an  indefinite 
letter  after  waiting  such  a  length  of  time  may  not  pursue  the  cor- 
respondence. Complaint  has  been  made  to  this  consulate  that  Ameri- 
can firms,  when  they  quote  prices  or  accept  an  order,  include  in  their 
letterheads  a  statement  that  prices  are  subject  to  change  without  no- 
tice and  that  all  orders  are  accepted  subject  to  certain  reservations. 
Such  an  order  binds  the  buyer  but  does  not  bind  the  seller.  Local 
firms  that  depend  upon  imported  goods  to  keep  their  plants  running 
must  calculate  their  wants  many  months  in  advance,  and  absolute  cer- 
tainty of  receiving  goofls  must  be  vouchsafed  to  them.  Clauses  re- 
serving the  right  to  cancel  an  order  for  any  reason  whatever  |CaB, 
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ncvET  be  popular  in  the  circumstances  prevailing  in  the  Kosario 

district. 

TTse  of  Corameice  B«ports  Will  Save  Correspondence. 

A  study  of  reports  already  published  in  Commkrce  Reports  would 
gently  aid  the  inexperienced  exporter  and  obviate  mueh  corTe,-;pon- 
dence.  American  exporters  have  shown  conunendable  enterprise  in 
placing  tlieir  printed  matter  in  Aryentina ;  an  excliange  in  this  respect 
would  be  of  mutual  benefit,  nnd  those  intending  to  cultivate  the 
market  of  Argentina  should  acquaint  themselves  with  advertising  me- 
diums and  dii-ectories.  There  arc  excellent  directories  minutely  cov- 
ering the  Republic;  for  example,  the  Annuario  Kraft,  Calle  C'angalle 
G41,  Bueno.s  Aires.  There  is  also  a  British  directory  published  by  the 
Standard  Directory  Co.,  Calle  Cangalie  085,  IJuenos  Aires,  in  which 
will  be  found  the  names  of  practically  uU  the  American  and  British 
houses  represented  in  Argentina,  with  the  local  addres.<;  of  their  rep- 
resentatives, and  the  names  of  some  1,;>00  land  owners,  breeders,  and 
planters.  "La  Gaceta  liural,"  Calle  Chacabuco  145,  Buenos  Aires, 
i-eaches  a  large  rural  clientele  and  is  uaed  as  an  advertising  me<Iium 
by  many  dealers  in  ngriculturnl  goods.  The  Special  Agents'  Series 
of  the  Department  of  Commei-ce  dealing  with  South  American  mar- 
kets should  also  be  consulted  as  a  guide  preliminary  to  actual  cor- 
resi>ondence  with  firms  in  the  Rosario  district. 
Amsrican  Firms  Should  Fnrnith  Transportation  Data. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  firms  in  Rosario  can  not  calculate 
ocean  freights  from  New  York  under  existing  conditions,  nor  com- 
bined rates  from  interior  places  in  the  United  States,  and  can  obtain 
no  advance  information  with  regard  to  sailings  from  the  ports  of 
the  United  States.  They  expect  American  exporters  to  provide  means 
of  delivery  and  information  as  to  co,st  of  trans|>ortation  and  insur- 
ance. Under  prevailing  conditions  they  realize  that  they  must  pay 
cash  against  documents  in  New  York  when  required.  However,  they 
consider  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  examine  goods  in  the  custom- 
house before  paying  or  accepting  drafts,  and  it  is  probable  that  when 
the  existing  emergency  is  passed  they  may  insist  upon  that  privilege. 

It  may  oe  observed  that  guaranties  and  assurances  offered  to  a 
customer  in  a  foreign  country  have  little  weight  and  are  not  taken 
seriously.  The  seller  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  buyer,  and 
the  return  of  unsatisfactory  goods  is  usually  inii>racticabie.  The 
salesman  with  samples  receives  a  hearing,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
consignment  following  will  agree  exactly  with  the  sample.  An 
accepted  order  is  regarded  as  a  contract,  and  any  variation  from  the 
sample  is  resented. 
EuTopean  Competition  Still  Active. 

American  firms  sometimes  write  to  this  consulate  evidently  with 
the  impression  that  Argentina  is  a  new  market  and  that  its  supplies 
from  Europe  are  cut  off.  This  impression  is  erroneous.  Several 
firms  in  Rosario  have  had  importing  connections  with  European 
houses  for  30  yeaK:  most  of  the  importers  are  of  European  birth  or 
parentage.  While  shipments  fi-om  European  sources  have  been  em- 
barrassed by  war  conditions,  this  is  true  also  of  deliveries  from  the 
United  States.  European  competition  at  this  time  is  sharp  and  con- 
tinuous.    The  trade  at  Rosario  is  regularly  canvassed  by  representa-> 
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tives  of  Iftrge  European  houses,  and  at  the  present  time  a  Japanese 
house  is  canvassinp;  the  district  with  sampiow  of  paper  and  textiles, 
the  goods  to  be  delivered  in  Japanese  vessels  and  financed  by  the  new 
Japanese  bank  in  liuenos  Aires.  American  tonnage  still  represents 
less  than  10  yicv  cent  of  the  tonnage  entering  the  ports  of  Argentina, 
and  some  dealers  state  that  they  can  at  this  time  oblain  ijiiicker  deliv- 
ery from  England  than  from  the  United  States;. 

Interest  is  manifested  in  American  novelties  suited  to  the  district, 
and  American  trade  during  the  last  two  years  has  extended  in  variety 
of  articles  on  this  account;  of  novelties  it  may  be  said  that  if  they 
are  successfully  introduced  into  Buenos  Aires  the  agency  will  be 
sought  by  local  Rosurio  firms  without  solicitation. 
Reports  on  Ai^Dtine  Export  Products. 

For  those  interesled  in  staples  such  as  linseed,  wool,  live  stock,^ 
skins,  and  other  native  products,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  newspapers 
of  Buenos  Aires  above  referred  to  contain  daily  ivviens  of  these  mar- 
kets, and  any  data  furnished  by  the  consulate  regarding  market  con- 
ditions and  prices  is  likely  to  bo  obsolete  l)efoi-e  reaching  the  inquirer, 
firms  considering  punhases  of  any  products  in  Argentina  fyiould 
consult  available  market  reports  in  the  nearest  library  of  tiie  United 
States  before  inquiring  by  letter,  in  view  of  tlie  length  of  time  re- 
quired for  the  exchange  of  correspondence. 


MANVFACTUBE  OF  6ALALITH  IN  EHGLANO. 
ICoNi^M)  Gi'iitral  W.  Slaulcj  lIolNs.  Lonilou,  Aug.  2.J 

The  niiinufactiire  of  "engalith,"  which  is  the  term  used  in  Eng- 
land to  designate  the  composition  known  as  "  galalith  "  in  (Jermany, 
has  been  undertaken  here  recently  by  three  concerns.  Large  quan- 
tities of  this  substance  are  being  ma<le  for  war  purposes,  us  well  as 
for  export  to  America,  France,  Hpain,  and  Italy.  It  is  produced  in 
rods,  tubes,  nnd  sheets,  and  in  some  sixty  different  colors,  and  is 
worked  up  into  a  great  variety  of  articles,  such  as  buttons,  combs, 
beads,  hair  and  hat  pins,  hair  and  clothes  brushes,  toilet  articles,  car- 
riage and  motor  fittings,  pencils,  penholders,  telephone  accessories, 
scientific  and  electrical  instruments  and  fittings,  switchboards,  labels, 
pipestems,  cigar  and  cigarette  holders,  umbrella  handles.  pian.o  keys, 
chessmen,  dominoes,  driiughts.  dice,  counters,  pocket  and  fruit  knife 
handles,  paper  knives,  photo  frames,  finger  plates,  and  jewelry,  but 
being  slightly  hygroscopic  is  not  adapted  for  articles  that  have  to 
corae  into  frequent  contact  witli  water  or  acid,  such  as  table-knife 
handles,  bathriH»m  tiles  or  basins,  fountain  i>ens,  fishing  tackle,  elec- 
tric storage  cells,  and  tooth  and  nail  bruslies. 

Engalith  is  an  excellent  substitute  for  celluloid,  although  it  can 
not  be  used  to  replace  the  latter  in  tlie  manufacture  of  very  thin  arti- 
cles (films  and  transparent  labels,  for  example),  or  for  covering 
with  thin  layei-s  articles  molded  from  other  materials.  The  mini- 
mum sizes  made  are  2  millimeters  (0.07874  inch)  in  thickness  in  the 
esse  of  sheets  and  0  millimeters  (0.23G22  inch)  in  diameter  in  the  case 
of  rods  and  tubes.  The  making  up  of  small  articles  from  this  sub- 
stance here  has  been  somewhat  hampered  hy  the  dilliculty  which 
the  manufactui-crs  experience  in  getting  suitable  machinery. 

I  ,1    I   Goot^lc 
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SULPHTJE  SinJATIOH  IK  JAFAK. 

[Wi'i-klj  BullotlQ.  Canaitlan  Dsparlmcnt  of  Triiiie  ood  Commprre,  Ottawa,  AUK.  10.1 

According  to  an  invcsfiguHon  by  the  Japanese  Department  of 
ApriciiltniL'  and  Commerce,  the  i)r«Kluction  or  sulphur  in  April  was 
5,f)7S  tons.  Compiiretl  with  the  corresponding  jM'riod  of  last  year 
there  was  a  decrease  of  -io  per  cent,  'liie  grand  total  from  the  be- 
ginning of  liilH  to  April  was  22,035  tons,  a  decrease  of  '27  per  cent 
from  the  figures  for  the  (ii-st  four  months  of  1917. 

The  cause  of  this  falling  off  is  the  tremendous  advance  in  freight 
rates  to  Australia,  the  best  customer  for  .Japanese  sulphnr,  pur- 
chasing about  half  of  the  quantity  sold.  The  titeamship  cmypanies 
have  raised  their  freight  rate  to  I'o  yen  (about  ijliK)  per  ton,  while 
they  were  charging  35  yen  last  year.  Therefore  the  price,  c.  i.  f. 
,  Australian  port,  of  sulphur  selling  at  So  yen  per  ton  net  in  Jiipaa 
would  be  more  than  KiO  yon  {indnding  fi-eight,  marine  insurance, 
war  risk,  and  other  charges),  which  is  prohii)itive.  The  merchants 
of  Australia  will  not  give  any  orders  to  Japan  until  the  freight 
rates  show  some  decrease.  On  the  other  hand,  the  customers  of 
India,  South  Africa,  and  the  South  Sea  Islundti,  having  placed  too 
many  orders  during  last  reason,  are  not  active  at  all  now,  and  the 
market  looks  very  quiet.  About  35,000  tons  of  previous  orders  are 
ready  for  shipment,  lying  at  the  manufacturers'  warehouses  on  ac- 
count of  the  scarcity  of  bottoms.  Imder  such  circuiiistauces  some 
of  the  manufacturers  are  in  a  «erious  condition  and  some  have  even 
become  bankrupt. 

TTRUOUAYAN  LAWS  AFFECTING  LABOR. 

[Consul  WillfBm  Dawson,  Montcvlilpo,  Jul;-  17.] 

By  ft  law  of  July  8,  IfllS,  stores,  shops,  pharmacies,  factories, 
workshops,  and  other  establishments  and  placts  in  which  women  are 
employed  must  have  enough  chairs  to  enable  their  female  employees 
or  workers  to  sit  down  whene»'cr  their  work  permits.  Fines  of  5 
to  10  pesos  ($5.17  to  $10.34)  for  the  first  and  50  pesos  ($51.70)  for 
subsequent  infractions  are  provided  for,  the  proceeds  to  be  turned 
over  to  Public  Assistance.  The  law  will  become  effective  three 
months  from  its  promulgation  and  is  known  as  the  Ley  do  la  Sillu 
(Chair  Law). 
Projected  "  Living  W&gt  "  in  XTruEuay. 

A  Uruguayan  de])uty  has  pre-ented  a  bill  providing  that  the  mini- 
mum wage  of  male  and  female  persons  over  Ki  veuis  old  shall  be 
L.-JO  pesos  ($1.55)  if  paid  by  the  day  and  35  peso's  ($;!().20)  if  paid 
by  the  month.  For  persims  under  16  years  the  minimum  wage 
would  be  O.GO  peso  and  15  pesos  ($0,0-2  and  $1."».51),  resijectively. 
Aged  persons  and  invalids  whose  working  capacity  is  manifestly 
impaired  may  be  authorized  to  contract  their  services  at  the  mini- 
mum, wage.  The  bill  would  further  give  everv  person  employed 
by  the  month  the  right  to  a  20-day  vacation  with  pay  every  Tear. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  stated  that  the  daily  wage  pai^  for 
common  labor  (peones)  by  packing  houses  at  Montevideo  is  1.38 
pesos  ($1.43)  for  an  8-hour  day. 


D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 
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SOKDnCAlT  BEPUBUC  WILL  TBT  TO  RAISE  WHEAT. 

[CoDSUl  Clement  S.  Ednrds,  Santo  Domingo,  Aug,  2.] 

The  July  issue  of  the  Revista  de  Agricultiira  contains  an  article 
over  thu  »ignature  of  Mr.  Holfjer  Johanseii.  the  Director  of  Agri- 
culture of  the  Dominirun  Republic,  of  which  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation : 

We  have  nlwtiyB  (lc|>en<tml  upini  llio  L'liiteil  States  so  far  iis  flour  is  coucenied. 
Tbls  has  brought  us  no  <lifli<.'uttiei<  until  the  iirewiit,  l>iit  It  in  now  wheu  the 
quoatity  iiujiortod  has  docrenswl  that  wo  ai^e  driven  liy  forte  of  pircunistaiices 
to  lake  aronimt  of  the  situation. 

Is  it  possible  that  StiiHo  ItomlDKO  cnn  prwlaee  wheat?  With  rn<quenry  one 
heani  it  said  that  ou  occiisioiiN  it  linK  liev'ii  Rucresfifull;  cuitivated  In  this  eountry, 
but  In  spite  <if  ali  our  efforts  \\e  liave  t>e<'n  UDal)le  to  procure  proofs;  tio  one  has 
shown  us  real  DonilniuiD  wheat :  sonintinies,  (vufusiug  tlie  two,  we  have  i)een 
brought  splices  of  oats,  whlcli  will  probahiy  grow  ir.  a  hlgiier  tciuperature  than 
the  former  and  will  produce  grains  quite  well  develot>ed.  Nevertiieiess,  It  is 
our  belief  that  there  are  pruUablllties  of  srowlii;;  \.hc<it  In  the  high  inouatalns 
where  the  teni|H'rature  Is  low.  In  tills  very  instant  steps  aro  beltif;  talcen  to 
establish  lu  the  niountnliis  of  .Tai-almcoa  and  Oonstanzn  several  ilo»>iis  of  smnli 
test  faniiK  of  whtfii  a  cai-eful  leeord  will  Iw  kept.  Encoai-aRed  by  tiie  Iwlief  and 
unflerstaiKliiiK  thiit  success  In  the  cultivation  of  wheat  will  l>e  a  very  great 
sonrce  of  wealth,  the  De|iartinent  of  Afcrlcuitare  iiaa  also  decided  to  establish 
nn  agricultural  e\])erit»ent  sul)Nratli)ii  in  the  Valley  of  <.?(niKteuEa,  ivhui^  climate 
and  teiniieratuve  clojcly  approximate  those  of  northern  isones.  Attempts  will 
be  made,  not  only  witli  wlieat  but  otiier  northern  productions  as  welt,  in  the 
hope  of  belnK  able  to  acclimate  theni  In  iilgh  n^ioiis. 

Besides  tlie  sutKttatlon  of  the  Valley  of  Consianzn,  one  is  being  established 
in  ?>lonte  Cristi,  wiiere  the  coiiilltlous  are  different  In  inauy  ways  from  those 
of  almost  all  tiie  other  points  of  tlie  Itepubllc.  but  are  tytilcai  of  a  great  por- 
tion of  tiie  western  I'ruvinces  in  which  tlie  dry  lands  aiKiund,  aial  which  will 
afforil  opimrtunity  to  make  tests  appropriate  to  arid  lands. 

With  the  two  substatlous  uientloued  and  the  princli>al  station  In  tiie  capital, 
all  working  in  conjunction,  the  territory  will  be  suflieicntly  noil  covered.     . 


INCREASES  TRAFFIC  ON  DOMINICAN  CENTRAL  RAILROAD. 

H'onsul  Artliur  MpI*nD,  Puerto  PiatH,  RoTDlnl.an  KfpMlillc.  AuR.  (!.] 


The  tniffio  on  the  Doatinican  Centntl  Railroad  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  SO.  1918.  greatly  exceeded  that  of  the  year  previous-  The 
past  year  40.ti:i2,i)fW  kilos  (kilo  =  2.20it>  pounds)  of  cargo  were  car- 
ried from  Puerto  Plata  to  the  interior,  and  from  the  interior  to 
Puerto  Plata  and  between  intermediate  stations,  against  27,053,908 
kilos  in  19ir)-17.  ti  gain  of  50.9  per  cent.  The  principal  articles 
brought  from  the  interior  to  Puerto  Plata  wore,  in  kilos;  Tobacco, 
12.fi02,2-23 :  cacao.  4.100.212;  logwood.  1.012.700;'coffee.  7'Jfi,385:  di- 
vidivi,  212,731;  hides.  80,69S;  cotton,  50,706;  wax,  35,230;  and  skins, 
30.482. 

Locomotives  of  the  Dominican  Central  Railroad  ran  134.414  kilo- 
meters (kilometer  —  0.02137  mile)  this  past  year,  against  100,985  in 
1916-17,  or  an  increase  of  33,1  per  cent.  Freight  rweipts  increased 
63.8  i>er  cent,  and  pas^jenger  income  4.'{.5  per  cent. 

An  arrangement  has  recently  been  concluded  between  the  Domini- 
can Central  and  the  Samana  &  Santiago  Railroads  whereby  no  charge 
is  made  shippers  for  transferring  cargo  from  one  road  to  another  at 
the  Moca  terminals. 


D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 


'S14  COMMERCE  HEPOBTB. 

POSITION  OF  EHENISH-WESTPHAUAM  CEMENT  INDTTSTUT. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Journal  quotes  the  foUowinfr  item  from  the 
RheinifRjli-Westfalische,  Zeitung  concerning  the  position  of  the  Ger- 
mun  cement  industry  in  liH7 : 

The  reirart  for  lOIT  of  the  Itlienisli-liVeKlviliniian  Toiuent  Pymllcnte  stntea 
that  iluriiis  lliiit  jeur  It  was  severiiL  tiuies  nocesKiiry  to  ralKC  iirifi'w  in  ordL-r 
to  keep  piicc  Willi  tlie  rniitlQunlly  lixrreiiRiiiE  est  of  pPOtliiPllon.  The  results 
for  the  yenr  were  more  favomhie  thnn  tUose  for  lOlC,  chlelly  owiuR  to  the 
Kreiitor  flniiy  deiiumJ.  cm  the  other  baud,  the  fuctorlttx  were  adversely  affected 
by  Ui'terioratlim  in  qunlity  of  tlip  oils,  (als,  ciials,  and  olhur  materltils  required 
for  their  worlsln!:.  Tlipy  suffiTcil  sllll  more  from  the  fact  that  often  rejinlrs 
could  not  be  pfTecled  adequately  or  at  the  rielit  time  because  of  lack  of  labor, 
n'hile  ^^I^aro  iiarts  werp  In  ninny  Cflses  unprtM-urable.  The  greater  wear  and 
tear  to  wbk-)i  tiie  ftt(ti>rii.'s  were  subjiHrleil  made  It  nei-essary  to  write  off 
lorKer  aniounl^  and  to  lay  OKide  jtreaier  reserves  for  renewals.  It  Is  queHtlon- 
able.  however,  wlictlier  the  deieriurutioii  of  pUint  and  uiiiterlal  can  l>e  made 
piod  by  money  reserves,  and  in  any  case  unwelcome  consequences  are  bound  to 
follow. 

AVitli  re^rd  to  the  future,  the  report  observes  tlint  tlip  army  demand  caa 
not  be  furecnsted,  but  that  the  factories  inuNt  always  l)e  preputred  to  nteet  ttke 
muslniuni  claims  that  may  l>e  made  npon  litem  frotn  that  quarter.  It  wonld 
therefore  be  unjust  ti>  eut  down  loo  severely  the  qiiotas  of  eonl  nsslfmed  to 
the  cement  liuiiistry,  as  this  would  InereiiKe  the  nun)lK-r  of  clo.«erl-dowti  furtorlea 
an<l  lilminisli  tlie  {losslble  lotal  output.  The  interests  of  the  Industry  also 
demand  that  any  ta\Htion  liBjioHed  on  cement  proilueiion  shall  fall  equally  on 
comi>ethix  bulldlns  materials,  and  that  proteetlon  sshould  lie  nlTiirdeil  atruiiist 
the  fouiKlatiiin  of  new  and  uimeci'sstiry  coneerns  and  agfliiist  the  eoniiietltliin 
of  foreign  ])roilu<.-ts.  Attention  sliould  be  paid  to  lliis  last  point  In  the  conciu- 
Blon  of  commercial  agreements. 


DISEASE  OF  CACAO  PLANTATIONS  IN  ECITASOS. 

"El  Telegrafo"  of  Guayquil  recently  commented  tipon  the  fact 
that  for  some  time  there  have  been  evidences  in  Ecnndor  of  a  disease 
that  is  gradually  destrnviiig  the  cacao  idantations  of  that  conntry. 
The  plnntci-s  had  been  able  to  combat  the  disease  by  destroying  the 
affected  trees,  but  the  spread  of  the  plague  is  such  tiiat  casesnre  now 
no  longer  isolated  and  whole  plantations  are  becoming  affected. 

It  is  l)eing  urged  that  the  Ecnadorian  Agriciiltnial  As.'jociation, 
which  collects  an  impost  of  3  snores  (!pl.4<i)  per  quintal  of  2^0 
pounds  on  exported  cacao  seeds,  take  prompt  action  and  that  it  secure 
the  cooperation  of  the  Federal  (Jovernment.  It  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  in  many  tropical  countries,  where  agriculture  is  not  carried  oa 
upon  strictly  scientific  lines,  such  plagues  not  infrequently  result  in 
the  total  destruction  of  a  valuable  industrv. 


PEAT  COMBINE  IN  SWEDEN. 

I  e^i^aDdliiiiviBa  Shlm>lu»;  <)<izi-l(«,  Jul;  1^1.1 

Owners  of  peat  bogs  in  Skaane  and  Smaaland.  Sweden,  have 
formed  a  combine  under  (he  name  of  Sydsvenska  Torfindustrifor- 
bundet  (South  Swedish  Peat  Industry  Union),  which  will  begin  its 
work  with  a  capital  of  2,000.000,  crowns  (^J3C,000).  The  yearly 
production  amounts  to  about  iri,000,000  crowns  (*4,020,000).  The 
various  peat  companies  will  amalgamate  and  will  receive  75  ore 
(about  $0.20)  for  cutting  one  Ion  of  peat.  The  company  is  not  to 
give  more  than  7  per  cent  dividend,  the  rest  of  the  surplus  being 
divided  among  the  owners  of  the  peat  bogs  in  proportion  to  th« 
quantity  of  peat  delivered. 

Goo»^lc 
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AORONOIOC  STAHOK  ESTASLISSE9  IK  AITASELOUFE. 

tCoQHul  Ueory  T.  WUcui,  Polnte-a-ntce,  Guadeloape,  Freiuh  TCeaC  loOlos,  Jul^  ;iO.L 

The  toeal  press  recently  publisUed  a  lengthy  article  re^itding  the 
agrieiiUural  senrice  which  the  sugar  manufacttirers  of  Giiadefowpe 
mve  established.  The  newr^paper  stated  that  the  sugjir- factory  own- 
ers of  the  i&laudf  seeing  their  a^riciilturibl  and  industruLl  retiirnij 
diminish  from  year  to  year,  in  IftIT  engaged  an  expert  to  study  and 
report  in>on  conditions  in  the  indnstry.  This  expert  wiis  Mr,  J,  K. 
Bowell,  superintendent  of  tlie  Barbados  agritrultursil  sei-vice,  who 
spent  a  month  in  Giiadeluupe  investigating  conditions  in  boUi  field 
Mui  fitctorj".  On  his  return  to  Barbados  he  sent  to  the  sugar  mam^ 
facturers  a  long  and  interesting  report  and  reeommended,  as  chief 
.remedy  for  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  industry  which  his  studies 
discloeefl,  the  imRiedtate  creation  in  Giiad^lmipe  of  an  agricultural 
service. 

Heeding  Mr.  Bowells  warning,  se^en  of  the  most  impoitant  sugar 
centrals  of  the  island  have  organized  an.  association,  the  Hvn^iicate  de 
la  StatioD  Agrortomi<{iie  de  la  Guadeloupe^  and  have  obtained  the 
serrkes  of  Mr.  J,  .Sydney  Dash  (B.  S.  A.),  a  former  colle»giie  of 
Mr.  Bowell,  who  possesses  the  required  ability  and  experience  to 
carry  out  the  task  of  renewal  laid  out  by  Mr,  Bowell.  In  his  report 
Mr.  Bowell  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  Iwfore  long  Guadeloupe  wo*tld 
be'  unable  to  extract  sugar  irmu  its  canes  if  prompt  and  energetic 
measures  were  not  adopted  to  combat  the  sogar-cane  disease. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Agronflmic  Station  is  located  at  2  nie  lyArbnwJ, 
Pointe-ft-Pitre,  where  will  also  be  a  la]K>ratory  for  the  study  of  insects 
and  the  diseases  of  plants.  The  syndicate  is  interested  in  and  would 
be  gJad  to  receive  catalogues  of  fertilizers  and  all  kinds  of  machinery 
for  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane. 

OOVEBHUENT  PITBLICATIOirS  P0&  SALE. 

The  following  publications  were  among  tliosc  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  superintendent  of  documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  August  2i : 

Wearing  Apparel  in  BriiKi)  (Misrellnneous  Series  71,  Bnreaii  or  Foreljtti  nuO 
Domestle  Cftmineree). — Inctodeit  ilescriptiiin  of  the  fonntry,  eoverinji  eUmate 
ftSil  rainfall,  populatloB,  ote.,  with  Infonualton  on  ttie  <tonicstic  produeta  of  tex- 
tiles, Mien'y  wear,  woniwi'a  wear,  cbililren'a  wear,  kIot**.  etc.,  ciTmmerclal  prac- 
tlcet",  and  opportnuLties  for  American  woricersi.    Price,  10  cents. 

Th«  Smukejess  CombiiRtloB  of  Coal  In  Buller  Funwu^cH.  with  a  chapter  on 
ecntrni  heating  plants  (Mines  Barenn  BalletlD  40,  3il  etUtlon,  reprint  of  V.  S. 
Geological  Siwvey  Bulletin  373), — Covers  probleiu,  luvestlgatiou  of  Indnstrial 
j^IutiLs,  tv!its  by  the  Unite<l  ijtatt^  t.i«ologi<.'al  Survey,  cutuiiariauii  of  methotls, 
cLc.     Prk-e,  20  t-ents. 

The  Sampling  of  Cool  in  the  Mine  (Mines  Bureau  Teclmitfti  Buiier  1,  2a  edi- 
tion).— Covers  neeil  of  care  in  siimplinji  con!,  relation  of  mine  samples  ti*  com- 
tiierclal  samples,  collecting  outfit,  mctlioUs  of  son^illnf!,  etc.    Price,  3  cents. 

Handy  Book  for  tlic  Enlisted  Men  In  tlie  Engineer  Department.  United  States 
Navy.  1913,  reprhit. — A  practical  work  Itir  Inatrnrtlon  to  the  enlisted  men  In 
the  Engineer  Department ;  covers  duties  of  the  various  ratiass,  instruction  ou 
engineer  prncticp,  etc;  also  Rcneral  information,  useful  principles  of  maUic- 
nintics,  menswrements  of  tanl(.«.  etc.,  and  funeral  divisional  duties.  The  work 
aa  a  whole  iiH-ludes  valves,  piplnK.  Rant!:es,  pumps,  IwIIh^  reciprocating  enKlnea. 
stenm  turbines,  Interna l-combttstlon  englaes,  noxfliaries,  useful  tables.  E*riee, 
30  renb!. 

UtUIaatloR  otfSn  (Agrlcaitnral  Dfpnrtmcnt  BuUetiD  eS3).— CoTcra  ramncT- 
cifil  sjM^**.  'harncWrliith^  o*  the  wnml,  structure  of  tlie  wood,  s\ipply  and  de- 
manil,  utlllz&ti«a  by  litduetries,  Laiober  and  stumpagc  value,  markets,  etc. 
Priee,  10  cents. 


81G  COMMEHCE  BEPORT^ 

rOEEIGN  TKADE  OPPOBTXTMITIES. 

Iti'iii'rrcd  RililrfVfiOf;  mny  \n^  nUnlncd  from  Ihf  Darran  and  ItH  dliilrl<'t  anaf  coaprrSi* 
tli-e  otUi-fn.  Iti-iui'sl  fur  ea[:L  o|i|>urUuiltv  Hhniild  be  on  ■  Kiparaltr  Hhii't  and  alale 
oitportanItT  namlirr.  Thi-  Barm*  doi'a  ni>r  fiirnlsli  rri-dlt  rallDES  or  BNKUmn 
iTB[ii)nBltillit)-  ns  lo  Ih*  dtninlltiit  ot  tfTpitm  ImiiilriTB  i  the  iihiihI  prccaiitlunii  should  be 
tnki-n  in  nil  cnnv!',  Kymhnls :  •  Ri>ji<iil'>il  h>-  Aiii'Tl^an  ciinsnlnr  oflln'm ;  t  llrpnrted  bj 
cummprdal  nllavlit'''  and  ciiiumprdal  iKeiitii ;  J  Lilrwl  luqulrii'H  rvcL-lvctl  by  tbe  Bureau. 
In  poniiMFrInK  tlir  fullonlnK  "  oppartnnltlrB  "  uprpliil  F«-KBm  HhoDld  be 

bad  la  flir  lawn  and  rewnlBtlvIU  KUVerDlas  ripvrl  llceunea  aad   tradlUK 

Alumlniim  ware 27^7.".       Mcki'l  plaled  ware 27375 

ButUiiiN ~  27:i«0       IJII---.    _ 27::>'I 

Ciitlon  somls aT:!«i      l'h.iroll(hi>KrHiihiTB 27378 

Furnuiva 27;!77       S|>»rliDK  itoodii 27;i7."» 

<;i'n.TalunTdinndisP 27:l7ri,  27".S1       ^ilh 27:*1 

UliiKK  and  BlosHWurc -  .  27:i7.-..       Sllvpr-pl«t<Ml  •-.ir" It7:i75 

27^711,  27:ISI,  "-■■W-i      TiD  platPK 27.W1 

Ilnrdware 27UM1,  |;7:;;:;      T.i><' "!;'"■ 

imfi'i!n?.''r::ri";irrmir;;i~;iii  27:;74    w'ood"r"nwareV-_v_v.''-"-v.vj::i;iz;;  27a7» 

I-ac'i.  and  tmbrulilfil'Tt 27ysi) 

^7374.* — An  iiuiBirtir  In  Friinrt-  ilpslres  to  purclioBC  from  threp  to  three  anil 
one-half  tons  of  Itoiignl  IikIIko.  Ciish  will  lie  paid  a^lnst  docuuieots. 
CorreH)>oii<lenco  mny  be  In  English.    Itefercnces. 

27375.t — A  dDpnrtinerit  store  In  Chile  Is  In  tlie  niarkpt  for  sllver-plnted  ware, 
iilckel-pltited  tEouils.  nhinilnnm  nml  eniitneUnl  ware,  iny^.  siHirtinp  Roods, 
niaiiirure  iwIm,  flue  glnss  and  chlun  ware,  and  nwrchiiiidisu  that  is  adiipteil 
to  the  ucition  and  fauo.v  (louds  <li'imrliiieiit.  Calulojiucs  \vi(h  price's  and  did- 
<;((Qtit  slin-ts  are  reqiieKtivl,     Ilefereupe, 

27376.*— A  Arm  In  England  dPolreN  to  purchase,  ns  ngcnts.  enveTcipea  of  all 
kinds  nn<l  all  bIzph,  direct  from  niunufncturers.  Cash  will  be  [Hild  under 
letter  of  credit.     Iteferenee. 

27377.* — A  man  in  Indo-Chhia  desires  to  purchase  larse  furnaces  that  will 
carbonize  and  dlHtlll  as  umvh  as  iUM  cuhie  meters  of  wood  i>er  day.  Terms, 
cash  against  diKruiiieiitn.    CorreNiwmleiice  sliould  be  iw  Fri'neli. 

273T8.t— A  man  in  Cuba  desires  to  be  placed  In  toncii  with  photoiithographcra 
wiio  specialize  In  prtiillng  dlpiomnB.    Catatot;nes  are  retiuested. 

27370.*— A  large  wholenale  liouse  in  South  Africa  ilosires  to  purchase  crockery, 
ttlas.sware.  and  woodenwarc.  Casli  will  be  paid.  Coiies|iondeuce  may  be 
in  KngUijIi.    Heferences. 

27380.*— A  man  in  Trinidad  wishes  to  purchase  cotton  and  silk  fabrics,  voiles, 
etc.;  threads,  liutlcius,  fasti-iiers;  iierl;,  ciilliir.  and  wiiist  hands;  embroid- 
eries, laces,  trimmincs;  driss  lenstiis  of  all  kinds;  waist  lenctbs  of  all 
kinds;  underwear  luaierial;  sewing  niacliines  of  all  kinds,  with  electric  and 
other  attaeiniients. 

27381. t — A  re|)resentntive  of  a  Dutch  concern  In  the  East  Indies  and  Singapore, 
who  Is  at  pro'cnt  in  tbe  United  Stales,  desirpsi  to  get  in  touch  with  inanu- 
fiicturcrs  of  all  kinds  of  general  merchandise,  such  ns  wire  ntills,  tin  platen, 
mild  steel.  Iron  bars,  gnlvanlzeil  wire,  barbed  wire.  win<iow  glass,  sulphuri 
caustic  soila,  sihIa  ash,  rosin,  Kinc  wlilte,  linseed  oil,  cement,  cotton  prints, 
red  ciolli,  flanuelellL'S,  canned  fruits,  wines,  etc.    Hefereni-es. 

27382.* — An  agent  in  Trnnoe  desh-es  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  manu- 
facturers and  espnrlerB  of  table  glasswni-e  of  all  kimls.  oil  liiraiis  of  various 
paltems,  oil  burners  of  tlie  "Kosnios"  and  "Matador"  types,  and  glass 
for  tliese  buruers,  also  gas  lamiis  for  "Auer  "  burners.  CorrcBi>ondence  may 
be  in  English.    Heferences. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BtTBEAU  OF  FOBEION  AKD  DOHESTIC  COUHERCE. 
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COOPEBATITE  OFFICES. 
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ADVISES  STRICT  INSFECTIOH  OF  OIL  IMPORTS. 

Consul  A.  A.  Williamson,  of  Dairpn.  Mancliiiria,  cabled,  under 
date  of  August  2-2,  that,  as  nmny  spoiled  beans  ore  being  crushed, 
strict  inst>ei;tion  of  imports  for  Hie  pi-esent  is  important. 


FIRUS  TO  WHICH  WEBB  LAW  APPLIES. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  has  been  asked  by  different  firms  as 
to  whether  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  10,1918,  entitled  "An 
act  to  promote  export  trade,  and  for  other  purposes"  (the  Webb 
bill),  applies  to  associations  engaged  in  trade  between  our  mainland 
and  our  overseas  possessions,  such  as  the  Philippines,  Porto  Rico, 
Hawaii,  Alaska,  etc.,  or  to  associations  eng-agod  in  import  trade. 

The  Solicitor  of  the  department  has  given  the  following  opinion  on 
this  question: 

Section  1  of  tliG  apt  refwrnl  lo  ilpfines  the  term  "export  trade"  so  ns  to 
make  It  appllciible  to  trnrte  between  tlie  Suites  ami  tlie  Territorial  posscsalons 
of  the  United  Stiitos  on  the  one  sUle  iiiul  foreign  countries  on  the  other. 

Sectiou  2,  In  efTect,  withdraws  fi-oai  the  operation  ot  the  act  of  July  2,  1800 
(26  Kiat.,  20'.)),  all  aHwelatlons  eupmnl  solely  iii  export  trade,  provided  that 
neither  such  eNport  trnile  nor  any  nKreenient  or  contract  made  in  connection 
tlierewfth  sliall  operate  ns  a  restraint  ujion  tnule  or  to  enhance  or  dciiress 
prices  or  to  lessen  cuuii>et[tloii  In  the  United  States  with  respect  to  ooniiuotlities 
vt  the  class  exported  l>.v  snch  usswintlonM.  i-esiH-flively.  It  is  to  he  ohserveil 
that  this  section  does  not  withdraw  from  the  operation  of  the  act  of  Jtdy  2, 
1890,  associations  wblch  may  be  enRa^ed  In  Import  trade  as  well  as  export  trade. 
.  Section  3  exempts  trum  the  prohibitions  of  the  act  of  October  15.  1»14  (38 
Slat,,  730).  forbidding  one  corporation  from  acquiring  or  owning  stock  or  shares 
In  another  corimrntlon,  assoeintiona  orsanlTcd  solelj*  for  and  encnjied  solely  In 
export  trade  "nnless  the  effect  of  snch  ac(|uiRltions  or  ownership  may  be  to 
restrain  trade  or  substantially  lessen  competition  within  the  United  States." 
leavlDg  associations  orKaiil/«<]  for  or  engageU  in  Imiwrt  trade  as  well  as  in 
export  trade  still  subject  to  the  prohibitions  of  the  act  ot  October  15,  1014. 
But  It  Is  to  be  observed  that  that  act,  by  Its  terms,  docs  uot  apply  to  tiie 
Philippine  Islands. 

Section  4  makes  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Trade  CommlssEon  net  ot 
September  20,  1014  (38  Stat.,  717),  with  resiiect  to  "unfair  metUoda  of  com- 
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p-.tltloii  ■■  iipiily  t<i  iiiiffllr  inotbtMla  of  competition  between  competitors  In 
export  ti-ades  "ev»n  Uioufdi  the  nets  constltutiiiK  sncta  onlalr  metbods  are  done 
witltout  tho  territorial  jiirlKdlcUon  of  tbe  United  States." 

The  iR't  iimcUcul  efCei-t  of  the^  four  tiectlous  la  to  free  all  associatkiDs 
eiigtie<?(l  1"  the  "extiort  tnid*^"  '/"  ilrflmil  in  .iirtlmi  I  anil  niil  cnnaatd  in  the 
itnixiit  liinU-  from  ult  BLuHitniy  I't'S'lriiliils  wlih-li  inay  lulerffia  wllli  tlielt 
coiiiiK>tltluii  with  Ihnse  cnKiiCi'rt  In  Mipplyl'i;;  the  niarUptB  of  the  world  outside 
thp  ten-ttoHiil  JiirlsilkilDii  nt  llic  L'liUed  Stall*,  hut  m>(  from  sudi  statutory 
reiitndnts  an  tuay  utt'iii  tlioir  UooipstiL-  trade  or  tlielr  i-omiwlltlon  ivlth  domestic 
competitors  In  the  foreign  tniilc. 

RM^tlon  5  lmiH>Hes  <s;rtiiln  obligations  wltli  respect  to  making  r^H>rLs  to  the 
Federnl  Trndc  Cuuuuission  upon  those  a^i-socitilious  whli^b  may  be  entitled  to  tbe 
benefltK  of  Rertions  2  nnd  3,  nnd  provides  thol  failure  to  discharge  aadt 
obllKnlious  Hhiill  deprive  the  association  so  fnllitig  of  Ihc  benefits  of  the  said 
sections  'Z  and  3  and  tnibject  it  to  a  fine. 

Replying  specifically  to  the  questions  mised.  t  have  the  honor  to  advise  that. 
In  my  opinion,  the  ncl  of  Aprt  10,  VIIK  Kiir>rii.  ilneH  not  :i|>I>')'  >•>  usociattons 
whose  buslnexs  may  be  confined  to  trade  within  tlie  United  StiUea  and  Its 
Territorial  possessions,  such  as  tlie  Philippines,  Porto  Rico,  HOTrall,  and  Alaska, 
nor  to  associations  engaged  In  the  Import  trade,  tchcSher  al40  ttigageA  in  tke 
erport  trailc  or  not. 

CHAHQES  IB  SWEDEH^  FOKEION  TRABE. 

ICammiTolal  Allacli><  ICrwIn  W.  Thampson.  Copenliagfn.] 

Official  figures  have  been  published  for  the  import  and  export  of 
tho  principal  commodities  in  Swodcn  for  the  fir?*  half  of  1918. 
Some  of  the  important  changes  from  I!)17  are  {jiven  below: 


January-Jtin 


SalthBrtnc.... 
Eggs 

Wheat.' .■;.■.■  .'.".".■ 

llllimlDBttllROll. 

OllcBk* 

Chile  saltpeter.. 

Fotafh  salts 

CoaJ 

CokD 

BriqucIUs. 


IVHSEE  HIBBOB  EKPLOYEES'  WAGES. 

[CoDsnl  It.  Abort  JobnsoD,  Dundee,  Scolland,  Aag.  O.I 

The  Committee  on  Production  has  issued  an  award  on  the  arbi- 
tration between  the  Dundee  Harbor  Trust  and  Scottish  Union  of 
Dock  Laborers,  in  connection  with  a  claim  by  the  weighers  and 
supernumeraries  for  an  advance  in  wages  of  Is.  4d.  ($0.32)  per 
day  as  from  January  4. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  the  weighers  have  received  advances 
amounting  to  4s.  2d.  ($1.01)  per  day  of  10  hours,  while  the  super- 
numeraries have  received  advances  amounting  td  3a.  2d.  ($0.77)  per 
day.  The  decision  of  the  committee  is  that  the  men  concerned  receive 
the  advance  of.  Is.  4d.  per  day,  claimed  as  from  May  6.  Ships'  clerks 
and  assistants,  who  were  parties  to  the  arbitration,  will  also  receive 
the  advance. 
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AORICULTTTRAL  CONDITIOKS  IN  DEKMABK. 

[Consiil  B,  I^  AffiTtnn,  Coiw  u'.infroo.  July  y.) 

According  to  reports  leceiveil  by  tliP  Stutisticiil  Dpyjirfiiient  of  the 
Dullish  (ioveniiiifiit,  thf  whwit  and  vvf  crops  showed  a  geneniUy  im- 
proved condition  on  Jnly  1-).  The  raiiis  in  June  canip  ratlicr  lalie  but 
are  said  to  linve  been  in  time  to  insure  a  gootl  development  of  the 
^rain  before  maturing,  and  tlie  cool  weather  during  the  last  half  of 
June  and  the  early  part  of  July  has  tended  to  retard  the  premature 
ripening  of  the  grain  and  has  iHohuiged  the  jieriod  of  gi-owth.  The 
yield  of  wheat .  throiiglioiit  tlie  Kingdom  is  expected  to  he  a  little 
above  normal;  an  average  cmp  of  rye  is  exi}*!cled  in  Jutland  and  a 
little  better  than  tbc  average  on  the  islands. 

Oats  and  barlsy  appear  to  have  suiFered  somewhat  from  the  dry 
weather  which  prevailed  until  the  latter  part  of  June;  with  the  com- 
ing of  the  i-ains,  however,  in  June  and  July  the  condition  oi  these 
crops  bos  decidedly  improved  and  a  crop  only  slightly  below  normal 
is  expected. 

Potatoes,  carrots,  beets,  kolil-rabi,  turnips,  and  sugar  beets,  com- 
monly called  tlie  root  croj)s,  liave  shown  improvement  since  the  June 
rains.  While  none  of  these  crops  is  i-eported  as  being  bad,  kohl-rabi 
is  reported  to  be  considerably  below  the  average,  and  carrots,  beets, 
turnips,  and  sugar  beets  only  slightly  below  the  average.  Potatoes 
give  promise  of  a  good  crop. 

The  hay  crop  appeal's  ahnost  certain  to  be  poor;  much  improve- 
ment followed  the  rains,  but  the  damaging  effects  of  the  dry  spring 
could  not  be  overcome.  The  grass  is  likewise  poor  but  will  greatly 
improve  during  tlie  summer. 


FLAX  HARVEST  IN  SCOTLAND. 

ICoMUl  H.  D.  Vsn  amil.  Dunfprmnnp.  Aug.  12] 

Flax  harvesting  operations  have  begun  in  the  western  portion  of 
Fife  in  this  consular  district.  Some  1,300  acres  were  placed  under 
flax  cultivation  for  the  fiist  time  in  many  years  and  from  all  indica- 
tions Fifeshirc  has  made  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  flax-pio- 
ducing  properties  of  Scotland,  On  the  20  or  more  farms  embraced 
in  this  new  experiment  of  flax  production,  the  result  appears  to  have 
exceeded  expectations  for  tlio  first  year,  the  general  viewof  this  flux- 
growing  effort  being  that  it  might  take  three  year's  before  a  fully  ac- 
ceptable quality  of  flax  could  be  grown  successfully.  Experts  de- 
scrilie  this  vear's  crop  us  excellent,  considering  all  the  circumstances. 

Little  diiiiculty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  labor  for  the  flax 
pulling.  A  large  contingent  of  girls,  the  majority  from  universities 
and  schools  of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  did  the  work,  while  for  their 
accommodation  while  here  the  Carnegie  Dunfermline  Trustees  placed 
a  section  of  the  clinic  building  in  Dunfermline  for  their  disposal. 
Attired  in  the  war-time  land  service  uniform  these  flax-picking  girls 
have  attracted  much  attention  and  gi\'en  very  satisfactory  returns 
to  the  flax  raisers  of  this  neighborhood. 


-    A  new  smelting  furnace,  with  a  daily  capacity  of  100  tons,  has 
recently  been  installed  in  the  Hokkaido  (Japan)  Steel  Works. 
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SALT  WOSKS  IH  ITO&WAT. 

rrommci'clnl  Att>ch<!  Ernlo  W.  ThompsOD.  Copcubaecu,  Donmnrk,  Aug.  S.I 

Salt  is  one  of  the  important  articles  of  import  in  the  Scandinavian 
countries,  mostly  for  use  in  preserving  feh,  Norway  uaualJy  imjKWfs 
about  300.000  tJ3iis  a  vear,  Spain  furnishing  about  40  per  cent,  Italy 
yO  per  cent,  and  tlio  I'initcd  Kingdom  12  per  cent.  On  account  of  the 
lack  of  space  and  other  difficulties  of  sea  transport,  attention  has  been 
turned  toward  obtaining  salt  from  .sea  water.  The  presence  of  gyp- 
sum, potash,  and  other  chemicals  in  common  sea  w^ter  makes  it  iliffi- 
cnit  to  obtain  pure  chloride  of  sodium  from  sea  water  by  ordinary 
-methods  of  evaporation,  and  the  Norwegian  Government  appropri- 
ated $15,000  for  investigating  a  new  process  invented  by  Mr.  Henrik 
Bull,  an  engineer  connected  with  the  Fiskeri  Fors0gs  Station  (Fisli- 
ery  Experiment  Station)  in  Bergen.  This  inve.stigation  was  com- 
pleted in  April,  1918,  and  a  favorable  report  renderwl.  as  a  result  of 
'which  the  Government  will  probsbly  grant  special  facilities  in  the 
way  of  water-power  licenses  for  the  construction  of  several  plants. 

The  first  plant  is  to  be  built  on  the  west  coast  of  Norway  and  is  to 
be  ready  within  a  year  if  the  electric  and  other  machinery'  can  be 
obtained.  The  output  will  be  al>out  50,000  kms  per  year.  If  this  is 
successful,  several  additional  plants  of  about  the  same  size  will  be 
successively  built  along  the  Norwegian  coast.  The  process  appears  to 
be  one  of  electrolysis  in  combination  with  evaporation  by  heat  pro- 
duced by  the  electric  current.  Magnesium,  gypsum,  Glauber's  salts, 
iodine,  and  bromine  will  be  by-products  of  the  procees. 

A  coiporation  will  be  formed  for  exploiting  this  process,  with  « 
capital  of  $5,000,000,  and  will  be  called  the  A/S  De  norske  Salt- 
verker,  whose  principal  offices  will  probably  be  in  Bergen. 


CONDITION  OF  SWISS  GBOFS  IN  JULY. 

IVlre  Coniul  JntHcB  C.    McNnUf,  Eurlcb,   July    1&] 

The  weather  during  the  month  of  June  was  not  particularly  fav- 
orable for  plant  growth;  the  drought  which  extended  from  May  1 
until  June  10  suddenly  ended  and  continual  roins  thereafter  delayed 
the  growth  of  the  hay,  particularly  in  the  higher  altitude.  If  more 
favorable  weather  does  not  follow,  the  prospects  for  the  second  hay 
crop  is  poor.  The  condition  of  the  meadows  on  July  1  as  compared 
with  a  year  ago,  when  1  is  considered  very  poorj  2  poor,  3  medium,  4 
good.  5  very  good,  is  indicated  as  follows:  Native  meadows,  4.19  in 
1917  and  3.20  in  1!)18:  tame  meadows,  4,17  in  1917  and  3,41  in  1918; 
and  Alpine  meadows,  iM  in  1917  and  2,83  in  1918. 
Oeneral  Condition  of  Qrain  and  Vegetable  Cropi. 

'i'he  general  condition  of  the  fall  grains  is  somewhat  more  unfavor- 
able than  a  month  ago.  In  places  the  excessive  June  rains  have 
c:uisi>d  the  grain  to  lie  down,  but  the  wheat  and  spelt  in  general  is 
fairly  well  developed.  The  rye  especially  is  down  in  many  places, 
hut  Ihc  blo-soming  has  been  favorable  an<i  the  heads  arc  fiill.  Tlie 
hurley  }i:is  ulroiuly  been  harvested  in  some  parts  and  the  yield  is  satis- 
factory. In  genera],  the  grain  in  tlie  regular  grain  districts  is  better 
than  III  districts  which  were  plowed  up  last  fall  for  grain.  ITie 
spring  grains  suffered  during  tlie  drought  period,  and  the  condition 
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of  the  oats  especially  varies  greatly.  In  certain  regions  insect  pests 
have  caused  damage.  The  average  prospect  for  spring  grains  is 
below  normal,  Indian  corn  has  also  suffered  from,  wiint  of  warm 
weather  and  from  damage  by  worms. 

During  the  month  of  June  the  condilion  of  the  potato  crop  became 
worse.  The  frost  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  affected  the  plants 
in  many  sections,  and  the  cold  and  rainy  weather  which  followed 
prevented  the  plants  recovering  from  the  damage  of  the  frost. 
Potato  worms  have  also  caused  damage  in  certain  districts.  The 
crop  prospects  for  runcle  beets,  yellow  beets,  and  iield  vejretables  arc 
also  under  normal ;  the  bean  crop  suffered  paiiicularly  because  of  the 
cold  and  wet  weather. 
Prospects  for  Fruit — Suromaiy  of  Crops. 

The  prospects  for  fruit  are  not  very  good.  The  cherry  crop  will 
not  be  more  than  two-thirds  of  normal.  Ajiples  are  estimated  at 
above  80  per  cent,  but  pears  at  less  than  half  of  a  normal  yield.  The 
prospects  for  prunes  and  walnuts  are  fair.  The  grape  prospects  are 
also  good,  but  there  is  considerable  possibility  for  future  damage  by 
blight  and  grape  pests;  in  places  this  damage  has  already  appeared. 

Below  is  given  a  summary  of  the  condition  of  the  crop,  expressed  in 
percentage  of  a  normal  yield,  on  July  1,  1917  and  1918: 


rtopj. 

1917 
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Cr.p3. 

.... 
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Prrr«,'. 
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The  li)I8  estimates  may  Iw  affected  by  al 
damage  from  pests  Inter  in  the  season. 


weather  or  by 


CEYLON'S  IMPOSTS  OF  LEATHER  GOODS. 


Boots  and  shoes  constitute  the  chief  item  in  the  imports  of  leather 
nnd  its  manufactures  info  Ceylon.  According  to  the  Ceylon  Ulue 
Book,  the  imports  of  bcots  and  shoes  were  valued  at  $221J{2i)  out  of 
total  imports  amounting  to  $^i)3,(>31.  The  following  table  lists  tho 
different  articles  imported  in  191C: 


„»„. 

Ii:r<lrfd 

WoiKht. 

Value. 

th 

Jj. 

142,741 
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BBAZIL-INSOBSES  fLAN  TO  DtPBOVE  SHIPPINQ. 

[Vice  Consul  Klchard  I',  MomicLi,  Bio  de  Juieiro,  BiaiU,  June  85.) 

The  Presi(}ent  of  BrazU,  by, .Decree  No.  12090,  of  April  24,  1918, 
promulgated  tlie  resolution  concerning  steamship  service  between 
the  American  Republics,  which  was  passed  by  the  International 
American  Conference  in  Buenos  Aires  on  August  12,  1910,  and 
approved  by  the  President  of  Brazil  in  Decree  No.  2881  of  November 
8,  1914. 

The  conference  above  mentioned  recommended  that  the  States 
represented  at  the  conference  should  conclude  conventions  aiuong 
themselves  providing  for  direct  and  adequate  steamship  service;  the 
vessels  to  be  built  of  the  highest  speed  and  largest  size  consistent 
with  economical  commercial  service. 

It  was  further  recommended  that  where  «  line  or  lines  of  steamers 
should  be  established  through  State  initiative,  such  vessels  should 
enjoy  all  privileges  at  ports  of  call  that  are  aecorded  to  vessels  flying 
the  flag  of  such  ports;  that  no  rebating  privileges  should  be  granted 
railways  which  would  not  be  granted  to  vessels  running  in  direct 
trade  from  other  States  represented  at  the  conference;  that  States 
now  having  contracts  with  ports  of  other  countries  of  AmtTioa  pro- 
viding for  optional  steamdiip  communication,  demand  obligatory 
and  rapid  service  with  such  ports ;  that  connecting  lines  between  such 
ports  as  have  no  American  steamship  service  should  be  established 
m  order  that  there  may  be  a  continuous,  unbroken  connection  from 
north  to  south  on  both  coasts;  that  in  all  cases  in  which  vessels  pro- 
ceed in  one  direction  only  from  the  ports  of  one  American  State  to 
another,  reciprocal  measui-es  should  be  taken  to  provide  return  car- 
goes warranting  return  service;  and  that  in  view  of  the  immense 
importance  of  the  development  of  steamship  lines,  direct  banking  and 
cable  service  should  be  established. 


BRAZIL  EEQVLATES  SALE  OF  CHEMICAL  F^TILIZ^ 

(V§co  Coniinl  Rlrhnrd  P.  UamsFD,  Rio  dt>  Jap«lro.  luly  33.1 

By  a  decree  of  July  10,  1918,  the  President  of  Brazil  has  defined 
the  offense  of  adulteration  of  chemical  fertilizers  and  promulgated 
regulations  concerning  the  sale  of  these  products. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  to  sell  or  to  offer  for  sale  chemical  fertilizers 
which  deceive  or  tend  to  deceive  the  purchaser  as  to  their  nature  or 
origin,  their  composition,  or  the  mixture  of  the  elements  which  they 
contain,  or  by  the  designation  of  a  name  which,  according  to  trade 
usage,  is  given  to  other  fertilizing  substances.  For  infractions  of 
this  regulation  a  fine  of  from  15  to  30  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the 
quantity  sold  is  to  bo  imposed,  and  for  fraudulent  exhibition  a  fine 
of  from  50  to  100  milreis  (about  $12.50  to  $25  United  States  cur- 
rency) ;  these  amounts  are  to  be  doubled  on  the  second  offense. 

The  manufacturer  or  seller  is  required  to  state  on  the  contract  or  ■ 
bill  of  sale  all  the  necessary  information  concerning  the  composition 
of  the  fertilizers  to  be  sold,  indicating  the  varioita  elements  of  nitro- 

{[en.  phosphoric  ncid,  potash,  etc.,  according  to  their  weights  per 
mndred  kilos  of  the  manufactured  article.    The  fine  for  infractions 
of  Uiis  regulation  is  from  5  to  20  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  quantity 
'  sold,  doubled  on  the  second  offense. 

I  ,1   I  .Goot^lc 
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PUUCTION  OF  TRACTORS  DT  AGRICULTTTRE  APTEE  WAR. 

ICommprrUl  Attache  Pierce  C.  Wllllums,  Puils,  Fraoc'e,  Junu  17,1 

An  Americiin  expert  in  the  manufachire  and  il^p  of  tractors  in 
Europe  has  ijrepared,  at  the  siippestion  of  the  United  States  commer- 
cial attach^  in  Paris,  the  followinp;  Statement  with  reference  to  thb 
vital  role  that  will  pi'obably  be  played  by  tractors  in  the  period  fol- 
lowing the  war.  Ills  conclusions  are  presented  as  those  of  a  man  of 
wide  experience  who  has  given  the  subject  much  careful  thought. 
It  should  be  understood  that  his  interpretation  of  facts  is  an  indi- 
vidual one,  which  is  subject  to  modification  under  the  ever-changing 
conditions  developed  by  the  war: 
StaortaKC  of  Eor»i  Bronght  About  by  War.  ^ 

When  war  was  declared  in  1914,  a  very  great  shortage  of  horses  was 
experienced.  Within  a  few  weeks  practically  every  horse  in  Europe 
was  seized  and  placed  in  war  service,  and,  in  addition,  the  Entente 
Allies  (especially  France  and  England)  began  witliin  one  month  to 
purchase  very  large  numbers  of  horses  in  Spain,  South  America,  the 
United  States,  and  Canada.  Since  the  war  began  more  than  1,500,- 
000  horses  and  500.000  mules  have  been  exported  to  Europe  from  the 
United  States  and  Canada  alone. 

The  average  age  of  the  horses  mobilized  in  1914  was  6  to  7  years, 
and  they  are  now  10  to  12  years  old.  Mares  were  also  mobilized,  and 
since  then  breeding  has  practically  ceased.  The  average  maximum 
age  of  a  hor^e  is  bttle  more  tlian  12  years,  and,  if  the  war  continues 
much  longer,  it  is  obvious  that  practically  all  of  the  mobilized  horses 
will  die  either  of  wounds  or  old  age  or  will  be  unfit  for  either  work 
or  breeding. 

Throughout  Europe  there  is  undoubtedly  an  unprecedented  short- 
age of  horse  power,  and  the  situation  seems  destined  to  become  worse 
as  the  war  goes  on.  Even  when  peace  is  signed,  the  farmers  can  not 
expect  to  import  horses  from  abroad,  because,  first,  the  transportation 
expenses  are  likely  to  exceed  the  value  of  the  animal  and,  second,  no 
country  will  have  any  surplus  to  export. 

One  must  take  into  consideration  the  probability  that  the  Germans, 
in  their  retreat,  will  strip  the  invaded  districts  of  horses,  cattle,  and 
agricultural  implements,  as  they  have  stripped  the  factories  of  their 
machinery. 

What,  then,  will  bo  the  plight  of  the  people  of  those  districts  when 
they  have  no  horse  power  or  implements  for  food  production  and, 


perhaps,  inadequate  shipping  facilities  for  the  importation  of  neces- 
sary foodstuffs! 

To  one  who  studies  the  problem  closely,  there  appears  onlj'  on© 
practicable  source  of  relief.  Tractors  must  supply  the  deficiency. 
A  20-horsepower  tractor,  it  is  claimed,  will  do  the  work  of  nine 
horses,  will  cost  less,  will  have  a  longer  existence,  will  eat  none  of  the 
food  it  produces,  will  require  a  relatively  small  degree  of  attentioe, 
.  and  can  be  produced  rapidly  and  in  desired  quantities. 
Problem  Created  by  Dlml notion  of  Han  Power. 

The  question  of  man  power  must  be  considered  in  this  connection. 
Most  of  the  capable  male  farm  workers  in  tlie  belligerent  countries 
are  with  the  armies.  European  food  production  is  being  cv^MlI  on 
by  women^  children,  and  men  over  50  years  old.    IVIiUions  pf  men 
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hiivt!  been  killed,  and  otiiei-  miilions  have  been  permanently  disabled. 
DecreiiHcd  production  in  certnin  countries  has  been  flccompanied  by 
an  enornioiH  ihcrwise  in  tlie  demand.  England  forms  a  notable  excep- 
tion to  thfl  prevailinp  tendency.  Although  the  fanaing  industry  in 
the  United  Kinfidom  lias  suflon-d  severely  in  horse  and  man  power, 
food  production  has  been  increase*!.  This  En^ish  increase  has  been 
made  pos-sible  only  through  the  use  of  tractors. 

The  man-power  situation,  as  it  exists  to-day,  seems  to  point  very 
clearly  to  the  ueoesnity  of  adopting  mechanical  methods  to  a  greatly 
increased  extent. 
Agricultural  Conditions — Demand  for  Farm  Impleneatt. 

The  war  has  caused  such  !i  substiintial  inci-esise  in  the  prices  of  all 
farm  products  that  fanners  everywhere  wlio  have  been  able  to  main- 
tain ^od  produrtion  have  been  prospering  beyond  all  precedent. 
No  other  industry  has  such  sound  credit  and  euch  ^«fit  purcliasing 
capacity.  But  with  this  unusual  prosperity  there  have  otmie  serious 
probteins.  The  farmer  is  not  only  short  of  home  and  man  power, 
oat  his  machinerv  and  tools  are  wearing  out.  He  has  money  in  the 
bank,  but  it  is  difficult  or  impoesible  for  him  to  (^t  deliveries  of  new 
machinery  or  repair  parts  for  the  old. 

Implement  factories  are  given  over  to  war  work,  sniitiiies  are  simi- 
larly eniEagcd,  importations  are  restricted  or  forbidden,  ocean 
freights  are  enormausly  expensive,  diipping  Epace  in  unavaiiable. 
and  implement  makers  are  unable  to  get  suflicient  metal  and  material 
for  farm  implements. 

On  tiie  one  hand,  the  war  has  dangled  unheard-of  profits  before 
the  European  farmer,  and,  on  thp  other,  it  has  taken  or  with- 
held from  him  the  horsepower,  the  man  power,  and  the  toote  that 
are  necessary  to  enable  him  to  (^l^in  the  promised  prize. 

As  soon  as  the  war  is  over  there  will  inevitably  he  a  tremendmiE 
demand  for  modetn  faiming  iniplements  of  all  binds,  and  price  will 
not  be  so  important  a  factor  as  quick  deJivenen.  It  is  the  one  manu- 
facturing line  in  which,  after  the  war,  there  will  be  an  urgent  and 
almost  unlimited  demand  from  a  class  of  buyei's  having  a  perfect 
capacity  for  prompt  payment. 
Ameriea  ICust  PumlBh  Machlaei?  Requires. 

From  what  souires  arc  tliese  agricultural  iuipleuieots  to  come! 
America  may  be  considered  fiist.  Befoie  Uic  war  a  large  part  of 
sU  the  farm  macliinery  used  in  Europe  canie  from  the  United  Stat^. 
This  was  true  even  in  the  Central  Empires.  Sint*  the  be^nziing 
of  the  war  it  has  been  iucreaaingly  difficult  for  AnicrJCiUi  manufac- 
turers to  deliver  such  products  in  Euroije.  Evcji  tlie  Ainerican  ma- 
chinery that  is  already  there  is  seriously  incapacitated  because  of  the 
inability  to  import  tlie  repair  parts  nccessuiy  to  ktxp  it  working. 

And,  for  reasons  that  need  not  be  elaboi'ated,  the  home  demand  in 
America  is  great.  It  Kill  increaec  as  time  g<it3  on.  The  American 
farmers,  having  ample  credit,  will  be  quick  to  purchase  tractors  t<i 
make  good  the  shortage  of  men  and  lioi'sca.  (iveat  educational  and 
publicity  efforts  have  been  exerted  in  acquainting  the  American  farm- 
ers with  tike  advantages  of  mechanical  power,  and  in  1916  they 
bon^t  34,000  tractors.  It  may  reasf  nably  be  expected  that,  unless 
vigorous  measures  are  taken,  the  American  d^nand  will  increase 
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more  rapidly  than  the  domestic  supply.  Unless  American  tractor 
manufactui-ers  increase  their  producing  capacity  during  the  period 
of  the  war,  it  can  hardly  be  anticipated  that  they  will  be  active  in 
European  markets  after  the  termination  of  hostilities. 

One  touches  here  the  real  crux  of  the  entire  matter.  American 
manufacturers  of  tractors  (and,  in  fact,  of  all  classes  of  agricultural 
machinery)  must  increase  their  capacity  if  the  pressing  needs  of 
American  and  European  agricultui-e  are  to  be  supplied  and  economic 
maladjustment  avoided.  They  should  be  ready  for  a  large  baclred-up 
demand  from  Europe  for  aJl  classes  of  farm  machinery.  They 
tjiould  be  prepared  to  make  large  and  immediate  shipments  the  mo- 
ment that  peace  inakes  shipping  space  available. 

For  it  is  perfectly  apparent  that  European  manufacturers  can 
satisfy  only  a  fraction  of  the  refjuiremcnfs.  Prof.  Ringlemann,  the 
technical  head  of  the  Miichino  Agricolo  Department  of  the  French 
Goverunient,  stated  recently  that  France  will  need  60,000  tractors. 
Large  quantities  will  bo  required  by  tlie  United  Kingdom,  Russia, 
Koumania,  Serbia,  Greece,  Italy,  Belgium,  as  well  as  Brazil,  Argen- 
tina, South  Africa,  Australia,  and  Xew  Zealand. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  British  agricultuml-machineiy  'manufacturers, 
called  by  the  Minister  of  Munitions  in  March,  1917,  a  poll  of  tmctoi- 
makei's  sliowed  that  the  total  British  capacity  was  less  than  1,000 
tractoi's  per  year.  The  present  tractor-producing  capacity  of  France 
is  less  than  100  per  year,  though  the  Compagnie  Generale  des  Omni- 
bus de  Paris  has  recently  completed  arrangements  with  the  Saunder- 
son  Traclor  &  Implement  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Bedford,  England,  under 
which  it  will  proTluce  from  2,000  to  3,000  Saunderson  tractors  per 
year. 

Amei'ican  tractor  manufacturers  may  safely  conclude  that  Europe, 
outside  Germany,  can  not  produce  more  than  5)000  tractors  per 
year  for  a  long  time  after  the  war  is  over.  They  may  assume  that 
(with  iH)Ssibly  one  exception)  none  of  the  European-made  tractors 
with  wliich  they  will  have  to  compete  will  be  at  all  troublesome. 
Taston  That  BttenaUnt  tbe  Kind  ot  Ttaetort  Dadred. 

American  manufacturers  sltould  bear  in  mind  that  the  farms  of 
Europe  are  small,  and  that  small  tractoi-s  (eay,  20  horsepower)  are 
much  more  in  demand  than  heavy  tractors,  although  there  is  a 
demand  for  the  3.5  and  50  horsepower  machines  in  Algeria  and  Russia. 

A  tractor  for  European  sale  must  be  an  all-purpose  tractor  that 
can  do  heavy  and  light  farm  work;  it  must  have  a  good  speed  for 
road  haulage  and  a  pulley  for  thrashing,  giinding,  etc. 

The  roads  of  Europe  are  practically  all  macadam  or  made  pikes, 
and  the  laws  governing  their  use  are  stringent.  A  tractor  wheel 
studded  with  spikes  or  strakes  would  not  be  permitted  to  do  European 
road  haulage.  European  roads  contain  many  stretches  of  stone-block 
paving  (old  military  roads),  and  haulage  on  such  roads  requires 
tractor  wheels  of  the  strongest  possible  construction.  In  fact,  Ameri- 
can makers  should  supply  in  Eiu-ope  the  strongest  pos.sible  construc- 
tion, as  a  breakage  means  a  spare  paH  from  America  and  an  idle 
tractor  until  tlio  part  arrives. 

The  great  criticism  of  American  tractors  arises  fi'om  these  ques- 
tions of  light  construction  and  replacements.  American  firms  should 
keep  a  full  stock  of  spares  in  any  country  in  which  they  place  their 
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macliines.    Spares  can  not  be  accurately  made  by  FrencK  stiops  asing 
the  Frencli  meaijureiiients. 

Before  American  tractor  and  plow  manufacturers  undertake  any 
serious  expense  in  developing  the  European  demand,  they  should  send 
representatives  to  investigate  the  situation  carefully,  as  not  only  are 
conditions  very  different  from  those  in  America,  but  they  differ  in 
the  various  parts  of  Europe,  For  instance,  the  English  farmer  will  . 
not  consider  a  wide,  flat-furrow  American  plow,  while  the  Scotch 
fanner  prefers  it.  The  Englisliinan  dislikes  a  tractor  that  runs  in  a 
furrow,  while  the  French  prefer  it. 

Much  of  tlie  land  in  Europe  is  very  heavy,  and  plows  should  be  so 
made  that  furrows  can  be  added  or  taken  off.  A  tractor  that  could 
pull  five  furrows  in  the  sandy  soil  around  Detroit  would  be  stalled 
with  a  two- furrow  plow  in  English  Essex  clay.  The  land  in  Europe 
is  old  and  worn,  and  deeper  plowing  is  required.  The  average 
European  farmer  is  not  wealthy,  aud  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
to  be  able  (o  offer  him  a  six-furrow  plow  that  could  l)e  reduced  to  a 
three  furrow  rather  tlian  force  him  to  buy  both  a  three  and  a  six 
furrow  plow. 

American  plow  manufacturers  will  have  an  enormous  demand  in 
Europe  after  the  war,  but  they  will  have  more  competition  from  the 
European  makers  than  will  the  tractor  manufacturer.  They  should 
carefully  study  tractors  and  de-sign  their  tractor  plows  for  tractor 
uses.  They  should  study  the  land,  conditions,  and  preferences  of 
Europe.  American  plow  and  tractor  manufacturers  should  work 
very  closely  togetlier. 

American  tractor  makei'S  who  wish  to  hold  a  European  trade  must 
pay  close  attention  to  strength,  durability,  and  soliciity  of  construc- 
tion. In  Europe  a  bad  reputation  spreads  rapidly  and  is  lasting, 
and  buyers  are  very  critical  and  exacting. 

American  tractor  manufacturers  should  recognize  that  the  work 
and  conditions  confronting  a  tractor  are  more  variable  and  exact- 
ing than  those  facing  the  automobile  engineer,  and  their  designers 
should  approach  the  problem  through  the  farmer  user  rather  than 
the  drawing-board  engineer  or  the  quantity-production  or  efficiency 
engineer.  Much  invaluable  advice  cfflicerning  tractor  design  can  bo 
obtained  from  the  farmer,  and  practical  usefulness  and  stability  must 
not  be  sacrificed  to  quick-unit  factory  construction  and  assembly  and 
low  costs. 

UBTJGTJAYAH  BTTDflET  EXTENDED. 
ICotixul  William  Duitgod,  MonlovIdEO,  July  IT.] 

A  law  of  July  10,  1918,  extends,  with  all  modifications  introduced 
by  law  during  the  fiscal  periods  191G-17  and  1917-18,  the  budget 
in  force  up  to  June  30,  1918,  until  such  time  as  the  budget  law  for 
the  fiscal  year  1918-19  may  be  approved. 

The  general  budget  law  thus  provisionally  extended  to  apply  to 
the  present  fiscal  year  (1918-19)  is  (hat  voted  for  the  fiscal  year 
1916-17,  as  subsequently  modified  by  various  enactments.  No  new 
general  budget  was  voted  for  the  year  1917-18.  It  may  be  noted 
tliat  the  1916-17  budget  was  the  first  new  general  budget  agreed 
upon  by  the  Uruguayan  executive  and  legislative  powers  since  191^ 
[See  Supplement  47b  to  Cosimekce  KEronrs  for  Dec.  26,  1917.] 
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AeRICULTVBE  IN  SAO  PAULO  DAHAaSD  BT  F&OST. 

[Consul  ItDbcrt  L.  Kclsfr,  San  Taulo,  Braxll;  wo  alio  Couaimii.c  KEnwTa   for  ,iiilr    in. 
1018.1 

As  a  resnlt  of  unusual  coM  weiithei-  from  the  25th  to  the  ^Sth  of 
June,  all  agricniture  witliin  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  has  sitffered 
severely.     With  the  exception  of  certain  sections  lying  in  the  coastal 

f>)ains,  the  crops  of  oastorbeans  and  bananas  and  most  of  the  native 
niit  and  siipnr  cnne  have  been  largely  ruined.  The  coffee  industry 
has  suffered  in  a  degree  which  at  the  present  time  it  is  not  possible  to 
calculate.  Reporta  from  travelei-s  amving  from  the  interior  State, 
however,  are  that  all  coffee  trees  under  3  years  of  age  have  been 
killed.  The  reports  further  state  that  two  years  or  more  will  be 
required  to  bring  the  production  of  the  old  trees  buck  to  normal. 
These  I'otxuts  are  forrolioiated  by  the  official  reports  being  received 
by  the  State  Government. 

During  the  yestr  1917  practically  every  faiiuer  within  the  State  of 
Sao  Paulo  planted  cafior  beans.  The  crop  for  1918  had  been  esti- 
mated at  l,OtK),000  to  3,000.000  sacks.  In  certain  parts  the  crops  had 
already  ripened  and  wei-e  ready  for  gathering.  A  part  was  still  in 
the  foimative  stage,  however,  and  is  now  a  complete  ruin,  together 
with  the  plants  priKlucing  the  beans.  From  8  to  12  months  will  be 
reqiiii-efl  to  replant  tliis  crop,  and  tlie  1919  crop  will  probably  be 
2,000,000  bags. 
Heavy  J«m  in  Sngkr  Cane  and  Coffee— Cattle  Indiutnr  Suffers. 

Practically  the  entire  sugar-cane  crop  has  Ukewise  been  ruined  and 
will  require  two  years  to  replant. 

The  greatest  loss  will  come  to  the  coffee  planters  who  have  been 
investing  capital  in  the  development  of  nev;  plantations.  While  at 
(he  present  time  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  proper  estimates  of  the 
losses  sustained,  not  even  vague  hopes  are  entertained  for  the  new 
plantations.  The  older  plantations  nave  been  seriouslv  damaged  as 
well,  and  the  crop  for  1919  is  estimated  at  3,000,000  to  5,000.000  ba^ 
and  that  for  1920  at  4,000,000  to  6,000,000  bags.  In  1921  the  crops  wili 
again  approach  a  normal  figure. 

It  is  pi^icted  that  serious  i-eaction  will  result  in  eomi»»crciaI,  indus- 
trial, and  financial  circles  fi'om  the  losses  sustained  by  the  agrictil- 
tnral  interests.  Fortunately  mtmey  has  been  easy  for  some  seven  or 
eight  months  past.  It  is  thought  that  the  coffee  "  commissarios  "  or 
bankers  will  be  able  to  sustain  the  planters  until  the  haciendas  again 
produce  sufficient  revenue  to  allow  a  margin  of  profit. 

The  cattle  industry  will  also  suffer.  At  this  season  of  the  year  the 
grass  pastures  are  at  their  worst.  Most  of  the  stock  raisers  prepare 
special  fattening  pasttires  for  the  winter  season.  These  pastures  have 
all  been  ruined  by  the  frost,  and  it  will  be  months  before  they  will 
again  produce  sufficient  nourishment  for  the  cattle  of  the  State. 
Another  loss  will  undoubtedly  come  through  increase  of  mortality 
from  hoof  and  mouth  disease.  This  epidemic  always  appears  during 
the  winter  season,  but  stich  cattle  as  have  green  pastures  throngho\it 
fbe  winter  generally  recover.  Tlie  destruction  of  (he  green  pastures 
will  therefore  increase  the  mortality  rate. 


Large  additions  are  planned  to  the  municipal  power  station  of 
Bergen,  Norway,  at  Samnaenger,  which  will  cost  over  $1^000,000. 


828  COMMEECE  EEPORTSv 

BIDS  SUBMITTED  FOB  BBAZIUAH  CAUSTIC-SODA  WOBES. 

[V1c«  Consul  REcbard  P.  Momspn.  Rio  df>  Jaoolro,  Jnnc  29,1 
The  Minister  of  Agriciihiire,  Industry,  and  Commerce  of  Brazil 
recently  ciiiisrd  to  be  piibiiHlu'd  in  the  Diario  Official  (Official  Ga- 
zette) the  l>i<ls  which  were  reu'eived  by  him  for  tlio  ps^tabli^ihrnent  of 
caustic-soda  factories.  [See  Comsierce  Uf;i'oitT8  fiir  May  9  and  Jtdy 
3,  1918.1  I'll"  following  table  shows  the  various  items  of  theae 
proposals : 
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S.|fttajf".  swi«oia. 

With  th«  single  exception  of  the  proposal  of  the  Sooiedade 
Anonyma  Carbonica,  which  company  si>ecifiod  the  Solvny  pioces,'?, 
all  of  these  bids  are  for  plants  using  the  electrolytic  nietholi  of  mak- 
ing caustic  soda. 

ROPE  Aint  CORDAGE  TRADE  OB  JAMAICA. 

IVIce  CoDBul  Dnvlx  I).  Ia'wIb,  Klngnlun.  Au);.  ^-1 

Tliere  is  an  excellent  market  for  rope  and  hard  fiber  cordage  in 
Kingston  and  other  parts  of  JamaicA.  luipDrts  of  cordage  and 
twines  into  Jamaica  have  increased  from  a  value  of  $4.").000  in  1913 
to  $o5,000  in  1916  and  Sfi.'i.OOO  in  1917.  The  United.  States  fur- 
nished 33  per  cent  of  the  1913  imports,  while  in  1910-17  the  propor- 
tion rose  to  more  than  50  per  cent.  The  goods  mostly  in  demand 
consist  of  manila,  sisal,  and  tanned  hemp  rope,  tanned  marlin, 
tanned  spun  yarn  and  flax,  and  hemp  flasket  in  sizes  of  from  6  thread 
up  to  6  inches  in  circumference;  manila  rope  from  ^  inch  to  2 
inches  has  the  largest  sale.  The  shortage  of  wire  cable  has  prob- 
ably caused  an  increase  in  the  use  of  manila  rope  to  some  extenL 
Jamaica  being  a  maritime  country,  much  rojje  is  used  in  its  ship- 
ping industries,  and  the  numerous  small  manufacturers  and  owners 
of  larf^e  agricultural  estates  buy  considerable  quantities  of  necessary 
sizes  from  local  wholesale  dealers. 

In  addition  to  the  above  amounts  of  roiJc  used,  from  $8,000  to 
$10,000  worth  of  cheap  grass  rope  manufactured  in  the  Cayman 
Islands  (a  dependency  of  Jamaica)  is  brought  to  Jamaica  yearly. 
This  rope  is  about  one-lialf  inch  in  diameter  and  is  used  by  the 
poorer  class  of  peasants  for  the  usual  farm  purposes;  it  is  sold  in 
coils  150  to  300  feot  in  length  and  retails  at  about  10  cents  pec 
pound.  Jamaica  exports  a  small  amount  of  sisal  fiber  yearly  to  the 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom.  -  i 
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HARBOB  WOAES  DT  HETHEfiLAKDS  EAST  INDIES. 
(Board  of  Tnde  Jouroal,  Aug.  1.] 

The  construction  of  tlie  new  harbor  works  at  Tnii'djong  Perali, 
Soerabnya,  is  ncnrinfj  completion,  niHd  the  qiipstion  of  extending 
the  quay  spnce  is  now  under  consideration.  During  the  early  part 
of  1917  the  (lOvernment  erected  '20  warehouses  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  new  wharf.  These  warehonsos  arc  fapnble  of  holding  from 
66.000  to  70,000  tons  of  sugar,  and  have  been  in  use  throughout  the 
season,  several  sfeamers  having;  been  loaded  at  the  wharf  instead  of 
from  lighters  lying  in  the  roads.  In  addition  to  thew,  several  other 
w«rehoii>ie.s  were  nlfto  built,  some  of  which  are,  however,  still  un- 
finished. Shorlape  of  material  prevented  the  pn>ixised  railway 
Bcfaeme  from  being  completely  carried  out,  btit  this  will,  no  doubt, 
be  done  as  Mum  as  supplies  have  again  become  available.  The  pres- 
coit  system  of  lim>s  is  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  anticipated  trsiflic. 

In  addition  to  w>veral  tugs  of  me<)ium  power,  n  vessel  of  WW  horse^ 
power  in  now  available  at  iSvrabaya.  Two  Hoating  cranes,  with  a 
lifting  rapacity  of  •2!i  tons  and  i>0  tons  respectively,  are  also  stationed 
liere.  The  two  floating  dorks  with  lifting  aipncities  of  14.000  tons 
and  3,fiO0  tons  res]>ectnely,  hive  been  iii  cMistant  use  tbrougboat 
the  year,  and  the  work  done  by  the  Dry  Dock  Co,  has  proved  to  be 
«.s  satisfactory  as  could  be  expected,  considering  the  difiictitty  met 
with  in  obtaining  proper  labor  and  experienced  European  saper- 
vision. 


THE  OXTOEM  AKD  ACETTLEITE  IFDUSTBT  Iff  BRAZIL. 

[V[fo  <'6n<iul  Rielmrd  P.  MomKi-n,  Rio  dc  Jonrtro,  Jul)  S.| 
The  oxygen  industry  in  Brazil  is  very  small  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  one  plane  in  the  city  of  Sao  Paulo  (the  output  of  which  is  not 
known)  and  one  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.  The  latter  is  owned  by  Mc- 
Lauchlan  &  Co.  (British),  of  Rua  Sao  Fodro  67,  and  has  a  capacity 
of  20,000  cubic  meters  (cubic  meter=Sfi,314  cubic  feet)  of  oxygen 
jjer  monlli.  but  at  present  its  total  monthly  output  is  but  8,000  cubic 
metei-8.  Apparently  no  oxygen  is  now  being  imported  into  Brazil, 
owing  to  scarcity  of  freight  facilities,  and  consumers  are  obhged  to 
depend  solely  upon  the  output  of  the  two  plants  mentioned.  The 
avemge  price  charged  is  4  milreis  per  cubic  meter  '(a  little  leas  than 
a  cents  a  cubic  foot). 

Calcium  carbide  which  is  luscd  in  preparing  acetylene,  is  manu- 
factured in  Brazil  only  by  tho  Compnnhia  Brazileira  Cnrbureto  de 
Calcio,  at  Palm>Ta,  State  of  Minas  G«raes.  [See  CosuntncE  Reports 
for  May  4, 1918.  |  The  average  price  charged  for  carbide  is  2  milreis 
per  idlo  (approximately  23  cents  a  pound). 

The  possibility  nf  otitaining  conrepsions  for  the  installation  of  a 
plant  for  the  manufacture  of  these  two  products  is  remote,  unless 
they  were  to  bo  mnnufactnrcd  under  some  new  process,  and  in  sich 
case  patents  wouldlmvo  to  be  applied  for  in  the  usual  manner. 


The  customhouse  receipts  at  Vera  Cruz.  Mexico,  during  Jidy,  re- 

fjorts  Consul  Francis  R.  Stewart,  nmotinted  to  S10.3R5  pesos,  equiva- 
ent  at  normal  exchange  to  $105,200  United  States  gold. 

,1    I  .Goo»^lc 
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THE  OLASQOW  INDUSTRIES  FAIR. 

[Cfnswl  Tiiomns  H.  BiTOn,  <l.>(»lif.l  hk  vHt  rniwil  nl  UlaBjow,  StntlBud.  Aob.  2.7 

Tile  Second  Glnpf:;ow  Tmlii?h'i(?H  Fiiii-  will  be  npenod  on  August  19, 
1918,  in  the  Kelvin  IliiU  of  Iiuhistries  ami  will  contiimc,  until  the 
end  of  the  momh.  IL  wiis  oriffinally  inU'ndi^d  to  hold  the  fair  in 
the  spring  of  the  vear,  hut  owing  to  war  conditionri  biLftii-ient  labor 
and  materitil  could  not  he  obtained  in  time  to  carry  out  the  original 
program,  which  called  for  the  eonipietion  of  the  building  in  which 
the  fair  is  to  be  held. 

The  building  is  now  po  well  advanced  and  the  stands  for  the 
exhibition  of  jpiods  in  sneh  a  state  of  completion  that  the  opening 
date  has  been  arranged,  and  there  is  every  prospect  tliat  the  success 
which  attended  the  fair  of  1917  will  extend  to  the  one  about  to  be 
inaugurated.  The  new  structure  is  admirably  suited  for  the  pur- 
pose and  is  readily  reached  from  all  parts  of  the  city.  It  has  a 
floor  space  of  approximately  100,0(X)  square  feet. 

The  fair  is  bemg  promoted  by  the  coriioration  of  the  city  of  Glas- 
gow under  the  auspices  and  with  the  support  of  the  (Government) 
Board  of  Trade  and  is  luider  the  patronage  of  the  Associated  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  London,  and  the  Glasgow  Chamber  of  Commerae. 

Exhibitions  of  a  similar  nature  have  been  held  in  London  for  the 

gist  few  years,  one  taking  place  early  this  year  (see  Commehce 
EPORT3  for  Apr.  12,  1918) ;  but  while  the  fairs  in  London  and 
Glasgow  have  the  same  common  object,  each  has  its  separate  sphere. 
The  official  intention  is  that  these  fairs  shonld  not  be  in  any  sense 
competitive,  and  that  industries  represented  in  one  center  should  not 
be  on  exhibition  at  another  at  the  same  time. 

At  the  recent  London  Fair  the  exhibits  were  confined  primarily 
to  toys,  glassware,  china,  printing,  and  stationery.  The  exhibits  at 
the  Glasgow  Fair  will  comprise  a  wide  range  of  textile  goods, 
leather  and  leather  snbstitutes.  dyes  and  chemicals,  domestic  chemi- 
cal products,  and  foodstuffs.  The  response  from  manufacturers  all 
over  the  country  has  been  very  sati-sfuctory,  and  150  to  160  firms  it 
is  expected  will  be  represented. 

Broadly  speaking,  the  object  of  the  fair  is  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  great  extension  of  trade  that  will  take  place  after  the  war; 
to  show  traders  the  lines  of  development  and  the  possibilities  that 
He  ahead  of  the  British  home  industries  and  their  capacity  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  a  market  formerly  to  a  large  extent  under  the 
Control  of  Germany. 

DUNDEE'S  CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  C0IXECTI0N6. 

[Consul  n,  AbiTt  Joliiisuii,   Uuiiclw,  Scotland,   Aug.  3.] 

Dundee's  customs  and  excise  "revenue  during  July  totaled  $299,024 
compared  with  $139,427  in  the  corresponding  month  last  year — an 
increase  of  $1(>0,197.  The  customs  receipts  amounted  to  $91,091,  and 
the  excise  to  $207,!)33. 

The  manufacture  of  a  standard  cloth  is  to  be  begim  in  Denmark, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  enough  will  be  produced  for  60,000  to  70,000 
suits. 


.Goo»^lc 
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FBOFOSAIS  rOR   aOVfiSNHEFI   SUPPLIES  AND   COKSTBUCTION. 

>ie  oOlMH  Dimed    and  spMiacatlons  end  otber 

J   _„  „.  ._e  polntn  wbere  the  (raoda  ara  to  1>«  deilveroa 

ar  the  «<irk  In  to  be  performed.  In  cnee*  wbote  tbe  time  limit  la  (do  abort  to  permit 
llrniB  to  irabmit  tenacrs.  they  BhouW  aslt  to  be  pificsd  on  tbc  malllnii:  lists  of  mch  offlcea 
to  reeclve  notlvra  eilllus  for  future  supplies  or  'wbrk  of  a  alinllar  uatate,] 

Bmlditm  cungtructian,  tin.  53S2, — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receU-eii  by  the  Su- 
pcrtntcnrtent  ot  I-lchthoiiRes,  Toiiipk-lnsn-llle,  N.  Y.,  until  October  1,  1618,  for 
const  rutting  nn  ollice  tmiUlliig  at  tlic  Generul  Lighthouse  Depot,  i'ompklns- 
ViHe,  N.  ¥. 

Manila  rope,  Xo.  5383. — Scale*!  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Mississippi 
River  Cummins  ion,  tir&t  and  secoml  districts,  customhouse,  Memphis,  Teiui., 
until  Seitteniber  16,  191)^  for  furulshlng  and  delivering  65,000  poands  of 
manlla  rojie. 

HoHpilal  cQulpmcnt,  No.  iVlM.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Arthlteffs  Oniee,  Treasurj-  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
SepteinbeL-  10.  ifllS,  foi-  the  mechanical  equipment  of  the  United  States 
-  Marino  Uunvltal,  New  York,  X.  Y.  <StapIeton). 

Sale  of  UghlhoHne  property.  No.  5383. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Lt!;1ittiuus«R.  Baltimore,  Md.,  until  Seplember  10,  1918, 
for  the  sale  of  condemned  lighthouse  property,  Includlne  25  row  and  sail 
boats,  bloobs,  library  bo<rics,  ehcsta  and  tools,  old  furniture,  etc.,  located 
at  I>azaretto  Lighthouse  Depot,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Suildiiiii  constnirtimi,  No.  5386.— Sealed  proposals  wrtll  be  received  at  the  Su- 
pervising Architett's  Office,  Treasnry  Department.  Wasblngton.  D.  C.,  until 
September  16.  1918,  for  construction  of  11  buildings  for  the  United  States 
Marine  Hospital  at  New  York,  N.  Y.  (Stapieton), 

Electric  travelinff  cranes.  No.  5387.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.,  until 
September  23,  1918,  for  four  10-ton  electric  traveling  cranes  of  the  over- 
iiead  bridge  type,  each  equipped  with  two  5-toii  trolleys  and  Installed  on 
runways  at  the  Navj  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va.    Refer  to  qwciflcatitms  No.  8308. 

Sash  dCL-ices.  No.  5388. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  IS,  1918,  for  furnishing  and  delivering,  at  the  penitentiary, 
I^avenworth,  Kans.,  fcash  operating  devices  and  hardware. 

Brig  ootiitruclion.  No.  5388. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C.,  until  September 
23,  1918,  for  a  brig  36  feet  wide  by  50  feet  long,  and  of  an  averse  lielght 
of  20  feet,  with  concrete  fouodatloos  and  floors,  brick  exterior  walls,  metal 
lath  and  plaster  interior  wails,  steel  cell  doors  and  fronts,  and  wood-frame 
roof  covered  with  wood  shingles,  at  the  Naval  Station,  New  Orleans.  La. 
Refer  to  specifications  No.  3331. 

Flumbing  fixtures.  No.  5300.— Sealed  proposals  wDl  be  received  at  tlie  offlce  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Wasblogton,  D.  C, 
until  September  16,  1918,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  tlK  peoiteutiaty, 
Leavenworth,  Kans.,  plumbing  fixtures,  valvee,  etc. 

Bvilding  construe  (ton.  No.  5391. — Seated  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  9,  1918,  for  308  camp  buildings  and  31  hospital  bulidluga  of 
wood-frame  constructloa  and  two  hospital  buildings  of  masonry  construc- 
tion complete,  with  plumbing,  sewer,  water,  and  electric  light  and  power 
systems  within  the  building,  to  points  five  feet  outside,  including  certain 
equipment,  grading  site,  and  moving  esistlng  buildings.  Refer  to  speci- 
fications No.  3356. 

Oil  supply  line.  No.  5332.^Sefllca  proposals  will  .be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  U,  until  September 
10,  lOIS,  (or  a  6-Inch  fuel-oil  supply  line  from  the  plant  of  the  Standard 
Oil  Co.,  SewoUs  Point,  Va.,  to  the  Merch.inaiiio  una  Gilbert,  Street  Piers, 
Naval  Operating  Base,  Hampton  RouJs,  Va.  liefer  to  specllicationa  N* 
3311. 
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FOBEION  TBASE  OPPOfiTTTMITIES. 

ResprTed  nililrpiisM  ma;  be  oblnin^  from  Ilie  Barean  iDd  It*  dlnlrlpt  an!  eoop*ra- 

live  vlHrpii.  !liinu>Hi  lor  Piicli  opiiorlunllv  Bliould  lie  on  ■  ir.'i>iiralf  sliift  and  male 
opiiorluBltr  aaBibFr.  The  DnrFan  anon  Dnt  furolsh  cri'ilit  nitla;(a  or  iiKKUme 
nvpoDBlliliity  as  to  Ih<^  RtnndlDe  at  ton-ina  ImiaiTOTK ;  the  usual  r^cnulluni  should  be 
Inkt'n  in  all  I'flK'i'.      Kymbolii :   *  Itniioi-ti-d  by  Aincrkan  roDRul.ir  omrr'M  i  t  llrpnrted  by 

In  oonitlilprlnK  tke  foIlowlDK  "  oppartDnlllra  "  Hprrlal  rrKKrd  aliviilrf  be 
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Woolen  yarn 

27367 

273S3.* — A  Brnzlllfln  firm  desires  Informntlon  ronwrnlnK  maotilnery  for  a  lard 
nnd  anuiiaee  factory.  The  wmiiuHy  ixtmw-nses  a  liydroetotrlf  plant  capable 
of  producing  abundant  power  anil  is  dt-siruua  of  obtaliilujE  uiacbiuery  of  the 
most  tnoilern  type.    Iteferences, 

27384.* — A  Ann  In  Npw  Zealand  with  a  repreiientfltlve  now  In  this  (Tonntry  de- 
^rea  to  pnr(.'hase  baby  shoes  and  booties  or  good  quality.  Cash  will  be  paid 
In  New  York.    Reference. 

27383.t — A  I'ortURnesp  llriii  with  a  represeiitallve  In  New  York  wlsJiea  to  be  put 
in  touch  wKlt  mRUufHotiirers  of  ccMiixTaKe  machinery  of  the  latest  design 
for.au  erecting  plant.  Cash  will  l>e  |>al<l  against  documents  in  New  York. 
CorrestH>naeace  may  be  In  ICngllsli.     llefei'eiice. 

27386.* — An  agency  Iti  desired  by  a  firm  in  Bruill  for  bnlldlng  and  construction 
materlalH,  hurdware,  elcel,  -  Iri>u,  automobiles,  dyes,  paluis,  colors,  ma- 
chinery, etc, 

27387," — A  tiry  goods  and  notion  firm  In  France  ileslres  to  secure  nn  agency  for 
cotton  waste,  cotton  thread,  cotton  knitting  yarn,  cotton  fabrics  for  gar- 
meiilH  and  linings,  knit  goods  of  all  kinds,  and  wu»len  yarn.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  In  Kngllsli.    Itefereute. 

27388.t — A  man  In  Cfille  desires  an  agency  for  machinery,  hardware,  agricul- 
tural machlner.v,  bicycles,  motorc,vi'le»,  automoiilles  and  nccessories,  con- 
struction uinterlal.  cements,  aluniiniim  goods,  typewriters,  ofltce  supiiiies, 
paper,  phonographs,  pianos,  can)eta,  rugH,  linoleum.  «-ntch makers'  supi>1le3, 
clothing,  millinery,  underwear,  hosiery,  yarns,  .iewelry,  shoes,  leather,  fooil 
products,  canned  gooils,  enaiiiel  ware,  cheniicjils.  and  drugs.  Terms,  cash 
In  New  York  by  tomuiisslon  bouse.  CorreHlM)ndence  may  be  in  English. 
Reference. 

273S9.* — A  Arm  in  France  nislips  to  purchase  snap  fasteners,  needles,  thimbles, 
crochet  hooks,  brass  and  nickel -plaleil  pins,  cutlery,  scissors,  combs,  and 
iTory  nuts.    Corres))ondenee  may  be  In  t^ugllsh.    liefereiice. 

27390.* — A  man  In  Urugimy  desires  to  lie  placed  in  communication  with  manu- 
facturers and  exiwrtcrs  of  wiilelies,  clocks,  jewelry,  noTeltlea,  gift  objects, 
etc.  Terms  of  irayment,  00  days  from  arrival  of  goods,  tliruugh  ijauk  In 
New  York.    Corresjwndence  should  be  in  ^jMinlsh  or  French.    Rcfereaces. 

27391. '—A  man  In  Canada  wishes  to  purchase  Boston  lanip  burners.  Quota- 
tions should  be  f.  o.  b.  shipping  point.    Cash  will  be  paid.    References. 
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PATHENT  IN  SINI)  OT  HEZICAK  DUTIES  ON  FAPEB. 

[Telesram  from  Ambassadot  Fletcbcr,  Mexico  Clt7,  Aug.  24.] 

A  decree  published  to-day  states  that  owing  to  the  serious  diffi- 
culties which  the  Government  has  experienced  in  securing  news- 
print nnd  other  paper  for  the  public  services  because  of  the  i-estrictions 
of  the  United  States  Government  on  its  exportation  to  Mexico,  duties 
hereafter  will  be  30  per  cent  on  news  print  and  20  per  cent  on  other 
paper,  payable  in  kind.  Paper  not  needed  by  the  Government  will 
pay  the  existing  rates. 

[A  recent  increase  in  the  rates  of  duty  on  paper  was  referred  to 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  July  19,  p.  2o2.] 


INCREASE  IN  EIECTKICAL  ENTERPRISES  IN  JAPAN. 

[Weekly  Bulletin.  Canadian  Department  ot  Trade  and  Commerec,  Ottawa,  Aug.  10.) 

According  to  investigations  made  by  the  Japanese  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce,  the  electrical  enterprises  existing  in 
Japan  in  the  month  of  April,  1918,  were  as  follows:  Electric-power 
supply  companies,  597  enterprises,  with  a  capitalization  of  S62,- 
10T,-2O9  ven  (about  ^181,000,000) ;  electric  railways  42,  with  a  capi- 
talization of  43,T t9,9G9  yen  (about  $22,000,000) ;  and  combined  power 
and  railway  companies,  48,  with  a  capitalization  of  324,780.091  yen 
(about  $16ii,000,000).  The  total  number  of  electrical  enterprises 
is  687,  with  a  capitalization  of  730,643,669  yen  (about  $365,000,000), 
■which,  compared  with  the  same  date  of  last  year,  shows  an  increase  of 
39  enterprises  with  a  capitalization  of  65,191,470  yen. 

Electric  generating  power  is  as  follows :  Water  power,  416,385  kilo- 
watls  completed  and  317,131  kilowatts  uncompleted;  steam  power, 
11S,968  kilowatts  completed  and  158,753  ki!u\i  atts  uncompleted.  The 
total  is  1,011,183  kilowatts,  which,  compared  with  the  same  date  last 
year,  shows  an  increase  of  156,330  kilowatts;  that  is,  73,181  kilowatts 
7392S'— 18  833 
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for  water  power  and  83.146  kilowatts  for  steam  power.  Further- 
more, new  enterprises  whoso  establishments  were  otficially  chartered 
during  the  same  month  minihered  6,  of  2,213  kilowatts,  iivith  a  capi- 
talization of  l,^8(i,;W0  yen.  Two  enterprises  of  58-'»  kilowatts,  witi  a 
capital) ziition  of  112,500  veil,  have  just  been  officially  chartered. 


EGYPT'S  PIIBCHASES  OF  OUSS. 


Prior  to  the  war  the  larger  proportion  of  the  glassware  and  window 
glass  in  use  in  Egypt  came  from  Belgium.  The  total  imports  dur- 
ing 1913  of  glassware  and  window  glass  is  given  by  Customs  Statis- 
tics as  50,115  cases,  valued  at  39,709  Egyptian  pounds,  or  $198,545. 
No  glass  is  manufactured  locally.  In  the  last  few  years  Italy, 
France,  and  England  have  exported  this  commodity  in  about  equal 
quantities  to  Egypt. 


THE  HONGEOira  TUf  UABEET. 

ICoDSUl  A.  E,  CarlFloD,  Hongkong,  JdIj  IS.] 

Business  in  tin  for  the  first  five  months  of  the  present,  year  was 
very  brisk.  So  far  as  Hongkong  piices  are  concerned,  1918  may  be 
considered  as  a  record,  and  there  is  no  special  reason  to  Iwlieve  that 
the  present  prices  wilt  change  very  materially  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  On  January  1  the  local  stocks  were  about  1,500  tons,  and 
the  total  quantity  imported  into  tlio  colony  from  Yunnan  for  six 
months  is  estimated  at  about  6,000  ions.  America  and  Europe  have 
taken  about  6,500  tons,  the  greater  portion  being  for  the  United 
States,  and  China  coast  ports  and  Japan  about  850  tons. 

The  price  per  i)icHl  in  the  middle  of  May  reached  $182  Mexican, 
and  when  the  year  began  the  price  was  about  $103  per  picul.  At  the 
end  of  June  the  price  in  Hongkong  stood  at  about  $134,  The  stock 
of  tin  in  Hongkong  was  very  low  in  June,  and  as  a  result  very  little 
business  was  done.  The  following  declared  exports  of  this  consulate 
general  show  shipments  to  the  United  States  for  the  six-month 
periods  of  1916, 1917,  and  1918: 


Y^. 

POODds. 

Value. 

mo 

S,2»2,SS8 
S,tl2,B31 
l1,BgJ,307 

II,  113,  SO 

FAFEB  BINDER  TWINE  IN  DENMARK. 

[Consul  U.  r^  .\gorton.  Copenhagen.  Julj-  29.] 

The  making  of  paper  binder  twine  hjia  been  undertaken  in  Den- 
mark only  within  tlie  past  few  months.  Four  factories  are  now 
engaged  in  its  manufacture.  Their  output  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
take  care  of  the  harvest  which  is  now  just  beginning,  due  in  part  to 
the  limited  capacity  of  the  factories  and  to  the  fact  that  production 
was  begun  too  late.     The  estimatetl  minimum  amoimt  of  binder  twine 
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for  an  average  harvest  is  2,800  metric  tons.  No  manila  or  sisal 
binder  twine  lias  been  imported  this  season,  and  only  a  small  quan- 
tity has  been  kept  in  stock  from  last  year.  :  ., 
.  The  paper  binder  twine  is  wound  in  balls  e.^aetly  as  is  the  sisal 
twine.  It  can  be  used  in  most  but  not  all  of  the  harvesting  machines 
now  in  general  use.  The  "  knotter "  or  knot-tying  device,  on  some  ■ 
of  the  harvesting  machines  does  not  take  this  twine,  either  breaking 
the  twine  in  the  process  of  tying  or  else  not  making  a  knot  at  all. 

This  paper  twine  is  selling  at  4.50  crowns  per  kilo,  which  is  about 
55  cents  per  pound.  The  retail  price  of  sisal  twine  before  the  war 
Tvas  0.85  crown  per  kilo,  or  about  10  cents  per  pound. 


BELFAST  EXPOBTS  TO  UNITES  STATES. 
ICoDBUI  HuDter  Sharp,  Belfast,  Aug.  S.] 

According  to  the  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate,  the  total  value 
of  exports,  exclusive  of  returned  American  goods,  from  Belfast  to  the 
United  States  for  the  first  six  months  of  1918  was  $9,817,252,  a 
decrease  of  $439,186  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in 
1917.  Of  the  total  of  this  trade,  linen  goods  formed  85  per  cent 
and  cotton  goods  12  per  cent. 
Shipments  of  Linen  Qoods. 

The  official  demands  for  linen  cloth  for  aeroplanes  and  equipment 
have  largely  increased ;  consequently  there  is  no  possibility  of  resum- 
ing production  of  most  of  the  important  lines  for  civilian  purposes, 
such  as  white  linens,  cambrics,  and  linen  damasks,  until  the  Govern- 
ment requirements  have  been  satisfied.  The  same  remarks  apply, 
■with  only  slightly  less  force,  to  those  cotton  substitutes  which  have 
been  so  much  in  evidence  since  flax  became  scarce. 

Notwithstanding  the  abnormally  high  prices  ruling  for  flax  and 
the  restrictions  which  had  to  be  met,  linen  goods,  amounting  to 
$8,399,498,  show  an  increase  of  $240,275  over  the  figures  for  the 
corresponding  six  months  of  1917. 

Yam  ($35,039)  and  thread  ($13,583)  exhibit  a  falling  off  of 
$343,891  and  $100,282,  respectively;  and  flax  ($9,652)  a  decrease  of 
$61,779. 

The  exports  of  cotton  goods,  aggregating  $1,141,946,  decreased 
$62,758,  the  largest  single  item  being  table  damask  valued  at  $297,285. 
Vhlsky  and  QlnKcr  Ale. 

There  were  no  exports  of  whisky  for  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year,  owing  to  the  operation  of  section  15  of  the  act  of  August  10, 
prohibiting  the  importation  into  the  United  States  of  distilled  spirits 
on  and  after  September  9  last. 

Ginger  ale,  amounting  to  $5,046,  showed  a  decrease  of  $9,007.  In 
this  connection  it  mav  be  pointed  out  that  the  Government  restric- 
tions on  the  exportation  of  aerated  watere  allowed  shippers  to  send 
only  25  per  cent  of  their  normal  orders  in  the  case  of  sweetened 
drinks,  and  33^  per  cent  in  the  case  of  unsweetened. 

Shipments  to  the  Philippine  Islands  totaled  $6,720,  an  increase  of 
$2,986 ;  to  Porto  Rico  $6,697,  a  decrease  of  $101,  ns  compared  with  the 
first  six  months  in  1917.  The  exports  to  these  possessions  were  almost 
exclusively  of  linen  goods.  ,-  i 
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Talae  of  Principal  Exports. 

The  following  tiibU'  shows  the  declared  vnlnos  of  tlie  principal 
exports  fi-oiii  liclfast  t«  the  United  States  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1D17  and  191«: 
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SCOTTISH  SHIFPIHff  COKBINE. 

lul   U.   Atwrt  JohnsOD,   Dnndcc.   ScatlBUd.   Aug.   3.] 


The  following  announcement  regarding  the  amalgamation  of  cer- 
tain Scottish  nnd  English  steamship  companies  appeared  in  a  leading 
Dundee  newspaiier: 

It  is  understood  ttint  iiogotlatloiis  are  at  pcresei)t  In  prof^'ei's  for  the  anialga- 
iiiution  of  the  Duuileo,  Pcrtb  &  London  Shipping  Co.  and  tUe  Aberdeen  Steam 
Navi^ntlon  Co.  It  Is  expected  that  ft  deflulte  proposal  will  be  [tnt  before  tti«lr 
Rharehulciera  at  an  curly  date. 

Both  companies  arc  loug  established  and  well-known  shipping  concerns  on 
the  east  coast  of  Scotland.  They  date  back  well  Into  tlie  last  century,  and  have 
largely  helped  In  developing  the  coastwise  trade  of  the  districts  within  whldi 
tliey  operate.  The  D.,  P.  &  L.  Co.  owns  n  vessets,  bt-sldes  n  wharf  and  a  fleet  of 
luirgea  In  the  Tban^es.  The  Steam  Navlf^tion  (Jo.  o\mib  3  vessels  and  lias  also 
a  wharf  on  the  Tbnines.  Tlie  capital  of  the  Dundee  Co.  is  £280,000  (approxl- 
mutely  $1,400,000),  and  of  the  Aberdeen  Co,  £120,000  ($600,000).  The  former 
liMH  Just  paid  12i  per  cent  dividend,  and  the  Inttcr  has  paid  10  per  cent  free  of 
tax  for  some  ycai-s.  Both  are  Iienllhy  trading  concerns,  nnd  are  pretty  mnch 
on  a  par  as  regards  tlielr  value  to  their  shareholders. 
Termi  of  Froposed  Amalgamation. 

In  this  connection  a  circular  has  been  issued  by  the  directors  of 
the  Dundee,  Perth  &  London  Shipping  Co.  to  their  shareholders  with 
reference  to  the  proposed  amalgamation,  the  text  of  which  is  as 
follows : 

The  directors  propose  to  enter  Into  a  provisional  agreement  (to  be  afterwarda 
subuiittetl  for  approval  of  the  sbareliolders)  by  wbicli  the  bnaluess  of  this 
company  will  be  combined  wl(h  that  of  the  Abcrileon  Ktcam  Navigation  Co. 
Our  capital,  as  ynu  are  aware,  coniiists  of  IKO.OOO  shares  of  £1  Iroughlv.  $6) 
each,  that  Is  £^80.000  [S1.400.(K)01  ;  nnd  the  capital  of  the  Aberdeen  Co.  Is 
80,000  slijiri's  of  ;«)•*.  [$i.."ilt|  eiich,  that  is  €120.0(K>  [$000,000]  ;  a  total  of  £400.- 
000  I  $2,000,000].  'J'ho  dinttorM  have  carefully  considered  the  relative  valaes 
of  tlie  assets  of  both  concerns,  and  arc  satislled  that  an  amalgamation  oa  the 
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basis  of  Hie  present  nominal  cnpttnl  wonUl  be  equifnl)Ie-  It  Is  nrcortlinRly 
proposed  that  the  iinilortnkliifi;  of  the  Abeniwn  Co.  be  trnusferred  to  our  com- 
pany Id  exchanRe  for  120.000  Klmres  of  £1  eucli,  fully  imiil,  of  our  pniiipuny.  It 
is  Intended  tlint  (lie  Dundee  Co.  Khnll  be  the  pnroliuKln);  couiiNin.v.  .ind  the 
Cirectora  consider  this  to  be  tlie  simplest  and  least  csiwnslve  way  of  carrying 
through  the  nuinlpiMiiitEon. 

It  Is  proposed  tlint  the  cimstitullon  of  the  Dundo^  Co.  Rhnll  Ivp  rhnngMl  tut 
follows,  so  ne  to  meet  the  altered  clrctiiuR(inice!i :  (1)  Thnt  Its  n:iiiie  lie  chnu;;i>(l 
to  the  Alierdet^n,  Dundee  &  Lomluu  ShijuiiuK  <-'o.  <Ltil.) ;  (2)  Tlint  Us  articU>s 
be  altere<l  my  as  to  provide  tliat  all  the  present  meiiihors  of  Ihp  ImiirdK  of  botli 
companies  Hliall  he  directors  of  the  comhinetl  concern,  and  that  the  dlrecdirs 
In  each  place  shall  form  a  local  board.  An  executive  committee  of  munngemeut 
is  to  lie  formed  with  four  dircclors  from  each  local  board. 

The  directors  are  conflijeiit  llmt  the  propoiu'd  arraiif^imients  n-EH  be  of  sub- 
Etnntlal  ndvantUKe.  For  the  duration  of  the  war  ami  for  mmotlme  afler- 
wanls  the  tr&mc  of  the  company  can  only  he  conducteil  under  dlfllcultles,  and 
it  Is  thought  that  the  cooperation  which  this  amalKumatlon  will  lu-siira  will 
be  of  advantage  not  only   to   the  shareholders,  but  to   the  public  as  well. 


NEW  FBEHCH  COIIUESCIAL  AND  INSUSTBIAL  HBUS. 

[Vim  Consul  Az«l  D.  BoclrT,  Rordpnui.  July  20.] 

The  Exportateur  Frnn^ais  in  a  recent  issue  i-ecordcd  the  following 
mentioned  industrial  nnd  commercial  establishmenis  as  lieinji  organ- 
ized or  changed  in  southwestern  France  since  June  1,  1918: 

The  Socicte  des  t'hantiers-  Navals  Franijnls.  with  ofllces  at  33  Rue  de 
Blogador,  Parlti.  an  Important  French  tthlpbullillni!  corporation,  has  lately  pur- 
chai^ed.  at  Bordeaux,  Mime  large  plants  devoted  to  mechanical  and 
Bhip-repalr  work  and  boiler  construction,  which  will  be  operated  in  connection 
with  tlilB  company's  shipping  business.  These  plunts  are  ICH-ated  at  8  Uue 
Arniand-Dulamon,  Bordeaux,  and  at  tjuni  Iluflluc,  I^irmont,  Olromle. 

There  has  Just  been  organlKed  at  Bonleaux  a  corporation,  the  Porses  et 
Pouderies  d'Aqultalne,  with  a  capital  of  6.000.000  francs  <franc=$0.19.S  at 
uormnl  exchange),  entirely  paid  in,  which  will  do  a  general  manufacturing 
business  In  iron  and  steel.  co|)|>er,  and  alloys,  [lurtlcutarly  for  niilway  and 
naval  construction  purjioses.  Offices  will  be  at  2  Hue  Lafayetlf,  Bordeaux. 
Xany  Companies  bicrease  Their  Capital. 

The  Cjinipaitnle  des  Docks  Frlgorlfiques  de  Bordeaos.  a  stork  company  operat- 
ing refriaenitor-e(nil|ii>ed  docks  at  Bordeaux,  which  wns  <iriKlnally  capitall;{(Hl 
at  400,01)0  francs,  has  Just  Increased  its  capital  hi  1  aiO.OOO  francs,  entirely 
paid  In.    Offices  of  the  company  are  at  1^  Avenue  Thiers.  Borden ux-Bastide. 

The  SociC'tC  des  Hauts-Fouriieau\.  Torncs  et  Acit'rles  du  Turn  ( blast  furnaces, 
Bteel  mills,  and  foundries  of  the  Department  of  the  Tani),  with  offices  at  23 
Hue  du  Ro<:lier,  I'urla,  hos  Increased  its  capital  to  9,000,000  frnn«i. 

The  Ateliers  et  Chantlers  Maritlnies  du  Sud-Ouest  (andeiis  etabllssements 
poslHits).  shlpbulldlnR  and  reimirlnc  company  of  Bordeaux,  with  former  capl- 
talixati<m  of  1.3:S,000  ri-:incH,  recently  iaise<l  to  3000,000  francs,  has  now  In- 
creased Its  capital  to  (i.000,0)>0  francs,  entirely  paid  in.  Tlie  olllces  of  this 
company  are  nt  Hue  Achanl,  Bordeaux,  and  at  1  Rue  des  Mnttuiriiis.  Paris. 

There  has  just  been  formed  nt  Bordeaux  a  company  with  capital  of  500.000 
franca,  having  the  name  "  Les  <;arr<issiers  I.andals"  (carriage  w^irks  of  the 
Department  of  the  Landes)  and  with  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  various 
types  of  vehicles.  Ijoth  liorse  drawn  anil  motor  driven.  Tlie  offices  of  the  com- 
pany are  at  4  Place  Ricbelieu,  Bordeaux. 

"Assurances  de  Bonleaux "  Is  the  name  of  a  new  company  recently  consti- 
tuted at  Bordeaux,  7  Cours  du  Chaiieau-Rouge,  with  capital  of  2,000.(XKI  francs. 
This  company  expects  to  do  a  general  nmrltlnie-Insurancc  business,  as  well  as 
var-rlsk  Insurance  and  Insurance  on  river,  lakei  and  canal  transports  of  the 
reftion. 

The  shipbuilding  company  of  Bonleaux,  the  Soclete  dea  Chantlers  et  Ateliers 
de  la  Glronde,  with  offices  at  10  Boulevunl  Maleslierbos.  I'nrls,  has  Increased  Its 
capital ixatlon  from  4.000,000  to  0,000,000  francs.  This  is  the  most  ImiiorUnt 
(fhlpbullding  company  iu  southwestern  France,  /  -       ahIp 
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The  Euglish  bank,  Cox  k  Co.,  recently  opened  a  branch  in  Bordeaux  at  4  Eoa 
Esprlt-des-Loio.  baving  already  seven  others  throtighoQt  France.  This  U  the 
third  English  bank  to  open  tn  Bordeaus  sIikc  the  war.  the  other  two  beins 
Lloyds'  and  the  I»ndon  CDonty  t  WestmlDSter. 

[Earlier  lists,  similar  to  the  above,  appe«red  in  ('i>)fsoBsci  S»- 
P0RT3  for  Mar.  2  and  Apr.  2,  li>18.] 

SOUTH  APRICAV  ITATHEB  COVXOSIOV  SUBHTXS  VEPOB.t. 

ICoBEid  eeni?nl  Ucorse  M.  Morfhj,  t'liee  'Eokk,  Jan*  41 

The  CTWTtmissTon  appointed  by  the  Parliament  of  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  in  1017  to  inquiie  into  the  dopresscd  condition  of  the 
ostrich  industry  and  to  suggest  measures  for  deaiinc  with  it  [sea 
CoxMEKCE  Reports  for  An^.  27  and  ai,  lOlT]  has  stibniitted  its  re- 
port to  that  bo<ly.  Sittings  wrre  held  at  different  points  throtigboiit 
tho  Union  and  nunicrous  witnps.-^os  wore  he^ird.  The  report  gives,  in 
considerable  detail,  the  commission's  tindinfrs  and  rccomniendationa 
based  MI  this  testim<Hty. 
Diversity  of  Opinion  jUuik  Wltaewe*. 

A  great  diversity  of  opinion  existed  amonfr  the  witaeinaes  as  to  the 
causes  of  the  depressed  condition  of  the  feather  industry.  The  ma- 
jority of  thev  held,  however,  that  the  main  ^.-auses  are: 

1.  Change  of  fashion. 

2.  Overproduction,  rendering  tlie  article  cheap  and  common. 

3.  Support  given  to  the  antiplouiage  agitation. 

4.  The  war. 

The  commissioners  feel  that  the  present  trade  chntuipls  sbonld  oot 
be  interfered  with.  On  the  other  hand,  the  dealers  think  tliat  saies 
through  one  central  market,  where  bnyers  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
could  satisfy  their  demands,  might  prove  ^ati^aetonr.  This,  the 
eonuoissTon  con.sidcrs,  is  s  qnestion  which  ^wiuld  be  dealt  with  by  the 
trade. 
Opinion  of  Frodnccrs. 

Guided  by  the  experience  of  »he  psvht,  and  particularly  be&ring 
in  mind  the  seTere  slump  experieiK-ed  from  18«6  to  1836.  producera 
feel  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  something  should  be  done  to- 
ward asstirittg  the  stability  of  the  industry.  ITiere  is  no  doabt  that 
but  for  the  war,  and  the  consequent  enhanced  prices  of  agricuL- 
tiiTsI  produce  and  stock,,  the  deprest^iou  woitid  have  heai  felt  wore 
SBTereiy. 

With  the  exception  of  the  district  of  Oudtahoi>m,  the  preptaider- 
once  oi  evidence  from  producers  was  in  favor  of  a  scheme  of  ta^a^ 
tion  for  bailding  np  some  fonn  of  a  reserve  fund  to  MMct  foture 
setbacks,  and  the  establishment  of  a  controlling  board.  The  wit- 
nesses appearing  before  the  commission  at  Oudtshoom  were  prac- 
ticsilly  unanimous  that  no  remedial  measures  should  be  atteii^>ted. 
The  idea  conveyed  was  that  any  taxation  now  would  be  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge  and  wnuli)  ultimately  lead  to  taxation  fe^  mense 
purposes.  As  the  farmers  of  Oudtshoom  prior  to  the  war  owned 
about  14.")^  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  ostriches  in  the  Cape 
Province  and  are  at  present  owning  about  17.25  per  cent,  coitsider- 
able  weight  was  naturally  given  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  these 
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Control  Board  Recommended.  '  I 

The  commission  recommends  the  establishment  of  an  electivo 
board  to  consist  of  15  members.  Qf  tWs^,  six  to  be  elected  by  a 
■western  area,  six  by  an  eastern  area,  and  three  to  be  nominated  by 
the  Government.  Members  to  be  elected  and  nominated  for  a  period 
of  three  years  and  retire  in  rotation;  five  members,  two  from  each 
area  and  one  Government  nominee,  to  retire  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
and  to  be  eligible  for  reelection.  The  rotation,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  be  decided  by  the  drawing  of  lots.  Reasonable  remuneration  to 
be  paid  to  members  out  of  funds  derived  from  taxation. 

tor  the  purpose  of  the  election  of  members  of  the  board,  the 
Union  to  be  divided  into  two  areas,  eastern  and  western,  each  area 
to  be  subdivided  into  six  electoral  circle.s.  The  boundary  between 
the  two  areas  to  be  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  districts  of  Knysna, 
Uniondale,  Prince  Albert,  Beaufort  West,  Victoria  West,  liritstown, 
Hopetown.  Griqualand  West,  and  Bechuanaland. 

The  following  pi'oposals  are  made  as  to  the  functions  of  the 
board : 

1.  The  board  to  cau.se  a  voters'  roll  of  bona  fide  ostrltli  farmers  to  be  com- 
plied anminlly. 

2.  TLe  board  to  hnve  limited  tH^clDg  powers.  Such  tas  to  be  levied  In  tbe 
form  of  aD  esport  duty,  and  to  be  buMed  on  the  averaEC  viiloe  per  pound  of 
the  previous  year's  export,  hut  not  to  exceed  5  per  cent  of  the  value  per 
pounO.  and  In  no  case  to  cxcee<l  4s.  1?0.S)T1  per  pound,  with  a  minlmtiin  of 
Is.  [?0.2431  per  pound.  The  easiest  and  most  efTeettve  way  of  accumulating 
a  fund  is  by  means  of  an  export  tas:  Thl»  method  would  entail  very  little 
additional  exiiense.  as  It  eouki  be  so  arranged  that  feathers  should  only  be 
shipped  through  certain  iwrts  of  the  Union. 

3.  The  board  to  have  power  to  frauie  regulations  for  (a)  the  collection 
and  compilation  of  statistics  relative  to  oKtrkh  farming  and  the  feather  trade; 
(6)  dealing  with  Inferior  birds  and  their  utilization:  (c)  the  method  and 
times  of  meetings  of  the  boar^l ;  (d)  the  employment  of  tlie  oRicers  and  servants 
of  the  board;  (e)  the  framing  of  the  votei-s'  rolls;  (/)  the  conduct  of  elec- 
tions; ((f)  the  system  of  accounts;  (ft)  sutli  other  mutters  us  affect  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Industry. 

4.  The  board  to  obtain  Information  as  to  the  markets  abroad  and  tbelr 
pOSElblillles,  and  advise  farmers  from  tluie  to  lime  in  regard  thereto. 

5.  The  bounl  to  assist  in  tbe  methodical  advertlKlri);  of  the  ostrich  plume 
and  the  opening  up  of  new  markets  and  new  uses  for  the  plume  as  far  as 
posKlble  In  conjunction  with  the  trade. 

6.  The  board  to  be  empowered  to  participate  In  foreign  and  home  exhibi- 
tions, and  to  use  such  funds  as  may  be  required  for  the  purpose. 

7.  The  board  to  invest  Its  surplus  funds  In  Union  Governinent  stocks  only. 

8.  The  board  to  have  power  to  acnuire  and  to  hold  landed  property,  to  be 
vested  In  its  members  for  the  time  being. 

9.  The  board  to  have  borrawlng  powers  within  certain  limits  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Government,  the  consent  of  the  (ioveriiuieut  to  be  obtained  befufe  such 
borrowing, 

10.  The  board  shall  not  have  power  to  ship  or  deal  in  feathers  or  In  any 
way  enter  Into  comi>etltlon  with  tbe  trade. 

pTotectloD  to  Wild  Birds — Incnbators — Hiaorlty  Beportf. 

With  regard  to  the  protection  extended  to  wild  ostriches,  breeders 
favor  the  withdrawal  of  such  protection,  as  at  the  present  time  it 
"serves  no  useful  purpose.  The  wild  ostrich,  besides  bcine  destruc- 
tive to  veld  and  fences,  is  of  so  degenerate  a  type  that  nothing  is  to 
be  gained  in  stamina  or  quality  of  feathers  by  cross  breeding." 

As  to  hatching  by  incubator,  the  commission  found  the  consensus 
of  opinion  to  be  against  this  practice.  There  are,  however,  certain 
Bpecial  circumstances  under  which  the  incubator  is  admitted  to  be,  a 
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netos^itv.  In  pjirts  of  the  csistern  Province,  owing  to  frequent  rains 
during  the  breeding  season,  nests  are  often  damaged,  and  the  only 
means  the  farmer  has  of  earing  the  eggs  is  by  transferring  them  to 
an  incubator.  In  olher  cases  one  or  the-  other  of  a  pair  of  birds 
may  refuse  to  sit.  The  commission  recommends  that  only  bona  fide 
ostrich  fanners  on  the  official  roll  be  licensed  to  use  incubators,  on 
payment  of  an  annual  license  to  be  fixed  by  the  board. 

Two  minority  reports  were  also  submitted;  these  did  not  indorse 
several  of  the  recommendations  of  the  majority  report — among 
them,  the  fixing  of  a  minimiim  price  and  the  accumulation  of  a 
fund  through  an  export  tax  to  compensate  fanners  for  killing  off 
their  birds.  In  one  of  the  minority  reports  the  suggestion  was  made 
that  the  Government  engage  an  expert  in  the  feather  trade  overseas, 
such  expert  to  devote  all  his  time  to  the  requirements  of  the  industry 
and  to  cable  reports  on  market  prospects  and  changes. 

OUTPUT  OF  ALGERIAir  FIOTTIt  KULB. 

[Consul  A.  C.   FrOBt,  Algiers,] 

Algeria  possesses  some  70  or  80  flour  mills  scattered  throughout 
the  three  departments  of  Algiers,  Constantine,  and  Oran.  These 
mills  have  a  total  of  6,000  horsepower,  employ  between  1,200  and 
1,300  workmen,  and  handle  daily  about  1,500  metric  tons  of  hard 
and  soft  wheat,  or  approximately  400,000  metric  tons  per  annum. 
There  are  also  a  large  number  of  small  primitive  establishments 
in  Algeria,  which  tend  to  disappear  in  competition  with  modan 
equipment. 

FOWEB-FASUnra  EOniFlCEnT  zhthodttced  ihto  kadaoascar. 

[CoDBul  Jamra  G.  Carter,  TananviTO.] 

Power-farming  equipment,  up  to  the  present  time,  has  not  been 
used  to  any  extent  in  Madagascar.  In  fact  the  first  tractor  to  be 
introduced  in  the  colony  was  imported  about  three  months  ago.  This 
is  an  American  machine,  and  is  now  being  experimented  with  in  con- 
nection with  the  planting  of  manioc.  It  is  thought  that  tractors 
may  be  profitably  worked  in  various  sections  of  iJie  low,  flat  lands 
near  the  east  coast  of  Madagascar  in  connecticm  with  the  planting 
of  manioc,  and  on  the  souUiwest  coast  in  wmnection  with  the  grow- 
ing of  lima  beans. 

There  are  no  dealers  in  Madagascar  who  make  a  specialty  of 
handling  this  equipment,  the  demand  for  such  material  having  been 
quite  negligible  throughout  the  island.  Recently,  however,  there 
has  been  organized  what  is  called  the  "  Syndicat  des  Agricolteurs," 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  extension  of  intensive  farming  in 
Madagascar.  This  institution,  it  is  understood,  intends  purchasing 
tractors  and  other  classes  of  agricultural  machinery  for  the  use  of 
its  members.  The  Madagascar  Government,  which  recently  set  aside 
160,000  francs  ($30,880,  at  the  usual  rate  of  exchange),  to  be  loaned 
to  local  agriculturists  for  the  purpose  of  buying  necessary  ma- 
chinery, has  agreed  to  turn  over  120,000  francs  ($23,160)  to  tha 
Syndicat  des  Agriculteurs  in  connection  with  the  latter's  undertaking 
to  introduce  modem  agricultural  machinery  into  the  island. 

The  president  of  the  Syndicat  des  Agriculteurs,  the  chief  of  the 
Madagascar  service  of  colonization,  at  Tananarivo,  and  the  prrei- 
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dents  of  the  various  Cornices  Agi-icoles  at  the  following  places, 
might  be  interested  in  literature  and  correspondence,  in  Fi-enth  it 
possible,  concerning  agricultural  machjnerj  and  im^ements :  Tana- 
narivo,  Tamatavc,  Majuoga,  Diego  Suaicz,  Nossi-Be,  Mananjara, 
Tullear,  Vatoinandry,  Annlalava,  Fianarantsoa,  and  Ambositra. 


ALCOHOLIC  BEVEEAGES  AKS  TEMFEBAHCE  IN  VKUHTJAY, 

[Consul  WllllBm  DawHOU,  MonteTldco,  Juoe  27. 1 

There  is  a  well-defined  temperance  movement  in  Uruguay,  which 
has  become  particularly  active  since  the  foundation  of  the  Naticmal 
Anti- Alcoholic  League  (Liga  T^acional  contra  el  Alcoholismo)  at 
Montevideo  in  1915.  No  figures  are  at  hand  to  gauge  the  effect  of  the 
league's  activities  on  the  liquor  trade  of  the  Republic,  the  latest  fig- 
ures availablo  being  those  for  1915.  The  extent  of  tTruguay's  for- 
(agn  trade  in  and  its  production  of  alcoholic  beverages  prior  to  that 
year  is  disclosed  in  the  tables  that  follow,  the  data  contained  therein 
having  been  furnished  to  the  Montevideo  consulate  by  persons  con- 
nected with  the  local  temperance  moTement. 

The  war  made  itself  felt  in  1915  on  Uruguay's  imports  of  alcoholic 
beverages  with  the  exception  of  "cana"  (chiefly  Cuban  rum)  and 
whisky,  total  receipts  falling  off  by  50  per  cent  as  compared  wiUi 
1911,  as  the  following  table  shows: 


ImporB. 

1907 

190B 

1911 

19,5 

OtUoiu. 

"1 

3,1W 

OaOaai. 

'■"^^ 

1,7*3 
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'■^ 
IS 
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15,816 

!:i 

l,«l 

Oalltai. 

3.m,eit 

HS,88J 

II 

7b',7»» 

3;  010 
3S,153 
G»I,335 

11,1st 

iS 

38, 930 

'^^ 

1 

im;is7 

"i 

1.115 

S:i 

■|51 

f'^ 

"'ra 

2,<i60.iaa 

4,ll«,*«l 

3,931,727 

The  returns  on  which  the  foregoing  table  is  based  give  the  qntnti- 
ties  in  "  bottles "  and  liters,  and  the  conversion  to  gallons  by  the 
consulate  is  probably  more  or  less  nppro.ximate. 
Distillation  of  Alcohol — Taxes. 

Uruguay  levies  an  internal-revenue  tax  on  alcohol  distilled  within 
its  borders.  Tliis  tax  was  13.2  ceiiteaimos  per  liter  ($0.52  per  gallon) 
up  to  1900,  and  from  then  on  was  20  centesimos  per  liter  ($0.78  per 
gallon)  until  it  was  raised  in  October,  1914,  to  35  centesimos  ($1.37 
per  gallon).     The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  alcohol 
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distilled  in  Uruguay  during  tlie  fiscal  years  (ending  June  30)  from 
1900  to  1915: 


Fiscal  year. 

Gallon.. 

■  Fiscal  year. 

Qallons. 

Fiscal  yaw. 

Oallotu. 

is 

iOt'.STl 

1       . 

m'.sid 
wa.3Kl 

803, 129 

39,  ua 

The  heavy  falling  off  in  the  distillation  of  alcohol  during  tlie  last 
two  periods  shown  is  due,  not  to  decreased  consumption,  but  to  the 
importation  of  large  quantities  of  foreign  alcohol,  chiefly  from  Ar- 
gentina, following  the  removal  of  the  Uruguayan  import  duty  in 
1913.  Tlie  distillation  of  alcohol  has  virtually  ceased  in  Uruguay. 
Imported  alcohol  is,  of  course,  subject  to  the  internal  revenue  tax. 
Domestic  Prodnetlon  of  B«er  and  Wine. 

The  domestic  production  of  beer  increased  steadily  and  rapidly  up 
to  1912-13  and  then  began  to  decline,  the  falling  oft  coinciding  with 
commercial  depros.sion  in  Uruguay.  The  output  for  the  fiscal  years 
1900-1915  is  shown  below: 


Fiscal  year. 

Gsllons. 

Fiscul  yeiir. 

Galloiu. 

Flsaarev. 

Cl™. 

Sis 

SI9;6M 

There  is  an  internal  revenue  tax  of  3  centesimos  per  liter  ($0.12 
per  gallon)  on  beer. 

Urugnav  also  manufactures  wines,  the  output  in  recent  years  hav- 
ing been:'ln  1910,  4,490,3(>2  gallons;  1911,  3,884.257  gallons;  1912, 
2,788,808  gallons;  1913,  5,132,971  gallons;  1914,  4,354,309  gallons. 
Activltiei  of  Temperance  League. 

The  National  An ti- Alcoholic  League,  previously  referred  to,  re- 
ceives a  substantial  subvention  from  the  Government.  Its  central 
office  at  Montevideo  is  as.sociated  with  the  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union.  In  April,  1918,  the  first  regional  congress  of  the 
temperance  movement  was  convened  at  Montevideo,  and  it  is  planned 
to  call  an  international  congress  in  the  same  city  at  some  future  date. 

The  league  carries  on  an  active  propaganda  and  recently  arranged 
with  a  number  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Montevideo  for  wincfow 
displays  showing  the  effects  of  the  use  of  alcohol  as  a  beverage. 
Largely  due  to  the  activities  of  the  league  a  measure  was  recently 
adopted  prohibiting  the  sale  of  distilled  alcoholic  beverages  on 
Sundays. 


.Goo»^lc 
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FOOD  SATIOHS  IN  ZDBICH.  SWITZEHLAND. 

[Vice  Consul  J.  C.  McXalU',  Kurkb,  July  -It}.] 

The  food  rations  in  Zuricli  per  peraon  per  mouth  for  tlio  ntonth  of 
Aagust  have  juA  been  published  as  follows:  Sugar.  5O0  gmms  (1.10 
pounds)  ;  alimontarj*  pastes,  900  grams  (0.44  poimd) :  rice.  400  grams 
(0.88  pound);  fats  and  oils,  350  grants  (0.77  pound);  butter,  1!>0 
grams  (0.33  ])oiind) ;  cheese,  250  grams  (0.55  )H)iind) ;  flour,  350 
gnroB  (0.77  pound).  The  bread  ration  is  fixe<1  at  235  grams  (0.50 
pound)  per  day,  with  100  grams  (052  noand)  additional  for  laborers. 

As  to  milk,  children  under  15  and  naults  over  60  arc  allowed  1  liter 
(1.05  quarts)  per  day ;  all  others,  half  a  liter.  While  the  milk  ratiom 
I'emains  the  same,  condensed  and  evaporated  milk  is  also  now 
rationed. 

Potatoes  for  the  year  August  1,  1918,  to  July  31,  1919,  are  also 
provisionally  rationed,  the  ration  bein^  fixed  at  100  kilos  (ii20.46 
pounds)  jier  person  for  the  year,  providing  the  qimntity  is  obtainable. 


DECREASE  OF  IMPORTS  IRTO  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Con^ill  Renpral  Alfml  A.  WtDsIirw,  Ancktand,  July  t7.| 

Official  statistics  .show  the  imports  of  a  large  number  of  the  m<Hre 
eGsentiid  articles  have  very  materially  decreased  dnring  the  past  three 
years,  as  indicated  by  the  following  table  giving  the  imports  of  the 
respective  lines  for  the  0i-st  0ve  months  o£  1918,  compared  with  the 
corresiwnding  periods  for  1916  and  1917: 
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The  value  of  the  imports  for  the  first  five  months  of  191S  shows  an 
increase  of  about  $40O,UU0.  which  indicates  that  there  was  a  very 
large  increase  in  the  valrie  of  the  articles  imported.  At  present  there 
is  a  marked  shortage  in  bars,  bolts,  rods,  corrugate<t  sheet  iron, 
fencing  wire,  pipes  and  fittings,  wire  nails,  carbide  of  calcium,  ben- 
zinc,  etc,  kerosene,  leather,  and  print  paper.  The  outlook  is  not 
promising  from  other  than  American  markets.  ij 
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COTTON  P&ICES  IN  THE  ITNITED  EINSDOU. 

(Consul  GvDpral  Robert  P.  SkLnnvr,  LodcIod,  Aue.  13.1 

The  followinff  is  the  full  text  of  an  ordtT  Ls-siicd  by  the  British 
'((iovtrnment)  BoRrd  of  Trade,  briefly  oxplAincd  in  a  ti?legrain  from 
the  London  consulate  ^neial  dated  August  10  [see  Commebce  Re- 
ports for  Aug.  15,  1018J : 

1.  For  tup  puninse  of  tills  Order  there  shnll  be  nppelntert,  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  Ilonrfl  of  Trade.  OIBpf a) -Values  Comniltipes. 

2.  The  Omeifil-Values  Commttteps  shnll  fix  luiil  norifj-  ditlly  or  at  such  other 
Intpri-als  as  amy  lie  (leterinliied  by  the  Ilonrd  of  Tniiie  the  onicliil  value  of  sucti 
classes  of  raw  cotton  na  the  Boara  of  Trade  may  require  them  respectively 

BO  to  llO. 

3.  The  spot  priees  rutinu  In  the  southern  States  of  Amerlen  In  the  rase  ot 
Aiaerienn  cotton,  ami  la  Alexandria  in  the  case  of  p:sj"i)tian  cotton,  shall  be 
taken  as  the  twists  of  oHIcini  valae.  and  to  this  shall  be  aililed  npiiroxlntate  cost 
of  transportation,  insarnnce,  plartns  In  warehouse  In  Liverpool  or  Manchester, 
and  such  proitt  and  other  charges,  if  any,  as  the  Board  of  Trade  may  from  time 
to  time  allow. 

4.  The  offlclnl  valne  for  other  eroivths  of  coltnn  shall  be  fixed  eltlier  hy  refer- 
ence to  the  cost  in  the  coantry  of  oriirin  with  the  addlrlons  aforesahl  or.  If  tlie 
Board  of  Trade  so  illrect,  by  reference  to  the  ofllclnl  value  of  the  nearest  Rrade 
of  cotton,  either  American  or  K^'pthm,  for  wliich  an  ontcial  value  haa  been 
fixed. 

5.  Where  any  person  desires  to  buy  or  sell  raw  eottnn  of  a  Rrade  and  prowth 
for  which  no  ofllcial  value  is  puhlistied  on  the  rJven>ooi  f'otton  Exchange,  he 
slinll  apply  to  ttie  competent  committer',  which  shall  thureuiain  llx  an  olHctal 
value  for  that  grade  and  gniwth. 

KazlmQiii  Price — PiooeedlnKs  for  Infrlagremenis  of  Order. 

6.  The  maximum  price  at  whifh  raw  cotton  may  be  boiijrht  or  sold  shall  not 
exceed  by  more  than  5  iier  cent  tlie  official  value  Inst  fixed  for  the  cotton. 

7.  If  any  seller  on  application  to  the  com|>elent  Official -Values  Committee 
proves  to  Its  satisfaction  that  the  cost  to  him  of  the  cotton  he  proposes  to  sell, 
Iwether  with  the  eliarpea  mentioned  In  iiarnKrnph  !I  of  this  Order,  exceeds  the 
maximum  price  hereby  authorized,  the  cnmmllli'p  may  authorliie  such  Increase 
In  price  as  It  deems  renannable:  Irat  save  as  aforesaid  no  person  shall  buy  or 
sell  raw  cotton  at  a  price  exceeding  the  niaximuiu  price  as  herein  provided. 
Betnms  of  Furcliasei  and  Sales. 

8.  All  persons  who  buy  or  sell  raw  cotton  of  any  growth,  either  at  spot 
prices  or  for  forward  delivery,  shall  make  n  return  of  every  such  purchase  or 
sale  under  such  coiulitions  and  at  such  time  and  in  such  form  and  givlnf; 
such  pnrticulnrH  as  the  Olllclal-Values  Committees  may  require.  The  Oltictal- 
Values  Committees  may  issue  tnstructhuis,  which  shall  tie  posted  in  the  Liver- 
pool Cotton  Kxchnngc  and  conuuunicated  to  the  Manchester  Cotton  Association, 
and  of  which  notice  may  be  given  In  any  other  manner  that  the  said  committee 
tlituk  fit  as  to  the  making  of  such  retams  and  as  to  the  preservatloa  of 
samples  upon  which  sides  are  made,  and  redraws;  and  may  vary  such  instruc- 
tloas  from  time  to  time,  and  may  call  for  furtlier  returns  or  information  and 
require  the  production  of  .such  saaiples  or  redraws,  either  generally  or  In  any 
particular  case,  and  all  persons  shall  obey  such  Instructions.  The  Manchester 
Cotton  Association  shall  post  snch  iustructions  la  the  Manchester  Koyal 
Kx  change. 

0.  No  iieraon  shall  pay  for  cotton  Iniporleil  or  to  be  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  for  bis  own  nse  or  consumption  or  for  purposes  other  than  for 
sale  by  him  in  the  United  Klnj^om  a  price  which,  with  the  addition  of  tlie 
charges  {Including  the  sum  allowed  to  a  seller  for  prollt)  mentioned  in  para- 
graph 3  of  this  Order,  would  exceed  the  maximum  price  allowed  to  be  charged 
for  a  sate  ot  such  cotton  In  the  United  Kingdom  under  this  Order,  provided  that 
such  person  may  apply  under  paragraph  7  hereof  for  leave  to  pay  a  higher  price, 
A  person  so  ImportlnK  cotton  other  than  for  sale  into  tlie  United  Kingdom  shall 
apply  to  the  competent  Officlnl'Vnlues  Commlltee  UTidcr  paragraph  5  (o  fix  Its 
oftlctai  value  when  an  ofilclal  value  has  not  been  published  on  the  Liverpool  Cot- 
ton Exchange,  and  shall  make  a  return  of  any  purchase  made  by  him  in  accar4- 
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ance  with  paragraph  S  hereof,  and  shall  otherwise  be  sabject  to  the  provisions 
ot  and  regulations  uuiler  this  Order  as  if  the  cotton  were  Imported  for  snlc. 

10.  Tlie  Onicial-VaJues  Committees  shall  obey  any  instruction  whifli  the 
Boartl  of  Trade  may  give  as  to  the  flxlnc.  notificntlon,  and  return  of  official 
values,  and  as  to  any  other  Unties  which  the  biiafil  may  rpqiili-c  thpm  to  per- 
form rehiline  to  the  stales  olitaw  wttwi. 

11.  Ttae  Ofticlal-Viilues  Committees  may  make  tlieir  own  niltw  uf  procedure 
for  heariug  any  uppllcatiuii  or  matter  under  puruerupLs  u,  T,  8.  iinil  13  of 
this  Order,  and  may  cliarge  fees,  to  be  apprin-eil  by  tlie  Board  of  Trade,  on 
any  hearing  other  than  a  hearing  under  paiti^miph  13.  The  nrbltratloo  apt, 
1888,  shall  not  apply  to  proct*tllngs  before,  or  liearlnpi  hy.  the  committees. 
No  person  shall  wilifully  make  uiiy  false  statement  or  repi-esentotion  or  put 
forward  any  false  document  at  the  hcnvluK  of  any  sBch  application  or  matter. 

12.  Thit  prorisious  of  this  Ordei'  apply  only  to  <leaIin(i;H  hi  actiuil  raw  cot- 
ton and  not  to  ileallnss  which  are  eominotily  kiKnvn  on  the  I,lverpo<rf  Cotton 
Bxebange  as  dealing.-*  in  futures. 

13.  Procee<liiigtJ  for  liifrlnKementa  of  this  Order  shall  ant  be  taken  against 
any  person  (uulesa  by  the  Olrection  of  the  Attorney  Ueiierul)  except  by  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  a  report  fi-om  the  competent  Official- 
Values  Committee.  Before  reporting  any  [wrsou  to  tlie  Itonrd  of  Trade  tlie 
said  cwnmlttee  shall  hear  such  iiorson,  if  he  ho  desires.  In  any  proceeding 
under  tliis  Order  a  certiUcate  of  the  com{>etent  <>fficlitl-Values  Committee, 
under  the  hand  of  the  chairman,  us  to  the  grade  aud  fsrowtli  of  any  particular 
cotton  referred  to  In  such  proceedings,  and  ttn  to  the  olQrlal  value  for  aodh 
cotton,  shall  be  conclusive  aa  to  the  mnttcre  stated  in  such  certificvte. 

The  present  Order,  which  revokes  the  Eaw  Cotton  (Prices)  Order, 
1917,  and  the  Raw  Cotton  (Return  of  Sales)  Order,  1918,  is  known 
as  the  Raw  Cotton  (Prices  and  Eetnms)  Order.  191H. 


COmiERCIAL  CONGRE^  AT  MONTETIDEO. 

[Consul  WiUIam  DawwD,  JIoatPvla<.-a,  iJtuguai,  Jul]'  11.1 

The  Urugiiayan  Government  has  issued  under  date  of  July  5, 
1918,  a  decree  with  reference  to  the  first  American  Congress  of 
Commercial  Education  and  Economic -Commercial  Expansion 
(Primer  Congreso  Americano  de  Enseiianza  Comercial  y  Expansi6n 
Economico-Comercial),  to  be  held  at  Montevideo  from  January  29 
to  February  5,  1919.  This  revokes  that  part  of  the  decree  of  Api-il 
26,  1918,  which  provided  for  the  holding  of  the  Congress  from  De- 
cember 17  to  24,  1918. 

The  objects  of  tlie  congress  are  stated  to  be  (a)  to  study  Uie  man- 
ner in  which  commercial  education  is  to  be  guided  and  developed  in 
each  coimtry,  with  reference  to  the  needs  of  each  one  and  the  com- 
mon neces-sity  of  extending  such  knowledge  from  primary  schools 
upward :  and  (b)  to  study  tuc  means  of  accomplishing  in  an  adequate 
manner  the  economic-commercial  expansion  "of  and  between"  the 
nations  of  the  American  continent  in  order  to  obtain  an  opportane 
and  profitable  union  of  moral  and  material  interests  between  all. 
OtSotal  DelegBtious;  Commlltee  on  OrganlEatian. 

The  Uruguayan  Government  will  invite  the  American  nations  to 
appoint  the  delegations  which  in  each  country  are  to  study  the  sub- 
jects and  prepare  the  papers  included  in  the  program  of  the  congress 
for  discussion. 

The  official  delegations  of  each  invited  country  will  be  represented 
in  the  congress  by  up  to  five  members.  In  addition  to  the  official 
delegations,  the  presidents,  deans,  and  directors  of  institutions  of 
commercial  education  mav,  if  not  already  iiuhided  in  the  delega- 
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tions,  be  members  of  the  congress.  Presidents  or  representatives  of 
other  institutions  and  other  interested  persons  may  also  join  the 
congress,  if  accepted  by  their  respective  official  delegations,  in  which 
case  due  notice  must  be  given  the  committee  on  organization. 

The  governing  board  of  the  Superior  School  of  Commerce  of 
Montevideo,  acting  as  a  committee  on  organization,  is  intrusted  with 
the  preparation  and  management  of  the  congr&ss,  am(Hig  its  duties 
being  to  distribute  circulars  explaining  the  object;  to  invite  the 
adhesion,  through  the  respecti^'e  delegations,  of  all  higher  institu- 
tions of  commercial  education,  faculties  of  economic  sciences,  cham- 
bers of  commerce,  and  of  national  industries,  and  to  prepare  and 
make  known  the  program  and  subjects  for  discussion. 

Sefior  Eduardo  Vazquez  (hijo),  a  member  of  the  governing  board 
of  the  School  of  Commerce,  has  been  appointed  secretary  general  of 
the  congress  and  will  have  four  secretaries  and  as  many  under- 
secretaries as  may  be  necessary.  Both  the  secretary's  office  and  that 
of  the  committee  on  organization  will  be  located  in  tlie  School  of 
Commerce  {Escuela  Superior  de  Comercio). 
Offlecrt — Preieotatloii  of  Paperi — Offloial  Lanzas'  o'  OonKTCEs. 

The  officers  of  the  congress,  consisting  of  a  president,  three  vice 
presidents,  and  four  editing  secretaries  (secretarios  redactores),  will 
be  elected  at  the  first  meeting.  In  discussions  and  votes  of  the  con- 
gress and  its  sections  or  commissions  only  the  official  delegations 
will  have  a  vote,  votes  to  be  singular  by  delegation.  The  division 
into  sections  will  be  provided  for  in  the  first  meeting.  The  members 
of  the  congress  may  speak  only  twice  at  each  session,  the  first  time 
not  over  15  and  the  second  time  not  over  10  minutes.  The  congress 
may  increase  the  time  allowed,  although  not  to  exceed  30  minutes 
in  all. 

Papers  submitted  to  the  congress  must  be  in  duplicate,  the  original 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  on  organization  before  Decem- 
ber 20,  1918,  and  the  duplicate  copy  to  be  presented  by  the  delega- 
tion on  arrival. 

Any  subjects  not  included  in  the  program  as  pi-oposed  by  the  com- 
mittee on  organization,  bwt  presented  by  the  delegations  before  No- 
vember 15,  1918,  will  be  recommended  to  the  invited  countries  and 
included  in  the  program.  Other  subjects'  presented  and  accepted 
may,  if  the  congress  so  decides,  be  studied  by  the  sections  and  dis- 
cussed after  the  completion  of  the  regular  program. 

Spanish  will  be  the  official  language  of  the  congress,  although 
papers  may  be  presented  in  the  respective  languages  of  the  invited 
countries. 


TUNISIAIT  DIPOBTS  OF  BICE. 

tCoQsul  Edwin  C.  Kemp.  Tunis,  Tunlg,  Jiilj  22.] 

Tunis  imports  about  1,000,000  kilos  of  rice  annually,  the  greater 

part  of  which  comes  fi-om  France.     Purchases  of  this  commodity, 

since  a  few  months  ago,  are  being  made  by  the  Government  ratlier 

than  by  priviite  parties. 

According  to  customs  statistics  published  by  tlie  Tunisian  Govern- 
ment, the  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  of  rice  into  tliis  country 

Goot^lc 
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for  the  last  fivo  years  have  been  as  follows  (quantity  given  in  kilos 
of  2.3  pounds  and  value  in  francs  of  19.3  cents)  : 


Souireorfmports. 

Kilos. 

Franca. 
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Bice  is  classiBed  under  No.  79  of  the  Tunisian  import  tariff,  and 
paye  a  dtity  of  4  francs  per  100  kilos  gross  weight  (35  cents  per  100 
pounds  at  the  mint  rate),  whether  of  French  or  foreign  origin. 


EAIXWAT  CONSTRTTCTIOn  IN  ECTTADOR. 

The  Koppel  contract  with  the  Ecuadorian  Government  for  the 
con.'jtruetion  of  the  Huigra-Cuonca  Railway  has  expired  and  the 
Government  is  now  free  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the 
spur  from  Sibamba  to  Cuenca.  The  contract,  which  was  made  with 
the  Koppel  Co.,  a  Berlin  firm,  called  for  a  brancli  line  of  150  kilo- 
meters to  connect  with  the  Guayaquil  and  Quito  line  at  Sibamba. 
According  to  a  recent  issue  of  the  Guayaquil  El  Telegrafo,  the  work 
done  by  tlie  Koppel  firni  was  inferior,  and  great  satisfaction  is  felt 
that  the  matter  is  now  out  of  their  hands. 


INTEEHATIONAL  BEFL7  COUPONS  FOR  CHINA. 

The  United  States  Post  Office  Department  announces  that  the 
postal  administration  of  China  has  arranged  to  participate  in  the 
exchange  of  international  reply  coupons.  The  new  service  went  into 
operation  on  Juljr  1,  1918. 

In  making  this  announcement  the  department  states  that  the 
Chinese  authorities  are  not  willing  to  exchange  reply  coupons  which 
do  not  bear  the  date-stamp  of  the  issuing  office. 


Since  tlie  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  artificial-dye  industry 
has  sprung  up  in  different  parts  of  Japan,  until  the  the  number  of 
factories  has  now   reached  80,  with  a  manufacturing  capacity  of 

7,700,000  kin  (10,164.000  pounds).  -  i 
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FOREIGN  TBADE  OFFOETUBITIES. 

fTTfa  aiATMsen  D1H7  hp  ohlnlnpd  from  ibr-  Borfau  sod  Its  district  aad  eoopvra 


«■> ports n It r  nnmher.    TRp   BartwD   dooM   not   Inrnlah   credit    ratlnna  or  assume 

tnki-n  JD  all  cjups.      Symboln :   •  Itpporti-d  liy  AmiTlrtin  mnBiUHr  oBIcitb  ;  t  Urported  by 

commercial  ultnclics  and  commercial  nucnli ;  t  I'lriit  Inyulrk'a  ntplved  by  the  Dureau. 

In  connldprlDK  the  followlnK  "  opportnnltlM  "  Bpedal  r«-Kard  Bkoald  h« 

hnd  to  Ihp  lanii  nnd   ri-KuIailuDB  ■vvfrulns  export   llceniieB  and  (ratdlas 

Aluminum   kowIs.  _ 2  ;l!)7 

llosicri    

-    27392,  aT3fl3 

.'otton  BoodH a  :i!iH 

KcBtufii    a  400 

^lectrlcnl  soods 2TM2.2  i»0 

laplaeviios  dupiUles, 2  :m-J 

Uraln _ 2  4u:i 

lOachlnery 

Mpot  productR 

nmre   HpiilUnt™-— 

^"l^^^Braphlc  wppllea 

WcurlDe  apparel 

-  2739«.  274.W 

-  S 

2T302.t — A  flrni  in  Brazil  mainttiiniDg  a  brnncli  olHre  Id  New  York  Ctt7  destres 
to  purchoBe  and  also  secure  un  aKeiioy  fur  electrical  and  mMliaoical  goods, 
rolling  stuck  fur  electric  tramways,  enKiiieorlne  suiiplies,  constructioD 
nmterlals,  agrk-ultiiral  impl«tieiitH,  wearing  nppiirel,  and  iioslery.  Terms, 
cash  by  check  un  New  iork  bank  anil,  wlien  obtainable,  credit  120  days 
from  date.    Itefereiices. 

2T303.* — A  man  in  Anstralla  wishes  to  be  pliice^l  In  commun  lent  Ion  with  firms 
mnuuCacturing  latches  and  locks,  particularly  inoCur  locl^s. 

27394.* — An  aRPiicy  is  desired  by  a  firm  in  France  for  leather  goods,  par- 
ticularly belts,  and  leotliei"  and  rubber  shoes,    Iteferences. 

27395,* — A  man  lu  AustrnflB  liesili-ea  an  ngenoy  on  a  comn)lasii>n  bnsls  only  for 
wool,  Bilk,  and  cotton  hoslerj-,  gloves,  and  imderft-ear  of  first-class  quality. 
Refereuces. 


27397.* — An  agency  is  desired  by  a  Arm  in  France  for  aluminum  goods  and  office 

appllunces.    Ileferi'iiceM. 
27398.* — A  Arm  in  Algeria  desli-e.s  an  agency  for  nil  nunlltlcs  of  cotton  goods, 

bleached  and  with  designs.    Correspondence  sliould  be  lu  French.     Kef' 


27399.* — A  man  in  France  desires  to  secure  an  njiency  for  meat  products,  cotton 
oil,  lard,  and  copra.  Terms,  90  per  cent  cash  njHin  arrival  of  niei'chaiidlse 
and  balance  uihiu  verilication  of  weight.  Currespoiuience  uiuy  be  iu  Eng- 
lish,   Keferences, 

27400.*— An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  Italy  for  electrical  appliances,  flies 
and  saws,  dycstulTs,  machinery  for  textile  industries,  and  cardboard  of  all 
kinds.     Correspondence  may  be  In  English,     Keferences. 

27401.* — A  man  In  Spain  desires  to  purchase  photographic  supplies.  Gash  will 
be  paid  at  time  of  shipment.    Correspondence  sliould  be  in  Spanish, 

27402.* — A  firm  In  the  Netherlands  desilrcs  to  act  as  buying  ngenis  for  the  usual 
grades  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  ami  corn.  Terms,  net  cash  against  docu- 
ments or  confirmed  credit.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Reference. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUEEAU  OF  FOEFION  AND  DOMESTIC  COHJCEBCE. 
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FISH  FROU  KEWTOUNSLAND  AKD  CANADA. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  tliat  under  a  new  ruling  (W.  T. 
B.  R.  212)  the  privilege  of  importinjr  fresh  fi;;h,  inchiding  fush  shell- 
fisli,  from  Newfoundland  and  Canada  under  General  License  PBF 
17,  Rule  No,  216,  has  been  extended  to  include  cured  or  preser\cd 
fisii  and  shellfish  when  said  finh  are  products  of  the  lishiiig  industries 
of  Newfoundland  and  Canada. 


BRITISH  BVLES  FOR  EXPORTATION  OF  FOREIGN  BANX  NOTES. 

Information  has  been  received  by  cable  from  ConHiil  General  Skin- 
ner, London,  that  a  proclamation  of  August  27  prohibits  the  expoita- 
tioii  of  notes  of  the  Bank  of  France  to  all  destinations  exce;)t  in 
France  and  notes  of  the  United  States  Government  and  United 
States  bank  notes  to  all  destinations  except  in  the  United  States. 


EZFORllATION  OF  DRIED  PRUNES  AND  PEACHES  TO  CANADA. 

The  War  Trade  Board,  after  consultation  with  the  United  States 
Food  Administration  and  the  Canada  Food  Board,  announce,  in  a 
new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  213),  tliat  applications  for  licenses  to  export 
dried  peaches  and  prunes  to  Canada  will  now  be  considered  when 
presented,  as  follows: 

Every  application  for  an  export  license  must  have  attached  thereto 
an  Import  Permit  issued  by  the  Canada  Food  Board,  Ottawa,  to  tlio 
consignee  for  the  importation  of  the  quantity  mentioned  in  the  ap- 
plication for  an  export  license. 

Exporters,  therefore,  should  obtain  such  Canadian  Import  Permits 
frrm  their  Canadian  customers  before  making  application  to  fhe 
United  States  War  Trade  Board  for  an  export  license. 

Give  Our  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance — Buy  War-Savings  Stamps. 

78928"— 18  849        \r- 
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PHOCEDUEE  GOVEEBING  EXPORTS  TO  NORWAY. 
Tlic  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  211) 
the  adoption  of  the  following  regulations  governing  the  procedure 
with  respect  to  the  issuance  of  licenses  for  the  exportation  of  com- 
modities to  Norway.  Previous  rulings  with  respect  to  such  regula- 
tions <W.  T.  B.  R.'lO.%  May  10,  1918;  W.  T.  B.  K.  126,  June  3,  1918) 
arc  withdrawn : 

1.  Applications  for  licenses  to  export  commodities  wliieh  are  not 
controlled  by  a  Norwegian  import  association  will  not  be  coiisideied 
unless  tho  prospective  importer  has  g;ivcn  a.  guaranty  certified  by  the 
Norwegian  Finance  Department  and  further  certified  by  an  Ameri- 
can consul  in  Norway,  who  will  furnish  the  imi>orter  an  identifica- 
tion number.  The  ruling  requiring  this  identification  number  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  code  won!  has  now  been  withdrawn,  and  this  certi- 
ficate will  hereafter  bear  only  an  identification  number.  This  iden- 
tification number  should  be  ionvarded  by  the  importer  lo  (he  pros- 
I>ective  exporter  in  the  TJnited  States  an<l  spec'ifietl  on  >iiipplemcntal 
Information  Sheet  X-106,  which  shoidd  be  attached  to  the  applica- 
tion for  an  export  license. 

~.  Applications  for  licenses  to  exjiort  commodities  which  aiv  con- 
trolled by  a  Norwegian  import  ii^ociution  will  not  be  considered 
unless  the  prospective  importer  in  Norway  has  secured  a  t«rtificate 
covering  the  proposed  shipment  from  the  appropriate  Norwegian  im- 
port association.  This  certificate  must  be  either  issued  or  confirmed 
subsequently  to  May  10,  1918,  The  identification  number  of  the  cer- 
tificate should  be  forwarded  by  the  importer  in  Norway  to  the  pros- 
pective exporter  in  the  United  States  aud  specified  on  Supplemental 
Information  Sheet  X-106,  which  should  be  duly  executed  ami  an- 
nexed to  the  application  for  export  license. 

In  filing  an  application  for  a  license  to  sliip  commodities  controlled 
by  an  import  association,  the  shipment,  must  lie  consigned  to  the  iis- 
gocifltion  which  has  issued  the  certificate,  and  the  exporter  is  required 
to  state  on  the  application  the  name  of  the  i^ersoii  or  firm  in  whose 
favor  the  import  certificate  was  issued ;  for  example : 
Consignee ;  Oil  and  Colour  MercbantH'  Asstocintioii,  ClirlHtinula,  Norway. 
Purduiser  oUronil:  (Here  slate  peisoii  or  flriu  to  whom  cerlifloite  was  issiiwl.) 

(AildrcsK  of  such  [wrson  or  linn.) 
3.  The  War  Trade  Board  is  advised  that  the  following  import  as- 
sociations in  Christiania  will  accept,  on  behalf  of  the  Norwegian  im- 
porter actually  interested,  consignments  of  the  articles  mentioned 
uelow : 
Tlie  Oil  &  Color  Merrtmuts'  Asso<rialioii : 

Paralliu  wax  (IncltididK  stearlne,  stearic  add,  inihaetli-  ut-iil). 

Turi>entine  (lucliuUuj!  veftetable  ami  nilncrnl  liirpeiitlne  and  while  si»irit). 

VarntKhcs  (alcoholic  and  nonalcoholic  siccative  oils  ami  polirihc;:;  polltur). 

I.inseed  oil,  raw. 

Linseed  oil,  boiletl, 

Rappseed  oil. 

Oresine  luid  ciii'iuuiliii  «ax. 

All  animal  and  vejcelable  oils  and  fats  and  fatty  acids  whatever  (Including 
Clitncsc  wood  oil). 

Slaterials  in  small  quantities  in  general  use  in  Ihe  ordlnari"  conrsc  ot 
business  of  the  nieinbers  of  the  association,  such  as  starch,  chalk,  tar 
composition,  sulphate  of  iron  ore.  copper,  l>orax,  saltpeter  (commoo), 
soda  (calcined,  caustic,  and  bicarbonate),  bleaching  powder,  sulphuric 
acid,  sliioato  of  soda,  etc. 
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The  NorweKlan  fkiop  Makers'  Association: 
Oils  (vefietabte  and  fish). 
Tnllow  and  animal  fata  of  all  klods. 
Caustic  soda. 
Solwny  Boda. 

Korweglnn  Wholesale  Grocers'  Assodntlon : 

Siiftar, 

Coffee. 

Sirup. 

Itlce  (nil  kiDds  except  bran). 

Ten. 

noney   (Inchi'llng  ortlflcfal  hnnej). 

Sago  (and  simitar  articles). 

Stareli  (nil  kinds). 

Starch  guin, 

Parlna. 

Potato  nicfll  and  flour. 

Pesslcnted  coconut  |inf=te. 

ni-ktl  frultH  (all  kliiilK). 

Pried  potatoes. 

All  other  sliiJllar  coniincKlliics:. 
KorwoKlnn  Nattonnl  Associntlon  of  Cniln  and  Flour  Importers  and/or 
we^lan  Millers'  Ai'sDcliitiun : 

Cnilu. 


;■    .\f:S0Clilti0D: 

Cociia. 

('o<'<i!i  hiitter. 
Norwesliiu  Uotlun  MUW  -AksocIiiIIoiik; 

C-itton. 

CI  toil  yarn. 

Cotton  wiisle. 
Korwejtinn  Miirssirlne  Mannfiicturers'  AssoclaII"n<>: 

All  uinterlalK  umhI  In  the  miiiiiifnctnre  of  uiariin 
The  Norwegian  I'api-r  -Makers'  Assoclaligii: 

Itosln. 
■  Alum  (Including  aluniluoiiM  coinpouuds  of  all  !jo 

Cotton  felts. 

\V<«)l<'n  fells. 

China  cUiy. 

iiooplr^ln. 
Kaliiigwire. 
liloncldnt:  [Mm-der. 
)«itlier  machlue  heltlng. 

Smin,  (^tclned  (Solway  smla), 

Koda,  causdc, 

Smia.  sulpliutc  (salt  cakel. 
Norwegian  Whoh-sale  I'rovlsioii  Merchants'  Assoclal 

Meat  of  all  kinds. 

Casiniw. 

Coni|)Ound  lard. 
Boyal  Nurweglaii  Automobile  Club: 

Autonioldle  tires  and  tulios. 

Motorcycle  tires  nn<l  tnhes. 
Norweclan  Cvcle  Tire  liuiwrtera'  Association : 

Bicycle  tires. 
Lubi'katlhg  Oil  Merchants'  Associatloa: 

I^uhr  I  eating  oils. 

Lubricating  greases. 


jOOyGoOt^lC 
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Nonvt'Kian  Tnuiicrs'  A!"-ix*laUoii : 

lIlOcs. 

Vunniii};  itinlt-rinls. 
Cork  Mann  filet  II  iiTs'  liniinri  Af^^iK-lnliuii: 

CorkwiiiMl. 

Cork  s(ii]iiK'rs. 

Other  iimiiufiic-liiivd  nrlirlcs  foiisisiing  whiilly  or  priiiH|(iiIlj-  of  cork,  not 
lueliiilltii;  liiiolciini  nml  shiillni-  iiiiitcHnls. 
Nonvi'Kluii  ni'iiiii'iV  liti|Hii'i  .\ss.ii-iiitiiiii; 

All  «itli>ii  kooiIk  ['\('c|>liii»  riiw  I.-UIIOI1,  rolloii  yiini»,  uiiil  fiHliliig  nets. 

All  wook'H  j;"i"l«  <'Xii'|iliiii.'  rjiw  wool,  woolen  jiirns,  iinfl  iiaper- making  felts. 

All  piei-e  i;i«nls  nml  otlii-r  iimniifncluvps  of  jule,  lieiup,  tlUK,  and  tovr,  not 
IncliKliii;:  yiirLis  itw\  ropi-s. 

All    Nilk     PKHlX. 

""      i-i'Sliin  W.")lni  .-Mills-  As^„il;iiii.ii; 
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JAPANESE  IHPOETS  OF  DOOR  SIMaES. 

[r»ii»iil  II,ilK.it  Finzpr,  Jr.,  Koljc) 

The  JapiiiifM'  do  not  use  hinges  in'tlie  building  of  their  homes,  as 
their  dooi-s  aic  all  of  the  slidinp;  variety.  However,  there  ai-e  several 
hnndred  lesldeiit  foreifiners  in  thi^  consular  district  (which  includes 
tlie  wcsti'in  half  of  tlie  nisiin  island  and  the  whole  of  the  island  of 
Shikoku),  and  there  is  a  lintited  market  among  them  fou  building 
hardware.  The  principal  Japanese  business  firms  are  now  building 
foreign-styk-  oflico  al.so,  and  this  has  creat<Ki  a  considerable  market 
for  such  articles.  The  extent  of  tiiis  market  may  be  ascertained 
from  the  foUowin^r  ligure.-.  of  the  importation  into  Japan  of  hinges, 
hat  Iioolcs.  and  metal  fitl  iags  for  doi)rs,  windows,  ete. :  1913.  $36,333 ; 
1J>14,  ¥3-l,i>;iT:  l!H.->.  $1:>.04;j:  IfllG,  $^1,107:  1017,  !Hr>,813. 

At  present  about  )'.'>  per  cent  of  these  imports  come  from  the 
United  States,  the  remainder  coming  from  Great  Britain  and  other 
European  i-ouutries.  Before  the  war  only  about  50  per  cent  came 
from  the  United  States,  while  30  per  cent  came  from  Great  Britain, 
1-1  per  cent  from  (icrmany,  and  G  per  cent  from  other  countries. 
About  75  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  are  entered  in  the  custom- 
houscFi  iit  Kolie  and  Osaka. 


FRENCH  INDO-CHINA  PURCHASES  FEWER  CHEMICALS. 

iroiiMil  llQoce  Reiiilllorii,  Sulcyo.] 

In  1916  Saigon  imported  chemicals  to  the  value  of  $'2;(5,237  United 
States  curivncy,  of  which  $178,139  worth  came  fi-om  France  and 
$4ii,4(M:  worth  from  Hongkong.  In  1917  this  impoi-tation  fell  off  to 
$139,678.  of  whicli  amount  $60,3S1  worth  were  shipped  from  Hong- 
kong and  sl7.(i(»7  worth  from  France.  Goods  eonnng  from  Hong- 
kong into  this  coh)ny  included  American  products,  as  these  are 
usually  transshipped  at  this  point  and,  for  customs  pur]>oses,  mer- 
chandise is  not  listed  from  the  country  of  origin. 

The  principal  heavy  chemicals  used  are  copper  and  iron  sulphates 
employed  in  the  rubber  industry.  Washing  soda  and  washing  chemi- 
cals have  a  fnir  market  as  well, 


Goo»^lc 
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HOLLAND  PLANNma  FOR  TBAD£  AFT£B  THE  WAS. 

[ComniNciel  Atlacb«  Paul  L.  Edwarils,  The  Ila^e,  Jul;  12,] 

On  July  2  the  Netherlands  Minister  of  Foi-eign  Affairs  installed 
the  Advisory  Commission  for  the  Foreif^n  Economic  Information 
Service  (Commissie  van  Adviefi  voor  den  Dienst  der  liiconomisohe 
"Voorlichting  in  het  Biutenland),  the  appropriation  for  which  was 
approved  many  months  ago. 

This  commission  will  act  as  an  advisory  body  to  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  and  will  be  specially  charged  with  developing  and 

fptting  the  greatest  benefits  out  of  the  Netherlands  Foreign  Service. 
'his  commission  lias  the  following  four  distinct  plans  in  view:  (1) 
Chief  consular  officers  in  foreign  countries  will  be  given  facilities  for 
traveling  about  their  districts  in  order  better  to  acquaint  themselves 
with  the  consular  personnel  and  general  economic  conditions;  (2) 
consular  officers  will  have  to  spend  a  certain  jieriod  of  apprentice- 
ship in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies; 
{3}  a  new  kind  of  consul  will  !«  created,  a  so-callod  general  consular 
officer,  or  consul  general  at  large;  (4)  special  experts  or  technical 
advisors  will  lie  attached  to  various  legations  or  chief  consular  posts 
to  assist  in  specific  matters. 

The  appropriation  for  this  sei'vice  for  the  first  year  will  be  100,000 
florins  (about  $41,000). 
Personnel — Htnlstr^  of  Agrtcullnre  Also  to  Study  EcD&omics. 

The  commission  is  composed  of  Ridder  van  Rappard,  ex-Minister 
at  Washington,  president:  Mr.  J.  T.  Linthorst-Iloman,  chainnan  of 
the  Netherlands  Agricultural  Commission;  Mr,  J.  C.  A.  Everwijn, 
Chief  of  the  Commercial  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Industry,  and  Commerce;  Mr.  Th.  van  Voorthuysen,  Chief  of  the 
Colonial  De|)artment;  Mr.  P.  van  Iloek,  Director-General  of  Agri- 
culture; Mr.  G.  S.  de  Clercq,  secrelarv  and  treasurer  of  the  Industrial 
Society;  Mr.  S.  P.  van  Eegbcn,  president  of  the  Amsterdam  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce:  Mr.  E.  P.  de  Monchy,  president  of  the  Rotterdam 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  ,Mr.  0.  tT.  K.  van  Aalst,  president  of  the 
Netherlands  Trading  Society;  Mr.  A.  G.  Kroeller,  of  Messrs.  Wm. 
Mueller  &  Co. ;  Mr.  IJ.  H.  de' Waal,  of  the  Foreign  Office ;  Jhr.  A.  M. 
Snonck-Hurgronje,  chief  of  the  Commercial  Sei'tion  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  will  act  as  secretary;  and  Dr.  P.  C.  Witte,  of  tlie  Foreign 
Office,  will  be  assislant  secretary.  It  is  rumored  that  Mr.  Snouck- 
Hurgi'onje  will  not  be  able  to  accept  the  position  as  secretary  of  the 
commission  on  account  of  his  heavy  duties  as  trade  adviser. 

The  Minister  of  Agiiculture,  Industry,  and  Commerce  has  also 
installed  the  Commission  for  Economic  Politics  (Commissie  voor 
de  Economisrhc  Politick),  which  will  be  charged  with  studying  on 
behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Finance  the 
Tarious  economic  problems  that  Holland  will  have  to  face  after  the 
war.  This  commission  consists  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  to- 
gether with  representatives  of  trade  organizations,  and  several  spe- 
cial members,  including  the  president  of  the  Netherlands  Bank  and 
the  presidents  of  the  Rotterdam  and  Amsterdam  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

Ho  trouble  to  buy,  cheap,  convenient,  a  real  investment — War  Savlsc  Stamps. 

Goo<^[c  . 
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COTTON  0£OWIKa  IS  BRITISH  COLONIES. 

ICauaul  Gpnpnl  Ilobort  P.  Skinner,  London,  Aug-  10.] 

Tho  Britisli  Cotton  Growing  Association  has  now  transmitted  its 
thirteenth  annual  repoit  covering  the  year  ended  Deoember  31,  1917, 
in  which  the  increased  consumption  of  cotton  in  the  United  States  is 
referred  to  as  an  "  alarming  "  circumstance.  The  association  points 
out  that  whereas  in  1895  the  United  States  used  approximately  80 
per  c«nt  of  its  pi-oduction  of  cotton,  the  consumption  for  the  year 
1916-17  had  increased  to  54  per  cent  of  the  wliole  crop. 
Cotton  in  India  and  West  Indies. 

Reference  was  made  in  tlie  association's  report  for  last  year  to 
the  proposition  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Punjab  Government  for  a 
lease  of  7,500  acres  in  the  Montgomery  district  of  the  Punjab  Prov- 
ince. A  commission  was  appointed  by  the  Indian  (lovernment  to 
inquire  into  the  tjne^tion  of  cotton  growing  in  India,  and  Mr.  F. 
Hodgkinson  was  appointed  as  tlie  representative  of  tlie  Cotton 
Spinners'  and  Manufacturers'  Association.  This  commission  is  notr 
carrying  on  investigations  in  India- 
Owing  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  u  sufficient  supply  of  Ionj;-stapIed 
cotton  for  military  ixtquirements.  tlie  Britisli  (iovernincnt  found  it  . 
necessary  to  acquire  all  sea-island  cotton  piiKhued  in  the  British 
AVest  Indies.  Tlic  Secreiary  of  State  for  the  o<il"nies  has  tlicrefore 
prohibited  the  exportation  of  (his  cotton  with  a  view  to  ils  |>urcliase 
by  the  colonial  government  on  l)ehalf  of  the  Admiralty.  AH  a^a- 
island  cotton  offereil  is  bought,  ginned,  baled,  and  delivered  at  the 
port,  of  shipment,  and  the  planters  are  accordingly  i-elievcd  of  all 
difficulties  in  the  provision  of  tonniige. 

The  exports  for  the  vear  ending  September  30,  1917,  amounted  to 
only  892,867  pounds,  as  compared  with  l,008O38  ponnds  in  1916  and 
1.823,950  pounds  in  1915.  There  wei-e  also  eximrted  from  St.  Vincent 
19,656  pounds  of  Marie  Galante  seed  cotton  of  an  estimated  value  of 
£204  ($993).  The  estimated  production  of  St.  Vincent  wnw  160,168 
pounds,  but  a  considerable  quantity  remained  unshipped. 

From  the  Virgin  Islands  were  shipped  1,170  pounds  native  and 
460  pounds  of  stains,  the  estimated  values  of  which  were  £8S  and 
£34  ($428  ami  ^]e,i>),  respectively. 

Owing  to  lack  of  transport   shii)ping  facilities   from   the   West 
Indies,  a  large  quuntity  of  the  1916-17  crop  still  remained  on  hand 
up  to  September  30, 1917. 
FrodQction  In  Lagos. 

It  was  estimated  that  the  1917  crop  in  Lagos  would  pi-obably 
amount  to  9,000  bales,  but  owing  to  unfavorable  climatic  conditions 
the  actual  production  amounted  to  onlv  7,807  bales,  as  compaj-ed  with 
9,286  bales  in  191G  and  6,161  bales  in  1915. 

The  association  reports  that,  owing  to  the  \alnable  assistance  given 
by  officials  of  tho  \igerian  Government  Kailway  and  Messi's.  Elder 
Dempster  &  Co.  (Ltd.),  all  the  1916-17  cotton  crop  has  been  shipped 
to  Liverpool,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity  of  cotton  grown 
in  the  Meko  district. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  December  18. 1917,  it  was  decided  to  increase 
the  price  paid  the  natives  to  2d.  ($0,041)  per  pound  of  seed  cotton 
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at  all  stations  on  the  railway  from  Iddo  to  .Tebba.  This  compares 
with  a  previous  buying  price  of  Igd.  ($0,028)  per  pound.  The  in- 
crease has  been  made  possible  by  the  rise  in  the  price  of  American 
cotton  during  the  year.  The  bonus  of  ^d,  ($0,005)  per  pound,  which 
the  association  agreed  to  pay  for  all  cotton  grown  from  Georgia  seed 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  will  be 
continued. 

No  developments  were  undertaken  during  the  year  in  central  Ni- 
geria,  although  the   prospects  of  growing  cotton   in   tlie   districts 
adjoining  the  new  railway  from  Port  Haitouit  to  the  Kiver  Niger 
are  not  being  overlooked. 
Iiong-Stspled  Cotton  Balsed  In  Northern  Ki^rfa. 

The  (juanfitv  of  Allen's  Improved  Long  Staple  Cotton  grown  by 
the  natives  umler  supervision  during  the  past  few  years  is  as  follows: 
In  1913-14,  nil;  1914-15,  12  bales;  1915-16,  110  bales;  and  1916-17, 
461  bales. 

This  is  the  type  of  cotton  introduced  into  northern  Nigeria  by  the 
Government  Agricultural  Department,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  cultivation  of  it  will  continue  to  increase  still  more  rapidly, 
as  1!W  tons  of  the  seed  were  distributed  in  districts  bordering  on  tlio 
Eauchi  Railway,  and  the  1917-18  crop  will  exceed  800  bales.  The 
cotton  commands  a  much  higher  price  and  gives  a  heavier  yield  than 
the  native  types,  and  the  association  is  convinced  that  when  once 
this  class  of  cotton  has  been  thoroughly  established  in  northern 
Nigeria  the  future  of  the  cotton  industry  is  assured.  For  the  1917-18 
crop  of  tliis  variety  it  has  been  decided  to  guarantee  a  buying  price  of 
2iti.  ($0,046)  per  pound  of  seed  cotton  on  the  railway  and  2d. 
($0,041)  at  outstations.  Regulations  have  been  made  preventing 
DHxture  of  the  long-stapled  variety  with  the  ordinary  niitive  types. 
Cotton  Industry  of  Uganda  and  iTyasaland. 

The  association  continues  to  kepp  in  touch  with  the  cotton  industry 
in  Uganda,  although  not  going  to  any  considerable  capital  outlay. 
The  executive  committee  decided  in  November  last  that  Mr.  O.  II. 
Harris,  the  chief  engineer,  should  visit  Uganda,  to  make  a  thorough 
inspection  of  the  association's  ginneries. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  e.vperienccd  in  obtaining  adequate  ship- 
ping fnciiities  and  to  tlie  consoipieiit  congestion  at  the  port,  a  number 
of  serictus  fires  have  occurred  at  Mombasa  by  which  cotton  valued  at 
about  £150,000  ($729,975)  has  l>ecn  destroyed.  As  a  result  of  the 
heavy  lossi's  it  hiis  been  very  difficult  to  arrange  new  insurance  poli- 
cies, but  these  difficulties  have  now  been  overcome,  although  the  rates 
of  premium  have  naturally  been  considerably  increased. 

As  mentioned  in  the  fast  annual  report  of  the  association,  the 
J91G-17  crop  was  affected  by  adverse  climatic  conditions  and  totaled 
only  about  24,000  bales,  of  which  the  association  bought  lialf.  It  had 
been  estimated  that  the  crop  would  bo  40,000  bales.  Had  the  crop 
come  up  to  expectations,  the  congestion  caused  by  the  lack  of  tonnage 
would  have  been  a  very  serious  matter. 

The  1917  cotton  crop  grown  by  the  natives  of  Nyasaland  amounted 
to  1,070  tons  of  seed  cotton  (nearly  2,000  bales),  as  against  944  tons 
(1,672  bales)  in  191C.  This  is  the  second  largest  crop  yet  produced 
by  the  natives  and  is  a  splendid  result  when  taking  into  considerution 
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the  great  demand  for  native  labor  in  connection  with  the  military 
operations  in  German  East  Africa.  There  was  some  very  keen  com- 
petition for  tlic  crop,  and  as  a  result  of  high  prices  for  American  cot- 
ton in  Liverpool  the  natives  had  no  difficulty  in  selling  their  cotton. 
Although  the  difficulties  of  transport  during  the  year  have  again  beui 
enormous,  European  planters  have  benefited  by  the  high  prices  which 
have  ruled  in  Liverpool. 

For  tiic  1918  crop  it  is  required  that  25  per  cent  of  all  European 
cultivation  be  planted  with  foodstuffs,  and  the  European  area  under 
cotton  will  be  less;  but  with  practically  all  last  year's  crop  still  in 
Is'yasnland  iind  the  difficulties  of  shipping,  perhaps  it  is  as  well  that 
the  acreage  should  not  be  extended.  In  any  case,  the  question  of  food 
supplies  must  take  precedence. 
Rhodesia  and  South  Africa. 

There  are  no  developments  to  report  in  Khodesia  during  the  year, 
but  the  nssociafiou  continues  to  work  in  coo|>i'ration  with  the  North 
Charterland  Exploration  Co.  (Ltd.). 

Tlie  cotton  grown  in  the  Rustenbiirg  district  of  the  Transvaal  has 
again  Ih-cu  marketed  through  the  assoeiation :  the  quality  has  been 
fairly  satisfactory  but  the  cotton  woiiUI  couiuiand  a  higher  price 
if  the  stii|)le  i-ould  be  improved. 

An  increased  inlei-esl  is  being  taken  in  the  development  of  cotton 
cultivation  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  although  no  consider- 
able quantity  Iiiis  yet  been  prmluced,  steady  progress  has  been  made, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  hgures  ahowmg  the  annual  yield 
in  recent  vears: 
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As  regards  possibilities  for  expansion,  so  far  us  soil  and  climatic 
conditions  are  r<mccrned,  thei-e  are  stated  to  t>e  about  100,000  acres  in 
the  Rusteuburg,  Waterberg,  and  Zoutpansbcrg  districts  alone  suited 
to  cotton  culture.  There  are  also  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  Middel- 
burg  and  Barberton  districts  of  the  Transvaal,  and  a  considerable 
area  of  Xatal  and  Cape  Colony,  on  which  cotton  should  do  well. 
Record  Crop  in  the  Sudan. 

The  lOHV-lT  crop  produced  in  the  Tokar  district  was  a  record  one 
and  amounted  to  al>oiit  17,:")(X)  bales  of  400  ^>oimds  each,  of  which 
more  than  ^,000  bales  were  marketed  through  the  association.  The 
quality  of  the  crop  was  exceptionally  good,  and  the  cotton  com- 
manded a  ready  sale  in  Liverpool. 

On  the  experinienlal  stations  at  Tayiba  and  Bai-nknt  the  yield  of 
cotton  was  .3.47 and  S.i>Ocantars  (cantar=i>fl.05 pounds),  respectively. 

With  regard  to  the  development  of  the  Ciezira  Plain  in  the  Sudan, 
financial  arrangements  have  been  made  which  will  insure  the  continu- 
ation of  the  work  during  the  war.     This  has  given  great  satisfacti(Hi 
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to  tlio  association,  as  the  question  of  the  irrigation  of  tlio  Gezira  . 
Plain  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  tlie  cotton  trade  of  this  country. 
Various  difficulties  have  prevented  the  undertaking  of  new  dovclop- 
ments  in  the  year  1917,  but  tlie  association  has  been  siictcssful  in 
carrying  on  the  work  of  former  years.  Tiic  members  liaie  good 
reason  to  be  satisfied  witli  the  pi'esent  position  and  with  the  bright 
prospects  of  the  future.  The  balance  slieet,  with  its  surplus  main- 
tained at  about  last  years  level,  is  evidence  of  the  large  business 
which  has  developed  in  the  few  j'eai-s  of  the  ast-ociat ion's  existence. 
In  comparison  with  Lancashire's  requirements,  it  is  true  the  British 
cotton  pi-oduction  is  small,  but  it  is  not  negligible:  and  one  must  not 
lose  siglit  of  the  fact  that  u  vei-y  firm  foundation  has  been  laid  for 
the  benefit  of  Lancashii-e  and  the  Empire. 

BBADFOBS  SHIPMEKTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

(Consiil  AiiijuMuK  10.  Ingram,  nradford.  10nt:lHiicl,  Ati^.  8.) 
Tlic  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bradford  con- 
sular district  during  the  month  of  July,  191S.  amounted  to  $625,876, 
as  compare<l  with  $I,2;U,!>33  in  July,  1!)17.  This  total  for  July, 
1918,  includes  the  exi>orts  to  the  United  States  from  the  former 
Huddersfield  considar  district  since  July  13,  1918,  on  which  date 
the  jVmerican  considate  at  Huddersfield  was  closed  and  the  business 
of  that  office  assumed  by  the  American  consulate  at  Bradford. 
Dm'iug  the  whole  month  of  July,  1018,  the  shipments  from  the 
fonncr  Muddei-sfield  district  amounted  to  $70.2r»l  (as  compared 
with  $165^32  in  July,  1917),  and  were  composed  chiefly  of  woolens 
and  worsteds,  card  clothing  for  textile  machinen,-.  nnd  aniline  dyes. 
The  decline  of  50  per  cent  in  the  shipments  from  the  Bradford 
diiitrict  is  explained  partly  by  the  entire  absence  of  wool  noils  and 
wastes  (whicii  item  amounted  to$18i'i.ii77  in  July,  1917),  and  partly 
by  the  fall  of  the  item  of  mohair  cloths  from  $lU1.0r)8  to  $43,641; 
but  the  principal  slump  occurred  in  cotton  cloths  (chiefly  linings), 
which  item  amounted  to  $197,378,  a  decrease  of  $104,676  from  the 
corresponding  month  of  last  year.  For  some  months  past  there 
has  been  a  steady  shrinkage  in  tne  volume  of  exports  of  cotton  cloths 
which  is,  no  douut,  attributable  to  the  high  prices  prevailing  and  the 
difficnlty  of  getting  deliveries,  to  say  nothing  of  the  various  restric- 
tions on  shipping. 

OBINSIirO  WHEELS  IS  DEMAND  IN  ITALY, 

Before  the  war  Germany  was  Italy's  chief  source  of  supply  for 
grinding  wheels,  the  annual  amount  imported  Wing  about  6,000,000 
lire  (about  $1^00,000).  With  the  cutting  off  of  this  trade,  a  start 
was  made  in  Italy  to  manufacture  locally  and  conijiderable  progress 
has  been  made,  although  the  two  leading  manufacturers  of  these 
products  can  not  satisfy  the  demandw  made  upon  them.  In  spite  of 
high  prices,  the  United  States  has  obtained  a  footing  in  this  market; 
and  Switzerland  also  is  now  selling  in  Italy,  although  it  is  stated 
that  the  Swiss  product  is  inferior  in  quality.  Moreover,  a  large 
Christiania  firm  is  represented  in  Sf  ilan.  Between  8.5  and  90  per  cent 
of  the  grinding  wheels  imported  were  of  ciuerv,  the  remainder  being 
made  of  corundum  or  artificial  abrasive  material. 
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JUIT  IMPOETS  AKD  EZPOETS  BY  COUKTEIES. 

The  total  values  of  morchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to 

pach  of  the  priiicipnl  countries  during  July,  1918,  and  the  seven 

nionfhH  ended  with  July,  1918,  eomparcd  with  the  corresponding 

peno<is  of  the  preci'diufr  ypur,  are  as  fol' 


j<is  of  the  preci'diufr  ypur,  are  as  follows: 
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DTTEBNATIONAL  COHFETITION  F0£  SOUTH  ATBICA'S  TBADE. 

(Tbe  BciUsb  and  BouHi  African  ICiport  <lazcttp,  l^ndaD,  AiiRUst-l 

How  stands  Britisli  trade  with  South  Africa  at  the  present  time 
OS  compared  with  tiic  position  liefoie  the  war'(  Is  the  I'nited  King- 
dom maintaining  the  lead  it  formerly  held  in  intentntional  business 
relations  with  the  Union  and  Rhodesia*  With  Geniian  competition 
eliminated,  is  the  Britsh  share  in  the  trade  propoi-tionately  greater? 
There  are  two  main  channels  through  which  answers  to  such  ques- 
tions can  he  sought:  (1)'  The  opinions  of  merchants  in  regard  to  ten- 
dencies and  (3)  the  official  returns.  Each  is  valuable  so  far  as  it  goes, 
but  each  also  has  its  limitiitions.  Mercantile  opinion  is  based  on 
first-hand  knowledge,  a  factor  that  can  not  l>e  appreciated  too  highly, 
but  it  is  neccssanly  circumscribed  in  purview,  as  no  indiTidual 
merchant  is  able  to  speak  with  authority  on  anything  l)eyond  what 
c<MiiPs  under  his  direct  notice.  On  the  other  hand,  official  returns, 
while  sufficiently  comprehensive  in  scope,  are  based  primarily  upon 
values,  which  ilnctuatc  in  sympathy  with  any  event  that  presses  upon 
the  economic  !:<ituation,  and  are  apt.  therefoi-e,  to  he  sometimes  mis- 
leading in  rcganl  to  actuiil  tendencies.  We  have  on  numerous  occa- 
.sions  recently  -set  forth  merchants'  views  on  the  Anglo-South  African 
commerciai  situation,  and  in  the  present  article  we  propose  to  deal 
with  the  subject  in  the  light  of  the  official  returns,  premising  that 
allowance  must  Ih'  made  for  the  price  fluctuations  referred  to  and  for 
certain  complications  and  trade  hindninccs  that  have  been  brought 
about  through  tlie  war. 
Whvii  British  Good*  Preponderated. 

In  l!)0;i,  at  the  height  of  South  Africa's  trade  boom,  when  the  im- 
ports of  thai  countrv  iimounteil  to  as  much  as  £52,.'i62,31Si  ($255,- 
794.4SH),  (ireat  Britiiin's  share  was  no  less  than  £:{-2;!ll,3GG  ($157,- 
2«.yr>L>).  or  (il..")  per  cent  of  the  total,  while  that  of  other  parts  of 
the  British  Dominions  .stood  at  £i,»;i;V'NS  <>ii-2;i.5:iO,l!t91.  or  9.2  per 
cent,  making  together  70.7  i)er  cent  for  the  whole  of  the  Empire.  In 
fliat  same  year  South  Africa',s  pm-chases  fi'om  the  I'nited  States 
were  valued  at  £fi,r>S!l,;ts:t  (S;J2,5533«2),  or  12.7  per  cent  of  the  total, 
but  it  is  to  lie  clearly  burne  iii  mind  that  at  least  half  of  the  American 
supplies  represented  grain,  timber,  petroleum,  and  other  produce 
not  coni[H'fiiig  with  ISritish  manufactured  gomis.  Actually,  there- 
fore, the  .Vmerican  competition  did  not  exceed  6  per  cent.  Nor  was 
Germany  in  VMii  a  very  si.'rions  competitor,  although  Ihc  competition 
of  its  mamifactuivr.s  was  rval  in  ahuost  every  line.  From  Germany 
South  Africa  purchasi'd  goods  to  the  value  "of  £2,413.379  {$11,744,- 
709),  or  4.G  per  cent  of  the  total  imiwrts.  The  only  other  competi- 
tors wurtii  noting  were  Belgium,  France  nnd  the  Netherlands,  but 
their  combined  total  repn-sented  only  2.."»  i>er  cent,  the  remainder  of 
South  Africim  imports  (.omprising  produce  from  the  South  American 
Bepnblics  and  el-ewhere.  limber  from  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  ex- 
ceedingly small  amounts  of  mitnufactured  gdmls  and  raw  materials 
and  foodstuffs  from  a  number  of  countries. 
How  Conttneutal  Share  Increased  at  British  Expense  Before  the  War, 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  British  manufacturers  ha<l  every  reiison 
to  be  extremely  satistied  with  the  position  in  It'O-^.  But  while  the 
total  import  traile  of  South  Africa  steadily  fell  to  £25.920,278  (SI2C,- 
141,03:j)  in  1907,  or  less  Ihan  half  of  what  it  had  been  in  IflOa^lfed 
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then  as  steadily  rose  to  £40,353,889  ($196,382^01)  in  1913,  the  last 
complete  year  i>pfore  the  war,  the  British  share  dropped,  with  some 
fluctuations,  to  £^2,141,489  ($107,751,557),  or  5i.8  per  cent  in  1913, 
a  venr  in  which  tlio  contribution  of  the  Unitctl  States,  after  similarly 
fluctuating  between  9.7  and  7.8  per  eentj  stood  at  £3,776,307  ($18,- 
377,398),  or  9.3  per  cent,  a  large  proportion  of  this  trade  still  being 
in  noncompetitive  linefj;  Germany's  sliare,  after  steadily  rising  from 
4.0  per  cent  in  1903  to  10,3  per  cent  in  1910,  which  was  at  its  zenith, 
dropped  again  in  1913  to  8.7  per  cent — a  proportion,  however,  nearly 
douule  that  of  1903.  The  position,  therefore,  in  1913,  was  as  follows: 
United  Kingdom,  54.8  per  cent ;  the  rest  of  the  British  Empire,  11.6 

Ber  cent;  TTiiited  States,  9.3  per  cent;  Germany,  8.7  per  cent:  and 
ielgium,  France,  and  the  Netherlands,  4.6  per  cent,  the  last  being 
almost  double  the  percentage  of  1903,  In  other  words,  while  Con- 
tinental countries  increased  their  trade  with  South  Africa  between 
1903  and  1913  by  6.2  per  cent,  the  Ignited  Kingdom's  share  declined 
by  6.7  per  cent,  Curumsly,  too,  while  the  United  States,  with  its 
large  proportion  of  food-stuffs,  lost  trade  to  the  extent  of  3.4  per  cent, 
the  British  Empire's  share,  excluding  the  United  Kingdom,  rose  by 
2.4  per  cent. 
Chaneei  In  Proportion  of  Imports  from  Principal  Countries,  1903-1S17. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  and  percentage  of  imports 
into  South  Africii  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States, 
and  Germany  in  1903, 1910, 1913,  and  1917: 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  imports  into  South 
Africa  in  190;i-5,  l!t0(!-8,  1909-11,  191ii-14,  1915-17,  together  with 
the  average  annual  amount  nnd  percentage  received  in  each  triennium 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  tlie  rest  of  the  British  Empire,  Germany, 
France,  the  Netherlands,  and  Belgium: 
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Isternatloual  CoBpetitloii  Surlsx  the  War. 

The  foregoing  figures  show  the  ijosjtion  in  tJie  yrar  before  the  out- 
break of  the  war.  African  imports  detlinctl,  in  vahie  at  least,  by 
only  a  little  more  than  £1,000.000  annually  during  the  three  complete 
years  of  war  ending  in  De<'oniber  last,  wlien  compared  with  the  an- 
nual imports  of  the  previous  trienninm.  The  elimination  of  Gennan 
goods  from  the  market  would  more  than  have  accounfod  for  this;  it 
might  have  been  expected,  therefore,  that  even  with  the  hindrances  to 
indiistrs'  and  shipping  that  have  suixTvened,  the  Itritish  [jercentage 
would  at  least  bo  mmntained.  In  1917,  however,  it  dropped  to  the 
lowest  on  record,  51.-3  per  cent,  whereas  that  of  the  United  States— 
whieh.  be  it  remembered,  was  suffering  from  similar  war  disabilities 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  same  year — registered  the  highest  on 
record,  17,5  per  cent.  It  is  to  be  noted,  too,  tlint  the  American  con- 
tribution is  no  longfcr  composed  so  largely  of  goods  noncompetitive 
with  those  of  the  United  Kingdom,  because  Houtli  Africa  now  sup- 
phes  itself  with  most  of  the  foodstuffs  it  needs,  ("onsequently, 
American  participation  is  now  mainly  competitive,  the  prominent 
lines  being  agricultural  machinery  and  implements,  motor  cars,  cot- 
ton goods,  twme,  tires,  typewriting  macliines,  ntiilsi  pipes  and  fittings, 
steel  rails,  galvanized  sheets,  other  iron  ami  steel  goods,  wire,  boots 
and  shoes,  and  condensed  milk. 
Reoent  American  Qalnt  and  Brlttsh  losses — Japanese  Competition. 

The  following  tabic  show.s  some  of  the  competitive  lines  (selected 
at  random)  in  which  the  British  share  decreased  betueen  1913  and 
1917,  while  that  of  the  United  States  increaswl  in  the  same  period: 
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How  ^Vmerican  participation  in  the  import  trade  of  South  Africa 
has  progressed  during  the  war  may  be  thus  stated:  1914,  £3,108,240, 
or  9.5  per  cent  of  the  total  imports ;  1915,  £4,5;!-J,053,  or  14.9  per  cent : 
1916,  £6,240,381,  or  15.4  per  cent ;  and  1917,  l:6,45:i,553.  or  17.5  per 
cent,  or  within  O.C  per  cent  of  the  combined  share  of  the  T'nited  States 
and  Germany  in  1910. 

Other  competitors,  notably  Japan,  are  coming  rapidly  to  the  fore- 
front.   The  contribution  of  japan  to  South  Africa's  imports  last  year 
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amounted  to  £745,fi5G,  or  over  2  per  cent  of  the  total,  against  only 
1.3  per  cent  in  1916 — a  matter  of  small  tliines,  it  is  true,  but  a  dis- 
tinct gain,  nevertheloss.  Japan's  percentage  share  is  now  almost  equal 
to  that  of  Beljgium,  France,  and  tlie  Netherlands  combined  in  1903. 


PROGRESS  IN  AMERICAN  SHIFBUILDINa. 

During  August  merchant  ships  built  in  the  United  States  and  ofti- 
cially  numbered,  including  also  those  built  for  foreign  owners.  :ig- 
gregated  295.849  gross  tons.  The  corresponding  monthly  output 
since  July,  1916,  was  as  follows : 
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« Includes  I  cement  vessel  ot  3,427  gross  tous.  '  Includes  1  cement  vessel  of  325  tons. 

For  the  12-month  period  ended  August  31,  1918,  the  total  output 
■was  1,787,730  gross  tons.  Before  the  E-uropean  war  our  largest  out- 
put was  B14,21C  gross  tons  for  (lie  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1908. 
The  corresponding  output  for  recent  1-2-month  i)eriods  was  as 
follows : 
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QUARTERHASTER  CORPS  BAND  PLATS  FOR  DEPARTKEHT  OP 
COMMERCE. 

Ill  Older  to  luld  t'litliiiHiiism  to  tlic  weekly  ^iiig;iii}f  of  patriotic  ail's 
by  tlie  piiiployoofi  of  tlic  Di'imrtmii't  of  C'omiiierte  Secretary  liccl- 
ficld,  throiipli  tlie  courtesy  of  th.?  SeciTtury  of  War,  scciiifd  tlio 
Qiinrlermafater  Corps  Band  from  Ciinip  Meigs  last  Friday.  Over 
l,'i(H)  employees  of  the  bureau  housed  in  the  Commerce  Building  aa- 
fiistod  in  singing;  America,  The  Star  Spangled  Banner,  nud  the  Battlt! 
Hvmn  of  the  Itepnlilic,  accompanied  uy  the  band,  iiridcr  the  ieader- 
shm  of  Lieut,  B.  C.  Dcming.  while  the  singing  was  dirrctcd  by  Mr. 
Hejiry  T.  Aslic.  of  the  War  Camjj  Commnnity  Service. 

The  weokiy  singing  of  patriotic  songs  bv  employees  of  tjie  Depart- 
ment of  Coiiniierce  haK  been  the  subject  of  much  favonibic  lommeiit. 
On  Fridaj-.  August  2S,  the  department  was  favored  with  ihe  pifsence 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  \avy,  Josephus  Daniels.  The  Marine  Band 
fuiiii.shed  the  music  and  the  singing  wa-s  directed  by  Mr.  )*ctcr  W. 
Dykema,  of  the  War  Camp  Comnuinity  Service. 


La  Ouaira  Consulate  Wants  Machinery  Catalogues. 

Consul  Homer  Brett,  of  La  Guairn,  Venezuela,  desires  to  receive 

catalogues,  in  the  Spanish  langua^ce  if  posyible.  of  machinery  for 

handhng  castor  bean-s.     Miichines  for  extracting  the  seed  from  the 

I>odR,  removing  the  shell  from  the  seed,  and  cxlracling  the  oil  are 
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HOLIAND  PLANS  "  DISTEIBUTIOir  COUETS." 

[Colli morel n]   Attache  Van]  L.   ErtwardB,  The  Ilague.  July  I.J 

A  law  has  bt'on  introduced  into  tlie  States  General  providing  for 
the  esitablishnicnt  of  .special  courts  (to  be  called  Distribution  Courts) 
to  decide  di^s^)llted  cases  incident  to  war-time  laws  and  retaliations. 
The  already  existing  (Vntrale  Kaad  van  Beroep  (Central  Court  of 
Appeal)  will  continue  to  serve  as  a  court  of  final  appeal,  and  in 
some  special  cases  will  art  as  a  court  of  first  instance. 

During  the  course  of  the  war  many  special  laws  and  regulations 
have  been  put  into  force  in  order  to  protect  the  people  as  far  as 
possible  fi-oin  the  evil  results  of  the  unusual  economic  conditions. 
The  most  important  of  these  laws  is  the  "Distribution  law,  1916," 
which  gives  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Commerce 
the  power  to  regulate  prices,  requisition  stocks  of  foodstutfs  and  ma- 
terials, etc.,  in  the  interest  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  Other  im- 
portant war-time  laws  and  regiilations  are:  The  law  of  August  3, 
1014,  to  control  exportation  and  transportation  of  certain  articles; 
the  law  of  March  11,  1916,  regarding  fees  for  export  consents;  the 
law  establishing  Netherlands  Export  Co.;  a  law  of  August  3,  1914, 
against  the  withholding  of  goods  from  the  market  and  against  un- 
reasonable prices:  regulations  in  virtue  of  the  emergency  timber  law; 
and  the  law  of  February  23,  1918,  regarding  the  slaughtering  or 
horses,  cattle,  and  pigs. 

As  a  result  of  these  laws  a  myriad  of  rules  and  regidations  have 
been  issued  and  a  great  amount  of  confusion  has  resulted.  Decisions 
of  a  nature,  which  by  reason  of  their  character  would  ordinarily  be 
dealt  with  by  a  court  of  justice  have  often  been  dealt  with  by  gov- 
ernmental officials  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and 
Commerce,    Many  complaints  have  been  the  result. 

In  an  explanatory  memorandum  furnished  by  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Industi-y.  and  Commerce  who  is  responsible  for  the  pro- 
posal of  this  law,  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  new  court 
will  not  exercise  any  jurisdiction  respecting  rules  and  regulations 
promulgated  by  such  organizations  as  the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust, 
which  is  from  a  legal  standpoint  strictly  a  private  concern.  The 
court's  jurisdiction  will  apply,  however,  to  all  regulations  incident  to 
the  administration  of  the  Netherlands  Export  Co.,  which,  though 
a  private  concern,  is  under  the  indirect  supervision  of  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture.  Industry,  and  Commerce. 

If  this  law  does  not  pass  the  States  General  within  the  few  re- 
maining days  of  the  session,  it  will  be  brought  up  again  for  con- 
sideration when  parliament  convenes  in  the  month  of  September. 
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BSAZU'S  BITBBEB  SHIFKENTS  DT  JULY. 

(Consul  George  n.  Flokercll,  Para,  Aug.  T,] 

The  exports  of  crude  rubber  from  the  Amazon  district  during  July, 
1918,  amounted  to  4,297,385  pounds.  Shipments  to  the  United  States 
aggregated  4,202,536  pounds  aK  compared  with  2,154,715  pounds  dur-, 
ing  the  corresponding  mouth  of  1917.  Exports  to  the  United  States 
consisted  of : 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  4,849  pounds  of  fine  raw  nibber  were 
shipped  to  the  South  of  Brazil.     There  weie  no  exports  to  Europe. 

XASEET  FOB  METAL  FnENITUBE  IK  ABaElTTINA 

ISpoclal  Agent  Harold  E.  Epcrley.] 

Interest  in  metal  office  furniture  is  growing  in  Argentina,  and 
with  proper  handling  such  equipment  would  find  a  good  market 
here.  That  there  is  less  call  for  tnis  line  than  for  wooden  furniture 
results  from  the  fact  that  those  who  represent  tlie  American  manu- 
facturers apparently  do  not  understand  tlie  advantages  of  using 
steel  equipment  and  are  not  giving  the  sale  of  it  proper  attention. 

One  argument  which  is  used  against  steel  furniture  is  that  the 
climate  oF  Argentina  is  not  one  which  necessitates  the  use  of  metal 
equipment,  as  does  that  of  Brazil  and  other  more  tropical  coimtries. 
Argentina  is  not  infested  with  wood-destroying  insects  nor  is  the 
climate  especially  hard  on  wood  furniture,  Ilowever,  it  maj'  be 
pointed  out  that  steel  furniture  is  popular  in  the  United  States  and 
other  countries,  where  tlie  climate  in  many  places  is  more  or  less 
the  same  as  in  Argentina. 

Another  consideration  is  that  steel  furniture  has  a  tendency  to  be 
cold,  and  in  the  wintertime  it  is  esi>eciaUy  disagreeable  in  offices  ' 
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wliicli  aro  not  lieaieiL  Tlie  scu-ciiy  o£  iueJ  ninkcs  the  heatiag  of 
boiidings  vei-y  expensire  and  tmmy  offices  we  ooli  Under  siich 
conditions  metal  fiirnitiire  is  not  so  agreeable  to  the  tonch  as  tBat 
made  of  wood.  However,  in  time  it  is  th(Higiit  thtt  tfiis  objection 
■wiil  p^duallr  diwippear,  as  heat  is  being  pTovided  in  the  new  office 
buildings. 

Steel  office  fiimilme  can  be  sold  in  Argentina,  and  a  well-direcled 
effort  to  place  it  on  the  market  will  succeed.  A  year  or  two  before 
the  outbfvak  of  tbe  war  a  refw^sentative  of  an  American  manufac- 
turer of  steel  equipment  had  coasiderabic  success  in  placing  his 
line  in  the  offices  of  se'^eral  business  liouees.  The  Kaitroad  Clearing 
House  and  tbe  Baitou  de  Xacion  are  supplied  with  a  ls>^  anioant 
of  it.  and  one  of  the  important  English  oanks"  is  fitted  uroughoat 
with  metal  fumitaire.  It  ha~s  given  good  strvice  and  is  wcH  liked. 
Many  of  tiie  American  couoerns  have  iHtnJused  deej  fuj^ture, 
and  «n  appreciable  amount  is  now  being  used  bj  the  native  firms. 

In  spite  of  present  prices,  which  are  exceedingly  high,  one  house 
reports  a  continual  ddnand  for  steel  files  and  card-index  cases. 
Without  doubt  au  iiuporUnt  business  could  be  done  in  steel  furni- 
ture now  that  it  has  been  introduced,  but  tliei-e  is  still  much  mis- 
sionaiy  work  and  educative  propaganda  necessary  before  it  will 
bo  generally  adopted.  As  it  has  a  somewhat  higlier  initial  cost  than 
wood  furniture  its  sah-  will  l)e  Just  so  much  rc^ricted,  as  at  present 
Argentina  is  largely  a  "price"  nutrket  rather  than  a  "quality" 
market  so  far  as  office  fni-nitiuv  is  .concerned,  Tliis  feature  of  the 
trade  could,  no  doubt,  be  overcome  by  proper  salesmanship. 
Xittle  CuwetitlAa  Will  Xe  Swomnaiertd. 

Amcrienn  niauufactnrers  wiil  find  pructiciilly  no  competition  in 
Ibe  field  of  metal  office  fniniture.  Th^re  aie  one  or  two  native 
firms  wliich  have  made  some  steel  letter  files  for  the  banks,  but  the 
files  proved  to  be  very  espeJjsive  and  do  not  give  satisfactory  sei-rice. 
The  trade  prefers  the  easier-woiting  and  better -ifinifdied  American 
filcj  and  domestic  nuuiu fa ctu pel's  will  not  be  able  to  <«>mpste  wh«ti 
freight  rates  are  lower.  One  or  two  Ii^uropean  manufucturers  haie 
endeavond  to  introduce  tbfix  prodnct.  but  up  to  the  present  time 
the  trade  lias  preferred  tlie  moii!  i>rac(iail  office  fninitiirc  from  the 
United  States. 

Argentina  should  be  a  market  of  considerable  inipoi-timce  to  steel- 
office- furniture  manufacturers  in  normal  times,  and  it  Is  believed  a 
food  business  is  to  be  obtained  ttnough  installing  correspondence 
les,  book,  and  document  siifes,  shelving,  etc.,  in  railroad  offices, 
banks,  commercial  houses,  libraries,  law  offices,  immicipai  offices,  and 
Government  buildings.  Verp  few  of  these  places  have  any  modem 
office  equipment,  and  they  should  be  a  source  of  a  fair  amount  of 
business  for  manufacturers  who  will  systematically  and  energetically 
set  about  to  introduce  their  product.  Up  to  the  present  time  no 
well-directed  effort  has  been  made  to  interest  tlie  Argentine  business 
men  in  modem  s-teel  office  facilities,  and  tlie  country  is  practically 
a  virgin  field  for  this  line  of  Amciican  good?^. 


According  to  tJie  Sorw^iaii  press  the  city  of  Ohristiania  is  aixiut 
to  appropriate  $4^00,000  for  extra  salaries  to  employees  to  compeaaiie 
for  increased  cost  of  living  for  the  year  1918-19. 
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TAPAH'8  OUTFUT  OF  VEOETABLE  OIJS. 

[Conaul  RoLeit  Fraicr,  Jr.,  Kobe,  Jul;  IS.] 

Owing  to  the  tx'emeudous  increase  in  demand  for  vegetable  oils  in 
the  United  States  during  the  past  two  j-£nrs,  the  soya-bean  and  coco- 
nut-oil mills  in  and  about  Kobe  have  enjoyed  remarkable  prosperity. 
At  present  there  is  an  output,  in  all  Japan,  of  223,500  cases  (7,550 
long  tons)  of  oil  per  month,  divided  about  as  follows ;  Soya-bean  oil, 
92,500  cases;  coconut,  08,000;  rapesecd,  44,000;  cottonseed,  16,000; 
peanut,  3,000. 

There  are  2o  large  vegetable-oil  mills  in  this  consular  district, 

Producing  approximately  75  per  cent  of  the  vegetable  oil  manu- 
ftctured  in  Japan.  All  except  tiiiee.  I  believe,  use  the  pressure  sys- 
'  tem  of  oil  cxpi-essJng,  the  other  three  use  the  benzine  e.\tiaction 
process.  Three  types  of  pressure  mills  are  generally  used:  (1)  The 
round  type,  with  a  bed  about  18  inches  in  diameter,  used  for  crush- 
ing beans  and  rapeseed;  (2)  the  oblong  flat -bed  type,  about  30  by  li 
inches,  used  for  pressing  copra,  and  (3)  the  bowl  type,  in  which  a 
stone  l)o\vl  is  pressed  into  a  mass  of  seed  pulp  Iielcl  by  iron  hoops, 
used  in  second  and  third  pressings  of  peanuts  and  beans.  One  mill 
in  Japan — the  Kashiwara  Oil  Mill — is  using  the  lat&st  type  of 
American  rotary  screw  oil  expressor.  AMien  filtering  is  necessary, 
the  usual  clay  filter  presses  are  used. 

Several  of  the  local  mills  are  now  expanding  their  works  in  order 
to  increase  the  cai>acities  or  to  adapt  the  mills  to  other  seeds.  One 
new  mill,  with  a  capacity  of  about  20,000  cases  monthly,  is  being 
erected  near  here,  Tlic  machinery  being  installed  is  usually  either 
American  or  Japanese  adaptations  of  American  cottonseed-oil  ma- 
chinery. 

DEHAITI)  FOR  ROPE  IN  CXTRAgAO. 

[Consul   Oforge  8.   MossersmllL,   Curasao.    West    Indira.   Aug.    8.1 

The  demand  for  rope  in  Curasao  is  confined  to  that  used  in  the 
schooner-building  industry.  The  imports  in  1016  were  valued  at 
$13,408.  of  which  $12,980  worth  came  fram  the  United  States;  and 
in  1917  at  $10,407.  of  which  $19,353  wortb  came  from  the  United 
States.  Prior  to  the  war  the  greater  part  of  the  imports  of  rope 
came  from  the  United  States. 

The  schooner-building  industry,  always  important  here,  has  in- 
creased in  importance  since  the  war.  The  two  yaids  are  operated 
by  the  Curasao  Trading  Co.  and  by  S.  E.  L.  Maduro  &  Sons. 
These  yards  also  do  a  great  deal  of  schooner  repairing,  CuraQao 
being  the  center  for  the  schooner  trade  between  Venezuela  and  Co- 
lombia ami  other  West  Indian  Islands.  Both  firms  import  their 
stocks  directly,  placing  their  orders  with  New  York  commission 
houses. 

HEW  TTKUGUATAN  EHOINEESniO  JOURNAL 

ICoDBul  William  DawsOD,  Moa(«vld»o,  July  IT.) 

A  new  bilingual  engineering  review,  called  Ingenieria  Sudameri- 
cana  (South  ^Vmerican  Engineering),  has  recently  been  founded  at 
Montevideo.  It  will  be  printed  in  Spanish  and  English  and  will  be 
devoted  to  engineering  and  allied  interests  in  American  countries. 
The  publishers  are  the  Engineering  Editorial  Co.,  Heconquista  634, 
Montevideo,  Uruguay.  ~  .  w^L- 
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CENSTT6  OF  THE  TTRSIIT  ISLASDS. 

The  results  of  a  census  of  the  Virgin  Islands  (formerly  the  Dan- 
ish West  Indies)  have  just  been  puBlished  in  an  octavo  volume  of 
174  pages.  The  inventory  was  made,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Cen>>us  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Eugene  F.  Hartlej',  chief 
statistician  for  manufactures  of  the  Census  liureau. 

The  report  shows  th»t  by  this  latest  territorial  acquisition  the 
area  of  the  United  States  wus  increased  slightly  more  than  132 
square  miles,  this  area  being  practically  that  of  the  three  principal 
islands,  St.  ('mix  (Santa  Cruz),  St.  John,  and  St.  Thomas.  There 
are  in  addition  about.  ")0  small  islands  or  cays,  the  largest  about  1 
mile  square. 

Interesting  and  significant  is  the  fact  that  while  the  United  States 
acquired  title  to  the  Virgin  Islands  by  treaty  with  Denmark  on 
August  4.  l!Hr>,  after  negotiations  of  more  than  half  a  century,  the 
language  of  the  people  is  English,  though  the  islands  were  under 
the  Danisli  flag  for  24.'i  years. 

In  1917  the  value  of  the  exports    from    the   United    States    to 
the  islands   was  $l,41fi..'^4-2,  and  of  the   imports  from   the  islands 
$1,259,60". 
Bte«Ay  Dcoreasc  in  Tcq^iUtloB — AcTleultare. 

The  population  as  of  November  1,  1!>17.  was  :it).ur>X:  comparison 
with  earlier  censuses  shows  the  population  has  steadily  decreased 
since  183i">.  when  it  numbered  43,178.  Of  the  total  persons  in  1917, 
1,922  were  white.  19,523  were  Negro,  and  4.606  mixed.  The  sex 
distribution  was  11,999  males  and  14.052  females.  The  returns 
showed  5,281  jwi-sons,  or  24.9  per  cent  of  the  poptdation  10  years  of 
age  or  over,  to  be  illiterate.  The  population  of  each  of  the  tliree 
principal  islands  in  1917  was  as  follows:  St.  Croix  14.301.  St. 
Thomas  10,191,  and  St.  John  959.  The  islands  contain  three  cities — 
Charlotte  Amalie,  on  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  with  a  population 
of  7,747;  and  Christiansted  and  Frederiks-ted,  on  the  island  of  St, 
Crois,  with  poi)ulations  of  4,574  and  3.144.  re.spectively. 

Agriculture  and  ammal  husbandry  engaged  6.084  of  the  total 
population  as  owners,  managers,  or  tenants,  on  the  430  farms  or  "  es- 
tates" on  the  islands.  These  farms  embraced  69.S92  acres  of  the 
84.781  acres  included  in  the  total  area  of  the  islands.  Of  the  4aO 
farms  reporte<l.  102  wei-e  operated  by  white  farmers  as  owners,  man- 
agers, or  tenants;  270  by  Negroes,  and  58  by  mixed-blood  farmers. 
The  average  size  of  farms  is  162.5  acres,  of  which  an  average  of  91.7 
acres  was  reported  as  improved  ami  70.8  acres  as  unimprovetl.  The 
total  value  of  farm  property  is  given  as  s;3.706.911.  The  mmiber  of 
farms  reporting  live  stock  was  381.  the  value  of  wliich  was  given  as 
$582,921.  Tlic  l(;tal  value  of  all  crops  for  the  vear  ended  October 
31,  1917.  w«s  given  as  S.'.22.<>0fi.  sugar  cane  contributing  $442,120  and 
hay  and  forage  $()7.."i«9. 
XKRvfaetnrinK  EitabUihmeBti  and  Fisheries. 

The  niiml)er  of  mauTifacturing  establishments  in  the  islands  was 
84,  of  which  65  were  located  on  St,  Croix.  3  on  St.  John,  and  16  on 
St.  Thomas,  The  Tiuniiier  of  |}ersons  engaged  in  manufactures  was 
842.  of  whom  OK.",  were  wage  earners.     The  capital  invested  was 
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$1,429,524;  the  value  of  materials  i        ,  ,        , 

products,  $1,232,247.  Of  the  total  value  of  products,  cane  sugar  con- 
tributed $978,188 ;  bread  and  other  bakery  pi-oducts,  $1112,544 ;  and  ' 
bay  rum,  $38,746.  The  manufacture  of  sugar  from  cane  employed 
62  per  cent  of  tlie  wage  earners,  76  per  cent  of  the  capital,  and  pro-  ' 
duced  80  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  the  products  of  manufactures. 
Distribution  and  hoiii-s  of  labor  of  the  gainfully  employed,  by  sex  , 
and  age,  are  interesting  features  of  the  population  and  manufactures 
statistics  of  the  report. 

The  census  of  the  fisheries  of  the  islands,  the  first  ever  taken,  shows 
a  total  of  380  persons  engage<l  in  the  industry,  a  capital  investment 
of  $11,002,  and  a  total  catch  for  the  year  valued  at  $44,436. 

In  addition  to  the  sections  devoted  to  statistics  of  population,  agri- 
culture, manufactures,  and  fisheries,  an  introductory  chapter  of  the 
report  gives  much  interesting  information  of  the  geography,  history, 
chmate,  etc.,  of  the  islands,  and  maps  and  illustrations  are  interesting 
features  of  the  publication.   . 

TEXTILE  SUBSTITUTES  IN  QESHAKY. 

An  article  appearing  in  the  Pfaelzische  Post,  a  German  newspaper 
published  at  Ludwigshafen-on-the-Rliine,  for  June  17,  1918,  thus  de- 
scribes a  new  textile  substitute  known  as  testilit : 

Tl>e  wnr  has  bronsht  to  light  the  most  diverse  substitute  msterialf.  A  really 
good  and  useful  material  to  tabe  the  pliite  of  tlie  missing  jute  is  to-day  the  so- 
ciilled  textillt.  Textilit  will  remain  after  tiie  war  uud  be  counted  among  the 
raw  materials  of  the  textile  IndiiRtry. 

TexUllt  Is  a  mixed  product,  the  result  of  it  paper  thread  and  a  fiber  thread 
being  twisted  together.  It  contains  only  a  very  .small  perrentiiRe  of  long  fiber, 
yet  has  proved  ttxelf  a  full  xubstilute  tor  linen  and  Juto.  Weaving  and  sewing 
yarns  and  webs  of  all  sorts,  also  bags,  are  made  from  It  The  uninitiated  can 
not  distinguish  the  new  products  from  tho  former  linen  or  Jute  fabrics. 
Through  the  admixture  of  fitwr  material  there  has  resulted  a  deoldeCiy  greater 
flrmne^  than  was  the  case  with  pure  imppr  fabrics. 

Already  2.S  of  tlie  lareest  factories  of  this  branch  are  engajn>il  In  preparing 
textlllt  and  have  formed  the  Deutsche  Text  ill  tgesellschaft  at  Hamburg.  By 
reason  of  the  ei:perleace  obtained  so  far  with  textlllt  it  if  destined,  In  view  of 
Its  good  qualities,  to  l)ocoiue  much  more  widely  known,  and  the  goods  mauufac- 
tnrecl  from  it  will  remain  in  use  even  after  tlie  war. 
Xestrictlona  on  Bed  Lin«n — ITcttle  Thread. 

As  indicative  of  the  growing  lack  of  all  textiles  in  Germany,  tho 
following  translation  of  a  notice  appearing  in  the  Lindauer  Tag- 
blatt,  Liiidau,  Bavaria,  for  June  17, 1918,  is  of  interest : 

The  Imperial  Clothing  Office  announces:  The  local  offices  for  the  examination 
and  issue  of  purchase  certificates  can  from  now  on  issue  purchase  certificates 
for  bed  linen  or  for  tbe  materials  wherewith  to  malie  same,  as  also  for  b«l 
tk'king,  only  to  sick  persons  against  a  doctor's  certificate.  Other  applicants 
nmst  be  dlrertMl  to  buy  paper-ynrn  products,  to  be  had  witlHiut  purchase  cer- 
tificates. It  Is  furthermore  forbidden  to  make  a  huslness  of  working  op  woven 
and  knit  materials  into  upholstered  goods,  especially  mattres-ses.  The  an- 
noiinccment  takes  effect  Unmeil lately, 

A  third  newspaper  item  relates  to  the  use  of  nettles: 

The  Neltle-Cultivallon  Swicty  in  Borlln  gives  to  all  nettle  collectors  who 
deliver  10  kilos  [22  pounds]  of  dried  stems  to  the  societv,  be-idcs  the  pay  for 
collecting,  a  roll  of  black  or  white  sewing  thread  matle  of  mixint  nectio  yarn 
free  of  charge  and  without  presentation  of  a  card  Ihls  Is  done  on  the  one 
hand  to  stimulate  collecting  and  on  the  other  hand  to  show  what  an  exeelieut 
thread  can  l)e  made  of  the  nettle  fiber.  It  is  therefore  In  the  Interest  of  every- 
one to  collect  this  valuable  fiber  plant  and  to  protect  bnmc  from  thoughtless 
destruction,  which  happens  especially  at  baying  time 
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FB0P05ED  BBAZZLUV  BUSOET  FOB  1919. 

IVIi'e  I,i>n8iil  Hicham  T,  Momspn.  Rio  do  Janclco.  Joiy  3.1 

Tlie  Prfsklent  of  Brazil,  in  a  recent  message  to  Congress,  presented 
Ihe  foUowitifr  eslimated  budget  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Federal  (ioveinnient  for  the  year  1919,  prepared  by  (he  Minister  of 
Finance : 

Beceipts  for  the  rear  1919  are  estimated  at  95.021.084  gold  roilreis 
(abont  :ii:>l.ll00,389' in  American  currency),  and  405,608,000  paper 
milreis  (abont  $101,402j000  in  American  cnrrency),  a  decrease  from 
the  voted  appropriationB  for  this  vear  of  80,S47.323  gold  milreis 
($16.903,4iiH  in  American  currency),  and  42,805.000  paper  milreia 
($10,701^rt0  in  American  currency).  The  decrease  in  the  estimate 
of  tlie  gold  budget  is  dne  to  the  elimination  of  the  item  relative  to 
the  revenues  to  be  derived  from  the  Lloyd-Brasileiro  steamers,  which 
figure  in  the  current  budget  to  the  amount  of  38,863,110  milreis. 
The  difference  in  tlie  estimate  of  the  paper-currency  budget  is  due  to 
the  sHppreKsion  of  a  stun  of  60,000  contos  of  mih'eis  from  the  item 
relating  to  the  issuance  of  Conversion  OiBce  notes. 
Tuwt  Pma  LaigMt  Keveane  Item. 

In  the  1010  inidget  the  revenue  from  taxes — which  forms  the 
largest  item.  viz.  (•.;l.r)a0.000  gold  milreis  ($34,727,396),  and  230,- 
478,000  paper  milreis  (»57,61i).500)— is  estimated  as  follows,  dis- 
tributed according  to  source: 
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The  estimate  on  imiwrt  duties  is  equal  to  that  of  the  1918  budget. 
It  seems  evident,  from  the  receipts  of  the  first  semester  of  this  year, 
that  this  item  in  the  current  budget  will  be  fully  realized. 

The  item  of  internal  revenue  js  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the 
levies  of  1917,  wliich  amounted  to  114,819,464  paper  milreis  ($28,- 
704.866),  and  of  the  estimate  for  1918,  viz,  121.500,000  ($30,375,000), 
of  which  the  sum  of  47,868,257  ($11,967,004),  or  slightly  more  than 
one-third  of  tlje  total  estimate,  was  collected  during  the  first  four 
months  of  the  current  year. 
Zncame  Tases — Reventie  from  Public  Serrices. 

Income-tax  receipts  for  1919  are  also  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the 
levies  of  1917.  being  reduced,  however,  from  the  sum  of  218,^9  gold 
milreis  ($119'306)  and  24,084,000  paper  milreis  ($6,021,000)  to  the 
proposed  figiue  of  150,000  gold  milreis  ($81,930)  and  16,360,000 
paper  milreis  ($4,090,000)j  largely  on  account  of  the  50  per  cent 
reduction  in  taxes  on  salaries  and  subsidies. 

Postal  receipts  for  1919  are  estimated  at  10,000  contos  of  milreis 
(^,500,000).  the  1917  figure  having  been  9,643,271  paper  milreis 
($2,410,818): 
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The  tel^raph  lines  are  expected  to  yield  in  1919  the  sum  of 
800,000  goM  milreis  ($436,960)  and  10.000,000  paper  milreis  ($2,- 
600,000),  or  practically  the  equivalent  of  the  receipts  of  1917. 

The  estimated  revenue  to  be  derived  fi'om  the  Central  Kaihray  in 
1919  is  placed  at  62,500,000  paper  milreis  ($15,625,000),  or  prac- 
tically the  equivalent  of  the  actual  receipts  of  1917. 

The   deposits   of  the   Federal   Government   in   European    banks 
amount  at  the  present  time  to  £1,600.000   ($17,500,000),  which  is 
more  than  enough  for  the  exigencies  of  the  current  year. 
Expenditures  of  the  Varioni  Hinlstriei. 

The  total  expenditures  for  1919  are  estimated  at  80.369,827  gold 
milreis  ($43,898,000)  and  476,641,194  paper  milreis  ($119,1"" -"^ 
divided  among  the  ministries  as  follows : 
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Delelt  Shown  by  Estimates.  • 

From  a  comparison  of  the  foregoing  estimated  receipts  and  ex- : 
penditnres,  it  is  seen  that  the  budget  of  the  Brazilian  Government 
for  1919  contemplates  a  deficit  in  paper  currency  of  71.033,194  milreis 
($17,758,299).  This  will  be  somewhat  offset  by  an  estimated  surplus 
in  gold  currency  of  14,651,207  milreis,  which,  when  converted  into 
paper  milreis  at  an  exchange  rate  of  13^d.,  will  amount  to  29,302,413 
milreis  ($7,325,603).  and  thus  will  reduce  the  total  estimated  deficit 
to  $41,730,781  milreis  ($10,432.6!)5). 

For  the  elimination  of  this  deficit,  no  increases  in  taxation  or  new 
sources  of  revenue  are  proposed.  The  present  taxes  are  considered 
already  too  heavy,  and  to  increase  them  would  be  to  commence  sacri- 
ficing the  economic  resources  of  the  country.  In  the  opinion  of  Bra- 
zilian officials,  the  elimination  of  the  deficit  is  preferably  to  be  sought 
in  the  development  of  the  Brazilian  merchant  marine.  The  ships 
which  were  loaned  to  France  will  produce  during  the  current  vear  a 
revenue  of  38,863.110  gold  milreis  ($21.2-27.030) ;  and  the  authorities 
hope  that  the  activities  of  the  Lloyd- BraMleiro  steamship  line  may 
be  extended  in  such  a  way  as  to  accomplish  the  ultimate  elimination 
of  the  deficit. 
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OPEBATIOMS  OP  JAVA'S  SUOAK  COMBIITE. 

The  British  (Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  July  25 
contains  the  following  report  of  the  acting  vice  consul  at  Soerabaya, 
Java  on  the  operations  of  the  sugar  trust  formed  to  stabilize  pric«e 
for  the  1917  crop  of  the  Xetlierlands  East  Indies : 

The  quantity  of  sugar  produced  in  1917  conatitutes  a  record 
amounting  to  29,5l>2,C3o  piculs,  contrasted  with  20,108,100  piculs 
in  1916  and  21,178,700  piculs  in  1915.     (Picul=133i  pounds.) 

Speculators  who  were  the  chief  holdere  of  the  1917  crop,  did  their 
utmost  to  inaintiiin  the  prices  at  n  high  level,  ns  they  lioped  that 
sooner  or  later  the  British  Govermnent  would  be  large  buyers.  When, 
however,  at  the  approach  of  the  grinding  season  they  saw  that  the 
situation  was  not  improving,  and  Umt  the  hoped-for  demand  did 
not  set  in,  they  began  to  realize  the  danger  of  tlieir  situation ;  and 
when,  in  June,  it  iippeai-ed  that  even  the  financially  strong  Chinamen 
would  not  be  able  to  meet  their  obligations,  serious  trouble  was  at 
hand. 
Fmnation  of  Bngar  Trnrt. 

Producers  and  those  banUers  wlio  had  large  sums  outstanding  in 
advances  against  already-delivered  sugars,  foimd  it  necessary  to  join 
hands  in  order  to  deal  effectively  with  the  situation.  Then  followed 
a  series  of  conferences  between  sellers  and  buyers,  bankers  and 
speculators,  but  without  any  practical  result. 

After  having  consulted  interested  parties  in  Holland,  it  was  de- 
cided to  found  a  trust,  the  chief  object  of  which  was  to  be  the  selling 
at  uniform  prices  of  the  remainder  of  the  1917  crop  and  of  su^ 
su^rs  ns  had  reverted  to  producers  on  aceoimt  of  the  purcliasers  not 
bemg  able  to  meet  their  liabilities.  To  anive  at  an  understanding 
between  the  parties  in  Holland  and  those  in  Java  was  by  no  means 
an  easy  matter,  especially  as.  at  the  time,  telegraphic  communica- 
tion between  the  Xetherlands  and  its  colonies  had  been  interrupted. 
In  consequence,  mucli  time  was  lost,  during  which  those  concern.s 
which  had  not  joined  the  trust  were  able  to  sell  their  stocks. 

The  forming  of  the  trust  did  much  to  steady  the  market  by  pre- 
venting a  sudden  drop  of  prices  on  account  of  competition  among 
sellers.  On  the  other  hnnd,  an  institution,  the  control  of  which  is  in 
the  hands  of  a  president  and  two  directors  at  Samarang,  a  vice  presi- 
dent and  two  directors  in  Soerabaya,  and  a  permanent  representa- 
tive and  an  advisory  comtniftee  in  Amsterdam,  is  not  in  a  position 
to  act  promptly  ajid  unanimously,  especially  at  a  time  when  tele- 
graphic communications  are  constantly  lieing  interrupted.  The  re- 
sult was  that  9,000,000  piculs  remained  unsold  at  the  end  of  the  year 
out  of  a  totiil  of  13,.'>00,000  piculs. 
Export  Trade  Hampered. 

Several  factors  tended  to  aggravate  the  situation  by  hampering  the 
export  trade,  tlie  most  important  of  these  being  the  unshipped  bal- 
ance of  the  1910  crop,  c^^timated  to  amount  to  about  5,000,000  picnls, 
the  ever- increasing  difficulty  in  obtaining  ship  room,  the  fluctuations 
of  exchange,  tlie  prospect  of  a  large  crop  in  botli  Java  and  Cuba,  and, 
during  the  intit  three  iiioiitlis  of  the  year,  the  stoppage  of  telegraphic 
commuuiciilioii  between  the  Netlierhinds  East  Indies  and  Holland. 

,1    I  .Goo»^lc 
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Certain  of  these  factors  influenced  the  direction  of  tlie  trade,  the 
changes  taking  place  being  apparent  in  the  following  table : 
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Compared  witli  191C,  the  exports  to  Europe  declined  by  50  per  cent 
in  1917.  Although  the  quantity  exprn-ted  to  Britisli  India  shows  a 
decrease  of  over  50,000  tons,  this  shortage  was  counterbalanced  by. 
the  increased  quantity  exported  to  Singapore,  where  much  Java 
sugar  was  transshipped  to  British  Indian  ports.  The  trade  via 
SingHpore  was  not  open  to  the  regular  shippers  to  British  India 
for  the  reason  that  participation  therein  would  have  invalidated  their 
right  to  claim  freight  rebiite;^. 


GOMHENBATION  FOR  LIGHTHOUSE  EMPLOYEES. 

iSeci-etary  of  Conimei-co  Kedheld  has  ivii'titly  comuiended  the  fol- 
lowing employees  of  tlie  Bureau  of  Lightliousch  for  special  services 
rendered  in  the  performance  of  their  duties: 

Messrs.  H.  C.  Groom,  keeper,  ami  Beiijiimin  D.  Prtniton.  »e(Miiil  usslstant 
keeper  of  Thimble  Shoal  Light  Station.  Va.,  for  KuiBX  to  tbo  asslstuiice  of  six 
peisoiis  in  ti  ilisiibled  motor  bout  nml  tuxvin^  them  ic)  llunu'toii  Creek,  on 
AusHst  I,  I91S. 

Mr.  wniluni  HiU,  kceiKT  of  OiilniKleii  Ranw  I-ifiht  Slntlmi.  I.u..  for  miluclng 
one  of  the  ranne  llRhtn  destro.vert  l>y  tbe  storm  of  Aupist  6,  1B1H,  miO  for  mring 
for  a  ileKlitliti^  fiimll.v  lii  Ihc  vicinity  of  tbe  llRtit  Httiliou.  whinte  iluHllng  was 
unroofeil  by  the  storm. 

JlrM.  llQfH  P.  Wright,  wife  of  the  Drst-nssi stunt  Ki'i'i^cr  of  Mnultowot  Light 
Station,  Wis.,  for  uj^slstniiee  rendpnHl  on  August  fl,  101S,  in  Kulng  in  a  gasoline 
launch  to  the  res<'iie  of  a  drowning  girl  nt  tlie  iimnk-i|)jil  lialhliic  bench  at 
Manitowoc,  and  also  in  reHOulnit  from  drnwniiiK  a  man  n-lio  tind  attempted  to 
save  tbe  girl. 

luaat:  Untten,  coamiaiider  of  ibe  lender  IluUii,  uui)  the  oilier  otni'ers  aud  tbe 
crew  of  tbe  teniler,  for  towiug  tlio  disiiblod  sfliooiier  \rUir  fnmi  riierry  Point 
to  andiorage  In  Jackson  Creek,  Vn..  on  August  9.  1018. 

Mr.  Oscar  J.  T^ouks,  flrst -assistant  keeper  of  Middle  Inland  LigUt  Ktetion, 
Micb.,  for  service  rendered  on  August  9,  1018,  In  liolng  to  tbe  usiiistanee  of  tbe 
yacht  Companion,  of  Detroit,  which  was  stranded  on  Crooked  Island  with  15 
men  aboard,  and  in  taking  three  members  of  (bo  crew  to  the  Coast  Guard 
Station  at  Thnndor  Bay  Island  ami  reporting  the  stranded  condition  of  the 
yacht. 
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^     CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  6KEAT  BKITAIN. 

[Consul  AugUBliis  E.  Idgrnin,  Bridford,  England,  Adb.  12.1 

All  indications  at  the  present  time  point  to  an  abundant  harvest. 
In  spite  of  the  lieavy  rains  in  July,  very  little  of  the  wheat  crop  has 
suffered,  but  is  standing  up  well.  Wlieat  is  the  best  grain  crop 
generally;  barlej-  also  promises  well;  but  oats  vary  considerably 
according  to  locality.  Indeed,  (he  latest  report  is  that  the  cereal 
crops  as  a  whole  will  be  the  best,  both  as  to  yield  and  quality,  siftce 
1914. 

A  certain  amount  of  hay  has  been  damaged  by  rain,  but  meadow 
hay  is  geneially  above  the  average  in  quantity  and  is  of  excellent 
quality. 

The"  potato  crop  benefited  considerably  by  the  rain.  Early  varie- 
ties have  given  very  satisfactory  yields,  and  the  main  crop  is  said 
never  to  have  looked  healthier. 

The  root  crops  have  not  done  very  well.  During  June  and  'the 
early  part  of  July  the  turnip  fly  did  considerable  damage.  Farmers 
will  probably  have  some  difficulty  in  securing  feed  for  sheep  and 
cattle,  as  mangolds  and  swedes  are  very  patchy. 

Fruit  is  said  to  be  exceptionally  scarce,  particularly  plums,  pears, 
and  damsons.    Apples  are  not  more  than  half  a  crop.    The  hedgerows 
are  laden  with  blackberries,  and  school  children  are  being  organ- 
ized to  pick  them  during  their  holidays. 
The  tabor  Question— Allotment  Qardeni. 

The  labor  question  is  the  great  problem,  as  so  many  men  have 
been  taken  for  the  army.  Yorkshire  has  lost  some  3,000  of  its  best 
farm  hands.  German  prisoners  are  now  being  utilized.  Women 
workers  are  also  being  largely  employed,  as  also  Boy  Scouts  and 
school  boys.  On  many  farms  the  supply  of  horses  and  machinery 
is  very  inadequate,  but  the  Food  Production  Department  is  lending 
self-binders,  motors,  wagons,  and  teams. 

A  recent  press  announcement  states  that  agricultural  laborers' 
wages  have  been  generally  advanced  considerably,  in  some  places, 
being  now  double  what  they  were  before  the  war. 

The  number  of  holdet-s  of  allotment  gardens  for  growing  vegeta- 
bles has  grown  throughout  the  country  from  570,000  to  1,400,000. 
Whereas  there  was  previously  only  1  in  12  householders  having  an 
allotment,  there  is  now  1  in  every  5  giving  his  spare  time  to  the 
production  of  food.  There  are  approximately  200,000  acres  of  land 
devoted  to  allotment  production. 

(Vice  CoiiKul  Tbomaa  II,  Bovau,  Cilasgow,  ScotUod,  Aug,  10.] 

Ontlook  Satlifftctory  In  Seotland. 

The  monthly  agricultural  report  of  the  Scottish  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, as  published  in  the  local  pre-ss,  states  that  wheat  continues  to 
do  well  and  i>romises  to  be  a  full  crop.  Barley  promises  to  be  at 
least  an  average  crop,  while  oats,  which  have  much  improved  by  tho 
rains,  will  probably  be  below  the  average  in  yield  per  acre.  Beans 
are  doing  well  everywhere,  and  the  crop  is  estimated  to  he  an  average 
one.  Tho  condition  of  potatoes  is  satisfactory  generally,  and  no 
reports  of  disease  have  so  far  been  received.  Turnips  and  swedes 
have  improved  somewhat,  but  they  are  still  likely  to  be  tho  wonit 
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crop  of  the  season.  Maiifjolds  appear  to  be  nn  averngo  crop.  Tlio 
hay  harvest  h  fnirly  satisfactory.  Fruit  crops  on  iho  whole  are 
poor,  grazing  cattle  are  thriving,  dairy  cows  are  in  fair  condition, 
and  liiil  slieep  are  very  satisfactory. 

The  supply  of  lahor  until  recently  has  liecn  inndeqiiafe.  and  diffi- 
culty was  experienced  in  securing  the  huy  harve.st  and  attending  to 
the  turnip  cn)p.  This  is  being  gradiudl'v  overcome  by  the  release 
of  ,^j>,000  soldiers  for  the  harvest  work  in  Scotland,  and  it  is  exiiectod 
that  the  hibor  difficulties  will  consequently  be  diminished  for  the 
remainder  of  the  harvest  season. 


JAPANESE  SEHANS  FOB  LEATHEE  BELTHrG. 

(Cimaul  Uobcct  Fcnier,  Jr..  Kolw,  July  12.] 

There  is  a  steady  demand  in  Japan  for  foreign  belting,  especially 
American  belting,  as  can  bo  seen  from  the  following  taule  showing 
impprte  of  belting  into  Japan  from  1913  to  1917,  with  the  principal 
countries  of  origin  and  ports  of  entry  for  1917 : 


Ytbrs,  counlrin  ot  orlcin,  and  pom  ol  eotry , 

Pounds. 

v^.. 

fl,BS7 

ai'oio 

As  can  be  seen  from  these  figures,  the  principal  part  of  the  im- 
ported belting  comes  from  the  United  States  antl  tlie  largest  prop8r- 
tion  is  import^id  into  Kobe.  This  is  because  Osaka,  Kyoto,  and 
Nagoya,  three  of  the  most  important  industrial  cities  of  the  Empire, 
are  in  this  consular  district  and  draw  their  supplies  through  Kobe. 
Slsei  in  Demand— Large  Troductloa  and  Esporti — Hvtj. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  sizes  of  belting  usually  carried  in  stock 
by  the  supply  houses,  as  the  sizes  vary  according  to  the  locality. 
T^at  is,  in  Kyoto  and  Nagoya  the  small  sizes  suitable  for  spinning 
and  weaving  machines  are  in  demand,  while  in  Osaka  and  Kobe  the 
larger  sizes,  suitable  for  steel  plants  and  shipbuilding  yards,  are 
principally  found.  However,  the  demand  in  Japan  is  said  to  cover 
all  sizes,  from  1-inch  lilting,  such  as  is  used  on  silk  filatures,  to  4s- 
inch  belting,  suitable  for  the  main  driving  shaft  in  a  steel  mill. 

Leather  helting  is  pi-oduced  in  large  quantities  iii  Japan,  the  ex- 
ports alone  of  this  article  amounting  to  over  $100,000  per  year.  Tha 
quality  of  Japanese  belting,  however,  is  said  to  be  inferior  to  tlie  bet- 
ter cjunlities  of  imported  belting  and  consequently  the  domestic  pro- 
duction has  not  entirely  killed  tlie  demand  for  imported  belts.  Ko 
statistics  of  Uie  production  arc  available,  but  it  is  estimated  that  90 
per  cent  of  the  demand  is  filled  by  belting  of  local  manufacture.  The 
belting  exported  from  Japan  goes  principally  to  Kwantung  I^eased 
Territory  and  China. 

The  Japanef-e  import  duty  on  leather  belting  is  $18.53  per  100  kin, 
or  $14.04  per  100  pounds. 
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SWISS  FOEEION  TEASE  IN  ROPE  AHD  COSSAGE. 
[Consul  Walter  n.  Schulz,  Borne.] 

Little  twine  and  coid  is  imported  by  Switzerland,  Germany  for- 
merly fiiriii^lied  small  quantities  of  the  better  qualities  used  here, 
and  Italy  supplied  some  of  the  lower  grades.  Both  sources  of  sup- 
ply, however,  are  now  cut  off.  but  owing  to  the  present  reduced  re- 
quirements of  the  country,  Swiss  manufacturers  are  able  to  meet 
home  needs.  A  lively  demand  for  the  raw  materials  used  in;  the 
manufacture  of  cord  and  twine  has  resulted. 

Switzerland's  chief  foreign  trade  in  rope  and  cordage  is  in  siites 
nnder  8  millimeters  (0.315  inch)  in  diameter.  The  following  table 
gives  the  imports  and  exports  of  all  sizes  during  1914,  the  latest  year 
for  which  statistics  are  available. 
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Another  article  for  binding  purposes  used  in  the  local  trade  is 
made  of  cotton  and  is  manufactured  locally  in  various  colors  and 
widths.  Very  often  lettering  and  advertising  matter  appear  on  it. 
The  better-class  shops,  such  as  pastry  shops,  drug  stores,  and  sta- 
tionery dealei-s,  seem  to  prefer  it  to  tKe  more  ordinary  cordage. 


NEW  ZEALAND  FUBCHASES  AUSTBAIIAN  WHEAT. 

[CoQsul  Gea(?ral  Altred  A.  Wintlow,  Auckland,  July  10.] 

It  is  nnnounced  that  the  New  Zealand  Government  has  purchased 
2.000.000  bushels  of  wheat  at  $1.36  per  bushel  in  Australia  to  supply 
the  shortage  for  the  1017-18  harvest.  (See  Commerce  Repokts  for 
Aug,  14,  1918.)  This  wheat  is  to  be  handled  by  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  delivered  to  the  millers  in  this  country  as  demands 
require.  The  Go^■ernment  is  reported  to  have  thoroughly  disc;is.sed 
■with  the  farmers  the  matter  of  wheat  production  for  next  season, 
with  the  result  that  there  will  be  a  decrease  in  the  acreage  during 
the  coming  season.  So  this  purchase  is  made  to  cover  the  shortage 
1  of  last  j'oar  and  the  prospective  shortage  for  next  season. 
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SAAUfZH'O  TffR  ZUIfiSB  ZK£. 

[OomiMrclal  A*tnch*  Pmil  t,.  Kdirards,  Tlie  Unpuo.  NetbortBoas.! 

For  many  decades  tlie  question  of  draining  the  Zuider  Zee  so  that 
it  might  be  converted  into  tillable  soil  lias  been  actively  dLsciLsscd  by 
the  Dutch  people.  The  successful  results  secured  by  the  draining 
of  the  Haarlemmei-niecr  (Haiirleui  Lake)  in  the  period  1840-1852, 
when  17,S10  liectares  (ubout  44,000  acres)  of  amble  soil  were  added 
to  Iltilland's  superficial  area,  led  tlie  Dutch  pcoph'  to  di'eam  of  much 
Iat^-I'  projects,  and  as  early  as  18u0  the  problem  of  draining  the 
Zuidcr  Zee  was  being  actively  discussed. 

In  188C  a  self-appointc<l  committee,  comprising  some  of  Holland's 
most  representative  men,  formed  the  Zuider  Zee  Vei^-eniging  (Zuid«r 
Zee  Association),  which  undertook,  at  its  own  e:ipense.  engirreering 
examinattonts  rcgnrding  the  physical  practicability  of  diking  off  the 
Zuider  Zee,  the  draining  of  the  lake  which  would  thereby  be  formed, 
and  the  ada])tAbility  for  horticultural  and  agricultural  purposes  of 
the  soil  which  forms  the  bottom  of  the  gidf.  .is  a  result  of  the  activi- 
ties of  this  asso<riation  bills  for  the  druiniufr  of  the  Zuider  Zee  have 
from  time  to  time  been  introduced  into  the  States-General  (hut 
widioul  success) ;  until  in  September,  191C  [see  Cohmekcs  BEpotrrs 
for  Oct  11.  lOlC],  the  present  bill  was  finally  introduced.  After 
various  modificaiious  this  bill  was  finally  passed  by  both  Chon^rs 
of  Legislature,  and  oa  June  14, 1918,  it  received  the  Royal  signature 
making  it  law. 

Tork  Is  Sivided  into  Two  Ibaies. 

The  woik  of  turning  the  bottom  of  the  Zuider  Zee  into  fields  and 
gardens  is  divided  into  two  distinct  phases:  First,  the  building  of  the 
great  IS-mile  dike  from  the  Island  of  Wieringen  {close  to  the  coast 
of  the  Province  of  Xortli  Holland)  to  the  coast  of  the  Province  of 
Friesland  near  the  tovn  of  Piam;  and,  second,  the  construction  of 
four  dams  or  dikes  within  the  sea  and  the  draining  and  reclaiming 
of  the  lund  back  of  those  barriers. 

The  maximum  depth  of  water  which  tlie  gi'eat  dike  will  encounter 
is  ubotit  4  meters  (1^.1  feet)  below  mean  average  sea.  level;  the  aver- 
age depth  will  be  3.T5  meters  (12.3  feet)  below  mean  average  sea 
level.  The  hciglit  above  sea  level  will  run  from  5,35  metera  (17.6 
feet)  on  the  west  (North  Holland)  end,  to  5,7.")  raetei-s  (18.9  feet)  on 
the  Friesland  end.  It  is  believed  by  the  engineers  who  planned  the 
dike  tliat  the  higji-wuter  level  on  tlie  eastern  end  will  be  above  that 
on  the  western  end  as  n  result  of  the  currents  Itetwct-n  the  Waadden 
Islands  (Vlieland  and  Terschelling  Islands), 

The  first  steji  in  the  construction  of  the  great  dike  will  be  the 
building  of  an  island  out  of  stone  and  brtisli  covered  with  sand  and 
clay.  From  this  island  the  constriiction  will  pi"oceed  in  both  direc- 
tions. The  work  will  then  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  so- 
called  "grondstuk*^  (ba.sic  piece),  a  small  dike  about  30  meters  498 
feet)  wide,  rocsisting  also  of  brush  and  sand  with  lateral  facings  of 
stone  and  an  upper  facing  of  stone  slabs. 
CoBstrnctioa  and  Cost  of  Oreat  Dike, 

The  construction  of  tlie  niubi  dike  will  follow  the  construction  of 
the  basic  dike  by  a  few  yards.     The  body  of  the  main  dike  will 


878  COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

consist  also  of  sand  on  a  base  of  brush  and  stone,  or  concrete,  with 
a  surface  covering  of  clay.  The  ontside  lateral  surface  will  be  faced 
with  a  basalt  riprap.  A  double-track  railroad  will  run  along  the 
dike  on  the  inside. 

It  is  estimated  that  1,500,000  cubic  meters  of  clay  will  be  used 
in  the  making  of  the  above-mentioned  .surface.  This  clay  will  be 
dredged  from  the  bottom  of  the  Zuider  Zee,  and  will  also  be  trans- 
ported from  the  Island  of  Wieringen  as  waste  material  of  a  cajial 
which  will  there  be  under  construction. 

A  total  of  98G,0O0  square  meters  (1,179,250  square  yards)  of  sur- 
face are  to  be  covered  with  basalt  in  the  manner  mentioned  above, 
The  total  weight  of  stone  so  to  be  used  is  estimated  at  508,000  tons. 
This  basalt  whI  all  be  brought  from  Scandinavia.  The  total  volume 
of  thedike  is  estimated  to  be  over  30,000,000  cubic  meters  {39,238,000 
cubic  yards). 

The  estimated  ccst  of  the  great  dike  proper  is  28,000,000  florins 
($11,256,000  at  nonnal  exchange).  Other  construction,  bringing  the 
total  outlay  for  first  stage  of  the  work  to  66,250,000  florins  ($26,632,- 
500),  will  have  to  take  place  simultaneously;  this  includes  certain 
improvements  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kiver  Yssel  (the  largest  river 
which  empties  into  the  Zuider  Zee),  the  construction  of  a  fJiort  dike 
between  the  Island  of  Wieringen  and  the  Province  of  North  Hol- 
land (to  make  the  closing-off  complete),  and  the  dredging  of  an 
inland  canal  in  Friesland  to  connect  the  inner  sea  with  the  outer. 
Four  Reolalmed  Areas — Fertile  Soil — Indemnltlei  [or  Flibermen. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  completion  of  the  first  stage  of  the  work 
as  described  above  will  require  nine  years.  In  the  eighth  year  work 
will  commence  on  the  northwest  polder  (reclaimed  area),  which  is 
expected  to  be  finally  completed  in  the  fourteenth  year  after  the 
commencement  of  construction.  The  southeast  polder  will  be  com- 
menced in  the  eleventh  year  and  finislied  in  the  twenty-fourth;  the 
southwest  will  be  commenced  in  the  twenty-first  year  and  finished 
in  the  twenty-eighth;  and  the  last  polder  (northeast)  will  be  com- 
menced in  the  twenty-fifth  year  and  finished  in  the  thirty-third. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  polders  Is :  Northwestern,  15.9r)0.006  florins 
($6,411,900) ;  southeastern,  72.650.000  florins  ($29,205.300) ;  south- 
western, 28.1.S0.O00  florins  ($11,308,200);  northeastern,  38,220,000 
florins  ($15..364,440). 

Including  the  06.250,000  florins  mentioned  for  the  first  stage  of 
the  work,  the  total  cost  will  approximate  222.000,000  florins  ($89,- 
244,000  at  normal  exchange).  The  area  to  be  thus  added  to  Holland 
will  be  211.830  hectares  (about  523.440  acres),  of  which  194,000 
(479,380  acres)  are  cultivable  clay  soil. 

"Within  15  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  work,  the 
land  of  the  first-  polder  will  be  readv  for  cultivation.  The  area  of 
this, polder  is  21.700  hectares  (about"  53,600  acres),  of  which  18.700 
hectares  (46,200  acres)  are  exjiected  to  bo  fertile  soil.  It  is  stated 
that  all  of  the  fertile  soil  in  each  polder  will  consist  of  clav  of  vary- 
ing degrees  of  excellency.  liuring  a  long  period  tests  have  been 
made  of  the  composition  of  the  Zuider  Zee  bottom,  and  the  experts 
;  who  have  studied  the  matter  assure  those  Hollanders  who  are  in- 
'  dined  to  be  skeptical  as  to  the  worth  of  the  soil  which  is  to  be 
1  created,  that  their  fears  are  groundless. 
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As  tlio  inclosed  Zuider  Zee  will  commence  turning  frcsli  as  soon 
as  it  is  cut  off  from  the  open  ocean,  it  is  expected  thnt  certain  kinds 
of  fish  will  disappear.  This  will  be  a  serious  blow  to  the  Zuider 
Zee  fishermen.  But  the  most  serious  l>low  wil!  come  when  tlie  area 
is  restricted  to  a  small  lake  ant^  im|H>rtant  fishing  villages  such  sis 
VoUendam  and  Marken  will  no  longer  be  lom-lied  by  water.  A 
special  law  will  be  passed  providing  for  adequate  indemoification 
of  the  fishermen,  and  apprupriuting  fimdr.  for  the  removal  and  re- 
establishment  of  their  industry  on  the  (.■oH>t  of  the  Norlh  Sea. 
Prelimiiiaiy  Steps  ABrcady  Taken. 

The  law  providing  for  the  draining  of  the  Zuider  Zee  which  has 
just  received  the  Itoyal  approval  designates  2.000.(100  florins  <$804,- 
000)  per  year  for  a  period  of  14  yeai^s,  to  be  used  for  interest  on 
money  borrowed  to  carry  on  the  construction  work.  Tlie  Govern- 
ment expects  t<»  receive  about  SO  florins  per  hectare  ($18  per  acre) 
per'jear  for  the  reclaimed  soil.  The  average  rent  paid  for  agricul- 
tural and  horticultural  land  in  IflOT  was  110  florins  per  hectare  (iplS 
per  acre). 

A  commission  has  already  been  named  to  take  neces.sary  prepara- 
tory steps  for  the  commencement  of  construction.  The  1918  budget 
appropriates  30,000  florins  ($12,060)  for  the  expenses  connected 
with  this  commission. 


FUKCEASES  IS  UKITED  STATES  BT  BRAZILIAN  I^IFARTlIEin  OF 

AaBICULTUEE. 

IVIcp  roDHul  HIchard  P.  Momsrti,  Rio  de  Jnnplro.  July  02.] 

X  report  has  just  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  by 
Dr.  Carlos  Moreira,  Professor  of  Entomology  of  the  National 
Museum,  who  recently  made  an  (^cial  trip  to  the  United  States  for 
the  Brazilian  MinistiT  of  Agriculture.  Purchases  were  made 
through  an  American  firm  of  exporters  in  New  York  City  and  pay- 
ments were  made  by  30  days"  sight  drafts  against  the  delivery  of 
merchandise.  .iVmong  the  puichases  made  was  a  large  assortment  of 
agricnitural  implements  and  considerable  quantities  of  wheat  for 
planting  nurposes.  Dr.  Moreira  speaks  of  the  courtesies  extended  to 
him  by  tW  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  where  he 
was  assisted  in  the  selection  of  thoroughbred  animah>  for  breeding 
purpofjcs  and  in  the  puiYhaso  of  barley,  oats,  and  rye  for  planting  in 
Brazil.  He  also  purchased  20  head  of  Jerniy  cattle  as  wel!  as  10 
Guernseys.  More  than  200  head  of  thoroughbred  hogs  were  also  pur- 
chased, as  well  as  verious  chemicals  for  insecticide.  His  purchases 
also  comprin'  400  tons  of  tinplate,  which  have  arrived  in  Brazil. 


FABH  WAGES  IN  FIFESHIKE,  SCOTLAIO). 

[CousuL  II.  I).  Van  Saol.  DiinfrrniMiic  .lug.  :;.] 

According  to  figures  gathered  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  National 
Farmers'  X'nion  at  Cupar,  in  the  Dunferudine  consular  district,  the 
amount  of  wages  received  by  farm  laborers  or  servunt-s  in  Fife  at 
the  present  time  is  $300  yearly,  while  the  value  of  housing  and  per- 
qwsite?)  brings  this  sinn  up  to  about  $r)7ii.  This  is  an  average  of 
over  $11  per  week  to  a  farm  servant,  claimed  at  the  meeting  as  the 
highest  rate  of  farm  wages  paid  in  the  I'nited  Kingdom. 

I  .Goot^lc 
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FOEEiaN  TItADE  OFFOBTimiTIES. 

Referred  aditr<Hiii«a  mar  be  oblnlnpd  rrom  tbe  BnrrBi 

ilve  olIlcvB.     KviiUfHt  for  ench  oiJpnrtUDlty  Bhould  be  od  a  stparsti 

opportnnlty  unnLlrvF.     The   Bureaa   does  not   furnlab   ^ri^lt    l_ ^.    _„  „.^ 

rrHpoDslblllly  nn  to  the  standlnK  oC  foreini  Inquirer* :  tbe  usual  pr«aiiitloD8  sboBkl  be 
taki'n  Id  all  cbk?b.  SrmbolB  ■  •  It^porlcd  liy  AmprUan  rannulnr  oBlciTB ;  t  lleported  by 
commercial  attacb^g  and  commercial  agenft ;  t  L>lre<M  Inquiries  received  bj  the  Bureau. 
In  cOBnldrrliiK  Ifae  folIowlBK  "  oppOFtnnltlra  "  lipePlBl  rcKard  akoald  lt« 
■iKd  to  the  Ia.wa  and  reKBlBlloiia  KwerslnK  export  Ilceniirii  and  IradlaK 
with  the  enemr. 

Coffee 27400  I  Haehtnery 27407,27410.27413 

Electric  mol ore  and  aupuUea-.  2T412,  117413      Oil  xr<^ _ ^ _  27408 

FlKhnpts 27404       PhotoEraphIc  kuudH^b 27403 

Iron  and  atcfl  products a74iiS       I'umpa 27410 
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27403.* — ^An  npency  U  desired  by  r  mnn  In  France  for  pliotograpblc  nppnnitus 
and  supplies.    Gorreeponilence  In  French,    Bcterenee. 

27404.*^ — A  mnn  in  Jamatoa  destrea  to  purchase  flsli  nets  and  seines  for  sea 
OehiQg  Industry.    Cash  will  be  pnld.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

27405. • — A  representntlve  of  munufacturers  of  metallurKlenl  products  In  France 
desires  to  enter  Into  relations  wltli  American  manufacturerti  of  Iron  and 
steel  products,  with  a  view  to  trade  after  the  war.  Correspondence  mny 
be  In  Englleb.    References. 

27406.* — A  firm  In  the  Netherlands  wislieH  to  be  put  In  tonch  with  inanufacturera 
and  exporters  of  oil  seed  and  oil  cake.  In  parcels  or  cargoes,  as  convenient. 
Terms,  cash  nealnet  documents  or  confirmed  credit.  GorreHpondence  may 
be  in  English.    Keference. 

27407." — A  man  In  France  deoirefl  to  represent  Americnn  pa|>er  and  prlntlDg 
machinery  manufacturers.    Correspondence  in  French.    Iteferencce. 

27408.* — A  man  In  Italy  desires  to  receive  offers  to  import  as  aftent  large  lots 
ol  tanners'  chamofit  skins  for  poUehlnff  vehicles  and  for  orthojiedic  nses ; 
natural  leather  for  valises  and  saddlery  in  skins  not  welglilug  over  11 
pounds,  soft,  natural  or  walnut,  and  also  colored  and  black.  Correspondence 
sliould  be  In  French  or  Italian.    References. 

27409.* — A  firm  In  the  Netherlands  desires  to  act  as  buying  agents  for  the  usual 
market  grades  of  coffee.  Terms,  cash  against  documents  or  confirmed 
credit.     Correspondence  may  be  In  En^nlisb.     Keference. 

27410.* — A  man  In  France  desires  to  enter  into  relations  for  the  after-war  trade 
with  manufacturers  ni  hand  lioisls,  centrifugal  and  piKtou  puinpe,  also 
agricultural,  Indu.strlal,  and  marine  motors.  Correspondence  should  be  la 
French.    References. 

274)1.* — An  exclusive  agency  of  manufacturers  of  noncompetitive  lines  is  de- 
sired for  the  Provinces  of  Valencia,  Alicante,  and  Castellou,  In  Spain.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English.    References. 

27412.* — A  firm  In  France  wishes  to  purchase  and  also  secure  an  agency  for 
electric  motors,  transformers,  cranes,  and  similar  apparatus.  Correspond- 
ence may  bo  In  English.    Reference. 

27413.* — A  firm  In  Switzerland  decires  to  purchase  for  Its  own  use,  Inrge  quan- 
tities of  porcelain  Insulators  for  a  line  with  a  tension  of  2150  to  150,000 
volt',  also  the  same  quantity  for  the  running  of  an  electrical  railway  with 
n  tension  of  1-5,000  volt.  Catalogues  and  samples  are  urgently  requested. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    References. 
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PtTBTHEB  mEauUHON  or  BBITISE  WOOL  XABKET. 

[CableBTtm  from  CodhqI  General  Robert  F.  Skioner,  London,  Aug.  31.] 

War  Office  gives  notice  of  intention  to  take  possession  of  all  wool 
noils,  excluding  merino  noils,  in  respect  whereof  permit  may  have 
been  granted.  Present  order  effective  September  1,  after  which  sale 
■without  permit  is  prohibited.  From  September  2  scheme  for  ration- 
ing wool  tops  and  yarns  extended  to  exclude  distribution  and  con- 
sumption of  noils  by  woolwi  manufacturers,  spinners,  and  others. 
Basis  of  distribution  between  spinners  and  woolen  manufacturers 
will  be  same  as  now  obtains  in  case  of  wool.  As  between  otber 
manufacturers,  basis  will  be  consumption  for  civil  orders  in  1916, 


PRICES  FIXED  ON  JTJIE  GOODS  IN  ENGL&ND. 

[CnlileEram  from  Consol  GEUernl  Itoliert  P.  Skinner,  London,  AQg.  SO.] 

War  Office  issues  order  prohibiting  sale  within  United  Kingdom 
of  any  jute  yarns  or  goods  at  prices  exceeding  schedule  annexed ; 
merchants  may  not  sell  at  prices  exceeding  schedule  prices  by  more 
than  5  per  cent.  No  person  may  make  or  take  delivery  of  jute  yarns 
or  gcods  pursuant  to  any  contract  entered  into  on  or  after  January  6, 
otherwise  than  upon  the  terms  that  price  provided  for  any  goods 
remaining  undelivered  shall  be  varied  in  accordance  witli  present 
schedule  prices.  Following  are  aniong  maximum  prices:  Common 
8-pound  cops,  7s,  per  spindle;  8-pound  medium  spools,  7s.  2d.  per 
Rpindle;  8-pound  sacking  chains,  10 Jd.  per  pound;  24-pound  sacking 
weft,  9^d.  per  pound;  12-pound  and  up  carpet  warp,  lO^d.  per 
pound;  heavy  jute  yirn,  48-pound  rove, £85  10s,  to  £87  lOs.  per  ton; 
]ute  cloth,  standard  Hessian,  OJd,  per  yard. 


If  yoa  bny  War-SaTingB  Stamps,  yon  alu)  help  your  oonntry. 
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AUEBICAK  SHIFBUILSIHO  SINCE  JANUARY  1,  1918'. 

Tlie  Biirenii  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  iias  issued 
the  followiiip  .stiitcnieiit  showing  the  mimber  and  tonnage  of  all 
classes  of  veshcl.s  built  in  the  United  States  and  officially  numbered 
during  the  fiint  eight  niontlis  of  1!)18,  compared  with  similar  statistics 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  1917: 
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In  addition  to  the  aI)o\  e  there  were  built  for  foreigners  during  the 
eight  months  ended  August  31,  1918,  20  wooden  vessels  of  43,064 
gio>iS  tons  There  were  built  for  foreigners  during  the  eight  months 
ended  August  31,  1917,  six  wooden  vessels  of  3,532  gross  tons  and  29 
steel  ves.sels  of  104,758  gross  tons. 
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L&BGEE  SALES  OF  TOILET  PBUFAILATIONS  IS  JAMAICA. 

[Vice  Consul  DstIs  B.  Levis,  KlDEBton,  Aug.  16.] 

Tliere  is  a  good  demand  in  Jamnica  as  in  other  tropical  countries 
for  toilet  creams,  lotions,  fancy  soaps,  and  other  toilet  specialties 
which  appeal  to  women,  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  women 
workers  has  widened  their  purchasing  power.  This  fact  is  shown  by 
the  increase  of  imports  of  perfumes  and  toilet  preparations,  which 
rose  from  an  average  yearly  value  of  $70,000  in  1914  to  about 
$115,000  in  191G,  but  declined  in  1917  to  $100,000.  This  decrease  is 
probably  accounted  for  by  the  curtailment  of  transportation  and  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  goods. 

Most  of  the  toilet  preparations  used  in  Jamaica  are  imported  from 
England,  France,  and  the  Umted  States.  In  1914  the  United  States 
supplied  about  30  per  cent  of  the  entire  imports  of  this  class  of 
goods  into  Jamaica.  In  1917  imports  from  America  rose  to  55 
per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  fancy  soaps,  while  80  per  cent  of  the 
toilet  articles  were  of  American  origin ;  certain  of  these  brands  are 
TeiT  popular  and  well  established.  It  is  quite  probable  that  consid- 
erable quantities  of  toilet  preparations  are  entered  for  import  here 
under  the  head  of  pharmaceutical  articles.  In  addition  to  ofner  toilet 
waters,  $25,000  worth  of  bay  rum  is  imported  from  other  West  In- 
dian Islands  yearly. 
ConpUU  Lines  Carried  In  Stock — Import  Duties. 

This  class  of  goods  is  sold  in  drug  and  department  stores,  there  be- 
ing no  exclusive  shops  or  "  beauty  parlors  "  handling  them,  and  com- 
plete lines  in  all  grades  are  carried  m  stock  and  attractively  displayed. 
The  retail  prices  are  about  the  same  as  for  similar  size  packages  in 
the  United  States,  The  advertising  of  certain  standard  trade-marks 
of  various  manufacturers  of  several  countries  is  carried  in  the  local 
papei-s,  and  the  usual  methods  of  publicity  employed  in  the  United 
States  to  create  and  stimulate  a  demand  for  a  certain  specialty  are 
applicable  here. 

The  import  duty  on  toilet  preparations  is  ICJ  per  cent,  the  same 
rate  applying  to  samples  sent  tor  inspection  and  samples  of  miniature 
size  for  free  distribution.  There  is  no  duty  on  pnnted  advertising 
matter  sent  with  gowls ;  such  literature  should  be  in  the  Englisli  lan- 
guage. Shipments  are  usualy  made  via  New  York  or  New  Orleans  on 
terms  as  agreed  upon. 

STAND  OF  AMEBICAN  COHHERCE  CHAHBES  IN  LONDON  ON 
NATIONAL  TBADE-HABJC. 

The  Bui-eau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  received  the 
following  cablegram  from  G.  M.  Cassatt,  president  of  the  American 
Chamber  of  Conmierce  in  London : 

The  directors  of  the  Anierimn  Chnnihor  of  Coranierce  in  Loudon  passed  on 
Aufiiist  29  the  followiris  resnluHon:  This  Chnmber  ajn'ees  wlUi  the  principle  of 
the  National  Tnidc-innrks  Bill  In  so  far  nn  It  will  nsitiitit  in  the  protection  of 
Anterlcon  oanrkelB  abroad,  provided  (1)  ttaat  the  mark  contafna  no  eniblem  or 
device  that  would  be  considered  In  foreign  markets  as  any  Indication  or  Kunr- 
antee  of  quality  imd  that  It  sliatl  t>c  a  iii:irk  of  origin  In  words  only  and  (2) 
tlint  It  shall  be  used  only  to  coiublnatlou  with  rejg'lstercd  American  prlvatv 
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BESGUAinT  TlTBINa  FOB  THE  SOUTH  AHEBICAH  KABEET. 

ISreclal  Agent  Philip  B.  Bmltb,  Rio  de  JaoeLro,  BraiU,  July  4.] 

If  American  manufacturers  should  attempt  to  produce  for  the 
South  American  market  the  so-called  Beigiiianu  tubing,  a  kind  of 
electrical  conduit  fonnerly  imported  from  Germany,  they  should  be 
careful  about  the  bending  quality  of  the  product.  If  the  material  is 
not  suitable  to  the  pur[>oso,  the  tubes  will  flatten  ratlier  than  bend  and 
thus  will  be  rendered  unusable.  In  going  around  corners  it  is  much 
more  customary  to  bend  the  tubes  than  tc  use  junction  boxes  or  elbows 
and  the  wiremen  become  expert  in  estimating  the  length  of  straight 
pipe  that,  when  bent,  will  exactly  fit  into  the  place  for  which  it  was 
intended,  even  when  the  place  contains  several  reverse  curves. 

The  length  of  each  tube  should  be  3  meters,  as  this  is  the  length  in 
which  it  has  always  been  furnished.  S'ot  only  are  the  wiremen  ac- 
customed to  the  length  but  the  height  of  the  ceilings  is  such  that  often 
a  single  length  will  just  make  the  drop  from  the  line  to  the  switch, 
leaving  the  latter  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the  floor.  This  pre- 
vents loss  from  unnecessary  cutting  or  splicing.  When  it  is  desired 
to  splice  two  lengths  or  pieces,  it  is  done  hy  means  of  couplings.  F<ir 
making  derivations  there  are  various  junction  boxes.  The  9  and  11 
millimeter  sizes  are  the  only  ones  used  in  quantity,  fully  85  per  cent 
of  the  sales  being  confined  to  these  two  diameters. 
Pre-war  Pilcei  of  BerKmann  TnbinE — Little  Paekin;  Beqnired. 

Following  are  the  prices  per  100  meters  of  Bci'ginann  tubing  of 
different  sizes  f,  o.  b.  Hamburg,  in  1913:  7  millimeters — 28.80  marks, 
with  a  discount  of  70  and  2  per  cent,  or  $2,02  net;  9  millimeters — 
32.25  marks,  with  the  same  discount,  or  $2.26  net;  11  millimeters — 
86.20  marks,  with  the  same  discount,  or  $2.53  net ;  16  millimeters — 
58.75  marks,  with  the  same  discount,  or  $3.76  net.  For  the  order  from 
which  these  prices  were  taken,  each  complete  tube  was  to  be  3  meters 
long  and  equipped  with  one  channeled  coupling  (Billen-Muffe). 
The  terms  were  cash  in  Buenos  Aires  against  shipping  documents. 
Out  of  the  net  prices  mentioned,  there  is  still  to  be  taken  the  agent's 
commission,  which  in  this  case  was  5  per  cent. 

In  packing  Bergmann  tubing  for  shipment,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
tic  it  in  bundles  of,  say,  50,  with  a  wrapping  of  some  soft  material 
like  straw  to  give  a  little  protection  against  hard  knocks.  This  ma- 
terial pays  duty, in  most  countries,  if  not  all,  by  weight,  and  as  it  is 
not  fragile  or  easily  damaged  it  should  go  with  as  little  excess  weight 
as  possible. 
Growing:  Demand  for  light  Steel  Condait. 

While  the  present  is  a  splendid  time  to  sell  Bergmann  tubing,  this 
type  of  conduit  will  probably  not  be  in  the  same  demand  in  later 
years  owing  to  the  growing  demand  for  standards  and  regulations  in 
the  electrical  industry  in  South  America.  It  is  already  being  replaced 
to  some  extent  by  a  light  steel  conduit  similar  to  the  type  used  in  the 
United  States,  but  not  nearly  so  well  made  and  only  about  haJf  as 
heavy.  An  American  firm  making  Bergmann  tubing  now  might  be 
able  to  supplement  it  by  a  light  steel  conduit  of  the  type  described. 

Such  steel  tubes  have  been  coming  from  England  and  some  recently 
appeared  purporting  to  come  from  the  United  States,  The  steel  con- 
duit should  be  half  or  at;  least  a  third  lighter  than  the  standard 
American  type.   Some  steel  tubing  billed  and  shipped  from  Germany 
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on  June  14,  1914,  cost  as  follows,  per  100  meters,  f.  o.  b.  Antwerp; 
^-inch,  20  marks,  with  a  discount  of  3  per  cent,  or  $4.02 ;  J-inch,  23 
marks,  with  a  discount  of  3  per  cent,  or  $3.31  net;  3-iich,  28  marks, 
with  a  discount  of  3  per  cent,  or  $6.46  net.  At  these  prices  one  com- 
pnny  alone  placed  an  oi^r  for  the  following  amounts:  3,300  meters 
of  J-inch;  20,000  meters  of  finch;  and  10,000  meters  of  5-inch.  This 
order  was  given  in  qnintuplicate — that  is,  five  shipments  were  to  be 
made,  each  consisting  of  a  total  of  33,300  meters  of  steel  conduit,  each 
shipment  to  follow  the  preceding  one  at  one  to  three  month  intervals. 
Only  the  outbreak  of  tno  war  prevented  the  shipments  from  being 
made. 

[Further  information  with  reRnrd  to  BerBmnnn  tiihln);  Is  contained  In  Speclnl 
Agent  Smitli'a  report  on  Electrlciil  Goods  iu  BolivJn  nnd  Chile,  which  was  pub- 
il^ied  as  Special  Agents  Series  No,  167  ana  may  be  obtained  for  20  cents  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Document)),  Government  Printing  OlHce,  Wnshineton, 
D.  C,  or  from  the  district  or  cooperative  ofDces  of  the  Uureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.] 

FTTBIIC  HIGHWAYS  AND  TRANSPORTATION  IN  SIAM . 

[Vice  Consul  Cort  C.  Uflnscn,  Bangkok.  June  20.] 

The  southern  part  of  the  Siamese  Kingdom  mainly  presents  an 
extensive  alluvial  plain,  which  is  often  tlooded  during  the  rainy  sea- 
son, making  interurban  road  building  difficult  and  impracticable. 
Vumerous  canals,  however,  traverse  this  plain  in  eveiy  direction,  and 
these  waterways  afford  every  facility  for  local  travel  and  transporta- 
tion. In  the  northern  part  of  Siam  and  in  the  Siamese  !Malaya  some 
road  making  is  in  progress  in  connection  with  the  railway  extension, 
but  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  indicate  any  extensive  use  of  motor 
vehicles  in  the  near  future. 

Besides  the  customary  annual  appropriations  for  the  Department 
of  Ways,  there  appears  to  have  been  no  allotments  made  for  special 
load  making  during  last  fiscal  year. 

In  Bangkok,  the  capital,  there  are  some  50  or  more  miles  of  macada- 
mized roads  and  streets,  which,  together  with  the  numerous  and 
handsome  ferroconcrete  bridges,  are  kept  in  excellent  condition  for 
motor  traffic.  The  number  of  regi.stcred  motor  vehicles  in  use  here 
approximates  1,100,  of  which  about  300  are  trucks  of  from  1  to  2  tons 
capacity.  The  chief  use  of  the  latter  is  transportation  of  merchan- 
dise from  the  doclis  and  for  general  delivery. 

Tlic  prewar  price  of  gasolme  was  7  ticals  ($3  gold)  per  case  of  10 
gallons,  while  at  present  the  cost  is  about  double  that  amount. 

CONDENSED-MILK  IHANDFACTTTRE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

[The  South  African  Journal  of  InduEtclcs,  PrclorU.  Jul;.] 

An  attempt  is  being  made  to  start  a  condensed-milk  factory  in  the 
Malmesburv  district  of  the  Cape  Province.  Production  on  a  small 
scale  has  already  commenced  under  the  supervision  of  a  man  who 
has  had  experience  of  this  industry  in  Europe,  and,  provided  tho 
necessary  capital  can  be  raised,  there  is  every  possibility  that  manu- 
facture on  a  fairly  large  scale  will  be  undertaken.  It  is  reported  that 
a  small  condensed-milk  factory  has  been  opened  at  Howick,  Natal, 
(md  is  producing  from  15  to  20  cases  per  day.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  directors  to  open  branches  of  the  factory  in  the  Union  as  oppor- 
timity  offers.  ^        ^    GoOgIc 
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NEW  COHHEBCIAL  HiaHWAY  IN  EITBOFE. 

[Consul  Gtnpral  G.  BIc  Ravndal,  Nantes,  France,  July  31.] 
The  "Mittel  Euiopii"  ambition  which  rallies  Germans  to  slogans 
sudi  as  "Aiitwt'pjj-Bagdad,"  "  Haiiiburj^Ierat,"  "Bremen-Bok- 
hara," and  "  Bi'i'lin-Tabriz"  has  produced  i^T ranee  a  counter  move- 
ment wliich  ainiw  at  providing  Switzerland  and  the  Central  Euro- 
Sean  hinterland,  Boliemia,  and  other  nations  an  Atlantic  port,  ren- 
ering  tlieni  economically  independent  of  Germany.  This  project 
is  arousing  special  interest  at  Nantes,  whose  municipal  autliorities 
are  eonferrinfi:  with  commercial  interests  in  Switzerland  with  a  view 
to  combined  action.  The  business  men  of  Lyon  are  said  to  be  watch- 
ing the  movement' witli  deep  interest,  but  apparently  they  liave  not 
as  yet  made  up  tlieir  minds  as  to  whether  Nantes  and  St.  Nazaire 
or  La  Koohelle  or  Bordeaux  offer  the  greatest  inducements. 

Reference  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  of  March  25,  1918,  to 
tlie  proposed  linking  up  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Rhone  by  means  of  ca- 
nals that  will  connect  each  of  these  rivers  with  the  navigable  lake  sys- 
tem of  Switzerland.  However,  it  is  thought  that  this  important  enter- 
prise must  be  preceded  by  railroad  building  having  the  same  end 
in  view.  On  this  score  the  Loire  region  is  thought  to  present  ad- 
vantages which  can  not  be  equaled.  Reference  is  especially  made  to 
the  easy  gnides  and  straiglit  route,  to  the  fertility  and  productivity 
of  the  territory  traversed,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  the  terminal 
port  lends  itself  to  the  introduction  of  a  free  customs  zone,  in  which, 
incidentally,  certain  merchandise  may  be  remamifactured  prior  to 
distribution. 
ComparatlTe  III  sta  noes. 

In  the  matter  of  comparative  distances,  the  following  ctHnputa- 
tion  is  published  in  a  local  newspaper: 
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It  would  seem  to  be  conceded  that  the  Loire  ports  possess  the 
superior  advantage  as  regards  distances.  They  also  have  the  im- 
portant advantage  of  a  far  easier  railroad  grade  inland  than  other 
French  ports.  They  furthermore  enjoy  the  exceptional  and  very 
essential  advantage  of  an  already-existing,  practical  railroad  con- 
nection with  Lyon  and  Switzerland. 

It  is  stated  that  there  are  no  up-to-date  oast  and  west  railroad 
lines  available  except  those  from  Nantes  to  Nevers  via  Tours,  and 
from  Bordeaux  to  Marseille  via  Cette,  also  that  between  Lyon  and 
Nevers  only  a  short  stretch  of  railroad  needs  double-tracking  in 
order  to  complete  an  entirely  serviceable  connection  between  Nant«s, 
Lyon,  Geneva,  and  Turin.  Already  the  facilities  of  transport  be- 
tween Gene\a  and  the  port  of  Basel,  where  traffic  meets  the  Rhine, 
is  excellent. 
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Kodern  Doek  Facilities— Other  Factori  Favoring  the  Loire. 

In  the  matter  of  port  facilities,  the  war  has  given  St.  Nazairc  and 
Nantes  docks,  railroad  yards,  and  warehouses  of  an  entirely  metro- 
politan comprehensiveness  and  equipment.  The  harbor  of  St, 
Nazaire  distinguishes  itself  by  its  accessibility  and  the  ease  with 
which  large  ocean  steamers  can  approach  the  quays  and  unload  and 
depart  again  without  loss  of  time.  "Ultimately  the  Cliarpentiers 
bar.  which  is  formed  by  the  silt  from  the  Loire,  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with  because  the  capacity  of  modern  vessels  is  ever  on  the 
increase. 

It  is  thought  that  after  the  war  American  passenger  and  freight 
traffic  with  Central  Europe  as  well  as  with  Franco  will  tend  toward 
the  Loire  in  pi-efereniie  to  the  Channel  and  North  Sea  ports,  which 
are  more  distant  and  which,  owing  to  their  location  and  to  meteoro- 
logical conditions,  disproportionaily  incrca.ae  the  cost  of  navigation 
and  insurance.  American  concerns  interested  in  the  financing  and 
operation  of  public  works  abroad  may  tliereforo  find  attractive 
propositions  awaiting  them  in  the  valley  of  the  Loire. 

As  figured  here  in  Nantes  the  distance  between  New  York  and 
leading  European  ports  is  about  as  follows:  To  Liverpool,  3,010 
miles;  St.  Nazaire,  3,0C3  miles;  Southampton,  3,100  miles;  Antwerp, 
3,325  miles ;  Altona-Hamburg,  3,455  miles. 


UABTTPACinBE  OF  ETTBBEB-SEEI)  OIL  IH  HALAYA. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  Federated  Malay  States  has 
for  some  time  been  conducting  experiments  in  the  manufacture  of 
rubber-seed  oil,  and  in  a  recent  issue  of  its  bulletin  publishes  a  report 
on  the  results  of  this  experimental  work. 

The  department  takes  a  favorable  view  of  (he  po.'^sibilities  of  this 
oil,  stating  that  it  needs  little  refining  and  that  it  is  obtained  from  a 
waste  product  which  is  available  in  large  quantities  in  Malaya,  easy 
to  collect,  transport,  store,  and  crush.  flHiilo,  under  normal  condi- 
tions, the  seeds  themselves  could  profitably  be  shipped  to  consuming 
markets,  with  transportation  facilities  such  as  they  now  are  the  ship- 
ping of  the  oil  would  seem  the  better  course.  Oil  made  from  an 
experimental  consignment  of  seeds  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom 
brought  $i-'50  per  ton,  and  $40  per  ton  was  realized  for  the  residual 
cake    At  the  time  linseed  oil  stood  at  $300  per  ton. 

The  production  of  rubber-seed  oil,  the  department  states,  would 
not  interfere  with  the  market  for  coconut  or  sesame  oil,  as  these  oils 
are  used  chiefly  in  the  form  of  margarine  and  cooking  fats.  They 
are  not  used,  as  rubber-seed  oil  would  probably  be,  for  paints,  var- 
nishes, red  and  white  lead,  packing  compositions,  and  soft  soap. 


Special  Statements  Prepared  by  Bureaii. 

Statistics  have  recently  been  compiled  by  the  Division  of  Besearch, 
Department  of  Commerce,  on  imports  of  incandescent  lamps  into 
various  countries  for  latest  available  years  and  on  exports  of  gold  and 
silver  ware,  jewelry,  and  gold  and  silver  plated  articles  from  Italy  in 
1912  and  1913. 
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OLEAOraOTTS  PRODTTCTS  OP  TTnTOAlT  PEOVIKCE. 

A  report  on  the  oleaginous  products  of  Yunnan  Province,  China, 
prepared  by  the  commercial  attach^  of  tlie  Haifong-Yunnanfu  Rail- 
way, iippeured  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Bulletin  Economiqne  de 
I'Indochine,  The  most  widely  cultivated  of  the  oilseeds  in  Yunnan, 
this  n'port  stiites,  is  colza.  Its  production  has  increased  since  the 
war  owing  to  the  high  price  of  mineral  oil.  It  is  sown  in  Yunnan 
from  September  to  ^ovemIx•r,  and  the  principal  harvesi  is  in  April 
and  May.  Tlie  .colza  oil  is  of  good  quality,  of  golden  color,  and  nas 
vei7  little  sediment.  It  is  produced  in  various  districts.  The  oil 
yield  from  districts  in  the  railway  zone  is  from  3,100  to  3,500  tons, 
repi-esenting  10,370  to  11,570  tons  of  seeds  treated  by  primitive 
native  methods.  The  average  yield  in  oil  cake,  after  the  extraction 
of  tlie  oil,  amounts  to  alwut  67  per  cent.  The  cakes  weigh  4  to  5 
catties    (cattv=li   pounds). 

liapeseed  is  next  to  colza  in  importance.  It  is  harvested  in  Sep- 
tember and  October,  and  yields  the  same  proportion  of  oil  as  colza. 
The  total  production  in  the  railway  zone  is  0,000  to  7.000  tons  of 
seeds,  yielding  .^0,000  to  35,000  piculs  (picul=133,:i  pounds)  of  oil. 

Sesame  is  cultivated  in  almost  all  districts,  though  on  a  small 
scale,  its  use  in  sweetmeats  and  for  food  being  restricted.  Three 
varieties  are  cultivated,  known  as  white,  yellowish,  and  black  from 
the  color  of  the  seeds.  The  white  gives  the  best  yield  and  its  oil  is 
the  most  valued.  The  district  of  Yuan  Meng  is  one  of  the  chief  pro- 
ducing centers;  the  yield  is  300  to  400  piculs.  Yumian  could  produce 
large  quantities  of  sesame  if  a  demand  arose  for  it. 
Qroandnnts,  Castor  Beans,  and  Other  Oil  Seedi. 

Groundnuts  (peannt.s)  arc  widely  cultivated  and  are  used  in  sweet- 
meats and  foi-  food.  They  come  on  the  market  from  November  to 
Februai-y.  The  total  production  in  the  railway  zone  i.s  ■J1,000  to 
26,000  piculs.  The  unshelled  nuts  arc  sold  in  "lots"  of  950  to  1,000 
catties,  and  each  "  lot "  yields  220  to  230  catties  of  oil,  or  about  22  to 
25  per  cent,  though  at  times  the  oil  yield  is  not  moie  than  15  per  cent. 
The  waste  froui  husks  is  25  to  30  per  cent.  The  yield  in  cakes  is  129 
to  each  1,000  catties  of  nuls,  the  cases  being  similar  in  weight  to  those 
of  colza. 

Castor  beans  grow  practically  wild.  Chinese  firms  at  Yunnanfu 
estimate  that  they  could  supply  about  50  tons  per  annum.  Native  oil 
shows  a  comparatively  high  degree  of  acidity,  but  more  careful  cul- 
tivation might  remccfy  this  delect. 

Wood  oil  is  produced  in  various  districts.  At  present  it  is  possible 
to  purchase  100  tons  per  annum,  but  this  amount  could  be  increased 
if  a  demand  arose. 

Among  other  oleaginous  pi-odiicts  of  Yunnan  may  be  mentioned 
cotton  seeds  and  those  obtained  from  a  fruit  which  is  a  kind  of  per- 
simmon. Cotton  seeds  are  rarely  employed  for  the  manufacture  of 
oil,  but  are  used  principally  to  teed  animals.  These  seeds  come  on 
the  market  in  considerable  quantities.  The  oil  extracted  from  the 
persimmon-like  seed  referred  to  is  used  locally;  the  quantity  pro- 
duced is  probably  important,  but  no  estimate  is  possible. 

Tlic  city  of  Cienfuogos,  Cuba,  expects  shortly  to  put  in  a  water 
system  costing  $1,000,000. 
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WAGE  IKCBEASES  IH  YOBESHniE. 

[Consul  AugQstDB  G.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Englnnd,  AuK'  13.1 
In  accordance  with  the  sliding-scale  agreement  adopted  last  April 
for  the  settlement  of  the  necessary  wage  advances  in  the  dyeing  trade, 
there  is  to  be  a  further  advance  this  month  (Angii^t)-  Tiie  index 
figure  of  the  Board  of  Trade  estimate  of  the  cost  of  living  having 
shown  another  advance,  wages  are  to  be  raised  above  pre-war  rates  as 
follows:  Time-workers  to  81$  per  cent,  pieceworkers  to  0;")^  per  cent, 
and  pressers  to  49 J  per  cent;  these  rates  to  remain  in  force  for  a 
period  of  three  months. 

The  National  Association  of  Unions  in  the  Textile  Trade  recently 
presented  a  claim  for  an  advance  in  war  wages  on  behalf  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  constituent  unions  (about  250,000  workpeople 
being  affected),  and  upon  the  matter  being  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Production  m  London,  two  awards  were  very  promptly 
issued  and  published  on  August  8.  The  employers'  associations  con- 
cerned were  the  Woolen  and  Worsted  Trades  Federation,  the  Brad- 
ford and  District  Commission  Manufacturers'  Association,  and  the 
West  Kiding  Spinners'  Federation,  Briefly,  the  awards  were  that 
the  present  war  wages  advance  for  time-workers  shall  be  increased  to 
81J  per  cent,  such  percentage  not  to  exceed  24s.  6d.  ($5.1)fi)  per  week; 
65^  per  cent  to  male  pieceworkers,  69i  per  cent  to  female  piecework- 
ers, and  "il  per  cent  to  blanket  raisei-s,  (The  former  pei-centages  were 
time-worlicrs  7:iJ  per  cent,  male  pieceworkers  58  per  cent,  and  female 
pieceworkers  02^  per  cent.)  Payment  under  these  awards  is  to  be 
made  as  from  tlie  pay  day  in  the  week  ending  August  2  and  t^aU 
include  the  pay  week  preceding  that  day. 


HITHICIFAX  LAITNDRIES  FOB  UKUOITAY. 

[CoQKiil  Wlillnra  liawaon.  Mniilnldeo.  July  IT.J 

According  to  a  law  of  June  27,  1!)18,  the  Uruguayan  Oovernmcnt 
is  to  construct  municipal  laundries  or  washing  places  (lavaderos)  in 
all  the  cities  of  the  Republic.  These  buildings  are  to  be  completed 
within  four  years  and  are  to  be  erected  in  scries  of  four,  the  first  four 
to  be  built  in  Salto,  Pay.sandn,  Mercedes,  and  San  Jose,  The  Gov- 
ernment is  authorized  to  expend  not  to  exceed  22,000  pesos  ($22,750) 
per  year  for  the  purpcse. 

If  the  municipalities  have  the  necessary  funds,  they  may  construct 
their  own  waphing  places,  which  must,  however,  conform  to  the  re- 
q^uirenients  of  the  Government,  The  buildings  will,  after  comple- 
tion, be  turned  over  to  the  municipalities. 


QROWTH  OF  SOUTH  AFBICAN  FBESERVED-CBATilSH  INSUSTaT. 

(Till'  South  Afrloitn  Journal  ot  Industrlcx,  Pretoria,  JiiDC.) 

After  several  crayfish-canning  factories  in  South  Africa  had  been 
imsuccessful  and  had  closed  down,  a  small  factory  was  opened  in  1002 
and  11  factories  arc  now  engaged  in  the  industrj'.  In  1917,  the  first 
year  for  which  separate  figures  for  exports  of  preserved  crayfish  are 
available,  the  quantity  shipped  oversea  was  4,162.530  pounds.  The 
following  figures  show  the  exports  for  previous  years  of  preserved 
fish,  most  of  which  is  crayfish :  1913—2,040,167  pounds:  1914— 3.003^ 
892  pounds;  1915— 3,885,850  pounds;  and  1916 — 3,701,868  pounds,  i  ^ 


890  COMMEBCE  EEPOKXa. 

FOREION  MABEETS  70K  AJCEBICAN-KASE  STES. 

ASEir. 

[CoDsnl  AdaiBon   E.  Soutbard.] 

The  Aden  Port  Trust  returns  show  imports  of  dyestuffs  under 
four  headings,  of  which  synthetic  indigo  is  by  far  the  largest.  The 
other  three  lieadings  in  the  order  of  their  importance  are  other 
sorts  of  dyes  (principally  lac  dye),  aniline  dye,  and  saffron.  In 
normal  times  the  imports  of  ail  dyes  into  Aden  average  about 
$150,000  in  value  per  annum. 

There  has  been  during  the  past  two  years  a  great  shortage  of  dyes 
in  the  local  market,  particularly  in  synthetic  indigo  and  aniline  red. 
The  principal  sale  for  these  two  dyes  has  been  in  the  Aden  hinter- 
land and  in  Arabian  Red  Sea  Pioviuces.  The  Arab  men  in  those 
districts  dye  all  of  their  clothing  an  indigo  blue  when  they  can 
secure  the  dye,  and  the  women  demand  an  aniline  red  for  use  in 
coloring  many  of  the  garments  which  fliey  wear.  These  Arabs  grow 
some  vegetable  indigo,  but,  owing  to  the  defective  methods  of  pre- 
paring dyestuffs  from  this  source,  they  seem  to  find  the  synthetic 
indigo  cheaper  and  more  satisfactory.  They  have  also  been  able  to 
obtam  some  vegetable  indigo  of  a  good  and  satisfactory  quality  from 
Indian  sources,  but  no  large  amount  of  trade  has  been  established 
in  tliis  product. 
Indigo  Bine  la  Oreatett  Deniftnd. 

German-made  synthetic  indigo  has  dominated  this  market,  and 
during  the  first  two  years  of  the  war  there  were  sufficiently  large 
stocks  of  this  dye  on  hand  to  prevent  any  real  shortage.  Ixk^ 
dealers  state  that  just  before  the  war  this  dye  retailed  in  Aden  for 
JJ  rupees  ($0.49)  per  pound,  but  a  year  ago  the  price  had  gone  up  to 
6  rupees  ($1.95)  per  pound.  Tliere  is  now  little,  if  any,  obtainable. 
The  demand  for  indigo  blue  offei-s  the  greatest  opportunities  for 
American-made  dyes,  and  because  of  the  great  fondness  of  the  Arab 
for  this  color  the  matter  of  price  in  the  absence  of  competition  is  not 
of  the  usual  importance.  Practically  all  of  the  dye  is  for  home  use, 
and  as  the  purchasing  power  of  the  people  is  in  general  quite  limited 
they  can  buy  only  small  quantities  at  a  lime.  Half-pound  and  pound 
tins  are  the  most  desirable  for  the  trade,  and  the  tin  should  either 
be  colored  or  have  a  wrapper  the  exact  shade  of  color  to  be  obtained 
by  using  the  contents. 

The  small  amonnt  of  vegetable  indigo  in  the  market  is  in  the 
shape  of  round  balls  or  small  cakes,  llefore  the  war  this  article 
sold  in  the  Aden  market  at  the  rate  of  about  10  cents  per  pound.  It 
is  now  sold  at  SO  cents  per  pound.  This  dye  is  not,  however,  of  great 
importance  when  the  synthetic  indigo  is  obtainable. 
Anlltne  Bed  Dyes  Sell  WeU.  ' 

The  dye  chi=Rificd  in  the  Port  Trust  returns  as  aniline  is  almost 
entirely  of  a  scmidark  but  brilliant  red  in  shade.  As  has  been  stated, 
the  Bedouin  women  use  a  great  deal  of  this  in  dyeing  their  clothing. 
They  are  just  as  eager  to  get  it  as  the  men  are  to  get  the  indigo 
blue,  and  the  price  in  the  absence  of  competition  is,  therefore,  of 
minor  importance,  although  a  consideration  in  establishing  a  perma- 
nent trade.    A  German-made  dye  supplied  this  demand  also  before 

I  .,1  .1   Google 
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the  war,  but  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31, 1917,  there  were  no 
imports  of  any  oiigin  recorded.  IjoceI  dealers  state  that  the  Aden 
retail  price  of  the  German  dye  in  li>14  was  at  the  rate  of  about  30 
cents  per  pound,  but  a  year  later  it  had  trebled  in  price,  and  at  the 
present  time  there  is  none  in  the  market.  This  dye  also  should  be 
supplied  in  half-pound  and  pound  tins,  with  the  wrapping  thereof 
colored  the  same  shade  of  red  as  would  be  produced  by  the  contents. 
Temporaiy  Demand  (or  Lac  Dye — Saffron  Has  Several  Uaes, 

Lac  dye  is  imported  from  India  in  appreciable  quantities,  and  is 
used  for  scarlet  dyeing.  This  dye,  however,  was  being  replaced  to 
some  extent  by  German  products,  and  the  present  demand  may  be 
cohsidered  as  mwe  or  less  temporary.  As  in  the  case  of  other  dyes 
the  Arabs  are  tlie  best  customers  for  lac  dye.  In  normal  times  it 
sold  in  l-pound  tins  at  30  to  85  cents  per  tin. 

The  only  other-  dyestiiff  of  importance  in  the  local  market  is  saf- 
fron, which  has  also  uses  other  than  for  dyeing.  This  is  an  orange- 
red  color,  of  vegetable  origin,  and  is  imported  mainly  from  India.  It 
is  used  as  a  stimulant  and  in  cooking.  Arabs,  Indians,  and  Somalis 
like  it  in  their  rice  because  of  the  pleasing  odor  and  color  thereby 
pi-oduced.  It  is  also  extensively  used  in  coloring  pastries  and  sweets 
made  for  the  native  trade.  The  Hindus  in  Aden  uso  it  in  religious 
practices  to  color  their  foreheads.  The  saffron  in  the  local  market 
usually  consists  of  the  orange-red  leaves  of  the  plant  from  which  it  is 
obtained  and  comes  in  several  grades,  ranging  normally  in  price  from 
2  to  30  rupees  ($0.65  to  $10,73)  per  pound.  Present  prices  are  nearly 
double. 
Imports  of  Dyestuffs  Into  Aden. 

The  following  table  compares  the  import-s  of  dyestuffs  into  Aden 
in  the  normal  year  of  1913-14  with  those  of  1910-17.  The  item  of 
"  all  other  "  in  this  fnble,  while  made  up  largely  of  lac  dye,  ako  in- 
cludes a  fair  proportion  of  tanning  materials,  which  are  not  classi- 
fied separately  in  the  Aden  Port  Trust  returns. 


•iymluHs. 

I81S-14 

1918-17 

Dj-eaan 

Hundrfd 
wight. 

v„„. 

nandred 

■weight. 

, 

119.5 

123,101 

's 

All  utiiPt  (princii»!ly  lac  dje). 

2,m 

12,'m 

8,128.2 

The  commercial  language  of  Aden  is  English,  but  the  dye  trade  is 
largely  among  natives  who  speak  Arabic,  Labels  may  be  in  either 
English  or  Arabic,  but  preferably  in  both.  Tins  only  should  be  used 
for  the  dye,  and  the  matter  of  colored  labels  already  rcfen-ed  to  is 
important.  The  currency  in  use  here  is  the  Indian  rupee,  and  local 
importers  prefer  ([notations  either  in  that  currency  or  in  terms  of 
sterling.  The  only  local  bank  is  a  branch  of  the  National  Bank  of 
India  (Ltd.). 

[A  list  of  Aden  denlera  lu  Ayes  may  be  olitiiinp<l  from  tht>  Burenu  of  Foreign 
and  Doioesttc  Cominercc  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to 
file  No.  10290T.] 
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ICoDSul  Mjrl  B.  lljtrs,  SwntoT,! 

As  a  result  of  a  "Trade  Opportunity"  published  in  Commerce 
Beforts,  a  local  import  and  export  firm  [the  name  of  which  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  and  cooperative  ofBces  by  referring  to  file  No.  104003]  is  in 
touch  with  several  American  manufacturers  of  aniline  and  synthetic 
indigo  dyes  and  expects  (o  receive  trial  shipments  soon.     If  these 

firove  satisfactory  a  good  business  should  readily  be  developed  in  this 
ine. ' 

The  value  of  aniline  dyes  imported  into  Swatow  in  1913  was 
$50,377,  and  in  1914,  $69,201.  Imports  of  synthetic  indigo  amounted 
to  963,733  pounds,  valued  at  $109,215,  in  1913,  and  1.452,000  pound?, 
valued  at  $293,481,  in  1914.  Since  1914  new  supplies  of  German 
dyes  have  not  been  available  and  up  to  the  present  no  others  have 
made  their  appearance.  There  is  no  doubt  that  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity exists  for  American  dyes  in  this  market. 

For  this  market  the  dyes  should  be  put  up  in  tin  cans  of  one  catty 
(IJ  pounds)  each.  Just  before  the  war  artificial  indigo  was  rapidly 
supplanting  the  locally  produced  vegetable  indigo  in  the  dyeing  trade, 
but  since  then  the  production  and  use  of  native  indigo  have  greatly 
increased. 

Red  dye  is  used  largely  for  coloring  paper,  while  indigo  is  used 
for  native  cloth. 

[Consul  Q.  C.  HanBOD,  Chungking,] 
Swiss  Dyes  Sold  In  ChnntrUncr. 

With  reference  to  a  possible  opening  for  American  dyes  in  the 
Chungking  district,  a  local  Swiss  firm  has  stated  that  some  time  ago 
they  imported  about  $31,690  worth  of  Swiss  dyes  into  Chungking. 
It  took  them  more  than  a  year  to  sell  out  this  stock,  part  of  which 
was  shipped  to  Cheiigtu,  the  provincial  capital.  Under  normal  con- 
ditions tlie  dye  business  would  be  good,  out  at  present  it  appears 
hopeless  to  this  firm,  which  is  not  anxious  to  import  a  further  supply. 
Judging  by  prices  quoted  by  American  firms  manufacturing  dyes, 
the  firm  believes  that  Amerrcan  dyes  could  not  possibly  compete  with 
Swiss  dyos,  which  are  far  cheaper.  It  was  further  stated  that  to 
push  the  dye  business  much  advertisement  must  be  done  and  con- 
siderable capital  must  be  used,  as  it  has  been  the  local  custom  to 
allow  long  credits  when  selling  the  dyes  to  dealers.  Volume  of  sales 
appears  to  be  dependent  upon  the  length  of  credit  granted. 
Local  Firm  Wishes  to  Handle  American  Dyes. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  local  American  merchant  [whose  name  may 
be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  102858] 
states  that  there  should  be  great  possibilities  of  selling  American 
dyes  in  this  market,  as  before  the  war  German  firms  did  a  very  large 
trade  in  dyes  here.  His  firm  would  like  very  much  to  become  the 
selling  agents  for  some  American  dyo  firm  if  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments can  be  made.  lie  adds  that  during  the  war  most  firms  are 
loath  to  ship  goods  on  consignment  and  that  they  generally  demand 
cash  against  documents,  which  makes  it  difficult  for  the  buyer  on  the 
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field.     He  has  already  placed  a  smiill  order  with  an  American  firm 
for  dyes. 

It  appears  that  in  order  to  secure  the  business  which  the  Germans 
formerly  had  in  this  district  it  would  bo  ncces^snry  for  the  American 
dye  manufacturer  to  advertise  his  wares  extensively,  quote  h)w  prices 
and  liberal  terms  at  the  start,  and  to  exercise  consideralilc  patience 
in  the  matter  of  fiettinfr  estahlished  amona  the  Chinese  After  the 
tmdc  is  secured  it  should  prove  lucrative.  Eathor  than  work  directly 
with  Chunglring,  it  might  be  mlvisabic  for  American  finns  to  have  a 
representative  at  Shanghai  or  Hankow  and  to  carry,  if  possible, 
stocks  at  either  of  those  cities.  Those  stocks  could  be  sent  up  to 
Chungking  when  needed  and  ordered. 


(ri.nsul  <ipncrnl  MniiveU  Bloke.  T.inskT.  July  6.1 

Practically  all  aniline  dyes  imported  into  Morocco  before  tlie  war 
were  of  German  origin.  As  a  result  of  the  absence  of  p;t)>er  factories 
or  establishments  for  the  coloring  or  printing  of  textiles  or  other 
enterprises  requiring  (quantities  of  dyemg  material,  the  importance 
of  Hie  trade  in  this  article  in  Morocco  has  been  extremely  limited  up 
to  the  present  time. 

The  aniline  dyes  imported  into  the  country  are  exclusively  used  by 
the  Moorish  dyers  of  silk  and  woolen  thread  and  native  leather.  In 
the  year  l!>l-3.  the  last  year  in  which  the  import  trade  of  Morocco 
may  be  considered  of  a  normal  cliaracter,  these  imports  were  as  fol- 
lows : 


Country  or  orinliL 

Poonla. 

v«u-. 

CouDtrrolorlgiii. 

POUQdl. 

Vfllu.. 

"m 

tria 

2,5il2 

3a,  Mi 

Small  Import  of  Aniline  Dyes — Popular  Colors. 

Little  attention  has  been  given  to  aniline  dyes  in  Morocco  by  the 
general  importing  trade.  Such  articles  uiay  be  said  to  be  handled  in 
Uiis  country  a.s  a  secondary  line  jpy  import  commission  agents.  Since 
the  war  almost  unappreciable  quantities  of  aniline  dyes  have  be«n 
imported  into  tliis  country,  and  it  is  reported  that  tlio  quality  is 
much  inferior  to  that  of  tlie  i)roduct  formerly  imported  from  Ger- 
many. 

The  colors  principally  in  demand  are  fuchsine,  orange,  violet, 
poppy  color,  and  blue.  German  colors  were  presented  in  the  form 
of  crystals  and  powder,  but  crystals  enjoyed  a  much  greater  pref- 
erence. Both  crystals  and  powdei-s  required  simply  to  be  mixed 
with  water.  Xo  dyes  would  be  acceptable  to  the  natii'e  dyers  of 
Moi-occo  if  acids,  salt",  or  other  chemicals  were  necessary  in  their 
preparation  for  use.  The  dyes  were  packed  in  tin  boxes  containing 
500  grams  (1,1  pounds)  net  each. 

[A  list  of  flrnia  la  Monicco  which  may  be  Interested  In  reprcfientlDC  Amoilcan 
manufncturers  of  nnlllne  ilyes  may  bo  ohtalued  froai  the  llnrenu  of  Fortjijin  and 
Domestic  Cummerce  or  its  liisti'lct  and  cooi>eratlve  oBlcea  bs  referring  to  fllo 
No.  104893.] 


Goot^lc 
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BTBAIIS  SETTLEKEHTS. 
[Consul  Genvnl  Edwin  N.  GoDBaulns,  filofapore.] 

There  is  a  good  market  in  British  Malaya  for  the  sale  of  American- 
made  dyes,  but  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  local  conditions  and 
methods  be  thoroughly  studied  by  dye  and  chemical  experts  before 
any  trade  of  importance  can  be  developed. 

The  dye  industry  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  Chinese,  who  pur- 
chase their  supphes  through  local  European  importers  and  dis- 
tributors. Most  of  the  cloth  dyed  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
clothing,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  population  is 
of  the  Chinese  raccj  many  unusual  shades  and  colors  are  in  demand. 
Chinese  Use  Old  Hcttaodi  of  Drelng. 

There  arc  many  reasons  why  a  clear  understanding  of  local  condi- 
tions is  essential.  One  reason  is  that  the  Chinese  engaged  in  the 
dyeing  industry  generally  hold  to  old  methods,  and  although  many 
of  them  purchase  modern  dyes,  some  of  these  dyers  mix  with  the 
European  product  crude  local  dyes  made  from  banana  peels,  man- 
grove bark,  and  otlter  products  of  the  Malay  Peninsula.  Such  a 
mixture  has  a  chemical  effect  on  certain  dyes  and  renders  them  use- 
less or  unsatisfactorj'.  A  chemist  or  dye  expert  would  be  able  to 
show  tlie  consumer  that  his  method  of  dyeing,  not  the  imported  dye, 
was  at  fault. 

Manufacturers  in  one  of  the  European  countries,  which  largely 
supplied  the  Straits  Settlements  with  dyes  before  the  present  war, 
sent  trained  men  to  the  Orient  to  study  the  market  and  familiarize 
themselves  with  the  needs  of  the  country.  These  representatives  not 
only  placed  their  products  on  the  market,  but  they  did  much  to  edu- 
cate the  native  consumer  in  the  use  of  modern  dyes.  Intelligent 
young  Chinamen  were  sent  to  Europe  at  the  expense  of  the  manu- 
facturers and  given  a  thorough  training  in  the  large  dye  works  and 
laboratories.  These  men  returned  to  the  Orient,  and  "their  services 
proved  very  valuable. 
KanntactQieri  Should  Study  Zrfwal  Trade  Condltloni. 

The  shades  and  color  effects  desired  by  th;i  local  trade  must  be 
studied  and  understood  before  American  manufacturers  can  secure 
a  share  of  the  dye  trade  of  Malaya.*  An  instance  is  related  to  show 
ihe  great  imixirtance  of  this.  A  certain  black  effect  is  very  popular 
with  the  Chinese.  Some  years  ago  the  local  dyers  secured  this  color 
by  dipping  the  cloth  about  fifteen  times  in  a  cold  indigo  solution,  the 
cloth  being  laid  in  the  sun  to  dry  between  dippings.  This  process 
was  laborious  and  expensive.  The  representative  of  a  European 
manufacturer  studied  this  color  and  as  a  result  this  concern  soon 
placed  on  the  market  a  dye  that  would  produce  the  proper  shade 
with  one  dipping.  ,  It  was  necessary  for  the  dye  to  be  at  a  high  tem- 
perature when  the  cloth  was  dipped,  and  therefore  the  next  and 
probably  the  most  difficult  problem  was  to  |>ersuade  the  dyers  to 
alter  their  methods,  which  necessitated  raising  the  vats  to  make 
room  for  a  fire  beneath.  Although  the  Chinese  were  slow  in  making 
the  necessary  changes  and  accepting  the  new  method,  the  manufac- 
turer eventually  developed  a  good  demand  for  this  particular  dye — 
a  demand  which  could  never  have  been  produced  by  the  sole  use  of 
letters  and  samples.  ,  -  ■ 
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TEHEZUELA. 

[Consnl  Frank  Anderson  Hcnly,  Puerto  Cnbcllo,  Junr  IT.] 

The  demand  for  aniline  dyes  in  the  Puerto  Cabello  district  is 
small  and  confined  chiefly  to  the  two  cotton  mills  which  are  opernted 
in  Valencia,  There  is  also  a  small  dyeing  oafablishmcnt  in  that 
city  which  imports  for  its  own  use.  In  addition,  occitsional  very 
email  orders  for  dyes  are  sometimes  placed  by  general  merchants 
and  importers  of  drugs. 

Venezuelan  import  statistics  do  not  show  dyes  separately.  It  is 
known  in  a  general  way  that  before  the  war  Germany  was  the 
sole  source  and  that  now  the  United  States  occupies  this  position. 
Up  to  date  the  value  of  dyes  exported  to  Puerto  Cabello  from  the 
United  States  during  the  current  year,  according  to  the  export 
declarations,  has  amounted  to  slightly  less  than  $;j,000. 

{The  nnmes  of  the  users  of  dyes  mentlouecl  above 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  DomeslEc  Commerce  oi-  lb 
ofllces  by  refei-riug  to  file  No.  103330.] 


FKOFOSALS  FOR  007EBHUENT   SUPPLIES  AND   CONSTBTTCTIOn. 

ICorrc3|>oiiacnce  ahould  be  dtroct  wUh  the 
luformBtloD  can  ububIIj  ba  obtalneil  at  tbe  . 

or  (hp  work  1h  to  Iw  iiorfotmcd.     In  cuacs  n  .._     ..._ ...   ._.  ..  ^ 

flrmH  to  siiL)mlt  tenders,  they  slioiild  Bsh  to  bo  placed  on  the  mnUlna  IIbIb  of  eucli  offlccB 
to  receive  notieca  calling  for  future  BuppllcH  or  work  of  a  similar  nnlurc] 

Lumber,  No.  S3!W. — Sealed  proposals  will  lie  received  by  the  Superintendent  of 
LlghtbouReH,  Charleston,  S.  C,  until  September  20,  IfllS,  for  47,000  feet, 
board  measure,  cypi"ess  lumber,  to  be  delivereil  In  ship's  tackle  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  Savannah,  Ga.,  Brunswick,  Gii.,  Jacksonville, 
Cla,,  and  Fernandina,  Fla.,  or  Palatka  Fla. 

Denial  cqiUpinent.  No.  5304. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  Medical 
Supiilj'  Depot,  Ualted  States  Army,  Ki8  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
unlli  Soi)loniltor  30,  ]!)1S,  for  iicidimi  tritbloracetk-uui,  cuRonol,  mercury, 
paraform,  alloy  balances,  Instrument  boilers,  oak  office  cuiics,  rubber-dam 
t'hiui])S,  root-cimal  cleaners,  denial  engines,  drills,  mnndrcls,  foix'eps,  alcohol 
lamps,  etc. 

Wood  piles.  No.  ri395.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  office  of  the 
Mississippi  River  Commission,  first  and  spoonrt  district.''.  Memphis,  Teim., 
until  September  18,  1918,  for  furnishlns  about  3,000  Wood  piles. 

Repair  of  veisct,  No.  539G. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  LlRbtbouses,  Tompklnsvllle.  N.  Y.,.  until  September  11,  1918,  for 
docking  and  rcpalrInK  Ram  Island  Reef  Light  Ves.sei. 

Earlhuork  contlnirlioR,  No.  .^307. — Sealed  proposals  will  bo  recelveil  at  tiie 
olllce  of  the  Mississippi  River  Commission,  first  and  second  districts,  Mem- 
phis, Tenn..  until  Sei>tember  28,  1918.  for  conslnicting  aljont  731.000  cubic 
yards  of  earthwork  In  tlie  Upper  and  Lower  St.  Francis  Levoe  Districts. 


OITICES  OP  TEO^  BUEEATT  OF  FOBEION  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEECE. 

COOPCBITIVE  OFFICES. 


BOSTONi  1801  CaitoBkiMaii. 

CHICAdO:  G04  FtdcrBl  BnlldlnK. 

BT.  LOUIS:  40i  Third  NtUoMl  Bank  Bai1d1>K. 

nen  OBLRIW:  lOSO  Rlbciuli  RiBk  BalldlBg. 

SAN  FBANCISCO:  SOT  CBilonhaui. 

tUTTLE  I  8U  Oeixr  BHUIiv. 


CLBrXLl.<ni:  Ckwabcr  «t  Coranerrf. 
CIKaXNATli  Ckinbet  of  CoBment. 
ClSClNSATl!  UeBrrBl  Frdfbt  Igont,  » 

Bull  nit  I,  SB  Innlli  Bulldlnit. 
LOS  A^eELES:  Onmbcr  of  Comiufrn. 
FHn.AVELFHIA :  (liiunlieT  of  ConBtcm. 
POBTLIND,  OREfl.:  ChiBbn  of  Count 
DIITO:):  Orutcr  Dart«B  luocUUoD. 
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TOEEIOH  TXAIE  OPPOSTimiTIES. 


B  dtjilrlei  And  cnop«m« 

a  aeparBte  sheet  iDd  Btste 
I  credit  tallnpi  ^t  sHnnn* 


Hcnervt^d  nddrOEE^a  may  he  obtained  from  the  IlareAB  ■ 

(Its  oIUcfi.     Hoquest  far  each  npportunJty  (hoald  b 

apportnnltr  namber.     The   Bnresn   does  Dot   [< 

reBpoaBlblllly  a;;  to  the  slanillng  ut  lorelKn  Inquirers; 

taki'O  In  all  cbspb.      SjrnholB  :   •  Rei>opted  by  Amerkfln  comulac  offlcprs  ;  t  Reported  by 

commercial  attaches  and  commercial  ageDts ;  ]  Direct  InqDlrlee  recelvefl  by  the  Bureaa. 

In  roDHlderlnic  the  (oIIdwIbs  "  opport  unit  lea  ■■  apvclBl  rrgnri  ahoald  b« 
had  (a  (be  lawa  and  rvsalatlou  kovcfuIbk  export  UccDaca  ud  tvmdlas 


ArtfdHa!  dyeR 

.  2T420 

—  2  410 

Leather,  hidec.  and  aklc 
Machinery 2741E 

'2741 

CFTiiB 

274S0 

^^•^^^T'"''"'  •"" 

nachfnp 



%v,t 

(i^iSrSe^i.flndii«"-::_-:.- 

Rhwt  Iron 

27<ls 

Wai 

2  420 

27414.* — A  firm  In  EnBlnnd  desires  to  purchase  or  to  act  aa  ngents  for  nac- 
charine,  tinned  salmon,  and  sirups  and  treacle.  Tonus,  cosh  against  docu- 
ments.   Iteference. 

27415.— A  firm  in  Italy  desires  fi>  purchase  black  sheet  Iron,  0.12  to  0.15  milH- 
meter  thick ;  wood  screiva,  No.  10  and  No.  12 ;  automatic  macbiaea  for  mak- 
ing wood  screws;  and  braiding  machines  for  braiding  tubular  ehoe  strings, 
for  circular  braid  of  about  00  spina.    Itefcrencea. 


27419. •—.A,  man  In  France  desires  to  act  ns  general  atrent  In  Southern  France 
for  food  products,  or  maclilner.v,  particularly  automobiles  and  tractors. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  French.     Itcferencc, 

27420.*— A  firm  In  Denmark  desires  to  purchase  tanned  oak  sole  leather,  black 
aud  colored  box-calf,  black  and  colored  kids,  black  and  colored  and  wliite 
alum  grain  sheciisklns,  fancy  hides  tor  furniture  uptiolsterlng,  fancy  lildes 
and  skins  fur  the  manufacturhit;  of  trunlts,  pockctbooks.  etc.,  taiming  and 
dyewooil  oxtracis,  tanning  chemicals.  artirK-liil  dyes,  leather  oils,  and  degras 
wax.  Terms,  cash  against  documents.  Correspondence  in  Englisli.  Refer- 
ences. 


27422. "—A  firm  In  Costa  Rica  desires  to  purchose  mills  to  Rrlnd  coroio  and 
pnlniiclio  nuts,  of  a  capacity  of  two  tons  pet  day.  Quotations  should  l>e 
f.  o.  b.  Now  York.  Terms,  cash  against  documents.  Correspondence  prefer- 
al>ly  in  Spanish,  but  English  may  be  used. 

27423.* — A  firm  In  China  desires  to  purchase  printing  Ink  tor  letterpress  and 
litbodnipblc  work  In  different  colors,  to  be  packed  in  one-pound  tins,  200 
pounds  to  a  case,  for  transshipment  at  Shanghai.  Terms,  cash  with  order 
atminst  documents,  or  through  bank  in  Cliina.  Correspondence  in  English. 
Iteferences. 


ogle 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILT  CONSDLAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FORBGH  AND  DOUESTIC  COUMERCE 

-  DEFARIUENT  OF  COMUERCB 

for  Hh  bj  Iba  SupBjMetdest  g(  Docimeiitii,  WidilR|t«i,  D.  C,  ii  fl.50  pir  jta 

No.  209         Washington,  D.  C,  Friday,  September  6 1918 

CONTENXa. 

Page.  Faga.  . 

Tamnlfo  oil  Bhlpnieiits  in  Jnlj 807  Ni!«l   of  eleetrlral   sappllps   in   South 

CotHlitlon  of  Kgyptlan  coHon  crop..,  897  Africa ,. »02 

TbIc  rmourcca  and  prDductlon  of  South  Small    Uomlalcan    cacao    and    tobacco 

Africa SftS  propx 003 

Cblna'a  trailp  Id  djen 8lin       Fnilt  crops  Id  the  Ni-thirlainlH »U8 

Npw  stock  eichaneCH  In  ShanBhnl N09  Italy  requisitions  coiubi^  wool  topii..  003 

Chanp™  In  enpmy  traillnp  U-t HUO  Kank   ot  FlnUnd's   rpporl;   for   1917..  Wi 

Suiall  lU'Diand  for  musical  instrunu'Dts  Conauoiptlon   of   ulcobulk   liquora   Id 

In  roochow 901  Jamafca 904 

TAHPICO  on.  SHIPMENTS  IN  JTIIY. 
(Consul  Claude  I.  Dbwsod.  Tamplco,  Muilco,  Aug.  10.] 

Declared  exports  of  cnide  oil  and  petroleum  products  from  tlio 
Tampico  district  to  the  I'nited  States  in  July,  1918,  amounted  to 
3,435,545  bnrrels.  The  movement  from  Tampico  was  2,783,300  bar- 
rels, from  Tiixpan  441,245,  and  from  the  new  shipping  point  of  Port 
Lobos  211,000  barrels. 

Shipments  to  points  other  than  the  United  States  during  the  same 
period  were  reported  as  1,3()9,2!>()  barrels — 676,91C  barrels  from  Tam- 
pico and  032,374  barrels  from  Tuxpam.  The  gross  exports,  therefore, 
reached  a  total  of  4,744,835  ban-els,  a  total  greater  than  for  any 
previous  month  during  fhc  present  yenr. 

The  Tampico  shipments  of  refined  products  included  1,025,500 
barrels  of  reduced  crude,  110,000  barrels  of  distillate,  95,000  barrels 
of  topi>ed  crude,  and  40,000  barrels  of  naphtha. 


CONDITION  OP  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  CEOP. 

[Consul  Arthur  (iarrcls,  Atciandrln,  July  S:  data  lakco  from  Juue  BuUelln  of  Ministry 
of  Agriculture] 

The  weather  was  windy  during  the  first  half  of  June  and  e.\cep- 
tionallv  hot  in  the  midtlle  of  the  month,  but  on  the  whole  was  more 
favorable  than  during  May.  The  water  supply  was  abundant.  The 
usual  watering,  hoeing,  and  thinning  are  still  m  progress  in  the  lato 
cotton. 

The  cotton  worm  attack  is  generally  light.  The  work  of  hand- 
picking  and  burning  leaves  infected  with  egg  masses  is  being  vig- 
orously carried  on.  Tn  rare  cases  only  have  newly-hatched  eggs  been 
found.  The  pink  bollworm  is  reported  to  be  present  in  the  stigmas 
of  flowers  examined  in  Sharqiya  Province,  and  the  common  bollworm 
has  been  noticed  in  the  terminal  slioots  in  the  Beheira  district. 

Ihe  crop,  favored  by  the  weather,  has  considerably  recovered  from 
the  effect  of  a  much-retarded  start.  Flowering  is  profuse,  and  the 
formation  of  bolls  has  begun  in  early  sown  areas. 

78B28°-  18  8OT 
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TALC  EESOITSCES  AND  PBODVCTION  OF  SOTTTH  AFBICA. 

[Tbc  South  Arrlmn  Journal  of  Industrlci",  rrntorln,  Jime.] 

Talc  has  a  wide  distribution  in  the  older  todia  o£  the  L'nidn  of 
South  Afrien,  but  has  liitherto  been  worketl  only  in  the  Bnrberton 
district  of  the  Transvual  and  in  one  or  two  other  localities.  In  the 
Barberton  district  the  talc  occurs  in  the  form  of  nearly  vertical  bands 
up  to  15  feet  in  thicknest^.  bounded  by  smooth  jomt  planes,  the 
"  country  "  being  a  pnlc,  dirty  grayish  or  greenish  massive  nltrabasic 
rock,  rich  in  magnesia,  belonging  to  the  Jamestown  series.  The 
purest  form  of  reef  matter  constituting  the  first  quality  of  '"ore"  is 
a  delicate,  pale  greenish,  subtranslucent  rock  possessing  a  well-devel- 
oped fibrous  structure,  the  slightly  curved  fibers  being  arranged  more 
or  less  parallel  with  one  another.  Dark-colored  varieties,  omn  deep 
green  and  quite  opaque,  form  the  second  quality  of  ore.  Gold  occHrs 
in  the  talc  as  thin  smeai*s  and  films  on  joint  planes,  and  the  occurrence 
was  originally  worked  as  a  gold  mine.  At  pre.sent  gold  is  a  by- 
product of  the  talc-mining  operations.  The  deposits  have  been 
opened  up  hy  means  of  shafts  and  tunnels  and  the  reserves  of  talc 
are  said  to  be  enormous. 
Kethodt  of  HanafoatQrlng  Fint-Oradc  Talc  Ore. 

Tlie  talc  mined  goes  to  a  <lressing  plant,  in  which  the  first  and  sec- 
ond ^ades  of  ore  I'eceive  separate  treatment.  The  better  (]uality  of 
laic  IS  introduced  in  the  form  of  small  lumps  into  a  disint«grator  of 
the  "cyclone"  type,  whei-e  it  is  ground  to  a  fine  [wwder,  wliich  is 
carried  upward  into  a  vortical  elevator  pipe  by  a  strong  current  of 
air  generated  by  a  blower  attached  to  the  disintegrator.  The  most 
.finelj'  comminuted  talc  passes  out  of  the  top  o£  the  vertical  pipe  into 
a  long,  sausage -shaped  vertical  canvas  balloon  and  drops  into  a  re- 
ceiver below  as  soon  as  the  machinery  stops.  The  material  thus  col- 
lected forms  the  best  quality  of  ground  talc.  It  is  used  principally 
for  toilet  and  medicinal  purposes.  Tlie  coarser  talc  powder  tliat 
doe.s  not  reach  the  top  of  the  vertical  elevator  pipe  is  carried  oft'  by 
means  of  a  side  piece  to  a  very  fine  horizontal  aiflt  screen.  Tiie  talc 
remaining  on  this  screen  is  reground ;  that  which  falls  through  con- 
stitutes the  second  grade  of  ground  talc.  It  is  used  for  cleaning  and 
drying  corn  and  other  cereals,  for  making  soap  and  gwase,  for  facing 
molds  in  brass  foundries,  and  for  treating  the  wounds  and  skin  dis- 
eases of  cattle. 
Manufacturing  Lower  Grade  Talo — Talc  for  Paper  and  Knbbei  Making. 

The  lower  grade  of  talc  ore  is  sent  through  a  five-stamp  battery,  in 
which  any  gold  present  is  recoveredj  while  tlie  talc  tailing,  after  being 
passed  over  a  ^Vilfley  table,  is  dried  and  screened.  The  talc  thus 
obtained  is  used  by  boot  manufactui'ers  for  leather  dressing  and  fin- 
ishing in  the  manufacture  of  paints  and  distempers,  by  garages  and 
rubber  manufacturers,  in  the  pr&servation  of  eggs  and  fruits,  and 
for  making  imitation  stone  and  tiles.  Part  of  the  talc  mined  is  cut 
into  slabs  for  the  manufacture  of  acetylene-gas  burners,  into  square 
and  round  slate  pencils,  and  into  thicker  engineer's  pencils,  whicli  arc 
used  in  large  quantities  by  the  South  African  railways. 

Tlie  better  grades  of  ground  talc  have  been  found  well  adapted  to 
the  manufacture  of  paper  and  rubber,  and  as  the  talc  can  be  cheaply 
mined  and  railage  from  Noordkaap  Siding  to  Delagoa  Bay  is  only 
8s.  6d.  per  ton,  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  a  big  export  tracJe 
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■will  be  established  in  it  wlien  shipping  space  for  this  purpose  is  once 

more  available. 

Frodnction  Ootside  of  BarbeTton  Iilstrlet — Total  Production. 

Ground  talc  is  also  being  prepared  in  Johannesburg  from  a  talcose  • 
schist,  said  to  occur  in  the  old  granite  to  the  nortli'of  Krugersdorp, , 
Transvaal.  No  information  regarding  the  deposit  is  available. 
Ground  talc  suitable  for  covering  boilei's  and  steam  pipes  is  being 
obtained  from  a  talc-tremolite  rock  near  Pomeroy,  on  the  Maceheko 
Biver,  in  Zululand.  Massive  talc  or  soapstone  is  a  common  mineral 
in  southern  Rhodesia,  occurring  in  the  Basement  Complex  in  large : 
bodies  in  a  nioi-e  or  less  pure  foim.  The  fibrous  variety  used  in  paper 
making  also  occurs ;  the  writer  has  seen  some  very  fine  specimens  of 
foliated  talc  from  this  territory.  A  number  of  talc  claims  have  been '. 
pegged  in  different  localities,  but  as  yet  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  ■ 
work  any  of  the  deposits. 

The  pi-odiiction  of  talc  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  has  been  as ' 
follows  in  the  last  three  calendar  vears:  1915—44  short  tons,  valued  ' 
at  i218:  1916—132  tons,  valued  at  £5SC;  and  1917—785  tons,  valued  , 
at  £1,9G2.  ■ 


CHINA'S  TBADE  IN  DYES. 

ICddsuI  M.  F.  Perkins,  Shanghai.] 

Germany  formerh*  supplied  about  95  per  cent  of  the  dyestuffs  con- 1 
sunied  in  China.  In  order  to  siiecessfully  introduce  such  products  I 
into  this  field  it  would  seem  advisable  for  other  manufacturers  to  ! 
adopt  the  German  plan  of  introduction.  The  Continental  manufac-  i 
turers  supplied  the  foremost  German  house  in  the  trade  in  Shanghai  | 
with  an  unlimited  quantity  of  dyes  of  all  kinds  on  consignment  and  ! 
allowed  it  a  commission  of  20  jier  cent  on  all  sales.  In  addition  the  i 
manufacturers  detailed  chemists  to  this  firm's  office,  who  undertook  ; 
to  demonstrate  to  the  Shanghai  company's  customers  the  various  , 
colors  made  and,  in  certain  cases,  ttJ  turn  out  sample  colors  upon 
request. 

The  following  figures  showing  imports  of  dyes  and  dyestuffs  from  ! 
foreign  countries  into  China  for  the  years  1913  and  1917  may  be  of 
interest:  i»i8.  1017. 

Aniline 83. 943, 328         

IndlKO,  nrtlfldnl J,032,2ai        $184,067 

"  41.5G5  623.887 


In  this  connection  it  may  be  stated  that  Shanghai  transacts  40  t6| 
45  per  cent  of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  China  and  is  the  chief  distrib- 
uting port  for  northern  and  Yangtze  ports.  ' 

NEW  STOCK  EXCHANGES  IN  SHANGHAI. 
[Commvrdal  Atlachj  A.  W.  Forrin,  Pekiog.  Julr  n>.] 
The  recent  action  of  the  Japanese  merchants  and  financiers  of 
Shanghai  in  establishing  a  Japanese  stock  exchange  in  that  city  hag 
stimulated  the  Chinese  residents  of  Shanghai  to  the  inauguration  of 
a  similar  institution  which  shall  be  entirely  Chinese.  The  cotton 
guild,  the  cotton-yarn  guild,  the  rice  guild,  the  bean  guild,  and  others 
are  actively  interested  and  it  is  stated  that  the  central  government 
at  Peking  has  granted  a  permit  for  the  organization  of  the  exchange. 
The  exchange  will  be  in  full  operation,  it  is  expected,  by  August  20, 
1918. 
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CHAKeSS  IN  ENEKT  TRADIKfl  LIBI. 

Tlio  WiU'  Trade  Board  nunounces  tlie  following  addition!^  to  the 
Enemy  Trading  List  fis  of  date  of  September  6.  IftlS: 


Abtlnla    Ytilio    y    Herinaiio.     Bhpiiok 

Balct,   J.    iUyucv    (or   .lnrKcl.    Idieuns 

Bnrbicrl.  Alliertf..  Ajiiiiicho. 

Cohen,    MniiHs.    Irf'vj*   A    Co.,   Riienos 

Aires. 
Drehcr,  Julio.  ItiicnoK  Aires. 
Diiek  &  CflliPii,  ('allf  Az<Mi»>iiiifni  045, 

Riipnofl  Alrw. 
Diieo,  Slnioa.  Kii4>nci!<  Aire.'*. 
Goinez.  Bosllotll  &  Co.,  Itueiios  Aires. 
Gullbert   (m-  Giillwrt).  Duvid,  &  Co., 

BuenoH  Alr^. 
Herber,  Ciistav,  Itueiiiu^  Aires. 
Huicei,  Wnltei'.  ('itiieonlln. 
Jacobl  &  liars,  Biieiios  AIivk. 
Jacob),      Silii.tuiuiiiio      (ot     Jnenlii     ft 

Marx>,  Baernw  Aires. 
Marx,  Manrk-io"  utt  Jucubi  &  Marx), 

BUCDOS  A  ill's. 
Miissi.  Vrnuclseii.  Iliieaotii  Aires. 
Mntz.  SnntlftRn,  Biienoa  .\lres. 
Pemas.  HeraiaimK,  Saut*  Cruz. 
La  Bell  ami  urn  <ie  llueiios  Airen, 
Seboptli)('lH-r  &  Slehel.  Biienon  Aires. 
Van  Huiaii'Mi,  A'ocke  &  Co..  Buenos 

Vendrell,  Dellta,  Buciioh  Aires. 
Zeituue  (orSettaae)  &  Anbaui.  Buenos 
Aires. 

0>uipa&ta  KollTluna  dc  Wolfrnni.  iia 

Pqz. 
Montano,  VenaixTlo,  Cocbabiinibn. 
Monterde,  Manuel.  Su<Te. 
Pastor,  Junn  Miinuel,  I^  ray.. 
Rnbdll.  Alejandro,  Oruro. 
Scbuett  &  i'o.,  I*  Paz, 
SebnItK.  n..  I.a  Pax. 
ScbDltz,    HeliiHcli    ri.a    1-Mrella).   La 

Paz. 
Vasquez,  Juan,  I'olosi. 
Vf)KS,  Juan,  Son  iBauncI",  Veliisco. 


Alvis,  J.  B.,  Iti«  Joueii'o. 
Ks(al>eleeiiiu>iilii    Inibi'-trtal    Mont; 
(K.  Spiller.  jr.K  Bin  de  .Tiineim. 
Ixieaer,  4'nrli>s.  Anirnju. 
Samuel,  Maurii'io.  Maiuuis. 
Sdiaitza,  (War.  &  Co.,  T'orlo  Alwii 
Stuck.  Ott'i.  Sao  I'niilo. 
Tai-ares,  M,.  &  Arrutln.  C^runilw. 

(Jaiiitaiia   &  Co.,  24   St.   Isiciro  Sir 


"  Ksuicnildiis "  Plautncioii  (Fin(^ 
"  KKUieralilns,"  Enrique  ITermaDn), 
Costa  ("^ca. 

Frank,  Vk'tor,  &  Co..  Chnmiterico. 


Astruln,  Valerio,  &  Co,,  I'aflium. 
Berens,  Alfredo,  Puebbi. 
Boietln  (le  fluorra,  Alexlco  Clly. 
Bolctln  de  Informndon,  Guadalajara. 
Boticn  Gel  Zocalo  {Bafucl  Diaz  &  Co.), 

Orlsnba. 
Brun,  E.,  &  Co.,  Collnia. 
Oaamano,    Nlrola<!    <La    Preuaa    del 

Dia),  Orlzabii. 
Caiidado   lie  Oro,    El    inicliard    Her- 

luanos).  Orizaba. 
Ciisani  4  Primo,  Vera  Cruz. 
ColllRuon,  Kduanio,  Guadalajani. 
CoutI,  Diaz,  Mexico  City    (of  Gogen- 

lieiiii  &  Bnlaresque). 
Dtfgeuer,  Adolf o,  Vera  Cruz. 
Diaz.  Coutl,  Mesim  City    (of  Gugen- 

.Ijelin  &  Bolares(iue)p 
DieR  (or  Diaz),  itafael,  &  Co.  (BoUca 

del  Zocalol,  Orizaba. 
Girou.  Mit;uel,  Taimebula. 
Giiebel,  Aiidre.s,  Mexico  City. 
Hambergo-Breineiiiie      of      Hamburg, 

Mexico  Cltj-. 
Illustracion,     I.ii     (Itestoy,     Andres), 

Tauipii-o, 
Iwersou,  Kaiilio,  Mexico  Uitj-. 
Keller,  Emil.  Cbibuabun. 
Kulhmonn,  Gustavo,  CflUma. 
Meeneti,  Gpranl,  Mexleo  City. 
Mendez,  Aufnistln,  Guadalajara. 
Cio.     MerciintU     Occidental,     S.     A., 

Guadalajara. 
X:itioii;d   PnisKiiui   of  Stelliii.   Jlexieo 

City. 
Ij»«   Novedaiies   de  Francia    (Menen- 

dei  y  HnoK.).  Orizaba, 
Peterson  y  WiHe.  Guadalajara. 
Preusa  y  Witt<-,  (^lUadalajara. 
Prensn  del  die,   Tji    (Caamano,  Nin»- 

ins).  Orizaba. 
Restoy,     Andres     I  I.n     lilaatracton). 

Tampion. 
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RleliQi'd  Henuanot)    (El  Candado  de 

Oro),  Orizaba. 
Rltter,  Fernando,  Mexico  City. 

BuelAS,  Frederlco,  JlBuzanillo. 
Raelas,  Itlcnrdo.  ManzanlTlo. 
StdircmpeJ,  Juan,  Mexl«  Clfj'. 
Schwelkbardt,  Carlos,  Guadalnjarn. 
Sieber.  Clomente,  Sumilo. 
Volvrc,  Emlllo,  Mexico  City. 
Zaivml.itf.  Ponrndo,  Mexico  Cit;-. 

UOBOCCO. 

SvaiVK  dc  Lorea/aiia,  Alberto,  M«lllla. 


SAT.rAPOB, 

Meyer,  Unrcellri,  Son  MIgiie). 


Socl«dad  NiiviirrB  de  ludusti'las,  Pam- 


Tlie  following  pei'^oDs  aiid  firms  have  been  removed   from  the 
Enemy  Trading  List : 


Nojnieirji,  Onndido  &  Co..  Siio  Piinlo, 

(■OLOMBIA. 

KliU!     Uiilveriiiil,     Bnrniiujiiilln     and 


AMslla,  Prtui  K,  Port  a«  Pclnce. 
Tiilledo,  ]'e.li'o.  Mnui. 


8HAXX  SEUAITD  FOE  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS  IN  FOOCHOW. 

[Consul  Albeit  W.  PontiuK.  FooohoB'.  China,  July  ».] 
TJicre  iri  very  little  call  for  '•  foreign "  musical  instruments  in 
Foochow  or  immediate  vicinity,  such  demand  as  e.'tists  being  confined 
to  phonop-aphs,  the  imports  of  which  during  the  past  year  amounted 
to  about  $2,000  (all  values  are  in  local  corrency ;  at  present  bank  rate 
of  exchange  $100  local  cmrency  equals  $80  tj.  S.  gold).  The  ma- 
chines sold  on  th?  Foociiow  niarkict  'areiof  American,  Japanese,  and 
British  manufacture.  Tlie  American  machine  is  sold  m  both  the 
metal-hoi-n  and  cabinet  styles,  each  srtyle  retailing  fo*-  $70,  while  the 
British  one  in  similar  styles  sells  for  $G0,  These  machines  have 
an  oak  cabinet  and  are  equipped  with  double  spring  and  10-inch 
turntable,  playing  two  10-inch  records  with  one  winding. 
t  The  machines  wi*h  single  spring,  8-iiich  turntable,  metal  horn,  and 
oak  cabinet,  playing  one  record  at  a  winding,  are  sold  at  $30  to  $35, 
tbe  latter  being  of  American  manufacture.  The  cabinet  machine 
(without  horn)  of  similar  description  retails  at  $25  to  $30.  Japane.sc 
machine  with  10-inch  turntable,  metal  horn,  and  oak  cabinet  is  sold 
at  $21,  while  the  cabinet  stvle  (without  horn),  with  8-inch  turntable, 
sells  for  $11. 

These  machines  arc  all  finished  in  oak,  well  made,  each  carefully 
packed  in  a  wooden  case.  The  local  bnver  piefers  the  cabinet  stvle, 
oak  finish,  nt  a  cost  of  $25  to  $40. 


Swedisli  papci's  report  that  the  principal  timber  exporters  of 
Sweden  have  formetl  an  exporters'  trust  to  handle  all  timber  exports 
in  order  to  combat  the  buying  combinations  that  are  said  fo  be  in  the 
imiwrting  countries. 
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HEED  OF  ELECTBICAL  SUPPLIES  DT  SOUTH  AFRICA. 


[Wvekljr  BullotlD,  CaaadUn  Drpartm^nt  ol  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottaira,  Ang.  36.1 

According  to  the  report  of  the  South  African  Department  of  Post 
F.nd  Telegraphs  for  tlie  cah-ntlar  year  1917,  the  department  has 
experienced  considerahle  dlfficnltv  in  obtaining  supplies  of  telegraph, 
teleplione.  and  postal  material  from  oversea.  As  a  matter  or  fact, 
there  has  been  increasing  difficulty  in  this  respect  ever  since  1915, 
but  the  position  is  now  becoming  acute.  Exports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  are  restrictwl  to  material  actually  required  for  the  main- 
tenance of  existing  services  and  for  urgent  military  or  war  needs. 
The  Ministry  of  Munitions  is  not  prepared  to  grant  permission  for 
the  manufacture  or  supply  of  material  for  any  other  puriwse,  except 
in  very  special  circumstances.  Even  after  permission  is  granted, 
6,  12,  and  often  18  months  elapse  before  delivery  from  the  factory 
is  effected.  Delay  is  also  experienced  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  ship- 
ping space.  Negotiations  were  recently  completed  for  obtniiring  cop- 
per wire  from  Japan,  and  a  trial  order  was  accordin{;ly  placet!  with  a 
firm  in  that  country.  TeIe]ihone  apparatus  has  in  tlie  past  been 
obtained  almost  e.xclusively  from  a  Swedish  firm,  but  this  source  of 
supply  is  not  now  reliable.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  broaden  the 
basis  of  supply  by  means  of  inquiries  in  other  directions,  but  manu- 
facturers generally  of  telephone  equipment  in  the  allied  countries 
are  fully  occupied  on  war  work  and  are  not  in  a  position  to  quote  for 
early  delivery. 
Inoreaied  Coit  of  KateriaU  Needed. 

Since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  there  has  been  a  progressive 
increase  in  the  cost  of  all  classes  of  material,  more  particularly  those 
articles  which  contain  copper,  lead,  or  zinc.  The  increases  at  present 
range  from  25  per  cent  to  over  300  per  cent.  The  enhanced  prices 
are  primarily  due  to  (a)  , large  demands  and  restricted  suppli^ 
(/>)  increased  cost  of  production,  and  (c)-  high  freight  charges. 
The  following  figures  dealing  with  a  few  of  the  articles  in  everyday 
use  in  telegraph  and  telephone  installation  and  equipment  will  b© 
instructive  as  showing  the  additional  expense  incurred  in  meeting 
public  requirements.  Delivery  of  many  of  the  items  mentioned  has 
been  entirely  suspended,  and  some  time  will  elapse  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  hostilities  before  fresh  supplies  can  reach  tliis  couiitry.        ^ 
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SICAIX  DOUHICAir  OACAO  ASD  TOBACCO  CROPS. 

tConsul  Artiior  Mcrj-nn,  Puerto  Plain,  DomlnleBn  Rcpubtle,  Aug.  IG.l 
Cacao  and  tobacco  crops  are  tlie  two  chief  crops  cultivated  for  ex- 
port in  the  Puerto  Plata  consular  district,  whicli  comprises  the  norUi- 
ern  linlf  of  the  Dominican  Republic.    Cacao  usually  furnishes  from 
60  to  70  per  cent  of  the  vahioa  nnd  tobacco  from  20  to  30  per  cent. 

There  are  two  harvests  of  cacoa  a  vear  in  the  Dominican  Kepublic, 
the  principal  one  being  in  April,  May,  and  June,  and  a  secondary 
one  in  November  and  Deoeniber,  It  is  estimated  that  the  two  crops 
for  1918  will  together  amount  to  37,500,000  pounds,  or  25  per  cent 
less  than  a  normal  yield. 

There  is  but  one  tobacco  crop  in  this  island,  which  is  usually  gath- 
ered in  April,  May,  and  June.  Owing  to  the  high  prices  obtaineci  for 
the  lillT  crop,  a  greatly  increased  acreage  was  planted  in  tobacco,  and 
a^  a  reuult  it  was  confidently  expected  that  this  year's  yield  would  be 
in  the  oeighborhood  of  {i00,000  seroons  of  115   pounds,  each  net 

(57^0,000  pounds),  or  double  the  average.  In  view  of  the  ^I'ought, 
however,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  yield   will   exceed  200,000  seroons 

(23,000,000  pounds),  tho  greater  part  of  which  will  be  exported  to 
France,  Spam,  Algiers,  and  Holland.  There  are  still  remainin£  in 
storage  on  the  island  about  106,000  serooua  <  12.420,000  pounds)  ^om 
the  1917  harvest. 


FBxriT  CHOPS  IB  THE  NETHERLANDS. 

[Consul  rrnnlt  W.  Mabln,  .VojsterilalJi,  Aug.  3.] 

The  fruit  crops  in  Holland  are  below  the  average  this  year,  on 
the  whole. 

A  poor  crop  of  pears  and  apples  is  expected  everywhere  through- 
out tlie  country.  Tlie  general  condition  of  pears  is  from  bad  to  a 
fiiilure,  while  apple*  are  medimil  fo  i-dtUor  bad.  Plums  Wtc  about 
the  same  as  apples. 

The  crop  of  cherries  has  been  fair.  The  late  vai"icties  are  good  in 
some  northern  sections,  biit  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  country  they 
range  from  ratlier  bad  to  failure, 

^all  fniits  have  sufferetl  from  drouth  and  various  diseases  and 
insects,  find  therefore  the  crops  were  nowhere  good,  though  not  a 
complete  failure  anywhere. 

Outdoor  peaches  are  generally  bad.  Indeed,  uo  fruits  rank  as  good 
this  year,  except  those  grown  linder  glass.  Peaches  and  grapes  thug 
grown  are  rather  good  to  very  good. 


ITAIT  REQiriSITIONB  COUBED  WOOL  TOPS. 

[Condul  <ion*ral  David  F.  Wllbcr,  Kenou,  Auk-  0.1 

A  ministerial  decree  of  July  31  ordered  that  a  ictum  of  all  stocks 
on  hand  in  Italy  of  combed  wool  tops  (including  those  mixed  with 
cotton)  and  any  otiier  material  wliich  can  be  worked  by  spinning 
mills  for  combed  wool,  English  or  French  system,  be  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  War  bv  August  10.  After  that  date  all  traffic  in  audi 
tops  and  materials  will  be  by  permit  only. 
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BANE  OP  FINLAin)'S  BEPOBT  FOB  1917. 

ISvenak  HandelBtldnlng ;  IranBmlltPd  bj  Commercial  AttsobS  Erwln  W.  ThompSOD,  Cope*. 
bagt'D,  npnmark,  Aug,  5.] 

The  report  Of  the  Bank  of  Finland  for  1917  shows  clearly  tho 
effects  of  the  Russinn  revolution.  The  most  ostoniKhing  tiling  about 
the  balance  is  the  decrease  of  the  capital  stock  from  25.000,000  to 
4,700,000  Finnish  maiks  (Finnish  mark=$0.103),  and  the  total  dis- 
appearance of  the  reserve  fund  of  6^,000,000  marks.  Thus  about 
82,000,000  marks  has  been  used  to  cover  losses.  The  cause  was  the 
unprecedented  fall  in  Eiissian  exchange,  whereby  the  outstanding 
accounts  in  Russia  were  decreased  in  value  by  no  less  than  158,938,909 
marks.  The  exceptional  profit  made  by  the  bank  on  other  foreign 
transactions  lias  reduced  this  loss  to  90,893,0o4  marks.  Tlie  Finnish 
Government  has  now  voted  3,')0,000.000  marks  for  strengthening  the 
balance  of  the  bank,  whereby  its  position  is  again  secured. 

The  paper  currency  of  the  bank  on  January  1, 1917,  was  416,300,000 
marks,  compared  with  700,700,000  marks  in  1918,  which  is  an  increase 
of  86  per  cent  in  one  year.  At  the  same  time  the  amounts  on  deposit 
increased  from  146,000,000  marks  to  249,000,000  marks,  while  inland 
bills  of  exchange,  loans,  and  cash  credits  have  been  bnt  slightly 
changed.  The  lednction  of  the  metal  reserve  covering  the  paper 
money  is  very  great.  In  the  third  week  of  December  the  reserve  was 
1,068;000,000  marks,  while  one  week  later  it  was  only  945,000,000 
marks. 

CONSnMPTION  OF  ALCOHOLIC  LiaXTORS  IN  JAMAICA. 

iroimul  OtinrtM  I.  I.atbam,  Kingston.] 

The  consumption  of  rum  and  other  alcoholic  liquors  in  Jamaica 
may  be  computed  from  the  amount  of  revenue  paid,  which  includes  a 
tax  on  rum  made  in  Jamaica  and  a  duty  on  imported  liquors.  The 
following  table  shows,  in  United  States  gallons,  the  rum  manufac- 
tured and  used  in  Jamaica  (not  including  that  sold  for  use  outside 
the  island),  the  amount  of  spirits  imported,  and  the  total  consump- 
tion of  rum  and  other  spirits  in  the  island : 
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ITALY  EEGTTLATES  SLATTGHTER  OF  HORSES, 

[CoDBut  DnvlJ  F.  miber,  Gpnoa,  July  30.] 

By  a  decree  of  July  24  the  slaughtering  of  hordes,  asses,  and  mulet; 
suitable  for  raising  or  for  breeding  is  forbidden  in  Italy.  The  suit- 
ableness of  an  animal  for  raising  or  for  breeding  will  be  determined 
by  the  communal  veterinary  or  by  an  expert  appointed  by  the  mayor. 

The,  same  decree  prohibits  the  transportation  of  freshly  slaugh- 
tered horseHcsh  fiom  one  commune  to  another. 


SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  WAB  UATERIAL  IN  WALES. 

fVI'-e  Consul  Bfrnard  P.  IIbIc,  Swonwa,  Aur.  14,] 

There  are  two  large  shipwrecking  companies  in  Swansea — Messrs, 
Thos.  W.  Ward  &  Sons  (Ltd.)  and  tlie  Ship  Wrecking  Co.  Thei 
latter  firm  has  its  main  office  in  London,  with  branches  in  all  the 
important  ports  of  the  Ignited  Kingdom. 

Botli  concerns  Iiavo  always  had  a  large  business  in  the  salvage  of 
wai"ships  and  cargo-carrying  vessels.  Within  the  last  few  months 
this  business  has  been  extentled  to  include  the  collection  and  distribu- 
tion of  waste  war  material  imported  from  France  by  the  British 
Government.  Formerly,  nnder  an  agreement  with  the  British  Qo\»- 
ernment,  the  Frencli  Government  undertook  the  heavy  task  of 
collecting  all  the  salable  scrap  iron  from  the  battle  fields  of  the 
western  fi'ont,  and  working  it  up  into  iron  and  steel  bars.  But,  with 
th«  rapid  accnmulation  of  material,  it  was  found  necessary  to  ship 
considerable  quantities  of  it  to  this  country. 
Scrap  Iron  TTied  In  Local  Tln-7lBte  Indnitry. 

The  poorer  quality  of  the  scrap  iron,  such  as  axles,  wheels,  vehicle 
bodies,  and  wires,  are  shipped  to  the  ship-wrecking  companies  here. 
On  its  arrival  it  is  carefully  sorted  over  bv  these  firms  and  distributed 
to  local  iron  and  steel  manufacturers,  wliere  the  greater  proportiou 
of  it  is  melted  and  formed  into  steel  bars  for  the  tin-plate  industry. 
Swansea,  within  20  miles  of  which  are  located  80  per  cent  of  the  tin, 
teme,  and  black  plate  mills  in  the  United  Kingdom,  is  the  natural 
inlet  for  this  waste  material. 

The  entire  industry  is  under  Government  control.  Notwithstand- 
ing that  half  the  tin-plato  mills  in  this  district  have  been  closed  on 
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account  of  Govenuneot  rostiictions,  a  i;ci'tum  iuuount  of  tm  plate  is 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Munitiotit>,  and  therefore  licenses  are 
granted  to  many  manufacturers  nf  this  aiticlc  for  the  purchase  of 
raw  nintorial  and  ?crap  iron.  The  steel  bars  not  us^ed  in  the  majiu- 
facturo  of  tin  plates  are  shipped  to  other  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom, where  tlioy  are  rolled  into  steel  ^iheets  for  the  inuimfacturc  of 
sheltei-s  used  by  the  military  authorities  in  the  trenches. 


FOOCHOW'S  TEA  TE&DE  DTTBIHO  CVEEENT  TEAR. 

ICoDBul  Albert  W.  I'ODtlue,  Foocboir.  China.  Julf  SC] 

The  war  and  unsettled  conditions  in  Russia  continued  to  handicap 
Foochow's  trade  in  black  tea,  a  further  decline  in  export  shipments 
being  experienced.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  stocks 
of  tea  in  demand  in  foreign  markets  were  as  follows :  Congou,  45.489 
half  chests;  souchong,  l.'),79-I  half  chests;  oolong,  5,C15  half  chests; 
and  pekoe,  824  chests.  The  business  done  up  to  the  present  has  been 
almost  entirely  in  old  teas.  When  the  new  sen-^on  opened  in  June 
the  stocks  of  old  tea  had  declined  to  soiiclione:  10,000  half  chests, 
congou  23,000  half  chests,  oolong  4.R00  half  chests,  and  pekoe  407 
chests. 

New  teas  first  appeared  early  in  .Time,  Total  stocks  of  new  teas 
arriving  to  date  are:  Souchong,  1,300  half  chests;  congou,  55,000 
half  chests;  and  5,000  chests  of  flowery  pekoe.  Tlie  valuable  flowery 
pekoe  was  priced  at  200  taels  per  chest,  and  the  stocks  were  absolutely 
immovable  at  the  opening  of  the  market.  Up  to  the  latter  pari  of 
July  the  only  business  done  in  new  teas  was  several  hiindretl  cheste 
of  medium-grade  flowery  pekoe  and  2,000  half  chests  of  congou  for 
shipment  to  South  America.  The  prices  rnling  for  congous  were 
19  to  22  taels — about  3  taels  less  than  last  year, 
lineit  Oradei  LacklnfT — Black  akd  Oiten  Tea. 

The  market  generally  is  not  yet  open.  About  4.000  half  chests  of 
old-stock  souchongs  have  recently  l>epn  purchased  for  shipment  to 
France.  New  stocks  sliow  very  few  of  the  finest  teas  and  the  quality 
all  around  is  inferior  to  last  season.  The  bad  trade  had  in  black  teas 
indicates  that  the  second  crop  will  be  veiy  small,  with  practically  no 
third  crop,  r 

Shipments  of  black  tea  during  the  present  year  totaled  3,000,000 
pounds,  about  half  of  which  was  consigned  to  tliinesc  ports.  Ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  totaled  571,(X)0  pounds,  all  old  teas,  and 
the  present  year  marked  the  entry  of  a  local  Japanese  finn  in  this 
branch  of  the  local  trade. 

The  trade  in  groen  tea  was  about  tlic  same  as  last  year.  Prices  rul- 
ing ranged  from  10  to  24  taels  per  picul,  being  somewhat  lower  than 
the  figure  of  a  year  ago.  AU  of  the  giecn  tea  is  flipped  to  North 
China  ports  after  being  scented  with  jasmine  or  chlornnthus  flowers. 
No  figures  ai'e  obtainable  of  the  stocks  of  old  green  teas.  The 
arrivals  of  new  green  teas  to  dote  total  50.000  piculs,  of  which 
amount  8,C.'i2  pinils  have  been  shipped  from  the  port. 

[NoTE.~S100  ii>ca1  currency  )h  cqnlvalpnt  to  !?S2,25  U.  S.  fiolil,  and  the  local 
tuel  is  equivalent  to  .fl.ll  U.  S.  gold;  a  taalf  cliest  coutaina  from  33  to  44 
catticR  (44  t(i  r)S  iKHiiiOs) ;  a  iiieul  is  equivalent  to  1333  iwunda.] 
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SEA-BORNE  TRADE  OF  SWANSEA  EOR  SEVEN  MONTHS. 

[Consul  M.  K.  Moorbead,  Swansea,  WalVB,  Aug.  14.] 

According  to  advance  information  supplied  by  the  general  man- 
ager of  the  Swansea  Harbor  Trust  the  total  sea-borne  trade  of  Swan- 
sea during  the  first  seven  months  of  1918  amounted  to  2,154,056  long 
tons,  contrasted  with  2,379,150  tons  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  1917,  3,282,528  tons  in  1916,  3,537,200  tons  in  1915,  and  4,011,390 
tons  during  January-July,  1914.  The  total  trade  (imports  and 
exports)  decreased  during  the  first  seven  months  of  1918  as  com- 
pared with  the  like  period  of  1914  by  1,617,334  tons,  imports  declin- 
ing by  369.181  ions  and  exports  by  1,248,153  tons. 

The  slight  increase  in  1918  over  1917  was  due  almost  wholly  to 
larger  shipments  of  coal,  for  imports  declined,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  by  58,407  tons.  Exports  of  coal  from  Swansea  during 
the  seven  months  ended  July  31  last  amounted  to  1.559.092  tons,  or 
178,634  tons  more  than  during  the  like  period  of  1917.  Coal  briquets 
increased  by  8,901  tons  and  iron  and  steel  by  7,947  tons. 
Chief  Articles  of  Import  and  Export. 

The  following  table  shows  tlie  imports  and  exports  in  long  tons  of 
each  principal  article  at  Swansea  during  the  seven  months  ended 
July31,  1914,  to  1918; 
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Grand  total 

1,071,390 
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CORDAGE  TBADE  OF  WESTERN  VEXEZITELA. 

[CouBQl  Emll  Saofr,  Mftracalbo,  Ads.  (iJ 

The  largest  users  of  manila  cordage  in  western  Venezuela  are  the 
shipping  industries  and  the  petroleum  and  coal  development  com- 
panies. Cordnge  imported  into  the  Maracaibo  consular  district  was 
valued  at  $35,790  in  1915  and  $57,946  in  1916,  the  latest  years  for 
which  official  statistics  are  available. 

The  development  companies  import  almost  all  of  their  supplies 
direct  from  tlie  United  States  through  their  North  American  offices. 
Other  users  of  rope  in  this  district  as  a  rule  buy  from  the  local 
dealers,  who  themselves  either  import  or  purchase  at  .wholesale  from 
the  importers. 

There  are  compiii-ativelv  few  importers  of  rope,  and  these  firms 
sell  at  both  wholesale  antl  retail.  They  buy  (invariably  for  their 
own  account)  both  from  American  manufacturers  direct  and  from 
,  commisRiOD  nouses  in  New  York,  but  more  often  from  the  latter. 

[A  list  of  Marnntlbo  importerK  of  TOnlnge  and  rope  amy  he.  bnd  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  Bui-eiHi  of  Forpign  una  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  mul 
cooiM-rotive  ofllpes.    Hefer  to  file  No.  105200.7 


Catalo^e  of  German  Hetal  Ware. 
Consul  William  Dawson,  of  Montevideo,  lias  transmitted  to  the 
Hurean  a  catalogue  of  German  metal  ware  obtained  from  a  merchant 
in  that  city,  who  states  that  if  Anierican  manufacturers  can  replace 
the  articlespreviously  obtained  from  Germany,  they  can  find  a  large 
market  in  Uruguay,  The  catalogue  may  be  examined  at  the  District 
Offices  of  the  Bureau  in  New  loik,  and  in  Boston,  by  referring  to 
file  No.  105348, 

Proposed  Ironworks  North  of  Petdng. 
Commercial  Attache  A.  AV.  Forrin  leports  that  a  Chinese  company 
is  being  formed,  of  which  part  of  the  capital  will  be  subscribed  by 
the  Government  and  part  by  individuals,  for  the  working  oi  iron 
mines  near  Hsuanwafu,  between  Peking  and  Kalgan.  It  is  proposed 
to  establish  a  smelting  plant.  It  is  reported  that  the  Japanese  have 
made  a  loan  of  20,000,000  yen  to  finance  the  development  of  the 
mines,  which  are  located  at  Lungkuanhsicn  and  at  Yenfunghsien. 


PROPOSES  IXPROVEHENT  OP  GERMAN  CANAL  STSTEY. 

(Consul  GenE^ral  Alltprt  IlalBlcad,  StoLkliolm,  Suedvo,  Jul;  W.) 
Although  Germany  has  developed  a  very  complete  system  of 
canals  and  has  utilized  its  natural  waterways  to  a  large  degree  for 
the  transport  of  freight,  the  war  seems  to  have  made  it  apparent 
that  a  further  extension  of  this  system  is  imperative.  Wlien  sta- 
tioned at  Vienna  I  made  several  reports  upon  proposed  improve- 
ments in  water  transportation  in  Austria-Hungary  [see  Commerce 
Reports  for  June  3,  1916,  and  January  17,  li>l7],  which  plans  in- 
cluded better  water  connection  between  the  Dual  Monarchy  and 
Germany. 

The  Nya  Dagligt  Allclianda  contains  an  interesting  report  of  pro- 
posed improvements  in  Germany's  canal  system,  which  include  better 
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water  facilities  for  freight  between  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary. 
A  translation  of  the  article  follows: 
Tbe  War  Has  Bcvlved  Many  Project!. 

At  the  becinnlDR  o£  the  war  mobilization  orders  paralyjieil  ti-iidio  ou  the 
German  waterways.  This  traffic  lias  now  uot  only  been  resumed,  but  to  n 
greater  extent  than  before,  and  has  given  rl^c  to  mtich  dliicussfoi)  of  old  aiid 
new  projects  looking  to  tbe  expansion  of  the  canal  system  proper.  Among 
others  Is  betug  ugitatetl  tlie  old  plans — iJie  linlciug  up  of  nortliern  Oermany's 
river  and  canal  systems  with  the  Rhine  and  tlic  Elbe,  and.  further,  the  con- 
ncctlus:  of  the  Danube  on  tlic  one  hand  with  the  Rhine,  and  on  flic  other  hand 
with  tlie  upper  arms  of  tbe  Oder  niKl  tbe  Elbe.  The  Inst-mentloned  cnnal 
system  Is  almost  exclusively  on  Anstplan  territory,  but  is  thouglit  to  be  of  such 
vital  impoi'tauce  in  regard  to  the  German  Imports  from  the  southeast  as  to 
warrant  rtiiancial  assistance  fi-om  Germany. 

As  regards  tbe  Danube's  I'onnection  with  the  RItine,  two  iilteriiatlvc  plnns 
present  IheniselveB.  Tbe  sontheni  one  would  connpct  the  Ulm  with  the  Neckar 
and  would  pass  through  (he  teri'itory  of  Wnrlcmbcrg.  while  the  one  farther 
to  the  nortii  would  pass  through  the  territory  of  Bayern  and  connect  the 
Danube  with  the  Alaiu,  Ix'tng  of  sucli  dimension  as  t'>  be  navigable  by  ships  of 
2,000  tous.  or,  in  other  words,  by  the  largest  sliips  navigating  the  Itliine  and 
the  Danube,  This  would  be  done  In  order  to  ohvtale  the  time-wasting  trans- 
Khipinents  and  to  make  "  mass-goods  "  charters  proHtable.  The  enormous  con- 
struction expenses,  however,  make  many  skeptical  as  to  its  practicability.  Aa 
a  direct  route  from  the  Ulack  Scu  to  Rotterdam  it  can  be  of  importuuce  only  so 
long  as  tlie  war  lasts,  but  during  times  of  iieace  Its  tiiarters  can  never  compete 
with  the  twice  as  long  way  around  Europe,  whether  it  be  for  the  transporting 
of  wheat  from  (H!es=a  or  Komiinnia  to  the  regions  of  the  Rhine,  or  Ruhr  coal 
to  Hungary  or  the  Balkan  countries. 

The  Joining  of  the  Uanniie  with  the  Oder  would  be  of  great  Importance. 
The  Vienna  Steireinarks  iron  industry  would  thereby  receive  Bileeian  coal  con- 
siderably cheaper  than  at  present,  and  Germany  could,  as  return  charters,  re- 
ceive ore,  mineral  oil,  and  seed.  Here,  however,  would  tran>!siilpment  Iw  neces- 
sary, as  the  dimension  of  the  canal  is  calculated  for  ships  from  700  to  1,000 
tons  only. 
Estimated  Cost  of  the  Woilc. 

As  regards  the  northern  canal  project  the  Mittel  Canal  would  connect  the  Elbe 
and  the  Itbiue  with  tbe  Oder.  On  this  route  could  the  cheap  Sllesian  coal  be 
supplied  to  tbe  central  and  western  German  Industries  as  well.  An  Incentive 
to  the  carrying  out  of  this  project  is  that  for  long  stretches  tbe  only  tblng  re- 
quired to  be  done  Is  ordinary  river  regulation  and  no  canal  work,  which  after 
the  modern  traffic  idea  is  the  only  way  to  make  inland  waterways  economically 
payable.  The  plan  of  a  water  connection  between  Tieipxlg  and  Berlin  has  not 
this  advantage,  but  the  project  which  Includes  linking  up  Rostock.  Wlsniar.  and 
Schwerln  with  the  Rhine  pusseeses  such  advantages,  and  would  extend  Ham- 
burg's outskirts  In  the  direction  of  the  Baltic  Sea. 

Among  the  East  Prussia  projects  may  be  mentioned  among  others  that  of 
connecting  Posen  with  Danzig  over  Welchsel. 

The  estlinntetl  cost  of  these  canals  is  from  2,000,000,000  to  3,000,000.000 
marks  |$47<i.000.000  to  $714,000,000  at  normal  exchange],  which  Id  consideration 
of  a  4,000,000,000  marks  monthly  war  expenditure  ought,  even  (or  the  Germans 
themselves,  seem  a  riretty  modest  outlay  for  a  productive  object.  The  canals' 
probable  construcilon,  however,  depends  uioro  than  likely  upon  another  factor 
than  money  scarcity,  namely,  tbe  lack  of  manual  laborers. 


SOUTH  AFEICAN  FOSESTRY  BEFOST. 

!TliR  Soulh  AtrlcUD  Journal  ot  laduslrles,  Pretoria,  Jul}'.l 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  Conservator  of  Forests 
of  South  Africa  for  the  year  ended  Mur(;ii  31,  1917,  the  funds  al- 
lotted to  the  department  were  again  restricted,  owing  to  the  Govern- 
ment's de.sire  to  curtail  expenditures  during  the  war,  and  the  area 
put  under  trees  was  only  2.G55  acres.  Since  the  first  plantation  was 
started  at  the  Cape  in  1876  a  total  area  of  70,731  acres  has  been 
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planted,  find  most  of  this  has  been  done  during  the  laSt  15  yeara. 
The  acceleration  of  the  afforestiition  prof^rom  is  in  the  main  a  matter 
of  money,  thoiiph  diirinp  and  for  some  time  afler  the  ivar  the  short- 
iigo  of  staff  and  the  difiicnlty  of  procuring  seed  from  oversea  would 
have  to  be  contended  witli. 

That  there  is  ample  room  for  extension  will  he  appreciate<l  if  it  is 
realized  that  dnrinj^  1913,  the  last  normal  year,  approximately 
10,000.000  enbio  feet  of  nn manufactured  pine  timber,  of  a  value  of 
f5'29,000.  was  imported  into  the  Union.  In  nddition,  over  £500,000 
wortli  of  manufactured  tiinlwr,  of  which  a  large  portion  would  be 
coniferous  wood,  was  bi-ought  from  oversea.  Thus  a  conservative 
estimate  of  the  consumption  in  normal  times  of  pine  timber  alone  is 
15,000,000  cubic  feet. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  wood  to  take  the  place  of  the  bulk 
of  imports  can  be  pfrown  in  South  Africa.  Considerable  areas  of 
suitable  ground  are  already  in  the  Government's  possession,  and  if 
more  is  required  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  acquiring  it  reason- 
ably. It  is  estimated  that  250,000  to  300,000  acres  at  least  would 
liave  to  he  put  under  trees  to  meet  the  country's  requirements.  At 
the  present  rate  of  progression  a  century  woidd  have  to  elapse  before 
that  object  could  be  achieved,  and,  therefore,  it  would  seem  desirable, 
03  soon  as  money  can  be  found,  that  operations  should  be  speeded  up. 
Local  Consninptloii  of  Sontli  African  Timber. 

As  a  result  of  the  war,  the  Union  has  been  tlirown  on  its  own  re- 
sources more  than  e^er  before,  and  in  this  respect  timber  supplies 
have  not  furnished  any  exception.  The  high  price  of  imported  tim- 
ber, due  to  the  rise  in  freight  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  mateiial 
for  special  purposes,  such  as  wood  for  match  making  and  for  fruit, 
butter,  and  chee-se  boxes,  have  directed  attention  to  local  sources  of 
supply.  The  match  factories  are  running  entirely  on  South  African 
material,  and  numerous  box  factories  ua\e  sprung  up  at  various 
places  throughout  the  country. 

Large  quantities  of  locally  grown  pine  (Pinus  pinaster  and  P/nvs 
pmea),  mainly  from  the  southwestern  Cape,  and  of  blue  gum  (£"«- 
caJyptuB  globulus,  generally  called  gray  box),  from  Natal  liave  been 
sent  up  in  the  round  to  the  Eand  and  have  been  sawn  up  into  various- 
sized  scantlings  and  successfully  used  to  replace  Douglas  fir  and  other 
imported  timbers.  Keport-s  received  indicate  that  the  pine  compares 
favorably  with  much  that  is  imported,  and  everything  goes  to  show 
that  if  the  supply  were  equal  to  the  demand  this  domestic  pine  could 
maintain  its  held  on  the  market  even  after  the  war.  As  indicating 
the  very  considerable  consumption  of  timber  on  the  Rand,  it  was 
stated  by  a  representative  of  one  of  the  mining  groups  that  their 
companies  consume  7,000  tons  of  South  African  timber  monthly,  of 
which  roughly  half  is  used  in  the  form  of  props  and  the  other  halfis 
sawn.  The  representative  was  of  the  opinion  that  his  group  absorbed 
just  about  one-third  of  the  total  consumption  of  the  Kand.  If  that 
IS  so,  the  amount  of  South  African  timber  used  on  the  Rand  would 
aggregate  approximately  250,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  effect  of  this  demand  for  local  timber  has  been  to  draw  at- 
tention to  the  practical  value  of  tree  planting  and  to  stimulate  the 
planting  of  frees  by  farmers  and  landowners  generally.  This  has 
been  particularly  marked  in  Natal,  though  in  the  aggregate  probably 
more  trees  are  planted  in  the  Transvaal  than  in  any  otncr  Province. 
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Area  of  State  Foretti. 

The  following  table  i-eflects  the  changes  in  foiest-Cfttate  areas,  and 
the  powition  on  March  31,  1917 : 
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The  total  forest  area  on  March  31, 1917,  was  thus  1,000,042  niorgen 
21.8  square  roods — a  net  iutrciise  over  the  preceding  year  of  '20,514 
morgen  45)0.8  square  rDO<ls. 
ImpoTtt  or  Ttmber — Exports  and  Uses  of  Boxwood. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  scarcity  of  freight,  more  building  timber 
(unmanufactured  pine)  was  imported  into  the  Union  during  191C 
than  in  1915 — 5,159,4:17  cubic  feet,  as  compared  with  4,04^,192  cubic 
feet.  luflooringand  ceiling  there  was  a  siibstantial  increase, the  im- 
ports in  1916  b;3ing  1,192,614  cubic  feet,  as  compared  with  912,216 
cubic  feet  in  1915.  In  boards,  "planed  and  grooved,"  on  the  other 
hand,  there  was  a  slight  decrease,  of  1,287  cubic  feet.  The  value  of 
sleewrs  imported  showed  a  big  decrense.  No  mutdimnking  timber 
has  oeen  imported  since  1914.  The  country  is  at  present  self-support- 
ing in  that  r&spect. 

The  total  quantity  of  boxwood  exported  during  the  financial  year 
1916-17  was  5,204  cubic  feet,  and  the  average  net  return  for  tliese 
shipments  was  approximately  Is.  8d.  per  cubic  foot.  As  opposed  to 
this  method  of  departmental  working.  5,000  cubic  feet  were  purcluised 
standing  at  Fort  Grey  by  a  leading  timber  company  at  Is.  6d.  per 
cubic  foot,  the  net  return  to  the  Department  being  Is,  ujd,  per  cubic 
foot. 

The  different  uses  to  which  this  wood  is  put  are  as  follows:  Wood 
engraving  and  ijilaying  in  cabinetmakiiig;  manufacture  of  croquet 
mallets  and  other  snuill  turned  articles,  such  as  chessmen;  mami- 
facturo  of  rules,  measures,  etc.,  including  slide  rules:  making  plumb- 
ers' tools  and  occasionally  handles  for  joiners',  carpenters',  and 
wood -turners'  tools;  manufacture  of  shuttles  and  parts  of  .bobbins 
for  use  in  textile  industry.  It  is  also  statexl  that  small  quantities  have 
been  sold  to  munition  works,  where,  it  is  believed,  the  wood  is  used 
in  making  fuse  parts. 

Owinjr  to  the  difiiculty  and  uncertainty  of  obtaining  fi-eight  and 
the  prohibition  of  the  imi>ortation  of  boxwood  into  the  United  King- 
dom, the  exportation  of  lioxwood  ahrnptly  ('e:ised  and  arningements 
were  made  to  dispose  of  tlie  quantities  on  hand  to  local  buyers,  as 
far  as  possible.  \  -. 
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lollowlnic  "  AitpoptnnNIca  "  ■prMnl  reKsrd  iib«Dld  Ite 
rrvulatluDa  vovvruln*  export   llvcnaei   and  tritdInK 
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nraini  and  chemicals-. 
I.lquora 
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EE 

—  274^6       IVIroleum 2r4.W 

274-20       I'icce  Bttoda 27434 

NeedlKS,  umljroldBrj.- 

—  S  iiitt       \Val«ta i-,*'St 

2742n.* — A  man  In  France  wIhTips  to  spctire  nn  fiReney  for  (lie  sale  of  small  toots. 

Correspondence  should  be  lii  French,    Retcrenca 
,27426.t— A  coaipony  in  Cblle  desires  to  rcpi-esent  American  manuruoiurers  and 
esportcrs  o(  diugs,  clieiulcala,  etc.     References. 

27427. • — A  nifln  In  (Colombia  wlBhes  to  piirchnse  offset  press  for  the  new  method 
of  offset  printing.  Qnotatlons  miiy  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  I'Rual 
credit  terms  are  desired.    CorrcspoDUenco  may  be  lii  Englisii.    References. 

27428.* — An  BEeiicy  Is  desired  by  a  womiin  In  France  for  the  sale  of  needles 
for  embroider.v  looms  and  embroidery  machines.  Curresiiondeuce  may  be 
lu  English.    Keference. 

27429.* — A  company  In  Switzerland  would  like  to  pnrrhase  and  secure  an 
agency  (or  tbe  sale  of  food  proilucts  in  ceneral,  preserved  vcRelables,  meats, 
flsli,  etc.,  also  Uijuois  and  whisky.  Cori'esi>oudence  should  Ihj  In  I'rench. 
Reference. 

27430.* — An  fluency  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  Friinee  fur  the  sale  of  coal  for  naval 
and  Industrial  use,  and  petroleum.  Corresiwudeuce  should  be  lu  Fi-euclt. 
Reference. 

27431. • — A  nmn  In  Canada  wishes  to  secure  nn  agency  for  the  sale  of  American 
novelty  goods  or  niercUandise  of  all  kinds  for  ninnufiicttirers,  wholesale 
trade,  department  stores,  etc.  Quotaflims  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  factory, 
CorresiMudeuce  may  be  lu  Engllsb.    Reference. 

27432.* — A  business  man  in  Switzerland  desires  to  purchase  corned  beef  in 
wholesale  quantities.  Quotations  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Paj-. 
meat  will  be  made  by  cash  against  bill  of  lading.  Correspondence  may  be 
in  English.    References. 

27433.* — An  agencj'  Is  desired  by  a  man  in  France  for  the  sale  of  lubricating 
oils.    Corre-iqiondenee  should  be  In  French.    Reference. 

27434.* — A  man  in  Canada  would  like  to  secure  an  agency  for  tbe  sale  of  cot- 
ton, wool,  and  silk  suits  and  dresses  for  women  and  mlst^e^i,  silk  waists, 
sweaters  of  fliwr,  pure  silk,  wool,  and  cotton,  wool  and  cotton  piece  goods, 
and  silk  fabrics  by  the  yard  for  all  purposes.  He  wisltea  to  deal  ex- 
clusively with  manufacturers.  Quotations  may  be  ntade  f.  o.  b.  slilppinR 
points.  lie  will  supply  interested  tirnia  with  New  York  references  and  full 
details  as  to  basis  of  representation. 

27435.* — An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  business  man  In  France  for  the  sale  of 
motor  car  accessories  and  supplies  for  motor  car  bodies.  Correspondence 
should  be  iu  French.    Reference. 


A  country  woTth  flghtlng  for  is  a  country  worth  saving  for.    Buy  ThHft 
«mpa. 
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DAtLr  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DACy  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Fir  ule  ii  Ihc  SupirHiiCeiuliiil  ctf  Dscmoili.  WuluDftan,  □.  C,  il  K.SO  per  jta 

No.  211       Washington,  D.  C,  Monday,  September  9 

Fr«e     >dmtss1on     of     marblnprr     In  Lively  Intenmt 

Mexico _._ - 013  Hon-- irio 

Brltleb    order    reculallue   dyrlos   and  OivtilnK  of  pencil  factory  In  China —  SIS 

Bale    of    BockB B13       AhyssLnla   hflB  Irarte   noBBlblUtlcs 0!ll 

Partial    removal   ol    French    embargo  itoutb  Afrlcnn  trade  In  June 9I1> 

on   walnuts 013  I'reference     list     ot     IndUBtrles     and 

AddlHoQS  to  Mpnrt  eonwrviiHoii   list.  »13  plantB 920 

AnolyuU  of  the  forelicD  commcrco  for  FHVorable   report   ot   Dundvc   SbtIqeb 

Joly 91-1  Bank _ 923 

Regulations  governing   exportation   of  E':portii    of    breadstuffs.    ments,    etc.. 

dnniMge 9H  .luring    July , 928 

Forplipi    trade   anil    ttie    Unlrerslty   of  BrnnlUan    cement    RpwIflcBllonJ! 82U 

dregon , Bl!i  f  nlted    Kingdom    pIbdb     fuel -economy 


ImportH  ot  forage-plant   seeds  In   Aii-  nampalgn  . 


1  of  Fui 


Manufarture  of  comiiiercTal  cnrUkl*  lu  Iiouiustlc     ConimiTfe P2T 

South     Africa - 915      Forelgu    trade    opportunities 928 

FBEE  ADHIS8I0H  OF  lUCHINEBY  IN  MEXICO. 

According  to  a  t^'lcgrnm  of  August  SI  from  the  American  Consul 
Genorat  at  Mexico  City,  a  decree  1ms  been  published  granting  exeii'.p- 
tion  from  import  duty  to  all  mining  and  industrial  niavUinery  from 
September  1.  Such  machiiierv  was  formerly  dutiable  at  0.02  peso 
per  kilo,  or  $0.45  per  100  pounds. 


BEITISH  OBDER  BEGITLATINO  DTEIKG  AKS  SALE  OF  SOCKS. 

A  cablegram,  da-ted  Septenil>er  4,  from  Consul  General  Roljeit  P. 
Skinner,  of  Ix)ndon,  status  that  the  war  oftieo  has  issued  an  ord'^r 
prohibiting  the  sale  and  dyeing  of  socks  produced  from  army  gmy 
worsted  or  woolen  yarn,  except  as  to  socks  sold  and  delivered  U>  re- 
tail dealers  prior  to  September  i. 


PASTXAL  EEHOVAL  OF  FRENCH  EMBARGO  ON  WALNXTTS. 

The  American  Consul  General  at  Paris  has  reported  in  a  cable- 
gram of  Sepleniber  3  that  a  Ministerial  Decn-e  of  September  1  per- 
mits Ihe  exportation  of  walnuts  of  the  1017  crop  to  England  and  the 
United  Slates  without  special  author! station,  provided  shipment  is 
started  before  Septemlxr  30.  Tlie  prohibition  against  the  exporta- 
tion of  walnuts  of  the  1018  crop  remains  in  etfett. 


ADDITIONS  TO  EXPORT  CONSEBVATION  UST. 

The  AVar  Trade  Board  announce  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  218) 
the  a<ldition  of  the  following  commodities  to  the  Export  Conserva- 
tion List,  effective  September  '.>,  1018: 
Add-s  ns^  f..ll..w(i: 

Hjilrni'litorli'.  X-2. 

Muriatic,  X-2.  [ 

Give  Onr  Boys  Every  Fighting  Cliance — ^Bny  Wai-Savings  Stamps. 

78928°— 18  813 


9X4  OOMMERCB  BEPORIS. 

ANALYSIS  07  THE  FOEEIQN  COICMEBCE  FOE  JTTL7. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  during  July  and  the  seven 
montlis  enduig  with  July,  1918,  ccunpared  with  trade  during  corre- 
sponding periods  of  1917,  is  presented  in  the  following  table; 


uodthorjuir— 

July- 

,.,. 

1«7 

m» 

1M7 

UTOBTB. 

roDdituUs  In  crude  condltioaaiid  looi  aolmab 
FoodstuHs  pmrtij  ot  wbolly  mamitacliiniil 

lii 

31,387,  IM 

i,60u.;» 

31^727,»S 
33S.J«J,053 

*7«l,ni,E7l) 

«;2^:57s        slni,'^ 

1,7.S7,4M,ST1  1  l,77R,7«J,8S8 

CrudenutCTiatelbriualninainilw-iurliic 

u,aon,4TO 

fis.Tn.m 

1;k.M2,M:I 

'■'!!S;S!'''^«S 

•■'S;SSS!'''g«S 

5(x<,ois.-no 

Total  oiports 

37I,riS4l4 

3,4(B,lra,ii8 

3,68(.,7»5,J» 

Exports  of  principal  commodities  under  the  heading  "  Miscella- 
neous" for  July,  1918,  were:  Horses,  $549,208;  mules,  $21,9W:  soeds, 
$156,788;  and  for  the  seven  months  ending  with  Jiilv.  1018:  Horses, 
$0,364,043;  mules,  $1,019,8!>2;  seeds,  $S.1-Jt*.4:i;t. 


KEGITLATIONS  OOVEBNIKG  £Xf  OETATION  OF  DUNNAGE. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announce  in  a  new  rnlinc  (W,  T.  B,  R.  215) 
the  addition  of  Paragraph  VI  to  the  General  Rules  No.  1,  goreming 
granting  licenses  for  bunker  fuel,  port,  sea.  and  ship's  stores  and 
supplies.    The  parngi-aph  reads  as  follows : 

No  dunnage  shall  be  altotved  to  proceed  out  of  tlic  United  Stnt^'fi  or  any  of 
lla  Territories  or  poasesslomi  ou  any  vessel,  except  under  license  of  the  War 
Trade  Board,  eltlier  as  ship's  siorcs  or  as  cargo.  Ko  apphcationE  for  "  l)unkers  " 
of  any  veasel  shall  bo  (rranted  unless  such  dunnage  ns  slie  may  have  aboard  is 
so  licensed.  Vessels  will  not  tie  peraiitted  to  clear  with  dunnage  unless  properly 
covcred  either  by  export  or  bunker  license.  If  declared  as  ship's  stores,  dun- 
nage can  not  be  dlschatijed  at  any  foreign  port  or  tninsferred  to  any  other 
vessel  without  special  permission  from  the  Bureau  or  Transportation  of  the 
War  Trade  Board. 

Steamship  owneis,  agents,  and  masters  and  also  sliippers  are  re- 
mindod  that  this  regulation  has  been  operative  for  some  tune,  but 
that  heretofore  it  has  not  been  incorporated  in  the  general  rules 
■which  were  given  publicity. 


If  yon  buy  War-Savings  Stamps,  yon  also  help  your  couitir. 

Goo»^lc 
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FOSEiaN  TBADE  AlID  THE  UKIVEBSITY  OF  OSEOOH. 
President  P.  L.  Campbell,  of  the  University  of  Oregon,  has  made 
known  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  the  latest 
plans  of  that  progressive  institution  which  bear  on  foreign  trade. 
The  School  of  Commerce  of  the  University  in  organizing  classes  for 
foreign  commerce  at  its  extension  center  in  Portland  is  proceeding 
with  broad  vision  and  high  ideals  to  do  in  a  practical  manner  a  very 

g radical  thing.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Bureau,  President 
ampbell  writes  as  follows: 

The  School  of  Commerce  Is  planning  to  ii>ie  Itn  extension  center  at  Portland 
to  organize  classes  In  foreign  coiiinier<-e  aiiiong  the  euiplojees  of  the  banks  and 
leading  business  houses  of  the  city.  It  will  also  accept  as  students  those  who 
have  been  trained  in  reputable  scliools  of  commerce,  but  have  not  yet  liad 
actiuil  buslnPBs  experience. 

The  thought  of  tlie  ^jchwil  of  Coniniercc  Is  that  the  development  of  our  foreign 
trnde  following;  the  war  will  cull  for  a  large  number  of  capable,  well-trained 
men  to  represent  the  business  Interests  of  the  country  in  the  foreign  fleld.  It  Is 
realized  that  even  a  larger  mission  (hnn  thiit  of  carrying  our  n>tnriierre  nhi-ond 
will  be  intrusted  to  these  buslne.-w  representttttves,  as  they  wiU  unavoidably 
be  accepted  as  represcututlves  of  the  mural  standards  and  democratic  instltu- 
tious  of  tlielr  notlve  lunils.  They  will  be  in  a  certain  way  missloniirles  of  the 
civilization  of  o  great  representative  democracy.  For  this  reason  It  will  be  of 
the  greatest  Importanee  that  the  ciinraeter  of  the  men  shall  be  of  first  quality 
and  that  their  tralnhig  shall  be  both  broad  and  thorough.  It  will  be  the  Inten- 
tion of  the  School  of  Commerce  of  the  University  of  Orejcon  to  tiike  into  ac- 
count these  Imiiortnnt  considerations  In  selecting  their  men  and  conducting  the 
work  of  the  courses  of  Instruction  offered. 


nCFOBTS  OF  F0BA6E-FLANI  SEEDS  HT  AUOITST. 
The  following  table,  prepared  in  the  seed  laboratory  of  the  Bureau  ; 
of  Plant  Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  shows 
the  amount  of  the  various  kinds  of  forage-plant  seeds  subject  to  the 
seed  importation  act  permitted  entry  into  tlie  United  Slates  during 
the  month  of  August,  1918,  as  compared  with  August,  1917: 


Kinds  ot  seed. 

'5S°' 

'S'' 

KiudiofsMd. 

Aueust, 
1917. 

'B-' 

Poundt. 

p«^. 

120,000 

FMIBd.. 

m.om 

"'"^SSh 

78,100 

K,«M 

'•."» 

m.m 

HANVFACTTTRE  OF  COHUEKCIAL  CABBIDE  IN  SOITTH  AFKICA. 

ITbf  Soiitb  AfrWn  Jouronl  of  ladUBtrlFS,  Pretoria,  Jul;.] 

The  manufacture  of  calcium  carbide  will  shortly  be  resumed  near 
Gormiston,  The  difficuhy  of  producing  a  suitable  electrode  has 
apparently  been  overcome,  and  a  trial  run  recently  resulted  in  some 
50  pounds  of  good  commercial  carbide  being  produced.  There  still 
remain  certain  points  to  be  decided  as  rej^nrds  the  particular  type  of 
furnace  to  be  constructed,  and  these  will  involve  further  experi- 
ments; but  the  permanent  furnaces  when  built  will  pi-obably  be 
capable  of  turning  out  2J  tons  of  carbide  per  24  hours. 

C_nOO<^IC 
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LivELT  nnnixsT  dt  fokeigit  traiie  education. 

ICbftUDCer  Depew  Buoir,  AMlttant  Cbkf  Bnrean  ot  Fatelrn  *nd  Domeiitlc  CommerM.l 

Unprecedented  interest  is  being  manifested  in  the  educational 
preparation  of  Americans  for  foreign  trade.  It  has  always  been  one 
of  the  diffiinilties  which  American  concerns  entering  the  export  trade 
have  had  to  encounter,  to  find  suitably  traincil  men  to  travel  abroad, 
mnlce  up  the  stnff  of  a  foreign  office  or  branch  establishment,  or 
handle  the  export  end  of  the  business  in  this  country.  Undoubtedly 
there  have  been  more  young  Germans,  young  Englishmen,  French- 
men, Hollanders,  possibly  also  even  Swiss,  who  have  been  ready  and 
anxious  to  take  up  the  export  trade.  Manj'  of  our  livest  ccmcemB 
have  worked  painstakingly  on  this  problem,  only  to  be  compelled 
to  a  verv  cousiderablo  extent  to  rely  on  foreigners  for  this  service. 
In  the  feritish  press  at  the  present  time  the  .shortage  of  British 
youth  and  the  inadequate  facilities  for  the  training  of  British  youth 
for  foreign  trade  are  much  deplored.  In  Germany  the  need  of  train- 
ing men  f()r  foreign  service  is  being  emphasizect  more  than  ever 
before.  In  France  the  subject  is  again  neing  agitated  in  lively 
fashion.  1'he  liquidation  of  German  houses  in  allied  countries  has 
shown  that  even  Germany  had  had  no  little  difficulty  in  staffing 
its  foraign-tra<le  establishments.  We  have  perhaps  been  inclined 
too  much  to  the  view  that  the  other  manufacturing  nation^  were  per- 
fectly equipped  in  this  particular  resiicct  while  we  were  inade- 
quately equipped.  It  now  appears  that  the  United  States  was  not 
alone  in  fliis  state  of  un preparedness  for  foreign  trade,  although 
clearly  behind  its  jjrincipal  competitors. 

Interest  in  foreign  commerce  in  tlie  high  schools  of  commerce,  in 
colleges,  in  collegiate  schools  of  business,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  schools, 
and  other  night  schools  has  been  on  the  increase  in  the  past  four 
years,  and  the  increase  of  late  has  been  sharp.  One  correspondence 
school  in  Xew  York  lias  issued  a  12-volume  course  in  foreign  trade 
wliich  has  liad  a  large  following.  Some  of  the  other  wen-known 
correspondence  schools  specializing  on  business  courses  have  got 
out  special  reports  and  bnlletins  on  export  trade,  ocean  shipping, 
etc.  Our  foreign-trade  literature  is  growing  rapidly  in  books,  mag- 
azines, and  newspapers.  Intei-est  in  fonei"!!  language  courses  has 
been  tremendously  uplifted  both  because  of  this  growing  interest  in 
foreign  commerce  and  because  of  the  war.  Foreign  language  texts, 
foreign  language  classes  in  the  schools,  private  language  classes  and 
correspondence -school  courses  in  foreign  Inngiiages  have  been 
multiplied . 
Cooperation  of  OeveTBm«nt  BareaDs, 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  been  in  close 
touch  witli  thi«  educational  devclojmient  and  has  constantly  contrib- 
uted to  give  it  impetus.  The  publications  of  the  Bureau  have  been 
one  of  the  lending  means  of  instruction  in  the  various  aspects  of 
foreign  trade.  Tlie  National  Foreign  Trade  Council,  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  tlie  United  States  of  America,  the  American  Manu- 
facturers' Export  Association,  National  Association  of  Manufac- 
turers, the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum,  the  Boston  Chamber 
of  Commei-ce,  tlie  ^ew  York  Merchants'  Association,  the  Philadel- 
phia Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Chicago  Association  of  Commerce, 
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the  San  Francisco  Cliamber  of  Commerce,  and  a  large  nnmber  of 
other  commercial  associations  and  the  various  educational  associa- 
tions have  all  encouraged  this  interest  in  studies  preparing  for 
foreign  trade  and  liave  helped  it  along.  The  discuasions  at  tlie 
second  Pan  American  Scientific  Congre*^s  in  the  winter  of  191S-10 
cleared  the  air  a  bit.  The  Bui-eau  of  Foreign  aind  Domestic  Com- 
merce has  assisted  the  professors  and  irietructors  in  the  schools  in 
shaping  their  foreign-trade  courses  and  in  mapping  out  their  svlla- 
busses  and  lists  of  foreign-trade  readings.  Tlie  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion in  the  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior  has  naturally 
been  closely  identified  with  tlie  spirit  of  interest  in  foreign-trade 
education.  The  Commissioner  of  Education,  Dr.  Philander  P.  Clax- 
ton,  personally  has  helped  the  movement  along;  the  specialist  in 
commercial  education  of  the  Bureau  of  Education,  Dr.  Glen  L. 
Swiggett.  has  for  considerable  periods  of  time  given  practically  ex- 
clusive attention  to  this  pressing  aspect  of  commercial  education. 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education  conferences 
have  been  called  and  eminent  working  and  advisory  committees  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpose.  The  Bureau  of  Education  has  surveyed 
the  principal  trading  ccntei-s  and  lias  appointe<i  local  committees  to 
look  out  for  the  interests  of  foreign-trade  education.  The  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  cooperating  with  the  Bureau 
of  Ediicatitn  in  this  important  movement  both  in  AVash'mgton  and 
thTOughout  the  country  in  the  cities  where  its  local  district  offices 
are  situated.  This  is  promoting  foreign  trade  in  a  vital  quarter. 
Tocational  Education  Board  Takes  Up  Sabject 

Most  significant  is  the  fact  that  the  recently  organized  Federal 
Board  for  Vocational  Educatitm  took  up  tlie  subject  of  education  for 
foreign  trade  as  one  of  the  fundamental  lines  for  practical  appli- 
cation at  the  present  time  in  preparation  for  trade  after  the  war. 
The  Board  has  gone  into  this  subject  in  a  very  practical  manner  and 
will  be  in  a  position  to  render  most  valuable  service  to  the  numeroua 
new  foreign-trade  classes  which  are  organizing  this  fall.  In  the. 
Board  Mr.  F.  (i.  Nichols,  the  well-known  specialist  in  educational 
training,  and  Dr.  Koy  8.  MacElwee,  formerly  of  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, who  brought  to  his  teaching  in  that  institution  a  combination 
of  many  years  of  actual  selling  experience  abi-oad  and  a  wealth  of 
information  on  ports,  shipping,  and  transportation,  are  directing 
this  practical  vocational  work  in  connection  with  foreign  trade. 
Kanual  of  Eeadlngs  on  FoielKn  Trade  to  be  Issued. 

The  Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Education  and  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  are  combining  in  getting  out  a 
manual  of  readings  on  foreign  trade  which  is  prepared  to  bring  to- 
gether in  one  volume  the  best  things  which  the  consuls,  commercial 
attaches,  special  agents,  trade  commissioners,  and  business  men  of 
the  United  States  have  written  and  said  on  the  whole  subject  of 
foreign  trade.  In  1917  the  Bureau  got  out  a  little  book  of  "Export 
Trade  Suggestions,"  in  which  pointers  by  consuls  and  others  were 

§iven  as  to  the  conduct  of  business  abroad.  That  monograph  was  a 
ccided  success  and  was  welcomed  by  all  interested  in  foreign  trade. 
The  new  publication  is  being  prepared  by  Dr.  Guy  Snider,  of  the 
College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  who  has  conducted  courses  in  for-  i 
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cien  trade  in  New  York  primarily  for  tha  benefit  of  the  clerks  and 
mtaor  officials  in  concerns  doing  foreign  business.  The  monogrsph 
will  incidentally  serve  the  purpose  of  a  text  for  new  and  old  dasses 
in  foreign  trade  a^  well  as  providing  a  very  solid  manual  for  the  use 
of  the  business  man. 

Another  piece  of  work  which  the  Federal  Board  for  Vocati<Mial 
Education  nan  now  in  the  course  of  preparation  is  a  carefully  classi- 
tied  collection  of  the  documents  used  in  foreign  trade.  This  will 
give,  step  by  step,  for  the  various  sorts  of  foreign-trade  transactions, 
me  actual  documents  in  use  in  t^'pical  American  concernF.  Again, 
the  practical  vocational  n^^pects  oi  foreign-trnde  transactions  arc  kept 
constantly  in  view. 
BnlletlB  an  Conries  in  Forelxu  Trade. 

In  a  bulletin  which  the  Board  is  about  to  is^uc  actual  outlines  of 
successful  courses  in  foreign  trade  will  be  reproduced.  TIh-  aim  of 
the  Board  in  this  opening  Iiullet in  is  to  provide  a  tangible  course  of 
foreign-trade  instruction  tliat  may  be  put  into  effect  at  once,  espe- 
eiflUy  in  night  schools  where  there  is  an  opportunity  for  training 
the  men  (and  women)  now  on  tite  job  woi'king  in  busiue^  houses 
that  have  to  do  with  foreign  trade.  With  interest  in  the  subject 
running  high,  ajul  with  many  of  the  profcs-sors  and  instructors  who 
have  b^n  teaching  foreign  trade  now  in  the  service  ot  the  Federal 
Government,  it  is  a  real  problem  to  get  competent  itistructioo  in 
foreign  trade.  It  is  to  meet  this  difficulty  tlmt  the  Board  is  issuing 
its  present  bulletin,  which  will  set  forth  in  skeleton  a  course  which 
can  readily  be  given  by  teachci-s  of  economics,  couiinercial  geography, 
etc.  The  Board  is  especially  anxious  to  have  the  chambers  of  com- 
merce aa  such  and  their  membersliip  heartily  intei'ested  in  this  type 
of  education.  One  interesting  feature  of  the  Board's  suggestion  is 
the  outline  of  the  plan  of  foreign-trade  specialization  for  fourth- 
year  high-school  students  who  have  signetl  contracts  with  business 
liouaes  at  the  end  of  their  third  year  in  high  school. 


OFEMINfl  OF  FENCXL  FACTOBY  IH  CHX9A. 

[PtrklDg  Oail;  News.] 

C'hina's  firsi  pencil  factory  was  officially  opened  on  June  2G,  1918, 
when  the  Cliina  Pencil  Co.  tlirew  open  its  new  plant  for  inspection. 
This  company  is  an  Anglo-Chinese  enterprise,  organized  and  pro- 
moted by  a  few  Knglish  and  Chinese  business  men.  and  hopes  to 
obtain  a  large  share  of  the  pencil  trade  in  the  Far  East  hitherto 
controlled  by  the  Germans  and  Austrians, 

The  new  company  has  a  paid-up  capital  of  $100,000  and  a  present 
daily  capacity  of  100  gross  of  pencils.  The  machinery  is  of  Japanese 
manufacture,  but  it  i.s  planned  to  secure  additional  equipment  from 
England  or  America.  Materials — graphite  and  wood  strips — are  also 
imported  from  America. 

^nufacturing  both  for  export  and  local  consumption  will  be 
carried  on.  At  present  the  output  is  contined  to  one  good  serviceable 
^»de  of  black  pencil,  but  other  grades  will  be  added,  as  w^  as 
colored  and  oopyiag  pencils  and  crayons,  if  the  trade  warrante. 


D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 


COMMERCE  BEP0RT3.  919 

JUBYS8IKIA  HAS  TRADE  POSSIBILITIES. 

Trade  possibilities  in  Abj'ssinia  that  should  be  studied  now  and 
developed  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over  are  discussed  in  a  report  recently 
published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

As  might  be  ex]>ectc<l  in  a  coimtiy  so  wealthy  io  natural  resources, 
with  a  comparatively  good  climate  and  populated  by  8,000,000  to 
10,000,000  intelligent  and  aggressive  people,  the  commercial  future 
is  rich  and  full  of  pi-omise.  The  repv"t  expresses  the  opinion  that 
there  does  not  exist  any  other  equal  portion  of  the  commercially 
undeveloped  part  of  the  world  in  which  the  opportunities  for  an 
important  economic  and  industrial  development  are  so  promising. 
The  Abyssinians  have  not  yet  taken  to  trade  in  any  considerable 
numbers,  but  the  few  merchants  of  that  race  who  have  been  observed 
are  keen  and  intelligent  traders. 

Americans  start  with  the  very  great  advantage  that  American 
unbleached  cotton  goods  aie  known  in  practically  every  part  of  the 
country  and  are  so  well  established  as  to  constitute  a  monetary 
standard.  .  Pieces  of  "  Americani "  and  standard  mediums  of  ex- 
change in  common  with  rock  salt,  cartridges,  and  other  commodi- 
ties which  are  used  where  the  Maria  Theresa  dollar  is  not  available. 
Recently  the  price  of  American  cottons  has  been  very  high  and 
some  01  the  merchants  have  turned  to  Japanese  and  Indian  goods, 
but  the  Abyssinian  is  still  faithful  to  "Americani." 

The  report  is  the  work  of  Consul  Addison  E.  Southard,  of  Aden, 
Arabia,  and  describes  the  principal  trading  centers,  the  agricultural, 
pastoral,  and  industrial  production,  transportation  facilities,  finan- 
cial and  banking  conditions  and  also  gives  a  detailed  analysis  of  the 
market  for  various  commo<lities.  It  is  written  witli  special  reference 
to  the  possibility  of  developing  American  trade.  Under  tlie  title 
;  "Abysssinia,"  Special  Consular  Reports  No.  81.  it  is  sold  at  the 
'  nominal  price  of  5  cents  a  copy  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C.  and  by  all  the 
district  and  cooperative  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do-  j 
mestic  Commerce.  ' 


SOTTTH  AFEICAN  XBASE  IH  T1TNE. 

[CoDBUl  Gcneml  George  IJ.  Uurph;,  Cape  Town,  Jul;  3.] 

The  following  official  figures  have  just  been  published,  showing  the  j 
import  and  export  trade  and  the  revenue  collections  at  the  various 
'  ports  of  South  Africa  in  June,  1918: 


Ports. 

Imports. 

Ei  ports. 

Hewniie 

"•■SS 

I,9^7,«00 

i-aamn 

3S1 

182.000 

s.ooo 

"slasM-JO 

11,018,000 
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PEE7EBERCE  LIST  OF  DnHTSTBIBS  AHP  PLANTS. 

In  giving  out  the  preference  list  of  industries  and  plants,  com- 
piled by  the  Priorities  Division  of  the  War  Indnstries  Board,  B.  M. 
Bariidi,  chairmftn  of  the  Board,  states  that  this  list  is  the  master 
key  governing  the  flow  of  basic  industrial  elements  to  the  industries 
essential  to  the  war  program.     It  supersedes  all  previous  listing. 

It  is  the  basis  for  industrial  exemption  from  the  draft  and  may  be 
regardefl  as  the  governing  factor  in  the  distribution  of  )abor,  capital, 
facilities,  material,  transportation,  and  fuel. 

Closely  associated  with  the  promulgation  of.  this  new  preference 
list  by  the  War  Indnstriea  Board,  (Chairman  Bameh  states,  is  the 
great  necessity  for  conservation  in  every  possible  way  of  men,  ma- 
terial, transportation,  and  all  energies  that  go  to  placing  the  United 
States,  with  all  its  power  and  resources,  behind  its  men  at  the  front 
in  winning  the  war.  It  is  necessary  now,  more  than  e*"er,  to  save  to 
the  point  of  sacrifice  so  that  demand  may  be  held  to  the  bone, 
enabling  supply  to  go  as  far  as  possible, 
Annonnoement  of  Trloritiei  DiTlElon. 

The  announcement  of  the  Priorities  Division  ( Preference  last  Na 
2,  superseding  List  Ho.  1,  i.ssued  Apr.  6)  follows : 

The  President  has  placed  upon  the  chairman  of  the  War  Indus- 
tries Board  the  responsibility  for  determining  and  administering  all 
priorities  in  production  and  delivery.  The  detenninatitm  of  the 
relative  uuportauce  of  all  industries  and  plants  for  both  ^odoctioii 
and  delivery  by  a  single  agency  renders  it  possible  to  reasocaUj 
maintain  a  well-balanced  program  with  i-espect  to  the  several  factors 
entering  into  production,  which  include  (a)  plant  facilities,  (b)  fuel 
supply  or  electric  energy,  or  both,  (c)  supply  of  raw  materials  and 
finished  pi'odacts,  (d)  labor,  and  {e)  transportation  by  rail,  watar, 
pipe  lines,  or  otherwise.  Without  all  of  these— speaking  generally — 
production  is  impossible. 

In  compliance  with  tlie  directions  of  the  President,  that  plans  be 
formulated  whereby  there  may  be  ''common,  consistent  and  con- 
certed action '"  in  carrying  into  effect  all  priority  policies  and  de- 
cisions, the  chairman  of  the  War  Industries  Board  has  created  a 
Priorities  Board,  with  the  Priorities  Commissioner  of  the  War  In- 
dustries Board  as  chairman,  consisting  of  (1)  the  (^airman  of  the 
War  Industries  Board,  (2)  the  Priorities  CommissioDer.  (3)  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Railroad  Administration,  (4)  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Shipping  Board  Emergency  Fleet  Corporation»  (i)  a  mem- 
ber of  the  u  ar  Trade  Board,  (G)  a  member  of  the  Food  Adiuioistra- 
tion,  (7)  a  member  of  the  Fuel  Administration,  (8)  a  representative 
of  the  War  Department,  (9)  a  representative  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, (10)  a  member  of  the  .Allied  Purchasing  Commission^  and  (11) 
the  chairman  of  the  War  Lalwr  Policies  Brard.  The  decisions  of 
the  Priorities  Board  are  subject  to  review  only  by  tlie  chairman  of 
the  War  Industries  Board  and  by  tlic  President. 

For  the  guidance  of  all  governmental  agencies  and  all  others  in- 
terested in  (1)  the  production  and  supply  of  fuel  oiid  electiic  energy) 
(2)  in  the  supply  of  labor,  and  (3)  in  the  supply  of  transportation 
service  by  rail,  water,  pipe  lines,  or  otherwise,  in  so  far  as  such  service 
contributes  to  production  of  iinishcd  products,  the  accompanying 


ogle 


COMMEECE  BEPOBTS.  921 

designated  Picference  List  No.  2  hoa  been  adopted  by  tlie  Priorities 
Board  superseding  Preference  Idst  No.  1  adopted  April  6,  191S,  and 
all  amenaments  and  supplements  thereto. 

Where  advisable  industries  as  such  hare  been  classified  and  listed. 
In  numerous  instances  individual  plants  have  been  found  to  be  en- 
titled to  preference,  although  the  industries  to  which  they  belong  are 
not;  and  in  other  instances  where  an  industry  as  such  has  been  ac- 
corded a  degree  of  preference  particular  plants  in  such  industry  have 
been  placed  in  a  higher  class.  This  has  necessitated  classifying  and 
listing  not  only  industries  as  such  but  to  a  limited  extent  individual 
plants,  some  of  which  arc  accorded  a  higher  rating  than  that  ac- 
corded the  listed  industry  to  which  they  bclonji;. 

The  preference  list  is  made  up  of  industries  and  plants  whit^Ji 
in  the  public  interest  are  deemed  entitled  to  prefermtiaJ  treatment. 
The  inclusion  of  these  industries  and  plants  on  this  list,  does  not 
opemto  as  an  embargo  against  all  others,  but  the  effect  is  to  defer 
tho  requirements  of  all  other  industries  and  plants  until  the  require- 
ments of  those  on  the  prefereaice  list  shall  have  be^n  satLsfied. 

In  the  compilation  of  tliis  list  industries  and  plants  have  been 
divided  according  to  their  rotative  importance  info  four  classes,  viz: 
Class  I,  Class  11,  Class  III,  and  Cla^  IV.  In  determining  such 
lelative  importance  consideration  and  weight  have  been  given  not 
solely  to  any  one  but  to  all 'of  the  following  factors:  (1)  The  in- 
trinsic importance  of  the  product  itself  for  use  during  the  war,  and 
the  urgency,  as  measured  by  time^  of  the  demand  or  of  the  use  to 
which  it  is  to  be  put;  (2)  the  neceseitv  for  maintaining  or  stimulating 
and  increasing  tne  total  quantity  oi  production,  which  in  turn  de- 
pends largely  upon  the  relation  of  the  supply  to  the  demand  for 
essential  uses;  (S)  tlie  propoition  of  the  capacity  of  the  industry  or 
plant  which  is  devoted  to  the  production  of  the  essential  product. 

Wliere  it  is  imperative  not  only  to  maintain  hut  to  ^miulate  and 
increase  production  to  satisfy  abnormal  demands  created  by  war 
requirements  a  high  rating  is  necessary,  even  though  the  intrinsic 
importance  of  the  product  may  be  less  than  that  of  other  products 
placed  in  a  lower  classification  due  to  the  fact  that  the  supply  of 
such  other  products  eqnals  the  demand  Tvithnnt  the  stimulus  of  high 
priority.  Where  it  is  necessary  to  speed  tlie  production  of  a  par- 
.■fieular  product  required  at  a  particular  time  to  carry  into  effect 
an  important  program,  a  high  priority  is  given  although  olianging 
conditions  may  thereafter  suggest  and  demand  a  reclassification. 
Certain  plants  produce  commodities  of  great  relative  importaikcc, 
but  at  the  same  time  produce  other  commodities  of  less  relative  im- 
portance, and  under  such  circumstances  consideration  and  weight  is 
given  to  the  ratio  of  production  between  the  more  important  an^  less 
important  commodities.  Instances  occasionally  arise  where  indi- 
vidual plants  are  given  preference  so  long  as  they  ai-e  rendering,  and 
so  long  as  it  is  in  tJie  public  interest  tliat  tliey  should  render,  a  par- 
ticular service,  even  though,  taking  the  country  in  a  whole,  tbp  supply 
of  their  product  is  ample  to  meet  all  demands. 
Szsti^C  ol  ladostrlet  and  fUnU. 

No  distinction  has  been  made  between  any  of  tho  industries  or 
plants  within  any  one  das,  and  no  significance  attaches  to  the  order 
in  which  industries  and  plants  are  listed  within  anv  cla^s.     ,  , 

C_nOO<^IC 


922  COJIUERCE  BEP0BT3. 

Tlic  industries  and  plants  grouped  under  Class  I  .are  only  such  as 
are  of  exceptional  importance  in  connection  with  the  prosecution  of 
the  war.  Their  requirements  must  be  fully  satisfied  in  preference  to 
those  of  the  three  remaining  classes, 

Reqitireinonts  of  industries  and  plants  grouped  under  Class  11, 
Class  III,  and  Cliiss  IV  shall  have  precedence  over  those  not  appear- 
ing on  the  preference  list.  As  between  tliese  three  classes,  however, 
there  shall  l)e  no  complete  or  absolute  preference.  The  division  into 
classes  is  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  composite  ptctut'e  of  the 
relative  importance  of  the  industries  and  plants  embraced  within 
each  group.  It  is  not  intended  that  the  requirements  of  Class  II 
shall  be  fully  satisfied  before  supplying  any  of  the  requirements  of 
Cla.ss  III,  or  that  those  of  Class  III  sliall  be  fully  satisfied  before 
supplying  any  of  those  of  Class  IV.  The  classification  does,  how- 
ever, indicate  that  the  industries  and  plants  groiiped  in  Class  II 
are  relativelv  more  important  than  those  in  Class  III  and  that  thase 
in  Class  Ilf  are  relatively  more  important  than  those  in  Class  IT, 
It  will  often  happen  that  after  satisfying  the  requirements  of  Class 
I  the  remaining  available  supply  will  be  less  than  the  aggregate  r&- 
quirenients  of  the  other  three  classes,  in  which  event  such  supply 
will  be  rationed  to  the  industries  and  plants  embraced  within  those 
classes.  In  determining  a  basis  for  such  rationing  the  relative 
importance  of  each  industry  and  plant,  according  to  its  class  rating, 
must  be  considered.  It  has  been  found  impracticable  to  prescribe 
for  rationing  purposes  any  general  and  uniform  rule  or  formula, 
but  the  Priorities  Board  will  from  time  to  time,  after  conference, 
and  in  cooperation  with  each  of  the  several  governmental  agencies 
charged  with  the  distribution  thereof,  determine  particular  princi- 
ples, values,  and  methods  of  application  which  may  be  followed  in 
allocating  fuel,  power,  transportation,  and  labor,  respectively,  to  ' 
the  end  that  proper  recognition  and  weight  may,  as  far  as  practicable 
in  each  case,  be  giien  to  the  relative  importance  of  Class  II,  Class 
III,  and  Class  IV. 

Bach  plant  listed  as  such  shall  not  later  than  the  15th  of  each 
month  file  with  the  secretarj'  of  the  Priorities  Board,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  a  report  on  P.  L.  Form  No.  3  {a  supply  of  which  will  be  fur- 
nished on  application)  covering  its  activities  during  the  preceding 
month.  Any  plant  failing  to  file  such  report  will  be  dropped  frcuA, 
the  preference  list.  .,  i'^ 

Priorities  in  the  supply  and  distribution  of  raw  materials,  semi- 
finished products,  and  finished  products  shall  be  governed  by  Cir- 
cular No.  4,  issued  by  the  Priorities  Division  of  the  War  Industries 
Board  under  date  oi  July  1,  1!)18,  and  all  amendments  and  supple-  ' 
ments  thereto  or  substitutes  therefor, 

The  term  "principally"  as  used  in  listing  industries  shall  be  con-  * 
strued  to  mean  plants  whose  output  is  not  less  than  75  per  cent  of  ' 
the  products  mentioned. 

Tliis  preference  list  shall  be  amended  or  revised  fnan  time  to  time  ' 
by  action  of  the  Priorities  Board  to  meet  changing  conditions.  The  \ 
priorities  commissioner  shall,  under  the  direction  of  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  Priorities  Board,  certify  additional  classes  of  indus-  ; 
tries  and  also  certify  additional  plants  whose  operations  as  a  war 
measure  entitle  them  to  preference  treatment,  which  industries  and  ' 
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plants  when  so  certiiied  ^all  be  automatically  incladed  in  the 

prefer^ice  list. 

ClasiifloBtlon  of  Indsitricc 
Tlie  industries,  listed  (ilplinbetiolly  snd  clai^sified.  folloTv: 

A^cvllvral  implemcnl'. — See  Farm  tmplemeulK.  CIakb. 

Aircraft. — Plants  engaged  prlnciitallj  lu  luanufucturiiig  aircraft  or  air- 
craft supplies  and  oqulpmeot I 

.4tHmiini(io?(— Plonls  ongage'l  principally  In  inanufacturing  etune  for  Uie 
United  SWtes  Government  and  the  Allies I 


Army  and  tiacy. — Arseunls  nnil  navy  j-ard»„. 
Army  and  Kary. — Cautonuients  aitd  camps.. 


r  ixmaV). — Plants  en^Mi^ed  principally  in  maBufHctiuicK  sune  for 

the  United  Stiites  Government  and  the  Allies 

Bag»  (hemp,  jute,  and  cottt/n). — Plimts  eugaged  princlpallj  lu  manufae- 

Blatt  furnaces  (prodnclnR  pis  Iron) 

Boots  and  «?(0m.— ^Plonts  entjiiged  eseliislrely  In  manufactiirlnB  same 

iravi  aua  tinppcr. — Plants  eugaged  pi'li)cl|>ally  io  rolling  and  drawing 

n>!tl>er,  1>rn.';>i  and  other  copprr  alloyn  in  tbe  foriu  of  shwtH,   rods. 

w-fre,  rnifl  IHbes 

Builtllnga.—fine  Public  Inslitutluus  and  buildlugt-. 

Chain. — Pla'nts  enguKed   prlncl]>ailj'    In   manufacturing   iron    uod   Bte^ 

ChcfJifi^ Is.— Plants  engaKcd  princiimlly  lu  manufaeturln^  cliemlcflB  for 
the  production  of  military  and  uaral  exploBlres,  ammunitlim,  and  air- 
craft, and  use  in  riiemical  warfiire 

Ciicnifca'*.— PlanH,  not  utiierwl-K-  classified  and  listed,  «ngaRed  prin- 
cipally In  umuiifflcturinf;  (-lieuilciils 

Col:c.— Plants  eugnged  principally  lu  producing  metallurgical  eoke  and 
by-products,  including  toluol— 

Coke. — Plants,  not  othertrlse  cta^Bified  and  listed,  prodncing  nine 

Copper  and  'brats. — See  Brass  and  coppa*. 

Cottnn. — Plants  engaged  In  the  compresKlou  of  cotton 

Cation  Icj-(Hc«.— See  TextlleR. 

Crancjt.— Plants    engaged    princliwilly    in    luunufacturlug    iocoD)otlre   or 

travoiiiiK  cranes 

(Tlie  term  "principally"  meam  7".  per  cent  of  the  iiroduclw  n»en- 
tloned. ) 

Dometlic  coitsuuierg. — Fuel  aud  electric  energy  for  re«ildeotiai  coastuaft- 
tloti,  Including  iiomes,  npurtuicnt  houses,  residmtial  &at^  reetauraBts. 
and  hotels 

DomestUt  ooiiswaicr*.— Fuel  and  electric  energy  not  ottterwise  specifically 
listed  _^,,H 

Druffs-  ijncdiclne.a  and  medical  attd  turtical  lupfiies). — Plants  encased 

■'principally  In  njanutacturiiig  aatue 

Electrical  eijnivment.—Vlaai's  taigaged  prlitclpatly  Jn  maaufacluring  same. 

Fj^plosiecs. — Plants  engaged  pritu^ipally  in  ■uaaufacturlog  saine  for  mili- 
tary and  naval  purposes  for  lb<?  I'nited  States  Government  and  tlM 
Allies 

ExplMives. — PInntK,  not  otliemlse  classified  or  lEsted,  eitgaged  principally 
in  iDoaufacturlng  same 

Parm  JtRi>tcHiciif«.— Plant r  eugaged  principally  In  man atactu ring  agrlcul- 
tnml  Implements  and  farm  operating  eQuipment 

Feed. — Plants  enguEcd  princiimlly  In  preparing  or  mauursoturlng  feed 
for  live  stock  and  poultry __ 

Ferroalloys. — Plants  engaged  principally  in  produdug  ferrodirome,  ferro- 
manganese,  ferromolybdenum,  fernisiilcuu,  ferrotuogsien,  ferrouraninin, 
ferrovnnadium,  and  feeroKlrconluin 

FcrtUizers. — Plants  engaged  principally  in  producing  saoie 

Fire  bncft-— Plants  enpaged  prlucipally  in  manufacturing  same 

Foods. — FlanlB  engaged  principally  in  t«odiicing.  milling,  reflnlug,  pre- 
serving, refrigerating,  wholesaling,  or  storing  food  for  immau  consump- 
tion embraced  wUbIn  the  followlDf  descrlpUoos :  All  cereals  and  cereal 
products,  meatfi,  Includlne  poultry,  flsh,  vegetnhles,  fruit,  sugar,  Rjn^;*, 
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Rliicose,  bntler,  okrs,  flieeso,  milk  and  crpom,  lard,  iHrd  cnmponnils  oleo- 
iimrgorlne  and  otiier  auustltulps  for  butter  or  lard,  vegetable  ulls,  beans, 
salt,  coffee,  baking  powder,  jmhIu,  and  j-eust ;  also  aumoaia  (or  refrlgera-  < 
Hon 

FoittlK. — PlantK  pngngiHl  prindiwlly  In  producing,  milling,  preparing,  re- 
flniuj;.  pi-eservlng.  refrl  gem  time,  or  storing  food  for  bumun  consumption 
not  Otherwise  siieritlrally  H»teil.  Excepting  lierefrom  pluntH  produtiug 
fon  feet  lone  ly,  soft  drinks,  and  chewing  gum , 

Food  container*. — Plants  euRageil  principally  in  manufacturing  same 

I'ouudrift  {iron). — Plants  en gagnl  principally  In  the  mannfactiire  <»f  gray 
Iron  and  malleable  iron  castings „ 

Fungicide*. — See  lUBectleldes  and  fungicides, 

Cait. — See  Oil  and  gas;  Public  utilities. 

Gun»  llarif.), — Plants  eiignKed  prlni'lpally  in  ninnufacturing  same  for  the 
United  Slates  Covemment  and  tbe  Allien 

Honpilalt. — St<e  I'ubtlc  institutions  and  buildings. 

Iff. — Plants  engage*]  principally  in  muimfacturlug  same _. 

In»vcticidi»  and  funi/Uiilis. — Plants  engage  principally  In  raauuructuring 
sam* 

TMundric* 1 

Alafhine  loom. — Pbints  pni»igcd  iirln(;l]>ally  in  U]anuru<-turlng  same 

Medicittc*.—iiiee  Drugs  and  medicines. 

Mlnen. — ProdnclnR  nieiiils  and  ferroalloy  minerals 

miic». — Plants  engaged  [)rlnclpaliy  In  nuinnfaclurln),'  mining  tools  or 
e<]iii])ment 

Yoit/.— See  Army  and  Knvy, 

Tiorif  /)cpar/mcn(.— See  War  and  Navy  IVpartmcnta. 

Xcwapapcm  end  pt riodtV-afn. — PlantK  engiigeil  principally  In  printing 
newspapers  or  periodicals  which  are  entered  at  the  post  ofBw  as  second- 
class  mall  matter 

OU  and  gas. — Plants  enpiged  principally  In  iiroducliig  uil  or  nntural  gut 
for  fuel,  or  for  nicclinnlcnl  pnriwiws.  Including  refining  or  manufnclur- 
Ing  oil  for  fuel  or  for  m<?chnnlcal  purposes 

OH  and  gas. — I'lj*  lines  and  pumping  stations  engaged  in  transinirtlng 
oil  or  nfttuml  f;ne 

Oil  and  gan. — I'lnnts  engageil  prinditally  In  nia nu fact u ring  equipment  or 
supplies  for  producing  or  transiwrting  oil  or  natural  gnu.  or  for  re- 
fining and  mil  nu  fa  during  oil  fr)r  fuel  or  for  uieclmukal  purposes 

Paper  and  pulp.^-ficc  Pulp  and  juiper. 

Pcriodicah. — See  Newspai>ers  and  pcrlodleals. 

Public  inttilulionn  and  buildings  (maintenanrc  and  operation  of). — Other 
(ban  hospitals  and  sunitiiriums 

Public  inttilutions  narf  buildings  (maintenance  and  operation  of). — Used 
as  hospitals  or  aanltarlums 

Public  ulilitieB. — Gas  plants  prmlucing  toluol , u 

Publio  « (Hi «(■».— Street  railways,  elwtrlc  IlLtbting,  and  poivei-'  i-om- 
paiiies,  gas  plants  not  otherwise  clasBilled.  telephone  and  telegrai>ti  com- 
panies, water-supply  companies,  and  like  general  utilities '.1 

PuWic  utililic». — Plants  engaged  prlncl|)ally  In  manufacturing  equipment 
for  railways  or  other  public  utilities 

Pulp  and  pa  per.— Plants  engaged  exclusively  in  manufacturing  name.. 

Jioi/icoj/».--Operated  liy  United  Stales  Itallrofld  Admlnlslratinn 

Railiea I/a— tiot  operated  by  United  States  Kallroad  Adniialstratiun  (ex- 
cluding those  operated  as  plant  facilities) 

Railway!  {utiid). — See  Public  utllltleit 

Kopc. — See  Twine  find  rope. 

Sopc  teirc. — See  Wire  rot*. 

Saiif(irttiM«. — See  Public  Institutions  and  bnildlngn. 

ib'Aip*  (mafntcnanrc  and  operation  of). — Exctuillng  pleasure  craft  not 
common    carriers — 

Shipg. — Plants  engaged  prlndpally  In  building  libips,  escliiding  (o) 
pleasure  craft  not  common  carriers,  (b)  Bbips  not  built  for  tbe  United 
States  GoverimieTit  or  tbe  Allies  nor  under  license  from  United  States 
Sliipping    Board 

Boap. — Plants  engaged  prlucipallj'  In  manufacturing  same 
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Bteel-niakinff  furnaces. — Plauts  engaeed  solely  In  manofftcturii^  ingoU 

and  steel  castings  by  the  open  bearth,  Bessemer,  crucible,  or  electric 

fnmace  procesB,  fnelndtng  blooming  mills,  billet  mills,  nnd  slabbing  Cls-is. 

mills  for  same I 

Blecl-plale  mill* I 

Stecl-rait  mi/fa.— llolllns  rnlls,  50  or  more  pounds  per  jnril II 

fiJeel.— All  plnota  operaiiug  steel  rolling  nnd  drawing  mills,  exclusive  of 

tliosc  taking  bigher  clnsMlfication IH 

Surpical  supplies. — See  Drugs  and  mcillcine.''. 

Tanners. — Plants  engaged  principally  in  tanning  U-iitlicr IV 

Tanjiiftff.— Plants    engaged    principally    in    innnnfactiirinj,'    tanning   ex- 

tropts : IV 

Textilci: — Plants  engaged  principally  in  mannfnMnrinB  cotton  textiles, 

including  spinning,  wefivlng.  and  flnialiing IV 

Tcxlilcs.^l'lujit^  engaged  principally  In  miinufiictnrInK  woolen  textiles, 

including  splauers.  top  makers,  and  weavers IV 

Texiites. — I'lftute  engagetl  principally  In  manufacCuring  cotton  nnd  woolen 

Itnlt    goods IV 

TcaiiJc*.— Plants    engaged    principally    in    mauitfacturlng    textile    ma- 

'^chluery. IV 

is**  plates. — Plants  engaged  principally  In  manufacturing  suiue III 

Tobacco. — Only    (or    preserving,    drying,    curing,    iMicklns.    and    storing 

same— not  for  man u fact urlni;  ami  marketing IV 

roliiof.— See  Coke ;  Public  utilities. 

ToolK-  Plants  engaged  priucipally  in  luanufucturing  rmmll  or  linnA  tools 

for  working  wood  or  metal III 

Twiiie  (binder  and  rope). — llants  engaged  principally  In  manufacturing 

Kiiue rv 

War  and  .Vary  DcpBr(/nc)i(«.—<!onst  ruction  work  conducted  by  either  the 
War  Department  or  tlie  Navy  Department  of  tlie  Uulit-il  Stales  In  em- 
barkation ports,  harbors,  fortified  pluces,  flood  protection  operations, 
docks,  locks,  channels,  Inland  watenvaye,  nnd  in  the  maintenance  and 
repair  of  same II 

Wire  rope  and  rope  icirc. — Plants  engaged  priucipally  In  manufacturing 
same ___  II 

Woolen  (CTti/c«.— See  Textiles. 

(The  terra  "  iirlnoipally '■  aieaus  75  per  cent  of  tlii'  products  men- 
tioned.) 

PAVOSABLE  REPOBT  OF  SUHBEE  SAVIKOS  BAITE. 

ICoDEul  II.  -Ihcrl  lohniwn,  Dundee,  SeoUand.  Aug,  T] 
TLe  i>ast  year  has  been  verv  successful  from  the  thrift  point  of  view 
in  Dundee  so  far  as  tliat  is  indicated  by  the  money  deposited  in  the 
Savings  Bnnk.  T)ie  accounts  of  the  banK,  which  have  just  been  made 
r.p,  show  a  total  balance  due  to  depoeitoi-s  at  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  of  «5,711,30S   ($13,194,580),  which  is  on  increase  of  £20«^ 

($1,006,096)  over  the  preTious  year.  Tlie  amount  received  and  paid 
during  the  year  was  iy,171,109  ($10,.">65,702).  In  addition  to  the  cash 
lodped  the  depositors'  awoiints  have  benefited  to  fhe  extent  of  £71,690 

($348,879)  by  interest  and  by  dividends  on  Government  stock. 

There  were  sold  by  the  bank,  as  agent  for  the  Post  Office,  7,343 
war-savings  certificates  costing  £68,465  ($33;t.l8r)).  Of  this  snm 
£4,278  ($20,819)  was  paid  for  5,o20  certificates  of  the  face  value  of 
£1  ($4.87) :  and  297  certificates  of  values  front  £100  ($486.65)  to  £500 

($2,433.25),  costing  £40,596  ($197,560),  were  iss^iied. 

Depositors  continue  to  avail  themselves  of  Hie  privilege  of  invest- 
ing through  the  bank  in  Government  loans  .-n  sums  of  £5  ($24.33), 
payment  tor  which  has  been  generally  met  by  the  transfer  by  deposi- 
tors of  the  amount  from  their  deposit  ncconnfs.  The  Government 
Stocks  and  bonds  held  by  the  8,366  investors  amount  to  £687,649 

(»3,M6,443).  ;^,^,,^|^, 
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EXPOBTS  OF  BEEASSTUfTS,  HEATS,  ETC.,  SITBIKG  JUIT. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  exports  of  domestic  breadstuff^, 

cottonseed  oil.  meat  and  dairy  products,  raw  cotton,  and  mineral 

oils  from  the  United  States  during  July  and  seven  montlis  ending 

with  July,  1918: 


Breadsdin* 

Coll  onseed  oil 

UMitand  dairy  pradui.'ts 


■■-{aHllnts, 


ibalw... 
HIS: 


B(«f,raiiaod {S^arl'' 

B«i,t™h hSn^^}. 


:  Huna  and  ihoiiHPR (|»!mrts. 

^Laid ^§^1^': 

;  Nculml  lam tellm' 

:  Pork,  pickled feui;^- 

.Lardwmpounds feli™': 

,  Mllk,«.nd.nMd p^; 

Crude  mtowaloU I^fc, 

;Ill„mIaaltaeoU i^^; 

.  Lubricallng  oil (SJlte.'. 

OasoHne,  naphtha,  etc {^"I'lm.'. 

EesJd.mm,roelon.«o {g;''™; 


■«,(»».  fi7J 

1- 

IS 

M's,a" 

l-^4k''^, 

r^:!,-:^ 

l,W.^3S0 

''BB 

"i'<Ms;«H 

106,301 

7i3,WU,30» 

»,CO7,.T07 

4.Tta.tM 


BBAZnJAN  CEICEHT  SPECIFICATIONS. 
-The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domef^tic  Commerce  has  received  from 
the  Brazilian  Ministry  of  Transportation  and  Public  Works  a  few 
copies  of  ''  Instructions  for  the  use  of  reinforced  concrete  in  railway 
construction  in  Brazil,"  dated  September  17,  1917.  Copies  of  this 
report  may  be  consulted  at  the  district  offices  of  this  bureau  in  New 
,York,  Boston,  and  Chicago  by  reference  to  file  No.  105001b.  i  ^ 


COMMERCE  BBPOBTS. 

UNITES  KXHQDOH  FLANS  FUEL-ECONOHT  CAHPAIQN. 
(Britltb  (GoTcnunent)  BoaM  ot  Trade  Jtmrnnl,  Ang,  S.) 


Owing  to  the  larger  nnmber  of  miners  called  to  the  coloi-s  and  the 
great  need  of  coal  for  our  Allies,  the  various  Government  depayt- 
ments,  and  industrial  undertakings,  tlic  Controller  of  Coal  Mines 
has  instituted  a  coal-economy  campaign  with  the  object  of  reducing 
fuel  consumption  in  every  direction  possible.  The  controller  is  being 
assiste<l  by  a  technical  staff  attached  to  the  head  office,  and  arrange- 
ments have  now  been  made  for  a  large  number  of  engineers  in  the 
Provinces  to  attach  themselves  to  the  Coal  Control  Department  for 
this  special  purpose.  This  arrangement  enables  the  country  to  be 
mapped  out  in  districts  so  that  all  industrial  consumers  ivill  within 
a  reasonable  time  be  in  touch  with  the  organization. 

The  scheme  comprises  two  main  sections — (a)  electrical  undertak- 

Sga  and  ib)  industrial  undertakings.  The  work  involved  includes 
e  careful  scrutiny  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of  coal  consumed  by 
the  various  undertakings  and  the  efficiency  obt^ed.  It  also  includes 
the  inspection  of  factories  and  works  by  experts,  in  order  to  ascertain 
means  bv  which  fuel  consumption  may  oe  reduced  and  the  best 
methods  to  that  end.  A  considerable  amount  of  work  in  connection 
with  the  campaign  has  already  been  done,  but  it  is  intended  to  ac- 
celerate the  rate  of  pro^-ess  as  much  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

Some  400  skilled  enguieers  will  shortly  be  at  work  in  various  parts 
of  the  British  Isles,  and  these  gentlemen  are  giving  their  services  to 
the  (Jovemnient  without  salary.  Any  public  body  or  company  or 
pei'son  wishing  to  effect  economies  at  once  and  desiring  tlie  con- 
troller's assistance  in  this  direction  is  invit«d  to  communicate  with 
coal-control  headquarters,  when  aiTangements  will  be  made  to  send  a 
technical  expert  to  look  into  the  conditions  under  which  coal  is  being 
consumed  and  to  cooperate  witli  the  consumer  in  effecting  economy. 
Apart  from  special  aj>plications  of  this  kind,  the  controller's  repre- 
sentatives will  visit  firnis  in  (urn  in  accordance  with  a  general  plan 
of  operations. 

So  imperative  Ls  the  need  to  reduce  coal  consumption  to  a  minimum 
that  a  rationing  scheme  for  all  industrial  iindertalrings  will  be  intro- 
duced, shortly. 

^i  .\  new  ijompany  is  being  formed  with  a  capital  of  $208,000,  sub- 
scribed in  Denmark  and  Norway,  to  build  a  factory  at  Esbjerg  on 
'  the  west  coast  of  Denmark,  for  canning  fish  for  export.  The  mana- 
ger of  the  company  will  be  Thos.  H.  Norland,  of  Stavanger.  Norway. 


OFFICES  OP  THE  BUBEATT  OP  FOBEIGN  AND  DOHESTIC  COMMEECE. 
auTBicc  ofncEs.  coopeuhte  orncEa. 

IREV  lOBEi   7tl  CsitradoiM.  CLETEURD:  Ckub«r  «f  ConBtrct. 

MCTONi  IMl  CortHiksHF.  aStVuiiTl:  Ck»l>er  of  CmiBtrtt. 

CWUOOi  tM  FHtral  MIMig,  onaXKin:  Snml  Firlutt  l«ul,  Soilkrri 
Sr.  LOmSi  108  Thud  mUoul  Buk  BiUIEag.  Blll<ri7,  tS  lasilh  Billdlag. 

HEW  OBUiNS:  10!0  BlkrnU  Bilk  Balldlw.  LOS  ASdELEBi  Ckanktr  ot  C(MBtrc«. 

au  raiNCISCO:  t07  GntoBkoitt.  PHIUDSLFHU:  Ckmkcr  ■(  £*>■»(«. 

BITTLE:  848  tttmrt  BiiMlDi.  POBTUXB.  OBtd.:  Ck»b«r  ■[  Coia«av« 

I  BITTOK:  Qmltr  Birltn  iHotUltoa. 
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FOBEION  TRADE  OFPOBTUBITIES. 


RoHprrod  aa<lrmBea  may  be  abtnlnnd  from  Ibp  BnF»ii  and  Its  district  and  coopera- 
tive ntilcpi.     lEiqiH'Kt  fur  i>iii:li  ii|i|><>rluiii(v  hIiouM  hf  on  n  Rt>[>ara1i'  xlicK't  and  iitate 
opporlnnttr   nnmbrr.     The   Barcan    dot-s   not   (uroiBb    cmllt    mllnns   or   ■aiiuma 

taken  iu  nil  cniwi'.     BynilwlK :  •  Rc'iioi-lwl  by  Ain.Tl.an  mnsul.ir  o(Br.-rs :  t  Uepc.rtsd  by 
commercial  altnL-li^s  au<l  commcr.-lal  aBL-nts ;  t  Uiri-ct  InquLrles  roctlvwl  by  tbe  Bureau. 
In  con-lilrrliiK  the  follonlnK  "  <>i>portn>>t»lrii  "  ■p-rlnl  rcicard  iiIioDld  Ite 

Ball  hearlnKB iUir,      Sl™t _.  27*37 

SS^'^^E^?-!™?'!;! 

•holoKraphk  malerfal 274J3 

'ii-cfl  j;n<i.l8_ ■.>  413 

DniBuandp^itcnt  mwllcluc'i' —  :!74:(8.    7143 

Food  produi-lH 7441 

Sllvrr-plat.d  waro ::7444,  2  446 

Siutlmifry 27441,  2-443 

ToUit  atilcli* _ 2  441 

ToulB 27443,2  MB 

{!S,'^Tr::::::;::::::::_:.::*^:'^?11^ 

UolBllng  macbiDca.      ^744r> 

27430.t — A  company  In  Ciibn  nislios  to  lie  plactnl  in  toiicli  witli  Amfrienn  mtinu- 
factiirers  and  iiaekerw  of  doiiicrttlc  Swisn  chwiJe  (WlnniDiiln),  OoudB-Ktyla 
cheese  <l(e(lRkln)i  kikI  tlry-wilieil  codflsli.  TIlp  miiipnny  liaH  n  reptvaenta- 
tlve  In  tlie  UuUed  StiitcH,  wltli  whom  Interested  tlruis  mny  commuiilcute^ 


Correspondence  may  be  Iu  KngliRh.    Heferences. 

27'i3fl,* — A  fli-m  in  KiiKlaiuI  deslrcH  to  piircliase  nlckel-pljifeil  purw  locks  and 
Iiinged  pursp  slicenw,  (.■ellulnlrt-covereil  pnsli  buttons  or  prexs  atiuK  such  as 
are  used  on  cfrtoin  Kinds  of  purst-R.  toiiacco  wallets,  and  otlier  fancy  f;uMln. 
From  .lOO  to  1,0<)0  Rf'SS  purne  locks  and  waine  (piantlty  of  purse  slieena  are 
desired,  and  1.000  t^i-o^s  piiNh  buttoiis.  Ternis  desired  are  2}  [)er  cent  dis- 
count at  30  days'  sl^iilit.     Kefereiice. 


27441,* — A  man  in  Swlti'.erland  wisbes  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  all 
kinds  of  American  novelties,  toilet  articles,  cheuilcnl  prudiicta,  food  prod- 
ucts, stiitionery,  anil  general  repreNtaitntluu  fur  Swttsserbind,  wlih  depot. 
Corresiiondence  abould  be  Iu  ^'rericli. 


27443.* — A  Arm  In  Mesopotamia  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for 
the  sale  of  large  qiiantitleH  of  pie<'e  iroods,  lio.iiery,  hardware,  machinery, 
tools,  fancy  goods,  cblua  and  glawsware,  provisions,  photographic  mflterlals, 
drugs,  patent  niedicfiies,  and  stationery.  Payment  will  be  made  by  cash 
against  documents.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Refei-eucea. 

27444. t — A  department  store  in  Chile  Is  In  the  market  for  silver-plated  ware, 
tine  glnsswnre,  and  chlnaware.  Cutalogues  and  price  lists  should  be  sub- 
mitted.   This  flrm  wialies  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  only. 

27445.* — .\  flrm  In  Franco  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  (or  the  sale 
of  small  tools,  drills.  Iiolstiug  machines,  and  ball  bearings.  Correspondence 
should  be  iu  French.    Relereute. 

27440.t— A  flrm  In  Chile  Is  in  the  market  for  glassware,  chlnaware,  toys,  metal 
goods,  sllver-platetl  articles,  and  nil  kluds  of  specialties  made  of  paper, 
cloth,  china,  and  motai.    References. 
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DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAHV  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF- FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

For  tale  br  the  SupcrbtodciM  il  DacuiDena,1VHliiii(lDB>D- C.,  at  f2.50  fcr  Tur 

No.  212        Washington,  D.  C,  Tuesday,  September  10 


CONTESTS, 

Hjara  rropn  Id  the  Aioros 


PtoiMBcd  Increase  of  Argeatlue  I'haTgm  UptnlUfi  ol  British   BClvDllilc  prcHlnctB 

on  IninortH B29  MblblHon _ —  1138 

iDfreased  Brltlgh  ImqIi  depoKlls »30  T»ej[ln  prrpatiDg  for  1918  Lyon  (air —  939 

(.'ollnn  xinuMl  In  Cnlti'il  States 9M  WaltJe  wood  Cor  caak  making  In  ijonlh 


lublloaliona  lor  sale aal      Tridc  londnioos  In  Bhanghal^. 


nt  publloi 
ernlng  tbi 


inp  in  Itulyir 


War  urltcsTn  "Tokyo," "New^  York,  and  Proposals  tor  Goyernmcnt  supulles —  944 

London    !>33       fonfrplo-pliw  fartory  in  Gprinlston...  944 

Population  o/  South  Africa i  DSa       Samples  o(  pappr  (abrlrs  and  yarn 94* 

FBOSFECTS  FOA  C(Bn  CBOP  IH  GUADALAJARA  DISTRICT. 
Consul  John  K.  Sillwan  reports  from  Giiaditlajara,  Mexico,  un- 
der date  of  Septeml)eE  J»,   tlrnt   extensive   planting   and   fine  rains 
throi^oiit  the  districtJuivc  lunde  favorable  the  prospect  for  the  best 
corn  crop  in  several  jears. 

RESTRICTI05S  OS  DECK  CARGOES. 
The  War  Trade  Board,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  220),  has 
adopted  certain  restrictions  on  deck  cargoes  on  unarmed  vessels, 
proceeding  without  convoy  from  Atlantic  and  Gulf  ports.  The  War 
Trade  Board  aleo  announces  certain  restrictions  on  cargoes  carried 
by  auliiig  vessels.  In  order  to  avoid  delays  and  unnecessary  ex- 
pense, vessel  owners,  charterers  and  agents  sliould  consult  with  col- 
lectors of  custom  or  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Transportation,  War 
Trade  Board,  befoi-e  making  commitments  for  deck  cargoes  or 
cargoes  to  be  carried  by  sailing  vessels. 

PROPOSED  INCREASE  OF  ARGENTINE  CHARGES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Commercial  Attache  Robert  S.  Barrett  has  cabled  from  Buenos 
Aires,  under  date  of  September  7,  that  the  budget  for  1919  sub- 
mitted by  the  President  of  Argentina  to  the  National  Congress  pro- 
poses increases  of  20  per  cent  in  the  official  valuations  of  imported 
goods,  of  50  per  cent  in  the  statistical  tax,  and  of  331  per  cent  in 
tlie  port  dues.  The  internal-revenue  tax  on  imported  playing  cards 
is  to  be  increased  to  60  eentavos  ($0,25)  per  pack.  It  is  also  pro- 
posed to  impose  an  income  tax  wiiii-h,  it  is  suggested,  may  affect 
American  interests.  More  complete  details  are  being  transmitted 
by  mail. 

The  proposed  increase  in  official  valuations  is  equivalent  to  a  gen- 
eral increase  of  20  per  cent  in  tlie  import  duties  on  all  goods  specified 
in  the  customs  tarin.  The  statistical  tax  is  less  important,  amounting 
to  only  2  per  mil  at  present,  but  the  port  dues  form  a  considerable 
item  in  the  cost  of  importing  goods,  having  already  been  increased 
50  per  cent  over  the  former  rates  by  a  law  of  February  8,  1918. 

78938"— 18  ^929 
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INCAEASED  BBITISH  BAHK  DEPOSITS. 

[CoDBul  Gcnpml  RolKTt  P.  Skinner,  London.  Hngland,  Aug;.  IZ.] 

XotwithbtaD(ling  the  large  amount  timt  hus  been  invested  in 
the  national  war  lonn,  apgregatinp;  at  this  date  £1,000,(MJO,000 
($4,800,500,000)  and  in  respect  of  which  efforts  are  being  mude  to 
maintain  a,  weekly  addition  of  not  less  than  £'■25,000,000  ($121,062,500), 
tlie  returns  of  the  principal  olearinp;  banks  show  increases  in  the 
total  amounts  of  deposits.  And  in  view  of  the  i-ecent  bank  ntnalga- 
mations  [see  Commer<;k  Kbpohts  for  Mar.  2,  Apr.  1,  June  25,  and 
Aug.  !),  1918]  it  may  be  of  interest  to  show  the  upward  tendency 
of  audi  moneys.  Tlie  following  table  gives  the  ainounta  of  <lcposits 
during  the  half  ycar.s  ended  .Tune,  1917,  December,  1917.  and  June. 
191S,  by  the  chief  banki^  as  tliey  then  existed;  the  latest  fusions  have 
been  disrcgai"ded  in  order  to  enable  a  fairer  comparison  to  be  made: 


«.r. 

llrrciabcr.len 

i,™.m. 

■V. 

no 

on 
m 

m 

4U.&a7,9eo 

7S 

M 

London  CKf  &  MIdlind. 
London  Couniy  it  Fnm. 

NaliooBi  i-TOvEiicl'a!  Vnit 

BBrclays 

J<oiidan  FrovEncLaL  dt  Sch 

Capilal  ACoun[ii!s.    

l^ndon  Joinl  Slock 

Natlonnl 

Williams  nraronji 


COTTON  GINITED  IN  UNITED  STATES. 

The  niimbei'  of  bales  of  cotton  ginned  in  the  United  .State=;^oHi 
th,e  gi'owth  of  1918  prior  to  September  1,  according  to  a''prc- 
liminary  report  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
was  1,039,020  bales,  counting  round  as  half  bales.  Prior  to  the  corre- 
sponding date  in  1917  the  number  was  014,787  bales,  and  in  1910  it 
was  8uO,C68  bales.  These  statistics  include  53,10y  round  bales  for  1918, 
23,710  for  1917,  and  31,*15  for  1910.  Tlic  number  of  sea-island  bales 
included  is  201  for  1918,  2,838  for  1917,  and  4,631  for  1916.  The  dis- 
tribution of  sea-island  cotton  for  1918  by  States  is:  Florida,  103; 
(jeorgia,  97,  and  Sotitli  C/arolina,  1,  The  statistics  for  1918  in  this 
repoi-t  are  subject  to  slight  corrections  when  checked  against  the 
individual  returns  of  the  giniier,s  being  transinitted  by  mail. 


Opportunity  for  Sale  of  Wool  Presses  in  Chile. 

t'onsitl  .John  K.  Bradley  reports  that  there  is  an  opportunity  for 
flic  sale  of  wool  pie.'jscs  in  the  Punta  Arenas  district.  Prior  to  the 
war  presses  were  imported  from  New  Zealand  and  Australia  but  none 
have  been  received  for  a  long  time,  and  they  are  being  constructed 
locally  at  a  cost  higher  than  that  of  the  imported  article.  A  list  of 
firms  in  Pnnta  Arenas  who  might  be  interested  in  catalogues  of  wool 
presses  may  be  oljtained  from  tlie  Bureau  of  I'"oi-eign  and  Domestic 
Commei-ce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referrins  to 
file  Xo.  10r>421.  * 
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FRENCH  CEOP  ESTIMATES  TO  TOLT  1. 

(Tlco  CoDsul  Hrnest  L.  Iven.  P&ris,  Aug.  14.] 
Tiic  French  Ministry  of  Agriculture  publishes  in  the  Journal  Of- 
ficiel  of  August  4,  1918,  the  following  resume  of  the  state  of  tho 
Trench  crops  on  July  1,  1918  and  1017: 


Crop. 

Condition- 

July  1,  1017. 

July 

im 

1 

i 
i 

i 

The  above  fibres  are  based  as  follows:  100  indicates  very  goodj 
80,  good;  60,  fairly  good;  50  fair;  30,  poor,  and  20,  bad. 

It  is  state<I  in  the  Iliiiktin  Economique  Fran^ais  of  August  10, 
1918,  that  the  grain  production  has  been  especially  favorable  this 
year;  in  some  departments  the  harvest  appears  to  be  double  that 
of  li)17. 

Tlie  figures  show  that  oats  on  July  1  were  slightly  inferior  to 
those  obtained  on  Jnly'l  of 'tust  j'car,  but  it  is  stated  that  in  soilie 
districts  this  difference  is  less  noticeable  on  account  of  the  very 
favorable  weather  just  pi-evious  to  the  harvest. 

The  corn  crop  was  at  firet  thought  to  be  inferior  to  that  of  1017,  , 
but  has  improved  owing  to  the  considerable  rain  at  the  beginning 
of  August. 

The  condition  of  tho  vinfs  is  reported  as  being  very  good. 

The  general  average  of  the  crops  for  1018  is  71,  as  against  GG  for 
1917. 


aOVEBNlCEHI  FtrSIICATIOHS  FOR  SALE. 

The  following  publications  were  among  those  received  in  stock 
for  sale  by  the  Superintemk'nt  of  Documents  at  Washington  during 
the  week  ended  August  31 : 

Typical  Speciflcntlons  for  Non-Bitu  nil  nous  Hoail  AlRterlnU  (ARrleullnre  De- 
pni-titient  Bulletin  704.)— ('overs  siMVifi<:iitionK,  inellioils  of  testing,  metlioiis  of 
tJetPctluK  and  sliliiplng  samtiles.  elc.    I'rict.-,  .1  cenM. 

The  Analysis  of  Fenulsslble  Exiiloslvea  (Miiie^  Bureau  Bullptin  90,  re- 
print).— Coverfl  nature  of  permiftslble  explosives,  cliisstfloition,  characteristics, 
physical  examination,  preparation  for  analysis,  etc.    Price.  15  cents. 

The  Testing  of  Mechanical  Ituhber  Gooils  (Standards  Bureau  Cireulnr  3S, 
reprint), — Covers  sources  and  ccillcotion  of  rubh'U-,  rubber  sulistitiitea,  re- 
claimed robber,  manufnetnre  of  mechnnicfll  rubber  gooUa,  phyi'lcal  testing  of 
i-ubber,  cliemlsti-y  of  rubber,  etc.    Trice,  10  cents.  ^  . 
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RULES  aoVEBNIHO  THE  IMKrAHGE  OF  EXPORT  UCEHSES. 

The  Wsir  Trade  Board  annoimcos  the  adoption  of  the  following 
re^Iutione  with  respect  to  the  i^uanco  of  export  licensee,  affective 
September  20, 1918: 

\a)  Hereaftpr  licenses  iniiy  be  granted  by  the  IVui'  Trade  Board 
only  upon  i4>p1ication  of  the  consignor  and  only  Lo — 

(1)  (.'orpo  rat  ions  organized  inider  the  laws  of  Hie  United  States, 

or  of  any  State,  Territory,  or  possession  of  tlie  United 
States  or  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 

(2)  Residents  of   any   State,  Territory,   or   possession   of   the 

United  States  or  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 

(3)  Fon'igii  partnerships  with  a  member  who  is  a  resident  of 

any  State.  Territory,  or  possession  of  the  United  Statew 
or  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 

(4)  Foreign  corporations  actually  maintaining  in  any   8tat«, 

Territory,  or  possession  of  the  United  States  or  in  the 
District  of  Cofnnibia  an  csiablished  branch  or  agency  for 
the  regular  transaction  of  its  busiiiess,  or 

(5)  Any  foreign  government  acting  through  any  member  of  its 

embassy  or  legation  accredited  to  the  United  States,  or 

(6)  The  Traffic  Exeuiitive  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Italy,  and 

tlie  consul  for  Belgium,  or 

(7)  Any  official,  firm,  or  corporation  apiwinted  by  any  depart- 

ment or  agency  of  the  United  States  Government  to  act 

in  its  behalf. 
(b)  Applications  for  export  licenses,  and  supplemental  informa- 
tion sheets  and  any  other  supplementiuy  documents  or  letters  relat- 
ing thereto  will>  only  be  considered  by  the  War  Trade  Board  when 
filed  by  such  corporations,  firms,  or  individuals  and  only  when  signed 
in  ink  by — 

(1)  An  oflicial  duly  authorised  to  act  on  behalf  of  a  corpora- 

tion if  application  for  an  export  license  is  made  liy  a 
corporation. 

(2)  A  member  of  a  firm  if  application  for  iin  export  license  is 

made  by  a  film. 

(3)  An  individual  himself  if  application  f(H'  an  export  license 

is  made  by  an  individual. 

(4)  A  regular  employee  of  a  corporation,  firm,  or  individaal 

making  an  application  for  export  license  if  such  employee 
has  been  duly  authorizetl  in  writing  to  so  sign  on  behalf 
of  such  corporation,  firm,  or  individual  and  if  such 
authorization  has  been  filed  with  the  War  Trade  Board. 

(5)  An  attorney  in  fact  of  a  corporation,  firm,  or  individual 

making  application  for  an  expoH  license  if  such  attorney 
has  been  pi'operly  authorized  so  to  act  by  virtue  of  a  power 
of  attorney  duly  executed  and  filed  with  the  War  Trade 
Board. 
(C)  A  jwrson  duly  authorized  to  act  in  their  behalf  if  applica- 
tion for  an  export  license  is  made  by  a  foreign  govern* 
ment,  the  traflic  executive,  the  consul  of  Belgium,  or  an 
agency  of  the  United  States  Government. 
These  regulations  are  effective  as  to  all  applications  for  export 
licenses  filed  on  and  after  September  20,  1818- " 
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WA£  PBICES  IN  TOETO,  HEW  TORE,  AND  LONDOIT. 

[Conaul  General  George  H.  Sclilmare,  Tofcohama,  lapKd,  Aug.  3.] 

Prices  of  commodities  have  advanced  in  all  countries,  both  bellig- 
erent and  nonbelligerent,  owing  to  the  war.  According  to  investi- 
gations made  by  the  Bank  of  Japan,  the  index  number  of  average 
? rices  for  the  years  mentioned  in  Tokyo,  London,  and  New  York 
prices  just  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  or  in  July,  1914,  being 
taken  as  100)  was : 


Ffrlod. 

Tokyo. 

London. 

Now  Yort. 

mi 

»6,0 

Thus  prices  had  not  doubled  on  an  average  before  the  end  of  the 
third  year  of  war,  but  the  advance  has  been  accelerated  since  the 
fourth  year,  or  since  the  summer  of  last  year,  os  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  table: 


Pettod. 

Tokyo. 

LODdOD. 

Now  York. 

""jlil^Jf - 

172 

17a 

1 

230 

21S 

218 

229 

S 

m 

""Crr:::::;:::::;:::::::;::::::;:::::: 

Prices  in  London  and  N'ew  York  have  advanced  to  more  than 
double  the  pre-war  figures,  and  even  those  in  Tokyo  have  now  nearly 
doubled  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  In  this  connection  it  has  to 
be  added  tliat  prices  in  Tokyo  are  somewhat  lower  than  in  Osaka 
and  Kob4,  the  latter  city  being  noted  as  the  dearest  place  for  living 
in  the  whole  countrj-.  According  to  investigations  made  by  the 
Asahi,  prices  of  commodities  in  Osaka  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
have  been  about  20  per  cent  higher  than  in  Tokyo. 


POFVLATION  OF  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

[The  South  African  Joiimnl   of  Indimtrlr'S,   Prc(orla,   July,] 

The  preliminary  returns  of  the  census  taken  on  May  5  last  ap- 
peai-cd  in  the  tiovcrnmcnt  (iazette  of  June  21  and  bhow'  a  total  Eu- 
ropean population  in  the  Union  on  the  date  mentioned  of  1,418,060. 
This  figure  indicates  a  numeral  increase,  since  the  1911  census,  of 
141.818  persons.  This  result,  it  !-hould  be  stated,  takes  no  account 
of  the  large  number  of  men  and  women  belonging  to  tlie  Union  who 
are  at  present  on  active  service  outside  the  country.  The  enumera- 
tion of  this  class  is  at  present  proceeding,  and  the  number's  when  as- 
certained will  materially  swell  the  aggregate  given. 
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CKOn  IK  THE  AK0RS8. 

[0)DHul  John  Q.  Wood,  St.  Mlirbu)«.  Aug.  37,1 

Weather  conditions  have  been  exceptionally  favorable  for  all  crops 
(luring  this  wttV.  An  increanet:!  acreage  has  Jieen  planted  in  abnt^ 
all  the  principal  crops  with  the  exception  of  corn,  and  there  has  beeo 
sufficient  hilmr  to  cultivate  and  harveet  B«ch  crops  as  hare  matured. 
The  stimnliw  of  high  prices  for  all  field  products  has  produced  th© 
best  yield  the  islands  have  experienced  in  many  years.  A  subsistence 
commission  controls  local  prices  and  reptlatcs  the  export  of  island 
prodnce. 

The  wliciit  cnn>  bus  been  harvested.  The  climate  is  unfavorable 
for  this  crop  on  account  of  the  general  humidity  and  the  usual  larf^ 
rainfall  diiring  tbe  ripening  months.  For  this  reason  and  also  be- 
cause whent  is  not  the  staple  food  of  the  agricultural  population, 
farmers  genernlly  do  not  plant  sufficient  for  local  demands.  High 
prices  and  difficulty  in  importing  American  wheat  or  flour,  howe»er, 
mduced  planters  the  past  seastm  to  bow  more  wheat  than  eiTiP  be- 
fore. Exceptional  ripening  weather  favored  the  crop,  residtipg  in 
the  lai^rest  wheat  crop  in  many  years,  ntid  proViding  enough  i6t  local 
consumption  and  a  small  quantity  for  export'  to  Lisbon  or  Madeira, 
Millers  are  now  grinding  with  satisfttctory  'icsults. 
Coni  the  staple  ^osd  of  a  LBTRe  PereenUccof  FoputtU*!' 

A  smaller  area  in  <^orii  was  planted  in  consequence  of  the  low  price 
cfitabli5he<l  last  year  by  the  subsistence  €ommissioii  and  because  it 

Prohibited  the  export  of  only  a  limited  amount  of  last  year's  crop, 
'laiitcrs  sowed  more  wheat  and  less  corn,  with  the  impression  that 
no  such  strict  control  would  be  exercised  over  tlie  dispositimi  of  the 
wheat  crop,  but  the  commission  has  regulated  the  sale  of  wbeftt  in 
Uie  same  manuer.  The  staple  food  of  90  per  cent  of  the  people  is 
biwad  made  from  corn  flour.  The  climate  ia  particularly  adapnd  to 
this  crop  in  nil  parts  of  the  islands  and  a  failure  in  it  would  b*  dis- 
astrous. The  crop  is  now  ripening  and  it  can  be  stated  that  the  yield 
will  be  somewhat  below  the  average,  but  sufficient  for  all  the  de- 
mands of  the  Azores,  with  a  small  f|unntity  for  export. 
Beans,  Potatoei.  Srapes.  ingu  Beeti.  Tobaoco.  and  ChlooiT' 

There  has  been  a  larjie  acreage  planted  this  year  in  beajis  (horse 
beans)  and  the  harvest  is  the  best  the  islands  have  produced.  This 
crop  enriches  the  soil  and  its  disposition  is  not  controlled  by  tlie  sub- 
sistence commission.  There  is  a  large  export  to  Lisbon,  and  prices 
have  risen  enormously,  to  the  profit  of  the  exporters  here. 

Tiierc  has  been  an  excellent  crop  of  potatoes,  not  only  sufficient  for 
the  wants  of  the  islands,  but  about  200  tons  for  export. 

There  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  grapes  and  there  should  be  sufficient 
wine  for  local  consumption  and  some  for  dislillation  purposes.  Tlic 
ordinary  wine  of  the  country  h  not  of  high  grade  and  none  is  ex- 
ported. 

The  sugar-heet  crop  is  now  being  harvested  and  it  promises  to  be 
up  to  the  average.  About  3,500  tons  of  refined  sugar  are  produced 
at  the  local  refinery;  this  is  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  people  in 
these  islands,  with  a  small  quantity  for  export  to  Lisbon.  The  price 
is  regulated  by  the  subsistence  commission. 
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Tobacco  is  grown  in  email  quantities  by  manufacturers  of  ciga- 
rettes in  Ponta  Delgada.  There  has  been  a  larger  consumption  of 
the  local  manufacture  the  past  year  and  less  importation  of  Madeira 
cigarettes;  consequently  tliero  will  be  but  little  tobacco  in  the  leaf 
for  exportation.  The  leaf  seems  to  flouish  here,  and  there  could  be 
a  larger  development  in  its  cuUivation, 

There  has  been  a  krge  acreage  in  chicory  planted  on  the  island  of 
Terceira,  and  planters  on  this  island  are  turning  their  attention  to 
its  cultivation  on  a  large  scale.  The  high  prices  have  stimulated  its 
production  enormously  on  Terceira,  where  the  crop  this  year  is  esti- 
mated at  2,000  tons  of  (he  dried  article.  This  industry  dates  back 
14  years,  but  it  has  never  assumed  any  proportion  until  war  condi- 
tions brought  about  a  demand  for  the  product  to  be  used  in  mixing 
with  coffee,  especially  in  England,  wnere  most  of  the  chicory  is 
exported. 
OUier  Field  Ciopi — Fruit 

Eye,  barley,  and  oats  are  raised  here  in  small  quantities  and  the 
yield  this  year  is  above  the  average.  Sweet  potatoes  are  grown 
more  for  the  purpose  of  making  alcohol  than  for  an  article  of  diet, 
The  sale  of  the  stocks  of  alcohol  at  excellent  prices  in  France  has 
led  to  the  planting  of  more  seed  during  tliis  year  and  the  crop 
should  be  larger  than  the  aveiage.  There  has  been  a  large  demand 
for  garden  truck  and  ttle  small  farmers  have  j>rofited  largely  this 
year  from  the  sale  of  their  products  at  good  prices. 

The  closing  of  the  British  and  German  markets  to  the  pineapple 
industry  of  the  island  has  led  planters  to  devote  more  attention 
to  other  lines  of  agriculture.  Still  there  is  a  great  abundance  of 
this  fruit,  of  excellent  quality  at  very  cheap  prices.  Banana.^, 
oranges,  and  plums  have  been  abundant  as  well  as  other  small  fruits. 

Crops  in  the  islands,  as  a  whole,  have  been  good  since  the  war  be- 
gan, out  this  year  they  have'been  exceptionally  satisfactory  on  all 
tlie  islands.  Prices  have  naturally  risen,  but  while  all  foodstuffs  are 
very  high  on  the  Continent,  they  are  kept  down  owing  to  the  con- 
trol exercised  by  the  subsistence  commission.  The  islands  supply 
almost  every  item  of  food  necessary,  so  that  the  effect  of  the  war  ia 
hut  little  felt  among  the  people  here  except  when  purchasing  cloth- 
ing and  articles  for  the  household  that  are  imported. 


QEBUAN  EIECTBICAI  WORKS  TO  HAVE  SWEDISH  FACTOBT. 

'[Consul  Gcacr.H  AIIutI  IInl«(<-od,  Slockholin,  Swrden,  July  :il.] 

The  Allgemeine  Elektrieitats  Oessellschnft,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  industrial  institutions  of  Germany,  purchased  in  Malmo,  in 
the  south  of  Sweilen,  before  Ihe  war  gi-ound  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  factory  and  of  manufacturing  electrical  products  for  the 
Swedish  market,  so  as  to  avoid  the  Swedish  tariff.  The  war  neces- 
Bitated  the  abandonment  of  the  original  plan.  Now,  according  to 
the  Svensk  Handelstidning  of  July  28,  1918,  the  factory  is  to  be 
erected  at  a  cost  of  over  $-2,000,000. 

Under  the  Swedish  law  the  company  running  the  factory  must  be 
a  Swedish  concern  and  subjects  of  Sweden  alone  may  be  officers  of 
the  company.    The  capital  will,  however,  be  German. 


.yGoot^lc 
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OPENING  OF  BRITISH  SCIENTIFIC  FBOSUCIS  EXHIBITIOH. 

[rommnrolBl  Agont  R.  O.  Brack,  Landoii,  AUf.  10.] 

The  British  Scientific  Products  Exhibition,  which  was  officially 
opened  to-day  by  the  Kf.  Hon.  Lord  Sydenham,  is  of  particular  in- 
terest at  this  time,  since  it'givcs  very  tangible  eviaence  ol  the  progress 
tlmt  British  manufacturers  have  made  in  many  lines  of  industry 
formerly  dominated  hy  Germany.  The  exhibition  is  held  nndcr  the 
auspices  of  the  British  Science  (luild,  and  the  cliairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  arrangements  stated  that  its  primary  purpose  was  "  to  let 
tho  nation  know  what  has  been  done  to  increase  our  efficiency  and 
bring  about  closer  coordination  between  science  and  industry  during 
the  hist  four  years."  Tiie  elimination  of  products  made  in  Germany, 
may  be  said  to  bo  another  aim  of  tho  pi-esent  exiiibition,  which  car- 
ries a  step  further  the  object  of  the  Britisli  Industries  Fair  held  in 
London  in  the  si>ring  of  this  year.  The  earlier  fair  was  strictly  a 
trade  show,  witli  attendance  limited  to  bona  fide  trade  buyers,  and  in- 
dustries of  great  variety  were  included  in  its  soope.  The  exhibition 
that  opened  to-day  is  considerably  more  spccialiKed;  that  ia,  it  com- 
prises cliiefly  scientific  and  technical  industries,  special  attftntioa 
being  given  to  chemical  and  mechanical  products. 
Bxeetlent  ATrtnceracRtt— IMTiiiom  of  EzhlUtlon. 

The  exhibition  is  being  held  at  King's  College  on  the  8trajidy.and 
is  easily  aci'(-,sibic  to  both  the  trade  and  the  public.  Tho  main  en- 
trance of  the  College,  the  corridors  on  three  floors,  and  largo  recita- 
tion rooms,  lecture  halls,  and  laboratories  are  utilized  for  the  displajr 
of  the  14  different  sections  of  exhibits,  which  are  arranged  in  distinct 
groupa  so  (haf  they  can  be  quickly  identified. 

Tlxe  various  divisions  of  the  exhibition  arc  as  follows: 
\.  Ohomtcal  proiIui:l9  nnd  piw^saes. 

2.  rbi'slcal  appliances.  ,    ,,,  ', 

3.  Klectrlcnl  niid  elect roinaftne lit'  i[pp!iiUii-i:>s. ' 

4.  Optical  Bmmratiia. 

f).  GInsfl.  quartK.  refractories,  and  porcelnlii. 

6.  Phatograpliie  nprarnlua  nud  materials. 

7.  Bloasurliifl  ami  lueclianlcnl  instrumGut». 

5.  SiirKiciil,  hactcrlDloglcnl,  niirt  pnthologlcal  applinncwi. 
9.  Pnpern. 

10.  Textile  Kjiccinllief. 

11.  llluslrution  and  typograpliy. 

12.  Exploitation  of  Hritlsh  natural  prodiuls. 

13.  rood  production  and  conservation. 

14.  Gas  substltulcB  for  petrol  and  petroleum  iirodiii-ls. 

An  exccUenl  catalogue  makes  it  ix)p.sible  fo  locate  any  desired  ex- 
hibitor.    The  catalogue,  in  addition  to  a  list  of  the  firms  rapre- 
Rented,  contains  a  number  of  \\iluable  articles  by  British  experts  deal- 
ing with  ivconf  developments  in  the  field  covei-ed  hy  the  exhibition. 
DevelopiDent  of  British  Dye  Industry— Other  Chemical  Productl. 

The  development  of  tlic  British  dye  industry  siucc  the  war  is 
clearly  brought  out  in  several  comprehensive  exhibits.  One  table 
contains  a  hirgc  numl>er  of  samples  of  coal  tar  derivatives  formerly 
imported  almost  exclusively  fram  Germany.  A  showing  is  made  of 
analytical  laboratory  reagents  that  Iiavc  satisfactorily  replaced  those 
furnished  by  Germany  prior  to  the  war.  In  tlie  same  room  are  dis- 
played Piimples  of  German  j^re-war  butter  color  made  \>y  the  Bad- 
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ische  Aniliiio  Co.,  together  with  specimen  bottles  filled  witli  the 
present  supply  made  according  to  the  formula  of  a  London  dye- 
raanuf  acturmg  company. 

The  attention  of  visitors  is  called  to  tho  fact  that  "not  only  have 
the  few  ainall  firms  that  ^vero  in  exislence  before  (he  war  increased 
and  extended  their  production  but  many  others  also  liave  conic  into 
being,  so  that  there  are  now  about  22  concerns  engaged  in  this  in- 
dustiy,  whereas  before  the  war  their  number  could  have  been  reck- 
,  oned  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand," 

Thymol,  a  most  valuable  antiseptic,  was  (ho  German  pi-oduct  of 
the  oil  of  an  Indian  seed.  In  six  weeks  its  price  rose  eightfold.  It 
is  now  produced  in  England,  as  well  as  aspenn  and  other  well-known 
^Tithetic  preparations,  atropine,  salicylic  acid,  etc.,  samples  of  which 
are  fonnd  in  the  section  devoted  to  chemical  products. 

An  important  and  profitable  indust^,  such  as  hard  porcelain,  was 

t early  wholly  German.    A  successful  British  industry  has  now  been 
uilt  up  and  its  products  may  be  seen  at  the  exhibition. 
Kagaetoi — TnuKsten  and  Thorinin— CtUss  Uanufactnre. 

Oae  of  the  sections  which  attracts  special  attention  is  that  devoted 
to  exhibits  associated  with  airship  production.  Before  the  war 
Germany  had  practically  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  in  magnetos,  both 
for  car  and  aeroplane  use.  Samples  of  British  workmanship  are 
^mwn,  and  the  statement  is  made  that  to-day  there  are  nine  British 
firms  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  magnetos,  hundreds  of  Uiousands 
of  which  have  been  tiirnod  out  for  war  service  alone  in  the  past  three 
years. 

Again,  all  the  tungsten  used  for  specially  liard  steel  and  for  the 
filaments  of  electric  lamps  was  of  German  manufacture,  although 
the  origin  of  much  of  the  raw  material  van  British.  The  same  was 
true  of  thorium,  which  constitutes  90  per  cent  and  more  of  the  ma- 
terial from  which  incandescent  gas  mantles  are  made. 

Another  section  of  the  exhioit  illustrates  the  advance  made  by 
British  glass  manufacturers  during  the  war.  (iptical  glass  and 
chemical  glass  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  this  section.  It  is  an 
open  secret  thai  for  the  first  year  or  two  of  the  war  the  British  naval 
and  military  authorities  would  have  been  very  badly  off  had  it  not 
been  for  the  German  lenses  that  they  still  continued  fo  obtain  through 
neutral  markets.  At  present  a  rapidly  growing  gla.ss  industry  has 
been  established  and  tho  old  dependence  upon  Jena  is  a  thing  of  the 
past. 
Paper  Wearlnc  Apparel  and  OeBtalners. 

Several  prominent  paper  mills  have  a  space  for  ihc  display  of  their 
products,  special  attention  being  given  to  paper  substitutes  for  textiles 
and  tin  containers.  One  inanuficturer  shows  Ram)>les  of  a  number 
of  articles  that  are  used  by  the  British  army  and  for  which  orders 
have  been  taken  for  the  American  troops.  These  include  paper  drink- 
ing cups,  string,  boot  laces,  paper  vests,  paper  helmets,  paper  cai>es, 
and  paper  wadere,  made  from  a  specially  prepared  waterproof  fiber. 
The  last-named  article  is  made  in  the  shape  of  a  high-knee  boot  and 
is  pulled  on  over  trousers  and  socks.  It  has  been  given  much  use  in 
wet  weather  in  the  trenches,  in  fording  stronms,  etc.,  and  is  stated  to 
have  given  excellent  satisfaction.  Waterproof  socks  for  officers  are 
also  shown  in  the  paper  section,  and  many  kinds  of  paper  bags  and 
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sacks  (imitation  burlap  in  apj)earancp)  are  displayed.  These  articles 
have  been  used  extensively  in  France  for  carrying  coal  and  coke. 
Paper  food  containers  for  holding  preserves,  honey,  cocoa,  baking 
powder,  etc.,  are  also  shown.  (The  United  States  commercial  attach^ 
in  London  will  shortly  submit  a  detailed  report  on  the  use  of  paper 
as  a  substitute  material  for  jute,  textiles,  etc.) 
CottoB  Embroideries — Surgrloal  and  Medical  Appllauoei — MunftlDm  EzUblt 

The  Nottingham  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  a  display  of  British- 
made  cotton  embroideries  on  net.  This  class  of  work  was  imported 
almost  exclusively  from  Germany  until  1914.  Samples  of  wood  pulp, 
commonly  known  as  "artificial  silk"  embroidered  on  net,  in  which 
l^hemia  enjoyed  a  monopoly  in  the  British  niurket,  likewise  form 
a  part  of  this  exhibit.  The  value  of  the  embroidery  trade  can  he 
understood  from  the  1913  statistics  of  importation  into  the  United 
Kingdom.  More  than  $7,000,000  worth  of  embroidery  entered  Eng-_ 
land  from  Germany  and  more  than  $l:i,000,000  worth  from  Switzer-' 
land.  At  the  beginning  of  hostilities  there  \yi're  less  than  200  em- 
broidery machines  in  operation  in  the  United  Kingdom,  as  against 
40,000  on  the  Continent.  At  present,  althougb  no  detailed  statistics 
of  production  arc  available,  it  is  known  that  the  British  industry 
has  made  rapid  strides,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  Nottingham  and 
Leicestershire.  A  collection  of  torchon  laces  made  in  these  two 
cities  is  also  included  in  the  exhibit.  Before  the  war  this  trade  tras 
es.sentially  German. 

The  typographic  section  includes  a  very  intei-esting  showing  of 
cigar  and  cigar-box  labels,  of  which  Germany  formerly  produced 
the  bulk  of  the  British  requirements. 

Considerable  space  is  given  up  to  surgical  and  medical  appliances, 
among  which  is  a  collection  of  artificial  eyes  manufactured  in  Bir- 
mingham. In  normal  times  a  great  many  artificial  eyes  were  sold  in 
Enjrland  that  purported  to  be  of  ■  domestic  manufacture,  but  in 
reality  were  made  m  Gennany,  During  the  last  year  or  two  several 
important  secrets  in  connection  with  their  manufacture  have  been 
discovered  in  the  United  Kingdom,  with  the  result  that  a  far  more 
satisfactory  article  than  the  Continental  product  is  now  said  to  be 
made  in  England. 

The  Munitions  Inventions  Department  is  represented  at  the  exhi- 
bition by  a  corps  of  demonstrators  and  a  variety  of  apparatus.  The- 
oxidation  of  ammonia  is  demonstrated  by  a  simple  apparatus  that 
converts  95  per  cent  of  ammonia  into  oxide  of  nitrogen,  a  method 
which,  it  is  pointed  out,  offers  important  economy  in  the  manufacture 
of  sulphuric  acid  and  fertilizing  agents  and  particularly  in  the 
manufacture  of  nitric  acid  for  explosives. 
Puture  Industrial  Independence  of  Great  Britain  Illnstrated. 

Chemicals,  physical  appliances,  electrical  apparatus,  optical  instru- 
ments, porcelain,  pottery,  photographic  materials,  measuring  and 
mechanical  instruments,  and  textile  fabrics  of  domestic  manufacture 
are  displayed,  such  as.  in  other  days,  were  freely  sold  in  the  United 
Kingdom  under  the  label  "  Made  in  Germany."  A  series  of  lectures 
by  well-known  scientists  has  been  arranged  for  the  benefit  of  the 
trade  and  the  public. 

The  British  Scientific  Products  Exhibition  is  to  continue  until 
September  7.    Fundamentally  it  is  a  war  exhibition,  but  it  is  very  evi- 
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dent  tliat  the  growth  and  development  in  Britisli  industries  ivhicli 
it  typifies  will  continue  aft«r  the  war  is  over.  The  dependence  of 
tho  United  Kingdom  u})on  Germany  in  department  ftfter  department 
of  industry— especially  those  that  were  the  dii"ect  product  of  tJio 
application  of  recent  fitientific  reseaivh — wiis  u  levehition  to  tlie 
country'  at  the  outhi-eiik  of  hostilitJe:^.     To  an  American  visitor  tlie 

fircsent  exhibition  is  an  indication  that  the  lesson  hn»  been  woU 
earned  and  tlint  Knglnnd  is  in  a  fair  way  to  recover  permanently 
more  than  all  she  liad  lost  in  the  ycsi-s  of  German  domination  of  her 
key  industries, 

[A  ooUectlon  of  tUe  oil  veil  i  sine  lltfrnture  oZ  ulwut  HO  flriiw  reprtvented  «t 
Uie  Britisli  Scientific  Products  K\hlbllton  haf  Iiwmi  fonvarrteil  by  the  United 
Stalcii  coininerci.ll  attachf^,  auil  ts  available  fur  in£pe<'tloii  by  Interested  per- 
sons nt  the  New  York  dlHti-lct  oftico  nr  llif  ISurctiii  of  Foreitni  mirt  Domestic 
Ooniuierce.  liooni  734.  <^isti)inlioiiM>.  Inqiilrerw  hImhiUI  refer  to  file  No.  20151. 
A  catalogue  tihonliig  tlie  list  of  exhibitors  iitul  containing  also  n  nnmijer  of 
IntetestlnK  iirticles  on  rweot  (level opmeiilfi  In  Briiisli  scleace  And  Industrj,  by 
experts  in  Ihelr  rtsiieitivi-  lines  luis  likewise  been  submitted  to  aceorapflnj  the 
foreEoing  report  nnrt  will  Ue  lonn^d  to  Interested  persons.] 

BEGIN  FEilPABINa  FOB  1919  LTON  FAIK. 

Consul  Clarence  Cardigan,  in  a  report  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  many  catalogues  intended  for  exhibition  nt  the  1P18  Sample 
Faif  jjtt  Lyon,  Franco.,  flid  not'  arrive  in  time,  suggests  that  it  is  not 
too  early  for  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  to  begin  prepa- 
ration for  the  1919  L;^on  Fair. 

The  1918  fair  was  highly  successfid  (see  Commeiue  Reportb  for 
Feb.  4,  Mar.  28,  Apr.  17,  and  July  18,  1918),  the  consul  submitting 
nearly  1,'200  "  Trade  Opportunities  "  growing  out  of  the  American 
catalogue  exhibit  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  .Vmerican  consulate 
in  L,Yon.  {Tliese  "Opportunities"  were  issued  as  Confidential  Bul- 
letin, No.  S.'i,  copies  of  whtcji^  may  be  obtained  at  the  district  offices 
of  tnii  Bureati  of  Foreign  and  Domestic!  Commerce.)  Even  greater 
results  arc  looked  for  from  the  1919  fair,  which  will  be  held  in 
March,  and  for  this  reason  the  consul  is  anxious  that  no  American 
firm  desirous  of  participating  should  fail  because  o£  delay  in  for- 
warding catalogues.  The  consulate  plans  to  hire  space  at  the  fair 
and  to  exhibit  American  trade  catalogues  free  o£  charge  as  in  previous 
years. 

Consul  Carrigan  suggests  tliat  the  display  of  actual  samples,  rather 
than  catalogues  only,  would  be  preferable  wherever  this  is  possible. 

WATTLE  WOOD  FOE  CASE  MAXINO  IN  SOTTTH  AFBICA. 

|Tb<-  Soutli  Afrlcau  Jaxroal  at  Iail<iii(rii'!>,  I'rptoHii.  Jiil.r.l 

The  South  African  Department  of  Industries  has  recently  received 
information  of  an  interesting  experiment  carried  out  with  wattle 
wootl.  Two  casks  made  in  Durban  from  this  material  have  so  far 
stood  the  most  severe  tests  as  to  durability.  One  of  the  casks  was 
filled  some  two  years  ago  with  molasses  and  has  been  exi>osed  to  the 
weather  during  this  period  without  showing  the  least  .sign  of  leakage. 
It  is  stated  that  for  this  purpose  molasses  proves  a  more  severe  t«^ 
than  spirit.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that  the  wood  used  in  the  above 
experiment  was  neither  specially  selected  nor  sensfmed.  The  .subject 
is  one  wortliy  of  furtlier  investigation,  in  view  of  the  revived  interest 
in  the  coopering  industry. 


940  COMMERCE  REPOEXa. 

TBASE  CONDITIONS  IK  SHANGHAI. 
[CoDKUl  M.  F.  Perklna,  SHanghal,  China,  July  27.] 

Trade  rliirinp  the  first  half  ^ear  of  1918  in  Shanghai,  as  iras  to  be 
exppcted,  was  difficult.  With  increasing  restrictions  covering  the  im- 
portation and  exportation  of  various  commodities,  and  the  continued 
violent  fliictnntions  of  the  vahio  of  silver,  and  with  a  steady  upward 
tendency,  it  has  been  exceptionally  hard  to  conduct  business  in 
general. 

The  year  commenced  with  a  demand  rate  of  $103.25  to  100  taels; 
at  the  end  of  June  it  was  $111.50,  and  on  July  23  climbed  to  $113.50, 
where  it  hus  i-emained  since,  with  only  one  drop  to  $113. 
Silver  Bullion  and  Casta  In  Hands  of  Shanghai  Bankers. 

As  Shanghai  plays  an  important  role  in  the  exchange  market,  the 
following  table  showing  the  quantity  of  silver  held  weekly  by  the 
local  banks,  foreign  and  native,  may  be  of  interest: 
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Exports  for  Fiscal  Year. 

The  following  table  of  exports  of  various  commodities  from 
Shanghai  for  the  fiscal  year  en<led  .Time  30,  1!)18,  as  compared  with 
the  same  period  the  year  jirevious,  is  takeji  from  Liddell  Bros.' 
Monthly  Produce  Circular  (IJritisb) : 
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Destination  of  Silk  Exports. 

In  regard  to  silk  eiiporfs  from  Shanghai,  the  following  additional 
statistics  are  taken  from  William  Ijitlle  &  Co.'s  periodical  circular, 
and  cover  the  silk  season  1917-18,  as  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing seasons  of  191C-17  and  1!)15-1G,  The  quantity  is  given  in  bales 
of  one  picul  (133J  pounds)  each: 
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Of  Rtcam  tilatui'e  silk  shjppod  fliiriiig  the  1917-18  season,  1C,C06 
bnlcB  went  to  Europe  and  10,4il  bales  to  America :  wild  silk  exported 
totiiled  0,700  bales,  of  whiob  3,7fi4  went  to  Europe  and  the  remainder 
to  America.     Yellow  stpiini  filatures  exported  totaled  2,775  bales. 

Total  wttletnents  for  the  tiiree  seasons  are  fjiven  as  follows: 
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lUpnent*  of  Cowhidea  anA  aoAtiUns, 

(Vt-whidew  are  not  mentiontMl  in  the  table  of  exports,  but  it  is  under- 
sto()d  that  Italy  at  present  is  n  Inrge  buyer,  and  pays  30  per  cent 
higher  prices  than  the  United  8t«teH.  l^he  declared  export  return 
of  this  office  for  the  half  year  ende^l  June  30,  ldl»,  bUows  1,913,337 
pounds  shipped  to  the  United  States,  against  3,yrjy,736  i>ounds  for 
the  oorrespondiiig  period  in  1917.  as  regards  goatskins,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  there  will  be  considerable  shortage  when  the  season 
openn.  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  1915  all  young  and  old  goats  were 
kdlBlfl  off  to  supply  the  large  demand  or  that  year.  France  is  a 
spasmodic  active  buye>r,  tina  is  practically  the  only  competitor  to 
the  Tfiiited  States.  If  the  French  market  drops  out,  the  price  limit 
set  by  the  American  Government  will  be  the  market  price,  but  if  the 
French  market  continues  to  buy  in  large  quantities.  American  prices 
will  cut  no  figure. 
9eiti)utt»a  ot  Ira  Shiptoeittc. 

Tlie  following  stAtisticij   regarding  tea  shipments  ai-e  extracted 
from  Wiener  &.  (Jo.'s  periodical  circular : 


tMli?BUU<,lnriSllng  Cauda.' 


Conlinenlof  Euiopoand  AfrfisnptcM... 
UttUed  States,  locrudioj  (anada 


10,  OU,  LiU 


TT0,«3i 
U.TOC.TM 


The  new  eeason's  black-tea  crop  (1918-10)  was  offered  in  mid-May. 
Kheemuns  were  about  40  taels  per  pieul  at  Shanghai.    The  crop  was 
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of  medinm  quality,  and  business  was  confined  to  the  best  teas.  Ar- 
rivals were  about  90,000  half  chests,  Ningchows  were  good,  and 
transactions  have  taken  place  with  prices  ranging  from  21  to  40 
taela.  Hankow  teas  were  indifferent,  and  business  done  for  North 
China  market  at  22  Hankow  taels.  Arrivals  were  approximately 
260,000  half  chests. 

Green  teas  liad  a  fair  reception;  low-gi-ade  Foong  Mees  and  Sow 
Mees  were  mostly  in  demand,  but  supplies  were  rather  short.  Un- 
colored  teas  experienced  a  strong  market  and  practically  all  arrivals 
have  been  sold,  Tael  prices  were  below  lost  season's,  but  c.  i,  f.  cost 
works  out  about  2  cents  over  last  yeai-.  The  market  for  Hoochows 
and  Pingsueys  is  not  yet  open,  buyers'  and  sellers'  prices  being  too 
far  apart ;  the  quality  of  the  teas  is  g»iod,  and  style,  except  l\'enchow, 
quite  satisfactory. 
FKlEht  Condltloni. 

Freight  space  to  the  United  Kingdom  continues  as  heretofore, 
British  Government  requirements  practically, monopolizing  nil  space 
Rvailable,  with  only  occasional  space  open  tor  merchants.  Freights 
to  the  United  States  via  the  Pacific  were  fairly  taken  up,  though  at 
times  ships  found  difficulty  in  getting  a  full  cargo,  due  cbieflv  to 
the  frequent  changes  made  by  our  tJovernment  in  the  list  of  re- 
stricted and  prohibited  articles.  Rates,  however,  stand  for  ^general 
targo  at  $60  per  40  cubic  feet,  or  2,000  pounds,  '  ■   " 


SUBSTITUTES  IK  THE  GEBHAN  TOT  INBVSXBT. 

If  substitutes  have  saved  the  situation  in  the  gi-etit  German  indus- 
tries, says  the  Board  of  Ti'ade  Journal  in  quoting  the  Nordde^itsche 
Allgemeine  Zeitung,  they  have  been  no  lese  potent  in  the  smaller 
industries.  "Without  substitutes  many  an  industry  would  have  been 
brought  to  a  standstill,  or  at  any  rate  would  have  had  to  curtail  its 
activities  enormously.  This  applies  to  provisions,  textiles,  pai>er, 
clothing,  and  footwear;  it  also  applies  to  toy  making,  which  is  cen- 
tered in  Nuremberg,  Furth,  Sonneberg,  the  Erzebirgo,  and  Wal- 
tershausen. 

The  shortage  of  countless  kinds  of  raw  and  subsidiary  materials 
is  so  great  that  the  manufacture  of  very  many  sorts  of  toys  and 
dolls  would  have  been  impossible  hut  for  substitutes.  For  many 
things,  indeed,  no  suitable  substitutes  have  yet  been  discovered,  as, 
for  instance,  for  fui-s,  leather,  and  plush,  quantities  of  which  are  re- 
quired for  toy  making.  Sheepskins,  goatskins,  calfskins,  and  hare- 
SKins  are  almost  out  of  the  que,sti(.n.  Nor  can  the  poor  qualifv  felts 
and  paper  materials  take  the  place  of  leather  and  plush;  while  for 
dolls'  clothing  no  substitutes  will  do.  The  public  reject  dolls'  dresses 
made  of  paper  or  paper  stuff,  alleging  that  paper  substances  are 
ugly  and  stiff  and  soon  wear  out.  But  for  other  kinds  of  toys  paper 
materials  have  been  found  most  useful. 
HohalT  Hanatactnred  In  Qenn any —Thread,  Tarntsh,  Glnes. 

One  of  the  most  important  subsidary  articles  for  making  dolls, 
says  the  journal  refeiTed  to,  is  mohair.  Mohair  was  manufactured 
in  Bradfoid,  and  England  had  practically  a  monopoly  of  this  com- 
modity, which  is  made  of  the  long  hair  of  the  Angora  goat  found  in 
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Asia  Minor.  The  war  will  change  all  this  in  favor  of  Germany, 
'■  and  wc  are  certain,"  the  writer  of  the  article  adds,  "  that  possibly 
even  during  the  war,  but  undoubtedly  after  the  war,  mohair  will  be 
mode  in  Germany.*'  Thc.deuiand  for  this  commodity  is  gi-eat;  Son- 
neber^  alone  worked  up  several  million  marks'  worth  annually.  In 
the  inenntinie.  however,  a  substitute  had  to  be  discovei-ed  for  mohair, 
and  it  wan  found  in  artificial  mohnir,  whieli,  like  artificial  silk, 
scarcely  differs  from  the  real  article.  But  it  suffers  from  the  disad- 
;a'antaj{e  of  being  too  expensive,  and  apart  from  that  hiis  been  placed 
under  embargo  for  Army  i-cquirenients.  There  was,  therefore,  no 
other  course  open  biit  to  use  human  hair.  Of  this,  however,  Uie  quan- 
tities are  not  large,  and  as  its  price  is  high  it  came  into  use  only  for 
the  A-ery  best  kinds  of  dolls. 

Sewing  thread  is  another  subsidiary  article  for  which  a  substitute 
had  to  be  found,  because  the  original  has  become  very  scarce  indeed. 
•It  has  been  replaced  to  a  limited  extent  by  paper  thread.  Varnish 
has  become  so  expensive  that  it  is  out  of  tne  question  for  the  toy 
industry,  which  has  to  ^aW  shift  with  all  sorts  of  substitute  var- 
nishes. The  result  is  that  thb  beauty  and  strength  of  the  toys  leave 
much'to  be  desired.  IVia  difficult  to  find  glue  substitutes,  and  there 
is  tlierefore  an  cnormiTrts  demand  for  bone  glue. 
Pasteboard  Replaces  Cork  and  Woofl, 

Pasteboard  has  takeitthe  pW©  of  cork,  as  in  popguns;  boxes  of 
wood  have  vanished  and  their,  place  has  been  taken  by  cardboard ; 
and  horses'  harness,  which  before  was  made  6f  leather  and  oilcloth,  is 
now  of  paper  stuff.  These  are  but  tc  few  of  the  substitutes  which  have 
enabled  the  toy-making  industry  to  carry  on. 

It  is  admitted,  however,  that  the  substitutes  seriously  affect  the 
qutdity  of  the  goods.  But  this  is  inevitable;  and  war-time  demand 
must  ,be  content  witti  what  it  can  obtain. 


JIAXnCTTM  MtlCES  FOR  HEMP  IN  ITALT. 

(CoDSul  OoDcral  David  F.  Wllbcr,  Qcnoa,  Aug.  2.] 

By  decree  of  July  20  Italy  established  maximum  prices  for  raw 
hemp  of  the  crop  of  1918  and  preceding  years,  dividing  the  hemp 
jnto  six  grades,  as  follows : 

■■'y  1.  Good— (or  the  (listrlcts  of  Bologna,  Bondeno,  Flaale.  and  Geuto,  690  lire 
per  (tQlntnl  of  220.46  pounds.  (At  normal  exttaaoge  the  lira  ia  worth  19.S 
ccnlB. ) 

2.  Good  medium— for  tlie  same  dlstrki.f  an  above,  5.%  lire. 

3.  Medium— for  all  localities,  560  lire. 

4.  Poof— for  all  locallUes,  C30  llrp. 

5.  Bad— for  all  localities,  440  lire. 
e.  Refuse  and  tow,  340  lire. 

These  prices  are  for  raw  hemp  in  the  storehouses  of  the  seller  and 
not  cut  by  mattock. 

Bound  Volume  of  "  Commerce  Reports  "  Desired. 
The  Tanners'  Council  desires  to  obtain  the  bound  volume  of  Com- 
MBRCH  Reports  for  the  October-December  quarter  of  1917.  Any  per- 
son desiring  to  dispose  of  this  volume  should  communicate  with  the 
Tanners'  Cktuncil,  1753  Khode  Island  Avenue.  XW.,  AVushington, 
D.C.  -,. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  GOVEEITHEKT   SITPFLIES  A3ID   CONSTBUCTION. 

iCorrpspoDilPiicc  sliaiild  bo  Olrpct  with  the  offlcci  nampd.  and  RpeclScatloDi  and  othpr 
irmatlon  can  usually  bo  obtained  at  tbe  |)olnli<  wberc  tbp,  Koods  are  to  be  delivered 
or  (be  nork  la  la  bo  p«rfartDViI.  In  cases  where  (be  Itme  limit  la  loo  abort  to  pfrmJt 
tlrme  to  BUbmlt  lemler;.  tbi'y  sbonid  ask  to  be  pland  on  tbe  malllnR  llsta  of  sucb  offices 
to  ropvlvc  notices  oalllntt  [or  future  supplies  ur  woik  ot  s,  similar  nature.] 

Clothing,  No.  53D8. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  ot  the 
QuarlermaRter  (JenernI,  10!i  Eiist  Sixteenth  SIreet,  New  York,  N.  T.,  uutll 
Seiiteuiber  2ri,  1018,  for  iuiiiiufai:turliig  ovei'cciuts,  wool  service  coats,  and 
wool  IroQsera. 

T\'hile  lead.  No,  5390. — Si-aleil  propoMUls  will  be  received  at  the  office  ot  the 
R«  perl  n  ten  (lent  of  Prisons,  I)epnr(ment  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C,  un- 
til September  ^7,  191S,  for  furnlshint;  tind  delivering  at  the  tienlteutlar}-, 
Leavenworth,  Kaus.,  white  lead,  linseed  oil,  turpentine,  and  drier. 

Riprap,  No.  r)400. — Rented  pro|)OSfl]s  will  Iw  received  at  the  office  of  Ihe  MIb- 
slKslppl  Kiver  CommlHslon,  flntt  and  second  diKtricts.  Customhouse,  Meni- 
phlB,  Tenn.,  until  October  7,  1918,  for  furuislilug  and  loadiug  about  12,000 
cubic  yanls  ot  riprap  Hlone  ou  Uuvernmeiit  btirgeM. 

Repair  of  pier.  No.  5401'— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  Bureau  of 
Yarda  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  WaahluKion,  D.  C,  until  September 
16,  1918,  for  repairlnfi  the  eKlstlue  wulla  ot  Iler  No.  1,  at  tbe  navy  yard, 
Boatop,  Mass.,  comprising  removal  ot  old  concivte,  laying!;  Kraniie.  placing 
ot  reinforcing  fabric,  and  the  placing  of  mortar  by  the  cement  gun  procesB, 
Kcfer  to  specitlcatlona  No.  3291. 


CONCBETE-PIPE  FACTORY  IH  fiKtHISTON. 

[Tlic  South  African  Journal  ot  Industrlea,  Pretoria,  July.] 
A  factory  for  the  manufiicture  of  Hume  concrete  pipes  lias  beea 
established  at  Gerniiston,  Union  of  South  Africa.  The  company  has 
acquired  16  acres  of  land,  and  is  erecting  substantial  buildings  and 
construetinff  a  private  railway  siding.  Pipes  of  4-inch  diameter  and 
upward  will  be  made,  as  well  as  open  gutterings,  tiles,  tanks,  and  siloe. 
It  is  understood  that  the  conipan.y  lias  already  received  an  order 
amounting  to  £47,000  from  the  Band  Water  Board. 


SAUFLES  OF  PAFEB  FABRICS  AKD  TABN. 

Consul  General  JIarion  Letcher  has  forwarded  from  Christiania, 
Norway,  nn  interesting  set  of  samples  of  paper  fabrics,  twine,  and 
driving  belts.  Certain  of  the  samples  are  of  German  make,  the  re»-- 
inainder  of  Norwegian  production.  They  may  be  examined  by  inter- 
ested American  firms  at  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign, 
and  Domestic  Commerce  in  New  York,  Boston,  Chicago,  St,  Louis, 
San  Francisco,  and  Seattle,  upon  referring  to  file  No.  104143. 
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-    CEAKGES  IN  EXFOBT  CONSERVATION  UST. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announce  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  E.  216) 
the  addition  of  the  following  commodities  to  the  Export  Conserva- 
tion List,  effective  September  11, 1918: 

Alunilniun.  metallic,  and  all  ortii'lps  <\)DtntDtn9  10  per  cont  or  more  (In 
weight)  of  metaUlc  aluminum,  X- 2.  <  Individ  Hal  licenses  not  required  to 
Onnaila  and  Newfoundland.) 

Alloys,  as  follows:  Dental,  X-J;  titanium,  X-2;  oranium,  X-2. 

Anlnfal  lialr,  as  follows:  MiiuunictnieH  of,  and  mw. 

Bleliloride  of  tin,  X-4. 

Cameras,  moTlng-plcture. 

Cameras,  photographic,  oChPr  Ihan  mov Inn-picture  cameraH,  (Individual  It" 
censes  not  required  If  accompany ing  a  passenger  as  personal  baggage.) 

Cartridges  and  shells,  loaded  and  uulundi-d,  and  reloading  and  (.'ieaulne  toola 
for  same.  X-2. 

Cryslals.  tin,  X-4. 

Dogras. 

Dental  allo.vs,  X-*. 

VXax  and  ail  artleles  contninlng  flnx,  X-2. 

Hair,  animal,  as  foliowa:  Manufactures  of,  aod  raw. 

Kapok. 

l^ead,  as  follows:  Pig,  X-2;  pipe,  X-2;  sheet,  X-2. 

Lenses,  optical,  mounted  or  unmounttHl.  Including  lenses  forming  part  of  ap- 
paratus but  not  Including  spectacle,  eyeglass,  or  reading-glass  lenses.  (Note  ex- 
ception under  Cameras.) 

Instruments,  as  foUowa:  Containing  len'U's.    (Note  exception  under  Cameras.) 

Metallic  aluminum  and  all  ai'tldos  containing  10  per  cent  or  more  (in  weight) 
of  uetollic  aluminum,  X-2.  (Individual  licenses  not  roquli-ed  to  Canada  and 
Newfoundland.) 

Moelton  degriis. 

Movlug- picture  cameras. 

Optical  lenses,  mounted  or  unmounteil.  Including  lenses  forming  part  of  ap> 
paratus  but  not  Including  spectacle,  eyeglass,  or  reading-glass  lenses.  (Note 
exception  under  Cameras.) 

Ore,  as  follows:  Itadium,  X-2;  uranium,  X-2;  titanium,  X-2. 

Oxide  of  tin,  X-4. 

Pearls. 

Photographic  cameras,  other  than  ninvlng-plcture  cameras.  (Individual  !!• 
censes  not  required  If  accompanying  a  p.tsseugcr  as  personal  baggage.) 

Pig  lead.  X-2. 

Pipe  lead,  X-2. 

Badlnm,  as  follows:  Luminous  compounds,  X-2;  ores,  X-2;  salts,  X-2, 
78K8*— 18 
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SnttP,  ns  foUowKT  IlnilTiim.  X-2;  tin,  X-2;  iirniiliim.  X-2. 

Sheet  lead,  X-2. 

Tin,  as  follows :  BIclilorl'le  of,  X-4 ;  CTystal!",  X-i :  oxldi-  of,  X-t ;  sails,  X-4 ; 
sundry  nrtlelcs,  all,  oitlier  made  o(  tin  plate  or  eoatcii  or  i1inp«<I  In  tin,  X-4. 

Titanium  nnii  its  compounds,  X-2, 

UranluDi,  ns  follows:  Alloyt^,  X-2;  iuvs,  X-2;  suits.  X-2. 

Tlio  removals  from  tlie  Export  Conservation  Lifrt.  as  shown  below, 
liavc  been  adopted,  nlso  ofFoctive  Scptembpr  11,  1918: 

Aluminum  and  all  iirtlclos  oftulaining  10  per  cent  tu'  moro  (in  wpiglit)  of 
ntumlnum,  X-2.  (Indhiiluii!  llwnses  not  roqulred  lo  Cnnailii  iind  Xewfoiiud- 
land.) 

Canienis.  pliotojB-apliic  (valued  at  over  t3-l  fuili).* 

Cartridge.'*,  X-2. 

Fin:;,  Olid  all  artldex  (.iiutiiiniu!;  l\:i\  wliicli  ate  uiuuuraeLni'ed  In  llie  Uuiled 
SNitos.  X-2. 

Ix-ti-^es,  optical  (excejit  Jipoctaclf,  e.vettlass.  und  reading-tjInsM  Iciims). 
^Iptlcnl  lenses  (except  Kpcclncle,  cj-ckIbsh,  and  rpadlng-glii^s  lenses). 

riuddgraphic  cameras  (valued  at  over  ?25  each), 

Itadinm,  its  salts,  nnil  mdiinn  luminous  compounds'.  X-2. 

Titanium,  X-2. 

Uranium.  X-2.  'i' 


FOOD  CBOF  PBOSPECTS  IIT  NEW  BS1TNSWICE. 

[Consul  E.  Vernu  nitliuttlBoti,  MoDctoD,  Ntw  Brunswldi.  CunadM,  Srpi'.  4.] 

Altliougli  the  liurvo^ting  season  in  New  Brunswick  is  Uiis  year 

later  than  usual,  o^ving  to  adverse  nentJicr  conditions  during  the 

spring  and  eai'ly  summer,  it  is  now  possible  to  give  fairly  nccormte 

estimates  of  the  grain  and  potiitci  cr<ip«, 

Ueports  from  the  chief  producing  districts  of  the  Proviticc  are  to 
Iho  effect  that  the  potato  vicld  will  bo  generally  satisfactory  both  as 
regards  quantity  and  quality,  A  montli  must  yet  elapse  I>efore  tlie 
real  potato  harrcst  will  bo  begun,  and  the  stock  as  a  whole  will  not 
be  matured  until  that  time.  Up  to  date  there  have  been  but  few 
fields  fonnd  to  be  sufferlnf*:  from  bliglit,  and  no  gonpial  daniftge  from 
tl)!.g  cause  is  anticipated. 
Large  Wheat  Harvest  Expected, 

After  a  trip  through  a  hu'gc  section  of  the  grain-growing  area  of 
(ho  Pi'ovince  the  minister  for  agriculture  has  returned  and  given 
publicity  fo  his  opinion  us  to  the  wheat  harvest.  He  savs  that  from 
liis  own  obserration  of  conditions  be  can  only  believe  tliat  both  thu 
acreage,  and  probable  ,>ield  in  New  Brunswick  in  1918  had  been 
underestimated.  IVhwit  fields  are  of  fine  appearance;  tlie  quality  of 
the  grain  is  of  the  highest;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  Province 
will  more  than  meet  its  requirements  in  the  matter  of  wheat  flour, 
and  probably  will  be  able  to  export  a  fair  quantity.  In  addition  to 
the  flour  that  will  bo  obtained,  the  minister  calls  attention  to  the 
valuable  by-proditcis  of  the  milling,  which  will  be  of  great  use  in 
the  feeding  of  live  stock. 

SODA  MAHUFACTTiaiNG  PLANT  IN  TIENTSIN. 

ICiimmTCla!  .Ml^'.cliiJ  \.  W.  Ffn-ln,  IVkins,  July  20.] 

Itis  reported  (hat  leading  Chinese  merchants  in  Tientsin  are  form- 
ing a  company  for  the  manufacture  of  soda,  the  natural  salts  of  which 
are  very  abundant  in  the  Province  (Cliihii).  It  is  calculated  that  at 
the  present  higli  price  of  imported  soda  the  prriposed  factory,  the  cOst 
of  which  is  estimated  at  $300,000,  can  show  a  profit  of  $650,000  a 
ijrear,  or  over  twice  the  cost  of  the  plant. 
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AMESDMZlfTS  TO  BEITISH  COMPAMIES  ACTS. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  British  Board  of  Trade  on  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1918,  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  amendments  to  the 
Companies  Acts,  1908-1917,  with  particular  regard  to  the  circum- 
stances arising  out  of  the  war  and  to  after-the-war  developments,  has 
recently  submitted  its  report  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  the  Minister  of  Reconstruction,  The  character  of  the  amend- 
ments that  may  be  required,  it  is  pointed  out  by  the  committee,  would 
depend  primarily  upon  the  policy  that  may  be  adopted  by  the  British 
Government  after  the  war  in  regard  to  the  participation  of  aliens, 
at  present  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  economic  life  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  assumed  by  the  committee  that  theie  ia  no  desire  to  adopt 
any  measures  against  aliens  in  general  or  to  bar  all  foreign  capital, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  not  only  is  foreign  capital  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  London  as  the  financial  center  of  the  world  but  that 
such  capital  as  may  bo  available  for  investment  after  the  war  will, 
in  all  probability,  come  from  countries  other  than  the  central  Em-> 
pires. 
SltelMVt'*  of  IlBtlonalit7  of  Capital. 

From  such  legislation  as  the  Registration  of  Business  Names  Act, 
1916,  the  Companies  (Foreign  Interests)  Act,  1917,  and  the  Com- 
panies (Particulars  as  to  Directors)  Act,  1917,  it  is  inferred  by  the 
committee  that  there  is  a  desire  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  alien  par- 
ticipation in  the  commerce  and  industry  of  the  country.  Some  of 
the  witnesses  appearing  before  the  committee  have  also  expressed 
themselves  in  favor  of  diselosui-e  of  nationality  by  all  shareholders  in. 
British  companies  and,  in  some  cases,  of  limitation  of  the  jjroportions 
which  aliens  may  hold  of  the  .share  capita)  of  a  company.  On  the 
other  hajid,  some  of  the  n'itnesses  have  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  such  restrictions  might  interfere  with  the  influx  of  foreign  capi- 
tal into  the  country.  If  any  restrictions  are  to  be  placed  on  the  in- 
vestment of  capital  from  ceitain  alien  sources,  such  control,  it  is . 
asserted,  would  have  to  be  exercised  through  the  supervision  of  com- 
panies. The  committee  goes  on  to  point  out  the  dimcultics  involved . 
in  securing  disclosure  of  nationality  of  shareholders  and  guarding 
against  alien  control  in  the  directorate.  This  is  due  largely  to  the 
fact  that  shares  may  be  held  in  trust  and  that  it  would  be  practically 
impossible  to  require  sufficiently  frequent  declarations  to  take  care  of 
new  transfers  of  stock.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  only 
effectual  way  of  meeting  the  problem  would  be  to  provide  that  the 
stock  might  be  forfeited  if  it  slioidd  be  transferred  to  an  alien.  The 
committee  believes,  however,  that  such  a  provision  is  neither  prac- ! 
tical  nor  desirable.  As  to  the  nationality  of  the  board  of  directors, 
while  it  would  be  easy  to  insure  that  it  should  consist  entii-ely  or  i 
largely  of  British  subjects,  there  would  be  no  means  of  guarding , 
against  its  control  by  influential  alien  shareholders. 

Having  pointed  out  the  difficulty  involved  in  the  question  of  the  i 
control  of  nationality  of  capital  invested  in  Great  Britain,  the  com- 
mittee takes  up  the  question  of  policy  and  the  desirability  of  adopting  : 
legislation  against  the  employment  of  foreign  capital  except  under  ' 
conditions  guaranteeing  British  control  and  of  restricting  such  leg-  j 
islation  to  certain  aliens  only. 

Goot^lc 
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Classiflcatloii  of  Campanles. 

As  a  basis  for  its  rccomDiendations  along  these  lines  the  committee 
suggests  that  a  distinction  dioiild  be  made  between  different  classes 
of  companies  and  offers  the  division  of  companies  into  three  classes, 
as  follows:  Class  A,  companies  not  included  under  classes  B  and  Cj 
class  B,  companies  owning  British  shipping:  and  class  C,  companies 
en^ged  in  "  key  "  industries. 

In  the  case  of  companies  falling  under  class  A,  it  is  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee  that  no  restrictions  whatever  be  adopted. 
In  making  this  recommendation  the  committee  is  actnated  by  the 
anticipation  that  the  foreign  capital  will  come  largely  from  coun- 
tries against  which  no  discriminatory  restrictions  are  desired.  TTie 
committee  is  opposed  to  any  distinction  between  aliens  according  t» 
nationality,  pointing  out  that  any  such  distinction  would  involve 
disclosure  of  alien  ownership,  which  would  not  only  require  very 
complicat«d  machinery  of  control  in  order  to  be  effecfive,  but  might 
also  have  a  deterring  effect  on  investments  in  British  securities. 
Should  it  be  decided  to  discfiminntc  against  aliens  of  certain  nation- 
alities, such  measures  should  be  limited  to  a  period  of  a  few  yeats 
after  the  conclusion  of  peace.  In  order  to  provide  for  a  ooaijngaxj 
which  may  msike  it  ad\dsablc  to  adopt  legislation  for  disclosure  of 
nationality  of  shareholders  in  British  companies,  the  committee  has 
worked  out  a  scheme  providing  for  detailed  reports  regarding  the 
ownership  of  shares,  upon  allotment  and  transfer,  nationality  of 
board  of  diiectors,  and  penalties  for  failure  to  make  the  required 
reports. 

It  is  admitted  by  the  committee  that  the  proposed  scheme,  while 
very  detailed  and  laborious,  will  still  fail  to  guard  against  control 
or  influence  by  holders  of  debentures,  as  the  existence  of  bearer  de- 
bentures would  make  it  impossible  to  apply  the  dieelogure  provisions 
to  such  securities,  and  the  committee  does  not  feel  justified  in  recom- 
mending the  discontinuance  of  bearer  debentures.  The  committee 
expresses  its  opposition  to  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  com- 
mission to  act  as  a  tribunal  in  the  case  of  an  inquiry  as  to  whether 
any  corporation,  by  reason  of  the  nationality  or  the  incorporutors 
or  the  persons  interested  in  it,  is  for  economic  or  political  reasons 
injurious  to  the  national  interests  of  the  British  Empire  or  any  of 
its  constituent  parts.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  any 
benefit  that  may  ultimately  be  derived  from  such  a  tribunal  wonla 
be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  disadvantages  that  would 
result  from  its  existence,  as  all  foreign  investora  of  capital  in  British 
industries  woidd  be  compelled  to  consider  the  future  contingency 
of  their  enterprise  being  regarded  as  injurious  to  the  national  inter- 
ests of  the  Britisli  Empire,  and  might  prefer  to  abandon  their  proj- 
ects. The  committee  believes  that  the  contingencies,  such  as  those 
contemplated  by  the  advocates  of  the  special  commission,  could  best 
be  met  hy  special  legislation. 

In  r^ard  to  companies  coming  under  class  B~companies  owning 
British  shipping— the  committee  suggests  certain  amendments  to  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  so  as  to  exclude  a  shipping  conw- 
ration  \vh«.<?e  stock  is  owned  largely  by  aliens.  Tlie  committee  does 
not  believe  that  the  total  exclusion  of  aliens  from  ownership  "of 
Britiph  ships  is  essential  to  national  safety,  and  it  suggests  that  it 
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■would  only  be  necessary  to  insure  that  not  more  than  20  per  cent 
of  the  power  of  control  should  be  in  alien  hands.  If  this  limit  is  to 
be  adopted,  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  for  disclosiire  of  nation- 
ality and  apainst  the  allotment  or  transfer  of  shares  above  the  pre- 
scribed limit.  Bearer  shares  must  consequently  be  forbidden.  The 
committee  recommends  an  exemption  from  the  above  provision  in 
the  case  of  shipowning  corporations  where  the  shipping  is  only  a 
subsidiary  part  of  the  undertalring. 

For  companies  falling  under  class  C — those  canying  on  "key" 
industries — the  committee  recommends  special  supervision  by  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  committee  does  not  attempt  to  give  a  definition 
of  a  "  key  "  industry,  but  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  possible 
to  define  by  statute  in  general  terms  the  characteristics  of  such  an 
industry  and  leave  its  application  in  each  particular  case  to  a  body 
like  the  Board  of  Trade.  It  is  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  be  authorized  to  inquire  at  any  time  whether 
a  company  in  class  A  is  cari-ying  on  a  "  key  "  industry,  and  if  such 
is  the  case  the  company  should  be  transferred  to  classC  and  become 
subject  to  certain  provisions  calculated  to  disclose  the  ownership  of 
the  stock.  The  20  per  cent  limit  for  alien  stock  ownei-ship,  recom- 
mended in  tile  case  of  shippins:  companies,  should  also  apply  to 
companies  coming  within  class  C 
Miscellaneous  Becomroendatlonf. 

The  report  also  considers  other  topics  beariug  on  the  question  of 
alien  investments,  such  as  incorporation  by  aliens,  naming  of  com- 
panies, and  bearer  shares.  No  restrictions  are  recommended  against 
incorporation  by  aliens  of  companies  in  Great  Britain.  The  com- 
mittee recommends  tliat  measures  be  taken  to  prevent  tlic  use  of  a 
company  name  suggesting  British  nationality  in  cases  where  it  is 
not  warranted  by  tlie  ownership  of  stock.  In  regard  to  bearer  shares, 
the  committee  has  expressed  itself  in  favor  of  their  maintenance, 
unless  the  measures  providing  for  disclosure  of  ownership  are 
adopted,  in  which  case  tliey  would  have  to  be  abolished.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  system  of  hearer  shares  facilitates 
the  sale  of  British  shares  in  foreign  countries  through  the  brandies 
of  Britisli  banks  or  their  con-cspondents ;  and,  as  they  are  usually 
taken  up  by  small  investors,  their  control  practically  remains  in  the 
hands  of  the  British  bunks. 

[Copies  of  the  report  are  on  file  In  t^e  Barcan  of  Forel^  and  Domestic 
Coimwerce,  wliere  tliey  may  l>e  cmisiiltctl  by  tliose  iiileresled.  A  ri-view  of  tlio 
coiuuiltlee'H  finUliiEs  t.t  given  In  the  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for 
Aug.  15  and  22,  1918.]  

Italy  Hegnlatea  Cotton  Hannfactnring. 

For  the  duration  of  the  war  and  until  six  months  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  peace,  reports  Consul  General  David  F.  Wilber,  of  Genoa, 
firms  in  Italy  possessing  machinery  suitable  for  the  production  of 
yams  and  manufactures  of  cotton  necessary  to  the  military  adminis- 
tration must,  under  a  recent  lieutenant's  decree,  set  aside  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  their  equipment  for  the  exclusive  production  of  goods  de- 
sired by  the  military  authorities. 
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DiAuoHD-ctrTTnra  insubtiit  or  sottth  atrica. 

[BrIUsh  (GoTerament)  Board  of  Iti.ie  Joucul,  Aug.  IS.] 

The  question  of  diamoud  cutting  in  the  Dnlon  of  SouUi  Africft 
has  come  before  the  Industries  Advisory  Board  aa  the  result  of  appli- 
cations by  persons  interested  in  this  industry  who  desired  facilitiee 
for  obtaining  a  regular  supply  of  rough  stones. 

Tlie  applicant  in  ono  case  asked  to  Be  allowed  to  purchase,  at  cup- 
rent  market  prices,  12,000  carats  of  stones  for  the  first  year,  doobting 
that  amount  in  each  succeeding  year  up  to  10,000  carats  a  month. 
It  was  further  suggested  by  the  apphcant  that  the  QoTemment 
should  supply  the  stones  and  take  60  per  cent  of  the  profits  on  the 
sale  of  the  cut  stones.  The  applicant  would  supply  the  pranises, 
plant,  and  labor.  A  master  cutter  was  said  to  be  already  in  the 
Union.  It  was  proposed  to  start  with  40  Dutch  and  Belgian  splifc- 
ters,  cutt«rs,  and  poliBhers,  to  be  obtained  from  Europe,  who  would 
turn  out  S&4  finished  ccirats  from  800  rough  carats  per  month.  This, 
it  was  pointed  out,  represented  approumately  the  South  African 
demand  for  polished  stones.  Additional  workers  would  bo  imported 
as  required  up  to  650,  and  each  worker  would  train  a  South  African 
apprentice. 
Fioposals  of  Two  Other  Applicants. 

In  1916  the  proprietor  of  a  small  factory  for  cutting  and  polishing 
diamonds  in  Johannesburg  applied  for  a  subsidy  of  )^,000  [roughly 
$15,000]  a  year  for  a  number  of  years,  in  return  for  which  he  was 
prepared  to  undertake  to  teach  10  children  yearly  the  different 
branches  of  diamond  cutting.  In  the  application  it  was  suggested 
that  some  portion  of  the  proceeds  from  the  export  tax  on  diamonds 
might  bo  applied  to  establishing  the  industry  on  tie  lines  suggested. 

The  Oovemment  was  urged  by  another  applicant  to  request  De 
Beers,  the  New  Jagersfontein,  and  thB  Premier  companies  to  stats 
definitely  whether  they  were  willing  to  accept,  as  a  cOntiiiuouB 
policy,  the  voluntary  obligation  of  sewng  rou^  diamonds  for  bona 
fide  local  cutting  at  the  I^ndon  parity  of  pnces,  permitting  cntteis 
to  buy  freely  the  kinds  they  required, 
VHBonltles  of  the  Zndnrtry. 

In  addition  to  these  specific  proposals,  the  papers  submitted  to  the 
board  contained  representations  of  a  more  or  less  academic  char- 
acter regarding  the  possibility  o£  establishing  in  the  Union  a  dia- 
mond-cutting mdustry  on  a  largo  scale.  The  board  assumed,  how- 
ever,  that  the  Government  desired  its  advice  chiefly  on  the  applies^ 
tions  received  rejiarding  the  supply  of  stones  rather  than  upon  the 
larger  question  of  the  establishmeat  of  the  industry  by  Government 
ngoncy,  which,  it  was  considered,  was  far  too  complicated  a  matter 
to  be  dealt  with  without  much  more  extended  research  and  inquiry 
than  the  board,  under  existing  circumstances,  could  possibly  give  it. 

A  digest  of  all  available  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the  establid^ 
ment  of  a  diamond-cutting  industry  in  the  Union  was  prepared  at 
the  request  of  the  board,  but  this  disclosed  a  remarkable  diversity  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  those  in  the  best  position  to  speak  on  the 
subject.  In  the  opinion  of  the  board  the  question  as  to  whetlier  it 
would  bo  possible  to  build  up  a  diamond-cutting  industry  in  8oul£ 
,\i]jc!i  can  only  be  determined  after  the  fullest  technical  inquifj^ 
Hio  question  bristles  with  difficulties,  and  many  of  those  persons 
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most  desirous  of  seeing  the  industry  estalilislied  in  the  Union  are 
convinced,  after  consideration  of  all  the  facts — gained,  in  .some  in- 
stances, by  personal  inquiry  in  the  chief  centers  of  the  industry — 
that  without  an  enormous  capital,  and  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Govewiment  to  support  the  industry  against  the  inevitable  oppo- 
sition of  established  interests,  it  would  be  impossible  to  divert  perma- 
nently this  trade  from  its  long-estnblished  channels. 

The  board,  it  should  be  stated,  was  not  entirely  unanimous  in 
thinking  the  occasion  inopportune  for  dealing  with  tlie  question, 
although  it  was  generally  agreed  that  there  were  other  industries  in 
the  country,  less  dependent  upon  the  fickle  dictates  of  fashion  and 
possessing  greater  possibilities  of  success,  which  deserved  the  more 
immediate  consideration  of  the  Government. 
Arransements  for  Snpply  of  Stones. 

On  the  other  liand,  the  board  was  agreed  that  if  Uiere  were  persons 
in  the  Union  desii-ous  of  making  a  start  in  tliis  business,  it  was  only 
right  that  the  Government  shonld  give  them  every  assistance  in  its 
power  to  secure  supplies  o£  rough  stones.  It  was  witli  satLsfaction, 
therefore,  tliat  the  ooard  learned,  at  a  later  stage  of  its  proceedings, 
that  local  cutters  had  been  placed  in  a  position  to  obtain  supplies. 
Under  an  agreement  entered  into  by  tlie  Government  for  the  sale 
to  the  diamond  syndicate  of  South-West  African  diamonds,  it  is 
especially  provided  that  if  any  diamonds  are  required  within  the 
Union  for  industrial  purposes,  such  as  the  encouragement  of  the 
cutting  Industry,  the  (Tovemment  shall  be  entitled  to  call  upon  the 
^ndicute  to  sell  diamonds  to  an  extent  not  exceeding  5  per  cent  of 
the  monthly  production  of  Soiith-West  African  diamonds  at  the 
market  price  prevailing  in  London,  less  freight,  insurance,  and 
charges  Cioth  ways. 

The  board  was  also  assured  that,  so  long  as  the  Government  had 
control  of  the  sale  of  the  diamonds  from  the  Protectorate,  it  would 
insist  on  retaining  the  riglit  to  call  upon  the  purchaser  of  the  output 
not  to  close  the  supply  of  the  raw  product  against  the  cutting  in- 
dustry within  the  Union. 

The  board  was  further  informed  that  the  tei-ms  of  the  agreement 
referred  to  had  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  those  who  had  already 
applied  to  tiie  Govomnient,  and  had  been  made  public  through  the 


CONSTBUCTION  OF  WOODEN  VESSELS  IN  BSITISH  COLUMBIA. 

ICoDBiil  R.  B.  Moxlier,  VKIoHb,  Itrllish  ColumbiD,  Caoada,  Aag-  S1.1 

Tlie  Foundation  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Victoria,  has  given  publication  to 
the  statement  that  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  20  fuU-poweiod 
wooden  steamers  has  been  awarded  them  by  a  foreign  government. 

The  company  will  operate  a  10-way  yard  m  Victoria  and  expect  to 
lay  the  first  keel  within  a  few  days,  employing  about  1,000  men  at 
once.  Wlien  all  the  ways  are  in  operation  about  4,000  men  will  be 
employed,  at  an  estimated  weekly  average  pay  roll  of  $175,000. 

About  15  wooden,  auxiliary- powered  vessels  have  been  constructed 
in  Victoria  since  the  outbreak  of  war.  of  about  2,700  tons  dead-weight 
capacity  eacli.  The  new  contract  calls  for  vessels  of  3,000  tons  dead- 
weight capacity  each.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to  purchase 
as  much  of  the  supplies  in  the  local  market  as  possible. 

I   Goo»^lc 
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niFO&TANI  SWEDISH  TEIEFHOVE  MEBOEB. 

[Consul  General  Albert  nalsWad,  Stockholm,  Jnlj  31.1 

The  Affarsvarlden,  k  Swcdisli  trade  journal,  for  July  10,  1918) 
reports  the  consolidation  of  the  Aktiebolaget  L.  M.  Erics30D  &  Ca 
and  StockholmB  Allmannft  Telephone  Co.,  stating: 

The  t^vo  Swedish  telephone  companies  have  been  combined  in  order 
to  meet  expected  competiUou  and  po^ble  business  extensions  titer 
the  war.  The  Aktiebolaget  L.  M.  Ericsson  &  Co.  mainly  manolae- 
tures  telephone  instruments  and  materials,  while  the  Stockholms  All- 
manna  Telephone  Co.  installs  and  maintains  the  wires.  The  lattar 
company  alio  has  concessions  for  wires  in  other  countries. 

As  competition  sometimes  arose  between  theae  two  companies,  ■ 
nuH'  company,  Tclefonbyggiiads  Aktiebolaget  (Telephone  Install- 
ments Co.,  Ltd.),  was  organized  to  take  over  both  companies'  inter- 
ests in  Eussia.  This  company  has  installed  a  large  number  of  tele- 
phone wires  in  Rusaa.  The  Russian  Government  nos  taken  over  Uie 
wires  in  Russia  without  as  yet  granting  compensation,  the  question 
still  being  under  consideration.  The  telephone  wires  in  Warsaif 
were  in  August,  1915,  seized  by  the  Germans,  but  the  company  ex- 
pects to  have  them  restored  in  good  condition  in  the  fnturc.  TTie 
temporary  Government  of  Poland  ha.s  requested  that  the  telephones 
may  be  used  for  traffic  again. 

Stockholm's  AlUiittiinii  TelepLouc  A.  1).  receuUy  sold  lU  nUres  with  eeitaie 
properties  to  the  Government,  but  its  factory  wUl  continue  to  manufacdire 
materinls  (or  the  Govennnent  for  tfio  neit  five  years.  It  hoe  also  recently  e»t«fc- 
llsh«d  a  factory  for  mauufaeture  of  eables. 

Aktiebolaget  L.  M.  Ericsson  &  Ck>.  employs  about  1,600  men  in  BtDdclialm, 
8,000  In  England,  America,  and  Austria-Hungary,  and  noder  normal  condltiuffi 
3,000  In  Russia.  Besides  telephone  materials.  It  makes  electric  meters,  mngneUc 
spark  plugs,  etc.  Its  branch  in  Itussia  used  to  be  n  great  enterprise,  OMt 
country  nbsorbtng  the  plant's  entire  output.  Its  main  competitors  In  Rus^  are 
the  Oernians. 
Other  Branehet  of  EricsBon  Co.— WorM  Xaiket. 

The  larRo^t  bmnch  of  ihc  Ericsson  Co.  is  In  Euglaud.  where  it  cmploya  1.0W 
persons,  ivilli  a  market  in  Englnnd  and  Its  coloniet*.  Hon'erer.  its  export  trade 
Is  almost  clused  on  account  of  England's  consamins  all  its  output.  lU  comiiet!- 
tors  In  England  are  the  Western  Electric  Co.,  some  Eselisli  firms,  and  tlie 
Siemens  Rros.  firm,  wlilch  before  tlio  war  was  Oerniuu. 

Ericsson  Cu.'s  branches  in  Vienna  and  Budapest  manufacture  uiostly  -tde- 
phone  Instruments.  The  production  has  Increased  and  Is  still  growing.  Sad- 
ness in  Budapest  is  belter  than  In  VIemin.  Employees  in  ^'ionna  number  MO 
and  la  Budape&t  400.  The  market  Is  only  domestic.  There  was  competition 
with  several  Austrian  firms  and  wllh  the  Weiileru  Electric  Co.  before  the  war. 

Its  bi-ancli  In  Franco  is  of  recent  origin  and  is  much  hampered  on  account  of 
the  shorlagc  of  labor.  At  present  it  employs  200  persons  and  has  to  meet  com- 
petition troiu  both  French  firms  nnO  the  Western  Electric  Co.  of  America. 

The  Western  Electric  Co.  is  the  Ericsson's  largest  competitor  in  the  world 
market  and  the  only  one  to  be  seriously  considered.  Kext  to  the  American  cobi- 
petition  cojnefi  the  German,  whicii,  however,  has  been  of  any  importance  only  in 
Russia. 

The  United  States  has  liail  its  most  important  business  iu  Canada,  Brazil, 
Cuba,  and  partly  China;  Germany  lias  had  Russia.  The  Swedish  teiqriiooe 
industry  has  had  a  more  ev-en  apportlontoeot.  Outside  of  the  United  StaM 
Canada.  Cuba.  Japan,  and  Germany  it  has  been  successfnl  everywhere.  For 
example:  In  ,Souih  Africa  it  bns  niniast  the  monopoly;  In  Australia,  fair  laiit- 
ket;  In  South  Ainerica,  markets  in  all  the  republics;  in  Uexico  It  has  con- 
cessions on  wires  In  the  capital  and  competes  snccesstnlly  with  the  Americaw; 
In  Holland's  coliwies  In  India  the  market  Is  almost  exctosivety  f 
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Chlaa  soma  of  tbe  market  Is  Swcdl^;  In  BridjBh, -colonies  In  India  it  has  a 
latelf  developed  market;  In  Egypt,  a  considerable  market;  la  Spain  it  oITers  a 
SOCceBatnl  competition  wltli  tbe  Germuia;  In  France  It  posBeaeee  o  coDslderat>l6 
market;  holds  markets  In  tbe  Balkan  States,  Swltzerlimd,  Holland,  Delsium, 
Denmark,  eta;  Germany  lins  offered  no  morkct,  liowever.  for  the  Swcilish  !cle- 
tlione  industry. 

The  tel^hone  industry  has  a  big  &eld  to  be  invaded.  Should  the  Diin)t>er 
ot  tei^diones  used  In  England,  France,  and  Germany  Increase  to  tbe  sauic  num- 
bei-  per  100  inliabUunta  na  In  Sweden ;  In  Austrla-Hungaij,  Russia,  Simin,  and 
Italy  hj  half  that  number;  and  in  sncta  countries  as  Argentina,  GrazUt  Clille, 
and  Japan  by  one-foiirlb,  the  total  nomber  of  telephones  newled  wonld  l>e  nbont 

aooo.ooo. 


MPAKESE  NEW  EXCHEQITER  BONDS. 

(I^iti'ict  fi'uia  JapaaVHc  Clironlclo  o[  Aue-  4,  trsDamlttrd  bj  Consul   UcniTnl   Clcoi'KC   Q. 
SFldmorp.  XMrobama.) 

As  expected,  the  Govcriiiuciit  has  decided  to  issue  extraordinary 
exchequer  bonds  foi-  100,000,000  yen  ($49,850,000),  chiefly  as  a 
means  of.  obtaining  the  funds  necessary  for  flnancing  the  export 
trade.  Particulars  of  the  new  isswe  api>eared  in  the  Official  Oftzett« 
of  yesterday.  The  dnte  of  issue  is  August  20,  with  redemption  in 
tbi-ec  years.  The  issue  price  is  $96.76  yen  ($47.23),  and  the  bonds 
will  beir  interest  at  5  per  cent  per  atinum.  Bonds  will  be  issued  in 
denominations  of  25, 60, 100, 500, 1,000,  5,000,  and  10,000  yen  ($12.46, 
$24.98,  $49.85,  $249.25,  $498.50  $2,492.50,  and  ^,985.  With  regard 
to  the  new  issup  the  Finance  Department  has  issued  the  following 
explanatory  statement: 

Wlint  with  the  excess  of  eiiiorls  over  Imports  aud  receipts  from  sale  and 
cliarter  of  ateamers,  exchange  has  t>een  one-sided,  the  drafts  bonght  and 
poseeesed  by  tlie  exclmnge  banlcs  amoantlng  to  no  less  than  500,D00,<Kn  yen 
'  (1249,250,000  >.  The  result  is  a  steady  advance  In  export  exchange  with  an 
adv^^ee  effect  ou  the  export  trade.  In  the  second  half  of  this  year  It  is 
estimated  that  there  will  be  a  furtber  iucreiise  of  300.000,000  or  400.000,000  yen 
($140,550,000  to  5100,400,000)  In  receipts  from  abroad.  So  far'the  Bank  of 
Japan  has  made  an  extra  Issne  ot  about  200,000,000  yen  (90.700,000)  of  note* 
in  order  to  provide  exchange  banlis  wlih  tlm  neeesiuity  working  funds;  bat 
this  raeasitre  is  not  well-adviECd.  as  the  Inevitable  rcsnlt  is  nn  inflation  of 
currency.  On  Ihe  other  band  the  Government  has  iMnght  ns  much  specie  as  is 
consistent  vlth  its  financial  policy  in  order  to  promote  the  release  of  exchange 
funds,  but  tiie  Oovenuncut'H  resources  arc  limited  and  not  siilllcieut  to  regulate 
the  condition  of  international  accounts.  The  Goverumcnt  has  accordingly 
decided  to  apply  (he  re!?nlntions  controlling  the  Issnc  of  extraordinary  ex- 
chequer bmids.  and  has  arranged  to  lame  bonds  for  100,000,000  yen  ($49,850,000). 
Tlie  object  ot  the  new  issne  la  to  prevent  Infialion  of  currency  and  to  promote 
export  trade  by  providing;  e^ccllange  banks  with  working  fiuidu  absorbed  from 
the  open  money  market.  It  need  liiirdly  l>o  added  that  the  money  thus  with- 
drawn will  soon  return  to  the  markft  thronph  cxporicrs.  who  will  rercivc  fte 
money  in  payment  for  Ihelr  export  drafts. 
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SEVEIOFHENT  OF  VEGETABLE-SBTIlTa  IN  GEBUANT. 

The  Deutsche  Tageszeitung  of  February  20,  1918,  reported  in  brief 
an  address  which  was  delivered  before  the  German  Agricultural  So- 
ciety shortly  before  that  date  by  Dr.  Eisener,  a  member  of  the  "  Cen- 
tral Office  for  the  Drying  Industry,"  a  sunruuary  of  which  follows: 

The  vegetable-drying  industry  m  Germany  has  developed  tremen- 
dousl^during  the  war;  in  fact,  it  has  developed  to  siicli  an  extent 
tjiat  it  may  be  tiiken  to  hsive  reache<.l  its  zenith.  Lack  of  vegetables 
will  prevent  further  expansion.  Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  number  of  factories  established  for  the  purpose  of  drying  vege- 
tables for  human  consumption  and  for  feeding  purposes  has  increased 
to  such  proportions  that  even  kitchen  refuse  is  being  experimented 
with  in  tiie  larger  cites.  Dr.  Eisener  pi-edicts  that  the  importance  of 
this  industry  will  greatly  diminish  after  the  war,  when  Germany  be-* 
comes  less  dependent  upon  its  own  production  of  vegetables  than 
now,  and  therefore  docs  not  need  to  be  so  sparing. 
Number  ot  Tegetable-Drylne  EstabUihinentt. 

According  to  a  recent  census,  Germany  now  possesses  over  700  fac- 
tories for  drying  specially  potatoes,  150  corn-drying  establishments, 
400  open  drying  plants  suitable  for  partly  desiccating  different  prod- 
ucts, 250  vegetable-desiccating  factories,  22  niilk-drying  establish- 
ments, and  400  plants  established  specially  for  the  drying  of  cab- 
bages. As  an  indication  of  the  increase  in  the  use  of  dried  vegetables, 
statistics  regarding  the  drying  of  potatoes  may  bo  cited  from  the 
"Eleventh  Supplementary  Memorandum  on  War  Economic  Meas- 
ures," which  was  laid  before  the  Reichstag  early  this  year.  This 
memorandum  gives  the  following  figures  regarding  potatoes  dried 
in  Germany  during  the  years  mentioned,  as  follows:  1913-14,  11,- 
500,000  hundredweight;  iOlij-lC,  17,500,000  hundredweight;  present 
capacity,  37,000,000  hundredweight.  The  same  niemoranaum  further 
states  that  about  200  of  Germany's  total  of  1,500  malt  kilns  ara 
equipped  for  vegetable  drying. 
A  Profitable  Industry  In  Holland.  ' 

Vegetable  drying  in  Holland  was  quite  unknown  before  the  war. 
During  the  past  three  years,  however,  numerous  factories  have 
sprung  up  in  all  parts  of  ihe  country,  and  vegetable  drying  is  to-day 
one  of  Holland's  most  profitable  industries.  The  profit  in  this  in- 
dustry is  largely  due  to  the  very  strong  market  in  Germany  for  Dutch 
dried  vegetables.  It  is  reported  that  the  vigor  of  this  market  results 
from  requirements  in  Germany  for  army  consumption.  The  Dutch 
industry  latterly  has  been  working  under  serious  difficulties  on  ac- 
count of  lack  of  fuel.  Formerly  kerosene  was  largely  used  in  these 
factories,  but  several  months  ago  the  stocks  of  kerosene  in  Holland 
became  so  small  that  the  Government  discontinued  permitting  its  use 
for  the  piiri>0Re  of  drying  vegetables.  German  coal  was  then  resorted 
to,  low-grade  Dutch  antliracite  being  unsuitable  and  unavailable  in 
sufficient  quantities.  But  supplies  of  German  coal  have  also  failed. 
At  the  present  time  most  of  the  factories  are  using  wood  almost) 
exclusively  as  fuel. 
Frnlt  and  Tecetabte  Situation  in  Germany  Daring  the  War. 

The  Norddeutschc-  Allgemeine  Zeitung  of  February  2  last  coni 
tained  a  lengthy  article  describing  the  fruit  and  vegetable  situation 
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during  the  war,  parts  of  which  may  be  quoted  as  follows:  As  a 
result  of  the  extreme  disorganization  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  trade 
during  the  winter  of  1915-lC,  and  the  consequent  shortage  in  many 
localities — particularly  in  some  of  the  larger  cities — of  various  Muds 
of  fruits  and  ve^tables,  the  Imperial  Office  for  Vegetables  and  Fruit 
was  established  m  May^  191G,  its  object  being  to  institute  a  rational 
system  of  maximum  prices,  and  at  the  same  time  to  devise  a  scheme 
for  equitable  distribution  of  the  limited  quantities  of  fruit  and  vege- 
tables. This  office  is  divided  into  a  commercial  division,  which  in 
turn  is  organized  into  a  limited  company,  and  an  administrative 
department  which  is  an  Imperial  governmental  office  operating  under 
the  immediate  supervision  of  tlie  Imperial  Office  for  Vegetables  and 
Fruit.  The  head  of  the  administrative  division  is  also  liead  of  the 
commercial  division,  and  it  is  expressly  understood  that  the  limited 
oompany  which  operates  as  the  commercial  division  must  conduct 
business  jiccording  to  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  adnunistrative 
division.  The  participants  in  uis  corporation  are  the  Empire,  the 
Federal  States,  some  of  the  larger  communal  unions,  and  the  "  Union 
of  German  Mercantile  Associations."  This  concern  is  run  on  a  no- 
profit  basis.  There  is  a  limit  of  6  per  cent  returns  on  the  capital 
inTeGted.    Othw  profits  go  to  the  Imperial  Treasury. 

Thd  above-described  organization  has  grown  during  the  past  two 
and  a  half  years  to  very  large  dimensions.  Branches  of  the  Im- 
perial Office  for  Vegetables  and  Fruit  have  been  established  in  all 
parts  of  QenUany,  and  purchasing  agencies  have  even  been  ^tab- 
lisbed  in  various  neutral  coimtries  in  order  to  undertake  the  pur- 
chase of  fresh  and  preserved  vegetables  on  a  large  scale  and  in  an 
economical  fashion.  In  the  Netherlands,  for  instance,  this  purchas- 
ing is  in  the  hands  of  a  so-called  Dutch  concern  called  the  Zentral 
Eink'aufsgesellschaft  which  was  established  in  the  last  months  of 
191C,  and  which,  from  that  time  to  the  present  has  had  a  monopoly 
on  the  purchasing  of  vegetables  and  fruit  for  shipment  to  Germany. 
It  appears  that  since  early  in  1917  the  operations  of  the  Imperial 
Office  for  Vegetables  and  Fruit  have  been  somewhat  revised — so  that 
one  of  its  main  fimctions  now  is  to  secure  each  season  a  certain  spect' 
iied  amount  of  dried  and  preserved  vegetables  and  fruit  of  each  sort 
for  the  use  of  the  army. 
Coatroi  of  the  Tegetable  and  Tegetalile-Drjdiiff  Indnitry  In  Cknaanr. 

By  order  of  January  23  last  (see  "Deutschcr  Reiclisanzeiger  "  of 
Jan.  29,  1918)  the  German  War  Food  Minister  placed  the  so-called 
German  Imperial  Office  for  Vegetables  and  Fruit  (Administrative 
Division)  in  supreme  charge  of  all  regulations  i-cgarding  the  worMng- 
up  of  v^etables  and  fnnt  for  commercial  purposes.  Among  other 
things  tms  regulotion  provided  that  the  so-called  war  company  for 
vegetable  conserves  and  the  war  company  for  dried  vegetables 
would  have  exclusive  authority  to  grant  permission  to  use  vegetables 
respeotiTely  for  conserving  and  drying  purposes.  According  to  this 
same  regulation,  manufacturers  of  these  products  should  be  required 
on  demand  of  the  above-mentioned  companies  or  on  demand  of  the 
Imperijil  Office  for  Vegetables  and  Fruit,  to  furnish  all  information 
TBgarding  their  pnrchases,  sales,  etc.  It  would  appear  as  if  the  way 
ma  fceing  prepared  for  a  stricter  control  of  the  preserving  and  dry- 
ing industry  whenever  such  a  step  might  become  necessary.        \\^ 


956  Commerce  bepobtS. 

One  of  tlie  chief  functions  of  the  Imperial  Office  for  Vegetahles  an3 
Fruit  has  been  tlie  keeping  of  records  of  activities  of  different  drying 
establishments.  As  a  result  of  these  records,  idle  or  partially  idle 
factories  have  been  supplied  with  vegetables  from  districts  where  the 
factories  were  being  overworked. 

Various  of  the  German  States  have  been  establishing  special  com- 
missions, etc.,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  and  promoting  the  drying 
of  vegetables. 
Vtts  of  Dried  TcKctablei. 

Along  with  its  work  of  promoting  the  economic  use  of  vegetables, 
the  German  Imperial  Office  for  Vegetables  and  Fruit  has  been  carry- 
ing on  an  active  campaign  to  popularize  the  use  of  dried  vegetables. 
Comprehensive  practical  cookm^  experiments  have  been  carried  on, 
and  on  the  basis  of  these  experiments  pamphlets  containing  recipes 
for  the  household  use  of  various  vegetables,  have  been  issued  in  large 
mnnbers  and  distributed  widely.  At  present  the  Imperial  Office  is 
said  to  be  conducting  careful  experiments  as  to  the  best  method  for 
drjing  vegetables  so  as  to  preserve  as  much  as  possible  the  original 
flavor.    Dried  vegetables  arc  not  used  to  any  extent  in  Holland, 

An  ownei"  of  a  large  vegetable-drying  factorj-  in  Holland  recently 
stated  that  the  drying  processes  now  used  in  Holland  reduces  the 
weight  of  root  vegetables,  including  potatoes,  by  about  80  or  8S  per 
cent,  and  reduces  the  weight  of  such  vegetables  as  celery,  cabbage, 
lettuce,  etc.,  by  as  much  as  90  or  93  per  cent.  The  fact  that  the  weight 
is  so  greatly  reduce<l,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  volume  is  not  re- 
duced in  an  equal  ration,  makes  it  possible  to  pack  dried  vegetables 
in  containers  of  very  light  material.  Indeed,  practically  all  of  the 
dried  vegetables  sent  from  Holland  to  Germany  are  packed  in  large 
I  paper  bags. 

HONGEOHO  BICE  UAREET. 

[Consul  A.  E.  Cnrlclon,  Hongkong,  Brltlali  China,  July  27,] 

During  the  past  10  days  there  have  been  a  number  of  notable  fail- 
m-es  among  Chinese  dealers  in  rice,  and  the  total  amount  runs  ap- 
proximately to  about  $3,000,000.  The  reasons  assigned  for  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  these  firms  are  the  high  rate  of  exchange  and  the  steady 
rise  affecting  those  who  had  fixed  their  exchange  for  future  ship- 
ments, the  comparative  scarcity  of  rice  due  to  flood  conditions  in  Ton- 
kin, the  demand  from  the  United  States  being  in  fact  greater  than 
the  supply,  due  to  these  floods,  and  the  inability  or  difficulties  of  ob- 
taining American  import  licenses  for  tliis  conmiodity. 

The  last  six  months  of  1917  showed  an  increase  in  the  market  valu- 
ations of  rice  in  Hongkong  due  principally  to  greater  freight  rates, 
and  the  floods  in  TonKin  which  shortened  the  usual  shipments  caus- 
ing a  heavy  shortage  of  supplies.  As  a  consequence  the  early  part 
of  tliis  year  witne.esed  heavy  demands  on  both  the  old  and  new  crops 
as  well  as  brewers',  and  the  Chinese  dealers  have  in  order  to  check 
further  advances  in  freight  and  demands  from  growei'S  bought  a 
large  quantity  in  anticipation  of  the  continued  demands  from  the 
United  States,  Exchange,  as  indicated,  is  a  big  factor  in  these  fail- 
ures, as  in  order  to  safeguard  the  first  cost,  contracts  with  banks  had 
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Been  settled  wMfh  now  an  to  be  canceled  or  unused  owing  to  stop- 
l)age  of  importa  into  America. 
Flnctnatlon  In  Prices. 

On  March  15,  1018,  the  market  price  for  Siam  usual  rice,  which 
13  the  recognized  standard  for  calculating  market  prices,  was  $6  a 
picnl  (133S  pounds),  and  it  went  up  rnpidly  until  the  high  mark  was 
reached  on  April  20,  being  then  sold  on  the  market  at  $7,30  a  picuL 
Since  then  the  prices  have  dropped  steadily,  reaching  last  week  $5.85. 
Tlie  price  has  risen  to  a  little  over  $6  with  no  indicanons  of  a,  further 
advance  at  this  writing.  These  failures  are  therefore  due  to  the 
reasons  already  indicated  and  also  in  a  measure  to  speculations,  as 
some  of  the  dealers  bought  at  a  hich  level  and  were  caught  after  the 
American  restrictions  came  strictly  in  force.  One  firm,  however, 
failed  because  of'thc  French  embargo  on  T<Hikin  rice  instituted  bj 
the  French  Colonial  government  on  Jime  26,  and  is  still  in  force. 
Th&  reason  of  the  embargo,  as  understood  in  Hongkong,  is  that  owing 
to  the  floods  and  a  possible  shortage  of  rice,  and  further  the  un- 
known demands  of  the  French  Government  for  supplies  for  Chinese 
labor  iji  France,  it  was  deemed  essential  to  refuse  shipments  for  the 
time  being,  sA  least.  Local  dealers,  however,  anticipate  that  the  em- 
bargo will  be  lifted  about  September  1, 
Btce  Shipments  to  ITnlted  States.  * 

There  is  a  practical  cessation  ordinarily  of  brown  rice  shipmraits 
to  the  United  Sfat<3  during  July,  August,  and  September,  as  such 
shipments  are  more  subject  to  weevils  and  deterioration  during  this 
period  than  any  other  time  of  the  year.  Reports  from  the  Saigon 
rice  market  is  that  from  January  1  to  July  9,  784,992  tons  of  rice 
have  been  exported  as  i^inst  655,132  tons  for  1917, 

TTie  shipments  to  the  United  Statta  for  the  first  six  months  of  1916, 
1917,  and  1918,  are  given  below,  in  short  tons  of  2,000  pounds  each: 
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COMBINATION  IN  FINNISH  FAFEB  INmrSTRT. 


An  important  combination  bos  been  formed  in  the  Finnish  paper 
and  wood-pulp  indnstry,  the  Finska  Pappersbrnksforeningen  and 
Finska  Celluloseforeningen  having  united  with  Finska  Trasliperi- 
fpreningen  nnder  such  a  form  that  each  concern  sells  paper  and 
chemical  and  mechanical  wood  pulp  in  Finland  as  well  as  to  foreign 
countries.  Each  concern  has  its  own  board  and  managing  director, 
but  in  order  to  bring  about  the  necessary  cooperation  and  take  care 
of  the  general  economic  and  political  interests  of  tlie  industries  this 
combination  has  been  formed  under  the  name  of  Finska  PapnerB- 
indnsbticns  Centralkbntor  ^Finnish Paper Indnstry'sCentrnlOnice^, 
having  •  president  and  vice  president.  The  general  business  is  man- 
aged oj  a  board  and  a  general  manager.  ^^  I ,  > 
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BAODAS  AS  A  COUM££CIAI  CEHTEB, 

[CoQBul  Oscar  8.  nelier,  Bnsdad,  Mesopotamia,  Tarkc)'.] 

The  city  of  Bagdad  before  the  war  wa3  an  important  commer- 
cial center  and  distributing  point  for  a  large  section  of  country. 
It  is  primarily  an  agricultural  center,  surrounded  by  magnificent 
tracts  of  fertile  land,  nearly  all  of  which  can  be  irrigated;  whea 
under  irrigation  iri  the  past  tliis  country  was  known  as  the  gardea 
spot  of  the  world. 

However,  owing  to  geographical  and  economical  considerations, 
Bagdad  has  ratlier  a  commercial  importance.  It  is  the  terminus 
of  the  upstream  navigation  on  the  Tigris  River  and  also  the  terminus 
of  the  Persian  road,  and  all  goods  sent  to  Kermanfihah,  Hamadan, 
and  other  important  centers  are  loaded  at  Bagdad  on  camels  or 
other  transport  animals.  It  is  the  center  of  sopply  for  Upper  and 
Lower  Mesopotamia,  and  is  the  collecting  pomt  from  which  the 
various  products  of  the  country  are  exported.  All  local  products 
of  Mosulj  Diarbekir,  and  Suleimaniyah  are  usually  sent  down  the 
Tigris  Eiver  on  rafts,  built  upon  inflated  skins,  to  Bagdad,  ifhere 
the  products,  such  as  wool,  gum,  gallnuts,  skins  and  hides,  d^rpets, 
dates,  licorice,  opium,  grease,  and  grain,  are  loaded  upon .  river 
steamers  for  shipment  abroad  via  Bassorah. 
Principal  Itemi  ot  Forelen  Trade. 

The  articles  imported  from  abroad  via  Bassorah  are  cotton  goods, 
twist,  sugar,  cotfee,  gunny  bags,  spices,  silk,  silk  and  woolen  goods, 
metals,  indigo,  dyestuifs,  tea,  tobacco,  pumps  for  irrigation,  agri- 
cultural machinery,  and  haberdashery.  Many  of  the  above- 
mentioned  imports  are  for  Persia,  especially  cotton  goods,  sugar, 
tea,  and  indigo.  Also  some  of  the  exports  of  Bagdad  come  from 
Persia,  especially  carpets  and  rugs. 

Tliere  is  no  specialty  in  trade.  Some  important  firms  carry  on 
biisauess  in  eveiy  kina  of  article,  but  the  general  practice  is  for 
each  category  of  firms  to  limit  their  business  to  a  certain  class  of 
articles. 

The  main  article  of  import  is  cotton  goods  from  Manchester, 
where  old  and  flourishuig  Bagdad  firms  have  been  established  for 
many  years.    The  principal  articles  of  export  are  wool  and  licorice, 
of  which  the  most  important  part  goes  to  America- 
Terms  of  Sales — Commercial  Cooiniittee. 

Almost  all  tlie  business  is  financed  through  foreign  and  local 
banks.  The  collection  for  goods  sent  to  Bagdad  is  usually  effected 
by  drawing  a  draft  upon  the  merchant  with  shipping  documents 
attached,  to  be  paid  upon  arrival  of  goods  at  Bagdad.  For  the 
collection  against  ^oods  exported  it  is  customary  to  draw  a  draft 
at  four  months,  with  shipping  documents  attached,  which  can  be 
discounted  at  the  local  banks. 

Sales  of  goods  here  are  effected  through  brokers  on  terms  vary- 
ing from  one  to  six  months'  time,  for  which  bills  are  taken  and 
discounted  at  the  banks  or  with  native  money  lenders  at  from  7  to  13 
per  cent  per  annum. 

A  commercial  committee  has  been  formed  in  Bagdad,  composed 
of  two  Mohammedans,  two  Jews,  and  one  Christian,  to  encouraee 
commerce  and  advise  the  military  government  and  the  nowly-estab* 
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lished  civil  courts  in  regard  to  commercial  mattera.  While  for  tlie 
present  the  fnnctions  of  the  committee  are  chiefly  advisory  and 
nearly  all  activities  are  in  the  hands  of  the  military  authorities,  it 
may  be  said  that  there  is  some  improvement  in  business,  and  limited 
facilitic:^  lll^'  now  given  to  imports  and  dealers  in  foreign  mer- 
chandise. 
Ba^ad  Losea  Commercial  Importance  Temporarily. 

At  piTseiit  it  is  vciy  difficult  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  volume  of 
the  tnult!  of  Bagdtid.  Owing  to  the  closing  of  the  road.s  by  the  war, 
liic  eoiiniierce  of  Bagdad  was  for  a  time  transferred  to  Baasorah, 
where  ail  irapoi'tant  import  and  export  operations  were  carried  on 
and  are  still  carried  on  to  a  great  extent.  It  may  be  said  that  Bagdad 
lost  for  a  while  its  commercial  importance,  Persia  being  supplied 
thK)»gh  Ispahan  from  Bassorah,  Mohammerah,  Buchir,  and  Ahwnz 
on  the  Persian  Gulf,  thus  depriving  Bagdad  of  the  most  important 
'  l>art  of  its  trade.  During  tlm  period  the  only  business  carried  on  at 
'  Bagdad  was  the  import  m>m  Bassorah  of  small  light  articles  which 
were  brought  by  Bassorah  firms  from  India  and  England  for  the 
most  pressing  needs  of  the  place.  Owing  to  those  conditions  many 
of  tlie  important  Bagdad  firms  moved  to  Bassorah  or  established 
branches  were  pending  future  developments. 

However,  it  does  not  seem  at  all  likely  that  Bagdad  has  lost  perma- 
nently its  commercial  supremacy.  In  view  of  its  situation  at  the  head 
of  navigation  on  the  Tigris  and  also  of  the  fact  that  during  the  war 
it  has  Mcome  the  center  of  a  railroad  system  which  is  certain  to  be- 
come more  and  more  extensive  after  the  war,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
ihat  Bagdad  will  assume  a  more  important  role  as  a  commercial  and 
distributing  center  than  ever  before.  The  commercial  prosperity  of 
the  city  will  no  doubt  be  much  enhanced  by  the  development  of  agri- 
culture in  this  country,  which  the  British  authorities  are  encouraging 
in  every  way. 

NEW  WIRELESS  STATION  OS  THE  ISLE  OF  PISES. 

(CoDftul  W.  Banlcl,  Naeva  Oecoua,  lalc  Ot  Flacs,  Cuba,  Aog,  24,] 

Beginning  with  this  day  the  Isle  of  Pines  is  once  more  in  tele- 
graphic communication  with  the  world  at  large.  As  is  known,  the 
,  hurricane  which  devastated  this  island  last  ^ptember  also  totally 
destroyed  the  then  existing  wireless  station  at  Nueva  Gerona. 

A  new  wireless  station  nas  been  erected  and  is  now  in  working 
order.  This  wireless  is  said  to  be  the  second  largest  in  Cuba  and 
to  have  a  radius  of  500  to  600  miles  in  the  daytime  and  about  1,000 
miles  at  night.  Tlie  tower.  260  feet  high,  was  furnished  by  the 
Marconi  Wireless  Co. ;  the  office  building  was  erected  by  local  build- 
ers under  the  supervision  of  the  Cuban  Government,  Tiie  cost  of 
building  the  station  is  estimated  at  $20,000. 

The  new  station  is  claimed  to  be  far  superior  to  the  one  destroyed 
last  fall.  Messages  can  be  sent  direct  to  the  United  States  at  night 
vi»  Arlington,  Va.,  but  may  have  to  be  sent  via  Habana,  Cuba,  in 
the  daytime. 

Botaga  ships  may  now  engage  in  Mexican  coastwise  trade,  accord- 
ingto  a  report  just  received  from  Vice  Consul  Luther  K.  Zabriskie, 
prMtexicoTllity,  ,[-, 
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FOREIGN  TKASE  OPEOBTininTIES. 

Reacrved  addroegrn  ma;  tx*  a^talnctl  fram  the  Bnrean  and  Its  dlHtrlvt  mni  '<>o»«ra- 
tivt  otKvr*.  It^ui'Rt  lor  racL  oppocliinltr  BliouTd  b«  <ia  a  sppanile  siipvt  and  ataie 
apyortniiItT  nnnilwr.  The  BoivaB  does  not  ftirDlah  credit:  ratloKa  ur  aKBum« 
rcupoiiKlblllty  an  (o  llie  HtandiDg  of  [otilsn  Inquli^rs :  ttic  ut>iul  ni'eva.utlaii8  altould  be 
tftheo  Id  all  mflei'.  Symbola  :  *  Reiiorred  h;  Amerlrnn  coDxulnr  onl'^rs:  t  Itpported  by 
commercial  aUaoti^.n  aad  commercial  agcala ;  t  Direct  Inquiries  nkelved  by.  Ibe  Bureau. 
In  eonaldeplna;  Ibe  fallowlBff  "  opparlDiillloa  "  aitrctal  pesBrd  alioald  b« 

had  to  thf  tami  nnd  icKalatlona  icovcriilDiE  eiiiurt  llcpnaea  and   tradtnz 

TTltk  the  enemr- 

Boots  and  ahopB 2745: 

Building  material-, 27*:,! 

Electrical  joods 27451,  a74r.; 

Leather , 2744; 

Macblnery , ^.  274S; 

MetalluripcBl  goads 27491 


Molsra 

—-  mt?, 

Wa;[«lre 

—  2745* 

27447.* — An  ngenoy  is  tleslred  by  a  lUBti  In  France  for  the  sale  of  leiitlier  for 
shoes  and  bellhigs.    Corre^poudence  should  be  in  French.    It^ffrence, 

2744S.' — A  company  In  England  is  In  the  market  for  screws  and  nuts  Birallar  to 
samples  which  may  he  csamlned  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offlivs.  (Re- 
fer to  file  No.  105330),  Quotations  should  be  nuide  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 
Payment  will  be  made  by  tetter  of  credit.    Reference. 

27440.* — A  Arm  In  France  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for  tbo 
sale  of  lubricating  oils  and  greases.  Correspondence  should  be  ill  French. 
Reference. 

2T450.* — A  prlutlng  establishment  In  China  wisbes  to  buy  paper  for  i)rlDt- 
Ing  and  bank-note  paper.  Samples  sbowlng  kind  of  paper  desired  may  he 
examined  at  tlie  Bureau  or  Us  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  10(5273.) 
Payment  will  be  made  against  shlpplnf;  documents  througli  bauk.  Corre- 
spondence may'  be  In  English.     References. 

27451.* — Au  REeucy  Is  desired  by  a  man  tn  France  for  the  sale  of  electrical 
goods  of  all  IkinUs.    (Jorrespoudence  should  be  In  French.    Reference. 

27452.* — A  man  In  Switzerland  would  like  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of 
electrical  goods.  He  is  also  Interested  In  tiic  metal lurgicnl  Industry  anil 
internal -combust  Ion  motors  for  Industry  and  navigation.  Reference.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English,  but  French  is  preferred. 

27453.* — A  retail  shoe  dealers'  Ryndlcate  tn  France  Is  In  the  market  for  boots  and 
shoes  for  men  and  women,  also  shoe  findings.  Correspoudeacc  shotild  I>e 
In  French.     Referiiuce. 

27454.t — A  firm  In  England  desires  to  purchase  wax  wire  such  as  uRod  by  Iron 
foundrle-s.  Full  Information  ae  to  sizes,  etc.,  should  l>e  subiuitted.  Quo- 
tations may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  Atlantic  port.    Reference. 

27435.* — An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  nmn  in  Prance  for  the  sale  of  machinery 
uod  building  materials.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Frencii.    Reference. 


FREE-PORT  PROJECT  FOR  PETROGRAO. 

ICopcnhagpn  Bttrseii ;   transmlttivl  hy  CommcrrlHl   Aepnt  Norman  L.  Andcrpon    Conen- 
hagea,  Deumark,  Julj  5y.] 

In  the  Petro^adskoje  Echo  is  an  article  about  a  meeting  of  Rns- 
BJan  representatives  for  trade  and  industry  to  discuss  the  building  of 
a  free  port  in  Petrograd  to  give  the  city  new  economic  life.  The  first 
blow  to  Petroerad  was  the  moving  of  the  capital  to  Moscow,  bnt  a 
still  greater  danger  threat«ns  the  city  a-s  a  harbor  and  industrial 
center  from  the  seaports  taken  by  the  Germans.  Before  the  war 
half  of  the  exports  from  the  Baltic  ports  went  via  Petrograd.  This 
proportion  must  be  maintained,  but  is  hardly  possible  except  tgr 
establishing  a  free  port.  As  such  Petrograd  would  have  many  ad- 
vantages as  against  other  Baltic  districts.  It  lies  near  large  con- 
sumption centers,  the  big  railroad  net,  and  the  canal  system,  to  which 
come  the  natural  riches  of  northern  Bussia.  A  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  work  out  plans. 
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WAS  TBADE  BOABD  SnUHOa 

8VKPIIT8  8BIP  8T0SES  AND  SITFPLIEB. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  K. 
224),  that  a  general  import  license,  to  be  known  as  PBF  No.  26, 
has  been  issued,  covering  the  importation  of  surplus  ships'  stores 
(ind  supplies,  which  the  Bureau  of  Transportation  of  the  War  Trade 
Board  may  order  to  be  removed  from  vessels  in  United  States  ports. 

I1I70BTB  or  TOOLED  AVD  IIOXLSD   SBSEPSKItlS. 

By  a  new  ruling  of  the  War  Trade  Board  (W.  T.  B.  K.  225), 
applicants  for  licenses  to  import  wooled  and/or  pickled  sheepskins 
are  required  to  furnish  to  the  Bureau  of  Imports  of  the  War  Trade 
Board,  before  licenses  ma^  be  granted,  an  agreement  not  to  sell  the 
skins  so  imported  at  a  price  in  excess  of  the  price  fixed  by  the  Price 
Filing  Committee  appointed  by  the  President. 

XABOSAHT  LOSS  HAT  HOI  BE  IHPOBTED  ESOEPT  POB  OOTEUmElTT  USE. 

By  a  new  ruling  of  the  War  Trade  Board  (W.  T.  B.  K.  222),  all 
outstanding  licenses  for  the  importation  of  mahogany  logs  and  ma- 
hogany lumber  have  been  revolted  as  to  ocean  shipment  after  Sep- 
tember 10,  1918.  Hereafter  no  licenses  for  the  importation  of  these 
commodities  will  be  issued,  except  to  cover  such  shipments  as  the 
Director  of  Lumber  of  the  War  Industries  Board  shall  certify  to 
be  suitable  and  necessary  f-or  Government  use.     , 

IHPOBTATIOK  OT  FBE8H  TOXATOSB   TBOK   THE  BASAHAB. 

The  War  Trade  Board,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  B.  221),  has 
authorized  the  importation  of  fresh  tomatoes  from  the  Bahamas  to 
New  York  when  moved  as  deck  cargo  upon  the  Cuba-New  York  mail 
steamers.  Fruits  and  vegetables  are  on  the  list  of  restricted  imports, 
but  in  this,  as  in  other  similar  cases,  the  War  Trade  Board  has  found 
it  possible  to  aid  a  vital  Wast  Indies  industry  without  affecting 
the  general  tonnago  situation,  since  the  tomatoes  in  question  can  bo 
earned  as  deck  load  without  excluding  other  more  essential  cargo 
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and  witliuut  imposing  aiiy  furthei'denumda  upon  tonnage. 

will  t>c  isniiod  for  the  above-menttODed  ahipmuitjs  up  to  and  including 

I>eo^mber  31, 1918. 

IMFO&TE  OF  BICZS  AVO  BKIVB  fSOK  EAST  COAfiT  OF  gOOTH  AHESIQA. 

Tlie  Wtir  Trude  Board,  in  «  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  223),  has 
aiitlioinKed  tlic  importation  of  hides  and  sBiis  from  Ifae  east  cotst  of 
Soutli  America,  wliicli  wpvc  ptirehased  before  June  15, 1918,  but  which 
the  importer  has  not  been  able  to  bring  into  this  country  on  account 
of  tlie  restrictions  upon  imports.  Licences  will  be  issued  for  such 
imports,  provided  the  Hide,  Leather,  and  Leather  Goods  Division  of 
the  W&T  Industries  Board  certifies  that  the  goods  in  qae.stion  were 
bought  OT  contnicted  for  by  the  American  importer  prior  to  June  15, 
1911^,  and  that  title  has  actually  passed  or  the  impotter  lias  become 
irrevocably  Imund  for  the  payment  of  the  purchase  price. 

ABIHAL  KAIB  ON  BE8IBIOTES  IKPOaiS  UfiT. 

Hie  War  Trade  Board,  in  a  new  ruling  (W,  T.  B.  B.  226),  has 
placed  animal  hair,  other  than  horse  hair,  hair  of  the  angora  goat, 
camel,  and  other  like  animals  on  the  list  of  restricted  imports.  All 
outstanding  licenses  for  the  importation  of  this  commodity  have 
been  revoked  as  to  ocean  shipment  from  abroad  after  8e]itenibcr  15, 
1918,  and  uo  new  liceuses  will  be  is-ired  except  for  oeean  shipments 
from  abroad  made  on  or  before  Pepleuiiier  IS,  1918,  shipments  from 
Canada  or  Mexico  by  other  th:in  (wcan  tmnsportation,  and  shipments 
coming  as  return  cargo  from  Euri»iK>  ami  Mediterranean  Africa  wlien 
shipped  from  convenient  portt  ^^■lM'^o  loading  can  be  done  without 
delay. 

The  War  Trade  Board  has  furtlier  restricted  the  importation  of 
furs  not  on  the  skin,  prepared  for  hatters'  ues,  iodudin^  furs  car- 
roted.  All  ontstAnding  licenses  for  the  iiuportMion  of  the!%  com- 
modities hflve  been  revoked  as  to  ocean  shipmeute  made  after  Sep- 
tember 15,  1916.  Hei'eafter  no  Uccnaes  will  be  issued  except  for 
shipments  from  Canada  or  Mexico  by  other  than  ooean  tran^iorta- 
tiouj  and  for  shipments  from  Europe  or  Meditorrauean  Africa  when 
coming  as  a  return  cargo  from  convenient  ports  where  loading  can 
be  done  without  delay. 

NEW  BRTTHSWICK  ADVOCATES  TTWIPOIIM  POTATO  ORABISG. 

ICuneul  £.  \'orBc  R[cl».nlwiB,  Uosclon.  New  BriSSKnicIi,  Caniida,  Sept.  4.1 

It  is  reported  from  Fredericton,  t!ie  capital  of  New-  Brunswick, 
that  the  minister  for  agriculture  of  the  Province  is  now  making  en- 
deavors to  induce  the*  Dominion  Department  of  Trade  and  CoBi- 
mcrc'c  to  take  sucli  steps  as  will  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  uni- 
form systeiQ  of  potato  grading,  effective  uliko  iu  Canada  aod  ^he 
United  Stales.  In  May,  hist,  ceilain  Canadian  regulations  were 
passed  making  the  i^iiiiniura  siae  of  potatoes  allowM  to  be  sold  IJ 
inches  for  the  round  variety  and  IJ  for  the  long.  This  applies  to 
both  grades  one  and  two.  These  potatoes  must  bo  free  from  all  dirt, 
injmy,  and  frost.  In  uumbei-  one  giade  the  potatoes  nmst  be  all  of 
one  variety,  while  niunbertwo  grade  may  consist  of  different  varie- 
ties. Potiito  growers  in  different  parts  of  the  Province  are  fiaid  to 
be  urging  that  the  uniform  regulation  be  made. 
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UfAHTTRP  DECLIJ9X  EXPECTED  IN  AIBEBTA'S  WHEAT  CBOF. 
[Cocsnt  BamDcl  C.  Rut,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  Aus.  ST.] 

T!ie  estimate  for  the  wheat  crop  of  the  Province  of  Alberta  for 
1918  is  10,000,000  bushels,  or  less  than  one-tliircl  of  the  total  produc- 
tion in  1917,  and  only  one-sixth  of  the  totJil  production  in  1915. 
The  protracted  drought  in  the  southern  pai-t  of  Albeitn  in  June 
and  tne  frost  in  July  in  the  northern  part  are  the  causes  for  the 
failure.  In  some  districts  in  the  northern  part  o£  the  Province 
there  was  a  frost  of  15°.  Many  thousands  of  acres  of  wheat  have 
been  plowed  under  and  thousands  more  will  not  be  cut.  The  total 
seedtnie:  in  Alberta  is  between  3,000,000  and  4,000,000  acres,  with  a 
slight  increase  this  season  over  previous  yenrs.  The  i-eqnirement  for 
seed  purposes  is  6.000,000  bushels,  leaving  only  4,000,000  bushels  for 
milling  from  the  crop  of  1918. 

On  account  of  the  failure  of  the  wheat  crop  the  Dominion  Boai-d 
of  Grain  Supervisors  has  just  placed  an  embargo  on  the  shipment 
of  all  grain  from  Albei'ta. 

The  total  production  of  wheat  in  1917  was  (estimated)  31,000,000 
bushels,  and  of  oats  40,000.000.  The  estimated  oats  crop  for  1918  is 
only  8,000,000  bushels.  In  1915  the  wheat  crop  was  00,088,689  bushels, 
and  the  oats  production  90,582,6S)4  bushels. 

In  some  districts  in  the  south  recent  rains  have  improved  crop 
conditions  somewhat,  but  there  is  little  optimism  among  grain  men 
for  much  improvement  now. 


CTTBAN  HABEET  FOB  EIECTBICAI.  SUPPLIES. 

[Vice  CoDBul  Albert  F.  Nufcr,  Cleotiipgos,  Ang.  20.] 

Beginning  about  September  1, 1918,  electric  currentj  which  hereto- 
fore was  only  furnished  durinjj  the  night  hours,  will  be  supplied 
in  Cienfuegos  continuously  during  the  24  hours  of  the  day.  This 
measure  wUl,  no  doubt  greatly  stmiulate  the  sale  in  this  vicinity  of 
electrical  supplies  and.  equipments,  such  as  electric  fans,  electric 
irons,  electric  cookers,  electric  percolators,  bells,  etc.,  the  use  of 
which  has  heretofore  been  more  or  less  impracticable. 

[A  list  of  possible  agents  for  elcctrlrni  Huppllee  In  Cienfuegos  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Forplgn  and  Dompstlc  Commerce  or  ila  Ulstriet  or 
cooperative  olUces  l>y  referrlug  to  file  No.  103499.] 


TEE  GOTEBNHENT  NEEDS  STEHOGBAFHEBS  AND  TYPISTS. 

The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  has  issued  another 
call  for  stenographers  and  typists  for  important  war  work  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Both  men  and  women  are  wanted,  but  particularly 
the  latter,  who  are  urged  to  enter  the  Government  service  as  a  patri- 
otic duty.  Those  who  have  not  the  required  training  are  encouraged 
to  undergo  instruction  at  once.  Tests  are  given  in  550  cities  every 
Tuesday. 

Full  information  and  application  blanks  may  be  obtained  from  the 
secretary  of  the  local  board  of  civil-servico  examiners  at  the  poet 
office  or  customhouse  in  any  important  city.  /  -  i 
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AHEBICAir  TOILET  AXTtCVES  IB  HOVOKOKO. 

IConSUl  A.  E.  Carleton,  BoDekanr,  BrllUh  Cblna,  Jidj  20.1 

American  toilet  articles  are  increasing  in  favor  in  the  Honekong 
market.  Tlie  larger  impoi'tations  from  the  United  States  during 
the  pu*t  three  year.s  have  not  been  due  wholly  to  war  causes  and  the 
inability  of  obtniniug  the  usual  prewar  supplies  from  Great  Britain 
and  France;  tliey  were  partly  attributable  to  the  intrinsic  worth  of 
the  goodn. 

It  can  be  said  that  local  ineivhants  are  favorably  disposed  toward 
American  face  creams,  rouge,  face  powders,  and  similar  articles,  and 
there  ih  every  reason  to  suppose  that  after  the  war  importations  from 
the  TTnited  Htatps  will  be  as  largo  as  at  present.  If  the  prices  and 
conditions  are  equal  with  those  of  Europe,  American  manufacturers 
will  havK  nil  excellent  opportunity  to  maintain  and  I  '" 
their  hold  in  the  Hongkong  and  South  China  fields. 
HTnkainrB  ArtiolM  Mast  B«  freelj  Adrertiied. 

lirnadly  speaking,  it  may  be  stated  tliat  a  good  deal  of  free  adver- 
tising in  the  way  of  samples  and  a  substantial  assistance  to  drug 
stores  and  general  handlers  of  toilet  articles  are  necessary  to  pu^ 
goods  which  are  not  known  locally,  American  exporters  must  rec- 
ognize that  the  same  conditions  obtain  here  as  in  tne  United  States 
in  ifspect  to  the  introduction  of  new  lines  of  goods,  and  if  an  article 
is  nnlmown  in  Hongkong,  the  same  rtile  of  trade  introduction,  ^iist 
bo  applied  if  reasonably  large  sales  are  to  be  expected.  This  is  par- 
ticularly the  case  with  the  Chinese  trade,  and  the  better  class  of  Chi- 
rcse  arc  comparatively  large  users  of  toilet  orticlos.  The  Chinese, 
however,  arc  conservative  and  will  not  bny  nnfamiliar  articles,  even 
if  cheaper  and  l>ettcr  than  the  ones  with  which  they  are  acquainted, 
unless  these  advantages  are  clearly  and  unquestionably  set  forth. 

In  any  event  the  sale  of  high-class  products  would  not  be  large  if 
the  totul  popiilation  of  the  colony  is  taken  into  consideration.  Hong- 
kong has  npproximatelj^  half  a  million  people,  but  the  same  stand- 
ards of  a  city  of  that  size  in  the  United  States  do  not  exist,  for  it  is 
(loubtful  if  1  per  cent  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hongkong  would  he  pur- 
chasers of  toilet  articles  of  the  ordinaiy  grades,  and  this  percentage 
would  be  much  less  for  those  of  the  higher  grades. 
Best  Kethoda  of  EsUndiDg  Trade. 

In  regard  to  the  best  methods  of  extending  sal«s  in  this  market 
there  are  two  ways  open,  and  the  choice  depends  a  good  deal  on  the 
kind  of  goods  to  bo  sold  and  the  method  test  suited  the  American 
exporter.  The  method  which  appears  to  be  most  in  favor  is  to  ap- 
point an  agent  for  Hongkong  and  South  China  ^v^th  exclusive  rights 
Ut  handle  the  line,  generally  on  a  commission  basis.  Tlie  importing 
house  here  expects  financial  assistance  in  the  way  of  advertising/ 

The  other  method  is  to  sell  direct  to  dnic^sts  and  other  handlers 
of  toilet  pi'oparation.'!.  particularly  to  the  Chinese  department  stores. 
The  chief  objrction  to  this  method  is  that  there  would  be  no  stocls 
in  the  colony  from  which  lo  draw  as  occasion  demands.  An  agent 
having  obtainod  a  first-hand  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the 
market  would  be.  in  a  position  to  order  in  accordance  with  such  trade 
requirements,  and  probably  this  method,  all  things  considered,  woold 
best  serve  American  manufacturers.  l 
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FBENCH  COHSOBTIUUS  BOK  IMPOSTAIION  OF  KAW  MATERIALS. 

[Commercial  Atlichf  Pl«rre  C.  Williams,  Piirls,  Aug.  1.] 

The  importation  of  the  most  important  materiflk  upcded  by 
French  industries  is  rapidly  being  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  in- 
dividuals and  centralized  cxdiisivoly  in  syndicates  acting  on  behalf 
of  the  French  Government.  This  does  not  refer  to  war  materials 
and  munitions,  which  have  long  been  imported  under  the  exclusive 
direction  of  the  French  Ministry  of  Armament,  but  to  other  com- 
modities such  as  cotton,  wool,  jute,  lumber,  drugs,  chemicals,  fer- 
tilizers, tanning  materials  and  dyestnffs.  glassware,  lubricants,  petro- 
leum and  benzine,  oilseeds  and  nuts,  hemp,  materials  for  the  manu- 
fncture  of  perfumes,  soap-malting  materials,  cork,  paper  and  paper- 
iTpaking  matcriftls,  vegetable  libel's,  stearine  and  colors  for  candles, 
parts  for  i>atches  and  clocks,  nails,  taclis,  screws,  et<;.,  and  many 
other  articles. 

These  importing  s}Tidicat«s  arc  known  as  consortiums.  The 
French  societe  anonj'me,  or  stock  company,  has  been  selected  as  the 
form  of  organization  which  most  successfully  fulfils  the  require- 
ments of  the  situation,  the  Governmont  s  object  being  to  secure  the 
fullest  measure  of  control  over  imports,  in  tlie  interest  of  the  nation 
as  a  whole,  and  at  the  same  time  to  leave  as  much  as  possible  of  the . 
jnanagement  of  the  consortiums  to  the  initiative,  enterprise,  and  ex- 
pert knowledge  of  those  engaged  in  tlio  industries  themselves.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  comi>any  is  fixed  by  the  (iovernnient,  and  tiie 
consortium  is  not  permitted  to  distribute  dividends  in  excess  of  6 
per  cent  on  the  capital  actually  invested, 
Scop'  ■»'  OfKantiatloii  of  Gonsortinms. 

The  details  of  orgiinization  of  the  consortiums  and  their  methods 
of  operation  naturally  vary  with  the  conditions  in. different  indus- 
tries, but  in  general  the  governing  principles  are  the  same.  These 
»  principles  are  elaborated  in  the  contract  between  the  French  Gov- 
ernment and  the  consortium,  which  must  be  approved  by  the  Min- 
istry of  Commerce  before  the  consortium  can  oecome  the  exclusive 
importer  of  the  materials  appertaining  to  its  industry. 

The  contract  entered  into  between  the  French  Government  and  the 
consortium  for  chemical  products  (a  copy  of  which  is  on  file  in  the 
Bureau)  is  typical  of  all  the  others,  and  the  following  summary  will 
serve  to  illustrate  the  scope  and  methods  of  all  of  tlio  importing 
sj'ndicates  now  in  operation  or  in  process  of  formation. 

The  contract  sets  forth  that  all  importers  of  French  nationality, 
"who  were  licensed  to  carry  on  business  prior  to  December  31,  1917, 
and  who  imported  chemical  firoducts  during  the  years  1912  to  1917. 
are  entitled  to  membership  in  the  consortium.  Importers  not  of 
French  nationality  (American,  British,  Italian,  Belgian,  neutral, 
etc.)  "will  be  admitted  to  membership  with  the  approval  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Commerce,  upon  recommendation  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  consortium. 

Each  member  of  the  consortium  must  be  a  stockholder  in  it,  and 
his  holdings  of  stock  are  fixed  by  the  consortium  in  consultation  with 
the  Ministry  of  Commerce,  upon  the  basis  of  the  member's  imports 
during  the  years  above  mentioned. 

In  fixing  the  apportionment  of  stock  imports  for  the  year  1914 
are  not  talten  into  account.    Before  the  war  a  large  part  of  French 


966  COUUEBCB  BBPOB.TB. 

imports  of  chemical  products  came  from  Germany,  and  aatundl; 
during  the  latter  part  of  1914  the  importation  of  chemicals  into 
France  was  very  much  disturbed.  French  importers  who  had  for- 
merly bought  iii  Germany  had  not  yet  settled  down  to  their  new 
sources  of  .supply  in  England  or  the  tjuited  States.  Moreover,  many 
firms  that  had  not  before  the  war  imported  chemicalij  directly  com- 
menced doing  so  in  1015,  wince  which  time  they  have  built  up  an 
important  and  permanent  trade.  For  theso  reasons,  the  Chemical 
Protlucts  Syndicate  an<i  the  Government  have  decide<l  that  the  years 
1012, 1913, 1015,  1016,  and  1017  should  be  taken  as  the  basis  for  thii 
apportiomiicnt  of  stock  and  the  distribution  of  imported  materials. 
On  the  other  hand,  firms  which  have  commenced  importing  chem- 
icals only  siiico  the  1st  of  January,  1918,  are  oxchided.  Appar- 
ently, the  French  Government  believes  that  no  injustice  will  result 
from  this  rule,  since  individual  ca^es  of  hardship  to  new  firms  are 
always  subject  to  revision  on  their  merits. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a  provisional  ha.'iis  fur  this  app<>rtionment  the 
General  Syndicate  of  the  Chemical  Products  Industry,  which  acted 
as  organizer  of  the  consortium,  sent  out  a  circular  letter  (on  file  in  the 
Bureau)  requiring  all  importers  of  ctieraicals  to  furnish  detailed 
statements  of  their  imports  during  those  years  of  the  products  allo- 
cated to  the  consortium,  with  the  country  of  origin  for  each  article. 
The  circiiJar  letter  contains  also  a  list  of  all  the  products  which  will 
hereafter  bo  imported  cxclnsively  by  the  chemical  products  con- 
sortiums. In  passing,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  this  letter  indicttfes 
tlie  extent  to  which  the  French  Government  has  relie<l  upon  the  im- 
porters themselves  to  bring  about  the  orjjanization  of  the  coiL9ortiun[)3. 
Agents  of  Coriortinm  Mftke  Purchase i  in  Foreign  Conatrlei. 

Actual  purchasing  in  foreign  countries  is  done  by  the  agents  of  the 
consortium  in  behalf  of  the  French  Government.  In  this  way  the 
expert  knowledge  of  tlie  importers  regarding  markets,  prices,  terms 
of  delivery,  specifications,  etc.,  is  utilized  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.' 
Payment  for  materials  so  purchased  is  made  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment out  of  credits  standing  in  its  name  in  the  exporting  eoantry. 
The  French  High  Commission,  or  other  representatives  of  the  French 
Government  in  the  exporting  country  allocates  the  necessary  freight 
space  for  the  transfer  of  the  materials  to  Fi-ancc.  The  French  Gov- 
ernmcat  coders  the  ocean  freight  and  the  marine  and  war  insurance. 

Upon  arrival  of  the  merchandise  at  a  French  port,  the  Government 
delivers  the  goods  to  the  con.sortium  upon  payment  of  the  invoice. 
This  invoice  comprises  the  net  cost,  plus  ocean  freight,  marine  and 
war  insurance,  any  handling  charges,  escliange,  and  interest  at  G 
per  cent  on  the  money  actually  disbursed  by  the  Government  in  the 
operation.  ^ 

The  consortium  in  turn  is  authorized  to  deliver  the  imported  amm- 
modilies  to  its  members,  on  the  basis  agreed  'ipon  with  the  Ministry 
of  Coiimierce  at  the  time  of  organization.  Tlic  Ministry  of  Com- 
merce, acting  in  accord  with  the  Government  committee  particularly 
interested  in  the  imported  chemicals,  determines  tlie  price  at  which 
the  merchandise  is  to  be  distributed  to  manufacturers.  Tbia  price 
of  difitiibntion  inchtdcs  the  price  paid  to  the  Goveituucot  by  the 
consortimn,  plas  all  legitimate  charges.    There  is  added  a  s 
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snry  to  cover  the  cost  o£  administration,  and  the  6  per  cent  interest 
allowed  on  the  capital  actually  invested.  Besides  tins,  however,  the 
consortium  is  permitted  to  charge  a  reasonable  extra  price  ivith  the 
object  of  creating  a  guarantee  fund  against  all  losses  and  risks.  To 
illustrate,  this  guarantee  fund  is  intcnc^ed  to  cover  any  loss  to  mem- 
bers of  the  consortium  by  reason  of  sharp  decline  in  tlie  price  of 
chemical  products  during  the  period  of  transition  from  the  rfigime 
of  tiie  consortium  bacic  to  that  of  normal  unrestricted  trade.  It  is, 
of  course,  possible  that  following  the  war  there  may  be  a  trying 
period  during  which  stocks  of  merchandise  and  high-priced  con- 
tracts entered  into  by  the  consortium  must  be  liquidated. 

Tl^p  selling  price  of  materials  imported  by  the  consortium,  when- 
ever these  materials  are  to  be  used  by  Government  departments  or  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  population  as  »  whole,  may  be  fixe*l 
by  the  Ministry  of  Commerce.  In  fixing  these  selling  prices,  the 
Government  will  start  with  the  net  price  actually  paid  to  the  consor- 
tium by  the  manufacturer. 
Tntnre  of  Cou30Ttintas.> 

The  creation  of  consortiums  has  evoked  "lany  inquiries  from 
French  manufacturers  regarding  their  duration.  The  French  Gov- 
emntent,  in  answer  to  a  question  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  stated 
unequivocally  that  tlie  consortium  is  intended  only  as  a  war  measure. 
As  such,  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  approved  the  Government's  policy, 
even  though  it  constitutes  a  certain  upsetting  of  normal  business. 
Both  tlie  Government  and  the  consortium  have  Uie  right  to  terminate 
the  contract  and  with  it  the  lifaof  the  importing  syndicate  any  time 
six  months  after  the  signing  of  peace, 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  realized  on  all  sides  that  the  liquidation  of 
the  consortium  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities  may  be  a  delicate 
operation.  If,  tlierefore,  the  consortium  sliould,  by  mutual  consent, 
be  continued  in  operation  after  the  war  ends,  a  redistribution  of 
stock  must  take  place  in  oider  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  new  situation 
which  French  industry  will  then  confront.  For  example,  the  in- 
terests of  chemical  manufacturers  in  the  invaded  regions,  who  have 
been  unable  to  operate  since  August,  1914,  must  not  be  overlooked. 
The  contract  between  the  Gorernment  and  the  consortiiun  provides 
that  just  as  soon  as  their  factories  are  able  to  resume  operation  they 
must  be  admitted  to  a  share  in  the  distribution  of  materials  importe<l 
by  the  consortium. 

The  work  of  organizing  consortiums  for  the  products  mentioned 
at  the  beginning  of  this  report  is  proceeding  rapidly  along  the  lines 
indicated  in  the  contract  cited  above.  In  the  Ministry  of  Commerce 
a  special  section  is  charged  with  the  detail  work,  and  as  soon  as  con- 
tracts between  the  Government  and  the  consortiums  are  approved  the 
Idtter  take  over  the  exclusive  importation  of  the  materials  for  its  in- 
dustry. 
Beneflts  of  Consortlams. 

In  conclusion,  what  are  the  benefits  which  it  is  hoped  to  realize 
from  the  institution  of  these  consortiums? 

In  the  first  place,  the  importation  of  essential  commodities  being 
placed  in  one  organism  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  State,  it  is  expected 
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thiit  wasteful  competitioD  is  prevented  in  markets  which  mast  also 
supply  France's  associates  in  the  war.  Profiteering  by  "  mudiroun  " 
firms  is  likewise  largely  Glinunated. 

Secondly,  the  most  efficient  utilization  of  tlie  limited  amouut  of 
freight  space  available  is  secured  tbrou^  the  allocation  of  a  definite 
quantity  of  space  for  the  use  of  the  con6(Htium  exclusively  and  the 
diminution  of  all  other  shippers. 

Thirdly,  more  effective  control  is  obtained  over  exchange  (ootabiy 
with  neutral  couutiies)  by  reducing  the  number  of  individnal  im- 
porters (in  other  words,  exporters  of  capital)  to  a  comparatively 
few  ap;cnls  working  for  tlio  Govemmcut. 

Fourthly,  the  equitable  distribution  of  the  reduced  quantity  of 
materials  among  tlie  manufacturers  by  a  B)~&tem  of  raticHung  makes 
it  pnsiiible  for  the  GoTemment  more  easily  to  control  the  uses  to 
whu-h  such  good^  arc  put  and  the  prices  charged  to  the  consumers. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  immediate  benefits,  the  French  Got- 
crnninnt  hop<!.s  (hat  any  profits  that  may  be  earned  by  the  can- 
sortinms  in  escen.s  of  the  6  per  cent  interest  allowed  on  the  capital 
invested  will  cvontiially  create  reserve  funds  for  the  establishment 
of  industrial  and  technical  school'^,  for  research  work  in  the  indus- 
tries concerned,  and  for  the  development  of  borne  manafaeture  of 
chemical  products  from  raw  materials  found  in  French  colonies. 

Not  the  least  intportant  resuh,  however,  which  the  French  Gfw- 
errmient  hopes  to  realize  from  the  refrin>e  of  consortiums  is  the 
growth  of  a  spirit  of  conpcration  and  collective  action  among  FresKh 
matnifacturer.'i  which  will  enable  them  after  (he  war  to  work  togetlier 
effectively,  not  only  in  (he  impoi-lation  of  raw  materials,  bnt  in  the 
exporliition  of  finished  articles  as  well. 
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ICooRnl  It.ilpb  IT.  Bader,  TetKTU.] 

It  is  suggested  that  American  importers  might  avail  tbcntsclves  of 
tho  facilities  offered  by  Amerieim  firms  engaged  in  the  Persian  rug 
trade  for  tlic  importation  of'the  raw  materials  produced  in  Persia. 

The  following  are  the  principal  exports  from  Persia  with  values 
as  shown  by  Persian  customs  statistics  for  the  year  ended  March  20, 
1917:  Kaw  cotton,  $12,773,209;  rice.  $11,058,289;  raisins,  $8435,057; 
opium,  $7,470,070;  raw  wool,  $2,810,009;  almonds  and  pistachio 
nuts,  $2,580,520;  skins,  $1,854488;  fish,  $1,399^17;  gum  tragacanth, 
$1,342427;  fruits  other  tJian  oranges  and  lemons,  $1,053,480 ;  cereals, 
$Sfi4,258;  live  animals,  $850428;  ^iJk  cocoons,  $612,067;  dates, 
$:ifiO,12G;  vegetables  and  vegotiible  substances,  $428,632:  henna, 
$376,703;  oranges  and  lemons,  $287,520;  fiax  and  hemp,  $271491; 
animal  substances,  $223,231;  nuts,  $199,328;  eggs.  $171,323;  om- 
foetida,  $148,365. 

[A  list  of  Auicrlcan  riif;  firms,  wltti  tlie  I'ersian  cities  wliere  thcj  have 
branches,  can  t>e  obtaine<l  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dnniestlc  Commerce 
or  Its  district  or  cocvcratlvo  ctReea  bj  leferriug  U>  file  N<r.  IOSlUB.) 


A  cotmtry  wortfa  flshtlns  for  Is  a  coTULtry  worth  saving  for.    Buy  Tlirift 
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D  L.  AndcTBDB,  CofcDbafcn,  I 
One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  encountered  in  Swedish  cconamic 
life  during  the  war  hna  beoi  Uia  sh<Htage  of  kI)  kinds  of  oils,  not  oaly 
ior  indnstrj  but  for  transpt^tatiiKi,  motor  traffic,  wagons,  agrieol- 
toral  ma^inery,  fishing,  and  lighting  purposes.  Xot  only  miiMrBl 
<m13  are  greatly  needed,  but  also  fat  oils.  Hoap,  tallow,  and  candles 
are  nearly  impowble  to  get,  while  mai^rine  can  not  be  had  at  all. 
It  is  thetefwe  of  ntal  interest  for  Sweden  to  find  within  the  coontry 
snbstitDtfla  for  mineral  as  well  as  fat  oils.  Experiments  Aow  tliat 
this  is  not  st  all  impossiUe,  ahhough,  of  coarse:,  it  n ill  take  sotne  time 
bef<ve  the  results  are  sucli  that  tho  needs  can  really  be  covered. 

Before  mineral  oils  wotc  extensively  used  in  Sweden  the  most  im- 
portant lubricant  for  ordinary  vehicles  was  wood  tar,  ^unj  or  mixed 
with  tallow^  cod-!iver  oil,  or  soap,  Tliis  was  at  one  time  one  of  the 
most  important  indtrstries  of  tho  country,  and  wood  tar  was  one  of 
the  most  impiHlant  articles  of  e.xport,  especially  via  Stockholm. 
'■  Stocklioim  tar  "  was  known  as  the  finest.  Now  the  mamifacture  of 
tar  is  carried  on  only  in  the  northern  districts,  and  the  main  export 
place  is  Umea.  While  the  tar  wit^  formerly  made  in  open  itessels, 
It  is  now  made  in  ovens.  The  prodtict  is  .somewhat  discreDt  ln»n 
that  of  open- vessel  tar,  it  is  thicker,  and  contains  lees  tar  oils. 

In  the  last  part  of  the  sixties  and  the  banning  of  the  seventies 
a  lively  interest  was  created  in  the  dry  di-itiUntion  of  wood  in  re- 
tc«ts,  and  in  Ostergotland  and  Dorthem  SmSland  ninny  factories 
were  erected  for  making  tar  from  fir  stubs,  "V^Tien  these  were 
charred  in  the  retort  charcoal  and  tar  were  obtained.  However,  this 
method  of  manufactnre  did  not  pay  and  w^ts  abandoned.  The  price 
of  charcoal  was  then  much  lower  thfta  now,  and  the  tar  nnd  its  prod- 
ucts  were  little  sold;  it  wss  not  so  good  as  the  dd  open- vessel  tar. 
Hie  cleaning  also  was  incomplete;  the  resultant  turpentine  had  a 
bad  smell  and  the  lighting  oils  smoked  badly.  This  industry,  how- 
ever, has  now  been  resumed,  especially  in  the  northern  district^,  and 
the  methods  have  been  improved.  The  tree  stubs  are  being  blasted 
or  dug  up  by  roatJiine,  which  is  much  cheaper  than  the  old  method. 

It  is  not  known  how  much  wood  tar  is  now  mnde  in  Sweden,  as 
the  official  statistics  trest  only  the  tar  made  b>-  oven  distillation,  but 
the  amount  is  increasing-  from  year  to  year.  In  1915  the  production 
was  1,354  tons  of  tar,  tar  oil,  and  wood  oil,  188  tons  of  pitch  and  pitch 
oil,  745  tons  of  refined  turpentine,  and  184  tons  of  creosote  and  creo- 
sote m1  This  is  only  a  fractiwt  of  what  might  be  manufactured  if 
the  diarcoal  were  made  in  ovens  instead  of  kilns;  and  as  the  iron 
works  alone  use  45.300,000  hectoliters  of  charcoal  per  year,  enormous 
quantities  of  dry-distillation  products  are  lost.  With  the  high  prices 
that  may  be  anticipated  this  mannfacture  would  be  very  profitable. 
■sIpMte  Spirtt). 

Another  forc^  product  that  may  become  of  great  importance  is 
the  sulphite  residue  lye.  In  the  sulphite-pulp  factories  that  have  such 
large  quantities  of  residue  lye  that  it  will  pay  to  woi^  it,  aboot 
86,000,000  liters  of  100  per  cent  spirits  may  be  made  yearly,  or  almost 
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tT\'icc  as  mucli  as  is  normally  made  from  grain  ami  potatoes.  Experi- 
lucuts  liave  slioKii  that  1  kUo  of  sulphite  spirits  in  specially  con- 
structed iiiotois  gives  the  same  power  as  1  kilo  of  gasoline.  At  pres- 
ent the  cost  of  m:iking  1  liter  of  sulphite  spirits  will  be  about  35  0re 
(lOlJ  0re=l  crown =$0,208),  but  it  is  expected  that  by  a  special 
method  it  will  be  jjossihle  to  reduce  this  to  17  pre  per.liter,  calculating 
1  ton  of  hard  coal  at  100  crowns.  The  chcmical-pulp  factjries  were 
for  a  long  time  unwilling  to  adopt  these  plans,  but  little  by  little  a 
considerable  sulphite-spirits  manufacture  has  been  established.  In 
April  four  factories  were  working  with  a  capacity  of  i,000,000  liters 
of  05  per  cent  spirits,  the  production,  however,  being  only  3,000,000 
liters  because  of  the  limited  work  at  present.  Lately  four  more  fac- 
tories have  been  erected,  with  a  capacity  of  more  than  3,000,000  liters, 
but  at  present  the  production  is  hardly  more  than  half  of  this  quan- 
tity. Before  the  end  of  the  year  10  more  factories  will  be  in  full 
working  order,  with  a  capacity  of  12,500,000  liters  yearly,  and  still 
more  factories  are  planned.  In  spite  of  the  growth  of  this  industry, 
for  some  time  to  come  it  will  be  possible  to  satisfy  only  the  most 
pressing  needs.  It  will  hardly  be  possible  to  satisfy  all  demands  for 
sulphite  spirits  before  1519. 
Hlneral  Oils  from  Slate -and  PeaL 

Hard-coal  tar  to  the  amount  of  15,000  to  20,000  tons  is  made  yearly, 
and  from  tliis  different  oils  of  the  benzol  group  arc  extracted.  How- 
ever, this  production  can  never  be  so  important  as  the  wood-oil  pro- 
duction, apart  from  the  fact  that  the  hard  coal  must  bo  imported. 
The  following  gives  Sweden's  normal  imports  of  mineral  oils 
(1914) :  Crude  oils,  14,202  tons ;  lighting  oils,  95,711  tons ;  lubricating 
oils,  14,530  tons;  gasoline,  17,530  tons;  total,  141,973  tons. 

The  Swedish  alum  slate  will  be  of  special  importance  in  this  re- 
gard. Especially  in  VUstergotiand,  slat©  is  found  that  is  compara- 
tively rich  in  oil  and  by  distillation  ^ves  5  to  C  per  cent  Such  an 
industry  has  long  existed  in  Scotland  and  France.  The  larger  oil 
content  of  the  Scotch  slate  is  balanced  by  the  fact  that  the  Swedish 
is  more  easily  mined.  The  Scotch  slate  yields  about  2,900.000  hecto- 
liters of  crude  oil  from  2,800,000  tons  of  slate,  or  about  8  per  cent, 
according  to  weight.  The  crude  oil  gives  about  70  per  cent  of  dis- 
tilled oil,  which  is  very  like  petroleum  in  composition. 

To  make  a  quantity  of  crude  oil  answering  to  the  normal  imports 
of  14,000  tons,  about  280,000  tons  of  Swedish  slate  will  be  required, 
and  for  the  128,000  tons  of  refmed  oil  about  3,700,000  tons  of  slate— 
a  total  of  4,000,000  tons.  Great  difficulties  are  encountered  in  dis- 
tilling sojarge  a  quantity,  but  technically  it  is  possible.  It  has  taken 
a  long  time  to  bring  tlie  industry  from  the  experimental  to  the  prac- 
tical stage,  but  this  has  now  been  accomplished,  and  a  company 
has  been  formed  under  t)ie  name  of  Aktiebolaget  Svensk  Oliein- 
dustri,  with  a  capital  stock  of  3,000,000  to  9,000,000  crowns,  which 
will  push  the  manufacture  as  much  as  possible. 

In  this  connection  might  be  mentioned  another  source  of  oil  of  the 
same  kind  as  the  fossil  layers,  namely  the  peat  bogs.  Good,  air- 
dried  peat  gives  by  dry  distillation  5  to  8  per  cent  of  tar,  from  which 
may  be  extracted  lighting,  motor,  and  lubricating  oils,  as  well  as 
paraffin  and  creosote,  Peat  has  an  advantage  over  slate,  in  that  by 
distillation  it  gives  30  per  cent  of  peat  coal  of  a  splendid  quality,  so 
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that  no  residue  w  left.  This  is  the  weak  point  in  the  slate  cUstillaUon ; 
in  the  retort  a  residue  is  left,  the  weight  and  volume  of  which  are 
about  the  same  as  that  of  the  raw  slate.  In  favor  of  the  slate,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  the  fact  that  it  is  found  in  a  natural  condition  and  in 
enormous  quantities  on  a  small  area.  Peat  must  first  be  produced 
on  a  large  area  and  in  seasons,  while  the  slate  mining  can  be  carried 
en  all  the  year  round. 

Sweden  ha.s  splendid  opportunities  for  working  up  a  domci^tic  oil 
industry,  but  it  is  only  lately  that' the  work  has  been  puahcd. 


NEW  AHEBIGAN  INVE&TUENT  ENTEBfaiSE  IH  ABOENXINA. 

IConenl  Wiwral  W.  Ubbit  Hober+ssn,  BnenoB  Alroa.  Jnlj  SO.] 

A  large  banking  and  investment  company  has  been  organized  in 

the  Argentine  Bepublic  by  the  Swift  paclcing-house  interests,  which 

Sromises  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  agricultural  and  live-stock 
evelopment  of  the  country.  It  is  said  that  the  new  oi-ganization 
will  engage  to  a  great  extent  in  the  financing  of  cattlemen  along  the 
line  of  the  cattle-Toaji  companies  in  the  United  States. 

According  to  the  Monitor  de  Sociedades  Ansontmas  y  Patentes  de 
Invencion,  the  Coinpani'a  Swift  Intcrnacional,  Sociedad  Anoniiaa 
Comercial,  was  authorized  by  presidential  decree  on  June  20,  1818, 
to  organise  and  do  business.  The  capital  of  the  new  compaJiy  was 
made  lit,000,000  pc.=os  gold  (the  Argentine  gold  peso  is  equivalent 
to  $0.9648  U.  S.  currency),  and  its  shai-es  given  a  par  value  of  10 
pesos  gold  each,  but  at  a  meeting  of  the  stocldioldcrs  on  July  26, 
1018,  the  capital  was  increased  to  22,500,000  pesos,  and  the  shares  to 
15  pesos. 

The  hciid  office  of  the  company  is  to  be  in  Buenos  Aires,  and  it  has 
been  empowered  to  establish  branches. 
Authorized  AotlTitiea  of  ITen  Company. 

The  life  of  the  company  is  to  be  100  years.  Its  objects  are  to  en- 
gage in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  real  and  other  property,  the  in-, 
stallation  and  administration  of  packing  houses  and  similar  indus- 
tries, the  purchase  and  sale  of  bonds  and  shares  of  Argentine  and 
foreign  companies,  banking  business,  loans,  agrarian  pledges  and 
mortgages.  Its  shares  are  to  be  issued  to  bearer,  and  to  bo  paid  up  in 
such  manner  as  the  board  of  directors  may  deteimino,  either  in  in- 
stallments or  otherwise. 

The  company  is  authorizc<l  to  issue  debentures  wlien  the  board 
may  so  decide,  and  in  accordance  ivith  the  law  goveminjj  this  matter. 
The  sum  of  300,000  pesos  gold,  which  was  10  per  cent  of  the  sub- 
scribed capital,  was  deposited  in  the  Banco  de  la  Nacion.  However, 
under  the  change  in  capital  and  in  the  par  value  of  the  f^hares  the 
first  issue  of  stock  will  be  4,500,000  pesos. 

It  might  be  well  to  state  that  this  new  company  is  entirely  separate 
from  Compafifa  Swift  de  la  Plfifa,  which  is  the  Swift  pa  citing-house 
company  with  a  capital  of  12,500,000  pesos  -Argentine  gold. 


The  Cuban  Congress  has  authorized  an  appi-opriation  of  $2,500,000 
for  ft  new  water  system  and  $500,000  for  the  completion  of  the  sewer- 
age system  of  the  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
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TBASE  ASJ)  TBAirSFOBTATIOK  IH  EASTESN  TUBEESTAN. 

TliG  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  August  8  prints  the  following 
report  from  tlie  British  consul  general  sit  Kashgar,  Eastern  Turke- 
stan, on  the  tmnsportation  problems  of  that  rcgiou  us  they  affect 
trade  extension: 

Yarkand  and  Kliotan  being  the  nearest  towns  in  Eastern  Turke- 
stan to  Kashmir,  those  two  places  have  become  depots  for  Indian 
goods,  and  it  is  there  that  those  'who  trade  with  India  live.  The 
people  in  the  hinterland,  at  populous  centers  like  Kasligar,  Ak-su, 
and  Kucha,  have  no  means  of  having  goods  directly  distribnted  to 
them,  an  efficient  marketing  organization  being  wanting.  Native 
merchants  from  those  parts  come  to  Yarkand  and  Khotan  and  buy 
on  long  credit  and  at  exorbitant  rates  from  importers,  who  play  the 
role  of  merchants  less,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  than  of  specu- 
lators holding  back  their  merchandise  for  a  rise  in  price,  and  of 
usurers  wlio,  though  not  loaning  out  money,  sell  goods  at  rates  pro- 
portionate to  the  length  of  credit  given  and  to  the  risks  involved. 
There  is  no  exaggeration  in  saying  that  the  -difference  between  cash 


prices  and  those  on  a  year's  credit  may  vary  from  33  to  00  per  cent, 
according  to  the  standing  of  the  middleman.  Naturally,  under  these 
conditions,  bad  debts,  and  consequent  litigation,  are  frequent;  and, 


in  any  case,  goods  bjought  at  Yarkand  and  Kbostan  and  taken  up 
country  must  there  be  sold  at  very  high  prices  indeed  before  a  mid- 
dleman can  realize  any  profit  at  all. 

A  trade  carried  on  in  this  manner  may  be  lucrative  to  the  few 
who  do  the  importing,  but  militates  against  its  own  expansion  in 
a  country  of  considerable  trade  possibilities. 
Traderi  Control  Carrier  Katei. 

But  the  Indo- Yarkand  trade  is  restricted  by  another  and  even 
more  potent  cause.  It  is  idle  to  consider  the  possibility  of  increasing 
exports  and  imports  unless  tliere  be  means  for  their  carriage. 
Scarcely  a  single  carrier  plying  on  the  Yarkand-Ladakh  route  is 
■  solvent.  Almoso  everyone  owes  large  sums  to  those  whose  goods 
tliey  have  carried,  and  such  is  the  hold  that  traders  have  over 
kerailteshes  that  the  former  are  able  to  dictate  their  own  tenns  as 
to  the  carriage  to  ho  paid.  If  a  new  carrier  comes  on  the  field — 
one  who,  being  untiammeled  by  debts,  tries  to  assume  a  position  of 
independence — he  is  soon  warned  off;  for  he  has  only  the  choice 
between  running  his  caravan  at  a  loss  or  of  accepting  rates  which 
tradei-s  are  able  to  impose  on  those  of  his  confreres  who  are  in  their 
debt  and  therefol-e  in  their  power. 

Of  course,  on  a  fearfully  difficult  road  like  that  which  lies  between 
Ladkakh  and  Yarkand  accidents  to  caravans  will  always  occur. 
None  the  less  a  large  percentage  of  them,  resulting  in  the  abandon- 
ment of  loads  in  transit  through  the  breakdown  of  underfed  animals, 
the  theft  of  goods  on  the  road,  etc.,  is  due  to  the  poverty-stricken 
condition  of  carriers. 

Considerations  therefore  for  improving  trade  resolve  themselves 
largely  into  the  two  questions,  How  to  place  the  carrying  agency  be- 
tween Leh  and  Yarkand  on  a  satisfactory  footing,  and  how  to  in- 
crease facilities  for  the  distribution  of  products  in  the  hinterland. 


ogle 
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Sugsested  Traosport  Scforma. 

These  questions  are  necessarily  complicated,  and  are  not  likely  to 
be  solved  without  Government  assistance.  Still,  some  attention 
should  be  devoted  to  them  in  the  general  scheme  for  meeting  the  in- 
tensive trade  which  may  be  expected  after  ihe  war. 

The  points  for  investigation  are  the  following: 

(O)  Can  soiuo  Indian  (re 
itself  in  i*.h  and  Yarknml.  ! 
under  their  supervision? 

Under  such  an  arnmgement  tiio  agency  should  ho  given  the  mo- 
nopoly of  transixii-t  for  a  number  of  years,  and  tradei-s  should  be 
prohibited  from  dealing  direct  with  the  Iceraikeshos.  Per  contra 
rates,  chargeable  by  the  agency,  should  be  subject  to  official  sanction. 

It  may  be  observed,  as  a  more  or  less  parallel  case,  that  practically 
all  the  keraikeshes  on  the  Kashgar-Osn  rond  have  gradually  been 
brought  under  the  control  of  two  large  Russian  transport  companies 
which  have  established  branches  in  Knshgar.  The  rates  charged 
by  tliese  companies  are  probably  above  those  which  independent 
keraikeshes  may  accept.  Still,  merchants  seem  quite  wilting  to  pay 
something  extra  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  their  goods  are 
intrusted  to  an  agency  able  to  take  responsibilities  and  to  pay  com- 
pensation foi'  losses.  Besides  their  ordinary  duties  as  carriers  the 
Russian  companies  act  as  commiesion  agents  for  native  merchants  in 
Kashgar  in  the  purchase  of  goods  from  Hussia.  In  doing  this  they 
incur  no  risks,  because  during  trnnsit  goods  are  in  their  hands,  and, 
even  after  anival  in  Kasligar,  remain  in  their  possession  until  pay- 
ment haii  l)eeu  made  fur  thcin. 
A  Paroel-Pott  Serriae  Heeded. 

(b)  Many  per»>n»  with  sinalt  eairital.  not.lWlne  at  YaTknud  and  Kliotan, 
wti^n  tliey  find  a  paiticular  claes  of  goods  in  social  detnanO,  would  llbe 
to  obtain  11  conslRiimont  of  tliem;  but  oa  they  liappeii  not  to  be  at  the  starling 
points  of  tite  oaruvHiiM  lliey  <lo  not  buy  from  Indli.  einiply  because  they  are 
deterred  by  all  the  (roiiblo  to  Iw  Incurred  In  arranging  for  transport  from  thu 
place  where  the  gooda  are  to  l>e  piirriiased  to  Ihe  (own  where  they  are  living, 
wbk-li  may  bo  at  a  eonf^kliirable  distance  from  Yarkand. 

To  meet  the  requirements  of  persons  so  situat«d,  can  a  parcel  post 
be  established  1  It  is  not  suggested  that  parcels  should  be  carried  at 
a  loss  to  tile  post  office,  but  that  rates  should  be  so  charged  as  to  cover 
all  expenses.  The  agency  mentioned  under  (a)  might  be  given  the 
carriage  of  such  postal  articles  between  Leh  and  Yarkand. 


'Vice  do«fl  nut  yet  exist,  but  there  Is  no  reason  why  It  should  not  be 
organized.  Rates  payable  need  not  necessarily  be  ace«rdlii|:  to  the  scale  laid 
down  for  Inner  ChInn,  hnt  may  be  so  enhanced  as  to  cover  cost*. 

If  it  bo  found  feasible  for  the  Indian  Postal  Department  to  estab- 
lish a  parcel-post  service  up  to  Yarkand,  can  the  Chinese  Directorate 
General  of  Posts  be  approached  with  a  view  to  connecting  at  Yaji-kand 
the  Cliinese  Parcel  Post  Service  with  that  of  India?  It  may  bo 
remarked  that  the  Chinese  Directorate  of  Posts  does  not  consist 
eimply  of  Chinese  dHcials,  but  that  it  contains  a  leaven  of  European 
experts,  able  and  willing  to  envisage  a  business  proposition.  i  ^ 


974  COUUESCB  SBPOBTS. 

Trade  ThroDgh  Knssla. 

(d)  British  trade  with  Chin&sc  Turltestan  need  not  esclusively 
travel  by  roads  between  India  and  the  New  Dominion  Province.  It 
may  be  worth  considering  whether,  in  the  new  economic  conditions 

■to  arise  out  of  the  war,  this  trade  may  be  concurrently  conducted 
through  Russia.  Before  the  war  a  certain  quantity  of  (ierman 
merchandise,  on  which  high  Ru5.sian  customs  duty  had  been  paid, 
was  imported  from  Russia  to  Kashgnr.  Prima  facie  tliere  should  be 
no  reason  why  after  the  war  British  goods  should  not  be  similarly 
imported.  Already  an  Anglo-Russian  Chamber  of  Coninierco  has 
been  established  at  Petrograd.  It  is  suggested  that  this  chamber 
should  pay  some  attention  to  Eastern  Turkestan  and  examine  the 
possibility  of  British  goods  already  in  the  markets  of  Russian 
Turkestan  being  forwarded  to  those  of  this  country. 

(e)  It  appears  that  parcels  can  be  sent  free  of  duty  through  the 
Russian  post  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  Persia.  Perhaps  after 
the  war  Russia  may  be  induced  to  extend  similar  transit  facilities 
for  parcels  for  Eastern  Turkestan  from  British  territory. 

A  bimoflthly  parcel  post,  whlcli  is  taken  advantage  of  by  Kash- 
garian  traders,  already  runs  from  Osh  to  Kashgar;  but  tliis  service 
is  un  an  inland  and  not  on  a  foreign  basis. 


FISHEBIES  C0N7EBENGE  COMPLETES  ITS  WOBE. 

The  American-Canadian  Fisheries  Conference  appointed  by  the 
Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Dominion  of  Canada  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  and  adjusting  the  differences  between  the  two 
countries  on  the  subject  of  the  fisheries  completed  its  work  at  the 
Hotel  Chnmplain,  New  York,  on  September  6  and  signed  a  unani- 
mous report  which  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States  and  to  tlie  Governor  in  C/Ouncil  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.  The  conference  held  its  first  session  in  the  City  of 
Washington  on  January  16,  1918,  and  later  conducted  hearings  in 
Boston;  Gloucester;  St.  John,  New  Brunswick;  Seattle,  Wash.; 
Prince  Rupert,  British  Columbia;  Ketchikan,  Alaska;  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia,  and  New  Westminster,  British  Columbia.  It  then 
met  in  Ottawa  and  adjourned  thence  tor  its  final  meeting  at  the 
Hotel  Champlain. 

The  report  of  the  conference  is  unanimous  on  all  the  subjects  con- 
sidered by  it,  and  it  is  hoped  will  lead  to  a  satisfactory  and  pei-ma- 
nent  solution  of  the  problems  considered. 


FBITSSIAN  COHPAinr  FOB  AOAICULTUAE  BESEABCH. 

ICommerclal  Altacfafi  PsdI  L.  Edoards,  Tbe  Hague,  Netbcrlanda,  Juno  S8.] 
According  to  the  Berliner  Eorsen-Zcitung  of  June  26,  a  movement 
is  on  foot  in  Berlin  to  establish  in  Prussia  a  company  for  agricultural 
research.  State  Secretary  Freiherr  von  Schorlemer-Liefer  says  that 
this  concern  would  neither  duplicate  nor  interfere  with  the  activities 
of  the  already  existing  Society  for  the  Advancement  of  Agronomy 
(Gesellschaft  zur  Forderung  der  Landwirtschaftswissenschaft),  nor 
Tvould  it  duplicate  the  activities  of  any  other  institution.  The  es- 
tablishment of  this  new  institution  appears  to  have  the  support  of 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture.  ,  -  i 

CiOOglc 
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SWISS  AUTOKOmiZ  8XATISTXCS. 
(Tin  OottHl  Fnoft  Bak^  Zulc^  A^t.  •■! 
.The  June  nnmber  of  Uie  Revue  du  Touring  Club  Suisse  ooHtalns 
statistics  of  the  number,  countries  of  origin,  and  maJus  of  the  »uto- 
moblies,  motor  tracks,  etc.,  in  Switzerland  on  Decanber  31,  1917, 
These  statistics,  which  are  uoderBtood  to  have  origioatcd  with  the 
Federal  Statistical  Bui-eau  nt  Berne,  and  which,  whoi  compared 
with  the  statistics  of  automobiles  in  Switzerland  on  April  30,  1913, 
as  published  by  the  same  bui'eau,  give  the  following  rc^lt.s : 


A«0IIM)W>3 

31,131?. 

M««tn»k,. 

*!«,  30,1*13. 

D« 

Aor-ii.-aa. 

Dee.31,m7. 

I.Ml 

K 

mbtr. 
1,05.1 

4SC 

Kimttr. 

1 

JAimh 

4,«S 

t.tn 

™ 

S,11S 

4,«M 

Particular  attention  is  drawn  to  the  increased  number  of  motor 
triirks  find  the  decreased  number  of  motorcycles.  The  former  is 
doubtless  diic  to  the  more  extended  use  of  motor  trucks  among  all 
chisses  and  for  all  pun>osos. 

An  iiicrense  is  uoted  in  tlic  number  of  American  vehicles.  There 
ifi  coQBidorabl«  internet  here  now  iii  American  automobiles,  particu- 
larly the  serviceable  lut  cheaper  classes.  One  drawback,  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  with  regard  to  ..Viitei'ican  automobiles  has  be(»t 
the  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary  tircti  of  American  make. 


coNsinoir  of  cbops  is  yabxotjth  district. 

[Conml  John  3.  C.  Walsun.  Yarmouth,  N'ova  StoUo,  ConailB,  Aug.  M.] 

On  the  whole,  the  midsummer  conditiou  of  tlm  crops  in  the  Yar- 
mouth district  is  satisfactory,  and  if  the  presait  favorable  weather 
continues,  the  farmera  will  have  an  extra  good  year. 

Frost  did  considerable  damage  to  the  hay  in  June,  and  it  was 
feared  that  there  would  be  only  half  of  tJie  average  crop.  However, 
the  hay  was  not  injured  as  much  as  was  at  fu'St  tliought,  and  accord- 
ing to  present  prospects  the  yield  will  be  about  75  per  cent  of  a 
normal  crop.  On  improved  farm  land  it  will  be  even  better.  All 
the  cereals  and  root  vegetables  arc  from  25  to  50  per  cent  better  than 
they  were  at  tliis  time  last  ycai'.  These  crops  gave  average  yields 
last  year  and  promise  to  yield  record  crops  this  year. 

All  kinds  of  fruit  in  this  district  were  far  below  standard  at 
midsummer,  according  to  reports  recently  received.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  yield  in  apples,  which  is  the  principal  crop,  will  be  between 
400j000  and  500,000  barrels,  in  comparison  with  7-!5,000  barrels  in 
1917.    The  aTwage  apple  cn^  is  1,000,000  barrels. 

CiOOt^lc 
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OLD  EAIIWAT  TIES  FOU  FUII. 

[Consul  E.  Tcrne  Richardson,  Moncton,  New  Brnosvlck,  Ctaadi.  Sopt,  S.I 
The  general  siiperintendent  of  the  Canadian  Goremment  Rail- 
Wiiys  hiis  issued  from  his  offices  in  Moncton  a  circular  to  district 
superintendents,  in  (he  terms  of  which  the  giving  away  of  old  rail- 
May  ties  to  he  used  as  fuel  is  authorized  in  approved  cases.  Tho 
circular  i-cads : 

In  locnlU.lM  wherp  there  Is  likely  to  be  a  sliortage  of  fuel,  or  where  they  ran 
be  iiseil  at  fuel,  old  ties  omy  be  t;iveu  away  to  tiartles  luuklng  pi'0|>er  appll- 
eatlon  to  you  for  Knnie,  during  this  senxou,  care  to  be  taken  that  uo  ties  of 
Huy  value  to  tlie  rullwny  ore  glveo  away,  also  that  all  espouses  in  connection 
with  the  removing  of  theeie  are  borne  by  llie  parties  to  whom  they  are  given. 
Furthermore,  cai-e  should  be  taken  to  see  'that  no  person  is  given  a  monopoly 
of  the  old  tle.'^  They  should  be  distributed  einonK  the  persons  needing  them, 
beet  possible,  and  also  a  cun'C(;t  record  should  be  kept  of  the  ties  giveu  away, 
to  wlioin  and  wheu,_ 

PBOFOSALS  FOR  aOTEEN]ffENT   STTFPLXES  AnS   C0HSTB1TCTI0H. 

tCDrnspootlcnfe  Bbould  i>e  direct  with  (lie  offlcei  Dompd,  and  speclfl cations  and  othpr 
iDrbrmatlon  can  iisuatry  lie  ubCalnod  at  the  pnlntK  where  the  gnodii  are  to  be  delivered 
nr  the  work  la  to  he  performed.  lu  caaea  where  the  time  limit  la  too  ahort  to  permit 
llrroii  to  submit  tenders,  lliey  abould  aak  to  be  placed  on  the  nulling;  llsta  of  auch  oOlcea 
to  receive  notices  culllus  Ear  luture  Eupplles  or  woili  of  a  almllar  nature.] 

ilitceliancoua  arliclet.  No.  5402. — Sealed  projiosals  wlU  bn  received  at  the  offlce 
of  the  Quartermuster.  109  East  Sixteenth  Street,  New  York,  M.  T.,  until 
September  10,  1918,  for  fiirnisliliig  poles  and  pins,  shelter  tent,  color  staffs 
complete,  sleeve  imlfnfu,  hooks  and  eyes,  0.  I.  veni  rings,  and  braid  and 
brouze  buttons, 

Ucatfng  apparatftt.  No.  54011. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Depnrlment  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  Septemijer  30,  1018,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  penitentiary, 
T^avenwortli,  Kans.,  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus  for  the  west  main 
ceil  wlug. 

Hcpair  of  light  lessrf,  No.  5404.— Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  by  the  Sn- 
perlntendeut  of  Lighthouses,  Tonipkinsvilie,  N.  Y.,  nntll  Septenii>er  IG,  1918, 
for  docking  and  reiialrlng  Ambrose  Cbnunel  Light  VesseL 

Stamp-boot  conntruction.  No.  M05.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Supen-lsing  Ai-chitecfs  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D,  C., 
until  Octolwr  7,  1018,  for  a  new  stamp  booth  in  lobby  and  vestibule  for  car- 
riers' entrance  of  the  post-oflice  building  at  BridgeiHirt,  Conn. 

Building  constnictimt.  No.  5406. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  tlie  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office.  Treasury  Dei>arttneut,  Wasliington,  D.  C,  until 
September  30,  1018,  for  the  construction  of  attendants'  quarters  for  the 
uariue  hospital  at  Detroit,  Mich. 
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ASGEirmiE  SVOAB  SITtTATION. 
(Conaul  General  W.  Hcnrj  Boberteon,  Baenos  Aires,  Jul;  SO.] 

The  price  of  sugar  is  daily  mounting  higher  iu  Argentina,  due 
to  the  damaging  effects,  first,  of  heavy  frosts  and  then  of  warm 
weather  in  the  sugar-producing  district  of  this  Kepublic.  It  is  now 
estimated  that  the  coming  harvest  of  sugar  will  be  frqaa  COjOOO  tg 
TOjOOO  tons  short  of  the  amount  required  for  home  conEwaption. 

Tlie  following  extract  from  an  article  in  tlie  Keview  of  the  Kiver 
Plate  throws  considerable  light  upon  tlie  sugar  situation  in  Ar-* 
gentina: 
Anticipated  Shortage— High  Prion  Aiked. 

Recent  Qdrices  from  Tumman  nnd  other  notnir-rrodnciiiK  centers  indicate 
tliat,  on  account  of  the  beat  which  has  prerolled  during  the  past  few  days 
In  Uioso  regions,  the  hopes  hitherto  held  by  sagar  growere  ol  being  nble  t» 
harvest  all  of  tlie  cane  elUI  standing — which,  in  spite  ot  frost  darunge, 
might  have  given  an  appreciable  engar  yield — have  been  defrauded.  The  hot 
weather  has  caused  decomposition  of  the  caue  to  set  In,  and  many  plantations 
ore  DOW  not  worth  harvesting.  Tucuman,  the  Miinir  production  of  wbicb  was 
calculated  about  a  monlh  ago  at  140,000  to  150,000  toiis,  will  not  now  yield 
more  tliau  SO.OOO  or  90,000  tons;  and  even  Jujuy,  which  might  have  produced 
60.000  tons,  will  DOW  probably  give  only  about  45,000.  The  total  sngar  pro- 
duction of  the  country  this  year  may  now  be  calculated  at  only  130.000  to 
140,000  tons,  leavlnK  a  deficit  of  00.000  to  70,000  Ions  ou  home  couauiuptioQ 
requirements  up  to  the  time  of  next  year's  han-est. 

It  Is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will  act  without  delay  to  apsura 
that  the  arrival  of  foreign  sugar  shall  quickly  o|>eratc  with  s.nlutary  effects 
vpqa  the  speculators  who  have  cornered  the  national  product  and  have  thus 
caused  U  to  rise  to  ever  higlier  prices.  Itellned  sugar  In  bags  Is  ali-eady  being 
quotetl  OD  tills  market  ot  7.1S  paper  pesos  net  cash  per  10  kilos  [$0,145  a 
pound],  whole-sale,  at  which  figure  the  Itellnoria  de  Buenos  Aires  has  made 
some  sales.  Tucuman  refiners  ore  now  aaUing  CSO  pesos  [JO.l.'lS  n  ponndl  on 
wagon,  Tucuman,  for  the  same  cln^s  of  sugar — etfulvaleut,  after  adding  freight, 
to  T.IO  pesos  [$0,144  a  pound]  on  this  market 

Taking  into  account  tlie  profit  which  Hia  wholesalers  and  the  retailers 
ecpect.  it  Is  not  eitrprlslug  that  rofiucd  lump  sugar  now  costs  Iiore  retail  SO 
centavos  per  kilo  [?0.]fl2  a  poundl.  Itedued  sugiir  In  cuhcs  is  held  in  very 
few  hands,  and  the  fortunate  holders  are  asking  up  to  7  pesos  per  net  case 
of  8J  kilos  [¥0-167  a  iiouud].  Ground  and  granulated  sugars  ni-e  now  quoted 
78928°— 18  OTT 
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on  tMa  market  SO  to  60  centavos  below  the  reOfied,  acconJIng  to  Qtudlty,    The 
speculation  is  greatly  favored  by  the  Efcarclty  of  all  classes  ot  sogar  in  the 
littoral  markets. 
Otkor  Toetars  Affecting  Frloea, 

The  scarcity  of  engar  in  the  coDsmnliig  centers  la  attrlbnted  to  the  fact  that 
the  railways  are  giving  preference  to  wood-fuel  transport    •    •    • 

Moreover,  nn  important  factor  In  tbe  sugar  marlcet  is  now  absent:  that  Is 
the  Reflnerla  Argentina  of  Rosarlo,  which  has  always  made  a  dead  set  against 
unbridled  specnlation.  It  was  that  institution  wblcb  at  tbe  beginning  of  last 
month  brought  about  a  big  reduction  In  Offices  tbrough  placing  upon  the  mar- 
kets of  Buenos  Aires,  Rosarlo,  and  Santa  Fe  8,000  tons  of  refined  sugar  at  5.96 
peaos  I$2.8dl  In  bates  (crushed)  and  6.75  pesos  [$2.57]  In  cui>e  form,  In  cases 
of  8)  kilos  [18.7  pounds]  net  But  toKlay  the  Refineria  ArgenUna  Quds  Itself 
out  of  stock,  and  it  can  not  undertake  tbe  refining  of  the  sugar  of  tbe  new 
harvest  as  this  is  not  arriving  because  of  the  lack  of  railway  cars.  Tbe  ab- 
sence from  tbe  market  of  so  Important  a  factor  is  anotlier  of  the  caoses  of 
tbe  present  scarcity  and  high  price  of  sugar. 

CVLTITAIIOH  OP  OLUfllKOUS  FL&HTS  DT  OEBKAHT. 

According  to  the  Rheinisch-Westfalische  Zeitung,  the  foUowing 
details  were  given  recently  in  the  Reichstag  regarding  the  cultiyation 
of  oleaginous  plants  in  Germany : 

In  1913  the  areas  under  oleaginous  plants  and  textile  plants,  respec- 
tively, were  approximately  34,000  and  17,000  hectares  (84,000  and 
42,000  acres) ;  m  1917  the  corresponding  figures  were  82,000  and 
33,000  (202,625  and  81,550  acres).  The  factors  militating  a^inst 
any  further  important  increase  in  the  cultivation  of  (Meagioous 
plants  are  the  lack  of  space,  the  great  risk  involved  in  this  cultivation, 
the  varying  climatic  conditions,  and  the  Jack  of  expert  knowledge  in 
agricultural  circles  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  fruits. 
Agriculturists  will  be  permitted  to  retain  for  their  own  use  a  pro- 
portion of  the  oilseeds  cultivated  by  them. 

Instead  of  distributing  the  oil  among  the  general  public,  it  ap- 
pears advisable  to  work  it  up  into  mar^rine  by  the  addition  of  bone 
extract,  other  vegetable  substances,  and  water,  in  view  of  the  larger 

Joantity  thus  made  available  for  distribution.  The  War  Committee 
Dr  Oils  and  Fats  promotes  the  cultivation  of  oleaginous  plants  by 
makine  cultivation  contracts  and  by  providing  an  adequate  supply  of 
artificial  fertilizers. 

STANBAIU)  SHIPS  BEDTO  BiniT  AT  HONOEONO. 

[Coasur  A.  E.  CarUau,  BoDsltoOg.  British  China,  Jul;  30.] 

The  British  Government  has  contracted  with  the  Hongkong  and 
iWhampoa  Dock  Co.  (Ltd.) ,  Hongkong,  for  the  construction  of  six 
standard  steel  ships.  These  ships  are  now  in  hand  and  the  first 
vessel  will  be  launched  shortly.  The  dimensions  of  this  first  boat 
will  be  325  by  45  by  26  feet,  having  a  carrying  capacity  of  6,000  tons. 
This  vessel  has  been  constructed  from  American  manufactured  steel 
materials. 

'  Five  other  standard  ships  are  in  hand  in  this  dockyard,  taxh  of 
8,000  tons  carrying  capacity;  their  dimensions  are  400  by  82  1:^  81 
feet.  Four  of  these  vessels  will  be  built  of  American  steel  materialfl 
and  the  fifth  one  of  Britjjsh  steeL 
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IXPBOTED  CTTBAH  HABEET  fOS  SHOW-WIiniOW  EQUIFHEST. 

[TIee  Consal  Albert  F.  Nofcc,  Ctentaego*,  Auc-  30.] 
The  rigid  enforcement,  since  August  1,  1918,  of  the  law  providing 
for  the  closing;  of  all  stores,  at  6  p.m.,  has  had  the  singular  effect 
of  improving  the  market  for  show-window  equipment  in  the  Cien- 
fuegos  district,  and  in  the  entire  island  of  Cuba,  as  well. 

The  stores  in  this  district  are,  as  a  rule,  not  provided  with  glass 
^ow  windows,  only  a  few  of  the  more  progressive  shops  boasting 
such  a  luxury.  Until  August  1,  1918,  the  absence  of  show  windows 
was  not  seriously  felt,  inasmuch  as  it  was  customary  to  leave  op«n 
the  very  ample  doors  of  the  various  establishments  after  the  official 
hour  for  closing,  thus  affording  the  public  a  view  of  the  goods 
displayed  within.  Since  that  date,  however,  the  closing  of  all  stores 
has  been  enforced  literally.  Not  only  may  there  be  no  sales  after 
6  o'clock,  but  the  doors  of  the  establiehmenta  must  remain  closed. 
Thus  the  shops  poEsessing  no  show  windows  are  placed  at  a  marked 
disadvantage  as  compared  with  their  more  fortimate  competitors, 
inasmuch  as  there  is  no  opportunity  for  them  to  display  their  wares, 
which  amounts  to  the  Same  as  advei'tising  them,  after  6  p.  m.  As  a 
result,  the  market  for  show-window  equipment  has  noticeably 
improved. 

(Vice  Consul  Nofer  tronsmltted  with  the  forpgolng  report  a  list  of  Clonfueiroa 
merchants  who  might  be  lutereNteO  la  sltow-wlodow  flxtares.  lliiB  list  may  be 
pbt&lned  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
and  cooperative  ofQces  upon  referring  to  file  No.  105496.] 


FUTVBE  OF  conon'  OROwma  m  turkey. 

(Board- of  Trade  Jouroal,  Au(t.  8.| 

The  Adana  correspondent  of  a  Constantinople  paper  asserts  that, 
though  the  war  has  been  the  cause  of  many  sad  events,  it  has  pro- 
duced bright  prospects  for  Turkey  in  the  domains  of  ngrieirltUre, 
industry,  and  commerce.  The  country  possesses  a  rich  soil,  valuable 
minerals,  rivers,  lakes,  and  other  natural  resoui-ces,  which  are  to  be 
developed  on  scientific  lines  after  the  war.  Since  the  war  began, 
Ottoman  and  foreign  experts  have  been  exploring  the  country,  where 
there  are  still  millions  of  acres  of  uncultivated  and  virgin  soil ;  and 
the  budget  has  made  ample  provision  for  opening  them  up. 

The  vilayets  of  Adana  and  Aijlen  alone  are  capable  of  producing 
enormous  quantities  of  cotton  if  proper  methods  are  employed.  In- 
deed, this  authority  states,  Asia  Minor  and  Mesopotamia  could  grow 
enough  cotton  to  supply  the  whole  world.  Hitherto  the  labor  and 
irrigation  problems  have  proved  obstacles ;  but  when  peace  is  declared 
and  these  handicaps  are  got  rid  of,  there  should  be  extraordinary  de- 
velopments in  cotton  growing  in  Turkey. 


PEOPOSED  BRITISH  lUXUET  TAX. 

Commercial  Attach^  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  in  London,  England,  has 
transmitted  a  newspaper  clipping  giving  the  full  text  of  the  report 
oi  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Luxury 
Tax,  including  a  list  of  all  articles  proposed  for  taxation.  The  docu- 
ment may  be  examined  in  the  Bureau  and  inquiries  regarding  the 
proposed  measure  will  be  answered  upon  request. 
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BAZSnra-  OP  NECE8SAIIT  CKTOS  IE  ZEX  ] 

(ConmciciU  AttacM  Paul  i.  Bdwatdi^  "n*  BagM,  Julj  IT.] 

The  Dntnh  Minister  of  Ajjicnltare  rocemtly  aimoimced  the  gen- 
eral policies  that  would  ^de  him  in  adopting  Tarioos  agricultural 
measures  during  the  coming  year.    The  following  may  be  noted: 

The  minister  is  opposed  in  general  to  regulations  prescribing  the 
planting  of  ^leciSc  crops.  A  bill  ia  now  before  tne  Legislature 
(called  the  Wijziging  in  the  Di^ribntiewet,  or  Modification  of  Dis- 
tribution Law)  which  would  empower  the  minister  to  direct  the 
planting  of  crops  that  he  might  think  desirable.  Thus  far  he  has 
been  able  to  exercise  this  power  only  indirectly,  for  the  distributiiMi 
law  as  in  force  up  to  the  present,  gives  the  minister  authority  only 
to  forbid  the  planting  of  certain  crops  when  in  his  opini<m  other 
aape  are  more  to  be  desired  for  food  and  feed  stuffs.  It  is  uncer- 
tain at  present  whether  iha  modified  distribution  law  will  pass  the 
Legidatnre.  In  any  case,  the  minister  intends  to  fallow  a  policy 
of  encouraging  the  produt^ion  of  desired  crops  by  a  systam  of  nla- 
tarely  attractive  profits. 
Moei  Fixed  foi  19IB  and  1910  Cmpt. 

The  minister  states  that  the  general  policy  which  he  has  been  fol- 
lowing with  regard  to  prices  ror  various  crops  will  be  maintained. 
To  encourage  the  conversion  of  meadow  lana  into  agrioiltural  and 
horticulture  land,  the  prioes  of  cattle  and  dairy  products  will  not 
be  increased  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  prices  for  peas,  beans, 
potatoes,  cole  seed,  bread  cereals,  etc.,  whiidi,  according  to  the  min- 
ister, are  of  more  pressing  need  for  human  consumption  than  dairy 
products  and  cattle.  The  maximum  or  guaranteed  prices  for  articles 
of  high  food  value  for  human  consumption  will  foe  so  placed  as 
great^  to  encourage  the  production  of  those  articles,  while  the  prices 
tor  articles  of  minor  food  value  will  be  fixed  proportionately  slighUy 
lower. 

The  following  table  shows  the  prices  fixed  by  the  Minister  of  Ag- 
riculture on  Ju^  6,  1918,  for  the  articles  mentioned  of  the  1918  and 
1919  crops: 
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Be^latton  of  Crops — Attemitt  to  IncroBie  CnltlTated  Area. 

The  growing  of  caraway  seed,  which  is  principally  an  export 
product,  is  to  be  entirely  prohibited ;  the  production  of  fine  seeds  and 
of  flax  will  probably  be  left  unaltered ;  and  the  area  of  land  devoted 
to  the  production  of  sugar  beets  is  to  be  reduced  so  as  to  produce 
only  a  large  enough  crop  to  supply  the  home  requirements  of  sugar. 
Certain  regulations,  the  nature  of  which  has  not  yet  been  determined, 
will  bo  instituted  to  govern  the  planting  of  hemp,  medicinal  plants, 
■willow  reeds,  and  flower  seeds. 

A  law  is  now  before  the  States-General,  which  will  empower  the 
minister  to  direct  the  conversion  of  meadowland  into  agricultural 
and  horticultural  land.  The  minister  states  that  it  is  bis  intention 
to  nse  tiiia  power  to  secure  an  additional  100,000  hectares  (247,000 
acres).  In  1916  the  total  cultivated  area  in  the  Netherlands  was 
950,000  hectares  (2,846,500  acres).  aTid  the  total  meadowland  area 
was  about  1,125,000  hectares  (2,778,750  acres).  It  is  also  notevrorthv 
that  during  the  last  47  years  only  about  50,000  hectares  (123,50<l) 
acres)  haslueen  added  to  tlio  country's  cultivated  acreage.  An  ex- 
pert commission  is  already  making  a  census  of.  the  meadowland 
and  will  consult  with  the  minister  and  advise  the  fanners  how  best 
to  comply  with  the  so-called  Coiiversion  of  Meadowland  Law 
should  it  pass  the  legislature. 

The  minister  states  that  the  raising  of  coleseed  will  be  specially 
encouraged,  in  view  of  the  oil  value  of  that  crop. 


SECItXASED  EZFOBTS  FBOK  GENOA  TO  THE  II5ITEB  STATES.    [ 

There  was  a  large  decrease  in  the  exports  of  olive  oil  from  Genoa, 
Italy,  to  the  United  States  during  the  second  quarter  of  1918  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  in  1917  according  to  invoices 
certified  at  the  American  consulate  general.  Other  important  de- 
crcft^isa  were  in  quicksilver  and  glue  stock.  Broom  com  amounting 
to  430  tons  valued  at  $107.R90  was  shipped  for  the  United  States 
during  the  1918  period,  while  none  was  invoiced  last  year.  The  fol- 
lowing were  tho  articles  invoiced  for  the  United  States,  with  their 
value : 
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f  AXXiniE  OF  ABGEVTZHE  COOFEK&TITX  WIRE  AWOGUXIOB. 

[CoDiul  Gancnl  W.  Benir  BobertMD,  Bommm  Alna,  Jolj  SO.] 

Ia  CooperatiTa  YitiTinieola  de  Mondozft,  the  cooperative  aaao- 
ciatioQ  formed  by  the  authorities  of  the  Province  of  Mendoza  in 
January  of  1917  to  overcome  the  problem  of  overproduction  of 
grapes,  has  met  with  disaster.  It  has  failed  in  its  avowed  purpose 
and  its  affairs  are  now  being  liquidated  by  a  Government  commis- 
aioD.  It  seems  that  frauds  of  all  sorts  were  practised  upon  the  asso- 
ciation, which  the  commission  is  now  busily  investigating. 

The  Cooperativa  was  organized  early  last  year  by  Enrique  Gamiz 
and  counted  3,077  m«nbers,  2,477  being  grape  growers  only  and 
600  both  grape  growers  and  wine  makers.  Air.  Gamiz  claimed  that 
the  chief  opposition  to  the  association  came  from  some  500  wine 
makers  who  buy  ^apee  and  about  dO  grape  and  wine  brokers,  who 
desired  to  buy  cheaply  and  sell  at  a  fancy  profit    It  was  the  grape 

f  rower  who  had  no  wine  making  machineiy  with  which  to  convert 
is  grapes  into  wine  who  suffered  most.  He  found  that  the  wine 
makers  would  buy  his  grapes  only  after  they  had  utilised  their  own. 
Probably  one-half  of  the  proprietors  of  the  160,550  acres  of  vine- 

Eards  in  the  Province  of  Mendoza  were  only  gr^pe  growers,  and 
ence  the  Cooperativa  was  to  be  their  salvmtion.  The  policy  of  the 
management  of  the  Cooperativa  was  not  to  increase  the  consumpCian 
of  wine  but  rather  to  effect  a  high  price  by  preventing  an  ovcrsupply. 
A  Solutloii  t*  Being  SouBht— Totelen  Trade. 

Just  what  is  the  solution  of  Argentina's  wine  problem  is  being 
fre^  discussed,  and  it  may  be  that  some  action  will  be  taken  by 
the  Federal  Government  to  alleviate  the  situaticsi.  The  Association 
.of  Wine  Makers  has  printed  a  booklet  giving  its  view  of  the  matter, 
and  its  main  complaint  seems  to  be  the  extremely  high  price  that 
^M  Argtaittne  consumer  must  pay  for  his  wine.  It  is  at^ued  that  the 
Frendunan  consumes  ISO  liters  of  wine  annuaUy  because  wine  is 
cheap,  and  that  the  Argentinian  cfHisumes  only  70  liters  per  year 
because  it  is  expensive.  The  association  wishes  to  increase  consump- 
tion by  cheapening  the  wine  to  the  consumer,  and  claims  tiist  high 
freights  and  excessive  profits  by  the  wholesalers  and  dealers  in  wine 
are  the  causes  of  the  high  price  of  wine  in  a  wine-producing  counti^ 
-where  the  cost  of  production  is  as  low  as  that  of  France  or  Italy.       ' 

Argentina  annually  exports  about  100,000  casks  of  wine  to  Brazil, 
which  country  imports  more  than  twice  that  quantity  from  Portu- 
gal. At  least  one  shipment  of  Argentine  wine  has  been  made  during 
1^18  to  South  Africa.  It  is  due  to  the  shortage  of  casks  and  to  the 
high  freights  that  the  exportation  of  wine  from  here  is  not  being 
greatly  increased.  The  better-grade  wines  are  imported  into  Argen- 
tjna  from  Europe,  although  some  first-class  wines  are  made  here. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTBEAU  OF  FOKEIQN  ASH  DOKESTIC  COXHEBCS. 
coopiUTiTE  omen. 
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'       IIEW  ZEAIAKD  TSADE  nOTJBES  FOB  SIX  KOKTHS. 
[Connnl  QcDcral  Altred  A.  IVIdbIov,  Auckland,  Aug.  0.] 

The  imports  into  Now  Zealand  for  the  first  six  months  of  1918 
Mere  valued  at  $55,867,182,  as  compared  with  $51,535,211  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1917,  and  $55,595,363  for  the  same  period  of  1914; 
but  on  going  over  the  different  items  it  seems  clear  that  tlie  actual 
quantity  imported  was  much  less  than  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1914,  and  somewhat  less  than  for  the  like  period  in  1917,  since  prices 
have  greatly  advanced  since  the  first  date  and  materially  increased 
along  almost  all  lines  since  1917. 

This  has  caused  a  marked  shortage  in  nearly  every  line  of  imports, 
unless  it  be  preserved  fish,  preserved  milk  and  cream,  mineral  lubri- 
cating oil,  brandy,  gin,  rum,  whisky,  tea,  cigarettes,  unmanufactured 
tobacco,  and  salt;  with  very  marked  shortages  in  drapery,  glass, 
glasiiware,  hardware,  hosiery,  pig  iron,  leatlier,  fertilizer,  benziue, 
gasoline,  kerosene,  musical  instruments,  woolen  piece  goods,  and 
tinned  sheets, 

Talie  of  Imports  troni  Bach  Conntrr. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  import,  including 
specie,  from  each  country,  for  the  first  six  months  of  1918,  as  com- 
pared with  the  same  period  in  1917  and  1914: 
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It  will  be  noted  by  the  above  table  that  the  imports  from  tho 
United  Kingdom  showed  a  marked  decrease  dnring  the  first  six 
months  of  1918,  as  compared  with  the  first  six  months  of  1914 
and  1917,  with  large  pains  from  Canada,  Australia,  China, 
Japan,  and  the  United  States,  the  United  States  having  made 
about  as  great  a  gain  as  the  United  Kingdom  lost.  The  gain  from 
Australia  is  prolMibly  due  largely  to  re-sliipmcnts  from  the  United 
States  and  United  Kingdom.  The  increase  from  Japan  is  a  legiti- 
mate increase  during  the  war  period  at  least,  and  will  doubtless  con- 
tinue until  some  time  after  the  close  of  hostiliies,  for  the  manu- 
facturers of  that  country  arc  supplying  large  quantities  of  drapery, 
chemicals,  hardware,  carfhcnware,  paper,  and  fancy  goods.  If 
American  manufacturers  can  get  supplies  forwa'ril  thie  American  im- 
ports will  contiqac  to  greatly  increase,  since  fhJS  Country  is  calying 
more  and  more  ctn  American  supplies.    The  out-look  is  good,"and  it  will 


pay  American  manafacturers  and  exporters  to  study  Ais  maricet  and 

meet  the  demands  so  far  as  possible. 

In  support  of  the  above  the  following  is  taken  from  the  New  Zea- 
land Herald's  commercial  column  of  August  8,  1918,  and  is  moch  to 
the  point: 

Wholesale  bdRlness  le  cleclij^ly  qnlet  tbls  week;  a  certnin  TOlnroe  of  trade 
Is  contlounllf  paasing,  but  there  are  do  new  shipments  or  fresh  suppUcs  of  any 
kind  to  auBtnent  onr  diminishing  stoclis,  and  It  has  now  beccnne  almost  ao 
unwtltteD  law  with  the  merchants  to  cut  dowD  all  orders  as  much  as  poeslbla 
Tbe  same  policy  ia  followed  In  a  minor  sense  by  the  retailers.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  cost  of  production  and  ever-increasing  freights  are  pTIlns  up  coats  In 
all  lines— which,  in  turn,  naturally  restricts  the  buying  capacity  of  the  con- 
sumer, but  howeTer  high  prices  may  seem  to-day  we  firmly  believe  we  have  not 
readied  the  top  yet. 
a«Btttitr  «Bd  TBlae  of  Ytlnotpal  Imports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  imports,  including  specie,  by  articles 
fw  the  first  six  months  of  1918,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  io 
1917,  by  quantities  when  possible,  and  by  values  in  all  cases: 
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ShortftK^  of  BhlpplaK  TmIIIUm  tor  Szportt. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  any  definite  figures  relative  to  exports, 
mnce  notliijig  relinl)Ic  rms  been  published  covering  the  total  exports, 
but  from  the  best  information  obtainable  it  is  evident  that  the  ex- 
ports fell  far  short  of  the  first  sue  months  of  1917  for  lack  of  &h4>- 
ping  space.  The  freezing  works  and  warehouses  of  the  country  ara 
crowded  with  supplies  ready  for  export,  the  value  having  been  esti- 
mated at  about  $125,000,000.  It  is  expected  that  much  of  tlus  can  be 
gotten  forward  within  the  next  three  or  four  months,  since  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  many  steamers  to  remove  this  surplus, 
which  is  largely  food  products. 


JUTE  nrousniY  nr  cttba. 

ICodbdIh  AAslsUBt  Oeorie  A.  Mtklaaaa,  Oirdviwa,  Aot  38.1 

La  Prensa  of  August  36  announces  the  formation  of  a  powerful 
corporation  for  the  cultivation  of  fibrous  plants  and  the  manufacture' 
of  jnte  sacks  for  use  in  the  Cuban  sugar  industry.  A  wdl-known. 
indicate  of  Habana  bankers  is  to  take  care  of  the  financial  end  of 
the  undertaking. 

The  newly  formed  corporation  proposes  to  engage  in  agriculture  ■ 
on  a  large  scale,  planting  not  only  jute  and  other  fiorous  plants,  but 
castor  beans,  peanuts,  etc.  It  is  said  that  arrangemente  are  now 
being  completed  whereby  huge  quantities  of  jute  seed  will  be 
pnrdiased  in  India  and  shipped  to  Cuba  for  planting.  It  is  hoped 
that  10,000,000  pounds  of  lute  will  be  grown  in  Cuba  within  the 
coming  year;  and  with  modern  decorticating  machinery  already  on' 
hand  tor  the  extraction  of  the  fiber,  existing  textile  mills  ^oula  be 
able  to  start  work  on  the  sacks  without  delay. 


K  otmatCT- woitb  sftTing  f«r.    SiqrXliilH 
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dOUMBBOB  BBFOKM. 
SWEDISH  TBASE  &  SHIPPDra  00. 

jcnhasen   PolHlken,  tranamlttcd  l^  Commercial 
Audersoq,  CoEWaluiKeD,  Denmark,  Jul;  13.1 

Swedish  industry  during  the  war  has  had  a  considorable  boom,  and 
Sweden  has  taken  a.  prominent  place  in  the  efforts  made  in  all  coun- 
tries as  a  result  of  the  war  to  become  independent  of  foreign  indus- 
try, trade,  and  shipping.  During  the  war  several  trading  companiea 
have  been  formed  with  hirge  capital,  the  object  of  which  is  to  intro- 
duce Swedish  industrial  products  on  foreign  markets  and  at  the  same 
time  satisfy  the  demands  for  imports  of  raw  materials  for  indus- 
trial and  other  purposes. 

Alitieselsknbet  Svenslt  Handels  og  S^fartskompagni  (Swedish 
Trade  and  Shipping  Co.  (Ltd.))  is  an  important- tombination  of 
this  kind,  formed  in  July,  1917,  by  a  number  Of  large  industrial, 
mining,  trading,  and  shipping  interests.  The  aggregate  and  fully 
paid-in  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  S),250,000  crowns.  The  com- 
pany has  been  able,  through  its  trade  organization  for  Swedish  ex- 
port, to  combine  with  a  majority  of  tlie  most  important  Swedish 
industrial  works  and  has  special  departments  for  the  most  important 
Swedish  export  articles,  such  as  woodwork,  wood  pulp  and  paper, 
iron  and  steel,  machinery,  etc 
&l  trcl  of  EckHstvaa  Steel  Vaotorte*. 

The  company  is  directly  interested  in  and  controls  a  number  of 
large  Swedish  factories,  especiallv  within  the  well-known  Eskilstuna 
steel  industry.  Some  of  these  factories  are  B,  &  O.  Liberg's  fac- 
tories in  Rosenfors,  which  manufacture  axes,  scissors,  skates,  chisels 
and  planes,  screwdrivers,  and  similar  steel  tools;  the  Aktiebolag 
Klas  Tdmblom,  manufacturing  the  well-known  razors,  also  surgical 
instruments  and  similar  products  of  fine  wortananship;'the  Aktie- 
bolag Eskilstuna  Tongs  Factory,  manufacturing  the  well-known  ham- 
mers, tongs,  and  other  coarser  tools  for  smiths. 

In  addition  to  these  various  branches  of  the  Eskilstuna  steel  in- 
dustry with  wliich  the  company  has  combined,  there  are  also  other 
closely  related  enterpriseSj  of  which  may  be  specially  mentioned 
Aktiebolaget  Priorvterket  m  NorrkSping,  pcrhai^  the  largest  plant 
in  Europe  for  building  materials  of  all  kinds,  rivets,  nf^^  screws, 
magnets,  etc.;  Aktiebolaget  Motor  og  Baadva-rkstederne  (motor  and 
boat  works)  in  Upsala,  which  makes  boats  and  smaller  motors;  0st- 
lunds  mekaniske  Vserksteder  (mechanical  works)  in  Kung80r,  which 
makes  first-class  machinery  for  maldng  tools,  screw  automats,  etc 
,  All  the  export  trade  of  these  industries  is  carried  on  through  Svensk 
Handels  og  S^fartskompagnict  to  the  most  distant  markets.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  enterprises  mentioned,  a  special  export  company  has  been 
formed  under  the  name  of  Aktiebolaget  Svenska  Jilm  &  lluiskinkom- 
pagnlet,  which  already  has  a  well-developed  export  organization  in 
iron  work  and  engines  and  which  is  working  exclusively  in  Denmark, 
Norway,  and  Sweden. 

This  large  combination  within  the  Eskilstuna  steel  industry  b 
probably  the  first  in  Sweden  of  any  size  and  having  the  special  ob- 
)cct  of  promotion;  Eskilstuna  products  on  foreign  markets.  Great 
extensions  have  already  taken  place  within  the  enterprises  named  in 
order  to  specialize  in  the  manufacture  of  the  various  products  and 
thus  be  able  to  compete  on  the  foreign  markets. 
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Coatrol  of  MlwT  Bnterpiliw. 

Svensk  Handels  og  S0fartskompa^et  recently  took  the  initiative 
in  starting  the  insurance  company  Svenska  Veritas,  which  is  espe- 
cially interested  in  the  insurance  of  goods.  The  founders  of  this  com- 
pany are  SVenek  Handela  og  S0fartikompagniet,  together  with  about 
120  other  companies,  firms,  and  privata  persons,  all  representing  the 
most  im[>ortant  marine-insurance  interests  in  Swedes.  In  January  of 
this  year  Svensk  Handele  og  S0fartskompagniet  bought  the  Pellerin 
Margarine  Factory  in  Gioteborg,  the  largest  establishment  of  its  kind 
in  Sweden.  A  combination  has  also  been  made  with  one  of  Sweden^ 
largest  and  most  important  grocery  firms,  Handelsaktieselskabet  Q, 
Str^i^r^  &  Co.,  which  will  take  over  Svensk  Handels  og  S0f arts- 
kompagniet's  import  of  coffee  and  other  groceries  into  Sweden. 
Str0mmrg  &  Co,  at  present  has  its  main  office  in  Helsingborg,  a  cen- 
tral office  in  Stockholm,  and  branches  in  (joteborg,  Malro0,  Halmstad, 
Gefie,  and  New  York.  Last  year  Svensk  Handel  oe  S0fartsk<»n- 
pagntet  built  a  factory  near  Smedsing  in  the  GeSe  district,  where 
various  oils,  turpentine,  and  pitch  are  made. 

Svensk  Handela  og  &0fari:akom|)agnie(  has  its  own  offices  in  sevencl 
foreign  places.  The  company  has  a  tonnage  of  20,000  dead  weight 
and  is  thus  to  some  extent  mdependent  of  the  tonnage  questitm,  which 
after  the  war  will  be  of  such  great  importance.  From  August,  1917, 
to  the  end  of  the  year  the  company  showed  a  net  profit  of  850,000 
crowns. 

J1PAVE8E  SEZFFINO  HRKB  WZSXN  THEXS  AUTiVlTlES. 

[Coneal  Ocncral  Qtorft  H.  Scldmora,  YokobMaa.] 

The  great  devdopmeot  in  Japan's  shipping  trade  of  late  years  is, 
of  course,  due  to  the  war,  and  it  is  accordingly  open  to  doubt  whether 
the  present  prosperity  will  continue  after  the  conclusion  of  hostili- 
ties. In  tins  connectifm  it  is  interesting  to  note,  says  the  Japan 
Ohponicle  in  a  recent  issue,  that  of  late  many  snipping  concerns 
have  begun  to  consider  new  business  undertakings,  presumably  to 
offset  the  decliae  in  shipping  prosperity  after  the  w«r.  The  Uchida 
Eisen  Kaisha,  of  Kob^,  was  the  first  to  take  action  in  this  direction, 
for  last  year  it  established  the  TJchida  Shoji  Kaisha  at  Tokyo  to  . 
engage  in  general  import  and  export  trade,  principally  with  the 
United  States  and  South  America.  More  recently  the  Asano  Goshi 
Kaisha,  in  which  Mr.  Asano,  the  president  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha, 
is  interested,  has  established  the  Asano  Bussan  Kaisha,  and  is  trying 
to  acquire  large  business  connections  in  North  and  South  America. 
It  is  understood  that  in  its  business  ope>ration5  the  new  concern  will 
receive  valuable  hdp  from  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  in  regard  to  the 
supply  of  tonnage. 

A  few  months  ago  the  Tamashita  Kisen  Kaisha  opened  a  South 
Sea  service,  and  now  contemplates  opening  export  and  import  trade 
with  the  South  Sea  Islands.  For  this  purpose  the  Singapore  branch 
of  the  steamship  company  has  been  making  arrangement  in  French 
fodo-China,  Sumatra,  and  Soerabaya,  and  it  is  expected  that  a  for- 
ego trade  department  will  be  shortly  opened  in  the  Yamashita  Qoshi 
Kaisha. 
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988  COMMEHCE  REPOBTB. 

WOOL  EXPORTS  OF  CANADIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

[CoDSUl  Felli  S.  S.  JohnBOn,  KEngaton,  Ontario,  Bcpt.  B-I 

By  the  end  of  tlie  present  week  the  wool  shipments  of  the  Canadian 
Cooperative  Wool  Growers'  Association  to  the  United  *Stat«s  will 
agpregate  46  cars,  or  1.000,000  pounds.  The  association  complied 
with  Oie  requirimients  of  the  Canadian  Wool  CoiomissioD  of  giFing 
a  15-day  option  during  which  the  wool  could  be  purchased  for  do- 
mestic account.  Canadian  manufacturers  are  now  fairly  well  sup- 
plied with  raw  material,  and  in  most  cases  have  enough  to  last  until 
the  end  of  this  year. 

The  association  will  dispose  of  approximately  4,400,000  pounds 
of  fiber  in  1918,  With  the  completion  of  the  export  movement  there 
will  be  about  400,000  pounds  of  wool  left  in  the  hands  of  the  asso- 
ciation. The  wool  held  is  principally  of  fine  medium  quality.  While 
definite  figures  are  not  available,  it  is  thought  the  Canadinu  clip  will 
exceed  12,000,000  pounds,  which  is  substantially  more  than  has  been 
produced  during  recent  years. 
Ontario  Skipmcnti  ■vt'lTp  to  Xxpaotattoa*— AnitrkUui  VooL 

Shipments  from  the  west  to  the  Ontario  cooperative  asfiociation 
have  increased,  but  Ontario's  own  shipments  have  fallen  behind  esti- 
mates, standing  at  about  SOjOOO  pounds,  whereas  the  estimate  of 
wool  to  be  obtained  in  the  Province  was  some  200,000  pounds  higher 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 

The  association  encountered  a  very  active  demand  for  domestic 
wool  early  in  the  season  before  the  arrival  of  Australian  wooIb,  and 
the  supply  distributed  by  this  organization  did  much  to  relieve  the 
situation  then.  When  the  Australian  product  began  to  arrive  in 
large  <fuajititics  there  was  a  disposition  to  hold  off  from  buying  the 
Canadian  wooL  At  pi'esent  there  appears  to  be  fair  assurance  tl\ht 
tlio  entire  allocation  of  45,000  bales  will  be  delivered  on  schedule 
time,  as  more  than  30,000  bales  are  already  delivered  or  en  route. 
All  wool  shipped  to  the  United  States  is  meeting  with  a  ready  sale. 


DECOETICATIHO  MACHINE  FOE  FLAX    ' 

[ClAaul  H.  Abeit  JobDioD,  Duadec,  Scotland,  Aof.  18.] 
The  following  article  in  reference  to  certain  new  processes  appli- 
cable to  the  flax  trade  appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing daily  papers  of  Dundee: 

Kxperts  In  tlie  propnradon  of  flax  Iq  llils  couutry,  tlie  Cnltcd  Stntes,  and 
Canafln  have  rpcontlj  had  their  attention  tlrnwn  to  nn  Inventton— some  mislit 
describe  It  as  n  discovery — by  Mr.  A.  L.  Spnldlnj;,  9  Whitehall  Crencent,  Dun- 
dee, who  bas  had  ezperienco  In  flax  growiog  and  preparation  estendiaK  over 
many  yenrs.  It  is  claimed  fur  this  Invention,  which  mny  be  described  as  a  de- 
corticating machine,  tliat  it  can,  In  a  fow  hours,  do  oil  the  processes  of  prepa- 
ration from  tlic  time  the  finx  Ir  pnlled  from  the  ground  until  It  Is  in  a  state  for 
manufaotur^,  wliereas  by  the  methods  at  present  In  vogue  days  and  weeks  are 
spent  Id  preparation  and  a  great  deal  of  labor  Is  involved. 

For  centuries  scientists  and  meclionics  Lave  been  ciperlmehtiDg,  with  a  view 
to  simplirjiiis  am!  Improving  the  process  of  reltlug,  but  progres.4  has  been  so 
plow  that  nt  the  prwpnt  time  the  metboils  pursiieJ  arc  very  much  the  same  as 
lliose  <Ic3crlt>ed  by  Pliny  as  having  been  employerl  by  the  ancient  Egrptlana. 
After  the  rippling  there  comes  the  steeping,  the  flax  plant  being  placed  in  a 
large  receptacle  Qlied  with  nater  auQ  covered  with  straw  and  stones,    fi;  the 
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tteeptng  a  fermnitatloii  Ifi  eet  op,  and  when  safitdent  time  has  Elapsed  (ex- 
treme care  belog  taken  to  avoid  under  or  overrettlng)  the  flni  Is  taken  out 
and  dried,  then  broken,  and  aftervards  scutched  and  buckled. 
Savei  Both  nme  and  KatcrlaL 

The  period  taken  la  this  proceae  varies  from  two  to  four  weeks.  Lec^ 
Schenck,  Watt,  Buchanan,  onU  many  more  Inventors  endeavored  by  natural 
and  mechanlrol  means  to  Improve  upon  this  Inborlons  and  tlme-wostlng  process. 
but  with  only  partial  succ«sa.  By  tbe  Spalding  Invention  the  reeds  are  taken 
direct  from  the  field  and  put  throui^  tlie  decorticating  madilne,  which  takes 
on  tbe  seed  and  setwrates  the  shove.  The  material  is  then  scutclied,  the  gmn 
extracted,  and  It  Is  ready  for  monutacture.  Fewer  liours,  It  Is  stated,  are 
necessary  for  completing  the  work  than  weeks  are  taken  at  present  for  retting 
alone. 

A  vast  saving  of  material  that  now  goes  to  woste  is  also  claimed  for  the  in- 
vention. In  Canada,  for  Instance,  there  are  about  1 2.'>O,O0O  tons  of  Btrnw, 
wliich,  after  the  seed  Is  token  oft.  Is  burned  or  put  back  Into  the  earth.  Mr, 
Spnldlnfi:  states  that  by  his  new  process  he  could  Rave  at  li>ast  300.000  tons  of 
fll>er,  200.000  tons  of  gum.  and  600,000  tons  of  sbove  By  the  present  process 
tbe  gnm.  which  is  of  considerable  market  value,  is  uHistly  wasted,  and  th» 
Bhove.  which,  could  be  utilized  for  paper-making.  Is  ubtalued  In  a  very  rouch 
and  unworkable  state. 

Severn!  Dundee  experts  who  have  ntaniined  and  tested  the  material  produced 
by  tbe  new  Spalding  proeeai'  are  luacb  impreBanl  by  Uie  remarkable  reaalta, 
and  Rome  maintain  that  the  machine  la  destined,  if  properly  developed,  to  revo- 
lutionize the  whole  proems  of  flax  preparation  In  the  near  future.  Mr.  Spalding 
is  neRotlatlDg  with  the  British  and  Canadian  Govemmenta  regarding  the  In- 
veatioa. 

Ab  a  resnlt  of  personal  mterviews  with  Mr.  Spalding,  it  can  be  in- 
feired  that  reasonable  grounds  exist  for  beliering  that  his  discovei^ 
may  prove  of  significant  importance  to  those  iutepested  in  developing 
the  textile  industries  in  the  United  Stotas.  It  appears  that  he  is 
■well  known  to  many  of  the  leading  textile  experts  in  this  district, 
several  of  whom  have  not  hesitated  to  voice  tneir  approval  of  the 

S recesses  he  claims  to  have  discovered,  bnt  who  appear  to  be  in 
oubt  as  to  the  success  of  his  invention  as  a  practical  misiness  propo- 
sition. 

FBODirCTION  OF  SUOAA  IK  BEKKAAE. 

IL'ficonomlBte  Ba[«p««li,  Paris,  July  10.) 

In  Denmark  before  the  war  the  stigar  indiistry  had  been  developed 
little  by  little  to  the  point  where  the  domestic  production  was  suffi- 
cient to  supply  the  country's  needs.  During  tn©  first  years  of  the 
war,  however,  production  greatly  decreased.  The  following  figures 
show  the  sugar  production,  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds,  for  the 
years  specified:  1913—162,000;  1914—152,000;  1915—130,000;  1916— 
112,000;  1917—135,000.    

PACIFIC  COAST  TIDE  TABLES, 

Pacific  coast  tide  tables  for  the  year  1919,  giving  data  for  western 
.  North  America,  eastern  Asia,  and  many  island  groups,  have  been  is- 
sued as  Suial  No.  83  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 
Copies  of  these  tables,  which  are  reprinted  from  the  general  tide 
tables,  may  be  obtaiofld  at  10  cents  each  from  the  agencies  of  the 
survey,  a  list  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  first  number  for  e«di 
menu  of  the  Notice  to  Mariners,  which  is  published  weekly  by  the 
Bureau  of  Lighthouses  and  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 
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JAPAN'S  TBABE  IF  HOTOR  BOATS  AND  KABINE  EKGIHES. 

[Consul  Robert  Frnier,  Jr.,  Kobe,  July  12.] 
The  general  demand  for  internal  combustion  marine  engines,  as 
well  as  the  types  of  motor  boats  in  use,  in  Japan  was  fully  described 
in  a  report  from  the  Kobe  consulate  published  in  Commehck  REroRTS 
on  November  1,  1910.  Conditions  in  this  line  have  not  changed 
appreciably  since  that  articb  was  published. 

Tliere  are  very  few  pleasure  motor  boats  in  this  consular  district, 
although  the  Inland  Sea.  one  of  the  finest  stretches  of  water  for  pleas- 
ure cruising  in  the  world,  starts  just  outside  the  entrance  of  Kobe 
harbor.  Owing  to  the  present  prosperity  of  Japan,  there  are  a  great 
many  "narikin,"  or  newly-rich,  among  the  Japanese  merchants  and 
shipping  people,  and  it  would  seem  tnat  some  of  them,  with  all  the 
natural  advantages  of  scenery  and  accommodations  which  the  In- 
land Sen  affords,  would  buy  motor  cruisers,  but  such  has  not  proved 
to  be  the  case.  The  Japanese  do  not  talie  kindly  to  such  recreations 
as  automobile  touring  or  motor  boating,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  this 
characteristic  will  be  changed  in,  tlie  near  future.  However,  the 
Japanese  sometimes  adopt  lads,  and  it  is  possible  that  boating  may 
become  the  fashion  at  some  time  in  the  future. 
Importi  DnrliiE  Pfttt  Tlve  Teaii. 

At  present  the  demand  is  for  boats  and  engines  for  business  pur- 
poses. Owing  to  the  hi^h  priee  of  gasoline  (now  about  75  cents  goM 
per  gallon),  engines  usmg  that  fuel  are  out  of  the  question  for  work 
boats.  Practically  all  of  the  new  engines  being  installed  are  hot-bulb 
motors,  burning  kerosene,  stove  distillate,  or  neutral  oiL  More  and 
more  of  these  engines  are  being  used  every  year  for  fishing  vessels 
and  for  work  boats  in  the  harbors. 

The  engines  are  usually  built  In  Japan,  although  some  are  im- 
ported. In  1913,  Japan's  imports  of  gas,  petroleum,  and  hot-air 
engines  amounted  in  value  to  $608425-  In  1914  there  was  a  drop 
to  $182,S25,  and  this  decline  continued  into  tlie  pest  year,  when  im- 
ports aggregated  only  $81,600  in  value.  .  In  1916  a  slight  recovery 
occurred,  imports  amounting  to  $89,950 ;  and  in  1917  furmer  progress 
was  made,  the  total  for  that  year  being  $131,400. 

Before  the  war — that  is,  in  1913 — 48  per  cent  of  the  imported  en- 
gines came  from  Great  Britain,  30  per  cent  from  Germany,  8  per  cent 
from  Sweden,  G.5  per  cent  from  tne  United  States,  and  5  per  ceat 
from  Switzerland.  France  and  Belgium  supplied  practically  all  of 
the  remainder.  In  1917,  68  per  cent  came  from  the  United  Stales, 
18  per  cent  from  Sweden,  10  per  cent  from  Great  Britain,  and  4  per 
cent  from  other  countries,  which  shows  that,  for  the  time  being,  at 
least,  American  engines  hold  the  predominant  position. 

The  distribution  of  the  1917  imports  among  the  leading  cities  of 
Japan  was:  Yokohama.  $97,343;  Kobe,  $9,275,  Osaka,  $90 ;  Nagasaki, 
$100;  Mo)i,  $10,140;  Hakodate,  $10,735;  other  porta,  $3,715. 
Domestic  Hannfftctnres  Ueet  Demand, 

Japanese  manufacturers  appear  to  have  developed  the  production 
of  such  engines  as  are  demanded  by  the  consumei-s,  so  that  at  present 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  a  large  market  for  foreign  engines.  More- 
over,this  market  is  not  likely  to  improve  after  the  war,  unless  Ameri- 
can pi'oducers'ican  lay  their  engines  down  in  Japan  at  IbwfT  prices 
than  the  Japanese  mamifacturoi's  can  produce  them.    TVolis-Ptcific 


9S1 

freight  rates  (at  present  around  $25  per  fnn)  and  tlie  Japanese  im- 
port duty  must  be  taken  into  consideration  when  computing  costs. 

There  is  no  demand  for  ready-built  or  knockdown  boats,  as  it  is 
much  cheaper  to  build  boats  in  Japan  from  American  plans  than  it 
is  to  ship  tKe  parts  across  the  Paciiic. 


AUSTKAL&SIAN  LIBRARIES  WANT  TRADE  UTEBATQRE. 

[Consul  Qeneral  J.  I.  Brlttftln,  Sjrdne;,  Australia.] 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ifould,  librarian  of  the  public  library  in  this  city,  re- 
ceDtly  called  at  the  Sydney  consulate  general  to  confer  with  me  con- 
cerning American  trade  journals  and  magazines,  also  ti'ade  catalogues 
of  various  manufacturing  concerns,  for  tlie  public  library.  Mr. 
Ifould  desires  to  obtain  from  the  publishera  of  commercial,  financial, 
railway,  and  maritime  journals  in  the  United  States  complimentary 
copies  of  these  trade  journals  and  magazines,  and  woiild  highly  ap- 
preciate the  faror  if  as  many  publishers  as  possible  will  place  his 
name  on  tiieir  complimentary  mailing  list.  He  says  that  almost 
daily  he  has  inquiries  at  the  library  concerning  American  trade  pub- 
lications. I  am  confident  that  this  would  be  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
Australian  commercial  public. 

Magazines  which  would  be  of  especial  interest  are  those  relating 
to  dry  goods,  chemicals,  machinery,  hardware,  steel  products,  textiles, 
conatruction  of  boats,  motc^  cars,  motor-car  accessories,  musical  in- 
struments, ready-made  gannents,  telephone  service,  millinery,  fur- 
niture, and  jonmak  pertaining  to  American  export  trade  in  general. 
AaerleaB  Janiaali  ta  be  Featured. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Public  librarian  to  specially  feature  for  - 
the  bwwfit  of  the  commercial  public  American  trade  and  financial 
publications  and  trade  catalogues.  In  this  connection  I  would  also 
^ggest  that  publishers  of  American  magazines,  such  as  the  World's 
"V^rk,  McClure's,  Harper's  Weekly,  (^tury,  Saturday  Evening 
Post,  Ladies  Home  Journal,  North  American  Beview,  Nationiu 
Geographic  Magazine,  and  N'ew  York  Independ^it,  also  publishers 
of  newspapers,  send  to  the  Librarian  sample  copies  of  theit  publi- 
cations, as  this  may  result  in  increased  subscriptions. 

All  publications  should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Ifould,  Prin- 
cipal Librarian,  Public  Library  of  New  South  Wales,  Sydney,  New 
South  Wales,  Australia. 

ICouEUl  Geoeral  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  New  Zealand.] 
leehnloal  and  Commercial  Pabllcatloni  tor  Canterbtuy  PnbUc  Library. 

A  special  technical  and  commercial  department  has  been  added 
to  the  Canterbury  Public  Library  at  Christchurch  for  the  use  of 
the  public  in  that  di^rict,  and  the  Chief  Librarian  has  appealed 
to  the  Auckland  consulate  general  for  such  literature  relating  to 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  as  I  may  be  able  to  pro- 
care.  He  states  that  such  literature  will  be  displayed  in  a  prominent 
position  in  the  library. 

It  would  seem  that  some  of  the  more  important  American  trade 
and  industrial  publications  might  be  sent  there  by  the  publishers  to 
great  advantage,  either  throuf^  the  American  consular  agent  at 
Cfaristchurch,  who  is  greatlv  interested  in  thb  matt«r,  or  direct  to 
the  Librarian  of  the  Ointerbury  Public  Library.  l,-. 
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ITABEET  FOK  CHEXICAIS  IN  7A?A2T. 

ICdqsuI  Koln>rt  Fraier,  Jr.,  Kobe.] 

The  condition  of  the  market  for  chemicals  in  Japan  can  be  best 
understood  by  nn  exiimination  of  the  following  table  of  figures  show- 
ing the  imports  and  exports  of  dnigs  and  chemicals  into  and  from 
Japan  in  l\\a  year  191T; 
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Articles  Supplied  by  United  States — Bome  Stocks  Fow  Low, 

Of  tliese  imports  about  GO  per  cent  are  imported  into  Kobe  and 
Osaka,  the  principal  porfs  of  this  consular  district  (which  embraces 
the  principal  indnstnal  region  of  Japan),  The  chief  chemicals  im- 
ported from  the  United  Stales  are,  in  tlic  ordei"  of  importance,  caus- 
tic soda,  soda  ash,  carbolic  acid,  rosin,  bichromate  of  potash,  cocaine, 
salicylic  acid,  formalin,  hops,  glycerin,  antifcbrin,  and  tanning 
extracts. 

At  the  present  time,  owing  to  the  embargo  on  exporta  from  tho 
United  States,  the  local  stocks  of  canatic  soda  and  soda  asli  lire  very 
low  and  prices  are  high.  The  ruling  price  for  caustic  sodti  is  $16,50 
per  100  pounds,  while  soda  ash  is  selling  at  $7.85  per  100  pounds. 
Acids  are  overstocked  and  prices  are  low.  Sosin  is  rather  scarce, 
through  increased  demand  in  Japan  and  reduced  supply  fiom  Amer- 
ica, the  ruling  price  now  being  around  $7.75  per  100  pounds. 

[A  list  of  the  Icndfiis  dnig  ond  olipmioal  iniportcrs'ln  Hie  Kobo  district  may  be 
procured  from  tlie  Bm-eati  of  Foreiini  ami  I>(iPi(«He  Oomitieroe  or  its  district 
■ud  cooperative  oinccs  by  rcferrlus  to  file  No.  lUiUUO.] 
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CHANGES  IN  BDNKEA  EULES  AND  BEGVLATIONS. 

Tlie  War  Trade  Board  announces,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
229),  the  following  amendment  to  subparagraph  (j)  of  Artrcle  V  of 
"General  Rules  No.  1,  Governing  Granting  Licenses  for  Bunker 
Fuel,  Port,  Sea,  and  Ship's  Stores  and  Supplies"; 

If  a  vessel  Is  fitted  wltb  wireless  telegmphy  the  sendlns  apparatus  shall  be 
sealed  In  suc-h  manner  (hnt  do  nieesago  can  lie  fsent  witliout  the  kuowleUge  of  the 
master.  The  master  ahnll  be  respotisilile  for  Becing,  first,  that  no  messaKe  to 
the  enemy  Is  sent  by  wli-eless  telejiraphy ;  second,  that  no  rejiorts  ore  matje  ol 
vessels  sighted  or  of  any  weather  conditions  experienced ;  third,  that  no  wire- 
less messages  of  any  kind  are  sent  within  200  miles  of  England.  France,  Portu- 
gal, or  Italy,  e."cee|it  emergency  messages  reliitlns  to  vessels  or  i)ersons  la  tlls- 
tress.  uuloss  specilleully  nuthorlzeil  by  War  Tluic  Itiidio  Instrui-tions  promul- 
gated by  imthorlzed  representatives  of  the  Niivy  Dopartment,  In  whleU  ease  the 
epec-iflc  provisions  of  such  Instructions  are  to  be  followed  exactly. 

The  following  is  added  to  General  Rules  No,  1  as  Article  VII 
thereof : 

No  application  for  bunhers  by  any  vessel  under  the  American  flag  shall  be 
approved,  excepting  on  the  same  understandlug  reHi>ectlng  wireless  messages 
as  Is  ontliiieil  In  subparagraph  (j)  of  Article  V  for  neutral  and  unrcqulsitloued 
American  vessels. 


SHIPMENTS  OF  CITBAN  SUQAB  FOB  UNITED  STATES. 

ICoBBulac  Assistant  Georse  A.  Moblnaon,  CordenaB,  Ciiba.l 

On  August  31,  1918,  the  amount  of  refined  sugar  awaiting  ship- 
ment at  the  port  of  Cardenas,  Cuba,  amounted  to  811,2S!>  bags  (a  bag 
is  approximately  325  pounds)  as  compared  with  447,5()1  bags  on  the 
same  date  in  1917. 

The   amount   of  sugar  transported   overseas  during  the   first  8 

months  of  the  present  calendar  year  was  somewhat  less  than  during 

the   corresponding   period   of   1917,  the  figures  being  as  follows: 

78038'— IS  603        I  . 
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3^M,839  bags  foi-  the  1917  period  and  1,845^26  bags  for  tlie  1916 
period. 

During  the  month  of  August,  1918,  a  total  of  210,150  bags  were 
exported,  the  United  States  taking  129,150  bags  and  the  remainder 
being  consigned  to  the  United  Kingdom.  In  August,  1917,  of  a  total 
expoi-tation  of  212,872  bags  the  United  States  took  132,872  bags  and 
the  remainder  (80,000  bags)  went  to  the  Unit«d  Kingdom. 

T!i6  following  table  sliows  the  number  of  bags  shipped  from 
Cardenas  and  their  declared  value,  together  witli  the  ports  of  entry 
in  the  United  States  for  the  m<mths  of  Jnly  and  August,  1918. 
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SOUTH  PACIFIC  ISLAHD  TRADE. 

(Conanl  Ooneral  AUtcd  A.  Wlnalcnr,  AiMktaad,  Neir  ZealADd,  Auf.  IG.I 
The  British  trade  commissiouer  in  New  Zealand  has  just  returned 
from  Tifiits  to  the  South  Pacitic  Isliiiids,  including  Samoa,  Tonga, 
and  Fiji,  and  reports  that  bii-inosH  in  general  in  these  islands  is 
fairly  good,  but  «iat  the  United  Stiitps  is  getting  a  greater  portion 
of  the  business  now,  since  Eiirojicaii  countries  are  not  able  to  either 
supply  imports  or  to  take  exports.  At  present  practically  all  of  the 
copra  is  taken  by  American  firms,  and  it  is  understood  that  there 
is  liable  to  be  quite  an  increase  in  the  cultivation  of  copra  in  the 
Fiji  Islands  in  the  near  future.  The  trade  commissioner  is  inclined 
to  think  that  American  firms  are  getting  substantial  footings  in 
these  markets  that  are  liable  to  continue. 

Japanese  manufacturers  are  also  making  strong  bids  for  the  busi- 
ness of  these  islands  and  are  sending  vessels  to  this  part  of  the 
world  quite  frequently  of  late.  They  are  supplying  largely  the 
same  class  of  goods  as  were  formerly  supplied  oy  Germany,  which 
take  very  well  in  these  islands. 

SCAECITT  OF  WHISKT  JUt  SCOTLUn). 

ICODsiil  H.  Abtrt  JohnBon,  Dundpc,  Auk.  31. 1 

It  appears  from  recently  published  reports  that  there  exists  at 
present  an  unusual  scarcity  of  whi^  in  retailers'  hands,  and  there 
appears  to  be  little  prospect  of  any  improvement  in  the  situation  be- 
fore the  beginniug  of  October,  wlien  the  new  allocation  is  to  take 
place. 

Dealers  are  entitled  to  50  per  cent  of  their  sales  in  1915,  and  in 
ordinary  cireumstances,  with  careful  husbanding,  the  supplies  al- 
lowed might  have  gone  round,  but  the  holiday  rush,"  which  was 
enormous  this  season,  greatly  reduced  many  stocks,  particularly  in 
the  larger  cities.  In  numerous  cases  retailers  are  finmng  that,  after 
they  have  met  the  needs  of  their  regular  customers,  there  is  nothing 
left  for  the  casual  purchaser. 
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ABaENXnrE  EZFOBTS  STTBHTG  TOSI  half  of  1918. 

(CommcTclKl  Altacb^  Bobert  8.  Barrett,  Bueooi^lrei,  An^.  S-l 

Reliable  figures  compiled  by  the  statistical  department  of  the  Be> 
view  of  the  Kivcr  Plate,  a  leading  Argentine  commercial  publica* 
tion,  show  that  during  the  six  months  ended  Juno  30,  1918,  exports 
of  cereals  and  dairy  products  from  Argentina  were,  in  the  main,  very 
satisfactory.  As  published  by  the  journal  named  the  half-year  totals 
■were: 
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Exports  of  butter  for  1918  established  a  record  with  303,879  cases 
of  25  kilos  (55  pounds)  each,  or  7,597  metric  tons — nearly  double 
the  shipments  for  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  two  years. 
Dcflllne  la  Certain  Items — Meat  CaTgoea. 

Quebracho-extract  shipments  declined  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1918  as  compared  with  the  like  period  of  1917,  amounting  to  41,224 
tons  against  49,751  tons. 

Shipments  of  ox  hides  have  been  on  a  smaller  scale  this  year  than 
last.  Up  to  the  end  of  June,  1918,  615,940  ox  hides  were  snipped,  as 
against  897,556  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1917.  This  for  dry 
hides.  Salt  hides  also  fell  off,  with  1,097,087  against  1,455,899  last 
year. 

Exports  of  wool  displayed  a  still  more  marked  falling  off  during 
1918,  with  14^,200  bales  as  against  216,446  for  the  first  half  of  last 
year. 

Taken  together,  Argentina's  exports  of  meat  during  January-June 
of  the  current  year  show  a  decrease  when  compared  with  the  total 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1917.  It  may  prove,  however,  that  the 
canned-meat  figures,  which  were  not  included  in  these  statistics,  will 
offset  the  loss  in  the  otiier  categories.  Argentina  shipped  2,811,434 
quarters  of  frozen  beef  this  year,  ns  agamst  2,511,406  quarters  in 
January-June,  1917,  This  year's  chilled-beef  figures  are  23,544 
quarters,  comparing  with  352,140,  Exports  of  frozen  mutton 
amounted  to  454,755  carcasses  as  compared  with  665,797;  and  of 
frozen  lamb,  to  93,842  as  against  287,082  last  year. 


FKEHCH-ITAILUr  BANE  ESTASUSHES  HEW  BEABCH  IS  BRAZIL. 

Vice  Consul  Richard  P.  Momsen  reports  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  that 
ft  recent  decree  authorized  the  Banque  Fran^aise  et  Italienne  Pour 
I'Amerique  du  Sud,  with  head  offices  in  Paris  and  branches  in  several 
Brazilian  cities,  to  establish  a  branch  at  Pemambuco,  Brazil. 


Qire  Ooi  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance — ^Bny  War-SaTinga  Stamps.  ■  ^ 
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rTAXT'S  JfSMAimB  POK  SAW  GOTTOK. 

[Cenml  Kortb  Vtiuhlp,  Milan,  Aug.  14-] 

The  general  disturbance  at  the  outbreak  of  the  EiiropcAii  wai^ 
together  witli  the  cloeing  of  the  oriental  marhets,  was  detrimentu 
to  the  Italian  cotton-textile  industry  in  the  latter  part  of  1914.  Birt 
this  industry  was  particularly  active  and  proGperous  in  1915  and 
1916,  all  spinning  milJa  and  textile  factories  having  derived  excellait 
profits.  In  those  two  year.s  enormous  quantities  of  cotton  goods 
were  delivered  to  European  countries.  In  1917,  owing  to  numerooE 
difficulties,  such  as  lack  of  labor,  impossibility  to  replenish  machine 
and  implements,  shorter  iini)orts  and  higher  coat  of  raw  cotton,  ex- 
cessive freight  rates  and  inadequate  railroad  facilities,  and  Govern- 
ment restrictions  in  exports,  the  Italian  cotton-textile  industry 
suffered. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Italian  cotton  men  that  the  Italian  Gov- 
ernment could  assist  this  industry  by  importing  large  lots  of  raw  cot- 
ton for  distribution  to  consumers,  and  centralizing  all  demands  for 
raw  cotton,  in  order  to  secure  considerable  reductions  in  freight 
rates. 
FrospectiTC  CandUions  la  Uie  ItaliaB  Cotton- Textile  Indnatry. 

One  of  the  local  papers  makes  tlie  foUowmg  remarks  relative  to 
prospective  conditions  in  the  cotton-textilc  industry  in  Italy,  after 
the  war,  is  compared  with  pre-war  conditions: 

Beforo  the  war  Halv's  leQulromenfs  In  raw  cotton  were  1,000,000  bales  ol 
500  pounds,  of  wLk'It  700,000  bales  came  from  tlie  United  States,  250.000  bales 
from  British  Imlles.  iiiid  50,000  boles  from  1^'pt  ami  ollter  oriental  countries. 
Owing  to  the  consCuut  lucreusc  lo  llic  cotton-textile  indu.-Jtrj  in  tbe  United 
States  the  raw-cotton  stocks  uvuliable  in  American  ports  for  export  liecoiuc 
coidiuually  shorloc.  British  Indies  not  only  hceiiu  lo  show  n  tendency  to  en- 
large their  cottoii-li>!ii[Ie  tudui^try.  liat  to  ^vc  much  nttoiition  to  tbc  Japanese 
market — n-lieme  the  iIciiiaiMl  for  raw  cotloii  Is  also  growing.  From  a  careful 
study  niado  by  I^glneer  Tarlarlnl,  an  authority  on  the  subject,  ft  would  appear 
that  after  the  war  Italy  will  only  Ite  aljlc  to  liecure  300,000  bnlcs  from  tbe 
United  Stales,  as  iifraliist  700,000  bales— the  pcr-wnr  imiwrts ;  and  100.000  boles 
from  British  Indies,  i\s  aE"inst  220,000  bales  inipurtcd  prior  to  the  war.  It^lan 
cotton-goodfl  inievcKts  will  evidently  snffer  considerably  after  tbe  war,  owing 
to  dHOcaltles  In  Neenrlng  tlic  vccialred  ainount  of  raw  4Wttoa  and  this  vital 
problem  deticrM:K  ilio  iiest  atteutlon  not  only  of  the  Italian  Uoienimcnt  but 
also  of  Italian  capilalists.  Conditions  mi^bt  be  remedied  b.T  ondertaklng  cot- 
ton raising  iu  Italian  colonics,  especially  the  Eritrea,  on  tlie  Red  Sea,  this 
belnf!,  as  was  ubown  by  the  experiments  lately  made,  much  adapted  to  cottoo 
plautaUons.  According  to  a  i-ough  estimatp.  from  18,000  to  20.000  hectares 
(1  iiMtarc~li.i7  acres)  miglit  bt  planted  with  cotton.  \  vast  prograjn 
should  be  organized  lo  include  [ilans  for  the  consti'uctlou  In  tlie  Eritrea  of 
ro!ids,  of  railroads,  and  of  water-supply  systems.  Bzperlmcnti  for  cotton  rafs- 
liiir  Khould  also  be  made  In  the  Italian  colony  of  Somalia. 


SWEDISH  SOCIETY  TO  PKOHOTE  COMMERCE  WITH  BUSSIA. 

)I."6iODODitsii»  KaT<nrf*n,  Puriii.  .Inlj  19.1 

A  number  of  Swedrsii  comaiercial  and  banking  houses  have 
grouped  themselves  witli  a  view  to  obtaining  the  capital  necessair 
for  an  important  connnercial  society,  the  principal  aini  of  which  will 
be  to  conduct  import  and  export  ti'ade,  to  Brrange  for  transportation 
and  chartering,  and  in  general  to  carry  on  a  commission  busineas. 
Offices  have  been  establi^ed  at  Stockholm,  Riga,  Kief,  Odessa,  and 
Constantinople. 
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CONDITION  OF  FBINCIFAI  BUENOS  AIRES  SANES. 

[Commercial  AtUcbt  Bobett  8.  Barrett,  Bdcdoi  Airca,  ArKGntloa.  Aug.  1.] 

The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of  the  principal  banks 
of  Buenos  Aires  on  June  30, 1918.  All  the  amounts  are  expressed  in 
"United  States  currency.  The  capital  in  each  case  repi-esents  the  total 
in  Argentina: 


.^ 

DDpDSltl. 

DlKoiiat 

Total  cuh. 

Capital 

deposits. 

^Efc;;::::::;;;;; 

0 

CO 

m 

OD 
00 

,..,JCO 

09 
CO 
00 

Olt 

ou 

So 

100 

no 
no 

"'sSlooo 
tai,ooo 

■      31 

Loodiety'Riade  la  Plata 

8 

I 

0 

g 

SB 

&^^:^EE 

31 

Tnaet-'tltalluta 

Qtllda  r  BuRMs  Aim 

30 

Sa?nSf:v.:::::.::::::; 

Vraoc^  itl  Rio  do  la  Plala 

M 

The  average  percentage  of  cash  to  deposits  was  46  per  cent. 


SHOETAQE  OF  COAL  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[CoUHol  Ocncral  Allred  A.  Wlualow,  Auckland,  Aag.  10.] 

Tliere  has  been  a  shortage  in  the  coal  supply  in  New  Zoatand  for 
the  past  year  for  two  reasons — a  decrease  in  the  production  of  the 
local  mines  and  also  in  imports  from  Australia. 

During  1917  the  mines  produced  but  2,068,419  tons  as  against 
2,257,135  tons  for  1916,  and  the  imports  for  1917  amounted  to  291,597 
tons  as  compared  with  293,556  tons  during  1916  and  518,000  tons  dur- 
ing 1914. 

The  loss  in  production  was  largely  due  to  the  decreased  output  of 
the  miners,  since  in  1916  they  prodiiced  on  an  average  of  750  tons 
per  miner,  while  in  1917  they  produced  but  715  tons  per  miner. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1918  the  combined  importations  and 
coal  mined  in  this  country  amounted  to  1.084,719  tons  as  compared 
with  1,083,461  tons  for  the  same  period  in  1917,  while  stocks  on  hand 
on  April  80,  1918,  amounted  to  151,866  tons  as  compared  with 
216.9Eff  tons  on  July  31, 191T. 

This  shortage  of  coal  has  had  a  tendency  to  slow  down  some  of 
the  industries  in  the  country,  and  is  threatening  the  railivajs,  street 
car,  and  electric- light  plants. 


Consul  General  David  F.  Wilber,  of  Genoa,  reports  that  by  decree 
of  August  7  the  Italian  (lini.'itry  of  War  requisitioned  all  lambskins 
in  the  Kingdom  less  than  1.1  kilos  (2.4  pounds)  in  weight, 
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CHUISSE  HABSET  POB  KOIOB  BOATS. 

(OoDsul  GsDcral  P.  B.  QelntileBiaii,  TfcDtBla,  Jal;  10.) 

There  are  only  eight  commercial  motor  boats  in  the  Tientsin  dis- 
trict at  present,  three  40- foot  and  five  25-foot  boats.  Thej  are  mostly 
used  by  the  natire  wat^r  police  anrl  the  foreign  steam^ip  companies 
in  patrolling  the  Hai  Ho  (Peilio)  Hiver  from  Tientsin  to  its  monUi, 
a  distance  of  47  miles.  There  are,  as  well,  a  few  motor  boats  here 
owned  and  used  by  foreigners  for  pleasure  purposes  only.  All  these 
boats  have  been  built  to  order  by  different  concerns  in  Tientsin — 
among  them  the  Eastern  Engineering  Works  and  Brossard,  MofHn 
&  Cic.    The  Taku  Pilot  Co.  also  builds  motor  boats  of  Tarioas  types, 

It  is  not  believed  that  the  motor-boat  industry  here  will  witness 
any  marked  devolopment  in  the  near  future,  and  the  tenninati<m  of 
the  war  is  not  likely  to  affect  it  in  any  way.  Such  increase  in  the 
demand  for  motor  boats  as  may  occur  will  be  very  small  and  will  be 
supplied  locally.  Bail  rather  than  water  transportation  in  this  dis- 
trict is  being  developed,  and  the  public  highways  are  being  gradually 
extended  and  improved,  whereas  on  the  other  hand  the  streams  are 
being  allowed  to  silt  up. 

[Vice  CoDEUl  Andrew  J.  Brawer,  Amoj,  Jul;  13.] 
Motor  Cnft  In  Amoy  Harbor. 

In  this  poit  all  foreigners  live  on  a  small  island  known  as 
Kulangsu,  while  the  business  is  all  done  on  the  island  of  Amoy,  this 
necessitating  some  means  of  crossing  the  harbor  every  day.  For- 
merly four  and  six  oai-ed  gigs  were  used  for  this  purpose;  bnt  a 
typhoon  last  year  dostroyud  these  gigs,  and  most  of  tne  business 
houses  and  the  Marine  Customs  have  replaced  them  with  motor  craft, 
of  which  there  are  perhaps  18. 

The  Amoy  motor  boat  is  anomalous,  consisting  as  a  rule  of  a  14 
or  18  horsepower  ene^ne  installed  in  a  native  sampan.  These  boats 
are  found  more  satismctory  for  crossing  the  haibor  in  rough  weather 
and  for  approaching  jetties  at  low  tide,  when  a  very  shiulow  draft 
is  required.  Tlie  engines  used  are  principally  oi  American  manu- 
facture, being  brought  into  this  port  throu^  Hongkong  and  Shang- 
hai. There  arc  no  facilities  for  the  direct  importation  of  American 
engines. 

It  is  difficult  to  sjiy  what  conditions  here  after  the  war  will  be. 
There  are  one  or  two  motor  sampans  owned  by  Chinese  at  the  present 
time,  and  if  the  Chinese  develop  a  decided  fondness  for  motor  boats 
a  good  market  may  be  established,  for  there  are  many  Chinese 
wealthy  enough  to  j)urchase  them.  If  foreigners  continue  to  be  the 
principal  users  it  is  prohablo  that  there  will  be  a  demand  for  a  few 
engines  every  year,  but  as  the  foreigners  are  few  in  niunber  this 
demand  can  never  became  very  great. 

HEXICAN  FIBK  OFFSS&  UASaAHESE  OKE. 

[Consul  Kdwnrd  A.  Dow,  Cludnd  Juirei,  Sept.  4.1 

The  firm  of  Escudero  &  Martinez^  of  Ciudad  Juarez,  with  addi- 
tional offices  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  states  it  can  now  deliver  quantities  of 
mangonese  ore  at  prevaiiiiig  prices  f .  o.  b.  El  Paso,  Tex. 
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CATTsnc-soDA  smrATioN  m  Jafait. 

rCoDBul  aeaeral  Oeorie  H.  Scldmore,  Tokohams,  Aug.  4.1 

It  is  not  believed,  says  to-daj's  issue  of  the  Japan  Chronicle,  that 
the  American  embargo  on  exports  of  caustic  soda  will  have  any  seri- 
ous effect  on  Japan's  trade  and  industry.  This  substance  was  im- 
erted  from  the  United  States  to  the  extent  of  20,000,000  pounds 
fore  the  war,  when  there  were  only  a  few  manufacturers  of  caus- 
tic soda  in  this  country,  such  as  the  Kwnnfo  Sanso  and  the  Osaka 
Seimi  Co.  Since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  however,  the  domestic 
manufacture  of  caustic  soda  has  undergone  considerable  development, 
and  in  addition  to  the  two  companies  mentioned  there  are  a  number 
of  new  manufacturers  such  as  trie  Asahi  Denka,  Tomasi  Soda,  Nan- 
kai  Soda,  Hokkaido  Soda,  and  the  Osaka  Soda. 

The  annua!  domestic  consumption  of  caustic  soda  amounts  to  be- 
tween 50,000,000  and  60,000,000  pounds,  and  about  70  per  cent  of 
this  quantity  is  met  by  home  output,  the  shortage  being  imjjorted 
from  the  United  States.  The  American  embargo  on  the  export  of 
caustic  soda  will  naturally  have  the  effect  of  stiffening  prices  in 
Japan,  but  it  is  not  expected  that  any  actual  shortage  will  be  felt, 
for  it  IS  und6i-stood  that  there  are  fairly  large  stoelrs,  and  moreover, 
the  American  prohibition  is  not  absolute,  export  permits  being  ob- 
tainable in  special  cases.  In  these  circumstances  it  is  believed  that 
the  existing  stocks  and  domestic  output  will  be  enough  to  meet  tho 
demand  for  a  year  or  two. 


RESntlCTIKQ  THE  EXFOBT  OF  LTTUBER  FEOH  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[CoDEul  Genfral  Alfred  A.  WIdbIow.  Auckland,  Aug.  12.] 

The  Xew  Zealand  Government  has  published  regulations  under 
■  which  the  Board  of  Trade  will  restrict  the  exportation  of  lumber 
from  New  Zealand,  and  it  will  now  require  an  export  license  from  tho 
Board  of  Trade  in  order  to  export  any  lumber  from  this  Dominion. 

It  is  understood  that  this  measure  is  taken  in  order  to  conserve 
the  rapidly  diminishing  lumber  supply  of  this  country,  with  the 
hones  of  retaining  sufficient  to  supply  the  liome  demands  so  far  as  tho 
different  grades  of  lumber  are  concerned,  especially  tho  white  pino 
and  kauri  lumbers. 

It  is  understood  that  this  will  quite  seriously  affect  the  supply  to 
Australia. 

It  would  seem  that  this  would  open  up  additional  markets  in  Aus- 
tralia for  American  lumber,  and  will  to  some  extent  curtail  the  im- 
ports to  New  Zealand,  but  there  is  a  steady  demand  here  for  Oregon 
pine  and  similar  lumber,  for  the  reason  that  New  Zealand  has  nothing 
that  will  take  tho  place  of  the  pine  lumbers  coming  from  the  United 
States.  The  kauri  and  rimu  lumber  is  more  brittle  than  the  pine,  and 
is  not  as  suitable  for  certain  constniction  purposes. 

The  exports  of  lumber  from  New  Zealand  for  tho  year  1910 
amounted  to  71,503,054  superficial  feet,  us  compared  with  03,547,429 
feet  in  1913.  ' 

Fiotect  Yoiu  Soldiers  with  Your  Savinga, 
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OOTEBOB&  TBAfFIC  FI.&3r& 

TEiccrpt  from  Cap«iihag«ti  BuUnsike  Tldaode,  tiuwnttlcd  bjr  C«Bm«rdftI  Agent  Kor- 
man  X.  Anderson,  Copenbaseii,  Denmark,  Jul;  1.] 

During  the  last  few  decades  before  the  war  Goteborg  often  com- 
plained that  its  foiiner  lucrative  import  wholesale  trade  was  declin- 
ing, a  large  part  of  the  trade  of  the  city  having  been  taken  over  by 
agents  and  lorwardine  firms.  In  order  to  counteract  this  tendaicy, 
reg&lar  direct  stcamsnip  comiections  were  established  with  oversea 
ports  in  most  parts  of  the  world. 

During  tiie  world  war  the  transoceanic  direct  ^pping  has  been  a 
gi-eat  support  to  tbo  import  trade.  During  theyears  1913  to  1916  the 
greatest  part  of  the  trade  has  shifted  from  EaigUsh  and  especially 
Gei-mnn  middlemen  to  Swedish  firms.  The  laree  Goteborg  steajn- 
ship  companies  have  consolidated  their  position  By  capital  increases 
and  advantageous  fusions.  Thus  the  Swedish-North  America  Line 
in  19IG  increased  its  capital  from  8,000,000  to  24,000,000  crowns  (1 
crown— $0,268  at  the  normal  excliango  rate).  Several  of  the  small 
steamship  companies  have  been  bought  up  by  larger  ones,  and  coop- 
eration l^s  been  established  among  the  big  companies. 

The  harbor  of  Goteborg  from  the  beginning  Itas  played  an  impor- 
tant part  in  the  economic  life  of  the  cit^,  and  the  expansion  of  the 
wholesale  trade  and  transoceanic  shipping  has  caused  great  efforts 
to  bo  made  for  its  extension.  The  plana  with  regard  to  the  new 
free  port  have  quickly  been  supplemented  by  plans  for  establishing 
n  free  port  in  tlie  old  harbor,  and  a  free  warehouse  building  has 
already  been  erected. 

Besides  the  local  and  transoceanic  shipping,  which  is  ^%adily  in- 
creasing, a  great  work  is  being  carried  on  to  establish  a  new  traffic 
route  from  Goteborg  through  the  Gota  Canal  or  by  railroad,  and 
via  the  Baltic  by  steam  ferry  to  Port  Baltic  in  Eetland.  Adding  to 
this  the  seriously  discussed  plam?  with  regard  to  a  steam-ferry  con- 
nection from  Goteborg  via  tiie  North  Sea  to  England,  it  will  easily 
be  nnderstood  that  Goteborg  is  preparing  to  take  an  important  part 
in  the  lively  trade  that  undonbtedly  will  be  established  when  the  war 
is  over  between  Russia  and  western  Europe. 
Railroad  Sxtentlon. 

Several  impoi-tant  changes  have  also  been  planned  with  i^ard  to 
the  net  of  railroads  spreading  out  from  Goteboi^.  The  State  rail- 
roads connect  the  city  with  Stockholm  and  the  northern  part  of 
Sweden,  the  weKtem  coast,  and  the  southern  part  of  Swedrai.  Be- 
sides, there  are  three  important  termini  in  Goteborg,  over  which  the 
city  exercises  considerable  control.  Tliese  are  the  Bergslagames  KaQ- 
road,  which  by  special  agreement  controls  nearly  all  the  railroads  in 
the  factory  districts  of  middle  Sweden;  the  Goteborg- Borfis  and 
Boras-Alvesk  Kallroads,  which  give  the  city  excellent  traffic  connec- 
tions with  southeastern  Sweden;  ajid  tlie  VestergoUand-Goteborg 
Kailroad,  which  carries  on  the  local  traffic  and  is  managed  from  Gote- 
borg. Kow  a  new  railroad  connection  eastward  must  be  reckoned 
with,  which  will  make  it  possible  for  the  city  to  make  an  inroad  on 
the  trade  territoi-y  on  the  eastern  coast,  especially  Ostergotland, 
which  heretofore  has  been  entirely  controlled  from  StocUiolm.-  This 


.Goo<^lc 


.eOlUIBfiCE  BEPOBIfi. 


1001 


DQW  railroad  is  to  ran  from  Boris  via  Uliicehamn  and  JfinkOpiog  to 
the  Sommens  Station  on  the  eastern  trunk  line.  In  this  way  Goto- 
borg  will  obtain  the  shortest  route  to  the  ricli  district  of  Oster- 
aotland  and  its  capital,  Norrkoping,  which  will  finally  be  the  basis 
lor  the  eastgoing  ferry  route  previously  mentioned. 


JAPANESE  BABIEY,  BTE,  AHB  WHEAT  FOBECAST. 

[Consu)  General  Gpoigc  n.  Sclilmore.  Sokobamn,  Jul;  IS.) 

TTie  official  forecast  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce predicts  a  decrease  in  the  yield  of  barley,  rye,  and  wheat.  The 
official  announcement  says  tliat  constant  rain  delayed  the  sowing 
season,  and  the  cold  interfered  with  the  ^growth  of  seedlings.  Care- 
ful application  of  fertilizers  led  to  an  unprovement  in  the  spring, 
but  ram  again  interfered  with  the  giowtli  of  the  plants  during  the 
,  flowering  season.  As  a  i-csult  it  is  expected  the  yield  this  year  will 
show  a  decrease  on  the  actual  yield  ot  last  year  and  on  the  normal 
crop.  The  following  table  shows  the  forecast  for  tliia  year  and  the 
decrease  as  compared  with  1917  and  with  a  normal  year: 
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PAUAGITATAB  STEAMSHff  AlTD  POWEE 

[Consal  nonr;  tl.  fialcb,  Ascuadan, 

COMPA. 

iuc.  5.] 

RIES  SO 

ID. 

According  to  press  notices  Ia  Corapania  Argentina  do  Naviga- 
cion  (Nicolas  Minanovich,  Ltd.)j  head  office  Buenos  Aires,  lias  par- 
chased  the  boats  of  tlie  two  prmcipal  competing  lines  which  tun 
between  Bncnor  Aires  and  Asuncion,  owneti  by  vierce  &  Co.,  and 
by  Domingo  Barthe,  thus  giving  the  Mihanovich  Steamship  Co., 
now  English-owned  [see  Commebce  Reports  for  Dec.  1,  1917]  almost 
complete  monopoly  of  the  river  steamer  service  between  Asuncion 
■  and  Buenos  Aires. 

The  manager  of  the  Asuncion  Tramway,  Light  &  Power  Co.  re- 
ports that  the  Italo  Argentina  of  Buenos  Aires,  a  company  under- 
stood to  be  financed  by  Swiss  and  Italian  capital,  has  purchased  the 
holdings  of  the  tramway,  light,  and  power  plant  of  this  city,  an 
Bngli^-owned  concern  with  Bead  office  at  3  St.  Helen's  Place,  Lon- 
don, England,  which  lias  been  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  for  more 
than  three  years. 

Details  regarding  these  transactions  have  not  been  given  out  so  far. 


A  coantrT  wortb  fi^Une  for  !■  a  conntry  worth  MTlitg  for.    Bay  Thrift 
Btaiiip& 
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FAT  RATION  AITO  FAT  STTPPLIES  IN  THE  NETH£BIASB8. 

ICommcTclal  Attach^  Ptut  L.  Bdwardi,  The  Basuc,  Jal;  Ift.) 

On  June  4  the  DuU;h  Government  announced  that  on  account  of 
the  sorioini  shortage  of  edil>le  oils  and  fats  in  the  country,  a  complete 
inventory  of  oils,  fats,  and  similar  raw  materials  would  have  to  be 
taken,  bealers  were  notified  that  they  had  to  communicate  to  their 
communal  authorities  a  statement  of  their  entire  stocks,  and  privat* 
individuals  were  ordered  to  commimicate  any  stocks  that  they  mi^ht 
have  over  25  kilos.  On  June  5  the  sale,  delivery,  or  transportati<Hi 
of  edible  oils,  fats,  butter,  and  oil-bearing  seeds  was  prohibited,  ex- 
cept as  directed  by  the  Koyal  Bureau  for  Meat  and  Fata. 
Lowerine  fhe  Fat  Ration. 

A  butter,  margarine,  and  fat  ration  of  250  grams  (0.55  pound)  per 
week  per  pei-son,  went  into  effect  on  June  6.  Commencing  with  that 
date,  restaurants,  hotels,  emei^ency  kitchens,  etc.,  were  no  longer 
allowed  to  serve  meals  except  upon  receipt  of  a  10-gram  coupon  for 
each  meal.  This  ration  applied  to  butter,  normal  margarine,  mixed 
margnriric,  and  fat. 

On  July  15  the  ration  was  reduced  to  25  grams  per  day,  by  length- 
ening the  period  of  consumption  for  250  grams  from  1  week  to  10 
days.  When  this  measure  was  aniioimced  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, Industry,  and  Commerce  gave  full  explanations  of  the  measure 
and  also  made  a  statement,  of  which  the  tollowing  is  a  resum^,  re- 
garding the  country's  oil,  butter,  and  fat  stocks  and  requirements: 

The  total  amount  of  raw  materials  for  the  itianufarture  of  margarine,  n'bich 
were  in  tlie  Netherlunda  on  July  6,  1918,  was  15,618,000  Wloa.  Part  of  this 
stock  would  be  required  for  teclinical  ptirposes,  but  the  deficit  thus  created 
would  be  refilled  by  tata  obtained  from  the  slaughtertng  of  cattla  The  pro- 
duction of  butter  during  the  1916-17  fiscal  tlalrylng  season  was  60,000,000 
kilos;  during  the  1917-18  season  it  Is  estimated  at  52.000.000  Icltos;  and  during 
the  coming  season  it  Is  estimated  at  30,000,000  kiloa  The  canse  of  the  rolling 
off  in  the  butter  production  is  twofold:  (1)  The  reduction  in  cattle  stoclcs, 
and  (2)  the  nonarrlval  of  foedstufEs.  The  stocks  of  butter  in  cold  storage 
in  the  Netlierlands  on  May  1  of  this  year  were  1,200,000  klloa.  Thus  the  total 
stocks  of  butter  available  for  the  year  would  be  31,200,000  kilos.  Of  tWa 
amount,  since  May  1,  9,500,000  kilos  have  alreiidy  been  consumed,  which,  with 
the  margarine  produced  from  tlie  above-mentioned  stocks  on  hand,  would  ^ve 
a  total  of  30.318,000  kilos  to  Inst  until  the  end  of  April,  1919.  During  the  last 
few  weeks  the  consuMptlon  of  margarine  and  preparations  not  containing  but- 
ter has  been  8riO,0(K>  Icllos  per  week  and  the  consumption  of  butter  030,000 
kilos — a  total  of  1,780,000  kilos  per  week.  Hence  the  rodiictlon  In  the  fat  and 
butter  ration.  Unless  raw  materlnls  arrive  from  oversea,  the  ration  will  ob- 
viously have  to  he  reduced  still  furtlier — possibly  to  125  or  even  100  grams  per 

XeainrM  to  Iiier«at«  CoU-Seed  Production. 

Strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  to  increase  the  production  of  cole 
seed  in  the  Netherlands  for  margarine  making.  The  Minister  of  Ag- 
riculture is  doing  everything  possible  to  malte  the  production  of  this 
oil-bearing  seed  ns  attractive  as  possible.  Since  June  5  a  sj-stem  of 
bounties  has  been  in  effect,  and  it  is  understood  that  considerable 
nreas  have  been  planted.  For  each  hectare  of  meadowland  that  is 
converted  into  cole-seed-producing  land,  the  minister  has  promised 
n  bounty  of  450  florins,  the" equivalent  at  the  normal  e.xdiange  rata 
of  about  $75  per  acre.    Two-thirds  of  this  is  paid  as  soon  ae  the 
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meadowlanchhas  been  prepared  for  planting,  or  in  any  case  not  later 
than  October  1, 1918;  and  the  remainder  is  to  be  paid  within  a  month 
after  the  delivery  of  the  seed.    Furthermore,  a  price  of  50  florins 

?er  100  kilos  (nbout  $9.12  per  100  pounds)  of  seed  is  giiaiaoteed  tlie 
armors  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture.  In  case  the  production  per 
hectare  should  be  less  than  1,000  Wiloa,  a  deduction  from  the  450- 
dorin  premium  will  be  made,  at  the  rate  of  15  florin-s  for  each  100 
kilos  of  deficit.  It  is  imderstood,  however,  that  converted  meadow- 
land  is  thoTOUghly  suitable  for  tlie  production  of  this  crop,  and  that 
1  hectare  will  produce  about  25  hectoliters,  which  at  68  kilos  per 
hectoliter,  would  make  1,700  kilos  per  hectare.  The  selling  price,  of 
850  florins,  added  to  the  bounty,  would  make  the  receipts  for  this 
quantity  of  1,700  kilos,  1,300  florins  ($523),  which  would  seem  like 
a  very  attractive  return  from  a  single  hectare  (2.47  acres). 


PATCHOTTLI  FBODUCnOH  IN  STRAITS  SETTLEUEHTS. 
[Consal  OeorgE  U  Login.] 

Patchouli  is  both  a  wild  and  a  cultivated  crop  in  the  Malay  Penin- 
sula. The  following  data  concerning  it  were  furnished  to  the 
Penang  consulate  by  the  Director  of  Agriculture  for  the  Federated 
Malay  States: 

PatcbouU  iPogostetiwn  patchouli)  Is  a  soft-1e*vcd  b«rb  from  2  to  3  feet  bigli, 
mucb  branclied,  wltb  sqoare  stems,  emitUng  wben  nibbed  tbe  charactertsUc 
Emell  of  patchouli.  Tbe  ChlneiK.  wbo  chiefly  cultivate  this  plant  In  Malaya, 
often  plnnt  It  on  newly  denred  ground  amone  tbe  (flllen  loga  Here,  sllgbtly 
sbaded,  tt  growB  very  rapidly  and  well.  Where  tt  Is  regularly  enltiyatcd.  It  Is 
planted  bi  properly  prepared  beds. 

The  best  method  of  pripBgatlon  Is  by  cuttings  of  youns  shoots.  These  nro 
cut  about  3  IncUcs  long,  care  beii^  taken  to  cut  Juet  below  a  Joint.  The  cuttings 
are  then  pricked  luto  nurseiy  beds  n-ell  watered  oiid  shaded.  In  three  weeks  to 
a  month  they  will  hnvo  rooted  and  con  be  removed  to  tbe  permanent  beds, 
wli«re  they  tiiould  be  shaded  mitu  tborougBly  established.  Tbe  pluit  grows 
well  h)  open  sna.  but  it  will  also  stand  a  little  shade  and  may  be  grown  as  n 
catch  crop  in  young  rubber  or  coconut  clcurlngs.  The  cuttings  may  be  plantwl 
at  distances  of  about  2  feet. 

Hairestlsc  and  DiylBg— Hancille  and  Hew  Tork  Chief  Buyers. 

Tbe  first  crop  can  be  cut  sis  months  after  planting  and  afterwards  twice  a 
.  year.  In  Ferak  it  Is  nsnal  to  tako  only  three  crops  and  then  replant.  Tbe 
leaves  when  cut  out  may  be  dried  In  the  sun,  but  It  Is  better  to  d^  them  In  tlic 
'  shade,  spreading  them  out  in  a  cool  and  airy  shed.  When  quite  dry  <about  one 
week)  they  may  be  packed  In  bales. 

One  plciH  (133H  pounds)  of  the  leaf  dried  Just  ns  It  Is  cut  yields  from  24  to 
80  ounces  of  essential  oil,  and  a  sample  free  from  the  heavier  stalks  yields  abont 
double  that  amount.  Thirty-als  pounds  of  green  leaves  produce  10  pounds  of 
patchouli.  One-twentieth  of  an  acre  planted  by  Curtis  gave  449  pounds  of 
green  stuff,  and  after  10  days  It  had  dried  to  106  pounds,  which  on  picking  over 
gave  ffl>  pounds  good  leaf  and  37  pound.s  refuse.  , 

The  dried  leaf  Is  ex|>orted  from  this  country  prtnelpnlly  (o  Mai'seiilc  and  Ne\v 
Xork.  Bspotts  tram  Penang  for  1916  were  almost  exclusively  to  New  Tork  snd 
anMuuted  to  about  00  tons. 

The  exports  of  patchouli  leaves  from  Penang  to  the  United  States 
during  1917  totaled  79^9  pounde,  valued  at  $12,252  gold.  Local 
exporters  of  native  products  are  in  position  to  handle  a  much  larger 
Tolume  of  trade  in  this  commodity  if  orders  are  received. 


Goot^lc 
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STTBIIN  TO  DEVELOP  HTSKOELEOTRIC  POWEB. 

IVIre  Consul  Char1e»  C.  Broy,  Dublin,  iNltnd,  Aug.  1T.1 

The  giieslion  of  utilizing  water-power  sites  on  the  Liffey  Kivcr  in 
the  vicinity  of  Dublin  for  the  production  of  electrical  jwwer  has 
lately  been  receiving  serious  consideration.  It  is  understood  that  the 
Dublin  &  Lucan  Electric  Railway  Co.  is  primarily  interested  in  the 
scheme,  which  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  engineers.  The 
project  is  attracting  the  attention  of  the  Dublin  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  Dublin  Corporation,  and  the  English  and  Irish  Coal  Con- 
trollei-s,  and  it  is  hoped  it  will  receive  the  approval  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment, whose  assista.nce  is  being  sought. 

The  idea  of  utilizing  the  water  power  of  the  Liffev  is  not  a  new 
\  one.     Some  few  years  ago  the  matter  was  suggested,  but  the  6nanc- 
ing  of  the  undertaking  and  the  then  abundant  suppli&s  of  coal  appear 
to  iiave  been  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  realization  at  that  time. 

More  recently  the  shortage  of  coal  and  Government  control  of  the 
electric  line  have  given  the  matter  a  different  aspect.  The  directors 
of  the  line  believe  they  could  abolish  the  use  of  coal  for  its  operation 
and  at  the  same  time  effect  a  great  saving  in  coal  consirniptiMi  in 
olJier  directions.  The  scheme  has  thus  far  met  with  the  approval  of 
riparian  landowners  and  others  who  would  be  interested. 
J»etalli  of  the  rioJecL 

The  estimated  cost  of  carrying  out  (Jie  project  is  roughly  $250,000. 
Apparently  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  users  for  the  power 
that  would  be  developed.  Inquiries  have  already  been  made,  it  is 
claimed,  for  horsepower  totaling  more  than  3,000,  which  exceedti  the 
horsepower  it  is  expected  would  be  developed  at  the  begiuning. 

The  scheme  provides- for  the  acquisition  of  the  Salmon  Leap  mill 
and  the  construction  of  a  dam  about  300  feet  farther  up  the  river. 
The  fall  of  the  Salmon  Xicap,  which  is  now  17  feet  2  inches,  would 
tlius  be  increased  to  about  iO  f eet.  It  is  estimated  tliat  this  would 
generate  about  2,000  horsepower  during  six  months  of  the  year. 

At  first  it  was  proposed  to  install  Diesel  engines  to  supplement  the 
turbines  in  the  summer,  but  on  account  of  growing  prospective  de- 
mands it  wiis  decided  that  it  would  be  better  to  install  turbines  and 
generators,  one  of  1,000  brake  horsepower  and  two  of  500  brake  horse- 
power each.  It  is  believed  a  minimum  of  1,600  horsepower  could  be 
generated  183  days  in  the  year,  900  brake  horsepower  for  90  days, 
and  450  brake  horsepower  tor  92  days.  On  this  basis  it  is  calculated 
there  would  be  an  annual  saving  of  16,464  tons  of  coal  over  the  aver- 
age of  Irish  electric  generating  stations  working  continuously. 
CooperatioB  Between  the  EaUwaj  and  CoTporatloa. 

It  is  suggested  that  through  cooperation  between  the  railway  and 
the  Dublin  Corporation  the  station  could  assist  the  corporation  in 
the  winter  roontlis  when  the  generative  power  and  the  needs  of  the 
corporation  for  electricity  would  be  at  their  maximum.  In  return 
the  corporation  would  assist  the  railway  company  when  the  city^ 
d^nan<^  are  less  and  the  water  power  at  its  lowest  point  The  eleo- 
trical  power^  supplied  by  the  Dublin  Corporation  varies  from  more 
than  6,000  kilowatts  duiing  the  period  from  September  to  March 


to  less  than  4,000  Hlowatta  from  AprU  to  September.  The  water 
power  would  iocPoase  and  decrease  orer  closely  oorresponding 
periods. 

It  is  stated  that  tlie  railway  company  wotiM  requii-o  only  abont  200 
horsepower  of  the  total  2,000  to  be  generated  and  tliat  it  could  re- 
store full  car  service  (now  ciirtailod)  and  re>Iiice  operation  exp«isea. 
The  corporation  would  bo  saved  the  outlay  iiK'idcntal  to  erecting  an 
extra  plant,  which  is  needed  but  oould  not  at  present  be  expected 
to  be  luUy  remunerative.  If  giTen  Gowmnieiit  support,  no  difi- 
colties  r^arding  materials  or  iaoor  are  anticipated,  and  it  is  claimed 
(hat  the  work  could  be  completed  in  six  fo  nine  inmUbs. 


COMKUniTT  HABTESTHra  OF  KO0T£HAY  HAT  CROP. 

(CoBtul  I!.  U.  BasvBiaacB,  Fcrnle.  Biltlsh  Colanibla,  Caaida,  Am:.  28.] 

The  hay  crop  in  the  Kooienay  Disiri.-t,  Houtheafit^m  British 
Columbia,  is  good,  and,  if  safely  ganicied.  there  will  be  on  abim- 
dance  of  feed  for  stock  during  the  cominp  winter. 

The  community  is  taking  no  chances,  however,  that  might  result 
in  shortage  of  ft>dder.  In  order  to  promote  its  coiLser^ation,  the 
taking  off  of  the  hay  crop  will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Farmers 
Institute,  the  idea  beiii';  to  not  only  have  the  hay  cut  and  stacked 
under  unifornily  fjood  conditions,  but  to  exOTcise  control  to  see  that 
all  of  it  is  cut,  and  that  none  is  allowed  to  be  exported  imtil  an  ample 
supply  for  Iwal  needs  in  assnretl. 

Thearrangemcnfs  were  perfected  by  representatives  of  theFarmers 
Institute  and  the  Department  of  Lands,  so  that  the  hay  areas  will  be 
apportioned  nniong  the  whites  and  Indians  in  jiroportion  to  the 
nnmber  of  ciiltle  owned  by  each. 


HEW  OEXHAir  DRYING  PROCESS. 

rCo«iiin<Til.il  Asmt  NormsD  L.  Andcrdon,  Coiwnlisgpn,  I>wim»rt,  .luty  '27,} 

The  so-called  Krayseska  nietlitid,  a  new  means  of  drying  eggs, 
ftuit  juice,  and  b]oo<i,  has  been  d^uoiistrated  before  the  food  authori- 
ties in  Berlin  and  found  worUi  exploiting  to  a  large  extent  The 
drying  is  done  in  a  large  iron  cylinder  Ti  meters  in  diameter,  in  which 
ft  pair  of  big  metal  winffs  arc  quickly  rotating,  driven  fay  a  steam 
turhine.  The  fluid  is  la-shed  to  foam  and  dried  by  the  aid  of  a  hot 
current  of  air  that  is  continuidly  passed  through  the  cyHnder.  The 
dried  piwduct  is  in  the  fonu  of  a.  powder,  which  will  keep  for  a  long 
time  and  can  be  most  economically  transported.    The  dried  products 

gi  through  DO  chemical  process  and  are  directly  soluble  in  water, 
rying  plants  of  this  type  foi-  treating  about  140,000  eggs  a  day  will 
be  erected  sliortly  in  Berlin  and  Bucharest. 
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EZFOBTS  07  POTASH  FROK  GEBIUKT. 

The  followinfi  figures,  taken  from  German  official  sources,  give  the 
exports  of  pota.sli  from  that  couiitir,  and  the  {irincipal  countries  of 
destination,  for  the  three  years  ended  1913,  being  the  latest  figures 
available : 
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fKew  Sonth  Wales  QoTertunent  Gaieifp,  iSay  3.] 
Kew  Staadaids  for  Oiocs. 

Regulation  78,  under  the  Pure- Food  Act,  1908,  published  in  the  Gov- 
ernment Gazette  of  November  24, 1915,  is  repealed  and  new  standards 
for  drugs  arc  substituted  as  Regulation  78.  This  ruling  is  made  to 
bring  tho  standards  into  harmony  with  llio  latest  amendments  of  the 
British  Pharmacopceia.  In  the  case  of  a  short  list  of  drugs  with- 
drawn from  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  the  standards  of  1914  will 
obtain. 


BRIIiaE   IDBU. 
Authorized  Explosives. 

The  Gazette  of  India  for  February  2,  li>18,  contains  a  list  of  ex- 
plosives at  present  authorized  for  importiition  into  British  India 
.with  tho  clafsiiications  and  regulations  concerning  admission.  Thk 
issue  of  tho  Gazette  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commoi-ce,  and  specific  information  will  be  furnished  to  inqnirei-s. 


Uiaa.i-Ha  lllBcUlo,  June  12,  IfHS.J 
Continued  Exemption  of  Grain,  Elonr,  and  Oeiealt. 

By  voyaX  decree  of  May  23,  1918,  the  period  of  temporary  exemp- 
tion from  import  duty  for  grain,  fiour,  and  cereals  has  been  extended 
to  December  SI,  1918.  This  suspension  of  duties  has  continued  since 
February,  1915,  being  renewed  every  six  months.  )Rpe  Commf-rcb 
REi-OHTs'for  Aug.  27, 1915,  Jan.  8,  lOiC,  and  Juno  G,  IJlIG.l 
Tree  Admission  ol  Hloe. 

Tlie  Consul  General  at  Genoa  reports  the  promulgation  of  a  decree 
of  June  30  by  whicli  rice  is  added  to  the  list  of  products  entitled  to 
free  admission  under  the  above  concession.  Tliis  decree  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Gazzetta  Ufficiale  of  July  19. 

iConsul  ncnfifll  David  J.  Wilber,  lifno.i,  Jiiiicj  IT.] 
Embargo  on  Alabaster. 

A  decree  of  May  23  forbids  the  exportation  of  alabaster  in  tho 
rough,  in  slabs,  or  otherwise  norkcfl,  elTective  from  Jime  13.  Coir- 
MKKCT  Keports  for  July  9, 1918,  gave  notice  of  a  similar  embai'go  on 
precious  stones  and  on  marble  in  the  rough,  in  slabs,  or  otherwise 
worked. 

UHPaTJAY. 
Embargo  on  Petioleum  and  Haptitha. 

The  autliorizatioii  recently  conferred  upon  the  executive  power  in 
Uruguay  to  control  the  exportation  of  certain  articles  of  necessity, 
enumerated  in  Comsifjice  Ekpokts  for  July  20.  has  been  applied  in 
the  case  of  petroleum  and  naphtha.  According  to  a  decree  of  July  C, 
1918,  it  is  prohibited  to  export  these  oils,  but  tho  prohibition  cloes 
not  apply  to  the  supplies  taken  for  the  u^^e  of  vei-Kcls  entering  the 
■porta  of  the  country.  ,  -  . 

^  CnOOgIC 
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FOBEIQN  TRADE  .OPFOETfKITIES. 

BexTTcd  «ddr<«BVS  mar  be  abtatD«d  trom  tbi>  Bnreaa  aod  Its  4lBtrlr(  anA  eosprnt- 
tlve  offltTPH.  RequpBt  (or  Mcb  opportunity  abould  be  on  ■  sepantc  ahpct  and  atat* 
opportanity  nnaiber.  TIip  Dnrcsa  6of»  not  furnish  credit  ratings  or  asauow 
rcBponsIblllly  r.B  to  the  BtaDiliDC  ot  [oralrni  ln<juLri'r« :  the  uiURl  preoautiona  sbould  b« 
taken  In  all  cawa.  Sjmbola :  •  Heporlpd  bj  Amprloan  consular  riBcPrS ;  t  Reported  bj 
commercial  altacb^s  aud  commercia]  agenla ;  X  Direct  Ingulrlcf  received  by  tbe  Bureau. 
In  coBiUdeFlnK  th«  foIlonInK  "  ovwoFtnaltleii  "  aprclal  tftca^ri  ahoold  be 
had  to  the  lairs  anil  resulatlDaa  vweruins  cipurt  llceBnea  and  tradlav 
with  the  *ncinT, 

Agricultural  maehlnm 27<«(1  I  Macblnerj 27438,27460,37105 

BralDK a74r.4       I'lu)nii«iaplnandacci.'ssorii'i 27461 

ItoolaandahorB-.,- 274"       Print  1nBm:icliln«ry , -'^ 


Effi 


Electrical  plant— 2740a  !  Kallitai!  st 

27456.* — A  flrm  In  Argpntlna  dpsires  t 
made  of  iniltution  amber.    Correspc 

27457-* — An  aitenry,  on  a  coninilsfiion  bnals.  Is  desired  hj  n  man  In  Franre 
for  the  9Bte  of  boots  and  eliocs.  Corresifioudcnce  should  be  in  Frcncb. 
Reference. 

27458.* — A  dnlry  nssnrtfltlon  in  New  Zenland  Ih  In  the  mnrket  for  &  plant  for 
the  maniifiicture  of  dried  niilh,  either  Hkim  or  whole  milk  powder;  and  a 
plant  for  the  nianufuclure  of  caaelu.  li'tiU  information,  iocltidlng  possible 
markets  for  the  Bale  of  products  of  nboTe-mcatloned  plants.  slioulU  be  sab- 
mltted.  Quotations  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  steamer.  United  States  porL 
References. 

2745S.* — A  firm  Id  Canada  doslrps  to  secure  nn  agency  for  the  sale  of  smokers' 
articles,  pipe.s,  walking  sticks,  oHties.  toilet  requisites,  etc.  Tiiey  wish  to 
communicate  with  manufacturers  only,    Hefweoce. 

27460.*— An  agency  is  dpsired  by  o  man  in  Frnnce  for  the  pale  of  printing 
machinery  and  siipplics  and  machinery  for  making  paper  boxes.  Corre- 
spondence Bliould  be  in  French.    Reference. 

27401.* — A  firm  in  New  Zealand  is  In  the  market  for  invmophones,  phonographH; 
accessories  and  records,  motors,  tone  onus,  sound  bo-xes,  ueetlles,  and  uap- 
phlre  aud  diamond  points.  Quotations  may  be  mudc  f.  o.  b.  steamer, 
Amerlciin  port  Paymeut  will  Iw  made  by  cash  .igainst  documcnta. 
References. 

27462.* — A  man  in  Senecal  desires  to  piircliase  small  eloctrie  llcht  and  power 
plant.  Catalosues  and  price  list  should  Iw  submitted.  Quotations  may  be 
macio  f.  o.  b.  Now  York  City.  Uush  will  be  paid.  Correspoudcnce  should 
be  In  French. 

274C3.*— An  agoncy,  on  a  commis»'Ion  basis.  Is  dcsirwl  by  a  mnn  in  Prance  for 
tlie  sale  of  cotton  and  woolen  doth.  Correspondence  sliould  be  in  Frendi. 
Reference. 

27404,*— A  firm  in  Jamaica  Is  in  Ihe  market  for  Uiue  for  laundry  purposes  and 
denil.loiins.  Quotations  may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  Cash  wlil  be  pold.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  Englisli. 


27466.* — A  business  man  in  France  i 
sale   of   ngrieulturai    ojucblnes. 
References, 
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COKTENTS. 

BrItiBb   trading   rMtrlctloiiB  Id  chlo- 
rlDe  ond  compotioila : 


Crop  conditloiii  in  the  Netberlands—  inil  Btiortage  ol  CHUitlc-eodu  auppllei  Id 

Amcrton  esport  Irude  by  countries--  1011  New    Zealand 

PreUminaiy   torecaat  of  Indln'B   1018  FrnBCO-Spniilab  trade  agreement 

Jatc    crop 1011  Knllwajn  and   trniawnja  oI  Burma — 

The  Wat  Trade   Baard  and  ablpplng  Hair  reqalaltionfl  1!>1H  corn  crop 

facllltlea 1012       FoielgD    trada   opportunltlca 


SBITISH  TEADINO  BESTEICTIONS  IN  CHLOADTE  jUO)  COHFOUiniS. 

[t^bli^nua  Iram  C^oohqI  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London.] 

Tho  Ministry  of  Munitions  notifies  that  from  September  16  no 
person  shall  produce  or  manufacture  chlorine  or  chiorine  com- 
pounds in  quantities  exceeding  one-tenth  per  month  under  license, 
nor  shall  more  than  10  be  employed  by  manufacturer  for  purposes 
of  other  manufacturers,  trades,  and  business  except  under  license. 
From  September  16  no  persons  shall  sell  or  offer  for  sale  or  purchase 
any  liquid  chlorine  or  bleaching  powder  exceeding  following  maxi- 
mum prices:  Liquid  chlorine  6d.  per  pound,  bleaching  powder  £15 
per  ton.  However,  maximum  prices  do  not  apply  to  goods  for  export 
from  United  Kingdom  or  sales  of  less  than  56  pounds  weight. 


SALE  OF  TBAKSIT  OOOSS  IN  SWEDEN. 

Arrangements  have  been  mode  with  the  approval  of  the  American 
and  associated  Governments  to  permit  the  sale  in  Sweden  of  so-called 
transit  goods,  originally  destined  for  shipment  to  Bussia  but  arrested 
in  Sweden  and  still  held  there,  uiron  which  the  Swedish  Government 
laid  an  embargo. 

American  owners  of  such  transit  goods  are  advised  by  the  War 
Trade  Board,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  E.  230),  that  these  con- 
signments may  now  be  sold  through  the  Swedish  organization,  Ak- 
tiebolaget  Transito,  Stockholm,  which  will  act  as  agents  for  t)ie 
owner,  to  Swedish  firms  approved  by  the  Inter- Allied  Trade  Com- 
mittee at  Stockholm  and  under  guaranties  satisfactory  to  this  com- 
mittee. Owners  of  detained  transit  goods  who  wish  to  dispose  of 
them  should  at  once  communicate  full  particulars  to  the  Aktiebolaget 
Transitu.  They  are  advised  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  such 
American-owned  goods  are  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Federal 
K^rve  Bank  of  New  York  in  a  Swedish  financial  institution, 
which  will  be  designated  to  the  sellers  by  the  Inter-Allied  Trade 
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CommiUea  at  Stockbolm.  The  doUu  «r|irimLeat  afc  par  of  tirrhiiny 
will  be  paid  Iw  the  Federal  Bc«wve  Baitk  of  New  York  to  the  paf- 
ties  ill  tJie  Umt«d  Ht«t«s  desigtiftted  by  the  parties  auddnr  the 
depoeit  ill  Sweden.  Thp  fact  of  conversion  at  par  of  exchange  ^oald 
thwvfore  be  liome  in  mind  by  the  Ameriotn  owners  in  fixing  prices 
for  their  goods. 

It  will  be  nnnecessnrj  to  obtain  specific  permission  to  sell  individal 
coiisieiinients,  but  inqciiiies  on  doubtful  points  may  be  addressed  to 
the  War  Trade  Board. 

It  is  possible  tliat  ftrran^ements  may  ultinMely  be  made  ior  the 
return  to  Sweden  of  transit  goods  in  Finland,  And  owners  of  such 
goods  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  facilities  which  may  eventa- 
aJly  be  obtained  for  tliis  purpose  ^ould  commnnicate  their  widies 
to  Aktiebologet  Troneito.  Afeanwliile,  however,  permission  can  not 
be  given  for  the  sale  of  such  goods  in  Sweden  except  \rith  the  assent 
of  the  Inter-Allied  Trade  Committee  at  Stockholm. 


EZPOAIS  OF  COKSEHVEII  COKUOSIIIES  IKOX  ITHZIES  SIAIES 
INSTTLAS  POSSESSIONS  AITO  FANAUA  CAHAL  ZONE. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  217) 
the  following  regulations  with  rpspprt  to  the  exportation  from  the 
insular  poBownioPs  of  the  United  iStat(?ii  nnd  the  Panaou  Canal  Zone 
of  oonserved  commodities  oi'igiiiating  in  tlie  contkumtal  United 
States: 

1.  No  expoi-t  license  shall  be  jcraiiU-il  for  the  expoiiatMU  fnua  an 
insular  poaseasion  of  the  United  Statt-^t  or  the  Panama  Canal  Zone 
of  any  conaerved  commodity  (coiiiiiiixlities  included  in  the  Eiport 
Conservation  List)  which  has  originated  in  the  continental  United 
Stat«s,  imlcsa  an  application  has  been  made  and  the  licenso  for  such 
exportation  has  been  obtained  prior  to  the  eliipmcnb  of  the  said  com- 
modity from  the  continental  teriitory  of  the  United  States. 

2.  When  application  is  made  for  a  license  to  export  a  conserved 
commodity  from  any  insular  jio-ssessioji  of  the  United  States  or  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  the  application  must  be  ncoonipanied  by  satis- 
factory evidence  showing  whetJier  tlie  commodity  to  be  exported 
originated  in  the  continental  United  States.  If  the  commodity  orig- 
inated in  the  continental  United  States  the  date  on  which  it  was 
shipped  to  the  insular  possesions  or  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  should 
be  shown  in  the  evidence  which  accompanies  the  applications. 

3.  The  foi-egoiiig  regulations  shall  not  apply  to  the  exportation  of 
small  quantities  of  conserved  commodities,  such  as  it  has  been  cus- 
tomary to  ship,  in  carrying  ou  the  normal  local  commerce  between 
any  of  the  insiihir  pos?esfiions  of  the  United  States  or  the  Panama 
Canal  Zone  and  near-by  foreign  countries. 


Fixing  the  Price  of  Haeaiotii  Fastei  in  Italy. 
A  decree  published  in  the  Gazzetta  Ufficiale  of  Jnly  22  provided 
that  the  prefects  phall  fix  the  prices ,of  macaroni  paetes,  keeping  in 
view  that  the  maximum  wholesale  price  is  fixed  at  90  Hre  per  quintal, 
and  the  retail  price  can  not  in  any  case  exceed  1,05  lira  per  kilo. 
The  metric  qnintai  equals  220  pounds,  and  the  normal  vahie  of  the 
lira  ie  $0,103. 
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CBOF  CONSmOirS  nr  the  HETHEBlAirDS. 

[CoDsnl  Frank  W,  Mahlo,  Amaterdtm,  Aag.  26.1 

Official  crop  reports  show  the  following  conditions  expressed  in 
figures  on  August  18,  in  comparison  with  a  similar  time  in  July  and 
June.  The  figures  do  not  indicate  a  satisfactory  year,  as  100  means 
excellent,  90  very  good,  70  good,  60  ratlier  good,  50  medium,  40  rather 
bad,  30  bad,  and  10  a  failure ;  67  is  an  average  crop : 
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The  foregoing  figures  indicate  that  grain  has  remained  practically 
stationaiT  during  the  summer,  excepting  oats,  which  have  slightly 
improved.    Caraway  seed  has  retrograded. 

Flax,  chicory,  sugar  beets,  onions,  and  brown  beans  have  im- 
proved, while  ottier  vegetables  have  been  unstable.  Plenteous  rains 
in  August  have  materially  advanced  the  condition  of  grass  lands. 


AHEEICAIT  EZFOET  TBASE  BY  COITirnilES. 

Part  2  of  Trade  of  the  United  States  with  the  World  is  now  ready 
for  delivery.  It  makes  easy  the  study  of  American  export  trade 
by  countries  during  the  fiscal  years  1917  and  1916.  For  instance, 
imder  Brazil  are  found,  simply  presented,  the  quantity  and  value  of 
each  of  the  important  lines  of  goods  shipped  to  that  country  by  the 
United  States  in  1917  and  1910.  The  import  trade  was  treated  in 
a  similar  manner  in  Part  1,  as  previously  announced.  The  two  bul- 
letins make  a  very  convenient  source  of  information  for  any  business 
library. 

Copies  of  Trade  of  the  United  States  with  the  World,  191«-17, 
Part  2 — Exports,  Miscellaneous  Series  No.  63,  can  be  obtained  nt 
20  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  any  of  the  district  or 
cooperative  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


FBEIlimTABT  FORECAST  OF  KBIA'S  1918  TVTE  CBOF. 

[CoDBUl  General  Jsmei  A.  Smitb,  Cllcatta,  Jal;  11.] 

The  official  preliminary  forecast  of  the  1918  jute  crop  in  Bengal, 
Bihar  and  Orissa,  and  Assam  places  the  area  under  jute  in  the  three 
Provinces  at  2,491,703  acres,'  244.290  acres,  or  about  9  per  cent,  less 
than  the  area  shown  by  last  year  s  final  figures.  This  acreage  is  dis- 
tributed: Bengal  (including  Coocli  Behnr),  2,250,830;  Biliar  and 
Orissa,  180,567;  Assam,  90,300 — these  totals  representing  respective 
decreases  of  161,.591  acres,  72,705  acres,  and  10,(XI0  acres  as  compared 
with  the  final  figures  of  1917.  ^  -  i 
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THE  WAR  TIUSE  lOAES  AND  BHI7FIK0  TAOLITIES. 

In  response  to  tiie  t]ueetion  ^y»n  the  ShJppiDg  Board,  "  What  do 
ehips  mean  to  youT'  tlio  fotlowing  nplv  was  receiTed  fromOhair- 
man  Vance  McConiiick,  of  tho  War  Trade  BoRrd : 

Tlie  iDcreoBe  in  oui-  MHippisg  IndlUiea  tbroiisli  cotutrucUou  of  a  Ikfkc  uom- 
bcr  of  American  vtsaels  means  for  the  War  Trade  Booid  an  owortuultj  to 
realize  its  progrnm  mu)  policies  nloiij;  btYisdcr  niiil  more  positive  lines  Uiau  txis 
licretofore  been  possible.  The  functiona  with  wwcli  this  board  lias  been  In- 
trtnn«d  by  the  President  comprise,  genernlly  spending,  tlie  wartime  regirifttf«n 
el  our  foreign  trade,  nud  the  deiiendcnce  of  trade  upon  stilppliig  is  a  traism 
nlniost  too  trfivlous  for  statamcnt  here. 

Kcgulatlon  of  our  foreign  trade,  be  11  noted,  and  not  restrict lou,  is  tlie  essen- 
tial mission  of  the  hoard.  Unfortunntel;,  lto^ve^'er.  tho  >vor1d  shotlage  Of  too- 
nage  and  the  demand  for  Hhlpn,  cMp^,  and  tiioro  siiips  to  trnnfqKM't  and  main- 
tain our  mpldly  growing  smilei^  in  lahirope  nnd  to  3npi)ly  onr  coftclllgCTeirts 
have  forced  tlio  board  to  work  to  a  considernble  extent  along  lines  of  restilc' 
tlon,  particularly  of  imports,  deferrlnj;  the  almost  eqaally  tnqiortB&t  functlvn 
of  encouraging  and  dereloplng  our  foralgn  trade  under  war  conditions. 

ConntruetEon  of  American  ships  In  large  qituntitl»»  means  to  us  the  oppor- 
tunlly  to  license  freely  the  importation  oC  all  i-eqiiirod  rnw  materials  of 
foreign  origin,  where  we  are  now  compelle<)  to  plclc  anil  choose  amongst  lAoet 
more  and  leea  eswnttal  -supplies,  and  to  odjoet  by  painful  study  and  calcnlathm 
tho  relative  amounts  of  lndl.'<pensables  which  ns  can  and  tuuet  tmiwrt. 

It  means  the  posslbillly  of  free  cxpoi-t  of  Amcricou  commodilles  wlilcli  can 
be  Spared  under  our  war  pi'ogram  to  oter-sen  destinntlons,  to  help  pay  for  our 
gnat  wor  Imports  or  row  materials  and  to  redress  lite  atherne  balance  of 
trade  niDolaK  to  etronsly  agnliut  na  la  nany  foreign  countries.  PaynMBt  for 
war  imports  liy  coiiimodily  eiports,  rather  than  by  our  precious  and  limited 
stocks  of  gold,  is  a  war  measure  of  prime  itnportanee,  and  It  should  not  be 
foi-gotten  that  esporta  eva:i  of  articles  to  us  of  ooneMMUial  or  luxury  char- 
ncler,  which  help  us  to  pay  for  essential  inipoi-ts,  may  from  n  war  standpoint 
be  regarded  as  essential.  Adverse  baltuicesi  of  trndo  mean  the  payment  of 
higher  prices  for  foreign  purchases,  each  penny  taken  from  the  exchange  value 
of  onr  dollar  hi  the  marts  of  a  foreign  land  meanltig  an  eTti-n  cent  added  to 
the  price  charged  us.  and  advcrte  balances  may  In  tills  war  l>e  rodrawtd^  onty 
by  ahlpment  of  wares.  Our  eaterprialag  mercbanta  nul  mannC&cturcra,  too, 
laboring  under  so  many  war  burdens,  are  entitled  to  the  openings  for  export 
which  more  ships  will  give  them. 

Shlpbuifding  means  to  us,  Inter  alia,  an  easier  and  more  grateftil  task  la 
our  negotiations  witb  the  neutrala  Not  eoly  wUi  our  oxcliaoge  proUens, 
noteil  above,  be  llghloaed  when  we  are  no  longer  coiwelled  to  pay  aucli  eiaR»d 
prices  for  the  carriage  of  freights  In  neutral  steamers,  but  can  transport  them 
more  and  more  iu  our  own  vessels,  but  our  olTera  of  supplies  to  the  ueutrals 
can  ife  more  liberal,  our  calls  npon  their  tonuugc  less  pressing,  and  our  Mla- 
UoDS  with  them  moi-c  facile  when  oar  i^reat  gihlpboUdlng  program  ooiBcs'IVto 
CuU  frulUon. 

Ko,  too,  we  shall  be  able  to  fulfill  in  far  moi-u  liberal  measure  our  obUgations 
toward  our  allies  and  friendly  neighbors  In  Lntlii  America,  who  arc  dependent 
on  the  United  States  for  so  many  of  the  commodities  required  for  their  vtW- 
being  or  comfort  and  for  whoso  products  the  natural  market  Is  in  such  large 
measure  offered  by  this  countrj-.  Lack  of  ships  has  during  the  war  hampered 
our  trade  relatione  witli  tbeae  nelghboi-  aatloDS  of  the  Amerlcati  Continent 
more  than  we  lite  to  contemplate.  AdeCiiate  jVmerlcan  tonnage  means  an 
o]>portuniIy  for  full  development  of  the  great  trade  pOMlblllttes  between  tlie 
lieojiles  of  tills  hemisphere  opened  up  In  consequence  of  the  war  and  of  tbat 
friendship  and  nnclerstandtag  wliteh  comfDerclal  intercourse  iofff  m  mneh  to 
promote. 

HO  EXTOUTS  OF  BU^EK  FBOKPARA  imHIirG  TtTKE. 

[Consul  Ocorgc  II.  Pickerel],  ■  rum.  Brmll.] 

There  were  no  slupmcnts  of  crudo  fubiicr  to  Europe  or  to  the 
United  States  during  the  month  of  Jttoe,  lOlS.  During  Uie  same 
month  last  vear  there  were  the  following  ^ipmenls:  To  Etirppe, 
&33,023  pounds;  to  the  United  States,  3,431,056  pounds. 
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THE  FACTS  ABOUT  THE  BUKEAIT'S  INVESTIQATOBS. 

There  seems  to  be  some  misunderstanding  in  ccrttiin  quarters  as  to 
the  caliber  of  tlie  men  selected  to  make  foreign-trade  investigations 
for  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  also  as  to 
the  methods  of  selecting  men  for  this  very  important  work.  Such 
misimderstanding  is  most  unfortunate  in  view  of  the  fact  that  these 
investigators  must  have  the  absolute  confidence  of  the  business  com- 
munity which  they  serve.  An  instance  of  such  misunderstanding 
came  to  light  recently  in  a  questionnaire  circulated  among  business 
men  by  one  of  the  most  efficitiut  and  energetic  commercial  organiza- 
tions of  the  far  West.  It  was  thought  proper  to  address  to  this 
organization  a  letter  explaining  how  the  Bureau^s  agents  are  selected, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  business  public  in  general  that  letter  is 
reproduced  here  substantially  as  written,  as  follows : 

Gentlemen:  I  have  a  copy  of  your  questionnaire  setting  forth  30 
questions  on  after-war  trade  which  you  present  as  subjects  to  be 
talked  over  and  to  be  thought  about  by  business  men.  The  idea  is 
a  good  one  and  it  is  unquestionably  an  impoH^nt  thing  that  Ameri- 
can business  men  should  be  clarifying  their  thoughts  with  reference 
to  the  very  important  questions  which  bear  on  our  trade  in  the  future. 

There  are  several  points,  however,  that  I  wish  to  raise  in  connec- 
tion with  the  qu^tion  that  reads  as  follows: 

Do  70a  Dot  think  our  GoTemnient  should  send  competent  trade  representa- 
tives to  the  varioBS  foreign  countries  to  make  reports;  that  the  corapensa- 
tlon  for  such  representatives  should  be  suAicient  to  secure  practit^al  men  ami 
give  them  ample  help?  While  it  may  be  true  uiany  o£  tlie  reports  now  belnj- 
made  are  of  little  vnlne,  could  not  comi>elent  oeents  gather  and  send  in  niiicli 
Information  of  value  m  to  what  other  countries  were  doing,  samples  of  articles 
supplied  by  such  countrl^  with  prices,  etc.? 

The  wording  of  this  question  is  in  the  typical  leading  question  form 
and  tends  to  give  rise  to  the  inference  that  our  Government  is  not  to- 
day sending  competent  trade  representatives  to  the  various  foreign 
countries  to  make  reports.  It  gives  rise  to  the  further  inference  that 
to-day  tlie  Government  is  not  securing  practical  men.  It  gives  rise 
to  the  inference  that  to-day  many  of  the  reports  being  made  are  of 
little  value  and  that  reports  are  not  being  made  containing  informa- 
tion of  value  as  to  what  other  countries  are  doing;  that  samples  of 
articles  supplied  by  such  countries,  with  prices,  etc.,  are  not  now 
being  sent  in. 
0«l7  Compctoat  BepresentatlTei  are  Selected. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  is  sending  and  has  for  years  been  sending  thor- 
oughlv  cmnpetent  trade  representatives  to  various  foreign  countries 
to  mate  reports.  The  system  by  which  the  special  agents  and  trade 
commissioners  of  the  department  are  picked  gives  as  sure  a  guaranty 
of  competency  as  any  system  could  give.  The  men  are  not  picked 
for  political  reasons;  they  are  not  picked  on  any  purely  academic 
basis.  They  are  picked  purely  on  the  basis  of  their  equipment  for 
the  work  which  tney  have  to  do.  If  a  man  is  picked  to  report  on 
porte  and  transportation  in  a  foreign  part  of  the  world,  he  is  selected 
only  from  candidates  who  have  shown  their  fitness  for  that  class  of 
work.  I  think  yoo  would  hardly  care  to  raise  in  question  the  com- 
petency of  the  trade  commissioner  now  conducting  such  an  iuvesti- 
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gfttioQ  for  the  department  in  the  Orient;  his  repuEatHm  \raa  made  on 
tlio  Pacific  coast  and  was  establislied  tliroughout  this  country  and 
Canada.  If  the  department  is  picking  a  man  to  investigate  jForeigjn 
markets  fov  rfectrical  machinery,  or  for  agricultural  machinery,  it 
does  not  make  its  choice  in  a  haphazanl  mnimei'.  In  the  first  place 
it  takes  the  question  np  with  the  various  engineering  and  mamrfiic- 
turing  concerns  interested  in  such  an  investigation,  and  the  special- 
ized trade  oi'^nizntion  whose  membn-ship  is  irt-imarily  interested 
in  such  investigations  is  given  an  opportunity  to  hflp  pick  tlie  can- 
didate in  question.  To-day  tire  Bureau  lias  four  trade  commissioners 
investigating  the  lumber  trade  in  foreign  coimtries.  Tliosc  eommjs- 
siomers  were  picked  by  the  American  Irnnber  manufactTtrers.  The 
■written  examination  questions  were  drawn  up  by  the  leading  lumber- 
men, and  tho  oral  examining  board  whicli  passed  on  the  qualifications 
of  the  large  number  of  candidates  wa.s  made  up  chiefly  of  the  leading 
lumbermen  of  ttio  United  States.  Hiaiilaily  the  investigiiters  for 
fopeign  markets  for  agricultm-al  maehinery  wtre  mew  who  hnd  d«n- 
onetrit«d  their  fitness  for  the  work  and  ttwo  icconimcndeil  by  fiie 
National  Implement  and  Veliiclc  Association.  I  could  go  right  dawn 
the  line  taking  our  appointees  nun  for  man  and  ti\ow  that  this 
standard  of  competency  is  not  merely  on  paper  bitt  is  artnaHj  in 
effect. 

Better  than  that,  it  can  be  uhonn  that. these  preUninary  tests  have 
almost  without  exception  worked  out  in  actual  pvaotica,  aad  thaitthe 
work  of  the  agents  appointeil  on  this  basis  htm  been  not  only  prac- 
tical, but  has  been  aclmowledged  by  concern  after  concern,  and  by 
national  associations,  as  exactly  what  the  trade  and  the  associaticne 
in  question  desire.  From  not  one  of  these  associations  has  tite  prac- 
tical value  of  the  reports  or  the  competency-  of  our  agents  been  otdied 
in  question.  Several  of  tlic  national  associations  aio  actuaJly- co- 
operating with  the  Bureau  in  bearii^  the  expense  incidenti&l.to  One 
field  investigations  in  which  they  are  interested.  It  is  not  the  ex- 
ception for  the  national  associations  to  pass  resohitiont;  of  a)H}Feoia- 
tion  of  tlie  work  of  this  agent  or  that  agent  in  tlie  specialised  flekks 
in  which  they  aio  intevcsted.  If  you  want  to  get  iiuorHtatiou  as  to 
what  other  coimtries  arc  doing,  I  refer  you  wini  gi-eat- coufidence  to 
the  reports  of  these  very  agents.  The  information  in  titcse  reports 
has  satisfied  the  men  in  tlie  trade,  and  I  imagine  that  i^^  a^  sev«re 
a  tost  as  could  be  desired. 
Sample  Work  a  Feature  of  Foreigu  laveiUckUomi. 

You  also  suggest  lite  advisability  of  ItAving  ss;\inp)es  of  ai-tictes 
supplied  by  foreign  countries,  with  indication  of  prices,  i-tc.  This 
sample  work  is  one  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  foreign  investi- 
gations of  the  agents  of  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Doaiestie  Com- 
merce. Many  of  tlicee  .samples  arc  sent  around  the  ceuntpy  for  ex- 
hibition in  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  or  in  ch:unber»  of  com- 
merce whci-c  the  Bureau  has  no  district  or  coeperative  ofHecs.  Agents 
returning,  bring  nimicrous  samples  with' them  which  tboy^  display  in 
making  their  trips  through  the  manufactmiag  and  trading  rentET% 
in  this  country.  In  connection  with  Onr  Now  York  office  we  iutVe  a 
wcll-eftuipped,  wttl-iin-juiged.  rapidly  growing  exhibition  of  CMn- 
petitivc  products  ivhith  have  been  puichascd  by  owr  Tepresentatives 
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over  the  counter  in  foreien  countries,  and  are  well  tagged  not  only 
as  to  prices,  but  ae  to  all  tne  other  pertinent  facts  which  an  American 
manufacturer  interested  in  tliem  snould  know, 
lite  Barean  Weloomei  Sn^estloiu, 

It  is  not  very  often  that  the  Bureau  is  called  on  to  be  on  the  de- 
fensive with  reference  to  its  work.  It  is  very  seldom  indeed  that 
any  reflections  on  the  work  are  cast  by  a  chamber  of  commerce.  We 
do  not  adopt  an  attitude  of  believing  that  we  are  perfect  or  beyond 
criticism  or  resentment  at  any  sort  of  fair  and  helpful  criticism. 
On  the  contrary,  we  welcome  it.  It  is  by  the  suggestions  of  the  com- 
mercial organization  and  the  business  man  using  our  reports  and 
benefltine  from  the  work  of  our  agents  that  we  are  able  to  make 
that  work  progressively  better.  If  you  have  any  specific  grievances 
against  the  Bureau  or  any  specific  criticism  of  the  work  of  any  of  its 
trade  representatives,  we  invite  you  to  bring  them  to  our  attention. 
iWe  will  not  simply  tell  you  that  "the  matter  will  receive  careful 
consideration";  we  shall  db  very  glad  to  go  into  it  and  if  there  is 
anything  wrong,  see  that  it  is  remedied  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  do  regard  it  as  unfortunate  that  in  a  fonnal  printed  qiies- 
tionnaire  such  as  yours  of  August  28,  which  is  sent  out  to  make 
manufacturers  and  merchants  think  clearly  on  the  problems  of  for- 
eign trade,  a  slant  should  be  given  to  the  effect  tnat  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  sending  out  competent  trade  representatives,  is  not 
getting  out  reports  of  value,  is  not  telling  what  forei^  countries 
Lave  done,  is  not  getting  samples.  Tlicse  are  the  very  things  that  the 
Government  ia  doing,  and  according  to  the  brunt  of  the  testimony, 
13  doing  very  well.  Some  of  the  readers  of  your  bulletin  will  know 
this,  but  others  will  be  unaware  of  it,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that 
the  questions  will  lead  to  wrong  ideas  as  to  matters  of  fact  rather 
than  to  clear  thinking. 

.Very  truly  yours,  B.  S.  Cdtler, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

SIAJC'S  BICE  CROP  PBOSPECTS. 

[Vice  Conaal  CncI  C.  HaoMfi,  Bangkok.] 

The  official  paddy  crop  report  for  the  Erst  half  of  Jnne  for  the 
1&18-19  season  shows  that  in  14  subdistriets  of  the  six  leading 
Provinces  of  Siam  485,200  rai  (194,080  acres  had  been  planted  up 
to  that  time,  but  that  in  this  area  only  188,700  rai  (75,480  acres) 
were  reported  as  in  good  or  in  fair  condition,  while  296,600  rai 

(118,600  acres)  were  not  doing  well,  and  24,750  rai  (9,900  acres) 
had  been  damaged.    For  the  same  period  of  last  year  651,460  rai 

(260,584  acres)  nad  been  planted  in  19  districts,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  only  19,760  rai  (7,904  acres)  the  paddy  plants  were  in 
good  condition. 

The  prices  for  paddy  at  the  Bangkok  rice  mills  ranged  from  93 
f  icals  ($34)  to  159  ticals  ($59)  per  rice  miller's  kwien  (2,133  pounds) , 
accordmg  to  the  quality  of  the  paddy. 

Some  apprehension  is  felt  for  the  outcome  of  this  season  rice  crop, 
owing  to  the  late  and  in  some  districts  very  scanty  rainfall,  reeulting 
in  some  districts  in  the  death  of  the  rice  seedlings  and  in  great  delay 
in  the  plantings  in  other  places. 


.Goo»^lc 


1016  COMHSBCB  BHVBTS. 

IBELnaXAET  8UXIKIM  «  AUZBXJ^  WVU  CUP. 

(Concnt  HfiroM  D.  Clnnt.  Calgarj,  An«rt>,  CMaoda,  Sept  l.I 

A  conservative  official  estimate  of  the  1918  wool  clip  of  Alberta 
places  the  total  quantity  of  wool  prodnced  in  this  Province  at  ap- 
pTOximattfiy-Siil^^O  pounds  net  weight. 

The  wool  growers'  aeBo<:ia1.ions  of  the  Province  h»*'e  nat  beld  «oc- 
ti«n  sa,li%  A3  in  piTTfo«9  year;,  but  sn  rxmagning  their  woof  to  tbe 
Gutidian  CoopeittiTP  Wool  Growers  (Ltd.),  ofToroOto,  r  new  tcx- 
pcovtion  oi^iiimd  this  year  by  the  various  aseoeiBtims  utd  havag 
tS'ks  heitdMr.'T.  R.  At^ll,  fonnerly  snperiiriieiidHlt  of  the  sheep 
bmnch  Hfi  the  Dominion  D^partwent  of  Ajpidcattore.  99bi»  isck- 
pendent  growers  are  selling  their  wool  directly  to  reprpsentativ^s  of 
(l«a)erf;  in  the  United  State?, 
Wool  EsMdlad  bjr  A»taclflti<ULi. 

The  foUoniag  is  a  coDMrvalive  wtiamtK  of  tlie  Mtaatities  of  w«ot 
hasdlcd  by  th«  sssociatiaas  in  this  Province  in  1918 : 
Association:  Vata^unt. 

SoaUwrn  Allii^rtii  Wool  aiwwen'  AaMclAMon.  Irt^abt-ldec I.WB|600 

AJberta  Sftecp  Braaders'  Aesoelatk».  Osdsacy SB»»M» 

Froriiuuid  Slieeii  Breaderg'  AswclaUoa,  Bdmotaii 107,000 

LacomlJc  Wool  Growers'  Association,  Lscombe . "ST,  000 

WalBh-Irvlns  Wool  Growei-s'  AesMloHoa,  Wahti -fM^W 

.  V«rniflhni '  Wool  Oivwcre'  AtJEoelatiott,  VermlUan,  vBd  PinciKr 

Orwh  Wool  Gi'«w»rf<'  AMOdatton,  Wncke*  Greek ....      13S,>«W 

Total  baiHlled  by  oseoclatloua %  315,2801 

Iiidepeniteat    <pKttmntefll _..    "IM.OW 

Trtal %415,iaB 

■Rie  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Association  (Calgary)  has  almady 
shipped  308,000  pounds  of  wool  to  the  Canadian  CVtopenrtire- "Worf 
Growers  (Lrfd.),  at  Toronto,  repi-esenting  the  wool  of  475  members 
of  the  nssocintion,  compai-cd  with  155,000  pounds  sold  last  year  for 
228  mcmbei-s.  The  total  quantify  haiidle<l  by  the  associations  last 
year  was  1,131,690  pminds,  and  the  total  chp  in  lJn.7  is  officially  esti- 
mated at  1,250,000  pornids,  so  that  there  is  ^een  to  lie  a  gain  this  year 
of  well  over  1;000,000  pounds.  Weol  productton  in  'this  part  of 
Canada  will  doubtless  continue  to  grew  at  cwn  a  faster  rate  fimn 
aovran.  All  ^imals  fit  foi'  broediog  purposes  aro  b«flz  jfctAiMd-by 
the  stock  raisers,  and  th«  oSEnriBg»«t  the  diiforeiit  atockysixls^iathe 
^vTiBce  ditring  the  past  yeat;  have  not  been  snflicient  <  to  ostabtiidt 
a  Biarket. 
Sheep  "Moved  to'Xorthem  Part  ot  Provliice — Wool  Sale  Erlcei. 

Owing  to  the  dry  wojithei-  aiid  scareity  of.gr.iss  in  tliu  southern 
part  of  Albeitji  this  smnmei',  large  numbers  of  sheep  have  been 
shipped  north.  It  i.s  expected  thut  these  shoep  will  remain,  in  the 
northern  pait  of  the  Province,  thus  pericaaeiitly  incieasittg  wool 
production  there,  and  .so  room  will  be  left  foi-  the  southern,  flocks  to 
increase. 

In  early  sales  made  this  year  to  CoBadlau  manufacturers  who  irare 
in  need  of  spot  wool,  prices  for  eaatcru  Canada  wool  and  possiMT 
500,000  poMnds  of  western  wool  a\'eraged  about  73  cents  pci  povBO. 
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SMpments  ag^i-egafeing  l^O^-jWO  poirnds  hare  aince  been  received 
from  AuctoaiiA,  aod  1S)QOO,0OO  ipovoi^.  ase  ax)>9otsd  dn  the  near 
future.  The  price  fised  for  Au^ralinn  wool  by  the. British  Gov«rn- 
meoit  averftgftB  utoiit  40  cents  per  pound  in  the  grease ;  60  that  Caita- 
diflii  ffrowers  most  now  looktothe  United  States  market  and  will 
dootFtleES  obtitrn  the  aeabcrard  price,  minns  the  freight  and  pins  the 
exdiange.  Western  Canada  wools  are  principally  combing  wools 
and  can  not  be  Hsedto  the  be^  advantage  by  Canadian  manufacturers. 
The  fort^tBg  estimates  of  the  1918  wool  clip  and  the  quantities 
handled  fhis  year  by  the  -various  jiesocintions-were  fumiahed  by  Mr. 
T.  C.  Clark,  n5)pe8enta,tiTC  of  tiie  Itve-stock  .branch  of  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  Agiicnltore  at  Ottawa.  Tha  i^;ures  regarding  tiie  wool 
dripped  tliis  year  by  the  AHwEtaSheepBrrcdei-s'  Assjciation  (Cal- 
garj^)  were  supplied  by  Mr.  E.  Ij.  KichardsOTi,  secretary  of  the  ifsso- 
ciation. 


I'lLM  SU^TXES  IH ISCW  ZE&L&SD. 


ICaiaawl  Ucwrml  AttzeA  i 

The 'film  censor  for  the  iSew  Zeahnid  Government  has  announced 
that  there  lias  been  a  great  faHing  off  of  Jute  in  the  importation,  of 
irictnre  fibns. 

The  #Etly  inuwrtations  amotmtcd  to  only  295;980.feet  as  coiopared 
with  448,870  wot  for  the  corresponding  inonth  of  hist  3«!ttr^  and 
74©,766  ttet  ior  the  marimmn -month  sance  the  cBHSorshij)  was  cstab- 
iirfiTO-some  two  yearrs  ago. 

During  the  first  12  days  of  August  there  were  but  S9,flffl0  feet  of 
fflmpnt  in-tiiehandfityf  the'WBBorjmdbnt  Sttlc  prospect  for  an  in- 
srease  durii^  the  ■next  f«w  montiis,  since  it  is  nnderstoodtliat  there 
is  a  good  supply  of  flbns  in  utock. 

It  is  miderstood  tihat  the  hir^  pictnre  strpply  honses  in  New  2!ea- 
hmd'have  laid  in  a  lai^e  stock  of  tip-to-d»te  mms  fearing  that  the  war 
miglit  intcrfei-e  with  Wie prodnction,  so  that  now  it  is  stated  theTe:ar6 
sOfflciflnt  s»pplieB-(rf  flw  standard  films- to  last  fop  two  years,  and  it  is 
ffBpposed  Ihfrt  (Bily  the  newest  and  more-attTactiTe  fftms  will  he  im- 
parted during  the-  Tiext  year  'at  leftst. 


SHORTAOE  OF  CAUSTIC-SODA  SUPPLIES  nrmswzEAunn), 

[Con-'Ul  Gcnciol  Alfred  A.  Wlaalun-,  AurklnnO,  Aug-  12-1 

Tbeic  is  a  uiftrked  sbeottagc  o2  caustic  soda  in  New  Zealand,  which 
is  seriously  interfering  with  l.tie'BeQg[HraanufAotnriag  iaduafery  <fae*ft 
Pi-ioee  .ha-ve  risen  to  wbafc  weuld  «sem  to  be  uurtasoaablc  tignrcs, 
sinc«  auda  basactually  b«en  sold  liere  at  $4S7  per  ion,  as  ooarpaired 
with  $28  ;per  ton  just  .previous:  io  the  oKtbreak  of  bostilitWE. 

Caiistia  soda  is  not  as  yet  fwoduoed  in  New  Zealamd  to  any 'fiiteut^ 
but  a  pliiiit  under  con&tructiooL  near  CluistdMtrch  is  cspected  to  bo 
put  in  ^leiation  soon.    It  will  ex^act  flalt  from  sea  w»t«r. 

The  Snglish  siyiply  of  oauatio  soda  lis  understootl  to  be,  -aniburely 
shut  J)l£.  Olid  K&^v  Zealand  coneumecs  are  relying  Gfitircdy  u^wn  tue 
suf^ly  from  the  United  States.  This  is  moving  forward  Very  riowly, 
Kiid  the  Bituatkut  is  really  becoming  acute. 
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7KA5C0-SPAHISH  TKASE  AGBEEXZHT. 

[ComiDprdal  Attsrlil!  Flpive  C.  WIIIIaniB,  PrtIb,  FiUBce,  Ang.  Sl.l 

.The  war  has  bronglit  into  operation  a  new  type  of  international 
agreement.  It  is  an  agreement  for  a  more  or  less  limited  period — 
Hsiinlly  not  more  tlian  a  year — for  the  mutual  exchange  of  products. 
It  is  the  result  of  war  conditions,  whereby  belligerent  nations  have 
largely  ceased  to  export  goods  otlier  than  war  materials  for  their 
allies,  and  have  become  chiefly  concerned  in  importing  food  and  raw 
materials.  To  obtain  these  indispensable  articles,  as  well  as  credita 
in  the  exporting  coimtry  to  pay  for  them,  the  belligerent  country 
bargains  not  omy  with  such  few  commodities  as  it  can  spare  to 
export  but  likewise  with  its  power  to  exclude  the  products  of  its 
neighbors  from  its  own  markets.  This  new  form  of  international 
agreement,  therefore,  owes  its  existence  to  the  prevailing  system  of 
licensing  exports  and  imports  which  the  war  has  created. 

As  agreements  of  this  nature  will  outlast  the  war  and  may  become 
a  permanent  factor  in  international  commercial  policies  of  the  future, 
it  may  be  useful  to  describe  in  detail  a  typical  commercial  agreemoit 
between  the  Governments  of  France  and  Spain,  signed  on  March  6 
and  to  remain  in  effect  until  the  end  of  1918. 

The  position  of  the  two  bargaining  countries  was  about  as  follows: 
France  needs  in  its  conduct  of  the  war  certain  Spanish  products, 
chiefly  metals,  niinerals,  and  wooL  France  also  needs  loans  out  of 
which  to  pay  for  tliese  articles,  her  own  export  products,  which  ordi- 
narily would  pay  for  her  imports,  being  consumed  in  the  production 
of  war  goods. 

To  obtain  these  concessions  from  Spain,  France  offers  certain  quan- 
tities of  things  which  she  herself  needs  but  which  she  Is  willing  to 
do  without  in  order  to  obtain  from  Spain  the  articles  above  men- 
tioned which  she  needs  more  and  can  not  find  elsewhere.  In  addi- 
tion, France  agrees  to  permit  Spanish  products,  the  exportation  of 
which  is  essential  to  the  economic  prosperity  of  Spain  but  which  ar« 
entirely  unnecessary  to  that  of  France,  to  find  a  market  in  the  latt^ 
country.  From  a  strictly  economic  point  of  view,  France  does  not 
need,  under  existing  conditions,  to  import  from  Spain  such  things 
as  wine,  liquors,  cork,  and  fruits. 
ProTlttoni  of  the  Agreement 

Taking  up  the  Franco-SpanLsh  agreement  in  its  details,  we  find 
this  process  of  mutual  concessions  clearly  exemplified. 

First  of  all,  as  to  the  articles  which  France  needs  and  in  return 
for  which  she  is  willing  to  grant  concessions. 

The  Spanish  Government  agrees  to  permit  the  exportation  to 
France,  without  any  restrictions  as  to  quantity,  of  pyrites,  lead,  zinc, 
copper,  ores  of  all  kinds,  and  manufactured  wool,  all  of  wliich  arti- 
cles are  indispensable  to  France  in  the  conduct  of  the  war. 

In  addition,  the  Spanish  Government  agrees  to  permit  the  exporta- 
tion to  France  of  certain  articles  as  long  as  they  are  not  needed  by 
Spain  herself.  In  any  case,  it  is  stipulaSd  that  France  shall  receive 
during  the  life  of  the  agreement  as  nwch  of  these  articles  as  Spain 
exports  to  any  other  nation.  They  are  as  follows :  Fabrics ;  yarn  and 
miscellaneous  articles  made  of  hemp,  cotton,  or  jute;  shoes  of  all 
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kimds;  laftictee  made  of  iron,  stoe],  an<l  other  metals:  raiiwuy  car6 
and  rolling  stock ;.dt«nieal  proditcts;  ri^ce,  onions,  potatoes.  <ilivo  oil; 
figs,  rniiuiB,  and  canned  goads. 

In  i«tarn  for  the  agreemant  by  Spnin  to  facilitate  flio  I'xpnrtution 
of  the  foregoing  nrticles,  Fmncp  agrees  to  permit  the  exportation  to 
Spain  of  the  following  commodities  which  the  latter  cmintry  noedfi 
and  which  slio  can  not  obtain  with  etjual  facility  elsewhere:  Copra 
in  unlimited  (juantity,  to  be  transported  from  Mfttln^iisnii-  hy  the 
Spanish  Government.  Phosphates  rroni  Algeria  or  Tunis,  tobetrnns- 
ported  bytlie  Spanish  Gorcmment.  minhnnm  quantity  200,000  tons, 
■of  which  26,000  tons  dwll  be  loatted  flt  the  port  of  Tnnia  and  125,000 
toils  at  the  port  of  Sphax.  Tlie  date  of  loading  is  to  be  fixed  after 
ttgretment  with  tite  Freach  Ministry  of  Agricimure,  In  oise  Si>ain 
ncede  more  than  tliis  quantity  of  phosphates,  the  French  (iovemment 
agrees  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  increase  the  allowance.  Wtdi  fcnr  and 
diareoal,  2,600  tons  minimimi.  Wool  waste,  2,000  tons  minimum. 
Tools  and  machinary,  3,000  tons  msximnm,  to  be  distributed  among 
sucli  claeeeH  of  teole  and  mnclunery  ns  may  he  available  for  export 
irom  IiVan«e,  inchiding  second-hand  machinery.  Elcetriwl  rnncnin- 
«Ty  and  material  to  be  exported  frmn  France  at  the  rateof  200  tons 
m«rvthly,  eonnnencing  with  April,  1918,  and  increasing  from  month  to 
motrth  nntil  August.,  dttring  which  at  leant  800  tons  shall  Iw exported 
■from  France  to  Spain,  tire  total  to  be  not  less  than  ?l,500  tons.  Scrap 
iron  of  inferior  quality,  and  to  comprise  [irincipnlly  scrap  nfflteriftfa 
■Tttumttl  from  tl\e  ffOBt,  The  minimum  quantity  exported  from 
Pnutce' shall  be  1,000  tons.  All  the  foregomg  articles  represent  those 
ti^gB'which  are  among  the  inost  Tirgpntiy  nwded  by  Spain  af^  far  as 
France  can  aipply  thein. 

■In  addition.'tlie  Franch  Government  agrees  to  permifthe  exporta- 
tion of  the  following  articles  as  long  as  they  are  notnee^ledfor  con- 
smnption  by  France  or  its  Allies,  and  snb}ect  to  any  exist  iiu;  agree- 
ments to  wliich  the  Freiicli  Govcrninent  may  be  a  piu-ty:  Qieiuical 
and  pharmaceutical  jiroducts,  rapjiii-  parts  for  tiuscellaneous  ma- 
chineiY,  repair  parts  for  locomotivcK  and  rolling  stock,  silk  and'silk 
floss «Tv\  logetiible  fibers. 

For  obviouK  leiitons,  (he  French  Government  does  not  guarantee 
tho  exportation  to  Siniin  of  any  fixed  quantity  of  the  nbove-men- 
tioned  aBticles,  but  only  agrees  not  to  prevent  tlieir  esijoitatiou  to 
■Spain  so  long  as  they  arc  not  needed  by  the  xVllies  for  tlie  (iouduct 
of  the  war.  Tliis  concession,  like  tho  cori'es|)ondijig  one  by  the 
Spanish  Government,  is  of  minor  value  betuus*'  of  its  contiiigent 
character. 

TTAMtx  .Frmtdts  UArkat.  tn  Otttsla  ftuMiUlka  tl  flpmMt  AitUHs. 

■But  ft  I'willy  valuable- concession  on  the  part  of  the  Frcucii  Govern- 
jBHils  is  itfl  agveoment  to  provide  a  market  in  France  for  certain 
quanlitieE  of  Spanish  nrticlef  which  F^nce  could  well  do  without, 
mid  Avhich  from  a  purely ecdhomir  point  of  view  it  would  prefer  to 
exclude  as  long  as  the  war  lasts.  These  articles  are:  (1)  Winci^,  in- 
^itding  sherrv  aad  liqoeors.  will  be  allowied  imi>ortatio»  into  France 
nt  the  rate  of" at  least  260,000  hectoliters  monthly.  The  French  Gov- 
ernment lias  the  pri\ilege  of  replacing  100,600  hectoliters  of  im- 
ported SpaJiiSh  wine  with  a  corrcspmiding  quantity  of  Spanish  alco- 

_     .>qIc 
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hol  for  industrial  purposes.    France  agrees  to  endeavor  to  furnish 
second-hand  barrels  for  the  transport  of  this  wine. 

(2)  Oranges,  bananas,  and  other  fi-esh  fruits  will  be  allowed  im- 
portation into  France  up  to  50  per  cent  of  the  average  monthly  im- 
ports from  Spain  during  the  years  1913-1917,  inclusive. 

(3)  Cork  will  be  allowed  to  come  into  France  up  to  60  per  cent 
of  the  average  imports  during  the  last  10  months  of  the  years  191S 
to  1917,  inclusive,  * 

(4)  Essences  for  the  manufacture  of  perfumery.  The  French  Gov- 
ernment agrees  to  license  the  importation  of  at  least  75  per  cent  of 
the  average  imports  of  this  class  of  goods  from  Spain  dunng  the  last 
10  months  of  the  years  1913  to  1917,  inclusive. 

The  quantities  stipulated  shall  cover  all  goods  imported  into 
France  whether  for  the  account  of  the  French  Government  or  for 
private  parties. 

The  French  Government  agrees  not  to  subject  these  articles  im- 
ported from  Spain  to  any  less  favorable  treatment  than  that  ac- 
corded to  similar  products  imported  fiom  any  other  country. 

However,  it  reserves  the  right  to  suspend  the  admission  of  wines 
or  oranges  from  Spain  whenever  the  total  of  either  of  these  prod- 
ucts shaU.  exceed  the  maximum  reached  at  s^y  time  during  the  last 
three  years.  The  purpose  of  this  provision,  clearly,  is  to  prevent  the 
Spanish  Government  from  "  dumping"  the  entire  allotment  of  wines 
or  oranges  into  France  at  one  time. 

The  agreement  sets  forth  that  the  enumeration  of  commodities 
mentioned  therein  is  not  intended  to  act  as  a  limit,  and  that  -the 
French  Government  will  endeavor  to  permit  tlie  importation  into 
France  of  all  products  the  exportation  of  which  is  of  interest  to 
Spain,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  exigencies  of  the  French  situation. 
Tianilt  Sblpnents. 

Another  not  unimportant  concession  which  the  French  Govern- 
ment accords  to  the  Spanish  Government  is  transit  across  France 
of  the  following  articles  coming  from  Switzerland  to  Spain : 

A.  (1)  Electrical  machinery  and  turbines  manufactured  in  Swit- 
zerland and  destined  for  Spain,  the  transit  of  which  across  France 
will  be  allowed  by  agreement  between  France  and  Switzerland.  (2) 
Beet-root  seed  and  knitting  needles  coming  from  Switzerland  or 
Germany.  These  articles  will  be  allowed  transit  across  France  in 
such  quantity  as  may  be  strictly  necessary  for  the  domestic  needs 
of  Spain.  In  addition  the  French  Government  agrees  to  examine  on 
tlieir  merits  any  cases  not  coming  within  the  above  categories  as 
may  be  submitted  to  it  by  the  Spanish  Government,  the  desire  being 
to  give  full  satisfaction  to  Spain  as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit 

B.  Exportation  across  France  from  Spain  to  Switzerland  of  all 
articles  and  products  which  Switzerland  shall  purchase  in  Spain 
and  the  exportation  of  which  is  authorized  b;  Spain,  in  such  quan- 
tities as  may  have  been  agreed  to  between  the  French  and  Swiss 
Governments, 

The  Spanish  Government  similarly  engages  to  facilitate  the  free 
transport  across  Spain  of  any  merchandise  destined  for  France  or 
French  colonies,  or  vice  versa. 

In  general,  the  two  governments  agree  to  facilitate  as  much  as 
possible  the  transport  of  merchandise  between  the  two  countries. 
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Each  coimtrr  agrees  that  any  merchandise  imported  into  it  from 
tho  other  shall  not  be  reexpivted  from  the  importihg  country,  ex- 
cept with  th«  consent  of  the  country  of  original  export. 
Vlau^l  PTOTiaUM. 

These  latter,  howevei',  are  only  generalities.  The  vital  part  of  tiiis 
agreement  is  that  by  which  France  secured  from  Spain,  in  retturn 
for  certain  concessioiis  not  only  badly  needed  raw  materials  and 
food  articles,  bat  loans  out  of  which  to  pay  for  tham. 

As  stated  above,  French  industry  being  completely  absoibed  in  the 
production  of  war  goods,  the  country  has  little  esportable  surplus 
with  w]iich  to  pay  for  its  imports.  To  pay  for  these  imports  with 
diipments  of  gold  would  contract  tl»o  credit  structure  of  France 
itself.  Therefore,  France  demanded  that  in  return  for  trade  &vois 
Spain  itself  should  provide  credit  to  finance  tho  excess  of  Spanish 
exports  to  Frrnjce  over  Spanish  imports  from  Franco. 

TTie  articles  in  the  agreement  covering  this  part  of  the  Franco- 
Spanish  bargain  rend  as  follows : 

AxiicLK  XI.  Ill  oiilei-  tu  lucllllnte  tha  iwrihtDie  of  Soanlala  prodiKti  and buw- 
nfocturcd  goods,  the  Srmiisli  Govemmeut  ivUl  auUiorlze  n  cousorttOBi  •£ 
Spnnl*)!  Imufcers  •nd  jaerchants,  now  lu  procees  of  rornintlou,  to  opai  in  faTor 
«f  R  cMunrtlnai  of  French  bankers,  also  !n  itrocees  of  formation,  nmnthi; 
«x«dltB  to  be  rirami  ou  bf  ttra  ratter  throogli  Oranc.  Tbeae  credits  dall  not 
exceed  :15,000,000  pesetas  per  inontli  darinc  Uie  last  10  moDtlHS  of  tbe  rear 
1918;  Hint  Is  to  say,  n  total  of  330,000,000  peeetas  for  the  raiaaiader  «f  tiae 
year  1918.  Iliwc  rrrfltH  stuill  bo  paorantecd  by  tbe  Acpocdt  with  tHe  'Bank. 
vt  Bpalo  of  oMlcadMia  of  tlie  Freiidi  TreaMiry  made  out  tn  pewtas  payable  In 
Spain,  and  wberercr  ponlbte,  of  SftalA  aecnitttce. 

Akticu;  XI  I.  TIte  ci-edlta  opcued  In  ibe  Mane  ot  tlie  Fi«*cti  aonsortfam  alMll 
be  used  e.\cluNively  to  pay  for  Spanish  products,  the  expoi'tatlon  at  wbkb  to 
France  Is  antlwrlwHTby  vii-tnc  of  the  pi-csent  asreement. 

■!*«  SfWDiflli  QorertuiRDt  may.  If  It  tteema  uecessarj",  Impose  on  any  Jndi- 
Tldual  or  Arm  cnriTlnf;  on  export  trade  with  B^oce  the  obllRatloa  to  ssstst  In 
furnlahing  the  (-r^Uu  wlildi  Rball  be  t^wtted  In  the  name  of  die  Rcndi 
cousortittiu. ' 

Tho  measui'cts  whkti  the  Spaulsh  Gorei-moeut  slwll.lake  with  this  end  In 
view'  must  he  urrnngtil  under  such  eondttJons  that  no  fnrtnstry  will  tie  placed 
in  a  sltuntion  less  favorable  UutD  its  nalgltbwe,  and  also  that  no  firm  shall  be 
placed  in  a  positlou  less  advaatageens  than  that  of  its  oompetitois. 

Tho  foregoing  two  articles  reproseot  the  main  concessions  which 
tho  French  Government  wislicd  to  obtain  by  Uiis  agreenieut.  It  was 
able  to  obtain  tliis  concession  because,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  in 
position  to  withhold  from  Spain  certain  articles  of  Frencli  production 
which  Spain  uwds,  and  secondly,  because  it  (the  Frcndi  Govern- 
ment) could  impose  hardship  on  Spanlsli  commerce  and  industry  by 
excluding  the  products  of  the  Intti^r  countiy  from  their  noimal 
market  in  France. 

,  The  interest  of  the  United  States  in  this  particular  agreement  is 
due  to  tho  fact  that  purchases  in  Spain  for  the  American  Ex- 
peditionary Forces  in  France  increase  French  imports  from  Spain 
to  that  extent.  For  this  reason  it  was  specificjilly  stated  in  the 
agreement  that  Articles  XI  ond  XII,  quoted  above,  form  not  only 
an  integral  part  of  the  agreement  between  the  French  and  Spanish 
Governments,  but  also  of  the  agreement  enteied  into  at  about  the 
same  fime  by  tho  Spanish  and  American  Governments.  This  pro- 
vision makes  the  credit  of  350,000,000  pesetas  opciietl  b\'  Spain  avail- 
able for  finani:ing  Amprican  army  puivh;i-e-  in  Spain. 

Google 
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In  consequence  of  tliis  fact,  it  Is  stipulated  in  the  agreement  thaC 
if  for  any  cause  the  credits  contcmplatedlty  Articlps  XI  and  XH 
can  not  be  made  available  for  the  French  consortium,  the  agree- 
ments entered  into  on  the  part  uf  France  and  the  United  States 
with  respect  to  exports  to  Spain  would  automatically  be  suspended. 

Inversely,  if  for  any  cause  France  or  the  United  States  should  be 
unable  to  execute  any  part  of  tlieir  respective  agreements,  the  Span- 
ish Government  would  automatically  be  released  from  any  obliga- 
tion to  place  now  credits  at  the  disposition  of  the  French  con- 
sortium. _  _^  , 
Qaaraiiteei  as  to  Export  Ihitlet. 

The  agreement  also  contains  provisions  calculated  to  prevent  any 
misunderstanding  with  relation  to  export  taxes  imposed  by  (ie 
Spanish  Government  In  other  words,  the  Spanish  GoTemment 
might,  unless  the  necessary  stipulation  was  made,  impose  on  any  or 
all  of  the  products  it  agreed  to  export  to  France,  export  taxes  that 
would  malce  the  price  prohibitive  to  the  importing  country. 

However,  inasmuch  as  the  Spanish  Government  derives  part  of  its 
revenue  from  export  taxes,  it  reserved  the  ri^t  to  impose  certain 
export  taxes.  The  contract  stipulates  that  the  duties  which  may  be 
imposed  on  articles  exported  to  France  or  the  United  States  shall 
not  exceed  the  taxes  levied  on  similar  articles  exported  to  other 
countries.  Moreover,  such  export  duties  shall  not  affect  any  of  the 
articles  mentioned  in  the  present  agreement,  or  in  the  agreement 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Spanish  Governments  with  the 
exception,  however,  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following  table. 
These  articles  may  at  any  time  be  subjected  to  export  duties,  the 
amount  of  which  must  not  exceed  the  figures  stated^  Rice,  100  pesetas 
per  100  kilos :  olive  oil,  30  pesetas  per  100  kilos ;  tanned  hides  and 
skins,  other  than  sole  and  belting  leather,  120  pesetas  per  100  kilos; 
sole  and  belting  leather,  €0  pesetas  per  100  kilos;  commop  soap,  10 
pesetas  per  100  kilos;  tannmg  extracts,  10  pesetas  per  100  kilos; 
crude  tartar,  15  pesetas  per  100  kilos. 


eauwats  and  tramwats  op  BITEHA. 

[Conau!  Lawrence  P.  Brtggi,  Eangoon,  Burm«,  InilU.] 

Tlie  report  on  the  administration  of  Burma  for  the  year  1916-17 
gives  a  good  review  of  railway  construction  and  operation  in  Burma 
for  the  official  year  ended  March  31,  1917.  According  to  this  report 
the  number  of  miles  of  railway  in  operation  remained  at  1,599. 
No  additions  were  made  duriup  the  year,  and  no  new  lines  were 
under  construction.  All  the  railways  of  Burma  are  owned  by  the 
Province  and  operated  by  the  Burma  Kailways  Co.  (Ltd.). 

Several  projects  were  under  discussion  between  the  xtailway  Board 
and  the  government  of  Burma.  It  was  decided  that  the  proposed 
Aungban-Heho  extension  (18  miles)  in  the  southern  Shan  States 
should  bo  proceeded  with  as  soon  as  possible.  The  question  of  the 
further  extension  of  this  branch  was  postponed  on  the  advice  of  the 
Government  of  India.  The  survey  of  the  proposed  branch  line  from 
Kyangin  to  Petye  (8  miles) ,  in  the  upper  Irrawaddy  delta  (Henzada 
district),  was  completed  during  tlie  year,  and  the  report  and  esU- 
mato  were  under  consideration.  The  report  and  estimates  for  the 
proposed  line  to  connect  Burma  with  India  were  also  under  consid- 
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eratlon  during  the  year,  but  no  eonelnsion  was  i-eached  as  to  whether 
(he  coast  line  fnm  Pnnne  (496  mike)  or  Minhla  (450  nnlcs)  to 
Chittagong  in  Lower  Assam  ^ftoold  be  adopted  iu  preferenco  to  the 
Hotong  Valley  route  from  Mogaung  to  Malrum  (284  miles)  in  Upper 
Assam. 

A  new  company  called  the  Tonasserira  Bailway  &  Trading  Syn- 
dicate was  formed  for  the  establishment  of  a  railway  syeteni  in 
certain  parts  of  the  Tcuiis&crim  coaigt  south  of  Moulmein.  The  pro- 
posed extension  of  tlie  Burma  railway  system  from  Mmilmein  to 
Tavoy  and  Mergui,  which  has  long  been  projected,  has  been  stimu- 
lated by  the  recent  development  of  Die  tmigsten  and  tin  mines  of  that 
region.  The  new  syndicate's  proposal  to  the  Railway  Board  was 
under  consideration 'during  the  year  of  report. 
Inereased  Trafflc  and  Earnings. 

The  gross  earuings  of  the  Burma  Railways  Co.  (Ltd.)  during 
lOlfi-ir  were  $8,022. .Wr,  as  against  $7,164'.I37  in  1915-lG  and 
$t.r)87,198  iu  1914^15.  Working  expenses  were  $4,174,808,  as  against 
$4,200,278  ill  1015-16  and  $4,350,327  in  1914-15.  Net  cai-nings  were 
$3,847,779,  «8  against  $2^57,859  in  1916-16  and  1B3,236,871  in  l»14-]5. 
Of  the  gross  earnings  of  the  company  about  40  per  cent  was  derivod 
from  passenger  sei'^ice  and  nearly  60  per  cent  from  freight. 

Tlie  number  of  passengers  carried  during  the  year  was  29,030,278, 
as  againfit  27,738,360  in  191i>>16  and  27,045,123  in  1014-15.  The 
ircd^t  carried  during  1916-17  amounted  to  nttM^e  than  2,300,000  long 
tons,  of  which  the  principal  items  were:  Paddy  and  rice,  1,280,000 
♦oBs;  marble  and  stone,  200,000  tons;  timber;  138,000  tons;  beans 
and  i)eas,  85,000  tons;  other  vegetabJes  and  fmits,  70,000  tons;  sugar 
and  molasses,  38,000  tons;  and  provisions,  14,700  tons. 
OpcntiMi  of  Iraawaya  Ik  Snma. 

Only  two  cities  of  Burma,  Rangoon  and  Mandalay.  have  oK-ctric 
tramways.  The  Rangoon  tramway  is  operated  by  the  Rangoon  Elec- 
tric Tramway  &  Supply  Co.  It  earned  10,860,029  pa.si^enger.s  in 
1916-17,  BS  against  10,811,400  in  191u-16  and  10,»8K,229  in  1914-15. 
The  rnnning  mileage  was  computed  at  1,435^6.  as  agai)^l  1 .446.512 
in  1915-16  and  1,460588  in  1914-15.  The  total  receipts  amounted  to 
$276,727,  as  agaifist  $279,435  in  1915-16  and  $281^84  in  1014^15. 

The  Mandalay  tramway  is  operated  by  Uie  Burma  Electric  Tram- 
way &  Lighting  Co.  During  1916-17  it  carried  2,676,900  passengers, 
as  against  2,659.101  in  1916-16  and  3,5W.0S1  in  1914-16.  The  total 
mileage  ran  was  509,960,  as  against  S02.r)07  in  191.5-16  and  488.317 
in  1914-15.  The  receipts  were  $69,753.  as  agamst  $65,860  in  1915-10 
and  $66,509  in  1914-15. 

The  Mandalay-Madaya  light  railway  was  complctstl  iu  March, 
1917,  but  was  not  opened  for  passenger  ti'allic  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

ITALY  SEOiriSinONS  1918  CORN  CHOP. 

[Cowul  ticnorjil  DttrM  F.  WUber,  (ienoa.  Alls.  ICI 

All  maize  of  the  1918  harvest,  except  that  needed  by  the  grower 
(or  other  person  having  the  nght  thereto)  for  (a)  sowing  his  fields; 
(6)  food  for  his  family,  for  liis  agricultural  laborers,  and  for 
those  at  a  fixed  salary  to  whom  he  must  supply  food  or  compensa- 
tion in  kind;  and  (c)  feeding  live  stock,  has  been  requisitioned  by 
the  Ttaliiiu  Government  under  a  ministerial  decree  dated  August  9. 
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FOEEIOH  TRAIO:  OFFOBTUMITIES.        -     - 

Rcri>tv<m1  ail(lrraw!>  mar  ^  otilnlnn)  Crom  Ihp  B«rca>  and  Its  diatvtcrt  and  eooyvraa 
•Ive  amerM.  Itf^iicut  for  eich  opportunlly  should  be  on  a  gepRrate  ehcet  and  •(»(« 
Dpirartanltr  nninbcr.  Tiie  Barmta  dofo- not  farslsh  credit  ratlag*  or  mHuma 
reHpoiiBlbiLltj  Ha  (o  the  alardinn  ol  lorelgn  lu<iiilrpi« :  thn  luual  precButionn  nbould  ba 
takpn  In  nil  com^k,  StwIioIb  :  *  itciKirli-d  bj  AmerlcBD  coDHular  omrprs ;  t  Iteportcd  h; 
'-'  -ttacbiJs  aud  commercial  agents ;  t  Direct  iDqulrlea  received  bj-  tbe  Bureau. 


■a  eoDBldrrltiK  Ihr  follairlnn;  " 
kmd  to  thr  Ifaira  and  resBlslloai 
i*i«k  Ike  cueMT. 

Chemical  proda eta 2740R,  27 
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tloslerr  and  underwear 

Iron  and  itect  produeta 

—  ■      utonHlTf) 


27407.* — ^A  dfllry  firm  In  Englnni]  deslrea  to  purchase  mllk-dryttis  macUlDer;. 

References. 
27468.* — An  ogency  Ik  ileslrMi  by  a  man  tn  France  for  the  snle  of  citeralcal 

prodncta  und  phai-iuaceuticul  proi>arutiouH.    Curre3iH>ndeDce  should  l>e  In 

274Cft.'— A  rompany  In  Ce.vlon  desires  to  purcliose  and  secure  nn  Agency  for 
dry  gnorifl.  Buch  as  cotton  and  woolen  gooda,  eoadnss,  serpes,  vicunas,  sllka, 
cambrics,  chintz,  tweeda,  worsted  fabrics.  Anierlcftn  drills,  laces,  embroidery, 
satJns,  caroboj.s,  sartmgs,  mercerized  fabrics,  etc.;  hoalen',  undo-wear  for 
men  aud  women,  etc.  Payment  opiional,  but  will  be  made  by  conBrmed 
credit  port  of  shipment  against  ship's  bill  of  lading,  If  necessary.  Corro- 
spondence  may  be  In  English.    Itefirence. 

27470.* — A  flrtn  In  France  desires  to  pnrchnse  and  Recure  an  agency  for  the 
sale  of  motor-car  accesgorlis.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French.  Bef- 
ference. 

27471.t — A  man  In  Portugal  dentres  to  reprflflent  American  mannfncttirers  and 
exporters  of  mutiou-plcUire  films.    Full  infurmatlun  should  be  submitted. 

27472.t — A  business  man  In  Noi^ay  desires  to  secure  an  agency,  on  a  commis- 
sion basis,  for  the  snle  of  Iron  and  steel  produc-ts,  metals,  hardware,  and 
machinery.  Credit  will  bo  opened  In  New  York  for  pnyment  against  docu- 
ments.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    ltefereQc& 

27473. • — An  agencj'  with  slock  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  France  for  Uie  sale  of 
raw  materials  for  eleclrical  Rupplies,  insulating' material,  etc.  Correspoii' 
deuce  may  be  In  Eugllsli.    Reference. 

27474.* — A  man  In  Australia  desires  to  secure  an  cjEclusive  agency  for  the  mie 
of  silk,  woolen,  cotton  and  mixed  piece  goods.  Manchesier  piece  goods,  fabric 
gloves,  and  hosiery.  es|iecially  women's  silk  and  artlBclal  silk  hoae.  Pay- 
ments will  be  made  by  30  days  sight  draft  to  be  drawn  direct  ou  customers; 
docnmenta  against  neceplance.  Tlio  dociimenf  should  be  made  out  In  the 
names  of  the  cuntomera  and  duplicates  of  same  to  be  forwarded  to  agent  by 
same  mail.    Reference. 

27475.* — A  company  in  England  Is  in  the  market  for  kitchen  utensils,  such  as 
tinned  saut«  pans,  frying  i*na,  tea  keUtes,  galvanized  Iron  buckets,  and 
similar  goods.  Quolntloiis  shoukl  he  nindc  f.  o.  b.  New  Tork.  Payment 
will  be  made  by  letter  of  credit  in  New  York.    Reference. 

27476.*— A  man  In  Franre  desires  to  purchase  ebemlcal  products.  Correspond- 
ence should  be  in  French.    Keference. 
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FSOCEDITBE  OOVESNINO  EXPOSIS  TO  ICELAND. 

The  War  Board  Trade  aniioimces,  in  a  new  riding  (AY.  T.  B.  R. 
227),  the  following  regulations  governing  the  procedure  with  respect 
to  the  issuance  ot  licenseti  for  the  expoitutiun  of  coioinodities  to  Ice- 
land: 

1.  The  exporter  should  apply  for  license  to  the  Bureau  of  Exports, 
M'asiiiugton,  D.  C,  using  Applicution  Form  X,  attnchmg  thereto 
Supplemental  Iiifonnatiun  Sheet  X-103,  together  with  any  otlier 
supplemental  sheets  concerning  commodities  lliat  are  required. 

2.  E.^jM)rters  in  tlie  I''nited  States  before  tiling  applicntioiis  for 
export  licenses  must  obtain  from  the  prospective  importer  in  Iceland 
advice  that  tliere  has  been  issued  by  tlie  Government  of  Iceland  a 
certificate  authoriziug  the  importiition  of  the  proposed  consignment. 
The  number  of  sucli  certificate  iruiHt  be  forivarded  by  the  importer 
in  Iceland  to  the  American  exporter  and  specified  on  Supplemental 
Information  Sheet  X-103. 

3.  Applications  for  shipments  consigned  to  the  Govcrmnent  of 
Iceland  need  not  bear  import  certitiratc  numbers. 

4.  Commodities  to  be  exported  to  Iceland  may  only  be  shipped  on 
vessels  flying  the  Danish  flag. 


MEW  FEETILIZER  BEING  USED  IN  ITAIY. 

(Wctklj  Bulletin,  Cnnndlnn  Deportmont  o(  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Sept.  0.) 

In  view  of  the  attention  now  being  given  everywhere  to  increased 

production  and  of  the  relation  that  fertilizers  bear  to  agriculture,  it 

IS  of  more  thtin  ordinnry  interest  to  note  that  a  new  fertilizer  called 

tctraphosphate  is  being  manufactured  in  Italy,  which,  according  to 

technical  experts,  is  equally  as  good  if  not  better  thiin  superphos- 
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pliatcs,  w  hich  contaiii  tlic  same  iuuount  of  phosphoric  acid,  and  wliirfi 
costs  ooasidorably  loss  to  produce. 

"Tetra."  as  it  is  known  in  commerce,  wne  invented  by  Prof.  Stop- 
pani,  of  Bologna,  in  1914.  and  the  process  was  patented  and  pur- 
chased In-  an  italiaii  company,  which  has  undertaken  to  exploit  the 
inrenfion  both  in  Italy  and  abroad.  Considerable  proeress  has  been 
made  since  1!>14  in  tfie  indnstry  in  Italy,  notwithfltanding  the  diffi- 
culties lit  present  in  obtaining  the  phoKphate  rock  and  reactive  agents. 
There  lire  11  ])Iants  in  operation,  7  of  which  are  administered  by  the 
Italian  Agricultural  Syndicate.  The  production  amounts  to  ."100,000 
quintals  a  year,  a  supply  which,  it  is  stated,  is  far  from  meeting  the 
demands  of  the  Italian  farmers.  Four  new  plants  arc  in  process 
of  construction. 

Another  plant  is  now  being  worked  at  Ddiajeh,  near  Luxor  on 
the  Nile,  tiie  production  of  wTiich  is  200,000  qumtals  a  yeai-,  and  a 
siuiilnr  plant  is  being  erected  at  ICaseir  on  the  Red  Sea,  where  after 
the  war  it  is  hoped  to  manufacture  not  less  than  2,000,000  quintals 
a  year.  The  rock  found  in  these  districts  is  vei7  rich,  viz,  60  per 
cent  and  70  per  cent,  i'esi)ectively. 
Hettaod  el  Kkniifactnre— Advantage  Over  Superpboipkatei. 

The  fertilizer  is  manufactured  very  simply  as  follows:' In  a 
.specially  constructed  himace  the  natural  phosphate-rock  powder  is 
roasted  for  several  hours  at  a  tcuiperature  varying  from  600  to  800 
degrees  Centigrade,  together  with  a  powder,  constituting  about  6 
per  cent  of  the  mixture  and  forming  a  i-eactive  agent  and  composed 
of  equal  parts  of  calcium,  so<liuiu,  mid  magnesium  carbonate,  with 
a  small  proportion  of  sodium  ;-nlpii>itc.  After  leaving  the  furnace 
the  pnxiHct  is  hvdrated  by  cold  phosphoric  acid  and  for  practical 
use  19  mixed  with  sand  or  drj"  earth  until  the  necessary  sti'ength  is 
obtained. 

From  experiments  undertaken  by  a  special  commission  appointed 
by  the  Italian  Minister  of  Agriculture  the  use  of  this  new  fertilizer 
on  wheat,  rice,  potatoes,  oats,  beans,  and  clover,  has  given  favorable 
returns,  and  its  fertilizing  quality  has  been  pronoimced  equal  and 
sometimes  superior  to  "super,"  over  which  it  )s  claimed  to  have  the 
following  prmcipal  advantages: 

1.  Freedom  from  causticity,  acidity,  and  deterioration. 

2.  Simple  and  less  costly  inanufactui-e.  (The  writer  has  been 
informed  that  the  cost  of  a  plant  to  manufacture,  for  example, 
100,000  quintals  of  "super"  by  the  acid  process,  with  lead  at  the 

? resent  price  of  1  franc  per  kilo  would  be  approximately  1,000,000 
rancs,  as  compared  with  150,000  francs  for  a  "fetea"  installatioD 
of  the  same  power  and  output . 

3.  Its  allowance  of  the  utilization  of  low-percentage  natural 
phosphate.  The  manager  of  the  Italian  company  considers  a  minsral 
containing  30  per  cent  of  "  anidrica  fosforica "  a  low-percentage 
mineral,  and  this  would  yield,  it  is  stated,  14  to  16  units  of  phos- 
phoric acid. 

Tha  French  Government  has  recently  sent  to  Ita^  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  agricultural  school  at  Hcnnes  to  make  investigations 
and  carry  on  experiments  in  Italy  with  this  fertilizer,  and  ae  has 
reported  favorably  on  his  findings. 


.yGoot^lc 
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BSrnSH  COTTOS-CENSTTS  SETTJSNS. 

[Fitrsrt  (rom  MoDchestpr  GuardlaD  lor  Aug.  20,  transmltlea  by  CodsuI  Hosa  E.  Iloladaj-.) 
A  statcint'nt  of  tlip  stocks  of  cotton  on  tlio  27tli  ultimo,  issued  yester- 
day by  tlio  Cotton  Control  Board;  shown  tliat.  including  50,000  bales 
at  sea,  the  stooii  of  American  cotton,  3S4,000  bales,  will  last  about 
10  weeks  at  the  present  weekly  rate  of  consiiinption,  or  9  weeks  if 
the  cotton  not  landed  is  exehided.  In  April  last,  when  the  weekly 
consumption  was  8,000  bales  more,  there  were  approximately  500,000 
bales  of  American  cotton  in  this  country.  On  October  27  last  the 
niiml)er  of  bales  "in  process"  and  held  by  dealers  was  370,587,  with 
a  weekly  consumption  of  r>4.fi45.  At  this  time  there  were  reported  to 
be  at  sea  not  less  than  203,000  bales  of  American  cotton.  The  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  the  American  stock:*  of  cotton  t<t-(lay,  as  conipaied 
with  that  shown  by  the  census  of  April  last,  is  not  very  satisfactory. 
The  difference  between  the  figures  is  not  great,  but  the  recent  ex- 
tension of  the  working  hours  and  the  larger  percentage  of  spindles 
allowed  to  he  run  accentuate  the  difference  because  of  the  increased 
consumption. 

The  Egyptian  cotton  stocks  are  distinctly  better  than  the  Amer- 
ican. The  total  available  supply  of  Egyptian  is  given  as  205,110, 
and  5,000  bales  are  stated  to  be  at  sea,  while  tlie  weekly  consumption 
is  given  as  10.500  bales.  Spinners  hold  ll>2.1C9  bale's,  and  of  this 
number  have  l:il,915  bales  ut  the  mills.  In  April  of  this  year  the 
spinners'  stocks  amounted  to  11G.106  bales  of  Egyptian,  while  the 
sold  and  unsold  bales  totaled  32,6S1.  Egyptian  and  Peruvian  com- 
bined totaled  only  137,000  bales  of  sold  and  unsold  cotton  at  the  end 
of  October  last  year,  and  of  this  total  32,000  were  at  sea. 

The  statistical  table  issued  b\-  tlie  board  gives  the  following  as  the 
position  on  July  y7,  the  weekly  consumption  at  that  time  being, 
approximately,  American  37.500  bale.i,  East  Indian  2,.3(t0,  Egvptian 
10,500,  Brazilian  200.  Peruvian  1,750,  Sea  Island  and  West  Indian 
150,  and  sundries  1,100: 

Splinicrs'  stocks  In  mills  find  In  ivfli^hoiiflen  rp-'iMVUvely  ninonnted  to: 
Amerlrnii.  1.~>2.K8U  nad  e0.58ti  bale^;  KnM  Indian,  20,Rr>3  timl  5.682;  Kicyptlnn, 
i:;i£lo  nod  40,254;  BrazIUiiu.  3,043  and  503;  Pt>n:viaii,  18,770  qdiI  5,4U7  ;  Keu 
IslainI  and  West  Imilmi  2.020  uiiU  832;  suu.lriea,  e,".li3  and  2.i:>H. 

Stocks  lielil  by  difilera  at  lilverpcml.  MnnclieKli-r.  nnd  elKowhere.  stild  n:iil 
Mnsolil  resiiectlvplv,  were;  Americiin.  0.'i,2R.t  and  ll.lTfi  IimIcm;  Must  Indian, 
08,784  and  '->e.0]5;  F:t;yi>tian,  14.S1-1  and  18.400:  Ura^tilinti.  70,1  and  1,500; 
reruvian.  g.CTi?  uud  32,600;  ijea  Iiiluua  and  Weijt  Indian  (unsold),  5;  sundries, 
2,0.')3  and  4.r>0.1. 

The  Ruioniit  of  coKon  on  qn.iy  at  I.tverpool,  Glnsgow.  etc..  on  Jnlv  20  wns : 
Auiericun,  3S.117;  Fiist  Indian.  1,778;  Egyiitlan,  B,ne7;  Brazlllnn.  1,159;  Peru- 
vinn,  .'),S74:  Sen  Ixliind  and  West  liidinn,  nil;  siiiidrii>P,  nil. 

Cotton  at  Kpft  (Liverpool  Ortlon  AiwoclBtlon'K  weekly  cirnilnr).  .Tnlv  26: 
American,  50,000;  East  ladiau,  4,000;  Enypttnn.  5.000:  Brazilian,  nil;  Peruvian, 
10,000;  ."^en  Inland  nud  West  Indian,  nil;  aundrleti.  nil. 

The  tiitiil  .stix'km  of  landed  cotlon  and  cotton  at  sou  on  Jnly  27  were:  Amcr- 
i'-nn.  .ffMlfiS:  Kast  Indliin,  121.012;  Kaviitlnn,  210,110;  nrn>illiiin,  7,101;  I'ltii- 
vlan,  77,314;  Sen  Island  and  West  Indian,  2,ni7;  wiudrleH,  l,''.,!Ki7. 


Japanese  Investigating  Siberian  Iron  Mines. 

It  is  reported  by  the  American  consul  at  Vladivostok.  Siberia,  that 
n  party  of  four  Japanese  subjects  left  on  a  steamer  for  the  Olginsky 
district,  for  the  purpose  of  investigiiting  the  iion  mines  there.  A^-, 


1028  COMMEBCE  BBPOBTS. 

ASGEiniNi:  KAXOT  70K  CHAIBS. 

[Spectal  Asent  Harold  E.  Bterlsj.] 

Argentinit  has  been  an  «xcelleiit  market  for  the  sale  of  Ajnerican 
unci  Liiropean  diaiis.  Several  thousand  dozens  are  imported  monthly 
in  normni  tinicfi.  Because  of  the  inability  of  the  domestic  furniture 
shops  to  mnmifuetuve  chairs  owing  to  the  lack  of  machinery  and 
knowledge  of  the  business,  practically  all  the  demands  for  chairs 
nnist  be  met  by  foieign  coimfries. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  whicli  cut  off  the  source  of  a  large 
part  of  the  chair  supply  and  restricted  shipping  space,  imported 
chairs  have  become  scarce,  and  those  to  be  had  have  increased  in 
price.  This  condition  encouraged  manufacturing  of  chairs  in  Argen- 
tina. In  particular  instances  the  domestic  output  is  fairly  well 
made.  Howevci-,  the  piicea  are  high  and  it  will  be  practically  im- 
possible for  the  product  of  the  home  industry  to  compete  with  the 
niachine-niade,  nicoly-finished,  imiwrted  article  which,  in  normatl 
times,  will  seu  for  ninch  less  than  that  made  in  this  comitrv.  It  is 
certain  that  tho  market  again  will  turn  to  former  sources  of  supply 
after  the  war. 
Qradei  ftnd  Pricet. 

(Jenerally  speaking,  there  are  two  grades  of  chairs  sold  in  Argen- 
tina, namely,  the  cheap  and  the  medium  priced.  Some  high-grade 
chairs  arc  imported  but  they  tfre  nsually  sold  with  other  house 
furniture. 

The  Viemia  or  Austrian  bent-wood  chairs  have  been  more  popular 
than  any  others.  They  are  nsed  in  the  caf#6,  coffeehouses,  restau- 
rants, and  in  the  homes  of  the  laboring  cUss.  Prior  to  1914  they 
were  purchased  for  .SO  to  35  pesos  ($12  to  $15)  laid  down  in  Bneuo6 
Aires  and  were  consumed  at  the  rate  of  approximately  3,000  dozen 
per  montli.  Tho  Vienna  chairs  wei-e  nicely  finished  in  dark-brown, 
black,  and  natural  wood  coloi-s.  They  were  shipped  knocked  down, 
liacked  three  dozen  in  a  box,  and  paid  a  duty  of  ^..50  to  $3.50,  United 
States  currency,  per  dozen,  depending  upon  the  quality.  At  present 
chairs  -of  this  type  are  much  in  demand,  as  the  stocks  have  run 
very  low.  Since  tlie  oiitbreak  of  the  war  Spanish  manufacturers  of 
bent-wood  chairs  have  entered  the  market.  Their  product  can  not 
compare  with  the  Austrian  make  in  either  price  or  quality. 

A  few  bent-wood  chairs  have  been  imported  from  Canada,  but  be- 
cause of  the  inferiority  of  quality  they  were  not  purchased  in  large 
numbers, 
Stmand  for  Anertcmii  Chairs— Babjr  Cbalrt. 

The  American  cheap  chairs  liave  found  a  good  market  in  this 
country.  Those  known  as  the  Grecian,  decorated  with  designs 
piessed  on,  have  sold  in  large  numbers.  This  type  of  chair  has  been 
])urchased  for  $6,25  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  At  least  4,000  dozens  of  this 
quality  were  imported  monthly  before  the  war.  They  are  iised 
in  two  colors,  natural  wood  and  dark  oak.  Such  chairs  shouhl  be 
given  a  good  coat  of  varnish  and  packed  knocked  down,  one  dozen 
in  a  box,  Tlic  duty  charged  is  «  pesos  gold  ($2.52  United  States 
currency)  per  dozen. 

The  adjustable  high-chair  for  babies,  decorated  with  tlie  Grecian 
design  and  fitted  with  .small  metal  wheels,  lias  found  a  ready  saie. 
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The  price  pnid  for  siich  chairs  before  1914  was  $22  to  $24  gold  per 
dozen.  They  are  lilted  in  both  natural  and  dark  oak  colors  and 
should  be  packed  knocked  down,  ono-half  dozen  in  a  case.  The 
market  will  consume  at  least  300  dozen  baby  high  chairs  per  month. 

There  is  n  good  market  for  chairs  of  medimu  grade  which  before 
the  war  sold  for  $"25  gold  per  dozen  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  The  stylo 
having  a  fan-shaped  back  has  been  very  popular  for  office  use.  Those 
with  quartered-oak  Bnisli  and  closely  woven  cane  seats  }M)Ssibly  have 
been  most  preferred.  Approximately  1,000  dozen  medium-grade  oak 
chairs  can  be  sold  montlily-  The  duty  on  this  type  of  chaii-  is  47 
per  cent  of  a  fi.\ed  valuation  which  is  at  present  25  i>esos  gold 
($34.12  United  States  currency)  per  dozen. 

The  above-mentioned  quality  of  chair  is  very  largely  sold  in  suites 
of  seven  pieces  for  use  in  offices  and  waiting  roouis.     The  suite  con- 
sists of  lour  chaii-s,  two  armchaii's,  and  one  sofa.     Possibly   100 
suites  can  he  sold  monthly  in  Argentina. 
Swivel  or  BeroMx;  OIDoe  Chairs. 

The  American  swivel  chair  has  become  verv  popular  and  almost 
every  office  is  equipped  with  one  or  seveial.  liotli  the  clo.-:eiy  woven 
cane  and  solid  wood  seat  are  used,  but  the  latter  style  is  pi-eferred. 
The  native  shops  have  tried  to  make  this  type  of  chair  but  it  was 
discovered  that  the  imported  article  is  cheaper  and  better.  As  a  re- 
sult domestic  competition  will  not  be  important  in  this  line.  These 
chaii's  wei-e  purchased  for  $60  (United  States  currency)  an<l  upward 
before  the  war.  At  present,  prices  are  very  high  and  thei-e  are  very 
few  chairs  to  be  found  in  the  market,  Argentina  wilt  use  300  dozen 
swivel  chaii-s  per  month  when  conditions  are  normal.  Swivel  or 
revolving  office  chairs  should  be  packed  12  in  a  case,  knocked  down. 
The  metal  parts  slioidd  be  shipped  in  a  separate  box. 

Tyi>ewriter  clmii'S  have  not  been  so  extensively  used  a.s  f!ie  revolv- 
ing desk  chair.  It  has  been  the  custom  in  most  offices  to  use  some 
lighter  niak&  such  as  the  Austrian  bent-wood  or  standard  jVjiierican 
oak  chair  for  stenographers. 

Stocks  of  chairs  of  alt  kinds  are  very  low,  and  when  shipping 
conditions  becouie  normal  and  prices  are  more  stable,  the  American 
chair  manufactui-ers  may  expect  large  orders  for  their  products  from 
Ai'gentina. 

BRISTOL'S  ELECTBICAL  UNDERTAEINO  HAS  FEOSPEROUS  YEAR. 

[ConPtil  J,  S.  Anr^trong,  Jr.,  Bristol,  EEslnnd,  Aug.  29.) 

The  general  manager  of  the  corporation  electricity  department 
reports  that  in  spite  of  the  Government  restrictions  which  prac- 
tically prohibit  new  connections  except  where  e;«ential  to  the  na- 
tional interests  the  result  of  the  year's  working  has  been  very  satis- 
factory. 

The  number  of  consumers  on  March  31,  lfll8,  was  5,011,  being 
a  net  increase  of  175  during  the  year.  The  total  connections  to  mains 
were  equivalent  to  &T1.768  30- watt  lamps,  as  compared  to  907.393  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Of  this  total  fi41.5fl3  repi-e- 
sent  power  heating  and  cooking,  316.503  private  lighting,  and 
13,&41  public  street  lighting.  The  number  of  units  reld  was  26,- 
839,580,  an  increase  of  aJ260,441.  ,  ^  . 
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NANCHAHO-KIireiANa  BAUWAT  EXTEHSIOH. 

ECammprclal  Atllcfaf  A.  W.  Ferris.  Pckl>r.  ClilU.  July  18.} 

The  extension  of  tiie  Nanchang-KinkJang  Railway  from  K&ncTiin^, 
Kinugsi  Province,  to  Fooeliow  and  Snntuao  in  Fnkipn  Province,  is 
understood  to  be  in  negotiation  l>etween  the  Chinese  Ministry  of 
Ctniununioations  and  a  representative  of  the  Taiwan-Chosen-Indos- 
trial  group  of  Japanese  bnnkB, 

This  railway,  which  was  built  hv  the  Chinese  of  Kinngsi  from 
1004  to  1915  w'ith  funds  Iwrrowed  from  the  Taiwan  Bank  (10,000,000 
yen  at  7  per  cent),  runs  87  miles  from  Nanchang.  Kiangsi,  to 
Kiukinng,  on  the  Yan0zp  Kivor.  It  was  originaHv  iotenaed  to 
carry  it  southivanl  from  Nanchang  to  Hhuiehow.  in  Kwantiing,  to 
connect  with  the  Canton-Hankow  Railway,  or  to  Foochow  and  ^n- 
tuao,  or  both,  but  lack  of  funds  and  the  generally  disturbed  rondi- 
ticto  of  China  since  1911  have  prevented  the  consummation  of  these 
plans. 

By  the  terms  of'tiie  Japnnerte  loans  the  railroad  wan  given  as 
security,  with  the  pro\ision  that  if  interest  was  defaulted  tlire©  times 
beginnuig  in  1915  the  security  .should  pass  to  the  leiideiis.  The  rosd 
has  not  been  so  |>rospe!oiis  as  was  expected,  owing  largely  to  its 
incompleteness,  and  inteiest  has  been  defaulted  three  times  and  will 
b^  soon  defaulted  a  fouith.  The  lendei>>  are  in  a  position,  therefore, 
to  demand  the  delivery  of  the  security  but  do  not  seem  diiji>08ed  to 
do  so  in  view  of  the  appeal  of  the  Kiangsi  pei>ple  to  ihc  centml  Gov- 
ernment for  tiic  nutiunulization  of  the  line. 
PnpvMd  Loaa  anl  Xztentloa  to  tantoaa. 

The  central  Government,  it  is  said,  has  appi-onched  the  .lapanese 
bankers  for  a  nationaliaation  loan  which  the  banks  are  said  to  have 
agreed  to  advance,  on  condition  that  they  he  allowed  to  finance  utd 
supervise  the  extension  of  the  road  to  Fm)chow  and  Santuno.  That 
the  Japanese  have  chosen  this  route  rather  than  the  extension  to  the 
Hankow  line  is  due,  apparently,  to  Japaneses  interests  in  Fukien 
Province,  which  lies  opposite  the  Japanese  island  of  Formosa,  and 
also  to  the  probability  tliat  such  a  route  would  begin  to  pay  sooner 
than  the  Shuichow  extension.  In  fact,  it  is  l>elieved  that  the  Foochow 
extension  will  enable  the  road  not'  only  to  carry  the  cost  of  the  exten- 
sion but  the  loan  required  to  nationalize  the  portion  of  the  road 
already  built.  The  total  amount  requiretl  for  both  pui-poses  is  said 
to  be  in  the  neighborliood  of  60.000.000  yen. 

The  proposed  extension,  which  wos  surveyed  as  lonjr  ago  as  1905, 
will  run  from   Nanchang  past  Chencbiang  into  Fukien  Province, 
along  the  Tin  River  to  Yenping-fu,  down  the  Min  River  to  Foochow, 
thence  northward  along  the  coast  to  Santnao. 
forts  of  Foochow  and  Santuao. 

Foochow,  the  capital  of  Fukien  Province,  halfway  betweon 
Shanghai  and  Hongkong,  is  a  city  of  600,000  inhabitaDt&  It  is  a 
center  of  the  South  China  tea  trade  and  has  been  of  commercial  im- 
portance since  1S^2,  when  it  was  opened  to  foreign  trade.  It  is  also 
a  great  timber  center  and  possesses  a  large  dockyard  and  arsenal  and 
other  important  enterprises.  It  has  bmi  declining  somewhat  as  • 
port  in  recent  years  because  of  the  lack  of  proper  ctHnmunicatioa 
with  the  interior,  which  will  be  remedied  by  the  constmctimi  of  Uw 
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proposed  railway  to  Knnohanp;  and  the  Tati<i:tze  "Rivpr.  Its  Imrbor 
IS  not  so  good  as  that  of  Santiiao.  70  miles  north.  Foocliow  harbor 
is  well  protected,  but  large  siiips  are  obliged  to  anchor  9  miles  below 
the  city.  • 

Santnao  ■wa^  opened  to  trade  in  ISW,  bnt  on  ace  mint  of  the  moun- 
tainous country  behind  it.  which  hampers  the  can"iage  to  the  port  of 
tea  and  other  products,  it  has  not  yet  acquired  great  commercial 
value.  The  construction  of  the  proposed  railway  extension  will 
doubtless  greatly  increase  its  importance,  possibly  at  the  expense  of 
li'oochow. 

EXPORTATION  OF  FOODSTUFFS  TO  BRITISH  AND  FREHCH  WEST 
AFRICAN  COLONIES. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  anew  ruling  (W.  T,  B.  R,228), 
the  withdrawal  of  IV.  T.  IJ.  It.  ISS,  issued  August  12,  1918,  and  the 
adoption  of  the  following  regulations  governing  the  exportation  of 
foodstuffs,  foddei-s,  and  feL'ds  to  the  following  IJiitish  and  French 
"West  African  colonies:  Gambia,  GoM  Coast,  Nigeria,  Sierra  Leone, 
Togoland,  Dahomey,  Ivory  Coast,  French  Congo,  French  Guinea, 
.Senegal. 

Prospective  importers  in  these  colonies  will  be  required  to  obtain 
the  approval  of  the  governors  of  their  respective  colonics  for  all 
orders  for  foodstuffs,  rodders,  and  feeds. 

Exporters  in  the  United  States  making  application  for  the  ex- 
portation of  f(K>dstuffs,  fodders,  and  feeds  will  be  required  on  and 
lifter  September  1.  liH8,  to  attach  Supplemental  Information  Sheet 
X-117  to  the  regular  Application  Form  X,  and  state  thereon  that 
they  liold  a  bona  fide  fiiin  order  from  the  consignee  named  ia  the 
application  for  the  quantity  of  tlie  commodity  specified  thereon,  and 
that  such  order  has  been  duly  approved  by  the  governor  of  the 
colony  of  destination  named  in  the  ai^plication  subsequent  to  June 
1,  1918. 

Attention  ia  called  to  the  fact  tJiat  the  previous  announcement, 

i-efcired  to  above,  stated  that  the  approval  of  the  goremor  should 

•  be  dateil  subsequent  to  July  1,1918.     Exporters  should,  therefore, 

note  that  this  date  has  been  changed  to  June  1.  1918,  and  that 

Supplemental  Sheet  X-117  has  been  changed  accordingly. 


COST  OF  STANDARD  SAUSAGE  IN  NETHERLANDS. 

[CunimprclBl  Atlacli*  Tavil  h.  Edwarda.  The  llagup,  July  1.] 
Standard  sausage  (eenlieidsworst)  is  being  distributed  in  tlie 
Ketherlands  at  1.10  florins  per  kilo  {$0,205  per  pound.)  The  cost  of 
producing  this  itausage  is  2.05  flovins  per  kilo.  The  National  Treas- 
lu-y  advances  nine-tenths  of  tins  difference,  and  the  commune  where 
the  distribution  takes  place  advances  the  remaining  one-tenth.  The 
distribution  of  standard  sausage  commenced  on  March  11.  I3etwecn 
that  date  and  June  8,  the  Treasury  advanced  21,219,&29.56  florins  as 
its  share  of  this  loss.  This  sausage  is  now  being  distributed  at  the 
rate  of  about  200,000  kilos  per  week.  An  average  of  26  to  30  kilos  of 
oIIhIs  is  obtained  for  use  in  tlic  manufacture  of  standard  sausage  from 
the  shiughtcring  of  each  head  of  bscf.  ,  -  i 

*  *  CiOOglc 
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aXBHAV  SHIf  PIBft  C0UASIE6  AND  8HIPBUIXDnr0. 

(Fnwi  BvMwh  iiandcieiidBini,  stockhaim;  tnumltud  by  comiKrdsi  Afnt  KonuB  lb 

While  tl|f  re  hfts  lately  been  plenty  of  news  and  information  about 
the  !>]itppin£  unci  i3lup;^'ard»  of  tlie  allied  and  neutral  countries,  com- 
patativo  sileuec  lias  i-eigned  about  Genoan  conditions  in  tius  regard. 
Phi'ouglt  the  viijit  recently  made  by  members  of  the  Geiiuan  Beicb- 
utag  ill  Hamburg  and  the  plane  with  regai'd  to  reconstruction  of  Ger- 
man iiluppiiis  wliic'h  were  discussed  at  that  time,  attention  has  oqob 
nioie  been  called  to  this  formerly  dangerous  competitor  on  the  higb. 
seas.  In  this  connection  Vorwarts  some  time  ago  had  an  article 
Felati\'e  to  the  position  of  Gcrmau  shipping  during  the  war : 

Tlie  largu  stertinslilii  comp*mit?!i  iu  {luiuJiurK  nod  Bremen,  wliicli  comprise 
nearly  niue-tenths  of  Germany's  entire  slilpplnft  trofle,  have  recently  been  re- 
leeeed  by  the  Govermuent  fn>iu  ibe  obliffntiau  to  publUk  tbeir  balances;  but 
ft  Is  cvideut  tlmt  these  coatpaiilo)',  wbicli  befoi'e  uie  war  paltl  a  divitleud  of 
B  to  0  j>er  cent,  have  been  operated  dnrliig  tbc  war  nt  a  Jobs — even  apart  from 
tbo  low  of  toanaet — nr  at  lieit  have  paM  dlvidemli'  up  to  el  per  c«o(,  whtdi 
ban  be«i  ilua  to  otlier  hnuictivii  of  ba8inefli. 

tu  spite  of  tliix  fuit  iDUKt  of  tbc  tieriOiUi  Mtauiiwbit)  cooipaales  bave  in- 
eri>asea  llielr  eut»Itul  i^loclc,  but  tlilH  has  boeji  doue  wllb  a  view  to  rebuilding 
tbeli*  fleets.  The  ixlte  of  tonunRe  baa  Increased  to  sucb  an  eilent  that  the 
rebuililliij;  of  tlie  commercial  nc<^t — especially  tbc  transatlantic — Iu  !q)tle  of 
tbe  State  mibaldloi,  will  cost  more  than  It  ctot  in  peace  tlmN  to  build  tlie 
ahipu  tbat  jiava  been  lost. 

The  war  years  iftlC  and  1917  have  been  luorc  favorable  for  tbo  smaller 
owners  in  NortU  Sea  aiid  Baltic  trade,  most  of  wblcb  ure  domiciled  from  Elens- 
buPK  to  KonlgsberK.  Tliey  have  done  good  btislness  In  (ierman  and  PteandlnaTian 
const  trade,  enpeclfllly  can'yiDS  on.  Fifteen  ta  twenty  of  these  (nme/n  In  IMS 
paid  «  dividend  of  betn'i'eu  S^aad  2U  par  oeiit,  am!  In  1917  between  10  nod  40 
per  cent. 

In  Qprmnny  Kocoml-hand  lounapp  also  luiu  Increased  In  value,  altbougli  not 
nearly  so  heavily  as  other  places,  beeeuse  of  less  competition.  Boats  that  be- 
fore ttte  war  troHt  'JOO  marks  dcf  ton  aoxi  cost  600  to  700  marks.  The  sblp- 
buUdlue  induMtry  also  has  bad  wonderful  years,  while  before  the  war  it  wu 
In  quite  n  linht  [xisitlun.  Without  coiupetitloa  the  German  shipyards  are  now 
bnlldlne  almost  exclusively  for  the  Navy,  and  orders  for  construction  aXter 
the  war  are  accuuiulatlnB,  Shareholders,  who  before  the  war  had  to  he  aatio- 
fled  with  a  S  per  oeut  dividend  at  the  moat,  now  get  10  to  20  per  cent,  in  ipite 
ef  the  likreti  aaiouiits  for  d^reciation  and  extensiooa.  Besides  the  22  old 
shipyards,  14  new  ouok  have  been  built  and  sis  or  seven  more  are  planited. 

FINAL  FOBECAST  OF  HTDU'S  WIKTEB  OILSEED  CHOP. 

lCoa:!ii!  Grasrnl  JnmcB  \.  Kiultli,  ralcuKa.] 

The  Department  of  Statistics  has  issued  its  final  general  memo- 
randum on  the  winter  oilseed  crop  of  1917-18.  This  forecast,  the 
Department  -states,  is  based  on  reports  rec(>ived  from  Provinces 
where  lapc,  mnstnrd,  and  linseed  are  grown  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent. These  Provinces  contain  98.8  per  cent  of  the  total  area  under 
rape  and  miisturd  and  08.9  per  cent  of  the  total  linseed  area  in 
British  India.  Of  the  Native  States,  estimates  are  furnished  only 
by  Hyderabad  and  tlie  Native  .Stnte.s  in  the  Bombay  Presidency  (in- 
cluding Baroda). 

Owing  to  the  copious  monsoon  of  1917,  conditions  at  sowing  time 
were  favorable:  but  the  absence  of  winter  rains  adversely  affected 
the  growth  of  tlia  crops  in  most  of  the  important  oilseed  Provinces. 
Bape  and  Kuitard  Yield  DeoUnei. 

The  total  area  imder  rape  and  mustard  is  reported  to  be  8,884,000 
acres,  which  is  6  per  cent  above  the  finally  revised  area  of  last  year. 
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The  total  estimated  yield  ie  1,111,000  tons,  as  against  1,191,000  Ions, 
the  revised  final  figure  of  last  year,  or  a  deicrease  of  7  per  cent.  The 
detailed  %ures  for  the  Provinces  are  given  below ; 
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In  addition  to  tlie  ureas  for  which  particuUre  are  givw  above,  ratw 
and  miistai'd  are  raised  iu  certain  ouier  tracts  in  British  ludia.,  and 
the  average  area  so  grown  fM'  tlie  last  five  years  hjis  been  some  72,000 
acres,  with  an  estimated  yield  of  12,000  tons. 
Ltnseed  Harrest  Also  Smaller. 

Tiie  total  area  under  lineeed  is  placed  at  3,737,000  acres,  which  is 
5  per  cent  above  the  finally  revised  area  of  last  year.  The  total 
estimated  yield  is  507,000  tons,  as  against  526,000  tons,  the  revised 
final  estimate  of  last  year,  or  a  decrease  of  4  per  cent,  made  up  as 
follows : 
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As  with  rape  and  mustard,  linseed  is  growu  on  cnrtain  other  tracts 
in  British  India  besides  those  shown  in  the  tabic.  T!ie  average 
area  so  cultivated  for  the  past  half  decade  has  been  37,000  acres, 
with  an  estimated  yield  of  5,000  tons. 
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COMMEBCK  REPORTS. 


FAEK  WAaES  IK  YOBESHniE. 

IVicc  CoDBUl  B.  RajmoDd  Ilayim.  Leeds,  Gngliiiid,  Aug.  2S.1 

At  a  nifictint;  of  the  A^icultiiral  Wages  Board  held  in  LoikIod  an 
oi-dei'  was  uiaiio  fixing;  inmimmn  nnd  overtime  rntes  of  wnges  for  male 
workers  employed  in  agriculture  in  Yorkshire,  as  set  forth  below: 


*„«™.. 
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The  mininiiim  rates  are  on  the  biisis  of  a  6-day  working  week  of 
M  honrs  from  the  first  Monday  in  March  to  the  last  Sunday  in 
October,  and  of  51  hours  for  the  remaining  period  of  the  jenr.  The 
overtime  rate  for  week  days  is  payable  in  respect  of  all  employment 
in  any  week  (exchiding  Snnday)  in  excess  of  ri4  in  summer  and  51 
liours  in  winter.  All  employment  on  Sundays  is  pavsible  as  over- 
time at  the  rates  specified.  The  above  rates  of  wsgeii  will  come  into 
foi'ce  on  September  '2  of  this  year. 


SWISS  CROPS  AT  THE  BEGINinNO  OP  AUGUST. 

(vice  Coumil  Fr.mk  Bolir,  Zutich,  Aui;.  IT.] 

The  wenther  during  July  was  generally  warm  nnd  intei-spersed 
with  U|^t  rains  which  were  favorable  to  plant  giowtJi,  Tbere  has 
as  yet  been  no  serious  hail  or  other  i.torm  damage,  but  locnl  drought 
i"etiirded  growth  in  some  districts.  The  condition  of  the  meadows 
has  improvtMi  but  little  during  the  month  of  Jidy,  which  is  probably 
due  to  the  prolonged  drought  during  the  previous  mouth.  As  com- 
pared with  last  year  the  estimates  on  July  1,  when  1  is  considered 
very  poor,  2  poor,  3  medium.  4  good,  and  5  very  good  aiM  a.s  follows; 
Native  meadows,  4.13  in  lOl"  and  3.35  in  1018;  tame  meadows,  1.11 
in  1917  and  3..">0  in  1018;  and  Alpine  meadows,  4.^0  in  1017  and  3.26 
in  1018. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  grain  was  down  in  many  places  the 
heads  were  full  and  well  developed,  and  the  yield  of  all  fall  grains, 

fiarticularly  wheat,  will  be  above  the  average.  The  spring  grains 
lave  also  improved  considerably,  nnd  the  oats  crop  is  esjjei'ially 
Sromising.  On  account  of  the  Juno  frosts  and  the  subsequent  local 
roughts,  the  potato  crop  will  be  below  normal.  The  condition  of 
the  feld  vegetables,  including  the  boans,  is  also  no  longer  as  favor- 
able as  last  year. 
Trnlt  Prospects — Crop  Estimates. 

The  apple  crop  prospects  in  theca>tern  and  central  part  of  Switzer- 
land arc  good,  but  in  the  northwestern  part  only  about  two-thirds 
of  a  crop  is  expected.     On  the  other  hand,  the  pear  prospects  are 

Eoor  in  all  parts  of  the  country.    The  plum  and  prune  crops  will 
e  good,  but  the  English  walnuts  are  already  beginning  to  fall, 
probably  on  account  of  the  recent  cool  nights.    The  grai)c  prosjwcts, 
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in  spite  of  unfavorable  local  weinther  c onditiofw  durinp  the  blossom- 
ing period  and  also  local  insect  damage,  are  still  very  good,  especiiiUy 
in  western  Switzerland. 

The  following  tablo  gives  the  estimated  crop  prospeclS  for  August 
1, 1918,  as  compared  with  1917,  in  percentages  of  the  average  crops 
during  the  paf^t  10  years: 
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WHIUIT  CBOI  OF  SANKDIO  DISTBICT. 

[Vice  Consul  fiaciiiol  Sokobln.  yunklDKi  Chlun,  Jiil;  Sri. , 
The  following  report  on  tlio  wheat  crop  of  northern  Anhui  was 
sent  to  tlie  Nanking  consulate  by  an  American  mlsijionary  particu- 
larly interested  in  agriculture  in  that  region : 

Tlilii  yeiii-'K  nhrat  liarvct't  of  northern  Anhtii  lias  f»en  the  beM  within  the 
past  10  or  15  ycai's;  in  fuct,  it  is  salil  to  husa  beoii  surpatseU  only  by  tlic 
wheat  hiirvept  of  25  years  ago.  This  would  naturally  lend  one  to  <^iielHrto  that 
this  year's  yields  per  inou  would  be  record  breakers. 

A  BWtvcy  was  made  In  which  answers  regardliu;  yields  were  obtained  from 
51  farmers  in  widely  separated  tllstrlcts.  Their  yields  were  nveruged  toRcther. 
with  tlio  renuit  of  3.3  do  (do=44  [lounds)  per  mou  (mon=i  acre).  Fljjured 
in  yields  per  ticio  llils  Is  n  yield  of  14.5  basliel.S  i>fT  acri^,  tic  Just  ouo-half  buKliel 
less  than  the  lO-yeor  average  yield  for  United  Stiites  Iwtween  tlip  years  liK»- 
1616.  Several  representative  farmers  have  also  estimated  (be  average  yield 
(or  this  district  as  being  about  3  do.  No  one  lias  ever  spoken  of  the  average 
yield  as  more  tlinn  4  do,  while  one  uuiu  ewninj,'  700  mou  of  laud  estiiuates  the 
(ivcrape  nt  li  do.    He  si;ys  the  axerniio  Is  so  low  on  account  of  po  much  poor 

This  In  a  rather  surprising  state  of  affairs  in  a  land  where  so  moch  Inten- 
Blve  farming  Is  supposed  to  be  done.  Th«  farming  of  northern  Anhul  is  more 
ezteiiBlve  than  fluit  south  of  the  Yaugtie  but  Is  of  course  intensive  as  com- 
pared with  tliiit  of  America— thnt  Is.  Intensive  In  the  sonw  th;it  a  lot  of  labor 
ts  expended  ou  tbo  srowlnR  nnd  harvr>Rfitig  of  the  r-ri'p. 
TaetoTi  UteeHae  th«  Yield— Zxpertments  Wttb  American  Wheat 

The  factors  limiting  the  ci-op,  aH  coii!]>;iieil  with  oiUer  [larts  of  Cblmi,  are 
Insufficient  fertilization  and  Impropt-r  dminaae  and  in  s'^iiie  !:ei-lliins  dovldwlly 
poor  soil.  Ko  much  of  the  land  H  flooded  durlni;  tlic  i^uiniiu'r  Ihat  It  if  Im- 
possible to  plow  early  enouRJi  it)  (lie  full  to  Insnre  n  gnol  stand  before  winter 
starts  in.  Only  Govcmiuent  action  can  ninedy  this  OrainaRc  problem.  How- 
ever, even  with  this  yield,  approximately  IfMt  tons  c)f  wheat  (as  wbown  by  a 
survey  ol  the  grain  "honfiK")  were  sold  dally  to  outride  agents  for  a  period 
o(  about  three  weeks  after  Ihc  wheat  harvest. 

Ksi>erlnient»  with  AmertCiiii  and  (Titnew  varie!:e=  of  whcjit  p,\\c  promise 
of  the  Amoticnn  varieties  exMIIng  the  local  vjirietieK.  .^mcrlc.nn  w'leat  grew 
taller,  had  stlftcr  and  biicer  straw  lliiin  liie  (..'hiiicse'wlKat.  nod  did  not  lod^e 
as  did  the  native  varieties. 

The  opinion  that  this  ycar",-^  whoat  harvest  wn'i  «iripiiK-.(>d  only  by 
the  wheat  harvest  of  25  years  ago  is  cmiti'  nicd  liy  ;(iio|iH>r  American 
missionary  who  made  iin  cxtciKlctI  tsin  of  noilhorn  .VniuiL,  . 
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CONSTTUFnOir  OF  COTTON  Dl  UIOTED  STATES. 

A  preliminary  report  issued  by  tlie  Biirenu  of  tlic  Census,  De- 
partment oi  Commerce,  gives  the  quantity  of  cotton  consumed  in  the 
Ignited  States  during  Aiigust,  1918,  as  534,911  bales,  against  569,488 
bales  in  August,  1917.  The  consumption  during  tlie  vear  ending 
July  31,  1918,  was  6,591,336  bales,  compared  with  6,788.505  bales 
during  the  previous  year.  These  statistics  are  given  in  running  bales, 
counting  round  as  half  bales,  except  foreign  cotton,  which  is  in 
equivalent  SOO-pound  bales.  The  cotton  on  hand  in  consuming  esiab- 
lishnients  on  August  31  amounted  to  1,214,046  bales,  compared  with 
1.179,172  bales  a  year  ago,  and  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  to 
1,804,466  bales,  compareil  with  746,707  bales.  These  figures  include 
11,391  bales  of  foreign  and  5,465  bales  of  sea-island  cotton  consumed, 
78,327  bales  of  foreign  and  17,165  bales  of  sea  island  held  in  con- 
suming estublisluiieiits,  and  47,864  bales  of  foreign  and  35,163  bales 
of  sea  island  held  in  public  storage. 

Lintera  not  included  above  were  100.473  bales  consumed  during 
August  in  1918,  and  78,890  bales  in  1917;  145,027  bales  on  iiand  in 
consuming  establi-shments  on  August  31,  1918,  and  114,300  bales  in 
1917;  and  115,129  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  conipi-esses  in  1918, 
and  144,891  bales  in  1917.  Linters  consumed  during  the  twelve- 
month ending  July  31  amoimtcd  to  1,116,385  bales  in  1918  and  869,70-2 
bales  in  1917. 
Cotton  Imports  and  Export) — World  Stattittoi. 

Imports  of  foreign  cotton  during  August,  1918,  amounted  to  7.G3C 
bales,  against  11,260  in  1917:  exports  of  domestic  cotton  and  linters 
for  the  month  were  287,450  bales  in  1918,  against  4.'>9,661  bales  in 
1917.  During  the  twelvemonth  ending  July  31.  1918.  221,216  bales 
of  foreign  cotton  were  imported  and  4,476,124  bales  of  domestic  cot- 
ton exported,  compared  with  imports  of  291.957  bales  and  exports 
of  5,739,009  bales  in  the  preceding  year.  The  export  tigures  include 
12.644  bales  of  linters  shipped  during  August  in  1918  and  i>2,03{> 
bales  in  1917  and  187,704  bales  for  the  twelvejnontli  ending  July  31, 
in  1918,  and  439,400  boles  in  1917. 

The  world's  production  of  commercial  cotton,  exclusive  of  linters. 
grown  in  1917,  as  compiled  from  published  reports,  documents,  and 
correspondence,  was  approximately  17,410,000  bales  of  500  pounds 
net.  while  the  consumption  of  cotton  (exclusive  of  linters  in  the 
United  States)  for  the  vear  ending  July  31, 1917,  was  upproximafely 
20,180,000  bales  of  500  pounds  net. 


A  WOODEN  BICYCLE  TIKE. 

ICoDHUl  Frnoli  W.  Mahlo,  Amslotdam,  Ke( hprlaods,  Aug.  IT,] 

The  newspapers  state  that  a  bicycle  dealer  in  the  Province  of 
Geldcrland  has  invented  a  bicycle  tire  made  of  elm  wood.  It  is  said 
to  have  been  tested  satisfactorily  on  the  clay  and  gravel  roads  of 
Holland. 

If  successful  the  invention  will  he  a  great  boon  to  Holland.  Prob- 
ably no  other  country  uses  relatively  so  many  bicvcles — nearly  a 
million,  or  a  bicycle  to  every  seven  or  eight  people.  Kubber  tires  are 
now  practically  unobtainable. 


.Goo»^lc 
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BZOHWATS  Am  THE  HOIOB-VERICLE  TRADE. 

ABOEmiHA, 

[CoDBul  n'llbcrt  L.  Bonaej.  IlM«tlo.1 
Under  Nationnl  Law  No.  5315,  which  has  been  effective  about  10 

EearSj  3  per  cent  of  the  net  receipts  of  Argentine  railroaits  is  used  in 
niWmg  and  maintaining  highways  and  bridges  of  the  district  trav- 
ersed by  the  railroads.  In  the  four  years  from  .Tiily  1,  1!)08,  to  Jnly 
1,  1912.  the  suni  tluis  realized  for  roads  was  $6,864,872.  In  1913  the 
fond  sfioTTod  receipts  of  about  $1,400^,  and  it  wns  reiwrted  that 
dnring  tlie  ^-enr  967  miles  of  highways  had  been  rt-paired  or  con- 
stmctfid  'and  27  bridges  and  cnlverts  constructed.  Since  then  the 
net  rercnnc  of  the  railways  has  declined  steadily,  thus  reducing  the 
amount  available  for  road  improvement,  which  anionnted  to  nixint 
$864,800  for  the  calendar  year  1917. 
X«ad»  in  RotUitttii  Argvatin*  Untmpr«vcd. 

Most  of  tlie  roftdt)  of  nortlicrn  Argentina  arc  unimproved,  nltboagli 
city  streets  and  appronchcs  to  eiticH  are  well  paved  and  maintained. 
Tius  is  a  thinly  settled  agriciiltiiral  cotmtry.  with  laive  tnirts  of  for- 
est luid  some  desert  lands;  a  large  part  of  the  nortawe^t  is  abnost 
uuexplore<l.  In  its  general  character  northern  Argentina  may  be 
compared  tn  the  northwestern  part  of  the  United  Stntca  some  40 
years  ago,  whei-e  distances  were  great  and  labor  was  too  scarce  to 
permit  pmper  attention  to  highways.  Laiids  in  the  iinp.ettled  por- 
tions are  held  in  large  tracts,  often  for  grazing  piiqwses  or  at  feast 
oneiiltivnted,  and  are  not  of  Mtifficient  martret  value  to  )>ear  a  high 
rate  of  taxation.  1'be  Provinces  encounfer  difficrilties  in  miiintaining 
poblic  ntiBfien  in  these  thinly  settle<l  districts,  and  i^oads  must  be  left 
to  the  future  for  development.  The  country  in  mostly  level  and 
Botnral  roads  serve  all  purposes  except  during  times  of  heavv  rain- 
lail.  Farmers  and  communities  look  after  the  country  rottth  in  a 
certain  senM-,  but  there  is  continual  complaint  as  to  comlitions  in  this 
Te^>ect  in  the  far  interior.  Heavy  carts  and  wagons  are  nsed  for  the 
tran^>nrtati(Hi  of  grain  to  railway  stations  or  mill».  HorseB  arc 
relatirely  cheap  and  [rastnragc  nlmmlant,  and  auto  trucks  could  not 
compete  with  draft  animals  muler  present  conditions.  Sjilesroen  and 
other  travelers  traverse  Cordobsi  and  Santa  Fe  in  light  motor  can 
and  dtiring  dry  weather  e^tperienee  little  diificuity,  althongh  sen'icc 
stations  are  frequently  visited.. 

There  arc  about  400  (lassengcr  automobiles  in  the  city  of  Boeorio 
and  in  northern  Argcntimi  about  3.000.  The  American  light  and 
clicap  cars  have  been  purchased  tlie  lust  two  yoars  as  fast  as  they  can 
be  delivered  and  have  been  ordered  ahead  for  several  mouths.  Ono 
order  of  150  was  dispo>ed  of  in  six  weeks.  lu  the  matter  of  heavier 
and  more  expensive  cars  the  demand  is  niucli  less  urgent  and  the  com- 
petition is  sharp. 

CHILB. 

ronnul  John  R.  Brodh-y,  I-unia  .VrcUiA  Julj  0.} 

Little  systematic  effort  ba.T  been  made  heretofore  by  either  the 

national  or  the  provincial  airthoritiew  to  improve,  road  i^cmditions  in 

the  Pnntn  Arenas  district.    Two  miles  of  v  n']  w;is  lui'lt  tdoiif  two 

year  ngo^  which  is  to  be  extended  to  5  miles,  constnictiim  beginning 
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probably  in  September,  1918.  An  appropriation  of  30,000  pesos 
(about  $10,000  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange)  has  been  made  for 
road  improvement  during  the  current  year,  provided  the  local  gov- 
ernment contributes  a  like  sum.  . 

The  roaiLs  in  this  district  are  passable  only  for  about  seven  months 
of  the  yenr — from  October  to  April.  Usually  tlie  rains  in  April, 
followed  by  snow,  make  it  impossible  to  yo  many  milcH  from  Puntii 
Arenas.  Frequently  bridges  are  washed  away  and  are  not  i^placed 
until  the  seiison  changes. 

The  transportation  of  goods  and  passengers  is  usually  by  steamer 
to  places  having  port  facilities.  I'reiglit  to  interior  towns  and  to 
the  vast  number  of  sheep  farms  is  handled  principally  bv  bullock 
carts;  perlinps  one-fourth  being  carried  by  motor  trucks.  It  is  only 
a  question  of  time  until  trucks  are  used  tor  all  interior  transporta- 
tion. It  is  said  that  truclcs  do  the  work  of  bullock  carts  40  per  cent 
cheaper, 

Tliero  are  ft-IO  passenger  ears,  six  2-ton  trucks,  and  twelve  l-(on 
Irucks  registered  licre;  but  there  ai-e  aI>out  1.400  motor  vehicles  of 
all  kinds  in  the  territory  supplied  through  this  port.  The  2-t<in  trucks 
carry  supplie.s  to  the  fanns  and  wool  to  tlie  towns.  The  lighter  ones 
are  nsed  as  a  rule  as  delivery  cars  in  the  towns.  The  present  de- 
mand is  for  trucks  with  a  capacity  of  2  to  i  tons,  but  delivery  c»n 
not  bo  secured. 

lUBTIirKlTrE. 

[ConsiH  Tliomas  R.  WhIIsto,  Fort  iSv  France.] 

The  French  Government  has  built  three  maiu  highways  from  the 
city  of  Fort  de  France,  extending  across  the  island  to  the  north,  the 
east,  and  the  southeast,  connecting  with  other  lines  leading  to  all  of 
the  important  points  of  the  island.  Three  short  lines  reach  places 
of  imi>ortance  in  the  interior  not  touchetl  by  the  main  highways. 
Although  the  total  mileage  is  not  large,  all  of  the  principal  points 
are  provided  with  a  good  highway  either  connecting  with  tlie  main 
lines  or  with  the  markets.  About  250  miles  have  been  constructed 
tit  for  motor  traftic.  The  roads  are  macadamized  and  are  kept  in  fair 
repair.  The  bridges  are  well  built,  are  kept  in  good  condition,  and 
are  considered  sufficiently  strong  for  tlie  road  traffic.  No  new  high- 
ways of  im|>ojtance  have  been  CAinstructed  since  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  and  appropriations  for  tliat  purpose  ha\e  not  been 
authorized. 
HeaM  of  Transportation. 

The  cheapest  and  most  available  means  of  transportation  in  if-Tr- 
tinique  is  by  water.  Practically  all  of  the  principal  industries  are 
located  convenient  to  water  transportation,  and  nil  of  the  principal 
cities  of  the  island  are  on  the  coast  or  connected  with  it  by  small 
rivers  or  canals.  A  line  of  small  steamers  touch  at  the  most  con- 
venient ports  at  stated  times  each  day.  Larger  steamers  make  the 
more  distant  points  triweeldy,  while  sniall  sailing  vessels  in  consider- 
able numbers  are  constantly  arriving  and  departing. 

The  island  traffic  is  very  small,  largely  con^ncd  to  the  proilucts  of 
three  or  four  small  factories.  Motor  trucks  have  been  introduced 
recently  in  this  trade,  and  the  traffic  has  beenthereby  increased.  In 
most  of  the  inland  settlements,  goods  and  products  are  transi>orted  by 
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horse  or  ox-drawn  veliicles,  and  no  change  is  likely  to  occur  in  such 
cases,  as  the  animals  are  employed  about  the  farms  or  plantations. 
Burftce  ol  Ktrtiiiiqu — Samber  «I  Cart  Qud, 

Miirtiniquc  is  rough,  railing,  and  nwuiitaiuous.  The  surface  rises 
rapidly  from  (lie  eea,  forming  narrow,  irregnlur  ridges  fiom  500  to 
two  feet  high,  with  dee]>  ravines  between,  and  then  rising  to  much 
higher  altitudes  in  the  interior.  Tlie  roads  are  constructed  on  the 
sides  of  the  hills,  gradually  ascending  to  the  lop,  then  following  the 
ridce  as  fur  an  it  extends.  Numerous  short  curves  are  encountered 
and  many  liill:^  are  cliuihed  in  the  course  of  a  short  journey. 

The  wear  caused  to  the  roads  by  traffic  or  travel  is  very  light,  ex- 
cept those  used  for  transporting  sugar  cane  to  the  niillK  or  factory 
prixlucls  to  the  wharves  for  slupment.  The  excessive  and  coustant 
rains  and  winds  work  more  havoc  with  the  liigliwavs  than  travel  and 
tniflic. 

The  niunher  of  motor  cai"s  employed  in  Martinique  is  about  540,  of 
which  about  Zn  are  motor  trucks,  and  4  lorries.  Automobiles  and  mo- 
tor trucks  are  supplied  by  France  and  the  United  Stales. 


SWEDISH  AOBICVITUEAL-UACHIBESY  IHSUSXKY. 

[Commirdiil  rtcwnt  KoriBnn  L.  Anilirson,  CopenhnRpn,  I>pnniBrli,  July  1,1 
The  Swedish  agi-icultural-machinery  raanufacfui-ers  are  bound  to 
offer  some  comixjtition  to  American  machuiery,  pai-ticuLirly  ou  the 
Baltic  market.  This  competition,  however,  is  not  likely  to  be  serious, 
acfording  to  a  number  of  agricultural  implement  men  in  Copenhagen. 
The  Swediiili  factories  are  not  large  enough  to  cari-y  wi  the  large- 
scale  production  and  standardization  that  tire  iiiipurtunt  factors  in 
reducuig  the  cost  of  American  production.  Furtheruiuie,  the  Swed- 
ieh  plants  have  not  the  experience  to  make  machtnery  as  good  as  the 
American.  While  Sweden  supplies  sufficient  raw  liiaterials  for  its 
agricultural-machinery  plants,  these  law  materials  for  some  time 
after  the  war  are  likely  to  be  so  expensive  that  American  machinery 
laid  down  for  tlic  Baltic  market  my  be  offered  at  least  at  no  higher 
prices  than  the  Swedish.  The  superior  quality  of  the  -Vmerican 
machinery  will  then  sell  it, 

t*ri(e  naiues  and  (lewriptlon^  of  Uie  Swedish  coinpaniea  making  ofiricultural 
mnclilnery  in:iy  Ik-  ohtulnrd  frnm  tlie  Buri'iiu  of  Forolcn  aiul  Domestic  Com- 
nuTce  or  it«  dletrk't  or  cuuperutive  oflice«.    UeCer  to  file  No.  40101,1 


BAEIBG  BUEAJ)  WITH  WASTE  HEAT  IK  ICELAND. 

ICnsiil  II.  I..  Asfin.n,  CopcohasP".  DPnnmrt,  Aug.  20.] 

The  following  item  appeared  in  the  Bcrlingsko  Tidende  of 
August  10: 

The  city  c-ounoil  of  Iteykjavll;,  lci^:;iji(i.  h.is  now  beKun  tLo  bailing  of  bread  in 
B  Bpedal  IwUpry  In  rmiiii-ctinii  "iili  tb('  lodil  itiis  works,  where  modern  ma- 
chinery has  boeii  Instiillpil  in  a  sji'^ial  buildins.  The  result  wna  eTtcellent,  in 
tJiat  tlie  wu.'dte  heui  rruiii  the  r:I8  works  i:;  ui^lng  uHed  In  a  practicable  and 
profltubJe  niimner,  iimt  In  the  cuurse  of  n  chort  tluic  all  the  black  bread  which 
iiiny  be  neeiUKt  will  lie  hiilio.l  in  thp  iii'w  lirend  factory. 

The  Ideci  wiiR  tli->t  of  n  yoni!::  sliKlcnt  here,  ami  It  is  coiiEiiiored  one  ot  the 
beat  menns  of  BBvlni!  ronl.  tli»i-.  nnil  ntmu?.  Ttirce-pouod  loaves  hare  been 
.  comi'IPtcly  biikcHl  in  V\'<-  ■     ■  :;.     i:i  rriii-;i'ipinli!e  nimiberK. 

ThlB  is  Kfllii  to  b^  till!  lirHt  iliiii!  that  breiid  hiis  been  buked  with  .{lie  wa^e 
heat  from  a  gas  plant.  nciid  ..(jOO^jIc 
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FOBUaN  TRADE  OPPOHTUHITIES.     - 

Reservwi  addrpSBPS  may  be  oUlnlncd  from  the  BDTPaa  SDd  Its  dl.itrlrl  ■ 

tlve  onpra.  Il("nn«t  for  Mith  fipportuntiy  Rhould  be  on  »  aeparate  Bhwt  and  stals 
apportnnltT  nnmbfr.  Th<>  Bnrean  dWB  not  famlah  crrdtt  nllog*  or  asaoiis 
rpKpoQsililllt]-  an  la  the  standlag  or  for-lRQ  luquiren ;  tlie  uBual  precaDtloDS  bIiodM  ti* 
taken  In  all  phhpb.  Sjiubolii :  ■  Reported  lij-  Amerkan  ccQHUlHr  oali-erx :  t  ReiKirt^  br 
commerciul  Dttacb(<3  and  commrrclal  agcnlH:  t  Direct  Iniiuirlea  received  by  the  BureeiL 
In  coualderlniT  ttir  follOTTlnK-  "  apportamUIr*  "  niipclsl  rrKard  altaald  be 

hiUI  to  the  ■■-»■  nnd  resnlsttona  KorernlBv  pxport  Ilcennea  «kd  tradlac 

-with  the  rncnr* 

ranned  goodn 274R0 


('heiniealsnnddruEs aT4B0,  •274<'i 


Hry  ctHuri)..- _. 274ti-J 

FoortstulTB aT4K0 

HariJwaf _.  274tt2 

Macbloe  tools aT484 


i-lij(r  icnchlnery — 


-  S74K 
.  2TtM 

.  274TS 


woolfn  cloth.    Cor- 

;i7478.»— A  man  In  Swpdeu  Is  In  the  luni-ket  for  aUiiis  as  folknvs:  aOOO  sknnk, 
1,000  nei-tz,  l.'.OOO  iiiuhk,  5,000  iinlrlfl,  1,000  Tibet  cot.  TiO  blue  fox.  ami  uOO 
ivliito  fox.  Pjiymeiit  will  t)e  iiinrle  h,T  cash  on  receliit  of  gooils.  Gorrfr- 
spomlcDcc  Diay  be  In  English.    ItefereiiceM. 

27470.' — An  agency  1h  desired  by  a  man  in  F.nglaiMl  for  tlie  stile  of  cardbooni, 
lentherboai'il,  millboard,  fuldini;  bos  boards,  etc.  He  woiiW  also  be  willing 
to  han(ll«  otlicr  [H'oUucls  wliicli  M'tiutd  be  used  by  the  same  cuDEUmers. 
llefereuce. 

27480.* — A  biislin>Rs  man  In  KwltKcrliind  wlsbcs  to  secure  an  agency  for  the 
sale  of  foodatulT.s,  mineral  and  eiUhlc  oil?!,  cnnueil  fnilts  and  meat,  testlles, 
and  chenilcals.  I'aymeiit  will  be  by  ciisti  agfiliwt  ilocumeuts  or  agency 
terms.    CorrcsiWDdenee  should  be  In  French-    IteferenceB. 

27481.* — An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  man  In  France  for  the  sale  of  ,1.000  tons  of 
snlpbnte  of  copper  aufl  Kulphate  of  iwtiish.  Fiiymcpit  will  be  made  by  casii 
agalust  dociiuientei.  Uoods  should  be  pttt  up  in  sacks  of  100  kilos,  grosi 
weight.    CorreuiK>udcni-e  may  be  in  liujjllsli.    Ueference. 

27482.t^A  firm  In  Argentina  dciilres'  to  secure  an  ngeiicy,  on  a  cnmmiiwinn 
basis,  for  the  sale  of  chemicals,  drugs,  hardware,  dry  colors,  and  ramistiet. 
A  memlwr  of  tliln  firm  to  at  present  in  tlie  Uniteil  States,  with  whom  ID- 
tcre.Htnl  piirtics  may  ciimniunicate.  Quotations  ishoutd  be  made  f.  o.  b. 
New  York.    Coriv.'<pondeuce  may  be  in  English,    llefcreuces. 

2748.t,*- 
diO 

27484.* — An  agencj'  is  defilrei]  by  a  man  In  France  for  the  sale  of  machtne  tools 
and  machines  and  accessories  for  spinning  nud  weaving  mills.  Corre- 
spondence Kliould  be  In  Freiu-li.  He  especially  desires  to  mukt;  connec- 
tions with  American  firms  for  ofter-tlie-wur  trnd& 

27485.* — A  whole-snle  merchant  In  Switzerland  wishes  to  purchase  or  secure  an 
agency  for  the  sale  of  cotton  and  cotton  goods,  textiles,  and  miscelianeoiui 
goods.  These  goods  nre  desired  for  the  wholesale  trade  for  tiie  Island  of 
Cyprus,  and  goods  are  to  be  shi|>pcd  direct.  Payment  will  be  mode  by 
,  cash  ngniust  bill  of  indlns  or  agency  terms.  Corresiwndence  may  be  In 
Kuglish.    lleferencea. 


So  trouble  to  bay,  cheap,  conTenleat.a  real  iuvestmeat — War  Savlsi  Starafi. 
ovBRHUENr  raiicnso  omts;  uil 


Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 


ttSSOEDCAI] 


DAILY  CONSUr,AR  AND  TltADE  REPORTS 
tSSOED  DAILT  BY  THB  BUREAU  OP  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT  07  COMMERCE 
bjihtSu, 


No.  219    WashiDsrton,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  September  18 


F'nn»isni  tmdf  ftf  the  NolhorlnniTi" 

1041       American    ronsu)    at    rfttras    Ttsits 

I'nlrrti  Stnlcn 

104t      Uuiutncturpd   Iron   prices  advanct^ 


-n  the  MldlandH 

rommendntloQ    for    IlKhthoii 


1042  pJ»T 
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American  ebamber   of  cninmcrce   In  Kimlier    maraarlne 
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IHFORTATION  OF  BLUE  STONES  ASH  TELLOW  STONES. 

List  of  Restricted  Imports  No.  2.  Item  121,  has  been  so  far  amended 
by  the  War  Trade  Board,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  232),  as  to 
peimit  the  issuance  of  licenses,  'where  the  application  is  otherwise  in 
order,  for  the  importation  of  blue  stones  and  /  or  yellow  stones  from 
Europe  and  Mediterranean  Africa,  when  coming  from  convenient 
ports  where  loading  can  be  done  without  delay. 

ITALT  BEQUISmONS  AGRICULTURAL  UACHUVEBT. 

[Oonnul  Genera)  David  F.  Wllbi-r,  Genoa,  Aug.  19.] 

By  a  decree  of  August  10  the  Minister  ot  Agriculture  is  author- 
ized to  i-equisition,  for  the  period  of  the  war  and  for  the  entire 
agrarian  year  following  the  declaration  of  peace,  agricultural  ma- 
chines of  all  kinds  and  the  mntorjals  necessary  for  their  working,  to- 
gether with  industrial  products,  either  Italinn  or  imported,  having 
to  do  with  agi-arian  production.     Article  2  of  this  decree  stipulates: 

The  price  of  renllng  or  of  requiHllion  sliall  Iw,  (i-oiu  Hiue  to  time,  and  for 
each  single  lot,  f1xe<t  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture.  The  rcqiiixltioii  price  tjlinll 
be  flsed  upon  the  basis  of  the  cost  price  inireasietl  by  S  per  cent  as  rejinrda 
goods  of  national  production,  and  of  the  cost  price  to  the  first  Importer  In- 
creDsctl  hy  subsequent  expen»>s  uud  3  vet  cent  for  couimerclnl  profit  as  resorda 
goods  inipoi'ted  froiu  abrouU. 


FAUJITG  OFF  IN  SCOTTISH  CANAL  TRAFFIC. 

IConaul  H,  D.  Van  Sant.  Diinfennllnp,  Aug.  22.J 

The  increased  cost  of  labor  and  materials  during  the  war  has  had 
the  effect  of  producing  the  highest  bill  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
canals  in  this  and  other  parts  of  Scotland  for  the  past  20  years. 
Traffic  has  fallen  off,  particularly  on  the  smaller  sy.stems.  The 
larger  canals,  such  as  the  Caledonion  and  Crinan,  make  a  better 
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eliowing,  the  Caledonian  having  a  record  of  2,G0j  vessel  passages  (in- 
cluding 548  vessels  on  Admiraltj  service,  for  which  no  dues  were  re- 
ceii'cd),  compared  with  2,105  for  the  1&17  fecal  vear.  The  ordinatr 
receipts  of  this  canal  for  the  y«r  ended  April  30, 1818,  were  $80,000, 
or  ^50  less  than  in  1917;  the  total  expenditures,  $65,000,  or  neariy 
$15,000  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  loss  in  revenoe  on  tfaie 
Crinan  Cana!  amounted  to  $1,500;  vessel  passages  numberwl  832, 
compared  with  1,185  for  1917. 

While  figures  for  the  small  canals  of  the  Dunfermline  district  arc 
not  available,  the  decline  in  traffic  on  them,  as  on  all  the  Scottish 
canals,  is  attributed  to  conditions  resulting  from  the  war.  The  total 
receipts  amoonted  to  ^1,000  and  the  expenditures  to  $26,000.  Coal 
is  largely  carried  as  cargo  over  these  canals,  and,  owing  to  its  in- 
creased cost  and  scarcity,  a  much  smaller  tonnage  was  traiwportcd. 

The  claim  is  made  that  several  of  these  secondair  canals  aie 
slowly  filling  in  and  need  botli  deepening  and  new  bulkheads  or 
bank  emplacements.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  (niestiou  of  the 
greater  ntilization  of  the  somewhat  neglected  and  less  important 
Scottish  canals  is  likely  to  receive  careful  consideration. 


SHOBTAQE  OF  AXEBICAX  DETTTAI  GOODS  IN  TtEHMASX.. 

ICoBFul  HauHco  P.  Dnalnp,  Odnne,  Ang.  14.) 
The  popidanty  of  Amei'ican  dental  goods  in  Denmark  and  the 

evsent  inadequate  supply  are  e^nplui^ud  in  a  statement  made  by 
r.  H.  Sturup  of  Odenso,  president  of  the  Society  of  Danisli 
Dentid^  Dr.  Sturup  considers  tlie  pieaHit  difficulty  of  obtaining 
Ameriean  dental  goods  particularly  a  liard^p  because  t^  trade  ha.s 
accustomed  itself  through  long  years  to  the  sopenca-  Amwican  article 
(British  wares  have  also  found  favor),  but  the  only  obtainable  supply 
at  present  comes  from  oth<3'  oouidxies  and  the  goms  are  inferior.  It 
mav  be,  Iiowerer,  that  once  the  new  wares  liave  found  a  market  there 
will  be  difficulties  ior  the  American  exporter  who  would  regain  the 
lost  trade,  as  the  continental  substitutes  have  one  advantage,  namely, 
they  are  cheaper. 

llie  shortage  has  been  felt  most  keenly  in  the  last  10  montlis,  dur- 
ing which  many  young  dentists  have  refrained  from  ostabUsliing 
practices  of  their  own,  Iioping  for  an  improvement  in  the  situatioo- 
Even  the  practicing  dentists  liave  been  seriously  hindered  in  then- 
wotIc.  If,  however,  the  young  dentist  beginning  his  practice  once 
becomes  used  to  certain  articles,  as  a  particular  Idnd  of  artificial 
teeth,  dental  iustrumei^,  oi'  fillmg  materials,  tlte  probabilities  arc 
that  he  will  continue  in  the  use  of  tnem  indefinitely. 

Among  the  dental  articles  that  the  United  States  has  previously 
supplied  Denmark  and  for  which  there  is  now  a  gi'eat  demand  arc 
artificial  teeth,  bnrrsj  chairs,  instruments,  tools,  electric  engines,  fill- 
ing materials,  fountain  spittoons,  gutta-percha,  and  rubber.  Of  these 
articles  only  artificial  teeth,  dental  bnrrs,  and  filling  malarials  ire 
on  the  list  of  exports  for  which  licenses  from  allied  povrere  to  Doi- 
mark  have  been  granted. 


Give  Oar  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance — Buy  War-Savii^  Stamps. 
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GnATAaVIL  KAREET  BEPOST  FOB  HTLY. 
(Vice  CoDHOl  Ljua  W.  FraukliD,  Guayaquil,  Ecuador,  Aos.  IS.] 

No  change  occurred  in  the  Gnayaqiiil  cacao  maiket  during  July, 
tlio  prices  ^ing  $7.41,  $7,  and  $ti.o9  for  Arriba,  Ba.lao,  and  Machala, 
reBpectively,  the  same  as  the  closing  figures  for  June,  During  the 
early  part  of  the  month  the  War  Trade  Board  canceled  all  hcenses 
for  slupments  of  cacao  after  July  20,  1918,  and  stated  that  it  would 
only  issue  licenses  for  a  total  of  7,200  tons. 

"the  exports  for  the  month  amounted  to  39.113  sacks,  or  6,505,637 
pounds,  as  follows:  New  York,  5,673,028  pounds;  Barcelona,  560,680; 
Santander.  190,689 ;  Gi jon,  32,959 ;  Valparaiso,  18,026 ;  Callao,  11,475 ; 
Comnna,  8,940:  and  Valencia,  8,940  pounds.  Of  these  cargoes  the 
Asociaciacion  de  Agricultores  snipped  31,016  sacks,  or  5,056,435 
pounds,  and  the  exporters  8,097  sacks,  or  1,449,202  pounds. 
Coffee,  Hides,  I7017  Huts,  and  Bnbber. 

Cotfee  was  in  demand  and  the  prices  held  firm,  quotations  being 
$9.26  and  $8.64  for  Jirst  and  second  grade.  There  were  019  sacks,  or 
187,326  pounds,  shipped  to  the  following  jwrts:  Valparaiso,  102,680 
pounds:  Antofagasta,  41,072;  Iquiquc,  20,527;  Panama,  20,560;  and 
Callao,  2.487  jwunds. 

Liverpool  took  all  of  the  hides  (4.878,  weighing  91,315  pounds) 
shipped  during  Jidy.  No  licenses  were  issued  for  the  exportation  of 
hides  to  the  Uiiited  States.  Quotations  were  $7.41,  $0.51',  and  $2.88 
for  serraiios,  criollos.  and  picados,  respectively. 

No  receipts,  tjuotations,  or  sales  of  ivory  nuts  were  reported. 

During  July  7,361  pounds  of  rubber  were  shipped  to  Liverpool. 
Quotations  were  $^0,58  for  niaromas  and  $16.46  for  hojus. 

Imports  and  EzchanK^- 

Tliere  were  28,220  packages,  weighing  5.439  tons,  imporletl  during 
July  from  the  following  porta:  New  York;  14,687  packages;  Paita, 
3,748;  Valparaiso,  2,571;  New  Orleans,  2,523;  Talcahuano,  2,000; 
Barcelona.  949;  Liverpool.  771;  Callao,  852;  San  Francisco.  324'; 
Cadiz,  90;  BuIIkmi,  65;  Kobe,  37;  Malaga.  30;  Antofagasta,  30;  Lon- 
don, 29;  Valencia,  7;  Oenoa,  4;  JSt.  Nazaire,  1;  Bordeaux,  1;  and 
Seville,  1. 

Tlie  total  imporis  for  the  year  so  far  have  been:  Janiuiry,  49,384 
packages;  Februarv,  13,226;  March,  32,104;  April,  16,035;  May, 
48,7,'>9;  June,  39,645;  and  July,  28,220. 

The  official  exchange  rate  remained  at  243,  but  exchange  sold  as 
high  as  265.  

AUEBICAK  CHAHBES  OF  COUUEBCE  IN  BABBANQUnXA. 

[Consul  C.  £.  <lu.va<.t,  Farniiiiiiillln,  ColuDiDlu,  .\ii|,-.  H.J 

On  August  10  u  majority  of  the  Americans  iu  Barrnnquilla  held 
a  meeting  and  organized  "The  American  Chamber  of  Conmiercc 
of  Colombia."  The  membership  of  the  organization  is  leather  small 
at  present,  but  will  probably  Ije  increased  by  allowing  American 
firms  tliat  have  local  Colombian  agents  to  purchase  an  associate 
membei'ship  for  their  representatives. 

The  newly  formed  chamber  expects  to  aflitiate  with  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  the  United  States  iu  Washington. 
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THE  BKAZnJAH  COWm  SITUATIOX. 

IFri'pni'oa  by  tbe  LaUii  AmerlcBu  EHiWaa,  BoTMa  Of  Fonlsn  ••4  DOBCstlc  Commerce.} 
Several  iniportant  economic  iasiies  are  vitally  concerned  with  the 
present  st«te  of  the  coffee  market  in  Brazil,  where  speculation  scetas 
to  be  momentarily  widespread.  The  President  of  Brazil  has  recon- 
mended  food-control  measures  that  may  materially  check  the  present 
speculation  in  the  hmne  market.  In  tlie  meantime,  New  York  im- 
porters arc  bcin^  forced  to  purchase  an  increasing  anoont  of  coffee 
from  non-Brazilian  sources,  such  as  Haiti.  How  keenly  the  possibili' 
ties  of  such  tiTahT  have  been  felt  in  Brazil  in  the  past  is  evioent  from 
an  article  by  the  Brazilian  codsuI  funeral  for  Now  York,  which  was 
printed  in  lite  Hao  Paulo  Uevista  cle  Commercto  e  Indnstria  of  May, 
1918.  This  article  points  out  bow  nec^sary  it  is  for  Brazilian  grvw- 
oTfi  to  look  wit  for  their  competitive  interests. 

Arrivals  of  Coffee  in  United  States  and  Enmpe. 

The  following  fifrure>>  indicate  the  i-olntive  antmiDt  of  coffee  ar- 
rivals into  the  (Jnited  States  Erom  Brazilian  and  onn-Braailiao 
sources  during  1!)12-1918,  fiscal  year  eiidiof;  June  30  (in  bags  of  1^ 
poiinds),andtiw  total  arrivals  into  Eun^  from  all  sources: 
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It  is  significant  that  ftH-  various  i 


IS,  including  restriction  ia 
shipping,  our  importations  of  Brazilian  coffee  for  the  12  moa^ 
ending  June  SO,  1018,  were  only  743,960,000  pounds,  as  itgain-st  907,- 
200,000  pounds  in  1917;  whereas  our  hniwrtalionK  frwn  Central 
America  increased  from  133,290j000  poiuuls  in  1917  to  166,2^,000 
pounds  in  191S,  and  our  importations  from  the  Weat  Indies  increased 
from  9,661,000'  pounds  to  30,241.000  pounds  for  the  same  period. 
Comparisons  beiween  tho  prewar  jij»»res  in  the  above  tnWe  and  tliose 
for  1918  iuv  still  more  striking. 
Available  Stocks. 

The  world's  visible  Mipply  of  cofffc  for  September  1,  1918,  has 
been  estimated  n«  between  11,000,000  and  1-2,000,000  bags,  as  against 
9^51,542  l);ij»s  for  Soptomber  1,  1017.  Tii  the  Daily  Market  Report 
of  the  New  York  Coffee  and  fiugar  Exchange  for  Augu'it  30.  191S, 
the  foHowing  partial  list  of  fignro^  is  given  (reports  from  other 
marlrcts  not  being  av.-iilablc) : 

Klodcs:  Oagi. 

Londoii 456.2« 

smow 

40,000 
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Slocks— Continued.  Bogs. 

MaraelUe 181, 24il 

Eio 732,000 

Santos 2, 834. 0(K) 

Bahla 81, 000 

United    Stutvs 2, 239, 380 

Afloat  r 

Kor  miliHl  States  from  BrflBil 641,000 

For  Eui-oi«,  etc.,  from  Brazil 280,000 

Otit  of  the  stocks  in  the  I'nitod  States  of  2^39,380  bags,  1,340,684 
bags  wore  from  Brazi],  and  808,096  bags  from  other  sources.  On 
September  6,  lOlS,  according  to  the  figures  of  Minford,  Luoder  &  Co., 
there  was  in  Rio  a  stock  of  884,000  bags,  including  124,000  bags  pur- 
chased by  the  Brazilian  Government,  and  in  Santos,  tlie  enormous 
stock  of  6,351,000  bags,  which  inchides  2,949,000  bags  of  Government 
purchases.  The  size  of  this  total  stock  of  more  than  7.000,000  bags 
m  Brazil  can  be  projwrly  appreciated  when  we  rcmemlier  that  the 
amount  of  stock  in  Braiiil  at  a  corresponding  date  in  1917  was  only 
2,825,000  bags. 
Talorlxatloii  as  a  Factor. 

Brazil's  first  plan  for  ralorizafion  traces  back  to  the  fall  in  coffee 
prices  during  IWl,  when  the  banks,  to  which  many  of  the  planters 
mortga^d  their  estates,  assumed  the  virtual  ownership  of  many 
plantations.  In  1902  the  Government  passed  legislation  to  restrict; 
the  planting  of  cotfce  trees  in  order  to  check  the  surplus  of  output, 
but  this  was  not  enough.  Accordingly,  the  first  valorization  scheme 
was  conceived,  with  the  idea  that  the  Government  should  buy  up 
sufficient  coffee  to  maintain  prices  at  a  reasonable  level.  Tliis  sur- 
phis  was  to  be  stored  in  the  United  States  and  Europe,  and  released 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  market.  In  1907  this  first  scheme 
was  put  into  operation  by  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Sao 
Paulo.  The  purchases  of  coffee  were  financed  chiefly  by  foreign 
loans,  and  an  export  surtax  of  3  francs  per  bag  was  levied  to  assist 
in  securing  the  loans.  During  1907-8  the  following  loans  were  con- 
tracted by  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo: 

Spechil  loana: 

TrpuKiiry  bills £1.000.000 

Brazlllnnische  Bank  (ilr  neiitsclilnnil I,000,000 

Schrorder  &  Co.,  of  T/todon,  and  National  Cit;  Bank  of  New 

York 3. 000,  ftOO 

Federal  Govenitneut  of  Brazil  to  SHo  Faulo 3, 000, 000 

JjOiin.'!  hfiKeii  on  coffee  as  rollatirnl ; 

Bills  OQ  foreign  agents  for  coffee  coiwlgnments 12,000,000 

Total  loans  made 20,000,000 

Tlie  loan  from  the  German  bank  was  paid  off  out  of  the  Schroeder 
loan.  A  commission  was  established  to  assist  the  State  in  buying 
coffee  from  the  planters,  and  soon  the  State  Goveniment,  after  buy- 
ing about  10,000,000  bags,  found  itself  in  possession  of  7,000,000  bags 
which  could  not  be  sold  without  loss.  The  Federal  Government  came 
to  the  assistance  of  the  State  by  financing  further  loans,  but  stipu- 
lated that  the  State  should  cease  its  purchases.  Accordingly,  0,843,- 
152  bags,  known  as  "  valorization  coffee,"  were  transferred  by  the 
State  to  the  ti-ustees  of  the  new  loan,  which  amounted  to  £15,000,000. 
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To  help  provide  for  tlie  amortization  of  this  loan,  the  export  snrtax 
on  coffee  was  raised  to  5  francs  per  bag. 

After  the  termination  of  the  first  valorization  purchases  in_1903, 
the  attempt  ^va-'s  made  to  limit  the  exportation  of  co«e«  to  a  imiininum 
of  about  10,000,000  baps  annually. 

The  triihteetr,  moreover,  limited  tlie  annual  sale  of  "  valorization 
coffee"  as  folloTis:  1909-10,  500,000  bags;  lSHO-11,  600,000  bags;  and 
1911-12,  700,000  bags,  etc. 

As  a  consequence  of  sinaller  crops,  increased  cwisumption,  organ- 
ized propaganda,  and  manipulation  of  valorized  coffee,  in  1910  the 
price  of  cone  reached  a  climax  of  advance.  Later,  however,  come  tia 
war.  Not  onlv  did  the  alliefi  restrict  the  import  of  coffee  but  the  nor- 
mal export  of  4,000,000  bags  t«  Germany  was  cut  off.  In  conse- 
quence, a  new  scheme  of  vnloiization  was  proposed  and  put  int« 
operation  in  1915. 

Instead  of  foreign  loans,  an  i^eue  of  paper  luoucy,  amounting  to 
300,000,000  milrcis  (about  $75,000,000  in  United  States  currency), 
was  authorized  by  the  Federal  Government,  out  of  wliich  150,000^000 
milreis  were  to  be  devoted  to  the  new  valorization  scheme.  Tbfi 
money  was  lent  to  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  by  the  Federal  Qorenmisnt, 
at  first  with  the  idea  that  coffee  growers  would  bonxiw  it  from  tha 
State,  against  their  warehouse  deposits.  The  Federal  Govei'iimeid, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  to  receive  the  warehouse  receipts  fnun  the 
State  as  collateral  foi'  the  paper  money  issued.  This  idea,  however, 
was  changed  to  a  resuuiptiou  of  regular  purchases  by  the  State  of  Sao 
Piiulo  foi"  as  much  of  each  year's  crop  ae  seemed  feasible,  in  ordtf 
to  aToid  an  ovcrsupplx  upon  tlie  market  Until  recejitly  tlie  Govern- 
ment has  been  buying  coffee  at  the  rate  of  4.D  milreis  per  10  kilos, 
at  a  time  when  the  market  price  was  as  low  as  1.5  milreis;  but  it  was 
impossible,  of  com-sc,  to  buy  up  all  tliat  was  offered  at  this  figure. 
For  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  to  release  part  of  its  supply  would  natur- 
ally  tend  to  lower  prices, 

Tlio  Associacao  Commercial  of  Santos  has  recouuneuded  7  milre^ 
)>cr  10  kilos  as  a  fair  price  undei-  frost  conditions.  The  planters 
from  the  interior,  liowever,  are  demanding  mueh  higher  figures. 
The  Sao  Paulo  government  has  made  efforts  to  meet  the  demands  of- 
the  growers  by  making  it  possible  for  them  to  obtain  money  more 
cheaply  from  the  banks.  But  the  banks  themselves  have  now  tlie 
problem  of  covering  Uieir  own  concessions,  which  is  by  no  means 
simple,  so  long  as  the  financial  situation  in  Brazil  is  complicated  by 
the  large  amount  of  paper  money  afloat.  Whatever  further  develop- 
ments may  occur  in  tne  immediate  future,  the  extremely  cordial 
relations  Ijclwoon  the  United  States  and  Brazil  inspire  mtitnal  con- 
fidence and  the  assurance  that  every  asjwct  of  the  coSen  situation 
will  be  carefnlh'  considered  with  refci-ence  to  the  interests  of  tlie 
importers  and  px[>orfers  of  the  respective  countnes. 

Market  f«r  American  Watches  in  Sweden, 

Consul  (Jeneral  iVlbert  Ilalstead  reports  from  Stockholm  tiat 
there  is  a  good  niarkct  for  first-grade  American  watdtes  in  SwedOL 
The  Swcdisli  supply  now  comes  from  Switzerland  throB)^  Oenaan 

wholesaler.-^  who  add  10  per  cent  to  the  Swiss  wholesale  price. 
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EIECTHIC  UGHT  AND  POWER  SERVICE  AT  PENAHG. 

ICodbdI  George  L.  Logan,  F[>aaus,  Straits  ScltlcmeDts,  Jul;  25.] 

The  following  data  have  been  obtained  from  the  annual  report  for 
1917  of  the  electricity  supt>ly  and  electricity  tramway  departments  of 
the  municipality  of  IPenang: 

The  electricity-supply  department  was  in  a  state  of  arrested  de- 
velopment during  1917,  its  thirteenth  completed  year,  so  far  as  ex- 
tensions of  a  capital  nature  were  concerned;  and  maintenance  was 
carried  on  with  increasing  difficulty,  owing  to  war  conditions.  As 
regards  private  supply  there  was  a  net  increase  of  302  installations. 
The  nnmber  of  fans  of  all  types  totaled  1,608,  of  which  167  were 
added  during  the  year.  The  manager  is  of  opinion  that  in  view  of 
the  great  comfort  and  advantage  to  health  to  be  obtained  by  a 
liberal  use  of  fans  the  number  of  such  connections  is  small,  and  that 
the  introduction  of  a  reliable  cheap  ceiling  fan  of  small  size,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  smaller  consumers,  would  probably  prove  as  profitable 
to  contractors  as  it  would  to  the  department. 

Satiifaetory  ProAti — OperatloB  of  Tramways.  • 

Owing  to  the  enhanced  prices  of  maintenance  materials,  the  ex- 
penditure figures  show  an  increase  of  25,3  per  cent.  The  total  capi- 
tal outlay  at  tiie  end  of  the  year  amounted  to  more  than  $600,000 
gold,  of  which  about  !)*,.500  was  incurred  during  the  year,  mainly 
on  distribution  cables  and  meters.  The  balance  of  revenue  over  ex- 
penditure represented  a  gross  profit  of  20.3  per  cent,  or  a  net  profit 
of  10.3  per  cent,  which  in  a  yenr  of  enforce*!  comparative  inactivity 
might  be  considei-ed  a  very  satisfactory  result. 

The  twelfth  year  of  operation  of  the  tramways  was  somewhat 
uneventful,  the  usual  services  being  maintained  without  accident  oc 
serious  interruption.  The  number  of  passengers  carried  showed  a 
satisfactory  increase,  but  enhanced  prices  had  to  be  paid  by  the  de- 
partment for  all  materials  purchased;  and  no  work  of  a  capital 
nature  was  possible,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  mate- 
rials. An  electric  locomotive  to  deal  with  freight  haulage  was 
ordered  from  America.  The  figures  for  revenue  are  a  recortl,  being 
$67,275  gold,  and  tJie  financial  result  shows  a  gross  profit  of  10 
per  cent,  a  result  that  bears  favorable  comparison  with  the~rettmis 
of  similar  home  undertakings. 


AKOTHEB  AUEEICAN  STEEL  COlfFAKT  DT  BRAZIL. 

[Vice  ConBtil  HlcliRnl  P.   MomseD,  Rio  de  Jaoelro,   Aug.  14,1 

By  decree  of  August  7,  1918,  the  President  of  Brazil  authorized 
the  American  Steel  Co.'s  Brazilian  corporation  to  operate  in  this 
country.  This  is  a  branch  of  the  American  Steel  Export  Co.  of 
New  York  City,  The  objects  of  the  company  are  the  manufacture 
of  iron,  steel,  manganese,  cop])er,  and  other  metals  and  their  alloys, 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  metal  products,  and  the  purchase  and  ex- 
ploitation of  mines  and  timber  lands  of  all  kinds.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company's  branch  is  $20,000,  divided  into  200  shai'es  of 
$100  ench. 
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TOWN  FLAmmra  nr  leeds  suBimss. 

[Vice  Coiua)  Ba?inofid  QayoM;  LeeOt,  Kiglud,  Aug.  !».] 

On  the  soutUern  boundary  of  Leeds  the  Hundet  Sural  Dktrict 
Council,  which  is  n  subsidiary  organization  of  the  Leeds  Corporation, 
is  now  engaged  in  town-planning  activity.  A  representaiive  of  the 
Local  Govemment  Board  of  Great  Britain  (wliose  authorization 
must  be  obtained  before  any  building  c^erations  can  be  undertaJten 
by  the  corporation)  is  to  visit  Leeds  to  investigate  the  proposal  for 
the  contemplated  development. 

The  site  for  the  proposed  town-planning  sclieuie  is  near  tlie  Tillages 
of  Oulton  and  Woodlcfiford,  just  on  the  outskirtfi  of  JJeeds.  Be- 
tween 1,500  and  2,000  worlcpeople  find  employment  with  one  mining 
company  alone  in  tliis  district,  and  the  lack  of  houses  is  so  great 
that  largo  numbers  are  now  ccHupclled  to  reside  el^wheiT,  in  some 
inetances  at  a  considerable  distance  from  their  work.  Speci&l  tmins 
have  been  run  for  tlieir  convenience,  but  these  arrangements  have  not 
been  satisfactory  nnd  the  local  authorities  believe  that  the  time  has 
arrived  when  fhcy  should  prepare  to  house  at  least  some  of  their 
workers.  The  proposals  are  tluit  the  coiling  vrtwkers  sfaoold  not  In 
boused  in  the  liaphazard  fa&titon  too  commcn  in  tho  coal  fields,  but 
on  a  well-ordered  plan  that  will  u£Ford  tUc  colUer  and  his  family 
aome  of  the  amenities  and  comfoi'ts  of  Ufe. 
«t*  AlMady  ChoMB— Otkn  CoatMapUted  Ivildlag  OKtatiMu. 

The  Sural  District  Council  of  Hunelet  has  in  view  »  site  fot-  baitd- 
ing  purposes  and  is  now  n^otiatioiF  for  the  land;  and  when  autbcHi- 
iati<ai  IB  once  given  for  eiecti<m  ot  ^lese  dwellings,  the  intention  is 
to  erect  them  eight  or  twelve  to  the  acre.  The  new  planning  area  is 
about  830  acres  in  extent  and  lies  partly  in  the  village  of  Woodles- 
ford.  As  the  main  line  of  the  Midlsuid  Bailway  runs  right  throui^ 
it  and  the  Aii-e  and  Calder  canal  is  alongside,  transportation  faeili- 
ti«6  are  aasured. 

The  Hiiiuilet  Sural  District  Council  has  also  in  eontcniplatioo 
a  sclieiue  for  town  planning  near  the  village  of  Middlettm.  The 
Leeds  Corporation  had  previously  announced  a  plan  to  found  a 
nirden  suburb  in  tlie  same  locality,  and  the  Middleton  Colliery  Co., 
the  principal  ratepayer  of  this  disti-ict,  recently  sold  a  part  of  its 
estate  to  the  Ijoeds  Corporation  for  housing  purposes. 


BRAZILIAN  USAGES  YIELD  TO  THE  TYFEWBITEB. 
(Vii-c  Caueul  nlchaTd  P,  Momni.  Rto  de  JoDi^lro,  Aug.  5.) 

By  decree  of  July  31,  1918,  Uie  President  of  Brazil  sanctioned  a 
measure  whorrby  it  is  pcnuited  that  contracts  witli  the  Government 
departments  may  be  presented  in  typewritten  or  printed  form,  pro- 
vided, of  course,  tlicy  fulfill  the  UEiuiil  legal  formalities  and  have  two 
witnesec;.    Each  page  of  such  contracts  as  this  must  be  signed. 

In  tliQ  pa.st  documents  of  all  kinds,  including  attorney's  briefs  and 
other  legal  documents,  liave  almost  always  been  -wiitten  by  liand. 
With  the  increa^^d  use  of  the  typewriter,  due  to  the  initiative  of 
certain  American  linns  who  are  .selling  standard  American  ma- 
chines in  large  numbers,  this  practice  is  lieing  abandoned.  This 
trade  has  also  credited  a  number  of  schools  where  stenography  and 
typewriting  is  taught,  ajid  there  is  every  indication  mat  in  the 
future  the  t,v|)(; writer  will  phiy  a  more  important  iiart  in  commercial 
and  other  correspondence  in  Brazil. 
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FOREIGH  TEADE  OF  THE  IfETHEELAFDS. 

[Consul  Ftsnli  W,  Mnhlo,  AmalerOiim,  Aug.  21.] 

Published  official  figui-ee  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Xi-therlaiida 
during  the  18  montlis'  period  from  January  1, 1917,  to  Juue  SO.  1018, 
show  a  great  decline  and  give  interesting  particulars  of  the  trade 
witik  helugcr^it  couutrie-^. 

The  total  impcwts  for  the  first  six  months  of  1918  were  only  m 


per  cent  in  weight  and  43iper  cent  in  value  of  those  of  the  corra- 
sponding  period  of  1017.  The  greatest  decline  was  in  food  articles 
for  man  and  beast,  of  which  the  import  in  the  first  half  of  1918 
was  less  than  4  per  cent  of  the  quantity  imported  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1917. 

The  aavanco  in  prices  was  strikingly  ilhisti'atcd  by  the  fact  that 
Tvhilc  the  quantity  of  nietsls  and  minerals  imported  decreascil  nearly 
50  per  cent  in  the  first  half  of  I91S  cooipared  with  that  of  191T,  the 
value  increased  nearly  -10  per  cent  The  prices  of  coal,  iron,  and 
Eteel  increased  nbout  100  per  cent  during  the  year. 

There  wa.s  also  a  decrease  in  quantity  and  an  increase  in  value 
of  imported  chemicals,  porcelain,  earthenwai-e,  and  a  few  otiier  sub- 
stances, but  in  no  case  was  tlic-vc  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  any 
import. 

The  decrease  of  exports  was  shnilur  to  that  o£  imports — 42J  in 
weight  and  41  in  value.  Food  articles  for  utan  and  beast  declined 
about  75  per  cent  in  quantity.  Tlie  export  of  minerals  and  of  o&s 
and  similar  substances  increased  in  quantity,  but  these  wore  small 
exports.    Xo  other  articles  increased  in  the  quantity  exported. 

Tlw  exports  to  the  colonies  dea'«ised  from  I?.,837  to  237  tons; 
the  imports  from  66,094  to  306  tons. 
Iiade  vitlt  BcUigMcJit  C*BiiUiCE. 

In  weiglit,  the  impoits  from  Gciiiiany  and  Austria  far  exceeded 
the  exports  thither  frofn  Holland,  but  the  value  of  the  imports  wts 
lesB  until  the  first  half  of  1918,  when  it  was  larger  chicly  beoiuse  the 
Yftlnc  of  the  exports  from  Holland  to  those  two  coimtries  greatly 
decreaiied — about  GO  pei'  cent  in  weiglit  and  value  in  comparifimi  . 
with  the  first  half  of  1917.  The  weight  of  iutport.s  from  the  two 
countries  decreased  about  25  per  cent,  but  the  value  increased  over 
60  per  cent,  on  account  of  the  great  advance  in  price-^  of  »i>al  and 
iron.  Thus,  Holland  became  a  debtor  to  Germany  and  Anj^tria  in 
1918.  whereas  it  was  prevToiisly  a  ci-editor  in  the  exchnnpe  cif  com- 
modities. 

The  reverse  wite  the  case  rcgni-dina^  trade  with  tiio  .\tlies — Great 
Britain,  France,  and  the  United  Stntos.  Previous  to  1918,  (he 
value  of  imports  theivfrom  exceeded  that  of  e:t|M>rfs  thereto,  but 
in  the  first  naif  of  1918  n  balance  «ppe»)-erl  in  favor  of  Holland. 
Imports  declined  about  8.^  per  cent  in  wi>ig!it  nud  vabie  as  cmnpared 
with  the  first  half  of  1917.  while  the  oTiports  from  Holland  to  those 
counU-ics  decTea-e<l  nUwit  40  per  cent  in  weight  and  and  00  per 
cent  in  value. 

American  Consul  at  Patras  Visits  United  States. 

Consul  Arthur  B.  ('ooke,  the  American  consul  at  Pittras,  Greece, 

is  on  leave  of  abeence  in  the  Fnited  States  and  will  be  at  -221S  West 

Grace  Street,  Kichmond,  Va.,  until  Scptombcr  ii2.  ,,  , 
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HANVFACTUSED  IBON  FBICES  ADVASCED  IS  THE  HIDLAIIDS. 

[CoDBUI  E.  IlaldcmsD  DeanlsoD.  Blrmlnghau,  Engliuitt,  Aug.  20.] 
Engineering,  in  its  weekly  review  of  conditions  in  tlie  iron  and 
steel  trades  in  the  Midland  and  Staffordshire  districts,  states  that 
the  Ministry  of  Munitions  has  granted  an  advance  in  manufactui-ed 
iron  prices  following  upon  the  Tate  accumulated  items  of  advance  in 
costs  of  mill  and  forge  protliiction.  An  advance  of  17s,  Cd.  ($4J2o) 
per  ton  has  hepn  conceded  in  "  Crown  "  hars,  and  £1  {$i.8G)  per  ton 
in  Staffordshire  marked  bars.  This  brings  the  official  maximum  to 
£14  15s.  ($71,78)  net  f.  o.  b.  at  makei-s'  works  for  the  fomier,  and 
£17  ($82,73)  net  at  makers'  works  for  the  latter.  At  the  same  time 
the  "  extras "  on  "  Crown  "  bars  have  been  advanced  10s  ($2.43) 
per  ton,  beet  quality  bars  now  carrying  an  extra  of  £1  ($4.80)  per 
ton,  instead  of  lOs.  ($2.43),  best  best  £2  ($9.73)  instead  of  30s. 
($7.29)  and  triple  best  £3  ($14.59)  instead  of  50s.  ($12.15)  per  ton. 
On  marked  bars  the  "extras"  liave,  it  is  understood,  been  doubled, 
and  so,  too,  have  the  "extras"  on  sections,  angles,  and  finis  of 
"  Crown"  quality  except  rounds  and  squares  of  between  3  inches  and 
4  inches,  wliich  are  unaltered.  Makers  of  nnt  and  bolt  bars,  which 
are  not  subject  to  the  "  control "  have  increased  their  prices  in  cor- 
respondence with  the  new  official  rate. 

The  new  price  for  this  extensive  class  of  iron  becomes  £15  5s. 

! $74,20)  delivered  to  consumers  in  the  district,  instead  of  £14  8s. 
$70.07)  to  £14  10s.  ($T0.5G)  per  ton,  as  formerly.  All  the  new  prices 
of  all  descriptions  are  i-etrospective  to  August  1.  Tlie  advances  con- 
ceded by  the  Ministiy  of  Munitions  are  regarded  with  satisfaction, 
not  only  because  they  restoi-e  a  prolit  to  inakei's  but  as  disposing  of  a 
suggestion  that  the  matter  should  he  adjusted  on  the  subsidy  system 
already  applied  to  pig  iron.  The  finished  iron  trade  has  all  along 
objected  to  this,  and  tlie  system  has  aroused  still  greater  oppositioa 
on  the  part  of  the  operative  section  of  the  Midland  Iron  Trade 
Wages  Board,  because  of  the  interference  with  the  automatic  setUe- 
inent  of  prices  by  means  of  the  sliding  scale.  Apparently  the  an- 
thorities  nave  yielded  to  the  strong  representations  made  by  both 
sections  of  the  wa^s  board,  and  have  abandoned  any  intention  of 
extending  the  subsidy  system  to  include  mill  and  forge  pi-oducts. 
Increase  in  Harked  Bar  and  Boiler  Plate  Frlcei. 

The  most  significaiit  increase  in  the  above  series  of  finished  bar- 
iron  prices  is  that  in  Staffordsliire  marked  bars.  This  is  the  twelfth 
advance  which  has  taken  place  in  marked  bars  since  the  outbreak  of 
war,  when  they  were  selling  at  £8  10s.  ($41.36),  just  half  the  present 

£rice.  Moreover,  when  the  preceding  advance  took  place  in  January 
ist,  the  discount  of  2^  per  cent  previously  allowed  was  aboU^ed. 
It  should  also  be  noted  that  £17  ($82.73)  is  the  maximum  pric» 
f.  o.  b.  at  makers'  works,  buyei'S  having  to  bear  the  cost  of  carnage. 
The  new  prices  for  boiler  plates  are  understood  to  be  as  follows: 
Ordinary  qualities.  £18  10s.  ($90.02) ;  best,  £19  10s.  ($94.89)  ;  double 
best,  £20  10s.  ($99.70) ;  and  tieble  best,  £21  10s.  ($104.62). 
Eedneed  Iron  ProdQctioii — Ptg'Iron  Trade. 

The  reduced  manufactured  iron  output  revealed  in  the  return  of 
the  Midland  Iron  Trade  Wages  Board  for  the  months  of  May  and 
June,  is  regarded  with  some  anxiety.    Over  the  17  fii'ms  selected  for 
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the  purpose  of  regulating  wages,  the  drop  is  about  3,000  Ions,  This 
average,  spread  over  the  70  odd  firms  associated  wiih  the  board,  rep- 
resents ft  considerable  tonuage.  The  decline  is  attrtbnted  to  a  mitl- 
tiplicity  of  causes,  chiefly  shortage  of  puddiei-s,  due  to  the  demands 
of  the  military  authorities,  and  insufficient  supplies  of  puddled  bars 
and  coaL 

Only  small  lots  of  pig  ir<m  lue  being  offei-ed.  Tlie  suieltei-s  have 
no  applies,  however,  and  they  represent  the  fuel  supply  as  a  sub- 
ject of  great  anxiety.  The  output  during  the  lioliday  interr^num 
will  be  verj-  quickly  absorbed,  owing  to  the  leeway  which  had  to  bo 
recovered. 
Tk*  steel  Ttui*. 

The  extension  and  stifl'ening  of  the  control  of  steel  »re  likely  con- 
tingencies. There  is  a  distinctly  easier  tendency  in  the  market. 
Steel  bars  ure  not  now  tn-inging  the  ontside  prices  which  were  ac- 
qaieaeed  in  as  an  inevitable  resnlt  of  the  stringency  and  imperfect 
control  which  formerly  prevailed.  The  mills  arc  now  able  to  get 
SKpplies  of  billets  through  oflicial  channels  at  the  £10  7s.  6d.  ($50,48) 
maziinum.  and  there  has  been  a  consequent  fall  in  bar  prices.  There 
is  enough  business  passing  this  week  to  afford  a  reliable  gauge  of  the 
position,  but  it  is  apparent  that  the  tightening  of  the  official  grip 
means  a  change  in  the  outlook. 


OOHHEimATION  ¥0B  XIEFETHOirBE  EKPLOYEES. 

The  folluwing  employees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Light- 
houses ha^'c  recently  been  commentkd  by  the  Acting  Seci-etary  of 
Conunerce  for  special  services  tendered  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties: 

Mr.  G.  M.  U'llile.  kceiier  <jf  Tiukglei'  SouuU  Liglit  Station,  Vn..  for  assistance 
rendered  on  Jiilv  11,  li<IS,  [n  pilotiog  a  bnrge,  M-hich  taiul  tirouudod  near  the 
BtatlOD,  to  WlQilnilll  Poiiil. 

Mr.  a,  B,  Uecklns,  nfuiRtnne  keeper  of  North  Bfvei-  UnM  Station,  N.  C, 
ttx  BtiHistfiitce  rcniSered  on  Augost  20,  1S18.  io  pnrtlnlljr  onlonilin);  two  motor 
boats  niilili  Iiail  {;ri)iiu(le<l  iienr  lli«  slatlou  and  in  xnilHng  tliera  iuto  deep  wnter 
by  menns  of  a  inotoi-  lioat, 

Mr.  C.  A.  Stirling,  keeper  of  Cmney  Inland  I.igbt  Stiitioii,  Vn.,  for  assistance 
reudercil  on  AoKivit  14,  1018.  to  the  occnxtants  of  n  disabled  InunL'Ti. 

Mr,  Ccor^'c  If.  Wuri],  ki^nn'v  of  H.iPketls  Riirbor  l.l(fht  Station,  N.  Y.,  (or 
service  rendered  on  Aiigunt  22.  1918,  to  the  occupants  of  a  motor  boat,  which 
had  eollliled  »it)i  tlie  roeliR  In  the  vicinity  of  the  statltin  «uil  was  sinklag. 

Ml-,  R.  H.  Matthews,  nsHi(<taiit  keeper  of  Deei>  Water  .ShoiilM  Light  Station, 
Va.,  for  rescuing  fonr  finldiers  from  (.imp  Enstls,  Trho  were  adrift  in  n  Kailhont 
during  a  etoriu  ou  AugtLtt  T,  1B18, 

Ml'.  CliATles  W.  PuKli.  keeper  of  Bnaoobe  Marsliesi  Liglit  Slaliou,  N.  C,  tor 
tnfeing  tlie  captain  and  niglnocr  of  the  steamer  Hatliv  CrccJ.  wliicii  hnrl  parted 
Its  moorings  at  WancheHe  Ptpr  during  a  lieavj'  storm  on  -Vugnst  25,  1D18.  to 
the  .'!teaiBer  io  lime  to  pretcnt  it  from  EMng  itsliore  and  For  n=Filsting  in  taking 
the  steamer  l)Ack  to  lis  moorings  after  the  stomi. 

Mr.  Richard  G.  ItobcrfK.  first  nsaistaut  keeper  of  ALIifrator  Kcef  tJcht  Station, 
Pla.,  for  assistance  i-endi'iviJ  on  .MiftURt  1,  1913,  under  irjing  iietitlier  coiidi- 
Uous,  In  towing  a  diRal)ie<1  neroplnne,  \viitcii  linU  fallen  into  Uii:  wntcr  about: 
10  miles  from  the  flbition,  for  n  distnncc  of  about  4  miles  too-nnl  the  Rhoro 
and  taming  it  over  to  a  imval  si^^out  patrol  host ;  and  for  his  conmti'ooun  action 
In  diving  into  the  shaii^-lnfesteil  waters  of  the  Sti-nlt-t  of  Florida,  rhrontdi 
heav;  seawee<1  and  under  the  nerojilane,  lu  an  effort  to  i-eacli  iwo  men  reportod 
to  be  Inside  tlie  aeroplsine. 

Mr.  CtiarlGS  Itodfern.  beeper  of  Point  Comfort  Li^ht  Stntimi.  N.  .1.,  for 
reBCUisg  find  adiniuistciing  OrMl-alfl  ti-eatment  to  n  iu:iu  who  luid  Iteen  ranght 
In  nn  iimleriow  In  Ihe  vicinity  of  Ihe  station. 


Goo»^lc 
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SWEDISH  FOREIOIT  TRADE. 


In  a  still  hifiher  degree  than  in  1916,  the  year  1917  showed  a  reduc- 
tion in  Swedisli  foreign  trade.  Apart  from  State  measures  and  the 
blockage,  which  decreased  the  possibilities  of  maintaining  cx)nnec- 
tions  witli  distant  markets,  so  many  unknown  factors  had  to  be  rec- 
koned with  that  the  trade  with  foreign  countries  was  brought  down 
to  the  lowest  limit.  Tlie  important  thing  was  to  organize  and,  ai  far 
as  possible,  obtain  supplies  for  Sweden.  This  was  taken  care  of  by 
the  State  and  there  was  not  much  left  for  the  commercial  world  to 
do,  especially  as  a  number  of  products  could  not  be  had  at  all  or  only 
in  insiiHicicnt  quantities,  Tlie  steadily-increasing  prices  at  the  same 
time  retarded  consumption  and  made  it  impossible  to  make  reasonable 
calculations  and  continue  the  old  commercial  policy. 

At  the  close  of  1917  statistics  were  publislied  with  regard  to  Swed- 
ish imports  and  exports  as  regards  the  most  important  articles;  but 
the  material  was  very  incomplete.  It  may,  however,  be  said  safely 
that  efforts  have  been  made  to  keep  up  as  far  as  possible  trade  with 
Germany  and  Great  Britain,  although,  of  course,  to  a  limited  extent. 
The  trade  with  liussia  has  decreased  more  and  more. 
D«crcated  Trade  with  QeTmany  and  Enfland — Trade  delations  with  Knisia. 

It  was  of  great  importance  that  the  supply  of  coal,  as  it  gradually 
decreased  from  England,  coidd  be  arranged  for  frtmi  Grermany,  The 
increased  importsfrom  Germany  were  especially  marked  in  1916 
(4,380,000  tons),  when  they  were  2J  times  as  much  as  the  imports  of 
coal  from  England  during  the  same  ;^ear.  In  1917,  however,  the  Ger- 
man coal  imports  decreased  to  about  one-third  of  the  quantity  in  1916. 
Sweden,  however,  received  from  Germany  in  1917  some  potatoes 
(probahly  for  use  as  feed)  and  some  sugar  (perhapsof  Dutch  origin). 
The  trade  with  England- decreased  still  more.  According  to  Engii^ 
statistics  for  the  first  half  of  1917,  the  British  imports  from  Sweden 
decreased  to  two-thirds  of  the  flg\n-es  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  1915,  and  the  British  exports  to  Sweden  were  only  one-third  of 
those  for  the  first  half  of  1915.  As  far  as  the  Swedish  exports  to 
England  are  concerned,  the  induction  was  due  especially  to  the  wood 
ami  wood-pulp  market 

Sweden  has  not  neglected  its  trade  connections  with  Sussia  during 
the  war.  The  good  prosjiects  for  a  market  for  Swedish  products, 
especially  agricultural  implements  and  otlier  machinery,  was  an  in- 
centive in  tlie  first  years  of  the  war  to  make  new  efforts  to  expjind  this 
market,  and,  as  is  seen  by  many  public  statements  of  Russian  trade 
experts,  Russia  has  been  willing  to  support  such  efforts.  But  little  by 
little  conditions  on  the  Russian  market  became  too  hazardous.  The 
steady  decrease  in  value  of  the  ruble  made  all  calculation  impossible 
and  all  efforts  to  carrt'  through  some  not  altogether  ruinous  methods 
of  payment  failed.  Furthermore,  the  Russian  import  regulations 
tied  down  the  trade,  especially  with  agricultural  implements,  in  such 
a  way  that  it  was  almost  impcfflsible  to  make  any  sales,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1917,  a  general  import  prohibition  was  passed  by  which  practi- 
cally all  articles  of  interest  to  Swedish  exporters  were  excluded  from 
the  Russian  market.  The  work  has  not  been  given  up  in  Sweden  on 
this  account,  but  it  is  laid  aside  to  be  tnken  up  under  more  favoraWe 


OOMUBBCE  BEPOSrS.  1053 

conditions.  Nor  has  it  been  forgotten  th«t  for  some  yeai-s  after  the 
war  one  of  the  mum  problems  in  Sweden  will  be  to  obtain  for  the 
Swedish  people  food  suppliea  from  abroad,  so  that  a  Russia  which 
is  able  to  supply  Swedi^  needs  may  become  an  important  factor  in 
the  comitry'a  ecouMnic  policy. 
Tnvstloa  nf  Luge  TnidiB«  Comfttain. 

It  is  hard  to  atty  to  what  extent  similar  disturbances  have  prevented 
(^rations  in  Tarious  over-seii  markets,  but  in  this  dii'ection  also  work 
is  evidently  being  done  psrticulariy  witli  a  \-iew  to  conditions  after 
the  war.  Thus  several  large  tradmg  companies  have  been  formed, 
based  on  the  |H'ospects  of  an  exteitsire  trade  with  foreign  countries. 
The  most  important  of  the^e  companies  are:  Aktiebolaget  Trans- 
marina  Kompaniet,  founded  in  1916  with  a  capital  stock  of  3,000,000 
crowns,  with  whic^  in  1917  was  fused  the  new  Akticboiag  Handel 
och  Indostri,  workb^  especially  in  Knssia,  which  increased  its  capi- 
tal to  1,000,000  crowns;  the  Aktiebolag  Hvenska  OccankcMnpamet, 
Stockboiin,  founded  in  the  spring  of  1917  witli  a  miniiiium  capital 
of  7jb00,000  crowns  and  l^■o^king  especially  in  Rnssia,  America,  and 
Asia;  and  the  Aktiebolag  Sveo^ka  HaudeLs  och  Sjofartskompanict, 
Stockh<din,  foonded  in  the  sprioa  of  1917  with  a  capital  of  3j500,000 
oroi^ns  with  tho  plan  of  establlsliing  branches  in  Soith  and  South 
America  (New  York,  San  Franciscoj  Buenos  Aires).  Tliis  last  com- 
pany also  intends  to  carry  on  shipping  btisiness  and  is  said  to  have 
secured  considerable  tonnagr,  intended  mainly  for  nsc  in  its  own  busi- 
ness. 

No  reliable  judgment  can  a:s  yet  be  formed  with  regard  to  the 
results  of  the  mutual  Scandinavian  exchange  of  goods,  which  has 
made  a  succcssfnl  start.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  it  is  the  basis 
of  important  future  work  looking  toward  the  self-support  of  the 
three  Scandiuavian  countries. 


EOSHSa  KABGABUIE  KANVFACIUKE  IN  HULL. 

[Conml  UiMMI  M.  Bylsxtwi,  Bull,  I-I««Und.  Au<{.  31.} 

Ari'angements  have  been  c«np1eted  for  the  maniifacture  of  Kosher 
margarine  in  Hnlt,  The  margarine  will  be  made  exchisively  of 
vegetable  products  and  milk,  the  animal  iitts  in  standard  margarine 
boing  omitted.  Tlie  milk  will  be  tested  and  sealed  by  a  rabW  or  his 
nconince,  who  will  also  supervise  the  jM^Jcess  of  manufacture.  The 
local  food  committee  will  issne  special  licenses  to  retailers.  It  is  also 
prt^osed  to  manufacture  Kosher  vegetable  oil,  and  these  products 
are  expected  to  be  on  the  market  by  September  15, 1&18. 

The  manufacture  of  standard  margarine  in  the  United  Kingdom 
is  reported  to  have  now  reached  the  point  where  the  ciHintry  may  be 
said  to  bo  .self -supporting  and  not  to  refjuire  imports  from  abroad. 
It  ha^  been  announced  that  at  the  end  of  September  the  fat  ration 
will  be  increased  from  5  to  C  oimces  weekly  per  capita  (margarine 
4  ounces  and  butter  2  ounces),  which  represents  about  75  per  cent  of 
the  consumption  in  normal  times.  Eecentlj'  the  quantity  of  animal 
fats  permitted  to  be  used  in  the  production  of  margarine  was  in- 
creased to  20  per  cent  of  the  whole,  which  pntisfactority  increases  the 
food  value. 

[The  growth  of  tlie  Brillsli  margarine  iiHln^try  was  revlowuil  lu  CoxNEno 
BEPcmTB  for  Jnn»  7,  1918.] 

Goo»^lc 
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EHECTIOir  OF  COLD  STORAGE  FLAlTr  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

[Consul  JohD  3.  C.  WatsoD,  Tanuoutb,  Nora  Sfollt,  Cnnada,  S^L  C] 
A  large  and  modern  cold-storage  plant,  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  the  fishing  indiisti-j',  is  being  elected  at  Liverpool,  Nova  Scotia, 
by  American  cajjitalists.  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  about  Octo- 
ber 1.  The  building  is  of  frame  construction,  60  feet  wide  by  150 
feet  long,  and  is  three  stories  in  height,  with  a  nearly  flat  roof  suit- 
able for  drying  fibh.  It  has  a  normal  capacity  of  6,000,000  pounds 
and  is  capable  of  handling  75,000  pounds  a  day.  The  company  owns 
more  land  adjoining  the  plant,  so  that  it  can  be  enlarged,  if  more 
space  is  needed.  Every  facility  is  provided  for  the  rapid  handling 
of  fish.  One  end  of  tlie  building  is  on  the  dock  and  Uie  tivird  story 
projects  over  the  water,  which  enables  vessels  to  be  rapidly  loaded 
and  unloaded.  There  are  also  tracks  running  along  both  ends  of  the 
building,  so  that  cars  can  be  loaded  at  two  places  at  the  same  time. 
All  of  the  macliinery  required  for  the  plant  was  imported  from 
the  Unite<l  States.  The  cost  of  erection  and  the  land  together  rep- 
resent an  investment  of  $150,000. 


COTTON  PIECE-GOODS  TRADE  IN  POOCHOW  DISTRICT. 

IConsiU  Alb.rt  W.  Pontius,  rooehow,  CblDB.l 

The  trade  in  colton  goods  continues  unsatisfactory  during  the 
present  year,  the  fai;tors  being  the  puor  rice  crops  and  the  unsettled 
conditions  prevailing  at  iiittrior  places  and  neighboring  Provinces. 
Genei-ally  speaking,  all  old  stocks  have  been  practically  cleared.  At 
present  the  prices  are  so  high,  the  money  market  so  tight,  and  tlie 
future  so  uncertain  that  dealers  are  purchasing  stocks  rcijuired  for 
immediate  use  only. 
Advantagei  of  Japanese  Xanafaeturcr. 

Before  the  war  the  British  manufacturer  had  a  monopoly  of  the 
trade,  the  British  cloth  being  imported  through  brokei-s  at  S'lianghai 
and  Hongkong.  Through  the  etfoits  of  a  large  Japanese  fii-m,  the 
local  native  merchants  ai-e  now  enabled  to  purcliase  Japanese  manu- 
factured cloth  from  Japan  direct,  thus  saving  the  usual  coinin)<«^ioos 
paid  to  brokers  at  the  two  aforementioned  large  ports.  In  selling 
the  Japanese-made  cloth  direct,  the  terms  of  payment  are  seven 
weeks  after  deliverv  of  goods.  Another  advantage  to  the  Japaneso 
manufacturer  are  tlie  repeated  visits  made  to  this  district  by  Japa- 
nese piece-goods  salesmen.  Persistent  endeavor  and  employmeDt  of 
practical  methods  have  given  the  Japanese  a  sti-ong  hold  on  the 
piece-goods  trade.  The  war  and  attendant  trnnsjwrtation  difficulties 
have  seriously  handicapped  the  British  manufacturer  and  have  pre- 
vented aggressive  competition  on  his  part,  but  the  Japanese  manu- 
facturers having  now  obtained  a  command  of  the  trade — about  70 
per  cent — are  sparing  no  elfort  to  make  their  hold  as  permanent  as 


With  the  exception  of  small  importations  of  drills,  no  American- 
made  cloth  has  appeared  on  the  local  market  dunng  the  pre.9ent 
year.  In  recent  months  Shanghai-manufactured  driHs  and  sheet- 
ings have  appeared  on  the  local  market  in  increasing  qnanttUefi,  im- 
portations in  1018  amounting  to  5,S00  pieces  of  drills  and  1,580 
pieces  of  sheetings.    In  spite  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  long 


COMMERCE  REPOBtS.  1055 

fitmiliar  brands  of  British  and  American  cloth,  such  cloth  conthuics 
to  be  in  high  fsvor,  and  this  factor  will  prove  a  most  valuable  ad- 
junct in  regaining  much  of  the  trad©  at  i)resent  lost  to  more  favor- 
ably situated  Japanese  competitors. 
Liaes  of  Ooo^  la  Senund. 

Cotton  goods  in  chief  dciinind  at  present  in  tlli^  district  are  dyed  ■ 
cotton  ciits;  plain  shirtings,  gray  and  white,  36  inches  by  40  yards, 
ranging  from  7  to  9  pounds  weight;  T-cloths,  t"!2  inches  bv  40  yards; 
chintzes  and  cotton  prints,  velvets  and  velveteens,  dyed  shirtings, 
turkey-i'ed  cotton,  cambric  calicoes,  cotton  italiaits  and  jeans.  With 
the  exception  of  dyed  cotton  cuts,  chintzes  and  cotton  prints,  and 
torkey-rod  cotton,  decreased  importations  were  had  in  every  line. 
In  a  good  year  the  trade  in  cotton  piece  goods  amoTints  to  $500,000 
annually. 

THREE  HEW  EJtlTlSU  TOOB  SEGTrXATIOirS. 

[Consul  General  Bofierl  r.  BkEonpr,  London,  Aag.  ao.l 

The  British  Ministry  of  Food  recently  issued  orders  regulating 
the  pi'ices  at  which,  maize  (corn)  products  and  butter  may  bo  sold  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  impoemg  restrictions  upon  traific  in  cereals. 
The  order  relating  to  maize  products  reads ; 

A  iwrsou  shall  not  ou  ov  utter  September  2,  1018,  sell  or  offer  or  usiiose  for 
Rnle  or  buy  or  offer  to  buy  by  retail  niij  maize  flour,  tnalse  (lake,  innize  sctiioliua, 
honiin.r,  ewallne,  or  maize  meal  at  n  price  erceeflTig  a  rate  of  4<l.  (8  f«nts)  per 
potinO. 

Ksc^>t  la  sucb  cases  as  the  Food  CootcoUer  may  oUierwise  detennioe  tbiit 
order  shall  apply  to  proprietary  lirawls  of  llie  articles  mcntloiiGtl  In  claiL'je  1. 
Knzimiim  Prteca  rizid  Ik  Butter. 

Tlie  ordei'  relating  to  butter,  which  is  aU-eady  in  effect,  stipidates 
that  butter  may  not  be  sold  at  I'etail  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  prices 
exceeding  the  following: 

Od  the  occasion  of  n  sale  by  retail  of  any  butter,  the  iiinximum  price  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  2s.  4d.  457  cenle)  per  pound,  escept  that  In  calcalnting  the 
iDa\iiuiiBi  price  cliargcablo  ou  any  i^ale  auy  hrokeii  halfiicimy  iorlnilod  la  the 
raaxtmnm  price  Kbalt  munt  an  n  bolfpeDtij'. 

No  chBi'i^  ™ay  he  made  for  packing,  packages,  or  glTliig  credit ;  but  if  the 
butter  i<;  deliTered,  at  the  buyer's  request,  otherwise  than  at  thesefier'apremlseK, 
.an  nddittoual  clwrga  may  he  made  Por  such  delivery  not  exceedlui;  a  suni  nt 
the  rate  of  Jd.  (J.cent)  i>er  imiinit  or  anj-  larger  sum  actiiolly  iiiid  jiroperly 
pnifl  by  the  seller  for  carriage. 

A  Tbod  committee  may  fmm  thi)e  to  tlnie  by  resolution  vniy  (lie  mnxiimim 
larlcefOT  batter  sold  b.v  retail  within  its  nrea  or  any  part  of  sach  area. 
Sale  «f  Cereals  Seitrleted. 

The  order  restricting  the  sale  of  cereals  ai>plies  to  wheat,  rye, 
twrley,  and  dredge  corn  and  to  tailings,  dressing,  and  screenings 
frmn  these  grains,  and  proi'ides: 

(a)  A  person  shall  not  on  or  after  September  1,  191S,  eoH  or  olTer  to  sell  any 
'ariiclR  of  a  kliiil,  to  which  this  order  applies,  to  any  person  other  than  (1)  a 
miller  "buy IxifC  for  the  parjioHes  of  o  I'ontroUed  flunr  mill;  Ar  (2)  it  rect^nilKed 
Ucaier  1j)  graia;  or  (3)  a  person  re<|iili'lQg  and  holding  a  license  grnnteil  by  or 
imder  the  authority  of  Die  Food  Controller  (or  the  purpose  of  entitling  him 
to  use  the  article  for  a  naamtfacturiug  business  carried  ou  by  him;  or  (4)  in 
the  case  of  groin  which  in  suitahio  for  seed,  n  person  buying  grain  s|ieclfieally 
for  the  purp(«c  of  seed. 

(iij  Tills  clause  shall  not  «i^ly  to  any  nrtlclo  lu  ras>ect  of  ivhich  it  la 
praved  that  at  tl)e  time  of  sale  It  waK  unfit  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  Iramou 
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ITALIAir  SECBEE  FIXES  HAXIMTTM  FBICES  FOK  SUXFHUlt. 

[Conml  OcDM^l  DaTid  F.  W1lb«r,  G?doi,  Aug.  13.] 

New  mnximiim  prices  for  Italian  raw  and  worked  sulphur  were 
fi.\ed  bj  ft  recent  ministerial  decree.  The  new  schedule  consists  of 
two  catef^ories — prices  in  Sit-ily  and  prices  on  the  Continent  and  in 
the  islands  other  than  Sicily, 

The  maximum  piices  in  Sicilv  for  worked  sulphur  per  quintal  of 
220.46  pounds  are:  Refined,  in  bricks,  packing  extra,  5S,3T  lire  (at 
normal  exchange  the  lira  is  worth  19,3  cents) ;  refined,  in  sticks,  60,37 
lire;  subliraatod.  pure,  70.31  lire;  raw  ground,  53.50  lire;  refined 
ground — GO  to  65  per  cent  of  fineness,  04,51  lire  j  65  to  70  per  cent, 
65.14  lire;  70  to  75  per  cent,  65,77  lire;  refined  sifted — 75  to  80  per 
cent,  C6.G9  lire,  80  to  85  per  cent,  C8  lire;  85  to  90  per  cenfj  69,31  hre. 
In  the  prices  for  sulphur  in  powder  the  value  of  the'packing  canvas, 
to  be  given  separately  in  the  invoice,  is  not  included. 

The  prices  for  worked  sulphur  are  for  goods  at  Catania,  Licata, 
Porto  Empedoclc,  and  Termmi  Imerse,  f.  o.  b,  or  on  car  at  statiou. 
For  sales  m  other  localities  of  Sicily  the  prices  of  worked  sulphur 
are  to  bo  increased  by  the  copts  of  carriage,  a-s  shown  by  invoice,  and 
loss  by  diminution,  which  can  not  exceed  1  per  cent  and  will  be 
applied  only  to  refined  sulphur  in  bricks. 
Prices  on  Continent  and  In  Islands — Haw  Snlpliar. 

On  the  Continent  and  in  the  other  islands  the  prices  for  worked 
sulphur  are  those  indicated  ahove,  increased  by  the  costs  of  carriage 
and  of  the  loss  by  diminution.  For  ground  sulphur  mineral  tb» 
following  f.  o.  b.  prices  are  established:  Mineral  containing  from 
25  to  30  per  cent  of  sulphur,  14,25  lire  per  quintal;  30  to  35  per  cent, 
16.60  lire;  35  to  40  per  cent,  18.96  lire;  40  to  45  per  cent,  21.32  lire; 
45  to  50  per  cent,  23.C8  lire.  These  prices  do  not  include  the  value 
of  the  packing  canvas. 

For  the  resale  of  worked  sulphur  and  ground  sulphur  mineral  a 
margin  of  profit  is  allowed  the  reseller  not  exceeding  2  per  cent  for 
lots  of  10  quintals  or  more  nor  4  per  cent  for  lots  of  less  than  10 
quintals.  Sulphur  of  over  90  per  cent  fineness,  washed  sulphur,  sul- 
phur for  medicinal  use,  and  sifted  flowers  of  sulphur  are  not  con- 
templated in  the  present  decree. 

To  the  decree  is  annexed  a  list  of  normal  prices  for  anworked  sul- 
phur, which  is  made  the  basis  of  the  new  prices  for  raws.  In  Sicily 
the  prices  for  raw  sulphur  are  those  fixed  m  this  list,  plus  a  commis- 
sion of  Scentesimi  in  favor  of  the  Association  for  the  Sicilian  Siilphar 
Industry,  On  the  Continent  and  in  the  other  islands  the  list  prices 
for  raw  sulphur  aic  further  increased  by  the  costs  of  carriage  to  des- 
tination, as  shown  by  the  invoice  or  estnblislied  by  calculation  (on  the 
basis  of  the  railway  tariff  increased  by  20  per  cent),  as  well  as  loss  by 
diminution  not  to  exceed  2  per  cent 
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TBAKSSHIPITENT  OF  HOTOB  CARS  AND  ACCESSORIES  AT 
SINOAFORE. 

Vice  Consul  HanRcn  cables  from  Bangkok,  Siam,  under  date  of 
September  12,  to  the  effett  that  exporters  of  motor  curs  and  acces- 
sories should  be  warned  against  luiiking  shipments  to  Bangkok  by 
way  of  Singapore  without  having  previously  obtained  a  transship- 
ment  permit  from  the  Singapore  Government. 


KATIOKAL  KITCHENS  FROVK  SUCCESSFITI  IN  ENGLAND. 

[Commercial  Altacln-  I'hflip  13.  Kennedy,  London.  Aug.  20.] 

The  national  restaurant  which  opened  its  doors  several  months 
ago  in  New  Bridge  Street  [st-e  Commerce  Keports  for  Apr.  15  and 
Aug.  8, 1918]  is  proving  fo  be  an  imqualitied  success.  It  has  recently 
been  given  out  that  the  restaurant  yielded  an  average  profit  of  more 
than  £70  (about  $350)  a  week  after  meeting  all  charges,  including 
rent,  reserve  for  renewal,  and  operating  expenses,  at  the  same  time 
keeping  down  the  price  of  the  food  served. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  will  be  a  shortage  of  coal  and  fuel 
this  winter,  the  national  kitchens  and  i-estaurants  mny  be  called  upon 
to  increase  their  nctivitie-s  and  do  cooking,  collectively,  for  a  whole 
community  at  a  time.  Tliis  scheme,  if  put  into  effect,  would  savo 
considerable  fuel  and  the  consumption  of  gas  and  electricity  for  cook- 
ing purposes  would  be  gieatly  reduced.  In  a  joint  letter  to  the  Morn- 
ing Post  the  Coal  Controller  and  the  Director  of  Nr.tioual  Kitcliens 
have  expressed  their  desire  to  cooperate  in  this  movement  and  ha\e 
invited  the  public  to  pursue  the  plan  suggested.  The  national  i-estau- 
rants  and  kitchens  are  therefore  not  only  furnishing  the  public  with 
meals  of  good  quality  at  a  nominal  price  but  are  also  engaged  in  a 
compaign  for  saving  hundi-eds  of  tens  of  coal  which  can  be  sent  to 
Italy  and  France. 
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HEW  IMPOST  REGULATIONS. 

The  War  Trade  Board  iiiinounccs  in  a  new  nilin^  (W.  T.  IJ.  H 
234)  certain  important  <'liungos,  to  wliidi  tlip  ran-fiil  uttcntiou  of 
all. importers  is  directed,  in  War  Tiiule  Bininl  Killing  Xo.  Ill,  gov- 
tniing  tlio  certificulion  l>y  Aiiieric:!n  coii-uhii'  officei-«  of  invoicee^ 
covering  shipment.--.  Tlie.se  cliaugcs  uill  obviate  certain  irregulari- 
ties and  inisnndei--i;inclings  which  have  occurred  in  the  past  and 
facilitate  the  iidminii^tnitiun  of  the  import  ivstnt-tions. 

American  consular  oflicers  will  certify  no  invoice  for  any  ocean 
shipment  to  be  made  on  or  after  October  1. 1918.  to  the  Ignited  Stat*s. 
except  upon  receipt  of  official  notification  from  the  War  Trade 
Boaitl  of  the  is-^iiancc  of  an  import  license  and  of  the  import  license 
miiiiljcr. 

Imporlei-s  are  particulady  reqiie^vted  to  take  notice  that  for  the 
puri>oso  of  consulafing  invoices  covering  oi-eun  shipments  made  on 
or  after  October  1,  1918,  consular  officers  are  not  permitted  to  accept 
import  license  numbers  furnished  them  by  shippers,  as  they  have 
heretofore  done. 

The  number  of  any  such  import  license,  togetlier  with  al!  neces- 
sary information  will,  at  the  requ&st  and  cost  of  tlie  applicant  for 
import  license,  be  cabled  or  mailed  by  the  War  Trade  Board  to  the 
consular  officer,  whose  consular  district  is  designated  by  the  appli- 
cant as  the  district  from  which  lhi>  Ahipinent  to  the  TTnited  States 
will  be  made. 
Kew  Formi  of  Application. 

New  forms  of  ai)p!ication  for  import  licenses  will  soon  be  avail- 
able, which  will  contain  a  blank  to  be  filled  out  by  the  applicant  for 
the  purpose  of  indicating  whether  the  applicant  dcniros  omcial  noti- 
fication of  the  issuance  of  the  import  licence  and  of  the  number 
ihereof  to  be  sent  by  cable^am  or  by  mail.  The  applicant  designates 
in  such  blank  the  appropriate  American  consular  officer.  If  the  ap- 
plicant is  not  able  to  supply  the  information  at  the  time  of  the  filing 
of  his  application,  he  should  do  so  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible, 
either  before  or  after  the  issuance  of  the  license.  AH  requests  for 
such  official  notification  made  after  the  filing  of  the  application 
sliouM  bo,  whether  mailed  or  telegraphe<l,  nddre-sed  as  follows: 
■■  Biirenii  of  Iiiiports. 

•■  War  Trade  Board. 

"  Waslilngton,  D.  C." 

Such  re<^ueat  should  refer  to  the  application  or  license  number  and 
should  designate  the  appropriate  consular  officer. 

Import  licenses  will  continue  to  bo  issued  valid  for  a  period  of  90 
days,  but  under  the  new  regulations  import  licenses  issued  on  or  aft«r 
October  1. 1918,  will  be  valid  if  ocean  shipments  thereunder  arc  made 
within  90  days  from  the  date  of  such  license.  It  will  no  longer  be 
necessary,  as  in  the  case  of  licenses  issueil  prior  to  October  1,  1918, 
that  entry  into  the  United  States  be  made  within  the  90  days.  This 
change  will  be  of  benefit  to  shippers  and  importers,  who,  herctofoi*, 
in  many  cases,  have  found  it  difficult  to  prepare  merchandise  for 
shipment,  arrange  for  freight  f^pace,  and  obtain  entry  into  the  United 
State=  within  90  davs. 


D.qit.zeaOvGoOt^lc 


COMMEBCE  BErOBTS.  1059 

With  respect  to  import  licenses  which  are  outstanding  and  unuseJ 
on  October  1, 1918,  if  the  shipments  covered  by  such  licenses  have  not 
been  consiilated  by  that  date  and  the  o<'ean  shipments  therennder 
will  be  made  on  or  after  October  1,  1918,  it  will  be  necessary  that 
official  instructions  be  cabled  to  the  appropriate  consular  officer  at 
once  by  the  War  Trade  Boaiil,  Tliat  there  inay  be  no  delay  in  such 
shipments,  the  holders  of^stich  outstanding  Hcenses  should  immedi- 
ately notify  the  War  Trade  Board  that  they  desire  the  appropriate 
American  consular  officers  to  be  officially  notified  by  the  \var  Trade 
Board,  either  by  cablegnim  or  letter,  of  the  issuance  of  such  out- 
standing licenses  and  of  tiieir  numbers. 

The  (late  of  ocean  shipment,  for  purposes  of  these  regulations,  will 
be  the  date  of  a  through  ocean  bill  of  lading  to  the  United  States. 

Inasmuch  ns  consular  officei's  will  be  governed,  when  consulatinfj 
invoices,  by  the  dntes  of  the  licenses  and  the  dates  of  the  through 
ocean  bills  of  lading,  inij)orters  ai-e  cautioned  to  keep  accurate  record 
of  the  expiration  dates  of  licenses  in  order  that  tiiev  niiike  certain 
that  the  through  ocean  bills  of  lading  are  is.siied  to  them  within  the 
90-day  period,  or,  in  the  event  that  such  through  ocean  bills  of  lading 
ere  not  issued  within  such  period,  that  they  may  apply  in  due  time 
for  extensions  or  new  licenses,  thus  avoiding  delays  and  possible  loss. 
Applications  for  extensions  of  expired  licenses  and  for  reissuances 
may  b((  filefl  and  will  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  circumi^tances 
of  each  cnfic. 
Partial  Shipments  Against  License, 

It  will  be  possible,  as  heretofore,  to  make  partial  shipments 
against  a  licen^'e.  providing  such  .shipments  are  made  during  the 
life  of  the  license.  All  such  partial  shipments  will  bo  governed  by 
the  same  rules  as  those  that  govern  complete  shipments. 

Invoices  for  shipments  of  commodities  covered  by  general  import 
licenses,  known  as  ''PBF*''  licenses,  will  continue  to  be  certified  by 
consular  officers  under  the  general  license  numbers,  without  official 
instructions  governing  each  individual  shipment  (except  that  ship- 
ments covered  by  a  general  license  PIJF  Xo,  1  reijuire  no  certiHed 
invoices). 
Ontitanding  General  Import  Licenses. 

Tlie  following  is  a  list  of  the  outstanding  general  (or  "PBF") 
import  licenses; 

FBF  Xo.  1. — rdVciliiR  tlic  lni|M)il!ilion  from  any  country  of  all  Rhlpiiioiitfl  of 
nnrcstrirled  nrtioli^  exi-cpt  siic.ir,  wbent,  uinl  wluMit  priHlucln,  (\liere  llio  value 
of  any  one  coiiinimUt.v  In  such  sliiiiinent  due!)  not  o:c<'(hi1  ?1IK);  and  covering 
restricted  ortieles  of  like  valu»  when  coming  from  countries  and  by  the  uienDs 
Iiernilttrtl  araler  tlie  terms  of  the  restrlcllou  tlicreon. 

PKF  Xo.  ?.— ("overlng  nil  tiiiiHirtiitlons  into  .Miiskn,  Caiinl  7A>ne,  Philippine 
IslniKlR.  Ilnwall,  (iiiiiin.  Tatalln,  Torto  ItK-o.  VirKln  I.-:liiiii!v,  ulicu  lot  oia- 
sainptliiii  In  thi>M>  coiinti'li's  ami  not  for  tnmssliipiuent. 

PISF  No.  JJ.— (.'ovpring  tlie  iuii«irtallon  Into  the  Unlled  Stnt,>*  from  Cnnnda 
and  Xt'wfiiundluiiil  yf  nil  articles  esti-pt  those  mcntioiti'd  in  ilio  I* rcsl dent's 
tmiMirt  procluniiiilon  of  NgveniliiT  28,  1017,  oiiil  exceiit  eulcium  cartiMc,  olive 
olt,  tnplooQ.  fa^^f,  peniuils.  riihlilt  Kliia}<.  toyn,  niunnCuetures  of  cotton  uot  pn>- 
lUicnii  In  Coiuidn,  tuiloiv.  cchihi  lienns,  foutliers,  prnniw*.  and  whent  products. 
Where  eonimoditfes  are  restricted  this  pcueral  license  fovcrs  tlieni  only  when 
vhlpiMxl  by  other  than  ovejiii  Irnnsportallon  and  when  tlicy  oriKhiute  In  Can- 
ada or  Newfoundiund  or  In  a  (.■ountry  from  which  they  would  be  licensed  for 
Importation  direct,  Siilpmont  from  Newfoundland  to  Canada  onC  thence  over- 
land or  by  lake  to  the  United  States  is  not  considered  ocean  transportation. 
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FSF  t/o.  i-— Covering  the  iiiiportation  ol  fi-esh  fruits  auil  fresh  vegeUblcs 
wben  transportefl  ovwlnnd  from  MexiM  or  OTertand  or  by  lofce  from  GnDiidfl, 
or  by  rail  from  Cuba. 

FBP  Xo.  S. — Covering  ihe  importation  of  goods  previously  exported  from  tbe 
United  StatpM  where  the  vjilue  Utcreof  does  not  eseccd  $500, 

PBF  Kn.  tf,  — CoverInK  the  Iniportiitlon  of  p^Tsonnl  Imgjnige  nceompjiujiDS  a 
passenger  whMi  contntntnj;  only  articles  necessary  for  personal  use  on  hia 
journey. 

I'BF  Ac.  7.  Uivct'lng  tiie  Impiirtatlou  of  Uvah  vegetnbl<>a  froui  Bermnda 
when  shlpiH-d  on  vessels  opprovoil  by  the  War  Trade  Board. 

PBF  No.  S.— CoTering  the  Imiwrtfitlon  of  Iresli  fruits,  fresh  wgoliibles,  pre- 
served fruits,  other  fruit  products,  and  cheese,  from  Cuba,  ivhen  shln>eil  on 
vessels  aiqirored  by  the  Wor  Trade  Bosrd. 

FBP  No.  I>. — Covering  the  Importation  of  all  empty  drums,  cylinders,  con- 
tainers, and  cniptj-  ijenient  lingR,  American  owned,  which  ha%"e  been  iiseil  iu 
the  piportnf  ion  of  commodities  from  the  United  States. 

FBP  Ko.  10. — Covei-lng  the  importation  of  tobacco  from  Cuba  and  the  West 
Indies. 
FISF  Jfo.  i/.— Oiverlug  the  Iraportation  of  cotton  front  Mexico, 
FBF  Ko.  12. — Coverhig  the  Imimrtatlon  of  all  commodities  <rf  the  origlu  aud/'or 
destination  .speclBed  helow  which  arrlro  at  any  port  of  the  United  States  and/or 
vhlch  nro  conveyed  in  transit  through  the  territory  of  the  United  Slate:5  either 
In  bond  or  otherwise,  as  f<dlowB: 

(a)  CommoJillcs  originating  lii  Canada  Of  Nen-foondland  and  destined  for 
any  country  In  the  world;  or  originating  in  Great  Britain,  France,  or  Italy, 
or  any  of  their  European  or  l^'ost  Indlnn  possessions  am!  destincil  for  Canaila 
or  Newfoundland. 

(h)  Commodities  originating  In  Great  Britain,  France,  or  Italy  and 
destined  fur  any  West  Indian  colony,  possession,  or  protectorate  of  Bald 
coTintrles,  or  originating  In  any  of  said  West  Indian  colonies,  i>ossessloa5,  w 
lirotecliii'iitcs  and  destined  for  Great  Britain,  France,  or  Italy,  except  (f) 

(c)  L'ijuiiiKHlitles  orlglunliiig  In  (^luada  or  Mexico  und  desUued  fur 
ntmther  poliit  In  the  same  counlr>-,  passing  throush  the  United  States  en 
route,  exii-pt  (o)  below. 

((J)  Ooni!iioitltlc«  of  whatever  origin  or  destination  not  now  or  lierp-jfler 
l)hice<l  on  the  i-estrictcd  list,  cxceiit  ie)  below. 

(c)    Sliipiuents   under  [wragrapbs    (6),    (c),  and    (rt)    arc   not   to  be 

incluilef!  in  the  general  lleenso  when  such  shipment  would  cross  the  United 

States  from  an  Atlnntle  to  a  Paciflc  or  Gulf  port,  or  from  a  Pacific  to  an 

Atlantic  ur  Uutf  iK>rt,  or  from  a  OulC  to  an  Atlantic  or  Pnelfii'  nort. 

FltF  No.  I'f. — CoverliiK  the  importatlt^t  of  iron  ore  from  Swnleii  ami  S|Niia 

wlien  cominu  as  ballast  in  vessels  returning  from  these  countrieti. 

FBP  Ko.  j.>.— <>ivertns  the  iin|Mirtnt1ou  of  newsprint  paper  and  knift  papir 
from  Canndn  und  Newfoundland  by  rait  or  lal:p  shipment,  or  by  ocean  ship- 
ment from  (Hilnls  where  there  Is  no  railroad  or  lake  traiksportation. 

/'/(/'■  No.  i(j.— Covering  the  Imivorlntioii  of  Gailianzo  beans  from  Mexico  fer 
sldtimeiita  made  on  or  before  November  1,  lltiS. 

FRF  No.  JT.— t^ovorlng  tlie  Importation  Into  the  United  States  of  lish  anfl 
Nhelltish.  fii'Sli,  cured,  or  iircserved,  fHini  NewfoimdIand  or  Canada,  wlien  said 
flNli  are  proiluelA  of  the  tlshliif;  Industries  of  said  countries. 

PBF  No.  fS.— Covering  the  importntion  when  shipped  from  Turuionlh.  Suvo 
Scntta,  to  Bo-!t'in.  Slnss.,  l>y  *-essei  approved  by  tlio  War  Trade  Boani,  of  all 
commodities  the  hn)H)rta1lnn  of  which  is  permllted  wltimnt  individual  license 
overland  or  h.v  the  'Ireat  I^nfces  from  Canada. 

FBF  Kn.  /!'.— I 'overltig  the  Iniiwirtaflon  of  all  wlieiU  and  wheat  Hour  when 
eonslmieU  fi<  tin-  Unili^l  Strttes  Food  AdmhilRtmtlon  Grain  Corjioraiion,  42 
Rniailwiiy,  -Nun  ^lu'l;.  r)r  to  the  Wheat  Export  Co,  (Ltd.),  tS  Beaver  Street, 
N'ew  Vork. 

FBF  No.  20. — Uoverins  llie  importation  of  all  plants,  seeds,  vines,  bulbs,  cut- 
tings, entomologlrnl  specimens  ami  literature  con.'ilgned  to  the  United  Rtntca 
l>epBitment  of   Agriculture. 

FBF  No.  ,?/.— Covering  the  Importation  of  all  commodities  not  eiceedinjt 
SlflO  in  Tfllue  shipped  hy  mail  or  express  from  the  .^me^lcnIl  ExpedltiOMrr 
For<-('ji  ahrotHl. 

FJIF  No.  '.i.  -<'<nfrinK  the  imimrtalion  of  Intei-nntJonnl  exchanges  from 
the  United  Klag^Vini  when  consigned  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution^ 
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PBF  No.  Zi. — Covering  the  Importation  of  fresh  fruits  nnd  fresli  vpgclublea 
from  Cubn,  for  RliipmcntR  nmde  on  or  befoi-e  December  31.  JillS. 

PBi'  No.  23. — Coverlnj?  the  iinportntlnn  of  nil  oomino<Iltipa  nrrlvinf;  at  TTnlted 
States  ports  In  bund  iii  transit  to  (Jnnmln,  proviilert  the  Canadian  Import: 
license  coverinc  tlie  .slilimients,  or  pro|ier  proof  of  the  Issnanro  of  Biicli  llepnse,  is 
preaentetl  to  tlie  (Hrtlector  of  Pnstonis.  (Tills  suiierscdeti  PB1''-12  iix  to  In  bond 
transit  shipments  to  Canada.) 

PBF  Xo,  £G. — Coverlnii  the  Importation  of  eurphis  stores  and  Mipplles  which 
(he  Buretiu  of  Trunsitortallon  of  the  \\'ar  Trade  Itoaiil  niuy  onler  remove*!  fi'om 
%-essels  In  United  States  iwits. 
Import  ReitrletloBi. 

In  furtherance  of  the  nilhig  sot  forth  above,  the  W«r  Trade  Board 
has  notifiGd  all  shipping  cnmpanips  and  shipping  ageiicit^s  that  vessels 
sailing  from  foreign  ports  on  or  after  Oetoher  1,  11)18,  will  not  be 
permitted  to  unload  any  shipment  of  restricted  commodities  for  im- 
portation into  tlie  United  States,  except  coin,  bullion,  and  currency, 
unless  such  shipment  is  coveted  by  an  invoice  duly  certified  by  the 
appropriate  United  States  coiisiihir  officer,  or  unless  said  shipment 
is  covered  by  one  of  the  "PBF"  or  general  licenses;  and  that  if  any 
shipping  company  shall  bring  to  the  United  States  any  restricted 
commodity  not  so  covered  by  sncli  consular  invoice,  said  company  will 
be  compelled  to  return  said  commodity  to  the  port  of  origin  at  its  own 
expense.  Shipping  companies  will  be  protected,  however,  in  accept- 
ing freight  provided  they  make  certain  that  the  invoice  covenng  tho 
commodity  has  been  duly  certified  by  the  American  consular  officer. 

This  policy  has  been  made  nece-ssary  by  the  fact  that  since  the 
restrictions  upon  im|>orts  became  effective  many  shii)inents  have  ar- 
rived at  United  States  i)orts  for  the  importation  of  which  no  licenses 
have  l)ccn  issued.  These  shipments  have,  in  many  instances,  been  im- 
loaded  and  have  caused  great  congestion  of  the  docks  and  warehouses. 

It  is  expected  that  the  precautions  now  taken  will  prevent  this  and 
thus  facihtiite  the  handhn^  of  foreign  trade  as  well  as  the  enforce- 
ment of  tlie  import  i-estrictioiis  adojited  for  the  purpose  of  conserving 
tonnage. 


'~  CHOPS  IK  UESOFOTAUU. 

IConsu!  OwHr  S.  lleUfT,  niigdBcl.l 

From  exhau-stivc  inquiries  made  concerning  the  crops  in  Meso- 
potamia for  1918,  the  unanimous  opinion  is  tliat  the  barley  crop  has 
been  unusually  large — from  fonr  to  five  times  the  crop  of  last  year — ■ 
and  the  quality  good.  Kspecially  in  the  Euphrates  Valley,  from 
Miisayeb  above  the  great  Hindiah  Barrage  down  to  Abu  Sukhair, 
tlie  official  estimate  places  the  crop  at  three  times  the  be>t  crop  ever 
raised.  This  applies  to  barley  and  wheat.  The  crops  on  the  River 
Hai,  connecting  the  Tigris  River  with  the  Euphrates  River  midway 
between  Bagdad  and  Bassorah,  are  rei)orted  as  excellent.  In  the 
Suq  area  the  yield  is  above  an  average  of  a  normal  winter  crop.  Tho 
official  estimate  for  all  of  Mesopotamia  shows  a  surplus  of  120,00(1 
tons  of  barley  and  wheat  after  supplying  the  civil  inhabitants.  In 
1912,  14(1,000" tons  were  exported  from  Bassorah,  tho  highest  figure 
heretofoiij  known. 

Much  of  the  seed  was  brought  from  India  by  tht!  British  anthiiri- 
ties  and  supplied  on  shares,  as  the  fanners  did  not  have  the  neces- 
sary seed. 

tjp  to  the  end  of  June  conditions  were  favorable  for  the  date  crop. 
Ihe  estimated  yield  for  this  year  is  placed  at  100,000  tons  of  dates.!  -, 


1062  COMMERCE  REPOETS. 

SPECIAL  SALES  OP  LAMBS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

ICoDsiil  U,  Abfit  JotiDsoD,  Dundee,  Aug.  23.] 

Messrs.  Hanison  hixvo  <^oiicIn<:letl  tlicir  three  days'  sale  at  Ijockerbie, 
when  about  S.OOO  Cheviot  uiid  blackfaced  ewes  were  brought  uB<l«r 
the  haminci".  The  prices  realized  for  Cheviots,  with  few  exceptions, 
were  considcrnblv  below  those  of  last  year.  Best  lots  of  top  lambs 
brought  from  .€2'  ($9.73)  to  S3  15s.  ($13.38),  the  latter  figure  being 
obtained  in  two  instances.  Second-class  lambs  showed  a  big  drop 
from  la-st  year's  extreme  values,  bringing  from  £1  6s.  ($G.32)  to 
£1  16s.  (tjiS.TG) ;  while  small  lambs  realized  from  14s.  ($3.41)  to 
£1  2s.  ($5,36).  lilackfaced  lambs  were  a  small  show,  but  sold  better 
than  Cheviots,  reaching  a  value  of  £1  10s.  6d.  ($7.42). 

At  the  amiiial  opening  sale  of  cross  Iambs  and  blackface  ewe  and 
wether  lambs  held  by  Macdonald,  Fraser  &  Co.  (Ltd.),  1,550  lamlK 
were  sold-  On  account  of  the  restriction  imposed  by  the  Board  of 
Agricultfire  in  this  area,  the  show  of  lambs,  both  cross  and  blackface, 
was  much  smaller  than  in  former  years,  but  for  those  on  offer  a  very 
good  demand  was  experienced  at  prices  quite  in  keeping  with  those 
ruling  at  other  centers,  and  practically  all  lots  were  sold  as  tliey 
passed  through  the  ring. 
Fiioes  Kealiied  at  Eale  In  Aberfeldy. 

The  following  prices  were  realized  for  the  different  lots  of  croffi 
lambs:  Callclochnn,  £1  12s.  ($7.78);  Ardradnaig.  £1  12s.  ($7.78); 
Pitcaim.  £1  16s.  ($8.75) ;  CultuUich,  £2  Os.  6d.  ($9.85) ;  Toberin- 
denich,  £2  ($9.73) ;  Findynate,  £1  18s.  9d.  ($8.21) ;  Margmore,  £1 
17a.  ($9)  :  Lednaskea,  £1  18s.  3d.  ($9.30)  ;  Croftnamuick,  £1  19s.  6d. 
($9.60)  ;  Tominthold,  £2  2s.  3d.  ($10.28) ;  Carse.  £2  2b.  6d.  ($10.34) ; 
Aoden,  £2  8s.  ($11.68);  TuUiepowrie,  £1  lis.  3d.  ($7.60);  Tirime. 
£2  33.  6(1.  ($10.58);  Dunacree,  £1  13s.  9d.  ($8.21);  Kepranich,  £1 
128.  9d.  ($7.96) :  Tombuie,  £1  10s.  6d.  ($7.42) ;  and  Dinifnl.  £1  lOe. 
($7.29). 

Blackface  wether  lambs  were  sold  at  the  following  prices :  Ardrad- 
naig, 7s.  6d.  ($1.82) ;  Liirgloman,  10s.  ($2.43) ;  Skiug;.  15s.  6d. 
($3.77);  Callclochan,  13s.  6d.  ($3.29);  Garrows.  IGs.  3d.  ($3.95); 
CroftneSE.  15s.  Od.  ($3.77) ;  Lurgan,  £1  2s.  3d.  ($5.42) ;  Glengow- 
landie,  14s.  6d.  ($3.53) ;  and  Kepranich,  lis.  ($2.68). 

The  prices  realized  for  blackface  ewe  Iambs  were  as  follows :  Skiag, 
16s.  6d.  ($4.02) ;  Oarrows,  £1  2s.  3d.  ($5.42) :  and  Glengowlandie, 
16s.  6d.  ($4.02).     Dimtuim  sheep  sold  for  £3  ($14.60). 


MARKET  FOR  COTTON  GOODS  IN  MEXICO. 

IC'onsul  Jolin  A.  Gamon,  Acnpuico,  -Vug,  20.) 

There  uie  praspeets  of  a  fair  demand  for  textiles  of  the  following 
lines  in  Acapuico  in  the  near  future:  Drills,  white  goods,  gingham^ 
zephyrs,  and  prints, 

Tlus  consulate  will  be  glad  to  place  on  file  in  its  reading  ro<«n 
samples,  catalogwes,  etc.,  for  the  attention  of  merchants  of  this  port. 

Where  possible,  widths,  size  of  piece,  thread  count,  and  appron- 
iiiiite  prices  should  I»p  jjiveii.  If  packing  and  lading  charges  are  to  b« 
added,  tliis  should  lie  indiciited. 


jdovGoOt^lc 
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BECEKT  ITATJAN  SECBEE  AFFECTS  COAL  TBADE. 

[Consul  General  David  F.  Wllber.  Genoa,  Aug.  19.] 
The  prompt  un]oa«ling  of  cars  containing  fuel  is  made  obligatory  ' 
upon  consignees  under  a  decree  that  went  into  effect  on  August  10, 
which  also  assesses  against  them  all  demurrage  charges,  Tlie  quick 
clearance  of  fuel  cargoes  is.  of  course,  the  object  souglit,  and  in  order 
that  this  may  not  be  hindered  by  disputes  over  the  acceptance  of 
fihipnients  the  decree  provides  for  the  inspection  of  fuel  consign- 
ments by  a  (Government  official  and  the  immediate  settlement  of  all 
mattei's  in  controversy.  The  pro\i&ions  of  the  decree  on  this  point 
are: 

Abticl?  2.  Wlicn  a  consignee  ilops  not  Intend  to  keep  tlie  combustible  re- 
celTe<i,  lie  must  Blve  teleumplilc  notk'e  to  tlie  (^ominiH.<;iirlnt  General  (or  Na- 
tional Fuel  wltliin  five  dojs  from  the  nvrival  of  the  goixls  ot  the  railn'af  sta- 
tion, suiting  the  rcnsons  for  the  refiisnl. 

The  ConiiiilH,«nriiit  General  will  oiiler,  an  soon  as  posstlile,  the  BRcertalnment 
ot  the  {lUflllty  of  the  conibnRtlhle  In  illation  to  the  reiisons  given  tor  the  re- 
fusal, by  means  of  an  e:tamInntion  on  the  ^pot  hy  a  technlcul  funotlounry  of  Its 
own,  n  I'erreRentntlvc  of  the  fnrnlslilni;  Arm,  and  one  of  the  consignees, 

AimrLB  3.  On  the  buKis  of  tho  result  of  the  exnniliiatioii  on  the  spot,  which 
must  he  coiifiiiieiwl  vnliil  even  in  cjise  of  nhsenre  of  one  or  Imth  of  the  i-epre- 
eentatlves  of  tlie  parties,  the  (.'oiuinlSHjirlat  General  decides  unnpiiealablj-  as  to 
the  points  In  disiiule. 

TroTlgloiii  Relating  to  ftnallty  of  FueL 

Article  4.  Wheripvpr  on  ni'connt  of  the  particular  nature  of  Iho  cnnRumer'a 
plants  the  fuel  inicrht  pnive  uniilillznlilo,  the  fnrnEshlni;  firm  ninst  provide  for 
Its  witlttlniwul  and  for  the  relnihui-sonient  of  nil  the  expenses  Incurred  by  tlie 
consl^iee.  If  the  utilization  of  tiie  fuel  can  be  only  partial,  a  sultuble  reduc- 
tion on  the  price  sliiill  be  estnbtlshetl  without  prejnilii-e  to  the  other  measures 
wblch  may  be  adopted  u^iinst  the  furntshlng  firmst  whose  fuel  gives  rise  re- 
peatedly to  couiplalnts  recoguized  as  Just. 

Article  fi.  The  withdrawal  of  the  goods  being  decided  on  the  Commissariat 
General  for  National  Fuel  sliull  fix  for  the  furnishing  Arm  the  dale  within 
wblch  the  removal  must  be  accompli slied.  Such  date  having  passed  without 
tbe  withdrawal  having  taken  phiee,  all  obligation  in  regard  to  it  on  the  part 
of  the  consumer  ceases. 

Article  8.  Whenever  complaint  maj  not  have  been  made  within  tbe  five  days 
as  stipulated  In  article  2,  the  consltiuc'e  shall  not  have  the  right  to  make  any 
(Aijectlons  in  ri^urd  to  the  (upI  reielved;  It  being,  however,  witliiii  the  power 
of  the  Oomuilsaurlat  to  give  course  to  the  complaint,  having  taken  into  account 
the  causef)  of  the  delay. 

Artkle  7.  In  the  case  of  rompresaed  fuel,  should  notable  dllTeren(*s  be  found 
between  the  heating  power,  the  percentage  of  ash,  and  the  humidity  of  the 
fuel  supplied  an<l  that  of  the  suiuiilu  by  which  the  price  was  iixal,  the  furnish- 
ing firma  can  not  invoke  as  ao  exmsc  tlie  quality  of  the  ]>(>wdei'ed  material 
used  in  the  manufacture;  it  iM'Ing  their  nhsointe  duty  to  assure  themwlves 
beforehand  that  the  raw  material  used,  subjcot^^d  to  tlic  liest  te<'hni<?nl  proc- 
essCH,  allowed  the  in  una  fact  a  re  of  a  product  In  conformity  with  tbe  sample 
presented  for  tho  fixing  of  the  price. 


Cotton  Imports  for  Seven  Months  at  Genoa. 

Imports  of  cotton  into  Genoa,  Italy,  from  January  1  to  August  1, 
1918,  totalc<l  1«5.339  bales,  according  to  n  report  from  Consul  Gen- 
eral David  F.  Wifber.  Of  this  amoimt  120.131  bales  wore  received 
from  tho  United  States,  48,0i8  bales  from  India,  and  17,160  bales 
from  Kgypt. 
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RUI£S  OF  EGTFTUUr  COTIOH  OONTSOX  COHXISSIOir. 

(C'onHuI  General  Robert  P.  BktBDer,  London,  Knglud.  Ans.  =1.] 

Rules  governing  the  sales  of  cotton  for  export  have  recently  been 
issued  by  the  Egyptian  Cotton  Control  Commission.*  These  roles 
givo  ill  detail  the  course  which  export  transactions  in  Kgyptian  cot- 
ton must  follow,  stipulating  tho  clnss  of  persons  privileged  to  bay 
cotton  for  export,  regulating  the  allotment  of  avniloble  stocks,  etc. 

The  full  text  of  the  rules,  as  given  in  Lloyd's  list  for  August  21, 
follows : 

<1)  Tlic  Cotton  Coutrol  CommlsBlon  will  sell  cotton  for  export  to  (o)  persons 
or  firina  In  Alosiindria  autUorlziHl  by  tlio  commission  to  esport  cotton,  and  (fc) 
.spinners  wlio  may  apply  direct  to  tlio  toiumisslon. 

The  tcnns  iu  oltlior  ca^c  will  tic  the  iscliciluled  priL'Os  f.  o.  b.  (.^IcxaiiJrU 
for  ciisli  on  (Icllvery). 

(2)  Intciminp  purchasers  must  slato  tlie  iiuuibor  of  bales  i^^uiruil,  the  type 
or  types,  and  the  oountfy  i>f  declination.  They  must  also  sUilc  whctber  tbe 
order  Is  for  account  of  a  sjilnncr  (whose  name  must  be  disclosed  on  demotid, 
either  by  tho  exporter  or  tlic  Importer,  direct  to  llie  conmilssiou  by  cable),  or 
for  account  of  a  iiiercliant  in  llio  country  of  ilcsliualloii,  Iu  cases  of  applica- 
tions for  ciiuntrles  where  permila  for  import  are  needwl,  satlsfaetorj'  evidence 
of  the  pnsA<es>:Ion  of  such  permits  may  lie  required. 

(3)  The  mminissiou  nill  publisli  wet'lily  a  list  of  the  steuiu- pressed  stock  it 
lins  avai)nl>le  ftir  sale;  allotment  of  cotton  will  be  made  wcckl>-  to  apidlcaotB 
for  purchase  only  to  the  extent  of  these  stcH'lis.  .\pp1icunti;  whose  orders  have 
not  been  fiilcir  will  bf\  ndvlse<I  liy  llic  coniiuiseion  to  that  effect,  and  It  will  be 
neeea.snry  for  tlieni  In  repeat  llicir  iippliailion  fnr  n  snl)se(|ucnt  nll'itinent. 
Pioc«4ure  Whea  Sample  Soes  Hot  Equal  Type. 

(i)  The  ))urcliaser  to  whom  cotton  has  iHH-n  allotleil  will  be  advised  of  ibe 
marks  and  iiunibei's  of  tlic  bales  ami  will  be  given  a  smnll  sample  of  the  press- 
Ini!.  If  in  Ills  opinion  the  sample  does  not  n-presetit  Die  type  of  cotton  for 
which  he  hns  applied,  he  niay  call  for  nn  arbitration  by  thi'ce  esperts,  to 
be  appoititcil  by  tbe  cunnnisslon,  aad  shall  pay  a  dcimsit  of  €K10  (normntly  the 
EgyptlaD  imund  Is  equivalent  to  $4.&l.'{  United  ."^tnies  currencj)  for  each  lot  of 
50  bales  or  less. 

If  the  arliltration  decides  that  ilic  cotton  is  not  <-<iual  lo  ty|>c.  Iio  will  be 
given  priority  at  (lie  nest  allotment  fi>r  a  similar  qnnulity  of  rotton  of  tlic  same 
tyi>c  iirul  the  fee  will  bo  reimbursed. 

It  the  arbitration  proves  that  tbe  cott»n  Is  equal  lo  type,  tlie  deposit  shall 
be  forfeltcil  and  Ihe  purcboBor  shall  \)c  required  lo  accept  the  lot. 

Except  111  cases  of  obvious  ermr  tlie  responsibility  of  rbe  coniniisflon  for  the 
qnality  of  the  cotton  of  which  it  has  cffecled  the  sale  shall  cmise. 

(">)  A]ipli('!ints  niusi  tiilic  delivery  of  toKoti  altoiieil  tu  them  on  tieliig  advised 
by  the  commission  that  shipping  s|iaco  is  nvailiible.  but  the  commission  will 
endeavor  as  far  as  pOf«lbic  to  meet  the  wishes  of  buyers  by  rteliveilns  from  the 
cotton  allotli'd  to  tlieui  iiny  lots  tor  which  Ibcy  desire  pri(»r^t^'. 

Exporters  must  pay  for  cotton  on  tlie  itnsli  of  Ibc  presslnii  companies'  wrighta 
before  tiiey  withdraw  it  from  llie  com  mission's  stoivs,  and  tlie  commission  will 
accept  responsibility  for  sliorl  welfrht  only  for  the  amount  hy  \vhl<-h  the  4ed- 
ckoKy  shall  exceed  one-hnlf  of  1  [ler  cent,  nceordln!;  to  ofllcial  landing  weights 
at  the  port  of  dcstinnlion.  Itut  as  ilie  eonnnlss ion's  kiiIc  price  Is  expressed  to  be 
f.  o.  b-  It  will  refund  to  the  exiMirier  sacb  i-eaiimable  csiH-nses  a=  he  may  incur 
for  pulllnc  llie  <'Ottnn  on  boani  ship. 

(0)  The  lu^ioms  auEhoriftes  In  ICtiyiit  will  require  for  :ill  cotton  shipped  an 
export  iH-rmil,  which  will  he  Issued  liy  the  commission  at  the  time  of  delirery. 
Tbe  esiMuter  shall  also  conform  to  any  regulations  Issued  or  tiiat  may  be  issued 
conceralnR  Ihe  export  of  colton  from  Egj'pt  or  its  im;Mrt  Into  tho  country  of 
destiuntion.  It  is  a  condition  of  any  sale  of  cotton  made  by  the  commission 
that  if  the  <'oil<iii  is  wfuseil  shlpmMit  by  Ihe  compelcnt  autliority  it  shall  be 
restoivO  to  liie  conmdssion,  ^vhk'b  will  refund  tbe  nmoant  paid  for  tt.  and  the 
whole  tvnnsaftion  as  ijetwpcn  Ihe  lomndsslnn  and  tho  purchaser  may  at  th« 
ab^^oluto  (IHi  iHliiii  of  Ihi^  irimmissiuii  [><.■  aUHvied. 
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No  cotton  sold  by  tlie  commission  shall  be  esport?tl  ihat  iloe^  not  Ixxir  the 
couiDil^sloD's  miu'ks. 

(7)  The  commission  mny  at  its  sole  discretion  an  to  qunntily  and  quality, 
©ffer  to  erporters  cotton  for  shipment  on  conslgnroent  to  the  TJnttwl  Kinaloni, 
If  tlie  exporter  accepts  the  lot  offered  the  conditions  of  Bale  will  be  the  s;ime 
as  tbose  set  forth  in  Darngriiiihs  4  and  5.  Advice  of  such  consignments  will  be 
sent  by  the  commission  to  I'lc  iO^'.vptlnn  o  (tic  I  a  I- values  committee,  I-iMii'""!. 
Cash  Deposit  Eequired— Complaints  EEKaidlnK  WelEbt  or  Quaiity. 

(S)  (a)  Hijlnncra  who  niiply  lo  flio  comniission  for  a  dii-ecl  nule  of  i-ottoa 
■ball,  irbeii  i-oqulred,  deposit  with  tlie  romtalsslon  on  Kzypt  an  amount  siilflcient 
to  cover  the  valae  of  the  cotton,  the  cost  of  freight,  and  Incidental  eippnaes.  !■ 
lieu  of  a  cash  deposit  the  coniralssion  will  accept  a  confirme<l  bankpi-'s  cr«<lit  at 
sight  on  London  In  Its  f  aror. 

(b)  If  the  spinner  wishes  the  commission  to  affect  Insurance  usalust  niarin* 
and  war  risks,  a  farther  sum  sutGclent  to  cover  both  premiums  shall  also  b« 
included.  The  commission  will  place  the  risks  to  tho  best  of  its  nblllty  but  wlth- 
ont  TesponsibiUty. 

(c)  A  fee  of  fT  10  <the  Turkish  pound  la  equivalent  to  ?4.*0  Unltcil  states 
curi-ency  at  normal  oxchauKe)  per  bale,  plus  out-of-pocket  expenses,  will  bo 
charged  by  tlie  commission  in  i-ospect  of  otdeA  passed  to  it  direct. 

(d)  Any  complaints  regarding  qualities  or  weights  of  lots  shipped  to  the 
UMted  Kingdom  dli-ect  by  the  commission  shall  be  dealt  with  nniler  the  arbitm- 
(lon  rules  of  the  JIauchcstcr  and  Liverpool  Cotton  Assoflntfon. 

Any  such  complaints  as  regards  lots  shipped  clsewlKTc  than  to  the  United 
EiDRdom  shall  be  addresse*!  to  the  commission. 

<e)  The  commission  will  accept  reqJonBlblllty  for  short  weigbt  only  for  th« 
amount  by  which  the  deficiency  exceeds  ono-half  of  1  per  cent. 

</)  The  coimuI»<siaii  will  see  tlint  spinners'  applications  arc  renewetl  at  the 
weekly  nllotmeot  referred  to  in  imragiapb  3. 

(ff)  Except  as  specified  in  the  present  parosraph  orders  given  dli-ect  to  Uie 
commlssiun  will  ttc  i^tihject  to  the  same  regulations  as  those  set  fortli  above  con* 
cerulnc  orders  placwl  through  export  firms. 

[A  report  on  the  rules  governing  the  purchase  of  cotton  by  the 
Cotton  Control  Commission  was  piiblishetl  in  CostHEntE  Keports  for 
Aug.  17,  IdlS.]  

WILD  COCOON  CltOF  IN  SOUTHEASTERS  HANCKURIA. 

[Consul  Jnhn  K.  Davis,  .Miluns,  China,  July  ^3.1 

One  of  the  principal  industries  of  southeastern  Munch  mi  a  is  the 
rearing  of  the  silkworm  that  produces  the  "tussuh,"  or  wild  silk, 
from  which  all  pono;oe  fabrics  are  woven.  This  variety  of  silkworm 
^  known  to  the  ('hineso  as  the  mountain  silkworm,  owinp  to  the 
fact  that  it  is  fed  upon  the  leaves  of  a  variety  of  dwaf f  oak  found 
on  moimtain  sides  throughout  this  entire  district. 

Two  crops  of  cocoons  are  produced  eacli  year,  one  in  the  spring 
and  the  otlier  in  tlie  aiitimm.  The  first  crop  is  used  principally  to 
obtain  eggs  for  the  .-iecond,  which  is  the  more  important  and  f  iimishes 
the  major  part  of  the  commercial  supply. 

The  lOlS  spring  crop  of  cocoons  ia  ai>proximnteIy  10  days  lata 
and  is  considerably  smaller  than  usual.  The  (lUiility  is  also  utuch 
poorer  than  in  normal  yoar.-i.  due,  it  iw  said,  to  the  abnormally  laree 
rainfall  in  the  late  spring  and  curly  simimer.  As  n  result  of  the 
unsatisfactory  quality  the  price  per  l.nOO  cocoons  is  $3.80  local  cur- 
rency (equivalent  to  $2.40  Americuii  currency  at  prevailing  ex- 
change), ns  compared  with  $'»  local  cuircnry  (e(|tiivuieut  at  the  then 
prevailing  exchange  to  $"2.^0  Auierican  cunencv)  for  .Tulv.  1D17. 

The  omoTint  of  the  IDlf*  .spriufr  crop  is  cstiiiiatcil  at  lliliDO  baskets 
of  30.000  cocoons  each,  as  compared  with  HJ.OUO  l);iskets  in  ID^T. 


1066  OOMUEBCE  EEFORTS. 

HEW  LAW  OH  BAUWAT  CONCESSIONS  IN  VENEZUELA. 

[AmorlcsD  UlDlBter  rrcsloa  McOoodwlD,  Carafas.] 

The  National  Congress  of  Venezuela  has  passed  a  law,  approTed 
l>y  the  President  on  June  4,  1918,  referring  to  railway  concessions  in 
Venezuela.  Such  articles  contained  in  this  law  as  are  new  or  change 
similar  provisions  in  old  laws  are  as  follows: 

Art.  3.  The  Governiuont  of  the  Republic  will  guarantee  no  liiterent  on  capital 
iDvested  Id  the  constriii'tion  of  mll^'ays. 

Abt.  11.  A  contractor  for  any  rnllway  In  obliged  to  make  8  caxh  deiiasit  of 
an  amount  proportionate  to  the  length  of  the  Hue  and  the  width  of  the  gai^ 
as  follows:  .610-nietcr  miuge.  OOO  bollvareB  per  bliometer;  .&15-nieter  eanse, 
900  bollvares  i)cr  kilometer;  l.OT-nieter  gauee,  1,000  boHvares  per  kilometeT; 
and  1.435-njetcr  eau);e,  1.400  t>ollvares  per  kilometer.  The  Federal  esecutlve 
may  rduee  this  OejioMit  at  his  discretion  by  as  much  as  15  per  cent. 

Art.  25.  The  Keileral  exeinitlve  inny  or  may  not  reserve  In  contracts  the  right 
of  buying  the  railway  and  IIh  equipment  with  sIk  months'  notice  to  the  eaier- 
prise.  It  is  optional  to  tlie  Government  to  make  this  purchase  upon  ai^ralsol, 
paying  a  20  per  cent  tii^'ulum  on  the  value  of  the  enterprise,  or  by  imying  the 
jirlce  represented  hy  vulue  of  the  capital  stock  at  Ihe  time  of  purchase  with  a 
premium  of  10  per  cent.  In  alt  cnsett  of  purchase  the  appraisal  shall  he  maile 
by  expert)),  nud  the  purchase  price  shall  be  iiaid  to  the  enterprlt^e  upon  transfer 
of  property. 

Art.  33.  The  Feilei'al  execullve  shall  have  the  power  to  require  n  reduction  of 
rates  wlieu  the  annual  tonnage  transported  by  tlie  road  slmll  exceed  u  certain 
amount  to  l>e  flse<i  in  each  case,  t'or  the  purposes  of  this  reihictlon  the  followin); 
rules  will  be  followoi]:  If  the  average  freight  carried  in  any  year  shall  exceed 
the  amount  llxed.  the  rate  for  the  subsequent  years  shall  be  the  re<luced  minl- 
nmra  rate;  but  If  In  any  of  the  following  yeais  the  annual  tonnage  shall  agnlo 
fall  to  a  lesser  amount,  the  rate  in  force  for  the  succeeding  year  shall  be  the 
preceding  nm\lnium  rate,  nud  so  on,  successively.  ' 

Art.  43.  In  contracts  fur  building  railway  lines  the  following  franchises  shall 
be  gi-anted :     . 

(a)  Free  dnty  on  Importation  ditrinE  Ihe  first  25  years  of  the  concession  of 
rolling  stock,  engines,  tools,  utensils,  and  necessary  Implements  for  the  build- 
ing, exploitation,  and  maintenance  of  the  line  and  Us  branches.  It  t>eing  under- 
stood tiiat  said  fnineliise  shall  lapse  if  It  be  proved  that  nuy  of  the  exonerated 
Rootls  have  l>eeu  designed  to  uses  otlier  than  those  of  the  company  which 
obtained  the  contract,  without  express  iM>rmlBslon  from  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works.  For  the  purposes  of  the  exoneration  nf  tlie  custom  duties  the  corrc- 
Rpoiidlng  provisions  of  the  Cotle  of  Finance  must  be  contplied  with. 


RELATION  OF  EXPORT  FIRMS  TO  NATIONAL  INTEREST;  ; 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  to  Provost  Marslial  General  CFowdei; 
concerning  the  importance  of  e-iporting  firms  as  related  to  the  na- 
tional interest  during  the  war,  Mr.  li.  S.  Cutler,  chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commei-ce,  lias  received  tlie  following 
letter : 

Deab  Sir  :  Receipt  Is  hereby  ncknowledgwl  nf  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant 
Inquiring  whether  a  firm  eugnfa-d  solely  In  exiHtrtlug  gomis  from  this  country 
to  foreign  ciuiiitries  could  he  in  any  way  considered  as  necessary  to  "  Ihe  mnin- 
tenanee  of  the  nallonal  Interest  during  the  emergency"  In  the  sense  that  this 
phrase  is  used  In  the  statement  from  tills  oillce  published  in  the  Official  Bulletin 
for  Monday,  Septemljer  fi,  IftlS. 

Please  be  iidvlseil  that  district  boards  are  chnn^d  with  the  duty  of  selecting 
the  iiidivlduuls  wli'ose  cngiigcmcnt  in  industry.  Including  agriculture,  or  wixjse 
occui'sitlouH  or  enipioymeiits  lire  such  as  to  require  their  continued  service  In 
civil  life  iiitiier  than  ih  the  ;\i'my. 

E.  H.  Cbowdeb, 

i'cotosi  Martfial  GcncnL 

By   HOSCOE  S.  CONKl.INO, 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  Judge  Attrocatc. 

Chief  Clarification  DitHim% 
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SIX  HONTHS'  EXPORTS  FROH  STOCKHOIH  TO  UNITED  STATES. 
(Consul  Oeneral  Albert  Hnlitead.  Stackbolm,  Sw»d«n,  Aug.  15.] 

Tlie  exports  fiom  Storldiolin  to  the  United  Stntes  for  the  fiist  half 
of  the  present  caleinlar  year  were' \iihied  at  $'>f)3.8!>0,  fi  total  which 
ia  much  rechicecl  by  reason  of  the  American  embargo  and  tonnage 
difficidties.  The  most  important  items  wore  measuring  t^ols,  valued 
at  $165,308;  cream  separatoi-s,  $157,440;  steel  products,  ¥138,339; 
machinery  and  parts,  $84,105 ;  and  rough  iron  bai-s,  $74,254. 

The  ai'ticles  invoiced  at  the  consulate  general  for  the  XTnited  States 
were  as  follows : 


Qniniay. 

V.1.0.   !' 

Qiunllty. 

v.». 

MMl'lkH   r»«T«'f.) 

1» 

ta;8oe 

^S^^^^".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.diUD. 

..-.-.^. 

liars  »nd  bundles. ...do... . 

niterodi do.... 

1,43S,031 

*ip» 

19.  wa 

25,  M» 

«TO,890 

LACES  AND  EKBB0ISERIE3  IN  WEST  ATBICA. 

[Consul  W.  J.  YcrUjf.  Dalsnr,  Scnps«l,  July  ;i0.1 
No  laces,  embroideries,  or  drees  trimmings  of  anv  kind  are  pro- 
duced in  West  Africa.  Of  macbiue-made  jE^oods,  principally  cotton, 
large  quantities  are  imported,  beinjj  supplied  chiefly  by  Engl&nd, 
France,  and  Switzerland.  The  native  women  use  them  in  embroi- 
dered under  and  top  skirts,  chemises,  chemisettes,  and  kimonos. 
This  is  true  as  regards  the  native  women  in  all  West  Africa,  even  in 
the  far  interior,  Thej"  fancy  the  top  chemisette,  or  short  chemise, 
worn'  as  a  kimono,  tor  the  most  part  the  goods  arc  embroidered, 
but  many  ha^e  begun  to  wear  garments  with  insertions  and  laces. 

Liglit  lipured  and  flowered  voiles  and  dimities  are  well  liked  in 
Senegal.  Many  of  tlic  women  are  seen  weaiing  some  of  the  best 
qualities  of  these  goods,  especially  the  voiles,  though,  of  course,  the 
(Reaper  grades  of  the  dimities  And  a  larger  sale. 
•1  While  no  statistics  of  imports  are  available,  the  trade  undoubtedly 
is  of  sfltficient  importance  to  cultivate.  All  the  large  importers  arc 
more  or  less  interested  in  these  articles,  as  in  cotton  goods  generally, 
and  would  appreciate  samples  with  price  lists. 

[A  list  of  Ihe  princ'lpo!  \Vost  Africnn  flutters  can  be  had  from  llie  Bui'eaii  of 
ForeiiB:n  and  lloniPstii?  Cloniiiiei'cc  or  itn  dlstrkt  onrt  cooperative  ortlce  by  rofpr- 
ring  to  file  No.  832i«.] 

FUSION  IN  SWEDISH  BALL-BEABING  INDUSTBT. 

[Commprelnl  Agent  Norman  I..  ADdersoo.  l-oponlieypn,  Dcum.irk.] 

An  important  fusion  will  shortly  take  place  within  the  Swedish 
baU-bearing  industry,  the  Nordiska  KiiUager  A/B  having  bought  the 
nuLJority  of  shat-es  in  the  Baltiska  Kullager  A/Ii.  The  Baltiska  Kul- 
loger  A/B  has  a  capital  stock  of  8,000,000  crowns,  and  the  Xordiskii 
Kullager  A/B  will  therefore  have  to  extend  its  capital  with  4,000,000 
crowns,  whereby  the  capital  of  this  company  \\  ill  l>e  nearly-  22,000,000 
crowns.  Last  year  Xordiska  Kullager  A/B  [laid  a  dividend  of  10 
percent.  /nOOgIc 
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EXPANSION  OF  NORWEGIAN  INDTT^RT  SITKINO  THE  WAB. 

[From  (iatcbarg  tlRDdi'lfi  oi'h  RJofartntldnlnE.  trnnsmllted  by  Commerdal  Agent  Normu 
L.  AadrrHOD,  C'o|ii.'liliaK>^u,  Ul-diubiIi,  July  1.] 

It  is  well  known  tliat  the  war  period  has  causeti  considerable  capi- 
tal to  ac<'umulnte  in  certain  quarters  of  the  neutral  countries.  This 
is  especially  the  case  in  Norway,  whence  come  now  and  then  i-eports 
of  fortunes  made  in  an  incredibly  shoi't  time.  It  is  interesting  to 
Imow  how  this  capital  is  Ijeing  used  in  productive  enterprises.  At 
the  close  of  miG  about  C32;0OO,OO0  crowns  (1  crown— $0.-2CS  at  the 
normal  rate  of  exchange)  was  invested  in  Norwegian  industrial  en- 
teiprises.  During  1917  about  191,500,000  omwns  were  invested,  mak- 
ing a  total  capital  at  the  end  of  1917  of  823,500.000  crowns.  The 
capital  invested  in  1917  was  divided  as  follows:  Coal  mines,  10,- 
150,000  crowns;  metal  industry  and  mechanical  works,  36,367,000 
crowns;  metallurgy,  16,232,000  crowns;  chemical  industry,  25,171,000 
crowns;  paper  industry,  13,801,000  crowns;  wood,  horn,  and  bone 
industry,  23,!Ki8,000  crawns;  food  and  stimulants,  22,999,000  ci-owns. 
About  5,500,000  crowns  have  been  subscribed  for  the  mining  industry, 
and  for  the  electrical  industry  about  7,000,000  crowns.  Adding  to 
this  about  7,500,000  crowns  in  electric  power  and  light  works,  the 
amount  expended  on  the  electrification  of  the  country  was  condd- 
crable.  In  tlie  textile  industry  was  subscribed  about  6,000,000  crowns, 
and  the  canning  industry  about  4,607,000  crowns,  which,  however,  is 
included  in  the  figure  previously  given  for  food  and  stimulants. 

With  regard  to  the  largest  of  the  above  figures,  that  for  the  metal 
industry  and  mechanic  works;,  less  than  67,000,000  crowns  was  in- 
vested at  the  end  of  1!)I0,  so  that  in  1917  the  capital  increased  54 
per  cent.  Compared  with  these  figures,  the  interest  shown  in  the  iron 
industry  is  not  great.  This  matter  has  caused  some  concern,  and 
has  therefore  beeu  treated  hy  a  special  committee.  It  seems  that  the 
suggestions  of  this  committee  may  to  some  extent  stimulate  the  in- 
terest in  this  important  branch  of  industry. 

Upon  the  whole  it  may  safely  be  said  that  Norwegian  indu&try  of 
late  years  has  seen  a  development  caused  by  abundant  capital  and 
the  necessity  that  the  war  has  brought  about  for  the  country  ^o  sup- 
ply its  own  needs.  PIfforts  have  been  made  to  introduce  more  rational 
working  methods  and  greater  economy  and  effectiveness.  ^ 


EXCHANGE  OF  GOODS  BETWEEN  SENKAHX  AND  GERMANY. 


Negotiations  wei-e  carried  on  in  Copenhagen  in  .Tidy  between  dele- 
pates  from  (jemiany  and  Austria-Hungary  and  from  Denmark  re- 
garding the  e."ichaiig(?  of  goods  between  these  countries  for  the  four 
months  fivim  Aupu.-t.  1  to  November  30,  The  negotiations  resulted 
in  an  agreement  for  import  to  Dcmnark  of  coal,  salt,  iron,  and  steel, 
shipbuilding  material,  various  chemicals  and  medicinal  goods,  pot- 
ash, soda,  chloride  of  lime,  stearine.  turpentine,  benzine,  lubricating 
oil,  paraffin,  i-cd  clover  seed,  sugar-beet  seed,  and  a  quantity  of  pe- 
troleum especially  for  fishing  boats,  which  is  to  be  distributed  by  a 
special  conmiittee  for  this  purpose  appointed  by  the  Government. 

With  regard  to  Danish  exjwrts,  an  agreement  was  made  regai-d- 
ing  the  prices  for  the  next  four  months. 
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SPANISH  eOVEBNHENT  TO  CONTROL  OUTPTTT  OP  POTASH  SALTS. 

iCoQsul  El;  E.  Palmer,  UBdriil,  Aug.  H.l 

The  Gacf  til  Jo,  Madrid  of  July  28  contained  llie  tt^xt  of  a  law  dated 

July  -Ji,  1918,  whereby  the  Spanish  Oovciiiiiieiit  assiiiiK'ij  supervisory 

control  of  all  nalioiial  mining  concessions  iilicady  granted  or  to  bo 

Snntcc)  producing  potash  sails  and  otlior  substances  cntcriDg  ioto 
e  manufacture  of  fertilizers.  Work  in  such  mines  will  be  under 
the  tsiipervision  of  the  mining  inspector  of  tlio  di^itrict  in  wliich  the 
concessions  are  located. 

To  survey  and  exploit  the  already  discovered  soiircos  of  pota^i  in 
the  Provinces  of  Uai-celona  and  Lerida  owned  by  the  (iovernment, 
an  appropriation  of  S0,000  pesetas  ($15,'29G  at  5,23)  has  been  author- 
ized by  the  law  above  referred  to. 

Whenever  the  total  national  production  of  potash  salts  reachen 
5b,000  tons  or  more  per  year,  a  special  ofiice  will  be  creiitcd  to  regidate 
sucli  production,  and  the  quantities  and  ]>roportion  to  be  produced 
by  each  mine  will  be  determined  by  the  oflice  in  question,  and  work 
in  such  mines  can  not  be  diminished  or  .stopped  witliout  the  assent 
of  the  mining  inspector  of  the  district. 


PBEPABATJON  OF  PISHEBT  PRODUCTS  FOR  THE  TABLE. 

The  Hureau  of  Fisheries  Bulletin  for  Si'pteniber  says  that  the 
bureau  has  i^ecently  equipped  in  Wasliington,  D.  ('..  a  temporary 
ei^erimental  kitchen,  in  which  to  conihict  experiments  to  deter- 
mine the  best  methods  for  preparing  fishery  foods  for  the  table, 
particularly  the  new,  the  little  used,  and  the  neglected  products  of 
the  fisheries. 

With  the  completion  of  the  kitchen  early  in  August,  experiments 
were  l>egnn  with  various  products.  During  the  month  about  20 
products  were  tried  in  various  ways  for  a  lotai  of  over  140  individual 
methods  of  preparation. 

Anion*  the  products  tested  were  canned  river  herring,  herring 
roe  ajid'ouckroe,  menhaden,  elops,  drum,  cod  buckroe,  mussels,  ana 
squid:'  flaked  drnmfish.  rockfish,  and  grayfish;  processed  and  dehy- 
drated whiting  and  wliiting  roe,  cod,  hake,  and  rusk.  The  results  of 
these  experiments  are  most  encouraging,  and  empha^iite  the  im- 
portance of  educating  the  housewife  in  a  vaiiety  of  ways  of  pre- 
paring fishery  products. 

IMPROVES  HARBOR  FACILITIES  AT  BAHIA. 

IVIrc  I'oDsiil  Allxrl  li.  CoIIlu,  Jr.,  Balila,  Biazil,  Au>:.  !).] 

The  dock  conipany  of  the  port  of  Bahia  has  just  i>ut  into  op- 
eration a  partial  section,  2.50  moteis  long  (about  SiiO  fwt),  of  the 
port  worlcs.  Wlieu  fully  completed  this  section  will  he  500  meters 
long.  Tlie  iiiinii.ium  depth  of  water  alongside  this  section  of  the 
docK  is  10  nietei's  (about  30  feet).  One  electric  and  one  steam 
crane,  each  of  3  tons  capacity,  have  been  temporarily  installed. 
When  it  is  in  complete  working  order  there  will  be  8  electric  cranes 
of  3  tons  eath  and  I  electric  crane  of  10  tons  capacity.  This 
section  of  the  dock  is  to  be  used  in  the  loading  of  ores  and  at  present 
it  is  expected  that  4,000  tons  can  be  loaded  in  each  Hi  working  hours. 
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HARtTFACTTraE  OF  LACQUEB  WABE  IK  BtFBHA. 

[Canful  Lawrrnrc  P.  Brlggv,  Rangoon.  Burma,  Indli.] 

The  ma  II  u  fact  lire  of  IiK-qiicr  ware  is  quite  an  impoitaat  industrj'  in 
Burma  and  affords  a  livinp;  for  a  "leat  many  people,  particularly  at 
l^gan  and  in'ighl  oring  villapes  along  the  Irrawaddy  Kiver  about 
loo  miles  below  Mandalay.  I'iigan,  whicb  was  the  capital  of  the 
Burmese  Kingdom  from  the  hecond  to  the  fourteenth  centuries,  when 
BnrmeKC  architecture  was  at  its  height,  is  now  a  little  village  of  a 
few  hundred  inhabituntH,  visited  cnly  by  tourists  attracted  there  by 
its  ancient  architectural  ruins.  Prolne  and  other  cities  used  to  be 
centers  of  lac(]uer-war«  manufacture,  and  ft  crude  class  of  ware  is 
made  in  the  Shon  States,  but  the  most  artistic  product  comes  frcHii 
ragan. 

The  lucquer  used  in  Pagan  and  neighboring  places  comes  from  the 
8han  States.  It  is  obtained  fi-om  the  thit.si  tree  {.Vclanor^rhoea 
v-nitafa)  in  somewhat  the  simie  manner  as  nibl>er  is  obtained  from 
the  Hevea  bi'imllcnih.  The  thitsi  sap  is  at  fii'st  a  grayish  fluid,  but 
it  tliicliens  and  turns  blacli  on  exposure.  It  is  lu.strous  and  takes  a 
fine  polish. 
Principal  Artielei — Bamboo  Framework  Used. 

The  articles  manufactured  at  Pagan  consist  of  simple  domestic 
utensils  for  native  use  and  ornanientn!  work  for  natives  and  Euro- 
peans, such  as  bowl.s  of  all  kinds,  cylindrical  betel  boxes,  rectangular 
cigar  boxes,  cigarette  ca»ie.s,  collar  boxes,  tables,  walking  sticks,  and 
tunular  roll  casus;  in  fact,  almost  any  article  may  be  made  to  order. 

The  framework  of  the  urticle  is  generally  made  of  closely  woven 
bamboo.  It  is  painted  with  lacquer,  dried,  scraped  with  a  knife, 
calked  with  mud,  then  repeatedly  dried;  it  is  then  scoured  with  a 
powder  made  of  silicified  wood  and  'painted  until  a  smooth  surface 
is  obtained,  after  which  it  receives  three  coats  of  lacqiier  and  a  6ni.sh- 
ing  coat  of  "  shunsi "  (a  vegetable  oil  obtained  from  Moulmein  or  the 
Southern  Shun  States),  and  is  finally  smoothe<!  again  and  polished. 
The  fi-auiework  of  some  articles  is  made  of  horsehair  mixed  with 
I'auiboo  or  entirely  of  horsebiiir.  and  these  articles  are  much  more 
flexible  and  elastic  than  those  made  entirely  of  bamboo. 
Skin  Begnired  in  Applylae  Designs. 

Articles  unule  of  BiinueFie  lacquer  are  normiilly  black,  but  the  last 
coats  of  lacquer  are  usnally  colored  with  vermilion, -which  cives  a 
(lurk  red  color.  In  the  ornamental  work,  the  designer  scratcncs  the 
design  into  the  surface  with  a  pointed  knife  before  the  article  is 
painted.  This  is  the  most  skillful  part  of  the  work,  for  the  patterns 
«re  often  of  extreme  delicacy  and  perfection.  In  Pagan  and  sur- 
rounding villages  there  are  only  10  or  12  skillful  designers.  They 
i-ficcive  15  rupees  ($4.87)  i>or  mouth,  which  is  twice  the  wages  of  the 
other  artisans  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lacquer  ware.  The 
designs  represent  scenes  from  real  life  or  fi"om  Burmese  history  or 
legend,  and  inscJ"iptions  make  it  easy  to  read  the  story  represented. 
After  the  design  is  made,  the  article  is  ]iainted  with  one  of  the  colors, 
and  before  it  is  thoroughly  dry  the  paint  is  scoure*!  off  with  water 
and  paddy-husks,  leaving  the  scratches  full  of  the  color  applied.    If 
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nioic  than  one  color  is  desired,  the  article  is  scratched  with  amitlier 

dcsigu,  paiiited  nith  another  color,  and  t.coni'ed;  mid  m)  on  iDilil  the 

desirwl  design  is  completed,  when  the  article  receive-s  a  final  coat  of 

polish. 

Ontpttt  Sold  to  Hatives  and  Tourists. 

Lrf)i'<men'd  nrtieli's  av  '^iihstantial  and  dnmhle  ami  ni;i!;i'  Hit  a  fair 
pi'opovtion  of  the  hnuseliold  uicii.'-ils  ii^^eil  '>\  (lir  ii.iiiios  of  Riirina. 
Some  of  the  artieies  made  in  Pagan  and  iu'iiiiii"iriri^  viilajte-;  are  sold 
to  natives  in  the  local  bazars  or  to  toiirisi:^  and  ;<>  native  and  Eu- 
ropean paswngers  on  the  steiinier  of  the  Iriuwaddy  Flotilla  Co. 
which  halt  at  Pagan  and  at  Nyaung-U,  about  five  miles  above  Pagan ; 
other  lacquer  ware  is  sent  to  Bangoon,  Mundalay,  and  other  towns. 
Few  articles  arc  exported  except  hy  tourists. 

The  leading  artisans  of  lacquer  ware  in  Pagan  are  Manng  Saing 
and  Manng  Sein  Daung.  The  wares  of  these  shops  win  certificates 
and  menials  at  the  Arts  Handicrafts  Exhibition  held  at  Rangoon 
every  December  or  January  and  have  won  honors  of  various  kinds 
at  many  other  exhibitions  at  Mysore,  Allahabad,  and  other  plaees  in 
India. 

[For  an  earlier  I'oforeiice  to  tliilsi  we  (;owjikkci:  Hetohts  for  Mnr.  L';i.  llllT.l 


TSOPOSALS  POR   QOVERNHENT   SUPPLIES  AND    CONSTBUCTION. 

[CorrFWOBdeDeo  should  be  dlcect  nrltb  the  offccs  dtipii^,  and  KpcrlQcntloDS  and  othpr 
Inrormatlon  on  uiuali;  be  oftslDcd  it  the  polnla  wbcro  tbe  gaodfl  are  to  be  dOlUvrrd 
or  the  ivork  la  lo  be  p<>rfr)tmc<l.  In  cases  where  the  time  limit  U  too  BborC  to  penalc 
firms  to  snbmlt  tendei's.  tbe;  »liould  a«k  to  be  placed  on  Ibe  niaillDE  Il9l>  ot  such  otBcea 
to  ree<'lTC  DOtlces  fuUIdr  for  future  supplies  or  nark  at  a  similar  ualiire.] 

While  duel;  No.  540T.— Seiiled  propnsals  will  bv  recclvetl  at  llie  olIiL-e  of  tlii> 
Quartermostw  General,  10!>  East  Rlxleeiitli  Street,  Now  Tork,  N*Y.,  until 
Septembei-  23.  lOlS.  for  tnaniirnctiirins  wliite  dnek  unitK  anil  (ronsers. 

Faiiam^'  Co'Kii  tupptlcs,  No.  5408.— Seii ted  pioiMnuils  will  l)e  received  lit  (lie 
ollic'^  of  tbe  Oeiienil  rurclaiHiuc  Oflli^r,  Tlie  I*niin])iii  CiUinl.  "iTaBlilnclnn. 
D.  C;  until  Soiitciniwr  28,  J018,  for  fui-nisbtng,  by  Hleaiiier.  free  of  nil 
c1iai;n«.  on  dock  at  cither  Cristobal  (Atlantic  potl)  or  Balboa  (Pacific 
port),  Oiinal  Zone.  Istliuius  of  Pontimn,  llie  foilowlng:  Diea,  urinala,  ent- 
o«ts,  electrie  switelies,  sockets  truck  lleliis.  block-tin  i<li>e,  sipbons,  jiiiie. 
■  fitting!?,  valves.  niaBiicsin.  pipi'  covering,  niliber  hose,  leather  belting,  nibljer 
Iteltlnc.  cnnvii''  lieltlni-.  IIiirs,  chair  seats,  ivnter-cloaot  seals,  paper,  canl- 
boanl,  inanlln  containers,  nicinnmndtnu  ami  record  Iwoks.  lead  pencils, 
cabinet  perforations,  furnnco  cetoent,  foundry  clny.  Are  bricli.  pine-tiii-  ell, 
dry  Indian  red,  line  oxide,  arnl  lumber.    Olmi'ar  Xo.  12,10. 

Capi.  No.  5409.— Seulcil  propoxuls  nlil  be  received  at  lIlc  odin-  or  tbe  Quurlcr- 
mastcr  Qeneral,  101)  East  Sixteenth  Street.  Now  York,  N.  Y.,  until  Scji- 
Icmber  23,  11)18,  foi'  niauuCactarinR  oversea  chiib  smd  winter  caps. 

Post-ofice  repairs.  No.  r)4i(), — Sealeil  proposals  will  be  received  at  llie  Sut>er- 
visins  .\reldtc<fs  Ollivc,  Ti'<'iisury  De]i:irtnient.  Wa^biugton,  D.  C„  ItnlH 
October  7,  1018,  for  siieeinl  re[ti>lrs  Mt  tlie  |«>m  nfflce  ami  eouPtiiousp  at 
Bingbamtou,  N.  Y. 

Btiililiiig  coiutruflion,  No.  rilll.--  Seulwl  |iroiMisal<  will  be  recelvcil  iit  tbe  Kiijii-r- 
visiufi  Architect's  onite,  Treiisury  nt-pintincnt.  Wiishincioii.  I>.  ('.,  until 
October  7,  1818,  for  Ilic  cnuairiiclion  (e\-<-ii)t  the  mwbnnicjil  (iinliiineni )  of 
the  Immlfrntlon  Htntinn  at  Biwlon,  Mn^n. 
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9  for  tlw  sale  o£  mncliUiery 
and  accessories  nf  all  kduls  for  the  manufacture  of  rubber  goods,  re^in, 
'  turpeiilitie,  (.'ticmlcul  prudiii'ts  Bugur,  alcoholic  beverages,  thread,  textiles, 
niutulies,  ex])10Klves,  etc.;  iiuiteiiula  fur  desiguiiig,  cun^iruction  wurk,  rail- 
ways, waterworks,  sewers,  clwtric  llluniliiatlou,  pavciueiit.  irri^aliun,  street 
cars,  automobile!!,  for  the  ninnufncture  of  matches  aiiil  explosives,  fur  mak' 
ing  beer,  Iliiiiors,  tonfeciluiiery,  etc.,  und  for  the  manufiicture  of  Riass  aod 
ftraulte  utensils,  etc.;  supplies  for  uavat  and  mllltar;  forf^s.  etc.;  agri- 
cultural machinery;  snieltinK  planta,  etc.;  constnictlnn  materlula  of  all 
kinds;  melnl  products;  clothing;  jewelry;  dry  goodH;  inetals  of  all  kinds; 
oils;  KlauRliterlns  plants;  Incinerators  for  (nirbage;  drugs,  uiedlclneit.  etc.; 
palnt.s;  clectrlciil  supplies;  hides  and  lenibcr;  rubber  goods:  f ooi.lstiifl's ; 
medical  instruments;  cement;  pui>er  and  (Hllce  auppllcf;  thoroughbred 
breeding  cuttle,  etc.    Correspondence  may  he  In  Kugllsii.    References 

274S8.t — A  man  In  Culm  desires  to  rei^resent  American  mnnufncturers  of  fmit 
exlracls.  sirui>s,  unii  llavoi-s.  Full  information"  m  regard  to  condltlaus  of 
snle,  agency,  etc.,  should  he  subiuitted. 

2T4S9.t — A  member  of  an  Amerirnn  trade  orKanlzntlou  In  Ituly  wishes  to  ba 
placeJ  111  con  miun  lent  Ion  with  American  lumber  cicporit-rs  am]  Importers. 

27490.*— An  liKency  Is  desired  by  a  man  in  France  for  the  sale  of  aluminum  and 
eiian^eled  household  articles.  Corresimndence  should  be  lii  Fi-eucli.  Beier- 
ences. 

27491,* — A  man  In  Swltiterlnnd  deslrps  to  secure  nn  agnncy  for  the  sale  of 
motors,  Iractdrs,  motor  ears,  tools  and  hardware,  mndilitery  in  general,  and 
all  kinds  of  nielal  goods.  Quotntlons  may  Ix"  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  English,  but  French  is  preferrvil.    Heferenees. 

27492.t — A  firm  In  Cuba  wishes  to  represent  Amerlcun  esponeis  of  beans  of  all 
kinds,  Jnimnese  i>eiis,  und  codfish.    References. 

27403.t— A  goremmental  agricullural  agency  In  a  forden  country  wishes  to'be 
placed  in  touch  with  .\merican  manufacturers  of  artk-les  for  the  bee  indus- 
try with  a  view  of  making  pureli.ises. 

27494.* — A  firm  [n  Chile  Is  in  tlie  market  for  tinners'  and  pluml>crs'  tools  and 
supplies.  P.iyment  will  be  mode  by  cash  against  documenta  In  New  York. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.    References. 

27493.* — A  man  In  Switzerland  desires  to  purchase  or  secure  an  agency  for  the 
sale  of  tesllles  and  cotton  and  wool  products,  such  as  hosiery,  underwear, 
ovei'coats.  and  all  goods  along  this  lino.  Correspond ?nce  may  be  in  Eng- 
lish.   References. 
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COMHEBCIAL  ASH  SHIPFINO  AaHEEMENTS  WITH  DENHABK. 

Danish -American  commercial  and  shipping  agreements,  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  tlie  War  Trade  Board 
and  a  special  Danish  mission  in  Washington  for  sonie  time  past,  havs 
been  concluded  successfully.  The  agreements,  which  follow  the  same 
general  lines  as  those  earlier  concluded  with  the  two  other  Scandi- 
navian powere,  assure  to  Denmark  a  supply  of  various  foodstuffs, 
metals,  machinery,  textiles,  noncdible  animah  and  vegetable  products, 
chemicals,  drugs,  and  other  commodities  required  for  its  needs  in  an 
8^;regate  quantity  of  well  over  352,000  tons  annually. 

Pursuant  to  the  agreement  a  number  of  vessels  sufficient  to  carry 
the  enumerated  commodities  home  to  Denmark  will  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  Denmark  out  of  the  tonnage  which  at  present  is  employed 
in  overseas  trade. 

The  rest  of  the  Danish  tonnage  in  overseas  trade  will  remain  at 
the  disposal  of  the  United  States  and  associated  powers. 

No  articles  imported  into  Denmark  under  the  provisions  of  the 
agreement  arc  to  be  directly  or  indirectly  exported  from  Denmark 
to  the  Central  Powers  nor  to  any  neutral  country  where  such  expor- 
tation will  directly  or  indirectly  serve  to  release  for  export  to  Ger- 
many or  her  allies  any  article  or  commodity  of  whatever  origin.  Nor 
shall  commodities  which  the  United  States  or  its  associates  in  the 
war  furnish  Denmark  be  used  in  the  production  of  any  commodity 
to  be  exported  to  tho  Central  Powers.  In  return  for  the  facilities 
for  such  supplies  the  agreement  provides  for  a  restriction  and  dis- 
tribution of  exports  of  food  producis  to  the  Central  Powei-s  and  onr 
European  associates  along  the  lines  of  existing  restrictive  agree- 
ments. 

A  feature  of  the  agreement  is  the  encourngcmeut  and  facilitation 
of  inter-Scnndinavian  trade,  under  which  a  considerable  proportion 
of  Denmark's  exportable  surplus  will  assist  in  satisfying  the  food 
needs  of  her  neighbors,  Norway  and  Sweden, 

The  War  Trade  Board  for  its  part  guarantees  that  export  licenses 
and  shipping  permits  will  be  gi'anted  to  Denmark  for  the  export  to 
Denmark  of  the  commodities  enumerated  in  the  agreement. 
.  SvppUei  for  Benmarle. 

The  annual  quantities  (in  metric  tons)  of  supplies  for  Denmark 
under  the  general  agreement  concluded  between  the  War  Trade 

78928'— 18  10(8 
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Board  and  a  Danish  special  mission  and  signed  in  Washington  S^- 

tenjjer  18, 11118.  are  as  follows: 

FoodBtiifTM :  Tom. 

ConiHtiirdi 1,000 

Kiev 4, 000 

Sago  jin-l  tapioca  aud  prmlucU 3,000 

(AliuvL-  (luaulUii-s  cuuUIIluiial  upou  no  exportation  of  cereala 
or  cereal  piyxlucls  to  tbc  Central  i'owere.) 

Pork  tiisiiiKS 300 

Coconut,  tiesslcnteil 150 

Apricot  noii  pcacli  keruela 100 

Other  uuls  and  kcruuls 500 

Glucose 250 

Apples,  bananiis,  and  clrtus  fruits 7,000 

Drlod  fruits 3,000 

Ciinueil  fruits 200 

(Fruit  e^tports  condltlonni  upon  no  exports  of  fruits  or  berries 
to  tlie  Central  I'owceb.) 

Coffee 16.000 

Tea COO 

Cocoa 2.000 

Spices,  not  including  cumin 500 

Pepjier » 140 

Stenrlne 600 


Total 3B.S40 

Fuels  and  oils  other  tban  cilible : 

Kerosene,  gasoline,  lubrlcatlnfi  <'Ils.  find  jrreSses,  crude  petroleum 

and  dark  refUNcs,  including  mt  <iver  'M'ki  tons  lubricating  oils..  80,000 

Castor  oil  (medicinal) 10 

Linseed  oil 6.000 

Paraffin *» 

Soaps  and  powders 400 

Total 86,810 


Metals,  machinery,  and  Instruments ; 

Copper  and  niannfnctures  of  (lucludlng  brass)  — 
Brass  wire 

Brass  wire  screens  for  jiaper  making 

Brass  screws 


Iron  and  .steel   iiroducts,  including  shlpbulldine  material    (ship- 

building  mnterlni  to  be  subject  to  special  agreement) 150,000 

Electric  lamps TO 

Manganese  dioxide  . 


Alumiauiu  and  ninnufnctures,. 

Lead  and  manufactures 

Tin  and  tin  piate 

Zinc  slicets 


In  addition  various  Instruments  for  technical,  scientific,  and 
aniiticni  purposes  (It  approved) ;  motors,  automoblies.  and 
parts  (eKcludlnjt  tires);  electrical  machinery,  bicycles,  and 
bicycle  parts  (excluding  tires) ;  typewriters,  accounting  ma* 

chines,  ufllce  cqulptuent  supplies,  sundry  moclilnery,  and  parts 
(If  approved)  ;  Imnd  tools  of  various  kinds,  hardware,  In  guan- 
tllles  in  accordance  with  actual  Danish  reiinlremenia  for  borne 
consumption. 


■  Qunntllf  to  be  later  agroed. 


CO&IUEBCE   KEFOBTS.  1075 

Plberi!  ana  their  proflucts:  Tonn. 

Raw  coHoD  find  cotton  .waste_^ 5, 000 

Cotton  tliread  and  yarn 2.000 

Cotton  manufactureij 4,000 

Hemp  3,000 

Cordage eoo 

•. 4ai 

ifactures ., 200 

1.  GOO 

Wool,  Blioddy,  and  yarn 1,500 

Woolen  Boods 1, 200 

Vegetable  fibers 1,000 


Konedible  animal  and  veKetnble  products; 

Cork  and  manufactures 

Heavy  hides 


Leatlier  gouda  (manufactured).. 

Crude  rubber 

BliTcle  tires 


Slotor  and  motorcj'tle  c 


Various  glues  and  limes 500 

Total 13.  IfiO 

Wood,  pnlp,  paper,  plants,  an<l  seeds  for  sowlnc: 

Various  woods  (not  Including  walnut,  fipruoe,  or  mulincanyl 300 

Furniture  and  other  approved  manufactures  In  accordance  with 

Danish  needs 

Floft'cr  bulbs TJO 

Timothy  and  other  grass  seeds  (not  Including  clover  aeed  of  any 

variety) 1. 1r*^ 

Vegetable  tanning  materials  (30  jwr  cent  estract) C,0()0 

Bamboo HM> 


'Chemicals,  drugs,  earth,  minerals,  and  miscellaneous: 

Lime  borate 

Coal  pitch 

Calcined  soda,  caustic  soda,  soda  ai^h 

Sulphur 

Citric  acid 


Wood  tar  _. 

Resin 

Graphite  ... 
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CheniU'iils,  <Iruf;!>,  cnrtli.  minerals,  und  misoellnueoui — Coatlniwd. 

Asfibalt  (uot  jHitroloum  rciildue) , 

Tu  Ic 

Total 2 

1[|  ail<lltion,  i-ht^mlcalK  (If  uppt<ove<1),  driiRB,  medlclnea  and 
meilii^nal  su)i|illeK,  Including  mercury  In  medldnal  tona  and 
for  jncdlcinal  punH»^''<  anil  locludinK  iDstruiueuls,  aaultair 
KooU^,  iu  quantities  in  at.'r4>nlanc«  wiUi  actual  Dantsb  require- 
ments for  tiume  cousuiupUuu. 
Grand  total ; 35 

IHFORTANT  ARTICLES  OF  IHFOBT  UTTO  AUSTBAUA. 


The  Aiistraliiin  trade  returns  for  May,  1918.  show  that  imports 
of  merchandise  amounted  to  $15,891,800  against  5^4.731,134  for  May, 
1917.  Imports  of  dry  goods  for  the  month  of  May,  1918,  amounted 
to  ^1,997,226.  ajrainst  $(J,3.>i,418  for  the  same  month  in  1917,  or  a 
decrease  of  ^4,;i.i5.19:;.  Total  imports  of  merchandise  for  the  11 
months  from  July  1, 1917,  to  May  30, 1918,  amounted  to  $270,190,012, 
again::t  $343,057,251  for  llie  cofrespoiidiDg  period  in  1916-17,  or  a 
decrease  of  *73.4C7^39. 

A  comparison  of  some  of  the  principal  imports  for  the  11  months, 
July  to  May  inclusive,  is  as  follows: 


Elf  rfn  months  Mirtwl  1 
May  30- 

K.cv.„^..^.„^ 

,.„ 

,m     li 

ifli;     1     tais 

A)>f«tvlBDdMl[tK(IDdl..  . 

ltTT,UI,«lii  Ki>dtiiMr]'Bldim|itM>lcDt^lu7.tl»,TM|t»,«m,eae 

3S3,S61            «.iil 

!I,7W,(Wr  l5.ia>J 
H,S3.i,17S      *,»(.>,« 
ll,9fi(l,S32|    e,133,SM 

1   iDdIa  rqbbsr  loods 

•""' 

a,<77,«w 

2,«>1,285J  Timber 

HARKING  OF  SOCKETF  SALMON  ON  PUOgJ  SOIINI). 

The  tagf^iiig  of  sockeye  salmon  on  Puget  Sound  and  contiguoui 
waters  was  conducted  during  Juiv  and  August  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  Henry  (VMalley,  field  assistant,  according  to  the  Kep- 
tember  issue  of  the  Fisheries  Service  Bulletin,  The  run  of  this 
epccies  this  year  has  been  very  light  even  for  an  "off"  year.  Five 
ni:irking  stations  were  e-stalilished  alonfr^the  route  of  the  migrat- 
ing salmon,  the  most  western  being  at  hookc,  on  Vancouver  Island, 
Iliitish  Columbia.  About  4,400  fish,  obtained  in  traps,  were  tagged 
and  liberated;  and  np  to  the  middle  of  August  over  600  of  the 
tagged  fish  had  been  reported  as  recaptured. 

This  work  has  attracted  unusual  local  interest  and  should  furnish 
valuable  definite  information  of  a  character  never  before  obtained. 
The  data  afforded  by  the  returned  tags  are  now  being  compiled. 

The  experinrent  has  been  made  possible,  and  its  successful  outcome 
is  due  to  the  hearty  coopei-ation  of  the  fishing  interests  and  the  local 
fishery  authorities. 
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CHANGES  HT  EHEUT  TBAOINO  LIST. 

The  following  a(](lition5  to  the  Enemy  Trading  List  will  be  made 
as  of  date  September  20,  IdlS: 


Giilolman,  Freri's.  C'uHfititiition  S(|uarc, 

Athi'iis. 
Glilolniaii,    MlchalU,    Constitution 

Rqiiaro,  Albeus. 
GliiolninD,      rmiajcitla,      Constitution 

Squfire.  Atlipns. 
Iloftniuh.  S.  ICt  W..  Salonika. 
DuetK,  AniolUo.  Cjilian. 
Coiupnnia     de     Plantiidoues     Ozunn, 

KuL-lielft, 

Llmfl,  EHns   S.  A.  <1p.  MpvIw  City. 
Arrpoln,  .Tone  (iniiif^,  (JuailuUiJai'u. 
Iti'iH'knmller,  F«Hlerlro 
Buckenhoror,  (iulllenno.  ChEliiialma. 
Conrlia.    Aiitoulo    ilu    la,    Siiu    l.uis 

Potosi. 
OnrclH  Fnpntes.  Shcts.  Torrooii. 
Heiicliell,  Kiimimd.  Bajoiiea, 
LlnKii.  Cnri,  Mtieutlau. 
Milan,  J.,  y  C'ta.  Mnzutlna. 
Mora.  B\.  &  ConiiHiiiy.  Suu  Itlits. 
Cla     Qiilnilcn     Nudonal    de    Mux  loo, 

MpxIpo  City, 
neinbeck  &  Uwker.  Mexico  City. 
SeltK.  Carlos,  Mexiiii  City. 
StnitlTer  &  F'ni'stpr.  Acn)V""'ta- 
Stoge,  Otto  (Ij)  Union).  Clilhimlina. 
I'liion,  I.U   (Stcj.'o,  Otto).  (.'filUuiiluin. 
VelHs,   S.   A.,  Ciii  (If.,  Monteivy  nml 

Tiiiui)ico. 


Rnlaer,  Mnxtmo.  Buenos  Aires. 

Deussen  &  Henneherg  {Ilerninn  Dpiis- 
sen;  Ernesto  Ilenneberg).  CiUle 
Montevideo  770,  Buenos  Aires. 

OrioU,  Fernantio,  Buenos  Aires. 

rnla,  Pedro,  y  Cia.  Bio  De  Janeiro 
661  and  CuHe  Saigueno  "iiio,  Uueiiou 

DOLtVIA. 


BR.VZIL. 

Ilntter,  A.  .T.,  Rio  tie  Janeiro. 
Mo8er,  Berto,  Sao  Paulo. 
Salem  Frere^  &  Castorliiao,  Aveaida 
Rio  Brnni-o  IIT-IUI,  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
Studlcck,  Ernei'to,  Fiorlanopolls. 


HflTerbecIc  ft  Compnny,  Valdlvln. 
Haverhecls,  Alberto  (of  Havei1)ecli  & 

Company),  Vnldlvia. 
Haverbeek,  Carlos    (of  Huverbeet  & 

Company),  Vuldivia. 
Sehaln-elt,   Rodolfo    (of  Haverbcck  ft 

Company),  Valdlvla. 

COWIWBIA. 


Fresen,  Mas,  Bogota. 


AlleBetnelne  VersleiierTiUfi  GeHrursee- 
fluss  und  Landtians|)ort,  Copen- 
bagen. 

Bornholm  Slid  and  Fiskekonserver- 
infsfai)rik  A/S.  Copeiilingen  and 
Hon  holm. 

Dansk  HanilelFi  nnil  Indnsiri  Asu  (di- 
rectors, Jiicol)  Anton  Hansen,  V^n 
Wfllther,  and  K,  Klfrcr),  Copen- 
hagen. 

Grimmelman,  Freilerik,  Copeiili risen. 

ETOAIMJll. 

Italda,  Cesar  A..  Mnntn. 
Brucknian.  U  E.  Gn:ij'ui|ull, 
Cueva.  Toelllo  Vlvar,  Quito. 
DnR-i<un)  &  Company,   Uuujaqull   and 

Quito. 
I.eiuo3.  Rafael,  Ecnieraldas, 
SrUnekleivlnd,  Paul  C.  (Paul  T,),  Rio- 

bnmba. 
Russmaii,  Adolf,  CoJIniieit. 
Tramontnpa,  Lucax,  Gunyatiull. 


nenktiNnN,  Ai-lhur  (alias  Pine^acnssa, 

Arture).  (Vutn  &  Tetnan. 
Grado,  Emil,  Ceuta  &  Tetuan. 
PienRacaii!sa,  Arture  (alias  Denklians, 

Artbiirl,  Couta  &  Tetnan. 
Tornow  &  Con)i>auy,   Max  I^,  Ceuta 

&  I'etnnu, 


Bony    Bernard    E,    .Scbeepvaiirt     and 

HandelKinlJ,  Rotterdam. 
Tjilmbofk,  M.,  Roltcrdani. 
Nederlnndsehe    Fabrlek    Van    Knnst 

Malstecnen    on    fVunpIeete    ^ranlln- 

riehtiniien  nv.,  Copeu  and  Fringes, 

Mnastrlebt. 
Rotterdamsciie  Stempelfabrlek  Sulula 

B.  r<.  Van  Der.  Rotterdam. 
Sauter,  A.  F.  U..  Maastricbt 


MfTHEBi.Asiig  K 


Bnndoenpselie  Tecelcfrabriek,  nv.,  Bnn- 

doeug  Java. 
B.'ff.ipr  KoniiiUlyke  rtreMitsrIic  Fub- 
■iel;  Van  Jiiweelpii  Zlivenveiken  do. 


Peanlngou  van  C.  J.,  Sauiarang. 


■o 
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Fares,  M.  A.,  Batavln. 

GuaD  Mo  (or  Moh),  Mcilan. 

Eraaz,  John.  Lebong,  Soelit,  Bankoe- 

Hndji.  Mattjse.  Batavia. 

Hadji.  Snleli.  Batavia. 

Hwnss,  Ivor,  Kuniwrn, 

Jerschaveb,  Ij.  H.  A.,  Kamnrang. 

Lie  Hip,  Monartn. 

Lie  and  Sip,  Mwlan. 

NIo  Tjoon  Klat,  Siileir, 

(W  Kac  HoDR.  Maiiado  <an<]/or)  Mac- 

Nlo  Kok  Klo,  Maonssnr. 

Our,  TJeng  Ae    (or  Ong  Tjlng  Ac), 

Oorontnlo. 
Oriental  Tabnk  Inrtustrie  Comp  Plo- 

mer  Sachs  Coil,  Somarnng, 
Polak.  A.,  Sonrabaya. 
TJq  Tons  &  Comi>any.  Menado, 
Thoeng,  .Teng  Slang. 
Thoeng,  Theng  Ting. 
Thoeng,  Theng  Ting  &  Coinpnny. 

Moises,  Jacobo,  y  HermanoB,  Ciizco. 


Bengoa,  Fcderico,  San  Salvador. 
DelnlDgcr  Hermanos,  San  Salvador. 
Diiarte,  F.  1.,  &  Company,  San  Sal' 

Garcia,   Saul.   San  Salvador. 
Hermann ,  Emillo,  San  Salvador. 
Laufer,  Curt,  San  Salvador. 
Mcnjlvar,  Itlcardo,  San  Salvador. 
Baemscb,  Louis,  San  Salvador. 

BemoTals  from  Li  it. 

The  following  removals  are  made  from  the  list: 


Rocder,  Max.  San  Salvodor. 
ITidniver,  Alfredo.  San  Salvador. 
Wlilawer,  Leon,  San  Salvador. 


Arregul,  Antonio.  Calle  Velasquez  63, 

Madrid. 
.\Kl)crf,  Francisco  (of  Asbert  Jonot  & 

Cia),  Foigarolaa  52,  Barcelona. 
Rprtrnn,  L,,  &  C-orapany,  TnnEgone. 
(^Vstillo  &  Compania,  I.in's  soccesotsB 

<le  Manuel  Bilbao,  Calle  Somcr  4T, 

Bilbao. 
Delciido,   Amaro,   Calle  Real   73,  Al- 

Fahndrlcli   Y  Cia,  Calle  Earqulllo  4 

and  G,  Madrid. 
MontPs  and  CIn,  Jeronimo  (or  Geron- 

imo).  Jaen. 
Itecorder  Itorras,  Santiago,  Cnlle  Lau- 

ria  104,  Barcelona. 
Roscndnnl      (or     Rosenthal),     KaX 

Avluo  20  and  Ranibla  del  Centre  7. 
Snnchlz,    Juan,   Calle   <le   Trujillo  3, 

Madrid. 
Sommor.  Kurt,  Calle  de  Hortaieza  14 

and  16,  Madrid. 
Zimibrana      (or     Zikmbrano),     Jose, 

Madrid. 

Kraftox.  A.  S.  B..  Stockholm. 
Kroect,  E.  J.,  Stockholm. 
Sanncr  and  Block  A/B.,  Stockholm. 
Svcsnka  Atlasvcrke  Pohler  and  (Tom- 
pa  ny,  Stockholm. 
Tholtde,  r.  A.  S.  B.,  Stockholm, 


AWJENTINA. 

Bolso,  Manuel,  Sarmtento  643,  Buenoe 
Aires. 

Borgea,  Antonio,  Porto  Alcgre. 
Hommet,  Valdekmar,  Copenhagen. 

QBERCB. 

Akif  Hassan  &  Company,  Salonika. 
Edhem,  Uuhllss,  Salonika. 
Tani,  Sebastiano,  Salonika. 
Salonika     Cigarettes    Company,     Sa- 
lonika. 

MEXICO, 

Arcineaga  y  Sotres,  Mesico  City. 
Austin,  Carlos,  Mcrldo. 
Bemal,  M.  N.,  Nogales. 
Balz,  K.  B.,  Tampico. 


MOROCCO. 

Gabl»ay,  .Tosi^  Yamin,  Larrache. 

r<ETHESLAND    EAST    IKDICS. 

Alofs.  L.,  Belewan,  Medan. 

AUitiuDo.  A.  U.,  Bandoeng.  Java. 

Altmann.  Oebroeders  Tecbnlacb  Bu- 
reau, Bandoeng,  Java. 

Altmann,  Gebroeders  Autobandel,  Ban- 
goeng,  Java. 

KerhofT  and  Company  Handel  Mlj, 
Medaw. 

SPUN, 


I^rsson,  T.  B.,  and  Company,  tJiqsilt. 

UlUGCAT. 

Alouzo  Frelre,  Rafael,  Hontevldoi. 


Give  Our  Boys  Every  Fighting  Chance — Buy  War-Savhia.8tMi» 
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LAirS  REVENUES  IN  BTTKMA. 

[CddsuI  Lan-reace  P.  Brlggii,  anagooD,  Biirmn,  India.] 
According  to  the  report  of  the  Land  Revenue  Administration  of 
Burma  for  tlie  year  ended  June  30,  11»I7,  the  total  land  revenue  col- 
lected from  the  organized  Province  of  Burma  during  1016-17  was 
$15^97,141,  as  agninst  $14,997,518  during  1!)15-1G,  and  $14,621,863 
during  1914-15.  These  figures  do  not  include  revenues  derived  from 
the  protected  Shan  and  Kai'enni  States  or  the  specially  administered 
Chin  and  Kachin  Hills  tracts,  which,  although  ndniinistei-ed  by  the 
government  of  Burma,  lie  outside  the  organized  Province  of  Burma 
and  outside  the  Empire  of  India.  Ac^-«rding  to  the  terms  of  the 
provincial  settlement,  five-eighths  of  the  land  revenue  goes  to  the 
Province  of  Burma  and  three-eighths  to  the  Empire  of  India.  This 
land  revenue  constitutes  more  than  40  per  cent  of  the  total  provincial 
revenue  and  abou^  50  per  cent  of  the  imperial  revenue  derived  from 
the  Province  of  Burma. 
Amovnt  of  Bevenae. 

The  amount  of  the  various  kinds  of  land  revenue  collected  during 
the  past  three  agricultural  years  (ending  June  30)  was  as  follows: 
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The  increase  in  ordinary  land  revenue  was  due  partly  to  the  in- 
troduction of  revised  rates  in  two  or  three  districts,  and  partly  to 
the  extension  of  irrigation  and"  to  more  extensive,  cultivation  under 
the  favorable  conditions  which  existed  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  the  Province. 

The  slight  increase  in  the  capitation  and  household  taxes  was  duo 
to  the  increase  of  population  by  normal  growth  and  restricted  im- 
migration. The  nuniber  of  pei-sons  assessed  to  capitation  tax  was 
12.000  greater  than  in  1915-16,  but  874  less  than  in  1913-14,  but  the 
collection  was  larger  than  in  either  of  the  preceding  years.  The  in- 
creased collection  indicates  a  restriction  on  unmarried  immigrants, 
who  pay  a  lower  rate. 
Beoelpti  Prom  Fisberlet,  Fetrolenin,  Etc. 

Fishery  revenues  increased  over  the  figin-es  of  1915-lC,  but  weni 
considerably  below  those  of  1914-i;>.  Those  revenues  arc  derived 
mainly  from  the  rent  of  leased  fisheries  and  from  net  licenses.  The 
decline  during  the  past  few  years  has  been  due  to  the  high  price  of 
salt  and  the  poor  market  for  fish  and  fish  paste.  A  moderate  rise  in 
rents  accounts  for  the  slight  increase  over  the  revenues  from  this 
source  for  1915-16. 

Fees,  rents,  and  royalties  on  petroleum  diminished  from  $1,220,331 
in  1915-16,  to  $974,641  in  1016-17,  but  were  greater  than  in  1914^15, 
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wlicn  ttio  fipiirea  were  $959.1)99.  The  decrease  (luring  the  year  under 
c<>nf:i(leintion  wup  due  to  the  closinc  of  wells,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
siippHcs  and  to  the  difficulty  of  mnrketing  the  product. 

jRevenucs  from  the  nibv  mines  amounted  to  $12,281  in  1914-15, 
$20,175  in  1915-16.  and  $43,132  in  1916-lT.  KeTenues  from  iade 
amounted  to  $8,821  in  1014-15,  $15,688  in  1915-lG,  and  $27,739  in 
1016-17. 

The  increase  in  revenues  from  other  minerals  was  due  wholly  to 
the  iiKrease<l  production  of  tungsten  in  the  Tavoy  district  and  an 
in<*rease  in  the  royalty  rate  of  that  mineral. 

The  suivey  foes  for  pattas  were  mainly  for  the  survey  of  tungst«i 
mining  areas  in  the  Tenasserim  division,  particularly  in  the  district 
of  Tavoy. 
Cost  of  CoIleclloB. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  in  exact  figures  the  oo^  of  the  .collection 
of  land  revenue  in  Burma,  as  a  great  deal  of  tbis  work  is  the  func- 
tion of  the  regnhir  administrative  officers  of  the  Province.  Com- 
niissioiis  paid  to  t)ic  local  officers  for  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  land  revenue  during  the  year  1916-17  amounted  to  $813,707,  as 
against  $774,578  for  1915-16,  and  $771,832  for  191i-15.  In  Upper 
Burma,  and  to  an  increasing  degree  in  Lower  Burma,  taxes  are  as- 
sessed and  collected  by  the  village  headmen.  In  some  parts  of  Lower 
Burma  the  land  was  formerly  divided  into  revenue  circles  and  the 
tax  was  assessed  and  collected  by  cirele  headmen,  but  these  are  beLog 
gradually  replaced  bv  the  village  officers.  Commissions  paid  to  circle 
headmen  amounted  to  $46,706  in  1914^-15,  $39,331  in  1015-16.  and 
$31,509  in  1916-17.  The  average  commission  paid  to  circle  officers 
during  1916-17  was  $389.73 ;  that  to  village  officers  was  $50.61. 
S>lei  ani  KortEagN. 

Of  the  occupied  land  covered  by  statistics  during  the  agricultural 
year  1916-17.  528,211  acres  were  sold  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  430,000  acres  sold  during  1915-16  and  494,000  acres  during 
1914-15.  The  increase  of  sales  was  duo  chtedy  to  acareity  of  money, 
many  of  the  sales  being  in  reality  {foreclosures  of  mortgages.  The 
average  sale  price  was  $19.79  per  acre  in  1916-17,  as  against  $20.11 
in  1915-lC  and  $19.47  in  1914-15.  These  figures  do  not  diow  that 
much  real  estate  was  sold  at  a  sacrifice. 

On  the  other  hand  there  was  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of  land 
mortgages  and  an  increase  in  red«nptions  during  the  year.  The 
amount  of  land  placed  under  ranlgage  during  the  past  three  years 
was  571,000  acres  during  1916-17,  657,000  acres  during  1915-16,  actd 
519,000  acres  during  1914-15;  and  the  rate  per  acre  was  $12.98. 
$12.98,  and  $14.00,  respectively.  Redemptions  amounted  to  320,000 
acres  during  1910-17,  231,000  acres  during  1915-16,  and  IBQfiOO 
acres  during  1914-15.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  2,348,828  acres,  or 
13,6  per  cent  of  the  area  reported  on,  was  under  mortgage,  as  com- 
pared with  22.2  per  cent  during  1915-16  and  18  per  cent  during  1914- 
15.  The  total  amount  of  land  mortgages  in  Burma  on  June  30, 191T, 
was  $30,808,910.   .  ,     .         ,  , 

Ana  Held  by  Ac;rleiiltariBt»— B«st«d  Landi. 

Of  the  total  occupied  area  for  which  statistics  are  recorded,  14r 
605,712  acres,  or  84.4  per  cent,  was  occupied  by  agriculturists.  ^  H« 
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percentage  of  agriculturists  shows  a  slight  decrease,  tbe  figures  being 
85.4  per  cent  in  1915-16  and  85.3  per  cent  in  1914-16.  There  was 
even  a  slight  decrease  in  the  actual  number  of  seres  occupied  by  agri- 
culturists. The  percentage  of  agriculturist  owners  is  naturally 
smaller  in  the  vicinity  of  the  larger  cities  of  Lower  Burma.  In  Up- 
per Burma  as  a  whole  the  percentage  is  92.8.  Of  the  2,698,783  acres 
held  by  nonagricultiirists,  834,574  acres  are  held  by  residents  and 
1,864,209  acres  by  nonresidents.  About  30  per  cent  of  the  area  oc- 
cupied by  resident  nonagricidturists  is  in  Upper  Burma,  and  the 
great  proportion  of  nonresident  holdings  is  in  the  delta  regions  in 
the  vicinity  of  Rangoon. 

The  area  let  at  full  rents  discloses  a  slight  tendency  toward  this 
method  of  tenancy.  The  figures  are  3.133,874  acres  for  1914-15, 
3,153,615  acres  for  1915-16  and  8,851,919  acres  for  1916-17.  The 
amount  of  money  received  for  rents  in  the  three  years  was.  respec- 
tively, $10,501,748,  $12,577,431,  and  $13,985,421.  The  average  rent 
for  1916-17  was  $-4.19  per  acre.  The  slight  increase  in  rent  rates  is 
due  chiefly  to  the  higher  prices  at  which  rents  paid  in  kind  werp 
commuted. 

Of  the  area  let  at  full  rents,  97  per  cent  was  in  Ijower  Burma,  In 
many  districts  of  the  delta  and  in  the  Akyah  district  on  the  Arracan 
coast,  the  rented  area  amounts  to  one-third  or  more  of  the  total  area 
and  in  Hanthawaddy  district  adjacent  to  Rangoon  it  amounts  to 
moi'e  than  one-half  of  the  total.  The  marked  excess  of  areas  let  at 
full  rents  over  areas  held  by  nonagricultui-ists  in  many  delta  dis- 
tricts indicates  the  existence  of  a  large  body  of  owners  who  cultivate 
part  and  let  part  of  their  land. 

The  number  of  tenants  increased  from  190,893  in  1914-15  and 
196,870  in  1915-16  to  212,008  in  1916-17.  The  number  who  have 
rented  their  lands  continuously  for  five  years  or  more  increased  from 
13  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  in  1914-15  and  in  1915-16  to  14.4 
per  cent  in  1916-17, 
Agricultnral  Loaat. 

Exclusive  of  advances  to  cooperative  societies,  the  government  of 
Burma  advances  money  to  fanners  under  the  agricultural  loans  act 
and  the  land  improvement  loans  act.  The  amount  outstanding 
on  Jane  30,  1916,  was  $669,714,  made  up  of  agricultural  loans 
amounting  to  $452,653,  land  improvement  loans,  $10,124,  and  loans 
to  cooperative  societies  $206,937.  The  amount  advanced  <m  these 
loans  during  1916-17  was,  re^ectivelyj  $407,217,  $4,580,  and  $18,331 ; 
and  the  respective  amounts  outstanding  on  Jane  30,  1917,  were 
$467,551,  $10,621,  and  $227,452.  The  interest  collected  during  the 
year  amoimted  to  $49,883  on  agricultural  loans,  $1,159  on  land  im- 
provement loans,  and  $9,947  on  loans  to  cooperative  societies.  The 
rate  of  interest  for  ■gricultural  and  land  improvement  loans  is 
about  12  per  ciyit,  and  that  for  loans  to  cooperative  societies  5  per 
cent. 

The  chief  advances  under  the  Agricultural  Loitns  Act  were  made 
in  Upper  Burma,  where  the  amount  so  advanced  during  1916-17  was 
$216,947,  as  compared  with  $142,927  raised  on  mortgages.  In  Lower 
Burma  tJie  figures  were  $190,270  for  advances  under  the  Agricultural 
Loans  Act  and  $7,414,850  borrowed  on  mortgages.  In  the  delta  dis- 
trict, where  the  soil  is  rich  and  markets  and  money  lenders  are  close 
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at  hand,  paddy  cultivators  prefer  to  go  to  privnte  money  lenders,  as 
there  is  less  formality  and  they  can  get  larger  sums. 

The  loans  advanced  under  the  Land  Improvement  Loans  Act  were 
used  mainly  for  constructing  dams,  small  canals,  and  tanks  for  irri- 
gation and  were  practically  confined  to  Upper  Itnrma.  where  the 
district  of  Myingyan,  dnring  the  year  under  report,  took  three-fiftiia 
of  the  whole  amount  advanced. 
XeTenne  Settlements  Durlne  lSlS-17. 

Settlement  operations  were  carried  on  during  the  year  in  eight 
districts,  covering  a  gross  area  of  11,417  square  miles,  with  an  occu- 
pied area  of  3,759,000  acres.  In  four  of  tliese  districts  the  field  work 
had  been  completed  before  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  work 
of  the  settlement  parties  was  confined  to  the  compilation  of  statistics 
and  the  completion  of  the  report.  In  two  districts  these  were  the 
first  regular  settlements;  in  the  others,  the  second  or  third.  The 
area  irrigated  by  the  Shwebo  Canal  in  Shweho  district,  amounting 
to  522  square  miles  with  207,000  occupied  acres,  was  reclassified  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  expenditure  for  settlement  operations  was  $99,123, 
or  $31.79  per  square  mile. 

New  regular  revenue  settlements  were  sanctioned  in  portions  of 
nine  districts,  including  three  of  the  districts  in  which  settlemeot 
operations  had  been  completed  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  gross 
area  in  which  settlement  was  sanctioned  was  9,994  square  miles  and 
the  occupied  area  3,409,115  acres.  The  new  settlements  are  calculated 
to  produce  an  increase  of  $216,000  in  the  annual  revenue,  or  nearly 
15  per  cent  over  the  expiring  revenue  demand.  Most  of  the  settle- 
ments sanctioned  during  the  year  took  effect  July  1, 1917. 

a  piiblixheU  lu  Con- 


UASEET  FOB  TBACTOBS  IS  CUBA. 

[CoDBUl  Cbarlpg  S.  Wlnana,  Clrafaesas,  Ang.  30.] 
Tliero  is  at  present  an  excellent  market  for  gasoline  and  kerosene 
tractors  in  the  Cienfuogoe  consular  district.  Tliis  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  various  sugar  mills  are  to  a  rapidly  increasing  extent  using 
tractors,  instead  of  oxen,  for  plowing.  A.  fair  idea  as  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  tractors  arc  replacing  oxen  may  be  gained  from  the 
fact  that  an  average  sized  sugar  mill  near  Cicnfuegos,  which  era- 
ployed  two  tractors  during  the  past  year,  now  has  six  in  operation. 
The  greatest  advantage  of  this  modern  method  is  the  saving  of  labor, 
which,  owing  to  the  shortage  thereof  at  the  present  time,  is  very  im- 
portant. Besides  the  work  of  the  tractor-drawn  plow  is  more  uni- 
form than  that  of  plows  drawn  hy  oxen.  These  advantages  mora 
than  outweigh  the  greater  expense  mvolvcd.  Experiments  have  also 
been  made  with  tractors  for  the  hauling  of  the  sugar  cane,  which, 
however,  have  not  proved  very  successful.  It  ajipears  that  all  tnirtore 
in  use  here  at  present  are  manufactured  in  the  United  States. 

It  should  be  stated  in  this  connection  that  the  steam  cable  plo*, 
which  is  operated  by  means  of  a  steel  cable  running  between  two  sta- 
tionary traction  engines,  although  it  has  given  satisfactory  results,  is 
apparently  no  longer  being  purchased,  due,  it  is  stated,  to  the  hi^ 
running  expense  thereof.  C 
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I'KENCH  RED  EABTHENWAEE  ABU  CLAY  FOTIERT. 

[CoDBul  aecrce  A.  Bucklln,  Bori1«aux.] 

Southwestern  France  possesses  some  excellent  workable  deposits  of 
clays,  shales,  and  feldspar,  which  have  been  more  or  less  exploited  by 
native  capital  and  labor,  though  not  to  the  game  extent  as  the  better 
clays  of  northern  and  central  France.  The  latter  ai"e  employed  in 
the  making  of  high-grade  pottery  and  china,  while  the  former  are 
used  only  for  coarser  work  where  beauty  and  style  arc  little  needed. 

The  chief  centers  of  earthenware  manufacture  in  the  Bordeaux 
district  are  in  the  Departments  of  the  Landes  and  Lot-et-Garonne. 
The  leading  industry  of  the  Landes — the  gathering  and  refining 
of  pitches  and  resins — offei-s  a  wide  field  for  the  use  of  small  clay 
receptacles  resembling  the  common  small  flower  pots  of  the  United 
States.  Before  the  war  there  were  about  40  factories  in  that  sec- 
tion making  these  pots,  which  are  fastened  on  the  pine  trees  to 
catch  the  flowing  resin.  Two  of  the  plants  furnished  the  bulk  of 
the  pi-oduction,  but  only  one  of  these  is  now  working  and  that  at 
infrequent  intervals. 
Sella  lot  of  "  Sillao-Ottlcalre  "  a  SpeotaUr- 

Tlie  resin  pots  employed  in  gathering  pitch  are  not  strictly  red- 
clay  ware,  but  are  what  is  known  as  "  silico-calcaire  "  stone,  a  com- 
bination of  clay,  sand,  and  cement,  which  substance  has  the  addi- 
tional feature,  not  found  in  the  clay  pots,  of  being  absolutely  im- 
permeable and  able  to  resist  the  rigors  of  winter  and  rough  service. 
The  main  factory  for  these  is  at  Parentis-en-Born,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  its  product  has  led  to  the  almost  exclusive  use  of  the 
eilico-calcaire  pottery  in  this  industry,  the  only  one  which  would 
have  need  for  important  quantities  of  earthcnwaic  pottery.  These 
pots  are  declared  to  be  much  superior  to  the  ordinary  clay  pots, 
which  too  frequently  suffer  fissures  and  the  coating  on  which  is 
frequently  defective,  thus  permitting  loss  of  the  restn.  The  coat- 
ing on  the  silico-calcairo  pots  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  permits  of 
the  ready  removal  of  deposits  of  resin  which  adhere  thereto,  more 
so  than  is  possible  with  other  kinds.  This  is  an  important  item 
when  one  considers  the  extent  of  the  forests  which  are  tapped  several 
times  annually. 

Aside  from  the  production  of  resin  pots,  there  is  little  clay  manufac- 
ture in  this  region,  although  the  clays  and  shales  of  the  Chalosse  dis- 
trict {rich  deposits  of  whidi  still  remain  unexploited)  arc  easily  adapt- 
able to  the  needs  of  the  ceramic  industry.  They  are  frequently 
shipped  to  more  important  plants  in  northern  France  for  mixing  with 
products  special  to  other  regions.  The  deposits  of  clays  and  shales 
which  extend  between  Samadet  and  Ha^etraau  are  extremely  rich; 
the  kaolin,  so  abundant  at  Gaujacq,  is  being  exploited  b^  the  Vieil- 
iard  factory.  The  white  clay  and  feldspar  extracted  m  the  same 
region  are  largely  shipped  north  to  Vallauris,  the  larger  part  being 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  insulators  and  spark  plugs  on  motors. 
IiodneUon  Dwin4UnK— Outlook  for  AmcrloaB  Ooodi. 

-'In  considering  the  present  condition  of  the  industry,  it  may  be  said, 
first,  that  during  the  past  year  production  has  dwindled  to  practi- 
cally nothing;  for  of  the  40  Landais  factories  operating  before  the 
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■war — they  beiiic  tlic  most  important  producers  of  the  district; — only 
on^  is  now  working,  the  others  having  been  obligeti  to  close  because 
of  the  scarcity  of  labor  and  the  lack  of  demand  for  such  products 
as  they  manufactm-e. 

A  local  member  of  the  Consultative  Committee  of  Economic  Action, 
which  body  is  in  close  touch  with  and  is  carefuliy  investigating 
conditions  in  all  the  industries  of  southwestern  France,  has  stated 
thiit  pottery  manufacture  in  this  section  is  one  industry  which  ap- 
peai-s  to  have  ceased  to  exist  since  the  early  montlis  of  the  war.  No 
tiemnnd  or  use  seems  to  have  been  found  for  this  work  (never  at  any 
time  conducted  on  a  large  scale),  nor  have  the  stocks  of  pots  on  hand 
appreciably  diminished.  Tlie  needs  for  vegetable  and  flower  gi-owing 
have  continiie<l  to  diminish,  and  naturally  there  has  been  no  develop- 
ment in  such  matters  as  style  and  sizes. 

Whether  or  not  there  would  be  a  possibility  for  the  development  of 
a  market  for  American  products  is  a  question  that  will  best  oe  deter- 
mined after  the  war.  For  the  present,  freight  rates,  the  existence 
of  adequate  stock  in  the  local  market,  and  the  bettering  of  the  labor 
question  later  on  are  decidedly  against  it.  It  is  to  be  expected  that, 
with  all  the  raw  material  needed  easily  availnblo  and  factories  still  in 
operating  condition,  the  industry  will  in  time  regain,  in  part,  at  least, 
its  former  activity  and  continue  to  furnish  the  stocky  which  the  local 
market  demands. 
Ho  War  Katerial  Hade. 

Considering  the  matter  from  the  point  of  view  of  its  relation  to 
work  for  the  national  defense  and  the  manufacture  of  pi-oducts  for 
military  use,  it  is  stated  that  there  has  been  almost  no  connection 
between  the  two  fields,  a  fact  which  pi-ohably  is  responsible  in  a 
large  degree  for  tfio  unfavorable  state  of  affairs  just  now.  The 
one  company  which  continues  to  operate,  however,  is  engaged  in 
manufacturing  some  big  jars  and  vessels  for  the  powder  factories  of 
the  Government,  where  they  are  used  to  hold  acids  which  may  not  be 
kept  in  metallic  containers.  By  burning  the  clay  at  an  extremely 
high  temperature  this  factory  has  succeeded  in  making  an  article 
which  series  the  purpose  better  than  any  other,  but  it  partakes  more 
of  the  nature  of  silico-calcaire  ware  than  of  ordinary  red-clay  ware. 
This  alone  seems  to  be  the  extent  to  which  the  clay-pottery  industry 
is  concerned  with  war-material  manufacture. 

ICoDsal  WlUlam  Dulftnr  Huat«r,  NIc?.] 
Cnllnary  Pottery  Hade  at  Nioe. 

The  center  of  the  earthenware  industry  in  the  Nice  consular 
district  is  Vallauris.  The  pottery  produced  there  is  mostly  intended 
for  cidinary  purposes,  and  red  clay  flowerpots  are  not  manufactured 
to  any  great  extent  for  the  following  reasons:  The  clay  used  in  the 
culinary  pottery  is  too  rich  to  be  used  for  flowerpots  without  the  nd- 
mixture  of  sand;  the  price  is  too  low  to  make  their  production  re- 
munerative; and  the  clay  wells  are  situated  too  far  from  the  plants 
and  the  cost  of  fuel  is  too  high  to  permit  competition  with  the  fac- 
tories situated  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mai-seille.  The  consequeoae 
is  that  the  flowerpots  manufactured  hero  are  intended  for  local  use 
and  are  turned  out  only  when  the  orders  for  higher-giade  polteij 
are  not  sufficient  to  fill  the  ovens  regularly-  ;|^ 
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Before  the  war,  the  annual  production  of  flowerpots  was  estimated 
at  10,000  to  15,000  pieces,  and  I  am  informed  that  for  the  year  1917 
the  total  production  was  under  10,000.  The  annual  production  of 
culinary  potterv  was  before  the  war  7.000,000  pieces,  weifihing  20,000 
metric  tons  antl  valued  at  $700,000  to  $800,000,  while  at  pi-csent  only 
half  the  quantity  is  being  produced,  but,  owing  to  the  great  demand, 
the  value  of  the  1917  output  was  estimated  at  $900,000  to  $1,000,000. 

A  comparison  of  the  existing  conditions  of  the  pottery  industry 
in  this  territory  with  conditions  before  the  war  sliows  a  decrease  of 
production  and  an  increase  of  the  market  value  of  the  products.  Bed 
clay  flowerpots  have,  however,  not  greatly  increased  in  value,  and 
this  is  duo  to  the  fact  that  the  local  demand  for  this  commodity  is 
smaller  than  before  the  war. 

IConsul  John  Ball  Osburrc.  Ilnvrc.] 
Xo  LmbI  Production  of  ElowerpoU  is  Bavre. 

N'o  i-od  clay  flowerpots  are  manufactured  in  the  Havre  district. 
All  those  used  here  come  from  the  Vosges  and  Haiitc-Saone, 

Mr,  Achille  Fortcrre,  of  96,  Boulevard  de  Strasbourg,  Havre,  the 
principal  retail  dealer  in  flowerpots  of  all  kinds,  states  that  his 
stock  comes  from  the  Haute-Soane,  where  the  manufacture  is  now 
greatly  i-ediiccd  because  of  the  shortage  of  labor.  His  own  sales  are 
unimportiuit  at  present.  Mr.  Cayeux,  principal  horticulturist  em- 
ploy«)  by  the  municipality  of  Havre,  states  tnat  Vosges  pottery  is 
used  almost  exclusively  by  the  municipality,  and  that  the  produc- 
tion, since  the  outi)reak  oi  war,  has  greatly  diminished.  Mr,  Vau- 
brun,  ft  nurseryman  of  Graville,  a  suburb  of  Havre,  states  that  he 
received  recently  a  carload  of  red  flowerpots  from  the  Vosges,  but 
nothing  from  other  sources. 

Prior  to  tlu  present  war  there  was  a  pottery  at  Blcvillc,  adjoining 
Havre,  which  mcluded  flowerpots  among  its  products.  This  plant 
has  been  clo?ed  since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  Tiie  raw  material 
used  in  the  manufacture  was  extracted  from  a  quarry  in  the  cliffs  by 
the  sen  near  lilevillo.  This  material  was  also  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  chimney-stacks,  coarse  earthenware,  and  kitchen  tiling. 

(CoQsul  GpQcnil  G.  Ble  RQTnUal,  Nontcs-l 
Svpply  af  Pott  OB  iTantes  Market  SmalL 

Duo  to  the  fact  that  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  pots  sold  in 
Nantes  before  the  war  were  manufactured  in  Belgium  and  to  the 
closing  of  many  of  the  local  manufacturing  plants  at  Fuilet  Dore 
(the  center  of  the  industry  in  this  district),  the  quantity  of  pots  now 
put  on  the  market  here  has  been  reduced  by  about  75  per  cent.  An 
appreciably  growing  tendency  to  demand  varnished  pots  for  cut 
flowers  is  the  only  other  change  noticeable. 

It  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  emploj'  the  manufacturing 
plants  in  war  industries,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  them  are  now  closed,  this  closing  being  due  chiefly  to 
lack  of  labor. 

[Consul  General  A.  Gaulla,  Mnrsclllc.J 
Siialnithed  Output  at  Xarseille. 

The  manufacture  of  clay  flowerpots  was  fairly  important  in  the 
Marseille  district  prior  to  the  war,  although  there  were  no  large 
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establishments  devoted  to  tliis  industry.  As  a  reeidt  of  war  condi- 
tions, the  output  has  declined  by  more  than  GO  {ier  cent  as  compared 
with  the  average  production  of  the  years  1911,  1912,  and  1013,  Sev- 
eral plants  have  been  closed,  and  the  output  of  the  others  has  fallen 
below  normal,  owinp  to  the  scarcity  of  labor  and  coal. 

One  of  the  principal  estahlishments  in  the  district  has  been  suc- 
cessfidly  manufacturing  during  the  past  year  earthemvare  supplies 
for  hospital  uiie.  No  other  new  uses  have  been  developed  thus  far 
for  the  regular  line,  and  no  noticeable  changes  arc  repoi-ted  ia  tliQ 
demand  for  different  styles  of  pots. 

IVlTO  ConRul  Oradji  CorlJltt,  Ljoii.l 
War  Affects  Output  In  Lyon  Siitrlct. 

The  war  has  cut  down  materially  the  production  of  red  earthen- 
ware flowerpots  in  the  Lyon  district.  In  a  great  many  instances  the 
manufacturers  have  closed  their  plants  altogether  because  of  a  lack 
of  proper  labor.  It  is  estimated  that  the  demand  for  flowerpots  haa 
decreased,  since  the  war  began,  15  per  cent  in  the  Department  of 
Saone-et-Loire  and  as  much  as  &0  per  cent  in  the  Department  of 
Hhone,  where  the  sale  is  usually  the  largest  of  any  of  the  depart- 
ments in  the  district. 

For  the  most  part,  there  have  been  no  noticeable  changes  in  the 
styles  and  sizes  of  pots  asked  for  arising  from  a  change  in  the  demand 
for  cut  flowers  as  distinguished  from  potted  plants.  It  was  reported 
from  the  Department  of  Saone-et-Loire  that  the  present  call  is  for 
pots  10  to  22  centimeters  in  diameter  (cent! meter =0.3937  inch), 
while  the  sale  of  sizes  from  3  to  10  centimeters  and  2»  to  50  centi- 
meters is  almost  nil. 

(CoDtiul  E.  L.  Itcllijle,  Limoges,] 

Friees  Double  fn  llnoKu  District 

The  leading  horticulturist  of  Limoges  states  that  in  1914  there 
were  several  small  potteries  in  this  part  of  the  country  making 
various  eiirtlienware  articles,  among  them  flowerpots.  None  of  these 
are  now  in  operation  because  of  lack  of  labor,  and  the  consumer 
referred  to  now  gets  his  supply  of  flowerpots  from  the  Department 
of  Saone-et-Loire, 

I  was  shown  the  difference  between  the  locally  made  flowerpots 
and  those  from  the  Saone-et-Loire  region.  The  latter  are  of  red  clay 
and  very  durable  when  compared  with  those  from  this  immediate 
neighborhood.  These  are  grayish  in  color  and  the  firing  does  not 
harden  them  sufScienlly,  although  they  are  made  in  thicker  uioldi 
than  those  of  red  clay  produced  in  Saone-et-Loire, 

As  in  the  case  of  all  otlier  articles  flowerpots  have  advanced  to 
double  tlie  prices  prevailing  in  1914,  and  orders  are  filled  only  after 
long  delays. 

[Consul  Alliro  L.  BucQell,  Boueo.] 

Manufacture  Ceased  In  Eouen  District  Betore  the  War. 

The  manufacture  of  red  clay  flowerpots  ceased  in  the  Bouen  dis- 
trict some  time  b<rfore  the  beginning  of  the  war,  they  being  fonoefly 
protluccd  at  Ija  Ilayc  Mallierbe,  Department  of  Eiire,  and  at  ^au- 
luont-Ia-Potoric,  Department  of  Seine-Infericure.     Even  before  tUe 
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war  this  product  was  supplied  to  this  region  of  France  by  a  firm  in 
Kamberviliiers,  Department  of  Vosgcs.  At  present,  however,  flower 
dealers  and  horticulturists  here  afo  dt^ending  on  existing  stocks  dhd 
are  reducing  tlieir  consumption  as  much  as  possible — they  being  un- 
abio  to  obtain  these  goods  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  the  de- 
mand— by  requiring  the  return  of  used  pots  whenever  possible. 

Local  dealers  would  purchase  flowerpots  from  any  source  where 
they  could  be  procured. 

[CoBTOl  Thomu  D.  Dcvii^  Grenoble.] 

The  flowerpot  industry  is  of  minor  importance  in  the  Grenoble 
consular  district,  there  being  only  four  small  concerns  engaged  in  it. 
The  war,  with  its  resultant  scarcity  of  certain  raw  materials,  lack  of 
coal,  ana  transportation  difficulties,  has  caused  a  reduction  of  about 
40  per  cent  from  the  average  production  of  the  years  1911,  1912, 
and  1913. 

Because  of  the  small  stocks  carried  by  the  potteries  of  the  district, 
and  because  of  the  limited  size  of  the  plants  themselves,  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  nse  their  raw  material  or  their  equipment  directly 
or  indirectly  for  war  purposes. 


COHSTBUCnOir  OF  A  XODESN  HOTEL  IV  CIEKFUE€K)S. 

[Consul  Charlea  S.  WIdsbb,  ClenCaeEoa,  Cuba,  Auc.  29.] 
Plans  have  just  been  completed  for  the  construction  in  Cieof  u^os 
of  a  modern  hotel,  the  building  of  which  will  cost  $350,000.  The 
hotel  will  be  a  fonr-story  affair  and  will  have  120  guest  rooms.  The 
site  selected  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Boullon  and  San  Carlos 
Streets,  facing  the  Parque  Marti.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  owners 
to  make  the  hotel  in  question  the  most  modern  one  on  the  island  of 
Cuba.  Work  is  to  be  commenced  on  or  about  November  1,  1918, 
and,the  hotel  is  to  be  opened  to  the  public  in  the  fall  of  1919,  in  time 
for  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  city  of  Cienfuegos.  The 
plans  for  the  hotel  have  been  made  by  an  American  architect. 

American  firms  exporting  refrigerators,  elevatorSj  window  casings, 
timber,  lumber,  hardware,  etc,  who  are  interested  m  obtaining  con- 
cessions, should  correspond,  in  Spanish  if  possible,  with  the  address 
on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  dis- 
trict or  cooperative  offices.     [Refer  to  file  No.  105500.] 


SABISH  SUBSnTTTTE  FOS.  TIN  BOXES.' 

Two  sample  pasteboard  boxes  manufactured  in  Demnaik  nmier 
the  name  "  Metaloid  "  and  used  as  a  substitute  for  tin  boxes  have 
been  receivedv  from  Commercial  Attach^  Erwin  W.  Thompson,  of 
Copenhagen.  The  manufacturers  expect  to  make  boxes  of  this  sort 
suitable  n)r  the  packing  of  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  fruits,  fish,  etc 
The  particular  samples  sent  are  intended  tor  the  packiii|;  of  shoe 
polish  and  are  Uued  one  with  tin  foil  and  one  with  lead  foiL  These 
ma^  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe 
or  its  district  offices  upon  reference  to  file  No.  20180. 
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HOSERK  HOSIEKT  KHX  AT  6HAV0HAI. 

[EKlract  from  Bhanglml  Gowtto,  trnnmnmal  hy  Con-iul  M.  V.  Ptfrklps.  ehangbal,  CtalDLl 

Another  mill  is  added  to  the  vJlrioiis  mills  and  factories  in  the 
Yiingtzst'poo  district  (whicli  lists  become  the  veritable  industrial 
"center  of  Shiingliai,  imd  of  China,  for  that  matter),  the  Pioneer  Knit- 
ting Mill  at  1U50  Knngoon  Koad.  Thiii  mill  is  the  first  modern  one 
of  its  kind,  organized  to  knit  both  cotton  and  silk  hosiery.  Its  capi- 
tal is  100,000  taels  ($110,000  at  present  exThange).  and  its  manu- 
factures are  exported  to  Singapore,  the  Straits  Settlements,  and 
Tientsin  and  Hanl^ow,  as  well  as  to  the  more  remote  centers  in  Szech- 
wan  and  Manchuria.  It  was  in  fnll  operation  in  January  last,  and 
already  (he  demand  is  exceeding  its  production.  The  present  output 
is  400  dozen  daily,  but  it  is  expected  to  increase  the  production  to 
1,000  dozen  per  day,  wlien  the  balance  of  machinery  ordered  in  the 
United  States  arrives,  making  this  hosiery  mill  the  largest  in  China. 

The  owner  of  the  factory  is  Mr.  W.  Y.  Zia,  a  graduate  of  Sheffield 
University,  England,  at  one  time  a  local  superintendent  of  the  Shang- 
hai-Hangchow  Railroad;  and  the  prime  mover  is  his  nephew,  Mr. 
Z.  Z.  Zia,  a  textile  engineer,  a  graduate  of  Columbia  University,  1914. 

Mr,  Zia  states  that  mercerizmg  machinery,  turning  out  something 
like  2,000  pounds  of  cotton  varn  a  day,  is  expected  to  arrive  shortly. 
Still  another  new  feature  which  will  bo  added  to  tlie  mill  will  be  the 
machines  for  turning  out  paper  boxes,  producing  4,000  boxes  a  day. 
This  machine  has  arrived  and  will  be  set  up  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. A  silk-throwing  machine  is  also  expected  soon,  when  the 
manufacture  of  silk  liosiery  will  be  commenced. 


FBICE  07  HEAT  DT  QUEENSLAHD. 

[CoDi'iil  OGiipnil  J.  I.  BrlltalD,  SydDPy,  AustmlM.  July   SO.I 

Tlie  Government  of  Queensland  has  an  arrangement  with  the  vari- 
ous meat  companies  in  that  State  to  supply  a  definite  portion  of  their 
beef  for  home  consumption  at  0  cents  per  poimd,  instead  of  at  the  ex- 
port price  of  9  cents  per  pound.  The  same  arrangements  apply'also 
to'mutton,  the  price  fixed  for  it  being  SJ  cents  per  pound. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  present  prices  of  meat  for  home  consump- 
tion in  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  Tasmania,  and  South  Australia, 
are  at  least  100  per  cent  higher  than  they  were  in  1913. 


Market  for  Photographic  Films, 

Consul  General  Albert  Ilalstead  reports  from  Stockliolm,  Sweden, 

that  the  only,  photographic  fihns  for  pocket  cameras  on  the  Swedish 

market  are  those  of  German  manufacture  and  of  poor  quality,  and 

that  the  maiket  for  films  for  kodaks  or  i)Ocket  cameras  is  large. 
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□structlon    ot   molytidcDuni    snielt- 
relgii   trade  opportunities lllH 


ATTGUST  FOBEIGK  TRADE  BREAKS  RECORDS. 

Both  imports  and  exports  of  merchandise  were  greater  during 
August  than  in  any  previous  August  in  the  history  of  American 
foreign  trade,  according  to  an  announcement  to-day  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce. 

Imports  amounted  to  $273,000,000,  an  increase  of  $5,000,000  over 
August,  1917,  and  $31,000,000  over  July  of  this  year.  During  the 
eight  months  ended  with  August,  imports  were  $2,060,000,000,  a 
slight  increase  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1917. 

Exports  increased  from  $508,000,000  in  July  to  $529,000,000  in 
Amgiist,  as  compared  with  $488,000,000  in  August,  1917.  During  the 
first  Giglit  months  of  tliis  year  exports  totaled  $4,012,000,000,  a  de- 
crease of  $138,000,000  as  compared  with  a  similar  period  in  1917. 

Imports  of  gold,  slightly  over  $1,500,000,  were  less  during  August 
than  in  any  month  for  over  15  J'ears,  and  for  the  eight  months 
amounted  to  $54,000,000  as  against  $524,000,000  last  year.  Exports 
of  gold  were  also  small,  being  $3,277,000,  compared  with  $46,000,000 
for  August,  1917.  During  the  eight  months  the  exports  amounted 
to  only  $32,000,000,  compared  with  $318,000,000  in  1917. 

Exports  of  silver  broke  all  records  for  the  month  of  August,  being 
over  $23,000,000,  as  against  $7,500,000  for  August,  1917,  and  $157,- 
600,000  for  the  eight  months,  compared  with  $52,000,000  for  the 
eight  months  of  1917.  Imports  of  silver  were  $7,265,000  in  August 
and  $47,600,000  for  the  eight  months,  as  compared  with  $5,680,000 
and  $27^50,000,  respectively,  for  similar  periods  in  1917. 


AXrSTRALIAlT  WOOL  TRADE  QTIIET. 

[Ilairard  A.  Treat,  secretDr;  to  comoierclal  attach^,  Melbourne,  Aug.  :i,I 

Tliere  is  practically  nothing  doing  in  the  Australian  wool  trade 
just  now,  pending  the  appraisemonts  for  the  1918-19  season.  Shejir- 
ing  is  now  in  progress  on  the  MurrumbJdgce  and  the  wool  is  com- 
mencing to  come  in  in  small  lots.  Advance  samjiles  indicate  th.it  the 
general  growth  and  condition;  are  good. 

78028'— 18  1038        |c 
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COKVENTXOn  OF  HEXIGAH  CHAHBEBS  OF  OOIHHEBCE. 

A  cablegram  from  Vice  Consul  Joseph  W.  Rowe,  in  charge  at 
Mexico  City,  announces  the  opening  there  on  September  14  of  the 
session  of  the  National  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Delegates  are  pres- 
ent from  the  chambers  of  commerce  of  Cordoba,  Saltillo,  Tabasco, 
Irapuato,  Leon,  Torreon,  Ciiidad  Juarez,  Pachuca,  Tulancingo,  Te- 
huacan,  Orizaba,  Tampico,  Aguascfllientes,  Toluca,  San  Luis  Potosi, 
Mathulia,  Piiebla,  Niievo  Laredo,  Vera  Cruz,  Zacatecns,  Guadalajara, 
Monterey,  Amera  Jalisco,  Morolia,  Mazatlan,  Dnrango,  Colima,  Cam- 
peche.  Mexico  City,  and  from  the  American,  French,  and  German 
chambers  of  commerce  in  Mexico  City.  The  newspaper  El  Universal 
announces  that  Mexican  delegates  are  coming  from  the  United  States. 

Vice  Consul  Bowe  cables  that  according  to  the  newspapers  the 
following  are  the  topicsj  which  will  have  chief  consideration  by  the 
ses-sion :  The  reestablishment  of  Mexican  transportation ;  tiie  develop- 
ment of  domestic  industries  and  foreign  commerce;  and  the  impor- 
tation of  news  print  to  Mexico.  The  list  of  Mexican  cities  repre- 
sented at  the  convention  is  gratif^nng  from  the  point  of  view  of  those 
intei-ested  in  the  creation  of  stnb'le  business  conditions  in  the  Repub- 
lic. All  the  Mexican  States  of  any  commercial  importance  are  rep- 
resented with  the  exception  of  Sinaloa  and  Chihuahua  in  the  north 
and  Yucatan  in  the  south. 

The  Mexican  Department  of  Commerce  has  fostered  the  formation 
of  chambers  of  commerce  in  Mexicjin  cities  and  plans  to  make  of 
them  an  organization  through  which  official  encouragement  and 
supervision  will  be  extended  to  Mexican  business. 


NECESSITY  OF  RESTBICTINO  CHEISIHAS  BUYINQ. 

The  Council  of  National  Defense  authorizes  the  following  state- 
ment :  ' 

The  Council  of  National  Defense  has  heretofore  emphasized  the 
necessity  of  restricting  Christmas  buying  during  the  coming  fall 
for  certain  specific  reasons  which  it  has  stated.  These  reasons  are 
in  brief  the  necessity  for  saving  labor  and  material  in  the  manwfac- 
twrc  and  sale  of  Christmas  gifts  and  of  saving  the  transporf«tion 
and  delivery  facilities  necessarily  involved  in  the  large  volume  of 
Christmas  purchases. 

After  conference  with  representatives  of  leading  industries  and 
retail  interests  concerned,  it  is  found  that  the  manufacture  of  goods 
for  the  coming  holiday  season  has  been  substantially  completed,  that 
the  transportation  of  the  goods  to  the  point  of  sale  is  also  largely 
done  and  that  much  of  the  material  used  for  Christmas  purchases, 
especially  in  the  mi>nufactiire  of  toys,  is  the  waste  material  derived 
from  prior  processes  of  manufacture, 
Asststsnce  of  Ketall  Interesti  PramlEcd. 

The  retail  interests  represented  at  the  conference  have  agreed  not 
to  increase  their  working  force  by  reason  of  the  holiday  business 
over  the  average  force  employed  by  them  throughout  the  year  and 
not  to  increase  the  normal  working  hours  of  their  force  during  the 
Christmas  season.  They  also  agreed  to  use  their  utmost  efforts  to 
confine  Christmas  giving,  except  for  vonng  children,  to  useful  ar- 
ticles, and  to  spi-ead  tlie  period  for  holiday  purchases  over  the  months 
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of  October,  November,  and  December.  In  order  to  relieve  the  trans- 
portation facilities  of  the  country  from  a  congesition  in  the  latter 
half  of  December,  which  would  be  so  hurtful  to  the  interests  of  the 
Nation  that  it  can  not  be  permitted,  the  retail  interests  represented 
at  this  hearing  have  agreed  to  cooperate  further  in  the  campaign 
heretofore  and  now  being  carried  on  under  the  nuspices  of  the  War 
Industries  Board  to  restrict  deliveries  and  to  induce  their  customers 
to  carry  their  own  packages  wherever  possible. 

The  retail  interests  to  which  reference  has  been  made  have  further 
agreed  to  make  an  announcement  to  the  above  substantial  effect  in 
their  advertisements  commencing  in  early  September  and  repeating 
same  weekly  thereafter.  The  above  suggestions  if  faithfully  ana 
loyally  put  into  effect  throughout  the  country  will  make  possible  a 
continuance  of  the  holiday  custom  without  endangering  the  national 
interests  thereby. 
Cooperation  ITecesEarr  on  Fart  of  Sellers  and  Bnyeri. 

The  Council  of  National  Defense  will  cooperate  in  carrying  out  the 
suggested  measures.  It  looks  to  organized  business  bodies  of  every 
nature  and  throughout  the  country  actively  to  join  in  the  movement 
as  providing  means  whereby  that  cooperation  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  can  be  had  which  alone  will  permit  the  continu- 
ance of  holiday  business  in  such  form,  on  such  scale,  and  by  such 
methods  as  are  consistent  with  the  national  welfare.  This  announce- 
ment is  definitely  conditioned  upon  loyal  and  thorough  cooperation 
in  spirit  and  in  letter  on  the  part  of  sellers  and  buyers  throughout 
the  country. 

The  merchants  appearing  before  the  council  were  brought  together 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States  acting  through  its 
general  secretary,  Elliot  Goodwin,  and  their  names  are  as  follows: 

N.  M,  Henderson,  tlie  Henderson- Hoy t  Co.,  Oahkosh,  Wis.,  nierohant 

A.  S.  Campbell,  Louis  Meyer  &  Son,  glove  ninnufacturers  of  New  York. 

Charles  Hiird,  Jordnn-Mareh  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  buyer  of  hosiery. 

C.  G,  Nutting,  Mtirshnll  Field  &  Co.,  Chlcaso,  III.,  bu.ver  of  linndkerchlefs. 

Harry  T.  Grand,  Slareball  Field  &  Co.,  Chicngo,  111.,  buyer  of  toys. 

A.  C.  Gilbert,  A.  O.  Gilbert  Co,,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  manufacturer  of  toys. 

Victor  W.  Sincere,  Bailey  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  niercliant. 

R  L,  Howe,  secretary  and  trenaurer  Notional  Retail  Dry  Gooila  Association, 
represcntlnir  600  dry  go<M3s  nntl  derartment  stores  of  the  country. 

Jnnips  B.  Keynolds.  Washington.  D.  O.,  attorney  for  the  toy  mauufacturers. 

H.  C.  Ives.  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  toys. 

Albert  T.  Schnrps,  treasurer  Lionel!  Manufncturlns  Co.,  New  York,  toys. 

Fletcher  I>.  Dotlge,  secretary  Toy  Manufacturers'  Association  of  America. 

COTTON  SEED  HECEIVED  AND  CRTISHED  DTTKIWa  AUGUST. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  seed  received  at  mills  in  the  United  States 
during  the  month  of  August  was  14C,03C  tons,  according  to  a  pre- 
liminary report  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of 
Commerce.  This  does  not  include  36,375  tons  on  hand  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  month,  nor  1,48G  tons  reshipped.  During  the  month 
45,729  tons  of  seed  were  crushed,  and  136,082  tons  were  on  hand  on 
August  31. 

The  production  of  crude  oil  was  12,383,734  pounds;  refined  oil, 
12,447,072  pounds;  cake  and  meal,  21,753  tons;  hulls,  11,145  tons; 
linters,  13,231  bales ;  and  hull  fiber,  28,477  bales.  On  August  31  stocks 
of  crude  oil  were  10,420,132  pounds,  and  of  refined  oil,  195,665^23 
pounds.  ^ .  C 
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HEZICO'S'ITEV  lEFABTHUNT  OT  IBDnSTEY,  COHKESCE,  ABI 
LABOB. 

[Prepared  by  tbc  rAtln  American  Dli-talna,  Tturoati  of  Foreign  and  DoniMtlc  Commerce.) 

The  receipt  of  the  first  miiiibpr  of  the  "Bolctin  de  Comercio,"  the 
monthly  publication  to  be  itsued  by  the  Department  of  Industry, 
Commerce,  and  Labor,  of  the  Mexican  Government  at  Mexico  City, 
gives  a  general  review  of  the  functions  of  this  department,  which 
will  be  of  interest  to  American  firms  who  wish  to  do  business  in 
Mexico. 

The  Department  of  Commerce,  a  name  used  generally  in  place  of 
the  full  title,  is  located  in  Mexico  City  at  la  General  Jesus  Carranza, 
num.  12,  Mexico  D.  F.  It  is  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Alberto  J. 
Fani,  an  engineer  by  profession,  who  has  been  well  known  in  the 
reconstruction  work  which  the  C!onstitutionalist  Goverrunent  of  Mex- 
ico has  been  carrying  out  since  the  restoration  of  order  began  in  1914. 
Mr.  Pani  successfully  discharged  duties  as  the  manag;er  of  the  Mexi- 
can State  railway  system,  and,  no  doubt,  under  his  supervision  the 
Department  of  Commerce  will  be  a  strong  force  for  the  rehabilita- 
tion of  Mexico's  business. 
Organized  into  Four  Sections. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  is  organized  into  four  sections,  those 
of  internal  oommerce,  external  commerce,  insurance,  and  publications 
and  statistics.  The  section  of  internal  conuneroe  is  charged  with  the 
task  of  cooperating  with  the  chambers  of  commerce  existing  in  the 
Eepublic  and  aiding  them  to  secure  the  best  possible  development  of 
general  internal  trade;  it  will  endeavor  also  to  bring  about  a  concep- 
tion of  business  ethics  which  will  bring  more  closely  together  the 
interests  of  business  and  that  of  the  working  people  or  proletariat; 
it  has  charge  of  the  organization  and  conduct  of  the  congress  of  mer- 
chants, the  first  of  which,  at  the  initiative  of  Mi-,  Pani,  was  he^d 
last  July ;  it  promotes  the  production  of  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials, 
and  it  is  charged  with  the  dissemination  of  information  regarding 
internal  trade,  stock  companies,  stock  exchanges,  and  the  compilation 
of  freight  tariffs — all  of  which  information  it  will  distribute  to  the 
press  or  anyone  who  is  interested.  It  has  in  its  charge  the  conmier- 
cial  museum,  formerly  the  technological  and  industrial  museum  of 
the  City  of  Mexico,  and  the  Advanced  School  of  Commerce  and 
Administration. 

The  section  of  external  commerce  has  the  general  purpose  of  bring- 
ing to  the  knowledge  of  the  outside  world  facts  relating  to  the  prod- 
ucts of  Mexico  anfl  of  aiding  in  mercantile  interchange  with  other 
countries.  It  has  in  its  care  the  permanent  expositions  of  Mexican 
commodities,  kept  in  the  Mexican  consulates;  and  the  acquisition 
of  samples  and  data  regarding  them.  Through  the  Mexican  con- 
sular and  diplomatic  services  it  collects  information  on  foreign 
markets  and  transmits  them  to  Mexican  trade.  In  tlie  case  of  inter- 
national expositions,  it  looks  after  Mexico's  interests,  and  it  keeps 
in  touch  with  commercial  agents  from  other  countries  accredited 
to  Mexico.  It  will  maintain  special  commercial  registers,  which  will 
contain  information  as  to  the  foreign  markets  for  Mexican  raw 
materials  and  manufactures,  for  the  u^  of  Mexican  business  men. 

The  section  of  insurance  will  keep  statistics  of  all  classes  of  in- 
surance— ^life,  accident,   and   fire.     It  will   compile   annual   figures 
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showing  the  premiums  collected  by  all  companies,  the  conditions  of 
reser\'es,  table  of  claims  awaiting  payment,  dower  policies  expired, 
cancellations  and  annulments  or  policies,  renewals,  nnd  a  reconl 
of  the  visits  of  examination  which  are  made  to  the  companies  and 
accounts  of  their  financial  condition — in  general  all  actuarial  func- 
tions which  will  enable  the  section  eventually  to  form  a  table  of 
mortality  for  Mexico.  In  addition  the  section  of  insurance  is  em- 
powered to  exercise  a  precautionary  vigilance  on  behalf  of  the  people, 
and  in  case  of  improper  conduct,  to  a^iime  control  of  any  company 
should  they  have  renfion  to  think  that  it  is  in  a  dangerous  condition, 

Tho  section  of  publications  and  statistics  is  concerned  with  the 
gathering  of  statistics  relating  to  all  the  trade  of  Mexico;  it  will  keep 
a  list  of  the  producers  of  raw  materials  as  well  as  manufacturers  of 
Mexico,  and  it  will  publish  the  monthly  "Boletin  de  Comercio," 
whicli  will  be  an  organ  of  the  department  in  general  dedicated  to 
the  promotion  of  Mexican  commerce. 
SoperrtBloii  of  the  Chamlieri  of  Commeree. 

An  activity  of  the  section  of  the  inferior  commerce  not  mentioned 
above  is  gone  into  in  greater  detail  after  the  general  description  of 
the  department's  function.  This  refers  to  the  supervision  of  the 
chambers  of  commerce  of  Mexican  cities,  which  are  expected  to  be 
the  means  of  closer  communication  between  the  Govermnent  and 
local  business. 

A  list  of  Mexican  chambers  of  commerce  which  have  complied  in 
all  details  with  the  law  of  1D08.  regarding  the  formation  and  func- 
tions of  such  bodies,  and  may  be  considered  to  have  a  semi-official 
cnaracter,  and  ai'«i  a  list  of  certain  other  chambers  of  commeree  enu- 
merated in  the  Boletin  dc  Comercio  as  not  of  official  character,  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  9272.  It  is 
believed  that  these  chambers  of  commerce  will  be  useful  sources  of 
information  to  American  business  interests. 


KEW  COTTON  ABD  WOOLEN  IQILS  IN  VICIOSIA. 

Illoward  A.  Tn-at,  socrelnry  to  commcrclnl  Bttnch*,  Uplbaurup,  AnstmlU.  Aii~.  n,] 

Plans  have  been  submitted  covering  the  erection  of  spinning  and 
knitting  plants  at  Coburp,  Victoria,  near  Melbourne.  The  plans 
show  that  the  buildings  will  cover  39,000  square  feet.  Among  other 
conveniences  they  include  up-to-dale  Ititchen  and  immense  dining 
rooms  for  employees.  Already  a  large  number  of  men  are  engaged 
on  the  foundation,  and  large  sheds  have  been  temporarily  erected  to 
receive  some  of  the  machinery  now  en  route.  The  company  intends 
to  proceed  at  an  early  date  with  tho  erection  of  100  cottages  for 
workmen. 

A  firm,  registered  as  the  Yarra  Falls  Spinning  Co.  (Pty.  Ltd.), 
has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  erei-ting  a  woo!  scouring,  comb- 
ing, and  spinning  plant  at  Abbotsford,  a  suburb  of  Melbourne,  One 
of  tiie  leading  English  textile  firms  has  an  interest  in  the  concern, 
which  is  capitalized  at  £200.000.  It  is  understood  that  through  the 
influence  of  this  Knclii^h  firm  it  will  be  possible  to  procui-e  the 
necessary  carding  and  spioning  machinery. 
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INC&EASINa  TIN  IMPORTS. 

Imports  of  (in  ore  into  tliis  country  continue  to  gain,  3.499  long 
tons  appenring  in  tlie  July  figures  as  ugninst  1.932  tons  in  July,  1917. 
Tlio  increase  is  still  nioie  apparent  from  a  comparison  of  the  imports 
for  the  first  seven  niontlis  of  the  present  calendar  year  compared 
with  the  same  period  in  1917.  They  amounted  to  13.096  long  tons 
for  the  1918  period,  compared  with  4,797  tons  for  the  1917  period. 

While  imports  of  pig  tin  during  the  month  of  July,  amounting 
to  15,567,607  pounds,  3iow  a  considerable  increase  over  the  July, 
1917,  imports  of  only  10.348,323  pounds,  nevertheless  an  importation 
of  88,452.23^  pounds  during  the  seven  niontlis  ended  July  31,  1918, 
shows  a  decrease  as  compai-cd  with  90,35OUJ00  pounds  during  the  first 
seven  months  of  1917.  The  following  comparison  of  the  Imports  of 
pin  tin  is  interesting. 


Imports  Irom— 

■w 

'H'- 

(+)orde- 

3:oij:!3o 

3,823,(04 

Pmindt. 

-n,m.m 

-7  771  !,3Q 

+2',xm,m 

The  phenomenal  increase  of  324  per  cent  in  imports  of  pig  tin  frcSn 
couotnes  which  have  not  heretofore  been  considered  of  any  impor- 
tance as  suppliers  of  this  commodity  is  ahnost  entirely  traceable  to 
increased  sliipments  from  Japan,  which  averaged  500,000  pounds 
monthly  during  June  and  July. 

Our  total  tin  imports  for  the  seven  months,  computing  all  ores  as 
containing  60  per  cent  of  metal,  were  106,053,256  pounds,  or  at  the 
rate  of  81,163  long  tons  per  annum,  which  squares  very  nicely  with 
the  recent  allocation  to  us  by  the  Interallied  Tin  Conference,  sitting 
in  London,  of  80,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  continued  progress  of  the  smelting  of  tin  ores  in  this  country 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  almost  17  per  cent  of  our  total  fin  imports 
during  the  first  seven  months  of  1918  came  to  us  in  the  form  of  ores, 
as  compared  with  only  13  per  cent  during  the  fiscal  year  which  ended 
Juno  30,  1918. 


PORT  ELIZABETH  PBODUCE  UABEET  FOR  TTTNE. 

[Consul  JobD  W.  Dye,  Port  Elizabeth.  South  ACrici,  Jul;  10.) 

During  the  first  part  of  the  month  of  June  there  was  no  change 
in  the  Port  Elizabctli  wool  market.  There  continued  to  be  a  good 
demand  for  superior  snow  whites  and  grease  wools,  long  and  snort 
and  free  from  fault.  Heavy  and  faulty  lots  were  dull.  Combing 
wools  were  slow  of  sale  throughout  the  month,  as  there  was  little  de- 
mand from  American  and  Japanese  buyers.  Toward  the  end  of  the 
month  the  market  took  on  a  quieter  tone.    Much  now  depends  on 
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whether  the  Imperial  GoTemment's  wool  piirclmse  Bchemc  is  renewed 
this  season, 

BhUhk  FtIcm  for  Wool  and  Hobalr. 

The  following  prices  ruled  at  the  end  of  the  month : 


Qiadt. 

Price  ror 
pound. 

Crado. 

%"n§- 

BDOir  whites: 

Iso-  '.to 

.SB-    .« 
.33-    .W 

GwiM.  Uroo: 

^^ort.lig.M™ 

The  mohair  market  in  general  was  distinctly  qnieter  during  the 
month.  Special  lots  of  summer  firsts  and  kids  remained  firm,  but 
for  ordinary  lots  and  mixed  hair  there  was  no  demand.  There 
were  many  withdrawals  at  the  public  auctions.  Prices  ruling  at  the 
end  of  the  month  were  as  follows: 


Grad*. 

Pt<mi:« 
pound. 

(inidg. 

■Ssr 

J0.S2-W.5! 
'.30-    ^38 

""■Si,.,.,,    

Hide  and  Skin  Market. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  month  a  good  demand  continued  for 
all  classes  of  e^klns,  but  the  hide  market  was  very  dull  throughout 
the  month. 

Owing  to  the  announcement  of  the  canceling  of  all  old  licenses  for 
the  importation  of  skins  and  hides  into  the  United  States  after 
the  middle  of  June,  the  market  became  decidedly  easier  in  all  classes. 
Wooled  sheepskins  wore  least  affected  on  account  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment's buying  them  at  fixed  rates.  The  following  prices  ruling 
at  tlie  end  of  the  month  must  be  considered  more  or  less  nominal : 


Grade. 

pcrp^. 

flrads. 

Price 
per  pound. 

"^S^SX 

MU 

S  ixiunis  snd  over  and  sun  dried. 

QidfB: 

' 

Cape  skins  were  quoted  at  $0.84  to  $1.32  each. 


Goo<; 


.glc 
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GENEBAl  BUSINESS  AKD  CROF  CONSITIOKS  DT  HALAOA. 

fVlce  Cansul  Edirard  J.  Norton,  Malaga,  Spain.  July  31.] 

Not  in  many  years  has  general  business  been  less  active  than  at 
this  writing  or  have  Malaga  exporters  been  faced  with  such  an  un- 
settled and  generally  discouraging  prospect  for  an  approaching  ship- 
ping season. 

Des^)ite  the  heavy  stocks  of  olive  oil  now  in  warehouses  there  is 
very  little  outward  movement  in  this  product.  The  demand  from 
Latin  America  has  been  much  reduced  by  reason  of  the  high  prices 
quoted  rather  than  because  of  restricted  transportation  facilities,  and 
there  are  apparently  serious  difficulties  which  have  kept  back  the. 
large  orders  that  were  expected  from  France  and  Great  Britain. 
Difflcnltles  of  the  OUtc  Oil,  Almond,  and  Baliln  llarket. 

There  was  a  great  increase  in  last  year's  production  of  oil,  and 
present  conditions  point  to  another  heavy  crop  yield.  So  there  is 
no  question  of  limitation  of  supply.  The  increase  in  prices,  there- 
fore, has  created  a  serious  problem  in  the  olive-oil  trade.- 

Tho  present  high  level  of  price  began  with  the  insistent  demand 
for  oil  that  reached  this  and  other  Spanish-producing  centers— a  de- 
mand based  on  the  world's  shortage  of  fats.  Prices  commenced  to 
rise  and  the  rise  was  accelerated  by  speculation.  But  the  price  in- 
crease was  advanced  too  far.  High  freights  added  enormously  to 
delivered  costs;  quotations  in  sterling  or  dollars  had  to  be  worked 
out  at  exchange  rates  ruling  against  these  currencies,  and  to  price- 
making  calculations  the  seller  was  obliged  to  add  the  export  duties. 
The  result  was  that  oil-consuming  countries  found  they  could  not 
import  except  at  prohibitive  costs. 

ftotwitlistanding  the  unfavorable  situation  and  the  inability  to 
ex[>ort  as  freely  as  in  former  yeare,  olive-oil  prices  are  being  firmly 
maintained.  There  is  considerable  uneasiness  in  the  market,  how- 
ever, and  a  reaction  to  lower  prices  may  shortly  set  in. 

In  other  lines  of  export  the  business  outlook  is  decidedly  unfavor- 
able. Governmental  import  restrictions  in  the  United  States,  Great 
Britain,  and  Canada  and  the  effect  of  the  sugar  shortage  may  oper- 
ato  to  cut  down  the  volume  of  almond  exports.  Selected  grades  of 
Muscatel  raisins,  as  a  nonessential,  may  also  be  affected  by  regula- 
tions licensing  imports. 
Lack  of  TranipoTtatlon  Facilities. 

On  the  other  hand  the  export  of  all  local  products  will  probably 
be  more  restricted  througli  the  lock  of  transportation  facilities. 
Steamship  service  to  the  iJnited  States  lias  been  irregular  and  uncer- 
tain for  months  past,  and  may  be  more  uncertain  for  the  balance  of 
the  year.  Vessels  loading  for  British  ports  are  restricted  to  priority 
cargoes,  and  almonds,  raisins,  and  perhaps  other  agricultural  prod- 
ucts may  be  declined.  It  is  impossible  at  this  Writing  for  exporters 
to  obtain  any  information  regarding  shipping  connections  for  Aus- 
tralia or  South  African  ports. 
Crop  Condition! — Almondi  and  Baislns. 

In  contrast  with  the  foregoing,  weather  conditions  have  improved 
the  farm  outlook.   The  condition  of  chief  crops  which  will  commencs 
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to  be  gathered  or  offei'ecl  for  export  within  the  next  month  or  six 
weeks  are  reported  as  follows: 

Final  estimates  of  Jordan  almonds  indicate  that  the  outturn  ^11 
bo  very  satisfactory.  The  Valencia  variety  will  be  in  large  supply. 
Unless  there  is  considerable  improvement  in  exchange  rates,  prices 
for  new-crop  almoiuis  to  foreign  buyers  are  likely  to  be  high. 

Hopes  of  a  good  crop  are  encouraged  by  late  reports  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  vines.  A  production  ot  about  1,000,000  boxes  is  looked 
for.  Exportei's  will  probably  await  indications  from  jjrowers  before 
attempting  to  fix  prices.  Speculators  are  expected  U>  operate  cau- 
tiously this  season,  as  ^ionie  of  them  are  3'et  fairly  well  stocked  with 
last  year's  supply.  It  is  estimated  that  200,000  boxes  of  old-crop 
Muscatels  are  still  held  unsold. 
Tig  Crop  rromislBf — decreased  Crop  ot  Canary  Seed. 

The  outbreak  of  v 
in  the  stimulation  c       _^ 

the  total  of  production.  The  coming  fig  crop  is  expected  to  be  a  large 
one;  still  mncli  depends  on  weather  conditions  when  drying  com- 
mences. 

The  next  crop  of  canary  seed  is  expected  to  be  much  smaller  than 
the  average.  When  this  crpp  was  about  to  ho  sown  very  low  prices 
were  ruling  and  farmers  decided  to  plant  other  crops  uistead.  The 
old  crop  was  sold  finally  at  very  high  prices  and,  with  a  shortage  in 
prospect,  the  result  is  that  quotations  for  new-crop  seed  have  ad- 
vanced to  extraordinarily  high  levels. 

Labor  conditions  are  unsettled  and  not  improving.  There  is  a 
reported  scarcity  of  agricultural  labor,  even  with  advancing  wages. 
In  the  mining  industry  labor  is  generally  dissatisfied,  and  a  number 
of  strikes  are  threatened. 


if  war  having  cut  off  tlic  supply  from  Turkey  aided 
1  of  Spanish  fig  growing  and  has  greatly  increased 


HAIF  TEAE'S  IMPORTS  niTO  VICTOHIA. 

Ttvat,  Kectetary  lo  coiDinerriil  attach^,  Mclbaurne,  AaHlraUn.  July  27.] 

A  comparison  of  Victorian  imports  for  the  first  six  months  of 


1918   with  the  corresponding  period  : 
public.    The  figures  are  as  follows : 


1917  has  just  been  made 
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ITALIAN  PRODUCTION  OF  OLIVES,  BICE,  AND  HEUP. 
[Consul  GcDerul  Darld  F.  WUb«r,  OcDoa,  Aug.  9.1 

The  1917  olive  crop  in  Italy  wns  damaged  by  prolonged  drought, 
especially  in  the  southern  Provinces;  ripening  took  place  rapidly 
with  loss  of  size.  In  Tuscany,  Calabriii,  and  Sicily  attacks  of  the 
olive  fly  occurred,  but  without  serious  loss.  Tin  crop  was  good  in 
quantity  and  quality  in  central  Italy. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  issued  the  following  statistics  of 
the  production  of  olives  for  oil  in  the  varioHs  Departments  of  Italy 
during  1917,  comparing  the  futures  with  tliose  for  1916  and  with  the 
average  for  the  eight  years  1909-1010 : 
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Abnud'uid'Uoj'iHi' 

I.06S.t00 

i.aB.aoo 

1,381,600 

Bltglit  Increase  In  Bloe  and  Hemp  Tields. 

In  191T  the  area  planted  to  rice  in  Italy  was  341^.'>l  acres.  Tlie 
yield  amounted  to  5:26,400  metric  tons,  an  mcrease  of  6,100  tons  over 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  According  to  departments  the  produc- 
tion  was  divided  as  lollows: 


DepMlmonU. 
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'm 
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NBt. 

1.100 

400 

M<lfie 

SCO, 200 

£20,300 

Hemp  production  increased  from  72,400  metric  tons  in  1916  to 
83,700  tons  in  1917,  but  was  below  the  average  for  the  eight-year 
period  1909-1916.  The  total  area  planted  to  hemp  was  222,393  acres, 
principally  in  the  Departments  of  Emilia  and  Campania. 

The  following  table  gives  the  production  of  hemp  for  the  past  two 
years,  also  the  average  for  the  years  1909  to  1916 : 
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WAS  TRADE  BOARD  RTOINOS. 

ADDIIIOMS  TO  THE  EXPORT  OOHBERVATIOH  LIBT. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announce,  in  a  new  ruling  {W.  T.  B.  R. 
233),  th.it  further  ndditions  have  been  made  to  the  export  consena- 
tion  list,  effective  September  21,  1918.  A  revised  export  conserva- 
tion list,  dated  September  21  and  containing  the  additions  cfFective 
on  that  date,  included  in  War  Trade  Board  Journal  No.  13  (Septem- 
ber), has  been  ^ent  to  all  individuals  and  firms  on  the  mailing  list 
of  the  War  Trade  Board. 

Additional  copiea  of  t/ournal  No.  IS  may  be  obtained  either  from 
the  War  Ti"ade  Board,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  branch  offices. 

IHFOBTATIOM  OF  SILK  MOILS,   ETO..  BESTEIOTED. 

By  a  new  ruling  of  the  War  Trade  Board  (W.  T.  B.  R,  237)  im- 
porters of  silk  noils,  silk  noil  yai'ns,  garnctted  stock  and  silk  waste 
will  hereafter  be  required  to  give  to  the  United  States  Government 
on  option  to  purchase  all  such  commodities  imported  by  them  at  a 
price  2  per  cent  above  the  cost  at  the  foreign  port  of  phipment  aa 
shown  by  tlie  consular  invoice,  including  all  charges  except  prepaid 
freight  and  prepaid  insurance.  All  outstanding  licenses  for  the  im- 
portation of  these  conmiodities  have  been  revoketl  as  to  ocean  ship- 
ment after  "Soptember  10,  191 8. 

Licenses  for  the  imfiortation  of  these  commodities,  where  the  ap- 
plication is  otherwise,  in  order  may  be  issued,  but  shall  contain  the 
provision  that  the  bill  of  lading  be  indorsed  to  the  Silk  Association 
of  America,  354  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York,  Tha  Silk  Association 
of  America  will  procure  the  option  above  mentioned  before  releas- 
ing the  goods  to  the  importer. 

FEVITS,  TEOETAELES,  AMD  ntODVCTB  THEREOF   FBOU  BAHAHAS. 

The  War  Trade  Board,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  238)  now 
permits  the  importation  from  the  Bahamas  of  finiits  ai)d  vegetables 
and  products  of  fniits  and  vegetables,  frftsh,  canned,  or  preserved, 
when  brouglit  from  the  Bahamas  to  east  Florida  ports  on  schooners 
or  motor  boats  of  approximately  100  tons  or  less  register,  which 
are  owned  and  operated  by  i-esidents  of  the  Bahamas. 

Licenses  will  be  issued  for  such  shipments,  when  applications  are 
otherwise  in  order,  thereby  preventing  hardship  to  the  inhabitants 
of  these  islands*  and  permitting  the  continuance  of  an  industry  of 
vital  importance  to  the  islands. 


IMPORTATION  OF  COTTON  GOODS  INTO  SOTTTH  ATRICA. 

[Vice  CoDBiil  Churlea  J.  PJ^ar,  Cape  Town,  Aug.  2.1 

The  followinf;  table  shows  the  values  of  the  cotton  manufactures 
imported  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1918  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1917. 
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SWEDISH  INDUSTBIAL  DETEIOPHEIIT  DVBINa  TH£  WAS. 


The  Ootoborp  fair,  July  8  to  13,  is  the  first  exhibition  of  Swedish 
industry  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  The  critical  period  through 
wliich  tho  country  baa  pBNr^ed  has  in  many  respects  influenced  indus- 
try, on  tho  one  hand  Ktimulating  it  by  liigb  Huctuations  and  at  times 
ft  brilliant  export  market  and  on  the  other  hand  restricting  and 
almost  paralyzing  it  by  the  shortage  of  raw  materials.  Hand  in 
hand  with  the  shortage  of  raw  materials  have  gone  the  efforts,  some- 
times successful  and  often  not,  for  using  more  easily  obtainable  sub- 
Etitutes,  preferably  from  home  sources. 

The  goods  from  all  parts  of  Sweden  gathered  at  the  Swedish  fair 
show  clearly  the  influence  on  its  industry  of  the  period  of  crisis. 
Most  striking  perhaps  is  what  is  lacking  at  the  fair.  The  very 
meager  representation  of  the  textile  industry  speaks  for  itself.  Tho 
use  of  substitute  raw  materials  for  this  puri>osc  is  new  in  Sweden. 
There  is,  however,  q^iiite  an  assortment  of  textiles  of  paper,  esi)ecially 
for  curtains,  table  Imen,  linings,  etc.,  and  of  paper  mixed  with  wool 
for  doth.  It  is  the  Aktiebolag  Forennde  Yllefabrikerne  (United 
Wool  Factories  (Ltd.))  in  Nor rkoping that  has  taken  up  this  manu- 
facture. In  emergency  cases  this  clotli  may,  of  course,  be  used,  but 
as  long  as  commonly  woven  cloth  is  obtainable  tho  paper  products 
will  find  no  general  use. 
Sabitltmtai  Seen  at  tlie  Fair. 

About  20  different  mamifacfurers  arc  exhibiting  sole-Ienther  sub- 
stitutes. In  most  cases  these  substitutes  are  wood  treated  in  various 
■ways.  Furthermore,  there  are  a  number  of  artifeial-leather  products, 
well  made,  but,  of  course,  inferior  to  real  leatlief  fer  wear  and  tear. 

It  is  tlie  metal  and  machine  industries  that  are  best  represented 
at  the  fair.  The  necessity  of  economizing  with  the  pure  metals  has 
brought  forward  cheaper  and  more  easily  obtainable  metals  for 
many  purposes.  This  change  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  electrical 
industry.  Copper  has  to  a  great  extent  been  substituted  with  otiier 
metals,  first  and  foremost  steel,  iron,  and  zinc.  For  transmission 
steel  cables  are  now  used  to  a<lvantage.  Svenska  Metalverken 
(Swedish  Metal  Works)  is  exhibiting  a  largo  collection  of  these 
cables  of  all  kinds.  The  installation  material  is  generally  made  of 
iron  and  zinc  covered  with  copper  or  brass.  Both  the  Allmiinna 
Svenska  Elektriska  Aktiebolaget  (Swedish  General  Electric  Co.) 
and  Bohlniarks  Lamp  Factory  are  making  installation  material  of 
substitutes.  The  Motor  Factory  Eck  is  exhibiting  some  samples  of 
oil  cocks  and  switches  whore  substitutes  for  copper  have  been  used 
to  advantage.  This  development  is  still  more  strongly  marked  in 
the  armature  industry,  electric  armature  being  one  of  the  b^t  repre- 
sented groups  of  goods  on  the  fair.  Substitute  materials  are  used 
with  excellent  results  for  cheap  as  well  as  expensive  lighting  appara- 
tus of  all  kinds.  Cheaper  lamps  are  mostly  made  of  iron  plate, 
electrolytically  covered  with  copper  or  brass:  the  more  expensive 
lamps  are  mostly  made  of  zinc  and  lead  well  molded  and  orna- 
mented and  then  covered  with  pure  copper  or  an  alloy  tbereo£ 

Jc 


■COMMEEOE  REP0HT8.  1101 

DomMtlc  Ibiiafaetnre  of  Electrical  Sapplles  and  Drnffs. 

The  manufacture  of  electrical  material  has  grown  enormously 
during  the  war.  In  a  number  of  articles,  especially  installation  ma- 
terial and  armnturo,  foreign  competition  had  the  upper  h:ind  before 
the  war,  and  at  the  prices  then  prevailing  tiierc  was  no  chance  for 
Swedish  manufacture.  Now  Swedish  mamifactiire  has  taken  the 
marlcet  entirely,  owing  to  the  increased  demand,  the  disappearance 
of  foreign  competitionj  and  the  change  in  prices.  Before  the  time 
when  foreign  competition  will  again  have  to  be  met  Swedish  manu- 
facture ."ihould  be  able  to  meet  it.  In  this  conucction  it  may  bo  men- 
tioned that  wood  armature,  the  cheaper  as  well  as  the  more  expen- 
sive qualities,  has  gained  more  and  more  gi'ound.  Even  electrical 
measuring  instruments,  which  formerly  were  made  only  abroad, 
were  exhibited  at  the  fair,  but  these  are  not  yet  perfect. 

With  regard  to  medicinal-technical  articles  the  Aktiebolag  Astras 
has  a  small  but  well-equipped  exhibit.  The  entire  chemical  industry 
based  on  coal  tar  before  the  war  was  practically  a  German  monopoly. 
This  has  become  more  and  more  important  for  the  manufacture  of 
dyes  and  medicinal  goods,  and  in  many  places  in  Europe  efforts 
have  been  made  to  become  independent  of  Germany  in  this  respect. 
Since  1914  these  effoi-ts  have  grown.  In  Sweden  the  manufacture 
of  niodiciii:il  goods  especially  has  been  taken  up,  and  the  .Vktiebolag 
Astra  is  now  making  goods  for  which  Sweden  can  supply  raw  ma- 
terials. These  are  quite  equal  to  those  of  foreign  manufacture.  The 
manufacture  of  these  goods  in  Sweden  has  been  handicapped  by  the 
lack  of  raw  materials,  especially  glacial  acetic  acid.  By  a  special 
process  this  difficulty  has,  however,  lately  been  overcome,  and  the 
factory  is  now  able  to  supply  the  demands  at  least  of  Scandinavia. 
The  Aktiebolag  Astra  is  also  substituting  formerly  imported  patent 
medicines  on  the  Swedish  market.  A  special  war  product  made  by 
this  factory  is  cotton  batting  for  bandages,  made  from  GO  per  cent 
of  chemical  wood  pulp. 
Carbide  Lamps — Tael  Ecanonr — Fntnre  of  SBbsHtntes  and  Hew  Indnitrt«s. 

Tlic  efforts  of  the  lighting  industry  to  find  a  substitute  for  the  kero- 
.■iene  lamp  are  also  shown  at  the  fair  in  the  form  of  carbide  lamps 
for  use  in  places  where  there  is  no  electric  current — a  battery  lamp 
called  the  "  Mercal,"  and  also  the  Jungner  primary  elements  intended 
for  the  electric  lighting  of  entire  buildings. 

The  iieccrtnity  for  fuel  economy  is  also  snowing  its  effect  in  articles 
sold  bj'  the  hardware  dealers.  Of  more  importance,  however,  is  a 
centrifugal  intended  to  extract  oil  from  waste  and  other  material 
iised  for  wiping  away  oil.  In  connection  with  the  oil-saving  question 
may  be  mentioned  the  manufucfure  of  ball  bearings,  which  has  met 
with  great  success.  Domestic  oil  manufacture  is  also  one  of  the  results 
of  the  war.  This  is  represontwl  at  the  fair  by  Skogens  Coal  Aktie- 
Bolaget,  Aktiebolag  Furudals  Wood-oil  Factories,  and  Aktiebolag 
Handels  och  Sjofortskompagniet  (Trade  and  Shipping  Co.  (Ltd.). 

The  war  substitutes  are  mtiny,  from  pulleys  made  of  paper  by  the 
Aktiebolag  Svensk  Pappersremsfabriker  (Swedish  Paper  Pulley 
Factories  (Ltd.),  at  0rcbro,  to  piano  strings  of  iron,  made  by  Sand- 
vikens  Iron  Works.  Many  of  the  substitutes  exhibited  at  the  fair 
are  intended  only  to  fill  the  most  pressing  needs  and  will  disappear 
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ns  Foon  ns  it  i^  again  possible  to  get  suitable  raw  materials.  Others 
are  so  good  tliat  tliej  have  probably  come  to  stay  even  in  normal 
1  imes. 

Klost  important  of  all,  however,  is  tliP  development  made  by  Swe- 
dish industries  in  many  brnnches  where  formerly  foreign  competition 
prevailed.  It  is  to  be  "hoped  that  these  developments  will  prove  so 
good  that  they  may  be  Insting,  and  that  the  quality  of  the  goods 
manufactured  will  not  be  below  the  quality  of  those  formerly  im- 
ported. 

NOBWEGIAN  SHIPBUILDING  raSUSTBT. 

[CommerplBl  Asent  Nannan  L.  AnderBOn,  Copcahagpn,  DeDmark,  Jul^  l.J 

Norgcs  Handels  og  Sj0fart£tidende  says  that  the  shipbuilding 
industry  of  Norway  has  undergone  considerable  changes  during  late 
years.  New  yards  have  been  built  and  old  yards  have  been  consid- 
erably extended.  These  measures  have  been  greatly  appreciated  all 
over  Norway  as  an  effective  step  toward  the  rebuilding  of  the  stead- 
ily decreasing  trade  tonnage. 

No  industry  has  had  so  many  and  great  difficulties  to  contend  with 
during  the  war  as  shipbuilding.  From  the  beginning  of  the  war  it 
was  difficult  to  get  the  necessary  material,  and  during  the  last  two 
years  all  supplies  from  the  iron-producing  countries  have  been 
stopped. 

The  Nyiands  Mekaniske  Verkst«d  has  little  by  little  had  to  cut 
down  its  work,  and  the  number  of  workmen  has  decreased  to  about 
half,  or  about  560  men.  A  number  of  new  ships  have  been  contracted 
for,  but  the  material  at  hand  will  probably  suffice  for  only  two  more 
ships.  It  will,  however,  be  possible  for  some  time  to  r^air  ships. 
In  order  to  prevent  unemployment  the  working  hours  have  been 
limited. 

Akers  Mckaniske  Verksted  now  employs  three-nfths  of  the  original 
force.  The  men  work  only  50  hours  a  week  in  order  to  drag  out  the 
time  for  work  as  much  as  possible.  Here  also  there  is  a  sliortage 
of  material ;  there  are  plates  for  only  one  new  sliip  beside  those  iihips 
which  have  been  launched.  There  are  very  few  repairs  because  tlie 
ships  are  hardlv  ever  at  home. 

Trondhjem  ilekaniske  Verksted  is  now  using  the  last  raw  mate- 
rials. About  500  men  are  employed.  A  ship  was  launched  a  short 
time  ago,  but  there  are  not  enough  materials  lor  the  next  boat.  Two 
boats  are  on  the  slipways,  and  11  have  been  contracted  for  but  can  not 
be  delivered  on  account  of  lack  of  materials.  There  are  few  repairs, 
as  most  of  the  ships  are  awny.  On  account  of  the  lack  of  paint  this 
year  the  ships  will  not  got  their  usual  spring  coat. 


SHOBTAGE  OF  HEHP  IN  SWEDEN. 
[Commerclnl  Aeeat  Normnn  U  AndcraoD,  Copenhagen,  Denm»rk.I 
No  hemp  is  coming  to  Sweden  from  Russia.  Representatives  of 
the  raw-matorial  union  liave  been  sent  to  Petrograd  and  Finland  to 
get  hemp,  but  even  if  the  quantities  stored  in  these  places  wore  ob- 
tained, it  would  in  no  way  meet  the  demands,  as  the  quantities  are 
small,  and  it  is  impo.ssible  to  connect  with  tho  facmp-producing  dis- 
tricts that  are  mainly  in  Ukraine  and  Poland. 
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OSTBICH-FEATHEE  MABKET  OF  FOBT  ELIZABETH. 

IConsol  Jolin  W.  Dye,  Poet  EllMbeth.  South  Africa,  Julj  12.] 

The  gencial  position  of  the  ostrich-feather  market  during  the  past 
inoiith  was  exceedingly  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  the  Amcncan  em- 
bargo and  the  entire  absence  of  shipping  facilities.  The  market 
was  rather  lightly  supplied  with  inferior  qualities  and  competition 
was  irregular.  Speculative  buying  continued,  so  fair  prices  were 
realized  for  good  quality  parcels;  but  common  and  ixror  lots  of  all 
descriptions  were  neglected. 

The  results  of  the  last  four  municipal  auctions  were  as  follows: 
Week  ending  June  4,  2,939  pounds  brought  $7,606:  week  ending 
June  11.  3,733  pounds  brought  $9,553;  week  ending  June  18,  2,428 
pounds  brought  $6,833 ;  week  ending  Jnne  25,  4,775  pounds  brought 
$12,619. 

At  the  sale  of  Juno  24,  1918,  the  ruling  prices  were  as  follows  for 
unsorted  parcels: 


DasCTiptiou. 

^l™^f 

»' 

SX^7T-':::':::::::::::: 

2- IS-    3.W 

S.IA-    4.» 

1.8J-    !.»2 

Z.«-    4.87 
.W-    I.M 

Drolw: 

Tttila: 

Stacls: 

SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  BBITISE  8TANDABD  CLOTHS. 

Commercial  Attache  Philip  B.  Kennedy,  of  London,  has  ti'ans- 
niittcd  particular  of  the  cost  of  British  standard  cloths.  These  spe- 
cifications may  bo  inspected  at  the  Biueau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  20166. 


Construction  of  Uolybdenum  Smelting  Worki  in  Norway. 

Commercial  Agent  Norman  L.  Anderson  reports  that  a  limited 
company  has  been  formed  in  Hatigesund,  Noi-way,  with  a  capital  cf 
700,000  crowns  for  building  a  molybdenum  smelting  works  near 
Sandnes,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Norway.  It  is  estimated  that  tha 
smelting  works  will  be  able  to  ti'eat  50  tons  of  molybdenum  per  yeajr 
to  the  value  of  2,000,000  crowns. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BITBEAU  OF  FOBEiaN  AND  BOUESTIC  COHMEBCE. 


D18TB1CT  0FFICB8. 


KBW  OaLE!<&8;  lueu  Hlbfrali  BaHk  B 


aNtnNATI: , 

CINCINRtTI:  efirnl  FrcliM  Agcnl.  Soalb<rg 

Rillmii),  9t  iHmlli  VnlldlnK. 
LOH  it!IOBI.EH:  (finbrr  ot  CommtTH. 
pmi.ADKLPUIit :  Uhanbfr  of  romprct. 
PORTLAND.  OKEO.:  Ckimlitr  ul  r-MBmcta. 
PlITON:  Srcatir  Dajton  liiDclitloB. 
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FOBEION  TAASE  OFFOSTUHITIES. 

Rpflervpil  nddrcEEfs  may  be  obtained  from  tlie  Bbpuh  ind  Its  distH 
live  nfilcrs.  I{i-qur8l  tur  cncb  flppartuDltv  Bbould  be  on  a  scpara 
oiiportniiltr  nnuiber.  Tho  Darcaa  aooa  not  fninlsb  credit 
TPnpoDslMlLI}'  as  lo  the  RlandlDK  of  forclen  Inquirers;  the  uiual  nr 


CutlPrr 27.-.01 

Kb'ctrlmil  Booils 2TS0I 

Food  prodaita 274117 

Grnln. 27407 

Hnrdware 27001,  27002 

HuBlpry 274fl» 

lioDM-Iiold  and  kltcben  nare—  27501,  27n02 


Iran  and  siml  prodncta 

27501 

BuMr  mBcblnny 

27M3 

Woolens 

2T4W 

27406. t — Tlie  inanaglnK  rirtner  of  a  firm  In  Argentina,  who  Ig  at  present  tn  the 
Unlled  States,  desiroa  to  secure  an  agency,  on  a  coniinlMsion  basis,  (or  the 
Rale  of  pntwr  of  nil  hinds,  cotton  Rooita,  table  Rlossware.  ctiemicala.  and 
ilyes.  He  wishes  to  do  business  with  manufacturers  only.  Pnynaent  will 
be  mnde  by  casli  against  documaitB  at  destination.  CcnrespouUeuce  may 
be  In  English.    Iteferent.'es. 

2749T.} — A  Belgian  Ann  In  England  wl^es  to  be  placed  In  communlcfttton  nith 
American  manufacturers  and  ex[)orter3  of  food  products,  in^lnti,  nnd  other 
products,  with  a  view  to  representing  tlieni  In  Belgium  after  the  war. 

27408.t^A  firm  In  Australia  wishes  to  be  put  In  touch  with  American  «- 
porters  of  cocoa  beans.  The  Ami's  usual  method  of  payment  Is  to  fiopplf 
confirmetl  banker's  credit  against  which  shli>i«r9  con  draw  on  them  thronfi 
London  bank,  drafts  to  be  draivn  at  60  days,  but  shippers  receive  their 
money  on  preaentation  of  documents  against  the  firm's  letter  of  credit 
References. 

27490.* — An  agency  is  desired  by  n  man  In  Switzerland  for  the  sale  of  hoelery 
nnd  woolens.  Quotations  mny  be  made  f.  o,  b.  New  Xwk.  Payment  will 
be  made  by  cash  against  shipping  documents.  Sbbmeots  will  be  nnde 
thi-OHgh  New  York  firm.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.     Refereocea. 

27500.' — A  firm  In  Honduras  hnvfns  large  trncts  of  land  producing  sugar  cane 
Is  desirous  of  receiving  proposals  for  American  capital  to  join  lo  the  coa- 
st ruction  of  a  sugar  mill. 

27i501.f— The  owner  of  a  large  hardware  store  In  BrSKl),  who  Is  at  present  la 
the  United  States,  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  an  agency  for  the  s«le 
of  general  linrdwure,  floor  and  shelf  hardware,  cutlery,  ironware,  kitcbo)- 
wnre,  pinied  ware,  electrical  goo<ls  for  house  installatioii.  Iron  nnd  st(«l 
for  ship  construction,  wire,  agricultural  machinery,  hand  tonls.  nails, 
paints  and  oils,  hemp  and  wire  rope,  and  novelties.  Payment  will  be  made 
by  sight  draft  against  shipping  documents  through  a  New  York  trust  coat- 
pauy.    Correspondence  should  be  In  Portugu^,  if  possible.    Hefcrence. 

27502.t — A  company  In  Chile  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
e!iporters  of  Industrial  supplies,  household  articles,  building  materials. 
hai'ihvnre,  and  lechnlcnl  appliances.  Catalogues  nnd  samples  ettoulil  be 
submitted.  Payment  will  be  made  against  shipping  documents  In  Kew 
York.    Iteference. 

27503. • — A  manufacturing  concern  In  France  wishes  to  secnre  an  agency  for  tb« 
sale  of  telephone  apparatus  of  all  kinds  for  governmental  and  private 
lines.  The  Urm  woirHj  also  like  to  secure,  If  possible,  a  license  to  enable 
tlieni  to  manufacture  such  apparatus  as  they  wonld  represent  in  FroDee, 
Correspondence  should  be  In  Frencli. 

27304.t— A  firm  In  Jn|inn  la  In  the  market  for  a  quantity  of  tap  die  and  wood 
M^rews.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  otiicr  luformation  sbontd  be  submlttmL 
References. 
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PKOCEBUEE  GOVEENING  EXPOBTS  TO  SWEDEN. 
The  Wur  Trade  Bonrd  announces  in  a  new  niling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
23(i)  tho  ndoption  of  the  following  i-egulations  govei-ning  the  pro- 
cedure with  respect  to  the  isgiiance  of  licenses  for  tiie  exportation  of 
commodifios  to  Sweden,  Previous  announcement  with  respect  to 
such  regulations  {W.  T.  B.  R.  191,  Aug.  9,  1918)  is  hereby  wtth- 
drawn. 

1.  Exporters  should  apply  for  licenses  to  the  Bureau  of  Exports, 
Waf^hinfiton,  I).  C.  using  Application  Form  X  and  such  supple- 
mental information  sheets  concerning  the  commodity  as  are  requii-ed. 

2.  Exporters  in  the  United  States  before  filing  applications  for 
export  licenses  must  obtain  from  the  prospective  importer  in  Sweden 
advice  that  there  has  been  issued  by  an  appropriate  importing  asso- 
ciation, or  by  the  Statens  Handel's  Kommission,  a  certificate  cover- 
ing the  prop()s;>d  consignment.  The  number  of  the  certificate  should 
be  forwartled  by  the  importer  in  Sweden  to  the  American  exporter. 
This  number  should  be  specified  on  Supplemental  Information  Sheet 
X-104,  which  must  be  duly  executed  and  annexed  to  the  application 
for  an  export  license. 

3.  Applications  for  licenses  to  export  to  Sweden  coaimoditie.=i  for 
which  an  importing  aJ^sociation  certificate  or  a  Statens  Handers 
Konimisi^ion  certificate  is  required  will  be  considered  only  in  the 
event  that  the  said  certificate  has  been  issued  subsequently  to  June 
28,  1918.  Certificates  issued  prior  to  that  date  will  he  treated  as 
void,  and  exporters  in  the  United  States  should  not  apply  for  licenses 
to  export  to  Sweden  on  the  basis  of  import  certificates  issuc<l  prior 
to  June  28,  1918.  The  correct  serial  numbers  of  certificates  issued 
subsequently  to  June  28,  1918,  wiil.be  higher  than  10(>32, 

4.  In  filing  applications  for  license  to  ship  commodities  which  am 
controlled  by  an  import  association  the  shipment  must  be  consigned 
to  the  assocmtion  that  issued  the  certificate,  and  exporters  arc  re- 

78G2S°— 18  1105 
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quired  to  state  on  the  upplicafion  tlie  name  of  the  person  or  firm  in 
whose  favor  the  import  ceitificato  was  issued ;  as,  for  example : 

(13)   Connlgnee:  Woo!   Iiiiiiort  AHsnolfltlon,  Storkholm,  Sweden. 

(141  Pnrchnser  (ibroHd:  (Here  state  iwraon  or  flrni  to  whom  ceriiflcate  was 
ISKUul.    AthlrcxK  lit  such  jterKun  or  flrni.) 

5.  The  import  certificates  for  commodities  which  are  not  controlled 
bv  Sw<Hli^'h  import  associations  will  be  furnished  by  (lie  Statens 
riandepR  Komniis«ion,  and  the  goods  may  be  consigned  directly  to 
the  imfxirter. 

6.  Commodities  to  be  exiHirted  to  Sweden  may  be  shipped  only  on 
vessels  flying  the  Swedish  Hag. 

7.  The  War  Trade  Board  further  announces  that  no  purchases  for 
export  to  Sweden,  nor  arrangements  for  the  manufacture  of  any 
article  for  export  to  that  country  should  be  made  before  an  export 
license  has  been  secured, 

8.  The  War  Trade  Board  has  Iwen  adnsed  that  the  following  im- 
port associations  in  Sweden  will  accept,  on  Ix-half  of  the  Swedish 
importer  actually  interested,  consignments  of  the  articles  mentioned 
laelow.  Other  import  associations  may  be  formed  in  the  near  future, 
in  which  case  due  announcement  will  be  made: 

(1)  Wool  IiHiiurt  AmiooiatUM. — Wool  Hiid  other  raw  inat^riiil  tor  the  wool 
IndUKtry. 

(2)  Cotton  Import  Axsocia Jioii.— -Cotton  and  cotton  yftrn,  excludlu}:  liewlug 

(3)  Jute  <ind  Hemp  Maiiufnclurrrii'  Iinimrf  Atnociatlon. — Jute,  hemp,  mnuilu, 
flns,  Bi«nl.  and  other  soft  end  hiird  titiers,  hinder  twine,  cti(H>iiut  yam,  and  similar 
commodities. 

(4)  Tcxtifc  Import  ^ssocio tioik^Sewliig  «)ttoii.  silk  yam,  testilea  ot  silk, 
wool,  cotton,  and  other  materials,  and  simdry  inanufuotiireK  of  hair  and  feather, 
iniiiii|fnrtiirps  of  liono  iiail  horn,  olher  miuiiit)R'turt«;  from  vegetable  matPrlals 
(excluding  taiinlitg  materials),  and  sloiilur  commodities. 

(Ti)  ViiiKU-ood  Import  Aisoiiutton.-M.'ork  and  nianufactores  thereof. 

(6)  Leallter  Trade  Import  AMOciatwa. — Hides  and  leathers,  furs,  maiiufae- 
tures  of  hides  :ind  leatlitir,  tunnlu;;  material,  chrome,  alum,  chrome  sulrliate. 
blchrouuite  of  Rodliim  and  potiisslum  for  tnunlQg  purposes,  and  similar  t-om- 
modltles. 

(7)  3Ietal  Import  Aiiociation. — Mica,  ifraphite,  metals  not  worked,  metal 
manufactures,  lead,  tin,  tiu  plate  and  terne  plates,  graphite  crucibles,  aluminum, 
ulL'kel,  and  similar  commodities. 

(St   Itnir  riinnpliixU:  Import  ;lKsor/n(fon.— Raw  phosphates. 

(9)  Brvah  Moitcr*'  and  Horse  Hair  S/riiiitcrs"  Raw  ilaltrial  Import  Asiioeia~ 
Ifini.— Il-ilr  and  fcuibers,  bast,  bamlioo,  rattan,  cane,  rice-root,  and  similar 
commodities. 

(10)  Afarijarinc  Manufacturer*'  Raic  Material  Import  Assoclatioit. — Edible 
oil  and  fatti  for  the  maimfacture  of  niiirjiarine. 

(11)  Wine  nnd  Spirits  Import  Asswiiation. — Wines  and  Bpirlts. 

(12)  Tolwcco  Import  Association.— Tobacco. 

(IS)  Vheminil  Industries  Import  (iBdoctaftofw^Technical  oils,  camjihor, 
purafiln  was,  other  waxes,  varoiidieB,  fats,  and  tallows  for  technical  use, 
asbestos  waste,  dyes,  wowl  pulp,  pnper,  stoue  and  clay  (eseludlnc  mica  and 
coal)  phosphates,  rowln,  soda  anodes,  paints,  antimony  snlphide,  sulpbnr,  and 
stmtlnr  commodities. 

114)  Rubber  Import  Aasociatioit. — Rubber  and  rubber  goods. 

(15)   OH  Manufacturers'  Import  J. Biwtafioii.— Linseed,  rapeeeed,  beet  seed, 
linseed  oil,  rnpeseed  oil, 
*(1G)  Swedish  .Mcdie.nl  Board. — Dniga,  medical  and  surgical  supplies. 

(17)  Saedish  Victualing  foHiiitission.— I.lve  animals,  foodstuffs  from  ani- 
mals, bread,  cereals  and  pi'odacts  of  colonial  produce  (excluding  tobacco), 
fruits,  garden  plants,  saltpeter,  seeds  (eicludlng  rnpeseed.  Unseed,  beet  seed), 
oil  calies,  and  similar  coilimodilies. 

(IS)  Lubricatinff  Oil  Import  Association. — Lubricants,  vaseline,  jutd  similar 
commodities.  CjOOtjTc 
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XNCBEASES  EXPORTS  CE  TIN  PLATE. 

Exports  of  tin  plates,  terDe  plates,  antl  taggers  tin  from  the  United 
States  during  tlie  first  seven  months  of  1918  amounted  to  35)0,805,210 
pounds,  as  compared  with  325,096,C13  poimds  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1917,  an  increase  of  20  per  cent.  France  i-egirtered  the 
largest  percentage  increase  of  any  single  important  country,  taking 
22.830,412  pountte  as  against  6,938,300  pounds  in  1917,  an  increase  ot 
229  per  cent.  Exports  to  Itniy  also  increased  more  than  200  per 
cent  advancing  from  15,619,545  pounds  in  1917  to  47,917,909  pounds 
in  1918.     The  followinj,;  were  other  noted  increases  and  decreases. 


Countries 

JttlrTstJ. 

January- 
July.  1»18. 

(+')Drrtt 
eroaaeC-). 

Percenter 
Aasitosii. 

m,  281,23 
18,711,030 

Fmnil. 
1,010,717 
42,397,501 
22,»12,372 
K,  152,503 
1S,6SI,S51 

oi;B30;i3J 

PmHUli,- 

-  3.503.01)4 
+  14.13I,SM 

-  9. 698.307 

-  fl,J42,4;4 
+33,765,310 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  largest  individual  increase  in  point  of 
quantity  was  registered  by  Japan,  which  now  imports  73  per  cent  of 
tlie  quantity  imported  by  Canada,  our  best  customer.  In  point  of 
value,  however,  Japan's  seven  months'  imports  were  valued  at 
$8,733,037  as  against  $7,162,502  for  Canada. 


SOUE  BECENT  CANADIAN  CUSTOMS  BUUNOS. 

According  to  customs  memorandum  No,  2237B,  of  September  10, 
1918,  the  prohibition  against  the  importation  into  Canada  of  passen- 
ger automobiles  valued  at  $1,200  or  more,  f.  o.  b.  place  of  manufac- 
ture, applies  also  to  the  body  and  chassis  for  such  automobiles  when 
the  value  of  the  body  or  chassis  together  with  the  usual  parts  required 
to  complete  the  automobile  amounts  to  $1,200  or  more,  f.  o.  b.  place 
of  export. 

Radiators  imported  with  tractor  attachments  and  fui-nished  only 
to  supply  sufficient  cooling  when  the  attachments  are  placed  on  an 
automobile,  may  be  admitted  free  of  duty  under  the  order  in  council 
of  last  Februarv  providing  for  the  free  admission  of  tractors  costing 
not  more  than  $1,400.  The  new  ruling  is  in  effect  from  February  8, 
1918. 

The  war  excise  tax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  duty  paid  value  applied 
to  certain  articles,  including  mechanical  piano  and  organ  players, 
since  May  1,  1918,  does  not  apply  to  player  pianas  or  player  organs, 
except  in  rcs2~.ect  to  the  player  action  installed  therein  or  attached 
thereto. 


A  new  trading  company  has  jnst  been  formed  in  Copenhagen 
under  the  name  of  "Det  nrgentinske  Hnndelskompagni "  (The  Ar- 
gentine Trading  Co.)  for  the  purpose  of  corryin"  on  trade  with 
Argentina,  .Scandinavian  products  will  be  exported  to  South  Amer- 
ica and  South  American  products  imported  into  Denmark.., 
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NEW  ZEAIAIID  UCPOBTS  FROM  mnXEII  STATES  ASJ)  JAPAN. 

[CoDBUl  Grucral  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  New  Zcnlaad.] 

According  to  figures  given  out  by  the  Afiniijler  of  Customs  of  Sew 
ZcaUnd,  tlie  import  trade  of  New  Zealand  shows  quite  marked 
chances  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  especially  along  the  line  of 
certain  articles  and  tioni  certain  countries,  as  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing tables  giving  the  value  of  the  imports  of  certain  articles  for 
the  years  1914  and  1917 : 


ArtJclc,-. 

,,„ 

,.„  j 

I9M 

1917 

B«*i«i«l«hOM,D,e.s 

11 

3»,S3'J 

If 

Oiina  and  larthmwaro 

Cotton  p\rCB  poods,  n.  c.  a. . 

11 

641! 5r« 

as 

a»,oi8 

Jf 

Aii'Ji'hToSlki^'":'-''--' 

.?iS 

Bubber  M™  for  motor  ve- 

eo.MS  .  i4.hi.iii 

Total 

l2,34S,9Ca  1  2D,tiSH.10J 

Sxport*  to  United  State*. 

The  exports  from  New  Zealand  to  the  United  States  during  the 
above  years  increas^-d  from  $5,003,025  in  1914  to  $9^18,694  in  1917. 
The  principal  incre«sea  were  as  follows:  Sausage  casings,  from 
$3,402  in  1914  to  $942,130  in  1917 ;  hemp,  from  $307,441  to  $2,342,- 
782;  pelts,  from  $819,752  to  $4,328,070;  and  tallow,  from  $3,003  to 
$100,863. 

There  were  no  exports  of  wool  to  the  United  States  during  1917, 
while  in  1914  they  amounted  to  $1,087,551;  and  there  was  also  quite 
a  decrease  in  the  exports  of  kauri  guui,  from  $1,538,787  in  1914  to 
$893,042  in  1917. 

A  StrPFLY  OF  FRENCH  AFRICAN  HARDWOODS  OFFERED. 
[Consul  W.  J.  Tcrb;.  Ittkar,  SoncHal,  July  20.] 
I  have  been  requested  by  the  Governor  General  of  French  West 
Africa  to  call  attention  to  the  almost  inexhaustible  supply  of  best- 
quality  mahogiiny  and  "  okoum4  "  obtainable  in  the  Gabon,  French 
Kongo.     He  informs  me  that  these  woods  may  be  secured  in  unlimited 

3uantities  at  present  at  much  lower  prices  than  are  now  being  paid 
or  other  AVest  African  woods. 
Two  representatives  of  a  company  holding  large  concessions  in 
the  Gabon,  with  exporting  offices  at  Oape  IjOi)ez,  Gabon,  have  visited 
this  consulate,  upon  the  advice  of  the  Governor  General,  to  interest 
American  importers  of  mahogany,  [The  address  of  this  company 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bni-eau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No. 
105S06.]  They  claim  that  both  the  '*  okoum£  "  and  the  mahogany 
have  l>een  used  with  success  in  connection  with  aeroplane  construction 
in  France.  The  "okoume"  is  used  principally  for  making  ply 
boards,  veneer,  etc 

Goo<^lc 
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CUBAN  HABEET  FOB  UOTOE  BOATS. 

(Vice  Consul  Albert  P.  Kufcr,  C'lcnfuegoa,  Aug.  ^S.] 

The  expansion  that  is  now  taking  place  in  the  American  motor- 
boat  industry  as  the  result  of  plant  enlarpements  to  meet  war  needs 
should  place  that  industry  at  the  close  of  the  war  in  a  position  to 
extend  its  foreign  trade.  "With  this  thought  in  mind,  anci  investiga- 
tion of  the  posEilile  market  for  hoats  and  accessories  in  the  Cienfuegos 
district  was  made. 

The  conditions  for  yachting  here  were  found  to  be  ideal.  The  Bay 
of  Cienfuegos,  covering  about  40  square  miles,  is  landlocked  and 
ideal  for  motor  boating;  the  Caonao,  Damuji,  and  Arimao  Rivers, 
which  flow  into  it,  arc  navigable,  even  for  large-sized  motor  boats,  for 
a  number  of  miles.  Although  there  are  129  motor  boats  in  use  in 
Cienfuegos,  yachting  has  heretofore  not  been  as  popular  as  the 
facilities  therefor,  and  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  people  would 
lead  one  to  suppose.  During  the  past  two  months,  however,  due 
probably  to  the  great  success  of  the  regattas  in  Habana  and  Cardenas, 
interest  in  yachting  has  been  gi-eatiy  stimulated,  with  the  result  that 
tJie  Cienfuegos  Yacht  Club  has  been  organized.  The  purpose  of  this 
organization  will  be  the  holding  of  regattas  in  the  bay  here  and  pro- 
viding for  the  representation  of  Cienfuegos  in  future  regattas  held 
in  other  Cuban  cities.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  club  to  purchase  a 
site  in  Kevienta  Cordeles,  a  suburb  of  Cienfuegos. 

It  appears  pTObable  that  with  this  encouragement  the  market  for 
motor  boats  and  accessories  of  all  descriptions  will  greatly  improve, 
and  after  the  termination  of  hostilities  American  manufacturers  may 
find  a  good  sale  for  such  products  in  this  district,  especially  if  th« 
present  prosperity  of  the  people  should  continue.  In  this  connection 
^lere  is  transmitted  a  list  of  local  houses  that  might  be  interested 
to  act  as  agents  for  the  sale  of  motor  boats  and  accessories.  [The  list 
may  be  procured  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  and  conjierative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No. 
105498,]  It  is  suggested  tliat  interested  firms  communicate  (in  the 
Spanish  language)  at  once  with  these  concerns,  in  order  that  prelimi- 
nary arrangements  may  be  made  and  the  termination  of  the  war  find 
their  foreign  agencies  already  established. 


RECORD  WOOL  SHIPMENT  FHOM  PORT  ELIZABETH. 

[I'on™)  John  W,  rye,  Tort  KIlioD-H),  P.uilh  Africa,  Aug.  ^.1 

As  u  result  of  the  announcement  that  all  licenses  for  the  importa- 
tion of  wool  from  Houth  Africa  into  the  I'nited  States  would  be  can- 
celed for  shipments  made  after  Julv  '2t<,  there  was  great  activity  at 
Port  Pjlizabeth  to  load  aE  much  wool  as  possible  by  tliat  date. 

During  the  last  few  days  of  the  time  allowed  for  shipment  there 
were  five  ships,  one  steamer  and  four  sailing  vessels,  in  the  bay  load- 
ing wool  for  the  United  States.  Work  continued  on  two  of  them 
up  to  midnight  on  the  '2Hth,  and,  with  tha  exception  of  247  bales,  all 
five  ships  were  loaded  to  their  fullest  capacity. 

A  total  of  15,0-29  bales  and  3.479  bags,  weighing  approximately 
3,931,450  pounds  and  valued  at  $2,T04,4C6,  was  loaded.  This  is  a 
i-ecord  for  Port  Elizabeth,  and,  considering  that  Algoa  Bay  is  really 
only  an  open  roadstead,  it  is  a  noteworthy  achievement. 

Goot^lc 
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INCBEASIND  TAFAKESE  TSADE  VTCH  AUSTBAIIA. 

ICoDKUl  ii<>ii<Tal  J.  1.  Brlttaln.  Brdoo?.  AuBtrslla,  July  23.] 

In  addition  to  dry  goods,  the  Japanese  iire  entering  this  market 
■with  various  lines,  suth  as  toys,  dolls,  novelties,  glassware,  porcelain, 
mattings,  matches,  stationery,  leather  goods,  brushes,  drugs  and 
chemicals,  clocks,  imitation  jt;ivelry,  electrical  goods,  openwork  table 
covers  and  doiliea.  and  underclothes. 

The  merchandise  is  not  all  satisfactory ;  in  fact,  there  have  been  a 
number  of  complaints,  but  the  Japanese  manufacturer,  genei-ally 
apeakfn^,  evinces  a  desire  to  produce  the  article  tlvat  will  suit  the 
Australian  purchaser.  There  have  been  several  complaints  of  wrong 
numbering  of  sizes,  especially  in  undergarments.  He  is  an  earnest 
student  of  conditions  and  requifements  and  is  doing  all  in  his  power 
not  only  to  olitain  trade  but  to  retain  it. 

Visitors  to  Japan,  be  their  mission  pleasure  or  business,  usually 
i-eturn  with  favorable  impressions,  especially  regarding  courteous 
treatment  Tonnage  between  Japan  and  Australia  is  increasing,  as 
Japanese  shipowners  cooperating  with  the  manufacturer  make  it 
possible  for  the  salesman  to  state  definitely  delivery  dates. 
Imports  ot  jApatLcie  Soft  Ooodi. 

In  1913  the  total  value  of  soft  goods  imported  into  Australia  from 
Japan  was  S2,122,l!)8,  the  following  being  the  principal  items:  Hats, 
caps,  and  bonnets,  $80,7'21 ;  other  apparel,  $566,045 ;  cottons  and  linens, 
$241,369;  silks,  $»T6.984 :  other  soft  goods,  $S57,07».  making  a  total  of 
$2,222,198.  For  the  year  ended  June  80, 1917,  the  imports  of  the  same 
items  -were:  Hats,  ca])s,  and  bonnets,  $512,008;  other  apparel,  $1,904,- 
663;  cottons  and  linens,  $804,982;  silks.  $2,928,295;  other  soft  goods, 
$1,446,158,  making  a  total  of  ¥7,596,066. 

Japanese  expoi-tation  to  Australia  of  soft  goods,  which,  under 
pre-war  conditions,  was  limited  practically  to  the  silks  and  cotton 
crepes  familiar  to  the  local  market  for  many  years,  has.  since  the 
stoppage  of  German  and  other  European  impoitations,  expanded  to 
sucn  a  degree  that  pretty  well  overv  department  of  the  trade  is  be- 
ginning to  feel  its  influence,  says  a  local  publication. 

In  ready-to-wear  articles  of  women's  apparel  the  influx  from  Japan 
is  not  so  great  as  is  generally  supposed. 

The  soaring  prices  of  cotton  have  created  a  demand  for  silk  under- 
wear, which  to  a  very  large  extent  the  Japanese  are  supplying.  They 
e.xport  to  these  shores  camisoles,  nightdresses,  negligees,  pajamas, 
silk-woven  singlets  in  all  the  delicate  colors  most  in  favor,  knickers, 
and  silk  hosierj-.  The  publication  continues: 
Trench  and  American  Designs. 

Quick  to  lecpoiiil  to  the  fancy  for  well-cut  Karnicnts  in  tlicse  dirertioos, 
Japim  has  C'Hie  to  France  and  Anierldi  for  lier  (li-slfiiis.  niiil  evpn  the  fciniono, 
formerly  .idnptwi  to  tlie  sinall  sizes  of  her  own  women,  slie  ha»  learned  to  cut 
on  tbe  more  Keoerous  lines  demoiided  by  tbe  more  robustly  ballt  womm  (^ 
Australia. 

All  classes  of  cotton  underwear  couie  from  Japan — underrests,  tnlckers, 
hlootners.  and  hosiery  for  women ;  for  men,  nndervests,  underpants,  and  sorts; 
half  hoBe  and  rompei-s  for  cblldren.  Japan  Is  also  placing  on  llie  local  marirrt 
Mf  BuppUes  of  the  cotton-toweling  batb  and  surf  gowns  favored  by  the  Aus- 
trallnn  man  and  woman. 

Kid  fjlovos  have  been  successfully  manufactured;  but  the  coat  of  the  raff 
mnterifll,  wliloh  must  l>e  imported,  allied  to  the  Increased  cost  of  Japanese  labMp 
and  the  heny;  tariff  Imposed  by  the  cnstoms,  excludes  them  from  a  large  market 
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hpre.  Cotttm  flnd  felt  sllppffa  nre  othw  mniie-up  nrticles  eiqwrtwl,  Init,  tis  fn 
the  cose  of  icloves.  tlie  exportiitlon  of  hoots  Is  probibitwl,  tlie  leiitlier  huviuB  to 
be  bnjutrlit  fruoi  Aiuerlcn  at  aii  esorbitaut  cost. 

Anytlilng  in  flie  wiiy  of  costumes — ilriWHea  nnd  hloiises— have  not  been  Innded 
l(ere  to  nny  grrat  extent,  not  because  of  clianRlnj?  ftistalons,  but  bernuae  of  tJie 
heavy  tariff.  Materials  are  linporteti,  and  tlie  KOt-ments  made  up  locally.  A 
blouse  on  whicli  a  customs  duty  of  from  3s.  to  'in.  is  Imposed  can  bu  made  locally 
for  Is.  6ii.  However,  Jupnn  sends  euibi-olOere^l  lengths  for  full  costiiinos  and 
blousi'H,  and  tlieso  are  included  in  tlie  list  of  ready-to-wear  articles. 
Official  Stllc  Inspection. 

It  Is  In  the  direction  of  dress  materials  tlieuiselves  tiiat  .Topnn  has  token 
enorutous  strides  since  tliu  l>ej:;iuuing  of  the  war,  which  Iibb  opened  np  previously 
vnexploited  fields  of  commerce. 

■  Japanese  silks,  for  esaniplo.  have  Improved  In  quality  and  variety,  and 
manufacturers  have  learned  fi-oui  patient  experiment  tlie  secret  of  excellent 
dyeing  pii>cesses.    Japan  exports  no  artificial  etlk. 

The  roughness  or  unevenness  wliicti  was  at  one  time  frequent  In  Japnnese 
silks  has  <llsappearc<l  from  the  newest  imports,  a  consummation  due  cUIeHy  to 
Hie  supcn-isiou  of  all  slliis  leaving  the  i-ounrry  by  oITiclnls  of  Ibe  Jajiancse  Gov- 
ernment, Every  length  !e  Inspecteil,  and  If  it  contains  a  flaw  is  rejeetod  for 
export  and  branded  "  second  quality." 

The  ordinary  variety,  known  as  "Japanese"  silh,  underf^oes  [uspctlon,  and 
Is  ofllclaliy  stomped  first,  second,  or  third  quality,  according  to  Its  perfection  or 
imperfection.  By  tticsc  means  Japan's  silk  trade  has  been  built  up  to  a  very 
remarkable  extent. 


FITTURE  OP  OSIEICH  FAEMINa  IN  SOUTH  ATEICA. 

r  Consul  JobD  W.  Djf.  Port  Elliabeth,  Jaly  18.] 

The  prospect  of  an  improvement  in  conditions  affecting  the  ostrich- 
farming  industry  of  South  Africa  is  discussed  in  the  following  article 
from  the  July  17  issue  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Advertiser : 

Dr.  J.  E.  Duerden,  South  Africa's  acUnowledged  eTcpert  on  the  ostrich,  states 
that  in  ]D13  the  zenitii  of  the  feather  industry  in  South  Afdcn  was  reached.  The 
value  of  the  feathers  exporteti  In  that  year  was  £3,000,000,  being  at  that  time 
next  to  gold  and  diamonds  In  importance  among  our  Industries.  The  slump  be- 
gmn  sliortiy  before  the  war,  but  woulil  undoubtedly  hove  been  less  severe  but  for 
Its  conlinuonce.  As  it  is,  altliough  tbe  farmers  have  sufTei'ed  considrrnhty,  they 
liave  must  of  tlieni,'  by  [liis  tfiue,  put  tlielr  farming  operations  on  a  different  basis 
and  are  once  more  fairly  prosperous,  a  prosperity  largely  due  to  Itic  improved 
prices  tliey  are  now  geltiiig  for  sheep  and  cattle,  and  to  tlie  development  of  the 
pig  industry.  The  ostrich  former  is  by  no  meaus  despondent  with  regiird  to  the 
future,  bat  Is  fully  cnnlident  that  when  once  the  war  Is  over  and  settled  economic 
conditions  return,  tlie  feather  Industry  will  come  to  tlie  front  again.  A  close 
study  of  the  economic  iHtslllon  also  conllrms  the  oi>Id[oii.  Most  farmers  are 
holding  on  to  tlielr  bliils,  tlioush  iiitie  increase  is  taking  place.  All  llie  feathers 
produced  are  sold,  though  at  prices  wiiith  scarcely  cover  the  cost  of  production. 
BreedlDK  Problem*. 

While  having  a  decldetlly  practical  iiearinf;  on  the  Industry.  Dr.  Duerden's 
invent igtiliuits  ore  also  contrlliutliiR  much  to  tlie  science  of  genetics  or  bree<liug. 
One  of  Ihe  principal  lines  of  his  work  la  in  connection  vvitli  the  cros.siug  of  tim 
North  African  ostriches  imporled  into  the  Uiiiuii  in  1012.  The  main  ol)Ject  of 
these  exiieriments  Is  to  discover  to  ntiat  extent  Hie  North  African  bloml  con  Im- 
prove the  South  African  strain  of  ostriches  huUt  up  during  the  last  50  years  as 
a  result  of  intensive  selective  breeillug.  Dr.  Duerden  does  not  feel  able  to  give 
a  definite  opinion  ivhelhcr  the  North  African  blnl  can  advantageously  be  blcuded 
with  the  South  African. 

Ijdti'ly  some  extremely  Important  results  have  been  received  in  connection 
with  the  phenomena  of  degeneration.  It  is  founil  that  the  number  of  feathers 
produced  by  the  ostrich  is  timlergolng  a  slow  re«Iui.'tlon,  though  certain  strains 
Klill  retain  their  anie.vtral  number.  Imleed,  one  iilrd  has  lieen  ilisiovered  with 
42  plumes  on  each  wing,  as  compared  wiili  liic  average  of  3(1.  The  progeny  of 
Ibis  bird  are  now  being  carefully  ]-c;ircd  at  the  nrootfontein  Sciiool  of  Agi-Icul- 
ture,  and  it  Is  ex|>ecteil  that  before  long  a  nevr  strain  of  (wtridi  wil!  be  developed, 
produclug  25  per  cent  more  feathers  than  the  average  "bird  of  to-day.  ,  I 
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TOSECAST  or  ITAIIAN  WIBX  YIEU)  FOS  1918. 

[Cousul  B.  narvej  Carroll,  Jr.,  Venice,  Aug.  16,] 

The  Department  of  Venice  in  1917  produced  3,311,000  hectoliters 
(hectoliter =20.417  gallons)  of  wine,  and  the  estimated  production 
for  1918  is  1,050,000  hectoliters.  A  preat  part  of  this  difference  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Pronnccs  of  Udine,  Belhmo,  and  part  of 
Treviso  have  been  invadctl  and  held  bv  the  enemy,  but  part  is  due 
to  the  deterioration  of  the  grapes  on  tde  vine  from  mildew  and  the 
Am-il  fogs. 

The  piospects  for  a  large  grape  crop  everywhere  in  Italy  were 
very  promising  iit  the  blossoming  season,  but  fog,  hail,  and  mildew 
have  had  an  effect  such  that  the  estimattid  production  for  the  entire 
country  is  only  43,750,000  hectoliters  for  1918,  as  compared  with 
48,715,000  hectoliters  in  1917. 
Piodnctloii  by  Provlnees. 

The  comparison  by  Provinces  is  as  follows : 


PrortDce. 

Yield  in 

srjff 

Prov-InM. 

Yie-illn 

EsllmaUid 
crop.  IW9. 

;,3oa,<Mi> 

■,S;S 

i,iua,ODO 
4,a5n,«» 

iiiiffi 

3,3ra'S»' 
7,1S5,«» 

..ss 

37».O0O 

n^M^,, 

^s 

3,i»o,cm 

' 

Coimting  the  yield  of  1917  at  100  jjer  cent  the  percentage  of  i»ros- 
pective  yield  for  191S  in  the  principal  gra|>e-growing  tlistricts  of 
the  Department  of  Venice  is  as  follows:  Lavagnn  di  Verona,  60; 
Verona,  120;  Vicenza,  70;  MontJ?galdeIla,  70;  I^nrtinara,  (JO;  Este, 
.^0;  Colli  Euganei,  50  to  60:  Padua  Province,  50  to  60;  Peraga,  GO  to 
70  per  cent. 

The  internal  demand  for  wine  is  rather  strong,  and  except  in 
Sicily  and  a  few  other  places  there  is  little  left  of  last  year's  excep- 
tionally good  harvest. 

SCANDINAVIAN  LIVING  COSTS. 

[Commercial  Altscli^  Rrwla  W.  TbompHon,  Copeiihnfteii.  UpDmark.  Aug.  12.] 

All  the  Scandinavian  Governments  are  giving  attention  to  the 
advancing  cost  of  living  and  are  taking  steps  to  ascertain  actual 
conditions  and  to  remedy,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  discrepancies  between 
the  necessary  expenses  and  the  earnin)f  power  of  the  people,  especially 
the  laboring  classes. 

One  method  of  relief  is  the  fixing  of  maximum  prices  of  articles 
for  domestic  consumption.  When  these  are  fixed  low  enough  to 
satisfy  the  consumers,  the  domestic  producei's  usually  complain  that 
tliey  are  below  the  cost  of  production.  The  Government  undertakes 
to  equalize  this  by  fixing  hi^h  minimum  prices  for  exportable  pi-od- 
ucts.  For  example,  the  maximum  price  that  the  retailer  is  permitted 
to  charge  for  butter  in  Denmark  is  3,20  crowns  per  kilo.  (39  cents 
per  pound).  The  export  i>rice,  however,  is  8  crowns  per  kilo.  (97 
cents  per  pound).    The  present  cost  of  producing  butter  is  about  48 
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■  cents  per  pound.  If  the  producer  i-eceives  37  cents  for  tlomcstic  but- 
ter, he  loses  11  cents  on  that,  but  nmkos  49  cents  on  all  ho  is  permit- 
ted to  export  (that  is,  the  surplus  over  home  leqiiirements).  When 
he  can  export  as  much  as  19  per  cent  of  the  production  nt  this  prire, 
the  producer  does  not  lose  on  the  whole.  At  the  moment  the  produc- 
tion is  at  the  rat«  of  about  70,000  tons  per  year,  the  consumption 
60,000  tons,  and  export  20,000  tons  (aSJ  per  cent).  Thus  the  present 
butter  regulationsseem  to  protect  both  the  consumer  and  the  producer. 

Butter  conditions  will  change  for  the  worse  when  the  cattle  can 
no  longer  feed  on  grass,  for  there  will  be  a  shortage  of  imported  oil 
cake,  which  is  the  mainstay  of  the  Danish  diiiries. 
bioreaied  TaxstlDs  and  Balary  Increat«i — Variations  ia  Honsehold  Bndgeti. 

Low  nunimiim  prices  on  imported  articles  or  on  domestic  products 
like  wheat,  of  winch  there  is  no  perceptible  e.xport,  must  nialie  a  loss 
for  the  Government,  and  this  is  being  made  up  by  increased  taxation, 
generally  regulated  to  bear  hardest  on  the  largest  incomes. 

Another  method  of  relief,  which  also  costs  tlie  general  taxpayer,  is 
special  salaiy  increases.  At  present  these  are  nrranged  to  favor  the 
laborer  more  than  the  middle-class  salaried  men.  It  is  claimed  that 
a  butiher's  clerk  now  receives  in  salary  and  bonus  more  than  a  uni- 
versity professor. 

From  time  to  time  the  Scandinavian  Governments  iinblish  tables 
eliowing  Ihe  variations  in  cost  of  a  standard  household  budget.  In 
Denmark  and  in  Sweden  the  basis  is  a  total  expenditure  of  2,000 
crowns  (at  par  $536)  per  year  in  July,  1914.  lo  Norway  the  budget 
as  published  is  1,528  crowns.  The  following  table  Ls  submitted  to 
show  the  variations  in  these  costs,  and  the  percentage  represented 
by  the  costs  in  1918  if  the  cost  in  1914  is  taken  as  100  per  cent.  For 
the  sake  of  uniformity,  the  Norwegian  budget  has  been  calculated  on 
the  basis  of  2,000  crowns: 
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In  the  Danish  statistics  the  articles  of  food  are  further  specified, 
IS  follows: 


iSJ; 
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NEW  GEHMAN  TEXTIIE  SUBSTITUTES. 

ICoDKul  UrDcral  Albert  IlaJstcnd,  Stockholm,  Snetl?!],  Aus.  SO.] 

Since  the  expectation  of  finding  a  renl  textile  substitute  in  paper 
yam  <UJ  not  niateriulize,  the  energy  of  German  inventors  has  been 
turned  toward  other  channels.  I*aper  yam  is,  however,  good  for  the 
manufacture  of  sacks,  carpets,  beltings,  and  like  articles  not  washable 
and  of  a  eoarso  fabric,  but  for  clothing  it  is  not  useful. 

"Cellulon"  is  a  new  substitute  product  made  from  pulp,  but  as  a 
rule  without  the  addition  of  resin  glue.  The  liquid  pulp  is  not  rolled 
on  the  regular  mochinoB,  but  is  worked  in  a  round  drainer,  where  part 
of  the  water  is  taken  away  and  the  more  solid  mass  which  is  left  is 
divided  into  strips,  which  jn  a  wet  condition  are  taken  to  the  spinning  - 
machines.  In  this  wise  a  yarn  is  obtained  somewhat  better  than  the 
paper  yarn,  but  still  not  fitted  for  anything  but  coarse  fabrics. 
"  StapeUaier  "  a  Hew  Snbitltnte. 

Another  i)roduct,  "Stapelfaser,"  seems  to  prtMiiise  better  results. 
In  the  manufacture  of  paper  yam  the  cellulose  fiber  is  cut  off  when 
the  paper  is  cut  into  strips  for  the  spinning  machines.  Efforts  are 
now  being  made  to  secure  longer  fibers  from  cellulose.  In  the  manu- 
facture of  '■  Stapelfaser  "  the  cellulose  treated  with  certain  chemicals 
is  dissolved  tft  a  jellylike  mass,  which  is  pressed  through  very  fine 
strainers,  thus  producing  fine  fibers.  These  tibei-s  are  then  twined 
together  into  coarser  threads.  The  thread  is  rolled  up  and  cut  into 
pieces  from  4  to  5  centimeters  {centimeter =0.3937  inch),  which  are 
put  through  a  drying  process,  during  which  the  fibers  part  from  each 
other,  leaving  sufficiently  long  and  fine  threads.  This  method  of 
manufacture  i.s  somewhat  similar  to  the  one  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  artificial  silk. 

"  Stapelfaser "  is  claimed  to  replace  cotton  and  wool,  except  that 
it  is  not  as  washable.  It  may  be  washed,  but  when  wet  must  not  be 
pulled.  As  soon  as  dry  it  is  just  as  pood  as  before.  However,  if, 
when  weaving,  a  small  portion  of  wood  or  cotton  is  inserted,  a  full 
washable  fabric  is  obtained. 
Btfll  a  Qneatlon  of  Baw  KaterlaU — leatlieT  Bnbitltnte. 

The  above  facts  are  from  the  Frankfurter  Zeitung,  which  jonmal, 
however,  claims  that  the  textile  question  is  not  yet  fully  solved.  It 
slates  that  the  production  of  clothes  from  "  Stapelfaser  has  already 
been  started  at  several  factories  in  Germany,- but  that  the  products 
have  been  taken  by  the  military  authorities  for  the  needs  of  the 
army.  Kven  if  the  method  is  technically  finished,  production  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  supply  of  raw  materials  and  mainly  chemicals. 
Both  the  raw  materials  and  the  chemicals  neces-sary  are  available  in 
Germany,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantities. 

The  Textile-Industrie  A.  B.,  in  Barmen,  has  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  product  from  cellulose  yam  which,  without  any  dressing,  can  re- 
place leather  and  fiom  which  shoes  are  said  to  have  been  successfully 
made. 

An  American  consulate  is  to  lie  opened  at  Oruro,  Bolivia,  by  the 
Department  of  Stiitc,  and  Mr.  Koss  Ilazeltinc  has  been  appomted 
consul. 

Goot^lc 
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UETHOS  OP  COHFTrmn}  CABGO  SPACE  NEEDED  FOB  BABBELS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  lias  worked  out,  for  the 
use  of  shippers,  the  following  formula  for  computing  the  hold  space 
required  for  a  shipment  of  bairels,  when  the  intemnl  contents  in 
cubic  feet  are  known : 


2.81 
1 


■xVxN 


where  V=total  hold  apace  required.  , 

%'=intemal  content?  in  cubic  feet. 
1  gnllon=0.134  cubic  feet. 

L=numher  of  barrels   In   length   of  bottom   layer. 

w=:nnmber  of  barrels  in  width  of  bottom  layer. 

N=number  of  barrels  in  shipment. 

The  coefficient j-  ^  varies  with  the  shape  and  size  of  the  hold. 

1>    \v 
For  existing  commercial  conditions  the  range  of  variation  of  the 
coefficient  is  in  all  probability  between  1.5  and  1.8. 

A.ssumc  a  shipment  of  134  fifty-gallon  ban-els,  the  bottom  layer 
10  barrels  long  and  4  barrels  wide; 

then  L=10;  w=:4, 

v=50Xl>.l!i4  cubic  feet. 

=G,7  cubic  feet. 
N=134  barrels. 
Substituting  in  the  formula 

2.8_ 
1 
^~10~4 
=1.7X6-7X134. 
=1,526  cubic  feet  of  hold  space  required. 


PBIBIIOF  ISLANDS  FBODUCTS. 

Tlie  BuiTMii  of  Fislieries  reports  that  the  990  bags  of  unground  and 
321  bags  of  ground  bone  from  St.  George  Island,  landed  by  the  Roose- 
velt at  Seattle  on  July  7,  were  soM  late  in  July  to  Brady  &  Co.  of 
that  place.  The  gross  weight  aggregated  6,010  pounds,  while  the 
net  weight  of  bones  was  80,092  pounds.  At  $29  per  ton  the  gi'oss 
proceeds  amounted  to  $1,161.33.  Aftei-  deducting  expenses,  $70.75, 
for  weighing  and  resacking,  the  net  proceeds  anionnted  to  $1,090.58. 
From  this  stmi  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  deducted  $400.46,  due 
to  the  natives,  who  are  p)id  at  the  rate  of  one-half  cent  per  pound 
for  gathering  the  bone.  The  balance  will  then  be  cohered  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  Unite()   States. 

The  84  assorted  domestic  hides  brought  down  from  St,  Paul  Island 
on  the  last  trip  of  the  Roosei'elt  were  sold  to  the  Hibbard-Stewart  Co. 
at  Seattle.  The  proceeds,  amounting  to  $349.55,  have  been  turned 
into  the  United  States  Treasury.  These  hides  were  chiefly  from 
sheep  which  had  been  slaughtered  for  the  Government  mess. 

-      'Sic 
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A1TSTSAIIAK  IMFOBIS  TROTS.  TTNITED  STATES. 

IHownrd  A.  Trr.it,  scFrclBr;  lo  commercial  attacbi^,  Uollwumc,  Jul;  SD.I 

The  following  figures,  compiled  by  the  Common  wen  Ith  statistician, 
Mr.  G.  H,  Knibbs,  show  the  imporls  into  Australia  from  the  United 
Htiites  during  the  fiscal  year  1910-17,  as  compared  with  imports  dar- 
ing the  calendar  year  1913. 

The  year  1913  was  the  Inst  12  months  before  the  war  in  which 
retui'ns  were  reckoned  from  Jnnuiiry  through  December;  the  change 
to  the  fiscal  system  was  made  in  1914-15,  and  for  this  reason  1913 
is  taken  as  the  latest  normal  pre-war  year. 
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larse  Increase  in  Trade  With  Japan. 

Altlioii*!;!!  there  is  a  decroase  in  iiiipoi'ts  of  wooJ  nnd  wicker  and 
maniifacliires,  tiie  .^liipnu'iits  of  these  foimmxlities  from  the  United 
Stiito.s  to  Auslniliti  were  nenrlv  six  times  ns  great  as  imports  of  the 
snme  niticle-i  from  Iho  ITnited  kingdom.  The  lihipments  from  Jnpan 
nmoiintcd  in  li)i;(  to  $.">  12,. ■.()»,  mid  in  101G~17  to  $836^98,  or  about 
one-fifth  of  liic  shipments  from  the  United  States, 

Tlic  total  shipments  from  Jupan  for  1013  were  $4,473,970,  while 
in  1910-17  tlioy  were  $10,474 ,3 7:i,  nn  increase  of  more  than  290  per 
cent.  It  is  a  fact  that  every  ship  from  Australia  to  Japan  carries 
niiinbers  of  Australian  biisine-ss  men  bent  on  making  connections 
with  Japanese  firms;  but  as  soon  as  the  United  States  is  able  to  pro- 
vide fillips  to  handle  the  business  to  and  from  hero,  the  trade  will 
probably  revert  to  America. 
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There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  any  of  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  to  ciiiise  tliem  to  be  divei-ted  to  other  countries  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  only  the  faihne  of  American  manufacturers 
and  shippers  to  meet  Anstrnlian  requirements  is  likely  to  affect  the 
business  with  the  United  Stat«s.  None  of  the  American  gains  in 
this  market  can  he  i-egarded  as  essentially  temporacy.  Apart  fi'om 
the  disturbed  conditions  due  to  the  war,  the  available  shipping 
facilities  may  be  said  to  be  satisfactory.  Hitherto  there  has  been 
some  complaint  about  the  unwillingness  of  American  manufacturers 
to  extend  credits  of  sufficient  length,  but  this  condition  is  being 
righted. 

A  moderate  campaign  is  being  made  to  .stimulate  the  production  of 
goods  in  Australia,  both  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  home  demands 
and  for  export,  but  lal>or  troubles  prevent  much  development  in  tiiis 
way.  although  new  industries  are  being  started  from  time  to  time. 
The  general  disposition  in  Australia  is  in  favor  of  American -made 
goods,  and  an  endeavor  to  conform  to  Australian  tastei^  coupled  with 
an  effort  to  "  deliver  the  goods  "  should  result  in  a  large  permanent 
trade  with  this  country.  At  this  time  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  matter 
of  establishing  a  paying  business  with  Australia  depends  upon  the 
American  manufacturer. 

BECEZPTS  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  O07ERHHENT. 

(ConHUl  Qeoeral  AJIrMl  A,  WlnBlow,  Aucklnnil.) 
According  to  a  statement  just  given  out  by  the  Acting  Minister  of 
I'Mnance  of  Now  Zealand,  the  revenue  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1018,  showed  a  net  increase  of  $12,454,829  over  the  income  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  lfll7.  The  receipts  are  itemized  in  the 
following  table  covering  the  two  years: 
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The  receipts,  it  is  understood,  vcrj^  greatljV'  exceeded  the  disburse- 
ments, since  the  Government's  bank  deiwsits  at  the  end  of  June, 
1J>18,  amounted  to  $C8,129,17r),  as  compared  with  $36,478,423  at  the 
close  of  June,  1917. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BTJItEAD  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMEECE. 


DIBTBICT  OFFICES. 
KTW   lOKK;   lit  CislOBboHa. 
BOSTOKi  1301  Ciitenkense. 
CHICACO:  S04  F»dc«l  BillillBg. 
ST.  LOriSKiO!  Tklrl  NktIoMi  lUnk  BdIIiIIis. 
KEK  OBIfiKBi  lOSO  Blbcrala  Bank  Biill41i«. 
»AN  FBAXttSCO:  SOI  Caitomhoais, 
BBAtTLB:  BIS  BiiiTj  Billdlng. 


COOPEBITIVB  OFHCES. 
CliEVEI.lNV:  Chanber  or  Commerce. 
nXCISMTI:  number  M  CDmnfrce. 
CniCI^HATl:  deneril  Ftelgkl  .\t«at>  SMtkira 

Ballwa;,  OS  Ingallt  Balldlng. 
LOSlNGELESi  Chamber 
rBlUDELPUIA :  Chanbtt  el  C 
fOBTI.inV.  OBEO.t  ClMBbfr  o 
DlITONt  fireaUT  Daytaa  JtMSclalioB.  I,-, 
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EEGTTLATIOITS  GOVEHNIHG  SHIPPEE'S  EXPORT  DECLAEATIOir 

The  War  Trade  Board  nnnoiiiices,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  E. 
219),  tliiit  the  following  pi-ocedure  must  be  followed  in  executing 
shipper's  export  declarations  for  shipments  which  are  covered  ia 
part  by  individual  export  licenses  and  wliich  as  to  the  balance  arc  to- 
be  licensed  by  a  collector  of  customs : 

^  Immediately  under  the  export  license  number  must  be  listed  the 
goods  covered  by  that  license.  If  the  number  of  items  is  too  great  to 
list  individually,  a  general  description  may  be  used  to  conform  with 
Schedule  B  (Department  of  Commerce — Classification  of  Com- 
modities). 

Immediately  under  the  items  covered  by  individual  licenses  will  be 
written  a  statement  similar  to  the  following:  "To  be  licensed  by  a 
collector  of  customs."  Immediately  following  this  statement  will  be 
either  a  detailed  list  of  the  commodities  or  a  general  description  to 
conform  with  Schedule  B. 

In  every  instance  where  a  general  description  is  used  there  must 
be  attached  to  one  copy  of  the  shipper's  export  declaration  an  invoice 
describing  the  goods  in  detail,  and  such  invoice  must  be  divided  to 
show  what  items  are  to  be  licensed  by  the  collector  and  what  items  are 
covered  by  individual  licenses  and  the  number  of  such  licenses. 

This  invoice  will  be  attached  to  and  returned  with  that  copy  of  the 
shipper's  export  declaration  which  is  rendered  to  tlie  War  Trade 
Board  by  the  collector  of  customs. 


PROPOSALS  FOB   QOTEBKHENT   SUPPLXXS  AST)   CORSTRUCTION. 


or  Uie  work  Is  to  l)o  pcrrormcd.  lu  ca8cH  wlipro  Ihi'  lime  limit  is  too  sliort  to  pi-rmIC 
firms  Id  BUbmlt  tcniliTs.  tlipy  slioiild  n»k  In  be  iilnrwl  on  the  miiUlnB  lluls  o(  such  otBccs 
to  reccire  notltva  calling  fur  future  nupiillea  or  work  of  «.  iliulliir  uaturp.] 

Metllcnl  supplies,  No.  5412. — Renletl  proposals  will  Ik-  received  at  the  Fielil 
Medical  Supply  r>e|K>t.  Vnlted  States  Army.  21  M  Street  NE,,  Wiisbing- 
ton,  D.  C  iiiUU  September  28,  1918,  for  furnishing  and  ilellverluB  acid 
uietapliosphorlc,  acid  pli<isi)liutiiiicstli-,  iK-lil  uric,  cnlciiim  hypochlorite, 
charcoal,  gualacuin,  tuauganuB  tiuliihnte.  maanlte,  and  uaptitlio-i'e.4}rc!u. 

Bublx-r  (ToodB,  No.  .'i4]  3.— Son  led  proposnlB  will  \)e  rccdvml  nt  the  Kledlcal 
Supply  Deimt.  T'iiite<l  Stiilcs  Army,  628  Greenwich  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  until  September  SO,  1918,  for  funilshing  f,  a  h.  cars  or  f.  a,  s,  whorf 
In  the  city  la  which  coutractor'S  works  are  located :  Hand  utoiuizera,  hot- 
water  bags,  Ice  bags,  bandages,  Hesiblc  bouRlcs,  tl|>s  for  ciiitclies,  cushions, 
gloves,  solea  for  slippers,  powder  sprinklers,  fountain  syringes,  stomach 
tubes,  ami  draltiase  tubing. 

Escnvfitlou,  No.  i)414.— St'iiU'd  proposal.^  will  be  received  by  the  Tleclamntlon 
Serrlcp,  Dcpartiucnt  of  tlie  Interior,  Waslilnirtoii,  T).  C,  until  Ot-tolier  15, 
1918,  for  Ihe  c<mstructlon  of  12  miles  of  main  lateral  on  (be  Fort  Laramte 
Unit,  Nortli  I'Inlle  rroject,  Nebraska -Wyomins,  involving  about  167.000 
cnbic  ynrds  of  excaviitlon.  The  work  is  located  near  the  Bridgepurt- 
(JuernM'y  line  of  the  CUIcvigo,  IlurllnKton  &  Qnln..-y  Kjiilruiid,  in  the  viciuily 
of  Torrlnstiin,  AVyo. 

'  Wooden  ware,  No.  ,1415,— Seal  wl  |iro|iosnls  will  be  received  by  llie  Medical  Sup- 
ply Depot,  UnlttHi  KtjUes  Army.  023  Greenwich'Strcet.  New  York.  N.  Y., 
until  OctolH-r  1,  1018.  for  furuiNhlng  aud  delivering  f.  o.  b.  car^  or  f.  ti.  s. 
wliorf  in  Ihe  city  in  which  contractor's  works  are  located,  iu  equal  <]uan- 
titles  niouthly  ;ind  coinplL'ted  January  31,  1919:  30,000  pairs  of  extension 
crutches,  3,GU0  Ij[ji,'Writi;r  tables,  lUid  72.000  bed  traja  wlti  legs. 
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F£££  ADMISSION  OF  UHAT  IN  SPAIN. 

Consul  General  Hurst  cables  from  Barcelona  under  date  of  Sep- 
tember 19  tliat  tlie  Spanish  Government  has  temporarily  removed  tne 
duty  on  refrigerated  meat  and  lias  embargoed  the  esportation  of 
linseed  oil  and  cake. 

ADBrriONS  TO  THE  EXPORT  CONSEEVATION  LIST. 

Tlie  War  Trade  Board  annonnccs  in  a  new  ruling  (AV.  T.  B.  R. 
235)  the  addition  of  the  following  commodities  to  the  Export  Con- 
servation List,  effective  September  24,  1918. 


Cndmlmn,  »*  follows: 

Alloys,  X-'J. 

Ojuipouuds,  X-2. 

MetiU.  X-2. 
Coniliei"  iiwiltes,  X-2, 
C<)tton  neropliinc  diitk. 
Ferroalloys ;  Kerrozlivoniuni,  X-2. 


Pliis,  worsteil,  X-2. 
Zllvonliini,  ns  follows: 

Alloys,  X~2, 

CitiiiiNjuQila.  X-2. 

Metal,  X-2. 

Ores  or  conceutrates,  X-2. 


HANTTFACTURE  OF  BBEAB  IN  SPAIN. 
(Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Ilurat,  Barcelona,  Aug.  22.] 
The  Spanish  Govornmont  has  adopted  measures,  which  went  into 
effect  on  Augnst  20,  regarding  the  manufacture  of  bread.  After  that 
date  only  one  class  of  wheat  flour  may  bo  milled,  and  from  it  only 
one  class  of  bread  baked,  extra  fine  bread  being  forbidden  and  pastry 
restricted. 

In  order  to  purchase  oats,  barley,  or  rye,  millers  in  each  Province 
must  unite  under  tlie  presidency  of  the  civil  governor  and  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  represent  them  as  a  syndicate.    Only  (he  syndi- 
cates can  buy  grain  at  prices  fixed  by  a  central  committee  located  at 
78828°— 18  1121  o\c 
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Madrid.    The  maximum  selling  price  at  the  warehouse  of  the  pro- 

.  diicer  is  $C.OC, $7.02, and  $7.20  (37,30,  and  40  pesetas)  per  220  pounds 
for  oats,  barley,  and  rye,  respectively.  The  price  of  wheat  was  fixed 
by  roynl  dccnie  in  March,  1917,  at  $7.20  pev  220  pounds  (40  pesetas 
per  100  kilos),  and  the  price  of  flour  at  $9.18  iier  220  pounds  (51 
pesetas  per  100  kilos). 

AGBICtriTirEAL  WAGES  IN  IBEUNB. 

[CoLBDl  C.  C.  Bmy,  DobliD,  Aug.   20.1 

The  wnges  of  agricultural  laborers  in  Ireland  are  regulated  by  a 
Wages  Board  formed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Corn  Production 
Act  of  1917.  For  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  minimum  wages  to  be 
paid,  Ireland  has  been  divided  by  this  Doard  into  three  groups,  as 
follows : 

1.  Counties  of  Antrim.  Dowd,  and  Dublin;  County  Borongb  of  Belfast,  with 
portion  of  the  County  of  Londonderry ;  Broeheda  Urban  District ;  tlie  cities  of 
Cork,  Limerick,  Wnterford,  Glonmei,  Traiee,  Galway,  and  Sligo. 

2.  All  tlie  other  counties  of  Ireland  except  those  in  the  Province  of  ConnauKht 
and  the  counties  of  Kerry,  Clare,  West  Corlt,  a  portion  oC  Donegal,  aud  a  amall 
portion  of  County  WoBtmeatli,  adjoining  the  Counties  of  I»ncford  and  Cavan. 

8.  This  group  Is  composed  of  the  exceptions  named  under  group  2,  but  some 
of  the  urban  districts  and  small  rural  areas  in  it  are  classed  as  in  group  2. 

The  board  fixes  the  minimum  wages  in  each  of  the  groups  and  deals 
with  complaints  arising  in  connection  therewith.  Since  May  1, 1918, 
it  has  dealt  with  about  1,000  claims,  in  half  of  which  it  has  eflfected  a 
settlement.  Arrears  in  wages  amounting  to  over  $12,000  have  beea 
paid  by  employers.  The  rates  of  wages  fixed  for  summer  time  in  the 
three  groups  are  as  follows: 

1.  Male  workers  over  21  years  of  age,  25  shillings  (equal  to  16.08)  per  week, 
with  overtime  at  7J  pence  ($0.15)  per  hour.  Female  workers  over  18  years  of 
age.  15  shillings  <$3.GG)  per  week. 

2.  Male.  22  shillings  C  penee  ($5.47)  per  week  and  6]  pence  ($0.13)1  per  hour 
overtime.     Female,  12  shillings  S  pence  (J8.04)  per  week. 

3.  Male.  20  siililinKs  (S4.8T|  per  week  and  6  pence  1$0.12)  per  hour  overtime. 
Pemole.  10  ahiniogs  (.?2.43)  per  week. 

There  is  also  a  schedule  of  rates  applicable  in  the  winter  months, 
and  in  addition  to  these  the  board  fixes  the  value  of  benefits  or  allow- 
ances enjoyed  by  the  agricultural  laborer  and  which  may  be  reckoned 
as  a  part  of  his  pay. 

MOLYBDEHTTM  HIHES  TAKEN  OVEE  BY  NOKWEGIAR  COHFANT. 

[Cominec<^isl  Agenl  NormaD  L.  Auderson,  Copenhagen.  DpnioaTli.] 

There  is  being  formed  in  Christiania  a  limited  company  for  the 
purchase  and  working  of  the  well-known  molybdenum  mines,  the 
so-called  "Knaben  mines,"  in  Fjotland.  The  "Knaben  mines," 
which  since  1905  have  belonged  to  the  English  company,  The  Black- 
well  Developing  Corporation  (litd.),  have  now  been  taken  over  by 
Norwegians  at  a  price  of  2,500,000  crowns. 

The  plant  comprises  "Knaben  mines"  1  and  2.  Number  1  has 
been  worked  off  and  on  ever  since  1885  and  has  produced  more  mo- 
lybdenum than  any  other  single  mine  in  the  world.  "  Knaben  mine 
number  2  "  is,  however,  the  main  one.  The  plant  is  in  full  working 
order  and  an  ore  zone  of  considerable  dimensions  has  been  dis- 
covered. 

The  head  office  of  the  new  company  will  be  in  Christiama.  . 
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AUEBICAN  UACEHTEET  INfiTAZXES  AT  NAHTU  XDIllS. 
[CoDBul  Lawrence  P.  BtletTSi  RaogcHiD,  Burma,  ladla.] 

The  Burma  Mines  (Ltd.)  is  now  erecting  at  Namtu,  Northern 
Shan  States,  Burma,  a  mill  for  concentrating  the  lead,  silver,  ond 
zinc  ores  of  these  mines.  Tlie  mill  is  being  erected  imder  the 
supervision  of  American  engineers  and  mechanics,  and  American 
machinci^  is  employed  throughout. 

The  mme  is  situated  some  G  miles  from  Namtu,  with  which  it  is 
connected  by  a  narrow  (2-foot)  gauge  railway.  The  ore  is  brought 
out  of  the  mine  through  a  tunnel  2  miles  long,  and  electric  locomo- 
tives will  be  used  to  haul  the  mine  cars  through  the  tunnel  to  largo 
storage  bins  at  the  portal.  From  the  storage  bins  the  ore  will  be 
railed  to  the  mill  bins  at  Namtii, 

The  mill  will  have  a  capacity  of  at  least  700  tons  per  day  ond  is 
laid  out  so  that  its  capacity  can  bo  extended  to  3,000  tons  per  dav. 
The  present  700-ton-a-day  plant  will  cost  approximately  $1,000,000, 
of  which  $200,000  has  already  been  spent  in  the  United  States  for 
machinery  and  supplies.  The  purchases  made  in  America  consist 
mainly  of  gyratory  crushers,  electrically  operated  car  tipples,  crush- 
ing rolls,  jigs,  elevators,  conveying  machinery,  cigines,  electric  motors, 
electric  locomotives,  general  electrical  supplies,  concentrating  tables, 
tube  mills,  continuous  filters,  steel  plates,  channels,  beams,  angle  iron, 
and  roofing  materials. 

The  Burma  Mines  (Ltd.),  an  operating  firm  controlled  hy  the 
Buiina  Corporation,  is  by  far  the  largest  mming  corporation  operat- 
ing in  Burma,  and  the  Namtu  Mine  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  world. 
Considerable  American  capital  is  supposed  to  be  interested.  The 
resident  manager  and  his  assistant  are  Americans,  and  33  other 
American  engineers,  superintendents,  and  mechanics  are  employed 
at  Namtu. 


CONDITION  OF  ITAUAK  BICE  CBOF. 

IConaul  Nortb  T^nshrp,  Mllaa,  Aug.  20.] 

The  harvesting  of  the  rice  crop  begins  in  the  early  part  of  Septem- 
ber for  premature  varieties,  while  normal  varieties  are  harvested 
much  later. 

The  rice  cultivation  this  year  has  been  carried  on  under  difficulties, 
such  as  lack  of  fertilizing  materials  and  scarcity  of  labor,  the  latter 
having  been  the  cause  for  considerably  delaying  and  adversely  affect- 
ing the  sowing  and  peeling  operations.  Cost  of  production  is  said  to 
have  been  very  high. 

Keports  sliow  that  the  rice-growing  areas  have  been  increased  con- 
siderably in  Lombardy  (consular  district  of  Milan)  and  in  Piedmont 
(consular  district  of  Turin),  due  to  encouragements  given  by  the 
Government,  and  that  this  inci-ease  is  sufficient  to  compensate  the  re- 
ductions occurred  in  the  areas  in  Verona  district  (consular  district 
of  Venice)  and  Emilia  (consular  district  of  Florence). 

The  present  hot  season  has  been  most  favorable  to  the  crop  and  all 
indications  are  that,  in  quality,  it  will  be  good  and,  in  quantity,  will 
bo  nearly  the  same  as  last  year,  but  some  apprehension  is  felt  by  the 
growers  as  regards  both  labor  and  other  harvesting  facilities  which 
arc  entirely  insufficient.  |i^ 
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BiriLIIIKG  0PEKATI0H8  IH  HEW  ZE&L&XD. 

[Comal  ODeral  AKred  A.  Wlnalow,  Aa«kUad,  Aag.  6.) 

Arrangements  have  just  been  completed  whereby  the  hospital  board 
of  Taumarnnui  has  secured  the  necessary  loan  to  begin  the  construc- 
tion of  a  public  hospital  in  that  town  at  a  probable  cost  of  about 
$200,000.  Inquiries  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  hospital  board 
at  that  place  will  receive  attention. 
Port  IropTOT«ineiitt  for  Hew  PlTnoatta. 

The  harbor  board  at  New  Plymouth,  New  Zealaud.  has  under  con- 
sideration port  improvements  that  are  estimated  to  cost  $1,500,000. 
The  final  scheme  provides  for  the  erection  of  a  sea  wall  and  break- 
water area  of  300  acre.*?,  which  is  to  be  dredged  to  40  feet  at  low 
water,  witli  seven  additional  ferroconcrete  wharves.  This  will  make 
the  port  available  for  ocean  liners  and  supply  one  imixtrtant  and 
up-to-date  harbor  for  the  west  coast  of  the  North  Islana, 
Addition  to  AacklABd  Tnzmm'  FreeiiiiK  Co.'i  Work*. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  shippins  space  and  the  congestion  of 
meat  supplies,  the  Auckland  Farmers^  Freezing  Co.  is  to  erect  addi- 
tional cold-storage  space  sufficient  to  accommodate  200,000  additional 
carcasses,  which  will  increase  the  capacity  of  these  plants  to  700.000 
60-pound  carcasses.  The  cost  of  these  new  cold-storage  additions  will 
be  about  $243,325,  and  are  i[it«nded  to  be  completed  by  January  1 
next. 

SUMMEB  RICE  CROP  OF  SWATOW  DISTRICT. 

[CoDinl  M.  B.  Mjcrs,  Swatow,  China,  Jul/  19.] 

Owing  to  a  prolonged  drought,  rice,  the  principal  crop  and  staple 
food  of  the  Swatow  district,  was  planted  late.  The  rains,  when  they 
once  began,  continued  steadily  for  eight  weeks,  with  the  result  that 
the  low-lying  land  in  the  Han  River  Basin  was  submerged  for  many 
days.  At  the  end  of  June,  when  the  grain  was  ready  to  be  har- 
vested, a  typhoon  swept  over  the  di.'ftrict  and  practically  completed 
the  destruction  of  the  crop.  Kityang,  the  chief  producing  district, 
reports  a  30  per  cent  harvest;  in  Hing-ning  it  is  estimated  to  be 
between  10  and  20  per  cent  The  harvest  of  the  whole  district  may 
not  exceed  25  per  cent  of  normal. 

As  is  to  be  expected,  the  price  of  rice  has  increased  considerably. 
At  present  a  Mexican  dollar  buys  only  18  pounds,  as  compared  with 
24  pounds  last  DecemlKr.  All  the  summer  crops,  such  as  peanuts, 
beans,  com,  indigo,  and  vegetables,  have  been  much  affected  by  the 
heavy  rains  and  the  typhoon. 


New  Cement  Works  in  Norway, 

Commercial  Agent  Norman  L.  Anderson  reports  from  Copen- 
hagen, Denmark,  that  a  new  cement  works  is  to  be  built  near  Kjops- 
nes,  in  Tysfjorden,  Norway.  At  the  head  of  the  enterprise  are  many 
large  business  men  in  northern  Norway.  The  capacity  of  the  factory 
is  estimated  at  300.000  barrels  of  cement  per  year,  and  ihe  capital 
?tock  will  be  4,000,000  crowns.  -  i 
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TKASE  EXTENSION  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

ICoDSul  Lewis  W.  naskcll,  Geneva,  Aug.  17.] 

Thnt  Swiss  merchnnts  are  often  deterred  by  freight  dilTictiltios  nnd 
terms  of  payment  from  placing  orders  for  American  wares  tlmt 
they  -would  be  glad  to  obtoin  was  brought  out  in  the  course  of  nn 
interview  had  with  a  large  Geneva  houso  dealing  in  clothing,  shoes, 
and  sports  goods.    In  discussing  the  matter  recently  this  firm  said: 

Swiss  trnilesnicn  now  receive  nmnproua  ofTers  from  Anierlcnn  exporters  wlto 
think  that  there  Is  n  boo<1  opportunity  to  Increase  buslnPS3  with  this  country. 
A  RTcat  imiuher  would  very  mucli  Hke  to  ref^wnd  to  this  effort,  but  tliey  And 
It  IntpoHSlble  under  the  actiml  couUltlons  of  payment  required  by  the  American 
Uruis.  They  object  to  scniling  iiayuieut  to  .\u)erlca  for  goods  tlmt  they  nre  not 
euro  to  have  eveu  shipped  to  tlipni,  as  no  International  transactions  arc  quite 
certain  nowndnys.  It  involves  too  great  a  risk  for  them  to  leave  Important 
minia  of  money  unemployed  (or,  at  least,  unproductive)  during  long  perlwls 
of  time  owing  to  the  war. 

They  suggest  that  American  flnns  deslronii  of  dealing  with  them  phouhl 
aGcerinin,  tlirongh  the  usual  commorcial  and  officlitl  channels,  their  reliability 
and  sympathips,  and,  when  accepting  orders  from  them,  send  the  gootis  under 
tlie  control  of  the  Societft  Suisse  de  Surveillance,  exacting  payment  at  delivery. 
To  make  it  more  secure  to  llie  senders,  the  goods  could  be  consigned  to  the 
represeatatlve  oE  aa  American  bank  in  Switzerland, 

Also,  it  should  make  It  more  tempting  for  the  Swiss  tradesmien  to  Inci'cnse 
business  with  American  firms  if  the  latter  did  not  send  la  offers  for  goods 
thnt  are  forblddea  to  t>c  shipped  to  Switzerland. 

German  fii-ms,  in  so  far  as  they  are  doing  businass  here  at  all,  are 
offering  the  same  terms  of  payment  they  did  before  the  war. 


EIGHT  MONTHS'  EXPORTS  ^ROK  LONDON  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[CoDBUI  Crnerol  Robert  P.  Sklan^r,  London,  Eaglaad.  Sept.  I.t 

Tlie  total  of  declared  exports  from  Tjondon  to  the  United  Stntea 
for  the  eight  montlis  ended  August,  1918,  aggregated  $43,842,354, 
compared  with  $103,037,237  during  the  same  period  in  1917,  The 
principal  articles  entering  into  the  foregoing  figures  were  as  follows: 
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The  total  value  of  the  shipments  for  August,  1918,  only  reached 
(he  low  figure  of  $4,170,901,  as  against  $0,208,444  for  the  same  month 
in  1917  and  $10,440,044  in  iolO,  Precious  stones  aggi-egated 
$1,443,317,  compared  with  $1,223,412  in  July;  tin,  $361,890,  against 
$281,744;  furs,  $198,381,  compared  with  $240,769;  art.  $29,549, 
against  $80,491;  and  rubber,  $10,454,  against  $117,708.  There  were 
,  no  shipments  of  tea,  hides,  or  wool,  but  other  items  which  were  most 
conspicuous  during  the  month  included  chemicals,  drugs,  and  acids, 
which  aggregated  $238,702,  opium  $95,637,  gum  arabic  $52,412,  medi- 
cines and  medical  compounds  $8-5,217,  and  indigo  $43,094. 


Give  Onr 
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COTTON  CTJinVATION  DT  SOUTH  PACIFIC  ISL&ITOS. 

IBrltlxh  (GovcTnmentj   Board  o(  Trade  Jounul,  Aug.  22.] 

With  suitable  labor  and  a  fair  market  the  South  Pacific  Islands, 
according  to  the  report  of  Use  Inter-Slate  Commission  of  Australia 
on  the  trade  of  the  South  Pacific,  offer  a  wide  and  promisine  field  for 
cotton  cultivation.  In  New  Caledonia  and  the  New  Hebrides  the 
French  have  sliown  how  promising  is  this  field  both  from  the  point 
of  view  of  production  and  consumption. 

A  recent  consular  report  states  that  it  was  only  a  few  years  ago 
that  cotton  growing  was  started  in  New  Caledonia,  but  it  is  already 
a  flourishing  industry  and  promises  to  assume  important  dimensions. 
Cotton  first  appears  in  the  list  of  exports  in  1908  with  a  total  of  a 
litttlc  over  n  half  ton.  Since  then  progress  has  been  rapid,  as  the 
following  figures  show: 


v-. 

Toni. 

VlhM. 

Y«r. 

Tods. 

Value. 

S 

£275 

,, 

The  value  of  cotton  exported  in  1914  was  £7,300,  as  against  £10,000 
in  1913.    Owing  to  the  fall  in  price  of  cotton  due  to  the  war,  planters 
held  their  stocks.    A  considerable  quantity  of  cotton  seed  lias  also 
been  exported  from  New  Caledonia. 
Ezoellent  Quality  Fioduc«d— Indnttr;  In  H«w  Hebrides. 

Commenting  on  the  quality,  one  authority  states  that  the  plant 
grows  well,  even  in  the  poorest  soil ;  and  in  good  soil,  where  proper 
care  is  taken,  yields  abundantly,  the  average  in  such  cases  being 
between  1^00  and  1,500  kilos  (2,582  and  3^54  pounds)  of  seed  cotton 
per  hectare  (2.47  acres).  In  tlie  most  favorable  spots  and  under  care- 
ful cultivation  the  yield  is  said  to  be  considerably  higher. 

The  quality  also  is  excellent.  In  1912  the  cotton  was  quoted  on  the 
Havre  market  at  from  la.  7d.  to  2s.  per  kilo.  A  small  consignment 
was  recently  sent  from  Noumea  to  Liverpool,  and  is  reported  to  have 
been  sold  at  a  higiier  price  than  the  maximum  paid  at  Havre.  The 
price  paid  to  local  planters  is  4.8d.  per  Irilo  (unginned).  The  present 
area  under  cotton  is  estimated  to  be  from  800  to  1,000  hectares  (1,976 
to  2,470  acres). 

An  interesting  feature  of  cotton  cultivation  in  New  Caledonia  is 
that  it  is  not  annual  as  in  America  and  Egypt,  but  perennial,  the 
cotton  plant  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  frosts  thriving  and 
producing  for  many  years.  The  growing  of  cotton  in  New  Cal^onia 
has  been  encouraged  by  the  establishment  at  Noumea  of  a  cotttm- 
ginning  plant.  The  variety  of  cotton  cultivated  is  the  Goiypium 
Peruvianum,  a  coarse,  strong-grained  cotton,  largely  used  m  the 
trade  for  mixing  with  woolen  tnread. 

In  an  article  on  the  New  Hebrides,  which  appeared  in  the  I/'Oceanie- 
Francaise.  it  is  stated :  "  Tlio  French  colonists  have  only  tried  cotton 
growing  during  the  last  three  years.  They  have  entered  into  this 
venture  with  hesitation,  fearing  disaster,  in  view  of  the  frequent 
rains.'  The  results  have  dissipated  their  fears,  and  the  surprising 
thing  is  timt  the  island  of  Santo,  the  most  humid,  has  suoceeded  the 
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best  in  this  new  cultivation.    Over  G!)l,280  kilos  (C'!!  tons)  of  cotton 
■wcro  exported  from  the  New  Hebrides  in  1914.    The  quality  is  re- 
ported to  bo  excellent. 
Besultt  In  Other  Islandi. 

Experiments  were  mnde  by  (he  German  authorities  in  the  island  of 
Bongainrille  {Bismarck  Archipelago)  with  Curovonica  cotton,  which 
"gave  an  exceedingly  fine  staple  of  IJ  inches  in  length,  desciibed 
as  strong  and  of  good  color." 

In  1915, 100  acres  were  under  cotton  in  British  Papua,  the  product 
of  whicli,  to  the  value  of  £3,300,  was  exported.  The  assistant  resident 
magistrate  of  the  northeastern  division,  in  his  report  for  1914-15, 
stated  that  he  had  obtained  a  supply  of  cotton  seed,  and  as  oppor- 
tunity offci-ed  he  distributed  this  among  the  villages,  with  instruc- 
tions as  to  planting. 

In  1880  the  cotton  crop  of  Fiji  was  valued  at  £30,000,  but  its  cul- 
tiTation  gradually  gave  way  to  more  profitable  products.  Efforts 
have  recently  been  made  by  tht  Fijian  Government  to  resuscitate 
this  industry  by  supplying,  free  of  cost,  to  the  Indian  population 
the  necessary  seed,  and  by  providing  for  the  purchase  by  the  local 
agricultural  department  or  the  cotton  harvested.  The  estimated 
area  under  cotton  in  1914  in  Fiji  was  530  acres,  as  against  24  acres  in 
1913.  The  amount  of  cotton  purchased  by  the  agricultural  depart- 
ment in  1914  and  early  in  1915  amounted  to  about  10,000  pounds,  all 
grown  from  seed  distributed  from  the  Government  Experiment  Sta- 
tion at  Lautoka.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  cultivation  of  cotton  in 
Fiji  will  extend  among  the  Indians  settled  there. 

In  the  Tongan  Islands  Protectorate,  it  is  said,  the  climate  and  soil 
of  many  parts  of  the  group  arc  particularly  well  adapted  for  the 
establishment  of  a  successful  cotton  industry,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  before  long  cotton  will  be  added  to  the  products  of  these  islands. 

In  18C5  and  1866  the  cotton  crop  of  Tahiti  (Society  Islands)  was 
valued  at  £100,000.  Cotton  is  now,  however,  but  little  cultivated  in 
the  Society  Islands,  principally  owing  to  want  of  labor. 

It  will  be  observed  that  tne  localities  mentioned  are  scattered 
throughout  the  greater  area  of  the  South  Pacific  Islands,  and  they 
demonstrate  at  least  (says  the  report  of  the  Interstate  Commission) 
that  cotton  may  be  successfully  grown  on  a  very  large  scale  if  the 
price  offered  therefor  and  the  labor  available  oSer  sufficient  induce- 
ment. 

VALUATION  OF  AlFSTRAIIAN  WOOL  CLI7. 
Illoward  A,  Treat,  Bccrctar;  to  commercial  attache,  Mcllwnrac,  Jni;  ZT.t 

For  the  first  time  the  whole  of  the  Australian  wool  clip  has  been 
valued  on  a  scientific  basis.  Some  061,000,000  pounds  have  been 
handled,  and  the  result,  based  on  the  all-round  flat  rate  of  ISJd.  per 
pound,  is  stated  to  be  14.C8d.  Last  season  the  appraisements  worfeed 
out  at  l4.15d.,  which  shows  an  increase  for  this  season  of  9.5  per  cent. 

The  new  clip  has  already  commenced  to  move  into  Sydney,  8,35» 
bales  having:  oeen  received  from  July  1  to  July  18,  inclusive. 
Freight  is  still  a  problem  and  not  much  i-elief  is  in  prospect,  but  some 
relief  will  be  afforded  by  the  Government  stoi-es. 

Goo<^lc 
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KATAL  gVOAK  CBOF. 
[Coniul  William  W.  UaalrnoD.  Durban,  NalaJ.  Soath  Africa,  Julj  IQ.l 

The  sugar- bearing  area  of  Natal,  which  also  includes  Zululand,  is 
the  most  profitably  cultivated  area  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  so 
far  as  value  per  acre  is  concerned.  The  whole  area  under  cultiva- 
tion can  not  exceed  500,000  acres,  and  with  a  crop  of  only  half  a  ton 
an  acre  for  every  two  years  it  will  amount  to  at  least  $12,000,000 
per  year,  or  about  $24  per  acre,  while  the  general  vield  of  agricul- 
tural produce  per  acre  throughout  the  Union  is  much  smaller. 
Shortage  of  labor. 

The  sugar  industry  and  all  branches  of  agricultural  undertakings 
depend  entirely  upon  the  supply  of  native  labor,  particularly  so  m 
the  sugar  industry,  as  more  men  are  required  in  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  than  any  other  crop,  and  the  fear  is  frequently  expressed  b^ 
the  sugar  growers  that  the  cultivation  of  further  areas  of  sugar  is 
not  any  too  encouraging,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  securing  suffi- 
cient labor.  For  many  years  Indian  labor  was  used  exclusively  in 
the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane,  but  with  the  prohibition  of  further 
immigration  of  Indians  the  Kafir  labor  has  been  used  extensively; 
but  this  native  labor  is  so  unreliable  that  an  inadequate  labor  supply 
may  arise  at  any  time. 

The  Indian  laborers  are  skilled  sugar  growers,  and  hundreds  of 
them  are  purchasing  their  own  land  for  sugar  growing,  and  recently 
it  has  been  learned  that  an  Indian  from  the  north  coast  has  impoi't^ 
a  complete  sugar-milling  plant  from  Australia  at  a  cost  of  over 
$150,000  to  handle  the  cane  in  his  district. 
On^Dt  of  SnKor. 

The  output  of  sugar  for  the  year  1917-18  must  be  approximated, 
as  it  will  be  some  months  before  the  actual  figures  can  be  obtained ; 
but  for  several  months  every  sug^r  mill  in  the  district  has  been  in 
full  operation,  and.  from  what  has  been  crushed  and  what  is  remain- 
ing, it  is  the  general  opinion  by  the  most  reliable  growers  and  millers 
that  this  year's  crop  will  amount  to  at  least  130,ttX)  tons.  This  sea- 
son the  rains  have  been  abundant,  and  but  for  the  heavy  losses  in 
two  districts  by  floods  the  output  this  year  would  have  been  at  least 
140,000  tons. 

In  order  that  an  idea  may  be  gained  as  to  the  growth  of  the  sugar 
industry  in  this  district  the  following  table  is  given,  showing  the 
output  in  tons  of  2,000  pounds  since  the  crop  year  of  1907-8 ; 
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Imports  of  Sneai  Ke^lated. 

But  in  spite  of  the  continued  increase  in  the  output  of  sugar  in 
Natal,  and  the  increase  in  the  price  of  sugar,  and  of  the  fact  that  the 
import  of  sugar  from  I^Iozambique  is  regidated  so  that  these  sugar 
growers  are  protected  and  their  market  not  spoiled,  there  is  a  great 
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deal  of  uneasiness  just  at  present  over  the  fear  of  dumping  of  about 
60,000  tons  of  sugar  from  Mauritius  into  this  market.  The  con- 
sumption of  sugar  in  South  Africa  is  estimated  at  about  150,000 
tons,  and  nearly  all  of  this  is  supplied  from  Natal,  and  a  small  por- 
tion from  Mozambique  nnder  a  clause  permitting  a  certain  amount 
of  this  sugar  being  imported  into  the  Transvaal,  but  the  market  for 
Natal  sugar,  all  it  could  raise,  was  right  at  its  own  door,  and  it  was 
appreciated  accordingly. 

But  the  scarcity  of  vessels  has  left  the  sugar  growers  of  Mauritius 
with  about  60,000  tons  of  last  year's  sugar  crop  on  hand,  and  efforts 
are  being  made  by  parties  in  interest  in  that  island  to  dump  this 
60,000  tons  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  otiicrwise  this  sugar  will 
become  a  total  loss. 

Not  only  is  this  true  of  this  amount  of  sugar  from  the  crop  of  last 
year,  but  this  year  the  available  shipping  is  less  than  last  year,  and 
with  an  average  crop  of  Mauritius  sugar  of  200,000  tons  coming  on  to 
be  disposed  of,  and  with  no  available  shipping,  serious  consequences 
may  b*  in  store  for  Uie  sugar  interests  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

INDUSTEIAI  SITUATION  tS  POLAOT). 

(Prom  Berllae?r  BlirsGn  Zeltiing.  Aug.  5.  traniiiiiltted  by  Commercial  AtUcbC  Ernln  VI. 
TbomiiHol],  CopcnUagea.  Deumark.] 

Next  to  the  textiles,  mining  is  the  principal  industry  in  Poland, 
especially  that  of  coal,  which  was  considerable  in  the  years  before 
(he  war.  The  quality  of  coal  mined  in  Austrian  Poland  is  better 
than  in  the  GeiTnan  portion.  Befcs^  the  war  Russia  started  to  open 
some  mines  In  Poland,  but  the  work  was  never  completed.  Under 
the  German  military  government  the  work  has  progressed,  although, 
of  course,  it  is  not  possible  to  make  the  technical  installations  as  per- 
fect in  Poland  as  in  Upper  Silicia. 

The  iron  industry  in  Poland  has  suffered  greatly  by  the  war,  but 
it  is  still  profiting  by  the  high  fluctuations  which  existed  in  the  coun- 
try before  the  war.  This  is  especially  so  with  the  smelting  works, 
which  are  among  the  most  important  in  the  country  and  without 
which  the  consumers  of  iron  would  be  much  handicapped.  In  pro- 
portion to  Germany,  the  iron  consumption  in  Poland  has  always  been 
small,  but  it  has  increased  since  1910,  owing  to  the  greater  and 
greater  demands  of  the  State  for  war  materials.  While  the  iron  con- 
sumption in  Germany  in  1911  was  136  kilos  pel-  person,  in  Poland  it 
was  only  19  and  in  the  rest  of  Russia  25  kilos.  The  smelting  works 
of  Poland,  to  which  the  Upper  Silicia  mines  have  mainly  contributed, 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1914  treated  125,000  tons  of  raw  iron,  against 
&0,(K)0  tons  in  the  corresponding  period  of  the  year  before.  The  old- 
est works  is  the  Huta  Bankowa,  in  Dombrowa,  which  formerly  was  a 
Russian  possession  but  now  is  under  Austrian  jurisdiction. 

The  zinc  and  other  metal  industries  and  the  cement  works  are  being 
only  partly  worked.  The  glass  industry  also  is  of  importance,  but 
most  of  these  works  have  feen  stopped  by  the  war,  and  only  a  few 
of  the  ZCi  works  are  running  which  oefore  the  war  turned  out  gliiss 
worth  $2,000,000  or  $3,000,000  a  year.  The  sugar  industry  is  partly 
working  in  the  Warsaw  and  Lublin  districts.  The  other  Polish  in- 
dustries which  are  centered  in  Warsaw — leather  and  wood  factories, 
r«ady-made  clothing  for  men  and  women,  linen  mills,  tanneries,  and 
breweries — have  all  suffered  greatly  during  the  war.  ^  -  .  -. ,,  I  . 
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PROFCSEB  VIIXAGE  SUBUBBS  FOR  BRISTOL. 

[Consul  J.  S.  ArniBtrong,  Jr.,  Bristol,  EnglaniJ,  Aug.  24.] 

For  several  yeai-s  before  the  war  building  operations  in  Bristol 
were  inadequate  to  the  citj's  needs,  and  since  the  war  tliey  Imve 
ceased  altogether  on  account  of  the  lack  of  labor  and  materials.  The 
medical  ollicer  of  health  of  t'lis  city  estimates  that  there  are  586 
condemned  houses  in  Bristol  in  occupation,  2,000  houses  in  occu- 
pation which  should  be  condemned,  and  over  5,000  in  occupation 
which  are  unfit  for  habitHtion.  It  is  thought  that  there  will  be  at 
least  3,000  houses  required  by  retuniing  sokliers  as  represented  by 
military  marriages  up  to  1917,  and  that  the  minimum  number  of 
houses  required  for  tlie  actual  needs  of  the  present  population  is 
2,000.  The  health  officer  believes  that  a  total  of  7,250  houses  will 
be  required  within  the  next  5  years. 

The  section  of  the  city  inhabited  by  working  people  is  made  up 
principally  of  small  residences  of  six  rooms — three  bedrooms,  a  par- 
lor, a  kitchen,  and  a  scullery — and  the  rents  vary  from  $1.35  to  $1.85 
a  week.  Few  of  the  houses  in  these  districts  are  owned  by  the  oc- 
cupants. So  great  is  the  congestion  that  none  are  ever  empty. 
Wnen  a  dwelhng  becomes  vacant  there  are  usually  as  many  as  20 
people  on  the  waiting  list  of  the  landlord  anxious  to  take  the  house. 
Those  houses  nearest  large  factories  are  most  in  demand.  Few  have 
gardens,  but  most  of  the  tenants  have  allotments  for  gardening 
within  fairly  convenient  reach. 
AttractlTo  Featnre*  Included  In  Prewnt  Flam*. 

There  is  now  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  favor 
the  provision  of  houses  for  working  people  by  the  local  authorities 
or  by  public  utility  companies  instead  of  by  private  enterprise  as 
heretofore.  The  city  of  Bristol  is  carrying  out  this  policy  by  arrang- 
ing to  purchase  700  acres  of  land  at  a  cost  of  about  $725,000,  whidi 
is  to  be  laid  out  as  village  suburbs.  Further  important  purchases 
will  probably  be  made  for  this  purpose  at  a  later  date. 

In  this  connection  the  city  council  has  approved  a  recommendation 
that  application  be  made  to  the  British  Local  Government  Board  for 
sanction  to  erect  5,000  houses  at  the  end  of  the  war.  It  is  proposed 
to  develop  five  village  suburbs  at  suitable  points  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  city.  Each  house  is  to  have  adjoining  sufficient  land  for  a  gar- 
den, and  the  houses  are  to  be  erected  not  more  than  12  to  the  acre. 
For  every  9  acres  devoted  to  building  it  is  proposed  to  devote  1  acre 
to  open  spaces,  which  are  to  contain  tennis  courts,  bowling  greens, 
and  provision  for  other  outdoor  pastimes. 

The  houses  are  to  be  semidetached  or  built  in  small  blocks  and  set 
back  from  the  street.  In  many  cases  the  houses  are  to  be  planned  in 
quadrangles,  with  a  view  to  avoiding  monotony  of  appearance.  Tlie 
smallest  dwelling  is  to  contain  a  fairly  good-sized  living  room,  a 
scullery,  and  two  bedrooms,  but  the  larger  ones  will  have  tlu-ee  or 
more  bedrooms  and  many  of  them  a  parlor. 
Hay  Offer  Market  for  Furniture. 

As  a  result  of  this  building  scheme  a  large  amount  of  famiture 
will  be  required  to  furnish  the  new  homes.  At  present  there  is  a 
grent  deartli  of  furniture  in  this  country;  nnd  after  the  war,  if 
import  restrictions  are  removed,  there  should  be  a  large  demand  for 
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American  house  furniture.  There  is  being  transmitted  with  this 
report  a  list  of  the  principal  building  contractors  in  Bristol  likely 
to  be  interested  in  building  materials,  and  also  n  list  of  furniture 
dealers  possibiv  interested  in  American  products.  [This  list  may  be 
had  upon  appfication  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreijifn  and  Domestic  Com* 
merce  or  its  district  and  cooperative  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  105824,] 


MISCONCEPTION  OF  THE  TERM  "ATTSTHAIASIA." 
(Consul  Qeneral  Alfred  A.  WIniloir.  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  July  26.] 

The  following  letter,  just  received  from  the  Auckland  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  supplements  and  gives  emphasis  to  this  consulate  gen- 
eral's report  of  June  27  [see  Comsierce  Reports  for  August  1,  1918J 
on  the  incorrect  use  of  the  term  "  Australasia  "  by  American  business 
interests : 

The  nttentlon  of  this  choniber  bos  been  directed  to  the  unsnttsfactoir  position 
resulting  from  tbo  iDdiscrimlnBte  use  of  the  term  "Australasia"  In  connection 
with  business  matters.  It  Is  stated  that  over-sea  exporting  bouses,  In  placing 
neeucies  with  Austrnlinn  firms.  fr«qnently  use  Ihe  term  "Austrolasia  "  wben 
only  the  Conimonwenlth  of  Australia  is  Intended.  Individual  cases  were  quoted 
where,  on  New  Zealand  firms  applying  for  agencies.  It  was  found  that  their 
appointment  was  barred  through  "Australasia "  being  used  In  the  agreement 
with  some  Australian  Brm,  althought  the  latter  had  no  coimectlon  wtintever 
witli  New  Zealand  and  no  intention  of  working  It.  In  some  InstanceB  the  New 
Zealand  appointment  had  actually  been  made  before  the  hitch  resnlting  from 
the  ogreement  was  discovered. 

You  will  recognize  tliat  this  is  detrimental  both  to  New  Zealand  business  and 
to  the  over-sea  exporter,  who  In  many  cases  Is  practically  blocked  from  obtain- 
ing a  connection  In  the  DomiDlon,  The  chamber  la  of  opinion  that  you  may 
think  the  matter  of  sufnclent  ImjMrtnnce  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  An>erlcan 
manufacturers,  pointing  out  that  while  tlie  term  "Australasia  "  Is  understood 
to  cover  Australlo  and  New  Zealand,  the  two  countries  are  quite  distinct,  and  It 
is  not  in  the  Interests  of  either  chat  the  control  of  agencies  covering  tKith  terrt- 
torles  sliould  be  pieced  with  a  firm  doing  business  only  in  one.    ' 


GUADELOITPE  SUGAB  CBOF  MUCH  BELOW  NOBMAL 

[Consul  Hentr  T.  Wllcoi,  Ouadeloupp,  FrrDrh  West  ludles,  Aue.  10.] 
Although  the  thirteen  centrals  of  the  island  have  finished  grinding 
this  year^  crop  of  cane  a  small  part  of  the  sugar  which  they  pro- 
duced is  still  awaiting  shipment  and  therefore  custom.s  figures  cover- 
ing the  total  exportation  of  this  product  are  not  yet  available,  but  it 
is  the  opinion  of  well-informed  persons  that  the  Guadeloupe  sugar 
crop  for  1918  has  not  exceeded  28,000  metric  tons.  That  this  is  a 
poor  crop  is  clearly  seen  by  a  comparison  with  the  figures  for  the 
preceding  four  years,  when  the  output  was:  1914 — 41,110  tons;  1915 
—35,633  tons;  '1916—35,613  tons;  1917—32,378  tons.  The  steady 
decline  in  production  of  sugar  has  been  due  to  the  spread  of  disease 
among  the  canes,  and  the  falling  off  was  made  more  severe  in  1918 
by  dry  weather  which  caused  a  loss  of  saccharine  matter. 

There  were  no  serious  labor  troubles  during  the  harvesting  season, 
but  despite  increased  wages,  many  of  the  laborers  did  not  work  satis- 
factorily and  some  complaint  was  heard  on  the  part  of  the  employers. 
Tlie  entire  sugar  crop,  with  the  exception  of  aoout  1,500  tons,  which 
have  been  kept  in  the  colony  for  local  consumption,  )ias  been  req- 
uisitioned by  the  French  Government  and  will  bo  paid  for  at  tiia 
rate  of  77  francs  per  100  kilos  ($6,74  per  100  pounds).      .  -  . 
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GROWTH  OF  BANKING  BUSINESS  IN  JAPAN. 


1  (Governmcnl)  I 


3  o!  Trade  Journal,  Aug.  22.) 


The  seopo  of  the  banking  business  in  Japan  is  being  enlarged  stead- 
ily,_  and  with  it  a  new  tendency  to  concentrate  capital  is  becoming 
more  pronounced  among  bankers. 

The  banking  returns  for  April,  just  published  by  the  Bankers' 
Clearing  Houses  throughout  Japanj  record  a  large  increase  in  nil 
items  in  bank  assets.  Particularly  m  deposits  the  increase  is  largo 
and  noteworthy;  the  total,  at  the  close  of  April,  according  to  the 
Yokohama  Chamber  of  Commerce  Journal,  running  into  such  a 
large  figure  as  3,132,000,000  yen. 

In  the  following  the  accounts  of  all  banks  in  Japan  at  the  end  of 
April  are  given  by  the  same  authority,  together  with  the  increases 
since  April,  1917,  to  show  how  rapid  a  development  Japan's  banking 
business  is  making: 


lUnu. 

Apti.ieig. 

luim. 

Ap.n,  1918. 
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3*0,580,000 

13»,3M.O0O 

3,133,800,000 

i,ioo,«io,too 

OBhonhuid. 
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f  57,  TOT;  000 

Deposila. 

Even  compared  with  March  this  year  all  these  items  show  a  sub- 
stantial  increase,  with  the  only  exception  of  reserves,  which  present 
a  falling  off  of  1,960,000  yen.    Cash  on  hand  shows  a  sliarp  increase 
of  19,100,000  yen  over  the  preceding  month, 
TcBdencr  to  ConMHtrate  CapltaL 

This  enlargement  of  business  scopes  in  tJic  banking  circles  has 
lately  accelerated  very  much  the  tendency  in  the  line  to  concentrate 
capital,  or,  ih  other  words,  magnify  the  capital  or  business  status, 
eitner  by  amalgamating  with  other  smaller  houses  or  increasing  their 
own  capital.  The  latest  report  of  the  finance  department,  printed 
by  the  Oflicial  Gazette,  states  that  at  the  end  of  Februai-y  there  were 
2,218  banking  houses  in  Japan  proper,  Karafuto,  and  Taiwan,  and 
their  capital  totaled  1,157,753,665  yen.  Compared  with  the  preced- 
ing month  no  change  was  observed  in  the  number  of  banks,  but  in 
their  aggi-cg^tcd  capital  there  was  n  large  increase  of  15,710,000  yen. 

Increases  in  the  aggregate  capital  wore  effected  chiefly  by  the  en* 
largement  of  cnpitaior  conversion  of  old  concerns  into  more  work- 
able ones.  Only  two  new  banks,  with  a  combined  capital  of  2,500,000 
yen,  were  organized  during  February,  while  nine  banks,  inchiding  a 
semiofficial  bank,  enlargea  their  business  scope  by  increasing  their 
capital  by  14,240,000  yen.  Two  banks,  on  the  other  hand,  were  con- 
verted into  more  workable  forms,  and  two  wound  up  their  business 
during  tlic  month,  either  having  been  amalgamated  into  another  or 
having  failed. 

The  same  official  report  states  that  the  concerns  carrying  on  trust 
business  and  ordinary  banking  business  together  are  growing  both  in 
their  size  and  power.  At  the  end  of  February  there  were  10  of  them, 
with  a  combined  capital  of  136,700,000  yen.  In  this  department  of 
banking,  too,  the  tendency  to  concentrate  capital  and  cope  better 
with  the  growing  trade  of  Japan  is  clearly  observable. 

Goo»^lc 
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In  view  of  this  tendency  prevailing  in  banking  circles,  tlic  Gov- 
ernment Js  going  CO  exercise  a  more  effective  siipeivision  ovef  the 
business.  Tiie  by-law  regulating  the  grant  of  charters  for  the  open- 
ing of  banking  houses  had  been  devised  so  as  to  raise  the  luininmm 
limit  to  the  capital  of  banks  in  towns  to  2,000,000  jai-  This  policy 
is  explained  by  the  finance  minister  himself  to  be  a  measiii-e  to  prevent 
the  rise  of  weak  and  shaking  business  houses.  It  is  also  meant  to 
be  an  incentive  to  the  strengthening  by  banks  of  their  linancial  status 
by  amalgamating  with  those  of  a  similar  nature  and  condition. 


CAHAMAN  SPICE  ttUOTATIONS. 
[Consul  Pelli  S.  8.  Johnson,  KingiCoD.  Ontario,  S«pt.  13.] 

In  Canada  spice  prices  have  risen  sharply  during  the  past  year, 
and  importers  find  it  diffictdt  to  obtain  supplies  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties to  take  care  of  the  demand.  Peppers,  which  a  year  ago  sold  at  35 
to  R8  cents  for  black  and  38  to  45  for  white,  are  now  44  to  46  cents 
and  50  to  55  cents  a  pound,  respectively.  Cloves  are  reported  rather 
scarce  and  in  moderate  demand ;  prices  which  last  year  ranged  f i-om 
40  to  55  cents  are  now  75  to  85  cents  a  pound.  Allspice  is  in  active 
demand  in  a  rising  market. 

It  is  stated  that  stocks  of  nutmegs  in  first  hands  are  small  and 
poorly  assorted;  prices  during  the  year  have  advanced  about  5  cents 
a  pound.  Oingers  show  litt^  change,  though  Jamaicas  are  higher 
owing  to  brisk  export  demand  whieh  has  depleted  spot  stocks ;  prices 
ranged  from  25  to  35  cents  a  year  ago  and  are  now  30  to  40  cents. 
Paprika  is  higher  in  price  due  to  existing  conditions  of  transporta- 
tion, the  bulk  of  suppues  coming  from  Spain  with  few  bottoms  avail- 
able. 

Many  grades  of  seeds  and  herbs  are  quite  active.  Importers  are 
finding  that,  because  of  high  prices  abroad,  they  are  able  to  use  spot 
stocks  to  advantage  to  fill  urgent  orders.  Spot  supply,  as  a  conse- 
quence, has  been  depleted,  and  celery  seed,  caraway,  and  thyme  are 
considerably  higher.  Mustard  seed,  which  brought  25  to  30  cents  a 
pound  last  year,  is  38  to  45  cents  to-day. 


FAT-STOCK  PRICES  IN  SCOTLAND. 
IConsal  B.  Ab«rt  JobnsoD.  Dand?«.  Aug.  2S.] 
According  to  a  report  recently  issued  relative  to  the  prices  recently 
obtained  for  Scottish  fat  stock  it  appears  that  the  total  supply  of  fat 
cattle  for  the  week  ending  Wednesday,  August  21,  1918,  which  num- 
bered 1,967,  was  under  the  average  for  the  week  by  1,854.  The  best 
animals  in  some  cases  realized  £3  Ifis.  {$18.48}  per  hundredweight, 
while  the  general  range  of  prices  may  be  compared  with  £4  6d.  to 
£4  10s.  for  first  quality  at  this  time  last  year,  and  from  £3  4s.  3d.  to 
£3  16s.  two  years  ago.  Fat  sheep  numbered  17,745,  as  against  the 
normal  supply  of  19,080;  hogs  ran  from  Is.  SJd.  to  Is.  5d.  {31  to  84 
cents)  per  pound,  as  compared  with  24  to  30  cents  at  this  time 
last  year.  TTiere  were  on  offer  212  fat  pigs,  as  against  the  average  of 
810.  Those  of  the  best  quality  realized  from  17s.  {$4.14)  to  I7s.  9d. 
($4.32)  per  stone;  in  the  corresponding  week  of  last  year  the  rangB 
was  from  lis.  8d.  to  17s. 


ogle 
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COKUGBCE  THXOUOH  THE  SAULT  8TE.  WAHTF,  CASUS. 
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KECIFBOCAI  AIlSAlTG£H£irrS  FOE  WARDENS  IN  ALASKA. 

Through  a  reciprocal  arrangement  wiHi  the  Governor  of  Alaska 
the  Alaska  -wardens  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  have  been  appointed 
ex  officio  game  wardens,  and  the  Territorial  game  wardens  and  spe- 
cial employees  for  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic  among  the 
Indians  have  been  designated  special  wardens  in  the  Alaska  service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  for  the  enforcement  of  the  fisheries  and 
fur  laws  and  regulations.  By  this  arrangement  the  Bureau  has 
added  12  members  to  its  personnel  in  Alaska. 

The  duties  of  the  special  wardens  will  consist  in  reporting  to  a 
judicial  officer  or  to  any  regular  employee  of  this  bureau  in  Alaska 
any  violations  of  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  protection  of  the 
fisheries  and  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska  which  may  come  to  their 
attention.  Cooperation  will  also  be  ^ven  in  the  matter  of  reporting 
shipments  of  furs  from  the  Territory.  A  considerable  increase  in  effi- 
ciency is  hoped  for  through  this  mutually  satisfactory  arrangement. 


COCOA  CROP  PROSPECTS  IN  GUADELOITPE. 

[ConBdl  Heor;  T.  Wllcoi,  Guadeloupe,  Frencta  West  Indies,  Aug.  3E.] 
Cocoa  planters  throughout  the  colony  are  united  in  the  opinion 
that  the  principal  cocoa  harvest  of  the  year,  which  begins  in  No- 
vember, will  probably  be  very  good.  The  weather  so  far  has  been 
very  favorable  for  the  growth  of  the  pods,  and  the  trees  have  borne 
well,  but,  as  the  danger  from  hurricane  wil!  not  have  passed  before 
the  last  of  October,  no  estimate  regarding  the  amount  of  the  coming 
crop  can  be  made  at  present. 

As  a  result  of  the  war,  laborers  have  been  very  scarce,  and  it  is 
possible  that  a  part  of  the  crop  will  be  lost  because  of  lack  of  hands 
at  harvest  time. 

Cargo  si^ace  for  the  shipment  to  France  of  the  stocks  now  on  hand 
is  rraduafly  being  provided,  and  there  is  every  indication  that  few 
dimculties  of  this  nature  will  be  experienced  in  the  future. 


COTTON  RAISING  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

[Howard  A.  Treat,  eecrelarr  to  eommerelal  atlacbt,  Melbourne,  July  20.] 
A  committee  hag  been  appointed  by  the  Commonwealth  Board  of 
Trade  to  investigate  the  facilities  for  raising  cotton  in  Australia  and 
thereby  contribute  to  Great  Britain's  needs  for  tliat  commodity. 
Cotton  raising,  to  a  limited  extent,  has  been  tried  in  Queensland  with 
good  success,  the  amount  of  cotton  accepted  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  May,  1918,  being  40,977  pounds,  as  against  10,163 
pounds  in  May,  1917. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BITREATr  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COUMERCE. 


DLSTBICT  OFFICES. 
REW  lOBK:  134  CadoBkoaM. 
BOBTONi  ISO  I  ClitBBkoiH. 
CUlCACiOl  (04  Frdtnl  Billdlaa. 
gr.  LODUi  40>  Tklrd  NallDul  iBaik  BilMla(. 
Iran  OBLEKikB:  loeo  HlbrrgJi  RiBk  Billdlas. 
BIK  raiNCISCO:  807  CaitDnboua. 
ftUITLBl  84B  Hiari  BalhUaa. 


COOPBRATtfE  OFFICE& 
CLSTEUND:  Ckubtr  at  COBnins. 
CI>Ci:iNlTli  Ounber  of  CoBinFrH. 
ClNCnittTI:  Grnrnl  Pnlihl   Afeat.  A 

Sal  I  WIT,  ■•  iBnlli  BglTdlBi. 
LOS  INGEIESi  Cbiabrr  M  CowMin*. 
PHIMnei.PUIA!  Ckimbcr  ol  Canmtni 
PDRTUND,  OBBC.:  rkmbtr  et  Cuiib* 
UITDNi  Qnatcr  DiitOB  luocliUaa. 
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FOBEION  TttAPE  OPPOETTnilTIES. 

BcKPiTcd  addrrsEes  ma;  be  obtalnni  from  the  Dare«o  lod  Its  dlatrlet  »mi  eoayeni- 
tlve  alHPFa.  Itrqm'St  for  eacb  opporluniti  abDUld  ■>«  on  a  scpante  sbwt  >Dd  ilale 
ovporiniiltr  nniDbtr.  Tht  Bnrenii  dooa  Dot  larntob  cri'illt- ratings  or  uiume 
rPHponsiblllty  ns  (o  the  slniidinir  of  fotelgn  Inquirers;  tbe  asual  prpcauHom  Bboald  be 
taki'D  Id  ntl  rasr^,  Sfmbolg :  ■  Reported  b;  AtnerlfOD  coDsalar  officers ;  t  Reported  )>j 
commercial  Btlacb^a  and  commercial  scents;  1  I>lrect  Inquiries  received  bj  tbe  Bnrcao. 
In  contildcrlnK  the  follon-lon  "  opporlniiltleB  "  bpfsIbI  recard  ahoDld  k« 

bad  to  tbe  lair*  and  reBulnduna  swernlaK  exp«rt   llceBaea  aad  tradlac 

with  the  cneDLr. 


Hardware  and  metal 

IIOBl.TV    __ _ 

IJsbtlnB  devlceB— 

liOEtfing  outsts 

MnrnlotT; 


.  27507 


Sireel-eleaning  apparatus ^nwi 


2750I),t — A  nrm  Id  Norway  Is  In  the  market  for  three  electric  street  water  sprluk- 
lers,  three  electric  siveepliiR  mnehlTies,  ond  two  electric  ilrum  trucks.  Tbese 
goods  are  defilred  for  Iiui]]eiliat«  delivery. 

27506- * — A  firm  in  India  wishes  to  esciuslvcly  represent  AmerinD  nuDufac- 
tiirers  oinI  exinnters  of  linrilwnre  aud  metnl,  such  as  sandry  tools  and 
plants.  Balls,  pipes  nnd  flttlnRS,  bars,  anRles,  tecs,  plates,  sheets,  hoops, 
beams,  ropea,  tubes,  wire,  chains,  bolts  and  nuts,  hinges,  screws,  etc. ;  piece 
goods,  such  as  checks,  mulls,  shirtings,  ducks,  crepes,  lawns,  printed  and 
blenched  f:oods.  and  cotton,  woolen  and  silk  somIs;  glassware,  such  as 
window  glafs,  lonierns,  clilmnej's,  globes,  bottles,  etc. ;  and  sundries,  such 
as  hosiery,  toilet  articles,  paints,  colors  and  dyes,  oils,  cement,  soils,  mats. 
acids,  canvas.  leather  nnd  rubber  eoods,  automobile  accessories.  <*tc.  Pay- 
ment will  be  made  by  CO-d:iy  sight  di-aft  ofialust  documents.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  in  English.    Reference^. 

2T507.* — A.  lighting  and  engineering  concern  in  Australia  wishe»  to  Ik  placed 
In  cominuji  leal  ion  with  American  manufacturers  of  various  forms  of  air 

gas  and  petrol  liglitlug;  also  eleclric-ilglitlug  apparatus  for  c«iintry  homes. 

27508.*— A  (Irm  In  Jamaica  desires  to  purchase  or  secure  an  agcnCF  for  the  side 
of  large  quantities  of  gr.ipe  .tuicc.    Quotations  should  be  made  t.  o.  b.    Cor> 

respondenee  may  be  In  Eugllab. 

27500.t — A  man  in  France  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  In  that  country.  He  mentions  no  particular  liae.  Cash  wlU  be 
paid  for  all  purciiases.    Iteference. 

27510.*— The  representative  of  a  firm  in  South  Africa,  who  is  at  present  In  the 
United  Stotes.  desires  to  purchase  complete  Btaroh-mokiug  machinery  and 
equipment  with  a  capacity  of  from  fi  to  10  tons  per  day ;  and  glucose  by- 
products machinery.  He  Is  also  iulerested  In  machinery  for  extracting  oil 
from  oil  seeds.     Ilefercnce. 

27511." — An  engineer  and  contractor  In  India  wishes  to  purchase  and  secure 
an  agency  for  tbe  sale  of  sleaiii  ond  cas  tractors,  logging  outfits,  saw  mills, 
and  gns(>1i>ifi  toseiug  engines.  Quotations  should  be  made  f .  ol  b.  Calcutta 
and  San  Francisco.    Cash  will  be  paid.    Reference. 

27512.* — A  firm  In  Ceylon  desires  to  purchase  or  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale 
of  various  kinds  of  hand  nnd  steam  pumps  for  use  in  agricultural  flelds  aiul 
plumbago  mines,  capable  of  pumping  water  to  a  height  averaging  25  feet, 
the  pipe  lines  to  be  2,  4,  and  6  Inches  in  diameter.  Detailed  Information  la 
regard  to  any  special  lines  of  pumping  equipments  la  desired.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  la  English.    References, 
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ASSES  TO  EZFOIIT  CONSEBVATION  LIST. 

Tlie  War  Trade  Board  announces,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
212),  that  cheese  has  been  added  to  the  Exp<H't  Conseivation  List, 
effective  September  24, 1918. 


EOTFTIAN  COTTON,  BICE,  AND  SUOAB  CROPS. 


The  -weather  during  July  was  favorable  for  cotton,  with  hot  days 
and  damp  nights.  The  heat  prevailing  during  the  major  part  of  the 
month  quickened  the  growth  of  the  plants,  which  overcame  the  pi'e- 
vioHsly  retarded  progress. 

Cotton-worm  attacks  continue  to  be  light  and  the  hatching  of  eggs 
baa  been  on  a  very  small  scale.  Egg  masses  have  become  difficult  to 
find,  and  where  hatching  has  occurred  practically  no  damage  has 
been  done.  The  common  and  the  pink  bollwomis  have  appeared  in 
most  provinces.  The  pink  boll  is  slightly  less  abundant  than  at  the 
corresponding  date  last  year.  Slight  attacks  of  aphis  are  reported 
from  almost  every  Province,  and  an  outbreak  of  wilt  disease  is  ap- 
parent in  one. 

The  cotton  crop  has  considerably  improved  during  the  month. 
The  numbpr  of  flowers  is  encouraging.    Indications  of  a  good  crop 
are  everywhere  noticeable. 
Weather  Favors  Elee  and  Sncar  Crops. 

The  hot  weather  during  July  was  also  favorable  for  rice  and  ac- 
celerated its  giowth.  Water  was  everywhere  plentiful.  Watering, 
weeding,  and  transplanting  is  tlio  cliief  work  in  progress.  The  rice 
worm  is  still  reported  in  two  Provinces,  but  the  damage  is  insigniii- 
cant.  Sowing  is  finished.  The  bulk  of  the  latest  sown  portion  of  the 
crop  has  already  sprouted.    It  is  looking  exceptionally  well  every- 
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where  and  doing  hotter  than  at  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 
The  area  under  rice  also  seems  to  be  great«r. 

A  like  report  of  favorable  weather  and  sufficient  water  is  made  for 
sugar  cane.  Weeding,  wat«ring,  and  manuring  are  in  progress.  The 
borer  attack  is  very  slight  and  the  growth  of  cane  is  luxuriant.  The 
area  under  sugar  appears  to  be  larger  than  last  year. 


TIN  MINIITO  IK  FEDEBAIES  HALAT  STATES. 


The  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  August^  22  contains  the 
'ollowii 
States: 


following  report  on  the  tin-mining  industry 


Augu; 
of  the 


Federated  Malay 


The  present  position  of  the  metal  market  gives  added  interest  to 
the  section  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Mines  Department  of  the  Fed- 
erated Mahiy  States  dealing  with  tin  mining  in  1917.  British  terri- 
tory produces  by  far  the  largest  share  of  the  world's  supply  of  tin, 
and  ttie  Malay  States  for  very  many  years  have  been  the  chief  source 
of  the  metal.  Last  year's  export  from  the  Federated  Malay  States 
amounted  to  39,833  tons,  as  compared  with  43,870  tons  in  191C,  but 
the  value  of  the  exports  rose  from  £7,526^06  in  1916  to  £8,489,610  in 
1917. 

The  average  sterling  value  per  ton  in  Singapore  in  1917  was  £21Z 
2s.  7.3d.  (a  new  record),  compared  with  £171  lis.  2.1d.  in  1916,  and 
£153  4s.  S-ld.  in  1915.  In  no  previous  year  has  the  Iiondon  market 
been  subjected  to  such  abnormal  pulsations  as  in  1917,  the  lowest  cash 
price  quoted  being  £180  15s.  on  January  1,  and  the  highest  £309  per 
ton  on  December  21 — a  fluctuation  of  £128  5s.  per  ton. 

The  output  and  value  of  the  four  States  is  compared  in  the  follow- 
ing table: 
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Ill  the  pi'cvious  year  a  substantia]  increase  was  shown  in  the  use 
of  modem  machinery  at  the  mines,  but  in  1917  (probably  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  machinery  from  tfie  United  Kingdom 
and  Australia)  there  was  a  falling  off  in  horsepower.  The  only  new 
plant  of  any  magnitude  installed  during  the  year  was  the  Tin 
Bentong  Co.'s  hydroelectric  power  plant  and  electrically  operated 
dredge.  The  following  table  of  horsepower  shows  the  nature  of  the 
machinery  and  appliances  in  use  in  the  mines  of  the  Federated  Malay 
States : 
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CAHADUH  RAILWAYS  ADOPT  McADOO  SCHEDULE. 

[CoDBul  E.  Vcrnc  ItlehardsoD,  UonctoQ,  New  Brunsnlck,  Sept.  10.] 

The  management  of  the  Canadian  Government  Railways,  from  its 
head  offices  in  Moncton,  announces  that  bcginninc  to-day  shop  em- 
ployees will  start  to  nork  under  their  new  schetliilo,  which  is  the 
same  as  the  McAdoo  schedule. 

The  men  will  go  to  work  at  7. SO  in  the  morning  instead  of  7 
o'clock,  and  work  until  12  noon,  returning  to  work  at  I  o'clock  and 
work  until  5,  making  SJ  hours  for  the  day.  The  shop  men  are  to 
have  a.  Saturday  half  holiday  all  the  year  roundj  instead  of  in  the 
saimmer  months  only,  as  has  been  the  custom,  making  the  work  week 
one  of  47  hours.  It  is  understood  the  men  are  to  receive  back-time 
increase  dated  from  the  month  of  Klay,  and  are  also  to  receive  time 
and  a  half  for  the  extra  hour  worked  since  August  1. 

Under  the  new  schedule  all  mechanics  classed  as  first  class  nre  to 
receive  C8  cents  per  hour;  blacltsmiths'  lielpcrs,  boilermakers'  helpers, 
and  machinists'  heljwrs  will  receive  45  cents  per  hour.  Those  classed 
as  first  class  are  machinist!^,  blacksmiths,  boilermakers,  and  elec- 
tricians.   Carpenters  and  painters  are  to  receive  58  cents  per  hour, 

FHOSFHATE  DEPOSITS  DT  THE  SOUTH  PACIFIC. 

[CoHkuI  Geoiital  Allrcd  A.  Wloslow,  Auckland,  Neir  Zealand,  Aug.  0.] 

Extensive  phosphate  deposits  on  Naurn  or  Pleasant  Island  and 
Ocean  I-sland,  located  about  midway  between  the  Marsliall  and  Solo- 
mon Islands,  northwest  of  l<rew  Zealand,  are  said  to  bo  the  most 
valuable  deposits  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  The  islands,  of  coral 
formation,  have  for  ages  been  (he  rookeries  of  sea  birds,  which  have 
deposited  guano  tliat  has  impregnated  the  limestone,  forming  phos- 
phate rock  40  feet  in  depth.  The  quantity  of  phosphates  available  is 
estimated  at  500,000,000  tons,  and  as  fertilizer  it  is  said  to  rival  the 
famous  nitrate  fields  of  Chile.  This  phosphate  poases-ses  85  per  cent 
of  inanurial  valucj  as  against  about  27  per  cent  for  the  best  ^^nglish 
phosphate,  according  to  a  statement  in  the  New  Zealand  Dairyman. 

Before  the  war  these  islands  belonged  to  Germany,  but  have  since 
been  taken  over  by  the  British  Government,  and  now  it  is  urged  that 
they  be  turned  oicr  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  since  much  of  this 
phosphate  is  needed  for  tlio  agricultural  districts  of  these  two 
countries. 


STAKCH  AND  GLUCOSE  MACHinERT  CATALOGUES  WAKTED. 
[Vice  Consul  Cbarloi  J.  risar.  Cape  Town,  Soutli  Africa,  Ann.  12.] 

Considerable  interest  has  recently  been  taken  by  the  people  of 
South  Africa  in  the  possibilities  of  manufacturing  starch  and  glu- 
cose from  maize,  the  raw  material  for  which  can  be  readily  obtained 
locally. 

Several  inquiries  have  been  received  at  the  Cape  Town  consulate 
general  for  tlio  names  of  Ameiican  manufacturers  of  machinery  and 
equipment  for  the  manufacture  of  starch,  which  names  have  been 
supplied  from  trade  directories  on  file.  It  is  requested,  however, 
that  intei-ested  manufacturers  of  such  machinery  send  to  this  office 
their  catalogues  and  other  descriptive  literature.  Interest  seems  to 
center  in  descriptions  of  complete  plants  of  a  daily  caiJacity  of  5 
tons  and  upward. 
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POSSIBLE  OPPOBTVHITT  FOR  SALE  07  OIUEED  YUJA. 

[CanBnl  Luelpn  Mcmmluger,  Hadcas,  lodla.! 

Extension  of  the  oil-seed  crushing  industry  in  Hyderabad  and  in 
Mysore  is  advocated  in  recently  issued  annual  administration  reports 
of  those  Native  States  in  Soutnern  India.  American  manufacturers 
of  oil-sce4  machinery,  if  interested,  should  send  advertising  matter 
to  the  proper  Government  department  in  each  case. 

The  report  of  the  director  of  industries  and  commerce  at  Banga- 
lore, Mysore,  says: 

The  oil  iDdusuy  to  Mysore  Is  a  ver;  Important  one  and  large  quontitleB  of  oil- 
seeds grown  In  tlie  State  are  exported.  There  are,  no  donbt.  in  almost  all  the 
vlllases  old  country  ghanneea;  but  these  are  very  ineOlcIent  and  a  fairly  large 
perccntniK  of  oil  Is  left  unextracted  io  the  cabes.  An  AnderBon  oil  expetler  was 
instnlleil  by  this  departmeat  for  Hr.  R.  C  Munlappa,  la  Bangalore.  The  plant 
Lb  capable  of  dealing  witii  about  2  tons  of  seeds  per  day,  A  similar  plant  Is 
being  erected  for  Mr.  B.  K,  Garudachar  In  Bangalore.  But  these  mills  can  take 
only  a  small  percentage  of  the  se«]s  grown  In  the  State.  Large  quantities  of 
castor  and  sesame  seeds  are  therefore  eiported  and  return  Into  the  State  Id  the 
form  of  oil.  Dr.  Coleman  has  bronght  to  the  notice  of  Government  that  the  oil 
coke  Is  a  ver;  good  manure  and  that  ihe  State  wiiiits  a  large  supply  of  It.  Tbe 
lack  of  a  large  oil  mill  Is  therefore  a  serious  drawbadc.  It  Is  accordingly  pro- 
posed to  InHtalt  a  large  oil  mill  to  crush  S  tons  of  seeds  a  day,  and  If  private 
capital  Is  not  forthcoming,  steps  will  be  taken  to  start  it  by  QoTemraent  agency. 

The  report  of  the  director  of  agriculture  at  Hyderabad,  Deccan, 
India,  says: 

I  do  not  sup|)ose  one  of  our  merchants  has  gone  Into  the  question  of  power 
oil  mills,  though  our  castor  seed  la  sent  in  shiploads  to  Europe,  and  botb  oil  and 
cabe  are  sadly  needed,  the  former  for  our  railways  and  factories  and  the  latter 
for  our  field  a 

The  establishment  of  a  castor-oil  raUl  Is  not  new  in  India.  Tbe  ditflcultles  In 
the  way  are  such  as  can  l>e  overcome.  If  we  are  to  transport  the  oil  It  is  more 
costly  by  sea  than  seeds,  and  will  certainly  roase  compeMtloo  la  Europe.  Bat 
there  is  no  reason  why  both  oil  and  cake  should  not  be  disposed  of  on  the  spat. 
Out  railways  ought  to  take  the  output  of  castor  oil  of  at  least  one  mill;  and 
if  the  cake  is  not  sold  locally,  there  are  people  on  the  cast  coast  and  along  the 
Nlra  Canal  who  will  be  glad  to  get  It  But,  even  shonld  these  have  a  suftlcleDt 
supply,  there  Is  always  a  market  In  Ceylon.  Batavla.  and  Genoa. 

At  present  there  Is  a  castor  espreasln^  plant  at  Sabarmatl,  near  Ahmedabad, 
from  which  tbe  B.  B.  &  C.  I.  Railway  and  the  G.  I.  P.  are  supplied  with  co»tor 
oil,  and  the  Baramntti  and  the  Nlra  Canal  district  with  the  cake.  Es  mill  the 
cake  Is  sold  at  32  rupees  (S10.38)  [ler  ton,  the  oil  at  14  rupees  8  annas  <S4T0) 
per  hundredweight.    We  ought  to  gM  better  prices  here  for  both  oil  and  cake. 

The  GuKerate  Oil  Mill,  at  Ahmedabad,  crushed  5,000  tons  of  castor  seed  In  one 
year.  The  cost  of  crushing  was  13  rupees  ($4.22)  per  ton,  or  65,000  rupees 
($21,000),  producing  40  per  cent  oil  and  60  per  cent  cake. 

Campaign  of  Education  Needed. 

With  2,0(>0,(X)0  acres  under  cotton  we  have  a  anpply  of  over  100^000  tons  of 
seed.  Alliiwlug  25,000  tons  for  sowing  purpo.scs,  75.000  tons  remain  to  be  dis- 
posptl  of.    Cattle  con.simie  the  greater  part  of  what  la  not  psportod. 

Some  years  ago  six  cottonseed  oil  companies  \nfe  started  In  the  Bombay 
Pi-esidency.  but  they  were  then  In  advance  of  public  opinion,  so  that  four  were 
never  floated  (or  want  of  capital,  and  the  two  that  worked  at  Baroda  and 
Broach  were  not  well  managed  and  collapsed. 

If  we  can  at  first  persuade  the  greater  landlords  of  the  State  to  use  the  cake 
for  cattle  feeding,  there  la  no  doubt  a  hnge  paying  Industry  will  he  In  full  swing 
In  the  no  distant  future,  and  tbe  farming  pcqiulntlon  will  benefit  as  well  as  the 
mercaotlle  community.  Mr.  Salurln.  the  agent  of  the  Cotton  Seed  Oil  Co.,  said 
he  was  ready  to  start  a  compauy  here  and,  though  he  did  not  bind  himsetf  t» 
it,  expected  he  would  supply  40  to  50  per  cent  of  the  capital  if  Hyderabad  would 
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■npply  tJie  rest.    He  believes  400,000  rupees  ($12S,77o)  would  be  ncoesanry  to 
carry  on  the  work. 

For  nOvlscrs  Id  the  oil  trniie  we  could  rely  on  Mr.  KnrmnI  L.  Vakil,  a 
scientific  authority  ou  tlie  subject,  ond  Mr.  MuEUurdas  Gocaldas  for  24  jears 
connected  witU  the  Bombay  oil  mlUe. 

NEW  DISCOVERT  OF  CHBOME  IK  RHODESIA. 

(AtrlcHn  nerald.  Aug,  31.1 

The  potentialities  of  Rhodesia  as  a  mineral  country  have  once 
again  been  demonstrated  by  the  discovery  of  what  is  unquestionably 
stated  to  be  by  experts  the  largest  deposit  of  hifjh-grade  chrome  in 
the  world,  says  the  Ehodesia  Herald.  The  deposit  is  situated  in  the 
Umvukwes,  and  the  discovery  was  made  by  Mr.  Albert  Peake,  of 
Umvukwe  Ranch,  Lomagundi,  over  12  months  ago.  Great  interest 
was  exhibited  in  the  find  in  mining  circles,  as  was  naturally  to  he 
expected,  and  a  great  future  for  the  industry  was  confidently  pre- 
dicted, and  its  success,  of  course,  would  be  reflected  in  the  enhanced 
prosperity  of  (he  territory. 

During  the  past  12  months  systematic  and  energetic  development 
has  proceeded,  and  Messrs.  Peake  Bros,  are  now  in  a  position  to 
state  that  they  have  already  fully  exposed  over  2,000,000  tons  of 
exceptionally  fine  quality  chrome.  Work  is  continuing  rajjidly,  and 
enormous  additions  to  the  proved  tonnage  ore  constantly  being  made. 

The  area  of  the  ground  mvolved  is  some  4,500  acres  in  extent,  and 
excellent  chrome  is  carried  over  the  whole  of  the  claims.  The 
country  is  serpentine,  and  the  ore  occurs  in  a  series  of  eight  parallel 
lines,  the  total  length  of  the  strike  being  over  30  miles.  It  has  been 
proved  that  the  chrome  is  wonderfully  consistent  in  value,  the 
average  of  over  300  samples  taken  at  wide  intervals  being  no  less 
than  53  per  cent.  The  strike  continues  without  a  break  over  hills  up 
to  2,000  measured  feet  high,  and  across  the  valleys.  In  addition  to 
the  vast  tonnage  of  ore  in  place,  there  are  1,500  acres  of  alluvial 
chrome-bcarinf!;  soil,  the  concentrates  of  which  average  45  per  cent 
mineral,  assaymg  48  per  cent  chromic  acid. 

Banket  Junction  is  barely  30  miles  away  from  the  scene  of  the 
deposit,  and  we  undei-stand  that  a  flying  survey  for  a  branch  railway 
line  has  been  made.  Tho  construction  of  such  a  line  should  present 
no  special  difficulty,  and  it  is  pointed  out  that  the  line  could  be  com- 
pleted within  five  months. 

Emmcnt  engmeers  estimate  that  the  ore  delivered  at  Belra  would 
cost  under  35  s.  ($8,50)  per  ton  when  the  site  of  the  strike  is  linked 
up  with  the  main  railway  line.  There  is  a  large  waterfall  in  tho 
vicinity,  and  perennial  streams,  which  would  furnish  ample  power 
for  all  necessary  working  purposes.  Fuel  is  abundant  and  labor 
plentiful  and  cheap.  Under  these  conditions  the  development  of  the 
property  should  not  be  retarded  in  any  way. 


It  is  important  to  learn  that  the  owners  have  offered  the  property 
to  the  Imperial  Government  on  special  terms,  and  the  resident  min- 
ing engineer  of  the  B.  S.  A.  Co.  has  reported  very  favorably  to  his 
Majesty's  Government  through  the  London  office  of  the  chartered 
company.  It  is,  of  course,  equally  well  known  that  both  America 
and  Japan  are  urgently  calling  for  chrome  that  contains  as  low  us  10 
per  cent  of  ore.  ,  >  , 


OOlCBIBBaB  BSPOBXB. 
CELL1TL0SE  TAAH  AHD  ITS  MAHITFAGTnBE. 


Great  efforts  have  been  made  of  late  to  use  wood  for  a  textile  fiber. 
After  the  manufacture  of  paper  ^am  turned  out  to  be  only  partly 
successful,  the  industry  tried  makuig  the  vam  from  Sber  direct  from 
the  cellulose.  Two  kinds  of  fiber  are  taken  into  consideration,  the 
celtulon  and  the  so-called  staple  fiber.  The  textile  labor  leader, 
Knttzig,  makes  the  following  statauent  on  the  fiubject: 

For  cellulon  the  cellulose  fibers  ore  prepared  in  the  same  way  as  for  paper 
maDiifacture,  usually  without  addltloD  of  resin.  The  material  is  ran  over  a 
reTolvIng  sieve,  where  it  Is  cut  In  stripe  as  the  water  runs  otT.  These  are  tlien 
wound  onto  bobbins  and  while  moist  brought  to  the  sitinulnK  maclilue.  The 
paper  jiirn  made  In  this  way  is  smoother  and  stronger  than  that  made  from 
strips.  After  the  war  paper  yarn,  no  matter  how  made,  will  be  used  only  for 
coarse  materials,  such  as  sacking.  Thia  new  staple  fiber  Is  dllferent.  It  Is 
made  after  the  cell  material  has  been  dlRsolved  into  a  Jellylike  mass.  This 
mass  Is  pressed  through  a  floe  sieve,  which  delivers  very  fine  flbers.  These 
flt>er3  are  spun  into  threads,  which  can  be  dyed  any  color.  This  yarn  is  not 
now  washable,  but  great  efforts  are  being  made  to  find  a  method  that  will  make 
It  so.  The  material  may  be  washed.  It  Is  true,  but  tn  moist  condition  It  is 
•oft  and  weak.  However,  when  dried.  It  ttecomes  strong  again.  By  rairlDg 
some  cotton  with  the  material,  a  clotl)  can  be  made  that  can  be  washed  like 
pure  cotton  goods.  If  wool  Is  mixed  with  It,  It  makes  a  flue  cloth.  The  yarn 
can  be  woven  on  any  kind  of  loom. 
Kaaufactare  DelByed  by  fatent  DilBcnltlei. 

Even  though  this  process  of  manufacture  does  not  entirely  solve 
the  problem  of  te^ile  raw  materials  for  Crermany  and  while  it  is 
necessary  to  make  further  improvements,  still  it  is  a  very  important 
step  toward  solving  one  of  the  hardest  economic  problems  arising 
after  the  war  and  also  for  filling  a  want  during  the  period  of  the 
war  itself.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  greatest  posEdble 
number  of  industries  join  in  the  efforts  to  improve  this  m^od  of 
manufacture.  But  this  does  not  seem  to  be  the  case.  Among  other 
complaints  we  have  heard  in  this  regard,  we  give  below  some  state- 
ments by  Mr.  Kratzig  in  the  Konfektionar : 

The  Government  should  take  the  Initiative  to  support  the  eiperlments  for 
Improvement  of  this  flt>er.  But  the  textile  Indnstrles  have  for  months  been 
applying  to  the  authorltiea  for  help  to  produce  this  fiber,  and  nothing  has  been 
done.  The  reason  for  the  inactivity  on  the  port  of  tlia  Government  is  the 
difflciilty  made  by  the  corporation  that  exploits  the  patents.  The  growing 
dissnt  Is  faction  within  tlie  textUe  Industry,  because  the  Qovcrnment  does  not 
take  such  action  that  the  production  of  staple  fibers  Is  not  prevented  by  patent 
difllculties.  is  more  and  more  Justified,  and  It  Is  time  the  Government  took  the 
matter  in  hand.  If  we  t^  about  this  work  systematically  and  take  care  that 
the  fiber,  as  well  as  the  niaterlnl  produced  from  It  is  not  subjected  to  the  same 
price  Increases  as  the  pup^r  weaves,  we  can  look  forward  to  the  future  wUb 
confidence,  and  if  we  make  earnest  efforts  to  utilize  this  fiber  In  tlie  right 
way,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  economic  war.  As  for  the  wool  and 
cotton  necessary  for  the  mixture,  we  shall  undoubtedly  be  able  to  get  these 
from  other  soui-ces  of  production. 
Flan  to  Hake  Vp  Sltortace  Vith  Hew  Tarn. 

Perhaps  this  warning  has  already  been  followed,  as  s^wn  by  a 
notice  in  the  Rheinisch-Westf&lischen  Zeibmg,  which  says: 

The  negotiations  between  the  Government  clothing  department  and  tbe 
Verelnigten  Glansstoff  Fsctoties  In  Btberteld  aeem  finally  to  be  coming  to  an 
end.    The  Verelnlgten  GlanzstofE  Factories  have  declared  themselveB  wUUbx 
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to  give  free  Uielr  pntrat  rights  for  the  monnfaeture  of  cellulose  j-arn.  This 
will  probably  mean  thtit  several  hundred  textile  factories  in  Sasony,  TliiiriugeD, 
Sllesln,  and  Rhlneland-Westphaila,  without  oaj  technical  dllQcultlea  Bud 
chnnRes,  will  l>e  able  to  weave  this  new  ;am,  which  will  relieve  the  present 
fihortiigc  of  material.  It  U  buped  that  In  a  short  tluic  it  will  be  possible  to  puslL 
this  manufacture  so  much  that  large  quantities  of  cellulose  yarn  will  be  ready 
this  fall  to  be  handed  to  the  weaving  mills.  Steps  have  been  laken  to  deliver 
the  neceasary  quantities  of  chemicals  to  the  spiuniug  mills,  so  that  this  will 
neceijsitate  no  delay  or  hindrance. 

CONSITHFTION  OF  COAL  AT  CABSENAS,  CUBA. 

[Consnliic  AsBlstapt  Ocorgc  A.  UakliiBOD,  Cardenas,  Srrpt  G.] 

The  industries  established  at  the  port  of  Cardenas,  Cuba,  cotisume 
approximately  25,000  tons  of  American  coal  per  annum.  In  past 
years  a  small  percentage  of  the  consumption  was  covered  by  imports 
of  British  coal,  but  these  shipments  have  now  entirely  ceased,  and 
to-day  American  exporters  enjoy  an  absolute  monopoly  of  the  market. 

The  scarcity  of  bottoms  has  reduced  to  a  negligible  factor  the 
amount  of  coal  imported  into  Cardenas  direct  from  the  United 
States,  the  coal  necessary  for  local  industries  being  supplied  by  three 
Habana  wholesalers.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  water,  vessels 
can  not  moor  alongside  the  wharves  here,  but  are  obliged  to  load 
and  discharge  cargo  through  lighters  in  the  open  bay.  The  lighter- 
age fee  for  fuel  carried  from  ship's  side  to  the  wharves  approximates 
$0.80  per  ton;  the  railroad  freight  from  Habana  is  $1.87  per  ton. 

The  one  wholesale  coal  firm  located  in  this  city  endeavors  to  keep 
about  3,000  tons  on  hand,  with  which  it  is  able  to  supply  the  wants 
of  many  minor  consumers  as  well  as  take  care  of  the  usual  orders 
for  bunker  coal.  Present  prices  for  bunkers  are  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $25  per  ton,  which  does  not  include  the  charge  of  $1.50  made  for 
placing  the  coal  alongside  ship. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  coal-consuming  industries  of  Cardenas,  togethrr  with 
the  name  of  the  local  wholesaler  referral  to  In  the  foregoing  report,  may  be 
procuretl  from  the  Bureou  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
and  cooperative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  105943.] 


FISE-KESCUE  WOKK  OH  MISSISSIFFI  BIVEB. 

According  to  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  Bulletin  for  September,  res- 
cue operations  along  the  Mississippi  River  during  the  summer,  ex- 
tending from  Minnesota  to  Mississippi,  have  been  unusually  sucess- 
ful  and  in  some  respects  were  more  extensive  than  ever  before,  owing 
to  peculiarly  favorable  stages  of  the  water.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
the  northern  portions  of  the  field  it  has  at  times  been  difficult  and 
occasionally  impossible  to  secure  the  services  of  capable  crews  to 
assist  in  seining  the  pools  before  thoy  dried  up. 

Tlic  number  of  fislies  salvaged  and  replanted  in  July  was  7,709,700,' 
compared  with  only  649,4-15  in  the  same  month  of  1017.  The  super- 
,  intcndent  of  the  Homer  Station  reports  an  unusual  abundance  of 
carp  and  black  bass. 

The  rescue  work  in  the  fiscal  yenr  1018  resulted  in  the  saving  of 
23,580,770  food  fishes.  The  cost  of  the  operations,  ranging  from  9 
to  54  cents  per  thousand  fish  in  the  different  fields,  nasthe  lowest  ever 
attained. 


Goo<^lc 


1144  COUHBBGB  BKPOBXO. 

LIHITEII  HASEET  FOE  KACHIKEST,  ETC.,  DT  lOWEE 
CAUFOEHU. 

[CoDsal  Bartler  F.  laat,  Saota  Bosall^  Loirer  California,  Uezico,  Aug.  2S.] 

Owing  to  the  very  mountainous  condition  of  this  portion  of  tha 
Peninsula  of  Lower  California  and  the  sparse  settlements  as  a  natural 
consequence,  there  is  almost  a  total  absence  of  roads  of  any  kind, 
except  a  few  mountain  trails  for  burros  leading  along  the  coasts  and 
to  the  fertile  spots  in  the  interior.  The  few  miles  of  so-called  roads 
leading  to  the  northwest  of  Santa  Rosalia  and  to  the  Port  of  Mulege, 
40  miles  to  the  south,  are  not  kept  up  to  any  extent  and  are  therefore 
passable  only  with  great  difficulty  for  automobiles,  the  time  required 
to  cover  this  distance  being  from  four  to  five  hours.  In  the  town  of 
Santa  Rosalia  itself  the  roads  are  somewhat  better,  although  generally 
ungraded  and  unpaved.  The  proximity  of  the  mountain  range  to  the 
Gulf  of  California  forms  an  almost  impassable  harrier  to  communi- 
cation with  the  interior  and  the  Pacific  slope.  Along  the  desert  plains 
of  the  Pacific  slope  there  are  stretches  of  road  where  automobiles  can 
be  used ;  also  in  the  extreme  northern  and  extreme  southern  parts  of 
the  peninsula.  .  ^  ..^.^. 

Humbei  of  Automobiles — Ho  Uotor  Trucks  in  Uk. 

There  are  in  all  24  automobiles  in  use  at  the  present  time  in  Uie 
town  of  Santa  Rosalia  and  3  at  MulegS.  Most  of  the  accessories  and 
spare  parts  are  obtained  through  a  local  agent  from  firms  at  Nogales, 
Ariz.  There  is  only  one  small  garage  in  this  community  of  10,000 
pe(^le  where  minor  repairs  can  [«  done.  All  the  automobiles  used 
nere  are  of  American  manufacture. 

There  are  at  present  no  motor  trucks  in  use  here,  and  owing  to  the 
bad  state  of  the  roads  and  the  unimportance  of  conimerce  and  indus- 
tries, except  that  of  the  copper  minnig  and  smelting  concern,  which 
has  narrow-gauge  railways  to  serve  as  means  of  commtmication  vrith 
its  near-by  mines,  there  are  no  immediate  prospects  of  a  market  being 
developed  here  for  motor  trucks,  either  m  tne  town  or  in  the  sur- 
roundmg  country.  In  the  Imperial  Valley,  in  the  extreme  north,  and 
around  La  Paz,  in  tlie  south,  there  may  be  better  prospects. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  acres  here  and  there  where  a  little 
water  may  be  obtained  for  irrigating,  this  whole  section  is  a  veritable 
desert  where  scarcely  any  vegetation  is  seen.  In  the  irrigated  spots 
where  the  .soil  is  cultivated  at  all  only  primitive  tools  are  used.  Hence 
there  can  be  no  market  for  tractors  in  this  part  of  the  peninsula. 
Kachlnery,  Electrical  Supplies,  and  Ballwa;  Egntpment. 

The  only  concern  here  requiring  machinery,  electrical  supplies,  or 
railway  material  is  the  copper  mining  and  smelting  company,  which 
owns  the  town  and  the  suri'ounding  country  for  many  miles.  Before 
•the  war  this  company  procured  practically  all  its  engines,  pumps, 
cables,  machinery,  tools,  and  heavy  machines  for  its  shops  and  sm^t- 
ers  from  manufacturers  in  Europe,  but  now  that  that  source  of  supply 
is  cut  off  there  inay  be  an  opportunity  for  American  exporters  to 
gain  and  maintain  a  foothold.  At  present  the  company  owns  and 
operates  about  27  miles  of  narrow-gauge  railway  equipped  with  9 
small  locomoti^-es  and  236  freight  cars ;  part  of  this  equipment  is  of 
American  manufacture. 
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The  electric  plant  whicb  furnishes  power  for  the  works  and  light 
for  the  town  is  eq[uipped  partly  with  Anitnionn  iiiaterinl.  There 
would  seem  to  be  little  reason  why  the  Americans  should  not  have 
all  this  business  now  and  after  the  war. 

This  company  secures  all  its  supplies  now  through  its  pnrchaEing 
agent  in  the  United  States. 

[Tbe  names  anil  address  of  the  company  niicl  Ha  iii;ent  In  llie  United  States, 
as  well  as  a  list  of  automobile  owners  and  nf?^nts  at  Santa  Hosalla,  may  be  had 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Douiostlc  Commerce,  or  iis  district  or  eoopera- 
Uve  offices,  by  referring  to  file  No,  105628.] 


DEUAND  FOB  KUSICAL  INSTBUUBNTS  IN  KXW  ZEALAND. 

{Conaul  General  Mtrci  A.  Wlnslow,  Autklami.  July  20.]     ^ 

TEere  is  a  decided  lack  of  sheet  music,  musical  instruments,  and 
accessories  in  Now  Zejiland  at  present,  with  prices  very  greatly  in- 
creased alon^  all  lines.  The  demand  for  sheet  music  is  greater  than 
the  supply,  smce  music  from  Great  Britain  (whence  most  of  the  sheet 
music  has  come  heretofore)  is  slow  arriving,  and  there  has  been 
some  difficulty  relative  to  sheet  music  from  the  United  States,  the 
copyrights  not  having  been  properly  protected  in  some  cases  here  to 
the  detriment  of  American  interests.  The  shortage  of  musical  in- 
strument accessories  seems  to  be  the  most  serious;  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  procure  piano  wires,  piano  keys,  strings  for  small 
stringed  instruments,  etc.,  and  when  obtainable  prices  have  advanced 
in  many  cases  100  per  cent  and  more. 

Prior  to  the  war  Germany  supplied  quite  a  large  proportion  of 
the  musical  instruments  and  accessories  on  sale  here,  especially  such 
instruments  as  mouth  organs,  accordeons,  and  violins,  and  the  strings 
for  stringed  instruments.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  Japan  made 
a  strong  Old  for  this  business,  but  at  first  failed  quite  seriously.  Of 
lat«,  however,  it  has  materially  improved  the  quality  of  its  mouth 
organs,  accordcans,  etc.,  and  these  may  soon  rival  the  German-made 
article. 

It  would  seem  that  there  is  an  excellent  Beld  for  these  lines,  since 
New  Zealand's  import.s  of  music,  musical  instruments,  parts',  and 
accessories  amount  to  about  $875,000  per  annum. 


HANDLING  THIS  SEASON'S  HASVEST  IN  VICTORIA. 

[Howard  A.  Trp&t,  nscrelRry  to  commeidal  attacb^,  Melbourne.  Australia,  Aug.  3.] 

Final  aiTangements  have  been  made  by  the  Victorian  Wheat  Com- 
mission for  the  stacking  of  next  season's  harvest.  The  sites  selected 
are  Maryborough,  Bendigo,  Stawell,  and  Broadmeadows,  a  small 
quantity  going  to  Geelong;  and  where  it  is  not  economically  practi- 
cable to  haul  wheat  to  the  sites  chosen,  the  Kailway  Commissioners 
are  to  provide  special  sidings.  The  fullest  facilities  for  hauling  are  to 
be  pven  by  the  Railway  Department.  The  Wheat  Commission  is  to 
undertake  the  erection  of  skeleton  sheds  or  frame  works  to  carry 
roofing  over  the  stacks.  Railway  freight  is  to  be  payable  on  the 
through  rate,  subject  to  the  usual  rebate  to  the  port.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  Railway  Department  will  be  able  to  convey  the  whole  of  the  wheat 
during  the  months  of  Jtmuary,  February,  and  March  under  the 
system  of  country  stations.  The  necessary  precautions  will  be  taken 
to  make  the  stacks  mouse  proof. 
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HOTOB  TRAFFIC  HT  OHTABIO. 

[Consul  Felli  S.  8.  JahoaoQ,  ElOESton,  Oatailo,  Canada,  Sept  IS.] 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Ontario  Department  of  Highways  the  growth 
of  motor-truck  traffic  will  undoubtedly  call  for  stronger  foundations 
for  roadways,  particularly  on  interurban  highways,  and  over  certain 
qualities  of  subsoil  the  use  of  concrete  in  place  of  ordinary  broken 
stone  will  be  necessary. 

According  to  the  department's  report  for  1917  there  were  83,790 
motor  vehicles  (78,801  passenger  and  4,929  commercial)  registered 
in  Ontario  last  year,  or  nearly  twice  the  registration  of  1915.  There 
is  now  in  Ontario  one  car  for  each  39  of  population ;  the  average  in 
the  United-  States  is  one  for  each  20  of  population.  It  is  true  in 
Canada  as  it  is  also  true  in  the  United  States  that  agTJcult\iral 
communities,  rather  than  manufacturing,  contain  the  greatest  number 
of  cars  in  proportion  to  population.  In  Saskatchewan  the  registra- 
tion is  one  car  to  each  12  of  population.  In  Ontario  22,409  cars  are 
owned  by  farmers. 

Limiting  loads  for  Ontario  have  previously  been  fixed,  but  in  view 
of  the  trend  of  commercial  traffic,  the  report  Btatos,  it  is  desirable 
to  consider  the  future  in  oixler  that  the  maximum  load  may  be  still 
further  reduced.  Of  the  4,929  motor  trucks  registered  ifi  Ontario 
last  year,  nearly  75  per  cent  were  classed  as  1-ton  or  less,  over  97 
per  cent  were  Sj-ton  or  less,  while  less  than  3  per  cent  were  4-ton  and 
upwards. 
War  Affeeti  Smd-Zmpravement  Work. 

Road  improvement  was  materially  affected  by  war  conditions 
during  the  last  year,  more  especially  by  the  scarcity  of  labor,  high 
wages,  and  lack  of  railway  service  for  the  transport:ation  of  ma- 
terials. However,  the  efforts  of  the  department  have  been  devoted  to 
organization  for  road  development  after  the  war.  The  improve- 
mciit  of  country  roads,  the  report  saysj  will  bring  the  greatest  service 
to  the  greatest  number.  These  constitute  about  20  per  cent  of  the 
roads  of  the  Province  and  will  carry  about  80  per  cent  of  the  traffic. 
"  The  substantial  improvement  of  such  roads,  or  a  portion  of  them, 
and  their  maintenance  no  doubt  fall  within  the  definition  of  jus- 
tifiable war  measures,"  it  is  pointed  out.  During  1917  returns  of 
county  road  work  sliow  a  total  outlay  of  $1,888,342,  of  which  $1,006,- 
815  was  for  construction  and  $381,527  for  maintenance.  The  total 
mileage  of  surfaced  roads  was  149,40;  miles  of  road  graded  only, 
104.70 ;  75  bridges  were  constructed.  The  county  road  system  has 
been  adopted  by  all  but  one  county. 

A  year  or  two  ago  "suburban  road  systems"  were  authorized  by 
the  Government,  as  it  was  realized  that  increased  carrying  capacity 
and  utility  of  main  roads  would  greatly  increase  the  direct  value 
to  cities  of  country  roads.  Suburban  road  commissions  to  supervise 
and  carry  on  this  work  have  been  organized  in  Toronto,  Kingston, 
Guelphj  Gait,  Kitchener,  Hamilton,  Brantford,  St.  Catherines,  Lon- 
don, Windsor,  and  the  town  of  Smiths  Falls. 


.Goo»^lc 
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NEW  SAIE  XETHODS  FOB.  BXW  BRUITSWICK  CKOWV  LAIISS. 

[Consul  B.  T«nie  RlebudMD,  MonctOD,  New  Btanawlck,  Canada,  Sept.  14.] 

The  Crown  timber  land  sales  which  were  to  have  been  held  on 
September  6,  1918,  as  noted  in  a  report  from  Monoton  dated  August 
15,  1918,  were  subsequently  postponed,  but  will  now  be  held  at  the 
Crown  Land  OiBce,  Fredencton,  New  Brunswick,  on  Thursday, 
October  3,  1918,  commencing  at  12  o'clock  noon,  under  the  following 
conditions:  Berths  are  to  be  sold  on  a  straight  stumpagc  rate  per 
tliousand  superficij^I  feet,  the  upset  rate  of  which  will  be  announced 
at  the  time  of  sale,  conveying  the  right  to  cut  and  carry  away  the 
merchantable  lumber  as  advertised  for  the  term  ending  August  1, 
1919.  Ten  per  cent  of  the  bid  stumpage  price  on  the  estimated 
quantity  of  merchantable  lumber  standmg  on  tlie  berth  is  to  be  paid 
as  each  berth  is  sold. 

The  lands  which  are  to  be  sold  embrace  in  all  about. 400  square 
miles  as  stated  in  earlier  report  above  mentioned. 

This  method  of  selling  timber  lands  represents  a  decided  change 
of  policy  from  that  which  has  been  followed  by  the  Crown  Land 
Department  for  many  years.  There  are  many  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, probably  millions,  of  acres  of  private  lands  in  the  Province,  the 
lumber  of  which  is  cut  upon  the  business  basis  which  the  present 
minister  of  lands  and  mines  is  now  determined  to  experiment  upon, 
as  evidenced  by  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  announcement  now 
being  made  to  the  public.  It  will  be  seen  in  a  short  time  whether 
the  departure  from  the  lease  method  is  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Province  or  not,  but  the  forestry  department  is  of  opinion  that  a 
change  such  as  that  now  announced  will  prove  of  distinct  financial 
advantage  to  the  Province  and  eliminate  many  irregularities. 


QAIWAT  AS  A  POSSIBLE  TBAITS-ATLANTIC  HABBOB. 
[CoDSD)  C.  C  Bro;,  ItabtiD,  Irelaod,  Aug.  21.] 

A  deputation  composed  of  several  members  of  Parliament  and 
others  interested  called  recently  on  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
to  lay  before  him  the  claims  of  Galway  with  respect  to  its  suitability 
and  natural  advantages  as  a  port  for  trans-Atlantic  shipping. 

This  project  has  been  discussed  from  time  to  time  and  has  inct 
with  varying  degrees  of  encouragement  and  discouragement.  Con- 
trary opmions  have  been  expressed  as  to  Galway's  snitability  for 
large  vessels,  some  claiming  that  a  great  amount  of  work  would  bo 
required  in  order  to  accommodate  the  liners  and  large  freighters  of 
modem  times.  Others  favor  Blacksod  Bay,  a  little  to  the  north  of 
Galway,  which  is  said  to  have  deeper  water  than  Galway  Harbor, 
Other  sites  also  have  been  mentioned,  and  the  possibility  of  develop- 
ing a  great  deep-water  port  at  one  place  or  another  on  the  west  coast 
of  Ireland  has  been  the  subject  of  many  discussions  in  years  gone  by. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Chief  Secretary  showed  a  sympathetic  in- 
terest in  the  deputation's  statements  and  promised  to  bring  (he 
matter  before  the  Reconstruction  Commission,  of  which  ho  intends 
to  form  a  special  subcommittee  to  deal  with  Ireland. 


OiTC  Onr  Boys  Erery  Bifrhtisg  Chance — ^Bny  War-Sftriiu^  Stampi. 
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EXPORTS  OF  BREADSTtTPFS,  OILS,  GTO.,  FOB  EIGHT  UOHTHS. 

The  following  stafc-mpnt  of  exports  of  domestic  breodstuffs,  cotton- 
seed oil,  meat  and  dairy  products,  cotton,  and  mineral  oils  from  the 
United  States  during  Aiieti^t  and  the  eight  monthH  ending  August 
has  just  been  completed  Tiy  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  Department  of  Coinniercc. 
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PROPOSES  IIHITATIONS  ON  FISEIHO  IK  COPPER  BIVEB. 

A  hearing  to  determine  the  advisability  of  further  limiting  fishery 
operations  or  of  modifying  the  existing  limitations  on  such  opera- 
tions in  the  Copper  River,  Alaska,  its  delta,  and  tributary  waters 
■will  be  held  at  the  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  1217  L.  C.  Smith 
Building,  Seattle,  Wash.,  on  November  22,  1918,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m., 
at  which  time  and  place  all  persons  interested  will  be  heard. 
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sciEirnnc  AaBicrrLTUBAL  expebimenxs  is  BtniUA. 

fCoDlul  Lawrence  P.  Brlggs,  Rangoon,  Burma,  Inaia.] 

Although  Burma  is  an  agricultural  region  nud  more  than  80  per 
cent  of  the  population  is  engaged  in  agriculture  and  allied  indus- 
tries, the  Province  is  greatly  handicapp^  by  the  lack  of  an  agricul- 
tural college.  So  far  as  scienti&c  agriculture  exists,  it  is  carried  on 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  through  (1)  the  three  main  and 
SIX  small  experimental  stations  and  the  6ve  seed-distribution  farms; 
(2)  the  district  work  in  seed  distribution,  demonstration,  sale  of  in- 
struments, and  study  of  local  conditions,  aad  (d)  the  dissemination 
of  information  and  advice.  The  principal  experimental  stations  are 
at  Mandalay  in  the  dry  belt;  at  Hmawbi  in  the  delta,  about  3d  miles 
from  Rangoon ;  and  at  Tatkon  in  the  upper  Sittang  Valley,  along  the 
railway  between  Rangoon  and  Mandalay. 
Keieareh  and  BxperlntcBtal  Work. 

The  principal  experimental  and  research  work  conducted  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  connected  with  (1)  the  produc- 
tion of  improved  strains  of  rice,  {2)  the  reduction  of  the  amount  of 
prus.sic  acid  in  red  beana,  (3)  the  development  of  varieties  of  sugar 
cane,  (4)  the  investigation  of  means  of  combating  the  millet  pest, 
and  (5)  the  improvement  of  the  Mandalay  milk  supply.  Experi- 
ments were  also  conducted  in  connecticm  with  sesamimi,  ground  nuts 
(peanuts),  cotton,  and  wheat. 

The  principal  rice  experiments  were  conducted  at  the  Mandalay 
and  Hmawbi  stations.  The  purpose  has  been  to  produce  a  quick- 
growing  plant  suitable  for  the  upland  regions  which  do  not  retain 
the  water  well.  More  than  500  types  of  paddy  have  been  examined, 
and  experiments  have  been  made  witli  hybrids  produced  by  crossing 
Burmese  with  Javanese  and  Japanese  plants. 

The  agricultural  chemist  has  spent  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in  the 
attempt  to  reduce  the  amount  of  prussic  acid  in  the  so-called  Burma 
bean  (phaseolus  lunatus).  This  attempt  haa  been  fairly  successful 
with  a  strain  of  the  speckled  red  bean  (pogya),  but  has  not  been  so 
successful  with  the  small  whit*  variety  (pobyugale).  The  develop- 
ment of  the  small  white  bean  has  been  so  rapid  that  it  has  become, 
nest  to  rice,  the  most  important  agricultural  export  of  Burma. 
Several  countries,  particularly  the  United  States,  which  in  1916  was 
a  leading  purchaser,  have  prohibited  the  importation  of  this  bean 
because  of  the  large  proportion  of  prussic  acid  it  contains.  The  re- 
duction of  this  proportion  is  thus  one  of  the  most  pressing  agricul- 
tural problems  of  Burma. 
&Qg:ar  Cane  and  Hillet — Other  Experiment). 

Experiments  with  sugar  cane  on  the  Hopin  Experimental  Station 
produced  a  variety  which  reached  an  outturn  of  nearly  30  tons  per 
acre.  This  and  the  result  of  the  visit  of  tiie  Government  of  India's 
cane  expert  give  encouragement  that  Burma  may  become  an  im- 
portant sugar-cane  re^on. 

Investigations  into  methods  of  combating  the  millet  pest  (pwin- 
byu)  were  carried  on  during  the  year;  a  fair  degree  of  success  was 
Mttained  by  double  sowing,  u^ng  the  first  crop  as  a  decoy  and  cutting 
it  down  after  it  had  germinated  as  much  or  the  parn-sitic  pwinbyti 
as  possible.    By  tliis  method  a  quarter  or  a  half  of  the  second  crop 
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wns  obtained  imfler  conditions  which  woidd  have  absolutely  destroyed 
tlio  first  ci(ip. 

The  inciuiry  info  Uic  Mandalay  milk  supply  showed  that  the  milk 
WHS  of  good  quality  when  unadiiltornteil;  that  the  milk  from  the 
juiijlle  herds  was  richer  in  fats  than  tliat  of  cattle  kept  in  town;  and 
that  Indian  or  half-hreed  cows  give  more  miik  than  the  Burman 
stock,  but  that  their  miik  contains  a  smaller  proportion  of  fat. 

Other  interesting  experiments  were  with  jiitc  and  water  hyacinth. 
Jnfe  ffumiy  sacks  for  rice  form  one  of  the  largest  articles  of  import 
into  Burma,  and  several  attempts  have  been  matle  to  raise  jute  on  & 
largo  scale  Imt  have  met  with  little  success.  During  the  year  sev- 
eral attempts  wore  made  to  discover  a  use  for  the  water  hyacinth 
which  encumbers  the  inland  watercoui-scs  of  Biinna  to  such  a  degree 
that  it  is  a  menace  to  navigation.  The  fiber  was  found  useless  for 
paper,  cattle  refused  it  as  silage,  and  used  as  green  manure  on  Man- 
dalay clay  soil  it  actually  reduced  tlie  outturn  of  paddy. 
Seed  Dlstribntlan  and  Demon itratlon — Sale  of  Implemeati. 

An  important  function  of  the  agricultural  stations  and  seed  farms 
is  the  distribution  of  seed  to  the  Bum.?je  farniera  During  191(J-17 
the  principal  kinds  of  seed  distributed  were  paddy,  cotton,  beans,  and 
sugar  cane.  About  48,000  sets  of  sugar  cane  were  distributed  in  one 
of  the  irrigated  regions  of  the  dry  zone,  and  the  results  wero  highly 
gratifying. 

Little  demonstration  work  was  done  during  the  vear.  An  agri- 
cultural assistant,  placed  on  special  duty  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Shwebo  distHct  to  show  how  wheat  could  be  grown  on  the  inundated 
lands  along  the  Mn  River,  distributed  450  baskets  of  seed  to  coopera- 
tive societies,  encoiiraged  and  supervised  cultivation,  and  in  several 
villages  met  with  a  considerable  degree  of  success.  Toward  the 
close  of  the  year  a  jute  demonstrator  and  two  skilled  workmen  were 
loaned  by  the  government  of  Bengal  to  teach  methods  of  growing 
and  preparing  jute. 

The  sale  of  agricultural  implements,  from  the  stations  or  through 
cooperative  societies,  does  not  amoimt  to  more  than  a  few  thousand 
dollars  per  year.  The  principal  instruments  sold  are  winnowing  mn- 
cbines,  plows,  liand  cultivators,  chaff  cutters,  pumps,  and  chain  water 
lifts, 
projected  Activities  of  DepartmeDt  of  AfrlouItnTe. 

During  the  year  under  consideration  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture took  over  the  small  area  planted  to  mulberry  trees  at  Amarapura, 
a  suburb  of  Mandalay,  and  will  devote  more  attention  to  sericulture. 

The  department  has  had  under  contemplation  the  establishment 
of  a  Government  Farm  of  some  3,000  acres  in  the  Namyin  Valley  of 
the  Myitkyina  district  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  Burma.  It 
is  planned  that  this  farm  will  be  operated  by  ticket-of-leave  men 
from  the  jails  and  that  thus  the  double  purpose  will  be  served  of 
relieving  the  overcrowding  of  the  jails  and  determining  the  best 
crops  to  be  produced  in  this  temperate  upland  region.  Tnis  project 
has  been  delayed  for  want  of  funds  for  equipment  and  maintenanco 
of  the  farm. 

It  is  recognized  that  the  special  need  of  Burma  is  on  agricultural 
college,  and  the  present  adniinistration  of  the  Province  seems  to 

_     ..qIc 
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favor  taking  immediate  steps  in  this  direction,  independent  of  the 
long-project  plan  for  a  Burma  University. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  from 
provincial  funds  for  the  year  1916-17  was  249,000  rupees  ($80,784), 
while  the  annual  land  revenue  demand  of  the  Province  exceeds 
3,000,000  rupees  ($973,300). 


TO  DEVELOP  FOBTtraiJESE  COBE  UTOITSTBT. 

IC0D8UI  GcDeral  W.  L.  Lowrie,  Lisbon,  Aug.  28.] 

The  Portuguese  Government,  by  a  decree  dat«d  August  20,  concedes 
to  cork  factories  existing  in  the  country  and  others  which  may  be 
established,  especially  those  devoted  to  products  of  great  commercial 
value,  certain  advantages  and  gnaranties  designed  to  develop  the  oork 
industry.  Concessions  are  as  follows:  Free  entry  of  macaines  and 
other  material  destined  for  the  improvement  of  the  cork  industry, 
free  Govermnent  land  for  factory  sites,  a  premium  of  1  to  5  escudos 
(escudo— $1.08  U.  S,  gold)  annually  for  each  ton  of  industrial  cork 
produced,  picmiums  for  patents  on  machinery  applicable  to  the  cork 
industry,  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent  in  the  irei^t  tariffs  on  State- 
owned  transportation  lines,  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent  in  customhouse 
storage  charges,  and  an  increase  of  75  per  cent  in  warrants  Issued 
against  warehouse  deposits.  A  special  commission  will  be  appointed 
by  the  Oovernment  to  study  regulations  for  the  application  of  the 
terms  of  the  decree, 

SILOS  FOB  AUSTBAUA. 

(Howard  A.  Treat,  scfretar;  to  commercial  atta<:Mk  Melbourne,  AuBttsUa,  Aug.  B.] 

The  State  of  New  South  Wales  is  erecting  bins  holding  50,000 
biiEihels  of  grain  each,  representing  a  total  storage  of  18,000,000 
bushels.  Of  tliis  quantity,  13,000,000  bushels  will  be  included  in  the 
country  section.  It  is  expected  that  these  country  silos  will  all  be 
finished  by  the  end  of  January,  1919,  and  that  a  storage  capacity  of 
8.000,000  bushels  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  December,  1918. 
The  cost  of  storage  will  probably  be  lOjd.  instead  of  10}d.,  as 
originally  estimated. 

The  suhcommittee  of  the  cabinet  has  examined  the  tenders  received 
for  the  construction  in  Victoria  of  grain  silos  at  83  country  centers, 
providing  for  the  storage  of  5,!>00,0W)  bushels  of  wheat.  On  account 
of  the  increased  cost  01  storage  resulting  from  sUos,  if  constructed 
according  to  bids  submitted,  it  has  been  decided  to  defer  the  erection 
of  silos  in  Victoria  until  they  can  be  built  more  cheaply. 


OFFICES  OF  THE  BTTREATT  OF  FOBEIGH  AND  DOMESTIC  COlfHEBCE. 


DIBTKHT  OmCKS. 
SBW  lORK:   :S4  CittaMkoiw. 
BORTOK:  isei  CatMaksnc. 
CniClflO:  t04  Fffcnl  Balldllf. 
n.  LOITTS:  tn  Third  Natlsnl  Baak  BilMlaf. 
Win  ORLBUffli  IMS  HlktraU  Baak  BalMlag. 
UN  FBlNCiaCO:  «07  CiitaBkane, 
BUTTLIt  84S  Beu|  BaUdlif.  - 


COOPEBiTIYE  Ot't'lCES. 
CLETBLARD:  nuibir  of  CoBMcnr. 
aNOHHlTIi  Cbiaber  of  CoBHtm*. 
CnaiCKlTIt  «emr*l  Pnlgkt  Ifeat,  f 

BiMwBi.  M  iBcalli  Billdlar. 
1.08  ANeEl.KS;  rkinbrr  of  CoBMirce. 
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POBTUin>.  ORie.i  Ckimbi 
PlITOKi  OrMtCT  Dajrloa  liMelaUoB. 
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27513.* — SiippIfmenlinK  forplim  traile  opporlnnlty  No.  27')C7.  a  dnlry  firm  tn 
En^Itind  ilexlres  to  purchase  mllk-drrlnK  machinery.  dIko  mnchlnery  for 
tunklnii  condeneeil  milk,  but  pnrticularly  the  fnriiier.  The  ttroi  has  bad 
(llfflculty  from  the  lack  of  tlie  w^lentlflc  treatnipnt  of  milk  before  the  drying 
process,  bo  thnt  the  butter  fnt  hi  the  milk  shall  rebiln  Its  sweetness  la 
powder  form  and  shall  still  be  sweet  when  returned  to  liquid  some  months 
after.  It  Is  therefore  Its  desire  to  be  placed  In  commtmiratlon  with  experts 
la  this  line  as  well  as  mauufacturera  and  exporters  of  the  nutdilnery. 
Reference. 

27514.t — An  agent  In  Canada  who  Is  about  to  proceed  on  a  business  trip  through 
Australia,  New  Zenlnnd,  and  South  Africa,  and  Id  which  lie  has  had 
previous  commercial  experience,  desires  to  be  placed  in  communlcatloa 
with  Amerirnn  manufecturerR  and  exporters  who  would  like  to  place  thetr 
products  lu  these  markets.  He  Is  willing  to  act  either  as  selling  or  resident 
agent 

27515.* — A  Ann  la  Prance  wishes  to  represent  American  inanufacturers  and 
exporters  of  products  of  iiilerest  to  tiie  West  aud  East  African  trade,  such 
as  cotton  coods,  tohncco,  alcohol,  cement,  empty  sacks,  agricultural  machin- 
ery, cornisated  sheet  liwa,  and  hoop  iron.  Tbpse  products  are  to  be  sold 
to  French  exporters  engaged  in  colonial  trade  and  established  In  France. 
Correspondeoce  may  be  in  English.    Itefereoces. 

27516.* — An  American  bu.'lness  man  in  Canada  wishes  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exTiorters  of  ladles'  silk  and  muslin  underwear.  B'an 
Information  In  regard  to  prices,  terms,  etc.,  should  be  submitted. 

27517.* — A  firm  in  Ceylon  desires  to  purchase  and  secure  an  ajrency  for  all 
kinds  of  nails,  steel  sheets,  painted  sheets,  galvanized  au<l  corrugated 
sheets,  wire  In  all  frauges.  unflnlBhed  steel,  structural  steel,  steel  plates,  steel 
rails,  wire  rods,  tin  plate,  machinery  f'lr  agricultural,  mining,  and  estate 
purposes,  and  hardware  of  all  kinds.  Payment  will  be  made  by  eoaflrmed 
credit  at  port  of  shipment,  flgninst  ship's  bill  of  lading.  If  necessary.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  English.    References, 

27518.* — A  firm  in  South  Africa  wishes  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of 
general  merchandise,  exc^  machinery  or  engineering  requirements.  Quo- 
tations may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  Payment  will  be  made  by  sight  draft  at  or 
before  time  of  shipment    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    References. 

27519.* — An  agency  is  desired  by  a  flrm  In  New  Zealond  for  the  sale  of  line 
of  goods  suitable  to  the  wholesale  grocery  business  and  the  wine  and 
spirit  business,  Buch  as  dried  fruits,  preserved  fruits,  preserved  fish,  paper 
and  bags,  tobacco  and  cigarettes,  oils,  kerosene,  spirits,  con  feet  louerjr, 
twines,  and  other  goods  suitable  to  such  wholesale  trade.  Quotations  may 
be  made  t.  o,  to.  port  of  shipment    References.  . 
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KOHETABT  CIIICUX&TZON  IN  tSASS. 

[Conanl  General  C.  B.  Durst.  Barcelona,  Aug.  20.] 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  Bank  of  Spain  has  been  able  to  issue 
banK  notes  only  to  the  amoimt  of  about  $340,000,000,  and  the  notes 
in  circulation  hare  now  almost  attained  that  figure,  so  that  the  bank 
is  obliged  to  ntake  payments  in  silver.  In  order  to  avoid  this  incon- 
venience the  baafc  has  been  authorized  to  issue  notes  up  to  $030,000,- 
000,  provided  it  has  a  sufficient  gold  guaranty  for  the  increase. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bank  will  reduce  from  2  per  cent  to  1  per 
cent  the  interest  on  Treasury  loans,  and  these  loans  may  be  increased 
from  $13,500,000  to  $27,000000.  The  bank  wiU  chiefly  purchase 
gold  coin  susceptible  of  circulation  in  Spain. 


INCBEASED  BTTBBEB  IHF0BT8  FBOM  BBITISH  EAST  THSIES. 

Importation  of  india  rubber  in  July,  191S,  amounted  to  40^448,509 
pounds  as  comparc^d  with  27,400,775  pounds  in  July,  1917,  an  increase 
of  almost  48  per  cent.  For  the  seven  montlis  ending  with  July,  how- 
over,  importations  this  year  were  only  239,011,951  pounds  as  com- 
parea  with  242,003,420  pounds  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1917. 

The  British  East  Inaies  continue  to  be  our  chief  source  of  supply 
for  india  rubber  and  in  addition  have  increased  direct  exports  to  us 
from  90,258,760  pounds  in  the  first  seven  months  of  1017  to  171,417,- 
154  pounds  in  the  same  period  in  1918j  or  about  90  per  cent.  A  large 
part  of  this  increase  is  probablv  explained  by  the  dccnuise  in  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  wiiich  dropped  from  59,337,198  pounds 
in  January  to  July,  1917,  to  6,530,115  pounds  in  the  same  period  of 
1918,  a  decrease  of  approximately  90  per  cent. 

Imports  from  botn  Brazil  and  the  Dutch  East  Indies  showed  a 

decrease  for  the  seven  month  period  as  compared  with  1917,  though 

78028-— 18  U63       \^ 
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the  Dutch  East  Indies  with  a  decrease  of  about  20  per  cent  to  29,- 
016,962  pounds  jumped  from  fourth  to  second  place  and  Brazil 
with  a  decrease  of  40  per  cent  to  25,418,892  pounds  managed  to  retain 
third  place  in  the  list  of  countries  supplying  us  with  this  commodity. 
Sliare  of  Each  CoaiitTT  In  ImpoTti  of  Knbber  to  ITalted  State*. 

The  following  table  gives  some  idea  of  the  changing  direction  of 
our  purchases  of  india  rubber  since  the  war  started: 


FCOIB- 

J^|lS14. 

^. 

\9.t 

a 

ft™.W,. 

ion 

100 

An  interesting  change  that  does  not  appear  in  the  above  table  is 
the  origin  of  our  india-ruU)er  imports  from  the  British  East  Indies. 
Whereris  in  1013  Ceylon  rubber  was  preponderant,  in  1917  imports 
from  the  Straits  Settlements  were  almost  five  times  those  from 
Ceylon.  Tlie  increased  rubber  production  in  the  Straits  Settlements 
is  largely  responsible  for  the  decreased  tin  production  of  that  colony, 
as  the  tin  miners  have  been  attracted  by  the  higher  wages  prevailing 
on  the  rubber  plantations. 


PSEZQHT  BATE  E8IAELISHED  i'OA  COTTOH  EZFOBTS  TO  WAIH. 

The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R. 
240),  the  withdrawal  of  W.  T.  B.  R.  149,  issued  June  26,  1918,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  following  regulations  governing  the  ocean  freight 
rate  on  raw  cotton  exported  to  Spain : 

This  new  ruling  provides  that  all  licenses  issued  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  raw  cotton  to  Spain  are  valid  only  upon  the  condition  that  the 
cotton  exported  pursuant  thereto  shall  be  carried  at  a  freight  rate 
not  excee<ling  $7  per  hundred  pounds  gross  weight,  including 
primage,  for  high-density  bales,  and  $9  per  hundred  pounds  gross 
weight,  including  primage,  for  standard  bales.  It  is  provided,  how- 
ever, tliat  licenses  for  the  exportation  of  cotton  in  standard  bales 
shall  not  bo  issued  after  a  date  to  be  fixed  by  the  War  Trade  Board 
and  announced  later. 

<jn  every  shipment  of  raw  cotton  to  Spain  the  shipper's  export  dec- 
laration wnich  accompanies  the  goods  to  the  customs  mspector  on  the 
dock  shall  have  attacned  thereto  the  original  dock  permit,  or  a  true 
copy  of  the  same,  bearing  an  indorsement  signed  by  the  steamship 
company  to  the  effect  that  the  rate  of  freight  to  be  paid  on  that  par- 
tfculiir  shipment  will  not  exceed  $7  per  hundred  pounds  if  in  high- 
density  bales  and  $9  per  hundred  pounds  if  in  standard  bales. 

Customs  inspectors  will  not  allow  any  raw  cotton  destined  to  Spain 
to  be  delivered  at  any  dock  ngiiinst  iTcense  dated  June  28,  1918,  or 
later,  unless  a  dock  permit  indorsed  as  prescribed  above  is  presented 
to  them.  Such  indorsed  dock  permit  thereafter  is  to  be  inade  a  part 
of  the  records  of  the  War  Trade  Board.  ,-  i 
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CEOP  STATISTICS  FOR  ONTABIO. 

[Comal  Fpiii  S.  B.  JobDaon,  Clnsston,  OaUrlo,  Canada,  Sept.  13,] 

Official  figures  relating  to  the  1918  acreage  and  yield  of  Uic 

crops  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  are  now  available.  These  show  a 
fRll-wheat  yield  7,113,501  bushels  below  and  spring  wheat  4,611,173 
bushels  above  that  of  1917.  The  barley  harvest  is  5,029,057  bushels 
larger  than  last  year,  and  the  oats  harvest  13,390,076  bushels.  Rye 
production  was  397,711  bushels  less  than  in  1917.  Peas  and  beans 
are  credited  with  larger  yields  tliis  year,  but  hay  and  clover,  with  a 
slightly  larger  acreage,  gave  a  much  smaller  crop.  Tlie  official  data 
follows : 

Fall  wheat. — 362.216  scree  will  produce  G,2T0,7O6  Ixinbels  or  17.8  bushels  per 
ncre,  ns  (igulust  585.!>1C  acres.  13,384,207  busltels,  or  2:i.8,  in  1917,  and  14,0*^050 
bui;!te1s  In  1010.  The  annum  averjigo  for  the  30  years— 1882-1917-- was  21.3 
bushels  per  a  ere. 

Spring  wftcB(.— 351.423  acres,  8.290,089  busbels,  or  23.6  per  acre,  as  against 
182,0ri7  acres.  3,670,516  bushels,  or  20.1  per  acre  iu  1917.  and  2,213,901  busbels 
In  1016.    Annual  average,  10.1. 

ilacJff/.— 660.4M  acres.  23,416.708  bushela,  or  35.5  per  acre.  flRalnat  B51298 
acrea,  18.387.741  bushela,  or  33.4  per  acre.  In  1017,  and  12,380,909  busheU  In 
1016.     Annual  average,  28.1. 

On(.i.— 2,024,468  acres.  124.622.893  bushels,  or  42.0  per  acre,  as  against 
2.763355  acres,  111,232,817  buaholA  or  40,3  per  acre.  In  1917.  and  71,297,528 
bushels  In  1916.    Annual  average  35,8. 

K//C— 112,726  acres,  1,824,614  bushels,  or  16.1  per  acre,  against  133,077  acrea, 
2,222,325  bnshels,  or  10.7  per  acre.  In  1917,  and  2,3G4,410  bushels  in  1916.  An- 
nual a  vera  Re,  16.6. 

/■£(!«.— 113.8G2  acres,  2,897.263  bushels,  or  21.1  per  n<Te,  as  against  90.322 
ecrea.  1,512.567  bu-Uiets,  or  1&7  per  acre,  in  1917,  and  1,243.979  busliela  in  1916. 
Annual  averaRe,  19.1. 

Beam. — 100.OS2  acres,  1.469,790  bushels,  or  14.7  per  acre,  as  against  110,680 
acres,  1,078,510  bushels,  or  0.7  per  acre  In  1017,  and  583,105  bushels  in  1916. 
Annual  overafie.  10.3. 

JIaji  anil  c(oi-cr  {not  inclviiltig  alfalfa).—S.4^0,OSe  acres,  4,50G.8.'iO  tons,  or 
1.32  per  acre,  as  against  3.358,579  acres,  6,150,340  tons,  or  1.88  per  ncre,  in 
1917,  and  6,730,259  tons  In  1916.     Annual  average,  1.47. 

The  acreage  in  other  crops  for  which  no  estimates  as  to  yield  have 
been  made  are  as  follows:  Buckwheat,  223,662,  as  against  153,357  in 
1917;  flax,  15,926,  against  7,327;  mixed  grains,  619,389,  against 
315,503;  com  for  husking,  195,310,  against  258,935;^  fodder  com, 
380,916,  against  511,320;  alfalfa,  144,010,  against  189,109;  cleared 
pasture,  3,501,754,  against  3,509,945;  potatoes,  166,203,  against 
146,481;  turnips,  85,339,  against  93,034;  mangels,  40,714,  against 
49,148;  other  roots,  32,838,  agiiinst  24,939;  summer  fallows,  248,403, 
against  232,679;  orchard,  265,678,  against  280,326;  small  fruits, 
24,590,  against  21,964. 

BEGULATIONS  GOVEBKBTG  THE  EXPOKTATION  OF  TOIIIATO  S0T7P. 

The  War  Trade  Board,  after  consultation  with  the  United  States 
Food  Administration,  announces  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  R.  239) 
that  applications  for  licenses  to  export  tomato  soup  will  be  consid- 
ered when  presented  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  War  Trade  Board. 

Applicants  who  in  the  past  have  received  refusals  for  this  com- 
modity may  now  submit  new  applications,  which  will  be  given 
prompt  consideration.  /    nna\c 


COXHZXCIAL  ITZKS  7B0H  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Conaul  General  Altted  A.  Wluslow,  Ancklud.) 
PrtMB  for  Tub  l&aA. 

Near  Shannon,  in  the  Nortb  Island  of  New  Zealand,  about  69  miles 
north  of  Wellington,  a  large  tract  of  land  was  recently  subdivided 
into  small  farms  ranging  from  20  to  80  acres,  that  sold  at  auction  at 
$97.33  to  $582.it8  per  acre,  averaging  $246.97  per  acre.  This  will  ^ve 
some  idea  of  the  value  placed  on  agricultural  lands  in  this  Dominion. 
Inoreaie  In  ITambn  ot  Bkcep. 

During  the  year  ended  April  30, 1918,  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
1,0518,758  sheep  in  New  Zealand,  there  now  being  26.354,594  slieep  in 
this  Dominion.  This  large  increase  has  taken  place,  notwithstanding 
there  have  been  exported  from  the  country  2,038,304  sheep  carcasses 
and  1,945,305  lamb  carcasses  during  that  time.  This  is  the  greatest 
increase  in  the  number  of  sheep  that  has  taken  place  during  one 
year. 
Developmcttt  of  Fc«en  Kaat  Indutir. 

As  illustrating  the  development  of  the  frozen-meat  trade  of  New 
Zealand,  it  is  stated  that  the  Brst  cargo  of  frozen  meat  was  exported 
from  the  country  in  May.  1882,  and  took  98  days  to  arrive  in  London. 
This  shipment  consisted  of  4,460  sheep  and  449  lambs,  as  compared 
with  130,000  carcasses  carried  by  some  steamers  in  these  days.  It  is 
estimated  that  since  1882  there  have  been  shipped  113,000,000  sheep 
carcasses,  and  during  the  last  five  years  2,000,000  quarters  of  beef 
have  beem  shipped  from  the  Dominion.  This  industry  has  very 
rapidly  increased  during  the  past  four  years,  there  having  been  14 
new  freezing  works  constructed  during  that  time  in  this  Dominion. 
Honey  for  Export. 

At  present  there  are  large  quantities  of  honey  in  store  in  New 
Zealand  ready  for  export,  as  well  as  large  quantities  of  beeswax. 
Honey  in  bulk  sells  at  from  17  cents  to  24  cents  per  pound,  while  in 
the  comb  from  $2.43  to  $2.C7  per  dozen  cases.  Beeewaz  sells  at 
about  48  cents  per  pound.  The  honey  is  all  carefully  graded  before 
placed  in  store  for  expott. 
Uortare  of  Iron  Supplies. 

There  is  a  dearth  of  raw  pig  and  scrap  iron  in  New  Zealand  at  this 
time,  and  an  important  dealer  has  made  the  statement  that  at  present 
so  far  ns  is  known  there  is  not  an  ounce  of  iron  on  the  water  coming 
to  New  Zealand.  AH  of  the  scrap  and  odd  lots  of  old  iron  nnd  stee! 
have  been  gathered  together  and  made  use  of  so  far  as  po3.«ib!e,  and 
the  Minister  of  Munitions  has  been  called  upon  to  assist  in  securing 
sufficient  supplies  to  meet  the  necessities.  The  imports  of  pig  iron 
in  1916  amounted  to  5,420  tons,  valued  at  $130,885,  as  compared  with 
9,619  tons,  valued  at  $239,310,  in  1913. 
The  Babbit  Pest 

At  a  discussion  of  what  to  do  in  order  to  eliminate  or  reduce  the 
rabbit  pest  in  New  Zealand,  one  of  the  members  of  the  New  Zealand 
Council  of  Agriculture  instances  an  area  in  the  Auckland  distrit^ 
of  some  70,000  acres  which  carried,  on  a  low  estimate,  350,000  rab- 
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bits;  and  that  10  rabbits  were  presumed  to  eat  and  destroy  as  much 
pasture  as  would  feed  one  sheep,  thus  destroying  the  feed  that  might 
have  kept  35,000  sheep,  which  are  estimated  to  be  worth  at  least 
$127,746  per  aimum  to  the  country.  Kabbits  are  being  slnn^Utered 
by  the  millions  and  their  skins  prepared  for  export,  of  which  the 
United  States  has  taken  very  large  numbers  during  the  past  year. 
Also,  a  large  number  of  the  rabbits  are  being  placed  in  cold  storage 
preparatory  to  shipment  to  Europe. 


USE  OF  BLAST-F1TBNACE  SLAO  FOR  ROAD  CONSTBUCTION. 

[Consul  GeaernI  Bobcrt  P.  Eklnncr.  LoDdon,  En^and.  Aug.  29.) 

Blast-fumace  slag  for  a  number  of  years  past  has  been  used  in 
the  country  districts  and  manufacturing  towns  of  England  for  the 
construction  of  roads  and  as  a  macadamizing  agent-  If  properly 
selected,  it  forms  a  very  good  foundation,  but  should  be  placed  at 
an  incline  in  such  a  manner  as  to  hold  each  lump  upon  its  adjacent 
lumps,  to  prevent  rocking,  and  then  should  be  covered  over  with 
fine  olast  slag  and  properly  rolled  and  consolidated  afterwards. 

It  is  also  successfully  ijsed  with  tar  and  other  bituminous  materials 
for  footway  and  sidewalk  paving. 

As  a  concrete  aggregate  it  is  a  very  good  material,  if  clean,  but  it 
takes  almost  double  the  quantity  of  cement  required  than  when 
working  with  river  gravel  as  an  aggregate. 

Owing  to  its  very  absorbent  nature  it  requires  much  greater  care 
in  mixing,  and  for  this  reason  some  enginers  will  not  use  it  if  other 
aggregates  are  available,  nor  is  it  considered  economical  to  use  it 
unless  it  can  be  found  at  or  near  the  spot  and  can  be  delivered  at 
the  mixing  floors  or  machines  at  very  low  charges  for  transporta- 
tion. It  is  principally  used  in  this  connection  for  the  fioors  of  ware- 
bouses. 

When  once  set,  concrete  made  from  blast-furnace  slag  is  very 
tenacious  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  break  it  up  with  pick  or  bar. 


-HGHTHOtrsE  EMPLOYEES  COMMENDED. 

Tlie  Secretary  of  Commerce  has  recently  commended  the  following 
employees  of  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  for  special  services  rendered 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties: 

J.  W.  Sterllttg.comnioDder  of  the  tender  niltacut,  and  the  oILer  officers  nnil 
ercw  of  file  teni)i>r,  for  asslBiaace  rendered  in  clearing  tlie  scliooaer  L.  L.  Eamlin 
from  rocks  on  which  It  had  run  aground  at  Tumbler  Island,  Bootlibay  Harbor, 
Me.,  on  ATigiiat  7,  1918. 

Messrs.  llobert  Allen,  keeper;  Patrick  Owen-i,  first  assistant  keeper;  nnd 
Frank  liuntlneton,  second  assistant  keeper  of  Prcsque  Island  I'lerliead  Light 
Station,  Pa.,  for  service)  rendered  on  Aufcust  27,  191S,  In  Roln;:  (o  the  assl:^ince 
of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Ttnipcsf,  the  hollers  of  which  eM>'iM]ed  after  the 
Hteamer  had  Sprung  n  leak,  couslne  it  to  fouikder  In  the  channel  of  Erie  Harbor, 
Pa.;  nnd  also  Mrs.  Frank  Huntington,  wife  of  the  second  aesi^nnt  keeper,  who, 
unaided,  roscn«i  from  drowning  one  of  the  members  of  the  crew ;  aud  Mrs. 
Kobert  Allen,  wife  of  tlie  keeper,  who  assisted  In  the  rescue  woric, 

Mr.  I.  C.  Meekins,  keeper  of  tlie  Cronlan  LIglit  Station,  N.  G^  for  gnimmng 
out  niKl  rescuing  a  woman  fi-om  drowning  while  a  storm  was  at  its  helRlit,  on 
August  24,  19IS,  and  fur  asslstaucc  in  rescuing  three  otlier  persons  frum 
drowuiug.  ,  ^  I 

CjOO»^Ic 
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ELECTBIC  UGHT  ABB  POWSB  PLABTS  AT  ABnTBTQ. 

[CoDBUl  John  K.  Davis.  Antuag,  Cblna,  Aug.  C] 

During  the  first  week  in  July  the  electricity  department  of  the 
South  Manchuria  Eailway  Co.  commenced  the  construction,  imme- 
diately to  the  west  of  the  Japanese  Sc;ttlement  at  Antung,  of  a  new 
electric  light  and  power  plant,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated  at  the 
equivalent  of  $210,000  United  States  currency.  Two  generators,  each 
of  1,000  kilowatts  capacity,  have  been  purchased  from  an  electric 
power  company  in  Japan,  which  has  itself  now  purcha.sed  new 
dynamos. 

It  is  stated  that  this  plant  will  bo  completed  and  in  operation  by 
December,  1918. 

The  electricity  department  of  the  South  Manchuria  Bailway  Co., 
which  is  the  only  company  furnishing  electric  light  and  power  in 
this  consular  district,  already  OT)erates  two  plants  in  Antung.  The 
first  of  these  is  located  in  the  Japanese  settlement,  but  immediately 
adjoining  the  Chinese  city  of  Antung,  which  it  supplies.  The  en- 
gines ana  generators  are  of  German  manufacture,  the  motive  power 
19  suction  gas,  and  the  total  daily  output  is  2,600  kilowatt  hours. 
The  fuel  used  in  the  first  plant  is  coal  and  that  used  in  the  second 
coke.  The  current  as  delivered  at  points  of  lighting  is  110  volts 
and  50  cycle  alternating.  At  present  these  two  plants  are  unable  to 
supply  tne  existing  demand  for  current  which,  during  the  past  two 
years,  has  grown  greatly  as  a  result  bf  the  continued  high  cost  of 
kerosene  oiL 
Bemand  for  Bleoteia  Cnrrent. 

The  following  figures  for  July  27, 1918,  give  an  idea  of  the  demand 
for  electric  current  in  Antung: 
For  liglit : 

Number  ot  buUdlnga  In  whicb  eleetrldty  Is  supplied  without  meters.    2, 239 
Number  of  buildings  supplied  with  meters 1,080 

Total  number  of  buildings  Ln  which  electricity  is  used 3. 319 

Niimber  ot  lights  instnlied  without  meter 11,979 


Number  of  lights  InsjtBlleU  with  meter.. 
Total  number  of  lights  lustalled— 


For  power: 

Number  of  motors  In  sawmills,  17 ;  total  horsepower 

Number  of  motors  In  rice  mills,  6;  total  horsepower.. 


Number  of  motors  In  mnehlne  shops,  5;  total  horsepower.. 


Total  number  of  motors  in  use,  37;  total  horeepower ,  ....        415 

Coat  of  Current. 

The  rate  charged  for  electricity  is  25  sen  (ISJ  cents  American  cur- 
rency) per  kilowatt  hour,  subject  to  a  10  per  cent  discount  for  the 
payment  of  bille  at  the  company's  office  within  the  first  seven  days  of 
the  succeeding  month,  and  with  a  minimum  monthly  diarge  of  30 
sen  (15  cents)  per  light.    The  rate  for  power  use  is  6  sen  (3  cents) 
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an  hour  per  contracted  horsepower  up  to  200  per  month,  and  4  sen  (2 
cents)  an  hour  per  contracted  horsepower  over  200  hours  a  month. 
To  Snpply  Power  for  ITew  atannfactnrlQE  Industries. 

While  the  new  plant  will,  of  course,  remedy  the  present  insuiEciency 
of  current  for  lighting  purposes,  it  is  intended  primarily  to  fur- 
nish motive  power  for  several  new  manufacturing  enterprises  which 
it  is  expected  will  grow  up  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  The  first  of 
these  will  be  the  Anto  Yoko  Silk  Mill,  in  which  it  is  planned  to  spin 
silk  waste.  In  addition  to  this  a  box  factory  and  several  other 
smaller  enterprises  are  being  considered. 


NEW  CANASIAH  7BEI0HT  HATES. 
[CodsdI  Felli  S.  8.  JohosoD,  KlnsBtou,  Oatarla,  Sept.  IS.] 

New  tariffs  have  been  6led  by  the  railways,  to  become  effective 
October  7  next,  advancing  the  rates  per  100  pounds  by  one-hnlf  cent 
for  carloads  and  less  than  carloads  at  all  cartage  point-s.  The  mini- 
mum charge  of  25  cents  for  shipments  of  300  pounds  and  imder, 
and  35  cents  for  shipments  weighing  over  300  pounds,  remain  un- 
changed. A  similar  advance  was  made  in  March  Inst.  According 
to  officials  of  the  railways,  they  have  been  compelled  to  make  tha 
additional  charge  on  account  of  the  advance  In  wages  recently 
granted  the  teamsters  nnd  men  employed  in  the  cartage  Sieds. 

The  new  tariffs  add  a  number  of  articles  to  the  list  of  so-called 
*' exceptions "  on  which  the  publislied  cartage  rates  do  not  apply. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  articles  added  to  the  "exceptions"  in  the 
new  tariffs:  .^h  sifters,  bakers'  ovens,  cereals  and  pop  com  (strai^t 
shipments),  chums,  cork,  cotton  batts,  cotton  wadding,  cream  sep- 
arators, elevators  and  parts,  electric-lights  bulbs,  glob^,  glass,  hats, 
machines  and  machinery  (all  kinds),  portable  buildings,  stoves,  fur- 
naces and  parts,  garden  utensils,  and  washing  machines. 


LATTKCHIKO  OF  FIB5T  SIABOABS  8HIF  AT  HOROEONQ. 

[Conaal  A.  B.  Carleton,  Hantfcons,  BritUb  China,  Aug.  IS.] 

The  launching  of  the  first  of  the  standard  ships  to  be  constructed 
in  Hongkong  [see  Commerce  EEPonrs  for  Sept.  13],  took  place  on 
Saturday,  August  10.  1918,  at  the  shipyards  of  the  Hongkong  and 
Whampoa  Dock  Co.  (Ltd.).  This  is  the  first  of  six  which  have  been 
contracted  for  by  the  British  Government.  The  chairman,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks 'at  the  launching,  stated  that  at  present  the 
company  was  dependent  for  the  building  material  on  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  but  he  predicted  that  the  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  it  would  be  able  to  manufacture  practically  all  the  re- 
(juirements,  since  there  is  in  the  new  territory  a  large  quantity  of 
iron  ore,  and  that  recently  other  ores  such  as  wolfram  and  molybde- 
nite, both  used  in  the  production  of  steel,  have  been  discovered.  As 
yet  no  conl  has  been  found  within  British  territory,  but  it  is  known 
that  it  is  abundant  not  far  off  in  the  Province  of  Kwangtung,  and 
when  these  coal  mines  are  worked  the  establishment  of  smelting 
works  in  Hongkong  can  be  readily  accomplished. 
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NORWAY'S  WATSB-FOWEB  FZASS. 


During  late  years  the  demand  for  electric  power  in  Norway  has 
increased  bo  enormously,  not  only  in  the  cities,  but  also  in  the  country 
districts,  that  the  water  power  now  developed  has  not  been  nearly 
sufiicient.  The  shortage  has  been  felt  especially  in  the  cities  and 
country  districts  of  the  eastern  and  southern  part  of  the  country  and 
in  the  smaller  counties.  The  delivery  of  150,000  horsepower  to  the 
eastern  part  of  Norway  from  the  Tysso  Falls,  in  Hardanger  district, 
will,  however,  give  them  considerable  electric  power  for  distribution. 
ProroisliiK  Outlook  for  Ohiiitiajtla  Trunk  Line. 

There  seems  to  bo  good  prospect  of  finishing  the  trunk  line  via 
Seljestad  and  KongHberg  to  Chnstiania  and  other  districts  next  year, 
commencing  by  supplying  30,000  horsepower  and  increasing  this  to 
150,000  horsepower,  the  promise  of  high  Government  officials  having 
been  obtained  to  supply  a  quantity  of  cable,  of  which  there  is  a  great 
diortage  in  Norway.  When  all  the  works  at  Tysso  Falls,  say  in  3  or 
i  yearsj  will  be  ready,  it  will  be  possible  from  there  to  supply  the 
trunk  line  with  275,000  horsepower.  When  all  expenses  have  been 
paid  for  running  the  works,  interest,  amortization,  and  taxes,  the  cost 
of  production  will  be  only  about  1  cent  per  killowatt  hour  delivered 
in  Christiania. 

It  is  expected  that  the  trunk  line  can  be  supplied  with  4,000,000 
to  5,000,000  electric  horsepower  within  a  not  too  distant  future.  In 
inner  Hardanger  and  Telemarken  districts  alone  are  1,500,000  avail- 
able horsepower  near  the  trunk  line,  which  may  be  directed  toward 
the  east  and  south. 
Sevelopment  of  ChilstlaniH'a  Electric  Power — Xaauaat  Falls  Projeat 

The  maniiger  of  the  Cliristiania  Electrical  Works,  Mr.  Norberg 
Schulz,  has  for  a  long  time  been  working  on  a  great  plan  with  regard 
to  power  lines  for  the  city.  Tlie  first  step  was  taken  in  January,  1916, 
when  the  municipality  bought  Holsvarsvattnet,  estimated  to  deliver, 
roughly,  100,000  horsepower.  The  next  step  was  the  purchase  in 
December,  1917,  of  a  seiies  of  waterfalls  in  tlie  Hallin^^als  Itiver, 
giving  40,000  horsepower.  The  purchase  of  Aurlands  Falls  in  the 
western  country  for  $1,340,000,  which  was  closed  some  months  ago, 
was  the  last  step  in  this  plan.  These  falls  are  estimated  to  supply 
300,000  to  400,000  horsepower.  The  trunk  line  from  the  Aurlaud 
Falls  to  Christiania  will  l>e  about  180  miles  long. 

Akershus  County  Council  last  year  decided  to  exploit  as  soon  as 
pc^sible  the  Uaanaas  Falls  in  the  Glommen  distrct,  and  the  work  is 
prcgiessing.  Tlit.  fulls  will  produce  about  64,000  horsepower.  The 
expenses  are  estimated  at  $5,000,000.  The  work  is  expected  to  be 
finifdied  in  about  four  years,  and  only  Norwegian  laborers  are  to  be 
employed  on  it. 

Consul  James  H.  Goodier  reports  from  Falma  de  Mallorca,  Ba- 
learic Islands,  tliat  there  has  been  considerable  activity  in  the  local 
shipbuilding  yards  during  the  past  year  and  that  several  new  plants 
have  been  built  or  are  under  construction. 
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orrrpUT  of  AtrsTBAUAN  steel. 

[Hoirard  A.  Treat,  Becrctar;  to  commemnl  a[t!i<'be,  Uolbontn",  Aug,  24.] 
Broken  Hill  Proprietary  (Ltd.)  have  issued  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  output  of  the  Newcastle  Steel  Works : 


Output. 

nail  yea 

Hided- 

Novombor, 

Mflj-.  1918. 

315,911 

Toot. 

gn 

' 

The  erection  of  a  second  blast  furnace  has  been  practically  com- 
pleted, except  that  the  turbo  blower  ordered  18  months  ago  from 
England  has  not  yet  been  shipped.  Pending  its  arrival  the  power 
plant  and  stoves  of  the  old  No.  1  furnace  will  be  connected  with  the 
new  furnace  and  the  old  furnace  will  be  completely  overhauled. 
The  directors  state  that  the  company  is  now  rolling  plates  20  feet 
long  by  5  feet  wide,  down  to  one-half  inch  in  thickness,  1,000  tons 
having  already  been  produced.  By  the  end  of  September  with  new 
hou.sings  in  operation  plates  down  to  one-quarter  inch  should  be 
available.  In  referring  to  the  work  of  the  rail  mill,  the  general 
manager  says  that  suihcient  structural  material  for  six  ships  was 
rolled  and  delivered, 
Fioilts  of  the  Companj. 

During  the  half  year  ended  May  31,  the  Broken  Hill  Proprietary 
Co.  made  a  gross  profit  of  £626,000  ($3,061,000).  This  was,  however, 
reduced  to  a  net  profit  of  £359,000  after  the  board  made  provision 
for  general  taxation  totaling  not  less  than  ^15,000,  together  with 
the  debenture  interest,  sinking  funds,  etc.,  amounting  to  £54,000,  and 
reserve  fund  £20.000.  Dividend  paying  was  maintained  at  the  same 
rate  as  during  tlie  previous  term. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  GASOLINE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[CoDaul  Ovucral  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Aackland.  Aug.  S.) 

The  Government  has  authorized  the  Board  of  Trade  of  New  Zeal- 
and to  take  charge  of  the  distribution  of  gasoline,  benzine,  motor 
spirits,  etc.,  tbrougli  approved  distributors  who  are  regularly  licensed. 

The  board  of  trade  is  authorized  to  fix  the  retail  price  at  the  main 
centers,  and  the  wholesale  price  must  be  suificiently  low  to  allow  cf  a 
reasonable  profit  on  that  basts.  The  quantity  sold  to  any  one  con- 
sumer is  also  fixed  at  a  certain  quantity  so  as  to  regiilatc  the  con- 
sumption according  to  the  stocks  in  hand. 

At  present  the  supply  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but  stocks  are  not 
sufficient  to  carry  oier  for  any  great  length  of  time;  but  supplies 
seem  to  be  coming  in  fairly  i-egularly. 
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TTSE  OF  RIOIS  IBON  CONDUITS  IN  TALENCU  DISTRICT. 

(Vice  CoOBtil  Uiinuel  J.  Codoner,  ValeDd4,  Spain.  Aog.  28.] 

The  use  of  rigid  iron  conduits  in  the  Valencia  district  is  very  lim- 
ited. The  majority  of  Spanisli  houses  have  no  inside  wiring  as  in  the 
United  States,  and  when  an  apartment  is  left  vacant  the  tenant  takes 
with  him  the  electrical  installation.  The  electrical  wiring  system  in 
Spanish  apartments  is  very  simple,  and  many  poor  workmen  who  can 
not  afford  to  pay  electricians  to  wire  their  homes  perform  the  work 
themselves,  as  all  that  is  required  for  an  ordinary  installation  is 
ability  to  make  a  lead-in,  splice  two  wires  together,  and  drive  a  few 
nails.  The  installation  consists  of  insxUators  nailed  to  the  wail,  and 
strung  with  double- twisted  flexible  electrical  wire,  proceeding  from 
the  lead-in  to  the  interrupter  and  lamp. 

Tliis  system  of  wiring  is  employed  for  manv  reasons,  one  of  the 
principal  being  that  the  greater  part  of  the  nouses  in  Valencia — 
excepting  the  modern  part  of  the  city — are  of  very  old  construction, 
and  as  there  is  no  law  or  municipal  ordinance  prohibiting  electrical 
installations  of  this  kind.the  owners  do  not  care  to  go  to  the  expense 
of  wiring  the  building.  Further,  it  is  not  the  custom  in  this  country 
for  the  landlord  to  wire  tlie  apartments,  although  in  some  of  the 
modern  buildings  the  wiring  has  been  placed  within  the  walls.  Con* 
sequently  the  tenants  upon  moving  into  an  apartment  do  not  care 
to  Dear  the  expense  of  putting  in  a  modern  system  of  wiring  which 
they  will  have  to  leave  behind  later.  On  the  other  hand,  with  the 
Spanish  system  of  wiring,  when  they  move  to  another  house,  they 
take  the  wiring  with  them  and  reinstall  it  in  their  new  homo. 
OoBiliilt*  laiUlled  In  Kadem  BnlldlBKi. 

I  am  informed  by  one  of  the  wholesale  dealers  in  electrical  mate- 
rials in  this  city  that  rigid  iron  conduits  are  used  to  some  extent  in 
some  of  the  most  recently  constructed  buildings  in  Valencia.  These 
conduits  or  tubes,  which  are  known  here  as  "  el  tubo  Bermann," 
are  generally  manufactured  of  brass  or  leaded  iron,  but  owing  to 
the  present  scarcity  of  these  metals  due  to  the  war,  lead  is  the  only 
metal  employed  in  their  manufacture.  They  are  lined  inside  with, 
a  heavy  tan-ed  pasteboard  substance,  which  insulates  the  wire  from 
the  metal.  Some  of  these  tubes  are  manufactured  in  Bilbao,  Spain, 
but  merchants  prefer  those  made  in  England,  as  they  are  of  better 
quality  and  find  a  readier  sale.  On  account  of  the  small  demand 
here  for  these  tubes,  Valencia  dealers  are  obliged  to  sell  their  surplus 
stock  in  other  parts  of  Spain. 

.  The  tubes  used  in  Spain — of  English  and  Spanish  manufacture — 
are  plain,  without  thread,  connection  being  made  by  small  tubes 
fitted  into  the  end  of  each  piece  of  tubing.  Apparently  only  installa- 
tions used  on  ships  are  fitted  with  the  threaded  tube,  which  is  the 
British  standard  thread. 

Conduits  of  the  following  dimensions  are  at  present  in  stock  at 
Valencia:  7,  0,  11.  13i,  16,  and  23  millimeters.  The  diameter  of  the 
conduits  is  in  inches,  out  as  the  metric  system  is  used  in  Spain,  the 
dealers  i"efer  to  it  in  quoting  dimensions. 

While  there  has  hitherto  been  only  a  limited  market  for  metallic 
conduits  in  this  district,  it  is  believed  that  a  more  extensive  one  may 
be  developed  within  the  near  future,  and  especially  after  the  war, 
when  a  period  of  increased  activity  in  the  building  trades  is  antici- 
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pated.  Plans  are  being  made  for  the  erection  of  apartment  houses 
which  will  be  furnished  with  all  modern  improvements  and  will 
require  a  large  amount  of  electrical  material, 

(A  Hat  ot  tlie  principal  dealers  In  elet'tricnl  supplies  In  Vnlencin.  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  BureftU  of  Foreign  iiuil  I>oincstlc  Commerce  or  its  Olatrict  or 
cooperative  offices  by  refeiTijig  to  file  No.  lOCOTa.] 


HECHAHICAL  APFUAHCES  FOE  WOimVED  B0LDIEK8. 
CCoLRol  n.  D.  Tan  Saot,  Danfermllnc,  Scollnnd.  Aug.  2a] 

There  is  a  constantly  increasing  denyind  for  tricycles  and  motor 
cars,  besides  other  mechanical  appliances,  for  men  who  have  lost 
limbs  during  the  war.  The  future  possibilities  for  the  sale  of  this 
class  of  coods  for  wounded  soldiers  and  sailors  can  not  at  present  be 
accurately  gauged,  though  the  demand  will  probably  reach  into  the 
thousands.  It  is  estimated  that  in  Great  Britain  alone  from  500,000 
to  1,000,000  tools  suitable  for  use  by  men  having  an  artificial  arm,  to 
enable  them  to  carry  on  their  previous  trades  as  plumbers,  black- 
smiths, carpenters,  etc.,  could  be  sold.  One  expert  claims  that  there 
is  at  present  a  market  for  at  least  100,000  small  motor  cars  or  electric 
tricycles,  well  and  simply  constructed  and  easily  manipulated,  for 
the  use  of  crippled  officers  and  men.  No  .such  machine  has  yet  made 
its  appearance  in  the  Dunfermline  district,  and  when  a  practical 
motor  or  tricycle  appears  at  a  price  below  $500  the  sale  of  a  Ijtrge 
number  seems  assured  from  the  start. 

Bicycles  are  becoming  increasingly  scarce.  Wheels  formerly  sell- 
ing at  $25  to  $30,  now  bring  $60  to  $70,  often  being  difficult  to  ob- 
tain at  any  reasonable  figure.  Cripple's  chairs  and  hand  tricycles 
have  become  equally  difficult  to  obtain  and  co.stly,  with  scarcely  any 
yet  seen  suitable  for  this  hilly  city.  If  American  manufacturers 
would  pay  particular  heed  to  the  various  types  of  machines  needed 
here  as  compared  with  those  used  in  a  Sat  country,  the  demand  would 
be  more  readily  iindci'stood. 

An  efficient  liill-climbing  electric  tricycle  or  motor — one  easily  tin- 
dei-stood  and  handled  by  an  armless  or  legless  man — would  meet  an 
urgent  need,  and  if  such  a  machine  were  ready  at  the  ciose  of  the  war, 
the  sales  reached  would  be  beyond  any  figures  yet  rcpoilcd. 


BT-PBODTICTS  PIAMT  FOE  PEXBILOF  ISLAHDS. 

A  by-products  plant  for  the  manufactui-e  of  oil  and  fertilizer  from 
seal  carcasses  is  being  erected  on  St.  Paul  Island  in  the  I'ribilof  Is- 
lands. The  lighthouse  tender  Cedar,  which  had  on  board  some  of  the 
heavier  portions  of  the  equipment  for  this  plant,  arri\'ed  at  the  i^iland 
on  August  11.  The  material  was  successfully  landed,  and  ground 
for  the  foundation  of  the  plant  was  broken  a  few  days  later.  The 
remainder  of  the  equipment  for  the  plant  was  delivered  by  the 
Roosevelt  later  in  the  month. 

Active  sealing  operations  were  over  by  August  10.  The  energies  of 
the  station  are  being  devoted  to  the  erection  of  the  plant.  It  is 
hoped  to  push  the  work  of  constructing  the  buildings  and  installing 
the  mftchinery  rapidly  to  completion  and  to  begin  operations  this 
season.  The  carcasses  of  approximately  27,000  seals,  which  have 
been  killed  on  St.  Paul  Island  this  year,  will  furnish  auiple  mate- 
rial for  preliminary  operations. 
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COAL  SCASCITT  DT  OEKMAHT. 

IConsn]  G«D«ra1  Albert  Ilalgtead,  Stockholm,  SwedeD,  Aag.  21.] 

The  following  is  nn  abstract  from  an  article  in  the  AffUrsTurlden 
for  August  14,  1918: 

Germany  will  probably  be  confronted  with  a  scarcity  of  coal 
during  this  coming  winter.  On  accoimt  of  the  "  Spanska  Sjukan  " 
among  the  laborers,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  store  the  necessary 
reserve  stocks  for  use  during  the  winter.  There  arc  no  extra  sup- 
plies. How  severe  restrictions  will  be  made  in  the  use  of  coal  can 
not  be  decided  yet,  but  it  is  expected  that  only  such  industries  as  are 
more  or  less  engaged  in  war  work  will  be  first  supplied.  Civil 
industries  will  get  no  coal  and  will  have  to  bo  closed.  Households 
also  will  probiibly  get  none. 

To  lessen  the  demund  on  the  German  coal  fields,  and  probably  also 
to  secure  good  business,  the  Discontogesellschaft,  the  banking  c^tab- 
lislunent  S.  Bleichriider,  and  tho  Danca  Generala  Romana  in  Buka- 
rest,  have  taken  over  the  concession  of  brown-coal  mines  in  Roumania,  ■ 
including  about  80  per  cent  of  the  Roumanian  supplies.  They  intend 
to  press  tlie  work  considerably.  The  German  railways  that  are  now 
used  for  transporting  coal  are  expected  to  receive  less  coal  and  get 
more  force  for  other  transportations, 

Tlie  big  iron  and  coal  concern  Bochumer  Verein  has  decided  to 
increase  its  capital  from  45,000,000  to  57,000.000  marks.  The  new 
shares  at  12,000,000  marks  nominal  and  9,000,000  marks  cash  will 
be  given  as  payment  for  the  mine  Friedrich  der  Grosse.  Bochumer 
Verien  own  also  three  coal  mines,  of  wliich  one  is  very  productive. 
Friedrich  der  Grosse  before  the  war  produced  more  than  1,000,000 
tons  yearly.  The  coal  field  comprises  an  area  of  900  hectares  (2,224 
acres)  and  is  supposed  to  contain  several  millioD  tons  of  coaL 


ITAUAir  TBADINO  RESTBICTIOHS  IH  HACAfiONI  PASTES. 

IConml  Gcnrrai  Dnrld  F.  Wllbcr,  Genoa,  Aof.  SS.l 

The  Gazzetta  Officiale  of  August  19  contained  the  following  decree, 
prohibiting  the  production  and  sale  of  small  dried  macaroni  paste 
prepared  with  eggs : 

Article  1.  It  is  forljidden  to  pivNluce,  sell,  or  keep  for  sale  small  drie«I  maca- 
roul  paste  prepared  with  eggs. 

Article  2.  GlutinlzeU  pasteii  must  coDtaio  not  leSB  thaa  25  per  cent  of  azotnted 
BUbGtanceu  or  4  per  ceut  of  nKote.  nnd  their  retail  price  must  not  exceed  6  lire 
per  kilo,  including  the  cost  for  itncking  nod  the  container. 

Article  3.  Smnil  dried  mncnront  paste  prepared  wltboot  eggs  may  be  sold  nt 
a  price  liigher  thnD  tiie  price  fised  for  ordinary  macaroni  paste,  bat  not  ov^ 
2.G0  lire  per  kilo,  biduding  (he  cost  of  sacking  and  contnluer. 

Article  4. — The  Provincial  AsjiO<'latlon  for  food  supply,  nccount  being  taken 
of  the  nllnieutiiry  noe<lg  of  tlie  elck  of  tho  Province,  estnlillwhes  the  DDioimt  of 
grnln  necessary  for  the  production  of  tbe  pastes  Indicated  In  tbe  preceding 
article. 

Aitk'Ie  5. — Upon  each  hap  of  small  macaroni  paste  or  gluUnlzcd  paste,  the 
sale  price  to  (he  pulilic  must  he  printed. 

Article  C— The  prefects  slinll  estaliltsh  the  rules  for  the  sale  of  smali  niam- 
ronl  paste  and  glutiulzed  paste  also  in  relatiou  to  the  rationing  of  the  {urdinarr 
macaroni  paste. 


Give  Our  Boyi  Every  Fighting  Chance— Bny  Wai-Savii^ 
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LIFE  insim&iTCE  iir  nkw  zealani). 

IConanl  General  Alfred  A.  -WlnBlOW,  AucklBnd,  July  27.] 

Life  insurance  is  becoming  general  in  New  Zealand  and  the  per 
capita  insurance  runs  very  high.  Policies  in  force  at  the  beginning 
of  1916  totaled  $199,366,625,  of  which  the  New  Zealand  Government 
Insurance  Department  had  52,950  policies,  covering  risks  aggregat- 
ing $62,068,075,  and  the  10  standard  private  insurance  companies 
doing  business  in  this  Dominion  107,618  policies,  aggregating  $137,- 
298,550.  Two  of  the  private  insurance  companies  are  American, 
with  1,953  policies,  covering  a  total  insurance  of  $3,545,172.  From 
the  best  information  obtainable  it  seems  that  the  business  of  tliese 
conipani^  is  on  the  decrease,  since  the  New  Zealand  companies  are 
apparently  able  to  offer  better  rat«s. 

The  New  Zealand  Government  Insurance  Department  offers  a 
il,000  ($4,866)  insurance  policy,  payable  at  death,  at  the  rates  indi- 
cated in  the  following  table: 
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CINCHONA  CniTTTATIOB  IN  PHILIPPIHI  ISLANDS. 

[CoDsuI  Lncten  Memmlngcr,  Madras,  IiKlla.] 

The  introduction  of  cinchona  plants  into  the  Philippine  Islands 
from  India  is  being  attempted  by  the  Igorot  Exchange,  a  missionary 
institution  at  Sagada,  Island  of  Luzon.  Cinchona,  the  source  of 
quinine,  has  not  been  cultivatedin  the  Philippine  Islands  before,  it 
is  said.  The  experiment  is  made  possible  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
deputy  director  of  agriculture  at  Ootacamund,  Madras  Presidency, 
who,  in  response  to  a  request  made  through  the  Madras  consulate, 
kindly  furnished  about  10  ounces  of  Cinchona  Udgeriana  seed  for 
forwarding  to  the  institution  at  Sagada.  The  seeds  were  sent  in 
October  last  and  reached  their  destination. 

A  letter  from  the  Igorot  Exchange  states  that  the  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Science,  Manila,  advised  it,  in  reply  to  its  inquiry,  that 
cinchona  has  not  been  cultivated  in  the  Philippines  before,  but  that 
he  is  of  opinion  the  climatic  and  soil  conditions  of  the  mountain 
Province  in  which  Sagada  is  situated  are  entirely  adapted  to  culture 
of  this  plant. 

FREIGHT  SEBVIOE  BETWEEN  BOSTON  AND  TARHOTJTH. 

[CODSur  John  J.  C.  WttlBOD.  Vnnnouth.  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  Sept.  10.] 

The  .steamer  Ve^a  B.  CoUins  left  Yarmouth  for  Boston.  Mass.,  on 
September  14,  1918,  carrying  a  cargo  of  IGO  tons  of  fresh  and  salt 
fish.  If  this  trip  proves  successful,  the  ser\ico  will  be  continued, 
making  one  trip  a  week.  This  steamer  has  a  gross  tonnage  of  325.26 
and  a  net  tonnage  of  223,  and  has  a  speed  of  9  knots.  Its  tarry- 
ing capacity  is  about  400  tons.  At  present  this  is  the  only  steamer 
engaged  in  freight  transportation  between  this  port  and  the  United 
States.  j|(,- 
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FOBHATIOH  QV  OEBUAK  IHSnSTItZAX  COimCIX. 

[From   CopcDhaePD   rolltlkco,   trsuemtttcd   b;   Commprdol   A^nt  Nomian   L.   Anderaoa, 
Uopcobagca.l 

In  connection  witli  the  already  existing  labor  committee  for  Cen- 
tral Europe,  which  consists  of  representatives  for  all  parties  and 
leading  persons  within  German  economic  life,  there  will  be  formed  in 
the  near  future  a  <ierman  industrial  council  for  Central  Europe,  the 
object  of  which  will  be  to  take  care  of  the  commercial  and  industrial 
interests  in  closest  possible  connection  with  the  Austro-IIimgarian 
monarchy,  at  the  same  time  developing  the  trade-political  connec- 
tions of  the  Central  Powei-s  with  the  other  Central  European  States 
and  peoples.  According  to  Kreuszeitung,  the  program  for  this  in- 
dustrial committee  is  to  secure  by  a  gradual  development  of  the 
continental  commercial  connections,  the  extension  of  German  in- 
dusti'y  on  the  world  market.  After  establishing  a  customs  union 
with  Austria- Hungary,  it  is  the  intention  by  good  trade  connections 
and  other  means  to  make  close  ties  with  the  eastern  States  in  Europe, 
in  order,  by  obtaining  raw  materials,  especially  from  the  districts  of 
Greater  Russia  and  the  Ukraine,  to  gain  strength  to  foi^e  the  western 
opponents,  especially  the  oversea  raw-material  producei's,  to  make  a 
world  coimnercial  peace  after  the  war. 


SElEAin)  FOS  FOWEB-FARUIHO  UACHHrEBT  IN  FRAHCE. 

[Consul  TbomaB  D.  Davli,  Grenoble,  Aug.  31.1 
The  Grenoble  district  is  beginning  to  interest  itself  greatly  in  tho 
introduction  of  i>ower- farming  machinery.  It  seems  that  only 
American  machinery  is  seriously  considered.  Prominent  men  in  sev- 
eral communities  are  encouraging  the  movement,  which  at  present 
promises  good  results  in  spite  of  the  serious  obstacle  presented  m 
the  smallncfs  of  individual  land  holdings. 

This  consulate  is  anxious  to  receive  catalogues  and  advertising 
matter,  preferably  in  French,  frwn  American  manufacturers  of  this 
class  of  machinery.  All  catalogues  received  have  been  given  to  in- 
terested parties,  and  ought  to  be  replaced. 

Inquirers  almost  invariably  ask  whether  or  not  advertisers  have 
agencies  in  France,  and  if  it  is  possible  to  inspect  one  of  tho  machines 
or  see  it  at  work. 


STATE  CONTBOL  OF  HIKEBAL  FERTIIIZEBS  IR  SFAIR. 

[Consul  General  Carl  BflUer  Ilorsl,  Darcelaoa.] 

The  Spanish  Government  has  enacted  a  law  rc^rding  State  con- 
trol of  potash  beds  and  other  mineral  deposits  which  can  be  adapted 
to  use  as  fertilizers  or  serve  as  a  basis  for  thi3  manufacture  of  such. 
Under  the  provisions  of  this  law  the  concession,  exploitation,  regula- 
tion, and  sale  of  the  products  of  such  beds  or  deposits  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  intervention  by  the  State.  This  shall  apply  not  only  to  con- 
cessions to  be  granted  in  the  future,  but  also  to  those  already  existing, 
and  will  embrace  near-lying  mineral  deposits. 

The  full  text  of  the  law  was  published  in  the  Gaceta  de  Madrid, 
the  official  organ  of  the  Spanish  Government,  on  July  28,  1918. 
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SCHOOL  OF  HEDICIHE  70B  FSENCH  WEST  AFKICA. 

[Contal  W.  J.  Yerbj.  D«kar,  Senoeal.  Aog.  12.1 
As  a  result  of  the  gentual  needs  of  the  French  West  Afiicnn  col- 
onies, and  especially  of  those  growing  out  of  the  war — the  return  of 
the  thousands  of  natives  from  the  front  wounded  and  in  bad  health 
and  requiring  special  medical  treatment  and  to  provide  all  with 
better  means  to  meet  the  economical  demands  after  the  war — the 
French  Government  has  authorized  the  establishment  of  a  school  of 
medicine,  to  be  located  nt  Dakar  and  to  be  opened  for  the  reception 
of  students  on  October  1,  1918,  and  a  scliool  of  agricultui'e.  The 
school  of  medicine  will  be  under  the  direct  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment general  of  French  West  Africa  and  under  the  technical  control 
of  the  "  Inspecteur  General  dcs  Service  sanitairai  et  medicaux  de 
I'Afrique  occidentale  fran^aise."  The  courses  will  be  to  the  end  of 
providing  competent  native  doctors,  midwives,  and  veterinarians, 
and  possibly  pharmacists. 

The  school  of  agiiculturo  is  destined  to  give  theoretic  and  practi- 
cal instruction  in  agriculture  and  forestry. 

These  schools  for  French  West  African  natives  will  be  in  addition 
to  the  already  well-established  technical,  civil  engineering,  manual 
training,  and  government-administrative  schools  at  Goree,  Scnegul, 
which  are  fed  mostly  by  the  primary  schools  of  the  French  colonies — 
generally  for  the  boys  of  the  ruling  class  of  natives. 


HEAT  FBICES  IH  AUSIBAIIA. 

'llloward  A.  Treat,  secretar;  to  commercial  attacb£^  Mctboiicne,  Aog.  24.] 
To  meet  the  Mortage  in  the  supply  of  meat,  caused  by  the  falling 
off  in  market  yardings,  the  Australian  A^eat  Administration  has  ar- 
ranged, commencing  August  22,  to  sell  for  cash  to  retail  butchers 
from  day  to  day,  sufficient  frozen  beef  and  frozen  mutton  to  cover 
the  deficiency.  It  is  necessary  for  retail  butchers  to  advise  the  Com- 
monwealth Meat  Administration  at  its  office  of  their  approximate 
requirements.  The  retail  butchers  nmst  not  apply  for  luore  than 
sufficient  to  bring  their  total  purchases  from  all  sources  up  to  the 
absolute  minimum  of  their  normal  dail^  trade  requirements.  The 
meat  will  be  supplied  at  the  following  prices: 


Rumpa  niiiJ  loiti 


Sets  of  forequarter  riba  (not  more  than  7  wlthput  briskets)  — 

Chucks  and  blades 

Mutton : 

111  carcasses 


orncES  OF  the  bitbeau  of  FOBEIGN  AKB  DOUESTIC  COUMEBCE. 


BOSTON:  ISO!  ( 


Hm  OHLENIS:  10!0  HlbriiU  Balk  MDOBf.' 


GOOPBUTITR  OrnCEB. 

CIATBLANO:  riianbn  ol  FgnnuRO. 
Cl>aKMTl:  rJismUt  *l  Cobiocr*. 
CIKCINNITI:  Qimnl  rtclilit  4|[pit,  Rob 

BallKU,  M  lanllt  BMldlw. 
LOS  ANOELESi  cEiakti  of  CaaiMm. 
PHILADELPHIli  Ctimbfr  of  Cmmcnt. 
PORTLAKD.  OREfl.:  fhanbcr  or  lunmen 
BlITON  I  tintUi  Dtjiva  AnKlaUas.       ■ 
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ntSIOATION  FSOJECTS  AXOKO  THE  OKUTGE  SITES. 

The  African  World  of  August  31  says  that  for  some  considerable 
time  Government  engineers  attached  to  the  Union  irrigation  depart- 
ment have  been  busy  with  various  surveys  along  the  Orange  River, 
and  after  investigation  it  was  felt  that  the  river  had  a  large  fall  be- 
tween  Upington  and  Keimoes.  The  Government  has  now  decided  to 
construct  an  enormous  dam  on  the  Orange  River  between  Upington 
and  Keimoes,  with  a  view  to  conserving  the  water.  This  course  i» 
greatly  welcomed,  and  will  be  a  means  of  preventing  distress  to  tiM 
jowor  proprietors,  which  has  occurred  at  times  in  the  paat  during 
severe  droughts.    The  publication  continues: 

In  connexion  »ilh  the  above  It  ta  IntereaOng  to  note  that  there  are  vetj 
large  trncts  of  nrable  )an<1,  both  on  tbc  north  and  south  Imnks,  belonglne  to  MM 
Government  and  private  individuals,  cnpable  of  irclgatian  development  In  fVP' 
tJcuIar,  the  GovcrDincnt  Island  known  as  Cannon,  or  BlauwBk<^  Islsjid,  whtcb 
baa  several  hundred  niorgeu  of  alluvial  ground,  is  deserving  of  mention,  lu 
reftai'd  to  private  irrigation  sohenies,  several  of  these  have  comparatively  i» 
cently  been  started  along  tbe  Orange  River,  and  further  development  is  Ukely 
to  occur  lu  the  near  future. 


PBOPOSALS  FOE  OOTEBlfUENT  SUPPLIES  AHD  COHSTBUCnOH. 

[CorrespoDd^nce  shonld  Uc  dire 
taformatlon  can  lIBUnlly  Iw  abtail 

or  the  work  is  to  be  porformed.     ,.. „ ..   , 

flmia  lo  lubmlt  ternlTx.  tboy  EDould  ask  to  be  plared  on  (he  mailInK  Hula  ot  aucli  officea 
to  receive  uaticn  calling  lor  future  suppUes  or  work  of  a  ilmUar  nature.] 

Uotor  launch.  No.  M16. — Sealed  proposala  will  be  received  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Flsherlei^,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  tintil 
October  24,  1818,  for  the  construction  of  a  raised^deck  open-cockpit  motor 
launcb  CurUtw,  delivered  to  the  Bnrean's  t^reeentaUTe  at  tbe  O^ierles 
station,  Cape  Vincent,  N.  K.,  or  at  Its  place  of  eonstructiou. 

FttMi,  etc..  No.  5417.~Sea)ed  proposals  will  be  received  by  tbe  Soperliitendeiit 
of  Lighthouses,  Tompklnsvllle,  N.  Y..  until  Oetober  10,  1918,  for  30,000 
pounds  of  red  lead,  4,S0O  yards  of  kliaki'Colored  canvas,  and:  7,600  sailous 
of  mixed  paints. 

Maintenance  dredging.  No.  [>418. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
United  States  engineer  office,  New  Ijjndon,  Conn.,  until  Octobej  7,  1918,  for 
malnteuancie  dredging  In  New  Haven  Harbor,  Conn. 

Buoji  bodie».  No.  5410. — Sealed  propoKals  ivlll  be  received  by  the  SuperlnteD<1ent 
of  Lighthouses,  Tompkinarllle,  N.  Y.,  until  October  14,  1918,  for  seven  type 
'■  L  "  acetylene-gas  buoy  bodies. 

Offlcert'  uniform*.  No.  5420. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  until  October  1. 
1918,  for  manufacturing  officers'  nnlfortns.  SpeclBcations  call  for  both 
patch  and  l^eltowed  pockets.  Bidders  may  make  s^tarate  bids  for  each 
type  pocket. 

Marine  engines.  No.  5421. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Superintendent.  Baltlinorc,  Md.,  until  October  T,  1918.  for  six  gssolloe- 
kerosene  marine  engines,  six  horsepower  eucb. 

Scaling  and  lighting  plant.  No.  5422. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  t&e 
OAlce  of  Indian  Aflalrs,  Department  of  the  Ulterior,  Washington,  D.  C., 
until  September  12,  1918,  for  furnishing  machinery  and  labor  for  the  con- 
struction and  inetailation  of  a  heating  and  lighting  plant  at  tbe  Cheyeone 
River  School,  South  Dakota. 

Bhad  boats.  No.  5423.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  LIgbtbouae 
Superintendent,  Baltimore,  Md.,  untU  October  8,  1918,  for  tdx  North  Can> 
Una  shad  boats,  22  foet  long,  for  use  at  light  stations. 
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BBinSH  WHOLESALE  AlTD  RETAIL  PRICE  OF  BITTTER. 

ICabU'gram  from  Consul  General  Rot)ert  P.  Skinner,  London,  Sept.  2n,] 

Food   Controller   prescribed   tlie   following   ^\-liolesale   maximum 

price  for  all  Government  butter  in  rolls  or  bricks  of  1  pound  or  less; 

2s,  3|d.  per  pouud;  in  any  other  case,  2s,  3d.  per  pound;  retail,  2s, 

6d.  per  iKiiind. 

INCREASED  NOTE  CXRCTTLATION  OF  THE  BANK  OF  ALGERIA. 

(CoD«ul  Arlbur  C.  Frost,  Algiers,  Aug.  16.J 

Tlie  note  circulation  of  the  Bank  of  Algeria,  which,  bv  deci-ce  of 
May  -iS.  1918,  had  been  increased  to  700,000,000  francs  (135,100,000), 
has  again  been  increased  to  800,000,000  ($154,400,000),  according  to 
an  announcement  from  Paris  dated  August  14,  1918. 


EXPIRATION  SATE  OF  EXPORT  LICENSES. 

Tlie  War  Trade  Board  announces,  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T.  B.  K. 
241),  that  on  and  after  September  30,  1!)18,  export  licenses  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  been  used  within  the  period  of  their  validity — 

(a)  If  the  through  export  bill  of  lading  is  issued  and  signed  on  or 
before  the  expiration  date  of  the  license  and  subsequent  to  October  0, 
1917;  or 

(J)  If  the  ocean  bill  of  lading  is  dated  on  or  before  the  expiration 
date  of  the  license ;  or 

(c)  If  the  dock  receipt  is  dated  on  or  before  the  expiration  date  of 
the  license  and  the  ocean  bill  of  lading  covering  the  same  shi|)ment 
is  dated  not  later  than  30  days  after  the  expiration  date  of  the  li- 
cense ;  or 

{U)  If  the  railroad  notice  of  arrival  issued  at  the  port  of  exporta- 
tion is  dated  on  or  before  the  expiration  date  of  the  license  and  if  the 
7882S--18  11(18         ^. 
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ocean  bill  of  lading  covering  the  same  shipm^it  is  dated  not  lata- 
than  10  days  aftei-  the  expiration  dat«  of  the  license,  provided  thai 
the  provisions  of  this  paragraph  (d)  shall  apply  only  when  the  mer- 
chandise is  exported  on  vessels  loaded  at  railroad  docks  where  dock 
receipts  as  provided  in  paragraph  {b)  can  not  be  issued  by  the  vessd 
OP  its  agents;  or 

(c)  It  the  shipment  is  on  a  lighter  which  arrives  on  or  before  the 
expiration  date  of  the  license  alongside  the  vessel  upon  which  the 
shipment  is  to  be  loaded,  and  if  the  shipment  is  in  fa(A  loaded  on  that 
vessel  and  ocean  bill  of  lading  is  signed  not  later  than  30  days  after 
the  expiration  date  of  the  license. 

The  railroad  agent  issuing  a  Uirough  export  bill  of  lading  {com- 
bination  rail  and  steamship  bill  covering  goods  to  destination)  will 
forward  to  the  Bureau  of  Exports,  War  ^ade  Board,  Washington, 
D.  C,  one  copy  of  such  bill  of  lading  after  there  has  been  noted 
thereon  the  port  of  exit  throu^  which  the  shipment  will  pass. 

These  reflations  supersede  those  announced  in  W.  T.  B.  R.  152, 
made  public  June  29,  1918. 


OFFER  OF  ACETATE  OF  LDKE  AUS  KETETL  ALCOHOL. 

(Conaol  General  Qearsa  A.  Chamberlain,  UciImi  Cit;,  Mexico,  Anc.  £8.] 

The  following  communication,  conveying  an  offer  of  acetate  oi 
lime  and  methyl  alcohol,  was  addressed  to  the  American  consulate 
general  in  Mexico  City  by  a  local  mining  engineer: 

A  resident  of  Uils  city,  wbom  1  bare  kaown  for  12  years,  Is  nionlug  a  Ilttl* 
chemical  plfint  between  Mexico  City  and  Vera  Croz  and  makes  acetate  of  lima 
(66  to  67  per  cent)  and  methyl  alcoliol  (98  to  99  per  cent). 

The  only  market  for  the  former  product  In  Mexico  is  with  a  flnn  with  whldi 
he  does  not  care  to  deal.  He  therefore  has  appealed  to  me  to  find  a  market  in 
the  United  States;  and  as  acetate  of  lime  Is  the  base  tor  making  acetic  add. 
It  occurred  to  me  to  ash  you  if  you  could  put  him  Id  touch  with  some  one 
who  would  submit  bids  for  his  product  He  has  at  the  present  moment  9  tons 
on  hand,  is  making  about  1  ton  per  month,  and  in  the  course  of  a  ^ort  time 
will  double  this  output. 

His  alcohol  is  now  being  sold  In  Pnebla  to  Mexicans,  but  be  would  prefer  to 
ship  It  all  to  the  United  States,  if  possible.  He  Is  making  obout  40  liters  (lO^ 
gallons)  dally.    . 

[The  chemical  manufacturer's  address  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and  co- 
operative  offices  upon  referring  to  file  No.  105786.] 


BCABCITT  OF  FATEA  STOCKS  IH  NEW  ZSALASD. 

ICoDiul  Oeiuira]  Alfred  A.  Wnilaw,  AneUand,  Aox.  8.] 
There  is  a  marked  shortage  in  the  paper  supply  covering  practi- 
cally all  lines,  and  especially  common  print  and  Dook  papers.    This  is 
compelling  some  publications  to  cease  and  curtailing  many  others  to 
a  large  extent. 

The  imjiorts  of  print  paper  for  the  first  three  months  of  1918 
amounted  to  66,460  hundredweight,  as  compared  with  83,468  hun- 
dredweight for  the  same  period  in  1917  and  64,478  hnndredwei^t 
for  the  same  period  in  1914,  while  the  imports  of  all  other  paper 
amounted  to  11^05  hundredweight  for  the  first  three  months  ox  191^ 
as  compared  with  19,994  hundredweight  for  the  same  period  in  1917 
and  23,192  hundredweight  for  the  same  time  in  1914, 
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ATTITUDE  TOWASS  WAS-TDCE  EZFOBTS. 

Officials  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  are 
frequently  asked  the  question :  What  is  tho  present  attitude  of  the 
Government  toward  exports  during  the  war?  In  our  issue  of  Sep- 
tember 16  we  published  a  statement  of  the  chairman  of  the  War 
Trade  Board,  which  sets  forth  clearly  and  completely  the  attitude  of 
the  War  Trade  Board  on  this  important  question.  We  now  publish 
e:xcerpts  from  a  letter  veiy  recently  addressed  to  the  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Shipping  Board  as  showing  the  attitude  of  tlie  Shipping  Board  in 
this  matter: 

I  thoroughly  appreciate  the  desirability,  It  not  the  necessity,  of  the  Allies  bhp- 
plyinK.  In  so  far  as  poasltile,  tlie  needs  of  neutrals  In  respei't  to  ttio^ie  commoOl- 
ties  which  are  produced  only  Id  ttie  belligerent  couotrtes.  Indeed,  I  look  upon 
this  as  a  pitrt  of  our  military  program,  since  it  not  only  lu'lps  to  creale  good 
will  for  the  Allied  ouise  In  neutral  countries  but  Is  the  logicnl  If  not  tlie  only 
way  to  pny  for  those  raw  materials  produced  ODty  In  neutral  countries  which 
ure  essential  in  the  manufacture  of  munitions  and  to  our  food  supply. 

Tlie  Shipping  Board  has  received  comparatively  few  complnints  from  shippers 
concerning  their  inability  to  obtain  cargo  space.  Sblpnietit  to  many  trade  cen- 
ters Ims  been  normal.  The  east  coast  of  South  America  has  suRlered  for  un- 
nvolilable  reasons,  and  the  majority  of  complaints  hove  l)eeii  regnnllng  export 
conditions  to  that  district  Conditions  In  that  direction  ore  now  rapidly  Improv- 
ing. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Shipping  Board  to  maintain  tlie  normal  flow  of  com- 
modities in  80  far  as  that  Is  consistent  with  the  successful  prosecution  of  tlie 
war  program.  Our  plans  for  hnudllng  ships  will  be  formulated  iu  such  a  wuy 
that  every  available  ton  will  be  put  Into  the  commercial  routes  as  rapidly  aoU 
as  effectively  as  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  our  military  program. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  endeavoring  to 
secure  statements  from  other  interested  branches  of  the  E.xecutive 
Department  of  the  Government  with  a  view  to  reaching  definite  con- 
clusions on  tlie  attitude  of  the  Government  toward  exports  in  war 
time. 


AMEBICAN  SEIFTAEDS  HAKE  NEW  WOKID  BECOBD. 

American  shipyards  in  the  12  months  that  ended  yesterday  (Thurs- 
day) established  a  new  world's  record  for  ship  construction.  The 
returns,  as  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce,  total  1,956,455  gross  tons.  The  previous  world's  record 
was  made  by  British  shipyards  in  1913.     It  was  1.032,153  gross  tons. 

(The  figures  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  like  tliose  of  the  British 
Admiralty,  include  all  constniction  of  over  100  gross  tons.) 

Tliis  remarkable  achievement  of  American  shipyards  in  the  past 
12  months  is  set  forth  in  the  following  memorandum  sent  Thursday 
to  Chairman  Hurley  from  E.  T.  Chamberlain,  commissioner  of  the 
Bureau  of  Navigation : 

We  have  "  gone  orer  the  top  "  this  morning  tn  shlplmlldlnfr. 

In  the  12  months  ended  Just  now  (10  «.  m..  September  2(i)  American  shlpy a nls 
have  built,  and  the  Oouiinerce  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation,  has  oAiclidly 
numbered  1,9.')C,455  gross  tons,  pussiiig  the  previous  high  i-ecord  of  tlie  I'nileii 
Kingdom  for  1013  calendar  year,  1.082.153  gross  tons  launched,  of  wlilch  1,703,- 
287  gross  tons  completed  (Lloyds  retnms). 

The  United  Stales  for  13  months  to  date  completed  1.!K(t.455  gross  tons, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  for  11  mouths  endml  August  31  complete  toimaKe 
1.512.C40  gross  tons.  Together  3,4C9,0»o  gruss  tons  comjileted  exceeds  tiie 
world's  record,  3,332,SSJ  gross  tons,  launched  by  all  iiatiuns  lu  the  uileuiVur 
year  lOia  f|C 
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nyAinaTB  SAILWAT  TOXB. 

[Vice  CoDOBl  Cul  C  BsBMO.  Bkackak.J 

The  Siamese  State  Railway  Departmeat  increased  th«  rate  cm 
passenger  traffic  for  all  the  lines  of  the  State  railways  b;  20  per  cent 
as  from  Jnly  1.  This  step  had  to  he  taken  owing  to  the  rise  in  price 
of  railway  materials  received  from  Europe  and  America,  aud  Ute 
heavy  maintenance  expenses  incurred  in  repairing  the  damage  caused 
by  last  year's  floodfi. 
Sanckok-VesaBX  Kaihra^  aerrioe. 

Junction  of  the  Siamese  Southern  Line  of  Railways  with  tbo6«  of 
the  British  Federated  Malay  States  has  now  hem  effected.  The  fiist 
train  conveying  passengers  left  Bangkok  on  July  1,  and  on  the  same 
day  a  train  started  from  Prai  at  the  other  end  of  the  line  for  Bang- 
kok. Penang,  in  the  Federated  Malay  States,  win  be  reached  from 
Bangkok  in  wree  days,  and  Bangkok  from  Peoang  in  four  dsys,  and 
for  the  present  there  will  be  two  trains  per  week.  By  sea  the  journey 
from  Bangkok  to  Penang  is  made  in  from  five  to  seven  days. 
Sk«rtace  ot  KolUnK  Stock — Xcw  CaitoMs  Itatlou. 

On  the  Siamese  Northern  Line  there  is  a  usual  daily  shortage  of 
about  200  wagons,  nnd  sometimes  as  much  as  400  wagons  are  short, 
while  on  the  Northern  Line  the  shortage  reaches  about  100  wagons 
per  day.  This  condition  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  new  goods  wagons 
can  not  be  built  here  because  of  lack  of  iron  framew<u'k,  wheels,  steel 
tires,  and  otlwr  irm  and  steel  fittini^  whtdi  are  not  manufactured 
in  Siam. 

Customhousee  for  dealine  with  the  railway  traffic  at  the  junctirai 
of  the  Siamese  with  the  Federated  Malay  States  Railways  have  been 
established  at  Pedang  Besar,  at  Tung  Song  and  at  Singora,  and 
the  customs  regulations  for  export  and  import  entries  are  the  same 
ns  those  for  the  sea-borne  trade  at  the  port  of  Bangkok. 
Slameie  to  Stady  Ancrl««a  Ballwar  Bjrtaoi. 

Eight  Sianteee  students  connected  with  the  Royal  State  Railways 
are  about  to  leave  Siam  for  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing up  the  study  of  American  railway  meUiods.  This  is  a  new 
departure  inaugurated  by  the  recently  appiHnted  commiasiooer  gen< 
eral  of  the  Siamese  State  Railways.  These  studenta  will  be  nnder 
the  care  of  the  SianwEe  Legation  m  Wa^iington. 


NEW  DntETT  BTTEFOS  AXXER-THSW  TOKK.  SDERVICE. 

A  resumption  of  direct  passenger  service  between  Buenoe  Aires 
and  New  York  ie  indicated  by  a  cablegram  juat  received  by  tin  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  from  Commerciai  AttadiS 
Robert  S.  Barrett,  statitmed  in  the  Argentine  capitaL  Under  date 
of  September  S4  Mr,  Barrett  cabled:  "Royal  Mail  Padret  Co.  ad- 
vises that  it  will  inaugurate  a  new  passenger  service  to  the  United 
States  early  in  November  with  the  steamer  Detna^  ft^owed  by  tiie 
Darro,  Deseado,  and  Demantra." 

There  has  been  no  direct  service  betwem  the  northwn  and  the 
southern  metropolis  since  the  Lamport  £  Holt  boats  were  taken  off 
some  weeks  ago.  GoO«?lc 
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'^OFOSED  SWISS  NATXOVAL  TBASE-IUAE. 

IBrlttih  (GoTemmeDt)  Board  of  Tiode  loarnal,  Sept.  S.] 

A  copy  of  the  regulations  onder  which  it  is  proposed  by  Swiss  cham- 
bers of  commerce  to  establish  a  Swiss  national  trade-mark  under  the , 
Dame  of  S-  P.  E.  S.  (Syndicat  pour  I'Exportation  Suisse)  discloses 
.the  fact  that  the  mark  will  be  confined  to  firms  two-thirds  of  whose 
capital  is  Swiss  and  to  goods  that  are  made  in  Switzerland  exclusively 
by  the  Swiss,  Thus  any  foreigners  manufacturing  in  Switzerland  will 
not  be  able  to  use  this  trade-mark  for  goods  manufactured  by  them  in 
Switzerland.  The  object  of  the  trade-mark,  it  is  stated,  is  not  to 
place  foreigners  at  a  disadvantage,  but  to  insure  that  any  articles 
bearing  the  mark  S.  P.  £.  S.  are  to  be  really  of  Swiss  manufacture. 
In  addition,  the  mark  is  directed  against  German  penetration,  as 
numerous  firms  are  known  to  be  ostensibly  Swiss,  but  in  reality  Ger- 
man. The  president  of  the  Geneva  Chamber  of  Commerce  states  that 
.the  control  of  these  will  not  be  easy,  but  the  committee  is  alive  to  the 
probability  of  improper  use  of  the  mark,  and  they  consider  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  Swiss  manufacturers  to  bring  cases  of  this  char- 
acter to  official  notice.  No  foreign  firms  are  to  oe  prevented  from 
manufacturing  in  Switzerland ;  but  not  being  Swiss,  tney  are  to  be  de- 
barred from  using  the  trade-marit.  With  regard  to  the  possibility  of 
the  extensive  misuse  of  the  trade-mark  by  exporting  merchants,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  add  the  manufacturer's  name  to  the  trade-mark. 
This  may  not  be  acceptable  to  exporters,  and  if  impracticable  and  the 
trade-mark  fails  as  a  result  to  protect  Swiss  manufacturers,  it  is  con- 
sidered probable  that  the  chambers  of  commerce  concerned  will  pro- . 
pose  its  abolition. 

HIOTECT  TO  ENCOURAOE  SlULL  ITAUAir  INDtTSIBIES. 

[WceU;  BDlletlD,  Cnoddlan  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  B<^t.  16,1 

The  Minister  of  Industry,  Commerce,  and  Labor  has  presented  to 
the  Italian  Parliament  a  draft  of  a  bill  for  promoting  the  develop- 
ment of  what  are  called  the  small  Italian  industries.  These  indus- 
tries include  tlie  lace  production  of  Venice  and  Aquila,  the  textile 
Industry  of  Catanzaro,  of  the  Marches,  and  of  Salerno;  the  making 
of  rope  in  Abruzzo  and  Liguria ;  the  plaiting  of  straw  in  Carpi,  in 
the  Island  of  Ischia,  and  at  Catania;  the  production  of  knives  in 
.Campobosso  and  in  Maniago;  the  making  of  agricultural  tools  and 
kitchen  utensils  in  the  Provinces  of  Avellino,  Bari,  and  Lecce,  and 
the  very  important  ceramic  industry  at  Bomagna  and  in  the  Prov- 
inces of  Aquila,  Ban,  Heggio  Calabria,  and  Perugia. 

It  is  proposed  to  establish  local  committees,  made  up  of  competent 
authorities,  whose  special  work  it  will  be  to  diffuse  pertinent  techni- 
cal knowledge,  to  direct  production,  and  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  the 
finished  articles.  These  committees  and  such  others  as  have  been 
formed  by  private  initiative  are  to  be  coordinated  and  directed  by  a 
central  council  under  the  minister's  instruction. 


rorth  sarins  for.    Bn;  Thrift 


__;oogic 
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HEW  aEHEBAL  IMFORT  UOXHSS  P.  B.  F.  27. 

The  War  Trade  Board  annoimces,  in  a,  new  ruling  (Vf.  T.  B.  R. 
244),  the  issuance  of  a  new  jreneral  import  license  to  oe  known  as 
PBF  No.  27,  which  will  be  effective  for  shipments  made  on  or  after 
October  1, 1918.  This  license  covers  the  importation  into  the  United 
Stat«6  from  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Italy  or  their  Boro- 
pean  or  Mediterranean  African  posseesions  or  protectorates,  of  all 
commodities,  except  those  hereinafter  enumerated,  provided  the 
specific  goods  sought  to  be  imptsted  originated  in  said  coimtries, 
or  in  said  possessions  or  protectorates. 

The  following  commoditiee  are  specifically  excluded  frcnn  the 
terms  of  this  license : 

Aloxtte  Qnd  boro-carbone ;  animals,  live;  asbestos;  asphalt;  bamboo  and 
willow,  and  manufactures;  beveraKes,  nonalcotaoUc,  ezc«pt  mineral  water; 
borax;  breadatuflb,  Indndlng  all  food  Rralns  and  foddera.  saso  and  tapioca, 
and  all  floura;  coJTeloe;  cand;  and  confectlooery ;  casein;  castor  beans  and 
castor  oil;  cement;  cblorlde  of  lime;  chrome,  chrome  ore  and  chemicals  ex- 
tracted therefrom;  cobalt,  cobalt  ore  and  chemicals  extracted  therefrom;  cocoa 
beans  or  cacao;  coconut  meat;  copper  ore  and  copper  concentrates;  corundum, 
emery,  and  emery  ore;  cotton,  raw,  cotton  dock,  yam,  thread,  waste;  cotton 
seed  and  products;  cryolite;  cyanide  of  soda;  dairy  products;  esss;  ferro- 
alloys ;  ferromanganese  and  gplegelelsen ;  fish,  except  cured  mackerel  and 
herring :  flax,  raw,  and  manufactures;  flaxseed  or  linseed;  fmtts;  fnrs  not 
on  the  skin;  fur  skins;  gelatine  and  manufactures  thereof;  graphite  or  plum- 
bago, and  graphite  crudblcs;  grass,  mannfactnres  of;  gypsum;  balr,  nnlma], 
including  bristles;  hair,  human;  hemp  and  hemp  rope;  hides  and  skins,  all. 
Including  picketed  and  tanned  Iridium;  iron  ore;  ivory,  vegetable;  Jewels  and 
Jewelry,  Including  meter,  watch,  and  phonograph  needle  Jewels,  and  Jewelers* 
sweepings;  Jute  and  Jute  products;  kapok;  knitting  needles;  lead;  leather, 
all  finished,  and  all  leather  raw  stock;  lime;  mahogany  logs  and  luint>er;  malt 
liquors;  manganese,  manganese  ore,  and  chemicals  extracted  therefrom;  meets, 
meat  products,  sausage  casings;  mica,  molybdenum,  molybdenum  ore  and  chemi- 
cals extracted  therefrom ;  monazlte  sand ;  nitrate  of  soda ;  oilcloth  and  lino- 
leum; oils,  animal;  oils,  expressed  vegetable;  optical  glass;  osmlridlum; 
osmium;  palladium;  paraffin;  plants;  platinum  and  manufactures  of;  precious 
stones,  and  Imitation  precious  stones,  and  all  Industrial  diamonds  and  prod- 
ucts ;  pyrites ;  rattans  and  reeds ;  rhodium ;  rubber,  crude,  scrap,  and  re- 
claimed; balata,  gutta-Joolatong,  gutta-percha,  gutta-slak;  manufactures  of 
rubber;  ruthenium;  scheellte;  seeds,  Including  hemp  seed;  shellac,  and  all 
lacs :  shellfish ;  silk  and  manufactures ;  sisal ;  starch ;  stone  and  mannfactnres 
thereof,  except  Italian  marble;  tanning  materials,  and  substances  from  whlcb 
same  can  be  extracted;  tin  In  bars,  blocks,  pigs,  or  grain  or  granulated,  tin 
ore,  and  tin  concentrates  or  any  chemical  extracted  tberefrom;  titanium, 
titanium  ore  and  cliemlcals  extracted  therefrom;  tobacco  leaf  and  stems; 
trees;  tungsten,  tungfstcn  ore,  and  chemicals  extracted  therefrom;  vanadium, 
vanadltim  ore,  and  chemicals  extracted  therefrom;  Tegetebles,  except  mosb- 
rooms  and  tmOlBa;  Wolframite;  wool,  wool  yam  and  waste,  tone  and  noUa, 
and  manufactures. 

American  consuls  m  the  coimtries  affected  by  this  new  general 
import  license  have  been  instmcted  to  certify  invoices  for  aU  ship- 
ments included  within  the  terms  of  this  general  lioeoae  vrithont 
further  official  instructions  or  offidal  notification  of  individual  im- 
port license  numbers.  'Hie  consuls  will,  however,  indorse  on  sU 
such  invoices  covered  by  this  gsieral  license,  "  PBF  No.  27,"  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  now  done  in  the  case  of  commodities  covered  by 
other  general  licenses. 

The  list  of  commodities  above  enumerated  is  a  tentative  one.  A 
detailed  list  classified  according  to  the  tariff  paragraphs  is  bcong 
prepared  and  will  he  announced  shortly. 
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This  new  general  license  purposes  to  include  commodities  whose 
iiTiportittion  from  Europe  has  wen  entirely  unrestricted  and  wliose 
distribution  in  this  country  has  not  been  controlled;  also,  with  cer- 
tain exceptions,  those  commodities  whoso  importation  has  heretofore 
been  allowed  under  the  back-haul  privilege  from  convenient  Euro- 
pean and  Mediterranean  African  ports. 

Commodities  covered  by  this  new  general  license  will  not,  there- 
fore, require  an  individual  import  license,  and  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  the  War  Trade  Board  to  cable  officially  regarding  such 
shipments. 

FUB  SEALS  ON  FBIBHOT  ISLANDS. 

Preliminary  figures  for  the  1918  census  of  fur  seals  on  the  Pribilof 
IsUnds  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries.  Tiiese  figures 
show  that  the  approximate  total  number  of  the  Alaskan  herd  was 
496,000  in  1918,  as  compared  with  408,692  in  1917.  The  number  of 
pups  born  was  143,000  and  the  number  of  breeding  cows  was  the 
same.  The  average  harem  based  on  a  count  of  seven  rookeries  was 
20.70.  Tliis  census  did  not  include  the  33,831  seals  tukeu  during  the 
present  year. 
Take  ol  Stabklnt  Authorized. 

The  Department  had  authorized  a  take  of  35,000  ^kins  during  the 
regular  killing  season  which  ended  on  August  10,  but  only  33,881 
were  taken.  Of  this  number  7,000  were  taken  on  St.  George  Island 
and  20,881  on  St.  Paul  Island.  A  few  seals  will  be  killed  from  time 
to  time  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  furnish- 
ing fresh  meat  for  the  natives. 

By  the  terms  of  the  North  Pacific  Sealing  Convention  of  July  7, 
1911,  15  per  cent  of  this  year's  take  of  the  skins  belongs  to  the 
Canadian  Government  and  a  like  proportion  to  the  Japanese  Gov- 
ernment. There  will  be  no  actual  delivery  of  these  skins,  but  under  a 
provision  of  the  convention,  the  market  value  of  the  skins  will  be 
credited  to  the  respective  Governments  as  an  off^^et  to  certain  advance 
payments  made  to  them  by  the  United  States. 

SPANISH  SEGTTLAnONS  AS  TO  CONSITMPTION  OF  COAl. 

(Consul  QeDeral  C.  B.  Uont,  Barcelona,  Aug.  10.] 

By  the  royal  order  of  August  8,  1918,  the  Spanish  Government 
adopted  measures  to  regulate  the  consumption  of  coal  in  this  country. 
iWiuiin  15  days  from  Uiat  date  all  consumers  of  coal  for  industrial 
purposes  must  state  the  quantities  and  classes  of  coat  consumed  by 
them  in  1916  and  1917 ;  wno  were  their  furnishers,  and  the  contracts 
in  force;  their  actual  consumption  and  how  much  they  will  require; 
and  a  careful  statement  as  to  their  coal  reserves. 

From  the  information  thus  obtained  it  is  designed  that  each  Prov- 
ince shall  receive  its  pro  rata  share  of  the  available  coal  supply, 
according  to  the  i-equirements  of  its  industries.  Exceptions  are  made 
for  gas.  electric,  military,  and  naval  industries. 

Wholesale  and  retail  coal  dealers  are  obliged  to  make  similar  dec- 
larations, furnishing  a  detailed  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  sold, 
number  of  purchasers,  and  the  price.  This  report  will  be  made  pub- 
lic for  the  benefit  of  consumers.  -,  , 
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AMEBZCAS  AUI0K0BXLE8  DT  (SBHTBAI  SFAIH. 

(Vice  Consul  Bmest  B.  Btuh,  U&drid,  Aof.  6.} 

The  dominant  position  of  France  in  ihe  Spanish  automobile  market 
prior  to  Uie  war  was  due  not  only  to  the  quality  of  that  comitry's 
production  but  also  to  the  fact  that  it  had  been  me  pioneer  in  high- 
erade  motor-car  manufacture.  As  Spain's  nearest  industrial  neig'h.- 
bor,  France  can  (S'dinarily  make  deliveries  of  automobiles  and  sparo 
parts  with  extreme  facility.  Factors  not  without  importance  in  the 
maintenance  of  French  prestige  were  the  belief  of  the  original 
purchasers  of  automobiles  in  Madrid  that  the  serrices  of  French 
mechanics  were  essential  to  the  proper  operation  of  their  cars,  and 
the  tendency  of  Spanish  chauffeurs  and  mechanics  to  consider  a 
technical  education  incomplete  without  a  period  of  practical  training 
in  the  automobile  factories  of  France.  A  predisposition  for  French 
cars  could  not  but  result  from  this  condition,  which  also  explains  the 
abundance  of  French  technical  terms  used  in  local  automobile  circles. 

Until  1914  there  was  only  one  make  of  American  automobile  in 
operation  in  central  Spain.  The  outbreak  of  war  and  the  cutting  off 
of  previous  sources  ot  supply  caused  Spanish  dealers  to  turn  to  the 
United  States  for  tlieir  requirements,  and  American  motor  vehicles 
of  the  $1,000  class  soon  appeared  on  the  market  and  were  readily 
sold  at  $1,800  or  $2,000. 
Sale  of  AmerleBB  AntomoMlei  ia  1917. 

In  the  several  years  since  1914  the  sale  of  American  motor  cars  in 
this  district  has  steadily  increased,  the  total  for  1917  being  approxi- 
mately 590,  of  which  458  were  of  the  cheaper  makes  up  to  $1,200  in 
price,  91  ranged  from  $1,200  to  $2,500,  and  41  were  vehicles  of  better 
grade  over  $2,500  in  price. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  certain  success  has  been  attained  in  spit«  of 
the  opinion  current  in  Madrid  that  only  the  cheaper  American  cars 
represent  good  value. 

Although  the  large  sale  of  American  motor  cars  in  Madrid  during 
the  last  four  years  should  probably  be  attributed  to  the  war's  inter- 
ruption of  trade  currents,  mention  must  be  made  of  the  number  of 
medium  and  better  grade  vehicles  whose  sale  has  resulted  from  the 
untiring  efforts  of  one  or  more  local  ngents  who,  at  their  own  initia- 
tive and  expense,  have  extensively,  advertised  the  merits  of  the 
American  automobile.  For,  unfortunately,  the  interest  which  most 
American  automobile  manufacturers  displayed  in  this  market  in  the 

Sast  largely  took  the  form  of  demanding  payment  f.  o.  b.  factory  or 
ew  York  for  the  cars  occasionally  ordered  by  local  dealers.  The 
splendid  opportunity  for  the  building  up  of  a  highly  profitable  and 
increasing  business  m  the  capital  and  central  region  of  Spain  was 
apparently  a  matter  of  unconcern.  When  the  return  of  normal 
conditions  again  permits  of  Kuropean  competition,  a  paemve  atti- 
tude on  the  part  of  American  autcnnobile  exporters  can  only  end  in 
the  rapid  loss  of  present  trade  in  Madrid  and  its  bright  proq>eets. 
Decreased  Sales  la  1918 — Fost-War  Period. 

A  marked  falling  off  in  automobile  sales  has  taken  place  thus  far 
in  1918,  owing  to  the  long  delays  encountered  in  receiving  cars  from 
the  United  States  and  the  shortage  of  gasoline  which  proGpectivB 
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purchasers  must  consider.    Subetitates  for  gasoline  are  found  to  be 
enensive  and  uneconomical. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  a  determined  effort  will  be  made  by  French, 
English,  and  Italian  automobile  manufacturers  to  regain  the  pogd- 
tions  formerly  held  in  this  market,  and  it  is  needless  to  point  out  the 
urgency  of  active  pr^aratioos  by  American  motor-car  interests  to 
-withstand  the  keen  competition  of  their  European  rivals.  A  con- 
certed and  vigorous  campaign  of  pnblicity  should  now  be  inaugu- 
rated to  impress  upon  Madrid  buyers  the  excellence  of  American  de- 
sign and  construction  and  ac(]uaint  them  with  the  latest  progress 
realized  in  the  motor-vehicle  mdnstiy  of  the  United  States.  The 
local  agents  being  generally  more  familiar  with  the  peculiar  condi- 
tions in  this  market,  the  direction  of  such  pnwaganda  might  be  in- 
trusted to  them  either  coUedively  or  individually,  the  expense  being 
borne  ^  the  manufacturers  sin^y  or  as  a  group,  as  might  be  deemea 
most  effective  and  desirable. 

However,  the  full  fmit  of  such  an  advertising  campaign  would 
only  be  gathered  on  condition  that  it  is  duly  refwised  by  the  manu- 
facturers that  Spanish  requirements  and  tastes  mu^  be  considered 
in  building  cars  lor  sale  here.  Ri^ht-hand  drive,  a  low  chassis,  long 
hood,  obscure  body  colors,  and  the  indication  of  tire  and  wheel  mea»-' 
nrements  in  millimeters  are  among  the  features  deemed  indi^wistt- 
ble  by  Madrid  purchasers  of  motor  cars. 
Importance  of  Kadrld  Xarket 

The  excellent  system  of  boulevards  and  roads  in  and  about  this 
rapidly  growing  capital  invites  an  ever  larger  public  to  take  up  mo- 
toring; this  and  the  exceptionally  favorable  &uuicial  position  now 
occupied  by  Spain,  with  the  increased  spending  abihty  resulting 
therefrom,  make  Madrid  and  its  surrounding  IVovinces  a  market 
whose  actual  and  potential  importance  merits  close  study  and  ap- 
preciation by  our  automobile  exporters. 


STBAZT8  CONSULATE  WAHTS  TRADE  UTEBATUBB. 

Oo  March  1, 1918,  the  American  consular  agency  at  Penang,  Straits 
Settlements,  was  raised  to  the  status  of  a  consulate.  This  action, 
Consul  G.  L.  Logan  reports,  was  much  appreciated  by  tiie  business 
conununity  of  Fenang,  and  merchants  and  i^ppers  there  are  making 
active  use  of  the  trade-information  service  offered.  A^l  inquiries, 
however,  can  not  be  answered  from  data  on  file,  and  Consul  Lo^n 
is  anxious  that  additional  information  be  made  available.  He 
writes: 

American  mannfactorera,  ixaiuiierciBl  usodatloiwi,  exporters,  and  liDp<»tera 
are  requested  to  place  tbe  Peaanc  cooBulate  od  tlielr  maUlog  lists  for  trade 
literature,  caUlogues,  directories,  etc  This  office  receives  frequeot  requests  for 
flte  names  of  American  flrms  exportlDg  and  ImportloK  varions  articles,  and  Its 
limited  snpplr  of  trade  Utenitare  Is  In  constant  demand.  Tbe  maoagera  of  Im- 
portant boslnesn  bonses  ofter  call  penoDallr  for  mxtti  data,  and  In  some  In- 
stancen  tbeee  visits  result  In  direct  orders. 

Bcstreaentatlves  of  several  American  Brms  bave  visited  Fenane  recentlr. 
Uoet  of  tbem  bare  called  at  the  consulate  and  have  reported  good  business. 
Some  have  expressed  tbelr  surprise  at  tbe  volume  of  trade  done  here,  the 
poBslbnities  at  developmoit,  and  tbe  oppMtunltles  for  increasing  American  pai^ 
tidpatlon  therein. 
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BEPOAT  OB  SWEDISH  BASE.  IKSFECTOB. 


The  Swedish  bank  inspector  has  published  a  report  of  the  work 
of  the  Swedish  banks  in  1917.  Accurdine^to  this,  Sweden  owned  5d 
bunk  companies  at  the  beginning  of  1917,  14  of  which  were  joint- 
stock  companies,  31  bank- limited  companies  with  capital  stock  of 
1,000,000  crowns  or  more,  and  14  bank-limited  companies  with  a 
capital  stock  of  less  than  1,000,000  crown&  No  less  than  12  banks 
have  consolidated  with  others  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

On  (lie  other  hand,  there  are  only  a  few  new  banks,  such  as  Hal- 
lands  Landtmannabank  (Farmers'  Bank),  Varmlands  Folkbank 
(People's  Bank),  Landtmanneos  Bank,  lodustribanken,  Affars- 
banken,  and  Jamtlandsbanken.  At  the  close  of  1917  the  number  of 
banks  was,  therefore,  53.  At  the  same  time  there  were  1,050  bank 
offices,  as  against  805  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This  means  one 
bank  office  for  every  5,524  inhabitants. 

The  aggregate  capital  stock  of  the  Swedish  banks  during  1917 
increased  by  106,000,000  crowns  ($28,408,000),  or  25.5  per  cent,  and 
I  was  at  the  end  of  the  year  521,000,000  crowns  ($139,628,000) ,  tha 
reserve  funds  at  tlie  same  time  having  increased  by  91,000,oiW  crowns 
!  ($24,438,000)  to  382,000,000  crowns  ($102,376,000).  The  savings 
'  accounts  grew  during  the  year  from  $669,000,000  to  $863,000,000. 

The  aggregate  net  profits  of  the  banks  in  1917  were  $23,530,400, 
,  as  a^inst  $24,602,400  m  1916,  thus  nominally  a  decrease  of  $1,072,000, 
I  but  m  reality  this  means  much  more,  considering  that  the  capital 
I  of  the  banks  was  somewhat  less  in  1910  than  in  1917. 


SFAlHSn  BANEDTG  INSnTimOHS. 

[Consul  £t;  E.  Palmei,  Hadtid,  Aug.  S0,1 

Under  date  of  August  1,  1918,  the  president  of  the  O^anizacion 
Frotectora  de  la  Produccion  Nacional  publishes  a  treatise  entitled 
*'  La  Organizacion  Bancaria  del  Credito  Industrial,"  in  which  he  gives 
interesting  information  concerning  national  and  private  banking 
institutions  in   Spain. 

In  the  year  1772  was  founded  the  Banco  de  San  Carlos,  subsequently 
reorganized  in  1829,  with  a  capital  of  80,000,000  reales  (20,000,000 
pesetas,  equivalent  to  $3,860,000  at  normal  exchange  of  $0,193,  at 
whicli  rate  all  conversions  herein  have  been  made) ,  under  the  name  of 
Banco  Espanol  de  San  Fernando.  By  royal  decree  of  January  25, 
j  1844,  there  was  created  in  Madrid  the  Banco  de  Isabel  II,  which,  three 
years  later,  was  absorbed  by  the  Banco  Espanol  de  San  Fernando. 
IJy  a  law  of  Junuary  28,  1856,  the  name  of  Banco  de  Espana  was 
accorded  to  this  institution,  and  under  this  name  it  began  operations 
with  a  capital  of  200,000,000  pesetas  ($38,600,000).  In  1874  the 
excUisive  privilege  of  issuing  bank  notes  was  accorded  to  the  Banco 
dc  Kspana,  which  nt  the  present  time  has  a  paid-in  capital  of 
150.000,000  pesetas  ($28,950^000) . 

A  law  of  December  2,  1872,  created  in  Madrid  the  Banco  Hipo- 
tccarii'  de  Kspana,  and  by  a  royal  decree  of  August  10, 1875,  this  bank 
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was  accorded  the  exclosive  riglit  to  issue  mortgage  scrip  (cedulas 
hipotecarias) . 
IHT«te  BBBUrng  EMset. 

In  addition  to  these  two  national  Spanish  banking  institutions  the 
following  privately  organized  banking  houses  are  operating  in  Spain : 
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SU£Z  CAHAL  IRAPnC  FOR  1S17. 

[Vice  Consul  S.  Plnknej  Tuck,  ]r.,  Aleiandrla,  ErjP'.  Anj.  S.J 

Traffic  through  the  Suez  Canal  during  1917,  totaling  2^53  transits 
representing  8,SG8,918  tons,  was  32.10  per  cent  less  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  58.23  per  cent  below  the  1913  figure  (the  latest  year 
during  which  normal  conditions  prevailed),  and  consisted  of: 
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The  proportionate  tonnage  and  the  number  of  transits  by  countries 
for  1917  (data  for  the  three  previous  years  being  added  for  compari- 
son) were: 
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The  time  required  for  passing  through  the. canal  has  lengthened 
materially  since  1913.  The  average  for  that  year  was  16  hours,  10 
minutes,  which  rose  to  19  hours,  12  minutes  in  1916^and  was  18  hours, 

10  minutes  in  1917. .    . 

Eeoeipti — Increaie  In  Toll  Charges — Kalntenanoe  Work, 

Passengers  passing  through  the  Canpl  during  1917  numbered 
143,313,  against  £83,030  in  1916  and  282,235  in  1918. 

Receipts  for  1917  aggre^ted  $11,797,749  for  tonnage  dues  and 
$273,172  for  passenger  traffic.  The  increase  in  toll  charges  for  1917 
compensated  to  a  certain  degree  for  the  diminution  in  the  number  of 
transits.  The  charge  of  $0,193^  made  in  1916,  was  again  increased 
by  $0,241  per  ton  in  1917.  The  mcrease  was  put  into  effect  in  two  in- 
stallments, $0,097  on  JanuBty  1,  and  $0,144  on  July  1.  This  brought 
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the  toll  chai^  up  to  8  fnncs  60  ccTitintee,  or  $1.64,  an  increase  of 
86  per  cent  over  pre-war  tolls. 

Maintenance  vrork,  comprising  dredging  and  bank  excavation,  ag- 
gregated 2,917,104  cnbic  yards,  as  compared  with  3,373,052  cubic 
yards  in  1916.  Of  the  1917  total,  1,184,473  cubic  yards  were  dredged 
at  Port  Said,  representing  a  saving  in  dredging  in  that  harbor  of 
1,382,626  cubic  yards  over  1916.  I>redging  in  the  Canal,  on  the  other 
hand,  showed  an  increase  of  940,689  cnbic  yards.  The  lengthening 
of  the  jetty  is  solely  responsible  for  the  saving  in  dredging  at  Port 
Said. 

Improvements  continued  in  the  shape  of  the  prolonging  of  the 
western  jetty  at  Port  Said  and  the  usual  Canal  dredging.  While  the 
benefit  derived  from  the  constroction  of  the  jetty  has  become  nj^ore 
and  more  apparent  all  future  lengthening  will  be  continued  at  a 
slower  pace,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  prices  of  construction  ma- 
terials. Certain  new  quarries  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Canal  are  being 
used  to  advantage  in  this  respect. 

Three  iDridges  have  been  built  across  the  Can&l  at  Kantara,  thus 
linking  Egypt  and  Palestine  by  railway  and  road. 

rrAUAS  BAHKnra  AKALHAHATIOira. 

{W«ekl7  Bulletin,  Caiudlu  nepattment  of  Trade  a^  OBmene,  Ottan,  B^t.  18.1 

An  agreement  has  been  reached  among  the  four  leading  Italian 
banks  (Banca  Conuuerciale  Italiana,  Credito  Italiana,  Banca  Italians 
di  Sconto,  and  Banca  di  Boma),  under  the  auspices  of  the  Minister 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  formation  of  a  "  conaorBio  bancario,"  or  bank- 
ing amalgamation  for  specified  objects.  According  to  an  officifd  com- 
munication of  the  minister,  the  principal  aims  of  the  amalgamation 
are  as  follows :  (1)  The  examination  of  the  banking  terms  now  exist- 
ing; (2)  theadoptiMi  of  more  favorable  conditions  ui  connection  with 
credits  and  loans,  whether  to  private  Brms  or  for  the  financing  of 
national  undertakings;  (3)  the  opening  up  of  branch  offices  abroad; 
and  (4)  the  promoting  of  business  undertakings  in  Italy  whose  object 
is  to  exploit  foreign  markets.  It  is  understood  that  these  banks,  while 
guaranteed  absolute  independence  in  their  operations  and  in  their  re- 
spective directorates,  pledge  themselves  to  cooperate  along  the  fore- 
going lines. 

"  HADE  IK  JS.  S.  A."  HABX. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Merchants'  Asso- 
ciation of  New  York,  held  on  September  £3, 1918,  tha  ft^owing  reso- 
lution was  adopted : 

Wlterea*  we  believe  that  the  best  Interests  of  our  oonntiy  ore  Beired  when 
oil  goods  manufactured  here  cao  be  readily  tdeotlfied  at  all  times  bom  gooda 
loanuhictnred  elsewhere ;  and 

Whereiu  we  believe  that  the  Identtflcatton  of  the  oonntrx  of  orlglD  of  anj- 
goods  is  facilitated  by  the  ok  of  a  ain^  deatgitatlan  of  origin;  and 

Whereat  we  b^ere  that  die  deBlgnattoD  "  Uode  In  U.  S.  A.,"  In  plain  type 
form,  is  the  best  dwoub  of  IdeatlflcatloB  of  gooda  manufactured  In  the  United 
States  of  America ;  Therefore  be  It 

Resolved,  That  the  Uerchanta'  Association  of  New  York  recommends  that 
the  designation  "Hade  In  D.  S.  A.,"  In  plain  tTpe  form,  be  ased  br  all  of  Its 
members  on  all  goods  manafactored  by  them  Id  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  tbat  the  use  of  all  other  mirk'ng^  to  identify  the  country  of  origin  of  sacli 
goods  be  dlscontinned. 
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JAPANESE  ABHOBMAX  HONET-HABEET  COimiTIOira. 

[Consul  General  George  n.  Spldmare,  Tokobamt.) 

In  two  recent  issues  the  Japanese  Chronicle  reviewed  the  abnormal 
conditions  that  now  prevail  in  the  Japanese  money  market,  on  August 
0  discussing  tlie  high  interest  rates  on  both  loans  and  deposits,  and  on 
August  17  the  inflation  of  Japanese  currency.  "With  regard  to  in- 
ttrest  rates  the  Chronicle  says : 

It  win  bnve  be«n  observed  tliat  the  Governmrat  bas  allowod  oomparativelr 
liandsoue  Interest  for  national  bonds  Issued  Id  recent  months,  the  latest  Issue  of 
Exi'hequer  bonds  bearing  a  net  interest  of  C.28  per  cent.  This  is  apparently  in 
contradiction  of  the  fact  that  since  April  last  there  has  been  a  noticeable  increase 
In  deposits  at  the  banks;  for,  if  money  in  easy,  there  would  appear  to  be  do  need 
for  the  (lovernment  to  allow  hanilRome  interest  on  tts  bond  Issue.  The  fact  is, 
^owcve^,  that  the  increase  In  deposits  does  not  reflect  the  easiness  of  the  money 
mtirliet,  but  Is  due  to  certain  artlflclal  faclors.  Another  indlcutlon  of  the  abnor- 
mol  condition  of  the  money  marliet  Is  the  absence  of  proportion  between  Interest 
on  loans  and  on  deposits ;  loan  Interest  Is  conipanitlvely  low,  and  interest  on 
deposits  high.  It  itoes  wllhoiit  saying  tliat  If  Interest  on  loans  Is  high.  Interest 
on  deposits  should  be  proportionately  high,  but  sucb  is  not  tlie  case  at  present 
In  this  country. 
Faotors  Betponsible  fot  Present  State  of  Affairs. 

It  may  be  pertinent  to  consider  what  factors  are  responsible  for  this  ab- 
normal coDdltlon.  It  seems  that  there  are  peculiar  conditions  responsible  an 
regards  both  loans  and  deposits.  The  Bank  of  Japan  rate  was  last  revised 
In  tliG  spring  of  1017.  when  the  money  market  was  unusually  weak.  Since  then 
the  rate  has  been  left  unchnngeil  in  spite  of  the  fart  that  llie  money  market 
has  become  tighter.  On  the  other  hand  there  Is  increased  competition  to  absorb 
deposits,  the  result  being  an  advance  In  interest  on  deposits.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  Interest  of  6.5  to  7  per  cent  la  allowed  on  Used  depoalta,  while  the  discount 
rate  for  ordinary  bills  la  6.02  per  cent.  In  ordinary  circumstances  Just  the 
reverse  must  be  the  case,  the  discount  rate  being  usually  higher  than  the  In- 
terest on  fixed  deposits. 

Apart  from  the  natural  reason  that  the  banlts  wish  to  have  large  deports,  the 
amount  of  which  Is  taken  as  a  sort  of  measure  of  their  credit,  there  seem  to  be 
special  reasons  for  the  keen  competition  for  the  absorption  of  deposits.  In 
view  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  military  outlook  the  banks  feel  It  necessary 
to  have  on  hand  comparatively  large  reserve  funds.  At  the  same  time  they 
have  a  very  favorable  Investment  of  Idle  money  In  advancing  call  money  to  the 
exchange  banks,  which  stand  In  greater  need  of  funds  owing  to  the  large  num- 
ber of  export  drafts  couple^I  with  a  scarcity  of  Import  drafts.  Another  reason 
Is  the  appearance  of  new  banks  and  the  establishment  of  new  branches  of  ex- 
isting banks.  As  the  result  of  the  general  eagerness  to  absorb  deposits  as  much 
as  i>oss1ble  It  Is  said  that  the  bankers,  or  at  least  some  of  them.  Ilud  themselves 
compelled  to  submit  to  the  wishes  of  tbelr  customers;  in  other  words,  some 
bankers  are  virtually  controlled  by  business  men,  instead  of  themselves  exer- 
cising a  controlling  Influence  upon  trade  and  industry  by  virtue  of  their  Snanclal 
power. 

OBlclal  Statement  Kegardtng  Inflation.  ' 

On  the  subject  of  the  inflation  of  the  currency  the  Clironicle  quotes 

an  official  statement  of  the  Finance  Department,  which  describes  the 

measures  taken  by  the  Government  toward  neutralizing  tliis  inflation : 

What  with  Industrial  and  commercial  prosperity  at  home  and  Increased 
forelcii  trade,  currency  has  been  increasing  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  In 
1014  the  average  amount  of  currency  In  circulation  was  522.000,000  ven  (f280,- 
217,000).  but  this  Increased  to  no  less  than  906,000,000  yen  ((481,151.000)  In 
the  Itrst  half  of  this  year.  Tills  InRation  of  currency  Is  a  natural  result  of  the 
Increasetl  economic  activity  of  the  country,  and  any  attentpt  to  check  it  undnly 
is  liable  to  produce  unfavorable  consequences.  On  the  other  band,  however, 
luHution  of  currency  Is  calealiited  to  cause  various  undesirable  results.  The 
UoverDinent  has  accordingly  endeavored  to  neotralize  the  inflatloD  of  currenc]' 
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vltbin  limits  conMstent  with  the  unhampered  develc^ment  of  forel^  trade 
and  domestic  trade  and  Indostry.  The  principal  measures  taken  In  tlila  direc- 
tion are: 

Tor  the  doable  purpose  of  meetlag  TarlotiB  flnanclal  and  economic  require- 
mentH  and  of  neutraUzlttg  the  inflation  of  currency  the  Government  has  Issued 
natlooal  bonds  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  total  Issne  amounting  to 
about  430,000,000  yen  ($214,355,000).  Furtlter.  wltb  the  object  of  supplying 
exchange  banks  with  necessary  working  funds  without  causing  a  further  Infla- 
tion of  currency  the  GoTernment  has  now  issued  extraordinary  exchequer  tionds 
for  100,000.000  yen   ($^.850,000). 

Ttie  bonds  issued  in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  giving  flnanclal  assistance 
to  the  AlUes  amonnt  to  678,000,000  yen  ($288,133,000),  while  the  amount  of 
Allied  bonds  bought  is  140.000,000  yen  ($66,700,000). 

The  government  has  redeemed  foreign  loans  for  about  200,000,000  yen  ($89,- 
700,000)   by  utilizing  the  Increased  specie  holdings  abroad.     Investments  In 
China  amount  to  159,000,000  yen  ($79,261,800),  whUe  6,000,000  yen  ($2,991,000) 
has  been  Invested  elsewhere. 
Qovenimeiit  Pnrchaieg  of  Specie. 

The  government  has  bought  specie  from  exchange  banks  as  much  as  possibly 
t&e  total  purchases  amonntlag  to  1,047,000,000  yen  ($521,929,500).  This  is  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  funds  to  exchange  banKs  without  causing  inflation  of 
currency ;  for  if  the  government  does  not  buy  the  spede  the  Bank  of  Japan  wlU 
have  to  tie  drawn  upon,  leading  to  the  Increased  Issue  of  Its  notes.  If  the  gov- 
ernment bad  not  taken  that  step  the  exchange  rate  would  have  advanced  to  a 
greater  extent  than  has  been  the  case,  thereby  Interfering  with  the  development 
of  foreign  trade. 

For  the  same  reason  as  mentioned  above  exchange  banks  absorbed  cbH  money 
to  the  extent  of  100,000,000  to  200,000,000  yen  ($49,850,000  to  $99,700,000). 

Increased  wages  are  also  a  cause  of  the  Inflation  of  currency,  and  the  govern- 
ment has  tried  various  means  to  encourage  saving.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  deposits 
at  the  postal  savings  banks  show  an  Increase  of  about  300,000,000  yen  ($149,- 
550,000)  over  the  flgure  reached  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  The  govern- 
ment contemplates  making  a  further  Issue  of  Hypothec  debentures  of  small 
denomination  at  a  favorable  opportunity  In  the  near  future  in  order  to  absorb 
nnall  amounts  of  surplus  money. 

The  official  statement  concludes  by  sa3nng  that  the  government  is 
fully  prepared  to  take  all  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  evil 
results  of  OTerinflation  of  currency. 


SOUTH  ATTSTRAZJAir  LEATHEB  IKItTISTBY. 

(Howard  A.  Treat,  aeerctary  to  camiiiprclal  attach^  UclbaurDe,  Aug.  3.] 

At  a  hearing  before  the  Interstate  Commission  on  July  31  the 
president  of  the  Tanners'  Association  made  the  sta-teioent  that  al- 
though his  association  represents  about  60  per  cent  of  the  production 
of  leather  in  South  Australia,  it  does  not  cooperate  to  regulate  prices 
and  competition  between  the  members  is  keen  and  unrestricted. 

The  use  of  machinery  has  not  been  introduced  into  South  Australia. 
It  has  been  possible  to  get  wattle  bark  cheaper  in  South  Australia 
than  in  the  other  States,  but  Uie  chief  difficulty  is  the  shortage  of 
hides.  The  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  leather  is  causing  the 
president  of  the  Tanners'  Association  to  carry  more  than  £20,000 
worth  of  hides.  There  is  a  congestion  of  leather  in  South  Australia, 
to  the  extent  of  about  £75^00  worth,  the  great  bulk  of  which  is  sole 
leather.  The  present  price  of  Is.  9d.  is  n<rt;  so  satisfactory  as  the 
1914  price,  but  this  would  be  acceptable  if  there  were  some  way  of 
disposing  of  the  surplus  leather  now  on  hand.  The  president  also 
said  that  unless  some  relief  in  the  way  of  shipping  were  obtained 
he  was  seriously  considering  closing  down  his  plant. 
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FOEEION  TRADE  OPPOBTUHITXES. 

Bewrrpd  addrriiBe*  iorj  b?  obta!ni^  from  the  Bareaa  anS  Iti  dlitrlpt  anil  c«Aprraa 
live  onrm.  Ki-qurHt  tor  rndi  npportunity  ibould  be  on  s  sepBrate  sbeel  and  ntkte 
opportnnllr  Baraber.  Tbe  Burcnn  does  not  rumish  credit  nttDgs  or  amitie 
n'HponBlumij'  UH  lo  the  utanains  of  torpljin  Inquire™ ;  the  usual  precautlong  ahonld  ba 
toh^n  In  «ll  casi-a.  Sjmlmli ;  •  Keported  by  American  consular  otllwrs ;  t  Kcported  by 
commercial  allachAi  aod  commercial  asecta ;  1  UlrecC  iDqulrlea  recclTed  by  the  Bureau. 
In  cOBildrrlBB  tk»  follnnlnc  "  vppoFtnBltIra  "  apertKl  rrjcBrd  alioBld  b« 

k«d  to  (ke  iBfrs  Bad  revBiBttvBa  soTarBlns  export  Ueeaiwa  Bad  tradlBV 

irllh  tile  eacnij'. 

UacblDPiT  aod  mecbanlcal  lappllea 2T620 
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2T520.> — A  Belgian  flrni  la  France  wislies  to  represent  Auierlcao  maniifa'^turers 
tuid  ex|M>t'ters  of  complete  seti  of  tools  fur  alt  trades.  uiecUanlcal  And 
electrical  tools,  mncbine  tools,  meclianlcal  supitlies.  Iiolstliif;  apparatus. 
flttlnga  for  factorle.-i,  scales,  ugriculturul  niocliinerj  and  furmiiig  tools, 
sprayers,  trelllsworlc  and  barbed  wire,  wiilerproof  iimterlal,  building  luird- 
v'ure.  Iron  and  copper,  contractors'  equipiuent,  artldes  for  locksuiitlia' 
trade,  furulture,  copiterwures,  locks  and  bolts,  upholsterers'  supplies, 
household  articles,  cutlery,  kitchen  ware,  supplies  for  hotels  and  restau- 
rants, niters,  wooden  articles,  tinware,  brushes,  washing  machines,  laun- 
dries, beds,  cast-Iron  ovens,  and  a  large  assortment  of  kitchen  stovea. 
The  firm  has  large  warehouses  and  wishes  to  keep  a  large  stock  of  goods 
on  hand.  These  goods  are  especially  desired  for  the  Belsluo  atter-tlie-wap 
trade.    Correspondence  sliould  be  In  French, 

27521.1 — An  Australian  flmi  of  Importers  and  tuanufnctiirers'  agents  wishes  to 
be  placed  In  communication  with  American  manufacturers  desiring  e(ti- 
cient  representiilitlon  throughout  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  A  repre- 
sentative of  the  firm  wilt  be  in  the  United  States  from  Inte  September 
onward  and  will  arrange  Interviews  with  Interested  parties.    Reference. 

27322." — The  manager  of  the  mantel  department  of  a  wholesale  hoaie  In  Aus- 
tralia who  la  nt  present  In  the  United  States  desires  to  purdinse  women "s 
outsUle  wearing  apparel,  furs,  and  ninterlal  for  making  garments  for 
women.    He  is  willing' to  arrange  interviews  with  Interested  firms. 

2Tr>23.} — A  firm  In  Dutch  Guiana  wlsbes  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of 
eunniel  ware,  ready-made  clothing  for  tuen,  white  goods,  biscuits  and 
crackers,  rice,  butter,  lunl.  margarine,  glass  tumblers,  ribbons,  wines, 
neckwear,  cottonseed  and  linseed  oil,  cod-liver  oil,  Portland  cement,  leather 
of  all  kinds  for  boots  and  shoes,  tullow  and  greese.  lubricating  oil.  beer 
and  stout,  perfumes  and  soaps,  leaf  tobacco,  white  and  red  lead,  hardwore, 
fancy  goods,  pianos,  zinc  oxide,  turpentine,  tar  and  pitch,  hosler.v,  etc. 
Tliese  goods  are  desired  for  the  markets  of  Surinam  and  British  and 
French  Guiana.    Keferences. 

27r)24.* — A  firm  In  Ceylon  Is  In  the  mnrltet  (or  paper,  ns  follows:  Fourteen 
pounds  to  ream  <4S0),  I  ton;  IQ  pounds  to  ream  <4tj0l.  1  too;  18  pounds  to 
ream  (480),  1  ton;  Ibis  auiount  to  be  divided  in  two  shipments;  5  tons  of 
foolscap;  and  18  nnd  2t)  iKiunds  to  ream  (480),  1  ton.  The  firm  also  wishes 
to  receive  catalogues  of  pencils  nnd  stationers'  supplies.  Payment  wilt  t>e 
made  by  cash  against  documents  nt  local  bank,  hnt  If  desired  pnrt  payment 
will  be  made  upon  shipment  of  goods  from  United  States  port.  Quotations 
may  be  made  f.  o.  b.  American  port    Eeference, 

27ri2ri.* — An  agency  Is  desiretl  by  a  firm  In  Australia  for  the  sale  of  cotton  and 
woolen  goods,  liosiery,  etc.,  and  alt  gootls  perluiulug  to  tlie  soft-goods  trade. 
References. 
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TAHFICO  OIL  EXPOKTS  FOB  AUGUST.. 

tVlce  Consul  DIgby  A.  WillsoD,  Tamplco,  Mexico,  Sept.  10.] 

Declared  expoits  of  cnide  oil  and  petroleum  products  from  the 
district  to  the  United  States  in  August,  1918,  amounted  to  3,880,792 
barrels.  The  movement  from  Tampico  was  2,816,644  barrels:  from 
Tuxpam,  523,640  barrels;  and  from  the  n.ew  port  of  Port  Lobos, 
649,508  barrels. 

Shipments  to  points  other  than  the  United  States  during  the  same 
n«riod  wcic  reported  as  944,108  barrels.  The  movement  fi-om  Tam- 
Pico  was  608,703  barrels  and  from  Tuxpam  335,465  barrels.  The 
gi-o'is  sliipments  therefore  readied  a  total  of  4,833.960  barrels  or  a 
greater  amount  tlian  any  previous  month  during  the  year  of  1918. 

Tampico  shipments  included  refined  products  as  follows:  Reducc-d 
crude,  855,000  barrels;  distillate,  168,000  barrels;  topped  crude, 
118,000  barrels;  gasoline,  44  barrels;  and  naphtha,  45,000  barrels. 

Distribution  of  oil  shipments  by  destination  during  the  period 
specified  is  as  follows : 
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SOUIE  AUSTBALUN  VIBTAGE. 

[rioward  A.  Treat,  Bccretary  to  commerclol  al(ocb#,  Mclboui'Df,  Avistralla,  Aug.  17.] 
The  Government  sfntistician  of  South  Australia  reports  the  total 
quantity  of  wine  made  this  Keason  as  5,322,160  gallons,  an  increa;^e  of 
2,371,118  gallons,  or  80.35  per  cent,  over  last  season's  production. 
The  largest  previous  vintage  was  3,974,838  gallons  in  1913.  Tluj 
estimated  value  of  this  year's  wine  is  $2,510)740. 

78928'— 18  -  'Ui^1<^lc 
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DEVEIOFHEirr  OF  BUTCH  SHIFPINO  STmZNO  THE  WAB. 

[Consul  Fraok  W.  MablD,  AmatenlKm,  Aug.  ».] 

Notwiflislaiiding  the  losses  due  to  iiiinus  and  German  submarines, 


th(!  Dutch  merchant  murine  has  actually  increased  its  number  of  ships 
and  greatly  strengthened  its  financial  position  since  the  war  began, 
according  to  a  compilation  of  reports  of  steamship  companies  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1917,  which  appeared  in  a  local  trade 
periodical.  This  journal  gave  the  status  of  the  principal  companies, 
which  operate  nine-tenths  or  more  of  the  Dutch  shipping,  at  the  end 
of  1013  and  1917  as: 
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[At  normal  exchange  the  florin  is  worth  $0,402  United  States 
currency.] 

The  ships  lost  by  war  causes  were  replaced  almost  entirely  by 
Dutch  shipyards,  as  it  was  practically  impossible  to  obtain  ships 
from  foreign  countries. 


SHOETAaE  OP  SHIPFINO  SPACE  FOR  NEW  ZEALAND  FROSVCTa 

[Consul  General  Altred  A.  Wlnslow.  Auckland,  July  22.] 

The  outlook  for  shipping  space  to  get  perishable  products  away 
from  New  Zealand  is  not  satisfactory,  and  it  is  interfering  (juite 
materially  with  business  in  general.  If  these  conditions  continue 
manv  montlis  longer  heavy  Losses  will  bo  sustained  on  the  part  of  the 
procfucers  of  fresh  meat,  butter,  cheese,  etc. 

At  present  it  is  estimated  that  the  accumulation  of  produce  in  store 
and  awaiting  shipment  in  New  Zealand  is  valued  at  $122,044,034, 
listed  under  the  following  heads : 


Froducts. 

QuimUt;. 

ValLS. 

rrodutla. 

Quantity. 

Valu.. 

arawwool b»ler.. 

*7S,J00 
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45,000 
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M,379,M0 

ToUl 

There  are  also  large  quantities  of  pelts,  hides,  dried  milk,  leather, 
honey,  gum,  and  general  cargo  awaiting  shipment,  the  value  of 
which  is  not  given,  but  should  amount  to  $0,000,000  or  $8,000,000  at 
least. 

The  warehouses  and  freezing  plants  arc  crowded,  and  the  dairy 
season  begins  at  the  end  of  Augu:=t.  Sheep  shearing  will  begin  in 
October  and  the  slaughtering  season  about  the  1st  of  December. 
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WAS  TAX  OK  ABTICLES  SOLD  IN  VOBSIQH  COHHEBCE. 

The  tax  levied  by  section  600  and  by  the  analogous  sections  of  the 
Tv-ar-revenUG  act  of  October  3,  1917  (40  Stat.,  316  et  seq.)  upon  ar- 
ticles sold  by  a  manufacturer,  producer,  or  importer,  does  not  apply 
to  sales  in  foreign  commerce  by  a  manufacturer,  producer,  or  im- 
porter located  in  one  of  the  several  States  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  an  opinion  rendered  by  Attorney  General  Gregory  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  follows : 

Drpartubut  of  JuancK, 

June  5,  IS18. 

Sir:  I  liove  the  honor  to  aflcnowletlKe  your  letter  of  April  11  requesMng  niy 
opinltn  ae  to  whetlier  the  toT  Imposed  by  acctlon  600  of  the  war-revenue  act  of 
Octnlier  3,  1017  (40  Slut.,  30:).  310),  and  by  otlier  sections  of  tliat  act  upon 
articles  soM  hy  B  man u fact urer,  producer,  or  Importer,  applies  to  sales  Id 
forelcii  ooiiiniercp  hy  ii  nii'tiur-cturer.  producer,  or  Importer  located  in  one  o(  the 
severjil  States  of  the  Dnited  States. 

You  slate  that  while  the  subject  matter  of  your  Inquiry  U  general,  the  foUow- 
tnc  portion  of  section  GOO  Is  typical  of  the  entire  class  of  taxes  to  wblch  you 

"Tlint  there  sbnll  he  levied,  assessed,  collected,  and  paid — 

"(<i)  Upon  all  nutomohlles.  automobile  trucks,  automobile  wagons,  aad 
motorcycles  sold  by  the  manufacturer,  producer,  or  Importer  a  tax  equivalent  to 
three  iier  centum  of  the  price  for  which  so  sold." 

Ton  further  state,  as  to  the  method  of  business  in  the  articles  covered  by 
section  600,  that — 

"Automobiles  or  other  articles  may  normally  be  sold  In  foreign  commerce  in 
several  ways:  (1)  Articles  may  be  shipped  by  the  manufacturer  to  an  agent  In 
n  foi-elEU  country  and  nfter  reaching  there  may  he  sold  by  the  agent;  (2)  ar- 
ticles may  be  shipped  by  the  manufacturer  to  a  torclgn  purchaser  to  fill  orilera 
acce)>te<l  by  an  agent  In  a  foreign  country;  (3)  articles  may  be  shlp|M?d  by  tbe 
manufacturer  to  a  forelfin  purchaser  to  till  orders  rec-elveil  by  the  manufacturer 
In  the  United  Statea;  (4>  articles  may  be  ahtpped  by  tbe  manufacturer  to  a 
foreign  purchaser  to  fill  orders  solicited  by  mail  and  received  by  mall  from  a 
foreign  purchaser." 

Von  then  stale  the  precise  question  submitted  to  me,  as  follows: 

"  Wlicther  the  tiis  Imposed  by  section  GOO  of  the  act  of  October  3,  1917, 
applies  to  the  articles  Bpeclfled  therein  when  sold  in  foreign  commerce  by  any 
of  the  metlioda  alHive  outlined  by  a  manufacturer,  producer,  or  Importer  located 
In  a  State  of  the  Unlteil  Stales." 

In  my  Judjnnent  It  does  not 

In  my  opinion  to  you  of  March  12  last  I  held  that  section  ROO  of  the  act  of 
October  8,  1917.  levying  a  tax  upon  the  transportation  of  property  from  otie 
point  in  the  United  Statea  to  another  should  not  be  Iteld  applicable  to  property 
In  the  course  of  transportation  to  foreign  countries,  because  such  a  construction 
would  cause  grave  donlit  as  to  the  validity  of  that  portion  of  the  act,  in  view  ot 
tbe  constitutional  prohibition  against  a  tax  ui^ton  articles  esimrted  from  any 
State. 

Since  that  opinion  was  rendered  the  Supreme  Court,  In  the  case  of  Peck  v. 
Lowe,  decided,  May  20  last,  has  announced  at  length  the  principles  governiog 
this  subject  so  as  to  leave  nothing  except  their  Intelligent  nppllciitlon. 

In  the  case  referre<l  to  the  court,  having  before  it  the  unlimited  power  of 
Congress  to  lay  taxes  on  tlie  one  hand  and  the  constitutional  prohibition  that 
no  tax  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State  on  the  other,  stated 
that  tlie  amendment  prohibiting  a  tax  on  articles  gxported^ — 

"Excepts  from  the  range  of  that  power  articles  tn  course  of  exportation, 
•  ■  *  the  act  or  occupation  of  exporting  •  ■  *,  bills  of  lading  for 
articles  being  exported  "  *  *,  charter  parties  for  the  carriage  of  carjroes 
from  State  to  foreign  ports  •  •  •.  and  policies  of  marine  Insurance  on 
articles  being  exjiorted  •  •  •.  In  short,  the  court  has  interpreted  the 
clause  as  meaning  that  exportation  must  be  free  from  taxation,  and  therefore 
as  requiring  '  not  simply  an  oniia.slon  of  a  tax  upon  the  articles  exported  but 
also  a  freedom  from  any  tax  which  directly  burdens  the  exportation.'" 
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The  court  then  anDonnccd  as  a  general  principle  governing  the  vaUillty  of  a 
tax  claimed  to  be  on  articles  esporlett  that — 

"  Tiie  true  test  of  Its  validity  Is  whetljer  it  '  so  directly  and  closely '  bears  on 
the  '  process  of  exporting '  os  to  be  in  substance  n  tos  on  the  esiM)rtiitiou." 

FliDilly.  in  deiildlnt:  tlmt  a  tax  on  the  net  Income  of  an  exporter  wus  not  a  tax 
on  the  articles  exported  by  hliu,  the  court,  explaining  the  extent  to  which  It  was 
prepiire<i  to  so,  stateil  Uiat  sueb  a  tax  upon  (lie  net  income  of  the  iniUvlilual 
ensuRed  in  Ihe  huslness  of  exportinR  was  not  o  tax  "on  anything  which  In- 
herently or  by  the  usages  of  commerce  Is  embraced  lu  exjxirtatlou  or  any  of  Its 
processes." 

The  Inference  necessarily  and  jxistty  Is  that  a  tax  upon  anything  which  In- 
herently or  by  the  usages  of  commerce  Is  embraced  In  exjiortatlnn  or  any  of  Its 
privvpses  la  a  tax  upon  "  articles  exported  "  wlllUn  the  moaning  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  tax  levied  hy  section  GOO  of  tlie  act  of  October  3,  1017,  and  by  the  analo- 
gous sections  is  clearly  one  on  sales,  aud  it  Is  measured  hy  the  price  for  which 
the  article  is  Kohl.  If,  therefore,  this  lax  be  lielU  to  apply  to  Rales  In  foreign 
commerce,  its  inchlcnec  will  bo  directly  upon  n  process  Inherently  embraced  In 
exportation  to  as  full  an  extent  as  a  tax  on  freiglits,  on  the  charter  party,  or  on 
the  policy  of  insurance. 

The  subject  matter  of  your  question  Is  therefore  governed  by  my  opinion  to 
you  of  March  12  last,  confirmed  by  the  principles  stated  by  the  Supreme  Court 
in  Peck  r.  Lowe. 
Itespectfully, 

T.  W.  GsEoonr, 

To   THB  SECKCrABV  OF   THE  TBEAStHtY. 

GREEK  CUKRAHT-CROP  FORECAST. 

[Vice  Consul  C.  W.  Simpson.  Pntrae,  July  S6.] 

Reports  from  the  field  indicate  that  the  coming  cwrrant  crop  will 
be  a  very  satisfactory  one.  Despite  the  fact  that  there  have  been 
heavy  storms  and  that  a  part  of  the  crop  was  damaged,  estimates 
indicate  that  tlie  outturn  will  equal  last  year's  yield.  Owing  to  the 
large  supply  of  sulphur  and  copper  sulphate  available,  the  damage  ' 
done  to  the  vines  by  peronospora  and  oidium  has  been  extremely 
small. 

Conservative  estimates  made  by  local  interests  place  the  total  pros- 
pective crop  of  dried  currants  at  140,000  tons.  It  is  also  estimated 
that  there  arc  now  on  hand  from  last  year  old  stocks  amounting  to 
some  40,000  tons,  all  in  good  condition.  This  gives  a  total  of  180,000 
tons  available  for  foreign  markets.  Altliough  very  uncertain,  it  is 
anticipated  the  legal  retention  will  be  in  cash,  leaving  the  entire  crop 
for  export. 

The  market  at  first  was  high  and  unsteady,  but  lately  it  has  been 
easy  and  lower.  Amalias  are  quoted  at  $uo  per  1,000  pounds,  Patras 
at  $62,  and  Vostizza  at  ifcOG." 

EXTENSION  OF  PORTUOVESE-AMERICAN  TRADE. 

American  Minister  Thomas  H,  Birch,  stationed  at  Lisbon,  reports 
that  many  large  Portuguese  firms  are  sending  representatives  to  the 
United  States  to  arrange,  in  addition  to  present  business,  connections 
for  after  the  war.  "Tho  Portuguese  people  at  heart  are  with  us," 
Minister  Birch  writes,  "and  if  we  give  the  commercial  situation  our 
special  and  careful  attention,  I  am  confident  it  can  be  developed  won- 
derfully, and,  for  the  future,  wc  sh'ill  be  assured  of  our  full  share  of 
trade." 
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BSKOTAL  OF  MSAT  BESTKICnONS  IS  ALOERU. 

IConsuI  Arthur  C.  Froat,  Algiers,  Ang.  14.] 

In  conformity  with  the  French  decree  whicli  removed  the  re- 
strictions on  the.  sale  and  consumption  of  meat  in  France,  the  gov- 
ernor general  of  Algeria,  by  a  decree  dated  July  30,  1918,  removed 
the  similar  restrictions  in  Algeria  prohibiting  the  sale  or  meat  on 
Wednesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Fridays  of  each  week,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  tlio.se  on  beef  and  veal,  the  sale  of  which  is  still  forbidden  on 
the  three  days  mentioned. 

By  a  previous  decree  of  the  governor  general,  dated  June  22,  1918, 
the  sale  of  mutton  had  been  authorized  on  the  meatless  days.  This 
action  was  taken  because  of  the  surplus  of  sheep  ready  for  shipment 
to  France,  which  could  not  be  exported  for  lack  of  tonnage.  Up  to 
July  ■2'i.  1918,  Alccria  had  exported  only  about  one-half  the  number 
of  sheep  which  had  been  shipped  to  Franca  last  vdt  during  the 
same  period,  and  there  was  an  excess  of  sheep  on  tfie  market  which 
sold  at  a  price  notably  inferior  to  that  of  beef  cattle. 

On  the  other  hand,  thcie  have  been  reestablished  the  restrictions 
on  the  sale  and  consumption  of  certain  food  products  (hard  cheese, 
soft  cheese,  curdled  or  sour  milk,  and  condensed  milk),  which  had 
been  put  in  force  by  decrees  of  March  15  and  April  16,  1918,  and 
which  had  been  temporarily  suspended  during  the  continuance  of 
the  meatless  days. 

AUSTAALIAlir  aOVEBNUENT  ACQUIBES  OPTION  ON  IKON  MUTE. 

[Howard  A.  Trmt,  srcr^tarr  to  commercial  attache,  U^lboDrne.} 
The  Australian  Government  has  decided  to  acquire  for  i3,000 
,  ($14,000)  an  option  for  12  months  on  the  properties  and  right";  of  the 
Blytne  River  Iron  Mines  (Ltd.),  Tasmania.  The  Government  geolo- 
gist of  Tasmania  stated  in  1903  that  the  Blythe  River  ore  was  of  a 
very  desirable  purity  and  was  sufficient  to  supply  the  requirements 
of  the  iron  manufacturers  for  many  years.  It  was  astimatcd  that 
from  the  water  level  upward  the  deposit  contained  17,000,000  to 
23,000,000  tons  of  marketable  ore.  Further  testimonies  to  the  high 
quality  of  the  ore  have  also  been  made  from  time  to  time,  it  having 
been  stated  to  be,  according  to  the  analysis  of  the  Tasmanian  (Jov- 
ernment  analyst  in  1904,  one  of  the  finest  and  purest  in  the  world. 


RUSSIAN  FOREIGN  TRADE  AFTER  THE  WAR. 

[Abstract  ot  srtlclp  In  rctroRrad  Trade  and  0>mniercp  Oaicttc.  Jane  8 ;  trnosmlttcd  by 
ComoKirclal  AgiDt  NormBD  L.  AndcraoD,  SMekbolm.  Svedf^n.] 

Conditions  after  the  war  will  be  very  different  from  those  that 
existed  before^  and  it  will  be  necessary-  to  change  from  the  former 
private  organization  of  foreign  trade  to  one  controlled  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. "Whereas  formerly  the  exports  were  made  up  mainly  of 
agricultural  and  raw  materials,  it  should  be  the  object  of  the  future 
economic  program  to  develop  an  export  business  in  manufactured 
articles,  ther^iy  raising  the  value  of  the  same  quantity  exported. 
The  author  points  out  that  a  great  field  for  this  change  is  in  the 
exportation  of  meat  and  dairy  products  in  preference  to  grains, 
ivhich  are  used  abroad  partly  for  raising  meat  animals. 
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FOBUOSAN  FROSUCIION  OF  BAHIE  FIBER. 

[Consul  Mm  O.  KlrJussotT,  Taihokti,  Autf.  12.1 

Tlio  manager  of  one  of  tlie  exporting  firms  in  Tniliokii  places  Tai- 
wan's annualproduction  of  ramie  at  2,500,000  kin  {Z.S0G.02iy  pounds), 
In  1917,  207,000  kin  (853.180  pounds)  were  expodtd.to  Japan  and 
about  2,000,000  kin  (2,645,540  pounds)  to  Cliina  and  Honirkone. 
-Kaniie  is  grown  "pretty  generally  throughout  the  whole  island,  but 
the  varieties  produced  in  the  Giran  and  Sbinchiku  districts  are  con- 
sidered the  best,  and  of  these  the  so-called  Girnn  variety  is  the  better 
in  quality.  There  are  two  harvests  of  the  fiber  a  year,  tlie  first  cur- 
ing occurring  in  May  and  the  second  in  August. 

From  20,000  to  30,000  Idn  (roughly,  26,450  to  39,700  pounds)  can 
be  purchased  at  short  notice,  and  now  that  the  new  crop  is  harvested, 
offers  of  quantities  up  to  00,000  kin  (7,450  pounds)  may  be  obtained. 
The  present  price,  f.  o.  b.  Keelung,  of  Giran  quality  is  34,50  yen  per 
100  tin,  or  at  the  prevailing  rate  of  exchange,  about  $13.56  per  100 
pounds;  while  Shinchiku  "A"  quality  may  be  purchased  at  31  yen 
per  100  kin  (about  $12.19  per  100  pounds). 

The  producers  of  ramie  do  not  export  direct,  but  the  fiber  may  be 
obtained  through  two  Taihoku  firms  whose  addresses  are  on  file  in  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  district  and  co- 
operative offices.  [These  addresses  may  be  had  upon  application; 
refer  to  file  \o.  106041.] 


BEQVISITION  OF  LEAF  TOBACCO  15  AIGEBIA. 

[CddbuI  ArfhUF  C.  Froat,  Algk'rR,  Aug.  15.] 

In  order  to  insure  a  supply  of  smoking  tobacco  for  the  French  and 
Allied  armies  the  Quartermaster  General  of  the  military  forces  in 
Algeria  is  about  to  proceed  to  the  requisition  of  a  portion  of  the  1918 
crop  of  leaf  tobacco.  All  planters  of  smoking  tobacco  will  be  re- 
quired to  deliver  to  the  authorities  CO  per  cent  of  their  harvests. 

By  a  decree  dat«d  July  22, 1918,  the  Governor  General  has  fixed  the 
price  of  requisition  at  40  francs  per  100  kilos  ($3.50  per  100  pounds 
at  normal  exchange)  above  the  rates  adopted  for  the  crop  of  1917. 
The  range  of  prices  for  this  year's  crop  is  100, 120,  140, 160,  and  190 
francs  per  100  kilos  (equivalent,  respectively,  to  $8.75,  $10.50,  $12.26, 
$14.01,  and  $16.63  per  100  pounds  at  normal  exchange),  according  to 
kind  and  quality.  A  premium  of  20  francs  per  100  kilos  ($1.75  per 
100  pounds)  will  be  added  to  the  price  of  the  three  highest  grades 
{the  140,  100,  and  190  franc  grades)  for  choice  lots. 


STATISTICS  RECENTLY  COMPILED  BY  THE  BUREAtT. 

The  subjects  covered  in  recent  statistics  compiled  by  the  Research 
Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  arc  as 
follows:  Exports  of  cork  (rough,  rasped,  or  in  planks)  from  France 
for  the  years  1913  and  1914;  exports  of  cork  (origin,  wastes  of, 
rough,  in  regular  planks,  in  balls,  and  manufactures  of)  from  Alge- 
ria during  1913, 1914,  and  1015;  exports' of  woolen  and  worsted  car- 
Sets  and  carpet  rugs,  of  domestic  manufacture,  from  the  United 
'ingdom  in  1913:  and  imports  of  rosin  into  Chile  during  1914  and 
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CONSERVATION  OF  CEBTAIN  WAB  HATEBIAI5. 

B.  M.  Baruch,  chairman  of  the  War  Industries  Board,  authorizes 
the  following : 

The  steady  development  of  plans  of  the  War  Industries  Board  for 
the  conservation  of  material,  labor,  fuel,  transportation,  and  other 
essential  elements  to  the  end  that  the  maximum  resources  and  energy 
of  this  country  shall  be  put  forth  in  the  winning  of  the  war  has  re-  ' 
suited  in  the  curtailment  of  several  industries. 

The  grciitest  drive  by  the  War  Industries  Board  is  in  the  conser- 
vation of  iron  and  steel,  of  which  the  shortage  is  heavy  now  and 
growing  heavier.  In  connection  with  the  plans  of  conservation 
through  curtailment  of  supply  to  industries  not  manufacturing  for 
the  war  purposes,  B.  M,  Baruch.  chairman  of  the  War  Industries 
Board ;  J.  Leonard  Replogte,  stoel  administrator ;  and  other  officials 
of  the  board  have  presented  to  representatives  of  the  steel  and  iron 
industry  plans  for  stimulating  production  that  will  assist  in  reduc- 
ing the  shortage  and  meeting  the  war  demands.  But  there  is  to  be  a 
continuance  of  conservation  measures,  and  curtailment  of  industries 
will  continue  and  be  extended  so  long  as  shortage  in  essential  war 
material  exists, 
lilt  of  CnrtallmentB  to  Far  Hade. 

The  Priorities  Division  of  the  War  Industries  Board  has  com- 
piled this  list  of  industry  curtailments  so  far  made: 

Paggcni/cr  aulomobilei. — For  the  lust  six  months  of  1918,  curtailed  to  25  per 
ceut  of  1917  prcxiurtion,  provldod  the  manufacturer  wit)  limit  his  purcliases  of 
materials,  equlpDieitt,  anfl  aupptles  to  such  aa  arc  absolutely  uccessctry  to  mntcb 
up  stoi-hs  on  bund. 

Pianos,  piano  players,  and  parts.— ^For  tlie  Inst  four  rnontlis  of  1918  curtailed 
to  oDe-third  the  production  of  the  last  four  moottia  of  1917. 

Cutlery, — Fur  the  laiiit  four  :Tiontfa.<t  of  1S)13  curtailed  to  70  per  cent  of  the 
production  of  the  last  four  luouths  of  1917,  which  70  per  cent  sbtiU  include 
Govern meut  ordera. 

Stoves.— For  the  Inst  four  monlhs  of  1018  curtailed  to  50  per  cent  of  the 
production  of  the  laet  four  monthe  of  1917,  which  50  per  cent  shall  Include 
Qovemment  orders. 

Black  gulvaaized  and  'enameled  ware. — For  the  iaet  four  roontlis  of  1918  cur- 
tailed to  r>0  per  cent  of  the  prodiictinn  of  the  last  four  months  of  1017,  which 
50  per  cent  shall  Ineliide  Oovernuient  orders. 

Burial  goods. — Curtailed  to  2,200  tons  of  the  Iron  and  ateel  for  the  12  months' 
schedule. 

Clothes  wrimtevB.— For  the  last  four  months  of  1918  curtailed  to  two-thirda  of 
the  production  of  the  last  four  mouths  of  1917. 

Corsets. — For  the  last  four  niontha  of  1918  curtailed  to  40  per  cent  of  tbe  pro- 
duction of  the  last  four  months  of  1017. 

Meta]  l>e<ls. — For  the  lust  four  inoutlts  of  lOlS  curtailed  to  50  per  cent  of  the 
production  of  tlie  lost  four  montlis  of  1017,  which  50  per  cent  shall  Include  Gov- 
ernment and  allies'  orders,  and  that  no  hrnss  beds  be  built  except  from  stoct 
now  un  hand  and  no  brass  or  brass  scrap  he  purchased. 

Boilers  and  radiators.— For  the  last  four  montiis  of  1918  curtailed  to  40  per 
cent  of  the  production  of  the  last  four  months  of  1917  and  all  production  and 
sale  shall  be  under  license  from  the  War  Industries  Board  or  for  Qoremmeot 
buildings. 

Bren-erle.''. — All  brewery  products  cease  on  and  after  December  1, 1918. 

Baby  buggies.— For  the  last  fqur  months  of  19tS  curtailed  00  per  cent  of  the 
production  of  the  last  four  montha  of  1917,  and  that  they  be  Klven  a  Class  "  C  " 
rating  for  enough  metal  to  match  up  stocks  now  on  baud,  provided  discard  sted 
onl^  shall  be  used. 
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Compoeite  ronflng. — Mannfactorers  restricted  to  productloD  aod  sale  to  bulM- 
Ings  built  by  tte  Government  and  the  allies  or  under  license  from  tlie  War 
Industries  Board. 

Sporting  goods.— For  tlie  last  four  months  of  1018  ciiitalled  as  compared  with 
production  for  the  last  four  monttis  of  1017,  as  follows:  Tennis  balls.  40  per 
cent ;  footballs  and  equipment.  60  per  cent ;  baseballs,  bats,  and  equipment,  60 
per  cent;  golf  balla  and  golf  clubs.  40  per  cent;  no  athletic  clothing  manufac- 
ture<l  after  the  stocks  on  hand  have  been  used  up. 

Oas  Stoves  and  gas  appllnnces. — For  the  last  four  months  of  IfllS  curtailed 
to  50  per  cent  of  the  production  for  the  last  four  mouths  of  1017,  all  copper 
eliminated  e-xcept  that  on  hand,  which  should  be  conserved  for  repairs  to 
existing  Instnllatton. 

Automobile  pneumatic  tiros. — War  Industries  Board  will  deal  with  rubber 
Industry  as  a  controlled  Industry.  Using  as  n  basis  the  prmluction  for  the  18 
months  ending  June  30,  1018,  the  maximum  production  of  each  manufacturer 
for  the  last  4  months  of  1018  Is  fixed  at  50  per  cent  of  the  average  4  months* 
period  production  during  the  18  months'  period. 

Tin  plate.— For  the  last  three  months  of  1B18  curtailed  the  use  of  steel  30 
per  cent  from  consumption  of  the  last  three  months  of  1917,  an  estimated 
saving  of  opprajcimatcly  150,000  tons  of  steel. 

Soft  drinlts  and  minerol  waters. — Effective  Noveinher  1,  the  production  of 
nonalcoholic  beterages  (other  than  near  beers  which  have  been  prohibited 
after  December  1)  Including  the  manufacture  of  fruit  julcea,  water,  concen- 
trated extracts,  sirups,  and  carbonic  acid  ga!i,  curtailed  on  the  basis  of  50  per 
cent  per  annum  baswl  on  the  production  for  the  calendar  year  of  1917 :  that  Is, 
no  months'  prodnctlon  shall  exceed  50  per  cent  of  the  production  of  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  the  previous  year.  Grape  Juice,  elder,  and  loganberry  Juice 
products  of  this  year's  harvest  may  be  produced,  trat  the  restriction  must  appl^ 
to  the  year  1019. 

Talking  machines. — For  the  last  fonr  months  of  1018  curtailed  40  per  cent 
of  tlie  production  for  the  last  fonr  monttis  of  1917  in  units  and  on  a  tonnage 
basis  with  recommendation  the  industry  secure  war  work  twfore  January  1, 
1S18. 

Agricultural  implements  and  farm  tractors. — ISffective  October  1  oa  a  twelve 
ihontbs'  Bcliedule  curtailed  in  oae  of  iron  and  steel  25  per  cent  from  consump- 
tion for  calendar  year  ending  September  30,  1913. 

Bicycles. — For  the  last  four  months  of  1018  curtailed  25  per  cent  In  iron 
and  steel  of  the  consumption  for  the  last  four  months  of  1917.  with  elimination 
of  bicycles  for  children  and  for  i-aclng  purposes. 

Refrigerators.— For  the  last  four  months  of  1018  curtallSil  S3i  per  cent 
in  Iron  end  steel  of  tbe  consumption  for  the  last  four  months  of  1917,  with 
order  for  suhstltutiou  of  zinc  plate  where  possible. 


AGEICULTTIRAL  STATISTICS  OP  NEW  BEtrHSWICK. 
(CodbdI  Henry  S.  Culver.  St.  Joba,  Nenr  Brunswick,  Canadn,  Sept  IB.] 

The  agricultural  stati.stics  of  New  Brunswick  for  the  present  year, 
as  lately  compiled  by  means  of  a  card  system  addressed  to  farmers 
through  the  school  children  of  the  Province,  show  the  following  in 
acres  planted:  Spring  wheat,  49,453;  oats,  224.442;  barley,  6.601; 
TTc,  308;  peas,  4,077;  beans,  5,491;  buckwheat,  72.483;  potatoes, 
57j272 ;  turnips,  15,015 ;  and  hay,  740,637. 

Keturns  of  live  stock  and  poultry  gave  the  number  of  horses  in  the 
Province  as  66.590;  of  cattle,  256,747;  sheep,  140,014;  swine,  78,814; 
and  hens,  621,841. 

Tho  farm  yield-s  will  be  furnished  later  through  a  similar  system. 

Negotiations  have  been  completed,  reports  Howard  A.  Treat,  sec- 
retary to  the  commercial  attache  at  Melbourne,  for  the  sale  of 
2,000,000  bushels  of  Australian  wheat  to  New  Zealand  at  a  price 
of  58.  71d.  ($1.37)  a  bushel.  i 
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VITHSBAWAL  OF  VSTIED  KIirODOH  FBOK  S1TGAB  COKVEBTIOlt. 

The  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal  of  September  5, 1918,  contains 
the  following  notitc  regarding  the  complete  withdrawal  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  from  all  obligations  under  the  International  Sugar 
Convention  signed  at  Brussels  on  March  5, 1902 : 

In  1012  His  Majesty's  Go\-erDmeiit  gave  notice  of  their  withdrawal  from  the 
jDtori.iitiouuJ  Su^'ur  i.'oiiveiiijun  iis  from  tfie  l^t  Sopt<>uil>er.  1913:  nnil  replacnl 
their  obligations  under  tlint  instrument  by  an  uiulertalilng  that  tliey  would  give 
■li  months'  imtlce  loforp  ili'pii  ri  in-j  froiiL  the  fiiiii;  nip^liil  prliiiliiles  of  the 
conveDtlon  "by  grantlDg  either  bounties  on  the  exportation  ot  sugar  or  a  pret- 
eieuce  to  colouiul  sugur,  or,  iiguiu,  by  subJecUng  to  a  different  nite  beet  and 
cane  suear." 

Hta  Mnjcaty'B  Goremment  have  now  npproved  the  prlnctiile  of  giving  pref- 
trvice  to  Kmplrc  supair,  although  In  so  doing  tliey  will  have  careful  regard  to 
the  interests  of  their  allies  and  particularly  to  the  necessity  of  uiding  those  who 
bave  suffered  special  economic  injury  from  tlie  ravages  of  war. 

Tbey  bave  decided,  therefore,  to  liberate  themselves  absolutely  from  aD 
engagements  toward  the  signatory  powers  of  the  International  Sugar  Conven- 
tion. His  Majesty's  minister  at  Havre  Ims  accordingly  l>een  instructed  to  ap- 
proach the  Belgian  Government  and  request  them  to  Inform  tbe  powers  con- 
cerned that  His  Majesty's  Government  have  decided  to  resume  complete  liberty 
of  action  In  repard  to  nil  siigur  questions,  and  that  they  now  give  the 
roQUldte  six  months'  notice  to  that  effect,  in  accordance  with  their  ■)nd*Tlahlns 
When  they  withdrew  from  tbe  convention. 


ABUlTDAirT  KOEEAN  BICE  CBOF  EZFECTEI). 

IConml  RaymoDd  8.  Curtice,  Seoul,  Ang.  12.} 

The  semiofficial  Seoul  Press  of  August  11  published  the  latest 
Government  forecast  of  the  rice  crop  in  Chosen  for  the  present  year. 
This  forecast,  it  will  be  noted,  is  as  of  July  10,  and  indicates  an  in- 
crease in  the  crop  of  some  3,000,000  to  3,500,000  bushels : 

The  governor  Reneral  reports  thnt  the  total  area  of  paddy  flelds  devoted  to 
theculti\-atlonof  rice  throughout  Chosen  was,  on  July  10, 1,138,215  cho  13.911.938 
acres],  ehowing  tin  Increase  of  35,000  cho  [85,775  acres),  as  compared  with  the 
figures  for  laRt  year.  It  is  thought  that  In  addition  to  this.  15.000  cho  [36.760 
acres]  were  afterwards  used  (or  similar  purposes,  bringing  the  total  increase 
in  area  under  rice  for  this  year  over  last  year  up  to  50,000  cho  [122.535  acres]. 
This  will  Increase  the  yield  of  rice  by  600,000  to  700.000  koka  [3.070,800  to 
8,582,600  biiPheiR].  Moreover,  tlie  transplantation  of  rice  seedlings  this  year 
from  nnrsoriea  to  paddy  fields  was  mostly  completed  before  July  10,  and  it 
is  thought  Hint,  shoul<l  tbe  present  favorable  weather  continue,  a  very  abundant 
yield  vrili  be  obtained. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  estimate  the  recent  abnormal  increase  id 
the  price  of  rice  in  Chosen  is  of  special  interest,  although  this  increase 
has  not  as  yet  reached  the  proportions  attained  during  tlie  past  few 
days  in  Japan  proper. 

OFFICES  OF  THE  BUBEATT  OF  FOBEIGN  A5D  DOKESTIC  CO]UI£BC£. 


ptSTBlCr  OFFICES. 
KSV   lOBK:    ;S4  CDttrakoiu. 
BOBTON:  ISO)  Cuilanboiiic. 
CHlClflO:  £04  Ffdtril  BullJIir. 
BT.  I.0C18:  Mt  Third  KMleiul  Bask  BiiMI>«. 
KEV  OBI.EiNSl  I0!0  Hlbtrmla  Uank  BulldlBf. 
BiK  raiNClSCft:  3D7  railDtabuyi*. 
■UTTLBl  S(8  DtBt)  BalEdlni. 


COOPBKITITB  OFFICES. 
CLETEUNDi  CkBBbcr  at  Cohbhc^ 
ONCINKITI:  CkiabM  st  GbmiR*. 
CI^^^N1TII  Qntrtl  Fnlgkl  kfttt,  Sttktrm 

BallnT.  M  iBfalli  Balltlat. 
I.OS  IKdELBSt  Ouoktr  *(  C«uifm. 
PIIILADElPUIli  tkiBbcr  «f  CsaBtn*. 
PORTLAND,  OBEC:  CkiaWr  ol  raBBH*^ 
DlVTOKi  Qtttitt  Btitsa  1 
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SVCCESSFUX  VSE   OF  FBISON  LABOB  IN  NEW  ZEALAND, 
[Consul  Gcuerol  Alfred  A.  Winslon',  Auckland.]  ~ 

According  to  a  statement  just  given  out  by  tlie  Minister  of  Justice 
of  New  Zoaltiiid,  it  is  customary  to  give  every  abie-bodied  prisoner 
serving  time  in  prisons  in  this  Dominion  work  at  useful  employment, 
and  during  the  past  year  the  prisonei-s  of  this  country  earned 
$:i09,260,  compared  with  $394,187  as  the  total  cost  of  the  prisons 
department  of  the  Dominion. 

The  prison  occupations  now  include  the  making  of  bricks  and 
concrete  tiles,  bootmaking,  fanning,  dairying,  tree  planting,  stone 
dressing,  and  road  making,  and  the  wages  fixed  at  $1.21  a  day  per, 
man  when  this  work  is  done  for  public  bodies. 

The  Government  has  a  prison  farm  of  1,200  acres  that  was  bought 
in  the  rough  state  at  £1  ($4.87)  per  acre,  and  has  been  improved  by 
this  prison  labor  until  now  it  is  estimated  to  be  worth  about  $82  per 
aei-e,  and  the  Minister  of  Justice  i-eeommended  that  another  similar 
tract  be  selected  for  improvement  by  the  prison  labor  of  the  country. 
Near  Chi-istchurch  prisoners  are  erecting  new  concrete  prison  build- 
ings. 

This  refonnatoi7  sj'stem  f«ems  to  be  working  very  satisfactorilv  in 
New  Zealand,  since  the  health  of  the  prisoners  is  better  and  tiieir 
behavior  greatly  improved. 


GOLD  FROBUCTION  IN  AUSTBAIIA. 

[Howard  A.  Tceot,  Bccretary  to  commercial  allncbe,  Melbourne.] 
The  production  of  gold  by  States  in  Australia  for  the  first  se' 
months  in  each  of  tlie  years  1017  and  1018,  is  as  follows,  in  1 
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FINNISH  lUFORT  ORQANIZATION  FOR  DRY  GOODS. 


A  Finnish  import  organization  for  dry  goods  has  lately  been 
formed  in  Helsingfors.  This  new  organization,  in  which  are  inter- 
ested the  country^  principal  enterprises  in  this  line,  was  started  in 
the  form  of  a  corporation  with  a  capital  stock  of  5,000,000  marks 
(1  Finnish  mark=$0.193  at  the  normal  exchange' rate),  divided 
into  500  shares  of  10,000  marks  each.  Its  name  is  O.  Y.  Manufactur 
Aktiebolag.  The  object  of  the  corporation  is  to  do  a  domestic  and 
foreign  business  in  dry  goods,  and  to  organize  and  promote  their 
importation  and  distribution. 
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FACTS  OF  COKHESCIAL  DTCEBEST  ABOtTF  DTOO-CHIITA. 

IConiol   noTHce  Dcoilttard,   SalgaD,    Frcncli   iDdo-Chlna.] 

Indo-Cliina  is  a  peninsula  in  soiitheafitem  Asia  bordering  on  China, 
Burma,  and  Siani.  It  comprises  Cochin  China,  Tonkin,  .uiant,  T^aos, 
Cambodia,  and  the  territory  of  Kwanpchow  and  has  an  area  of  ap- 
proximately 270,000  square  miles.  The  population  of  more  than 
16,000,000  IS  divided  as  follows:  Tonkin,  fi.000,000;  Anam,  5,000.000; 
Cochin  China,  3,000,000;  Cambodia,  1,600,000;  and  Laos,  630,000. 
The  Anamite  race,  by  far  the  most  numerous,  numbers  12,600,000,  and 
the  number  of  foreigners  (white  race)  is  estimated  at  about  14,000, 
more  than  4,000  of  whom  (exclusive  of  military)  are  in  Saigon. 

Cochin  China  and  Cambodia,  in  the  south,  have  a  tropical  climate, 
the  temperature  being  high  with  little  variation  the  year  round.  The 
rains  fall  from  May  to  October,  when  the  atmospheric  pressure  is  very 
low,  and  from  October  to  May  is  the  dry  season.  In  Tonkin  and 
northern  Anam  the  weather  is  subject  to  greater  extremes,  the  seasons 
are  not  so  clearly  demarked,  and  in  winter  the  thermometer  falls  low 
enough  to  permit  the  occasional  use  of  blankets.  Typhoons  sometimes 
cause  serious  damage  in  Indo-China. 
Looatlon  of  Frinolpal  Citlei. 

Saigon  is  the  only  seaport  of  Cochin  Oliina,  and  does,  normally,  70 
per  cent  of  the  trade  of  Indo-China.  The  commerce  of  Cochin  China, 
southern  Anam,  Cambodia,  and  a  part  of  Laos  passes  through  Saigon, 
owing  to  its  steamer  connections  with  foreign  countries,  thus  making 
a  population  of  nearly  7j000,000  commercially  tributary  to  it.  The 
harbor  has  docking  facilities  for  37  large  steamers  at  one  time. 

Cholon  is  ^  miles  from  Saigon,  has  a  population  of  about  200,000, 
of  whom  65,000  are  Chinese,  and  is  the  center  of  the  rice  industry. 

Haifongis  the  seaport  of  Tonkin  and  taps  tlie  rich  Ked  Eiver  Basin. 
Commercially  dependent  on  it  are  Tonkin,  northern  Anam,  northern 
Laos,  and  certain  portions  of  Yunnan  (China).  This  city  has  a 
wharfage  of  1,800  feet  with  accommodations  for  four  large  steamers. 

Pnum-Pcnh,  in  Cambodia,  is  located  on  the  four  arms  formed  by 
the  confluence  of  the  Mekong  and  Tonle-sap  Rivers.     It  is  connected 
with  Saigon  by  ri\'er  steamer,  and  thus  Cambodian  rice,  cattle,  and  ' 
cotton  find  an  outlet  through  Saigon. 

Tourane,  the  seaport  of  Anam,  does  only  3  per  cent  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  Indo-China,  and  principally  exports  the  products  of  Anam 
to  Saigon  and  Haifong  for  transsliipment. 

Ha-noi  is  an  industrial  center  and  the  seat  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment in  Indo-China.    It  is  more  than  80  miles  from  the  sea,  and  its 
imports  and  exports  ore  shipped  through  the  port  of  Haifong. 
Cblef  Articles  ot  f  rodnotion  and  Export. 

Indo-China  produces  a  wide  variety  of  products,  chief  amoog 
which  are  rice,  maize,  rubber,  pepper,  cinnamon,  copra,  cotton  (Cam- 
bodia), sugar,  ccffee,  tea,  silk,  tobacco,  stick  and  gum  lacquer,  anise- 
seed  extract,  castor  oil,  kapok,  and  fruits.  The  fishing  grounds 
off  Anam,  Tonkin,  and  Cochin  China  are  nil  good;  the  country 
abounds  in  game,  both  big  and  small;  and  cattle  and  carabao  ar« 
raised  in  Cambodia.  Tonkin,  the  main  industrial  center,  has  a  wide 
variety  of  mineral  products  also,  the  principal  ones  being  coal  (at 
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Hon-gny),  zinc,  lead,  wolfram,  aod  tin.    Here,  too,  the  manufacture 
of  cement,  alcohol,  matches,  beer,  Boap,  etc.,  is  carried  on. 

More  rice  is  exported  than  all  other  products  combined.  Among 
other  exports  are  fish,  hides  and  skins,  pepper,  maize,  copra,  hogs, 
rubber,  cotton,  coal,  cattle,  teak,  matting,  t4)rtoise  shell,  zinc,  cement 
and  cement  stone,  lacquer  oil,  silk  and  silk  goods,  coffee,  tin,  and 
wolfram. 
Eltecti  of  Gnropesn  War  on  Import  Trade. 

The  European  war  has  practically  cut  Saigon  off  from  the  mother 
country,  and  sailings  from  this  port  arc  rare  and  irregular  at  the 
pi-csont  time.  This  scarcity  of  tonnage  haw  had  a  threefold  result: 
(1)  Freights  have  been  abnormally  high;  (2)  the  cost  of  all  imported 
merchandise  has  greatly  increased  owing  to  th<*  difficulty  of  getting 
it;  and  (3)  Indo-China,  cut  off  from  the  usual  source  of  supply,  has 
begun  to  look  elsewhere  to  satisfy  it«  wants,  principally  to  the  United 
States  and  Japan. 

Imports  into  this  country  consist  principally  of  cotton  goods,  silk 
goods,  jute  gunny  bags,  opium,  gold  leaf,  paper  and  paper  goods, 
porcelain  and  pottery,  petroleum  and  its  products,  hardware,  tobacco, 
cigars,  and  cigarettes,  areca  nuts,  wines  and  liquors,  vegetables  (fresh, 
dried,  and  salted),tea,  flour,  table  fruit  (fresh,  dried,  and  preserved), 
iron  and  steel,  soap,  glassware,  machinery,  chemical  products,  pre- 
pared medicines,  nibfcr  goods,  hemp,  condensed  milk,  automobiles, 
fish  and  sea  products,  joss  sticks,  leather  and  leather  goods,  silk 
thread,  and  sugar  candy  and  sirup. 

Indo-China  has  a  complicated  tariff  with  minimum,  maximum, 
and  special  rates  of  taxation.  Charges  are  usnallj'  specific  on  100 
kilos.  Although  the  United  States  enjoys  the  minimum  tariff  on 
certain  products,  it  is  usually  a  theoretical  advantage,  as  the  goods 
have  to  bo  shipped  directly  to  Saigon  or  via  a  French  port  to  obtain 
this  advantage.  Certain  American  articles  have  a  special  rate,  which 
is  generally  between  the  maximum  and  minimum  tariffs. 
Hethods  of  Doing;  Basins bs. 

Prior  to  the  European  War,  the  principal  German  and  French 
houses  gave  long  credits,  30,  60,  or  90  days.  This  is  impossible  now, 
and  purchases  made  abroad  are  made  cash  against  documents.  Quo- 
tations are  usually  desired  c.  i.  f.  Saigon.  As  it  is  not  easy  for  the 
American  exporter  to  i-eatize  these  terms,  on  account  of  lack  of  direct 
steamer  connection  between  -Vmerican  ports  and  Indo-t'hina,  local 
merchants  usually  accept  terms  c.  i.  f.  Slanila,  Hongkong,  or  Singa- 
pore, all  of  which  ports  have  intermittent  sailings  for  Saigon.  While 
some  purchases  urgently  needed  are  known  to  have  been  made  f.  o.  b. 
American  ports,  the  Saigon  business  man  is  usually  unwilling  to  as- 
sume all  the  risk. 

Imports  into  Indo-China  fall  under  three  categories:  (a)  Mer- 
chandise received  directly  from  abroad  and  paid  for  outright;  (b) 
goods,  sold  through  local  agents,  received  direct  from  foreign  coun- 
tries; and  (c)  articles  bought  from  actual  representatives  or  agents 
of  foreign  concei-ns  established  in  the  laige  far  eastern  commercial 
centers,  such  as  Hongltong  and  Manila. 

In  view  of  the  present  war  conditions,  with  the  resulting  scarcity 
of  supplies  and  high  prices,  the  last  method  would  appear  to  be  the 
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one  to  employ,  os  important  agencies  or  branch  offices  can  be  well 
stocked,  can  make  more  flcceptable  quotations  to  Indo-Chinese  houses 
(c.  i.  f.),  and  are  usually  in  a  position  to  canvass  the  field  through 
traveliug  salesmen.  During  the  past  year  American  salesmen  have 
placed  substantial  orders,  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  they  wpre  in 
personal  touch  with  buvers  nnil  were  in  a  position  to  submit  samples. 
The  second  methcd  will  be  a  good  one  to  employ  when  prices  are  nor- 
mal and  freights  are  lower.  At  present  with  high  local  pricts  and  re- 
stricted competition,  the  high  cost  of  foreign  merchandise  is  incon- 
sequential and  anything  is  salable. 

The  method  used  in  placing  commodities  before  the  public  is  the 
comprador  system,  like  that  used  in  China.  Firms  often  have  as 
manv  as  throe  compradors — an  Anamite,  a  Chinese,  and  a  Hindoo,  all 
of  wliom  are  in  close 'touch  with  their  own  elements  and  understand 
the  best  way  of  reaching  thcny.  In  this  way  distribution  is  possible 
to  small  native  stores  in  the  interior. 
BiUposten  Arc  Best  AdTcrtlsing  Kedlnaii. 

Advertising  is  usually  done  by  means  of  posters.  A  leading 
Saigon  bill-posting  company  [whose  address  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  and 
coopei'ative  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  105851]  charges  from  $12 
to  $17  United  States  currency  per  month  for  yearly  contracts,  for 
permanent  billboard  notices  painted  on  wood,  canvas,  etc.,  ranging  in 
size  from  5  to  40  metei-s  (10,4  to  131.2  feet)  square.  For  provincial 
advertising,  paper  posters  are  pasted  on  wooden  billboards  at  prices 
ranging  from  $3.!)0  to  $10.50  United  States  currency  per  hundred. 
These  posters  vary  in  size,  from  0.30  by  0,41  meter  (roughly,  1  by 
1,3  feet)  to  2.20  by  1.40  meters  (T.2  by  4.6  feet).  The  above  quota- 
tions are  subject  to  as  high  as  40  per  cent  discount,  depending  on 
the  size  of  the  contract.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted  that 
the  Anamite,  as  well  as  the  Chinese,  is  susceptible  to  chops  or  trade- 
mailts  and  always  looks  for  his  particular  brand.  Consequently, 
highly  colored  picture  advertising  which  strikes  the  eye,  printed  m 
French  and  Anamite,  is  generally  effective. 

Newspapers  are  not  extensively  used  as  publicity  mediums  in  com- 
mercial matters,  as  they  do  not  reach  the  largest  class  of  buyers — 
the  Anamitps,  who  arc  illiterate  except  for  a  small  upper  class.  The 
advertising  in  Frpnch  newspapers  is  for  goods  designed  for  the  foreign 
clement,  viz,  whiskys,  foreign  medicines,  automobiles,  foreign  banks, 
etc.  Saigon  has  three  dailies— L'Opinion,  I^e  Courrier  Saigonnais, 
and  L'Impartial.  Tlie  fii-st  has  a  circulation  of  about  2,000,  the 
others  a  little  less.  A  well-known  French  daily  in  Ha-noi  is  L'ATenir 
du  Tonkin. 
Taiiety  of  American  Trodncti  on  This  Ua.rket. 

American  trade  has  found  its  way  into  the  Indi-Chinese  market,  a 
fact  not  much  evidenced  from  the  returns  of  the  Indo-Chinese  Mari- 
time Customs  because  imports  are  usually  listed  from  the  last  port 
of  shipment.  Consequently,  Hongkong  and  Singapore  are  credited 
with  a  portion  of  American  merchandise  not  rightly  theirs. 

An  inquiry  was  addressed  by  this  office  to  various  commercial 
houses  retjucsting  information  as  to  what  business  was  done  with  the 
United  States  in  lOlC,     The  replies  received  showed  that  products 
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of  American  origin  imported  into  this  country  included  flour, 'tinned 
fruits  and  vegetables,  raisims,  cheese,  leather,  leather  straps,  roofine 
materials,  cement,  niamifacturing  materials,  calamine,  sulphate  of 
zinc,  metallurgical  products,  parts  of  machines,  tools,  paper-maktng 
machinery,  electric  light  incandescent  bulbs,  hardware,  tin,  sta- 
tionery, fountain  pens,  old  newspapers,  automobiles,  iron  sheets,  wire, 
galvanized  sheets,  steel  bai-s,  wire  nails,  angles,  and  zinc  sheets. 
SngKeitloni  to  American  Firms. 

American  firms,  to  l>e  succes.sful,  will  find  it  helpful  to  comply  Tvith 
the  following  suggestions: 

(1)  Correspondence,  ns  well  ae  descriptive  literature,  should  be  in 
French,  as  the  small  dealers  in  particular  know  no  other  language. 
Moi-eovei',  the  use  of  the  local  merchant's  own  language  produces  ft 
most  favorable  impresision  on  him.  For  exiimpic,  a  certain  commer- 
cial magazine  in  French  is  in  constant  demand  in  the  commercial 
reading  room  of  this  consulate  because  it  is  easily  i-ead,  while  other 
periodicals,  perhaps  equally  interesting  but  published  in  English, 
are  overlooked, 

(2)  Samples  and  prices  should  be  sent  in  the  first  instance  in  writ- 
ing to  local  firms.  The  distance  is  too  great  and  letters  take  too  long 
for  the  Saigon  merchant  to  write  and  inquire  for  details.  If  this 
suggestion  is  complied  with  it  is  possible  to  place  an  immediate  order 
by  cable. 

(3)  Terms  should  be  c.  i.  f.  Hongkong,  Manila,  or  Saigon,  even 
tliough  additional  charge  is  necessary  to  cover  possible  increase  of 
fi-eight  and  rise  in  prices.  There  is  little  competition  at  present  and 
the  consumer  here  will  pay. 

(4)  Great  care  should  Iw  given  to  packing,  as  American  goods 
often  arrive  in  deteriorated  condition.  This  is  especially  advisable  in 
view  of  the  necessity  for  transshipment. 

Prospects  are  excellent  for  a  good  post-war  market  if  the  Ameri- 
can producer  and  manufacturer  will  not  neglect  this  market  during 
the  war,  but  comply  with  the  desires  of  local  dealers. 

COKSOLIDATIOir  OF  CEMENT  INTEBESTS  IN  N£W  ZEALAND. 

(Cdd8u1  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  AuckrnnJ.l 

Three  important  cement  companies  in  this  part  of  New  Zealand 
have  consolidated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,919,900,  and  from  now 
it  is  proposed  to  operate  but  one  of  the  plants,  until  the  demand  for 
cement  increases  very  materially. 

These  are  very  up-to-date  plants,  and  in  the  main  arc  equipped 
with  American  cement  machinery  and  are  capable  of  supplying  three 
or  four  times  the  present  consumption  of  cement  in  this  part  of  the 
Dominion;  but  it  is  expected  that  following  the  close  of  the  war  a 
very  much  greater  demand  will  be  found  for  cement,  since  build- 
ing will  increase  materially,  and  there  is  much  talk  of  building  con- 
crete highways  at  that  time. 

Following  the  consolidation  of  these  companies  the  price  of  cement 
advanced  from  $21.66  to  $23.36  per  ton  of  2ii40  pounds. 

The  new  company  is  to  be  known  as  Wilsons  (N.  Z.)  Portland 
Cement  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  Auckland. 

Ihiak— Have  Ton  Bought  Your   Limit  I— Fourth  Liber^~^[,^|j^ 
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FOREIGN  T2ADE  OFFOETITSITIES. 

Bmerrra  ailctmiPi  may  be  obtalni^  rrom  Ihe  Barrnn  and  its  4llBlrlct  «d4  caapcr 
itivr  oMppb.     Itniuint  fur  rAPh  apportunlMr  iliontd  be  OD  a  icparale  sheet  and  atn 

Tt'H]ioni<llimiy  nn  lo  thr  yiamllDKor  fon-lcn  lnr|ulrers :  thp  n«aal  nrcmntLoTiB  ahould 
)ak<-n  to  Btt  i-nw-H.  SymrH.ln :  •  IK-purtpil  by  Amerli  aa  cutHiilar  oBKvtx  ;  t  Keported 
coDimcrcIa]  atlachC'4  aiul  ii^mmerclal  asenls :  ]  IJli-<'<:t  Inqulrlca  received  bj  Itio  Uurei 
tn  poimldprliiK  Ihp  (olInnInK  "  apportnnlllPii 

hiMl   lo  Ih^  lAt*a  anil   rcnalAlluBa  co^erBlujr  ei 

with  the  cnewr. 

Autotnabllen  aod  ac(vasorl<>9.  STQZT.  ZT^no 

lUcvele  nnd  matorcTcl«  aeamaoileti 'SJF-'' 

Pootd  and  abwB aTr.:;0.  ZTfi 

Candy 2Tr. 

ChenilcBlB MTn 

Coppor  and  brass  Kooda 27a 

Dry  Roods  and  nolloBs 2732»,  27n 

DyestulTB. 27.1 

Elertrlral  appllancoa 27.1 

Fancy  Kuodn 27." 

Food  prod uflB ^.    .----_--   37.1 

n"»*"?!,VJLV""//..J.'l'--''-'^-V275n:f     wi  mil  sVt.m 

Boalery  BOd  underwear-   2752U,;;75;ia,27BW       Wi  27BS3 

2752(1, t — A  niPnibpr  of  n  wnipnny  In  New  ZcnTnnd  who  la  In  the  United  Stfltea 
for  n  short  Ilim-  deslrps  to  secure  nn  iisenrr  for  Ihe  Bnle  of  pUimbew' 
lYipplles.  electrlrtil  housctiold  nppUiincca,  buililers  and  culilnet  liardware, 
farm  trartom,  dyextufts,  boots  and  slioei),  woodworking  machluery,  and  wall 
board.    References. 

27527.' — A  flrm  In  Kniy  is  In  the  market  for  hir.vele  nccpRserles  and  automobile 
and  niotoreycle  nfCPJ'sorlea.  Correspondenoe  may  be  in  English.  Refereace. 
CutaloEues  and  prii.'es  should  be  subuiitted. 

27528. • — A  man  In  Urazil  desires  to  purchase  one  turbine  type  encfne  anil 
high-pressure  boiler,  from  40  to  SO  tiorscpower.  for  a  launch  50  feet  by  9} 
feet  The  dimensions  and  space  to  !«•  occupied  by  Ihe  engine  are.  on 
account  of  Ihe  construction  of  the  t>ou(,  lo  be  as  compact  us  possible,  but 
at  the  some  time  sbould  not  Interfere  wltli  the  efficiency  of  llie  engines. 
Payment  will  be  made  by  cnsli  jigninst  documcuts.  Correspondence  should 
be  In  Portupicse  or  Spanish.    References. 

275£9.*— An  acency  la  desired  by  a  man  in  Al^rcria  for  the  sate  of  tissues  of 
all  kind."!,  cotton  goods,  bMI!  goods,  hosiery,  and  underwear.  Correspondence 
should  be  In  French.    Reference. 

27530.t — A  man  from  Brazil  who  Is  at  present  in  the  United  States  desires  to 
secure  an  acency  on  a  commlrwlon  basis  fcr  the  snle  of  hardware,  notions; 
dry  goods,  textiles,  and  nutoraoblles  and  accessories.  Correspondence 
should  be  In  Portuguese  if  possible.    Refcrcuccs. 

27531. • — An  agency  Is  desired  by  a  man  la  Italy  for  the  sale  of  leather  an4 
footwear  ot  all  kinds     Correspondence  should  Iw  In  Italian  or  French, 

27532, "—A  business  man  in  Alcjerin  wishes  to  uci'iire  on  agency  for  the  sbIo  of 
canned  goods  such  as  fiiiita  and  vegetables,  dried  vegetables,  and  preserves 
of  oil  kinds;  olso  .salted  meats,  hams,  sausages,  candy,  and  sweet  and 
salted  biscuits.    Corrcstmndence  sbouU  be  in  Frendi.    References. 

27533.* — A  flrm  tn  Australia  desires  to  secure  nn  agency  for  the  sale  of  piece 
goods,  silk  or  cotton  hosiery,  bats,  ribbone,  laces,  general  wearing  Sl[>> 
parol,  etc. 

27534.* — A  flrm  of  general  merchants  and  commission  agents  In  India  wishes  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  steel  twrs.  roil.'!,  sheets. 
nngle  Iron,  galvanized  sheets,  piping,  bui-kets,  D.t(ls.  wire.  soap,  chemicals, 
soda,  stationery,  machinery,  locks,  piece  goods,  yarns,  fancy  goods,  watches, 
hosiery,  copjjcr,  and  brass  goods,  etc.  Payment  will  be  made  by  drafts  at 
80  or  GO  days  sight,  documents  against  full  payment    ReferencesL 

The  Hore  Bonds  the  Fewer  Casualties. 
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APPUCATIOBS  FOR  EZPOKTItiO  COIN,  BULUOK,  ETC. 
The  War  Trade  Board  announces  in  a  new  ruling  (W.  T,  B.  R. 
243)  that  applications  for  licenses  to  export  coin,  bullion,  currency, 
or  evidence  of  indebtedness  should  be  made  to  any  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  and  not  to  the  War  Trade  Board,  The  export  control  of  coin, 
bullion,  currency,  or  evidence  of  indebtedness  is  within  the  jnrisdic- 
|tion  of  the  Treasury  Department  and  not  within  that  of  the  War 
Trade  Board, 


SinSIOK  OJ  PSANCE  IKTO  ECONOHIC  BEOIONS. 

[Cbmmcrclal  Attach^  Pierce  C.  WUllamH.  Paris,  Aug.  21.] 

The  divi^on  of  France  into  economic  regions,  in  order  to  insure 
the  most  effective  cooperation  of  French  cnambers  of  commerce  in 
the  solution  of  aftcr-the-war  economic  problems,  is  the  task  upon 
which  the  French  Ministry  of  Commerce  is  at  present  busily  engaged. 

These  economic  problems  will  be  numerous  and  complex.  Among 
the  most  pressing  will  be  the  industnal  reconstruction  of  the  invaded 
regions,  the  coordination  of  existing  railway  lines,  the  maximum 
utilization  of  hydroelecCric  power  (nouille  blanche),  the  improve- 
ment of  French  sea  porta,  ana  the  development  of  the  interior  water- 
ways of  the  country.  To  sohe  these  questions  the  cooperation  of  the 
chambers  of  commerce  will  be  essential.  In  many  cases  this  coopera- 
tion will  extend  to  financial  participation  in  the  cost  of  the  improve- 
ments by  the  chambers  of  commerce  in  a  given  section  of  the  country. 

To  illustrate,  if  it  be  decided  to  construct  the  much  discussed  Nord- 
Est  Canal,  which  would  connect  the  Port  of  Dunkirk  with  the  in- 
dustrial center  of  Nancy,  the  chambers  of  commerce,  in  certain  cities 
of  the  departments  of  Nord,  Pas-de-Calais,  Aisne,  Ardennes,  and 
Meurthe-et-Mosclle  would  have  to  assume  part  of  the  expense.  On 
the  other  band,  certain  cities  in  those  departments  would  have  no 
concern  in  such  a  canal  and  would  not  contribute  to  the  expense. 
Separtmeatal  Frontleri  not  Correot  Bconomlo  Barrlen. 

The  Ministry  of  Commerce  believes  that  in  this  and  many  sunilar 

problems  the  necessary  cooperation  can  not  be  realized  on  the  basis 
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of  the  existing  departmental  frontiers.  To  eliminate  this  barrier  to 
successful  coo^ration  among  the  chambers  of  commerce  of  certain  re- 
gions, the  Ministry  of  Commerce  proposes  to  divide  all  of  France  into 
sixteen  economic  regions,  without  regard  to  departmental  limits 
where  (bey  do  not  conform  to  economic  zones  of  influence.  For  ex- 
ample, the  influence  of  the  city  of  Lyon  extends  over  all  of  the  de- 
partmens  of  Ain.  Rhone,  Loire,  Ardeche,  and  Drome,  but  over  only  a 
part  of  the  departments  of  Saone-et-Loire,  Huutc-Loire,  and  Isere. 
rhe  economic  region  of  which  Lyon  is  the  unchallenged  capital  must 
be  defined  by  other  than  departmental  frontiers.  Similar  adjudica- 
tions are  called  for  in  the  case  of  other  important  urban  centers. 

Howeverj  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  believes  that  the  sixteen 
re^ons  which  have  been  submitted  to  the  chambers  of  commerce  for 
their  approval  represent  the  most  logical  division  of  the  coimtrj'  from 
the  economic  standpoint  and  that  these  divisions  will  constitute  a 
framework  within  .which  the  changes  which  the  war  has  imposed 
upon  France  can  be  most  effectively  planned  and  carried'into  execu- 
tion. 

The  Ministry  of  Commerce  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
posed division  ts  purely  a  project.  As  such  it  is  now  being  submitted 
to  the  chambers  of  commerce.  Their  responses,  which  have  almost 
unanimously  accepted  the  principle  of  the  division,  are  also  in  many 
cases  favorable  to  the  division  as  proposed.  ModiScations  of  detail 
demanded  or  suggested  by  certain  of  the  chambers  of  commerce  are 
now  being  studi^  by  the  Ministry.  Final  decision  will  be  taken 
after  the  Minister  of  Commerce  has  consulted  personally  with  the 
presidents  of  the  chambers  of  commerce  interest^!. 
Extent  of  Kevloni  ai  bow  Iropoted. 

The  sixteen  proposed  divisions  embrace: 


Botfoo. 

ndoa.    - 

St.  QuontiiT^^ 

Bi^bec    Dlq)ft^Hb«ur,    Fasmp,   BmTie, 

SSS™"' ■• 

Chwfx«rK,0«i.vUle. 

Bnw.  S^oriali,  Qulnpar. 

Fouk™,  R«iiMa.  Bl.  UbIo. 

saasiSS™ 

ssr""*"-    , 

Gooi^lc 


COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


HBElfln. 

ChambctB  (tf  Commr-ree  apporlalnini!  to 
rsRioii. 

.    -w,l_u„ 

Lot 

Aibl,  Castrcs,  UuBmct. 

S^\S?*&StS^'""- 

MiK^*Xd' 

^r^^dlB,Ark» 

A]sn*>,  Butla. 

S£» 

?SK.^'"sSod. 

«■  Nancy .^ 

C^buc 

SS' 

EMPXOTEES  OF  EXFOEt  FIBHS  AND  THE  DKAFT. 

In  response  to  nn  inquiry  made  to  Provost  Marshal  General 
Crowder  ns  (o  whether  employees  of  firms  engaged  in  foreign  trade 
are  included  among  persons  engaged  in  necessary  occupations,  the 
following  letter  has  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce : 

Deab  Sim  :  Receipt  Is  hereby  ocknowletlged  of  yonr  letter  ot  the  23d  InstsTit. 
trnueraltting  n  cllpplug  •  •  •  which  states  that  a  ruling  has  been  Isaned 
from  this  office  to  the  effect  tliat  employees  of  press  asDocfatlons  engagetl  In 
the  collection  and  t  ran  amission  of  news  by  wire  to  daily  newspapers  ore  lu- 
cludeil  among  pei-sons  enpifce^l  In  "  ueeessnry  "  ooonpntlons,  and,  therefore,  ara 
entitled  tu  file  claims  for  deferred  classldcatton  under  the  amended  selective- 
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serrlce  act.  Ton  Inquire  whether  tlie  above  prera  report  Is  accnnite.  and  niao 
how  you  may  secure  from  this  office  "a  rullna;  as  to  whether  employees  of  per- 
Mns.  nrmn,  or  rorporntlons  nctually  enRfiEed  [n  esportlOK  et'ndfi  from  this 
country  to  foreign  countries  or  Importing  essential  Roods  from  foreign  countries 
to  Ihls  coiintrj*  nre  Ini'luiJed  amooK  persons  cneaged  In  necessary  ocpupailima 
and,  ore  thereCrire.  eniitled  to  file  claims  for  deferred  draft  classification  under 
Uie  seli^tlve- service  act," 

Section  4  of  the  select ive-Rerrlce  act,  as  amended  by  an  act  of  Gon|!:ress  ap- 
proved Aut;ust  31,  1918,  In  part,  reads  as  follows: 

"  The  President  is  liereby  authorized  to  exclude  or  dlschnrKe  from  said  selec- 
tive draft  •  •  •  persons  euRsged  In  industries,  occupations,  or  employ- 
ments. tnclndInK  aerlfutture,  found  to  be  necessary  to  the  malnieuuiice  of 
the  mllitnry  estaiilishment  or  the  effective  operation  of  the  ralUtarj  forces 
or  the  inaintenancc  of  national  Interest  dnring  the  emergency." 

The  effect  of  the  amendment  above  quoted  Is  to  authorize  the  consideration 
by  district  boards  of  any  and  all  claims  for  deferment  based  on  occupational 
grounds,  reKBrdlcEs  of  the  occupation  Involved. 

This  office  has  made  no  list  of  occupations  which  are.  by  the  selective-service 
boards,  to  be  considered  "  necessary."  The  statement.  Id  the  publication  re- 
ferred to.  that  this  olflce  has  ruled  that  press  asaoclatlons  are  "  necessary " 
occupations   Is  In  error. 

To  entitle  a  registrant  to  deferred  classiflcatloa  on  occupational  grounds,  It 
must  be  establlsbed : 

First.  That  the  particular  enterprise  for  which  he  Is  working  is  "necessary 
to  the  maintenance  of  tiie  military  establtslmwnt  or  the  elTectlve  operation  of 
the  military  forces  or  the  maintenance  of  national  interest  during  the  emer- 
gency." 

Second.  That  he.  himself.  Is  "tteoessary"  tA  the  cq>eratlon  of  that  enterprise. 

Section  30  of  the  Selective-Service  Regulations  provides  that  "  district  boarda 
shall  have  exclusive  original  Jnrlsdtctlon  to  hear  and  determine  all  questions 
or  claims  for  deferred  clesslflcatlon  by  or  in  respect  of  '  persons  engaged  in 
Industries,  occupations,  or  employments,  including  agriculture,  found  to  be  nec- 
essary to  tlie  mntntenance  of  tJie  military  eatsbllshment  or  the  elective  opera- 
tion of  the  military  forces  or  the  maintenance  of  national  Interest  during  thd 
emergency."  "  There  is  no  authority  in  this  office  to  declare  either  of  the  con- 
ditions above  set  out  present  as  to  any  occupation. 

While,  therefore,  the  registrants  referred  to  by  yon  (or  their  emplo.vers) 
mny  file  claims  for  deferred  claasiflcatlon  because  of  their  occupation,  the  deter- 
mlnntlon  of  their  canes  must  be  made  by  the  district  boarda  having  Jurisdiction. 

I  trust  that  the  foregoing  discussion  may  be  of  assistance  to  you. 
E.  H.  Cbowskr, 

PtovohI  Harxliat  Oeneral. 
By  Roficoc  8.  C!onkluio. 
Lieutewint  Colonel.  Jvdije  Advoeati:. 

Chief  CUutlficatioR  DivUUm. 


AUSTBAUAH  W00L-AP7BAISEXEHT  BE8ULTS, 

[Howard  A.  Treat,  secrrtary  to  commerclsl  sttscM,  Uvlhonme,  Aug.'  17.1 
The  first  appraisement  of  wool  in  the  1918-19  season  ■will  be  held  on 
September  17,  two  months  earlier  than  in  1917.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  number  of  bales  of  wool  to  be  handled  in  the  Victoria  group  of 
apprnising  centers  will  show  a  slight  increase  over  last  season.  The 
total  is  estimated  at  520,000,  which  number  may  be  i-educed  if  grow- 
ers increase  the  weight  of  their  bales.  The  attention  of  sheep  raisers 
i£  being  directed  to  the  nccesyity  of  making  their  bales  heavier. 
Details  tor  1817-lB  Season. 

.  Details  of  the  purchase  by  the  Imperial  Grovemment  of  the  Aus- 
tralian wool  clip  for  the  1917-18  scimon  have  been  furnished  in  a  re- 
port to  the  Acting  Prime  Minister  by  the  Central  Wool  Committee. 


Goot^lc 
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llie  final  appraisement  was  completed  on  June  29  last,  nnd  the  total 
quantity  of  wool  submitted  for  appraisement  during  the  season  was 
569,629,520  pounds  of  greasy  and  47,340,403  pounds  of  scoured  wool, 
or  616,909,923  poimds  in  all,  equivalent  to  1,909,958  bales.  Tliis  rep- 
resents 518,849  lots,  each  being  subjected  to  independent  valuation. 

Wool  manufacturers,  the  report  states,  again  are  favorably  situ- 
ated, as  fhey  are  required  to  pay  only  the  appraised  price  for  their 
purchases,  which  amounted  to  $69,680,163,  at  an  average  price  of  25.5 
cents  per  pound  greasy.  Allowing  the  difference  between  appraised 
and  flat-weight  vahie,  the  concession  means  practically  a  discount  of 
$220,031.  Dnring  tlie  season  wool-fop  mannfacturors  purchased 
2,741,051  pounds,  at  an  average  appraised  price  of  43.1  cents  per 
pound.  After  allocating  wool  sufficient  to  meet  local  requirements, 
the  balance  purchased  oy  the  Imperial  Government  amounted  to 
599,909,940  pounds,  greasy  and  scoured,  the  appraised  value  of  which 
was  $192,598,648.  The  total  flat  value  of  all  wool  submitted  for  ap- 
praisement during  the  season  was  $208,789,275.  Handling  costs,  sal- 
aries of  appraisers,  rcmimeration  to  shipping  houses,  and  other  ex- 
penses amounted  on  the  total  weight  of  wool  purchased  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  $7,602,765. 

The  policy  of  retaining  10  per  cent  of  the  appraised  value  was 
again  followed,  and  this  amount  will  be  distributed  in  appraisement 
centers  on  August  21,  wheji  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent  of  appraised 
prices  will  also  be  paid.  The  total  distribution  on  that  day,  includ- 
ing retention  money,  will  be  $29,659,340. 
Avsmented  Storage  Pacilltlei — DeTclopnieiit  of  Woolen  KannfactarlnK, 

The  carry-over  from  the  1917-18  clip  Is  large,  and  with  reduced 
shipping  facilities  the  storage  question  has  become  acute,  and  an 
extensive  building  program  for  storage  of  the  Imperial  purchase  has 
been  embarked  upon,  practically  all  materials  used  being  locally 
produced-  When  the  stores  are  completed  they  will  have,  with  the 
wool-brokers'  warehouses,  a  total  capacity  of  2,500,000  bales  of 
dumped  wool. 

Thei-e  is  every  prospect  that  in  the  near  future  each  State  will  be 
practically  independent  as  to  the  scouring  of  its  greasy  wool.  The 
Central  Wool  Cfommittee  has  given  strong  support  to  the  policy  of 
utilization  of  raw  wool  locally  and  increasing  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  yams  and  materials.  [See  Commerce  Kepobts  for  Aug.  21, 
1918.]  There  is  evidence  that  important  developments  in  that  direc- 
tion are  imminent. 

The  magnitude  of  the  woolen  scheme  generally  is  indicated  In 
schedules  furnished  with  the  report,  which  show  that  since  its  initia- 
tion sheepskins  and  wools  to  the  value  of  $339,237,739  have  been 
appraised  under  the  control  of  the  Central  Wool  Committee. 


OFnCES  OP  THE  BUBEAU  OF  FOEEIOK  AHD  D0UE8TIC  OOKUEBCE. 


DWTKICT  OFFICn. 
HEW  TOBRi  :t4  „ 

BOSTOMi  IBOl  Caili. 

CKICmOi  B04  l>»4enl  BilMlac, 
WT.  LOCIgi  tn  Tkin  Kallsulllaak  DiUflKf 
mnr  ABLKHAH!  lOm  Hlh*rala  Oiak  IMMIu. 
UK  I'UXaSCO:  S«I  CntuBkon*. 
KUTTUi  SIS  ann  B«lldlU. 


cooPKunvB  omcsa, 

CLETKLlNDi  CkHWc  at  C«B«n«. 

CI\a»ATI:  Ckuktr  ar  Cawwtn*. 
cnanHtTIi  Stwnil  mitlit  mt,  aaaUwa 

Rallitii,  n  Iwalli  BalUl^. 
lAB  iXflkLEBi  Mnkfr  ol  CvMacTC*. 
CHIUDBI.Pillli  CkiBktr  (t  Cammmt. 
FOBTLi^a.  Oiee.t  Uuabrr  ar  CaHMcrN. 
UTTO^:  (iTCatct  Daltaa  InadiUra. 

Ac 
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BAEIA  COCOA  CROP. 

(Tire  Consul  Albfit  G    ColBii.  jr..  Bahla.  Brevll,  AnR.  19] 

The  statistics  for  the  crop  year  which  ended  in  April  show  Bahia's 
cocoa  crop  for  1017-18  to  have  been  800,018  bags  of  132  pounds  each, 
the  receipts  at  this  port  month  by  month  having  been:  May,  1917, 
10,736  bags;  June,  4!).025;  July.  80,336;  August.  83.146;  September. 
112,632;  October,  93,612;  November,  76.026;  December,  69,670;  Janu- 
ary, 1918.  ll!t.4ia ;  February,  08,064 ;  March.  27.393 ;  A  pril  4,620  bags. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  yield  for  1918-19  will  not  be  over  800,000 
bags.  The  crop  is  of  good  quality,  but  is  rather  backward.  The 
trees  in  some  sections  have  been  attacked  by  a  small  insect  whicJi 
strips  the  leaves,  injuring  the  trees  and  affecting  their  production. 
ITie  Government  is  cooperating  with  the  planters  to  rid  the  cocoa 
district  of  this  pest.  If  proper  st*ps  are  taken,  it  can  be  overcome. 
The  receipts  to  date  for  this  year  have  been:  May,  4,242  bags;  June, 
27,301 ;  July,  73^58 ;  total,  104,801  bags. 
Bttl mated  Stock  on  Hand. 

Probable  receipts  from  August  to  December  are  placed  at  550.000 
bags.  Deducting  the  quantity  which  may  be  allowed  to  be  imported 
into  the  United  States  and  the  exports  to  South  American  countries, 
and  to  other  parts  of  Brazil  will  leave  a  stock  here  of  about  350,000 
bags.  It  is  reported  that  France  will  permit  the  importation  of 
100,000  bags  and  that  the  Brazilian  Government  is  arranging  a 
steamer  to  transport  this  cocoa. 

Superior  cocoa,  in  storage  here,  will  become  weeviJed  about  10 
months  after  it  is  placed  in  a  warehouse;  regular  (good)  cocoa  will 
go  bad  in  about  6  months.  Many  planters  think  that  if  the  existing 
situation  continues,  with  practically  no  outlet  for  the  crop,  it  will  not 
pay  to  harvest  it. 

XAII  BESVICE  BESTTKEII  TO  CESTADT  PLACES  DT  AISACE. 

Due  to  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  certain  territory  in  France, 
mail  service  has  been  resumed  to  the  following  places  listed  in  the 
United  States  Postal  Guide  for  September: 


Altenach. 

Halmerfipach. 

SeDjtem. 

Alteubadi. 

-  Mansbadj. 

Sentheln. 

Bltscliweller, 

MusHevuux, 

Sepolx. 

Bnickensweller. 

MIchclbacb. 

Seuen. 

Burbacb. 

Mitibach. 

Chavanaes. 

Mollau. 

St(;iiibu(.-h. 

Dtinnemarle. 

Moowb. 

Dollcrn. 

MuWhacli. 

Stosswelcr. 

Pellerlngent. 

Nittilerhurbach, 

Srruth. 

Frlesen. 

Oberbruck. 

Sulihach. 

FollerQ. 

Odern. 

Tliano.      . 

Gelslinusen. 

Freicerlinusen. 

Triuilwch. 

GewL'nUflm. 

Ramiaersmatt 

Urh-  !, 

fiolbnth. 

Runapucb. 

Viiu.lileriDont. 

Hindi]  neeo. 

Jtetz«eiler. 

■\Vattw«ler. 

JunKholz. 

Rlmbnch. 

Wt-K-'ch^ld. 

Klrclilwrg. 

Itodern. 

Weller. 

Unit. 

noniagoy. 

Wesserling. 

I*  Bonlioinrae. 

St.  AniTirlD. 

Wlldenateln. 

I^inbucli. 

St.  nirldu 

Wulfersdort 

Mail  for  the  above  pluccs,  in  addition  to  bearing  the  name  of  the 
place,  should  be  Jnnrked  "Alsaco,  France." 
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THE  1917-18  VALENCIA  OBANOE  CBOF. 

tVlce  CodbdI  Paul  D.  Thompaon,  Valcneln,  SpalD,  Ave-  IC'l 

The  1917-18  Valencia  orange  export  season  opened  October  30, 
1917,  and  ended  about  the  middle  of  July,  1918,  during  which  period 
660,788  cases  were  sliipped,  practically  all  to  England  and  Norway, 
the  only  available  markets. 

This  season,  tha  most  disastrous  in  the  history  of  the  Valencia 
orange,  marks  the  decline  of  an  annual  export  before  the  war  of 
nearly  5,000,000  cases  to  less  than  one-seventh  of  that  amount.  The 
1917-18  cargoes  dropped  to  one-fourth  of  even  the  preceding  season's 
export,  which  was  subnormal. 
ITnlted  States  an  tJitprofl table  Market. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  fell  from  61,7-20  cases  in  1916-17  (o 
practically  none  this  season.  The  results  of  shipments  made  to  that 
country  last  year  in  an  effort  to  find  compensation  for  the  impair- 
ment of  the  British  market  were  altogether  unsatisfactory  to  ship- 
pers, who  were  forced  to  conclude  that  the  Valencia  orange  can  not 
compete  in  American  markets  with  the  California  and  Florida 
oranges.  So  long  as  European  markets  were  available  it  was  neither 
necessary  nor  profitable  for  Valencia  oranges  to  seek  an  American 
outlet. 

Shipments  to  Norway  fell  from  155,466  cases  in  1916-17  to  85,156 
cases  this  season.  Denmark  and  Sweden,  whoso  purchases  of  Valen- 
cias  have  declined  steadily  since  1914-15,  took  none  at  all  this  season. 
There  was  a  certain  increase  in  the  shipments  to  the  Scandinavian 
countries  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  but  tills  gain  has  now  disap- 
peared. 

Exports  to  England,  the  principal  market  for  Valencia  oranges, 
amounted  to  575,582  cases,  as  compared  with  2,167,289  cases  in 
1916-17,  a  decrease  of  73  per  cent.  For  the  second  time  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  the  English  orange  market  was  seriously  affected 
by  lack  of  tonnage  and  high  freight  rates.  Freight  rates,  starting  at 
about  $6  per  case,  rose  to  $11.15  in  January,  1918,  as  compared  with 
about  $1  per  case  in  January,  1916.  Wood,  paper,  and  other  packing 
materials  were  also  more  expensive.  / 

Lack  of  Tonnage  CUef  Advene  Factor, 

The  shortage  and  irregularity  of  tonnage  available  for  the  fruit 
trade  was,  however,  the  outstanding  factor  in  the  situation.  The 
English  market  was  at  its  best  in  December,  and  the  oranges  were  in 
very  good  condition,  but  shipments — thousands  of  cases  at  times — 
had  to  wait  on  the  docks,  unaole  to  obtain  cargo  space,  forced  to  ac- 
cept any  boat,  to  any  port,  loaded  even  on  deck,  at  freight  rates  of 
$10  to  $11  per  case. 

At  the  urgent  appeal  of  the  growers  the  Spanish  Government  took 
measures  to  relieve  the  situation,  requisitioning  various  steamersfor 
the  orange  trade,  at  a  rat«  of  30  pesetas  ($5.79)  per  case,  later  raised 
to  33  pesetas  ($6.37)  per  case.  The  Government  also  reserved  20 
per  cent  of  the  cargo  ei>ace  in  vessels  carrying  ore  from  Cartagena 
to  England  for  fruit  and  vegetables,  at  lower  rates  than  those  pre- 
vailing from  other  ports.     Valencia  orange  shippers  could  make 


Google 


1208  COHMBBOE  BSPOBTB. 

little  iisG  of  this  ser\'ice;  it  was  of  advantage  chiefly  to  the  Mureia 
growers,  who  obtained  thereby  better  prices  for  their  orttnges. 

The  tonnage  situation  eventually  resulted  in  the  development  of  a 
combined  rail  and  water  service — from  Valencia  to  Cette,  France, 
by  sea,  Cette  to  Havi-e  by  rail)  and  Havre  to  British  ports  by  sea; 
or  by  rail  all  the  way  n-oin  Valencia  to  Havre.  This  routing  is 
shorter  and  cheaper  and  has  given  excellent  results,  the  chief  draw- 
bacli  being  lack  of  sufficient  railway  equipment. 

British  license  restrictions  on  oranges  were  not  an  important  factor 
this  season  as  buyers  were  not  able  to  transport  enough  of  the  fruit 
to  England  to  fill  their  license  allowances.  The  importation  of  25 
per  cent  of  their  1916-17  receipts  was  allowed  t«  previous  importers 
in  1917,  which  was  increase<l  m  1918  fii-st  to  40  per  cent  and  later 
to  50  per  cent. 
Seuon  Kore  ProflUMs  tor  SUppers  Than  tor  Qrswen. 

The  excellent  prices  maintained  in  the  English  market  practically 
throughout  the  season  made  the  business  a  very  satisfactory  one  for 
those  shippers  who  were  in  portion  to  take  adraiitage  of  the  situa- 
tion. At  the  outset  $18  to  $24  i>er  case  for  first-class  oranges  was 
realized,  later  from  $35  to  as  high  as  $44  per  case  for  the  same 
guality.  The  majority  of  the  growers,  who  do  not  pack  and  ship  the 
iruit  themselves,  did  not  fare  so  well,  and  from  their  standpoint  the 
season  must  bo  considered  disastrous.  The  natural  result  of  the 
shipping  situation  was  to  give  the  shippei-s  control  over  prices,  and 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  crop,  which  was  estimated  to  be  one- 
third  less  than  that  of  1916-17,  found  no  sale  at  all.  The  average 
price  received  by  the  growers  throughout  the  season  was  from  $0.50 
to  $0.60  per  case. 

The  final  blow  came  in  the  severe  freezes  and  snow  of  the  last  few 
days  of  the  year  1917,  resulting  in  destruction  or  damage  to  one-half 
the  crop,  according  to  reliable  estimates.  This  event,  however,  did 
not  affect  the  orange  industry  as  it  would  have  in  normal  times,  for 
it  is  estimated  that  twice  as  much  fruit  was  available  as  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  export  market.  Oranges  more  or  leas  frozen  were  also 
shipped. 

The  lack  of  a  market  resulted  in  some  of  the  fniit  being  left  on 
the  trees  to  save  the  useless  expense  of  picking  it,  and  in  some  dis- 
tricts orange  trees  have  been  cut  down  or  uprooted  and  sold  for  fire- 
wood, which  finds  a  ready  market.  This  is  true  especially  in  regions 
of  rich  irrigated  soil,  where  vegetables  could  be  more  profitably 
grown  under  these  conditions  and  where  the  cost  of  irrigating  is  an 
additional  expense  upon  the  land.  It  is  feared  that  with  another 
season  such  as  the  one  just  finished  this  process  of  destruction  will 
reach  larger  proportions, 

Eall- and- Water  RoatlnK — Dlatrlbntlon  of  Exporti, 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  export  figures  herein  quoted  do  not  in- 
clude shipments  by  rail,  these  being  abnormal  and  not  recorded  in 
the  available  export  statistics.  For  this  reason  it  is  not  possible  to 
state  the  quantity  of  oranges  sent  to  France  this  season,  as  they  go 
chiefly  by  rail,  but  it  was  less  than  last  season.  The  license  require- 
ments of  the  French  Government  during  the  season  exercised  a  re- 
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strictive  effect,  although  not  amounting  to  an  embargo.  Consign- 
ments in  transit  for  England  via  France  were  not  affected  by  these 
restrictions. 

The  distribution  of  the  Valencia  orange  exports  during  the  past 
five  seasons  was  as  shown  below,  the  figures  being  taken  from  tbo 
fniit-trade  organ,  Exportacion  de  Pasa  Valenciana: 
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(I^OTE. — Conversion  to  American  currency  herein  has  been  made  at 
ihe  United  States  Treasury  rate  of  $0,193  for  the  Spanish  peseta  and 
$0,243  for  tlie  English  shilling.  Actually,  the  peseta  has  been  about 
equal  to  tiie  shilling  in  value  for  the  past  six  months.) 


KANTTFACrnSIKa  FBOOBESS  AHB  PLAITS  IK  SOITCH  ATBICA. 

[Wc«klj  BolletiD,  CanadlKD  Department  of  Tnde  and  Commeree,  Ottaira,  Sept.  10.) 
Some  of  the  conclusions  reached  bv  the  South  African  Industries 
and  Advisory  Board  are  given  as  follows  in  its  final  report: 

It  Is  generally  coneeiied  that  the  Industrial  activities  of  the  Union  have  ) 
emerced  from  the  position  that  thoy  have  occnpLed  for  many  yenrs,  and  that 
they  are  rctmrded  with  greater  Interest  by  the  public  in  general.  The  condl-  , 
tlona  created  by  the  wnr  have  rendered  the  Importation  of  nil  goods  more  dlffl- 
eult  than  usnal  and  thsl  of  Home  uoods  nltogpther  tnipo«Etble.  ConBequently, 
South  Afrlcn  has  been  thrown  iHrpely  upon  Its  own  resources,  and  there  can 
be  iw  doubt  that  the  Industries  of  the  country  (generally  have  responded  to  the  ' 
demnnds  made  upon  them  tn  n  manner  most  encournglnf;  to  anyone  who  has  ' 
taken  an  active  interest  in  this  aspect  of  the  conntry's  development.  The 
change  In  public  opinion  in  reference  to  this  matter  has  become  more  and 
more  marked  during  the  last  few  yeark  At  one  time  the  Government,  the 
mining  industry,  and  the  agricultural  commuuily  were  all  skeptical  ns  to  the 
poKslbllltleB  of  Industrial  development  othtr  tliiin  In  re.«iie<t  of  raining  and  ' 
agriculture.  The  commercial  community  generally  regarded  the  South  African 
manufacturer  os  &  hindrance  rather  then  a  help.  But  only  as  recently  as  Oc- 
tober last  the  Congress  of  the  Asswclated  Chamber  of  Commerce,  representing 
the  whole  of  the  commerctnl  comnuinlty  of  South  Africa,  i>a3seil  the  following 
resolution  by  an  overwhelming  jnajorfty :  "The  congress  recommends  that  tbe 
postwar  policy  of  the  Government  should  Include  (a)  a  policy  of  encour- 
aging Industries  by  means  of  tarlfis  or  bounties,  whichever  is  best  suited 
to  the  nature  of  the  industry:  (ft)  a  permanent  advisory  board,  to  make 
recommendntlon  to  f'arlinnient  r^rardlng  any  adjustments  considered  necessary 
to  the  customs  tariff  and  the  payment  of  bnuntles;  (c)  a  complete  survey 
of  the  natural  resources  of  South  Africa,  with  n  view  to  oncournBlng  their 
exploitation,  particularly  of  the  iron  ore  resinirces  of  the  Union:  {d)  land 
eettlement  and  irrljjiitlon  scboines;  (e)  a  publicity  campaign,  to  start  Imme- 
diately pence  Is  concluded,  for  advertising  the  rosourceu  of  the  country,  with 
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a  special  view  lo  Increasing  the  number  and  strengtbentsK  tbe  posltloa  of  tbe 
wLite  iHiiiulutlon. 

This  ivKiilution  was  debated  and  approved  by  the  responsible  rtTiresentatlves 
of  the  entire  mercantile  community  of  the  Union,  nnd  their  action  has  been  re- 
cently li)dui-aeil  by  the  South  Afrlcnn  Agricultural  Union,  wbicb,  at  Its  annual 
conference,  unanimously  passed  the  resolution  recorded  below: 

"  Having  iienril  the  luteretitlng.  lucid,  ami  instructive  address  of  the  Secretary 
for  Mines  and  luduKtrles.  tills  congress  congralulate.s  the  Government  on  tbe 
recent  worli  uccouiplEshwl  In  ascertaining  the  value  of  raw  materials  Id  tbe 
Union  suitahle  for  manufacturers  and  promoting  tbe  establishment  of  factories 
tn  South  Africa  for  local  wonts  and  oversea  tmde.  Government  U  urged  to 
further  this  good  worlc  of  Industrial  expansion  and  agricultural  development,  so 
tbot  South  Africa  may  become  a  self-aupiiortlng  country  with  opportunities  for 
tbe  training  and  profltnble  employment  of  expert  white  labor,  and  thus  secure  a 
Hbnre  of  ilie  markets  now  existent  In  other  countries  which,  after  the  conclusion 
of  ihe  present  world  war,  will  surely  offer  uullmlted  opeuiugu  for  South  Afrlcuu 
and  other  manufactured  products." 
Interest  of  OoTernment  In  Indnitrlal  DcTelcpmaat. 

The  Government,  as  Is  uow  welt  known,  hns  for  some  time  past  taken  an 
active  interest  In  Industrial  development  Tbe  mining  Industry  Is  now  nslug 
South  African  manufactures  very  freely.  Indeed,  In  place  of  the  imported  article, 
and  although  tids  may  be  largely  due  to  prudent  condltiutis,  no  one  conversant 
with  the  ebb  and  flow  of  trade  can  have  any  otber  opinion  than  (hat  a  great  deal 
of  the  local  supply  and  demand  tbos  created  will  remain  even  alter  present  war 
conditions  disappear. 

One  of  (lie  most  remarkable  features  of  the  present  world  upheaval  Is  the 
Intense  Inlerest  that  all  the  Governments  of  the  world  are  now  taking  In  tbe 
industrial  nnd  commercial  affairs  of  thrfr  i-eapectlvo  countries.  It  is  clearly 
recognized  that  so  far  from  It  being  tbe  duty  of  a  Government  to  bold  itself 
aloof  from  these  matters  and  to  allow  private  enter|irise.  coiiipletely  nnnlded, 
to  do  whatever  it  can,  It  Is  the  llrst  duty  of  a  Goveruweiit  to  abandon  the 
InHctlve  position  hitherto  occupied  in  favor  of  one  of  ronnidered  nctlvKy,  not 
only  In  reference  to  the  production  of  raw  materials  lint  iitso  tn  regard  to  the 
manufacture  of  articles  therefrom.  The  powers  of  a  Government  to  assist  and 
stimulate  production  and  manufacture  are  admlttedl.v  enomious,  and  it  Is  not 
tMi  ranch  to  say,  Judging  by  latter-day  experience,  iliat  the  success,  or  other- 
wise, of  a  country's  Industry  and  commerce  depends  primarily  upon  the  activi- 
ties of  its  Government. 

The  hoard  desires  to  place  on  record  its  recognition  of  the  initiatory  st^n 
that  the  Government  of  the  Union  has  already  talten  in  this  dircctfoji  and  sub- 
mits for  consideration  that  the  time  has  now  amved  for  a  Cunber  step  being 
made  In  the  same  direction. 

The  production  for  tlie  first  lime  of  a  Qovemnient  Journal  of  Industries,  the 
increase  in  Uie  volume  of  Inquiries,  the  coordinating  work  being  carried  out  by 
tbe  Department  of  Industries  tn  eonnectton  with  the  exploitation  of  raw  ma- 
terials, the  Snding  of  markets,  the  carrying  ont  of  investigations  regnrdlng 
manufacturing  |>rocesses,  all  represent  activities  wlUch  are  to-day  essential  to 
any  organized  Government  service  and  will  repay  the  country. 
Control  of  Ezportt — AdTantage  of  High  Standard — Isdnitrlal  Edneattoa. 

In  addition  to  the  aboTe,  as  an  Immedlale  result  of  war  conditions,  and  In 
order  to  couserve  tbe  country's  resources,  the  control  of  exports  has  become  a 
necessary  feature  of  the  department's  activities,  while  the  country's  require- 
ments in  the  matter  of  imports  from  oversea  are  now  regulated  and  provided 
for  by  a  system  of  priority  recommendations  made  to  tbe  oversea  exporting 
countries, 

Tlie  board  can  not  refrain  from  pointing  out  tbnt  tbe  nitimatc  aim  of  pro- 
ducers and  manufuctui'cre  alike  must  nf  necessity  be  tbe  securing  of  a  success- 
ful position  in  the  world's  markets.  Many  products  and  a  few  manufactures 
are  at  present  being  exported,  and  as  a  matter  of  experience  it  has  been  found 
that  a  regular  and  high  standard  of  quality  Is  essential  to  success  and  that 
producers  receive  their  reward  in  tbe  Increased  price  which  articles  ];toese3sIng 
thes^e  qualities  always  command. 

Tlip  board  wislies  lo  cuipbnsize  the  Importance  ot  the  technical  and  Industrial 
education  of  the  youth  of  the  country,    industries  depend  Tery  much  on  the 
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teclinfcal  trnlntiiK  of  operatives,  and  It  is  of  primary  Importflnce  that  young 
meo  onA  women  who  enter  tlie  InduHtrlnl  rnnks  flboulii  be  affordeil  tbe  full- 
est opportunities  for  acqulrlofc  the  technical  sbill  and  cxi)crlcm*<e  necesBHiy 
to  enable  tlieui  to  occupy  resiHinslble  positions.  Hitherto  the  skilled  artisan 
anil  Che  still  more  hlRhty  trained  technical  man  have  come  from  oversea,  with 
the  result  Chat  the  Kouth  African  ,vouth  has  been  forced  Into  occupiitlon.s  bIt- 
Ing  little  opportunity  for  advancement.  In  the  absence  of  the  Indentured 
apprentice  system,  technical  education  affords  the  only  menna  of  emihllng  a 
youth  to  take  bis  place  In  the  Industrial  system. 

The  question  of  industrial  educatlnn  Is  reertvlng  the  earnest  consideratloo 
of  every  Dominion  Qoveroment.  and  the  board  desires  to  emphasize  its  Im- 
portance In  relation  to  Indtistrlal  derelopmeut,  aud  to  urge  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  uece»ilty  for  providing  adequate  imd  effldcnt  means  for  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  rising  generation  In  this  direction. 


SFAKISH  SUOAS  FRODUCTIOir  AHD  CONSITHFTION. 

[ElBpana  Ecouomlca  y  PlDandcra,  Hidrld,  Aug.  17.1 

The  following  table  shows  the  production  of  cane  and  beet  sugar  in 
Spain  and  the  amounts  that  left  tbe  factories,  refineries,  etc,  for 
consumption  in  the  years  1907  to  1917,  and  the  stocks  remaining  iii 
the  factories,  refineries,  etc.,  on  December  31  of  each  year  from  1908 
to  1917: 
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The  actual  sugar  consumption  in  Spain  in  1917  was  168,102  tons, 
as  is  shown  by  the  following  figures: 

Slock  on  band  December  31,  1816 84, 662 

Production  In  1017 124, 177 

Imports  In  1917  _. :. 39, 171 

Total 248, 010 

Kxports  In  1017 C.  IflC 

Stock  on  hand  December  31, 1917 73, 802 

Total 79. 908 

Actual  consumption 108,102 

Calculating  in  the  same  way  the  consumption  in  previous  years, 
it  is  found  to  be  136,871  tons  in  1916  and  148,838  tons  in  1915. 
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CHEUICAI  EXFOSinOH  EEVEAIS  AHEBICAIT  FBOGRIISS. 

Confidence  in  the  future  of  the  American  chemical  industry  is 
warrant€d  by  the  Fourth  National  Exposition  of  Chemical  Inaus- 
trifcs  held  at  the  Grand  Central  Palace,  New  York,  from  September 
23  to  28,  The  solid  background  of  actual  achievement  that  charac- 
terized this  exposition  was  not  to  be  confused  with  mere  hopes  and 
wishes. 

The  growth  of  the  American  chemical  industry  during  the  four 
years  since  Gennan  supplies  were  cut  off  can  be  traced  by  comparing 
the  expositions  held  during  tho.ie  four  years.  At  the  first,  a  meager 
but  growing  line  of  materials  was  displayed,  with  a  very  small  show- 
ing of  machinery;  at  the  second,  tlie  increase  in  machinery  was  the 
most  noticeable  feature;  at  the  third,  attentitm  was  held  by  the 
marked  increa^  in  the  variety  of  pi-oducts  made  possible  by  the 
development  of  the  necessary  machinery,  and  some  exhibits  of 
American  raw  materials  were  made;  at  the  fourth,  indications  of 
a  well-rounded,  self-contained  chemical  industry  were  present — raw 
materials  revealing  the  national  resources,  machinery  and  appara- 
tus satisfactorily  replacing  that  formerly  imported,  and  a  great 
variety  of  both  heavy  and  fine  chemicals  that  had  never  borne  an 
American  label  before  the  war.  Preparations  had  been  made  for 
an  extensive  display  of  raw  ma^rials^  but  an  adverse  ruling  by  the 
Railway  Administration  prevented  sliipment  of  the  bulk  of  them. 
ZntereitinK  Ezhtblti  at  Dtci  and  XBchlneiT — Ainerl«*ii  Aeilitant  Qlait. 

The  variety  and  excellence  of  the  dyes  aroused  the  greatest  interest 
in  the  lay  visitor  to  the  exposition,  for  no  feature  oi  the  recent  de- 
Telopment  of  th^  chemical  industry  has  come  closer  to  the  general 
public  than  the  attempt  to  rival  the  German  colors  in  variety  and 
excellence.  There  were  several  very  imposing  exhibits  by  the  larger 
manufacturers  and  many  more  limited  displays  by  smaller  and  more 
specialized  concerns,  all  set  up  in  a  most  attractive  and  effective 
manner.  They  offered  convincing  proof  of  the  progress  made  by 
the  color  industry  since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war. 

The  display  of  machinery  and  apparatus  was  perhaps  the  most  en- 
couraging feature  to  the  visiting  chemists  ana  manufacturers,  for 
it  was  the  lack  of  such  equipment  that  held  back  the  industry  for  the 
first  year  or  two  rather  than  the  lack  of  formulas.  Many  manufac- 
turers who  knew»what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it  could  not  find  the 
equipment  necessary  to  start  with.  The  manufacturers  who  under- 
t(K)k  to  make  such  apparatus  had  difficulty  in  getting  the  needed 
designs  and  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  getting  the  needed  ma- 
terials, especinlly  resistant  enamels  and  glass,  seemed  almost  in- 
surmountable. This  exposition  revealed  the  extent  to  whidi  these 
difficulties  and  obstacles  have  been  overcome,  for  they  have  been 
most  successfully  overcome.  It  was  stated  without  reservation  that 
the  resistant  glass  now  made  in  this  country  is  not  only  an  acceptable 
substitute  for  the  German  glass,  but  that  it  is  the  best  resistant  glass 
that  has  ever  been  made  anywhere. 

The  fact  that  most  of  the  350  exhibitors  are  working  exclusively 
for  the  Government  at  this  time  and  are  not  in  a  position  to  fill  out- 
side oi-ders  made  their  displays  alt  the  more  interesting.  They  were 
intended  to  be  educational  and  pood-will  building  and  were  arraMcd 
wiU)  that  end  in  view.    This  was  particularly  true  of  the  exhiKt^ 
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of  coal-tar  derivatives,  some  of  which  were  arranged  ^, 
show  the  interrelation  of  the  various  products.  The  extent  to  wfiich 
this  building  for  the  future  is  being  curried  on  by  the  manufacturers 
is  convincing  evidence  of  the  genuineness  hi  the  confidence  they  dis- 
play. If  further  evidence  were  needed  it  could  be  found  in  the  in- 
terest displayed  in  foreign  trade  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  for  most 
of  the  chemical  firms  shipments  to  foreign  markets  are  now  quite  out 
of  the  question. 
Demand  tor  Foreign  Trade  Uteratnre — Otber  Exhibit!. 

At  the  booth  opened  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce there  was  an  interest  in  foreign-trade  literature  tliat  was  sur- 
prising and  gratifying  to  those  familinr  with  the  present  limitations 
on  foreign  businesis.  A  supply  of  pamphlets  based  upon  the  demand 
in  previous  years  was  placed  on  sale  and  exhausted  in  a  few  hours  the 
first  evening,  so  that  arrangements  had  to  be  made  to  bring  in  a  much 
largei' stocif  the  next  day. 

Among  the  exhibits  other  than  those  by  commercial  firms  was  one 
of  the  natural  products  of  Tennessee  by  the  Knoxville  Board  of  Com- 
merce and  one  by  the  Georgia  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  Atlanta. 
These  attracted  much  favorable  attention,  as  did  booths  maintained 
by  the  Ameri(;an  Chemical  Society,  the  Southern  Pine  Association, 
the  ceramic  association,  the  Department  of  Mines  of  the  Canadian 
Government,  and  by  the  many  trade  papers  identified  in  some  way 
with  the  chemical  industry. 

A  most  distinctly  educational  feature  was  the  identification  of 
articles  made  for  the  first  time  in  this  country  since  the  war  started, 
all  exhibitors  using  a  speci'ally  prepared  bull's-eye  label  for  such 
articles.    It  seemed  that  nearly  all  the  dyes  bore  this  label. 

The  great  truth  brought  home  by  this  exposition  is  this:  When 
pressed  hard  enough  American  industry  can  meet  the  demands  that 
may  be  placed  on  it. 

6ERUAN  COHMEBCIAl  ISTEIIESTS  IK  BALTIC  FBOVINCES. 

[Prom  ASlirsvlddEn,  Storktiolm  ;  tmnfmlttnt  1>y  rcimmercliil  Agent  NormaD  L.  AoderBOD. 
Copenhagm,  Dennurk,  Julj  27.] 

During  the  spring  a  German  committee  of  experts  traveled  in  the 
Russian  Baltic  Provinces  studying  conditions  for  the  purpose  of 
suggesting  measures  for  developing  the  agriculture  of  the  districts 
and  thoir  means  of  communication.  The  committee  represented  the 
Ostland  Co.,  formed  by  German  bank  unions,  etc.,  to  exploit  Ihe 
Baltic  Provinces.  Most  interest  was  attached  to  the  visit  to  Libau, 
where  the  Russians  have  spared  no  means  to  build  a  model  iuirbor 
with  good  railroad  connections  to  the  interior  of  Russia,  all  for  the 
purpose  of  making  Libau  Russia's  largest  commercial  center  on  the 
Baltic.  The  Germans  are  specially  interested  in  Libau  because  the 
city  has  direct  railway  connection  with  the  Ukraine  as  well  as  with 
Moscow  and  Central  Russia.  To  Moscow  the  distance  is  somewhat 
greater  than  from  Winduu.  but  it  is  considered  that  Libau  has  such 

freat  advantages  as  a  modem  harbor,  with  all  facilities  for  the  quick 
andling  of  lai-gc  quantities  of  goods,  that  it  should  be  able  to  attract 
the  traffic  of  Central  Ku.ssia.  The  German  interests  in  Libau  are 
trying  to  make  an  agi-eement  with  Russia  with  regard  to  common 
railway  tariffs  to  nil  the  Baltic  ports,  in  the  expectation  that  Libau's 
competitive  possibilities  will  thereby  be  further  strengthened. 
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TTSE  OF  WAXED  WBAPFmG  FAFES  IH  HALAOA. 

(Vice  CoDBdl  Edward  J.  Norton,  Malaga,  Sjuln,  Jolj  30-1 

An  inquiry  has  been  i%ceived  W  this  consulate  as  to  whether 
TTiised-pBper  bread  wrappers  and  other  wrapping  materials  used  by 
the  baking  trade  in  the  United  States  might  be  profitably  marketed 
in  the  Malaga  district.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  consulate  that  this 
section  of  Spain  offers  no  opportunity  whatever  for  developing  busi- 
ness in  the  products  mentioned. 

In  most  American  cities  of  the  size  of  Malaga  (population  135,- 
000)  thpi-e  arc  one  or  more  important  baking  concerns,  with  build- 
ings, machinery,  equipment,  and  modern  facilities  for  producing  and 
distributing  uniform  and  scientific  baking  products.  There  are  no 
wholesale  bread  bakers  here;  the  local  demand  for  bread  is  supplied 
by  80  or  raoi-e  small  bakeries. 
PtlmlUvc  BakidK  Ketbods  Uied. 

Malaga  has  not  a  single  bakery  using  weighing  machines,  dough 
misers,  or  any  kind  of  modern  equipment.  Everything  is  done  by 
hand ;  doughs  are  prepared  according  to  formulas  handed  down  by 
predecessoi-s  in  the  industiy  and  bakmg  is  done  in  primitive  types 
of  brick  ovens.  There  is  no  standard  form  of  loaf  here.  Probably 
six  or  ircvcn  forms  are  made,  the  most  common  being  a  round,  Bat 
loaf  weighing  2  pounds. 

Bread  bought  at  bakers'  sliops  is  carried  away  by  the  purchaser, 
unwrapped.  If  a  wrapper  is  required  a  piece  of  newspaper  serves 
the  purpose.  For  house-to-house  delivery,  the  bread  is  placed,  un- 
wrapped, in  double  panniere  packed  on  muleback;  the  driver  sits 
between  the  panniers,  calling  nis  wares  and  handing  the  bread  to 
servants,  who  wait  at  doorsteps  for  his  arrival. 

The  foregoing  but  biiefly  outlines  the  conditions  under  which  ths 
baking  industry  is  conducted  in  this  district.  I^o  one  featnre  is 
more  in  evidence  than  the  primitive  way  in  which  bread  is  made  and 
distributed.  Naturally,  there  is  a  great  deal  lacking  in  details  for 
sanitation  and  for  personal  cleanliness  of  the  help  and  in  a  mini- 
mum of  human  contact  with  the  raw  materials  and  the  finished 
product.  However,  bakers  believe  that  if  they  produced  goods  of 
higher  quality  or  went  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  wrapping  bread, 
the  people  would  not  pay  the  increased  price. 
Speolal  W»pp«n  for  Other  Tn^t. 

The  Malaga  raisin  industry  was  buying  at  the  outbreak  of  war 
about  $5,000  worth  of  a  light  grease-proof  paper  made  in  Germany. 
With  German  supplies  cut  off,  the  manufacture  of  these  wrappers  was 
developed  in  Spain,  chiefly  at  Barcelona,  Tlie  quality  of  uie  local 
product  is  considerably  inferior  to  that  formerly  imported. 

Tlie  paper  used  for  raisin  wrappers  comes  in  various  colors,  and  the 
material  is  cut  into  quite  a  variety  of  shapes.  The  finished  wrappers 
are  so  cut  that  packages  may  be  formed  by  turning  in  sides  and  ends 
and  then  securmg  them  with  colored  silk  ribbons.  This  is  a  style 
of  packing  that  has  developed  greatly,  as  wrappers  are  easily  litho- 
graphed with  buyers'  private  brands.  Working  drawings  or  rough 
sketches  are  supplied  by  importers,  and  local  lithographers  follow 
the  designs  and  turn  out  the  complete  wrapper. 
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The  Bcarcity  and  high  cost  of  grease-proof  papers,  and  complaints 
regarding  the  breaking  of  packages  in  transit  have  led  some  packers 
to  use  lightweight  carton  substitutes. 

In  lining  almond  boxes,  probably  $10,000  worth  of  light  but  strong 
glazed-surface  paper  is  used  annually.  This  material  was  also  .sup- 
plied by  German  manufacturers  in  pre-war  years.  Later  on  Great 
Britain  furnished  a  limited  quantity;  but  the  price  was  high  and  de- 
liveries uncertain,  so  that  the  demand  was  taken  up  and  is  now  sup- 
plied by  Barcelona  manufacturers. 

The  confectionery,  soap  making,  and  sugar  mdustries  here  are 
using  various  grades  and  weights  of  Spanisli-made  wrapping  paper. 
The  demand,  however,  is  restricted,  and  is  therefore  rather  an  obstacle 
to  the  introduction  of  this  line  of  American  products. 

(A  Mat  of  wholesale  paper  dealers  lu  Malngn  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  lt!i  district  and  coopemtlve 
offices;  also  samples  of  Spanl.'ih-madc  pnper  for  wrapping  rulslns  ma;  be  ta- 
spet'ted  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  ofllces.  Id  either  case  refer  to  Sle  Na 
105922.]  

UMBER  SESOUBCES  OF  SOUTH  APBICA. 

[Wecklj  BuUeUn.  Caoadlan  Department  of  Trade  and  Comiuercf,  Ott&wa,  Sept.  10.} 

The  question  of  the  timber  resources  of  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  and  liow  best  to  make  this  valuable  asset  available  ^for  gen- 
eral industrial  purposes  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the  Indus- 
tries and  Advisory  Board,  which  has  recently  presented  its  report. 

It  was  ascertained  that  there  are  over  2,000,000  acres  tlint  normally 
fail  under  the  control  of  the  Forestry  Department;  but  a  large  pro- 
portion of  this  area,  some  1^330,000  acres,  is  waste  land,  extensive 
areas  of  drift  sand  along  tiie  coast,  and  land  on  mountain  tops 
unsuitable  for  afforestation  but  reserved  at  the  instance  of  the  Irri- 
gation Department  The  area  of  dense  forest  timbers,  on  Govern- 
ment reserves,  is  given  as  400.000  acres,  while  privately  owned  forests 
total  100,000  acres.  Something  like  1,000,000  cubic  feet  of  usable 
timber  is  annually  handled  in  these  forests  and  a  similar  amount  is 
probably  converted  into  firewood.  The  total  annual  value  is  esti- 
mated at  £25,000.  A  considerable  quantity  of  this  timber  consists 
of  yellow  wood,  which  was  formerly  used  largely  for  building  pur- 
poses with  satisfactory  results  when  it  was  properly  handled. 

There  are  some  70,000  acres  of  plantations  consisting  of  a  number 
of  imported  species  of  trees,  some  of  wliieh  have  been  found  to  grow 
with  great  vigor  and  to  be  capable  of  producing  excellent  mercantile 
timbers.  Many  of  Ihesc  plantations  have  been  established  within  the 
last  10  or  12  years.  Trio  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  area 
should  bo  increased  at  once  by  the  planting  of  .serviceable  timber 
trees  in  tlie  proportion  of  at  least  two  for  every  one  destroyed  or 
felled. 
BtniT  «t  NatlTc  Timber* — Home  Timber  to  Eeplace  Imports. 

No  systematic  investigation  of  (he  nature  and  uses  of  the  in- 
digenous timbers  has  been  undertaken  and  little  appears  to  be  known 
in  regard  to  methods  of  seasoning.  It  is  stated  that  a  considerable 
wastage  of  most  valuable  timber  is  constantly  taking  place.     This 
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is  said  to  arise  from  a  shortage  of  scientific  staff  and  from  the  im- 
possibility of  controHing  the  depredations  of  natives.  Much  de- 
struction of  useful  timber  takes  place  in  connection  with  the  cuttii^- 
of  poles  for  mining  purposes,  and  it  frequently  happens  that  imma- 
ture and  growing  trees  are  felled  l>y  their  owners  for  this  purpose, 
thus  destroying  what  would  later  have  become  an  exceedingly  valu- 
able asset.  Four  hundred  thousand  acres  of  indigenous  forests  must 
have  s  very  considerable  value  over  the  whole  period  of  growth,  and 
in  some  cases  must  be  equal  to'that  placed  upon  ordinary  plantations 
in  European  countries. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  xmworked  timber  which,  in  the 
past,  has  been  imported  info  South  Africa,  could  be  supjilied  from 
South  African  forests  in  increasing  quantities,  but  this  will  depend 
very  largely  upon  the  action  taken  to  remove  prejudice  and  facilitate 
the  handling  of  the  timber,  and  also  upon  the  transportation  ant 
other  difficulties  attendant  upon  extensive  imports. 

Tlie  board  is  of  opinion  that  the  Union  possesses  in  its  forest  re- 
sources an  asset,  the  value  of  which  is  greatly  underestimated,  be- 
cause little  is  understood  of  its  intrinsic  worth.  It  would  appear 
that  the  following  are  among  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  case:  (1) 
A  forest  survey;  (2)  determination  of  the  commercial  use'and  valua 
of  South  African  timbers^  (3)  encouragement  in  the  use  of  local 
timbers;  (4)  the  conservation  of  existing  immature  forests;  (5)  the 
prevention  of  wastage  and  of  the  uneconomic  use  of  timber;  (6)  ex- 
periments in  felling  and  seasoning. 


SWEDISH  COHHEKCIAL  DTTEKEST  IK  SVSSIA. 

[Commercial  A|<'nt  Norman  L.  Anderson,  Blockholm.  Sweden,  Btpt  S.l 

The  Swedish  General  Exporters'  Association  has  roodnCly  issn^ 
its  annual  report  for  1917,  Among  the  various  acti-rttSft  «f  this 
association,  it  is  noticed  that  attention  is  not  least  direct*!' flbward 
Russia  and  its  possibilities  for  Swedish  commercial  intereeta.  Thus, 
the  association  has  token  the  initiative  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Swedish  forwarding  office  in  Russia.  Owing  to  the  uncertain  po- 
litical situation,  however,  this  has  not  yet  been  opened.  The  report 
also  mentions  the  Swedish  participation  in  the  Nizhni  Novgorod 
fair.  Although  this  fair  was  not  attended  as  well  as  usual  owing  to 
internal  conditions,  the  Swedish  division  attracted  considerable 
attention,  as  shown  by  the  orders  received  from  Russian  buyers'  The 
close  cooperation  of  the  Exporters'  Association  with  the  Swedish 
Trade  Committee  in  Petrograd  has  been  carried  on  along  the  same 
lines  as  heretofore. 

A  stronger  development  of  the  Swedish  business  oroaniffition  in 
Russia  is  marked  by  the  forming  of  a  trade  council  of  Swedidi  busi- 
ness men  in  Moscow  to  work  with  the  Swedish  consul  general  in 
Moscow,  the  Swedish  Trade  Committee  in  Petrograd,  and  the  Ex- 
porters* Association  to  take  care  of  Swedish  interests  conaected  with 
the  trade  with  Russia. 

The  Uore  Bonds  the  Fewei  Caiualtiei. 
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department  ol  lummem  and  Industry, 

plaos  of  new 131 

drugs,  new  regulations....... ............  1O07 

rrown  meat,  eiports IW  1 

Inilt,  citrus.  Import  prohibited 801  i 

glass,  window,  Imports,  1Sll-18ia Ul  I 

cold,  production  natlstin ItDS  ' 

gum,  spotted,  iises ,  S89 

nydroeWttlc    power    plant,   concession 

authorlied 4M 

Imports,  Increased,  State  of  Victoria IM 

Indnslrlal,  notes 181 

industries,  new,  eslabllsiied 38S 

Iron  mine,  government  anqulro  option, 

Tasmania 1190 
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